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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This report covers the work of the Council's fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth sessions.
An addendum will be issued covering the work of the resumed fifty-fifth session
to be held later in 1973. The resolutions and decisions adopted will. be issued in
separate volumes as supplements to the Official Records of the Economic and
Social Council. The summary records of the meetings of .the Council are also issued
as part of the Official Records of the Council. The summary records of the
Social Committee at the fifty-fourth session are contained in documents ElAC.7I
SR.703-723. The summary ,vecords of the Economic Committee at the fifty-fourth
session are contained in documents ElAC.6/SR.594-633 and at ,the fifty-fifth
session in documents ElAC.6/SR.634-670. The summary records of the Co
ordination CommHtee ,at the fifty-fourth session are contained in document& El
AC.24/SR.462-479 and at the fifty-fifth session in document ElAC.24/SR.480-
511.
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INTRODUCTION

i)
1

The novel and striking feature of the Economic and
Social Counci[ is that it lis becoming more and more
courageous in engaging in self-examination, and, in
deed, in self-criticism. This year, the Council has
made a sustained 'effort-and, to my mind, a reward
ing one-to re-assert its role and revitalize Hs activities
so as to meet the constantly changing needs and cir
cumstances of the world of today, and, what is more,
of the world of tomorrow. This effort has been under
taken in the context of emerging c0nceptions for a
better international order and with an undeniable
sense of purpose to redefine the coHective interests
of the community of nMions as a whole.

On ,the formal level, this firm and commonly shared
intention to enable this principal organ of the United
Nations to assume anew Hs full responsibilities under
the Charter was expressed in the decision on the ra
tionalization of its work adopted at the fifty-fourth
session. In the substantive field, this same conviction
inspired the Council to take slowly but firmly new
steps towards the definition, through consensus, of the
idea of collective economic security. I am the first
to recognize that much work and a great deal of ne
gotiation is still required on this conceptual and syste
matically comprehensive proposal. But I do not
believe that I advance any exclusively personal convic
tku when I say that we are already in agreement
l.hl the fact that if we succeed we shall all be infusing
greater vitality, coherence and policy-oriented pro
gramming into our efforts to attain the objectives of
of international co-operation that Member States set
themselves in the Charter.

We have acknowledged this year the remarkable
wisdom of the Founding Fathers of the United Nations
in creating, at the centre of the system, a co-ordinating
organ responsible for ,ensuring Icohel'ence of policies
and co-operative action, and we have taken practical
measures to adjust ,the work of the Council to some
of the new realities of world affairs. Past efforts to
correct the deficiencies which had become obvious to
Governments, particularly in respect of the co-ordinat
lng functions of the Council, had unfortunately proved
largely ineffective owing to the absence of a policy
framework acceptable to the governing bodies of all
the organizations of the system. The implementation
of the International Development Strategy now consti~

tutes a challenge to :the Council to exert, in respect
of the work programme and activities of the United
Nations family, the unifying influence which it is in
cumbent upon it to exercise. And it is in that spirit
that we are bound to !conduct the review of the agree
ments with the specialized agencies, as well as to
develop future relationships with sectoral bodies, so as
to take account of the growing interdependence of
contemporary social, economic, scientific and tech
nological needs, and politically orient and give prac
tical meaning to them.

ix

Policy formulation and policy co-ordination should
indeed be inextricably linked if the Council is to be
the forum of synthesis that the Strategy and the present
circumstances of modern diplomacy demand. The deli
berations of the Council inevitably point to this con
clusion because, through Government representatives
and the heads of the agencies, our attention has been
drawn to almost every aspect of the wide-ranging
concerns of contemporary society. We have been in
formed, and we have sought to achieve a greater under
standing, of endeavours to find solutions to interna
tional monetary problems, of preparations for trade
negotiations, of humanitarian endeavours ,in the Sudano
Sahelian region and economic assistance to Zambia, of
measures to pursue programmes of environment and
industrial development co-operation, of new approaches
to assist the least developed and the land-locked de
veloping 'countries, all of which are but a part of the
staggeringly rapid increase in the scope of multilateral
international co-operation. Information and under
standing should lead to advice and to co-ordinated
instructions, when necessary, as well as to guide-lines
for action. This should at no time be construed as an.
undue interference with the technical questions that
faH within the direct competence of the bodies of the
United Nations family.

The fact that we have been willing to examine these
problems against the background of a relaxation of
tensions is a telling indication that the Council, and
diplomacy for development, cannot be dissociated from
the political evolution of international relations. Perhaps
diplomacy for development should be more frequently
utilized as an instrument for the political solutions we
hope will very shortly be found in other areas where
conflict is ravaging peoples and nations and depriving
them of their inherent right to develop in peace and
security. Indeed, a quarter of a century after the estab
lishment of the United Nations, no observer of the
world scene, and in fact no Government, can realistically
divorce peace anCi security from the multi-faceted
development concerns of mankind. It is in this context,
too, that collective ,economic security, if we come to
define it as a commonly accepted concept, might well
emerge as the idee force whereby international co
operation seeks to harmonize the interests and aims
of all nations.

The achievement of sustained and equitable progress
throughout the world is not only essential; it is the
very condition for the attainment of a durable peace,
to which we seem doser than we have ever been in
modern times. This is perhaps the main assumption
underlying the International Development Strategy
formulated and launched by the General Assembly.
The hopes aroused by that event have not yet been
fulfilled as we expected them to be. In order to fulfil
them, the first--and, for that matter, the indispensable
s,tep-should be a firm commitment by the interna-
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tional community ,to the goals and objectives of the
Strategy.

Certainly the adoption of the International Develop
ment Strategy was not a once-for-all exercise. From the
very start, the Strategy was conceived as a living,
pulsating mechanism to be kept continually responsive
to the emerging problems of development. Through
the ,review and appraisal procedures, the Strategy has
acquired its dynamic character, a character which
should be nurtured zealously so that it remains abreast
of the shifting tide of circumstances.

In the first exercise of review and appraisal, which
has not yet ended, we have come a long way from
the doubts and perplexities of not long ago. I dare say
that relative progress has indeed been achieved. Discus
sions and negotiations have been held among Govern
ments in an atmosphere of co-operation and patient
understanding, from which physical endurance was not
absent. The search for a meaningful ,consensus that has
permeated our efforts began :in Ne'N York in May, and
acquired momentum during the past few weeks in
Geneva. The paper drafted by the Working Group on
the first review and ,appraisal will require further
discussion and negotiation mNew York. The delibera
tions may not always be easy and smooth but there is
no reason why they should not come to successful
fruition !if we manage to maintain, from now on, the
same constructive approach to the problem. May this
first exercise set an inspiring pattern for the successful
conduct of our subsequent endeavours in reviewing and
appraising the Strategy throughout the Decade, and in
improving on it.

As we stand on ,the threshold of the enlargement
of the Council, the significant change of attitudes we

x

have witnessed over the past year has convinced me
that the Council is determined to provide the degree
of leadership ,that the 1970s require. That, in my view,
I would even say in our common view, is the mean
ing and purpose of "revitalization". The Council is
eminently well fitted to pursue, in an effective manner,
its tripartite role as a world policy forum, as the
governing body of all economic and social activities of
the Organization and as co-ordinator of 'the United
Nations system. That role is considerably more im
portant today than was envisaged in 1945, but we
must always remember than an international institu
tion, any international institution, is no more and no
less than what its members want it to be. The Secre
tary-General ~ghtly pointed out at the opening of the
fifty-fifth seSSIOn that our family of organizations is
at present better equipped to deal with parts of inter
national co-operation problems than with the whole 'and
that, in spit~ o~ a high level of specialized expertise,
the system IS •ill constant danger of losing its way
through exceS~lve fragmentation. The Council is in a
truly unique position to evolve imaginative approaches
that will ensure cohesion,effioiency and foresight in
the. perfo~ance of .the historic. tas.ks assigned to the
Umted NatIOns family of orgarnzations. It is now for
us ,to take advantage of this opportunity for innova
tion, and to act accordingly.

Sergio Armando FRAZAO
President

Economic and Social Council
Geneva, August 1973
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Chapter I

ISSUES THAT ARE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF, OR THAT REQUIRE
ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SPECIAL MEASURES RELATED TO THE LEAST DEVELOPED
AMONG THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (chapter III D)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

Special measures in favour of the least developed among
the developing countries

In resolution 1753 (LIV), the Council requested the
Secretary-General to prepare a further study-which
should be submitted to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session through the Economic and Social
Council at its resum~d fifty-fifth session-that would
elaborate on the contents of the first study on the insti
tuional arrangements for the implementation of 1he
special measures in favour of the least developed
among the developing countries, including the need for
the creation of a special fund for these countries.

The Council further recommended that the General
Assembly, at its twenty-eighth session, should consider
ways and means of further employing sizable sums of
the resources of the United Nations Capital Develop
ment Fund, as well as other sources and arrangements,
for the service of the least developed countries in
solving their basic handicaps. It also recommended that
a review of the implementation of the special measures
in favour of the least developed countries, to decide,
among other things, on ~nstitutional arrangements for
the implementation of those measures and the manner
in which additional resources for the benefit of the
feast developed countries could be mobilized, should
be undertaken under the item relating to the least
developed among the developing countries in the agenda
of the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session.

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF
DISARMAMENT (chapter III C)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

Economic and social consequences of disarmament

At its 1854th meeting, on 4 May 1973, the Council
took note with appreciation of the report of ,the Se·cre~

tary-General on the question (E/5243 and Add.l and
2) and decided to transmit it to the General Assembly
at its twenty-eighth session.

in conjunction with the aforementioned document, the
recommendation contained in part IX of. the report of
the Committee on Science and Technology for Develop
ment on its first session (El5272) for revision of
paragraphs 60, 61 and 63 of .the Strategy.

1

REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENT
ING THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
(chapter III A)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

Second United Nations Development Decade.' Review
and appraisal of progress in implementing the Inter
national Development Strategy

In resolution 1827 (LV), the Council transmitted
to the General Assembly for further deliberation the
working paper on the first review and appraisal an
nexed to the resofution and rer.;ommended to the
General Assembly to consider that document in the
light of the views expressed during the fifty-fifth session
of the Council.

Second United Nations Development Decade: Review
and appraisal of progress in implementing the Inter
national Development Strategy

At its 1879th meeting, on 10 August 1973, the
Council decided to recommend that in considering the
document on review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy, contained in the annex to resolu
tion 1827 (LV), the General Assembly also consider,

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL POLICY, INCLUDING REGIONAL AND
SECTORAL DEVELOPMENTS (chapter II)

Resolution brought to the attention of
the General Assembly

General discussion of international economic and social
policy, including regional and sectoral developments

In resolution 1805 (LV), the Council expressed its
profound concern at the persistence of the international
monetary crisis and at the acute world food shortage,
appealed to Governments to take certain measures in
this regard, and appealed also to world public opinion
and information media to encourage and support
effective action by Governments to remove the dangers
for peace.

1. The Council at its fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth
sessions adopted a number of resolutions and decisions
which require either (a) that action be taken by the
General Assembly or (b) that they be brought speci
fically to the attention of the General Assembly. The
resolutions and decisions in these two categories are
listed below under the relevant chapter or section
headings of this report.
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Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Special measures in favour of the least developed among
the developing countries

In resolution 175'4 (LIV) , the Council, inter alia,
invited the United Nations Development Programme,
the World Bank Group, the specialized agencies, other
organizations in the United Nations system 'and ,the
l'egionail. economic commissions and regional banks
directly concerned to submit reports to the Secretary
General and to the Council at its fifty-sixth session on
various specified aspects or measures taken or recom
mended to be taken on the question. The Councila1so
requested the Secretary-General to report to it at its
fifty-sixth session on the subject.

SPECIAL MEASURES RELATED TO THE PARTICULAR
NEEDS OF THE LAND-LOCKED DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
(chapter III E)

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Special measures related to the particular needs of the
land-locked developing countries

In resolution 1755 (LIV), the Council, inter alia,
requested the Secretary-General to undertake a study
on ,the establishment of a fund to subsidize the ad
ditional transport costs of land-locked developing coun
tries, to be submitted through ,the Council to the
General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session.

