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Infonnatlon tranamltted by States i n pursuance of 
Economic and "Social Council reaolution yy¿ [ILTl) 

r e l a t i n g to the problem of stateloasness • 

The Secretary-General has the honour to c i r c u l a t e the following 
ccEimunication dated 19 October I95I which he has received from the Ministry of 
Foreign A f f a i r s of the Oriental Eepublic of Uruguay: 

"The Ministry for Foreign A f f a i r s of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay 
presents i t s compliments to the 'Secretary-General of the United Nations and, 
re f e r r i n g to Circular l e t t e r 80A 325/04 cf 5 A p r i l 1951, has the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy of the information requested on the status and 
treatment of stateless persons i n our country." 

1. CAUSES OF STATELESSNESS 

"l . No persona born i n the t e r r i t o r y of the Republic are stateless 
A r t i c l e 65 of the National Constitution adopts the juo .soli as the basia f o r 
)nality i n Uruguay.-^ 
Any peraon born^^ i n Uruguay i s therefore a national of the Oriental Republic 

V 
whether he be the c h i l d of Uruguayans, aliena, stateless, or unlcnovm persons.-^ 
I I . Nq_ person can become stateless througli loss of Uruguayan na t i o n a l i t y 

(1) According to A r t i c l e 7I of the Constitution, Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y i s 
not l o s t even by naturalization i n another country. . 

1/ Oriental and not Uruguayan; i n current usage, however, the two expressions 
are interchangeable. 

2/ The place of b i r t h , not the place of r e g i s t r a t i o n of b i r t h , determines 
n a t i c r i a l i t y , 

_3/ In the case of an abandoned c h i l d , the place of b i r t h i s considered to be the 
place where the c h i l d was found. See A r t . 28 of the C i v i l Register Act of 
11 February 1879. /(?) tose 
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(2) Lose of n a t i o n a l i t y may not be .Imposed as a punishment. 
(3) An Uruguayan woman does not lose her n a t i o n a l i t y by marrying a foreigner 
or a stateless person, 
{k) Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y may not be renounced, 

2, ílí/rUEALIZATION OF STATELESS PERSONS 

I , Stateless persons may not acquire Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y by l a v 
No one may be naturalized a Uruguayan. A r t i c l e s 65 and 66 of the 

Constitution confer c i t i z e n s h i p ^ on persons who are not Uruguayan but do not 
grant them Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y , - ^ 

A r t i c l e s 66 and 67 refer to aliens but include stateless persons; aliens 
should be interpreted to mean any persons who are not Uruguayan whether or not 
they have another n a t i o n a l i t y . In that connexion A r t i c l e 22, paragsraph 1 of the 
C i v i l Code provides as follows: "Citizens are persons declared to be such by -the 
Constitution. A l l other persons are aliens," "Citizens" In t h i s text, means 
Uruguayans ,, , - . 

U^ruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y cannot be acquired bymarrlage 
Hence an a l i e n woman who, i n accordance with the law of her own country 

acquires her' husband's n a t i o n a l i t y and loses her own n a t i o n a l i t y at marriage, 
. w i l l be stateless if'she marries an Uruguayan, 

I I I . Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y cannot be acquired-as a oonoessicn from the State 

3 . ACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP BY STATELESS PERSONS 

Attention should be c a l l e d to the i n f l e x i b i l i t y of Uruguayan l e g i s l a t i o n on 
na t i o n a l i t y p a r t i c u l a r l y because i t does not recognize that an Uruguayan ceases 
to be an Uruguaji-an'when he acquires the n a t i o n a l i t y of another State-^ or that a 
stateless person or a l i e n ^ ^ may acquire Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y . 

y Nationality i s different from c i t i z e n s h i p , c i t i z e n s h i p la the status' of a 
person who has p o l i t i c a l r ights and duties; a c i t i z e n , as such, participates 
i n the sovereignty of the nation ( A r t i c l e 68 of the Constitution), 

¿/ Although the text of A r t i c l e 65 does not c l e a r l y indicate that a c h i l d of a 
Uruguayan father or mother does not acquire Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y , the 
practice of the E l e c t o r a l Court has been to grant c i t i z e n s h i p only, 

