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INTERirLTIO№iL СОМЖЗЗЮН ОР EHQUIEY ' • • 
1ЫТ0 THE CRDÍES OF THE Ж Ы Т / Л У JUlíTíV IN CHILE 
3rd Session, Mexico C i t y •̂• . ; • , 
February 18th-21st5 1975 ' • ' 

CONCLUDING ST/iTEI'-ENT 

During i t s T h i r d Session i n Hexico C i t y from February 18-21, 1975? the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission of Enquiry i n t o the Crimes of the M i l i t a r y Junta i n C h i l e , 
s c r u t i n i z e d a very extensive body of evidence concoming the r u l e of the l l i l i t a r y 
Junta, i n C h i l e , The Commission has heard a great пшяЪог of v/itnesses frora C h i l e , 
observers an.d experts from many d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , and has exajiiined r e p o r t s , 
documents a,nd other w r i t t e n items of proof as w e l l as s l i d e s end_ f i l m s of great 
i n t e r e s t and value. 

On the b a s i s of the evidence placed before i t and as i t s members are i n 
agreement as to the need to expose and denounce the contin u i n g lav/lessnoss a.nd 
c r u e l t y of the d i c t a t o r i a l M i l i t a r y Junta i n C h i l e , the Commission makes the 
f o l l o w i n g sta-temcnt. 

The overthrow of the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l government a,n.d the present s t a t e of the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p 

I t has been e s t a b l i s h e d that the insurgent o f f i c e r s under the l e a d e r s h i p of 
General Augusto Pinochet, who overthrew the l e g i t i m a t e Government of C h i l e and 
caused the death of President Salvador A l l e n d e , ha,d been c o n s p i r i n g to commit high 
treason long in. advance of September 11, 1973? the day of the m i l i t a r y coup d'Etat. 

The c o n s p i r a t o r s v/ere determined to c a r r y out t h e i r c r i m i n a l i n t e n t i o n s 
r e g a r d l e s s of the expressed w i l l of the Chilean people. The mass slaughter of 
defenceless a.n.d innocent c i t i z e n s , they unleashed a f t e r the coup \1г,в clea,rly 
d e l i b e r a t e an.d c a l c u l a t e d to shock the Chilean people i n t o submission to the 
m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p . 

The Junta has since maintained i t s s t r i c t d i c t a t o r s h i p . The Unidad Рори1гиГ 
P a r t i e s are s t i l l considered "enemies of the state'', 3.11 other p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
have been, suspended, and a l l p o l i t i c a l aoCtiyity i s severely suppressed by the 
Junta. 

The M i n i s t e r of J u s t i c e e.ppointed by the Junta has mockingly stг.ted that there 
should be one la.w f o r the política,! opponents of the Junta â nd̂  another f o r the 
remainder of the p o p u l a t i o n . 

The "State of Siege" 

On September 11, 1974? the u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y proclaimed " s t a t e of war'' was 
suddenly declared termina^ted. Instead, C h i l e was nov; procla.imed to be under a 
"sta^te of siege i n the degree of i n t e r n a l defence". (Decree-laws Nos. 64O and 
641) a forïïiula. h i t h e r t o unknom, and l i k e w i s e u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , under which the 
ominous ¥ar Councils have r e t a i n e d the d r a s t i c powers intended f o r times of wajr. 



E/CN.4/1176 
page 3 

The 'whole procedure was a mere p l a y on words aimed at de c e i v i n g the strong 
p u b l i c .opinion which,had f o r c e d the Junta to renounce the f i c t i t ions "SÍjOjÍ/G of • 
war". 

The miscarriage of j u s t i c e 

-Rule of la^w has completely ceased to e x i s t i n C h i l e . Tlie Supreme Court and 
the Courts of Appeal s u b s e r v i e n t l y refuse to gran.t v/ r i t s of habpas corpus -
recurso do amparo - i n cases of unla w f u l and a r b i t r a r y a r r e s t . 