THE PROBLEM OF MASS POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (chapter III F)

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

The problem of mass poverty and unemployment in
developing countries

In resolution 1808 (LV), the Council, after m~;king
several recommendations on the subject to Govern
ments, international organizations, the Intr,J'namonal
Labour Organisation, ·the United Nations Development
Programme and international and national governmental
financial institutions, decided to keep the matter under
scrutiny within the framework of Review and Appraisal
of the Strategy.

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND MOBILIZATION
OF PUBLIC OPINION RELATIVE TO PROBLEMS OF
DEVELOPMENT (Ichapter III G)

Resolution brought to the attemlon of the
General Assembly

Dissemination of information and mobillzation of public
opinion relative to problems of development

In resolution 1806 (LV), the CouncIl drew the
attention of the General Assembly to the suggestions
made in document E/5358/Add.1 by the Secretary
General relating to the functioning of the Centre for
Economic and Social Information as well as to the
views expressed on that subject during the discussions
at its fifty-fifth session.

2

COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY (chapter IV)

Decision brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Collective economic security

At its 1879th meeting, on 10 August 1973, the
Council decided to request the Secretary-General to
prepare a study of the concept of collective economic
security and decided to consider the study at its fifty..
seventh session.

REGIONAL CO-OPERATION (chapter V)

Resolutions brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Admission of Bangladesh to membership in the Eco..
nomic Commission for Asia and the Far East

In resolution 1735 (LIV), the Council decided to
amend paragraphs 2 and 3 of the terms of reference
of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East,
on condition that Bangladesh agrees to pay each year
an equitahle contribution, the total amount of which
will be determined periodically by the General Assem
bly ,in accordance with the procedure established by
the Assembly in similar cases; and it invited the
Secretary-General to enter into consultations and to
take the steps necessary for Bangladesh and the
General Assembly to reach agreement on the contribu
tion which this State will be required to make to the
budget of the United Nations.

Inclusion of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
within the geographical scope of the Economic Com..
mission for Asia and the Far East and admission of
the Terdtory to the Commission as an associate
member

In resolution 1811 (LV), ,the Council approved the
recommendation of the Commission that the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands be included in the
geographical scope of ECAFE and admitted as an
associate member of 1he Commission, and del-,ided to
amend paragraphs 2 and 4 of the terms of reference
of the Commission accordingly.

Inclusion of the Gilbert and ElUce Islands within the
geographical scope of the Economic Commission for
Asia and the Far East and admis~ion of the Islands
to the Commission as an associate member

In resolution 1812 (LV), the Council approved the
recommendation of the Commission that the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands be included in the geographical
scope of ECAFE and admitted as an associate member
of the. Commission; and decided to amend paragraphs
2 and 4 of the Iterms of reference of the Commission
accordingly.

Establishment of an economic commission for Western
Asia

In resolution 1818 (LV), the Council established
an Economic Commission for Western Asia to start
its operations on 1 January 1974. The resolution con
tains the terms of reference of Ithe Commission and
provisions regarding membership, functions and ad
ministrative arrangements.
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United Nations export promotion programmes

In resolution 1819 (LV), the Council invited the
Trade and Development Board to consider all possible
measures at both policy and operational levels that
would permit the UNCTAD/GATT International Trade
Centre to fully discharge its responsibilities as the
focal point for all United Nations assistance in the
field of trade promotion, :to give high priority to
developing countries in !its programme of action and
to intensify its programme of action in the field of
integrated projects for the economic development of
developing countries.

Study on regional structures

In resolution 1756 (LIV) , :the Council requested
the Joint Inspection Unit to linclude in its work pro
gramme an in-depth study of the regional structures
of the United Nations system, including such recom
mendations as it may deem appropriate to achieve the
above-mentioned purposes.

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT
(chapter VI)

Resolution and decision requiring action
by the General Assembly

Operational activities for development

In resolution 1821 (LV), the Council requested
the General Assembly to consider holding in 1974,
during its twenty-ninth session, a special pledging con
ference on the United Nations Children's Fund for
voluntary contributions to be made with a view to
helping to reach the target figure of $100 million
in 1975.

Participation of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme in thle Inter-Agency
Consultative Board of the UNDP

A,t its 1878th meeting, on 9 August 1973, the
Council decided to recommend to the General Assem
bly :the adoption of a draft resolution on the subject.

Decisions brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Reports of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme

At its 1878th meeting, on 9 August 1973, the
Council took note of the reports of the Governing
Council of UNDP on its fifteenth and sixteenth sessions,
and of the comments made iliereon.

World Food Programme

At its 1878th meeting, on 9 August 1973, the
Council (a) took note of the eleventh ,annual report
of the Intergovernmental Committee of the World
Food Programme and referred to its resumed fifty
fifth session the adoption of a resolution on 'the
pledging target for the World Food. Programme for
the period 1975/76 as contained in annex IV of the
report (E/5318); and (b) took note of the progress
report 'On the implementation of the recommendations
contained in the WFP/ICC "Report on Food Aid and
related Issues during the Second Development Decade"
(E/5318/Add.1), and decided to transmit it to the
General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session.

3

IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION
329 (1973) CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF ECO
NOMIC ASSISTANCE TO ZAMBIA (chapter VIII)

Resolutions brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Implementation of Secuiit)' Council resolution 329
(1973) concerning the question of economic assist
ance to Zambia

In resolutio!l1 1766 (LIV) , the Council requested
the Secretary-General to undertake certain measures
and all organizations and specialized agencies in the
United Nations system to support the efforts of the
Secretary-General in this regard. It also decided to
consider periodically the question of economic assist
ance ,to Zambia as envisaged in the Security Council
resolution.

Economic assistance to Zambia

In resolution 1798 (LV), the Council endorsed the
appeal made to the world community by the Secretary
General and his specific proposals in that regard, called
upon all Member States to make the required additional
contribuHons, and requested the Secretary-General to
keep the situation under constant review and to report
regularly to the Council.

PROSPECTS FOR FOOD DEFICITS AND FOOD AID NEEDS
(chapter IX)

R.esolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

In resolution 1760 (LIV) , the Council welcomed
the intention of the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to
submit concrete proposals designed to implement the
concept of minimum world food security for considera
tion by ,the Council of the Food and Agriculture
Organization in June 1973 and the Conference of
th0 Food and AgdcuIture Organization in November
1973; and invited the Director-General of the FAO
to report to the Economic and Social Council, at its
fifty-sixth session, on the progress made in formulating
and implementing those proposMs.

NATURAL RESOURCES (chapter X)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

Question of the establishment of a United Nations
revolving fund for natural resources exploration

In resolut,ion 1762 (LIV) , the Council recom
mended that the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session decide to establish a United Nations revolving
fund for natural resources exploration based on prin
ciples and objectives set out in the resolution; it also
recommended that the General Assembly at its twenty
eighth session request the Secretary-General to take
the necessary steps for the establishment of the fund.

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Permanent sovereignty over natural resources of de
veloping countries

In resolution 1737 (LIV) , the Council requested
the Secretary-General to complete the ~tudy of the
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POPULATION (chapter XIV)

Resolution brought to the attention oj the
General Assembly

United Nations Fund for Population Activities

In resolution 1763 (LIV), ,the Council, in pursuance
of General Assembly resolution 3019 (XXVII) which
placed the United Nations Fund for Population Ac
tivities under the authority of the Governing Council
of the United Nations Development Programme as the
governing body, subject to the conditions to be estab
lished by the Economic and Social Council, set out
the aims and purposes of the Fund.

considerations put forward by 'the Secretary"General
on the possibility of convening a second United Nations
Conference on Science and Technology and requested
the Committee on Science and Technology for De
velopment to examine ,the advisability of convening
such a conference.

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT CO-OPERATION
(chapter XIII)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

International Environment Co-operation

In resolution 1820 (LV), the Council recommended
to the General Assembly that it request the Governing
Council, at its second session, ,at which detailed work
programmes ~ncluding proposals from the Executive
Director for activities to be supported by the Environ~
ment Fund of UNEP will be considered, to organize
its work in such a way that substantive discussions
on these programme activities and their funding can
be held.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (chapter XXI)

Resolutions brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Unified approach to development analysis and planning

In resolution 1747 (LIV) , 1he Council recommended
certain steps to be taken by Governments in this field
and it requested the Secretary"General to undertake a
series of measures on the same subject.

THE SEA (chapter XVII)

Resolution brought to the attention oj the
General Assembly

Marine co-operation

In resolution 1802 (LV), the Council requested the
Secretary-General, i,zter alia, to strengthen his capability
of coHecting economic and technical information relat~
ing to the development of the resources and uses of
!fhe sea and to proceed to ,the regular dissemination
of relevant information in the most appropriate way;
and to prepare on a regular basis an updated version
of the study on the uses of the sea contained in
document E/5120. The Council further requested the
Secretary-General .to undertake a comprehensive inter~
disciplinary study to identify and review the problems
of coastal area development, using for this purpose the
expertise of the entire United Nations system, both
in technical and scientific matters, as well as in de
velopment planning.

4

political, economic, social and Jegalaspects of ,the
principle of permanent sovereignty over natural re~

sources, referred to in Council resolution 1673 D
(LII) , and to include therein the aspects of the per
manent sovereignty of States over their natural re~

sources of the sea"bed and the subsoil ,thereof within
the limits of national jurisdiction and dn the super~

jacent waters. The Council further requested the Secre~

tary"General to submit the study to the General Assem~
bly at its twenty"eighth session through the Economic
'and Social Council at its resumed fifty"fifth session.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (chapter XI)

Resolution and decisions requiring action by the
General Assembly

World Plan of Action for the Application of Science
and Technology to Development

In resolution 1823 (LV), the Council recommended
to the General Assembly that, at its ,twenty"eighth
session, it take note of the World Plan of Action
as a means of strengthening the scientific and techno~

logical components in international'c~operation and in
national development plans.

Reports on protein

At its 1876th meeting, on 7 August 1973, the
Council decided to recommend to the twenty-eighth
session of the General Assembly that ,the Assembly
no longer require a separate report on protein as
requested in its resolution 2416 (XXIII), in view of
a subsequent request by the Council for triennial
reports from the Protein Advisory Group.- The Council
indicated that adoption of this recommendation would
not preclude the Secretary-General from issuing a
covering note to those reports so as to permit him to
highlight his particular concerns in a distinctive manner.

Outflow of trained personnel from developing countries
to developed countries

At its 1879th meeting, on 10 August 1973, the
Council recommended to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session to defer consideration of the
question of the outflow of trained personnel from the
developing to the developed countries, through the
Committee on Science and Technology for Develop~

ment at its second session, to the General Assembly
at its twenty-ninth session.

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

The role of modern science and technology in the
development of nations and the need to strengthen
economic, technical and scientific co-operation among
States

In resolution 1826 (LV), the Council, inter alia,
recocrnized the importance of developing countries
establishing at the national level their own strategies
for the promotion of science and technology in accord"
ance with their priorities, considered that it was
necessary to initiate new actions to intensify inter~

national co-operation, requested the Committee on
Science and Technology for Development ,to examine
all methods whereby developing countries could be
assisted in the assessment of projects in that field,
decided to evaluate the uses of modern science and
technology for development; and it took note of thej'
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The aged and social security

In resolution 1751 (LIV) , the Council recommended
that Governments carry out, as far 'as national cir~
cumstances permit, especially in the developed coun~

tries, the necessary social security measures within the
framework of general planning and, in particular, carry
out certain steps specified in the resolution.

Needs and aspirations of youth

In resolution 1752 (LIV) , the Council took note
of the proposals for action contained in the report of
the Secretary-General and recommended them to Gov~

ernments, called upon Governments and international,
regional and non-governmental organizations, in co~

operation with the representatives of youth, t.o review
and appraise their policies for youth in the light of
the report, and urged organizations in the United
Nations system to give special attention, in the process
of x,eview and appraisal of the Strategy, to questions of
youth in development.

HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS (chapter XXIII)

Resolutions and decisions requiring action by the
General Assembly

Draft Convention on the Suppression and Punishment
of the Crime of Apartheid

In resolution 1784 (LIV) , ,the Council recommended
that the General Assembly, at its twenty-eighth session,
shou~d consider and approve the draft Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid.