6/ This may-be- inferred from A r t i c l e '22; para, 2 , 

j j Source of the dual n a t i o n a l i t y of Uruguayans v h o are naturalized i n another 
country, 

8/ Cause of the statelessness of foreign persons whose national law deprives thorn 
of t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y because they acquire c i t i z e n s h i p i n Uruguay, /ji¡Q.^Q2rthtíieB8 



E/2l61+/Ad(i.ll 
Page 3 

Nevert-heless this p o l i c y i s e f f e c t i v e l y counterbalanced by the rules 
r e l a t i n g to citizenship.^Z 

I . Stateless persons> l i k e a l i e n s , may acgulre Uruguayan cit i z e n s h i p 
(a) I f a stateless peraon Is the c h i l d i ^ / of "an Uruguayan^ father or 
mother, he acquires na-jiural c i t i z e n s h i p ( A r t i c l e 65 of the Constitution), 
In such cases i t i s only necessary to take up residence i n the country and 

to ent3r his name i n the c i v i l register,. 
Natural c i t i z e n s h i p acquired i n t h i s -way confers the sajie r i g h t s as the 

natural c i t i z e n s h i p of Uruguayans, 
(b) I f a stateless peraon i s not the c h i l d of an Uruguayan father or 
mother, he may acquire l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p ( A r t i c l e 66 of the Constitution), 
For that purpose he must f u l f i l the requirements of habitual residence f o r 

a varying number of y e a r s , ^ possession of property and good conduct. 
Legal citizenship i s not a favour granted by the State but a r i g h t to •vâlich 

anyone meeting the above conditions i s e n t i t l e d . 
The conditions do not include a requirement that the applicant should 

possess a foreign n a t i o n a l i t y ; a l l that Is. required la that he should not be 
Uruguayan, Thus a stateless person i s not asked for proof of his n a t i o n a l i t y 
but of the place of "his b i r t h , 

11• On acquiring c i t i z e n s h i p , a stateless person does not cease to be_ stateless 
(j u s t as an a l i e n does not cease to be an alien) 
In Uruguay there are c i t i z e n s (natural or legal) who are stateless persons 

or a l i e n s . 

2/ Thus, while an Uruguayan who l a naturalized i n another cour.try does not lose 
his n a t i o n a l i t y , he loses the r i g h t to exercise hie r i t i z e n s h i p ( A r t i c l e 71 
of the Constitution)i and ^ i l e an a l i e n may never acquire Uruguayan 
na t i o n a l i t y , he can e a s i l y acquire national c i t i z e n s h i p while retaining his 
ô m n a t i o n a l i t y . This explains why Uruguay does not issue na t u r a l i z a t i o n 
papers but c i t i z e n s h i p papers vdiich are issued by the E l e c t o r a l Court; and 
why, from the Uruguayan point of view, an a l i e n retains his n a t i o n a l i t y when 
he acquires Uruguayan citizenship (See A r t i c l e 1 of Act of 2 February I928; 
and A r t , 66, i n fine of Constitution of 193^), . 

10/ Whether legitimate or i l l e g i t i m a t e , 
11/ I t i s s u f f i c i e n t f o r one of the parents to be Uruguayan, 
12/ The n a t i o n a l i t y of the father or mother i s determined by the place of b i r t h 

of each, . 
13/ A r t i c l e 66 of the Constitution sets f o r t h i n d e t a i l the conditions and the 

time requirements. - /k, STATUS OF 
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k, S2AÎIJS OF STATEIÍSS PERSONS 

I . P o l i t i c a l r ights 
Stateless, persons, l i k e ' a l i e n s , do not possess p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . They may 

obtain those rights by acquiring national c i t i z e n s h i p . 
Waeti nat^xral c i t i z e n s h i p i s acquired, the in d i v i d u a l enjoys a l l p o l i t i c a l 

r i g h t s , namely: ' 
the r i g l i t to vote ( A r t i c l e 68, paragraph 1 of- the Constitution) 
the r i g h t to hold public o f f i c e ( i b i d ) 
the r i g h t to occupy posts i n the public service (A.rticle 69 of the 

Constitution), 
V/hen l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p i s acquired, the c i t i z e n enjoys the same r i g h t s , with . 

four exceptions: 
he may not be President of the Eepublic ( A r t i c l e 1̂ 8 of the Constitution) 
he may not be Vice-President ( A r t i c l e 1̂ 1-8 of the Constitution) 
he may not be a member of the Supreme Court of Justice ( A r t i c l e 208 of the 

Constiti-blcin) 
he may not be a member of the Administrative L i t i g a t i o n Tribunal (Articl.e 

269 of the Constitution) .• 
To exercise p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , the holder of l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p must allow a 

period varying bet-sioen three and seven years to elapse from the' time of the 
acquis i t i o n of c i t i z e n s h i p . 