Tlius the V/ar Councils continue to c a r r y out t h e i r r e p r e s s i o n without r e s t r i c t i o n s . 
Geners-l Sergio Pobleto, one of the defendants at the notorious A i r Force t r i a l s 
who was badly t o r t u r e d , t e s t i f i e d . t o the a s t o n i s h i n g modus opergaidi of the Viar 
C o u n c i l s . 

The t r i a l s эхе conducted v/ithout l i v e testimony, the defendants' t o r t u r e d , 
confessions are used against them, and the Junta decrees sere r e t r o a c t i v e l y a p p l i e d . 

The dis3.ppoa,ra.n.ce of cvrrested persons 

A p a r t i c u l a r l y dismaying aspect of the t e r r o r i n C h i l e now, i s the disappearance 
of a r r e s t e d persons. R e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n C h i l e have been able to gs.ther 
information, on 60 to 70 such disappearances each month during the l a s t h a l f of 1974. 
The Junta a u t h o r i t i e s have r e f u s e d to provide any in f o r m a t i o n a,bout them, f o r 
example, about David Silberma^n, vího, a^ccording to various r e p o r t s has been seen i n ' 
a.ppalling p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n i n camps and m i l i t a r y i n s t i t u t i o n s . However, as of 
February 13, 1975 there i s no concrete evidence as to w h e t h e r he i s dead or a l i v e . 

Tlie circumstances i n d i c a t e tha.t many of the m i s s i n g persons have been, murdered. 
The Commission, f o r exajnple, ha.s thus r e c e i v e d evidence concerning Mr. Alfo n s o Carroño 
who was murdered i n the infamous A i r Forcé Academy. T\io days a f t e r having denied 
that he v/as being h e l d i n d e t e n t i o n the o f f i c e r s ' a.,t the Academy d e l i v e r e d h i s body 
to h i s f a j n i l y . 

P o l i t i c a J p r i s o n e r s 

The releerse of Clodomiro Almeyda, and other p o l i t i c a J . p r i s o n e r s as w e l l a,s the 
d e c i s i o n of the Junta f o r the t i n e being not to chaxge the leaders of the Unidad 
Popular and members of President A l l e n d e ' s governraont w i t h h i g h treason and other 
gra.ve c r i n e s i s a,n important achievement of world, p u b l i c o p i n i o n , 'of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
movement of s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the Ch i l e a n people and of the preventive a c t i o n c a r r i e d • 
out by the Coriimission at the emergency session i n Copenhagen. 

L i t t l e sola,CG can be taken from the re l e a s e of pr i s o n e r s since they a.rG 
immediately, banished f r e n t h e i r country. This c o n s t i t u t e s a r b i t r a r y punisliment. 

At the sa.me time, the Conmission inust s t a t e that the s i t u a t i o n , of p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s i s alarming. The Junta, s t i l l holds a, la^rge number of p o l i t i c a J p r i s o n e r s . 
Their number i s estina^ted to exceed 8 ,000. Among then a.re na^ny of the p o l i t i c a l . 
leaders such as L u i s Corvalán, Gustavo Ruz, Pedro F e l i p e Ramirez, La.ura A l l e n d e , 
Aníbal Palma, Fernando F l o r e s , José Cademartori and Ba.utista. van Schouwen, 

A r r e s t s are c o n t i n u a l l y being nade. During Decenbcr 1974 and January 1975» 
about 1,500 people were a r r e s t e d f o r p o l i t i c a l rea.sons, as reported ,a.t the se s s i o n . 
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World o p i n i o n f o r c e d the Junta to renounce i t s d e c i s i o n to t r y Unida,d Popular 
leaders f o r "treason" and other grave crimes. The a b s u r d i t y of the accusations 
was too obvious. Instead the Junta i n s t i t u t e d formaj proceedings agaànst some 
members of the l e g i t i m a t e government of President A l l e n d e by f a l s e l y charging them 
V7ith offences such as "em-bezzlenent or "tax d e c l a x a t i o n i r r e g u l a r i t i e s " . 