Question of the punishment of war criminals and of
persons who have committed crimes against humanity

In resolution 1791 (LIV) , the Council recommended
that the General Assembly should, at its twenty-eighth
session, consider the draft principles of international
co-operation in the detection, arrest, extradition and
punishment of persons guilty of war crimes and crimes
against humanity, and the adoption of a draft resolu
tion on the subject.

The question of the absence and gross infringements
of trade union rights

In resolution 1796 (LIV) , the Council requested
the Secretary-General ,to transmit the resolution and
the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts
of the Commission on Human Rights (E/5245) to
the General Assembly.

Report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, the Council
decided, inter alia, to invite the General Assembly to
bdng to ,the notice of the Security Council the reported
aerial bombardment of and use of poisonous chemical
substances in the liberated areas by the Government
of Portugal, and to remind the Special CoID.lDittee on
Apartheid and the International Law Commission to
expedite their comments 'and suggestions on the study
of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts concerning
,the question of apartheid from :the point of view of
international penal law.1

1 Subsequent to the approval of this decision, the Chairman
of the International Law Commission addressed a letter to the
President of the Economic and Social Council (E/5384).

s

Periodic reports on human rights

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, the Council
decided -to draw the attention of the General Assembly
to ,the importance ofth'e periodic reports system and
to invite the Assembly to urge States Members of the
United Nations and members of the specialized agencies
to co-operate fully in submitting reports under that
system.

Draft programme for the Decade for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, the Council
decided to submit to ,the General Assembly, at its
twenty-eighth session, the draft programme for the
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination set out in Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1 (XXIX).

ReSolution and decisions brought to the attention
of the General Assembly

Activities of non-governmental organizations to combat
racism and racial discrimination

In resolution 1782 (LIV), the Council mvited the
non-governmental organizations which have a special
interest in the subject and which act in good faith
to intensify their efforts in this regard.

Report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, the Council
decided to request the Secretary-General to explore
ways and means of providing assistance to the victims
of the situation referred to in Commission on Human
Rights resolution 19 (XXIX), particulal1ly the political
prisoners and members of their families, and called
upon the Secretary-General and ,the United Nations
Council for Namibia to take into consideration the
conclusions and recommendations of the Ad Hoc
Working Group of Experts on Namibia in their ac
tivities relating to Namibia.

Teaching of human rights in universities, and develop
ment of an independent scientific discipline of human
rights

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, the Council
took note of the fact :that the Commission on Human
Rights favoured the establishment of a centre for
teaching and research in the field of human rights
within the framework of the United Nations University.

Human rights

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, :the Council,
having taken note of ,the letter dated 4 May 1973 from
the Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, rejected
the contents of the [etter and the baseless attacks on the
mem.bers of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts as
well as the Commission on Human Rights.

Further studies on racial discrimination

At its 1858th meeting, on 18 May 1973, 'the Council
decided to request 'the Special Rapporteur of the study
entitled "Racial Discrimination" to update that study
with special emphasis cm. discrimination based on
colour.
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Rationalization and improvement of the system of
periodic reports art. human rights

At its 1858th meeting, 00 18 May 1973, the Council
'endorsed ,the recommendations cOIllcerning periodic
reports on human rights contained in the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Periodic Reports on its special
s'ession. Among ,those recommendations, the Committee
stated that it did not concur with the changes in recom
mendation 10 of the Joint Inspection Unit and rec
ommended the continuation of various measures fol
lowed previous[y.

HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS (chapter XXIV)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

Assistance in cases of natural disasters and other
disaster situations

In resolution 1803 (LV), the Council, inter alia,
recommended to the General Assembly to examine the
most expeditious procedures for the ,release of emer
gency assistance funds, taking into account all the
views expressed on this subjeot, in particular in the
Co-ordination Committee,as well as in the report of
the Secretary-General (A/9063). It further recom
mended that the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 2816 (XXVI) should be pursued as soon
as possible in such important fields as the prevention,
control and prediction of natural disasters, and the
collection and dissemination of information concerning
technological developments.

Resolutions brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Aid to the Sudano-Sahelian populations threatened
with famine

In resolution 1759 (LIV) , ,the Council adopted
various measures with 'the aim of extending speedy
and co-ordinated aid to the Sudano-Sahelian popula
tions threatened with famine.

In resolution 1797 (LV), the Coundl appealed to
Governments, specialized agencies, organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system and other
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
to provide additional emergency assistance to the
Sudano-Sahelian populations threatened with famine.

The Council requested the Secretary-General1to ~eport

to it, at its resumed fifty-fifth session, on the imple
mentation of the resolution and on the development
of the situation.

Assistance to southern Sudanese returnees and displaced
persons

In resolution 1799 (LV), the Council called upon
Governments, specialized agencies and non-govern
mental organizations further to extend their assistance
to the Government of Sudan in its efforts towards the
normalization of the situation in the region; and
requested the High Commissioner for Refugees to
submit a final report on the situation ,to the Council
at its fifty-sixth session.

Capital punishment

In r,esolution 1745' (LIV) , the Council invited the
Secretary-General to present to it periodic updated
and analytical reports at five-year intervals starting
from 1975 on the question of capital punishment.

6

Preparation of an international code of police ethics

In resolution 1794 (LIV) , ,the Council requested
the Commission on Human Rights to consider the
question of the preparation of an international code
of police ethics, at ,an appropriate future session, on
the basis of the recommendations to be made by the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control.

QUESTIONS OF PROGRAMME AND CO-ORDINATION
(chapter XXV)

Resolution requiring action by the General Assembly

Work programme and budget for 1974-1975 and
medium-term plan for 1974-1977 relating to eco
nomic, social and human rights activities

In resolution 1801 (LV), the Council recommended
to the General Assembly that the programme-reviewing
bodies and the Secretary-General be requested, in
preparing future budgets and medium-term plans, to
take into account to the maximum extent possible,
inter alia, the considerations and recommendations
contained in paragraph 96 (A) of the report of the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination on its
fourteenth session and fl1l~ther recommended to the
General Assembly that, in examining the programme
budget for 1974-1975 and medium-term plan for 1974
1977, it take into account the considerations contained
in the report of ,the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination on its fouflteenth session,as weIl as,
inter alia, the conclusions concerning the work pro
gramme of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs as recommended in paragraph 96 (B). The
Council requested the General Assembly to take into
account the comments and proposals made during the
debate on this question at its fifty-fifth session, and
decided to transmit the report of ,the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination on its fourteenth session,
together with the relevant summary records, ItO the
General Assembly.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON GRANT
ING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES
AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH
THE UNITED NATIONS (chapter XXVI)

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
by the specialized agencies and the international
institutions associated with the United Nations

In resolution 1804 (LV), the Council, inter alia,
called upon all the specialized agencies and the insti
tutions associated with the United Nations to take
measures to expedite the full and speedy implementa
tion of the provisions of General Assembly resolu
tion 2980 (XXVII) and other related United Nations
decisions; and commended, as a matter of priority, that
with a view to effecting the representation of the
colonial territories in Africa by their national libera
tion movements in accordance with paragraph 7 of
General Assembly resolution 2980 (XXVII), agencies
and organizations should make appropriate procedural
arrangements immediately and, if necessary, amend
their relevant instruments to ,enable ,the trepresentatives
of these liberation movements recognized by ,the Organ-
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ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER QUESTIONS
(,chapter XXXI)

Decisions brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Calendar of conferences

At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the
Council (a) decided to approve ,the Council pro
gramme of meetings for 1974; and (b) took note of
the provisional calendar for 1975.

Increase in the seating capacity of the Economic and
Social Council Chamber

At its 1876th meeting, ,the Council decided to
approve the plan for the expansion of the Economic
and Social Council Chamber at United Nations Head
quarters reproduced in Annex II of the report by the
President of the Economic and Social Council on this
question. (E/5382).

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (chapter XXX)

Decision requiring action by the General Assembly

Role of non-governmental organizations in the pro-
gramme for the Decade of Action to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination

At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the
Council decided (1) ,to submit to the General Assem
bly, for consideration at its twenty-eighth session, the
draft recommendations of the Committee on Non
Governmenta,l Organizations on the role of non-govern
mental organizations in the programme for a decade
of action to ,combat racism and racial discrimination,
contained in annex I of document E/5386; (2) to
I1:ransmit to the General Assembly, for its information,
the suggestions made by the Committee of Non-Gov
ernmental Organizations on Human Rights concerning
possible modifications in the draft programme for a
decade of action to combat racism and racial discrimina
tion, contained in annex II of document E/5'386;and
(3) to request the Secretary-General to examine the
possibilities of assisting'1on-governmental conferences
in this field, including the provision of conference
facilities, such as interpretation and documentation
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session.

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Contributions of non-governmental organizations to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples

In resolution 1740 (LIV) , the Council requested
its Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to
remain seized of this question and to continue to
explore ways of engaging non-governmental organiza
tions actively in the implementaHon of the Declaration
and to report as appropriate to it.

7

ization of Afric8JIl Unity to participate in all proceedings
relating to their countries, particularly so as to ensure
that assistance projects of ,the ,agencies and organiza
tions can be car,ried out for the benefit of the peoples
of these territories.

RATIONALIZATION OF THE COUNCIL'S METHOD OF WORK
AND STRUCTURE (chapter XXIX)

Resolution brought to the attention of the
General Assembly

Rationalization of the work of the Economic and
Social Council
In resolution 1768 (LIV), ,the Council decided that

henceforth it would so orient its deliberations as to
focus attention on major issues and emerging deveI?p
ments on which action would be necessary to brmg
about more equitable and harmonious economi? and
social relationships, in particular through the lll1ple
mentation of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade
in a dynamic way. It would, for this purpose, and in
full accord with its functions under the Charter, make
policy recommendations to Governments of Member
States and establish adequate policy guidelines and
directives for the activities of the United Nations
system' and it also decided to this 'end, ~n alternate
years 'to concentrate its a~tention on, :respectiyely,
(a) the review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy, in particular .during the sum~er
session; and (b) other areas whIch would reqUIre
policy guidance and action.

The Council reaffirmed that, in order to fulfil its
responsibilities under Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter,
to promote universal respect for, and observance of,
human rights and fun.damenta! freedom~, it shall c,on
sider the reports of ,Its functlOna~ bodIes responSIble
in ,the field of human rights and, on that basis, it shall
(a) make appropriate recommendations to the General
Assembly in ,that field, and (b) examine and approve
the work programmes of the United Nations in the
field of human rights.

The Council further decided that, in view of the
profound changes in world-wide economic co-operation
within the United Nations system which have taken
place since the conclusion of the present agreements
between the .JHited Nations and the specialized agencies
and the IAEA, the Council would review the existing
agreements with a ,:iew to st,rengthening t?e coh~rence

of the system and Its capacIty to ~ulfil, III partIcular,
the objectives of the Strategy in an effective and co
ordinated manner. The Secretary-General is requested
for this purpose to submit to the Council, at its fifty
seventh session, a descriptive and analytical report.
The executive heads of the specialized agencies and
the IAEA are also invited to present their views on
,this matter to the Council through the Secretary
General.

Measures to improve the documentation of the Council
At its 1876th meeting, on 7 August 1973, the Coun

cil decided to introduce certain changes in the form
and content of its report to the General Assembly.
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Chapter II

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOl\IIC AND SOCIAL POLICY,
INCLUDING REGIONAL AND S.ECTORAL DEVELOPMENTS
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7. The Secretary-General emphasized that the de
velopment of the poorer countries remained the priority
task of the entire United Nations system. The Council
would, he was sure, be as concerned as he was by the
stubborn persistence of mass poverty and unemploy
ment. In such circumstances, generous material aid
from the international community should be combined
wHb. imaginative ·social programmes devised by the
Governments concerned for a massive onslaught on an
evil which in itself constituted a powerful impediment
to progress.

8. In the general discussion of international eco
nomic and social policy including regional and sectoral
development (item 3 of the agenda for the Council's
fifty-fifth session), which was held from the 1860th to
1877th meetings,2 in addition to the documentation on
the first over-all review and appraisal of progress in
implementing the International Development Strategy
noted in chapter Ill, section A below, the Council had
before it the World Economic Survey, 1972;,3 "Econo
mic survey of Europe in 1972: summary" (E/S311);
"Survey of economic conditions in Africa, 1972: sum-

system of commercial and montary exchanges between
the great established trading nations. It was hardly to
be wondered that the idea of collective economic secu
rity, an idea long dormant, had finally taken form.
The goal of assuring the economic security of all Mem
ber States through collective action was indeed ambi
tious, but it was not beyond the power of the United
Nations.

