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I. INTRODUCTION

1. By resolution 3183 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, the General Assembly
decided to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference to
examine all the views and suggestions expressed by Governments on the convening
~f a world disarmament conference and related problems, including conditions for
the realization of such a conference, and to submit, on the basis of consensus,
a report to the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth seRsion.

2. The General Assembly also decided that the Ad Hoc Committee should consist
of the. following 40 non-nuclear-weapon Member states appointed by the. President
of the General Assembly after consultation with all regional groups: Algeria,
Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Canada, Chile, Colombia,
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan,
Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia.

3. The General Assembly invited the States possessing nuclear weapons to
co-operate or maintain contact with the Ad Hoc Committee, it being understood that
they would enjoy the same rights as the appointed members of the Committee.

4. It further invited all States to communicate as soon tg possible to the
Secretary-General, for transmission to the Ad Hoc Committee, any views and
suggestions they deemed pertinent to submit for the purpose defined in paragraph 1
above. The replies received are contained in documents A/AC.167/L.2 and Add.1-6,
A/9590 and A/9636.

II. ivORK OF THE COMMITTEE

5. The Committee held 16 meetings at United Nations Headquarters between
7 and 10 May, 24 and 27 June and 9 and 13 September 1974. The 1st meeting of the
Committee was opened by the Secretary-General, who made a statement.

6. The Committee elected the following officers:

Chairman: Mr. Fereydoun Hoveyda (Iran)

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Eugeniusz Kutaga (Poland)

Mr. Patrice Mikanagu (Burundi)

Mr. Javier Perez de CuelIar (Peru)

Rapporteur : Mr. Antonio Elias • (Spain)

7. In addition. to States appointed to serve on the Ad Hoc Committee as members,
France, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Union
of Soviet Socialist RepUblics participated in the 'Work of the-Committee by virtue
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of paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 3183 (XXVIII). Under the same
paragraph, China and the United states of America maintained contact with the
Ad Hoc Committee through its Chairman.

8. In examining the views of states, as requested by the General Assembly in
resolution 3183 (XXVIII), the Committee had before it, at its request, a summary
prepared by the Secretariat quoting, under headings proposed by the bureau and
accepted by the Committee, views and suggestions expressed by Governments. The
draft of the summa~y was circulated to all States Members of the United Nations
for additional comments and suggestions. The Secretary-General sent communications
to the Member States, inviting them to present in writing any new suggestions
they desired to offer.

9. At its 8th'meeting, on 26 June 1974, the Committee established an open-ended
Working Gruup, composed of Burundi, Egypt, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy, Mexico,
Peru, Poland and Spain, with the task of preparing a draft report, to be examined
by the Committee for submission to the General Assembly. Representatives of
Argentina and Yugoslavia, members of the Ad Hoc Committee, participated in the
deliberations of the Working Group. In addition, representatives of Brazil,
Czechoslovakia, Indonesia, Pakistan, Romania, Sweden, Turkey and Zambia attended
meetinF I of the Working Group.

10. The Working Group held 37 meetings between 27 June and 6 September 1974,
under the chairmanship of the Rapporteur of the Committee.

11. On 9 Sept~~ber, the Chairman of the Working Group, in an oral report (issued
under the symbol A/AC.167/L.6), introduced to the Ad Hoc Committee the draft report
prepared by the Working Group (A/AC.167/L.5).

12. The Ad Hoc Committee, on the proposal of its Chairman, took note of a
suggestion that there should be continued application of methods and means used
until now for helping to clear the way towards the initiation .of the preparation
for convening a world, disarmament conference, particularly the contacts by the
Chairman and members of the Ad Hoc Committee on a personal basis with the nuclear
Powers, in order to explore the possibility of reaching agreement on the solution
of at least some of the disarmament problems most frequently mentioned in the
debates, and with a view to reaching agreement on the question of convening a t,

world disarmament conference.

13. The final version of the "Summary of views and suggestions expressed by
Governments on the convening of a world disarmament conference and related problems,
including conditions for the realization of such a conference" (A!AC.167 /L.l~),

incorporating the views received as at 5 August 1974, was examined by the Working
Group and the Ad Hoc Committee and found to be an adequate r~flection of the
positions maintained by Governments. Various delegations expressed their
appreciation to the Secretariat for the preparation of such a document.

14. It was decided that the summary should be annexed to the report of the
Committee (see below).

-2-



Ill. EXAMINATION OF VIEWS AND SUGGESTIONS EXPRESSED
BY GOVERNMENTS

15. From the range of views expressed by Governments as summarized in the annex
below, the following approaches are discernible:

(a) A large group of States strongly urges that a world disarmament
conference be convened as soon as possible after due preparation. vfuile stress
is laid on the participation of all States on an equal footing, the participation
of nuclear-weapon States is, neve~theless, deemed essential.

(b) Other States maintain that active participation of all nuclear-weapon
States is a condition sine qua non for the success of the conference, which would
also require thorough preparation. If all nuclear-weapon States take an active
interest in the preparation and convening of a world disarmament conference, it
could produce positive results.

(c) Another group of States is convinced that politic~l conditions for the
convening of a world disarmament conference, being especially promoted by
detente and the ever increasing importance of disarmament, have become ripe.
The conference should be convened as soon as possible, with preparatory steps
to be taken without delay. All countries of the world should participate in the
conference on an equal footing. The participation of all nuclear-weapon States
is of great importance.

(d) According to another approach, a world disarmament conference can only
be convened if certain prerequisites for the creation of necessary conditions
conducive to genuine disarmament. are met. The convening of a world disarmament
conference could only be acceptable if there were a clear obligation on the part
of the nuclear-weapon States (i) not to be the first to use nuclear weapons,
particularly against non-nuclear-weapon States, and (ii) to end all forms of
military presence on the territory of other countries by those concerned.

t,

(e) According to another line of thinking, a world disarmament conference
cannot contribute at this time to the achievement of concrete arms control
agreements. Such agreements could only be obtained through a step-by-step
approach by careful, patient and businesslike negotiations in an atmosphere
relatively free of polemics. The General Assembly could note, by consensus, the
possihle usefulness of a world dfsarmament conference convened at an appropriate
time.

(f) Finally, several States agree and support in principle the convening
of a world disarmament conference; however, they consider of crucial importance
the need to eliminate the difficulties with regard to its convening. Therefore,
they call upon all parties to overcome the difficulties which separate them in
order that a world disarmament conference, so long awaited by peace-loving
peoples, could be realized.

16. The views and suggestions expressed by Governments on the convening of a
world disarmament conference can be generally summarized as follows:

(a) A world disarmamentconf'erence could provide e. new universal forum to
make multilateral disarmament negotiations effective and to give meaning and
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substance to the Disarmament Decade and to the efforts to reach general and
complete disarmament under effective international control.

(b) A world disarmament conference could give new impetus o~ become a turning
point in the dinarmament efforts. It could fulfil the need for a universal forum
for disarmament discussions; ideas and principles emanating from a world
disarmament conference could strengthen negotiating bodies in arriving at concrete
agreements. .
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(c) The holdin~ of a world disarmament conference should neither impair nor
result in slowing down or interfering '1'1ith the efforts already under '1'1ay through
existing channels of negotiation in the field of disarmament and arms control.

(d) A world disarmament conference should approach disarmament within the
context of international collective security, global and regional, and the
economic development, particularly of developing countries.

(e) The universalization of the disarmament talks could spur disarmament
negotiations and facilitate the adoption of disarmament measures.

(f) A world disarmament conference could ensure the openness of diplomacy,
equality of participation and exposure to public accountability that might
stimulate effective action.

(g) The premature convening of a world disarmament conference or of a
preparatory commission would be more likely to produce harmful rhetoric, rather
than purpbseful, businesslike negotiations, which would be needed to produce
specific results.

(h) The First Committee of the General Assembly, where all nuclear-weapon
states were represented, was performing the task of establishing broad objectives
for disarmament negotiations and there would be no need, at this time, for
duplication of this activity in another forum.

17. The following views were expressed about the conditions for the realization
of a world disarmament conference:

(a) A world disarmament conference should be ~dequately prepared. (For more
precise information, see the views expressed by Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia,
Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist RepUblic, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, France,
Germany, the Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, India, .Iran, Ireland, Italy,
Japan~ Mali~\ Mauritania, Morocco, Net'; Zealand, 'Nigeria, Norway, the Philippines,
Sierra Leone, Tunisia, Turkey, the Ukrainian Soviet pocialist Republic, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, the tJnited Republic of Tanzania and Venezuela as contained in the annex
below. )

(b) The participation in a world disarmament conference should be universal.
All States should be assured of equal participation in the conference. (For more
precise information, see the views expressed by Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Ecuador,
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Finland, the German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Guinea, Hungary, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Kuwait, Laos, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka,·the Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the
United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanzania, uruguay, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia and Z~bia, as contained in the annex below.)

(c) The participation of all nuclear-weapon States and major military States
in a world disarmament conference must be assured; the nuclear-weapon States
should displ~y a readiness to go along with the widely held views that disarmament
issues should be tackled on an urgent basis and with the participation of all
States, big and small. (For more precise information, see the views expressed
by Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil,
Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, Germany, the
Federal Republic of, Ghana~ Greece, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, 'India, Indonesia,
Iran, Ireland, Italy, the Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kuwait,' Laos, Liberia,
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, NepaJ., the
Netherlands, Norway, New Zealand, Pakistan, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Romania,
Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, Sweden, the Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
RepUblic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, the United Republic of Cameroon, United RepUblic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia and Zambia, as contained in the annex
below. )

(d) The developing process of detente in international relations provides
one of the basic conditions for the successful convening of a world disarmament
conference. (For more precise information, see the views expressed by Finland,
the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, New Zealand, Mongolia, Poland and the
Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics as contained in the annex below.)

(e) A world disarmament conference could be successful only in an atmosphere
of detente, international co-operation and mutual trust. (For more precise
information, see the views expressed by Austria, Norway and Sierra Leone, as
contained in the annex below.)

(f) A world d1sarmament conference would have to be able to offer real
prospects of agreement on significant arms control measures. (For more precise
information, see the views expressed by the United States of America, as contained
in the annex below.)

(g) All countries shou.ld have the right to equal participation in the
decisions and control over their implementation. (For more precise information,
see the views expressed by Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, BUlgaria, the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic, the German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Hungary, Nepal,
Romania, Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Yugoslavia and Zambia,
as contained in the annex below.)

(h) All nuclear countries, particularly the Soviet Union and the United
States of America, which possess the largest amount of nuclear weapons, must first
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of all undertake the unequivocal obligations that at no time and in no circumstances
iV'ill they be the first 'co use nuclear iV'eapons, and they not only will not use
nuclear weapons against each other, but more importantly will not use tllem against
the non-nuclear countries; they must iV'ithdraiV' from abroad all their armed forces ~

including nuclear missile forces, and dismantle all their military bases,
including nuclear bases, on the territories of other countries. (For more
inform~cion, see the views expressed by China as contained in the annex below.)

(i) It was indispensable to enpure in advance general support for the
convening of a world disarmament conference. (For more precise information, see
the views expressed by Algeria, Austra~ia, Austria, Belgium, Ecuador, Ghana,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Tunisia, the United Kingdom
of Great Brit~in and Northern Ireland and the United states of America as contained",
in the annex below.)

18. Suggestions have also been offered by Governments on the main objectives of
a world disarmament conference, which can be generally summarized as follows:

(a) A world disarmament conference should have clear objectives, namely,
to discuss the total prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction;

(b) A world disarmament conference could help states to determine and agree
upon the most urgent aspects of the disarmament problems and to point Ollt
practical and mutually acceptable and agreed ways and means of limiting and putting
an end to the arms race;

(c) A world disarmament conference could evaluate and encourage disarm&uent
efforts, formulating guidelines and priorities with a view to the ultimate goal
of general and complete disarmament under effective international control, giving
primary consideration to nuclear disarmament; it could also point out practical
and mutually acceptable measures of disarmament;

(d) A world disarmament conference, by bringing together all States of the
world and especially all the nuclear-weapon States and militarily significant
countries, could tackle the que.stion of disarmame!lt globally and seek ways and
means of solV'ing disarmament problems;

(e) A world disal'mament conference could review and make recommendations on
the political, economic and military aspects of disarmament;

(f) A world disarmament conference should give prominent place to the ~uestion

of the negative economic and social conse~uences of the arms race for the world
community and, in particular, for the developing countries;

(g) A world disarmamerrt conference could strengthen the link between
disarmament and economic'development, suggesting,ways and means of channelling
the funds saved from measures of disarmament for accelerating economic and social
development in general and in the developing countries, in particular;

(h) A world disarmament conference could make an assessment of the results
achieved in the field of disarmament negotiations, and evaluate the significance
and implementation of international agreements concluded so far;

-6-
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J (i) A world disarmament conference could draw the attention of the
international community to the magnitude and gravity of the arms race and to
determine a general line of actior to halt and reverse it •.
19. Views and suggestions have also been offered by Governments on the preparation,
agenda and organizational aspects of a world disarmament conference:

(a) Adequate prepe.ration

The preparation necessary for a world disarmament conference could be
undertaken in stages, through bilateral and multilateral conSUltations, by
either existing organs dealing with disarmament or eventually by a preparatory
body, designated in advance (with timing, size, composition and terms of
reference to be determined and agreed upon). The perticipation of all the
nuclear-weapon states and militarily significant Powers in the preparation
for a world disarmament conference was considered by some Governments as
useful, by others as extremely desirable and by still others as indispensable.

(b) Agenda

(i) The agenda of a World Disarmament Conference should be comprehensive
with a view to arriving at agreement on guidelines for general and
complete disarmament, under effective international control;

(ii) Priority should be given in a world disarmament conference agenda to
specific measures of disarmament, especially nuclear disarmament and
the elimination of other weapons of mass destruction;

(iii) The agreement on the agenda should be reached in the preparatory stage.

(c) Timing, duration and possible site

A world disarmament conference should be· convened at an early date,
preferable within the next two years or as soon as possible; it should be
convened at an appropriate time; the time should be decided in light of
the preparatory work. The conference could last for one to three months or
as necessary for. the fulfilment of its task, and it could be convened at
Geneva, New York, Vienna or any other site assuring participation of all
States;

(d) The view vas also expressed that, under present circumstances, it is
inadvisable to convene, set a date for, or start preparations for a world
disarmament conference.

20. Views were also expressed on procedural aspects of a world disarmament
conference (level of representation, character of decisions and methods of their
adoption), its follow-up and its relationship to the United Nations.

-7-
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WOC World Disarmament Conference

Introductory note

At its 5th meeting on 3 May 1974, the Ad Hoc Committee on the World
Disarmament Conference requested the Secretariat to prepare a summary of views and
suggestions expressed by Governments on the convening of a world disarmament
conference and related problems, including conditions for the,re~.ization of such
a conference.

A draft dated 5 June 1974 was circulated to all Members of the United Nations,
with a request to forward any comments and suggestions to the Disarmament Affairs
Division by 5 August 1974.

The present document incorporates the comments and suggestions received from
Member States on the draft.
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I. General views and suggestions on the convening of a world disarmament
conference and related problems: conditions for the realization of
the conference

AfRharlis tan

Supported an early convening of the WDC. "Stagnation" faced in the CCD,
"could be removed by the universalization of disarmament talks in a forum" such as
the WDC, "where negotiations between countries including all the nuclear-weapon
States, could result in the emergence of new ideas and approaches and the fixing
of new priorities in the field of disarmament". Afghanistan is not satisfied with
"slow progress" in CCD. The WDC should lIreview and assess the whole range of
international efforts and achievements concerning general and complete disarmament".
(A/C.l/PV.1950, p. 48; A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 83)

"Not convinced" that the holding of a WDC "may eventually result in
duplication of efforts already made by the United Nations. It may strengthen and
complement other efforts undertaken in this field". Afghanistan "is flexible as
to the methods and means to be used for solving the questions related to the
convening of the conference and its adequate preparation". (A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 83;
A/C.l/PV.1950, p. 48)

Two preprequisites for success of WDC are, first, it "should be attended by
all States, including the five nuclear-weapon States, and, secondly, that it should
be well prepll..i.'ed". (A/C .l/PV .1950, p. 48)

"Needless to say, the participation of the People's RepUblic of China and other
countries whose representatives are not present at the disarmament talks is
extremely important in such a conference". (A/PV.1961, p. 43)

Albania

, "We quite understand and fully share the legitimate concern of peace-loving
Members due to enormous dimensions of the arms race of the imperialist Powers, and
we consequently understand their sincere desire to find a way out of the
disarmament problem ••• The truth is that armaments are a condition of the
existence of imperialism and social-imperialism, and, consequently, disarmament will
never be brought about in the world as long as imperialist and social-imperialist
States continue to exist. 1l (A/PV.2022, p. 37)

"In the present circumstances it would be Utopian to hope that this conference
could yield any positive results on disarmament. It is clear that the proposal to
convene such a conference is made simply for demagogic purposes and does not servd
the cause of true disarmament but is a camOUflage for the arms race."
(A/C.l/PV.1952, pp. 29-30)

Convening of the WDC "without establishing the necessary prior conditions,
would result only in inGreasing illusions and promises and adding to the number of
ineffectual resolutions". Recalled statement in the general debate, calling on the
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"two super-Powers to put -an end to their policy of ,.,ar and aggression: let them
undertwte not to be first to use nuclear weapons; let them undertclte to prohibit
the production and, use of those weapons and to destroy them completely in accordance
with the well-known proposals of the Government of the People's Republic of China;
let them undertwte effectively to travel the road to,.,ards the destruction of
weapons of mass destruction; let them reduce their armed forces to the levels
required by the interests of their national defence; let them withdraw within their
national border all troops and fleets which they maintain abroad; let them put an
end to their practice of expanding military bases abroad; let them destroy their
aggressive military blocs and put an end to the arms race under any guise whatever".
(A/C.l/PV.188l~ pp. 44-46)

"The aggressive nature of American imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism
remains unchanged~ and armaments are one of the conditions of the existence of their
system. That is why the convening of a WDC proposed by the Soviet Union is but a
propaganda manoeuvre which would make us waste our time in empty speeches and would
delude the world~ so that those Powers (the 'USSR and the United States) would be
able to act against the peoples of the world and against peace." (A/PV.2048, p. 68;
A/PV.188l, pp. 44-46)

Algeria

" indeed~ any disarmament measure will remain an illusion and will be
adopted in vain until the political problems at the very origin of the serious
tension in various parts of the ,.,orid are settled ••. " (A/C.l/PV.1880, p. 6)

"The final settlement of local disputes; the cessation of any foreign
intervention in the politicaJ., economic and military field; the elimination of
military bases; renunciation of the policy of zones 'of influence and hegemonies
all are prior conditions of any true disarmament programme. Without them, our
efforts would inevitably be doomed to certain .failure." (A/C .l/PV .1880, p. 6)

.-

t, " • •• it is the aim of the non-aligned countries, in order to ensure the
conditions for true world wide security, to achieve general and complete disarmament,
through a world-wide conference -- disarmament which implies not only the
prohibition of nuclear testing and destruction of nuclear stockpiles but also the
dismantling of military bases and the withdr-awal of foreign troops from all the .
regions of the world." (A/PV.2208, p. 7)

" ••• it is only through the participation of all countries that genuine
disarmament measures can reaJ.ly be carried out. • •• talks held exclusively by
Powers having the highest level of armaments can only lead to the search for" a
balance of armaments, which "can in no case be confused with disarmament". This
is why the idea of the WDC "has been received ,.,ith increasing favour" and was
adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.

The WDC was "a constant demand of the non-aligned group. Such a cqnference
should be convened with the participation of all countries without exception and
should give them equal access to discussions and decisions and the same kind of
participation in control over their implementation". All countries "should be
placed on an equal footing and be able to tackle the problem as a whole in order
to achieve general and complete disarmament".

-11-
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"The true difficulty in convening a WDC lies in the opposition of some
countries. Their Objections must certainly be talten' into consideration") some of
which Algeria shared. Yet Algeria "remained convinced" about the useful convening
of 'the wnc and that "the participation of all is a sine qua non for the
effectiveness and success of such a conference" •

" it is indispensable to ensure in advance the unanimous consent of all
countries to the idea" of the WDC. (A/C.l/PV.1880) pp. 7-10)

Argentina

"In principle) we support the proposal to convene a wnc open to all States and
attended by the five nuclear-weapon Powers, convinced as we are that it might /give!
a fresh impetus to ••• negotiations for aChieving general and complete disarmament­
under effective international control." (ccn/pv. 600)

Argentina "had repeatedly stated that ••• it was essential that all nuclear
Powers and all the militarily significant nations should participate fin disarmament
negotiations!; that was more important than the forum in which the negotiations were
held ••• Such a conference /WDC! could be an appropriate means of bringing together
the five members of the so-c8J.led nuclear club in a joint disarmament effort .
••• once the participation of those Powers was assured, it would be possible for all
States to work together to establish priorities for disarmament, starting with
nuclear disarmament, and set up procedural machinery for co-ordinating the work of
the various negotiating bodies. His delegation had nevertheless laid down two
prerequisites for the convening of such a conference, namely, that careful and
adequate preparations should be made and that all States, whether they were Members
of the United Nations or not, should be free to participate." (A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 4)

Argentina had "from the very outset supported this initiative /to hold a WnC!
because we felt it might be helpful to assess all that has been done in the field of
disarmament, redress "errors , and. establish guidelines for future negotiation on the'\
basis of the criterfa-'for general acceptance. However ••• it was essential to
fulfil certain requirements so as to ensure the success of the conference ••• in
particular, the following: care ful and adequate preparation in order to determine
SUfficiently in advance the conference's programme, its purposes, attributes and
procedures, as well as the relationship to be established between it and the other
bodies that deal with disarmament, in particular the negotiating bodies .•. in order
that it may fulfil its objectives and not become a mere propaganda forum, it is
essential •.. that all the nuclear Powers be on a footing of absolute equality and
all the militarily significant nations must participate ••• it must be open to all

·States without exclusion." (A/C.l/PV.1938, pp. 46-47)

Australia

The "attendance of the five nuclear Powers - as well, of course, as that of
other States of major military and political significance - would be an essential
pre-condition of a successful conference".

Examination and "sifting of views presumably would take place before actual
preparatory work began and before any fiTIll decision was taken to convene a
conference". (A/C.l/PV.1886, p. 31)

-12-
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"We would also certainly support the convening, at the appropriate time and
after full and careful preparation, of a WDC that could bring together all nations,
and particularly all those more powerful nations whose consensus will be imperative"
if "succeeding generations are to be saved from the scourge of war". (A/PV. 2042,
p. 54; A/C.l/PV.1940)

A W'DC "should, of course~ offer a reasonable prospect of contributing to rather
than delaying or detracting from the negotiation, within existing disarmament
machinery such as the CCD, of balanced and verifiable agreements on arms control
and disarmament". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 3)

WDC "should include the five nuclear Powers and other States of significant
military and political importance". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 3)

Austria

Favoured the idea of a world disarmament conference. (A/C.l/PV.18~8, p. 56;
A/88l7, annex I)

The Ad Hoc Committee "must be cautious and patient if it was, to reach a
solution", because views on conditions for convening differ. While "a majority of
States were agreed that a WDC should be held and only be successful if all the
nuclear Powers participated", not all nuclear Powers were in favour of holding a
WDC llat the present time". "WDC could provide a forceful impetus to all disarmament
negotiations ••• it could stimulate new proposals and ••• it would provide a vantage
point from which to review and evaluate all activities in the field of dis armament. "
(A/AC.l/167/SR.4, pp. 2-3;A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 23)

WDC "should be comprehensive so as to provide a broad basis for the work" in
the other existing' forums seized of disarmament issues. IIDC "should avoid
interfering in processes which might have been set in motion in more restricted
forums". (A/PV.1990, p. 17)

"The WDC, when it becomes politically feasible - and this seems to me the
essential precondition for convening it - would be able to draw on the material, the
ideas, the personnel and the achievements of the various bodies and institutions
which so far have dealt with questions of disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1888,p.56)

"All States should participate in a WDC'. The importance of' the participation
of the big Powers and, indeed, of all militarily important States flows logically
from the basic theme of the conference. Genuine disarmament efforts must be
universal. Consequently, the 'tIDC, too, should be open to non-members of the
United Nations." (A/88l7, annex I, p. :»

;1

The participation of all the nucleal:-weapon'States in the "WDC was
indispensable. (A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 23)

H••• a conference of this kind can be successful only in an atmosphere of
detente, international co-operation and mutual trust. Should it become apparent
tha~, at the date envisaged for the'conference, these circumstances do not exist,
it might be advisable to postpone its convening." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 4)

-13-
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Belgium

. Belgium "cannot conceive of such a meeting /Imc/ without the presence of the
main military Powers. The non-participation of one of those PO''1ers, nuclear or
non-nuclear, would obviously considerably reduce the usefulness of such
international proceedings. Before deciding to convene such a conference, therefore,
we must be sure, through consultations,' that those States will accept the
organizational arrangements proposed and that they \'1ill be present". (A/PV.• 1992 ,
pp. 3-5)

To be useful, the WDC should be carefully prepared and truly representative.
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 6)

" ••• followed with sympathy the efforts made by non-aligned countries to seek
ways that wc)uld make it possible to start a dialogue between the nuclear Powers".
(A/C.l/PV.1899, p. 13)

Bhutan

Supported the convening of the 'IIDC, "with the participation of all countries
of the world". (A/PV.2l46, p. 8; A/PV.2053, p. 11)

Brazil

WDC Ilshould be seen in conjunction with the need to accommodate the interests
of the nuclear-weapon States and of the medium and small PowE.'rs which are by
definition non-nuclear-weapon States. This was and remains a contention of the
Brazilian delegation. He are persuaded that the conference should be convened only
in a context of general accommodation of interests and of relaxation of
international tensions. Otherwise ••• constructive initiative by the int~~riational
community would serve merely as a political platform for one country or another or
f~r a given group of countries". (A/C .l/PV.1942, .p. 12)

WDC "could be an effective forum for a joint evaluation of the usefulness of
collateral and non-armaments measures already agreed upon, for speeding up the
sluggish pace of the disarmament negotiations in a new and more productive phase
for the nnternational community, leading to general and complete disarmament under
effective international control. In addition, a world conference could draw up
guidelines for the future work of the CCD. At the same time the possibility ff
achieving concrete results of that conference, in the forms of agreements or
conventions, should not be eliminated a priori". (A/PV.1995, p. 51)

The WDC "must be approached in the light of the urgent need to reconcile the
intere13ts of the nuclear and non-nuclear Powers. It must not be allowed to become
a political arena which would serve the interests of only one country or group o~.

countries". (A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 13)

i
-14-
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One "attractive feature of the proposal ••• is that States should participate
in this world conference on an equal footing ••• nuclear Powers "should be treated
as such, that is,' as States possessing nucJ.ear weapons", and not as permanent
members of the Security Council giving rise to questions as to their rights and
prerogatives vis-a-vis participating States". (A/PV.1995, p. 53)

"The success of the conference would depend on very careful political and
technical preparation, the participation of all the nuclear Powers and the
establishment of a clear relationship with the General Assembly, so that there
would be no doubt as to its legal and political status." (A/AC.167/SR. 5, p. 14)

"Further negotiations wel;'e obviousl:r needed at all levels. Care should be
taken not to disguise the fact that there were obstacles to the convening of the
Conference, and it was essential to kno,., exactly w'hat those obstacles were."
(A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 13)

General Assembly resolutions 2734 (XXV) and 2880 (XXVI) on the Declaration
on the Strengthening of International Security, "list a number of relevant
guidelines for our deliberations on the convenience of convening a WDC, namely:
the close connexion between the strengthening of internatidnal security,
disarmament and the economic development of developing countries; the need,
particularly for the nuclear-weapon States, to make urgent and concerted efforts
for the cessation of the arms race at an early date, the elimination of nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction and the conclusion of a treaty on
general and complete disarmament; the need to ensure that the benefits of the
technology of the peaceful use of nuclear energy are available to all States, as
was recommended also by the Conference of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States; and the need
to devote, a substantial portion of the savings derived from measures in the field
of disarmament to promoting economic and social dev~lopment, particularly in the
developing countries". (A/C.l/PV.1878, p. 41; A/C.l/PV.1898; A/C.l/PV.1882)

Decision to hold WDC under United Nations auspices "would not necessarily
prejudge another important issue, namely that of whether or not such a conference
should be open to the participation of all States". Brazil "believes that
participation of States in this as in other disarmament forums should be subject to
the exigencies of the negotiation. !Itwould bel prepared to consider this matter
again once a clearer picture of the agenda of a-proposed meeting is available".
(A/PV.1995, pp. 54-55)

See also VI.

Bulgal"ia

Welcomed the convening of a WDC "at whi'ch all countries, without exception,
could, on an equal basis, state their views on all aspects of this complex problem
and could by their joint efforts plan the most effective measures to limit and halt
the arms race and produce a radical resolution to disarmament questions. il

(A/881T, annex I, p. 7; CCD/PV.58o)

-15-



..

\

I

tvelcomed "the courageous proposal to convene WDC". (A/PV.2061, p. 11;A/PV.1965)

"As it attaches particular importance to the Question of nuclear disarmamentthe Byelorussian SSR has supported and actively continues to support the proposal

-16-

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

"One effective means of intensifying negotiations maY be" WDC."

"Since the problem of disarmament invclves the interests ('.f all States withoutexception, all of them, irrespective of their social and political s'l:;ructUl'e or oftheir mi:lit·ary and economic potential or whether they are large or small, developedor developing, Members or non-members of the United Nations, must be represented atthe conference on a basis of equalit:;. iI (A/8817, annex I, pp" 10-11; A/C .1!PV .1951;A/C.l!PV.1876; A/PV.1995; A/PV.2059)

Burundi

11 ••• all nuclear States must be represented at the WDC. The decisionsof any forum or boC\.V of that sort are always recommendations to States possessingnuclear weapons, and it is upon their wishes that in the final analysis practicalmeasures towards nuclear disarmament will depend.1! (A/C.l/PV.18r4, p. 21)

!'~ve are profoundly convinced that something '''hich would do a great deal toaccelerate the solution of the complex problem of disarmament would be the conveningof a world conference I~n disarmament with the equal participation of all States,large and small, nuclel!lr and non-nuclear: Those States which hinder theimplementation of the 3~elevant General Assembly resolutions and 'the preparationsfor such a conference bear a considerable responsibility. That is ,,,hy we believethat this session should take decisions to make it possible to proceed immediatelyto the practical preparations for a world conf~rence so that it might be convenedat the ~arliest possible time!' (A!PV.2130, .pp. 67-68)

"At its twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sessions the General Assemb1y adoptedtwo resolutions of great significance. Resolution 2833 (XXVI) confirmed the ideaof convening a world disarmament 'conference, and resolution 2930 (XXVII) outlinedthe first stage for the practical preparation of such P. conference. An analysisof the extensive discussions which led to the adoption of these two resolutionsand the answers of Governments to the Secretary-GeneralIs questionnaire, as wellas an analysis of the resolutions themselves, shows that the Governments of theoverwhelming majority of States Members of the United Nations acknOWledged theoverriding .need to convene as early as possible a world·-wide forum in order todiscuss comprehensively and thoroughly all aspects of disarmament. This analysisalso shows that world public opinion is firmly i,n favour of giving disarmamentpriority and that the convening and successful holding of this conference with theparticipation of all States would without doubt stimulate talks 'on disarmament andopen up broad possibilities for achieving substantial progress towards effectivedisarmament." (A/C.I/PV.1938,p. 57)

i
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by the Soviet Union for the convening of a conference of the five nuclear Powers
to consider the whole range of matters relating to nuclear disarmament. • •• At
the same time, the holding of such a conference and the convening of a WDC are in
no way dependent on each other," (A/88l7, annex I, p. 11)

Canada

". •• i'le would be prepared to support a WDC if there were good reason to
believe that it could make a positive contribution to the achievement of agreements
on arms limitationt\. (A/C.l/PV.1875~ pp, 28-30)

", •• the Assembly should give careful thought to three points: first, the
appropriateness of considering the broad impact and implications of disarmament
issues in another world forum when they were now before the General Assembly, and
when negotiations on specific disarmament issues were twting place in Geneva;
second, the need ". to associate all the principal military Powers with disarmament
negotiations; and, third, the importance that any WDC should be properly prepared
through prior consultations, if it were to act as a catalyst to further progress on
disarmament".

" ••• before such a conference were called by the General Assembly, the Assembly
should have the benefit of an adequate study exploring the preparatory measures that
would be necessary and the considerations which wovld bear on the success of the
conference; that there be firm indication that all the political military Powers,
including all the permanent members of the Security Council, 'I'1Ould participate in
the conference, and that there be assurance that the calling of such a conference 'f,

would not give cause for delay to specific arms control or disarmament negotiations
underwayelsewhere". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 13; A/PV.1987) .

"While it is difficult to con/~eive of a large conference 'providing the venue
for actual negotiations, nevertheless it could, if held at the appropriate time,
and if properly prepared, provide the needed stimulus to advancing such
negotiations." (CCD/PV.57l, p. 11)

" ••. proposals for disarmament may be endorsed by a hundred or more nations,
but they would be valueless unless the nuclear Powers supported them. Indeed, such
proposals could be harmful if the consequences were to make more difficult the
enlistment of the support of all nuclear Powers, and it is for this reasOh that the
Canadian delegation believes that under the circumstances we should reserv~ our
judgement on the ,timing of a ,mc or any substitute, until the prospectsfl':lr
progress become bri 3hter than they are at the moment. In the meantime we should
continue each year to take advantage of the General Assembly to review the situation
with respect to arms control and disarmament and express ourselves forcibly on
desirable measures and on obstacles to p;rogress. Even if our annual debat,e in the
General Assembly at times sounds tedious and repetitious, even if the United .
Nations negotiating body - the CCD - appears to be making little headway, we must
keep up the pressure.1! (A/C.l/PV.1935, p. 32; A/C.l/PV.1985)

-17-



Chile

Chile "had always supported the idea of convening a WDC, an idea which hadoriginated among the non-aligned countries". (A!AC.167/SR.5, p. 15)

Chile 'Tesolute1y supports the ide~ of holding a WDC. • •• the moment ispropitious for all peoples of the world to participate in a properly prepared andorganized discussion in order to elucidate problems, make known ideas, submitproposals, come to agreement on principles and methods and give an impetus thatWill speed up the world's progress towards ••• general and complete disarmamentunder strict international control".

_ " ••• the indispensable prereg,uisite for that conference is the presence ofLfive nuclear Powers, since thell bear a responsibility and could certainly notturn a deaf ear to the voices of a hundred countries." (A/C.1/PV.1880, pp. 17,18-20; A/C.l/PV.1949; A/PV.2050)

" • •• the WDC should be broad and universal ••• and we would hope that allcountries, large and small, whether Members of the United Nations or not, wouldbe invited to the conference." (A/PV.1990, p. 41)

"A WDC could contribute to new forms of international relations in theorganization so that the countries of the third world and non-aligned countriescan play an important role." (A/PV.1990, p. 46)

China

China "fully understands the good desire of many peace-loving and justice­upholding countries which oppose the super-Powers' armament race and thus demandtheir disarmament, an~ we are ready to work together with them to set the clearobjectives and create the necessary conditions for promoting the convening of aworld conference'on genuine disarmament". (A/C.1/PV.1985, pp. 19-20)

I "The Chinese Government is in favour of convening a world conference ongenuine disarmament. But there must be necessary preconditions and clear aims forthe conference." (A/PV.2l37, p. 36)

China "has always held that in the present world situation, the key to thequestion of disarmament lies in the nuclear disarmament of the two super-Powers.If a WDC is to be held, clear objectives must be set and the necessary conditionsmust be created, so as to break the nuclear threat of the super-Powers and toensure that the conference will be conducive to the realization of nucleardisarmament. Failing this ••• it is better not to hold such a coni' 'l"ence at all".(A/C.1/PV.1985, p. 17)

" ••• the necessary conditions fo~ the convening of a WDC are: all nuclearcountries, particularly the Soviet Union and the United States, which possessthe largest amount of nuclear weapons, must first of all undertake the unequivocalobligations that at no time and in no circumstances will they be the first to usenuclear weapons, and they not only will not use nuclear weapons against each other,but more importantly will not use them against the non-nuclear countries; they
-18-
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must withdraw from abroad all their armed forces, including nuclear missile forces,

and dismantle all their military bases, including nuclear bases, on the territories

of other countries. Only thus will it be possible to create the necessary

conditions for all countries, big or small, to discuss and solve, on an equal

footing and free from threat, the important questions of the complete prohibition

and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons and the reduction of conventional

weapons". (A/C.l/PV.1985, pp. 17-18)

" ••• all nuclear countries, and particularly the two nuclear super-Powers •••

must first of all undertake the unequivocal obligation that at no time and in no

circumstances will they be the first to use nuclear weapons, particularly against

non-nuclear countries and nuclear-weapon-free zones. For example, the Soviet

Union should undertake obligations in respect of the nuclear-weapon-free zones in

Latin America~. (A!PV.2l37, p. 36)

"The most urgent question today is the withdrawal of foreign armed forces,

rather than the reduction of armaments. Let the two super-Powers "'-ithdraw all

their armed forces, both conventional and. nuclear, back to their own c01Ultries.

If they do not even want to effect a withdrawal, how can one believe they are

willing to make an arms reduction?" (A!PV.205l, p. 87)

"If a WDC is to be convened, it must help promote the struggle of the people

of various countries against the imperialist policies of aggression and war, it

must be truly conducive to world peace, and it must not allow the one or two

super-Powers to ce:£.ry out arms expansion and war preparations under the name of

disarmament ••• LRecalling its preconditions, China stated that/ "If the two

super-Powers have no intention even to do these elementary things, while some of

them still keep on talking about convening a WDC and making preparations for it,

their talk is not worth a penny, and that only shows that they harbour ulterior

motives."

" ••• The Chinese delegation categorically cannot agree to, nor will it ever

participate in, such a WDC and its preparatory work." (A/C.l,!PV'.1899, pp. 27-30)

"As early as 31 July 1963, the Chinese Government issued a statement

advocating the complete, thorough, total and resolute prohibition and destruction

of nuclear weapons and proposing the convening of a conference of heads of

Government of all countries of the world to discuss this issue." (A/PV.1995,

pp. 22-25)

Colombia

" ••• such a conference is not only necessary but urgent as well. Views ".

regarding what type of conference it should be and a possible progrgmme of work

for it should be examined very carefully'so that all States may feel certain that

they can participate in it." (A/C.l!PV.1950, p. 58)

" ••• the developing countries are right, and have been reasonable in

advocating since 1961 the holding of a WDC with the-participation of all States

without exception. • • • It would be extremely serious of any nuclear Powers were

to be absent." (A/C.l/PV.1885, p. 16)

-19-
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Costa Rica

" ••• tor any agreement on disarmament or on the WDC to be effective~ aconsensus of the five nuclear Pm.,ers,.is neoessary." Confidence "is the sine gu~non 'for any effective action towards disarmament". (A/C.l/PV.1887~ p. 71)

Cuba

" ••• reaffirms its support for the holding of a WDC open to participation byall States." (A/PV.2l48; A/PV.1994; A/PV.2063~ p. 21)

" ••• underlined the need for the holding of a WDC in which all the countries ofthe world will participate for the purpose of carrying out the aspirations of thepeoples for general and complete disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1883~ p. 62; A/PV.2022)
'~e cannot allow any State or group of States~ regardless of the volume orquality of its weapons~ to assume the right to paralyse the implementation ofdecisions adopted by a wide majority of Members of the United Nations."