Stateless persons and aliens who have not acquired c i t i z e n s h i p , have the 
ri g h t to vote after, f i f t e e n years of habitual residence ( A r t i c l e 67 of the 
Constitution). 

I I . Individual rights 
A l l persons, whether they be Uruguayans, aliens or .stateless, enjoy i d e n t i c a l 

Individual rights by the very f a c t that they are Inhabitants of the Republic 
( A r t i c l e 7 of the Cons t i t u t i o n ) , 

A r t i c l e 8 of the Constitution provides that a l l persons are equal before the 

The i n d i v i d u a l rights to which stateless persons, aliens and Uruguayans are 
equally e n t i t l e d include the follo^/lng: 

Ih/ See also A r t i c l e 22 of the C i v i l Code, /(a) the r i g h t - t o 
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(a) the ri(]ht to l i f e ( A r t i c l e ? of. the Constitution).. 
- tbero i s no death penalty in.Uruguay ( A r t i c l e 25 of the Constitution). 

(b) protection of thei r honour (Arti-;le 7 of the Constitution). 
(c) the r i g h t to privacy. 

I - the.sanctity of the home i s i n v i o l a b l e ; no one may enter i t by night 
•^Tithout the consent of i t s master and by day only at the express order 
of the competent judge ( A r t i c l e 11 of the C o n s i t i t n t i o n ) . 
- correspondence and papers are inviolable ( A r t i c l e 27 of the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ) . . . 

(d) physical freedom. 
- no one may be imprisoned except i n case of flagrante d e l i c t o or on 
the basis of presumptive evidence ( A r t i c l e 5 i of. the Constitution) . 
- no one may be punished or.imprisoned without due process of law 
(A r t i c l e 12 of the Constitution) . . . 
- the r i g h t of habeas corpus may be invoiced ( A r t i c l e 17 .of the 
Constitution). • . , , 
- secret enquiries are prghiblted ( A r t i c l e 22 of the Constitution), 
- no one may be inprisoned f o r debts ( A r t i c l e 15 of the Constitution). 
- prisons are used only as a means of keeping persons who have been 
t r i e d and sentenced i n safe custody and never, of hiomiliating thorn 
( A r t i c l e 25 of the Constitution)., 

(e) freedom of conscience, 
- r e l i g i o u s freedom ( A r t i c l e 5 of the Constitution). 
- the taking of oaths.by the-accused i s abolished ( A r t i c l e 20 pf the 
Constitution), , 
- Independence of moral and c i v i c conscience ( A r t i c l e 53 of the 
Constitution). 

(f) freedom of thought, 
- there i s no.censorship of any kind ( A r t i c l e 28 of the Constitution), 

• - freedom of education ( A r t i c l e 59.of the Constitution). 
(g) freedom ti.'i assemble, to form associations and to organize trade unions 
(A r t i c l e s 37, 38 and 56 of the Constitution). 
(h) freedom.to work-.. 

- any person may devote himself to labour, farming, industry or 

/commerce, and to 
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coinnierce, and to professional or-any-other legltjjaate a c t i v i t y 
( A r t i c l e 35 of the Constitution). 
- thus no authorization i s required to ohtaln employment•or to transfer 
from one post to another. 
- a l l irohabitants have the benefit of the same .labour l e g i s l a t i o n . 
- everyone has the r i g h t to s t r i k e ( A r t i c l e 56 of the Constitution). 
-"'there Is no disorimlnatiori betveen Uruguayans and non-,Uruguayans i n 
obtaining employtnent, 
EXCEPTIONS: (1) private contractors f o r public works are required 
to set aside a percentage of positions f o r Uruguayans. 
- there i s no discrimination i n tlie amount of s a l a r i e s . 
- there i s no discrimination i n the extension of benefits under the 
Colonization Act (Act of 12 January 19^8, A r t i c l e 60 G). 