6. The Secretary-General said that the rates of eco
nomic growth of many countries that had fallen below
the mean; debt burdens that were becoming intolerable;
aid levels that were gravely short of the target; expecta
tions that, if current trends prevailed, were doomed to
bitter disappointment-all required immediate and
critical attention. Other factors in the current situation
would also need careful scrutiny, he added. An extra
ordinarily flourishing technology had brought changes
that sometimes appeared to take place at breakneck
speed and that had tended to give rise to distortions in
the development of some of the poorer countries. Man
agerial ingenuity had devised new forms of business
organization-the multinational corporations-which,
whatever their undoubted merit, had raised questions of
sovereignty, control and accountability which were
adding to current uncertainties about the future and
which also tended to interfere with international rela
tions.

2 E/SR.1860-1877.
8 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.C.1.

8

2. The destiny that binds the nations together for
good or ill compels them to persist in the struggle for a
new balance of economic vectors, the President of the
Economic and Social Council declared at the opening
of the fifty-fifth session.1 The collective political will,
he added, remained the sole instrument for making
economic development a less hazardous venture and
expansion a more stable process. International co
operation, although admittedly no magic potion, could
help national economies to correct national weaknesses
and to find their own solution to their particular prob
lems.

3. It must be recognized, the President said, that
the world economy was in a crucial period of transition
and that the financial crisis was far from being checked.
Superficial measures enacted in exclusive circles could
not solve the inextricably interrelated problems of the
world economy. However, the elements of disruption
would ultimately release the creative instincts for pro
gress and change and would lead to solidarity in devel
0pment and expansion, once the fallacious assumption
that nothing would change if the status quo could be
patched up in good time was dismissed.

4. Pointing to the need for strengthening the Coun
cil, the President stated that the most important con
tribution the Council could make to improving the
world economic and social order was to become a
forum for negotiation from which broad guidelines
could emerge and subsequently be further developed.
A Council engaging in a process of quasi-permanent
negotiation would probably be the ideal instrument for
ensuring the type of international economic co-opera
tion capable of overcoming critical situations that could
be resolved only within accepted parameters encom
passing global development and prosperity. The Coun
cil should receive impulses from different sectors, even
if they conflicted, and through a process of negotiation
aiming at a consensus provide the necessary synthesis
for action.

5. In an opening statement at the 18S9th meeting
of the Council, the Secretary-General stated that not
only did 1973 mark the first review and appraisal of
the International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade but, closely
related to that, important negotiations were either under
way or about to open. Matters of which the United
Nations had long been aware, but which had too often
been laid aside, were coming to a head. Uncertainties
beset not only the concerted efforts to break the hold of
poverty on the developing world but even the basic
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mary" (E/5312); "Economic survey of Asia and the ~
Far East, 1972: summary" (E/5313); "Outstanding!
aspects of the Latin American economy in 1972: sum-;
mary" (El5314); and "Studies on development prob- .
lems in selected countries of the Middle East: sum
mary" (E/5315).

9. Many references were made to the outstanding
political events of recent months that had resulted in
new perceptions of political realities and contributed to
a significant improvement in international relations. A
transition could now be seen from the policy of con
frontation to the establishment of peaceful co-operation
among nations. It was unfortunate, a number of repre
sentatives reminded the Council, that some parts of
the world had not yet escaped from conflicts and ten
sions; there were still some examples of colonialism
and racial disrimination in the world. Efforts needed to
be continued to harmonize international relations and
to strengthen internatjonal peace and security. It was
the general view of participants in the discussion that
the atmosphere of general detente in the world provided
the indispensable condition for an adequate study of
the problems of the accelerated economic and social
progress of developing countries. The curbing of the
armaments race could release substantial human and
financial resources for promoting the well-being of
people throughout the world.

10. It was noted with satisfaction that the indus
trialized countries that had experienced recessionary
trends in 1970 and 1971 were now showing a remark
able upsurge in their production. The impact of that·
upsurge was reflected in international trade, which had
recorded a vigorous expansion in 1972. There was a
close relationship, it was pointed out, between the sus
tained expansion of the economies of developed coun
tries and a correspondingly sustained expansion of
those of the developing countries. It was necessary to
encourage the process of mutual feedback by designing
and implementing enlightened policies and thereby help
to bring about an integrated world economy. Some
representatives drew attention to the trend towards the
establishment of larger economic groupings among d,...
veloped countries. They were appreciative of the ad
vantages of such groupings, but felt concern about their
possible adverse repercussions on developing countries.
Hopes were expressed that such groupings would prove
to be outward-looking and would lead to general ex
pansion of trade rather than to diversion of trade
among partners in the groupings.

11. Notwithstanding the recent upsurge, it was
stated, inflationary forces were rampant in many parts
of the world, the continuing rise in prices and costs was
creating difficulties in both developed and developing
countries, and comprehensive policy measures were
needed to cope with the situation. The recurrent inter
national monetary crisis also indicated that the world
economy was still in search of a new equilibrium. It
was the view of several representatives that the floating
of currencies had created serious uncertainties and had
adversely affected the developing countries. A smoothly
functioning international monetary system was con
sidered to be essential for the progress of the world
economy. A number of representatives suggested that
steps should be taken to return to a system of stable,
although adjustable, exchange rates. It was also sug
gested that changes in the parities of exchange rates
should be smaller and made more promptly than in the
past. The need to control speculative capital movements

9
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so as to ensure that exchange rates were not always at
the mercy of speculators was stressed. Some representa
tives expressed the view that the speciaJ drawing rights
of the International Monetary Fund should eventually
become the main reserve asset and replace gold as the
numeraire of the international monetary system. One
representative felt tha., an international monetary con
ference was needed to devise an appropriate long-term
solution to the current monetary crisis; he suggested
that the forthcoming meeting of the World Bank in
Nairobi should be converted into such a conference.

12. It was generally felt that the pace of economic
growth of the developing countries during the past year
had been inadequate, with the result that the gap be
tween the rich and the poor countries, continued to
widen. Many developing countries, especially in Africa
and Asia, had been experiencing rates of economic
growth that were well below the average for the devel~

oping world. Some developing countries did not record
any gain at all in that respect during the past year.

13. The growth trends of many developing coun
tries were heavily influenced by the poor performance
of their agricultural sector. Agricultural production in
the developing countries as a whole had declined in
1972, a situation that stemmed chiefly from the inade
quate attention given to agriculture in the pflSt. There
was consensus that development t1uusts would fail if
appropriate efforts were not made to expand and
modernize agriculture, the major sector of activity in
most developing countries. A strong agricultural sector
was needed in the developing countries both for pro
duction of food and raw materials and for the creation
of markets for industrial products. That did not imply,
however, that the industrial sector should be accorded a
lower priority. It was necessary to establish a balance
between agriculture and industry and between light and
heavy industry, so as to strengthen the mutual feed
backs among the various activities in an economy.

14. Many representatives expressed concern that,
despite the economic growth recorded in recent years,
most developing countries continued to encounter seri
ous problems of mass poverty, widesprend unemploy
ment and uncontrolled urbanization. The gap between
the richer and poorer sections of the population and be
tween the cities and rural areas was widening in many
countries. The educational system often remained anti
quated and ill-adapted to development needs.

15. Such problems demonstrated that d~velopment

needed to encompass a multiplicity of objectives and
that, while ecrtnomic growth would have to remain the
key elel11~nt, social reforms would need to be made that
would help to give an impetus to that growth. Devel
oping countries were showing a growing awareness of
that need and their efforts should be strengthened.

16. Emphasizing that the development process had
multiple facets, a number of representatives suggested
that the traditional concepts of gross domestic product
and national income could be usefully supp1emented
by other indicators that took into account a number of
those facets and thereby provided a better measure of
economic welfare. They were of the opinion that
endeavours in that direction should be made as part of
the work on the periodic review and appraisal of pro
gress in implementing the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade.4

4 For further details, see chapter Ill, section A below.
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17. Many representatives expressed regret that pro··
gress had not been made towards achieving the targets
specified in the International Development Strategy
with regard to the net flow of financial resources from
the developed to the developing countries. As a ratio of
the gross national product of the developed countries,
the net flow of financial resources in 1971 and its
critical component, official development assistance, had
been substantially less than the levels recorded a decade
earlier. There had been some increase in the ratio in
1971 as compared to the preceding year, but it now
appeared that even that improvement had not been
maintained in 1972. Individually, a number of devel
oped countries had substantially expanded their net
flow of financial resources to developing countries, but
the over-all result 3ad remained disappointing because
other developed countries had not made adequate con
tributions. It was also pointed out that the high debt
servicing burden was jeopardizing the progress of de
veloping countries.

18. Despite many efforts of recent years and some
achievements, H was stated by several representatives,
much still remained to be done to arrive at a more
meaningful concept of development co-operation. The
importance of self·reliance in the developing countries
was emphasized, and it was stated that foreign assist
ance should be provided according to principles of
equality and mutual benefit to supplement their efforts.
Insofar as financial assistance was provided to the
developing countries in the form of [oans, it should be
on low rates of interest or free of interest. Effective
solutions should be devised for the severe problems
that several de"eloping countries were facing in respect
of repayment otloans.

19. A number of representatives also expressed
regret that the~e had been little progress in the transfer
of technology for accelerated development from the
economically advanced countries to the developing
world. One representative s·tated ,that the technology
that had been offered to the developing countries was
either outdat~d or very expensive or both. The need
for lowering the 'costs of technology was stressed by
a number of :,epresentatives.

20. The role of foreign private capital also figured
in the discussion. It was ,recognized that while, by
virtue of th~ir financial resources and technical know
ledge, multinational corporations had been acting as
powerful agents in international trade and finance, their
activities h:ld also given rise 'to serious concern and
had even endangered the national sovereignty and
independence of a number of developing countries.
Foreign p~ivate investment should be made in the
framework of the development objectives and priorities
of the developing countries. For their part, developing
countries that sought foreign private capital should
provide s!litable conditions for investors from abroad.
Some representatives referred ,to ,the need for drawing
up a code of conduct that could help to harmonize
the interests of both investors and host countries.
Representatives expressed keen interest in the work to
be undertaken by the Group of Eminent Persons re
cently appointed to study the role of multinational
corporations.

21. While the vigour shown by international trade
during the past year was welcomed by all, a number
of representatives drew attention ,to the fact that the
trad~ of developing countries was not expanding as
fast as that of the rest of the world, with the result
that their share in total world trade was continuing
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to decline. While the prices of several primary comM

modities had risen substantially in recent months,
some commodities were stin facing difficulties. One
representative was of the opinion that nothing had
changed in the unjust international division of labour,
,the lack of progress being due to the absence of
political wHl on the part of the countries that herd
the key to the world economy.

22. There was a consensus that new prospects were
opening up by virtue of the forthcoming multilateral
trade negotiations and the international discussions that
were under way with regard to the reform of the inter
national monetary system. While those issues were not
directly before the Council, it was aware of their
significance in shaping and reforming the world eco
nomy. Vital interests of ,the developing Icountries were
involved in those negotiations, and those countries
should be accorded a full and effective voice in decision
making.

23. The multilateral trade negotia,tions to be under
taken in the framework of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade, it was stated, should lead to
additional benefits for developing countries. Those
countries should not suffer losses as a result of pref
erential arrangements among developed countries. The
generalized scheme of preferences for imports of manu
facturl;':d and semi-manufactured goods from developing
countries should be made fully operational through its
implementation by those developed 'countries that had
not yet done so and through a substantial improve
ment in the scheme already ~n operation. There should
be a strict application of the principle of non-reciprocity
in all such matters between developing and developed
countries. Appropriate attention should be given to
,the problems of primary commodities entering inter
national trade.

24. With regard to monetary matters, the partici
pants in the general discussion in the Council felt that
,the negotiations under way in the Ad Hoc Committee
on Reform of the International Monetary System and
Related Issues established by the Board of Governors
of the International Monetary Fund should lead to
an effective set of solutions to the 'current problems.
It was suggested that special drawing rights should
form a growing proportion of the total external reserves
and that they should be created every year without a
gap. A number of repn'sentatives also stressed the need
for an early establishment of the proposed link between
speciaJ drawing rights ::md development assistance.