(A/C.l/PV.1950~ p. 16)

" ••• agrees with the position made clear by the heads of State or Governmentof the non-aligned countries at their recent conference in Algiers~ namely~ thatthe lfDC should be convened as soon as possible". (A/C.l/PV.1950, p. 16;A/C.l/PV.1883)

"This conference could serve as a framework in which all countries of theworld, whether or not they are Members of the greatest world Organization~ couldset forth their views on the problems of disarmament in all their aspects. • •• weare at present living in the Disarmament Decade; and what better contributioncould we make to it than to hold this conference that would make possible thoroughstudy and debate and political measures to be adopted in this field.

I "This conference could assist peoples in keepi~g up with the evolution ofthe arms race~ with all its grave consequences~ and fully inform them concerningthe, present stage of disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1883, pp. 63-65)

" ••• the WDC would be the appropriate forum in which to examine matters ofcapital importance in conditions which would allow all States to debate them on anequal footing. • •• the examination of the disarmament question calls for a newimpetus and a more dynamic approach. Nothing would be more appropria,te to thisend than to channel our efforts towards the organization of that conference."

Cuba "is :r.eady to give its support to· any initiative leading to that end".(A/C.l/PV.1950, p. 16)

lilt seems to us that the consideration of these problems /general and completedisarmament, complete destruction of weapons of maSS destr£ction, liquidation ofarsenals of such weapons and cessation of their production/ is of concern to allpeoples of the world and, therefore, no other forum is more appropriate in whichto examine them than a universal conference in which representatives of all Stateswithout exception would participate." (A/PV.2022, p. 48)

-20-
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"There is an obvious need for some new forum to deal with the question of
disarmament more effectively. We are therefore basically in favour of such a
conference ••• provided, of course, the five nuclear Powers would be among the
participants. A WDC is needed not so much to itself negotiate new disarmament
measures as to generate a new political will through activating world pUblic
opinion and also through establishing the mechanics for effective negotiations."
(A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 51; A/O.l/PV.1882)

"/The WDC is! useful and desirable, provided it is open to all States and that
it is attended by all major Powers. Such a conference 'will, no doubt, have to be
carefully prepared not only procedurally, but also psychologically for its success.
Great hopes will be pinned on it as the last resort in the disarmament effort. It
cannot, therefore, and should not fail in its main objectives~11 (A/PV.2057, p. 52;
A!AC.167/L.2)

Czechol3lovakia

Czechoslovakia supported "the convening of a WDC. We should like it to become
a forum in which all States - especially the nuclear Powers - would be able to make
their contribution towards the implementation of an effective programme of
disarmament commensurate with their responsibilities." (A/PV.1947, pp. 38-40)

" ••• all States in the world', irrespective of whether or not they are Members
of the United Nations or members of other international organizations, must be
involved in negotiations on disarmament and in the direct settlement of disarmament
questions."

", Since the end of the Second World War "there has not once been a meeting of
representatives of all States at which they could express their views on the most
important problem of modern times, namely, the problem of disarmament." (A/8817,
annex I, p. 16; A/AC.167/SR.3)

"A favourable opportunity for such a meeting might be a WDC, open to all
States, which wo-qld·undO,ubtedly be a basis for co-ordinating and intensifying the
efforts of the w6~ldconlmunity iJ;l the campaign for disarmament. ••• it is
absolutely essential that all States should. make further efforts with a view to
the adoption of effective disarmament measures, particularly measures relating to
nuclear disarmament."

For Czechoslovakia, "real pre-conditions now exist for the attainment of more
tangible results in disarmament, too, if all States of the world take part in
disarmament negotiations and in the solution of questions related to disarmament".
(A/C.I/PV.1935; A/PV.1987) ~,

"The world public.••• expects the WDC to turn into a forum assisting the
assertion of such fundamental political solutions that are needed to effectively
move the disarmament deliberations forward." (A/AC~167/L.2, annex, p. 2)

WDC "would meet the international political needs of the non-aligned countries
as confirmed by their meeting in Georgetown. (A/C.l/PV.1837,.pp. 23-25)
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'~e must discuss the problems of disarmament exhaustively and fully in aforum distinct from the annual routine forum of the General Assembly."(A/C.l/PV.1873, p. 22)

" ••• it should be logical to expect that all Powers with the biggest militarypotentials and nUclear weapons at their disposal will participate in the worlddisarmament conference, as well as in its preparations." (A/C.l/PV.1935, p. 38)
Czechoslovakia "attached key importance to nuclear disarmament and believedthat all nuclear Powers should participate ~n the preparations for the conferenceand in the conference itself". (A/AC.167/SR.3, p. 3)

" ••• a conference of this kind, by the positive results it achieves, can.exert an influence on the international atmosphere and ••• its improvement. Andthis is an aspect which should be borne in mind in considering the question ofconvening the conference." (A/pV.1987, pp. 18-20)

"But we cannot agree that items for the agenda of the conference should beput forward as prior conditions for convening it, especially if questions areraised whose solution obviously will require much effort and negotiation. This,in fact, is tantamount to preventing the conference from being held."(A/C.l/PV.1873, p. 26)

Democratic Yemen

"Holding a conference for all States, inclUding those which are not Membersof our Organization, would be a pra.ctical and sincere attempt towards peace andsecurity. At that conference all States would have the opportunity to expresstheir points of view, and, at that time, if there were any major Powers that triedto dominate others in the name of peace, their intentions would be clearly reveal,edto the rest of the world."

Democratic Yemen firmly believed that "any further discussion of adisarmament conference must begin with a discussion of and agreement on principles".,
" ••• first step.s in disarmament should be confined to the abolition of nuclear,bacteriological ana other lethal weapons. • •• supports any proposal which wouldlead at a later date to the holding of a WDC." (A/c .1/PV.1882, p. 81)

Denmark

"••• welcomes the prospect of a WDC, trusting that it may serve to promoteprogress and bring about constructive results. Clearly, in order to achieve thatend, the conference must be thoroughly prepared and enjoy wide support in theinternational community, particularly on the part of all the nuclear Powers. Wehope, therefore, that the General A8sembly will be able to decide on thepreparations for such a conference. MY Government would be willing to take activepart in such prep,arations." (A/pV .2040, p. 7; A/C .llpv .1884)
",."."",.,.

,.. ,,'.. • • it is of paramount importance ,that all the nucleati·)?,owers be preparedto participate in the conference, as weJ~:1 as in the preparatory work,. the properconduct of the latter being essential t9a positive outcome of the conference."(AI 8817, annex I, p. 18) :...,.:'
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" ••• such a conference ••• if properly prepared and arranged, may serve a
number of useful purposes. ,It would emphasize, at the time of a likely momentum
for positive international developments, that the responsibility for disarmament
is indivisible. It would enable the participants to pool their ideas and policies
in the setting where they could devote their interests exclusively to disarmament,
and from that exercise new and fruitful ideas and initiatives might well emerge."
(A!C.l!PV.1829, p. 13)

Ecuador

"... indispensable that the WOC be .held." (A!PV.2038)

"It is certainly not a new idea. General Assembly resolution 2030 (XX) of
29 November 1965 endorsed the decision taken by the Second Conference of Heads of
State and Government of Non-Aligned Nations in Cairo in 1964 on the convening of
a WOC to which all countries would be invited; and that idea had previously been
recommended by the Disarmament Committee on condition that adequate preparatory
work was done beforehand and that there ~vas an agreement on the countries to be
invited; a decision on the appropriate moment for the holding of the conference,
taking into account the international situation; preliminary agreement on the part
of the nuclear Powers; participation of all the nuclear Powers; agreement on the
agenda; and the establishment of adequate relations with the United Nations. Now
my delegation wonders .why we do not take up some of those sensible suggestions."
(A!C.l/PV.1883, p. 22)

Egypt

"For some time now, there have been indications that multilateral disarmament
negotiations were nearing an impasse. It became apparent that these negotiations
could, henceforth, produce meaningful results only with the active participation
therein of all the nuclear Powers. • •• the time has become propitious to bring
together within an international forum especially set up to deal with matters
pertaining to disarmament, all countries of the world, and in particular all
nuclear countries." (A!88l7, annex I, p. 20)

" ••• even with the progress towards universality in the United Nations, there
are still valid reasons for the convening of a '{DC ••• the convening of a WDC
should ..•• create the necessary sense of urgency and give needed momentum to the
present unsatisfactory efforts in the field of disarmament".

" •.. participants dedicating all their time and effort to such a conference
should be able to produce and to study specific and concrete proposals to achieve
disarmament objectives. • •• the active and effective participation of the
developing countries as concerned parties in such a conference should provide an
opportunity for examining the interrelationship between the acute problems of
development and the questions of disarmamept. ll

" .•• the convening of a WDC in itself be a majol' international event - the
first of its kind since the League of Nations resolved ~o .create a committee to
i • •• prepare for a conference on the reduction and l~mitation' of armaments.'"
(A/PV.1985, p.12)'
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"The non-aligned countries have consistently advocated and urged the conveningof a lIDO." (A!PV.1985, p. 6)

El Salvador

"The United Nations should consider dealing with problems of disarmamentthrough institutionalized means and 8~ould therefor~ c~eate a permanent worldinstitution, such as is UNCTAD for problems of trade and development. TheDisarmament Decade warrants the institutionalization of the respective internationalefforts; and within that institutionalization, as a first step, the holdi.ng of aworld conference is indicated. But the calling of a world conference should notbe made sUbject to conditions; it should be convened - purely and simply - but thedate should be decided upon later and the preparatory measures should beappropriate. • •• everyone advocates and wants a world conference to deal withcarefully studied subjects regarding Which a world strategy can be defined whichis parallel to the world development strategy. Furthermore, the world conferencewould have to consider within its general framework the basic elements whichshould underlie regional and sUbregional agreements.

"It is to be hoped that the world conference would deal with disarmament notas an isolated subject but in relation to the main factors which influence and evendetermine it. Thus we hope that disarmament would be examined in the light of thesystem of collective security, and that the competitive and exclusive co-existenceof collective security as advocated in the Charter of the United Nations andsecurity based on the balance of power which has been the practice of the greatPowers until now, would be considered; in other words, that disarmaro.ent would bestUdied as a fW1ction of development and that the transfer of resources fromweaponry to production would be considered on a quantitative basis, as regardsboth the expansion of international programmes by means of funds to be liberatedby the great Powers and the impetus that could be given to development by eachcountry as the systems of regional and sUbregional security made possible theliberation of funds for transfer to productive purposes. This last aspect ofdisarmament has not been considered in concrete and quantitative terms and such astudy would constitute one of the significant contributions of the WDC."(A!C.l/PV.1883, pp. 7-10; A/PV.1994)

" • •• my countr'y feels that the moment is propitious for the internationalcommunity to avail Hselfof a wide forum where the problems of disarmament can bethoroughly discussed, where we can compare the relations of disarmament as a goaland development as the ultimate to be achieved, where we will assess the criteriafor regional and subregional arrangements of a restricted nature and where we shalllay down the main directives for a continuing series of disarmament' steps to becarried out over the next 10 or 20 years". (A/PV.1994, p. 17)

" ••• the world conference would be placed in a far better position if thePowers that have chosen not to join the Conference of the Committee on Disarmamentand those that d.uring the present debate have expressed reservations or scepticismwere to participate". (A,!C.l/PV.1883, p. 11)
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" a carefully prepared and properly convened WDC could bea useful
exercise. • •• the understanding and co-operation of all nuclear-weapon States
becomes indispensable if any progress is to be registered in the effort to halt
reverse the armaments race". (A/PV. 2127, p. 61)
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" ••• continues to support the convening of a WDC ••• and hoped that ••• some
sort of accommodation can be worked out to ensure the widest possible participation,
should we decide to hold the conference in the very near future". (A/C.1/PV.1953,
p. 81)

Hoped that "WDC "Idl1 help focus interest, attention and concern on one of
mankind's most important problems". (A/PV.2063, pp. 73-75)

Finland

" firmly supports all measures that further the cause of disarmament and
consequently gives its full backing to the convening of a WDC ••• believes that a
distinct opportunity exists for concluding successful disarmament negotiations".
(A/8817, annex I, p. 22; A/AC.167!L.2, annex)

"The process of detente in international relations provides new
opport~~ities for makinr, progress ~n the field of disarmament and arms
control. "

WDC "would give the international community an opportunity to rededicate
itself to the aims of general and complete disarmament under effective international
control, whicil remains the ultimate goal of all disarmament efforts. In world-wide
efforts to ach~eve disarmament, special emphasis should be given to mass
destruction weapons, particularly nuclear weapons, as well as to the reduction qf
conventional armed forces and armaments to the level necessary for the maintenance
of internal order and internationalpeade-keeping. These questions ou.ght to be
given due priority also at the conference".

"In addition to the general goals of disarmament, the Finnish Government
considers all measures that are aimed at regional limitation of armed forces and
armaments useful for the promotion and realization of disarmament. Irecal1ed7 the
idea launched by President Kekltenen in 1963 /for/ a nuclear..free zon-e', compr~sing
the Nordic countries •••• Recent developments in Europe give added topicality to
this thought and warrant that it should be kept in mind also in the context of the
WOC •••• the WDC success presupposes the participation of all the permanent
members of the Security Council, as well as all the significant military Powers.

conference should be universal in ch~racter." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, pp. 4-5)

"A WDC, if well prepared and with the participation of all nuclear Powers,
would permit a universalization of the discussion <on the subject •. From such a
conference new impetus and new ideas could emerge to .the benefit of us all."
(A/PV.2149, pp. 23-25)
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" ••• underlined on many occasions the importance we attach to the participationin the Conference of all the permanent member~ of the Security Council, as well asall other significant military Powers. It is our opinion that we can successfullypursue this idea only on the basis of appropriate preparations during which theco-operation of States concerned could be secured". (A/C.l/PV.1943, p. 27)
"The success of the proposed disarmament conference presupposes theparticipation of all the permanent members of the Security Council, as well as allthe significant military Powers. Furthermore, the conference should be universal,including also the divided States." (A/8817, annex I, p. 23)
" ••• the conference and the possible decisions of this Assembly on it shouldbe based on a wide agree'ment between the Member States, with particUlar regard tothe views of the permanent members of the Security Council, whose concurrenceremains essential for a realistic pursuit of this idea". (A/C.l/PV.1882, pp. 23~25)
i'Tlle framework of such a conference and all the many questions relating toorganizing it will have to be settled through consultations among all interestedGovernmen-bs. Finland. •• is ready to contribute as best it can to suchconsultat;ohs with a view to reaching general agreement on the question of conveninga WDC." (A/PV.l989, p. 6)

France:

" ••• the p] Jblem of disarmament, and in particUlar of nuclear disarmament, isof vital import?Ilce. France is desirous of promoting the stUdy of that problemand the implementa:tion of any agreement that might be conclude i, in so far as thepurpose is to seek genuine disarmament measures accompanied by effectiveinternational control and dealing in particUlar 1vith the destruction and prohibitionof the production of nuclear weapons. The most appropriate means of attaining thatresult would be agreement between the Powers which possess nuclet.tr weapons. In theabsence of such agreement, the French Government has approved th/El draft resolutionfor a WDC.
I

"It feels tr.at such a meeting could give fresh impetus to the work ondisarmament and, in particular, provide nuclear countries with a framework forjoint discussion of their common problems ill the interests of all."
France "does not intend to make its participation dependent on any conditionsor prerequisites and considers that all participants should accept such a rule.However, it feels that a world conference which failed to bring together all Powershaving special responsibilities in this field would not serve the purpose for whichit was convened". (A/8817, annex I, p. 23~ A/C.l/PV.1838)
" ••• the plan for a world conference can help to give a fresh start to thework on disarmament and to provide, particularly the nuclear Powers, a frameworkwithin which to discuss together their common problems in the interests ofeveryone. • •• The hopes which can be founded on the success of a world conferencestill have no meaning unless the participation of all the nuclear Powers isensured". (A/PV.1989, pp. 13-15)
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"Such a conference wO'l.ud ••• probably contribute to revitalizing the work

on disarmament and bringing it out of' the stacrnatiGln ••• It m~p'ht also J;'evive

interest ••• in. the problems of disarmament and, by doing so, promo'i:.e toe

beginnings of' constructive solutions. By the studies which it will give rise to in

various Governments, it should produce fresh ideas and new and hopefully fruitful

approaches to these problems ••• Countries could discuss together their common

problems in the interest of all. • •• we shall come to this conference in a

completely open frame of mind. We do not want to exclude anybody; we feel the

conference should be open to all ••• and we have no intention of making our

participation subject to any conditions or prerequisites, regardless of their

nature."

"We must however consider that the effective convening of such a

conference is meaningless, unless the participation of certain countries is

guaranteed."
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If a nuclear power did not attend the WDC "we would ask ourselves Whether in

such a case it would not be preferable to give up the idea of such a conference

for the time being :t'ather than see it held without any real chance of success and

without there being any possibility of its leading to concrete measures, for if

this were the situation, it would jeopardize the chances of such a meeting in

the future". (A/c.l/PV.1882, pp. 63-66)

German Democratic RepUblic

"The sixth special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations made

it clear once again that large financial resources are required to accelerate the

economic and social progress of the developing countries. The Government of the

German Democratic Republic takes the view that a world disarmament conference

could also adopt effective measures to solve these and other tasks set by the

sixth special session of the General Assembly."

"••• the successes achieved in the process of detente in the last few years

are highlighting the urgent need for a world disarmament conference, because,

despite those successes, it has not yet been possible to check decisively the

spiralling arms race. Detente, 'however, can only be stabilized if it is possible

to bring about a cessation of the arms race which will involve all States. On

account of the complex character of the problems of arms limitation and

disarmament, the Government of the German Democratic RepUblic considers a world

disarmament conference to be the appropriate forum to put a stop to the arms race

by adopting universal measures and thus to give a decisive impetus to the efforts

of all peoples for lasting peace and for economic and, social progress."
,', , .

The Germ.~n;:Pemocri1ticR~publiC expressed "its hope that all States, including

thei:;wo nuciear )?6we;i:os.}loti:piirticipatin'<g in the Ad Hoc Cbmmittee so far, will

contribute to preparing and holding a world disarmament conference. The German

Democratic RepUblic assures that it will, through its constructive participation

in the Vienna talks on,.the reduction of armed forces and armaments in central

Europe and through its ~activities in the United Nations and other international

organs, contribute to creating most favourable conditions for the convocation

and the success of a world disarmament conference." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.2, pp. 2-3)
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The German Democratic Republic "renews its sUI'port for ••• a lVDC. Itassures its readiness to contribute everything it can to an early implementationof this proposal. A WDC, in which all countries 01 the world could participateand explain, on a basis o~ equality, their ideas on all problems of disarmament,would serve not only to unite but also to intensify the endeavours of all statesfor' arms limitation and disarmament. It would help to bd.ng about more concretemeasures in this respect and to bring mankind closer to general and completedisarmament. At the same time, it cou+d improve conditions for the •••universal application of the international treaties on arms limitation anddisarmament concluded,so far". (A/8817, annex II, p. 1)

" ••• there are at present favourable conditions for convening a WDC withinone or two years' time." (A/8817, annex II, p. 2)

" ••• the idea of holding a WDC ••• opens up new prospects and provides animpetus to the efforts already undertaken towards disarmament on a multilateral,regional and bilateral basis, and has now assumed considerable momentum which itderives from ••• the easing of tension and ••• the struggle for the ensuring ofpeace."

" ••• the representatives of the developing countries are fully en~itled tolink their support for the WDC with the hope that, as a result of the concludingof the arms race, great resources will be released which will also be able tobe used to solve the urgent developmeI,lt problems of those countries."

Disagreed with the view that a WDC "would not serve a useful purpose untilthe existing differences on the subject had been resolved". (A/C.l/PV.194l,pp. 6-10)

" the conference, in which the representatives of all States, great andsmall - regardless of whether or not they possess nuclear weapons or whether theyhave a highly developed military and economic potential - will take part on anequal footing, is an appropriate forum for discussion of the fundamental problemsof disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1941, p. 11)I

"The principle whereb~" :i" is possible to achieve progress in the field ofdisarmament only when all St ~s are guaranteed equal conditions for their securitycan serve as a point of depa...'tlure for the achievement of positive results at theconference. "

" ••• a sure basis for the successful holding of the conference lies in thefact that it has been possible to conclude a number of agreements in the fieldof disarmament that are of world-wide importance."

"A basis for a successful WDC is also represented by the efforts undertakenon a bilateral and regional basis in the field of disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1941,pp. 12-15)
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Germa.ny t Federal Republic of

WDC "could be an appropriate forum to stimulate the world-wide endeavours

tow~ds disarmament and arms control through exchanges of opinion and a general

review of the pertinent problems". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 3)

" ••• such a conference would be meaningful only if it was carefully

prepared and if all nuclear Powers took part in it." (A/C.l/PV.1944, p. 17)

"As disarmament measures in the field of nuclear weapons are likely to be

one of the most important topics of the conference, it seems to be necessary to

secure the participation of the five nuclear Powers ••• at its preparatory

stage." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 4)

Ghana

"Assuming the genuine desire of the nuclear countries to translate their

professions of peaceful intentions into reality, the proposed World Disarmament

Conference will, with their participation, prove an important factor towards

decreasing the tension besetting the international community at present.

This would be particularly welcome to the non-nuclear Members of the United

Nations Organization, specifically the developing countries. A Conference of

the nature envisaged will, no dOUbt, help to impress upon all mankind the

universal nature of our concern for world peace and security.

It is for reasons such as these that Ghana welcomed the establishment of

the Ad Hoc Committee in accordance with General Assembly resolution

3183 (XXVIII). Ghana strongly supports the holding of the proposed World

Disarmament Conference." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.5)

A WDC "would serve to emphasize the general world concern over the issue

of disarmament." (A/PV.2148, pp. 38-40)

Ghana "looks forward_ta_the proposed WDC. Disarmament is an issue of

universal concern. • •• /WDC/ sho'uld be open to all States". (A/PV.2040, p. 72;

A/PV.1958; A/C.l/PV.1883T -

" ••• there are still important States outside the United Nations whose

cardinal role and position in the question of armaments make it essential to

involve them in any serious disarmament negotiations. The two Germanys, the

two Viet-Nams, the two Koreas, Switzerland and others come readily to mind.

000 until the United Nations is enabled to achieve this most desirable and

necessary state of universality, there is no reason for opposing the holding

of the proposed WDC. '
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. "The argument for a WC is ••• unassailable. lve have to stop further
development and refinement of arms before war-making becomes too easy and too
suicidal.

"Only a HDC can jolt mankind into a dramatic awareness of the danger of this
psychological drift and generate the urgency which alone can hammer out new
channels to eliminate the cancer of the arms race.

"There may ••• w'ell be a link between those ,,,ho control present machinery for
disarmament discussions and the lack of progress towards real disarmament. Is
this not a sufficient argument to turn to other machinery and procedures which
can attack the core of the problem?

"Consideration of the social and economic consequences of the arms r-ace
reinforces the argument for the holding of a world disarmament conference.
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IIDespite this resolution /2"030 (XX)! preparations for holding (a lIDC) failed
to materialize largely because-of difficulties which can only be laid at the
door of the major military ~owers of the world at the time.

" ••• the small- and medium-sized States of the world, particularly the
non-aligned, are those that have advocated such a conference more consistently and
fervently, and the major Powers, particularly the super-Pow'ers, have shown little
enthusiasm for it. The reasons for this are not far to seek•••• the present
organization of disarmament discussions is dominated by the super-Powers.

"Unless this atmosphere of great Power exclusivism and dominance is broken
and all disarmament talks brought under the searchlight of 'mrld opinion and
universally accepted principles, we shall continue to widen the gap between
profession and performance in this field. Only a WDC can ensure the openness
of diplomacy, equality of participation and exposure to public accountability
that alone can lead to real action.

"Neither wealth, size of territory, population or technological advance,
gives superiority to any State or group of States in dealing with this most
serious of world problems, the problem of disarmament. Our universal anxiety
for peace and development in the face of the frightening and evergrowing
danger of the a~ms race must and can find concrete and realistic expression in a
world disa'.r.mament conference such as the one I have described. Let us all,
therefore, not only support the proposal for holding a truly universal ~1DC but
also ensure that it is so organized as to achieve within it freedom of expression,
equality .of participation and universal acceptance of its conclusions."
(A/PV.1985, pp. 26-40)

"Ghana expresses the hope that the countries which at present have
reservations about the holding of a WDC will eventually see their way clear to go
along with the majority, and support the holding of the conference".
(A/C.l/PV.l883~ p. 58)
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"We 'are conv:tnced, therefore, that any conference of nuclear Powers must be
firmly predicated upon, organized within, and SUbject to, the guidance of the vmc."
(A!PV.1985, p. 36)

Greece

"It would seem to us that certain points ••• deserve our attention: First,
we hope that neither a WDC nor the prospect of its convening will prejudice the
valuable work of the CCD or bilateral and other efforts in the domain of
disarmament. We wish the prospects of the present efforts to remain good and to
become even better. '~e would not like to see a relaxation, but an intensification
of these procedures. Second, the hopes that the peoples of the world would be
rightly entitled to attach to a WDC would be such that it should be our elementary
duty to them to see to it that the proceedings of such a conference be positive
and constructive, and therefore that the conference be properly and adequately
prepared. Third, a very important ••• factor in i'lhat i'le would also have the right
to expect of such a conference is the pa.rticipation in it of all the nuclear POi'lers."
(A/C.l/PV.1878, p. 46)

" ••• careful preparation for the WDC is of the ummost importance."
(A/PV.1900, p. 38)

Guatemala

"Guatemala considers the following to be of importance:

"(a) that the policy of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons should remain
in force;

tl (b) that general and complete disarmament is a compelling necessity today,
particularly since the conclusion has been reached that the arms race has not Jed
to the solution of the most enormous world problems •.

"Furthermore, the Government.of Guatemala will support the resolutions which
the General Assembly may t~~e i'1ith respect to this question and reiterates its
fervent desire to see problems between countries solved by the intervention of
the international bodies which have been set up by common agreement." (A/AC.167/L.2,
annex, p. 5)

Guinea

"The need for a WDC becomes increasine;ly greater. But to avoid failure
much must be done, and many conditions will have to be met."

" all countries must be associated in the various discussions related to
disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1945, p. 18)
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'11 ••• document adopted at the latest summit conference of the Organizationof African Unity in Addis Ababa, supplemented and brought up-to-date by theconference in Algiers on the problem of disarmament, as well as the result ofoth~r international organs, added to which must be the disarm~nent resolutionsadopted at negotiating groups held at the bilateral or mUltilateral level, mustcontribute to the preparation of the guidelines for a convention likely to ,beadopted at the proposed world conference as a synthesis of world pUblic opil'i'ion •11(A/C.l/PV.1945, pp. 18-20)

"Since ~ve ~lave to examine the specific conditions required to create, a~atmosphere conducive to the convening of the world conference, my delegation is'happy once again to stress the basically universal nature of such a conferende, .the main objective of which ~ust be to bring together all the countries of the~vorld, so that each one will be able to malte its views kno,m. This condition isabsolutely necessary if we want to deal with the problem from a realistic standpointand if we truly wish to deal with all the disarmament problems and thus arriveat the point of totally destroying all nuclear weapons and ceasing the armamentsrace, since it must be incumbent upon all States to respect and guarantee the' .independence, security and territorial integrity of all nations." (A/C.l/PV.1945,p. 21)

Guyana

"While we cannot and must not exclude direct negotiations and small workinggroups on disarmament, emphasis must now be placed on involving all nations inthe search for SOlutions."

Guyana favoured "the widest scope possible for clarifying /disarmament7issues and mobilizing international opinion, either as a prelude to negotiationor as the only SUbstitute for negotiation when latter fails to achieve desiredresults ll
• (A/C.l/PV.1832, pp. 42-45)

I " ••• s~port should be given to the proposal for the holding of a WDC atwhich the /disarmament/ problem might be looked at, for the first time, from atruly global perspective." (A/C.l!PV.1832, p. 51)

Hungary

Hungary "believes that if detente and peace is to be made sound andlasting, the arms race must be stopped. The present trend of political detentemust be further strenGthened, must be made irreversible and must be reinforced"by military detente. The present healthy atmosphere must be used to promote thestopping of the arms race, the reduction of armed ~orces and armaments, theachievement of measures which will ultimately lead to general and complete
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"We attach great importance to this question and are ready in every
respect to take part in the preparation of such a conference and to do our utmost
towards its success ••••

" ••• in judging the problems relating to the WDC, we have to take into
consideration the most essential experiences in connexion with the proposals
thus far made regarding various disarmament commissions and the most important
lessons drawn from the activity of those commissions.

disarmament ••• The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Hungary stated before the
sixth special session of the General Assembly that 'Strengthening international
peace and security and the termination of the arms race would free considerable
material means which might be utilized to solve the economic and social problems
of the developing countries.'" (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.3, p. 2; A/PV.2213, p. 27)

a WDC is fully confirmed by the steadily rising
development of ever newer and more complicated
and of weapon systems and by the threat of a
(A/PV.1985, pp. 61-65)

" • •• there can be no doubt about the timeliness of convening a world
conference. We are of the opinion that a WDC would be worthy of the
Disarmament Decade, inasmuch as it would give a new impulse to the various
efforts at disarmament by discussing as widely as possible the problems of
disarmament, by formulating new proposals, ideas and plans and by taking concerted
action to implement them." (A/PV.1985, pp. 61-65)

"The necessity of convening
expenditure on armaments, by the
and destrt~tive kinds of weapons
world nuclear catastrophe •••• "

Hungary shares the "opinion of the majority of Member Sta'bes that in order
to evaluate the possibilities of various disarmamer.t measures, to better
~earn and understand the views and aspirations of others, it is necessary to
have the broadest possible exchange of ideas among all the States of the
world. Therefore, we come out for international cooperation on the basis of
the principle of equal security for all and the inadmissibility of unilateral
advantages, for which a world disarmament conferew::e could provide the ideal
framework. "

During the twenty-eighth General Assembly session "the Hungarian delegate,
like those of many other countries, had every reason to express dissatisfaction
over the lack of progress in the preparation of such a conference. As a
matter of fact, hardly any country could now deny that the time has already
come to convene a truly universal forum, where a discussion of all the urgent
matters of disarmament could take place." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.3, p. 2)
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" ••• on the one hand, it is possible to prepare the way for the convening
of a WDC and, on the other hand, the convening of the conference may exercise
a favourable influence on the checking of the armaments race, on the settlement
of the problems of disarmament ripe for solution." (A/88l7, annex I, pp. 25-26)

" ••• the conference cannot assemble at once - the conditions will take
some time to mature." (A/88l7, annex I; p. 27)

"Any preconditions posed by any country could hamper the cause of the
conference. Therefore ••• no preconditions should be put concerning preparations
for and participation in the conference." (A/C.l/PV.1875, pp. 38-40)

'~e deem very important and necessary ••• the participation of all States
in the WDC and in the preparatory work for it, whether they are Members of
the United Nations or not." (CCD/PV.554, p. 16)

India

Welcomed the WDC, "in order that all countries without exception should
have the possibility of expressing their views on the problem of disarmament".
(A/C.l/PV.1953, p. 43; A/PV.2l36; A/PV.205l)

" ••• the participation of all States, particularly the nuclear Powers,
was absolutely essential." (A/AC.167/SR.5, p." 8)

Convinced that the WDC "would promote the cause of general and complete
disarmament provided that adequate preparations were made with the participation
of all States". (A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 7)

From various responses, it was clear that "a large majority of Member
States were in favour of convening such a conference". (A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 9)

Unless there was a change in the "deep-seated 'suspicion and mistrust
among nations - each trying to preserve what it considers to be its vital
security interests ••• and the change must begin with the militarily powerfUl
States possessing nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction - the
negotiations will follow a tardy pace. This is one of the very important
reasons why the successive non-aligned conferences have called for the convening
of a WDC". (A/C.l/PV.1953, p~ 43; A/PV.1990, p. 32; CCD/600)

Recalled that the General Assembly "endorsed the proposal of the non-aligned
States ll in resolution 2030 (XX). (A/C.l/PV.1880, p. 11)
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The two preconditions for the participation of one nuclear-Power State
were "most valid and vital considerations" and " should not be treated as
preconditions but should be included as one of the first and most important
items before the proposed WDC". (A/C.l/PV.1880, pp. 13-15)

See also V.3.
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Indonesia

liThe convening of such a conference at the present stl:l.ge of disarmament
negotiations would generate new im~etus towards the adoption of effective
measures. 11 (A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 9)

"There is indeed a pressing need for such a conference. 11 (A/PV .1989,
pp. 43-45)

liThe WDC should be open to all States, irrespective of their membership of
the United Nations. • •• the nuclear Powers should participate in the preparatory
work. • • • It is the nuclear Powers, the producers of sophisticated conventional
weapons with great destructive potential, the producers of deadly chemical
weapons, which are mainly the primary tar~-:::. of disarmament. It is therefore
necessary that they participate i~ the pre~ar~tory work, as their views will be
of great importance for the preparatory body to determine Whether the convening
of a WDC is feasible or not." (A/C.l/PV.1884, pp. 17-18)

"If a meeting of this kind should end in failure the already precarious
confidence in the United Nations would receive a death blow. Accordingly, we share
the view of many other delegations as to the necessity for very careful.
preparations. • •. we must not lose sight of the fact that the conference ~ho~id
cover 8,11 categories of armaments, including nuclear weapons. ,....:,;"r<'·

.: -' . ',~',' . .'."~
11 all nuclear Powers should'take an active part so as to spare the~6rl'a.':, ,

the dangers of escalation in the nuclear arms race. But it is clear thatall:'~~~~~:':"'_>';o
countries great and ,small shc:>uld co-operate in order to achieve general and .: :.;:";":'.':;:,;,:,~-
controlled disarmament ••• and also to stop the arms race, nuclear or ",~.'
conventional. 11 \' "

,0'

.......,:-

" ••• we support all efforts, how'ever meagre their results, that will lead
us along the road to dis'armament; but what we must consider first and foremost
is that we must wipe out the causes of the conflicts. This is the very heart
of the question." (A/C.l/PV.1934, p. 56) •
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"We do not want to believe that the conference will lose the promise it
potentially holds because of a lack of interest on the part of the major Powers
or the absence of adequate }.jl'eparations. We dare not be overoptimistic about such
a conference; yet a defeatist attitude is similarly untenable. If the conference
would bring us even one step closer to our goal it would certainly be 'ilorthwhile.
Let me stress, how'ever, that this could 'only be achieved if all States, including
nuclear and threshold Powers, '''ould participate, following timely and adequate
preparation. In this vein, V.~e look for,,,ard to the convocation of the conference. tl

(A!C.liPv.188l, pp. 16-17; A!C.l!PV.1934)

" supports the convocation of a vIDC." (A!PV.2055, pp. 18-20; A/PV.1956)

Ireland

"We are willing to support a conference which has been carefully prepared
and is assured of the active participation of all nuclear-weapon States. Indeed,
not the least of the advantages of a conference on that basis would be the
bringing together of those five States .••• We all recognize that the absence of
two of them impairs the effectiveness of the CCD. n (A!C.l!PV.1952, p. 8)

"A decision to convene a WDC would be an appropriate action in the course
of the Disarmament Decade proclaimed by the General Assembly in 1969••••
(A!C.l!PV.1883, p. 37)

" •.• Such a conference would raise high expectations among peoples everywhere
and ••• world pUblic opinion would not be satisfied with a plethora of speeches
leading to no positive concrete results. Careful and thorough preparatory work
'''ould thus be called for - and it could be quite protracted. Above all ••• there
mu~tbe an assurance that the five nuclear-weapon States, as well as other
mi1itari1y important countries, would be prepared to participate in a conference
in an active and positive manner and with a determination to bring its work to
a· successful conclusion."

"There remains the difficult problem of reaching agreement on representation
in a world conference of the divided States of •.• Korea and Viet-Nam. It is
to be hoped that, in time, acceptable solutions can be negotiated in those cases."
(A!PV.l987, p. 43)

Italy

A WDC "could become the most useful instrument for bringing about general
and complete disarmament". (A!PV.2147, pp. 33-35)

A HDC will, "on the psychological level, exercise a useful stimulating
action for enhancing the proceedings on disarmament, provided that: (a) it
is generally supported by the Members of the United Nations, including all the..
"nuc~~ar Powers; and (b) it is adequately prepared by a qualified and representative
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organ, i'1ith full equality of rights and re~ponsibilities for each of the
participants". '(A!8817, annex I, p. 33)

"It is indeed essential that the problem of disarmament is tacltled. globally,
wit~ the active participation of all the major Powers. We cannot conceive a
gene~~al and complete disarmament idthout nuclear disarmament, and we cannot speak
of nuclear disarmament without the presence of all the Powers directlY interested
ana. ~ixlvolved. IT

!~

I

1'1

"~'1e hope that when the necessary conditions for .;l. WDC are fulfilled, /it/
might give new impetus to the solution of the problem of disarmament in all its
aspects and define the organic programme of general and complete disarmament
that we are actively seeking." (A!C.l!PV.1944, p. 28; CCD!pv.621, p. 15;
A!PV.1954; A!C.l!PV.1985; A!PV.2044)

ITThe need to maintain the link beti'1een nuclear and conventional disarmament,
on the one hand, and between global and regional disarmament, on the other, in
itself suffices to justify a comprehensive app~oach of all problems of
disarmament along the lines we have suggested• ••• only this comprehensive approach
would allow a world conference to establish guidelines for action, aiming at
assuring a systematic co·.ordination of the activities under wa:y in various
international forums." (A!PV.1995, p. 46)

Ivory Coast

" ••• we welcome the Soviet initiative concerning the convening of a WDC •••
on condition that the conference is carefully prepared for and that precise but
not limited objectives are set. 1I (A!C.l!PV.1899,"p.8)

ITThe success of such a conference presupposes the participation of all
States, and particularly all the nuclear Powers, regardless of any possible
divergencies that may exist among them regarding the approach to one aspect
or another of the problem of disarmament. The refusal of a single one of these
great Powers to participate in such a conference would deprive it of much of
its significance and would, to a large extent, limit the scope of its possible
results .••• we should act with prUdence and realism and, as far as possible, avoid
adopting hasty decisions which might deprive us of the participation of those
Powers. (A/C.l/PV.1899, pp. 8-10)

" ••• we believe that we have everything to gain and nothing to lose by
taking whatever time is necessary to carry out preparatory work and to try to
reconcile the apparently irreconcilable points of vi~w and thus ensure the
effective participation of all States, pffrticularly of the nuclear-weapon States. 11

(A/C.l!PV.1899, p. 11)

" .•• initial progress /reached so far in disarmament! can open up prospects
of fruitful debate which will make it possible to reach general agreements within
the framework of a WDC". (A/PV.2053, p. 47)
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Jamaica

"When we consider the question of the WDC ,.,hat we are in fact considering is
a double stalemate ••• there is the stalemate between the nuclear Powers on the
very question of general and complete disarmament and ••• there is the stalelIlate
between the nuclear Powers on the question of whether or not preparations for a
WDC should be set in train." (A/C.l/PV.1953, pp. 28-30)

" • •• a careful and detailed preparatoryyroce!ts should be engaged in before
the convening of a WDC, and ••• provisions /should/ be made for the widest
representation possible at such a conference". (A/C.l/PV.1953, p. '31)

"A WDC is a basically sound proposal, inasmuch as the threat of weapons of
mass destruction, although ~manating from a few Powers, is a threat to mankind
as a whole. The universality of the danger is abundantly clear, and nothing
should be allowed to cause the postponement indefinitely of a WDC.