( i ) the r i g h t to practise l i b e r a l professions (Ai'ticle 35 of the 
Constitution). 

- including medicine and law, both as advocate and notary, 
( j ) the r i g h t to enter into contracts, 

- to rent urban or r u r a l property f r e e l y , 
- to grant power of attorney (also to an a l i e n or a stateless person) 
f o r purposes of representation, 
- there are no special-interest rates on loans to aliens or stateless 
persons, 

(k) the r i g h t to property ( A r t i c l e 7 of the Constitu t i o n ) , 
- stateless persons, l i k e Uruguayans and foreigners, may own movable 
or Immovable property, 
EKCEPTIOW: Stateless persons and aliens' may not acquire property i n 
national security areas (airports, etc.) 
(Decree of I6 December 19i^2). 

- expropriation may be ordered only f o r reasons of "public necessity or 
u t i l i t y subject to the pajTûent of compensation determined by the courts 
i f necessary.(Article 31 of the Constitution, A r t i c l e ^92 of the C i v i l 
Code, Act of 28 March 1912). 

- property cannot be confiscated f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons' ( A r t i c l e ik of 
the Const i t u t i o n ) , ' , • 

/- the r i g h t of 
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- the r i g l i t of inheritance ( A r t i c l e 1+7 of the: Gongtltutlon) : stateless 
persone and aliens nay i n h e r i t , receive inheritanâès 'and mlze v i l l s i n 
the same vay as Uruguayans, • 

( l ) the r i g h t of i n t e l l e c t u a l , a i - t i s t i c . Industrial/commercial and other 
property, (patents, trade maries, copj/righb,'etc.) ( A r t i c l e 32 of the 
Constitution). 
(m) the r i g h t to prisaary, secondary, i n d u s t r i a l , a r t i s t i c , physical and 
advanced education, 

- education of a U Icinds given by the State i s free to a l l ( A r t i c l e 62 

of the Constitution), 
(n) the r i g l i t to s o c i a l assistence, 

- free medical care f o r indigent persons ( A r t i c l e ^5 of the 
Constitution), 
- assistance to mothers ( A r t i c l e 1+1 of tho Constitution) , 
- assistance to large famlllee ( A r t i c l e kO of the Constitution), 
- asylum f o r indigent x^ersons ( A r t i c l e 1+5 of the Constitution). 

(o) tiie r i g h t to s o c i a l s^qvjrity, 
- insurance without diocrtniination as to n a t i o n a l i t y , 

15/ 

- r e t i r e d pay, pensions and old-age penslons,"^^ without discrimination 
, as to n a t i o n a l i t y ( A r t i c l e 58 of the Constitution). 

(p) , the r i g h t to petition/any authority of the Eepulilic ( A r t i c l e 29 of the 
Constitution).- . 
(q) the r i g l i t of complaint. ..r..-,n.r 

- a l l Judges are responsible f o r any infringement of the righ t s of 
individuals or f o r any v i o l a t i o n of the l a v ( A r t i c l e 23 of'the 
Constitution), • 
- public o f f i c i a l s are personally l i a b l e f o r any prejudice caused to 
t h i r d p a r t i e s , 
- tho State has subsidiary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ( A r t i c l e 2k of the 
Constitution), . 

(r) access to courts of Justice, 
- stateless persons, l i k e Uruguayans and aliens.., have free access to 
courts of Justice. 

In the case of a l i e n s , prolonged residence i n the country i s required. 

/- i n Uruguay 
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. - In Uruguay there-are rno;,-special courts-fQr aliens,,or stateless 
persons-. • - • . • - , >• 
- security f o r costs i s not required merely "because the p l a i n t i f f i s an 
a l i e n or a -stateless person. Such security i s given at the p e t i t i o n 
of a part3J- vhen the p l a i n t i f f resides abroad (.vhether, he be an 
Uruguaj'an, an a l i e n or a stateless person) ( A r t i c l e 120 of the Code of 
. Civil.Procedure). . - . 
- l e g a l a i d on grounds of indigence i s available to aliens and 
stateless persons ( A r t i c l e 227 of the Constitution). 