25. It was generally agreed that the pefiodic review
and appraisal of progress in implementing the Inter
national Development Strategy provided the Council
with a useful mechanism for organizing tits work and.
for preparing action-oriented guidelines. Any disap
pointments about the practical results of the Strategy
so far should not be allowed to endanger its very
existence. Vigorol1'J efforts should be continued to
achieve an equitable and balanced pattern of develop
ment in the world, with universal well-being its rneasur,e
of success. Only in that way would it be possible to
achieve ,the goal of collective economic security.

26. The Council, in additioa to being a forum for
formulating policy recommendations and guidelines also
had, simultaneously, the responsibility of ensuring co
ordination among various bodies and organizations of
the United Nations system. engaged in economic and
sociaJ activities. The role of the Council was not to
encroach upon the functions assigned to the governing
bodies of different organizations, but to examine and to
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facilitate a harmonization of their activities that had expansion and to social progress throughout the wor~d.
intersectoral and system-wide implications. As the centre of the United Nations system in the

27. The view was generally ,expressed that the economic and social fields, the Council must act both
enlargement of the Council, which was expected to as an inspirer and as a critical analyst of the plans
take place soon, would enhance its authority and would and programmes of its subsidiary and affiliated bodies.
help it to discharge its responsibilities effectively. The Collaboration offered the means of examining the
need for rationalizing and streamlining the work of development of the world economic and social situa-
the Council was emphasized by a number of repre- tion from a truly global viewpoint and of devising
sentatives. The general view was that the work would concerted solutions to be transformed into collective
be carried out more efficiently if there were fewer action for the benefit of all mankind.
items on the agenda of each session and fewer and 32. There was confidence that new avenues of
shorter documents to serve as the basis of discussion understanding could lead, in dIe framework of the
on those items. United Nations, to a safer and better world, if the

28. The need to arrive at decisions in the Council Council took advantage of the momentum of political
by consensus was strongly supported. One representa- detente to solve the problem of underdevelopment.
tive did not feel, however, that that was the way to While there was no unanimity as to diagnosis or
strengthen the authority of the Council and to make therapy, there was uneasiness regarding the still un-
its decisions effective. In his judgement, decisions should checked monetary crisis and the lack of agreement on
be ~~de, as set out in Article 67 of the Charter, "by a an approach to the multilateral trade negotiations. Also
maJonty of the members present and voting". of concern were the inflationary pressures which could

29. In a statement at the end of the general discus- have disruptive effects on the future of international
sion, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and co-operation for dev,elopmellt, the food orisis which
Social Affairs said that the current atmospher,e of endangered life and social advancement in vast portions
political detente should promote international economic of the developing world, and the role of multinational
co-operation, but it could not be expected to bring companies.
it about automatically. There was a danger of at least 33. The President stressed that the general discus-
temporary maladjustments resuHing from diversionary sion had revealed a strong consensus in favour of
strains in commercial and financial flows. Moreover, an'iving at concrete, policy-oriented decisions that,
international economic co-operation needed to be based combined with purposeful action, might bring a stable
on a spirit of concession and non-reciprocity, the peace and economic security within the reach of the
variations in which were not necessarily related to the Organization.
political cHmate. It also had to be recognized ,that the 34. At ,the 1872nd meeting of the Council, the
complexity of the world economy had little to do with representative of Chile introduced a revised draft resolu-
the political tensions. The spirit of tinternational eco- tion (E/L.1561/Rev.l) dealing with key current
nomic co-operation, he said, might be reaffirmed during economic and social problems, an earlier version of
the appraisal of the International Dev:elopment Strategy, which (E/L.1561) had been circulated to members
the forthcoming multilateral -trade negotiations and the of the Council.
sugar trade deliberations. On those occasions, the indus- 35. At the 1873rd meeting, several :representatives
trialized countries might indicate whether they were suggested improvements to the text of the revised draft
willing to make the additional efforts that political resolution and it was decided that the representative of
detente seemed to require. Chile should hold consultations with a view to producing

30. The Under-Secretary-General pointed out that a further revised text.
the world economy was currently characterized by 36 At th 1875th . th .
contrasts and imbalances, the existence of both short- . . . e meetmg, . e representatIve ofChIle mtroduced a further reVIsed draft resolution
ages and surpluses, and by the emergence of conflicts (E/L.1561/Rev.2) and explained the changes that had
between economic growth and the quality of ·life--con- been made.
flicts that had been heightened by the energy shortages
that were beginning to develop. Inflation was wide- 37. At the same meeting, the representative of
spread and, since -the traditional methods of combating Argentina proposed several oral amendments. to the
it had become inadequate, !it was necessary ,to sup- revised draft resolution which were all subsequently
plement them by other, of.ten controversial, methods. accepted by the sponsor, with the exception of the
The ,international monetary system, too, was marked amendment whereby in section C, operative para-
by uncertainty. It was not clear whether -there was a graph 1, the words "a new equilibrium in" would be
monetary cris,is or just a new situation characterized inserted between the words "expansion of trade and"
by greater flexibility to which it was not impossible and "economic relations between". The sponsor also
to adapt. On the whole, it did not seem that the system amended his text to take account of suggestions made
of floating exchange :rates had had adverse effects on by the representatives of India and Japan.
international trade or that it had paralysed govern- 38. At the same meeting, it was decided that further
mental decisions on investment and development policy. consultations should be held among all representatives
It would, however, be wrong to believe that a system who had submitt,ed or intended to submit amendments
:of floating exchange rates could exempt any country to the text, and that the revised text should subse-
from obeying certain disciplines or free it from any quently be considered in the Economic Committee.
external constraints, or that it could make attempts at 39. At the 656th meeting of the Economic Com-
concertation any less necessary. mittee, the J:'Iepresentative of Chile introduced another

31. In a concluding statement, at the 1873rd meet- rev!sion of. the draft resolution (E/L.1561/Rev.3),
ing, the President of the Council said that the general wInch contamed almost all the amendments previously
discussion had revealed a common and amply mani- proposed.
fested will to keep the Economic and Social Council 40. At the 662nd meeting, the representative of
alive to the problems of economic develop.ment and Chile orally revised the draft resolution by (a) replac-
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ing the word "Communities" by "Community" in the
second preambular paragraph; (b) deleting the words
"and growing" in section B, operative paragraph 3;
(c) replacing ,the words "rich and poor" by the words
"developed and developing" in section C, operative
paragraph 1. He also accepted ,the proposal of the
European Economic Community to reword the end of
section C, operative paragraph 3 as follows: "... as
well as within the framework of the forthcoming multi
lateral trade negotiations, the readaptation of the rules
regulating international trade in agricultural products;".

41. At the same meeting the representative of the
United Kingdom orally proposed to replace -the word
"disequilibrium" by the word "uncertainty" in sec
tion B, operative paragraph 2 (a).

42. In the course of the discussion, some repre
sentatives suggested postponing further work on the
draft resolution until after the Committee of Governors
for the Reform of the International Monetary System
and Related Issues had concluded its session at Wash
ington. Some considered that there was 1110 monetary
crisis as such and that the draft resolution was too
alarmist and took no account of measures already
adopted and of progress made. Others stressed the
urgency of adopting the draft resolution and the need
for the Council to take an initiative on the subject.

43. At the 662nd meeting, at the request of the
representative of Canada, the Committee voted on
the revised draft resolution (E/L.1561 /Rev.3), as
orally amended. The revised draft resolution was
adopted by 37 votes to none, with 8 abstentions.

44. Argentina, Belgium, Denmark, Fin1and, Italy,
Japan, New Zealand, Poland, Sweden, Union of Soviet
Sociali~t Republics and United States of America gave
explanations of their vote.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

45. At its 1877th meeting,r; the Council considered
the draft resolution recommended by the Economic
Committee (E/5390).0

46. In an explanation of vote, the representative
of the United States of America stated that as the
representative of Chile had been unable to accept
the suggestions he had made at the 662nd meeting
of the Economic Committee with a view to amending
the revised draft resolution, his delegation would be
obliged to vote against the draft resolution recom
mended by the Economic Committee.

47. At the same meeting the Council adopted the
draft resolution by 20 votes to 1, with 3 abstentions.

48. In that resolution ( 1805 (LV» the Council
(1) expressed its satisfaction at the evident reduction
in international tension achieved so far; also, its anxiety
at the persistence of certain focal points of tension in
some parts of the world; (2) expressed its profound
concern at the persistence and aggravation of the
international monetary crisis and inflationary pressures,
which affected even countries that until now were free
from that scourge, and at the delay in attacking the
underlying causes of the monetary confusion and in
agreeing on appropriate measures for establishing a
system which would serve the interests of the whole
international community; (3) considered that that con
cern was justified, inter alia, by the following effects
that the adverse factors mentioned in paragraphs 1

5 E/SR.1877.
o Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 3.
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and 2 above produced or might produce: (a) a
manifest disequilibrium in international payments, which
seriously interfered with trade and gravely affected the
outcome of the trade negotiations under the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade scheduled for the end
of 1973, and threatened ,to limit the scope of those
negotiations and to stultify any beneficial results for
the whole international community; (b) a further
deterioration of the difficult economic and social con
dition of the great majority of the developing countries,
which were affected by those phenomena directly, be
cause of the rise in the prices of dIeir imports and
the devaluation of their currency reserves, and also
because they had a negative effect on the attainment
of the targets of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade;
(c) increased speculation, encouraging activities con
trary to the interests of the world ,community and the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, inter
alia, on the part of certain large multinational corpora
,tions, banks and financial operators, in so far as it
increased the difficulty of defining a new stable monetary
system designed to promote accelerated and sustained
development and world economic expansion; (4) ex
pressed its equally profound concern at the acute world
food shortage, which had become exceptionally serious
because of the decline in production due to major
droughts. and floods m~d~he exhaustion of grain stocks,
aggravatmg the chromc Imbalance between population
growth and the food supply in the world as a whole,
all of which meant continued malnutrition for more
than 1,500 million human beings, as was at the present
time particularly reflected in the situation in the coun
tries of the Sudano-Sahelian region; (5) appealed to
Governments of al,l States Members of the United
Nations and members of the specialized agencies to
take prompt and effective measures with a view to:
(a) intensifying and accelerating the consultations
designed to attain the objectives set forth in resolu
tion 84 (Ill) of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development of 21 May 1972-paragraph 2
of which stated that a more satisfactory system of
~~net~ry co-operation, with the wi?est possible par
tICIpatIOn of developed and developmg countries was
desirable-the principal aim being to ensure th~t the
new monetary order would meet the interests of all
countries, large and s.mall, developed and developing,
encourage the expanSIOn of trade and economic rela
tions between all countries in the world, without any
discrimination on political or other grounds, vigorously
accelerate the economic and social development of the
developing world, particularly the least advanced coun
tries, and promote a wider and more equitable distribu
tion of income at the world-wide level; (b) making
a co-ordinated attack on problems in the monetary,
trade and financial spheres, in accordance with resolu
tion 84 (Ill) of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, Economic and Social Council
resolution 1722 (LIII) of 28 July 1972 and General
Assembly resolutions 3040 (XXVII) and 3041
(XXVII) of 19 December 1972, taking into con
sideration the interdependence of those problems and
the need for full participation by both developed and
developing countries and bearing in mind the fact that
nol" only should the interests of the developing coun
tries in the 'trade negotiations under the General Agree
ment on Tariffs and Trade receive adequate attention,
in accordance with those same resolutions, but also
,trade concessions should be supported by appropriate
supplementary measures, agreed upon by other com-
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petent bodies, ensuring that ,those countries could
effectively exercise the tariff and non-tariff advantages
they might derive from those negotiations; (c) putting
into effect a policy the basic objective of which would
be 1:0 satisfy fully, in all parts of the world, the
fundamental right of human beings to live free from
hunger through individual measures and international
co-operation, a result which should be achieved through
concerted action to bring about a ,rapid increase in
food production, espedaUy in the developing countries,
and to that end urgent consideration should be given
to the proposals by the Director-General of thc Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
concerning the establishment and co-ord:,nation of a
food reserve,7 particularly of ,cereals and dairy products,
in anticipation of emergency situations such as those
now existing, and also, within the frarriework of the
forthcoming multilateral trade negotiations, .to the re
adaptation of the rules regulating international trade
in a,gricultural produots; (d) making the maximum use

7 See EI5050 and Corr.l and E/50501Add.l
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of the institutional machinery set up within the United fI
Nations system in accordance with the principles of 1·.•· ;

the Charter, which remained fully in force; that ma- ' ,
'chinery might need t'J be adjusted to present conditions
and needs and its activities might need to be better !
co-ordinated, but it remained an irreplaceable instru- !
ment for the acplevement of the objectives stMed in •.I
Article 55 of the Charter, which all Member States,
in Article 56, had undertaken to promote; (6) appealed j
also to world public opinion and information media I
to encourage, promote and support prompt and effective I
action by Governments to remove the dangers for I
peace, international social justice, peaceful coexistence I
and the satisfaction of ,the vital needs of a large part I
of mankind presented by the adverse situations enu- f

merated in the present resolution, which frustrated the !
desire, shared by many members of the Council, for I'

the setting-up of a system of collective economic i
security which would benefit all countries and all
human beings and whose basic principles and method
of operation the Council was endeavouring to define.