"We recognize here the need and the desirability to secure the participation
of the five nuclear-weapon states, which also happen to be the permanent members
of the SecuritJr Council. We need them for a WDC." (A/C .l/PV.1883,
pp. 71-72)

Japan

" the holding of a WDC would be a useful instrument to give impetus to
disarmament negotiations, provided that the participation of all the nUclear,·
weapon States, as well as of all the militarily significant States, is ensured
and that appropriate preparatory work proves that there exists a satisfactory
basis for the success of such a conference." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 3~; A/PV.1990;
A/C.l/PV.1877; A/C.liPv.1899)

I 11 ••• we must make the most careful examination of all problems involved at
the stage of the preparations for the holding of a WDC in order to make it contribute
to real progress in disarmament negotiations, instead of allowing it to serve only
the purpose of political propaganda for some countries." (CCD/PV.562, p. 9)

Kenya

"We fully support the conv"ming of such a conferenc~." (A/C.l/PV.188l, pp. 3-5)

Kuwait

" a prom~s~ng sign of disarmament was the proposal to hold a WDC which might
rescue the question of complete and general disarmament from the impasse it has
been afflicted with for many years." (A!PV.2082, pp. 49-50)
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" Kuwait supported the proposal to hold a WDC. One of the basic
prerequisites for,the success of the conference would be to secure a universal
participation in the conference. We hope that the projected WDC would provide
the right forum for a universal effort to achieve our common goal of general
and complete disarmament. However, the conference should adopt as one of its basic
principles the necessity of allocating a major part of the resources released by
reduction of military budgets for the economic and social developemnt of the
developing countries." (A/PV.2057, p. 58)

" ••• all nuclear Powers" whether their nuclear arsenal is for defensive or
offensive purposes, should participate in the conference." (A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 47)

Laos

A 1IDC "will fall more within the competence of the nuclear Powers than in
that of the non-nuclear countries - nevertheless /Laosl does not hesitate to
make its modest contribution to that undertaking,-encouraged as we are by the idea
accepted here that the cause in question is of the greatest interest to all the
States Members of our Organization ••.• ~Te sincerely hope that an international
forum, larger than the CCD, will, in spite of the signs of hesitation and
opposition that are still evident in our Organization, be convened at the
appropriate time with the active and generous participation of all. It

(A/C.l/PV.1945, pp. 2-6)

Lebanon

Lebanon "supported the proposal for the holding of a 'IDC". (A/PV.1995, p. 67)

liThe United Nations must boldly seize the opportunity offered to it in order
to realize through the WDC a comprehensive programme for complete and total
disarmament. It (A/PV.1995, pp. 68-70; A/C.l/PV.1889)

Liberia

Liberia supported the proposal to hold the 'IDC. (A/C.1/PV.1879, p. 11)

I! • •• it is time ••• that a WDC should be held, for the destiny of mankind
as a whole must be considered by the representatives of all the peoples. The
non-nuclear weapon Powers must be given an opportunity to function in the shaping
of ideas regarding disarmament, for it is they who will ultimately be most
affected. I! (A/PV.1987, pp. 48-50)

"It will be regrettable if any of the~nuclear Powers refuse to partici~ate.
I am confident that the non-aligned PoWers will spare no efforts in inducing their
friends to participate in such a conference." (A/C.l/PV.1946, p. 52)
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It ••• it would seem desirable to maintain the one organ and create another bQdy
to replace the Disarmament Commission presently h~udling the problems of disarmament,
that .is to say, the General Assembly and the WDC , with the latter body's membership
being opened to 'all states' for participation in the \mrlt of this body." (A!8817,
annex I, p,. 36)

Luxembourg

"The Government of Luxembourg has repeatedly advocated disarmament and it
favours the convening of a ~iDC with a view to achieving this goal. If such a
Conference is to have every chance of success, it must be adequately prepared and
the partic£pation of the major military Powers, particularly those possessing nuclear
weapons, is essential." (Note verbale dated 1 July 1974 addressed to the Secretary­
General)

Madagascar

Madagascar advocated "the holding of a WOC, the main objective of which would
be the destruction of all nuclear weapons and all weapons of mass annihilation".
(A!PV.2055, p. 41)

Malaysia

Malaysia "welcomes the initiative calling for the holding of a WOC. Such a
conference •• v would provide a useful forum for the entire world community for
thorough and systematic consideration of this vital problem. • •• It is important
to ensure the success of the proposed conference, that all the nuclear Powers, which
obviously share the burden of responsibility for disarmament, should participate
in it. Equally important, the proposed conference must be preceded by adequate
and thorough preparation in all its aspects, without which it would obviously be
futile." (A!C.l!PV.1884, p. 76)

Mali-
"Today ••• the nee'. for holc'ting a WC is felt mOl'e and more. In order for

it to accomplish any results •••. ·'\ch a conference must be prepared for carefully
by inviting all States toparticip'1te." (A!PV.2045, pp. 14-15)

Malta

"Fresh impetus must ••• be given towards this goal/general and complete
disarmament7 and the convening of a VIDC during this Disarmament Decade would seem
to be a step in the right direction." (A/C.l!PV.1833, p. 18; A/PV.1965; A!PV.2061)

-40-

Mo.u

sho\
acC
the.
(A!

Mem
whe.
sho
(A!

VIDC
wou
(A!

Mau

a ~

(CC

to
po
th
wo
of

th
of
th



Mauritania

Mauritania "welcomed the proposal for the holding of Et 'VIDC ••• That conference
should be oompletely different from the international meetings that we have become
accustomed to; in other words, in the light of the situation in which we are living,
that conference must lead to practical, bold, feasible decisions ••• t!

(A!C.l!PV.1889, p. 6)

tI ••• the conference should be open to all States whether or not they are
Members of the United Nations, whether or not they possess nuclear weapons, and
whatever their size and their economic or military power. Particular importance
should be attached to the participation of the five nuclear Powers."
(A!C.l!PV.1889, p. 7)

" • • • the best framework in which to discuss disarmament questions is the
WOC ••• The holding of such a conference with the participation of all States
would encourage the creation of an atmosphere of peace and d13tente ••• tI

(A!C.l/PV.1949, p. 37)'

Mauritius

" ••• ~s long as there is no comprehensive nuclear test ban treaty, we nannot
genuinely speak of the possibility of peace. It may be that such a mJC as proposed
by the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is the answer. We
believe that such a conference, if adequately prepared ••• will bring about the
desired results, provided that the fundamental issues, including the stopping of
all nuclear testing and the destruction of all existing nuclear weapons, are fully
gone into first." (A!PV.2040, pp. 54-55)

Mexico

Mexico had an " ••• attitude of un~alified support for the proposal to convene
a WDC open to all States which Mexico /had/ maintained unin'terruptedly since 1965."
(CCD!PV.594, 'p. 33) .

The Senate of'Mexico "decided to call upon all the parliaments of the world
to extend their support, within the scope of their respective constitutional
powers, to the proposal to convene in 1974 the first VIDe, on the understanding
that all States would participate in it but that the invitation to participate
would have no legal or politics.l implications regarding the international status
of any State." (A!C.l!1027)

"••• no one could call into question the responsibility which devolves upon
the United Nations under the Charter in respect of disarmament and the consolidation
of peace; ••• all peoples of the world have a vital interest in the success of
the disarmament negotiations. Similarly, and above all, in the light of the

.........,
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meagre results that it has been possible to achieve in this area ••• no one could
deny that today it is imperative that every state should make a fresh effort to
ensure that effective disarmament measures are adopted, and more particularly,
nuclear disarmament measures. We also firmly believe that there would be no one
who would call into question the premise that the convening of a VIDC, which had
been carefully considered and properly prepared, could promote and facilitate the
attainment of these objectives." (A/PV.2022, p. 33; A/PV.1978)

"It 1rould also be useful, if in the meantime, members who maintained contact
with the nuclear Powers explored informally the possibility of reaching agreements
on the solution of some, at least, o,f the disarmament problems most frequently
mentioned in debates. That iIDuld hasten the day when it would be possible to
convene a WDC in which all nuclear Powers would actively participate and which
would be open to all." (A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 3)

" ••• it is an essential condition that all states possessing nuclear weapons ­
all the five nuclear Powers - co-operate actively and effectively, spontaneously
and 'not as a result of force, in the work that will be necessary if we are to be
able to make progress on the road leading to the convening of the conference."
(A/PV~2116, p. 116; A/PV.220S)

" ••• it will be essential that the nuclear powers should be in a position to
give this co-operation on a footing of absolute eqUality." (A/PV.2116, p. 116,
A/PV.2205, pG 12)

" ••• in such a delicate and complex ma.tter, we must be guided by the wise
advice provided by proverbs in various languages, such as "no por mucho madrugar
amanece mas temprano" in Spanish, "let us make haste slowly" in English and "rien
~ert de courir z il faut partir a point" in French. Naturally patience does not
hav~ to be endless, but it should not be incompatible with perseverance and with a
balanced approach permitting correct judgements." (statement made on 8 May 1974 by
the ~exican representative on the Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament
Conference. ) . .

" ••• consideration of.·,the item ••• must not and should not be adversely affected
by disagreements which exist or may arise among the permament members of the
Security Council." '(A/8693 and Corr.l, p. 7).

Mongolia

"Mongolia supports the proposal of a WDC." (A/C.l/PV.1839, p. 32)

" ••• when in certain parts of the world there are still military conflicts
going on, when there sti~l exists the danger of armed conflict on a global scale,
when the unrestrained arms race, including the nuclear arms race, has a pernicious

....-

et',
th
di
(A

in
be
(A

pe
re
Ne
st
in
Se
p.

!1S

d
se
at
cc
wc
AJ

r.

j tl
al

'] tl
~

..1-

, ,

.. "

. .



effect upon the whole of international life - the holding of a conference with
the participation of all States of the world to consider the problems of
disarmament in all their aspects has become ever more topical, urgent and relevant."
(A/PV.1987, pp. 28-30)

See also II.

" ••• the holding of the conference itself would promote a further improvement
in the international climate. The easing of international tension can and must
be strengthened and supplemented by concrete disarmament measures."
(A/C.l/PV.1940, p. 11)

I

tI ••• the question of disarmament, in view of its importance, requires the
participation in the conference of all the States of the world,. large and small,
regardless of their political and social system or their status in the United
Nations or other international organizations. • •• the decisi~e factor for the
success of the conference would be the participation of all states possessing
important military potential, especially all the permanent members of the
Security Council, that is to say, all the nuclear Powers." (A/C.l/PV.1873,
p. 46)

Morocco

The WDC "might appear to be a good framework for 'bringing about nuclear
disarmament, on the condition that the conference would be preceded by
scrupUlous preparation and serious and active consultation, aimed, on one hand,
at creating the necessary political conditions for the holding of such a
conference, and, on the other, at preparing the texts of the agreements which
would be discussed and approved by the conference." (A!C.l!PV.1834, p. 26;
A!C.l!PV.1875)

Morocco expressed the 'Wish "that the pl '~m of countries which, for one
reason or another, are not yet Members of the United Nations may be resolved and
that the principle of universality necessary for the success of such an important
and difficult enterprise may be finally confirmed by the United Nations before
the meeting of the conference, thus making it possible to give the Charter its
full significance." (A!C.l!PV.1834, p. 26; cCn!PV.581)
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In the view of Morocco the success of the WDC "depends on the creation ofa healthy and relaxed international climate, not only in Europe but also, and aboveall, in other regions of the world troubled by armed conflicts and by dangerousand thTeatening tensions." (CCD!PV.555, p. 18)

Nepal

Nepal "has al~.,B\Y's urged the convening of a HDC, a conference in ~"hich allnations of the world, including the divided ones, should be invited toparticipate." (A!PV.1955, p. 36; A!PV.2043; A!PV.2136)

"A WDC has taken on an added significance because China's partici'Oation inthe CJ.uest for disarmament ~dll require new modalities and ne~T forms for theconduct of disarmament negotiations. The Zorin-Mcqloy Agreed Principles of adecade ago, and the Soviet and United States draft treaties on general andcomplete disarmament will have to be revised ••• " (A!PV.1985, p. 57)

Nepal "feels that a 'mc, if held after adequate preparatory work, is boundto create a favourable atmosphere for disarmament even if it may prove to beincapable of solving all problems at one stroke. The holding of such aconference will involve universal participation in the discussions relating to theproblem of disarmament and will help to rally pUblic opinion all over the worldin favour of disarmament. Some countries try to give preference end priority tobilateral negotiations and agreements in the fie~d of disarmament and cast doubtsupon the usefulness of a WDC. But matters as vital as nuclear weapons and completeand general disarmament are of concern to all countries, big or small, rich orpoor, and therefore need to be discussed and solved in a conference where everyonehas a chance to make his views known. The success of such a conference necessitatesthe participation of all nuclear Powers. Moreover, all countries should be invitedto such a conference." (A!C.l/PV.1950, p. 42)

," • •. adequate preparatory work must be completed before the conference isconvened. The first precondition of a successful disarmament conference is thatall the five nuclear Pmrers must participate in such a conference. Secondly, sucha conference should be convened on the basis of the principle of universality. Allcountries, including the divided ones and those which are not members of theUnited Nations, for one reason or another, should be invited to participate in theworld disarmament conference." (A/C.l!PV.1883, pp. 79-80)

Netherlands

The Netherlands Ilis willing to approach this idea /of convening a VIDe! in apositi,re spirit, although it has had to overcome some doubts as to the particularcontribution such a conference could make to the furtherance of disarmament."(A/88l7, annex I, p. 47)

-44-



I
I

I
",

,J.",

F

The conference "cannot be expected to yield positive results unless it has
been preceded by' thorough preparations and unless all im?ortant military Powers,
and especially all Powers that are permanent members of the Security Council,
are fully disposed to contribute to the work of the conference. For that reason,
active participation in the preparatory work by all permanent members of the
Security Council ,,,ould be essential. lI (A/8817, annex I, p. 47)

"A HDC miBht serve a useful purpose, if all mi1itarily important States -
and especially all nuc1ear-,,,eapon States - would participate in such a conference."
(A/PV.1995, p. 61)

Ne,,, Zealand

"One of the ,~ays in ,.,hich ••• ,.,e might end the current deadlock on
participation in disarmament negotiations is to convene a WDC ••• 11 (A/C.1/PV.1887,
pp. 23-25)

11 ••• a HDC could thus have a useful role to play in the disarmament process
two important conditions would need to be met, namely: (a) a large measure

of agreement among the participating States as to the agenda, procedure and
objectives of the conference would be required before it was convened; (b) the full
participation of all major Powers of political and military significance should
be assured. This would include the participation of the five nuclear-weapon
Pm.,ers in the preparatory process.

"New Zealand ••• places particUlar stress on the need for careful
preparatory work if there is general acceptance of the desirability of convening
a conference. The failure of a WDC could represent a major setback for the
cause of disarmament in general and adversely affect negotiations through other
channels for many years." (A/8817, annex I, p. 48)

New Zealand ilsupports the convening of a ,me as soon as there is evi6.ence
that the nuclear Powers are ready to participate. In this connexion, a decision
by China to participate in the dis-armament negotiations would be widely acclaimed
and would contribute markedly to the climate and prospects for genuine
progress. H

Ne,., Zealand believes that "the easing of tensions among nations has created
ne,., expectations of progress in the disarmament field and that such progress iso,
in turn, essential to help underpin detente. il (A/C.I/PV.1949, p. 68)

Nigeri~

"In principle /Nigeria7fully supports the con~ening of the I,mc."
(cCn/PV.594, p. 24;~/C.I/PV.1875, p. 58)

il ••• a 'imc is bound to facilitate progress lof cUrrent efforts in the
field of disarmament/." (A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 61)
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'l~:T"! have favoured, and still favour, the convening of a HDC •••• L

be thoroughly Drepared in the sense that one has a reasonable assurance l't' 11
will lead to positive results. This is to a large extent dependent upo 0 ~ ~c:h y
military Po'vers, in particular the nuclear weapon States ••• which have ~ ~
responsibilities." (A/C.l/PV.1953, p. 66) 0 m ce

" ••• a WDa could provide all States with further insight into the t t
complex problem of arms control and disarmament and make them more awar . rus
the risks involved in arms races and military confrontation and the nee· lr
headway in arms control and disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1886, p. 38)

"The success of a WDC "Till, to a large extent, depend on the mutu
among the nations ••• particularly among the most powerful ones, and th
readiness to cooperate." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 49) armament

Oman "will fully support the convening ofa conference on 'World dis
and related problems." (A/AC.167!L.2, annex, p. 9) p. 41)

"Should this situation lof stagnation in the CCD! continue, we shal rldcito give serious consideration to the possibility of establishing other ~ an
including the convening of a WDC." (A/c.1/PV.l842, p. 47)

4'lve welcome any proposal for a conference of all. countries of the w
nuclear and non-nuclear, to give a new impetus to disarmament negotlatio
.to the strengthening of the security of all States in the nuclear era."
(A/PV.1996, p. 26)

questionsMember States have to be car 'd
of the WDC are to obtain." 1 er

erence,
i011 of

have
rums,

ied out

(A/PV.1953,"we welcome the Soviet proposal ••• for a WDC"

Pakistan

" ... intensive consultations among all
if the necessary conditions for the success
(A/pv.1996, p. 27)

" .•. more than agreement in principle is required if such concrete
as the agenda and timing of the conference are to be decided, and we con h t th'
that this should be taken into account in any proposal to convene a con c t 0 lS
and the two - namely the decision to convene the conference and the ques rs

b
, a~y

the agenda and timing - should not be separated. 11 (A/pv .1996, p. 26) Y ase

Agreed !tin principle with the idea of a WDC; hmrever, in. any appro
question the following considerations would be of crucial importance: f'

new negotiating machinery Which it is proposed to create must be genuinel~I!~~~!!~~g



on the present realities of power. Othe~?ise, it will not be a constructive,
addition to or sUbstitute for the existing machinery of disarmament negotiations.
Second, we cannot ignore the fact that two of the five nuclear Powers have expressed
reservations about the prC'lposed i>1DC and its timine;. It goes i-rithout s~ing that
such a conference cannot usefully twce place without the full agreement and support
of all the nuclear Powers. Third, those countries ••• which favour the convening
of such a conference have themselves indicated that they are not in favour of
premature action, realizine that hasty action would only harm the goal we all have
in mind." (A/C.l/PV.1885, pp. 49-51)

Supported "in principle the convening of a WDC at the appropriate time. The
conference must so devise its agenda as to secure the participation of all nuclear
Powers in its deliberations. To mWte such participation possi9le, we need to do
more than establish another forum or to make changes in the existing machinery
of negotiations. It is only by concrete and substantial reductions of nuclear and
sophisticated weapons that Powers with ove~vhelming nuclear and other capability
will be able to establish their credibility in disarmament negotiations. An
important step towards buildinr. mutual confidence would be an undertWting not to
be the first to use nuclear weapons." (A/PV.2059, p. 62)

Peru

"Peru supports the idea of holding a WDC."

"The important initiative taken by the Soviet Union has gained'even further
importance with the effective presence of China in the Organization, since now
the five Powers that possess the greatest war potential in the world and possess
nuclear weapons are Members of the United Nations. 11 (A/PV.1996, pp. 14-15)

Peru believed "that the General Assembly should consider the proposal for
a WDC without a~y preconceived notions. Above all, the true origin of the
initiative of the Conference has to be understood. It is a very old proposal,
submitted by the non-aligned nations, ivhich was extremely timely in view of the
stagnation of the CCD. Furthermore, the initiative must be considered as a means
of encouraging negotiations and ensuring future participation in them by all nuclear
Powers." (A/C.l/PV.1943, p. 31)

"Peru considers that a further and indispensable step for the strengthening
of international peace and security is the convening by the United Nations of
a world disarmament conference." (A/PV.2124, p. 42)

" ••• it is necessary ••• through a forum that possesses the moral and political
authority of universality, to breathe new life into the timid ner,otiations that
are tWting place at present •. Those negotiations, as many have already proved, have
only come somewhat close to what is conceptually considered disarmament.
(A/PV.1996, p. 13)
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"We believe that a iVDC that broUf!:ht together all countries affected by the arms
race 2 particularly the nuclear ones 2 and not only those Po,.,ers interested in
preser;vinB a balance of terror 2 ,.,ould give ne,., impetus to this primary role of
the Organization • ••• the conference should be open to. all states ••• it is necessary
to stress emphatically that it is indispensable that all the nuclear Powers
participate from the very first stages of, preparation of the conference. fI

(A!C.l!PV.1888 2 pp. 74-75)

See also VI.

Philippines

&'1 entry "to the disarmament negotiations for the two missing nuclear parties
might w'ell be provided by the proposal for a WDC. fI (A!PV.1959 2 pp. 35-36)

The WDC "would be a major step in B~v~nB meaning and substance to the
Disarmament Decade 2 now running concurrently with the Second Development Decade."
(A!PV.19592 pp. 35-36; A!PV.1953)

"A disarmament conference virtually and vitally affects every country in the
world and it is only fitting that all countries wishing to participate in such a
conference should be welcomed. The progress maae towards the principle of
universality in the United Nations clearly points the w~y to the universality of
participation in a HDC." (A!PV.1994, p. 36) .

Supported "the recommendation that all the nuclear weapon Powers 2 ,.,hich are also
permanent members of the Security Council, should be represented, as well as all
major military pm.,ers. fI (A!C.l!PV .1889, p. 72)

Poland
,
"However undeniabl~ is the responsibility of the big .Powers for international

security and world peace, the responsibility for disarmament must be shouldered
. by the entire international community • ••• A WDC would be the most appropriate venue

in that respect. fI (A!AC.167!L.2 2 Add.l; A!PV.1985)

"We fully endorse the initiative to convene a WDC. At present there are
proper conditions for the convening of such an authoritative forum and for ensuring
that its debates produce positive results. ll (A!PV.2042, p. 32; A!88l7 2 annex I)

"Poland is consistently guided by the desire for general and complete
disarmament. Hence, we favour the speediest possible convocation of the WDC.
the conference could become a turnin6 point in the efforts aimed at freeing mankind
from the tremendous burden of armaments, strengthening world peace and promoting the
successful socio-ec.onomic development of the nations of the world."
(A!PV.2l30, pp. 28-30; A/PV.1953; A/PV.2l30)
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Participation in the WDC "should be universal. All States of the ~'1orld ­
Members of the United Nations and non-members, big and small, developed and
developing, those belonging to military groupings and those which are non-aligned
or neutral - should be assured of participation in the conference. 11 (A/PV .1985,
p. 22)

"One of the basic prerequisites of the convening of a WDC would be to secure
a universal participation, and especially that of all the great Powers and of
countries with a significant military and industrial potential. Past experience
shows that the absence of this precondition has made it impossible for the United
Nations even to emba.rk on the preparatory work for a WDC." (CCD/PV.575, p. 15)

For Poland "it was essential that all the nuclear Powers should participate
in a WDC and also in the preparations for such a conference." (A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 6;
A/PV.1985)

See also lIe

Romania

" intensification of the struggle to bring about general disarmament and,
in particular, nuclear disarmament, is vitally necessary. To that' end, the
convening of a WDC would be a very significant step •.. " (A/8817, annex I, p. 56)

"By its composition, organization, activities and working methods, the WDC
should provide a democratic forum, based on the principle of equality of rights of
States. • •• it /Is7 essential to ensure that all, countries, large, small and
medium-sized, whether or not possessing nuclear weapons, Members and non-members
of the United Nations alike, can participate effectively and on an equal footing
in the discussions and negotiations of the conference and in the adoption of all
its decisions." (A/8817, annex, pp. 57-58; A/C.l/PV.1876, p. 17)

Rwanda

"In proposing the convening of a WDC of all Member and non-Member States, .••
Rwanda and all non-aligned countries are faithful to the traditional principles •••
of peace and co-operation among nations." (A/PV.1994, p. 26)

By voting in favour of the WDC "we shall have taken an extremely important
step on the road leading towards the true progress of nations." (A/PV.1994, p. 26)

Saudi Arabia

"There is no doubt but that the desire of the Soviet Unibn and other States
to hold a WDC at some future date is laudable. "But, "some of those States
which have nuclear weapons and other lethal weapons of mass destruction in their
arsenals are not prepared at this stage to participate' in such a conference, or
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"A major prerequisite for the success of a "'DC 1'1ou1d be to stop testing
nuclear 1'1eapons." (A!PV.1985, pp. 77-80; A!C.1!PV.1833)

We may recommend that lithe major P01'1erS appoint experts to meet privately'
and informally ••• to set forth the terms of reference for /a WDC/." , (A!C .1!PV.1877,
pp. 51-65)

"Some might contend that there 1vi11 be minimal success even if the United
States 'and China will not participate in such a conference • ••• But notwithstanding
all the conflicting vie1'1s on the sUbject, we should not surrender to failure. A
solution tlust be found."

". •• as long as France and Chin,a ••• did not co-operate and participate in a
world conference very little could be aChieved." (A!C.1!PV.1872, p. 57)

"The terms of reference of the Conference should include the provlslon that
the Conference should not serve as a platform for propaganda by States, small or
big. It should be a technical conference ••• ". (A!PV .1985, p. 86)

even to prepare the groundwork for it through certain committees to be constituted
outside the CCD 11

It vTas "absolutely necessary for the United Nations to do all in its power
to promote a better climate so far as the call for a world disarmament is
concerned." (A/PV.2060, p. 72)

A WDC must include all States, because any State not participating "might not
feel itself disposed to abide by any decisions taken by" the WDC. (A!PV.1889, p. 13)

"Participating in the conference itself must be all-inclusive. It would be
futile if all mi1itari1y significant States, whether or not they are Members of the
United Nations, as well as all States which wish to participate, whether Members of
the United Nations or not, were not invited to take part in the deliberations • •••
Hoped that_more flexible attitUdes will ultimately prevail and that both LChina
and France/ will participate without any preconditions whatever." (A/C .1/PV.1889 ~
p. 13) -

Sierra Leone "supports the convening of the ·HDC particularly at this time
when the world is witnessin6 a seeming improvement in the international political
climate." Hoped that the WDC "will promote further the spirit of detente between
the nuclear Powers and the normalization of international relations."
(A/C.1!PV.1953, p. 51; A!PV.1949)

Bo·th the CCD and the bilateral US-USSR talks "have in their O1'J'n Wa:jr been
making a valuable contribution to the prevention of a global war, but this is not
enougq. For complete success, the nations of the world ought to be involved. It
is therefore necessary to examine on a broad basis all disarmament questions in a
WDC where all States, Members and non-members of the United Nations alike, can meet
'and give expression to their views. t1 (A/PV.1889, pp. 12-13)
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Somalia

For Somalia "a great opportunity for truly significant progress tQiyards
disarmament is afforded by the initiative of the Soviet Union in calling for a
WDC on both nuclear and conventional weapons. ~W Government will give its full
support to the proposal that such a conference should be convened by the General
Assembly. Disarmament, like other major questions of survival, must be approached
with a global vie,v, and can be resolved only by the agreement of the world
community." (A/PV.1943, p.82)

Spain

"The ideal of general and complete disarmament, under appropriate
international control, is becomine.: SUfficiently established in the minds of
Governments and in the consciousness of peoples for the convening of a WDC.
the treaties and conventions recently concluded both bilaterally and unilaterally,
,vith the aim of limiting the production and use of nuclear weapons and
prohibiting bacteriological weapons demonstrate the real possibilities which exist
in this field, at the same time, the deficiencies of one or another of those
agreements, both in scope and content and in the number of accessions to them,
also demonstrate the need to approach disarmament as an undertw~ing common to
all States and to take into account and co-ordinate the views of all, 'Yhi ch can
be done only in the context of a HDC." (A/8817, annex I, p. 60; A/PV.1995;
A/C.l/PV.1946)

Spain is "in favour of convening a WDC. . .• That conference w'ould be the
political and collective forum most appropriate for the thorough analysis of ,yhat
has already been achieved and what still remains to be done in the field of
disarmament and preparing a programme of action •.• ". (A/C.l/PV.1881, p. 21)

" .•• the conference must be carefully prepared" and t'synchronized with the
progress of specific bilateral agreements which may be arrived at. 11

(A/C.l/PV.1881, p' 21; A/AC.167/SR.4)

Spain "believes in the advisability of convening as soon as possible a WDC
open to the participation of all States." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 9)

Sri Lanka

tilt is precisely because the CCD and other forums have not made sufficient
progress that we consider it timely for the General Assembly to assume the
responsibility ... under Article 11 of the Charter of considering the general
principles of co-operation in the maintenance of international peace and security,
inclUding the principles governing disarmament and the regulation of armaments.
A world conference devoted solely to disarmament could give its undivided attention,
free from the pressure of other business such as we have in the First Committee, to
the entire range of problems falling within the purview of the CCD, without being
undUly selective in the treatment of the question. We agree with those who maintain
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that to be successful the conference Im1st be ~ttended by all the nuclear Powers
and be open to all states, and also thnt it requires careful preparation."
(~!C.l!~V.1887, p. 21)

"The major Po,,,ers have an opportuni'ty of providing an earnest of their ROoct
faith and thus creating a favourable climate for such a conference if they
pledge themselves to a total and unqualified renunciation of the use of nuclear
weap~ns; a comprehensive test ban treaty, to be Concluded without further excuses
or del~v; the total cessation of the manufacture of all nuclear weapons; and the
dismantling of all nuclear arsenals." (A!PV.2145, p. 62; A!PV.2061)

Sudan

Sudan "supported resolution 2930 (XXVII) ,,,ith the vie'" that all States in
the '''orld could find an opportunity to participate in and contribute to the
disarmament efforts. Our hope has been that such a forum ,.,ould enhance the
effectiveness of the United Nations deliberative machinery and mi,,:ht contribute
to the reali zation of the objective of the Disarmament Decade.

IISudan regards one aspect as of the utmost importance - that is, the
participation of all nuclear States. This is, perhaps, well understood since the
Assembly has accorded first priority to disarmament in weapons of mass destruction.
It is therefore essential for the success of the conference to ensure the
participation of all nuclear States, unless we are seeking to disarm the unarmed."
(A!AC.l!PV.l94l, p. 72)

Sweden

"If a spectacular ne,,, beginning 'YTere made, it might release forces of political
determination to turn the spiral of the arms race dowm"ards, instead of incessantly
upwards. We must therefore be looking for some new way, even some new mechanism
to make multilateral disarmament negotiations effective. This is the reason '''hy
my Government has come to pin certain hopes on a HDC." (A!C.l!PV.1882, pp. 11,1-42)

11 ••• after 12 years of frustrating failures since the hopes were raised by the
Zorin-~1cCloy agreement, we need to create some more effective mechanism for
grappling in depth and detail with disarmament .••• This is the overriding reason
,.,hy my Government has given strong support to the proposal of calling a HDC."
(A!C.l!PV.194l, p. 53)

HDC "must fulfil two conditions: (1) secure the participa.tion of all major
POYTers and particularly all nuclear weapon States; (2) be well prepared."
(A!C.l!PV.194l, p. 53; A!PV.2062; CCD!PV.576)

"He must nOYT try to assess ••• a reluctance on the part of the United States
and China to participate. If their objections are based, in the case of the
United States, on an unwillingness to reduce a~ all its extraordinary military
pOYTer, or, on the part of China, on a desire to gain time in order to arrive at a
similar military-pOYTer status, then there is little hope for disarmament at all."
(A!C.l!PV.1882, p. 42)
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Two pre-conditions stated by China for holdin~ of a WDC "should figure on
the conference agenda, to be dealt with more or less urgent~y in the order of
priorities established. lI (A/C.l/PV.1882, p. 42)

" ••• ''1hen see t"chins for a forum where all can contribute to the debate on
disarmument issues, we should not overlook the machinery within the United Nations,
primarily its Disarmament Commission." (A/PV.1989, p. 16)

Syrian Arab Republic

"As a developing non-aligned State, we fully support all international
efforts aimed at complete and comprehensive disarmament that would free the world
from its fear of a nuclear war through the destruction of existing nuclear
stockpiles, the prohibition of further production of nuclear weapons and the
establishment of effective international control to see to it that these goals are
ful~y implemented. 11 (A/PV .2058, p. 46)

In the vie,'1 of the Syrian delegation, "A world conference on disarmament must
necessarily proceed from a clear vision of the kind of orderly world for which
the component StateR are called upon to disarm." (A/C.l/PV.1887, pp. 4-5)

" all nuclear Po,,,ers should participate in the conference; otherwise it
will be a failure.1: (A/C.l/PV.1887, p. 6)

Thailand

" a WDC as proposed by the Soviet Union certainly deserves the active
support of all countries of the w·orld. 1l (A/PV.1946, p. 18)

" ... there appears to be a consensus among the proponents and supporters
of the proposal that such a conference /HDC7 must be open to all States, and
particularly that all nuclear Powers must take part, in order to ensure its
success. However, it has also become apparent that two of the nuclear Powers
maintain strong reservations about the proposal. 1l

It ••• Indeed, if a WDC "rere to succeed in bringing together for the first time
all the nuclear Powers, it would be a welcome achievement and a milestone on the
road to arms control. But, whether or not it is so intended, it now appears that
such an expectation will not be fulfilled in the near future ••.• It is incumbent
on the nuclear Powers themselves to try to harmonize their views and to create
necessary conditions for the successful convening of such a conference."
(A/C.l/PV.1884, pp. 79-80)

"The proposed HDC has not benefited from the early organizational difficulty,
which can be resolved only through mutual goodwill and not by political pressure
or manoeuvre. Since partici~ation in the conference by all the nuclear Powers
and other militarily important States is indi3pensable to its success, we should
explore every possibility of achieving a compromise and refrain from acting in
undue haste. 1l (A/PV.2l34, p. 52)
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tl~,tv Government attaches great importance to the problem of disarmament. Horld
peace' and security' c,annot be safeguarded so long as controlled disarmament is not
realized. That is ,,,hy ,,,e most strongly demand the convening, as soon as possible,
of a world conference on this burning question, because the death vehicles race
not only threatens ,,,orld peace, but uselessly deprives a large part of mankind
of gro,,,ing assistance for development." (A/PV. 2048, p. 36)

Tunisia

"The WDC is one means of helping to create the climate of peace to ,.,11ich ,.,e
aspire •••• that conference, because of its importance and the acute nature of the
problems that ,.,ill be debated in it, should be prepared ,'1lth the greatest care in
order that it may have every possible chance of success." (A/C.l/PV.195l, pp. 58-60)

" ••• the basic task of the United Nations is to strengthen peace and
international security. The WDC will, we are sure, contribute to the achievement
of that ultimate objective, because it constitutes the proper place where
representatives of all countries, great or small, nuclear or non-nuclear, may
participate on an equal footing in the discussion of basic problems that affect
the vital interests of all peoples.

11 the main problem facing the WDC was not to choose the site and the ru1~s

of procedure of the conference but to obtain the co-operation of the five nuclear
Powers. The essence of the matter ,.,as to bring closer the differing points of
view. It was therefore absolutely indispensable for the political aspect of the
question to be taken into account. 1l (A/C.1/PV.1951, p. 61)

"There was no doubt that the majority of States felt that a WDC should be
held. All were agreed that the nuclear Powers should participate actively in
such a Conference." (A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 9)

Turkey

Turkey welcomed the "initiative taken by the Soviet Union to convene a WDC."
(A/PV.1994, p. 6)

" ••• the success of .a WDC would constitute a major achievement in the field of
disarmament. In that connexion we have also stressed that two prerequisites for
the success of such a conference would be adequate preparation and universal
participation, including all nu.clear Powers." (A/C.1/PV.195l, pp. 13-15;
A/PV.1994; A/88l7)
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Uganda

Uganda supported the idea of holding the WDC. "The conference at this stage
would be a fitting climax to a decade of partial measures to prohibit or limit
nuclear tests and conventional armaments". (A/C.1/PV.1888, p. 91)
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"Hhile ''le accept the premise tha:b many useful forums exist, such as SALT and
the CCD in Geneva) many countries like mint:: have not bet::n able to participate
fully in those bodies) and we can only look to the WDC as the venue where we can
all air and exchange vie,vs on the latest armaments issues and mea::.ures to curtail
the production and proliferation of armaments". (A/c.l/pv.1888. p. 92)

" ,,,ithout the participation of the United States and China the conference
,,,ould not achieve many of the desired results". (A/c.l/pv.1888, p. 92)

Uganda "considers it of the utmost usefuJ.!"~ess to the international communit:r"
that the WDC should be called without undue delay) and that in that conference
all States Members of this Organization should be represented in the search for a
satisfactory solution that would eventually lead to disarmament and to the freezinrr
of military budgets and, it is to be hoped, to their subsequent reduction."
(A/c.l/PV.1943, p. 57)

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

" the proposal of the Soviet Union for convening of a WDC is both important
and timely. Moreover, it is convinced that the conditions necessa~r for arranging
that important international forum have ripened. It should be stressed in this
connexion that the urgent necessity of convening a WDC stems from the situation
of danger for all the peoples of the world that exists as a result of the
ever-increasing arms race. lI (A/PV.1989, p. 31)

tI ••• an understanding of the necessity to solve the objective of a
cessation of the arms race by participation in the 1iDC will certainly help its
participants to seek a solution of international problems of a political, economic,
ideological or other nature, which divide countries and worsen relations between
them. On the basis of the principles for the strengthening of peace and the
security of peoples, and remembering that peace is indivisible, it is possible,
it is necessary, to find ways to bring countries together, to unite efforts
successfully to convene a WDC.

if ••• the sooner such a world confere.nce takes place, the sooner will further
disarmament talks ... receive a powerful impetus, and the sooner will concrete
results in the halting of the arms race be achievec].'! (A!PV.1989, p. 37;
A/PV.1958; A/8817, annex I, p. 65)

Ukrainian SSR "deems it essential that all countries take part in this ,.;ark
/of the vmc7 no matter whether they are Members of the Organization or not. Of
course, all States which pl~y an important military role must take part in the
work of the Conference, including all the nuclear Powers. tI (A/C.l/PV.1877, p. 47)

11 ••• it is essential to co-ordinate the efforts of all States in the world,
including without question all the nuclear Powers, without whose participation
it would be impossible to find an effective solution to the problem of nuclear and
general disarmament." (A/8817, annex I, p. 67)
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Union 0;' Sovi.::t: Socialist Republics

"In the not-too-distant past, States have already approached the question of
convening a world disarmament conference, but for various reasons it has so far
proved impossible to hold such a conference. The general political situation is now
more conducive to this.