The proceedings, which were described at the ses s i o n by Judge Ola.vi Heinonen 
of the Supreme Court of F i n l a n d , viho r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d C h i l e , are apparently designed 
to d i s c r e d i t the defendents an.d to " j u s t i f y " and extend t h e i r aJrea,dy excessive 
terns of confinement. - • 

The overwhelming m a j o r i t y of the p r i s o n e r s , however, have not been pressed w i t h 
any charges, but are being detaaned f o r "preventive" rea.sons only an.d f o r i n d e f i n i t e 
terns of confinement-. - T h e i r desperation p.n.d f e e l i n g of i n s e c u r i t y were denonstrated 
i n a f i l m c l a n d e s t i n e l y taicen i n the concentration, canps of Pisagua. and Chacabuca. 
About h a l f of the detaln.ees interviewed s a i d that they had not been i n v o l v e d i n 
p o l i t i c s an.d none of then knew why they had been. ai.rrcsted nor when, they v/ouldi be 
re l e a s e d . 

Л number of witnesses a l s o described i n d e t a i l the h o r r o r s of endless t o r t u r e 
s e s s i o n s . Their testimonies r e v e a l a savage "i n g e n u i t y " i n i n f l i c t i n g unbearable 
s u f f e r i n g upon the v i c t i n s . Not only a.re the methods and t o o l s shockingly c r u e l , 
but the v i c t i n s are t o r t u r e d r e g a r d l e s s of age, sex or p h y s i c a l ôondition. 

Dis r e g a r d of economic a.nd s o c i a l r i g h t s 

The u s u r p a t i o n of power by the Junta has stopped the process of s o c i a l a,dvan.ce 
c a r r i e d out d_uring the three years of President A l l e n d e ' s governnent. The 
g a l l o p i n g i n f l a l i o n and extremely h i g h unenploynent has brought abject poverty to 
C h i l e . Thousa.nds of Chileans who have been dismissed or fo r c e d to r e s i g n f o r 
p o l i t i c a l reasons or f o r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h trade unions ha,vo been l e f t without vrork, 
s t i p u l a t e d conpensa„tion or pensions. 

Despite serious f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s the Junta ha^s agreed to f u r t h e r 
compénsale foreign, corporations f o r n a t i o n a l i z e d property. At the sane t i n e the 
Junta has surrendered the economic independence of C h i l e , which President Alíenle's 
Government strove 'to secure, by g r a n t i n g extremely fa^voura^ble c o n d i t i o n s f o r foreigyi. 
e n t e r p r i s e s in. C h i l e . 

Thus the c o n s p i r a t o r s , who se i z e d power so b r u t a l l y on the a l l e g e d gnrounds that 
they vrould end the "economic chaos" which t h e i r su.bversive a l l i e s had ca;ascd, have 
completely f a i l e d to manage the coun.try e c o n o n i c a l l y , 

They have deprived a l l of the orgaonizations r e p r e s e n t i n g the vrorking people of 
the p o s s i b i l i t y of defending the i n t e r e s t of wa.ge-oarnors and consumers. This has 
l e d to a r u t h l e s s e x p l o i t a t i o n of the Chilean people i n the i n t e r e s t of i n d u s t r i a l i s t s 
and ovmers of c a p i t a l \rho p r e v i o u s l y supported subversive aims and now operate to 
keep the co n s p i r a t o r s i n power, 

Disrcgg„rd of the r i g h t s of v/omen and youth 

Since the United Nations has p r o c l a i n e d I975 as the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women's Year, 
the Commission has devoted pa^rticular i n t e r e s t to the s i t u a t i o n of women i n C h i l e 
under, the Junta. A f t e r halving heard the t e s t i n o n l c s , i t i s c l e a r to the Comiission 
that the Jun.ta i s f o l l o w i n g a p o l i c y of d i r e c t ajid i n d i r e c t v i o l a t i o n , of s o c i a l a.nd 
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econonic r i g h t s of vronen. They are subjected to r e p r i s a l and are s u f f e r i n g з,з 
menbers of f a , n i l i e s and raenbers of s o c i e t y . The s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n of wonen whose 
husbands have been k i l l e d or imprisoned i s c l e a r l y desperate. 