1"
I
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Chapter III

SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE

L:

A. Review and appraisal of progress in implement
ing the International Developlnent S~rategy

49. The subject of the first over-aU review and
appraisal of progress in the implementation of the
International Development Strategy, item 4 of the
agenda for the Counci~'s fifty-fifth. sessi.on, fi~red
prominently in the Councll'~ gener~l dlscu~sIOn of mter
nU'tional economic and social pohcy at ltS 1859th. to
1873rd plenary meetings. l S.u,bsequently? the sU~Ject
was considered by the Council s Economic Committee
at its 642nd 643rd, 652nd, 668th, 669th and 670th
meetings2 and at a series of meetings of the Working
Group on Review and Appraisal established by the
Economic Committee, at its 637th meeting. Several
representatives also referred to the subject at the
648th and the 651st to 653rd meetings3 of the Eco
nomic Committee in ,the context of the discussion on
development planning and projections.

50. The Council had the following publications and
documents before it for its deliberations regarding the
first over-all review and appraisal: The International
Development Strategy: First Over-all Review and Ap
praisal of Issues and Policies;'! Implementation of the
International Development Strategy: Papers for ~he
First Over-all Review and Appraisal of Progress durzng
the Second United Nations Development Decade, vols. I
and II;G a report on review and appraisal ~t the
national level (E/5354); a note by the Secre~arla:t on
country participation in the first global reView and
appraisal of the International Development Strategy
(E/5285' and Add.1); and World Economic Survey,
1972° The Council also had before it chapter I of
the report of the Committee for Development Plan~ng
on its ninth session7 and the report of the Committee
on Review and Appraisal on its second session.s

Moreover the Council drew upon the relevant reports
of the r~gional economic commissions and of sub
sidiary bodies and functional commissions, including
the Committee on Science and Technology, ,the In
dustrial Development Board, ,the Commission for Social
Development and the Trade and Development Board.9

All documents submitted to the Committee on Review

1 E/SR.1859-1873.
2 ElAC.6/SR.642, 643, 652, 668, 669, 670.
3 ElAC.6/SR.648, 651-653.
4 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.6.
5 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.A.2 and 3.
G United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.II.C.1.
7 Official Records of the Ecollomic and Social Coullcil,

Fifty4ifth Session, Supplement No, 5. (E/5293). . .
8 Official Records of the EconomIc and Soczal Counczl,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 11 (E/5316). .
oOfficial Records of the General 1ssembly, Twenty-e!ghth

Session, Supplement No. 15, transmitted to the CounCil by
a note by the Secretary-General (E/L.1557).
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and Appraisal.at its second session (E/5316, para. ~)
were also available to the members of .the Council.
In addition, statements on the subject were submitted
by the WorId Confederation of Labour and the World
Federation of United Nations Associations (E/NGO/4
and E/NGO/7).

51. In an introductory statement the Deputy to the
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Af
fairs in charge of Development Planning and of Sta
tistics stated that .the report of the Secretary-General
and the papers prepared by the Secretariat sought to
provid~ a factual revie~ of progress. in imp~emen~ing
the Strategy and a senes of suggestIOns for pOSSIble
action. The latter fell into two categories: one drew
inferences from an analysis of past trends with a view
to improving future progress and dealt with a range of
issues and poHcies relating to the J?ace of econo~ic
growth; the nther, on the assumption that the mld
Decade review and appraisal would be more com
prehensive than the firs t biennial exercise comprised
some additional elements that might be relevant to
future reviews and appraisals. They included the pos
sibility of such actions as supp~ementing ~he indicat~ve

economic growth target for the developmg countnes
as a group by a specific growth target for coun
tries with very low per capita incomes; setting a
similar subtarget for agricultural production in the
developing countries with particularly low rates of
expansion of agriculture; supplementing Ithe conven
tional indicators of economic growth (gross domestic
product or national income) by others providing a
more adequate measure of economic welfare-for exam
ple, per capita supply of basic consumption necessities,
and perhaps a more comprehensive indicator derived
from national accounts that might be called "net bene
ficial product"; the specification of a "pov,erty datum
line" by Governments themselves; of suggesting further
guidelines with regard to population 1ncrease; and in
c1uc1ing explicit rather than tacit references to ,those
objectives and policies of the economically advanced
countries that bore most direotly on the world economy
and shaped the external ,environment of the developing
countries. Nevertheless, many issues of the type men
tioned in the report of ,the Secretary-General would
need to be considered in the course of the biennial
reviews and appraisals, if the Strategy was to provide
the necessary guidelines for action to meet the emerging
problems of economic and social development.

52. The views of the Committee for Development
Planning on the subject of the first over-all review
and appraisal of progress were summarized in a state
mont by the Chairman of that Committee at the 1861st
plenary meeting of the Council.

53. The Chairman of the Economic Committee
drew attention to the working paper contained in the
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report of the Committee on Review and Appraisal on
i1s second session10 which had been prepared on the
basis of preliminary intergovernmental consultations.
The working pa'per did not imply any commitment on
the part of any delegations, he said; but there had been
a consensus that consultations should be held in the
Council on the basis of that working paper, 1aking into
account an proposals and documents before the Com
mittee on Review and Appraisal.

54. Both during the general discussion of inter
national economic and social policy at the plenary
meetings of the Council and during the discussion of
the review and appraisal of the International Develop
ment Strategy in the Economic Committee,ll several
representatives expressed appreciation for the report of
the Secretary-General and the documents relating to the
review -and appraisal. Similady, the Committee for
Development p'lanning had provided a hard-hitting but
fair and balanced account of the manner in which the
Strategy was being implemented. That rthe views of
the Committee for Development Planning were held in
high 'esteem by Governments, it was emphasized, could
be judged from the fact that the working paper
prepared by the Committee on Review and Appraisal
had heavily drawn upon those views.

55. H was noted that, while lack of time had
prevented ,the Committee on Review and Appraisal
from completing its work, the working paper put
forward by it provided a useful basis for further con
sultations among Go:vernments. Some representatives
pointed out that the document to be approved by the
Council on the subject of the review and appraisal of
progress should contain an objective assessment of the
extent to which the major targets of the International
Development Strategy had been met during the first two
years of the Second United Nations Development
Decade, a balanced appraisal of the achiev,ements and
failures of developing and developed countries in im
plementing the Strategy and recommendations concern
ing further action by both groups of countries in the
common cause of development. Some other representa
tives stressed that ,the document should not conceal
the true reasons for failures to implement the Strategy.

56. Many representatives concurred with the view
of the Committee for Development Plal1ning rthat the
cause of development had lost momentum and that
the International Development Strategy remained much
more a wish than a policy (E/5293, paras. 29-30).
The gap between promise and performance was larger
on the side of the international community than of
the developing ,countries themselves. Some developed
countries were implementing the Strategy with a strong
sense of responsiveness but the countries were very few.
On the whole the world community had not yet
recognized that while the basic \I'esponsibility for the
development of the developing countries rested with
those countries themselves, development was a global
problem to which there were no longer ooy purely
national solutions and which was therefore a joint
responsibility of all nations.

10 Official Records of the Ecollomic alld Social Council,
Ji'ifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 11 (E/5316), para. 25.

11 E/SR.1859-1873; ElAC.6/SR.642-643, 648, 651-653. The
general comments and views, expressed at the fifty-fifth session
of the Council, on the economio and social trends during the
initial years of the Second United Nations Development
Decade are summarized in the preceding chapter of the
present ~eport . (chapter 11). The present section therefore
deals mamly With the aspects not covered in that chapter.

57. The change in the approach to development
witnessed during the initial years of the Second United
Nations Development Decade was welcomed by a
number of representatives. There was a rapidly growing
awareness, it was stated, not only 'of the fact rthat the
ultimate aim of development was to improve the daily
life of people, but also of what it really involved.
There was a new emphasis on the phenomenon of
mass poverty, a greater understanding of the urgent
need 10 spread more widely the benefits of economic
growth, not least through comprehensive employment
policies, and a deeper insight into the effects of rapid
popuJation growth in poor and densely populated
societi,es. It was suggested that some new elements
needed to be added to rthe International Development
Strategy if it was to achieve its goal of eradicating
human poverty. The aggregative growth targets might
be supplemented by other targets, including some in
terms that would provide a better measure of economic
welfare, as had been suggested in the :report of the
Secretary-General.

58. Several representatives emphasized, however,
that implementation of the policy measures to achieve
the goals and objectives specified in the International
Development Strategy shou~d form the keynote of the
review and appraisal exercises. The causes of the
prosperity and poverty of nations were now suffioiently
understood. What was needed most was ,the political
determination to act upon the available knowledge ood
information so ,as to translate the objectives of the
Strategy into reality. The possibility of denominating
additional goals and 'Objectives should not be excluded;
but that task should be undertaken only if ,the resuHs
wo.uld.lead to the reinforcement of existing goals and
obJectives.

59. The importalllce of compliance with the targets
suggested in the Strategy for Ithe net transfer of fin.ancial
resour.ces from the developed to the developing coun
tries was particularly stressed by many delegations.
Some representatives thought that the picture was very
depr.essing with regard 11:0 financial assistance and was
an indication of the ~ack of commitment to tlle Strategy
on the part of certain developed countries. Tb" estab
lishment of new relationships in the world economy
would hardly be possible if the prevailing state of
affairs did not change. The forthcoming multilateral
trade negotiations to be held under the auspices of
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the
ongoing work on world monetary problems of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Reform of the International
Monetary System ~1.nd Related Issues established by
the Board of Governors ef rthe International Monetary
Fund should give due attention to the need for such
new relationships.

60. With regard to the work to be undertaken i!11
connexion with the mid-Decade review and appraisal
of progress, the possibility of exploring some of the
ideas put forward in the report of rthe Secretary
General in time for the mid-Decade exercise was sug
gested. One representative proposed that the Committee
on Review and Appraisal should meet in 1974 to
examine certain aspects of the technical work for the
mid-Decade review and appraisal. Some representatives
stated that their countries should be covered among
the group of developing countries in the future reviews
and appraisals and in other studies of the Secretariat
on development problems.

61. At the 668th meeting, the Chaitman of the
Working Group on Review and Appraisal made an
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1. It was implicit in the very concept of a biennial review,
~.ccepted in 1970, that such a review would afford an oppor
tunity to make a broad appraisal of past performance and to
draw therefrom implications for the future. Information about
the experience of the first two years of the Second United
Nations Development Decade (1971-1972) is, as yet, iIl~uffi

cient to enable a full, factual and comprehensive analysis of
the progress made or the shortfalls encountered, or to define
new goals which could call into question the ones already em
bodied in the International Development Strategy. At the same
time, the changes in qualitative perception and the suggestions
for modifications of the present indicators do not justify the
abandonment of efforts to evaluate quantitatively wherever
possible. In any case, the task of review and appraisal is not
to analyse isolated examples of progress or study certain indi
cators, but to assess over-all trends and progress in achieving
integrated economic and social development. It is apparent
from this assessment that the experience of the past two years
remains a cause for great concern.