"It is essential to make the most of these developments, bearing in mind the
fact that, although during the post-war years disarmament talks have been conducted
in the widest variety of places, all States have never yet gathered together to
discuss disarmament questions. Yet this problem affects them all without exception.

"The universality of the W'orld conference and the participation of all States
might contribute to its success." (A/PV.1942, p. 13)

Convinced "that conditions have recently become ripe for the convening of a WDC.
All peoples recognize more fully than ever befor~ the need to adopt new decisive
measures to halt the pernicious arnlS race. Disarmament is indeed becoming a
universal demand.

"Over the last decade a considerable body of experience in international
disarmament negotiations has been built up, showing that a halt to the arms race,
and disarmament , although difficult, are attainable aims. Evidence of this is
provided by the series of international agreements to limit the arms race which have
already been concluded. 11 (A/8757; A/8817, annex I, p. 69)

On this basis and "in order to achieve a radical settlement of disarmament
questions, it is essential that all countries, whatever the size of their territory
and population or the level of their military and economic potential, should
participate in the discussion of these questions and the search for the most rational
ways of limiting and curtailing the arms race, and then of destroying armaments.
Disarmament concerns everybody, and for that reason all States, regardless of
differences in their socio-economic systems, !nust play their part in solving these
problems." (A/8817, annex I, p. 69)

"The convening of such a conference and consideration by it of a wide range of
problems relating to disarmament is designed to increase the importance of the
problem of disarmament in contemporary international life and to draw the attention
of Governments and. public opinion in all States in the world to this important
problem ... ". (A/PV.1978, pp. 13-15)

" ••• initiating the preparations for convening a ~mc would reflect the interest
of all peoples in bripging about a further normalization of the international
atmosphere and the strengthening of peace and security. Convening the conference
would be an important step towards realizing the desire of many States for military
as well as political detente in international relations." (AiAC.167/SR.2, p. 11)

"The Soviet Union supports the opinion of the majority of the States Members
of the United Nations that the participation of all the nuclear Powers .•• is of
great importance." (CCD/PV.590, p. 19; A/C.l/PV.1934)
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The Soviet Union considers that "all the nuclear Powers must participate in any
agreement concerning nuclear disarmament. It was for precisely that reason that the
USSR also put forward a proposal to hold a meeting of the five nuclear Powers to
consider thoroughly nuclear disarmament questions. Such a meeting could do the
important groundwork necessary for the success of a WOC. However, the Soviet Union
does not make the holding of a meeting of the five nuclear Powers and the convening
of a WOC in any way dependent on each other." (A/8817, annex I, p. 70)
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"No one can conceivably deny that the solution of the problems of disarmament
involves great difficulties. But those international issues which have by nmoT been
successfully resolved also seemed to be insoluble at the beginning. Therefore,
references to objective difficulties do not reveal the essence. The crux of the
matter lies in policy; and responsibility for policy rests with people, primarily
with those who are entrusted with pm'1er, those who stand at the helm of. government. "
(A/PV.2126, p. 37)

"There are some who allege that the Horld Disarmament Conference could not be
productive because of the large number of participants. But who said that
complicated problems should necessarily be decided by two or thre eStates, or that
a broad international conference would not come to an agreed point of view?

"We harbour no illusions that the World Disarmament Conference will do a'oTay with
all problems at one stroke. It may last for several mo~ths or even several years.
Can there be any objections to that if the Conference contributes to the practical
solution of urgent disarmament problems?

"The argument is also adduced that the Conference might allegedly hamstring the
search for decisions affecting a smaller number of States. Such fears seem unfounded
to us. Multilateral efforts can only facilitate bilateral ones and vice versa. 11

(A/PV.2126, pp. 41-42)

" ••. at this session of the General Assembly, as last year, the view has been
expressed that it is necessary to put forward as a prior condition which should be
met before the conference is convened the requirement that some States take
unilateral steps in the field of limiting armaments.

" ••• ·putting forward such requirements or conditions before any international
negotiations or before the opening of a disarmament conference is, in principle,
inappropriate if· we mean to have serious negotiations or a serious exchange of views
among sovereign States on a footing of equality. At the same time, history has not
a few examples showing that prior con4itions of all kinds are often put forward for
the purpose of preventing or wrecking negotiations. This is particularly easy to see
when such conditions include the deliberate selection of questions whose solution
gives rise to serious difficulties. Take, for example, the question of the
elimination of foreign military bases on the territories of other States: if the
convening of a world disarmament conference were to be made contingent on the
solution of that problem, one could safely say that such a conference would be long
postponed." (A/C.l/PV.1872, p. 36)

"The ••• opponemt of the idea of convening the Conference puts forward in
essence his o~ idea, a thesis: Let others disarm, but my country will continue the
arms race. No sensible, right-thinking person or Government that has a serious
a.ttitude towards disarmament can agree with such an apl?roach: Let others disarm, but
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,,,e E\hnl1 continuf.l ltl'lning ouroclves. '{'his o.ppron.ch io the kind tho.t len.ds directly'ha t,herlllonuclear war nnd not. 'co disll.:rmflloent.

"This opponent of the Conference pt!'!;B 'forth nnothC'r idea: that the nuclear­,"eo.pon Gbates shoulcl undertake not to be the first to use nuclettr weapons. nut v/hyonly 'che first to use them? ~Phe Sovie't; Union put forward - as is known to the wholeworld nnd to the other 135 Members of the United Nations - another broader, moreconvincing and more importan·t idea which would save the world from nuclear war: thatof the non-use of force in internn'tional' relntions and the pe.rmanent prohibition ofthe use of nuclea.r weapons." (A/C.l/rV.1985, p. 36)

Unit.ed Arab l!.'lllirates

". •• conch:,mnsbhe use of force a.ncl th£ flgf,randizement of arms •• , supports theresolution or disputes by peuceful means /and/ hus nothing to add, in terms of viewsor specific suggestions, relo:ting to tht;' -;-on;eninp, of a vIDC a.nd related problems. I'(A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 10)

t!!.d,ted Kin,q;do!!.l of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
The United Kingdom "recognizes the necessity periodically to renew the sense ofurgency ,...ith which the nations address the problem of disarmament and arms control.It recognizes also that it is of the highest importance that a.ll the five permanentmembers of t·he Security Council ShOt-Lld be included in the international disarmamentnegotiations. I'rhe United Nations General Assembly is itself a forum for suchreassessment and renewal. But the United Kinr;dom Government does not close its mindto any other formn for Which there is general support. It would fa.vour the callingof a HDC provided such a conference had the general support of the United Nationsmembership and in partiCUlar of all the nuc] e(1,r Powers, whose active participationi,'cntid be essential to the consideration of measures in the nuclear field as foreseenin the preamble to resolution 2833 (XXVI); and provided thorough preparatory workshOioied that a satisfactory basis for such a conference exists." (A/88l7, annex I,pp. 72, 73; A/C.l/PV.194l; A/C.l/PV.1985)

!l ••• it would n~t, make sense to organize the conference unless all the majormilitalJr Powers - ~nd that must include the five nuclear-weapon St~tes - proposed totake part in the conference and in the preparations for it". (A/C.l/PV.1877, p. 16)
United RepUblic of Cameroon

" ... in order to give new impetus to and breathe ney, inspira~ion into solvingthe problem of disarmament ..• the convening of a WDC has now beccme imperative. Itis a question of resuming the negotiations that are underway, but on a new basis,and giving a new dynamism to the efforts that have been made thus far onImltilateral and bilateral bases". (A/C.l/PV.1884, p. 67)
Cameroon "reiterates its support for the Declaration adopted at the MinisterialHeetirig of Georgetown in August 1972 ... in which those countries welcomed theinitiative taken for the convening of a WDC to search for effect:ve solutions, andstated their intention to co-operate to ensure its success ..• it would be usefUl toQe~~se the formulas most conducive to ensuring participation by ~~l States so that intbis enterprise the principle of universality, which should be a?pJied particularlyin this field, vill be respected". (A/C .l/PV.1884, p. 68)
"Apart f.l.'om. the fact that it continues to confront humanit;r with intolerablerisks of a nuclear holocallst ..• there is the equally unaccepta~'.;'e fact that the
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arms race is contributing to the diversion of immense resources frpm international
co-operation, which is so indispensable to the efforts of the poor countries. It
is precisely in order to remedy this situation that we believe it is so urgent to
convene the WOC in which all States - great and small, nuclear and non-nuclear ­
would participate. lI (A/C.l/PV.1956, p. 12)

United Republic of Tanzania

"Only a disarmament conference on a world-'\dde scale would measure up to the
universal cry for an end to the senseless arms race. lI (A/C.l/PV.1887, p. 56)

lIIf a conference to discuss general and complete disarmament is to be convened,
it should have the participation of all States. Its chances for success would
thereby be greatly enhanced but, what is more, the chances for implementation of any
agreements resulting from such a conference on disarmament would be even greater. lI

(A/PV.1951, p. 51; A/PV.1989)

lIIn its opinion what is important is to have universal participation by all
States, Members and non-members of the United Nations, in such a conference.
Whether the conference is to be held within or outside the framework of the United
Nations will, therefore, depend upon the best means to realize. such universality. 11

(A/PV.1989, p. 28; A/PV.2043)

" ••• thorough preparations are •.• necessary before such a conference could be
held. It should also be ascertained that the nuclear Powers and permanent members
of the Security Council would participate in the conference; without them there
would be no meaning in any negotiations." (A/C.l/PV.1887, p. 57)

" •.• overwhelming support has been given to the call for a WDC. The
non-aligned group of countries, during the last decade or so and in four conferences
within that period, have unanimously called for the convening of such a conference.
This support has been voiced here in this Committee by almost all countries - all,
that is, but two, the United States and China, which have stated the reasons for
their reluctance or reservations. But my delegation believes that whatever
differences and hurdles may exist on this matter should be carefully examined with
a view to reconciling and overcoming them.," (A/C.lipV .1887, p. 56)

United States of America

" ••• we are sceptical that such a generalized approach (WDC) would produce
specific accomplishments. All post-war experience indicates that a concrete, step­
by-step approach offers better prospects for success than more grandiose schemes,
which tend to generate many words and few reSUlts." (A/PV.1950, pp. 8-10;
A/PV.1996)

The United States does not believe "that a vIDC could in fact contribute at
this time to the achievement of concrete arms control agreements. The history of
arms control efforts today ShOV1S that there is no SUbstitute for careful, patient
negotiations. A large, unwieldly conference would not provide the sort of
atmosphere conducive to real progress; it could indeed be harmfUl to institutions
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that have already achieved a record of proved accomplishment and that are currentJ.y
conducting ongoing negotiations. So far as the establishing of broad objectives is
concerned, we believe that this Con~ittee, the First Committee of the General
As~emb1y where all nuclear Po,.,ers are represented, is performing this task and that
it need not be duplicated in another forum." (A/C.1/PV.1782, p. 51)

" ••• ,.,re believe it ,.,ou1d not be ,inappropriate for the General Assembly, if a
consensus of its members wished to do so, to note in a :resolution that a wnc could
play a role in the disarmament process at an appropriate time." (A/C.1/PV.1872,
p. 52: A/8817, annex I)

"In communicating vie,.,s on this question to the Secretary-General we would
hope that Governments ,-Till ask themselves the following questions: Wha.t ,.,il1 be
the likely results of such a conference? Will it in fact contribute to the
development of sound arms-control agreements? Is there a real need to replace or
to duplicate the regular review and assessment of arms-control issues by the
international community ,.,hich is, as we all know, one of the central purposes of
the annual meetings of the General Assembly? Realistically, ,.,e believe that such
a conference ,-Till not accomplish these purposes; and accordingly' we find it
difficult to see what might be gained by holding the conference. Serious progress
in disarmament requires a search for compromise and accommodation through quiet
businesslike exchanges of views in an atmosphere relatively free of polemics. We
seriously doubt that these would be the characteristics of a world disarmament

. c09ference. 11 (ccn/pv .560, pp. 16) 17)

IlProgress on arms control and disarmament issues would only be hindered by
attempts to demonstrate that certain participants desire disarmament while others
do not. Unfortunately, as was evident at the most recent session of the General
Assembly, discussions regarding a WDC are conducive to exchanges of this nature and
also to heated exchanges pertaining to matters wholly extraneous to the solution of
arms control and disarmament problems. The premature convening of a i{DC or of a
preparatory commission would, we believe, be more likely to produce this kind of
harmful rhetoric rather than the purposeful, quiet and businesslike exchanges of
views needed for serious work on the underlying security issues and complex
technical problems involved in the present stage of the disarmament process. 1l

(A/8817, annex I, p. 74)

"Progress towards disarmament is difficult in large part because the
international issues and antagonisms that stimulate weapons competition remain
unresolved. It would not be possible to come to grips with these issues in a
responsible and purposeful way through the premature convening of a world
conference. We therefore believe the General Assembly should avoid raising hopes
throughout the world that it might now be possible to make rapid, major progress
toward general dtsarmament through preparations for, and convening of a WDC. To
decide now to begin such preparations or to set a time for such a conference would
inevitably lead to frustration and disappointment. The result would be damaging,
not helpful, to the real task of developing the techniques and mutual confidence
involved in limiting and reducing armaments." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 75)

-60-

.<
I

expel'
disal'
deriv
need
but l'
restl'

are e
a the
only
Such
can c
conve
exist
and c

rapic"
pros}
the]
from
leve
than
combi
a wnc
(A/C.

of ir
fate

nega

Vene

thro
conv

devi·
disa



' ......~ ~

"We attach importance to the maintenance of an effective, expert and
experienced body of limited size to carry out multilateral arms control and
disarmament negotiations. The need for experience and consistency in membership
derives from the inherent complexity and difficulty of the subject-matter. The
need for a conference of limited size comes not from any desire for exclusivity,
but rather from the dynamics of the pror.ess of developing broadly acceptable treaty
restraints on armaments." (A/88l7, annex I, pp. 75-76)

"Issues relating to the organization of lAultilatero.l arms control negotiations
are extremely delicate an~ sensitive. We believe that they should be approached in
a thoughtful, prudent manner through informal consultations. We believe it would
only be harmful to attempt to deal with them through the early convening of a WDC.
Such action could create pressures on States to adopt rigid positions on issues that
can only be settled through the exercise of patience and flexibility. The premature
convening of a WDC might thus, without providing effective SUbstitutes, undermine
existing institutions which have made important contributions in the arms control
and disarmament field." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 76)

llFor such a conference not to disappoint the hopes of all those wishing to see
rapid progress in disarmament, the conference would have to be able to offer real
prospects of agreement on significant arms control measures. However, it is not
the lack of a suitable forum, but the lack of political agreement which prevents us
from taking more far-reaching steps. towards a more peaceful order with reduced
levels of armaments. A WDC would be less likely to overcome tpis lack of agreement
than to fall victim to it. The end result could well be a slow-down in our work
combined with the dashing of expectations everywhere. Therefore we oppose convening
a \'1DC or setting a date or starting preparations for one at this time. II

(A/C.l/PV.1934, p. 36; A/C.l/PV.1985)

Uruguay

Uruguay llresolutely supports that proposal /or a WDc7. Disarmament items are
of interest to all States, developed or developing, wealthy or poor, because ••. the
fate of all mankind is at stake." (A/C.l/PV.1841, pp. 13-15)

" ... this conference /WDC! will yield a constructive instrumentation and not a
negative one." (A/C.l/PV.1876, p. 12)

The wnc should 'be "fully universal". (A/C.l/PV.1841, pp. 13-15)

Venezuela

" to half the arms race and try to achieve adequate control over weapons
through effective United Nations supervision ... the best way ... is through the
convening of a WDC, to be carefully prepared." (A/C.l/PV.1953, pp. 21, 23)

" there is urgent need to convene the WDC as the only possible means of
devising adequate formulas and procedures that will lead to general and complete
disarmament under effective international control." (A/C.l/PV.1953, po 26)
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"The non-aligned nations ••• advocated the he1cUng of a WDC." (A/C.l/PV.1887,
p. 46) •

Speaking "of the participation of all Sta.tes without exception" means "all those
who meet the generally accepted criteria of exercising effective jurisdiction over El.

given popt~lation and a r:iven territory, ,,,hether or not they are Members of the
Organization or of the specialized aBenc~cs, and quite independently of whether they
are recognized or considered to be such by all other States". (A/PV.1992, p. 31)

" ••• the success of the conference proposed will depend in particular on the
participation of all the military Powers, and particularly the participation of the
nuclear Pm"ers •" (A/PV.1992, p. 31)

It is "Indispensable ••• to intensify the effort·s of the '''hole international
community to'oTards finding ways and means for strengthening world peace and
international security as well as for creating conditions enabling countries in the
world to consolidate their independence and achieve unhampered economic and social
progress. Disarmament is an essential element and an inseparable part of that
process."

" ••• a '-IDC, under the auspices of the United Nations, and with the
participation of, and respect for the vital interests of, all countries,
provide favourable conditions for the realization of these objectives."
annex I, p. 77; A/C.l/PV.1877, pp. 38-40; A/C.l/PV.1941; A/PV.1987)

Yugoslavia welcomed the proposal on a WDC as an idea which for years has been
on the agenda of "gatherings of the non-aligned countries and in favour of which the
United Nations has already declared itself in its resolution 2030 (XX) of
29 November 1965". (A/PV.1987, pp. 23-25)

The '~DC "should be open to all States without any exception at all".
(A/PV.1992, pp. 28-30; A/C.l/PV.1887) .

" ••• the largest possible share of the resources released through disarmament
should be utilized for more rapid solution of problems of development. The
convening of the vIDC is ••• the best way to initiate the process of· general
disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament." (A/PV.2130, p. 12)

, •... I •

" ••• the holding of the vIDC could contribute considerably towards the
formulation of a comprehensive platform for ••• a new policy /of armaments! which
will enable all countries to take an active part in further efforts in the field of
disarmament." (cCn/PV.595, p. 8)

" ••• the position taken by the Government of the SFR of Yugoslavia in this
matter has been fully justified by the most recent developments in the world,
namely, that even greater efforts should be invested in order to make it possible
to convene - after appropriate preparations - a world disarmament conference as
soon as possible." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add •.4, p. 1) .....
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Zaire supvorted the convening of a WDC. The General Assembly resolution
/2930 (XXVII)7adopted by an overwhelminB majority, "represented ••• a new and
important steV towards the continuing search for solutions to the question of
disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 78; A/C.l/PV.1889)

Zaire "called upon all parties to overcome the difficulties which separated
them so that the conference, so long awaited by veace-loving peoples, could be
held." (A/AC.167/SR.5, pp. 12-13)

Zambia

"l'1e remain strongly convinced that a World Disarmament Conference would be a
most significant endeavour and perhaps a real beginning in the search for genuine
disarmament ••• We remain convinced that all nations must participate fully as
equals, in all discussions that touch on their peace and security. Any bilateral
decisions among big powers which affect other nations, big or small, without full
consideration for their legitimate interests are unacceptable to us. Furthermore,
we consider world peace and security based on balance of power, which seems to be
the framework of accords bilaterally negotiated between the super powers, as
nothing but an illusion." (A/PV.2l30, pp. 40, 41)

"The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remains one of the biggest
problenls of our time. If the arms race is to be arrested, there is need to convene
a WDC at which all nuclear Powers should be invited to participate without any
preconditions •••• Such a conference would contribute significantly to international
peace and security. Our goal must remain general and complete disarmament, not just
one-sided measures, like the non-proliferation Treaty, which are intended to
maintain the status quo." (A/PV.1945, p. 66; A/C.l/PV.1883; A/PV.2l30)

"l'1e are calling for a conference '-1hich we hope will produce positive results
in the field of disarmament. It is also our belief that for the success of the
conference it will be necessary to undertake thorough preparations•••• The
participation of all nuclear countries in such a conference must be assured."
(A/C.l/PV.1947, p. 32; A/PV.2l30)

"Since matters of international security affect all of us, '-1e strongly believe
that all nations of the world should participate fully in the discussion of such
matters. He therefore welcome the proposal to convene a WDC, at which '-1e hope all
States, nuclear and non-nUClear, vrill participate as equals." (A/PV.205l, p. 17)

-63-



·
<t<W

II. Main objectives of the conference

Afghanistan,

In a WDC the priority aim and objective may be nuclear disarmament, "for
nuclear arms are by far the most dangerous and destructive weapons ••• ".
(A/C.l/PV.1883, pp.83-85)

11 • •• through the concerted efforts of all Members ••• an agreement might be
reached whereby the big Powers would agree on the elimination of all nuclear
weapons and weapons of mass destruction, as well as on the conclusion of a
convention on general, complete and universal disarmament under effective
international control t: • (A/e .l/PV.1883, pp. 84-85)

Argentina

See: I.

Australia

WDe llshould have objectives and an agenda which commanded general acceptance".
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 3)

Austria

The WDC "should provide an opportunity to discuss all aspects of disarmament,
arms limit~tion and arms control; lead, if possible, to concrete agreements; impart
a positive momentum to further negotiations in the various fields of disarmawent.
Since such further negotiations may, for practical reasons, again take place in
smaller bodies, one of the tasks of the conference should be to discuss the most
appropriate form and composition of such a body or bodies. tl (A/88l7, annex I, p. 4)

The Conference's purpose "would be to strengthen the determination of
governments to halt and reverse the arms race. 1t (A/PV.1990, p. 17)

Belgium

WDC "should enable Governments to affirm and put on record the present political
attitudes regarding disarmament. Thus, for Belgium, the main objective of the
conference would be to give a new impetus to disarmament efforts •••• it should
avoid taking a purely technical approach to problems. Rather, it should work out
guidelines and establish priorities for the negotiating bodyll. (A/88l7, annex I,
p. 6)

Brazil

liThe conference must be aimed at strengthening international security, and
the highest priority should be given to nuclear disarmament. Furthermore, the
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conference should be able to give general guidelines on future disarmament
negotiations and other related questions, establishing a programme for those
negotiations and the appropriate international machinery to ensure their success".
(A!AC.167!SR.5, p. 13)

"If and when convened, a HDC should be prepared to carry out a no-nonsense
evaluation of the significance of international agreements already conclude~, be
they described as collateral pacts, confidence building arrangements or arms
limitation and arms control measures, whether multilateral or bilateral. The
conference should also be ready to set general guidelines for future negotiations
and to adopt a programme for those negotiations on the basis of unequivocal
priorities, as well as to select the appropriate institutional machinery to effect
those negotiations". (A!C.l!PV.1878, p. 41)

See also: I.

Bulgaria

" the main objective of a HDC is to provide an opportunity for all States
to give their views on various aspects of the problem of disarmament. A comparison
of the vie,.,s of individual countries would make it possible to open up new
possibilities for agreement on the practical work to be done by States in that
field and for a settlement of the whole problem of disarmament, without this new
form of negotiations twting the place of other already established forums, the
necessity and value of which have already been proved. ll

The HDC ltshould .•• draw up a programme of future versatile work of
disarmament, both nuclear and conventional. It would instruct a body of its own,
and advise other international bodies, to carry out con~rete tasks based on a
universally-adopted negotiating procedure .•• a number of disar~a~ent problems which
call for an urgent decision ••. could be settled during the conference itself .••
the WDC could play an important part both in .•• quickening the entry into force
of ... agreements (achieved, but not yet signed or ratified by some States)
and in w'orking out effective means for their observance by all countries."
(A/8817, annex I, p. 7; A/C.l/PV.1874)

Byelorussian Soviet Socia~~~t RepUblic

n ••• the conference should be a forum in which all countries ••. could
exchange opinions ••• and present their positions and views on all aspects of
disarmament matters, includi~bothweapons of mass destruction and conventional
weapons and armed forces, in order by their joint efforts to determine more
effective ways and means of solving this problem." '(A!8817, annex I, p. 11)

Canada

The aim ,.,as H to facilitate progress towards general and complete
disarmament by focusing world attention on the dangers and costs of the arms race
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and on the urgent need to make progress in international arms control and
disarmament, by opening the way for participation in disarmament negotiations by
interested States Which,hare~not yet felt able to participate; in them, and by
establishing the foundations of understanding upon which agre~ment through
negotiations could be based." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 13)

lITo the degree, then, that the proposal for a world disa,;rmament conference
meets a positive criteria and can be effective in focusing Wclrld"opinion on the
over-riding importance of disarmament in an age of mass destructive weapons,
Canada can be counted upon to support it. 1l (A/PV.1987, p. 38-40)

Chile

See: I.

China

The conference "must have a clear aim, that is, to discuss the question of
complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons, and as the first
step, to reach a solemn agreement on the non-use of nuclear weapons by all the
nuclear countries at any time and in any circumstances. 1I (A/PV.1995, pp. 32-35;
A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 56)

Colombia

The WDC "must be aimed at the limitation of nuclear weapons, with a view to
their eventual elimination, and the limitation of conventional weapons."
(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 15)

Cuba

II the primary objective of the conference should be the bringing-together
of all countries of the world at a place where each can express its views regarding
the problems of disarmament, for the purpose of achieving the total destruction of
nuclear weapons and putting an end to the arms race; but at the same time, the
conference should clearly set forth the obligation of all States to respect and
guarantee the independence, security and territorial integrity of all nations. An
absolute prerequisite for that process would be the dismantling of the military
bases established by imperialism all over the world, which serve as spearheads for
their policy of expansion, subversion, domination and aggression. ll (A/C.l/PV.1883,
pp. 63-65)

See also: I.

i

Cyprus

Views WDC as Ila means of bringing a new approach to the problem of
di~armament and its close interconnexion with other problems and a new impetus
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to the world effort. It might assist the nuclear Powers toward extrication from
the apocalyptic arms race". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 16; A/PV.1996)

"The conference should take a sober look at the road travelled so far in the
effort at disarmament and at the procedures adopted with a view to making the
effort more meaningfully effective tl

• (A/PV.1996, p. 16)

" ••• must focus its primary and main efforts on the cessation of the arms
race Halting the arms race is the key to the solution of the whole
disarmament problem. It is this that will release resources for development.
It is this that will create a more peaceful climate in the world". (A/PV.1996, p. 22)

" ••• a new' world-wide impetus to disarmament is both necessary and generally
desired. A WDC of the kind envisaged could clearly be the instrumentality for
imparting that impetus; for taking an integrated and comprehensive inventory of
the degree of progress on disarmament so far achieved, if any; for designing an
appropriate agenda for future work; and for setting up such subsidiary bodies as
,vould be appropriate to the task of intensive and effective negotiations-."
(A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 51)

See also: I.

Czechoslovakia

11 ••• it might serve as an impetus for the resolving of the outstanding
international conflicts as well as for the liquidation of the present hotbeds of
war, and for the attainment of the final goal -- the securing of a durable,
undisturbed and lasting peace for the whole of mankind. 1t (A/C.l/PV.1935, p. 33)

WDC ltwill have a single objective -- world disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1873,
pp. 23-25)

The HDC "also could make a complete assessment of the results of the
discussions on disarmament which have so far been attained and lay down the
prospects for the future." (CCD/PV.567, p. 8)

Denmark

A WDC llwould constitute a forum for the presentation and exchange of ideas
and suggestions concerning disarmament issues, which. could give new impetus and
inspiration to the concrete and detailed disarmament negotiations to be continued
in the forums and through the channels which are most appropriate for the conduct of
such negotiations. The main objectives of a world disarmament conference might be
to review the actual stage of the disarmament problems and to suggest principles
and priorities for future negotiations of the above-mentioned concrete and detailed
nature". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 18; A/C.l/PV.1884)



Egypt

The WDC "should ••• endeavour to give a renewed and globally shared political
impe~us to multilateral disarmament negotiations. Such an impetus should be of
a nature and a scope so as to form a clear directive that would steer these
deliberations towards the achievement of meaningful arms control and
disarmament measures, above all in the nuclear field". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 20)

ll ••• a close look will have to be given to the degree of functioning of the
United Nations collective security system devised in the Charter, which,
together with disarmament, is the mainstay of the preservation of international
peace and security". (A/C.l/PV.1879, p. 5)

ll ••• the time has come to deal with disarmament, particularly nuclear
disarmament, in a wider context than hitherto and to begin the process of
initiating an era of universal ffi1d reciprocal restraints and adjustments based on
the interdependent secu~ity needs and arms control expectations of all the countries
of the world. This, in essence, is why Egypt supports the convening of a WDC open
to all States. ll (A/C.l/PV.1879, p. 5; CCD/PV.555)

" ••• it would constantly focus pUblic attention on the urgent need to find
adequate means to stop the race for armaments - particularly nuclear armaments ­
as a first step towards the final target of complete and total disarmament".
(A/PV.1985, p. 11)

El Salvador

17 ••• the positive results that we might expect from a HDC ••• to assess the
recent experiences gathered from conflicts and insecurity and the work done by the
CCD to reduce to a common denominator the conscience and the ideas of all members
of the international community without distinction; to give priority to international
and national concern about disarmament questions; to identify specifically the ties
between disarmament, collective security and the speeding up of development; to
pinpoint universal yardsticks for regional and sUbregional agreements; and finally,
to set in motion a systematic and gradual process to deal with disarmament,
considered as a single unit ll

• (A/PV.1994, pp. 18-20)

"~ •• to analyse the problems of general disarmament and those of arms limitation
and control, not as such but in terms of collective security, development, and
regional and subo-regional security areas. • •• to ensure that the disarmament
problem becomes the major concern of the world community, and to lay down the
general lines of short, medium and long range action with the fullest support of
world opinion. • •• to formulate world disarmament strategy in terms that would
link it with world development strategy. • •• to organize appropriate organs and
forums for the gradual but continuing and rationalized analysis and study of
disarmament problems not only in terms of nuclear weapons but chemical and
bacteriological weapons and conventional weapons as well, on the understanding that'
consideration of the problem on a global scale should be supplemented by detailed
consideration through regional and SUb-regional areas since problems of mini-security
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call for solutions of mini-disarmament • ••• to point out the basic elements and the
general principles of regional and sub-rer-ional security and disarmament treaties,
and encourage supervised treaties on limitation of armaments~ both among the great
Powers and the medium-sized and small nations. (A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 11)

Finland

llThe principal aim of the world conference should be general and complete
disarmament under effective international control. Disarmament presupposes the
elimination and total prohibition of nuclear weapons as well as the reduction of
conventional armed forces and armaments to the level necessary for the maintenance
of internal order and international peace-keeping. In the world-wide" efforts to
achieve disarmament special emphasis should be given to the abolishing of mass­
destruction weapons. These questions ought to be given due priority also at the
conference. il (A/8817, annex I, p. 22; A/C.l/PV.1943)

llA necessary goal of the world conference would be to universalize the
disarmament negotiations. The participation in such a world conference of all the
permanent members of the Security Council, by the militarily significant nations
and by the divided States obviously remains indispensable for the attainment of any
meaningful results. ti (A/PV.2045, pp. 73-75)

France

See: I.

German Democratic RepUblic

li ••• it should be the objective of such a conference to enable all States of
the world, irrespective of their size or their social and economic systems, to
outline their views on problems of disarmament both in the nuclear and conventional
fields, to compare them with the views of other participants~ an.d as a result of a
comprehensive exchange of opinions concentrate their joint efforts on the most
suitable measures for solving such problems." (A/8817, annex II, p. 1)

is,
and

"There is 'unanimity about the general purpose
general and complete disarmament; that aim can
implementing of appropriate partial measures. I!

for which it should aim, that
be served by the working out

(A/C.l/PV.1941, p. 11)

\
'\

Ghana

" ••• the main"objective of the proposed WDC should be to bring together, on
the principle of universality and equality, representatives of the entire world to
express their thinking and exchange ideas on the whole spectrum of disarmament
questions, with a view to seeking ways and means of solving them in order to achieve
the goal of general and complete disarmament under effective international contro1. i1

(A/C.1/PV.1883, p. 57)
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'lThus, i'le envisage a conference i'lhich will set to i'1Ork immediately to devisea blue print for the Disarmament Decade we are supposed to be engaged in,l!(A/PV.1985, p. 37)

J'The conference should have the containment of the risk of nuclear war highon its list of priorities. lI (A/C,l/PV.1946, p. 18)

Guinea

See: I.

Hungary

"(i) To ensure that all interested States, including particularly the fivePermanent Members of the Security Council, participate in dealing jointly withthe question of disarmament.

llThe crucial deficiency of the Geneva Conference of the Committee onDisarmament is that the People's Republic of China and the French Republic do notparticipate in its work.

"(ii) To evaluate the international agreements thus far reached on the issueof the arms race and the problems of disarmament.

iI(iii) To envourage new suggestions in order to prepare the way leading togeneral and complete disarmament.

iI (iv) To institutionalize the i.ntel'national consideration of disarmamentquestions.

':(v) To intensify the interest shown by world public opinion in the cause ofdisarmament. ll (A/8817, annex I, p. 27)

India

vme' discussions "should naturally cover the entire range of disarmamentproblems, including partial and collateral measures, keeping in view the goal ofgeneral and complete disarmament under effective international control. However,in order that a sense of direction and purpose is maintained, utmost attention wouldneed to be focused on two main objectives:

il(i) The highest priority should be given to measures of nucleardisarmament and the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction.

il(ii) Savings from measures of disarmament should be channelled toeconomic and social development, particular.ly for the benefit of thedeveloping countries.1! (A/8817, p. 31)
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A ~1DC "could have a positive political impact in building up world opJ.nJ.on
and creating the required international climate for more expeditious and concrete
progress towards disarmament. It would assist in drawing up and developing
priorities and guidelines for more fruitful negotiations li, and "establishing
the framework within which further concrete measures through international
agreements could be SUbsequently negotiated." (A/C.l/pV.1880, p. 12)

Indonesia

See: 1.

Iran

" we should welcome sympathetically any step which may help to bring
about general and controlled disarmament. It seems to us that holding a WDC
w'ould be a substantial step in that direction. • •• lIt! can awaken world opinion
and create a favourable climate for the.promotion of-practical solutions.

" ••• a \iDC may dispel that resignation (created by inaction and slow
progress on disarmament) .•. it may help to ease tensions and to strengthen
international security as the problem of disarmament cannot be solved
without solving the problems of security. (A/pV.l990, pp. 46-47;
A/pv.l94o)

Ireland

" sympathetically .disposed toward the aims of the USSR proposal for the
convening of a WDC to consider the whole complex of problems relating to
disarmament covering nuclear and conventional armaments, wi.th priority, if agreed,
to be given to questions of prohibiting and eliminating nuclear \Ve~.pons. It

(A/PV.1987, p. 41)

It ••• it has been suggested that the prohibition and elimination ~~. nuclear
weapons might be given priority. The principles involved in prohi~ition Ol use
have been debated before and can be debated again but as long as nuclear weapons
exist there is' no l'eal guarantee that these weapons would not in fact be used.
Elimimtl-l{)!l of nuclear weapons will not be easily achieved but de~ends basically
on negotiation between the five nuclear Powers which alone possess such weapons.

,I In the context of the Disarmament Decade of the 1970s, useful agenda ideas may be
T
.! found in the comprehensive programme of disarmament contained in document A/8l91,
:J which ,,,as recommended by the General Assembly in resolution 2661 C (XXV). It,,}! (A/pv.l987, p. 46)
;',I Italy

!

j "In our opJ.nJ.on, the definition of ••• aims could be closely considered in
L! the preparatory phase of the conference. We would like, however, to underline
Ll that one fundamental goal ••• should emerge from the Soviet proposal: general and
,[ complete disarmament.
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funds hitherto usea for
developing nations.
technology are examined

the following should form the main objective of the conference:"

See also: IV.

KenYa

"This should be the main objective of the conference and at the same time an
inspiring, basic idea behind the consultations ,.,hich should lead to its
convening ••• " (A!PV.1995, p. 41)

"1. Finding ways and means of achieving an understanding on general and
complete disarmament;

"4. Exploring the peaceful uses of atomic energy through International
Atomic Energy Agency;

"2. Getting an assurance from the nuclear-,,,eQ,pon Pm.,ers that they will ,.,ork
towards the cessation of the arms race and the manufacture of nuclear weapons, and
the limitation of strategic weapons systems;

"3. Seeking the pledge of the nuclear-weapon Powers to agree to the
limitation of offensive strategic nuclear weapons d.elivery systems of defence
against ballistic missiles;

Lebanon

"5. Establishing ways and means of channelling the
the building up of nuclear weapons in the advancement of
Furthermore, to ensure that all contributions of nuclear
for the advancement of developing nations;

"6. Ensuring the elimination from the international waters together with the
air space above and the ocean floor thereof, of all forms of military installations
and logistical supply facilities, the disposition of nuclear weapons and weapons of
mass destruction and any manifestation of great Power military presence in the
international waters conceived in the context of great Power rivalry;

"7. Devising a system whereby appropriate arrangements are made to give
effect to any international agreement that may be reached for the maintenance of
the international waters as free zones." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, pp. 6-7;
A/8817/Add.l, p. 2)

"The conference will have to review and appraise the results already achieved
in the field of disarmament, sanction new draft treaties and conventions submitted
to it, and formulate new dire,:.tives for action in the third pha.se." (A/C.l/PV.1889)
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~ "This conference is called upon to contribute to dispelling the growing fears
~ of mankind, to carry out progressively and by stages the prohibition of weapons of
hi mass destruction and the destruction of these weapons and, finally, to arrive at the
, desired disarmament to ensure international security." (A/PV. 2041, pp. 3-6)
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Liberia

n ••• the coming Disarmament Conference should devote some time to an
examination and study of the means of insuring confidence among the nations great
and. small; it should devote time also to developing plans to police the world with
satellites to monitor military activities in all States as a safeguard against an
arms build-up by a particular State." (A!C.l!PV.1946, p. 57)

Ii ••• the objective of the conference should be to adopt realistic and
objective measures aimed at eliminating all types of nuclear weapons and achieving
general and complete disarmament under effective international control."
(A!PV.205l, p. 53)

Madagascar

See: I.