I l l , Entry, residence and departure 
Stateless persons may enter, reside i n and leave the country ( A r t i c l e 36 of 

the Consti t u t i o n ) , 
(a) Sntvy 
I t i s not necessary to possess a n a t i o n a l i t y i n order to enter the country, 

i 

' • Presentation of a passport i s requested as proof of i d e n t i t y , not of 
n a t i o n a l i t y . A Hansen passport i s accepted. 

Stateless persons, l i k e foreigners, are admitted only on the basis of the 
regulations of 28 February 1 9 ^ ^ , 

Among the conditions f o r entry, the above regulations c a l l f o r a c e r t i f i c a t e 
issued by the competent authorities i n the country of o r i g i n or residence of the 
persons concerned stati n g that i f he i s not admitted to our country, he can 
return to his country of o r i g i n or residence. As there are States vhich do not 
issue such c e r t i f i c a t e s to stateless persons, those persons cannot enter Uruguay, 

Ee-entry i s penaltted vhen the period of absence does not exceed three years, 
(b) Eesidence 
Eesldence i n the country i s free to stateless persons; they may leave the 

t e r r i t o r y of the Republic whenever they wl.sh. 
The penalty of expulsion may be applied to them ( A r t i c l e 7̂ ^ of the Penal 

Code). 
They may be extradited ( A r t i c l e ik- of the Penal Code), 
(c) Departure 
Stateless persons,, l i k e a l i e n s , are riot "entitled to a-national passport 

i f they are not c i t i z e n s , " • ^ -• ' 

••' • ^ ••••• /EXCEPTIONS: 



E / 2 l 6 V A d(i.ll 
Page 9 

EXCEPTIOnS: A stateless or a l i e n woman married to an Uruguayan may obtain 
a national passport but the M i n i s t r y f o r Foreign A f f a i r s must inform the 
ccmpotent authorities of tjie statement contained therein that i t may not be 
invoiced to prove recognition of Uruguayan n a t i o n a l i t y 
Tlie same pri v i l e g e applies to widowG- and unmarried daughters. 
Stateless persons or aliens may i n certain cases obtain diplomatic 

passports (for example i n the case of a dependent r e l a t i v e of an Uruguayan 
a m b a s s a d o r ) . . . 

In certain cases stateless persons are e n t i t l e d to a Nansen passport, but 
111 

gent>rally without the r i g h t to return to Uruguay.-^-' 
Stateless persons, l i k e a l i e n s , are not e n t i t l e d to tho assistance of 

Uruguayan consuls when they are abroad. 
r v . Private rights 

In p r i n c i p l e c i v i l and coiniaercial lavrs apply -^d-thout d i s t i n c t i o n to a l l 
Inhabitants of the t e r r i t o r y oif the Republic, as indicated i n A r t i c l e 3 of the 
C i v i l Code, 

This principle i s l i m i t e d by Uruguayan rules of private international law 
which detemine i n what cases foreign law should be applied. Tlie above-
mentioned rules are contained i n d e t a i l ' i n A r t i c l e s 2393 to 2̂ 1-00 of the C i v i l 
Code, They are based on the system of domicile (not n a t i o n a l i t y ) . 

Hence whether a person i s stateless, an a l i e n or an Uruguayan i s irrelevant 
i n determining the system of pri\"ate r i g h t s . A r t i c l e 22, paragraph 2 of the 
C i v i l Code reads as follows: "Uruguayan law recognizes no d i s t i n c t i o n s betxreen 
Uruguayans and aliens as regards the a c q u i s i t i o n and exercise of the c i v i l 
r i ghts regulated by t h i s Code," 

The capacity of persons i s governed by the law of domicile ( A r t i c l e 2393 

of the C i v i l Code). 
The r i g h t ix> contract marriage i s governed by the law of the place i n -vi/hich 

the mac'riage occurs ( A r t i c l e 2395 of the C i v i l Code), 
Hence the parties to a marriage are not required to present foreign 
c e r t i f i c a t e s of any kind either from consular or other foreign a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Í6/ A r t i c l e 1 of Decree of 20 Kovember 1921; A r t i c l e 3 of Decree of 
/ 30 November I928. , - . 