During the se s s i o n p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n wd^s a,lso dravm, to the s i t u a t i o n of 
youth and c h i l d r e n . Testimony shews that youth an.a even children, are not exempted 
from c r u e l t y , e„ p r e f e r r e d means of r e p r e s s i o n by the Junta. The Conmission v?as 
t o l d of cases i n v o l v i n g the t o r t u r e and murder of young people. 

I n a document submitted to the Junta's " S o c i a l C ouncil of M i n i s t e r s " i t has 
been e s t i n a t e d that over one n i l l i o n c h i l d r e n i n C h i l e are i n need of the " p r o t e c t i o n " 
of the S t a t e , the m a j o r i t y of лЛюп are l i v i n g i n ''cxtrcne poverty''. The Junta has 
elabor?.ted plans to have around 600,000 of these c h i l d r e n i n ''irregular s i t u a t i o n " 
subjected to "reha^bilitcütion''. A grea^t nunber of these c h i l d r e n са,пе from f a m i l i e s 
" i n c o n i ' l i c t w i t h the e s t a b l i s h e d s o c i a l order", a c l e a r reference to c h i l d r e n of 
fo r n e r supporters of the Unidai.d Popula.r, who ha.ve been k i l l e d or i n p r i s o n e d . 

. I t ha.s been proposed by the Jtinta. that the se c h i l d r e n DO talien to canps i n the 
countryside or to specia.l centres, f o r " c o r r e c t i o n " v?ith c l e a r i d e o l o g i c a l and 
p o l i t i c o , l i m p l i c a t i o n s . The Corxiission i s gra.voly concerned about these plans to 
manipulate the ninds of the young generation in, order to create obedient servants 
of the Junta. 

DegraЛa.tion an,d d e s t r u c t i o n of education and cultui^e 

Apart f r o n the fa„ct that educa^tion has been oua^lita^tively i n p a i r e d by the d r a s t i c 
r e d u c t i o n of sta.ff, access to educa-tion i s based on s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a . 1 d i s c r i n i n a t i o n . 
The Junta a^uthorities i n s t i t u t e d high u n i v e r s i t y fees and r e q u i r e d means of support 
a.s a. c o n d i t i o n f e r a.ttending the u n i v e r s i t y . 

Tens of thousands of students have been suspended or ex p e l l e d f o r p o l i t i c a J 
Gstablishnents are s t r i c t l y roginented, , c o n t r o l l e d and hoa„ded 'by n i l i t a . r y personnel. 
P o l i c e p a t r o l the u n i v e r s i t y and p l a J n c l o t h e s nen and i n f o r n e r s keep check on the 
students i n cla.ssroons and other p l a c e s . 

There have a l s o been dra^stic changes i n the c u r r i c u l u n . The s o c i a l sciences 
have s u f f e r e d d r a . s t i c a J l y and a course of " i n t e r n a l s e c u r i t y " has been паЛе compulsory 
i n higher education. The Junta aJso inposes i t s ideas of f a s c i s t naJure and i t s 
perverted n a t i o n a J i s n on the educational systen. 

These c c n v i c t i c n s а-гс a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n the " c u l t u r e " p o l i c y of the Junta. 
InvaluaJjle o bjects of a r t such as n u r a l s a.nd scu l p t u r e s haivc been destroyed or 
removed, and n i l l i o n s of books i n c l u d i n g c l a s s i c na.sterpieces have been burnt, 
thereby d i v e s t i n g the people of C h i l e of t h e i r culTOraJ herita.ge. 

U n i t e d States i n t e r f e r e n c e i n C h i l e 

I t ha.s nov; been o f f i c i a l l y axLnitted that the CIi\, w i t h the a.uthorization of the 
"Connittee of F o r t y " i n the ife t i o n a J S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , a governnentaJ body of the 
United StaJes, was provided w i t h at l e a s t 8 n i l l i o n dolla.rs, worth foui" t i n e s as much 
on, the Chilean black m r k e t , to a.ssist subversive a . c t i v i t i e s i n C h i l e . 