Malta

n one of the first tasks to be undertaken by the proposed WDC could well be
detailed consideration of a comprehensive programme of disarmament." (A!C.l!PV.1833,
pp. 19-20)

Mauritania

" .•• the conference should: first, seek the most effective ways of
prohibiting the use and lli~llufacture of nuclear weapons and of destroying existing
stockpiles. Second, conclude an agreement on limiting and then halting of the
race in conventional weapons. Particular attention should be paid to chemical,
biological and bacteriological weapons, whose production and use should be
strictly prohibited without delay. Third, reduce the military budgets and the
armed forces of each country and keep them at the level that internal security
requires. The sums thus freed can be used for peaceful and productive purposes. n

(A!C.l!PV.1889, pp. 8-10)

The ''iDC "should ••• lead ••. to the eradication and elimination of all
military bases that some Powers have built on the soil of other nations ••• to a
reduction in the military budgets and the armed forces of all countries. 1t

(A!C.l!PV.1949, p. 41)

Mexico

"The primary aim of the HDC ••• would be to develop the possibilities of
effective action by the United Nations •.• , completing existing international
machinery through the addition of an organ of universal membership which should
meet every three or four years and which -- without in any way infringing on the
supremacy of the General Assembly on which it would be dependent -- would in matters
of disarmament play a similar role to that of UNCTAD in its own field, that is, in
economic and social questions.\!
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'~mong other tasks, the Conference would be entrusted with a careful study of
the p~..actical implementation of the resolution of the General Assembly, ,dth an
objective assessment of the progress achieved in the field of disarrnaInent, comparing
the :r:sspective development of armaments and disarmament, and adopting resolutions
"I'hic11 it deemed appropriate as a result of its work." (A/C.l/PV.1872. p. 7)

Mongolia

11 the main task of the conference must consist of uniting and redoUbling
the efforts of all States -- Members of the United Nations or not, large and small,
nuclear and n~n-nuclear, developed and developing -- to find the most r~tional and
generally acceptable ways and Ineans of solving the problems in the field of the
cessation of the arms race and the achievement of disarmament; ••• The conference
nlust also bend every effort to achieve concrete results on the most urgent
disarmament problems. ll (A/C.l/PV.1873, p. 42; A/5817, annex I, p. 44)

Mongolia liagrees with the vie,., that the conference could most Usefully
consider matters relating to ensuring the universality of agreements already
concluded and their strict compliance. This is essential since these international
agreements have to do with measures of vital importance in the field of restricting
weapons of mass destruction. lI

" ••• a WDC would enable the GovernIIlents of interested States to concentrate
their attention on the most important aspects of the problem of disarmament, put
forward new ideas and points, and also outline measures that might have a favourable
effect on the attainIIlent of agreement in this vitally important area. Such a
conference would also be an effective supplement to the bilateral and multilateral
talks that are at present going and those that may be started in the future."
(A/PV.1987, p. 31; A/C.l/PV.1873)

Morocco

i1 the main objectives of the conference could be: first, to assess and
encourage the efforts made in the field of disarmament on the international,­
regional and bilateral levels; secondly, to ensure that world pUblic opinion is
better informed regarding disarmament questions; thirdly, to prepare a world
declaration on disarmament which would become a charter for all countries of the
world in their efforts to slow down the arms race and reduce military expenditure
for the benefit of development. That declaration would also serve as a guideline
for the different specialized agencies and negotiating bodies on disarmament."
(A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 7)

Nepal

Nepal "holds the strong belief that a conferen~e in itself cannot be futile or
frustrating. Even if we fail to achieve the ultimate objective, we would have done
some good work if we, at least, have tried to face the problems, fathom their
u.e'pths and scan their magnitude." (A/C.l/PV.1883, pp. 79-80)
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Netherlands

The principal purpose of the conference ,.,ould be "to stimulate a general
discussion on disarmament between the greatest possible n\rmber of participants, with
a view to establishing guidelines for further ~laboration through appropriate
negotiations. n (A/8817, annex 1, p. 47)

'\

I' Nigeria

"Nigeria envisages that a WDC should have as its main objective the bringing
toge~her, on the principle of ~~iversality and equality, of representatives of the
entire world to express their thinking and to exchange views on the whole wide
spectrum of disarmament problems, with a view, of course, to seeking ways and
means of solving them in order to achieve the goal of general and complete
disarm~ent under international control, '" a WDC should play the role of a
constant and vigorous prompter as ,.,ell as that of a revitalizing roadside filling­
st~tion, In 10ing this, it should not only review past achievements but also
assess current efforts as well as set the necessary pace for future endeavour to
re-examine both the efficiency and the shortcomings of existing disarmament
machinery, with a view to modifying it as much as is necessary,l! (A/C,l/PV.1875,
p. 62)

Norway

n it would be appropriate for such a conference to make a general survey of
the problems facing arms control and disarmament. • •• there might emerge a new
and deeper perception of the problems, general political guidelines and an order
of priorities for future efforts in the field." (A/8817, annex I, p. 50)

'. ,.... ',

I1Held under the right circumstances, a WDC could help to focus the attention
of world public opinion on the ever-increasing arms race in all parts of the world
and, in particular, on the resulting frightful financial burdens imposed upon the
peoples of the world. A conference could help to marshal much needed world-wide
support for limitation and subsequent reductions of armaments. In short, a
conference could provide a significant stimulus for intensified work in the area of
disarmament.;; (A/C.l/PV.1886, p. 38)

I

I',

" a WDC might also help to encourage countries to subscribe to the treaties
which we, collectively, as the United Nations, have commended, but to which not all
of us, as individual nations, have yet felt able to accede .,. a conference might
act as a catalyst to enable all major military Powers to become truly invplved in
disarmament negotiations. In particular .,. /Norway/ hopes that the P"eopl'e' s
RepUblic of China and France will be associated before long with international
disarmament negotiations. n (A/PV.1992, p. 11)

" the target of such a conference would be first to achieve a qualitative
disarmament, that is, the suspension of all nuclear tests in all environments to
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forestall any improvement in such ~"eapons. The second target ~vould be theachievement of quantitative disa~nament through the elimination of existingnuclear and other weapons of mass destruction." (A/PV.2124, p. 42; A/C.l/pv.1888)

Philippines

"The \IDC ,",ould not only bring about an atmosphere of urgency, but ,vould alsomwte'the public a,,,are and informed of the goals and objectives of. the disarmamentnegotiations. ll (A/PV.1994, p. 36)

liThe goal of the conference should be ,agreement on the important priorityproblems of disarmament. Nu.clear disarmament looms as the most urgent question onthe agenda, and judging from his reports and pronouncements; the Secretary-General,"ould be the very first to accord such priority to nuclear disarmament. (A/PV.1994,p. 41)

liThe problem of general and complete disarmament also deserves high priority.MY delegation attached particular importance to this problem as a goal of theUnited Nations in the field of disarmament."

The l~DC l~ould enable the international community to ••• strengthen the linkbetween disarmament and economic development. With the aim of achieving as muchprogress as possible towards the goal of general and complete disarmament undereffective international control, the WDC should give consideration not only to theawesome weapons of mass destruction but, also to conventional weapons, both on theglobal and regional levels. In other ,words, it should attempt to evolve an all­encompassing programme that would lead to an, agreement on general and completedisarmament. il (A/C.l/PV.1889, p. 71)

Poland

!lA HDC should be guided by two principal objectives -- first, to ensure thatall aspects of disarmament which are of interest to all States both in the nuclearand conventional field, on global and regional scale, are discussed and -- second,to ensure constructive and equal participation of all States in the discussion ofdisarmament problems." (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.l, p. 4; A/C.I/PV.1828; A/C.l/PV.1874;A/88l7, annex I)

tiThe conference could review and make recommendations on the political,economic, social and military aspects of disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1874, p. 7)
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,; priority should be given to the elimination of .•• w'eapons of massdestruction. ti (A/PV.1985)

Romania

Romania" conceives the WDC as a high level forum for debate andnegotiation ... which would closely strutinize, and make an effective contributionto the adoption of, concrete measures aimed at halting the arms race andachieving disarmament and, in particular, at the prohibition and destruction ofnuclear weapons .•.
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"The r,eneral discussions on disarmament held hitherto should be replaced by
effective necotit\tions ~ and concrete disarmament prosrC:·1.~es should be prepared and
i!.1plel:lcnted in staaes idthout further dclC'.y •

.1Hithin the frameio/'ork of the lIDC and during the annual sessions of the United
Nations General Assenbly, states should periodically consider the ~anner in which
the conference is carrying out its nandatc o.nd review the progress cchieved in
illlplenenting specific disarnanent progrm'.r.:es, at the same time agreeing on any
further neasures and action which might be required at each new stage." (A/8817,
annex I, pp. 56-57)

" ••• the HDC should help to ensure that people are kept fully informed of
developments in the arms race, with its serious consequences, and of the present
state of disarmament: the conference should also help to mobilize all the forces of
peace and progress to promote the struggle for a rapid halt to the arms race and the
implementation of disarmament measures. World opinion should be informed of all the
activities of the world conference, the efforts deployed, the results obtained, and
the views, suggestions and proposals of States, so as to be able to exercise constant
and effective controL" (A/C.l/PV.1876, p. 17)

" .•• the essential features of the new stage /of disarmament negotiations/
could be summed up as follmo/'s: universality of the negotiation effort; frontal
attack on the main problems going beyond general discussion; and adoption, without
further delay, of specific disarmament measures. A major move in this direction
is the proposal to convene a 1mc •.. Ii (A/PV .1992, pp. 18-20)

"We conceive of such a conference as a high governmental forum with general
competence in the field of disarmament for debates and negotiations on the basis of
universal participation. ll (A/PV.2058, pp. 33-35)

II each step towards the convening of· the conference should be approved by
consensus by all States whether or not they possessed nuclear ioleapons. Ii

(A/C.l/PV.1876, pp. 22-23; A/AC.167/SR.4, p. 6)

Spain

liThe objective of the conference should not be confined to the discussion
of the various views expressed or to the definition of the most effective means for
SUbsequently achieving effective disarmament, but should include the formulation of
a solemn joint declaration of readiness to accept and put into practice specific
and properly programmed and supervised disarmament measures." (A/AC.167/L.2,
annex, p. 9)

Sweden

_ 11 • •• a world conference could provide such necessary inducement for further
{disarmament/ efforts. It would give expression to the growing world public opinion
for real disarmament.. It ;would focus attention on the concrete issues at hand and
thus encourage more studies, debates and political action. It would also provide
a useful forum for a world-wide examination and review of the efforts in different
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global, regional and bilateral disarmament forums and for a coordina'blon of rene,,,edefforts in this field. Finally, a WDC would offer new possibilities for dealingwith nucle~1.r problems in a universal frameworlc. lI (A/88l7, annex I, p. 62)

, "rf possible it should cover both a programme for future disarmament measuresand the question of time-table and the necessary machinery for conducting continuingconcrete negotiations." (A/PV.1989, pp. 18-20)

Syrian Arab Republic

The Syrian Arab Republic envisages "a world conference, universal, frank, awayfrom polemics, a gathering for harmony, and a new era of understanding, where eachparticipant airs his grievances, where international security is closely linkedwith disarmament, ,.,here the non-aligned countries can play their fruitful role insurmounting the differences and harmonizing the vie,,,s, among others, of the USSR andthe People's Republic of China, '''hich , in our humble opinion, stem frommisunderstanding and difference of approach rather than from fundamental differences;,,,her(l ,ye ,"ould listen attentively to the view's of Franc·e. After all, France has acase: an opinion and a stand, and we should explore them and not just deplore thisor that attitude. A conference should ensure a forum where every nuclear andnon-nuclear Power can contribute its share to the realization of the objectivesof peace, justice and disarmament." (A/C.l/PV.1952, p. 38)

Turkey

WDC I~ould be a useful contribution to the work being carried out in thesphere of disarmament. Such a conference may give a new impetus to thenegotiations on disarmament and may achieve positive results if an atmosphere ofconfidence and credibility is created among all the participants, particularlyamong all the nuclear Powers.

"However, it is highly important for the conference to adopt a realisticapproach and give primary consideration to the security interests of all theparticipating States, large or small, in order to promote the objective of generaland complete disarmament under effective international control. li (A/88l7, annex I,p. 64)

ul~rainian Soviet Socialist Republic

ilAt a 1'illC all States without exception COuld, on a basis of equality, considerthe broad range of problems relating to the cessation of the arms race anddisarmament and would have an opportunity to state their positions and by theirjoint efforts determine the most effective, practical and universally acceptable.ways and Beans of solving disarmament problems, both in the field of conventionalweapons and in that of weapons uf mass destruction.

il ••• it would be advisable to consider ways of achieving the main objective,namely, general and complete disarmam.ent.;; (A/8817, annex I, p. 67)
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,mc llshould help to co-ordinate and intensify the efforts of all states in
the world to put into effect radical measures to halt the arms race and to find
a solution to disarmament." (A!C.l!PV.1884, A/PV.2057)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

USSR considers that the HDC ",.,ould be a forum at which all countries of the
world ,.,ithout exception could, on a basis of equality, put forward their ideas and
compare them with the views of other countries on disarmament problems in their
entirety, both those relating to weapons of mass destruction and those relating

~ to conventional weapons and armed forces • ••• The conference would undoubtedly
make for the greater efficiency of efforts by States to agree on disarmament
measures." (CCD!pv.603, p. 21; A/88l7, annex I)

"The ",·ork of such an important international forum would help States to
determine and agree upon the most urgent aspects of the disarmament problem, and
to point out practical and mutually acceptable and agreed ways and means of limiting
and putting an end to the arms race. 1I (A!PV.1978, p. 17)

See also: I.

United KinRdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

;;A WDC could play a useful role. It might, for example, help to encourage
countries to subscribe to the treaties which we, collectively as the United Nations,
have recommended, but to which not all of us, as individual nations, have yet felt
able to accede. It might also act as a catalyst to enable all the major military
Powers to become truly involved in disarmament negotiations. l; (A!PV.1990, p. 23)

The United Kingdom liregards the possible convening of a WDC as a means to the
end of achieving an appropriate forum which represents the realities of world
power, rather than as an end in itselfH• (A!C.l!PV.1877, p. 16)

Uruguay

Decision to convene the WDC ilwill give the Organization the sure methods of
eradicating the use and the manufacture of nuclear and other weapons of mass
destruction and avoid any act that will lead to armament beyond the supreme right
of the defence of the State and the nation, a right that must go beyond the generic
denomination since disarmament calls for the destruction of all weapons that serve
for annihilation and for aggression". (A/C.l!PV.1876, p. 12)

Venezuela

H••• the holding of a WDC is fundamentally intended to draw the attention of
the international community to the magnitude and the gravity of the problem, and to
determine general lines of action in this field li

• (A/PV.1992, p. 32)
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Yu~oslavill

"A HDC should dra,., up a balance sheet of the results achieved in the field·of disarmament so far and determine, on that basis, the basic trends andpriorities of further activities as well as formulate the strategy of the UnitedNations and of the whole international community in the field ofdi sarmament.

" .•• Without underestimating the sir-nificance of partial disarmamentmeasures, the conference should examine the disarmament problems in their entirety,striving to link up the numerous partial results and separate approaches into awhole and thus open prospects for more rapid progress towards general and completedisarmament, as the f~~al goal.

"In this light a WDC should re-examine the relevance of the existingdisarmament programmes and review them-- on the basis of a thorough analysis, inconformity with present conditions and proceeding from the principles adopted bythe United Nations in 1961-·- as well as the need for their reaffirmation, furtherelaboration and more precise formulation.

"On the basis of such an analysis and appraisal~ recommendations should bemade for reaching, as a matter of urgency, agreements on further minimum measuresin the field of disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament.

If ••• a WDC should assess the implementation by Member States of the oblip.;ationsassump.d by them under the international agreements signed so far ...• the conferenceshould also bring political decisions whereby conditions would be created for amore rapid solution of some current disarmament problems.

" the question of the negative economic and social consequences of thearms race for the world community and, in particular, for the developing countries,should be given a prominent ple.ce at the conference.

"A WDC should also re-examine the efficacy of the existing disarmamentmachinery and consider the need and possibility of institutionalizing theconference•... " (A/8817, annex I, pp. 77-78; CCD/PV.572, pp. 33-34)
See also: I.

Z8.l'llbia---
"The basic aim of that conference should be to make a positive effort toachieve progress towards general and complete disar'mament, and primarily towardsthe banning and destruction of nuclear arms and other weapons of mass destruction."(A/PV.2051, pp. 17-2C)
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Afp:hanistan

HI. Adequate preparations for the conference

. "

, .
•

Questions related to the convening and adequate preparation could be undertaken
by a reorganized Special Connnittee or ilanother body could be created for that
purpose~ or perhaps the United Nations Disarmament Commission could be entrusted
with this work. If the latter could be the case ••• lit! would then function as a
preparatory committee for the conference". (A/C.l/PV:i950, p. 48)

Algeria

" preparations for such a conference will determine its eventual success and
ivill have to be particularly careful." (A/C.l/PV.1880, p. 7)

Argentina

"••• if th~ conference were to achieve full success, a number of conditions
would have to be fulfilled beforehand. First, it would have to be carefully
prepared ivith due regard to all interests involved without exception. During the
process of preparation it would be necessary, with care and patience but also with
perseverance, to proceed gradually along the difficult road of prior consultations
in order to ensure the goodirill or at least the acquiescence of all States called
upon to attend the conference. 11 (CCD!PV. 600, p. 19)

"A number of delegations have stressed the l'leed to set up a preparatory
committee if it is decided that the conference be convened. We fully share that
idea and we support the opinions expressed on the importance of that organ's
ensuring the participation in its work of the five nuclear-weapon States. Otherwise
we shoull merely be repeating the blueprint of an 'atomic clUb' of three States,
i'rhich is not an objective reflection of present-day reality. 11 (A/C.l!PV.1873,
pp. 8-10)

fl we could hardly organize a 1'lDC unless, in one way or another, we ensure
the collaboration of these [ill nuclear-weapon/ POIvers in the preparatory stages.
Thus our concern must be directed towards the exploration of all existing channels
in order to achieve that cojlaboration. If this is not possible within the ad hoc
or special committee, we shall have to seek other alternatives. 1l (A/C.l/PV.1938,
p. 51)

Australia

There shall be lithe need for careful preparation" if the HDC was to be held.
"This would imply that w'idespread agreement should exist as to such matters as
objectives and agenda.1! (A/C.l/PV.1886, p. 31)

WDC IIwould require adequate preparation ll
• (A/88l7, p. 3)

-81-



I
[

!
Austria

VIDC "would have to be carefully prepared in thorough consultations among allgovernmel1ts. The many questions which in this context a'fait solution relate to,among other things, agreement on the agenda, the proper timing in relation to theinternational situation, and the participation of all militarily significant states,in particular the nuclear Powers." (A/rv.lP90, n. 18)

"It has been repeated many times before this Committee that the participationof nuclear Pmfers in the HDC and, consequently, in any preparatory steps tmfardsthat conference is indispensable." (A/C.l/PV.1899, pp. 22-23)

Many suggestions, such as renunciation of the use of nuclear 'feapons, 'fhichAustria fully supported, or a declaration that no State possessing nuclear weaponswould use them first 'fould have to be dealt 'fith in the preparatory stage of a HDC."(A/e.l/PV.1888, p. 56)

VIDC "must be carefully and thoroughly prepared, not only from the technicalpoint of view but from the point of view of the substantive discussion itself".(A/C.l/PV.1888, p. 56)

"The General Assembly should establish a preparatory committee of approximately30 members entrusted with the preparation of the conference. This comlnittee shouldcomprise all permanent members of the Security Council and should be composed insuch a way as ~0 be representative of the membership of the United Nations. Austriawould be prepc:.-'ed to participate in such a preparatory committee. 11 (A/88l7,annex I, p. 4)

The "lOrk of a preparatory committee or a study group "should in no 'fay interferewith existing machinery, especially the CCD and other bodies". (A/C.l/PV.1888, p. 56)
Doubted that the Disarmament Commission would be a satisfactory substitute torthe HDC, however, it "could very well serve in making preparations for such aconference (VIDC) at the same time as it took up, as He hope it wills substantiveissues ll

• (A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 26)

Belgium

To ensure success, there was need for "serious and thorough consultations andcareful preparation ll
• (p/rV.1992, p. f)

lilf a preparatory committee ",ere to be established, it would be essential thatall the major military Powers should be represented in it ll
• (A/88l7, annex I, p. 6)

Bhutan

Supported VIDC "with adequate preparations". (A/PV.~053, p. 11)
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Brazil

It Actual preparatory work would have to be preceded by careful study and by
further efforts tm'lards the reconciliation of the different shades of opinion."
(A/C.l/PV.l878, p. 43)

HDC 'I'lould "require careful political and technical preparation".
(A/C.l/PV.1078, p. l~l)

"An adequate political preparation presupposes more than a series of meetings
by a preparatory body. It requires intensive utilization of conventional
diplomatic channels in order to ensure participation of all nuclear-weapon States."
(A/C.l/PV.l878, p. 42)

"The existing United Nations machinery in the field of disarmament should be
fully utilized in the preparation of a world conference. For instance, the CCD ­
where some of the main political trends in the field of disarmament are re~resented ­
could play a role in the preparation of a conference by providing it with comments,
analyses and ''lorking papers." (A!C.l/PV.1878, p. 43)

lilt 'I'lould be helpful to reconvene the Disarmament Commission as a preparatory
body for the conference. One advantage of doing so would be the fact that ~t was a
plenary Commission on 'I'lhich every Member State 'I'las represented", including all
nuclear-w"eapon States. Argument that the Commission 'I-Tould be large and not a
lIpropitious forum for actual concrete negotiations" can be overcome by "the creation
of as many ad hoc sUb-commissions as necessary, with a membership suited to their
specific taSkS", including preparatory 'I'1Ork. Given the political 'Idll on the part
of the nuclear-w"eapon States to negotiate ~ the Commission could be "better than any
other existing body~ Ito! set the stage for a successful WDC ••• " (A/AC.167/SR.5~
p. 14; h/PV.2124~ pp.-13-15; A/c.l/PV.1942, p. 16)

"As a body of the Assembly 'I'lhereparticipation is open to all ~1ember States the
Disarmament Commission would make available a forum where all preparatory work could
be reviewed from a political standpoint, thus relieving the work-load of the
General Assembly itself. Moreover, at a later stage the reconvening of the Conference
of Non-Nuclear-Weapon States could be envisaged so that it could work both as a
preparatory body and as a sessional organ of the conference. such a procedure
could be of help in the negotiations among the non-nuclear-weapon States themselves
and bet'l·reen them and the nuclear States. I! (A/PV.1995, p. 52)

Bulgaria

11 the necessary favourable conditions already exist for work to commence on
preparations for the convening of a ~mc and that in the very near future practical
consultations on that ~uestion should commence." (A/8817~ annex I, p. 7)

11 ••• the direct collaboration of all nuclear States at the actual preparatory
stages of the conference would accelerate that preparation ••• " (A/e.l/PV.1938,
p. 62)
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It the preparatory body shot,ld consist of not more than 35 members •••
should, of course, include all the nuclear States and also the members of the CCD •••
The remaining meniliers of the preparatory body should be selected in accordance with
the principles of proper political and equitable geographical representation."
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 9)

Byelorussian Soviet Socia~ist Republic

" ••. this conference will undoubtedly require appropriate preparatory work.
At the same time we believe that careful preparations ••• should not be used in
order to delay' a decision to convene the conference." (A/PV.1995, pp. 9-10)

The preparation of the I'1DC "could be carried out by a preparatory committee,
comprising representatives of all the nuclear P01'Ters of all States members of the
CCD, and of certain other States, the places bejng divided amongst them in
accordance with the principle of balanced political and equitable geographic
representation. The preparatory committee could in~lude representatives from a
total of not more than 35 countries ••• " (A/88l7, annex I, p. 12)

"Adequate pl'eparation ,.,ould be crucial to the success of any such conference.
Any exploratory body constituted by the General Assembly should include the
permanent members of the Security Council, other major military Powers, other
States which have particular experience in disarmament negotiations, and adequate
representation from the various regions of the world. A body of about 30 could
meet these considerations ••• If called upon to do so, Canada would be prepared
to participate in such exploratory work." (A/88n, annex I, p. 14)

A WDC Ii ••• should be properly prepared through prior consultations ll
• (A/88l7,

annex I, p. 13)

China

iI there must be <:l.I.'.•;,T aims and the necessary preconditions, so as to break
the nuclear threat of the ' .~er-Powers and ensure that the conference will be
conducive to the realizat_t.\ of nuclear disarmament ••• if any form of disarmament
conference or its preparatory meeting is to be held purposelessly, without
creating the necessary preconditions and without setting the clear aims of
disarmament, what practical significance will it have other than suiting the
super-Po,.,ers' needs of deceiving the world's peoples by their empty talk about
disarmament?" (A/C.l/PV.1949, p. 56)

Colombia

Preliminary work on examining the views regarding what type of conference it
should be and a possible programme of work "is necessary and must be done by some
organ of the United Nations". (A/C.I/PV.1950, p. 58)
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" ••• the Committee on Disnrn:ament should form the nucleus of the new
preparatory organ or study Broup ''1hich is to arrange a HDC ,dth the participation
of all States." (A/C.l/PV.1885~ p. 21)

In advocating a regional approach to disarmament, sees "the regional Rroups
playing a decisive role in the preparation of the forthcoming HDC." (A/PV.2131,
p. 58)

See also I.

Co'sta Rica

Costa Rica "shall ,.,elcome ''1ith satisfaction any action intended to establish
some organ charged with preparing, prudently but with firm resolution, the convening
of a HDC". ·(A/PV. 2049, p. 57)

Cyprus

" ••• should be held only after careful and adequate preparation." (A/8817,
annex I, p. 16)

See also I.

"The suggestion that the Disarmament Commission be convened and charged with
the task of appointing a small but widely representative preparatory committee may
have some merit."

:?referred, hm'1ever, that "the Assembly approve the convening of a TIDC in
principle, and direct the Secretary-General to undertake consultations as regards
the modalities of the conference". (A/PV.1996, 'Pp. 23-25)

"A small but widely representative preparatory committee should be appointed."
(A/8817, annex I, p. 16)

Czechoslovakia

" .•• all countries, partiCUlarly all nuclear Powers bearing the primary
responsibility for maintaining i'1Orld peace and security, iV'ill participate in the
solving of the question of disarmament, including preparations for and the convening
of the 'IDC. The preparatory work for opening the conference may, however, be
commenced, even if some of the nuclear Powers still take a reluctant attitude with
regard to its convening". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 3; A/AC.167/SR.3)

"The most appropriate step at this stage would be to set up a preparatory
body which in a business-like, calm and consistent manner would summarize the
viewpoints of Governments concerning the organization and agenda of the conference,
would study them, weigh the pros and cons and propose conclusions, after which, we
would be in a better position to take a concrete decision in the General Assembly."
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"The preparatory committee must include all the members of the COD, together
\o1ith other st~tes, in conformity with the principle of equitable political and
geogra.phical distribution." (A!C.l!PV.1873, p. 26)

"It would be appropriate for the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
start preparing documentation for the ,·mc. The CCD coulel also, in the course of
its w.ork next year , prepare for the world. conference summary material on for'bhcoming
talks, especially about concrete proposals relating to disarmament measures, "'hich
have not yet been concluded." (A!C.l!PV.1873, p. 27; CCD!PV.567)

The General Assembly at its t\o1enty-ninth session "may adopt further decisions
related to the concrete preparations for the convening of the WDC as soon ao
possible". (A!AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 3)

Democratic Yemen

"Any preparation under the heading of 'preparatory committee' or 'study
committee' should take into consideration the fundamental arrangements for. holding
the conference, the place, time and agenda of that conference likely to lead to
the most useful and practical steps \o1hich will reflect the real fai'ch of mankind
in the possibility of avoiding mass destruction and death." (A!C.l/PV.1882, p. 82)

Denmark

" it could be borne in mind that members of Jche CCD possess considerable
knowledge of disarmament problelns and great experience in the conduct of
disarmament negotiations. It appears most advisable and appropriate to ensure that
such l<nowledge and experience will be available and utilized in the context of
a vIDC. It would be natural to entrust the preparatory .,ork to an organ composed
of all nuclear Powers, such other States which are members of the CCD, and a
limited nmnber of further States. It would probably be advantageous to establish
co-operation bet\veen that organ and the Secretary-General of the United Nations."
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 19) .

"The preparation for a ,mc and recomm.endations about the place and time for
such a conference and its duration should at an appropriate time be entrusted to
a preparatory committee." (A/C.l!PV.1884, p. 62)

Denmark tt ••• is prepared to take an active part in such preparations. "
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 19)

See also I.

Ecuador

11 apart from the CCD \Ve should be able and must manage to create a
preparu!:.rrry committee for the WDC \vith specific terms of reference to study all the
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preliminary and indispensable aipects, includinrr. the programme, which might contain
different otages and phases. The preparatory commission should be composed of
all the nuclear Powers on an equal footing, ••• all members of the CCD ••• and
other countries, particularly developing countries that have shown an interest in
the problem ••• the prepal'atory committee should organize, and select matters
and essential questions, define priorities, and fulfil any other functions with
1{hich the General Assembly may wish to entrust it." (A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 22, 36)

HDC "must ••• be preceded by adequate, careful preparations. Should the
General Assembly endorse the idea of convening such a conference, it would •••
either simply call upon all States to agree among themselves ••• on the modalities
of the proposed conference, or ••• preferably - to decide to begin some preparatory
work itself. The Assembly may then request the Secretary-General to obtain the
opinions of all States on the modalities of the conference, particularly on
questions related to its time, place, agenda, its level of representation, as well
as its relationship with the United Nations. The Secretary-General may also be
requested to consult the five permanent members of the Security Council".
(A/PV.1985, pp. 13-15; A/88l7, annex I)

The preparatory committee "1'1ill have to meet for as long as it takes to
asree on a common stand. 1'7e are aware of the importance, and indeed the necessity,
of the participation therein of all the five nuclear Pmvers". (A/C.l/PV.1879,
pp. 6-7)

"A preparatory body 1{ith a membership varying between 30 and 40 countries
should be created •••• Such a body must include the five nuclear Powers. When
selecting other members, consideration should be given to balanced geographical
repre!:lentation as 1{ell as to experience accumulated in disarmament negotiations."
(A/8817, annex I, p. 21)

El Salvador

A vIDC "••• should be planned and studied in the light of those objectives •••
1{hich c,:n be worked out in time". (A/PV.1994, p. 21)

Finland

Finland "••• concurs with the views expressed on the necessity to establish
a preparatory committee to ensure the thorough and careful preparations for the
proposed WDC". (A/8817, annex I, p. 22)

France

"Serious and detailed preparation for the 1vorld conference is one of the
pre-conditions for its success, and in these circumstances it is essential to
establish a preparatory body."

-A7-



"Since no existinG bedy meets the ••• criteria satisfactorily, it ,%uld opC'm
to be essential to establish an ad hoc body. In order 'to avoid any clisngreemcm'b
that miGht result from ",ho:t ,%uld necessarily be arbitrary seloctionc ••• this
body should be composed of all those countries ,,-'hich, at the tillle it io es'bu'blished,
are members of the Security Council. II /See belowd (A/UU17, anhex !, p. 24)

liThe essential role of the preparatory body which coulcl be set up should be
restricted to accepting ancl examining the sU~Gestions which might be submitted by
Governments and to drawing up a report on them •••• It should not be a commit'tee
per se of the conference and it should therefore not discuss questions of SUbstance.
It should even be understood right no\., that once the committee has completed its
task and the conference meets it should quite simply disappear and should not
continue to exist in any form \.,hatever - either as a working group or as a
specialized committee. Any move in this direction would result in reserving for a
fe,., countries a privileged role in the field of disarmament, and this does not seem
to be compatible with the spirit of universality which must pervade the debates of
a \vorld conference in which States ,.,ill participate on a strictly equal footing.

"The composition of such a body must, in our opinion, be based on three
criteria:

"Recognition of the special role which by the very nature of thin~s falls on
countries which possess nuclear weapons, since the conference, in our opinion at
least, should devote a large part of its work to the essential problem of nuclear
disarmament;

"Limited participation, ,.,ith a concern for effectiveness; the body should
include only a limited number of participants. Too large an organization would have
difficulty in filling the role expected of it;

"Lastly, guarantee of a SUfficiently substantia.l and diversified representa.tion
from all the regions of the world and all ideologies.

" ••• calling on the Disarmament COI:l.llission of the General Assembly, ••• would
mean entrusting the preparation of the world conference to a body which seems
a priori disqualified for such a task by virtue of its cumbersome nature." The CCD
"with its present composition) 1.,rQuld /not7 be an appropriate body, since the very
absence of a great Power does not allmv it to play this role". (A/C.l/PV.1882,
pp. 66-67)

Provisional agenda "would be the major task of the preparatory body". (A/8817,
annex I, p. 23)

German Democratic Republic

11 ••• resolution /3183 (XXVIII)! is viewed by the Government of the German
Democratic RepUblic as a clear obligation for all Member states of the United
Nations to start preparations for a world disarmament conference \vithout delay."
(A/AC.16'r /L.2/Add.2, p. 1)

, \ ~.,I, ""-

Did not support the idea of·, "establishing an organ to prepare for the 'tIDe
without the participation of any nuclear Pow"er". (A/C .1!PV .1941, p. 16)
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" ••• a representative prepul'ator;\r cOUlmittee composed of about 30 to 35 S'tates
should be set up taking into account the principle of a l/alanced political and
gooaraphic representation. The conunittee should include 0.11 nuclear Powers, 'bhe
members of' the CCD and a certain number of other states." (A/8817, annex II, p. 2)

"The vie\'ls und proposals of all states on the holding of a HDC should serve
as the basir. fOl~ the concrete preparations for that conference. It goes ivithout
suyinr that the views und proposals of all the five nuclear Powers - Powers which
are the permanent members of the Security Coun~il - are of particular interest ••• "
(A/C.l!PV.1941, p. 16)

Germany. Federal Republic of

"'rhe conference itself would ha.ve to be cal'efully prepared. The Federal
Government would be ready to talte part in these preparations and in i'lOrking out
l)ossible aGenda items." (A/AC.16"/L.2, annex, p. 4)

Ghana

" ••• the preparatory \'I'ork should be adequate and thorough, to ensure thf::l
success of the conference. In this regard, we would go along with the suggestion
that the cOlnmittee should consist of about 35 members, and it should include all
the five nuclear Powers, all the 26 members of the CCD, and some 8 to 10 additional
States to be selected on a basis of a ifell-balanced and equitable political and
geographic distribution. The participation of China and France, not only in
the preparatory work for the conference, but also in the conference itself, would
be vital to the success of the conference." (A/c.l/PV.1883, pp. 57-58)

Hunp.;ary

As regards preparatory commission saif following possibilities:

"(i) The Committee on Disarmament in Geneva - after an appropriate enlargement,
first of all with the participation of the People's Republic of China and 'the
French Republic, but also with the addition of other members possibly by enforcing
a more balanced inclusion of tiember states from various geographical areas - might
be instructed to examine the preparFl.t.i.on of the conference and to formulate the
above proposal.

"(ii) An ad hoc committee to be composed of the present members of the Security
Council might also be charged with the preparatory work.

"(Hi) It seems possible to follow' a course of action by which an ad hoc
committee of experts, attached to the United Nations Secretariat and suited to a
balanced political and equitable geoBraphic representation of Hember States, ifould
deal with the preparations and the Secretary-General would present ~he report ,?n
the results of the cOlnmittee' s ifork to the General Assembly •• ,~ Tl. (A/8817,
annex I, pp. 28..29)
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"The main taslt of 'hhe preparatory conunittee will be 'co ''101'1\ ou'c the agenda of
the conference and to deal ,-Tith orc;anizational and other questions. • •• the
preparatory conunittee can only benefit if it also knows and can take into account
the proposals and conceptions of all States, includin~ those which do not take
part in its ,wrk ••• the preparatory cOlmnittee should receive su£.mestions, in
'Y.l','iting or other1.,rise, from States ,.,rhich are not represented on it. In this way,
all States could in fact take part in the preparation of the conference. This
could be a considerable contribution towards ensuring the comprehensive character
and also the success of the conference.

" ••• the Secretariat of the United Nations may also play an important role
in the preparation of the conference. In this connexion I do not refer merely
to the provision of technical facilities. I think that it would be desirable to
request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to have the necessary documents
prepared' on several important and topical questions concerning the arms race
and disarmament. These documents should be made available to Governments in due
course before the opening of the conference."

India

"Need for careful preparation (was an) essential" condition. (A/PV.1990~
pp. 33-35; A/AC.167/L.2; A/8817, annex I, p. 32)

In considering arrangements "for the carrying out of the preparatory work
for the conference, the expertise and experience available with the CCD and its
members should be borne in mind and full advantage taken of them."

See also I.

Indonesia

" ••• preparations should be centred within the United Nations. But ,.,re are
also mindful of the fact that the CCD already exists and is functioning, and that
in the over-riding interest of expedition we could therefore countenance the
situation in which the Committee could begin preparations with the least delay.
In such a case the possibility of enlarging the membership of the CCD may well
be considered so as to reflect more fully the political reality and regional
representation in the Assembly." (A/PV.1989, p. 46)

" ••• a body should be formed, entrusted with the task of making the necessary
preparations .'. Indonesia agrees with the idea of keeping this preparatory body
as small as possible. We support the suggestion that it should consist of about
35 members; it should include, apart from all the nuclear Powers, the members
of the CCD. Their experience and their expertise should be very useful for the
preparatory work. The remaining seats would be distributed according to equitable
regional representation." (A/C.l/PV.1884, pp. 17-18)

See also I.
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~and

"The prospects 'dll have to be ap'P.raised realistically and careful and thorou/3h
preparations will be necessary. Governmerrcs will require some time to study the
pro,osal in all its aspects and to engage in the necessary consultations before
rea~hing decisions on the issues involved. At t 11e nresent star~e, ••• it is :r;ossil)le
to ~dvance only in a procedural or exploratory way ~lithout commitment to the
pri:1ciple of convening a 'lOrld conference." (A/PV .1987, :p. 415)

~11t'J'!I_r_"--__.li ••iJlt.lliI·rlll••••••:_f.-_lIir._.•T.I.-'[II.III'__.r.liIIl••.'IlI'__'-'!Il!'I -- .. i '_.~II/il.IIliI••lIll;__' _r....'..11111'.l1li'."'.·...J......_1IIIIIiIIIII1

I

I
I

Ital;r

the preparation •.• should be entrusted to a cOIrmittce of 30 to 35 members
,,,ith the participation therein of all the nuclear Pm1ers, all the members of the
CCD and of a number of other states, chosen on the basis of the principles of
political representativeness and of equitable geographic distribution." (A/88l7,
annex I, pp. 33-34)

See also I and V.3.

Ivory Coast

liThe General Assembly, in thp ~. ~.ght of the conclusions arrived at in the
{Special/ Committee, could pronoun.e itself on the timeliness of convening the
conference and establish a preparatory committee to ensu.re its success."
(A/C.l/PV.1899, p. 11)

" sufficient preparation is indispensable for convening this type of
conference. Such preparation could be carried out by a preparatory committee of a
manageable size ••• composed of about 30 States including all the nuclear-,,,eapon
States and all the members of the CCD. The preparatory committee should be
entrusted ,,,ith such ,,,ork as the drafting of an agenda, seeking out possible areas
of agreement and preparation of necessary background materials, as well as the
study on the date and site for such a conference. A State vn1ich is not a me~ber of
the preparatory committee should be given an opportunity to communiGate its views
in writing to the committee." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 34)

The CCD "COUld play an important role in the preparations for such a
conference. f1 (CCD/PV.562, p. 9)

See also V.3.

