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Item 20 

REPORT ÓF THE COMMITTEE ON THE DRAFT 0(MENTION 
ON HREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

Súgge étions aaâ O'beervatlonB of Goyeramente on the draft 
Convention . 

By'its jresolution k26 (V) of Ik December I95O the Geixeral Assembly 
requested the Secretar r̂-Cienéral to submit the x*eport of the Committee on the 
draft Convention on Freedom of liiformatioñ, together with the draft or drafts 
prepared by the Committee (A/AC,i^2/7), to the various governments oonoemed for 
their consideration, and invited the govemosnts so ccmsulted to transmit their 
suggestions and observations to the Secretary-General, Tia& General Assembly 
further recommended the Economic and Social Council to consider the Committee!^s 
report at i t s thirteenth session and i f i t thinks f i t , i n the light of the 
Committee's recommendiatlonB and the observations of governments, and also talcing 
into considération the Gteneral Assembly-s wish that one or more conrentioas to 
ensure freedom cf information i n the world should be adopted as soon as possible^ 
to o<mvene a caofei^nce of plenipotentiaries to meet as soon as possible and not 
later than 1 February 1952, with a view to 1die framing and sigiature of a 
Convention on Freedcaa of Information, based on the draft or drafts prepared by 
the abovejnantionsd Cœmnittee and on the observations of governments. 
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Th© Seoretary-General acoordlnsly, sulanltted the report of the Ccaanltte' 
oa the draft CoxxveBtlaix on Freedom of Infonnatlon to tdie varloaa govexonients . 
for their consideration. The Seoretaxy-General has received the foUoving 
suggestions and ohaervatlons: 

.1, • Ceylon • 
The reply received from the CSovemment of Ceylcsi, dated k June 19̂ 1, 

states that: 
\ • • . . . . 

The Gtovemnent of Ceylon has no ooranents to offer on the draft 
- 4oi^'v^tlon on I^edomi of Information. -

I I . liaJtcaesla. 
' The following suggestions and ohservatlons, dated June 1951, were 

received i^em the Ckr^exiunsnt 0̂ ^ 

ThQ 0<»is&lttee Is to he c'sngratulated on the results of i t s lahours aa 
seen Ir -«-.he Draft Ccovtrention, on Freedom of Dafoxanation. 

Ve iJvIndqaesia strCngly héltêve i n Fréedoai of Informtlon. 
/nie lna,oneeÍán people hâve aivays oosisldered, even hefoire the 

prpclaaatiah^of Indonesia* s IMepeiéâhoé on 17 August 19̂ 5, that freedom 
of lnformatÍcn\Í8 ia eondltle sliae qua nco for the establishment of vorld 
peaoe and the oreatloh Of mutual ùnderstaxldlng between men and between 
nations.-

itfter the pŝ XÍEüiátion of" In^ the newly 
estabiiished Indoneslati Ooverxunent, amidst' the turmoil of the revolutionary 
period, continued to regtard fMedom of Infarmatlon as essential to the 
progress o t the Indonesian peóplié In the p o l i t i c a l , social, economic and 
cultural f i e l d s , apart from i t s obvious Importanoe In prcxnotlng denoereoy 
end peace. 

This Is elearly seen i n the various constitutions, from 19 August l$k^ 
up to tho pposdht day, " 

To f a c i l i t a t e the people's progreses In these various f i e l d s , natlonaUjr 
,ae 

OB woll / Intemiatienally, the Republic of Indonesia, has had from tho vory 
beginning, the benefit of a Mlnlstïy of Infoamatlon which i s the spearhead 
in the development of freedot of Infonnatloitt and democracy. 

I 
/ 

/ i n truth 
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.• • lix truth i t mQ7iíthí«:efcr©-,/be' êëiô. that thè'^^rth,;' the 'progrese, the 
viotoriesi, : of-, the Rbpub3Jlc•• ofJ-'Jinao^ ©Ver sip.cô 'the'-pi'bcleiiEatió̂ ^̂  
îïldopendence yore .the- ôutcomè-,.CTf'the' great'measure--of-Vfreedom' enjoyed "by the 
. Indone&laaa-.people!. :in'the mattei'* of eeelciMg^'"-ípé'^íRivíiig'aM Imparting'"'' 
Information and opinloixo, either orally,- In vrriting ,or though pidtures. 

• Five years have ©lapsed eln-?:e. Indonesia. ,l3eca©e i n : ' 
Inbbematiqoally.and offlciai^„s;|i,cp¿iiz^ with, gi'oater experience i n 
our r e l a t i o n s - v i t h the various counbrî e;..̂ ^ nations,, we are now âpre-;t¡h|||n. 
ever convince^.,, that without a î e..e flgw of. iní'ónatlon between men, nations 
pad countries,, the devslxspment pf ..interïiatlcaal understanding'srhich i s a 
bécessary condition fco* the peç-pe, and. welf&re of the world, would not be 
possible. ^ , , . . . 