2. Since 1970, the world economy has experienced a series
of monetary crises which have had severe repercussions, espe
cially on the developing countries because of their generally
greater vulnerability to external economic impulses. Moreover,
significant changes have been taking place in international
economic relations, particularly among the advanced countries.
At the same time, the international community has become
visibly more impressed with the interdependence of its common
problems and, in particular, with the interdependence of differ
ent categories of problems which, in the past, even when con
sidered, were dealt with separately. The changing relationship
among developed countries provides the opportunity for devis
ing new forms of international co-operation, which should
take into account the interest of all countries and which
should give a significant impetus to the economic and social
progress of the developing countries. The growing under
standing of the determinants of the development process
should also serve ,as a helpful force.

3. However, judged in terms of international action since
1970, the cause of development has lost momentum. Despite
the action taken by some developed countries, the net
aggregate flow of financial resources to developing countries
has made little progress towards the target specified in the
Strategy, and the most critical portion of that total-net
official development assistance as a share of the gross national
product of the developed countries-has made virtually no
progress at all. The tight rein exercised by major developed
countries has also meant that the operations of international
financial organizations have not expanded as rapidly as the
demand for them, thus creating in some cases grave difficulties
for countries whose need for development support is the
greatest. Some activities of some transnational corporations
have also given rise to concern in a number of cases. On the
trade front, while some progress was achieved, both innova~

tions and measures for implementation since the adoption of
the Strategy have not matched expectations.

4. In spite of the significant efforts made by developing
countries, their average rate of economic growth actually
showed a decline from the level reached towards the end
of the past decade. This average, furthermore, conceals wide
disparities in the rates of economic growth achieved by various
developing countries. Even the modest beginning towards
narrowing the gap in living standards between developed and
developing countries, stipulated in the Strategy~ is not yet
in sight.

oral report to the Economic Committee on the work
of the Group. He stated that the Group had prepared
a working paper (ElAC.6/L.538 and Add.1) and a
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.541), both of which he
iLntroduced to the Committee.

62. At the same meeting, the draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.541) was adopted without ,a vote. The
representative of Canada stated that, if a vote had been
taken, his delegation would have abs'tained.

63. At the 669th meeting, the ,representative of
Argentina, on behalf of his delegation and ,those of
Brazil, Egypt, India, Tunisia and Venezuela introduced
a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.5'40).

64. At the same meetiJllg, the representative of
Argentina, in the light of suggestions by various delega
tions, revised the draft resolution to a draft decision,
deleted the first operative paragraph and revised the
remaining paragraph.

65. The draft decision I1:hen read as foHows:
The Economic and Social Council decides to

recommend that in considering the document on
review and appraisal of the International Develop
ment Strategy, contained in the annex to resolution
1827 (LV), the General Assembly also consider,
in conjunction with the aforementioned document,
the recommendation contained in part IX of the
report of the Committee on Science and Technology
for Development on its first session (E/5272) for
revision of paragraphs 60, 61 and 63 of the Strategy.
66. At the 670th meeting, the draft decision, as

revised, was adopted by 27 votes to 8, with 2 absten
tions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

67. At its 1879th meeting,12 the Council adopted
without a vote the draft resolution recommended to it
by ,the Economic Committee (El54141Add.2) .18

68. In that resolution (1827 (LV» the Council
(1) transmitted to the General Assembly the working
paper 0111 the first review and appraisal, annexed to the
present resolution (see below), drafted after a first read
ing,14 for further deliberation, bearing in mind that that
did not imply a commitment on the part of delegations
on the content of the working paper; (2) recommended
to the General Assembly the consideration of that work
ing paper in the light of the views expressed during the
fifty-fifth session of the Council.15

ANNEX

First over-all review and appraisal of progress in the im
plementation of the In~ernationalDevelopment Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade
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12 E/SR.1879.
18 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
14 Transmitted to the Economic and Social Council under
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15 ElAC.6/SR.637, 642, 643, 652, 668-670.
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12. Preliminary evidencen suggiJsts that the average annual .• i

rate of growth of the gross domestic product of the developing : '
countries during the first two years of the Second United I'
Nations Development Decade did not quite reach the annual I
average of 5.5 per cent recorded in the preceding decade, and I
was in fact significantly smaller than the average of more i
than 6 per cent reached in the closing years of that decade. i
The rate of growth of per capita gross domestic product of I
these countries was not much above 2.5 per cent. Many de- I
veloping countries experienced much lower rates than these I
averages. The least developed countries, in particular, con- .
tinned to experience serious difficulties in this regard. ,

13. Unfavourable weather aggravated the structural defi- I
ciencies of the agricultural sector. Agricultural production 1
suffered a serious set-back in a large number of developing l
countries. The annual expansion in 1971 was far below the I
target of 4 per cent specified iu the Strategy and in 1972 l
it suffered a decline. r

14. Industrial output expanded at a rate not far short of
the target of 8 per cent suggested in the Strategy. The in
dustrial base is, however, still ioo small in most developing
countries for self-sustained expansion. Moreover, the linkages
between industry and other sectors of the economy remain
far from adequately developed.

15. The quantum of both exports and imports of developing
countries expanded at an annual rate significantly below the
target of around 7 per cent specified in the Strategy. The rate
of increase in exports was in fact significantly lower than
that achieved in the past decade.

16. Redistribution of income has not made sufficient pro
gress in many developing countries. Jnemployment continues
to loom large. Educational and health facilities are increasing
but are still far short of needs. Housing shortages remain
acute. Malnutrition is widespread. All these elements have
exacerbated the problem of mass poverty in many developing
countries.
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5. The development objective must be returned to a central
place, along with peace and security, in the constellation of
great issues to which the international community should
urgently seek effective and consistent solutions. There are thus
strong reasons for bringing development back to the forefront
of the questions which are the subject of world-wide concern.
The current climate of detente creates greater opportunity for
development support, though this additional support has yet
to come about. Economic and social progress in the develop
ing countries will in turn promote international security.

6. Parts of the developing world are still subjected to
colonialism, racial discrimination, apartheid and foreign oc
cupation, with harmful effects on the development efforts of
the peoples and countries concerned.

7. Urgent action must be taken to implement the policy
measures in the Strategy which have not been implemented
so far. It is essential that the developed countries display the
necessary political will to accord higher priority to the
implementation of these measures so as to provide a frame
work conducive to the accelerated progress of the developing
countries. As part of their primary responsibility for develop
ment, the developing countries should reinforce their vigorous
policy measures.

8. The central purpose remains to diminish the gross in
equalities in economic. development and social welfare that
have widened among the nations of the world and to attack
poverty, particularly in ways that improve the conditions of
the poorest groups within the poor countries. Such is the spirit
of the International Development Strategy that the States Mem
bers of the United Nations adopted unanimously in 1970, and
this is also the spirit that should animate its first review and
appraisal.

9. There are very substantial complementarities among the
major goals and objectives of the Strategy. Agriculture, which
is at present the predominant sector of activity in most devel
oping countries and which is currently of great concern to
many of them, has to be expanded and modernized. The trans
formatory role of industry on the development of agriculture,
transport and other sectors and its ability to absorb a greater
proportion of the growing labour force has to be enhanced.
Development includes a multiplicity of objectives and pro
grammes which, if properly integrated, will bring about in
creased output as well as improvements in employment, in
come distribution, education, health and nutrition. Man is both
producer and consumer; his well-being is both a determining
factor and an end-result of development. These dimensions of
development require a unified approach in planning and a
political will to bring about the necessary structural and insti
tutional changes in the light of the circumstances prevailing
in the countries concerned. The developing countries that make
these changes need not only encouragement but also appro
priate international assistance.

10. Against the background outlined above, the first exercise
of over-all review and appraisal should be undertaken on
the basis of a general evaluation of the record concerning the
attainment of the goals and objectives of the International
Development Strategy and the implementation of the policy
measures in this regard, in the light of the efforts of develop
ing countries and the performance of developed countries.
This exercise should necessarily lead to defining further the
policy measures needed to carry out the provisions of the
Strategy. It could, moreover, facilitate the elaboration of the
charter of the economic rights and duties of States.

II. GENERAL EVALUATION

A. Attainment of goals and objectives

11. The balance sheet of the first two years of the Second
United Nations Development Decade shows that development
problems, far from being solved, have become increasingly
acute, and in many cases there has been a set-back in com
parison with the situation prevailing in the latter part of
the past decade. The main features of the record concerning
the attainment of the goals and objectives of the International
Development Strategy are enumerated in paragraphs 12 to
16 below.
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B. Efforts of developing countries

17. The experience of developing countries in national
planning has been steadily increasing. Their planning me
chanisms are strengthening with the passage of time, and in
some cases their influence in the most important economic
and social decisions has increased. The successive generations
of development plans reflect continuing improvements both
in techniques of plan formulation and procedures for plan
implementation. A number of current development plans also
indicate a growing awareness in the developing countries of
the need to pursue, in the light of their circumstances, pat
terns of development in which the expansion and structure
of production are attuned to resolving such prob1ems as
mass poverty and unemployment. Much, however, still remains
to be done in this regard.

18. Institutional changes covering a wide spectrum of pro
ductive activity have been undertaken in the developing
countries. With respect to natural resources, institutional
changes have been introduced in recent years to achieve more
efficient resource utilization and greater partici;;ation by the
State in resource development. In some developing countries,
nationalization, the association of the State with foreign enter
prises and modification of concessions and regimes for the
development, marketing and transport of natural resources have
been the principal means employed in order to effect such
changes. Considerable emphasis has been placed on land
reforms in recent years, though the actual experience in this
regard has not been very impressive so far. The need for
renewed attention to land reforms that are in consonance
with the socio-economic requirements of the countries con
cerned remains great. Other changes in traditional structures
of institutions that help to speed up development are also
necessary, in order to remove obstacles to social progress and
economic development. Of particular importance is the need

n Quantitative statements are based on the provisional data
contained in World Economic Survey, 1972 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.73.II.C.1) and on projections relating
to population which suggest an annual rate of increase in the
population of developing countries of over 2.5 per cent.
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to eliminate the substantial under-utilization of production
capacity in manufacturing industries and to orient the pattern
of industrial production towards meeting the requirements of
both employment and mass consumption. The beneficial role
that a suitably designed construction activity can play has
not, as yet, been fully explored in the developing countries.

19. Developing countries have adopted a wide array of
measures aimed at the development of their human resources.
Many developing countries have defined their demographic
policies; while some consider a rapid population growth
desirable for attaining their development objectives, others
recognize the need for a reduction in the rate of population
increase for the same purpose. In some countries, significant
reductions in birth rates have taken place. The capacity to
sustain adequate programmes for making available means of
family planning remains limited in those developing countries
which require them in the context of their demographic
policies. There has been progress towards spreading the
benefits of economic growth, especially through the expansion
of educational and health facilities, low-cost housing for the
poorer sections of the population and other improvements,
but much remains to be done. In particular, efforts to orient
educational systems towards development priorities need to be
strengthened.

20. The measures employed in the developing countries to
mobilize domestic financial resources for development have
continued to be enlarged. The expansion and improvement
of tax systems and related measures have made significant
contributions, but still more vigorous action is required in
order to raise the savings ratio at a faster rate. As many
developing coumries are heavily dependent on exports the
pace of expansion of exports continues to exercise an im
portant i~fluence on the savings ratio.

21. Developing countries have made efforts to promote
trade among themselves and to establish or strengthen regional,
sub-regional or interregional economic co-operation and in
tegration. The results have in some cases fallen short of
exptlctations, and the need for perseverance and for devising
innovative solutions remains undiminished.

22. The economies of the developing countries generally
remain highly sensitive to external conditions and, therefore,
to the policies and actions of the developed countries. Thus,
the success of bold and far-reaching efforts by the developing
countries to accelerate their economic and social progress is
still contingent upon the availability of favourable external
factors. In many cases, unfavourable terms of trade, transfer
of technology and technical assistance and inadequate de
velopment financing have adversely affected the progress of
developing countries. An assessment of the performance of
the developed countries in terms of their contribution to
improving the economic environment for the accelerated
progress of the developing countries is therefore not only
pertinent but also crucial.