Kenya

\lA working committee of experts should be formed to explore all the different
aspects of the disarmament issues and prepare ,mrldng papers as '''ell as the agenda
for the world disarmament conference. The ~-1ember states ,,,ould submit their views
and recommendations to the committee of experts, if and '~hen requested. The
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membership of the commh'cee should be hased on regional dj.stri1:lUtion. The
participation of representatives of all countries currently manufacturing or
possessing nuclear '''eapons is·essential. 11 (A!AC.167!L.2, annex, p. 8;
A!88l7!Add.l~ p. 3)

"The agenda, the duration of the conference and all other matters relating to
it could be entrusted to an ad hoc committee, '''hich might comprise about 30 States,
inclUding the present members of the CCD and all the nuclear Pm"ers."
(A!C.l!PV.1875, p. 48)

"The CCD tlhould be an important organ of the preparatory body that may be set
up as a result of our deliberations. Its members have gained experience in the
realities of disarmament and they shOUld, indispensably, constitute the backbone of
any body enviseged to lay do,m the guidGlines for the future conference. Other
countries, selected or elected on a g~ographical basis) ,.,ith a view to maintaining
an equitable regional representation, shOUld unquestionably complement the members
of the CCD and collaborate ,.,ith them." (A!C .l/PV .1875, p. 47)

Lebanon

"The question of the HDC may have to go through different phases ••• Phase one
will have to be concerned ,,,ith the preparatory ,mrl{. The first part of it ,-Till be
entrusted to an ad hoc committee ,.,hich ,.,ill have the specific tasl\. of further
ascertaining the views of r.overnments regardin3 the advisability of holding the
conference~ its timing and other procedural aspects ••. The ad hoc committee or
preparatory committee in the subsequent stage will have to ~o into the more
SUbstantive work of preparation for the conference once its date has been determined
by the General Assembly ••• Then it will have to deal ,,,ith the formulation of
definite objectives, the establishment of an order of priorities, the elaboration
of general guidelines ••• and the setting of time-limits. It is hoped that during
this phase parallel bilateral and multilateral discussion among nations will ,not
slacken, but, on the contrary, will be intensified, and that the work of the CCD
and the General Assembly will continue normally in order to promote the necessary
conditions for the success of the conference and the achievement of progress in
disarmament.!' (A/C.l/PV.1889, pp. 1~8-5l)

The General Assembly and the CCD should play an important role in the
preparation of the conference. (A/C.l/PV.1840, pp. 6-7)

Liberia

In the view of Liberia, "it would seem desirable t.hat the preparatory work of
the conference should be handled by a body of the United Nations membership on the
basis of geographical representation. A membership of about 40 .muld be adequate
for this purpose. Documentation on the subject~matter of the conference, which
would be extremely necessary, should be provided by the Secrete.riat ••• 11

(A/C.l/PV.l879,· pp. 13-15)
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"It is only after creating that international climate of detente that we shall
be able to proceed to the preparatory phase of the world disarmament conference •••
That delicate task should be entrusted to a special committee ••• under the aegis
of the General Assembly. We could here benefit from the great accumulated
experience of the CCD during its 10 years of existence. Reasonably expanded, it
could deal very effectively with organizing a WDC." (A/C.l/PV.1890, p. 8)

Mali

a I .---. aa t :SitZU.M lilll 1111 I .11\11&11"

Mauritania. .
" ••• the success of the conference will to a large extent depend upon very

1\ careful preparation in order to create an international climate which will be
~. conducive to the functionine; and success of the conference." (A/C.l/PV.1889, D. 7)

Mauritania "shares the views of the delegations that have suggested that this
preliminary worI-;: be entrusted to a preparator;y committee to be created for that
purpose. My delegation has no precise ideas re~arding the composition of such an
organ and we will be ready to e;o along with the opinion of the majority. But we do
consider tha~ the five e;reat Powers should normally be members of the preparatory
committee and that the composition of this preparatory committee should ensure
equitable geographical distribution. Apart from the preparation of the conference
on the political level, the committee will also have to deal with material problems
such as the date, the venue~ the duration and particularly the agenda of that
conference." (A/C.l/PV.1889)

"Within the framevTork of the preparations for this conference, the Mauritian
Government considers that it should reiterate the need, in relations among nations,
to respect certain basic principles, namely, the equality of all states, mutual
respect for sovereignty and the integrity of each country, non-interference in the
domestic affairs of States, and the non-use of force in the settlement of
international disputes." (A/C.1/PV.1949, pp. 38-40)

Ma,uritius

See T.

•

Mexico

" ••• in the event that the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament should be
the body entrusted with the preparatory work, it should be reorganized beforehand •••
first and foremost among such changes should be abolition of the unusual institution
whereby the nuclear super-POlvers act as CO-Chairmen, and its replacement by a
procedure more consistent with the principle of the sovereign equality of
States ••• ". (A/8693, p. 3)

" ••• it will be essential that the nuclear Powers should be in a position to
give (their) co-operation on a footing of absolute equality." (A/PV.2116, p. 116,
A/PV.2205, p. 12)

" ••• the General Assembly should entrust the preparatory \York to an ad hoc body.
\Yhose membership would be SUfficiently broad to ensure adequate geographical and
political representation and yet compact enough for the \York entrusted to it to
proceed quickly ••• A membership of about 30 \You1d be appropriate for the body in
charge of preparations for the WDC.
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tt ••• the preparatory body would de facto have 0. restricted membership, in
pE,.in£iple or de .iure it should be 011en to I all S'~ates', as ,vould the conference
/and/ it would be extreluely desirable for all the nuclear Powers to be members.

"Another particularly important element in the success of the preparatory worlt
would be to request the Secretary-General to prepare authoritative studies on
concrete questions relating to the arms race and llarticularl~· the nuclear arms race,
control thereof and disarmament, in such a way that they ,,,,ould be available
sufficiently in advance of the opening of the conference. They ,,",ould include a
stUdy on the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones and the obli~ations which
nuclear-weapon States should assume with regard to them." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 40;
A/C.l/PV.1935)

Mongolia

Hongolia 11 is firmly in favour of proceeding at once "rith the practical
preparations for the HDC. In this regard an urgent a.ppeal to renounce their negative
position on this matter, which is so vital to all peoples, should be addressed first
and foremost to those permanent members of the Security Council which are
disregarding the views of the overwhelming majority of the states of the world."
(A/C.l/PV.1990, p. 13; A/PV.2043)

"The preparatory organ can, in our view, be made up of permanent members of the
Security Council, members of the CCD and a small number of other States, on the
basis of equitable geographical distribution." (A/C.l!PV.1883, p. 46; A/8817,
annex I, p. 45)

Morocco

11 for the preparatory work perhaps the appointment of a preparatory
committee should be considered; the membership should be limit.ed but should conform
both to equitable geographical distrib1.l.tion and to the desire for the conference to
be open to all States. This Committee IceD! which is primarily a negotiating body,
should not act as a preparatory committee. It might, however, "Tithin its terms of
reference prepare specific texts to be considered by the conference. The General
Assembly also might play an important part for instance, by drafting and submitting
documents on disarmament." (CCD/PV.581, p. 19)

Netherlands

IlIn preparing a disarmament conference, agreement should be reached not only on
the date and the agenda ••. but also on the framework, participation, location,
preparation, duration and financial implications for the participating States."
(A/PV.1995, p. 61)

Preparatory ,Tork for the conference Ilcan be done either by a study group "'hich
"rill report to a forthcoming Assembly or by first of all asking the Secrete,ry­
General to report, on the basis of replies of Governments, on the material questions
which crn.l.ld suitably be discussed by the conference". (A/C.l/PV.l873, p. 16)

. .
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New Zealand

See I.

Nir.;eria

" ••• t.he preparatory body should be composed in such a way that it is
numerically neither so large as to be uIlVrieldy nor so small as to exclude the
participati.on of some essential countries. Such a body should, of necessity,

, • include all nuclear Powers, including in particular France and the People's
Republic of China. It should also, without any gainsaying, include all the present
members of the Geneva CCD which have, through the years~ accumulat~d a wealth of
experience and expertise on the issues of disarmament. In addition to all this, a
few additional States should be selected with a vie1J to ensuring a well-balanced
political and an equitable geographic distribution.

" no conference should be embarked upon without adequate preparatory work."
(A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 63)

See also IV.

Norway

See I.

Peru

"The Assembly should ••. create an ad hoc preparatory machinery. and at the same
time urge the nuclear Pow'ers, through individual or cOllective measures, to
encourage and ensure success for the conference." (A/PV.1996, pp. 14-15)

Philippines

"The preparation for the conference should be as adequate, complete and
thorough as possible. There should be no slackening of preparations if the
conference is to succeed. Consultations, informal negotiB.tions, research, studies
and other relevant arrangements should be undertaken prior to the convening of the
conference." (A/C.l/PV.1889, p. 71)

"The conference should be planned 'Ivith expertise and care after intensive
studies by a preparatory committee established for this purpose •••

"The preparatory cornmittee should not only be representative of the geographical
regions of the world but it should also include Member States actually involved in
disarmament negotiations, as well as those countries with technological and
industrial capacity in the production of armaments, particularly of the sophisticated
varieties having mass-destruction capabilities.

"In order for the WDC to have an organic relation to the United Nations, it is
suggested that the Secretary-General or his representative should take charge of the
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preparatory steps in co-ordination Idth the :;?X'eparatory committee. He should
undel'tal~e consultations on the timing, financing, and agenda of the conference."
(A/PV.1994, pp. 39-41)

Poland

Notes ,vlth "satisfaction ••• the progress in the preparations for such a
conference which has been made since the proposal for its convocation was formally
sUbmitted by the USSR ••• ". (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.l, p. 2)

For Poland "the detailed preparation of the conference could be entrusted to a
special preparatory co~nittee. This committee should be representative and include
all the nuclear Powers and other countries in accordance with the principle of
equitable geographical distribution ••• optimum size of the committee should be in
the range of 30 to 40 members. In performing its duties the committee could take
into account comments and materials submitted b:v other countries, and also benefit
from debates within the United Nations or som~ other forum. A possibility could not
be excluded that the Secretary-General might nave recourse to a small group of
experts who Ifould assist the preparatory committee to prepare materials for some
specific agenda items." (cCD/Pv. 575, p. 18)

For Poland "the Committee on Disarmament is /8J.so/ an appropriate organ to
take pr.rt in the substantive preparations for the conference". (Ale .l/pv .1874, p. ~()

CCD "can play a valuable role as a qUalified organ which could prepare relevant
materials for consideration by the vTorld conference. These materials could be based
upon the different documents and working papers which have already been under
consideration by this Committee during the last decade". (cCD/pv/551, p. 31;
A/8817, annex I)

Romania

" considers it essential to ensure appropriate conditions under which all
States can participate effectively on terms of full equality in all stages of the
preparations ...

"The United Nations~ its specialized agencies and the CCD can and must make
their contribution to the preparations for the world conference.

"Similarly, the United. Nations Secretariat should give its effective support to
the preparation for the conf01'ence, inter alia, QY the preparation of studies and
other documentation requir~d )1" disarmament discussions and negotiations."
(A/8817, annex I, p. 59)

11 ••• it seems to 1.1S essentia~l that an appropriate organizational structure be
set up well in advance ... The preparatory .Tork could also be done, however,
within the framework of the United Nations Disarmament Commission. My delegation
takes a positive vie", of either of these possibilities. The main thing is that
i'Thatever formula is adc Jted should ensure the partici]Jatiol1 of all States on an
equal footing. 11 (t,./pv.: 992)

-96-

11

: t

I
!

, .

I.

adeq
an a
Such
Coun
equi
an a
comp

that
resu
woul
p. 2

memb
equi
Memb

Sri

to s
of t

Swed

prep
the

prep



"More than any''1here else, in this areparntory! procedure it is imperative that
the poli.tical will be expressed to crrive at an agreement, that proof be biven of
openness regarding ideas, SUSBestions and proposals from all sides and that
solutions be arrived at that ,dll be supported by a Beneral consensus."
(A/C.l/PV.1876, p. 17)

See also IV.

f''terra Leone

"For a conference of such significance to succeed, it is imperative that
adequate attention be paid to its planning and execution. For this purpose, •••
an ad hoc committee, comprising some 35 members, should be entrusted with the task.
Such a committee should consist of a.ll the five permanent members of the Security
Council, as well as other members of the CCD, and other members selected on an
equitable geographical basis. Such a preparatory committee would carefully develop
an agenda and procedures for the conference on the basis of detailed and
comprehensive consultations." (A/C.l/PV.1889, p. 13)

Spain

11 preparation /of the HDC/ will requ.ire t,'1O different lev.~ls of negotiation,
that is, a general one-and a restricted one !e.g. bilateral talksi, and that the
results .of the latter would be transmitted to the former in such-a manner that both
would be effective and neither vmuld interfere with the other." (.A/C.l/PV.188l,
p. 21)

" it might be useful to establis!l a preparatory cO!U_1ittee composed of the
members of the United Nations Security Council and 10 to 15 other countries, with
equitable geographical distribution, including one or more countries which are not
Members of the United Nations. 1I (A/88l7, annex I, p. 61)

See also VI.

Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka supported "the initiative taken by a group of non-aligned countries
to secure the appointment of a special preparatory committee" for the preparation
of the 1mC. (A/C.l!PV.1887, p. 21)

Sweden

"If the CCD is not reorganized in time to include all major Powers, a special
preparatory committee of about the same size as the CCD should 'be established with
the participation of all permanent members of the Security Council.

"The Secretary-General and participating Governments should be requested to
prepare authoritative studies.
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"In order to ensure that the objectives of the conference be attained, thepreparatory work must be detailed and comprehensive. Contributions fromGovermnents and international organizations should be encouraged." (A/8817,annex I, p. 63)

See also I.

Syrian Arab RepUblic

"In the preparatory phase, ••• the conference ",ould have before it highlyqualified studies revie,dng the 'o1ork achieved, the tremendous w'ork still to be doneand the impediments to progress ,.,hich the conference is called upon to surmount."(A/e.l/BV.1887, p. 6)

"In thinking ••• of a preparatorJr group, 'o1e should think in consolidated terms:not a group to discuss mere procedure and practical arrangements, but a group to laythe groundwork: political, in the formulation of principles on which the conferenceon world disarmament is based; expert groundwork in so far as the devices forimplementing the resolutions on disarmament are concerned; legal ground'o/'Ork, on thebest procedures to be adopted for the debate, the decision-making process and theensuing obligations upon Member States to show results." (A/e.l/PV.1887, p. 6)

Turkey

.' ."In 'order to make adequate preparations, it is indispensable that Governmentsshould undertake prior consultations. These exploratory consultations should bringabout the common denominators among various views on the different questionsrelating to the conference. Experience in this field dictates the requirement foradequate preparation and concerted action. It (A/PV.1994, p. 6)
It ••• in the preliminary work of preparation for this conference not only thegreat military Powers but also States belonging to different regions and havingspecial strategic positions should participate." (A/PV.2053, p. 31)

" ••. adequate preparation is necessary to establish a pro'Oer basis for itssuccess •.. An appropriate vTay might be to set up, through consultations, anad hoc preparatory body for the conference. The criterion for the composition ofsuch an ad hoc body should be adequate geographical representation and the presenceof the major military Powers. Geographical representation and regionalcharacteristics and interests should be taken into account not only in thepreparatory work, but throughout all the stages of the conference. Turkey is ofthe opinion that no successful and lasting result can be achieved in the field ofgeneral and complete disarmament unless due consideration is given to the realitiesof the different geographical regions. i1 (A/8817, annex I, p. 64)

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

llThe convening of a ,·me should undoubtedly be preceded by carefulpreparations. '1.'his >o/'Ork could be entrusted to a body comprising 30.to 35 members,
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,,,ha ,,,ould include all the U\lclear Pm~ero, all t,he members of the Committee on
Disa.rmament, and also a number of other States seJ.ected '-1ith due re~ard for the
principle of l)alanced political and Nluitable geoc;raphical rlistribution. ll

(A!8817, annex I, p. 60; A!C.l!PV.1948)

Union of Soviet ;,ocialist Republics

The USSR is in favour of a preparatory arranc;ement ",,,hereby all States would
have the possibility of expressing their views ••• to (~uo.ro.n-tee that the HDC ,,'as
convened on 0. mutually acceptable basis and truly reflected in its decisions roth
the thoughts and the de~ires of all peoples of the ,,,orlel" •. (A!PV .199()~ pp. 53-55)

"Eoth the existinr; channels of negotiations and those which may come into being
in the future ,,,ould contribute to preparntions for t.he conveninp; of the HDC and
later to the practical elaboration of specific disarmmnent a~reements in accordance
,,,itll the decisions of the world conference." (A!PV.1942, p. 56)

Considered it essential Ilthat the Committee lecD! should help to prepare
proposals and documents for the conference, which,,,ould then be used to promote arms
limitation and disarmmnent. iI (CCD!PV.545, p. 24; CCD/PV.560)

B ••• n preparatory body comprising 30 to 35 members, including all the nuclear
Powers, all the members of the CCD and some additional States selected ,nth due
regard for the principle of balanced political and e~uitable geographical
representation, could be established to carry out the preparatory work leading to
the convenine; of the conference. B (A/88l7, annex I, p. 71; A/C.l/PV.1872, p. 37)

United Kinr;dom of Great Britain and northern Ireland

ITThe CCD has over a number of years aq.quired great experience in these skills
in relation to disarmament. Further preparation, that is to say, the essential
preliminary consideration of all relevant details, for any world conference would
undOUbtedly need to be careful and thorough. It ""ould need to take account of the
experience and expertise of the Committee on Disarmament, ",'hich has been for many
years the chosen oody to which the United Nations has remitted detailed disarmament
negotiations. There should be no ~uestion of rushing at such a conference and
risking "lasting a great deal of time and money on a conference that ",'as not
appropriately prepared. li (A/PV .1990, p. 26)

11 ••• ade~uate preparation for the conference '-lould be of the highest importance.
A conference which took place without detailed and careful preparation and prior
agreement on the main areas for discussion would not merely fail to achieve concrete
results but could have damaging effects, by arousing the expectations of the ,vorld
community only to frustrate them. The United Kingdom 90vernment therefore believes
tlmt if the General Assembly should decide in principle to proceed '-lith the
preparation of a HDC, this preparation should be entrusted to a preparatory
committee "rith a balanced membership. It ,,,ould be to the advantage of this
committee if it could draw' on the Immdedge of some of' those with experience of the
disarmament ne[Sotiations in Geneva. 1l (A/88l7, annex I, p. 73)
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11 a preparatory committee co\.\ld best do ins "lork in Geneva..· ' (A/88l7,
annex I, "p. 73)

Venezuela

" ••• an appropriate organ should be eGtahl:i nhecl to :rrC'l~Ul Q for the conference,
provided that organ is given precis0 term~ of reference to he carrip.d out ,·lithin a
~iven t.ime ••• an organ ,.,hic11 could be callccl an ad hoc cOll\mittee or a preparatory
committee or by any other name desired, should include in nuuition to the five
permanent memllers of the Security Council - '''hieh nl.~e in fnct, the five r:reat
nuclear Pm\Ters - the members of the CCD and 0. limited numh~r of other States
equitably representinr; the different geo~ranhical re!"ions of the ,%rlcl.!l
(A/C.l/PV.1BB7, p. 47)

Yugoslavia

" ••• possibilities should be explol'lZld for havinr; the existinG or~t.lns of the
United Nations - and n'ore sE~cifically the Disarmament Commission, ••• - involvecl.
and_used for this purfose LrLllo",ing all states to part.icipate in prE'Y'arr.tion for a
WDC/ once favourable Gonditions are created for the preparations ••• 11 (A/PV.1987,
p.-27)

11 • •• it is indispensable, in our vie,,,, to set up an appropriate preparatory
body consisting of the representatives of all the nuclear Po,V'ers and of a
detern:ined number of other countries, taking into account,.of course, the necessity
to ensure a balanced political and geogranhic representation. HmV'ever, as re~al'ds

the composition uf this body~ i ..~s mand.ate and its terms of reference, my delegation
is openminded .•. :l:n order to carry out its tasles succe:;sfull~.r) the preT)aratoJ:'~.r

body should be '-lide open to initiatives <:md su~gestions froI'l countrip.s not
represented on it and it should - v,ith the help of the Secretary··General ..•
organize the preparation of competent studies on various asuects of
disarmanent ... "

11 ••• th; composition of the preparatory body should be: such as to ensure,a
balanced political and geographic representation of all parts of the world. All
nuclear PO'I-lers should be represented in such a body. The pre'!,)aratory body should
apply, in its activities, a democratic procedure which will ena'ble all other
countries to participate, according to need and their expressed desire, in the
preparatory work, namely, to give their contribution in the form of sug~estions,

requests etc. 1I (A/C.l/PV.18n, p. 41; A/88l7, annex I, p. 79)

See also Dr.

Zarr.bia

Zambia "believes that v,hatever body the General Assembly d.ecides to set up - as
3. prr-paratory committee for the conference - it should include all five nuclear
Powers and should also reflect in its merribership a '''Elll-balanced political and
geographical representation!!. (A/C.l/PV.1883, pp. 89-00)
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IV. A~enda of the conference.

Australia

Sea II.

Austria

The HDC "should deal ,dth a~1.1 questions of disarmament, arms limitc-:..,Lan and
arms control". (A/88l", annex I, p. 4)

See also I1.

Belgium

"'rhe agenda should include all aspect.s of disarmament, conventional as 'o1ell as
nuclear, partial as 'veIl as complete, regions.l as "'ell as genera.l. fl Suggested that
"the question of the agenda should be made the sUbject oi' consult.ations". (A/88l7,
annex I, p. 6)

Brazil---
See I ana. II.

Bulgaria fl

" first and foremost, the question of general and complete disarmament
second place ••• such partial measures a,s would help to achieve the ultimate :;
(A/88lT, annex I, p. 8)

., 11_....

"••• priority should be given to e. ban on nuclear weapons. 11

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

(CCD/PV.580, p. 25)

"The agenda could include a wide range of questions concerning both the main
goal of negotiations, namely, general and complete disarmament, and partial
disarmament measures." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 11)

If ••• It should include any questions of disarmament which a majority of
participants consider should be dealt with.1! (A/PV.1995, pp. 9-10)

Canada

liThe a.genda should be broad, allowinp; d.iscussion and consideration of all
a.spects of arms control and disarm!:.unent "lhich participa.ting States ,rished to
raise .•. priority should 1,e given to nuclear disarmament, but this should in no
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lTay' exclude discussion of other aspects of disarmament) including chemical andbiological ,.,eapons) conventional ,.,eapons, tlle economic and social consequences ofthe arms race, specific linlited or regional arrangements for arms control anddisarmament, and preparations for general and complete disarmsment." (A/8817,annex I, p. 14)

Chile

"••• it should examine all the pl'o1:ilems inherent in disarmament, such as thosederiving from the conditions and scope of disarmament;". (A/PV.1990, p. 41)
,,. ..

Cuba

It is lIindispensable that the question of foreia:n military bases be included inthe agenda of the HDC". (A/C.l/PV.1803, p. 67)

Cyprus

liThe 1'1DC must review' all aspects of the world I s arms burden. The ar;enda mustinclude the full range of disarmament topics and related economic and politicalissues. The comprehensive programme of disarmament could serve as the agenda andframework for the conference. Since there is a close interrelation amongdisarmament, international security, the peaceful settlement of disputes, and aclimate of confidence, these problems cannot 'be separated entirely from the agenda. 1t
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 16)

Czechoslovakia

Czechoslovalda "is ready to make its contribution to a constructive discussionof the whole range of questions relating to the problem of disarmament, from generaland complete disarmament,which we consider to be the final goal of our efforts, topart ial measures ,.,hich could promote general and complete disarmament". (A/88l7,annex I, p. 17; A/PV.l987)

"Key importance is, of course, attached to the questions of nuclear disarmament."(A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 3)

11 ••• it is inevitable that the demand for world disarmament should occupy prideof place on the agenda of the world conference. 1t (A/PV.1987, p. 17)

HIf the majority of States so wished', the first HDC could concentrate only onproblems of nuclear disarmament, having chiefly in mind the qUestions of theprohibition and liquidation of nuclear weapons and their carriers." (CCD/PV.567,p. 8)

Denmark

" .•• premature at present to make specific proposals in respect to the agendaof a HDC. lI (A/8817, annex r)
-102-
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Ecuador

n ••• does not believe this is the moment to decide on the agenda or uhe
preparatory stages, but we do believe that the main point must be tackled, and that
is the destruction and prohibition of weapons of mass destruction, including, of
course, nuclear weapons, under the aegis of the General Assembly of the United
Nations. n (A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 22)

n. •• examine all questions related to disarmament, keeping in mind the ul:timate
aim which is to bring about general and complete disarmament under effective
international control ••• high priority to be given to nuclear disarmament should bo
appropriately reflected in the agenda ••• should as well give attention to the
interdependence between d,isarmament measures and the provisions of the Charter
dealing ,vith international security as '''ell as relevant declarations adopted by the
General Assembly in this respect, with a view to ascertaining the proper functioning
of the collective security system devised by the Charter •••

n ••• implementation of already concluded arms control and disarmament treaties.
A comprehensive folloi"-up programme, to ensure that these are universally and fully
carried out, could be set up. n (A/8817, annex I, p. 20)

France

"The conference should be free to determine its agenda and its procedures.
The agenda "would be the major taslt of the preparatory body for the conference."
(A/88l7, annex I, p. 23)

German Democratic Republic

" ••• the conference agenda should include ••• a wide range of disarmament
questions. Discussions should centre on finding ways and means to achieve general
and complete disarmament ••• elaboration of partial measures in the field of arms
limitation and disarman~nt and for the universal application and observance of
existing agreements in these fields. 1l (A/88l7, annex II, p. 2)

Ghana

" the provisional agenda ••• should be comprehensive and should include both
nuclear and conventional weapons. The drawing up of such a comprehensive and all­
embracing agenda should be a task which should be entrusted to a preparatory
committee to be established for that purpose." (A!C.l/PV.1883, p. 57)

Hungary

"(i) General debate on the universal problems concerning the armaments race
and disarmament.
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(ii) Appraisal of concrete proposals submitted to the conference with a viewto disarmament.

(iii) Definition of the scope of the international consideration ofdisarmament questions.

(iv) Decision on the further functioning of the Committee on Disarmament inGeneva. 11 (A/8817, annex I, p. 28)

India

Discussions at HDC llshould cover the entire range of problems relating todisarmament, including partial and collaterai: 'measures. The goal of general andcomplete disarmament under effective international control would have to be keptin vie~f, while realizing that it could be achieved only in gradual stagc£, endingfinally in the elimination of all vreapons of mass destruction or mutilation ll •(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 8)

See also I and II.

Indonesia

"The agenda of the conference should be compl'ehenslv~, to enable the conferenceto consider all aspects of disarmament. While priorit~r ~hould be accorded to theconsideration of nuclear disarmament, the question c~ conventional weapons shouldalso be dealt ~vith.ll (A/C.l/PV.1884, p. 18)

Italy

"The agenda of the world conference should be such as not to preclude thediscussion of all the most important aspects of a ~~oblem so vital for mankind asthat of disarmament. An essential element of such an agenda 1S naturally the searchfor ways and means of attaining the objective of general and complete disarmamentalthough it does not deny the usefulness and effectiveness of partial measureS',!ItalY/ remains convinced that, in order to achieve decisive and lasting effects,thesemeasures must be coordinated, in a progranJIlle that '\vould establish theresponsibilities of all States. Within such a frameworJ<, nuclear disarmament andconventional disarmament must be dealt with, vrithout separating them •••

"The WDC should take into account the various steps for the reduction of forcesand of armaments that might be taken on a regional basis, in Europe as well as inother continents." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 33)

Ivory Coast

".•. the conference should consider all the problems relating to general andcomplete disarmament in all its aspects, political, military, economic and social,so as to adopt effective and reasonably feasible measures that vTould be applied byall States and primarily by the nuclear Powers that hold the key to the soluticn ofthese problems." (A/C.l!PV.1899, 1).8)
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" utmost priority should be given to the question of nuclear disarmament in
the proposed agenda." (A/8817, annex I, p. 34)

........

'..
Japan

illl t. -Cr a -,..-(- ".ac! l1tU! LlUfillll:M""

Kenya

"The follm'1ing items should be included in the agenda .....
, . "1. Hays and means of establishing measures 'for general and complete

disarmament. (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 7)

"2. Effective measures for the cessation of the arms race, the prevention of
further proliferation of nuclear weapons and nuclear armaments.

"3.
energy."

Kuwait

Programmes for co-operation in the field of peaceful uses of nuclear
(A/8817/Add.l, p. 3)

"The agenda of the conference should concentrate first of all on disarmament in
relation to nuclear weapons and the conference should then proceed to deal with
conventional weapons." (A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 47)

" ..• the HDC ... will deal with a ,-Tide range of topics which have not been
successfully broached or dealt with by the CCD. These include, inter alia, the
dismantling of military bases in the territories of other countries, the reduction
of military budgets, the complete demilitarization of the sea-bed and, above all, .
the application of complete and general disarmament measures to the big Powers
themselves." (A/C.l/PV.1943, p. 52)

Liberia

"The provisional agenda for the WDC should be dravm up to include all aspects' of
the disarmament question and should be detailed and comprehensive." (A/C.l/PV.1879,
p. 12)

Mauritius

See I.

" the starting point for the preparation of the provisional agenda could be
the comprehensive programme of disarmament which was originally introduced in the
CCD in August 1970 by the delegations of Mexico, Sweden and YugOSlavia and
subsequently SUbmitted to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session,
sponsored by Ireland, Mexico, Morocco, Pakistan, Sweden and Yugoslavia." (A/8817,
annex I, p. 39)
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" consideration of the Conference's agenda must not be adversely affected byexisting or future differences among the permanent members of the SecurityCouncil ••• n. (A/C.l/I027, p. 3)

liThe body which the General Assembly entrusts w'ith the preparatory i'1'orlt should,in consult~tion with 'all States', irork out a realistic and ambitious, detailed andflexible provisional agenda for the Conference. 1f (A/8693, p. 3)

Monp;oli~

Mongolia. considers that "the agenda of the conference must, of course, beclosely linked to its objectives and goals and encompass a large number of questionson general and complete disarmament., as well as partial and auxiliary measures whichivould ensure the a.ttainment of its final ob,j ective.

uConceJ.~ning the priority of various disarmament problems i'1'e believe that theconference could, take a final decision on this point and on the time to be devotedto their consid(:lra'tion ••• Priority must be given to the prohibition of all typesof weapons of mass destruction, especially nuclear weapons." (A/C.l/PV.1873,p. 42; A/88l7, annex I, p. h!~)

Morocco

n the provisional agenda might include the follmring: (1) Measures to slowdown the nuclear arms race; in particular, the cessation of all tests of nucleararms, renunciation of their use in armed conflicts, and eventually their destructionand elimination from State arsenals; (2) measures to prohibit other mass-destruction.weapons; (3) collateral disarmament Ineasures; (4) general and complete disarmamentunder strict and effective international control.

IIlrhe 'Det.ailed disarmament programme' annexed to General Assembly resolution2661 (XXV) might be a basis for the preparation of a more detailed agenda for theconference." (CCD/PV.58l, p. 19)

ii among the first items on the agenda should be the question of establishinga new negotiating body and providing it with guidelines so that it could negotiateand explore implementation of those guidelines ••• The question of non-use ofnuclear wee~ons should also be accorded one of the top places in the agenda of theconference ... It seems to us that the non-first-use concept is the most feasibleformula for achieving that objective, as well as for settling satisfactorily thecontroversial question of security assurances for non-nuclear-weapon States.

"A logical follow-up to the non-first-use item ,,70uld be the Soviet proposal forthe prohibition and elimination of nuclear v7eapons. HovTever, that proposa.l cannotbe considered separately from the idea of a freeze on the production and deploymentof stra.tegic vTeapons and systems, both offensive and defensive.

IIClosely linked to the freeze and a 'must' on the agenda of the conference isthe Soviet proposal to red.uce to a minimum the number of delivery vehicles held by
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the nuclear PO''1ers durino: the process of general and cO!'1.plete disarmarnent. 11

(A/PV.198S, pp. 57-61)

If:, 11 Wall 11 J L. UIJldlWiitJi tJJ f11IUM'llI N J .I"M.

11 ••• anything short of the consideration of a broad range of all disarmament
questions "rill be inadequate. ''le believe that such all all-embracing agenda requires
time and expertise to formulate. It is a task that should be assigned to a body
that is entrusted with the preparation of the conference." (A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 62)

Pakistan,

Paldstan believes IIthat the agenda of the first vIDC / should! be cC"nfined to the
prohibition and elinlination of nuclear weapons and the means of-their delivery.
Even if so restricted, the scope of the agenda would be so vast as to be likely to
pose a most formidable challenge to the attainment of that goal .•. even if the
conference could bring about agreement on a convention to prohibit the use of
nuclear weapons against non-nuclear countries and nuclear-free zones, and ronong
nuclear-weapon countriec theluselves, it would have twten a historic step towards
strengthening international security in the nuclear era". (A/PV.1996, p. 31)

See also I.

Poland

The agenda "should reflect general expectations and requirements and cover
primarily the problenls that are most ripe for thorough consideration, negotiation
and solutions." (A/C.l/PV.1874, p. 7)

For Poland, "the VIDC should deal with the broadest possible complex' of
disarml:lluent questions, both in the field of nuclear and conventional ,.,eapons. The
nature of the mass destruction weapons justifies it figuring high among the priority
problems in the work of the conference." (A/8817, annex I, p. 54; A/C.l/PV.1935,
pp. 8-ll)

Among the aspects of nuclear disarmament are: "the prohibition of nuclear
weapons tests by all countries and in all physical surroundings. Conclusion of a
comprehensive test ban agreement wOlud be a major step toward ending the nuclear
arms race. It would sharply reduce the danger of a nuclear holocaust. The next
steps in nuclear disarmffinent should be prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons and
of production of such weapons, and finally their destruction and elimination from
all military arsenals.

"The agenda of the conference should also comprise the problems of conventional
armaments, the question of general and complete disarmament, and partial measures
leading to this goal. Spe~king about partial measures, we have in mind steps aimed
at the further limitation of the armaments race, limitation and reduction of armed
forces in military confrontation areas, elimination of foreign military bases, cuts
in military expenditures and bUdgets, and diminution or elimination of the risks of
military conflicts and surprise attacks. A VIDC could also consider the problem of
universal and strict adherence to already-concluded international agreements and
treaties on disarmament."
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For Polanu., the ,mc could also "finalize some disarmament asreements on alreadymatured issues; ••• to identify the role, urgency, priority and interc:.ependence ofindividual disarmament issues~ to establish priorities for future concretedisarmament negotia.tions; to formula'ce a. procedUl'e and the most convenient fO'l:'\.Ull forthose negotiations". (cCn/pv.5T5, pp. 17-10; A/PV.1985; A/c.l/pv.1888)
''!DC "could equally profi tab);y' exrunine another facet of nuclear disarmament,namely, the possibility of the prohibition of the use of nUclear weapons. In thiscontext, the Soviet initiative at the twenty-seventh session of the General Assemblyconcerning the non-use of force in intel'na:tional relations and the permanentprohibition of the use of nuclear ''1capons would be a suitable basis for discussion ll

•
(A/C.l/PV.1935, pp. 8-10)

Romania

liThe provisional ~genda, of the conference should be dra,m up in the course ofthe preparffcory work for the conference on the basis of consultations among all theStates concerned; account should be taken of the need to give absolute priority tonuclear disarmament and to consider, negotiate and conclude jointly a numb~r ofmeasures aimed at halting the arms ra.ce alld bringing about disarmament."
" ... the most. important of the me~lsures deserving consideration are thefollmfing:

"(1) The cessation of the anllS race, the freezing of military budgets, and thepreparation of a specific prograt~e for the gradual reduction of military budgets,starting "71th those of the large. hea.vily-armed States;
"(2) The preparation of a specific programme to prohibit the use of nuclearweapons, to establish zones of peace and nuclear-free zones; to end the productionof armaments, particularly nuclear iveapons, chemical iveapons and all other means ofmass destruction, and to initiate the progressive elimination of such weapons underinternational control;
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"(3) The adoption of specific measures for the dismantling of military basesand the withdrawal of foreign troops from the territories of other States, theprogressive reduction of national armed forces, the elimination of military bl.ocs,and the implementation of practical measures to end V8.r propaganda and propagandadesigned to stir up hatred among peoples;

"(4) General disarmament," (A/88lL annex I, p. 58)

Sierra Leone

liMy delegation would like to see the adoption of an agenda dealing with allquestions of disarmament, arms limitation and. arms control." (A/c .1/PV.1889, p. 13)
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Si'1eden--
"All measures of. disarmament should be covered '" It should include general

and compâe'be disa.rmament, 'but also collateral measures aiminB at this goal. The
agenda might a180 be broadened to cover the non-use of weapons of mass destruction
or of conventional veapons of a. particularly cruel character if these matters were
not to be adequately covered ~n 'che work under the auspices of the International
Committee of the Red Cross for the reaffirmation and development of international
humanita.rian law applicable in armed conflicts. The most important aim would be
the final elimination of all nuclear weapons and other i'reapons of maas destruction.
The comprehensive prcgramme of disarmament, referred to in General Assembly
resolution 2661 C (XXV), could offer useful guidelines. As a general principle
there should be a possibility of t~ting up all questions related to disarmament at
the conference." (A/88l7, annex l, p. 63; CCD/PV.57G, p. 18)

n • •• the question of the pledge not to be the first to use nuclear weapons
jjnigh!!.7 be inscribed vrith 'che highest priority on the agenda of the WDC. To
demend , on the other hand , that such pledges be made prior to the Conference is
hardly reasonable." HDC vas "needed to generate the pressure to obtain these very
pledges ... from 0.11 the nuc'l.e ar-weapon countries". (A/C.l/PV.1941, p. 56)

The S~'1edish delegation agieed that Hthe proposed ,vorld disarmament talles must
include the question of what procedures and what form will be reost efficient for
rubure disarmament negotiations". (A/PV.1989, p. 21)

See V.1.