Hov/ever, i t i s c l e a r to t l i c Coriaission that the highest governnent o f f i c i a J s 
of the United States are a c t u a l l y w i t h h o l d i n g i n p o r t a n t i n f o r n a t i o n about t h e i r r o l e 
i n the Ch i l e a n coup. The subversive mission of the C l / i , which has a i t t r a c t c d nost 
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p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n , i s but the most t a n g i b l e and s e n s a t i o n a l component i n a w e l l -
co-ordinated and powerful scheme of subversion and economic s t r a n g u l a t i o n of p u b l i c 
United States i n s t i t u t i o n s and United'States m u l t i n a t i o n a l corporations by means 
of c r e d i t blockage and commercial r e p r i s a l s i n order to overthrow President A l l e n d e ' s 
governnent. 

C i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence, such as the appearance of Un i t e d States o f f i c e r s i n 
var i o u s s t r a t e g i c q-.artors i n C h i l e , a t the time of the coup rnd the d i r e c t involvement 
of the U n i t e d States Navy a l s o i n d i c a t e U n i t e d States c o m p l i c i t y i n the m i l i t a r y 
coup i t s e l f . Thus, tlaere i s no doubt t h a t - U n i t e d States i n t e r f e r e n c e e f f e c t i v e l y 
c o n t r i b u t e d to the overthrov/ of President A l l e n d e ' s goverraaent and th.e establishment 
of the m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p . 

Thi,?! i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the a f f a i r s of a sovereign s t a t e o b v i o u s l y v i o l a t e s the 
United Nations Charter and the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, and i s a t h r e a t to 
the peaceful co-existence of S t a t e s . No State may organize, a s s i s t , foment, 
f i n a n c e or i n s t i g a t e subversive a c t i v i t y i n another S t a t e . Nor can the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community t o l e r a t e subversive a c t i v i t y across the borders by p r i v a t e c o r p o r a t i o n s . 

Highest o f f i c i a l s of the Uni t e d States Government have endeavoured to j u s t i f y 
the a c t i v i t i e s of the CIA and have i n d i c a t e d that a s i m i l a r course of a c t i o n cannot 
be r u l e d out i n the f u t u r e . Such abuse o f power must be considered a most se r i o u s 
challenge to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t , ho%iever, t h a t the American Congress, supported by growing 
p u b l i c o p i n i o n , has novi taken the i n i t i a t i v e to i n v e s t i g a t e the United States 
involvement iñ the t r a g i c events i n C h i l e . 

Legal aspects 

The systematic a t r o c i t i e s committed by and i n the name of the M i l i t a r y Junta 
i n C h i l e are crimes under domestic law f o r which the people of C h i l e w i l l have to 
impose punishment w i t h the s e v e r i t y they consider a.ppropriate and j u s t . 

Hovrever, the t e r r o r i n C h i l e i s not only a matter f o r domestic law; i t concerns 
the whole world, p o l i t i c a l l y , m o r a l l y and l e g a l l y . The p r o t e c t i o n of Ьгшап r i g h t s 
i s a t r u l y i n t e n a a t i o n a l concern. 

There can thus be no doubt that the M i l i t a r y Junta can be h e l d accountable by 
the community of nation s f o r i t s widespread and systematic a t r o c i t i e s . The 
seri o u s accusations made by v a r i o u s bodies of the Uni t e d Nations, i n t e r a l i a by the 
General Assembly, ECOSOC, the Commission on Human R i g h t s and by the Inter-American 
Commission on Human R i g h t s , the l a t t e r made as r e c e n t l y as November 21, 1974>. 
próvido c o n c l u s i v e evidence i n t h i s regard. 

However, the Junta must not only be h e l d a.ccountable f o r i t s t o t a l d i s r e g a r d 
f o r the recognized humanitarian p r i n c i p l e s i n g e n e r a l , but i s f u r t h e r s p e c i f i c a l l y 
bound by t r e a t y commitments, e.g. by the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Hunan R i g h t s , 
by the American Convention of Human R i g h t s , and by conventions of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Labour Orga-nisation. 