Aware of the faot that human e f f o r t aiîd .creations are never pefect,. 
IMcÍBeaĴ whicíi''liad nxjb the ojppói-'tunlty of p a r t i c i p a t i n g ' i n the framing 
of the 33raft Conventlr-n, nevertheless welcoKsa tl:3 j>raft Convention on.' 
Freedom of'informa t i e n wi'th open" arm.q.̂  

We are pleased to no-fce ir , the preajabls o f th3 Î5raft Conventi'în, that 
the media of informa'ir'.on. nhouÍ.d be-^fi-eg from pa?e'ssure and dlctatiaa»'.̂ :.. ; 
... ~. 'We, agree with the pro'^d.îiC'n''of .srticlô 2 that''limitations on the 
freedom of irLforijatio-n b s aebcrEirisi. by law, 

, 'We as-e in--entlra .agccement 'i-ritli Artio^vS I6 which'fitatee.that the 
provisions of present. eitoten-hÍGnEi'iahaj,,i ext&nà, to, oï"'.'̂  'applicable eivually 
to "a signatory metrópoli tan state a,r¥i..to a l l the t e r r i t o r i e s , be they non- ; 
self-gçrverning -Jifuist or, colcn;ial..,t?rri1>ory,..'ïmipb ^re-,being administered 
or govern.ed by. such a mstropolitaix .statíj, .,; 

We are also .yerj happy, to.,no1u^,.th^,^th9^'co3^^ of national' digfxity 
.is àentlaned l a jArticiLe.. 5,. - .^-r , . ; " . i - . , - ; 

We regret, ,h<3i?8-5or,̂  t h a t ,the I>;'a?t..Convention does not mention ', 
aiiything about blaephsffij^,. r . . . ' • ••• ' •' 

We therefore euggest the ir.clu3lqn of a clause i n A r t i c l e 5 aiming at 
the prevention,of b-lagpho^ri}-, be i t o r a l l y , i n w r i t i n g or by signs, 

F l j i a l l y . -âQ "{roii-ld l l l : e t o DUficest that paragraph A of A r t i c l e 7 be 
altered to resxi; »- A - t o devei.op 'ÙTA protect i t s a a t l c n a l news entei^risee 
and i t s national language u n t i l such time as they aj-o f.'ul.ly developed.. 

/We fee l 
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Ve feel i t necesaary that the right ib'develop and protect the national 
lajQguage he mentioned i n the Draft Convention i n order that new coiiitrles, 
with their variouia weatoeaeee and ehortccanlngs, he given the opportimlty to 
áeveióp their liatlonal langbagea and he protected against possible fœfelgi 
cultural peîvBtratlon of a p o l i t i c a l nature, 

1 .̂. ^̂ hè Hashemi te ELngioci of the Jordan . 
' The reply received from the Govemoent of the Hashemlte Kingdom of the 

Jordan, .dated 31 May 1951, states that: 
- The HashemiteKlngdcan of the Jordan has no observations to traniamlt 

concerning the draft Convention on Freedom of InfoKnatlan, not being 
desirous to accede to the said Convention, 

IV. Liechtenstein . , 
The reply received from the Government of Liechtenstein,, dated, 

4 May 1951, states that: 
The Government of Liechtenstein has no suggestion or obsermtiaa to 

offer on the Draft,Convantion, 

V, New Zealand 
The reply received from the Govenaaent of New Zealand, dated ill- June I95L, 

states that: / ' , 
The Government of New Zealand do not wish> at this stage to ti^nsmit 

detailed observations on the text of this Braft Convention, 
Vl^iv iaaion..of SoTJet Socialist Bepublics 

The reply received ftom the G<3vemnient of the XSxdcea. of Soviet Socialist 
,E!9pua>libBi: dated 11 June 1951, states that:, 

The vleva of the Iitxi«!n of Soviet Socialist Republics on the draft 
Convention en Ereedca of Information were set forth i n the statement-made 
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics representative i n the Committee 
on the DraÇt Ocaïveatlon, end i n his proposed amendments to that draft 

i / See A/AC,îl-2/L.4/Rev.l 
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The fbllcwJLng euggastlcaofi and ol)servatloiia- wre-received from the 
Govemment of Bulgaria axjdor date of 10 May 1951Î 

The Gonroiwawit of the People's Republic of Bulgaria does not conaider 
this Draft Ccaventlcn l a any vay l i k e l y to provide a real guarantee of freodoa 
of InfoTBWtioa and of the preea, as i t does not contain any clause the ohjeot 
of which i s to free the press fresa, private puhiishing xacjiopoUeaj nor does i t 
contain any test irtiioh nleht promote the dissémination of t'ruthful and • 
objective Infortnatlon, ajjaed at maintaining and strengthening international 
peace and security. The Conventi<xi mentions no generally approved measures, 
such as those referred to i n General Assembly resolution No« 110 ( I I ) , 
of 3 Wovmber ISi^T, on measures "to be taken against propaganda and 
the inciters of a new var", . There are no provisions for activé j.y -

counteracting nazi or fascist propaganda, or against propen^^nda. i n favour of 
ra c i a l or national exlusiveness. 

In view of the foregoing, the Bulgarian Government thinks that the 
draft Convention on Preedcsa *f Information l a neither satisfaabory or 
acceptable, and hopes that i n any f i n a l text of the^-Coovoirticn the . 
ab05».acsitlQned defects w i l l be ellmloatod. 