Ukrainia~ Soviet Gocialist Republic

The HDC could consider "t.he entire range of questions linked to disarmament,
referring to both nuclear and conventional arms, bearing in mind that the greatest
apprehension is caused throughout the world by the nuclear arms race. If this is
desired by the majol'ity of participants, pl'iority attention should, of course, be
given to matters of banrring and eliminatinc; nuclear weapons , the weapons of mass
annihilation". (A/PV.1989, pp. 38, 39·.)-1-0)

Moreover, "me "coul.d consider the problem of both general and complete
disarmament, wh i ch is the mos't important topical pr-ob.Lem, as iVell as individual
partialmeasures, in order to decrease international tension and the arms race.
Among thesc mat.t.ers , we could. refer ta such priol'ity questions as the banning of
chemical weapons , a cessation of all nuclear weapons tests, the creation of
nuclear-free zones in various parts of the world, a decrease in military budgets
of Sta.tes and so on, Il and "to r educe armed forces and armaments in Central Europe".
(A/PV.2144, p. 93)
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Union oi' Soviet Socialis'c Republics..------- ._--
"An impor'can'li place in the ''1ork of the ccnrerence shoulcl be reserved far the

consideration of ''1a~'{s and means of achievinr; the l'lain Baal ••• namely ~ Beneral and
complete disarmament." (A/8817~ annex I~ 'P. 70)

The HDC "cou1d consider the ''1hole ran~e of disa.rmament prcbâems re1~\ting tc)
conventional armements and armed farces ae ''1ell as we~lt;Ons of masa destruction".
(A/PV.1978) p. 16)

" ••• the priarity attention of the HDC should be devobed ta such matters of
nucï.ear disal'mament as the cessation of all tests of nuclear veapons by all the
countries of the vor-Ld , the establishment of nucâ.ear-d'ree zones in various parts
of the ,.,orld) Il complete ban an nuclear weapona and 'che destruction of aüockpî Les ,
as the conscience of humanity cannat accept the use of' such weapons in anv 'oJay.
Moreover, the Soviet Union believes that it would be desirable co discuss at this
conference other mat.ters that woul.d lead tio a relaxation and finally the complete
cessation of the arms race and of international tension~ including, more '
specd.f'Lcaâ.Ly , the elimination of al1 military bases on f'oreign territories, a
decrease in armed forces and armaments in areas where mutuel military confrontation
is particularly dangerous, a decrease in military eXl1enditures, bcginning first of
all ''1ith the military expenditures of the larger States, and other matters as we.Ll,; '"
(A/PV.1996, p. 46)

"The agenda can be agreed upon provisionally on a mutually a.cceptable basis
bef'or'e the conrerence ;" (A/C.l/PV.1872, p. 32)

United Kinp.dom_of Great Britain and Ho1'the1'n I1'eland

" ..• there should be no automatic exclusion from the agenda of any aspect of
disarmament and arms control wheühe r nuclear or nori-nuc.l.ear ; and the approach ta
the conference shoul.d be based on the principle that at each stage of disarmament
and arms control a balance should be preserved which maintains or improves the
security of all those concerned. il (A/8817, annex I, p. 73)

Venezuela

" ..• priority must be given ta the limitation of the producb i cn , development
and multiplication of nuclear weapons , "'hile, at the same time, reducing ta a
minimum the constant danger of an atomic var ," (A/C.l/PV.1953, p. 22)

Yugoslavia

". .. the provisional agenda shou.Ld be characterized ... by a broad approach
ta ... ddsarmamerrt , wherefrom primary and fundamerrb af questions could be singled
out in the course of the work of the conference. The draft preliminary agenda
should be dra",n up by a body entrusted with the task of prepa1'ing the conference,
and trh'ich shou.Ld be bound ta take into account .,. the suggestions made by the
Governments in their replies to the Secretary-General . ft ."

(A/8817~ annex I~ p. 78)
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.\ 'che a{~endo. ••• ooukd include the follo",il1f!; items: disarmament vTithil1
the ( .~ext of currel1t international relations and tendencies and, in this connexion,
survey of 'che efforts exerted so far and of the existinfl; situation in the field of
disarmament ~ establishment of priority issues that should be the subject of ur~ent

ner,otiatiol1s and agreement (nuclear disarmronent~ particularly the question of
banrrîng the use and proliferation of nuclear veapcns and. 0.11 kinds of nuclear weapon
'cests~ bSl1ninr, of chemical ",eapons, disarmament measures in the domain of convention
weapons etc.) j economic assistance ta the developin:"" countries on the basis of
financial resources released througll the implementation of individual disarmament
measures; strengthening 0'(' the ro1e of the General Assembly of the United Nations
in the sphere of disarmament~ possible chan~es in the United Nations disarmament
machinery ,-rith a vievT to strel1[':thening its effectiveness and democratization.·:
(A/8817, annex l, p. 79)

Zambia

\lThe agenda of the PDC should comprehensively coyer 0.11 aspects of disarmament.
He woul.d wi sh , for instance) the conference to include in its deliberations such
questions as the need for a cessation of 0.11 nuclear testing, whet.her in the
atmosphere or underground; the need for nuclear research and deveLopmc.rt to
concentrate on the peaceful uses of nuclear energYj and the transfer of sueh
knov-hov to the developing countries. He 'oTould also wish the conference to deal
with the question of reducin~ the ever growinF- defence expenditure by many nations,
and encouraring, instead, the conversion of such spending ta economie aid to
developine cauntries.

OHe feel, however , t11O.t while we consider measures for disarmament as a whoLe
we must devote particular and urgent attention to the need for the immediate
destruction of the existing nucLear weapons and the prohibition of their production.
Nuelear weapons eonstitute the gravest threat to mankind and the human environment
and as the privilege of a fe,oT their elimination is within the l'ealm of
possibility.1l (A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 87)
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Afghanistan

V. Organization of the Conference

1. Administrative guestions (date and contemplated duration,
site favoured etc.)

B

d
o

Afghanistan would have liked to see the General Assembly twte a decision as
to the date and venue of the WDC. (A/PV.2138, p. 16)

Australia

Agreement on date, duration and site "presumably woul.d flmf naturally from
any proceaa of prepaz-abory ,.,ork". (A/C.l/PV.1886, p. 31)

Austria

Re. date: "IDC should be held after completion of careful and thorough
preparation. (A/8817, p. 3)

. '.i
w
t
a

E

c

Re. duration: "An adequate duration ••. might be four ta six "reeks. The
possibility should not be excluded, however, that during the conference the holding
of a second ses.sion in the following year or at a later date may commend i tself. Il

(A/8817, annex l, p. 4)

Re. site: "The decisive consideration in selecting the site should be the
success of the conference." (A/8817, annex l, p. 4)

,
)

See also III.

Belgium

Bhutan

Re. date: Date ifill "depend on the preparatory work". (A/8817, annex L, p. 6)

might be approximate1y one morrth",Re. duration:

Re. site: New York or Geneva tlfor reasons of the United Nations facilities
available in either city". (A/8817, annex l, p. 6)

Re. date: Hoped that a HDC "may be convened at an ea:rly date".
(A!PV.2146, p. 8)
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BulRaria

Re. date: Il the date for the convening of tihe conference is directly
dependent on the efficiency of the preliminary preparatory work and suggests that
one year would be quite sufficient for that purpose." (A/8817~ annex I~ p. 8)

Re. duration:" a period not exceeding six weeks would be sufficient."
(A/8817~ annex l, p. 8)

Re. site: n would support any proposal concez'ning the site ••• which
would meet the demand for the host State to ensure the necessary conditions for
the participation in the conference of 0.11 States of the world." (A/8817,
annex l, p. 8)

Byelorussian Soviet Socialüt Fepublic

"Organizational matters and questions related to the financing of the
conference could be dealt with by the United Nations Secretariat, which has
considerable experience in matters of this Idnd. 1l (A/8817, annex L, p. 12)

Re. duration: "The first conference could meet for a session of not more
than one-and-a-half months "I·lithin the next one to two years. Il

Re. site: Il ••• the wnc should be held in a place convenient for 0.11 States
in the "lvorld. It is probable that the most suitable place for the meeting would
be a country which actively favours disarmament in general and the holding of a
WDC in particular, a country in which 0.11 the conditions necessary to guarantee
participation in the conference by 0.11 States in the world can be found. lI

(A/88l7, annex l, p. 12)

Canada

Re. date: \1 date should be chosen only after other preparatory issues
have been resolved to the satisfaction of the general membership of the United
Nations •..• timing is one which would require careful consideration, in close
consultation with the world's principal military Powers. It would be desirable
for any such conference not to conflict with any other major international
meeting, in particular with the United Nations General Assembly, and important
that it not interfere with any specifie arms control or disarmament negotiations."
(A/8817, annex l, p. 14.)

Re. duration: IIThe length of the conference would be a matter ta be
considered'during preparatory work in the light of other factors, but it should
not be more than one month." (A/8817, annex l, p. 14)

Re. site: lIUnited Nations facilities in New York and Geneva would present
distinct advantages ••• but other sites could be considered in the course of
preparatory work. The site chosen shauld have adequate facilities, including rapid
world-wide communications. It woul.d be desirable for the host State not to have
ta undertw~e major capital costs in the preparation of any such conference. 1I

(A/8817, annex l, p. 14)
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Re. duration:

only after careful and adequate preparation."

Cyprus

Re. da.te:
annex l, p. 16)

"

"...

(A/88l'(,

should. continue long enough to finish its agenda. 1l

Il
11 Ji

1, i
, 1

i
'1

\

Re. site: Favoured site limost eonveni:ent to Nember States and the United
Nations Secretariat, and whi ch woul.d al.sc provdde a wor'Ld forum on this issue."
(A/88l7, annex l, p. 16)

Czeehoslovakia

Re. date: IlThe earliest possible" date.

Re. site: Heleomed "the possibility of sueh a conference being held in one
of the neutral States". (A/88l7, annex l, p. 17)

Democratie Yemer.

See III.

Denmark

See also III.

Re. site: For reasons of facilities and Hconditions enabling universal
participation, the proper choice would be Genev~, the city long associated with
disarmament negotiations". (A/8817, annex l, p. 20)

four to six weeks. n (A/8817, annex l, p. 21)ilRe. duration:

Re. site: Il ••• it should be agreed upon from considerations of economic and
functional expediency. Such considerations 'lead the Danish Government to refer to
NevT York as an appropriate possibility". (A/8817, annex L, p. 18)

Re. duration: It ilshould be subject to the outcome of the preparatory
work based on general experiences from other comprehensive international
conferences, it might be adequate to aim at a duration not exceeding five to six
weeks il

• (A/88l7, annex l, p. 18)

Egypt

Re. date: il it may create complications for the preparatory work if any
definite date for the convening of the conference is fixed at the present early
stage. A convenient date for the conference to take place without undue delay
should be fixed once the preparatory work has made sufficient progress. l1

(A/88l7, annex l, p. 18)



He. ûuratzion :
preparatory work."

" depends on the thoroughness and the progress of the
(A/8817, annex 1, p. 22)

Finland

Re. date: "as saon as possible". (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 5)

. ,

Re. site: Geneva. (A/88l7, annex 1, p. 22)

France

Re. date:" we feel i t premature at this stage to take a position. The
conference should obviously not meet until its preparation has reached a
satisfactory LeveI ;"

Re. duration:" tbe conference "I-lill ... have to be set in relation to the
agenda which is dram1 up and the importance of the points which appear on it. If
the results obtained at the end of the meeting are convincing enough to give us
Leg i,timate grounds for hope, "IVe woul.d not be against the conference' s holding one or
several sessions at a later date." (A/C.l/PV.1882, p. 66; A/8817, annex 1, p. 23;
A/C.l/PV.1882, p. 66; A/8817, annex 1, ~. 24)

Germa.n Democratie Republic

Re, site: Il ••• would agree to any city which ensures the proper holding of the
conference and an equal participation of all States. 1l (A/8817, annex II, p. 2)

Ghana

Re. date and duration: Il the choice of date for the conference should be
contingent upon the time taken over the preparatory "lVork As for the wlration
... a five- to s i.x-veek duration might be considered, in the light of the volume of
work which the preparator;y committee might recommend." (A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 58)

Re. date: Hungary felt IIjustified to hope that steps will be taken without
delay for the convening of the Horld Disarmament Conference in a short time. 1I

(A/AC.167/L.2/Add.3, p. 2)

Re. duration: "t'Lve to six weeks ".

iiAustria should be asked if it can undertake the responsibilities of organizing
the conference. If yes, Ile propose Vienna. ll (A/8817, annex 1, p. 28)

Re. date: liA HDC could be convened shortly after the preparatory vor'k has
been completed." (A/8817, annex 1, p. 31)
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He. durntion: The dUl:'o:cion could be "about cil"ht wcoks". (11./8817, annex l,
p , 31)

Re. site: ",,\~l'eelllent couf.d be reachcd on un~r venue uhi ch \olould onsure
unâv» "Gl'll Hy of' p~l.r'hicipo.tion of all States and proper facili'ties ft)r the conductinr
of t Îlt: ~;)U l'eren('~.1 (11./8817, annex l, p. 31)

... o , ,.int~; 11 deems it pl'eferuble thê1.t ~-1Q should 110t bind o'..ll'selves to 0.

d~' • bu: t.hat the conference ,dll only be convened artel' 'ole are r-eas onabây
'.'iul·ed of its chances of success, on the bas i.s of findings resultin{J from careful
.·.·Gpar..~I.-)l·j' i.,orl~." (A/c.l/PV.1881~j p. 17)

Italy

Re. dnti:: The HDC "coul.d be held in Geneva, ivibhcut; excludinv, other sites
from being tieken into consideration. • •• the date for convenâna the conference
should be established only ,...hen the preparo:hory ,...orle hus elioited the existence
of a bas i e for consensus such as to ,.,arrant the hope that the conference ,.,ill be
succeaarul ;" (11./8817, annex l, p. 33)

Japan

Upon the' reconunendation of the preparatory comaittee, the General Assembly
shoul.d decide the date, site and agenda for the conference. (11./8817:1 annex l, p. 34)
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Kenya (A/8

LeDenon

Re. date: The middle of the decade woul.d be an o.pproprîate time to hold the
conference. (A/C.l/PV.1889, p. 47)

3e. site: The conference could be held at "uny place convenient and/or
agreeable to the majority". (A/AC.167/L.2, ann'::lx, p. 7)

for
Il· 4
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In the view of Liberia .the WDC should last for three months.Re. duration:

Re. date and duration: "The conference could be held at a date acceptable to
the majority of states interested in its convenins. The m8eting should last at
Leasf t,.,o months. Extensive and thorough consultations must precede any
decision for the final date of the conference."

Liberia

hOWE

shoi
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Re. sit.e: " ••• the venue of 'th\~ conference shouLl be tno Headquarters of the
Uni ted Nations, ~hich '~o~ld thur, enable fuller at.tention :'lt'd intel'est t.o be focused
on the '~ol'k of the COIl'Jnission. The fact tha.t 0.11 missiol's ~lccI'eùited to the United
Nations ure aeat.ed at Headllual'ters means that much more ir.ltel'est cculd be generated
by the ontire United Nations membership in the t aak and ~c.:comIùü,hraent assoc:i.a.ted
wi th the quastdon of disarmament. In addition, the holdinc: of meetiuGs of the 1~DC

at Headquarters voukd ctn::'ta:i.l costs both to the Secretariat and to Membel' States,
many of vhom may accredit the staff of tlleir mi.ssfon in neu Yo\'}~ as their
representatives 'bo the conference. Il (A/C .l/PV .1879, p , 12)

MauJ"itania

See III.

j,lexico

Re. duration:
three months."

Il it would seem adv.i sab.l.e to envi aege a duratdon of two to

u ••• the w'orld disarmament corirerenc e ••• should meet every three or four
vears ;" (A/C.l/PV.1872, p. r()

" ... the institutionaliza.tion of a world dti sarmamerrb conf'er-ence., open. to a11
States and meeting "ith the regularity mel1tioned, lasting for two or three months,
would. be filling an obvious gap and makinŒ an invaluable contribution to the
fulfillin(5 of its own responsibilities by the General Assembly." (A/C.l/PV.1872,
p. 7)

Re. site: n ••• Oeneva would seem to be t.ne most appropriat.e site for the WDC. t1
(A/8817, annex l, p. 39)

Hongolia

Re. date and duration: 11 in t'avour' of convening the HDG as saon as possible
for a pei-Lod of rougbly one to t·HO morrbhs , Il (A/C .1/PV .1873 1 p. 42; A/8817, annex L,
T'. 44)

cl
j

s

Re. site:
p. t~8)

Horocco

Il the Hongoli::"m delegation pref'er's Geneva ;" (A/C.l!PV.1873,
"1

(

s

t1The duration of the conference should be dec i ded by the body appo.i rrt ed ..• to
perfornl the preparatory work and should be related to the draft agenda and the
importance of matters to be considered, In any event it should not be longer than

'" t,io rnon.ths. Il (CCD /PV . 581)

Re. site: t1Geneva would appear to be the most logical site for the wnc;
however , any country which may express che desire to aet as hast ta the conference
should also be conai.dered.." (CCD!PV.581; A/88l7, annex L, p. 46)
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Re. duration: "Consideration could be Biven to 0. d1.u'o.tion of four to six
veeks •" (A/C .1/pv .1875, p. 63)

Re. site: " ••• any site considered should be one thut io genernlly acceptable
to 0.11 and that offers adequate and sntisfactory 'Y'ol'kine, conditions. Il

.(A/C.us« .1875, p. 62)

Re. site:" it would be desirable to chccae a city ,...here the United Nations
already has a marked und long-standing presence, and which can tihua satisfy the
technical requirements and clearly associate such a conference ,dth the United
Nations. Il (A/8817 , annex l, p. 50)

Poland

Re. duration: The wnc "could last one month or slightly more." (A/8817,
annex l, p. 55)

Re. site: Two basic criteria: "(a) organizational and conference facilities
for an international gathering of that size; (b) conditions for normal wor-k of 0.11
the participants. By n01'" tihere are several cHies that could easily meet those
criteria and be hast to this important conference, and Geneva, for exemple, is
defini.telyone of them." (CCD/pV.575, p. 18)

Romani a

for 1
intel

Turltl-
i•

(A/8
, ~

~

set
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Re. date and dUration:" in no event Inter than 1974.-1975. The optimum
duration of the conference should be determined in the 1ight of the time n~eded for
it to fulfil its mandate." (A/8817,·annex L, pp. 58-59)

Sierra Leone

Re. site: "Although it would have preferred it to be located in the third
world, any country whi ch Ls agr-eed upon by thè majority ",ill be acceptable to us. Il

(A/C.l/PV.1889, p. 13)

Spain

Re. date: "The WDC could net be conducted effectively prior ta the European
conference on security and co-operation." (A/8817, annex l, p. 61)

Re. duration: "The duration of the VlDC coul.d be one or t,...o months, ,·,ithout
prejudice to its meeting again on one or more subsequent occasions." (A/8817)

Re. site: "Oeneva mi.ght be an approprd abe site." . (A/8817)
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Re. duro.tion: For Sweden, "four to six weeks '-Tould seem to be sufficient time
for the conference. If 50 decided, a second session or perhaps sessions at regular
intervnls could be held luter." (A/88l", annex r, p. 63)

Re. site: "Geneva was the most suitable site." (A/8817, annex l, p. 63)

Turltey

"Site, date and agenda ••• shouldbe taken up during the preparatory wor1\.".
(A/8817, annex I)

Ukruinian Soviet Socialist Republic

Re. duration: "The appropriate duration of the work of the conference could be
set ut one to one and a half months." (A/8817, annex l, p. 68)

Re. site: \IDC could be convened "on the territory of aState which could
create the necessary conditions to guarantee the participation in the wor1\. of the.
conference of all countries of the world." (A/8817, annex l, p. 68; A/C.l/PV.1877)

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Re. date: "considers that a \IDC could be held within the one or t,vo years
after the completion of the necessary preparatory wor1\..

" agr-eed 'vi th the representative of Peru that the Committee' s main tas1\. was
to promote the convening of a World Disarmament Conference. His delegation did not
consider that a conference should be convened in the immediate future, since serious
and careful preparations were needed for such a conference, difficulties had to be
overcome and the participation of 0.11 States, including 0.11 the nuclear Powers, had
to be ensured. It should nevertheless be borne in mind that the United Nations had
been considering the question for three years, so that certain favourable
prerequisites existed for initiating practical preparations." (A/8817, annex I,
p. 69; A/AC.167/SR.4, p. 7)

Re. duration:" the approximate duration of the conference could be set at
one to one and a half months." (A/ 8817, annex L, p. 71)

Re. site:" the Conference could be held in a place where conditions are
such that 0.11 States in the world are able t.o participate."

United I~inp'dOl'1 of Great Britain and rlorthern Ireland

Re. date: fi ••• a ~efinite date should not be assigned to the conference until
the work of the preparatory committee has made it clear that a satisfactory basis
exists for the holding of a conference." (A/8817, annex l, p. 73)
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Re. site: In the vie,... of the United. Kinr.dolll "1'01' pra.cticul und adminitrtrative
reaeons , the appropriate site for a conference might be Ne,... York". (A/8817,
annex l, p. 73)

Yu~oslavia.

"The Government of the SFH of YU60s1avia wishes to drm... attention to the fact
thut - bearing in mind the greA.t importance of disarmament for peace, international
securdty and development in the ,...orld - the Fourth Summit Conference of non-alignecl
countries, held in Algiel's in September 1973, devoted particular attention to this
question, demandin~, in paragraph 75 of its Political Declaration, thnt a world
disarmament conference, ,...ith the participation of 0.11 States, should be convened as
soon as possible. The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia., as an active
participant in the said Conference, fully supports this s tand ;" (A/AC.167/L.2/Add.ll,
p. 1)

Re. duration:" the conference could definitely last for more than a
lllonth." (A/88l7, annex l, p. 79)

Re. site: " .•• any site ,...hich is ,'lidely acceptable and offers satisfactory
working conditions is agreeable to •.. Yugoslavia." (A/8817, annex l, p. 79)

Zambia

Re. site: Zambia "remains openminded as regards the venue of the conference,
although ,...e would prefer to have it held away from New York." (A/C.l/PV.1883,
pp. 88-90)

"
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Austria

See V.1.

Beldum

2. Structure, functions and procedures
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"only the impact and the r-esü.Lt.s of that first meeting /::-:TDC/ can tell us
whether it wculd be desirable to set up permanent machinery and to hold periodic
meetings." (A/PV.1992, p. 7)

Brazil

For Brazil, "it is still premature to t.ake any stand on the possibility of
having a conference meeting periodically". (A/PV.1995, pp. 54-55)

Bulgaria

of
th
co
Go
op

pe

Il the conference should become a permanent body. Il
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The conference "could be transformed into a permanent body, or a body working
for a number of years aareed upon by its participants. This international body
might hold a session once in two or three years and mwte recommendations to other
international 1,1rgo.nizations or commâtrtees on matters of disarmament." (A/88l7,
o.nnex I, p. 8; CCD/PV.580, p. 26)

See also VI.

Burundi

The "conference should be held at the level of heads of State or heads of
Government, who would take decisions to bring about total and complete disarmament".
(A/PV.2061, p. 11)

Byelorussio.n Soviet Socialist Republic

"the HDC should act as a permanent international forum, meeting at regular
intervals, say, once ever-;l tiolO or three years ;" (A/8817, annex I, pp. 11-12)

Canada

Now , "if it were so desired, appropriate provasaon could be made, while
conference is beinG prepared, not only for non-member States, but also for
non-governmentc.l orcanizations, private institutions, even individuals ",rith a
dffi~onstrated interest in disarmament, to make their contributions to such a
conference. " (A/PV .1987, p. 37)

Chile

VIDe; "after proceeding to a detailed consideration of al1 the aspects of the
problenl, should reach a position where it has worked out urgent practical measures,
not imposed by the majority vote of the conference, but rather accepted by all
States" . (A/PV .1990, pp. 43-45)

China

Recalling that "the Chinese Government has consistently stood for the convening
of a world conference to discuss the question of the complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of nuclear weapons,l1 China said that "as for the level of the
conference, ... Lt-.lei] still hold that it should be attended by the heads of
Government of all countries, but we are also prepared ta hear and consider different
opinions" ; (A/PV .1995, p. 31)

Cyprus

vIDC "could meet at stated intervals ta evaluate progress during the interim
periods". (A/8817, annex l, p. 16)

The VIDC is llto be convened every three or four years If there is no
possibility at present of convening a I-IDC, the only alternative is ta convene the
United Nations Disarmament Cammission ll. (A/C.l/PV.1949)
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Czechoslovf~kia

·.. -,_r..-
Il
1 {

1
1
1
1
1

" ••• ve holcl the vie,,' that it '-Tould be advisabâ.e , and even essential, ta convene
a WDC ut re,t3ulul' intervals) evcry t'.TO 01' three year-s ", (A/8817) annex L, p. 17)

1

Vlt:nved the HDC "as an international body that woul.d 'vork on a permanent baais ",
(A/C.lipv.1935, p. 36)

WDC viewed as an instrument of a temporary character. (CCD/pv.603, p. 9)

FranC0

See V.l.

German De~ocratic Republic

" . .. i t woul.d be adequate to establish the conference as a permanent body to be
perioc1ically convened in p.Lenary session every tiwo or three year's • These wor-Ld-wi de
confûrt.=l1ces to be held regularly cOuld review achievements in the field of
disarrnament, Give recoromendations for priorities in dealing with problems of
disarmument and arms limitation, and give advice for future work on new' agreements.
In addition, working connrîtrtees could be set up , as the need may arise, to deal
during and between the conferences with special disarmament issues conferred on them
by the pIena.ry session of the HDC." (A/88l7, annex II, p. 2)

Ghana

"He envisage a WDC meeting perhaps every t1'1O years, but having authori ty to set
up its own subsidiary committees as it sees fit, with participation on an equal or
equita.ble basis open to all." (A/PV.1985, p. 36)

Il we have reservations on the idea that the HDC 'should probably become a
permanent international forum active for a long time'. In our view, nothine; could
clistract more from the urgency of the Soviet proposal than this idea. For it would
mean that the peoples of the world are beine; called upon to live "rith the arras race
permanently. This should not be so. Rather the psychological momentum which the
Soviet proposaI creates for the cause of disarmament should maIce it possible and
necessary to f'ix a tirne limit for the HOC to finish its job in an identifiaple time.
ltTe (10 not care what time limit is fixed, whether 10 or 20 years. In fact, we would
consider 20 years as not unrealistic, given the difficulty of the task. Th}s is why
the linking of a ~mc with the Disarmament Decade is inescapable.

"The value of giving a definite life term to the I<7DC would also have an
important consequential effect on related matters of vital importance to
international peace and securitYoli (A/PV.1985, po 37)
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" our debate
indeed be in vain if
Nations! the ability
goals of disarmament

on the need for strengthening international security would
there were no universal willingness ta give ta 000 /United
to institutionalize ways and means for adequately. serving the
and peace-keeping." (A/C.l/PVo1832, pp. 43-45)
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1I1rhe firs't conference could fix the date fol' possible subsequent conferences. 11

(A!88l7~ annex l, p. 28)

Indonesia

\lIt is also the conviction of most Member States tha't the conference should be
convened periodically but should not detract from the disarmament negotiations
conducted e'Laewhere , Il (Aje .1!PV .1952, p. 18)

.1to.l;y:

"Af'ter the conference, that organ Lthe preparatory committeeï, or a similar one,
could remain in existence and succeed to the present eeD for the implementation of the
decisions of the conference as wel1 as for the continuation of the multilateral
negotiations which are already taldng place." (A!88l7, annex L, p. 34)

Lebanon

Lebanon "has deep apprehension about the notion that the conference may have to
hold periodic Ineetines. It may then develop into a permanent deliberative body, thus
perpetuatinB the existence of the armaments problem and consolidating the power of the
powerful nations and condemning the we~{ to permanent impotence." (A/PV.1995,
pp. 60-70)

Liberia

Il the General Assembly could consider the desirability of future meetings of
the conference and the intervals at which such l1leetings should be convened."
(A/C.l/rV.1879, p. 15)

Hexico

See II and V.1.

Mongolia

Mongolia supports "t.he v i.ev that i t '\wuldbe advisable if the WDe were ta
function as a standing international body that would be convened periodically, say,
once every t'\w or three years". (A/PV.1987, p.' 32; A/8817, annex L, p. 44)

Morocco

Morocco expressed "cer-taan doubts regarding the desirability of a ~'1De bei.ng
convened and then set up as a permanent body". (A/C.l/PV.1875, pp. 8-10)

Nepal "supports the idea that this conference sbould become an organ of the
General Assembly dealing with matterq relating to disarmament. Disarmament is one of
the most important and complicated items before the General Assembly. It would
t.her-erorc , be onIy n. pract.Lcaâ, step tq rr.ivc this J?:i:'oblem i t.s due importance and
formulate a regular body directly under and -reporting ta the General Assembly.ll
(A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 81)
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rtA W'orld conference .,. cannet be in permanerrb session." (A/PV .1996, p.. 28)

PoLand--
If agenda of \"DO necessitates, "t'fO or three sessioml.1 commi ttees

simultaneously at wor'k has to be envisnged", (CCD!PV. 5"(5)

l'iDe "for ObVlOUS reasons .. coul.d not be caâ.Led upon to pur-sue negotiations
of specifie agree.:nents al' seek to replace 'the existil1g or'gans and f'orrns of
disarn:an:ent negot.Latrions . vlhat it shoul.d do, hovever , is to make an over-all
revip.W' of the present stat.e of dâ sarmamerrt negotiations pursued in the exis't i ng
bodies and to eLaboz-ane recommendations pel~taining ta the mili tary, politi cal)
economi c and social aspecba of disarmament and, finally, to set forth priori'bies,
principles and guidelines for the future disarmament neeotiations."
(A/AC.167/L.2/Add.l, p. 3)

The WDC could be convened beriodicallz./ once ever'jT three year-s .
(A/C.l/PV.1874, p. 11)

Romani a

"The periodic convening of bhe worLd conference at two- to t.hr-ee-year
intervals woul.d make it possible to review' achievements in the field of
disarmament and t.o decide upon priority measures for each stage and the action
required for their :i.mplemente.tion, ",hile at the same time providing the
necessary framework for the effective negotiation of new disarmament
agreement s •

"In or-der to carry out the multiple tiaaks developing on the woz-Ld conference,
an intersessional disarmament eOtmcil might be established, 'vith the participation
of' aIl interested States. 'l'he Council might oper-ate through standing committees
set up for negotiations on particular cat~gories of measures, sueh as nuclear.
disarmament, partial disarmament measures, conventiona.l disarmament and general
disa.rmarnent. lI (A/88rr, annex J, p. 59)

Saudi Arabia

Regarding expenses of the WDC, /Sa,udi Arabia7 believed it "shcul.d be borne
exclusively by the nuclear Pcwers and by voluntary contributions of the non-nuclear
Power s ;" (A/PV.1985, p. 82)

'\-/DC "couldbecome a permanent body and be convened at regular Lntier-va.ts ,
every two to three years. .,. The conference coulà. also give instructions to
smaller working groups concerning discussions of disarmament mat.ters." (A/8817,
annex l, p. 68)
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Yugoslavia

Venezuela

"The conference could become a :permanent body. It could be convened at
regular intervals, for exam:ple, once every two to three years. If that were the
case, the conference would regularly draw the attention of all States to
disarmament matters and would issue recommendations concerning :problems requiring
immediate consideration." (A/8817, annex 1, p. 71; A/PV.1942, p. 56; A/PV.1978,
p , 22)

Venezuela had "serious reservations about the idea of making the conference
'a permanent international forum active for a long time'''. (A/PV.1992,:p. 32)

" •.• the WDC should hold regular sessions within specific intervals, once
every two to tQree years, depending on the decisions of the first conference and
requirements of the international community, and it could meet in extraordinary
session at the request of a certain number of States Members of the United Nations.

.1.

'. (21lkr;r-:t::lM~~~~l~~~ ,...'l~"'~~_...
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HThe permanent body .cf' the conference would be bound to work on the
implementation of its decisions and submit reports thereon, between two sessions,
to the General Assembly of the United Nations. 1I (A/8817, annex 1, pp. 79-80)

See also II.

3. Relationship to the United Nations and other disarmament bodies

Afghanistan

..

See 1.

Argentina

See 1.

Australia

"The conference should be held underthe auspdces of the United Nations."
(A/8817, annex 1, p. 3)

"There was 'no substitute for negotiation in a body of restricted size, which
ideally should number among its members the important military and ..political States
and States from the various regions of the world, and which should have access to
the type of specialist knowledge needed for this sort of work'. Sponsors of WDC
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t accept the continuance of negotiation in CCD 'or a body like it'. WDC could 'offer
~ guidance, which the smaller body \~ould take into account in its work of preparing
~' treaties'''. (A/C.l/PV.1886, pp. 26-30)

Austria

"

t
t
{

',<

.....'
rijt
t:

1
!:
\,.,

A WDC "should be held under the auspices of the United Nations. The
preparatory cOlmnittee, the conference and eventually other disarmament bodies
established by the conference should report to the General Assembly so as to keep
the Assembly informed on a continuing basis." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 5)

"The l'ole of the General Assembly would be:

in the case of the preparatory committee, the formulation of decisions
concerning date, site and modalities of the convening of the conference;

with respect of the report of the conference, its evaluation;

and with respect to later reports concerning further disarmament
negotiations, the formulation of appropriate recommendations for the
work of those bodies."

"The relationship of the preparatory committee, the conference and its future
organs with the CCD, and possibly other disarmament bodies, as well as the
definition of their respective fields of competence should be subject to careful
consideration." (A/88l7, annex I, p. 5)

Belgium

"The Conference should be held under the auspices of the United Nations •.• If
a world conference on a matter of concern to all mankind were held outside our
Organization, the prestige of the United Nations might thereby be damaged."
(A/8817, annex I, pp. 6-7)

The USSR has assured that the WDC would not reduce the importance of existing
disarmament negotiating bodies, but "we must be assured i.;hat that conception is
indeed shared by all".

"A substantive link exists" between the word of CCD and the WDC, which was
"essent.taï,", (A/PV.1992, p. 6)

WDC "must not ignore bilateral or regional efforts in the field of arms
reduction or disarmament". (A/88l7, annex I, p. 6)

"The General Assembly" has a full-fledged subsidiary body, the Disarmament
Commission ••• which could perhaps be called upon to resume its activities". Tt
"would be a very simple decision, requiring very few formalities". (A/PV.1992,
p. 6)
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See also 1.

Bulgaria 1
•

Il: UI 1 "' ••.••Ul iU ai4: ~

Brazil

WDC "could be held only under the auspices of the United Nations. That
would be the way to ensure that the proceedings of the conference and its possible
results would strictly conform to the purposes and principles of the Charter, thus
guaranteeing respect for certain political considerations dear to all Member states,
and particularly important for the medium-sized and small Povers'", (A/C.l/PV.1878,
p. 43)

wnc "should in no way adversely affect the work of either the CCD or the
First Committee of the General Assembly. All care should be exercised in order
to avoid steps that could weaken or by-pass the existing United Nations machinery
in the field of disarmament". (A/PV.1995, p. 52)

" the conference would be the logical continuation of their /other forms of
talks7 activity; it would be complementary and serve to activate their efforts."
(A/PV.1985, p. 52)

.' M!_ fi _ri
1.
Il

1

1

1

1

"'l'he preparations for and the work of the conference must accordingly be
carried out with the active assistance of the United Nations, in particular with
regard to the settlement of certain organizational and financial questions."
(A/8817, annex 1, p. 9)

See also II.

Burundf

"WDC should replac.e the CCD so that the fundamentaJ. problems of disarmament
should no longer be discussed outside the framework of the United Nations".
(A/PV.2l37, p. 87)

'.
of< •

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic

"Converring of a WDC does not in any way presuppose substitution for or
minimization of the discussions which are conducted through other channels, in
the CCD or on a bilateral basis." (A/C.l/PV.1876, p. 32)

CE:'Jlada

WDC "would be organized, and function within the framework of the United
Nations, in accordance with i ts established practice and procedures." (A/8817,
annex 1, p. 14)

"Study must also be made of the possible future relationship between any
:pl'':paratory body for sueh a conference and" the CCD. (CCD/PV.58l, p. 13)

-127-



See also V.2.
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There should be assurance that "the calling of sueh a conference would not
give cause for delay to specifie arms control or disarmament negotiations underway
elsewhere" (A/88l7, annex l, p. 13; A/PV.1987; A/C.l/PV.1875)
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" any duplication of the work of any organ of the United Nations vouï.d be
eX'presslyavoided". (A/C.l/PV.1880, p. 17)

China

"Our Committee /CCD! could be helpful in the preparation of background materia:::'
as well as in other measures concerning the ~mc. In order to make the work of the
conference easier, it will be good if it is provided with perfect information en
achievements, proposals and discussions in ~,u iividual fields of disarmamen'li talks
held sa far." (CCD/PV.550, p. 6; ccn/pv.567)

Czechoslovakia

Cyprus

WDC Ilbe held within the framework of the United Nations".
annex l, p. 17)

"The WDC should not be called upon to substitute its work for the activities
of other organs, such as the CCD or other undertakings such as the bilateral
conversations between the United States and the Soviet Union, or the treaties ­
both world-wide and regional - on specifie aspects of disarmament." (A/PV.1990,
p. 41)

Il the conference, and any other disarmament forum at present existing or
to be created, must be organically related to the United Nations, which ultimately
ls charged with the responsibility for world disarmament and for the maintenance of
international peace and security. Any attempt to set up the conference outside the
framework of the United Nations would result in parallelism, contradiction and
diffusion of efforts". (A/PV.1996, p. 23; A/88l7, annex I)

" ••• in the meantime, current bilateral or multilateral disarmament
negotiations should be encouraged to continue". (A/88l7, annex L, p. 16)

Recalling that "the Chinese Government has consistently stood for the
convening of a world conference to discuss the question of a complete prohibition
and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons", China said that "as to whether it
should be convened inside or outside the United Nations, this ~lestion is open for
discussion and consultation". (A/PV .1995, pp. 32-35)
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"The holding of a wnc ••• should not lead to a disruption of the activities
of existing organs with regard to the discussion of disarmament questions, and this
applies particu1arly to those œgans which by their activities have achieved useful
resu1ts. l have in mind primari1y the CCD." (A/C.l/PV.1834, p. 31) .

Denmark

The wnc shou1èl be he.ld "under the auspices of the United Nations". (A/8817,
annex 1, p. 19; A/C.1/PV.1829)

"A wnc shou1d in no wa:y reduce the importance of those organs and channe1s
for disarmament negotiations which are a1ready being used, '\ (A/C.1/PV.1884, p. 62)

Ecuador

n be1ieves that the CCD shou1d .be retained as a negotiating organ
independent of any preparatory organ for the conference that might be convened".
(A/C.1/PV.1883, p. 36)

Egypt

The VIDe should be he1d "under the auspices of the United Nations". (A/8817,
annex 1, p. 21)

The HDC "does not seek to stop the work in any of those forums" (existing
bilateral or multi1ateral forums). (A/PV.1985, p. 11)

El Sa1vad.or

. "We favour a HDC so long as it is prepared and convened by the United Nations,
as an undertaking of the United Nations and as a way of invigorating the system of
collective security advocated in the Charter of the United Nations. Il (A/PV.1994,
p. 21)

Fin1and

The WDC should be held "under the auspices of the United Nations".