I n the o p i n i o n of the Commission, these v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s are so grave 
th a t i t i s reasonable to describe them as crimes against hujnanity. 
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The Junta nemhers oust hear a heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t y under i n t e r n a t i o n a l l3.w. 
They э.ге o b v i o u s l y the main cr i i u i n e J s i n C h i l e . However, t h i s does not r e l i e v e 
i n d i v i d u a l o f f i c e r s , s o l d i e r s end carabineros who have participa-ted i n t o r t u r e 
and executions of t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . The f a c t that they v/erc a c t i n g under 
orders i s not a l e g i t i n m t e excuse. The i m i n e n t t h r e a t of severe r e p r i s a l nmy 
be considered a m i t i g a t i n g circumstance i n the i n d i v i d u a l ca,se but the general r u l e 
i s c l e a r ; subordinates s h a J l not ca.rry out c r i m i n a l orders. 

Tlie tota.l p i c t u r e of evidence presented before the Coinnission r e v e a l s a regime 
of an. openly t e r r o r i s t i c nature, Б Ш А , the Junta's secret p o l i c e , enforces the 
t e r r o r of the Jun,t3, and i t s methods are comparable to those of the G-esta.po. The 
multitude of crimes and the defiance of democracy demonstrated by the Junta, shows 
a d i s t i n c t p a t t e r n . The use of b a r b a r i c t e r r o r as a p o l i t i c a l weapon, the 
i n s t i g a t i n g of p u b l i c hate f o r v;orking people, the undue concern f o r banlcs and 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , the extremely 3?eactionary a t t i t u d e towards c u l t u r e , and the p e r v e r t e d , 
n a t i o n a l i d e o l o g y , bear a c l e a r resemblance to the d i c t a t o r s h i p s of H i t l e r and 
M u s s o l i n i , 

Tlie Conmaission can. thus not f i n d any other apt v/a.y to describe the f e a t u r e s 
that emerge f r o n the p a t t e r n of events, than â s the features of a s t a t e of t r u l y 
f a s c i s t nature. 

With a l l i t stands f o r , the J^anta. i s э, challenge to a l l mankind a„nd a. t h r e a t 
to the w e l l - b e i n g and progress of n a t i o n s , to which \jc m s t respond without 
h e s i t a t i o n and w i t h a l l means at o"ar d i s p o s a l . .Although a nunber of governnents 
have severed d i p l o n a t i c r e l a t i o n s l̂гith C h i l e , and i n t e r n a t i o n a t o r g a n i z a t i o n s have 
a l s o talcen comEien.da„ble p o s i t i o n s , nevertheless the r e s o l u t i o n s of the U n i t e d Nations 
and other i n t e r n a t i o n a t o r g a n i z a t i o n s s t i l l a.wait e f f i c i e n t inplenent at i on. 

To t h i s end, the Cormiissicn r e i t e r a t e s w i t h even g r e a t e r empha^sis i t s previous 
appeals to a l l i n d i v i d u a l s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a.n,d to a l l govornments and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies s 

- to denounce the gra^ve c r i n e s coirnnitted by the Jiuita»! 

- to condemn, the U n i t e d States i n t e r v e n t i o n i n C h i l e ; 

- to stop a J l f e r n s of support to the Junta, immediately; 

- to suspend аД1 p o l i t i c a l and d i p l o n a t i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h C h i l e ; 

- to end a l l tra<,de and c o m i c r c i a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h C h i l e ; 

- to i s o l a t e the Junta, by a l l other mea.ns; 

- to a.ctively support the C h i l e a n people by a t l neans i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e 
to r e s t o r e iiunan r i g h t s , the r u l e of ISM and the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l form 
of gov ernnent; 

- to demand iirimedia.to an,d u n c o n d i t i o n a l r e l e a s e of a l l p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s , the c l o s u r e of a t l concentration caiaps, and the termination 
of the "State of Siege". 