YjJ Decrees of 22 August 1 9 2 k , 30 A p r i l 1925 . . . 10 A p r i l 1931. 

/They do not 
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Tíiej do not need to be domiciled i n Uruguay or to have residence peraiits. 
Personal r e l a t i o n s bet-j-reen spoiiees are governed by the law of matrimonial 

domicile (including divorce) ( A r t i c l e 2396 of the C i v i l Code). 
Property relations between spouses are governed by the law of the f i r s t 

inatrimrsGial domicile i n so f a r as no prohibitions are prescribed by the' law 
prevailing i n the place i n which the property i s situated ( A r t i c l e 2397 of the 
C i v i l Code) , 

Eelations between parents and children are governed by the law of 
matrimonial domicile ( A r t i c l e 2396 of the C i v i l Code), 

Eelations betx-reen parents and natural children, as well as guardianship 
and custody, are governed by the law of the domicile of the l e g a l representative 
of the minors (doctrinal solution authorized by A r t i c l e l 6 of the C i v i l Code), 

Inheritance, including the r i g h t to Inherit, i s governed by the law of the 
place i n which the property i s situated ( A r t i c l e 2^00 of tho C i v i l Code) . 

Wo d i s t i n c t i o n i s ms-de between inheritance of movable and iümiovable 
property, 

The r i g h t to make a w i l l , the form of the w i l l and the v a l i d i t y of the 
provisions of testaments are governed by the law of the place i n which.the 
property i s situated. ( A r t i c l e 2ll-00 of the C i v i l Code). 

C i v i l status, the•attainment of majority and a f f i l i a t i o n must be proved 
by authentic c i v i l r e g i s t e r papers or c e r t i f i c a t e s ( A r t i c l e kO of the C i v i l 
Code). . , , 

Nevertheless, additional proofs are accepted esp e c i a l l y vàien the. 
documents must be issued by foreign authorities and i t i s 
demonstrably impossible to obtain them. 

V. Duties 
Stateless persons, l i k e a l i e n s , have the same duties as Uruguayans » 
Stateless persons, l i k e Uruguayans, cannot be obliged to do what i s not 

required by law and cannot be prevented from doing what i s not prohibited by 
law ( A r t i c l e 10 of the Constitution), 

Statelasy persons have tho same tax obligations as Uruguayans. 
Stateless persons have the same health obligations as Uruguayans ( A r t i c l e 

k3 of the Constitution). 

/Primary 
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Pricarj- education i s clDligsitcs'y i o r gtatoless pei-scna,' 
They may-also be subject t o T d l i t a i - y s e r v i c e ' 

•5. eONCLUSIOÎi 

Uriiguayan l e g i s l a t i o n provides no msana vhereby stateieos persona may 
become Uruguay-ana , , 

On the other ha,nd, Uruguayan legiaji.at'io.n does not give r i s e to 
statelessness, -

Moreover, the ota tus. oí' statelèg.a per eons i n Uruguay i s so similar to that 
of aliens that, generally speakirj.^,. t h e i r position does not improve through the 
acquisition of foreign nationa3.ity, 

F i n a l l y , without ceasing to be stateless,, stateless persqna may achieve 
a status 0;lmilar to that, of Urug^-iayans merely "by obtaining c i t i z e n s h i p , 

TRRAO'nïNT OF STATJÏÏLESG PSES0ÎIS HI UBUQÛ iY 

Introduction 
The'constit-itional system of'Uruguay i n the matter of n a t i o n a l i t y i s 

different i n s i g n i f i c a n t aspects, which are important in deteï̂ minlng the a'tatus 
of Btatelesa persona, from the systom prevailing i n the American republics 
generally, ' ' . 