"The WDC should ... be regarded not as an alternative avenue of approach but
as a corollary to the valuable work of the CCD in Geneva ." (A/AC.167/L.2,
annex, p. 5; A/PV.2045~ pp. 73-7~)

" a \oIDC cannot be conceived in a manner that would in effect disturb the
established negotiating patterns which by tangible results have proved their
usefulness in disarmament work. • .• The intention with a VIDC would be rather to
give new inspiration and impetus to this work by giving the international community
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an opportunity to rededicate itself to the aims of general and complete
disarmament, which remains the ultimate goal of all disarmament efforts".
(A/c.1/Pv.1882, p. 22)

France

"Since the Charter confers on the United Nations General Assembly and the
Security Councilresponsibilities in t~e field of disarmament, it would be
desirable to maintain close contact between the world conference and the United
Nations, which, moreover, could lend the conference logistic support. 1l (A/88l7,
annex L, p. 24)

Germany. Federal Republic of

"There ought to be agreement that the conference should not impair the
current bilateral and multilateral negotiations in the field of disarmament and
arms control." (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 4)

Ghana

a

report
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India
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" the proposed \IDC should operate within the framework of the United Nations
and that it should serve as a supplementary organ to those existing at present and
provide the forum where all states can deliberate on the principle of equ~lity and
universality, on all disarmament problems". (A/c.l/PV.1883, p. 58)

" •.• we cannot agree to the suggestion that it /HDC7 can exist side by side
with already existing Inon-UN! forums and channels which are being used at present
for disarmament negotiations~ ••• these existing forums are dominated by the two
super-Powers, which have actually not addressed themselves seriously to
disarmament programmes as such, and are not sufficiently open and representative.
These existing institutions, therefore, if they are to be used at all, will have
to be modified and their terms of reference and procedures of work revised if we
are to reach the goal of general and complete disarmament". (A/PV.1985, pp. 26-40)

See also V.2.

Greece
1"

See I.

l> 1
i

Hungary

" the conference ought somehow to be in close connexion with the United
Nations Organization. . .• There is every justification for the conference to"~

convened and for the principles of its deliberations to be evolved in agreemen~

with the General Assembly of the United Nations, as well as for the General
Assembly - also with the object of taking an adequate stand - to receive a detailed
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report on the activities and results of the conference. Responsibility for
orgonizina the preparation of the conference, for paying the expenses of the
oraonization and holding of the conference should be assumed by the United Nations
Organization" •

" ••• the Committee on Disarmament could play a constructive role in the
preparation of such an international conrerenoe", (ceD/PV. 577, p. 13)

11••• a ''!DC could give a new impetus to disarmament talks held in various forums
on the bilateral, regional or multilateral level ll

• (A/C.l/PV.1938, pp. 3-5)

11••• the preparation and holding of a \vnc dces not diminish the importance of
those disarmament f::>rums io1hich exist today or which may be brought into being in
the future". (A/C.l!PV.1875~ p. 41)

lndia

'~DC "open to al.L States should be organized by, and heId under, the auspices
of 'che United Nations 11. (A/8817, annex L, p. 32)

lndia lIfinds it difficult to accept the argument advanced by a nuclear-weapon
nation that a conference of this kind is unneceas ary" as the opportunities are
available in the First Committee, "because al.L States are not Members of the
United Nations 11. Neither does Tnd'ia accept the argument of "adver-se repercussions
on the constructive negotiations ll in CCD. (A/C.l/PV.1880, pp. 13-15)

lt vas lIwidely recognized that there should be a smal.L negotiating body that
could twte up the guidelines developed in the deliberative forums and conduct
serious and detailed discussions on specifie problems and issues with a view to
exploring the possibility of negotiating internationally binding instruments for
achieving progress towards the realization of global security based on
disarmament. lt is also recognized that the Committee on Disarmament needs to
attract the participation of two nuc'Lear-œe apon States ,so that it can become a
better and more effective instrument of disarmament negotiations". (A!C.l!PV.1953,
p. 43; A/PV.1990)

Hoped that "ideas and principles emanating from the WDC would strengthen the
COD .~'. stimulate and further strengthen aIl bilateral and multilateral efforts
and negotiations" and "complement and not duplicate such efforts". (A/C.I!PV.1880,
pp. 13-15)

"lt is essential that multilateral disarmament discussions should be further
intensified on both the deliberative and negotiating planes, and a link should
be maintained between the various deliberative forums and the negotiating body."
(A/8817, annex l, p. 30)

CCD' s worlc in the future would be "on the basis of the guidelines and
priorities that would be developed at a \'IDC". (A/8817, annex L, p. 31)

-131-

1

1
~
t:

(J•....•..•t,
i­
l,

, i

I
i,.;
. ,".
,
,'~

l,'l'~r
"

, .
-e



- . - . . ..

~!~

1
1

1
i

Indonesia

"It should be held under the auspices of the United Nations." (A!PV.1962 ,
p. 32)

" ••• a permanent institutional link should he foraed between this disarmament
conference and the United Nations. There has heen broad agreement in past years
that the control organ ta review progress and supervise any disarmament treaty
should come under the aegis of the Security Couneil. By resolution 1722 (XVI), the
General Assembly recommended that disarmament should he earried out under'effeetive
international control'. Ta the Indonesian delegation, this can only nleen within
the United Nations." (A!PV.1989, p. 47)

See also III.

Iran

" it does not seem ta us ta be desirable ta scatter disarmament efforts.xxx
it would he disastrous ta compromise work already under way, even if its

results are minimal." (A/PV.1990, pp. 46-47)

"Accordingly, ••. any disarmament conference must be envisaged in the
framework and under the auspices of the United Nations." (A/PV.1990, p. 48)

Ireland

:

.

,;

;
1

apprr
therl
the'
endo

as 1
impa:

for
meas
foru

acti
in a
with
l'ole

bil~

like
dis!:
(A/c

Nati
its
oe s

not
In t
for
its

~. ~

! !,

(A!8817,

a strong impetus to
preparatory part in

-132-

"Theil' presence !China and France! would not only impart
work but also fully equip this conference !CCD! ta play a
organization of a WDC." (CCD!PV.547, p. 16) -

"We would need ta he convinced that a "IDC could achieve more success in
resolving the difficulties than the forums mentioned !First Committee, Disarmament
Commission, CCD! and that indeed it would not hamper the important work of the
CCD.l! (A!PV.1987 , p. 43)

"At a stage when the pr-eparatory arrangements for a WDC might he proceeding,
there should be no slackening of the disarmament work of the United Nations and of
the CCD and their l'ales and relationships with the proposed conference would need
to be carefully negotiated and clearly established." (A!PV.1987, p. 46)

The \olDC should be held "under the aegis of the United Nations".
annex l, p. 34)

Italy

our
the



Ivory Coast

" ••• the United Nations) which is coming close to universality) is the most
appropriate frame''1orlt wHhin which such a conference should be held) and it is
therefo~e under its aegis that the conference should take place ••• Results lof
the wnc/ should be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration and
endorsement." (A//C.l/PV.1899) p. 8)

Japan

Il the conference could be held under the· auspices of the United Nations
as long as the possibility of participation of all States in the conference is not
impaired thereby.

" .•. The convening of a wnc and the establishment of a preparatory committee
for such a conference should in no 'vay delay the negotiation of concrete disarmament
measures in the existing forums) nor should it prejudice the functions of these
forums." (A/88l7) annex 1) p. 35)

The conference "should be held in such a manner that it will not prejudice the
activities of this Committee /ccn7 ••• and ••• should malte a positive contribution
in advancing disarmament negotiations as a whole by maintaining systematic liaison
with 'l:.his Committee .••• He consider that this Committee could play an important
role in the preparations for such a conference." (cCn/PV.562) p. 9)

"The conference should be held ..• under the auspices of the United
Nations. The Secretariat of the working committee of experts should co-ordinate
its work with the United Nations Secretariat) and the final report of the WDC should
be submitted to the United Nations. Il (A/AC.167/L.2, annex, p. 8; A/8817/Add.l, p. 3)

Il the conference should take place under the aegis of the United Nations,
not outside it. The United Nations should serve as its umbrella, and sUGtain it.
In that way the conference would not be in conflict with the Organization' s efforts
for disarmament or a duplication of its activities, but a complementary factor in
its crusade for total disarmament. 11 (A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 48)

Kuwait holds that "the HDC should not preclude any regional arrangement or
bilateral accord designed to curb the arms race. In fact, such bilateral accords ~

like that recently achieved in Moscow, play a cardinal role in the field of
disarmament, sometimes more important than public debate in this very Committee."
(A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 48)

See also III.
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Lebanon

"The conference should be held 'vithin the framework of the United Nations •••
the necessary consultations and preparations must be made within that framework,
and ••• the General Assembly and the CCD must continue to play a principal role in
its conçluct." (A/C.l/PV.1840, pp. 6-7)

See also III.

Liberia

" a WDC should be established as an important body of the United Nations ll
•

(A/PV.205l, p. 53)

Malaysia

Malaysia "reiterates its support for the convening of a WDC under the auspices
of the United Nations ll

• (A/PV.2l45)

lIWe cannot conceive of the WDC being held outside its only appropriate
f'r'amework , the United Nations." (A/C.l/PV .1889, p. 7)

Mexico

11 it would seem advisable •.• for the conference to recommend to the
General Assembly that in future there should be three main organs for the promotion
of disarmament: (a) The General Assembly ••. the supreme organ, would reèeive and
eonsider reports from the other two, which it could entrust '-lith specifie tasks;
(b) the liDC replacing the Disarmament Commission, which would be dissolved in
order to avoid duplication and for other obvious reasons - '-lould be open to 'all
States'; .•. (c) a negotiating body of about 30 membe~s, preferably the CCD •••
Naturally, for this to be possible, various changes wou.Ld ha.ve ta be made '-lhich
woul.d both increase its /t'he CCD' s7 effectiveness and enable China and France to
take part in its wor-k ;" -(A/88l7,-annex L, p. 38)

Il the \-IDC is not intended to replace but, on the contrary, to strengthèn
the negotiating organ of limited membership, whether or not it keeps its name of
CCD or is given a different name. Nor will the holding of the conference in any
way jeopardize the continuation of bilateral negotiations." (A/C.l/PV.1872, p. 12)

Il ••• the Conference could serve as an instrument to ensure the reorganization
of the CCD, making whatever structural or proeeduro.l changes are necessary so that
it [the CCD/ can become an effective body." (A/C.l/PV.1872, pp. 8-10)

See o.lso III.

Mongolia

Hcnr:.:olia "shares the view that the idea of conven i ng a I·mc should not have as
its goal' the infrinr;ing or diminishing of the s i ("ni f'Lcan ce of the var-Lous taJk5 and.
agreements that are at present go i ng uU ou Lbc subjeet of disarmamerrt , and this
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included the tallts goine on ,,,ithin the framework of the Geneva Disarmo.rnent
Committee". (A/PV.1987, p. 32; A/88l7, annex l, p. 45)

Morocco

IlThe,mC should be held under the auspices of the United Nations, but 0.11
countries of the ,,,orld should participo.te." (A/88l7, annex L, p. 46)

See also III.

Nepal

See V.2.

Netherlands

"A '~DC should be held within the framework of the United Nations, thus
emphasizing the main responsibility of the United Nations in the field of
disarmament." (A/PV.1995, p. 62)

"The preparation of a i'mc shoul.d .not hamper the work of the CCD, although
the latter conference might be readjusted as to its structure, composition and
procedures." (A/PV.1995, p. 62)

"lt may well be that one , Q.f. the main results of a i'mc would be the
institution of a new negotiating body for disarmament as a suitable successor
to the CCD." (A/C.l/PV.1873, p. 16)

New Zealand

\

~

".1..'.·.
'J
i
.~

il
r

['

t·

" the WDC should be held under United Nations auspices." (A/88l7, annex l,

Il consideration of the proposaj.. for a i'mc should •.. be without prejudice
to the ongoing work on disarmament in the CCD. il (A/88l7, annex l, p. 48)

Nigeria

A WDC "should operate within the framework of the United Nations".
(A/C.l/PV.1875, p. 62)

"
p. 62)

Norway

a WDC should not be a forum designed to replace the CCD." (A/C.l/PV.1875,

" a possible WDC should be held under the auspices of the United Nations."
(A/88l7, annex l, p. 50)
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" ••• the preparation and convenâng of such a conference /shouJ.d7 not delay
or hamper the various ongoing arms control and disal'mament tolIts." -(A/88l7,
annex L, p. 50)

''li'"

Rome

Pakistan

"If it is envisaged that the conference should be outside the United Nations
framework, complex questions concerning pr~paratory work, organization, venue and
financing '"ill arise which are not susceptible to easy solutions." (A/PV.1953,
p. 41)

Peru
'-

The WDC should be held "under the auspices of the United Nations and in the
most universal framework possible". (A/PV.1996, pp. 14-15)

Philippines

The HDC "shouJ.d either be held under the auspices of the United Nations or
be organically related to it.

"Thought should be given to the activation for this purpose of the Disarmament
Commission. 1l (A/PV.1959, p. 36)

Although the wnc "might well serve several purposes, including that of a
timely review of the progress made thus far towards disarmament, it could in no
way take the place of the kind of detailed working out of specifie problems that
is now being done in the CCD". (A/PV.1959, pp. 35-36)

Poland

The work of the CCD "itself would benefit from the preparations for the WDC,
it would take on a new momentum for consideration and more effective solution of
the problems on our agenda". (CCD/PV.59l, p. 19)

CCD was qualified not only to help prepare for the convening of WDC "but also
to fol10w and translate its recommendations into practica1 terms of specifie draft
agreements". (A/C.l/PV.1935, p. 8) "

For Poland "the existing or possible future disarmament forums and the WDC
would constitute mutually eomplementary and co-operating organs". (A/8817, annex l,
p. 55)

WDC "wouJ.d not replace the existing maehinery for disarmament negotiations".

CCD eould be designated. as "its permanent organ" eonducting "disarmament
negotiations entrusted to it" by the WDC. (A/C.1/PV.1874, p. 12)

See a1so III.
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Romania

" the conference should be prepa.red and held under the auspices of the
United Nations. Reeulal' links '\-Tould eventually be established between the United
Nations and the vor'Ld conrerence ," (11./8817, annex L, p. 60)

See also II.

Sierra Leone

Endorsed proposal of HDC "at the level of the United Nations".

For Sierra Leone, the WDC llneed not prejudice the usefulness of such machinery
for di s armamérrt nep.:otiations" as the CCD and other disarmament bodies.
(A/C.l/PV.1889, p. 13)

\\IDC "ahoul.d be independent of the United rlations, although appropriate
co-ordina.tion should be maintained between any body whi ch may result from it and
the United N~~ions. The United Nations should provide assistance to the
preparations for the conference in the form of technical and, if possible,
financial collaboration." (11./8817, annex l, p. 61)

Il very special care should be taken to maintain the necessary flexibility
50 that the conference will make possible and promot.e , rather than interfere with,
the parallel holding of bilateral or multi1ateral talks betweell the great Powers
on specifie aspects of disarmament which affect them particularly, without prejudice
ta the appropria.te exchange of information and necessary co-ordination between the
t,vo levels of negot i at.Lons ;" (11./8817, annex L, p. 61)

In the viev of S,.eden, the vlDC "ccul.d most appropriately and advarrtageousLy
take place ,.ithin the framework of the United Nations." (A/PV.1989, p. 17)

For Sweden, "the future l'ole of the CCD, which in its present form has proven
regrettably unproductive, or its substitution by somenew central negotiating body,
should be decided in the light of a thoroughgoing general examination, preferab1y
at the HDC or, possib1y, in the Disarmament Commission of the United Nations".
(A/C.1/PV.1941, p. 53)

Syrian Arab Repub1ic

The WDC should be "he1d under the auspices of the United Nations".

tlThe fear that 0, conference may do h8"'1.1 to the existing bodies dea1ing wi th
disarmament is ... p:reat1y al1ayed by the t'act t ha't the preparation for the
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conference has necessarily to take into account all the grounfu~ork laid by these
var-Lous bodies. The conference ''1O'Ll1d thus strene;then their tiask , and not undernrlne
it." (A!C.l!PV.1887, p. 6) N.

Turkey

"Shar'es ,.,ith many other delegations the vi ew that such a conference woul.d more
effectively serve the purposes of the Disarmament Decade if it is convened within
the United Nations. 1I (A!PV.199!~, p. 7; A!8817, annex I)

An "important question in connexion with the HDC is the relationship be'tween
the conference and the disarlllamentforums whâ ch already exist. ''lhi1e i'b is
important to define the link between the CCD and the proposed conference, before
the conference convenes , care should be tiaken not to hamper the vork of the CCD in
any way", (A!PV.1994, p. 7 )

, C
1 t'
\
j bl-

li
a

,~~ ; U-

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

United Nations "could and should play an active and constructive l'ole in the
preparations for and the holding of the conference, in particular, in ensuring that
the organizational and financial questions connected with the holding of a vIDC are
settled. 1l (A/8817, annex 1, p. 68)

HDC "in no '~ay dimini .hes the importance of the international organs and forms
for disarmament negotiations which have been used hitherto and which are still being
used not without success. On the other hand, a WDC would logically supplement the
work on disarmament, provide a further impetus and open new per-spectdvei".
(A/8817, annex l, p. 67; A/C.1/PV.1877)

(

1
a

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

. The USSR "Ls ready .•• to accept the pr-opos aâ that the HDC be carried out
within the t'ramework of the United Nations". (A/PV.1996, p. 57)

Considers "that the convening of a conference of nucLear Pover-s could onLy
promote the successful holding of a ~VDC!l. The t,'1O meetings should not "be made
dependent on each other". (A/8817, annex l, p. 67)

v

f

s
e
1:
(

l

"
l
l
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(

it is necessary to keep the CCD." (A/C.l!PV.1877,"Convinced that
pp. 48-50)

The WDC "shoul.d in ne way detract from the importance of forums and channels
for disarmament negotiations which are being used at present, including the CCD.
nIe recomrnendations and decisions of the world conference could become a new and
effective incentive for conti.nuing and activating such talks". (A/PV.1978,
pp. 18-20; CCD/pv.604, p. la; CCD/PV.585, p. 22; CCD/PV.545, p. 24)
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United Kin(.;~om of Great Britain and Norther!! Ireland

The United Kingdom believes that the HDC "should be. held within the United
Nations framework". (A/8817, annex l, p. 73; A/PV.1990)

"If a HDC were held. it would be able to revie,'1 the efforts and the
composition of the CCD and it roiBht be in a position to make recommendations for
the continuation and the expansion of the vor'k of that body either in an enlarged
body based on the,t conference or in a new continuine; group which coul.d take over
and cont.inue the work which the CCD has been doing." (A/C.l/PV.18n, p. 17)

Unite? Republic of Cameroon

The 'HDC should be convened "under the aegis of the United Nations".
(A/C.l/PV.1884, pp. 69-70)

United Republic of Tanzania

Bee I.

Uruguay

The Imc should be organized and held "within the framework of the Organization".
(A/C. l/PV. 1841, pp. 13-15)

Uruguay "believes that the holding of a \\IDC should, over the long term and
looking beyond the present, result in replacement of the CCD by whatever organ such
a conference may decide upon"; (A/C.l/PV.1876, p. 12)

Venezuela

The \\IDe "should be held under the aegis of, and within the institutional
framework of, the United Natriona'", (A!PV.1992, p. 31)

" we insisted that for th:i..s Disarmament Decade it was necessary to have a
strategy too. In application of the principles and programmes for action to be
deter.IDÏned by the Conference, the straxegy should in the opinion of our delegation
be entrusted to a permanent United Nations organ. 'He have ta think of a subsidiary
organ of the Assembly, able to continue the task of the present CCD, with the
participation of 0.11 the nuclear Powers and major military and economic Powers,
with the adequate representation of the major geographical areas and the various
political positions and stands. That organ, with the present title, "Commftrbee on
Dî aarmamerrt!", or with ano'bher: title if that is deemed to be necessary, woul.d report
annually to the General Assembly or ta a revitalized Disarmament Commission made up
of 0.11 United Nations Members, which could meet periodically. Finally, the WDC
could meet whenever the General Assembly considered that there werereasons to hold
it and whenever political circumstances were propitious for it." (A!PV.1992,'
pp. 33-35)
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n ••• bhere should be a negotiating body that 'l'ould have genero.lly spealting,
the sorne mandate as that given to the CCD. This organ should be cr-eatied by the
General Assembly; it shoul.d have a limited compcdition and shou'Ld 'he composed ct'
all the -nucâear Pover's as well as Stat~s ohcsen on the baafs of political and
geogr-aphLcaf, representation that should be par'tially r'enewed every three or four
years so 'chat other St:ates would be allO'\-1(~d to participute in the '''01'11:: of the
group ,dthout af'fecting the continuity."

" ••• The organ that could replace the present CCD could be more briefly
entitled the disarmament committee."

"We woul.d suggest that the Disarmament Commission be revitalized so that it
could periodically and with more time than the Assembly can muster, study the
progress achdeved and give guidelines, for future ,york of the Committee. "
(A/C.l/PV.1842, p. 26.)

Yu(~oslavia

"A WDC should work under the auspices of the Unit.ed Nations."
(A/88l7, annex l, p. 79)

" ••• it ,,,ill also be necessary to cons Ldar the l'ole '"hioh the United Nations
Commission on Disarmament 'fOuld have ta rerfol'm with a view to enabâdng a number
of countries ta contrrfbute actively to the preparations for this Conference."
(CCD/PV.548, p. 8)

Zambia

The ,.,DC "should be held under the auspices of the United Nations ",
(A/C.l/PV.1883, p. 87.

VI. Other questions

Algeria

General Assembly resolution setti.. . up the Ad Hoc Committee "was adopted at
a time when it had appeared aJ.most impossible to convene" the WDC "because of
epposition to the idea. The group of non-aligned countries had been very concerned
about the difficulty of implementing the General Assembly's decision, which it
regarded as the culmination of the efforts made in the field of disarmament and
felt it was very important not ta abandon the Ldea, The task of the Committee was
therefore ta ma~e the conference possible by overcoming the obstacles ta convening
it rather than t.o make practical arrangements". (A/AC.167/SB.2, pp. 9-10)

"It woul.d not be a prepa.ratory committee Il of the WDC, "but a body having t.he
task of pinpointing difficulties in the way of calling the conference, analysing
them and trying to f'ind ways and means to overcome them"• (A/C.l/PV.1880, pp. 8-10)
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Arp;entinu

11••• it might perhaps be possible to esto.blish a ,,,orldnB group ·..,0 prepare
a draft or ut Least, S\lgeest the basis for a discussion which '~ould assist the
Committee in its preparo.tion of the report to be subnlitted to the twenty-ninth
session of the General Assembly. The membership of such a working group would
obviously be based on equitable geographical distribution, and its duration 'vould
be limited to about one monthll

• (A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 5)

11••• had no precQnceived ideas about the composition of the group. lt might
be envisaged as a small group of 8 to 10 m, nbers, selected in accordance with the
principle of equitable geographical distribution. lts terms of reference would
be to prepare on the basis of the documents prepared by the Secretariat and other
relevant docwûents (for example, statements by non-aligned countries at the
Ddsarmamerrt Conference), a draft report ,~hich the Committee would adopt by
consensus before transmitting it to the General Assembly". (A/AC.167/SR.3, p. 10)

Austria

11 the maj or problem facing the Committee vas that of exanurn.ng conditions
for the l'ealization of the conference". (A/AC.167/SR.4, p. 2)

lIIf the Committee succeeded in providing the basis for a General Assembly
decision on the procedures for preparing a conference, it would have accomplished
a good deal. Hovever , it should not lose sight of its ultimate aim, 'vhich was
disarmament and not merely the convening of a conference on the subject. ll

(A/AC.167/SR.4, p. 3)

See also I.

Bra:~il

llThe Committee should endeavour to define the conditions required for the
convening of a conference and, if necessary, set forth the reasons why such
conference could not be cOllvened. lI (A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 13)

llAlthough it vas not the Committee' s task to prepare for a HDC, the fact that
it was to consider the conditions required for the realization of such a conference
was a positive step tmvards its convening. Examination of those conditions was a
political rather than a procedural task, particularly if the participation of 0.11
nuclear Powers vas included as an essential condition ••• ".
(A/AC.167/SR.5, pp. 13-14)

Brazil "had no obj ection in principle to the establishment of a 'vorking
group. However, the Committee would be in a much better position ta take a
decision on the establishment of such a group after its June sessionll

•

(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 14)
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.". •• tht.' distl'ilmtion ot' aeaba in 'cha 1\(1 lIoc. Commihtef.' i8 no'c cntil'ely
bulunced" und "",i1l not be considercü by my de),cgo;t;ion us a vo.lid precedent fol'
the c()mposition" of an;'{ f'uhure cOlrdnittee on 'chis question". (JVC.l/l'V.198~, p. 31)

Bulguria.

" ••• all the nuoüear Povers should pal'ticipnte inbhe ,%rlt of th(> Committee".
(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 12) .

Byelol'ussian Soviet Socinlist Herublic

"The development and intensification of 'the prccese of dGtentc in international
relations at the present til1le malte it imperutive to to.lte steps toconvene as saon
as possible such a ,,,,orld fol'WU ut vhich all States of the ''''01'1<1 ,"'ithout any
discrimination and on un equal, basds coulù participat<:l in the considero;tion of
questions relating ta disul'mament, anû JOln efforts in 'the seur-ch for ,mys of
furt~ler advanc ing a solution to thls probï.em vhd oh is of vitnl imDortancc ta all
peoples. The Byelorussian SSR conafdcrs thut the Ad Hoc Comnritrbee and its practical
uctivities ,.Jill prcmotie the abt ai.nmenb oi' this uim." CtVAC.H57/L.2, annex , p.l)

Canada

The Ad Ito,c "committee is not a prepuratory committee for a \WC".
(A/C.l/PV.1985, p. 17)

Chile

" •.• the Ad Hoc Committee should avoid the t,.,o extremes of convendng the
conference too hastily with unsuccessful results or postponinG it indefinitely
because the necessary pre-conditions had not been met". (A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 15)

China

"The task of the Ad Hoc Committee to be established ••• will be to examine
all the views and suggestions expressed by Governments on the convening of Il WLC ••
••• The Committee's report to the General Assembly will be on the basis of
consensus."

"Moreover, in the course of the consultations on the draft resolution •••
the co-sponsors have made it c1ear that the Ad Hoc Committee will not be a
preparatory organ of the WDC. Therefore, any attempt to turn the Ad Hoc Committee
into a preparatory organ ••• will be in total violation of the letter and spirit
of the resolution and is, therefore, impermissible." (A/C.l/PV.1985, pp. 18-20)

China "agrees ta maintain contact with the Ad Hoc Committee and exchange
views on the questiun of disarmament". (A/C.l/PV.1985)
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Colombiu

"The Ad Hoc Committee should not paso judRement on the nucâ ear' Power-a but
creabe the interno.tioMl aumosphero needed to convene the conference."
(A/AC.lo'"r/SR.5, p. J.5)"

Cyprus

" .•. Ad Hoc Committee to malte furthor recommendations to the General Assembly
in respect-of th(;' esscntial demands of the conference, before a preparatory
committee can be estalllished". (A/C.1/PV .1882, p. TT)

Germany. Federal ROl)ublic of

'''l'11e ,.,orlt of the Ad Hoc Committee should indicate whether such a. conference
can be expected to produëëConcrete r esul.t s ;" (A/AC.167/L.2, annex. p. l~)

llun~ary

1

1
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" a1J. the condi"tions are r,iven for the successful '\>Torll: of the Ad Hoc
Committee vhich vas established to prepare the v!orld Disarmament Conference".
(A/AC.167/L.2/Add.3, p. 2)

India

"The sugRestion l cgardinr the appointment of a ,varkinr, group vas valuable; as
El sma1J.eJ.' 110dy, tl:.,: p,roup wouLd be able to contact delegations and negot.Lat e ,o1Hh
them more quickly and YTith greater flexibility and chances of succes s , II

(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 8)

"The main immediate probLem vas to ensure the participation of the t,,,o other
nucl ear-weapon States in the Committee's ,vorl\. and later at the vmc."
(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 8) ~.'

Lebanon

"The efforts of the Conunittee would , .. be pointless without the co-operation
of the great nuc Lear Pover s , since they were the ones that had the weapons , Theil'
help vas essential because peace and security were at issue and also because those
States had certain res}:onsibilities under the Charter and. were permanent members
of the Security Counci L." (A/AC.167/SR.3)

Ne'" Zealand

Ne," Zealand hoped "~jha.t the Cornmittee can help bring a r enewed sense of
urgency and commitment to the who'l,e question of arms limitation. Its mandate
offers a welcome opportunity ta enlist the co-operation of the nuclear Powers
that have in the past remained outside the United Nations work in this field, to
its detrirnent. 'l'he preparations for a. WDC and the conference itself also provide
a focus for the efforts of the smaller nations which are not members of existing
forums.
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". •• the Conuui'btee 1s f'irs't. tns1\: \'1ould ue to s tuû,y tlll' rcmi tiona yf the
rnilitarily sianificant S'cutes, beurine in minù 'the cOIT.r,1i tmcntn mu to tawurds urms
conbroâ , some in binding Legal. rorm ,dth u vio\~ ta identif'yine the ccmnon ero1.lnd
and ta maIdng suggestions for \"IlYS in ,,,hich con:f'licting a:tt.ituùQS cmlld be
reconcilcd. • •• it shcul.d be seen as un enüoavour bo uooiut th~\ prccecs \)1'
translating commitments of pl'ineiple into ccncret.e moasur-eu , nt.n~enùintJ on the
progress made, the Committee might move bovarûs a Joclo.rution of objecti.vas ta be
put before a ,,,orld conference.

", •• the Committee lllUY ,,,ish ta molto z-ecommendat.aone oc to \olheijhel' cxürtinr,
negotiating forums ahoul.d be revised or uhebhe r nev machfnery would be
appropriate.

Il ••• it is hoped that the COlluni'btee ,,,ill al.eo have in mind bhe l'elevnnca
that various regional arrangements or proposaâ.s under s't,ully bave be the pursuit of
global stubility and security and seem to promo-he th~ ncC':uGsar:{ interml.tionul
backing for such endeavours". (A/AC.167/L.2, pp. 9-10)

Peru

In the view of Peru "the obstacles ta the convcning of Il HDC vere not
procedural obstacles but rathcr difficulties of' Il politicul chai-acter- which
derived from the different attitudes t.cvards the eonf'erence tihat; had been t(1tvn by
the nuclear Power-s , Once the political problems had been r~solved , the proceduro.l
problems voul.d disappear. • •• The real vork of the Commi.bbee would probabây
take place outside the Committee itself - in other ,,,ardu ~ in its inf'ormal
contacts with the nuclear Powers. The Committee' D tel'ms of reference did not
therefo:re reveal the true significance of its wOl'k. Excesf.lÎve Impor-tnnce must
not. be given ta its methods of '''01'1\.''. (AI AC .167 IOR. 3, pp. )-G)

Romania

"It vas essential for the activities of the 1\,1 Hoc Cc.ITlT:Jit-ce::e ta 1)(; endor-s cd
by all States, not only tihose that were members ofthë ('or:t1nittee. The latter' s
mandate) which vas set out in paragraph 1 of Oeneral, A88,-:mbly l'esolution
3183 (XXVIII), was only a beginning, but H must be c~l,rried out ta the letter. Il ­

(A/AC.167/sR.4, p. 6)

Sierra Leone

See III.

Spain

", •• one of' the conditions whi ch tl.e Ad Hoc Committee should atudy as a
matter of particular urgency , seeking for that pur-pose the co-operation of the
States possessing nuclear weapons, is the establishment of a system of
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conuultations und co..ordinution amoug the ttlree levels of '-Ihich negotiations for
dis61'mumemli are baina undül'tuk~n, nameây , the bilntero.l llNt"ll, the reeional lev01 ­
both ganeral and us betiveen alliances - and the int(œno.tionEll Leveû , princil1ully
in the United Nutioml. Once such a s~rJ'tem ••• has been esta'blished, it will be
eusicr to pl.'occud ta the followinr; stage, at wnich discussions voùl.d be held, in the
appropl'iutc ft>rum, on the pl'eparo.tol'y measures 1\)1" the convenina of the world
conference". (A/AC.16'r/t.2, annex , p. 10)

Suedc.m "suppor'ted the: idee. of esto.blishing a wo:ddng gro.lp "Thich cot'\.d start
vork on ivs draft report ••• the ,,,orldng group should defi,ne the areas in \\:llch
agreement appeared possible and shou1d indicate what diffieu1ties stood in the vay of
of convenâng 0. HIle". (A/AC.167/SR.3, p. h)

'l'unisin

" ••• the Argentine pl'l1posal l'egal'ding th~ est.ablishment of a working group
shoul.d be borne in nrind , but it might peœhaps be more appropriate to postipone the
establishment of such 0. croup until the WOrk:ll1B; document vas made
uvai Lnbâ.e , ..•

"It vas essential thut the Committ,ee shoul.d be informed, either ver-bal.l.y
or in lVritir~, of the cum-errt views of a11 the nuclear Povers on 'che convening
of Il HDC." (AIAC.167/SR.2, p. 9)
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"The / j\d Hocl Uommittce 1 s nrimo.l'Y aâm should be co ens ure that firm
foundutionswere laid for the ~uccess of the proposed conference; if sueh a
conference failed, it woul.d onJ.y set bacle the prog~ess aJ.ready
nch i eved , . fi "

l'The Commi"Gtee shou.ld fi:r.'st determine the existing points of agreement and
attemptto reconcile diverGEmt vievs on disarmument and arms control.

"The Cornmittee shouJ.d seok a specifie solut.ion t.o the problem of the
effective participation of 0.11 t'ive nuclear Powers in the proposed conference;
if any of them failed t.o to.ke part, the results of the conf'e'rence 'fould be
uns ati s f'acuory , The Cornmittee could bhen make preparations for a HDC by determining
the aims and vord.ng out the agenda of such a conference." (A/AC.167/SR.2, p. 9)

Ukra i ni an Soviet Socia1ist Repu1~1 ic

Tbe tiask of the Ad Hoc Cornrnittee "Ls to malte a caref'ul, , rapid and effective
examination of the viëW'S and suggestions of a1l States on the convening of a WDC to
devise ways of convening it as rapid1y as pCGsib1e and to report to the twenty-ninth
session of the United Nations GeneraJ.lsJemb1;y,lI. (A/9636, annex , p. 2)
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11 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

l The Ad Hoc Committee had as "its main ob,1ective to start preparations for the
~ convening of a HDC. This is the 'I"ill of the overwhelming majority of the United
Il Nations membership. This is the decision twcen by three successive sessions of

the Gener,al AssembJ.:'f". (A/PV.2205, pp. 9-10)
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"The Committee should be able to ach i eve favourable results since it vas
composed of representatives of one third of the membership of the United Nations.
All the regional groups in the Organization and ~l the continents of the world
were represented on it, as ver'e t'lolO thirds of the nuclear Powars ;"
(A/AC.167/SR.4, pp. 7, 8)

Yugoslavia

"••• the Ad Hoc Committee should fulfil its mandate, endeavouring to create
the conditions needed for the convening of the ~mc and to remove any difficulties
or obstacles which might exista ••• it was logical that the Committee or its
Bureau should also co-operate and maintain contact with the nuclear Powers. The
Committee should entrust the Chairman, the bureau, its members or a group of
members with that task, and they might then explore ideas concerning the
conditions which should exist for further progress and the ultimate convening
of the conference. • •• The wor'k of the Committee shoul.d reassure everyone
that a "~IDC would serve the true interests of the international conununity
as a 'I"hole. The Committee must therefore ensure that the views of all were
taken into account. AlI the necessary conditions for the convening of the WDC
must be created, but preconditions should l'lot be allowed to impede the COlmnittee's
work towards that goal". (A/AC.167/SR.2, pp. 6-7)

Zaire

For Zaire "it vas encouraging to note that three of the five nuclear
Powers were attending i ts meetings. It was to be hoped that 'the two other
nuclear Powers would join in its work in the l'lot too distant future".
(A/AC.167/SR.5, p. 12)
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Appendix II

STATEMENTS RELATED TO THE WORLD DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE BY
THE CONFERENCES OF THE NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES

I. DECLARATION OF lliE HEAnS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES

Belgrade, 1961

"The participants in the conference recommend that the General Assembly of the
United Nations should, at its forthcoming session, adopt a decision on the convening
eithe!' of a special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations devoted
to discussion of disarmament or on the convening of a world disarmament conference
under the auspices of the United Nations with a vie,., to setting in motion the
process of general disarmament."

II. THE PROGRAMME FOR PEAGE AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

Cairo, 1964

"The conference is convinced that the convening of a 'fOrld disarmament
conference under the auspices of the United Nations, to which all countries would
be invited, would provide powerful support to the efforts which are being made to
set in motion the process of disarmament and for securing the further and steady
development of this process.

'The conference therefore urged the participating countries to take, at the
fcrthcoming General Assembly of the United Nations, all the rœcessary steps for the
holding of such a conference and of any other special conference for the conclusion
of special agreements on certain measures of disarmament."

III. THIRD CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES

Lusaka, 1970

Resolution on disarmamerrt:

li ••• The participating States feel the.t it rr.e.y be useful to convene a WDC at an
appropriate time open for par-tLc Lpat.Lori to all States. \1

IV. CONFERENCE OF FOREIGN MINISTERS OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES

Geor-getowrr;' 1972

The Declaration:

"The non-aligned countries reasserted their unswerving devotion to peace. They
reiterated their support of general and complete disarmament under strict
international control, the destruction of all weapons of mass destruction,

-151-
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pN.'tic'Ullll'ly nue Leur weapona , Md the px'ohiùition of 'the 1'urther deveâ.opmerrt nnd
manufacture of such weapona, fl'he mQlUber6 'velcomed the initiative calling for the
holdi.ng of El. w'orld conference on diso:t'luarrenh te sear-cn for effective solutions
to this q'Uestion, and stiatied 'choir intention 'co co-oper-abe for a eucceasruï,
out.come of auch a conference. i.

Statement on :inte:mational security and disarmament:.
"The participants agreed that non-e.Ligned counbr-Les , in p~'l.rticulal', have an

important role to play in rromoting pr-cgress ~"O\vards disarmament. To this end, tihe
participants felt that the convening of a wo1'ld disarmament conference, al'ter due
preparations, which wouâd include 0.11 States including all nuclear weapons states,
would be a userul, step. The basic adm of the w'orld conference would be to exert
a positive effort in achieving progres s 'boward general and conrplete disarmament and
primarily towards banning and elimination of nuclear armement and other weapons
for mass destruction. The non-a,li[!ned countries should co-ordinate thei:l:' ac.tion in
this regard and tiake an active part in the consideration of tais matter dur-ing the
t'venty-seventh session of the General Asseml:>ly. Il

V. POLITICAIJ DECLARATION 01" THE FOURTH CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTHIES

Algiers, 1973

IIThe conference demands that a wor'Ld conference on disarmament, 'vith the
participation of all States, aha.Ll, be converied D.G noon as possible. Il
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