As the i n s t i t u t i o n of naturalization la unknowi among us and the pr i n c i p l e 
.ii§ s o l i i s ac^.opted as the only pr i n c i p l e governing the acq u i s i t i o n of 

n a t i o n a l i t y , ' i t may be said that an a l i e n can never cease to be an a l i e n i n 
re l a t i o n to our country, and that Uruguay la unable to offer stateless persona 
a means of acquiring n a t i o n a l i t y 'so long as'the present Constitution remains 
unchanged, 

11 • ?he;Constitutional System 
In connexion with n a t i o n a l i t y and c i t i z e n s h i p , our Constitution makes the 

following d i s t i n c t i o n s among individuals: 
• • (̂ ) In the matter of nationallt.y; 

1. Only individuals bom' within thé t e r r i t o r y of the Republic, 

18/ See, for example, the Act of .2; February I928, . •• • 

/whatever-their 



E / 2 l 6 V A d d.ll 
Page 1 2 ' 

whatever thei r sex^ aro nationals* 
2, All'others are foreigners and can not a t t a i n the status of 
Uruguayans, i . e . nationals of our Eepublic. 
3 . N a t i o n a l i t y i s never l o s t ' o r suspended, 

(b) In the TP.atter of citlzeinship^: 
1, There are two types of c i t i z e n s : natural and l e g a l c i t i z e n s , 
2, A l l nationals are natural c i t i z e n s . 
3, Also, aliens who are children of an Uruguayan father or mother, 
i . e . of an Uruguayan national, can obtain natural c i t i z e n s h i p i f they 
take up residence in the country and are entered i n the C i v i l 
Eegister, 
h. A l l other aliens,, i . e . those who are not children of an Uruguaya-
father or mother, can obtain only l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p . 
5, There are very s l i g h t differences between natural and l e g a l 
c i t i z e n s h i p , the f i r s t type of c i t i z e n s h i p conferring a number of 
r i g h t s which are not conferred by the second. Thus, to be President 
of the Republic, a member of the Supreme Court or of the 
Adrainlstrative L i t i g a t i o n Tribunal, natural citizehfahip i s roquired 
and l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p i s not s u f f i c i e n t , as i t i s f o r the o f f i c e s of 
l e g i s l a t o r . Minister of State, Judge, etc. 
6, Natural c i t i z e n s h i p i s never l o s t , although i t may be suspended 
i n certain cases . ' 
7, Legal citizenship i s l o s t i f the holder i s naturalized i n 
another country a f t e r obtaining Uruguayan c i t i z e n s h i p . 

As a r e s u l t of the ^bove provlsidns, which are contained i n A r t i c l e s 6k 

to 71 of the Constitution, stateless persone cannot become nationals oC Uruguay 
nor can anyone who has not achieved that status by b i r t h . Conversely, i t may 
be said that no Uruguayan could ever become stateless according to the law of 
this country," 

I I I . Stateless Persons and Immigration ' 
I t should be noted tha-T- there are no c o n s t i t u t i o n a l or l e g a l provisions 

preventing stateless persons from entering the country. 
The laws i n force do not require the immigrant to produce a passport as 

proof of n a t i o n a l i t y , although they recognize the value of a passport as an 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n document. / i n addition, by , 
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In addition, by Decree of 22 August 192̂ 1-, Uruguay recognized Kansen passports 
vhich may be issued to stateless persons. 

The rules i n force (Decree of 30 November I928) do not allow the issuance of 
Uruguayan passports except to Uruguayans, i . e , to our nationals, or to the wives 
of Uruguayans, Only i n the l a t t e r case can a stateless woman obtain a Uruguayan 
passport, 

IV, Stateless Persons_and Citizenship 
Nothing prevents a stateless person from obtaining l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p i n 

Uruguay provided that he f u l f i l s the conditions required of a l l aliens for that 
purpose by the constitutional provisions. 

I t should be noted that l e g a l c i t i z e n s h i p i s not a pri v i l e g e which the State 
can grant to or withhold from anyone requesting i t , but rather a r i g h t which can 
be l e g a l l y claimed from the State by anyone f u l f i l l i n g the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
conditions. • 

V, Stateless Persons and I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
Stateless persons residing i n our country can obtain police i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

papers under the same conditions as any ether non-national, the provisions i n 
force not constituting any obstacle. 

YI, Conclusions 
So long as the con s t i t u t i o n a l provisions i n force are unchanged, Uruguay can 

offer l i t t l e to improve the status of stateless persons. 
On the other hand, our country does nothing to aggravate the problem of 

statelessness as i n no case does i t permit any of i t s nationals to lose th e i r 
n a t i o n a l i t y , " 