C. Performance by developed countries

23. Even nearly three years after the adoption of the
International Development Strategy, most developed countries
have not as yet introduced major policy changes in support
of it. Some developed countries have demonstrated a welcome
sense of commitment to the provisions of the Strategy, but
most have accorded a low priority to the development problems
of the developing countries. There is a danger that, owing to
the preoccupation of many developed countries with the
readjustment of their own mutual relations, the urgent need
for implementing the policy measures embodied in the
Strategy will be disregarded.

24. While some progress has been made in designing prac
tical measures to expand the international trade of developing
countries, their implementation has remained unsatisfactory,
more especially in the case of measures in favour of the
least developed countries, for the following reasons.

(a) The international community reached no agreement on
a set of general principles on a pricing policy and access to
markets for commodities by the date set in the Strategy.
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(b) The sole new achievement with regard to primary
commodities was the conclusion of the International Cocoa
Agreement, 1972, ,the preparation of which extended over
more than 16 years and which has not yet been ratified by
all major importing countries. Several primary commodities
of interest to a large number of developing countries still
suffer from a lack of access to external markets and of the
application of an adequate and broadly-based non-discrimi
natory pricing policy by developed countries. Despite the
current series of intergovernmental consultations, practical
efforts to improve the competitive position of exports from
developing countries of natural materials facing competition
from synthetics have so far been extremely limited.

(c) Although the arrangements introduced by developed
countries within the generalized system of preferences represent
a break-through in the traditional concept of international
trade and co-operation, their benefit to developing countries
has so far been of a modest nature, particularly in the case
of the least developed countries. This is due, inter alia, to
the general non-inclusion of items falling within chapters 1
to 24 of the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature, the exclusion of
a number of items in chapters 25 to 99 and also the
introduction in these schemes of safeguard clauses, ceilings
and other non-tariff barriers and clauses. Moreover, not all
developed countries have ,as yet implemented the generalized
system of preferences. Even the modest benefits accruing to
developing countries from this system are in danger of being
eroded both by preferential arrangements among developed
countries and by the prospects of reductions in trade barriers
among them following the forthcoming multilateral trade
negotiations. In this context, the stated intention of the
Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade to secure additional benefits for the international trade
of the developing countries must be fully taken into account.

(d) The provisions of the Strategy designed to maintain
a standstill on tariff or non-tariff barriers, including ordinarily
a standstill in relation to manufactured and semi-manufactured
products, have not been complied with by several developed
countries. Though some quantitative restrictions have been
relaxed or removed over the past two years by certain
developed countries, the general trend is towards an intensi
fication of non-tariff barriers to trade. The case of textiles
provides a particularly notable example of such barriers.

(e) The value of the ,trade of socialist countries of Eastern
Europe with developing countries increased in the opening
year of the Second United Nations Development Decade,
although at a slower rate than that experienced in the preced
ing two years. While the share of manufactures and semi
manufactures in the imports of these socialist countries from
the developing world is as yet small, an encouraging increase
is taking place. Similarly, the number of their trading partners
among developing couneries is increasing. While new trade
arrangements with developing countries have been entered
into, improvements to bring about greater flexibility and
multilateralization of payments with the co-operation of all
parties concerned are being sought.

(f) On the whole, developed countries have made slow,
limited and disappointing progress in their efforts ,to im
plement the provision in the Strategy that developed countries,
through joint or unilateral action, will accord priority to
reducing or eliminating barriers to ,the export trade of the
developing countries.

25. The progress towards the attainment of the Inter
national Development Strategy's key targets for the transfer
of financial resources to the developing countries has been
disappointing. The fulfilment of these targets within the time
limits specified is crucial to the attainment of the goalB and
objectives of the Strategy. While some developed countries
have enlarged their financial contributions, the over-all effort
has been disappointing and the availability of external financial
resources has remained far from commensurate with the
needs of the developing countries. Some details on the transfer
of financial resources are given below.

(a) The net aggregate transfer of financial resources from
the developed market economies to the developing countries,
as a proportion of the gross national product of these econo-

(

t
t
(

I

C

a
i
c
c
s
t
r

t
t:
iJ
S

d
1
c
tJ

~

P
iJ
b
d
a
n
tl
v

tl
1<
h
b

tl
a
tl

tl
ir
h
tl
te
tr
n:
te
OJ

m



mies, rose from 0.70 per cent in 1970 to 0.74 per cent in
1971, but remained well below not only the target of 1 per
cent but also the level reached 10 years earlier-namely,
0.86 per cent. Official development assistance, which is designed
to be concessional and is, in the view of most countries, the
critical component of the net transfer, rose only nominally
from 0.33 per cent in 1970 to 0.34 per cent in 1971-as
against the level of 0.50 per cent reached in 1961-while the
target for such assistance is 0.70 per cent. Unless current
trends are reversed, neither of these targets is likely to be
reached on the dates envisaged in the Strategy; these trends
point to particularly discouraging prospects in regard to the
official development assistance target. The proportion of grants
in offit;ial development assistance declined slightly from 1970
to 1971, and, on an average, development loans were on
slightly harder terms in 1971 than in 1970. Although some
developed countries have recently taken steps towards the
goal of untied loans, on the whole there has been little
progress in this direction.

(b) The commitments of the socialist cour,tries of Eastern
Europe to transfer financial resources increa sed substantially
during the first two years of the Second United Nations
Development Decade, although the amount a\~tually disbursed
on a year-to-year basis is not known. In general, these
transfers have been provided on soft terms. However, the
transfers from these socialist economies have so far remained
concentrated on a few developing countries.

(c) In the face of particularly, a level of official develop
ment assistance well below their requirements, developing
countries have had increasingly to resort to commercial loans
at higher costs. As a consequence, the burden of external
indebtedness is becoming more pressing. Servicing the public
debt of the developing countries absorbed about 10 per cent
of their export earnings in 1971; the debt-servicing problem of
some of these countries was particularly serious. This situa
tion will continue to deteriorate and the ratio will rise
rapidly unless counter-measures are urgently taken.

26. The attainment of the Strategy objectives relating to
the earnings of developing countries from invisible trade con
tinues to encounter difficulties. Although there was a slight
increase in relation to general cargo shipping, the over-all
share of developing countries in world shipping tonnage
declined from 6.3 per cent in 1970 to 5.5 per cent in 1972.
There were sharp increases in 1971 in the freight rates
charged by liner conferences; such increases have aggravated
the balance-of-payments problems of developing countries.

27. While studies have been made or initiated in the United
Nations that have further identified the restrictive business
practices affecting the trade and development of the develop
ing countries, the concrete results envisaged in the Strategy
have so far proved elusive. Restrictions on the trade and
development of these countries continue to be experienced as
a result of some foreign marketing and distribution arrange
ments and certain activities and business practices of some
transnational corporations and other enterprises of the de
veloped countries.

28. Some significant and concrete steps have already been
taken in designing and adopting measures in favour of the
least developed countries through both bilateral and multi
lateral channels of ·assistance. However, as yet, they hav(' not
been commensurate with the needs of these countries.

29. Although progress was achieved in some cases, mainly
through co-operative action with other developing countries,
a coherent programme to overcome the special difficulties of
the land-locked developing countries has not yet materialized.

30. Questions relating to the transfer of technology to
the developing countries have continued .to be studied in
intergovernmental forums, but significant new action has not
been taken at the international level since the adoption of
the Strategy. In a number of cases, public transfers of
technology have been made on concessional terms. Private
transfers of technology generally continue to follow traditional
market practices; such transfers have often taken place on
terms that are not fair and equitable, with adverse effects
on the technological infrastructure and the balance-of-pay
ments of the developing countries concerned.

19

31. Adjustment measures in developed countries have been
recommended in a number of decisions taken at the inter
national level. However, most developed countries have not
as yet adopted measures specifically designed to ease structural
adjustments in industry in order to promote greater market
opportunities for imports from developing countries, and
thereby a more rational international division of labour.

D. General survey

32. The general evaluation set out in paragraphs 11 to 31
above suggests that the International Development Strategy
remains much more a wish than a policy. It has not yet
taken hold with anything like the force needed. Generally in
the developing countries the recognition of the comple
mentarities among the major goals and objectives of develop
ment and of the need for economic growth to be accompanied
by the qualitative and structural changes in ·the society as laid
down in the Strategy has not yet been adequately reflected
in their development programmes and policies. This includes,
inter alia, the building into the development programme of
each country of measures for spreading the benefits of eco
nomic growth and for overcoming the under-utilization of
production capacity as well as the orientation of educational
systems towards development priorities. The developed coun
tries have displayed a lack of implementation or late or
imperfect execution by developed countries of the policy
measures embodied in the Strategy. Only some developed
countries have so far shown an encouraging response to the
provisions of the Strategy. The net contribution of the
developed world to the economic and social progress o~ the
developing countries has not yet shown .the degree of f( .nrd
movement envisaged in the Strategy.

Ill. FURTHER ACTION

33. International action to achieve the goals ,)i1d objectives
of the International Development Strategy is part of the
continuing effort of the world community to assist in the
economic and social progress of developing countries in the
context of a rapidly changing world situation. Since the
adoption of the Strategy, several developments have taken
place in the international economic scene which have a
direct bearing on the achievements of the goals and objectives
and also on the implementation of the policy measures
embodied in the Strategy. The discouraging experience of
the first two years of the Decade makes it urgent not only
to implement the existing targets and policy measures of the
Strategy, but also underlines the need for further action by
developing and developed countries in various fields. Thus,
existing measures should be adapted and new ones formulated
to offset the shortfalls in achieving the goals and objectives
of the Strategy, and to keep it responsive to emerging con
ditions. It is therefore essential not only to implement the
policy measures agreed upon but also to seek new areas of
agreement, widen the existing ones, evolve new concepts, and
seek agreement on additional measures within a time-bound
programme. The aim should be to establish new structural
relationships between developed and developing countries on
the basis of equitable co-operation and mutual benefit. Develop
ing countries, mi:mlful of the desirability of self-reliance,
should continue to make vigorous efforts for their accelerated
progress towards self-sustained and integrated development.
At the same time, in the spirit of global partnership and
mindful of common interests, developed countries should
make equally vigorous efforts to bring their policies and
priorities in line with the provisions of the Strategy; this
should be facilitated by the further normalization of inter
national relations. Developed countries should reconsider the
reservations they expressed at the time of the adoption of
the Strategy, with a view to withdrawing them, and help to
make the Strategy an effective instrument of international
co"operation for development. Developing and developed
countries alike have the responsibility of enhancing and
preserving the human environment in consonance with the
requirements of development. The collective efforts of the
world commt:nity to implement the Strategy shOUld help to
elaborate further the economic rights and duties of States.
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Governments of both developed and developing countries
should continue to mobilize public opinion for the cause of
development : ly all the means available to them. It is in this
spirit, and ('::.pecially bearing in mind that the progress of
the independent development of developing countries can be
given considerable momentum by the requisite and effective
support on the part of developed countries, that areas of
further action by these two groups of countries are identified
in sections A and B below.

A. Measures by developing countries

34. Developing countries should improve their national
planning. They should adapt their planning methodologies in
order to launch coherent and integrated national develop
ment plans that would judiciously incorporate both economic
and social objectives. They should particularly take into
account the interests of the lower income groups of their
population and the need for the "videst possible participation
in development efforts. Development goals and objectives
should be clearly defined in such plans, so as to steer the
country's economy towards the desired level and pattern of
its development in a rational and mutually supporting manner.
Developing countries should evaluate at periodic intervals
the progress in the implementation of national plans.
Systematic efforts should be made to improve statistical
information.

35. Developing countries, should carry out the necessary
economic and social reforms, through legislative and other
means, geared to removing the impediments to their progress
and to ensuring and strengthening their national sovereignty
over their natural resources.

36. Co-ordinated policies and measures should be urgently
adopted to resolve the current problems of agriculture, which
constitutes the predominant sector of activity in most develop
ing countries, with a view to improving production and income
in the rural areas. Developing countries should intensify and
sustain meaningful agrarian reforms in order to improve,
inter alia, land-tenure systems, whenever appropriate. They
should also strengthen, whenever appropriate, the role of
co-operatives in agricultural production. In the context of
the requirements and priorities of the countries concerned,
appropriate attention should be paid, moreover, to water
management, the expansion of irrigation facilities, the develop
ment of high-yield seeds suited to local conditions, the fullest
application of labour-intensive methods of agricultural pro
duction and the over-all modernization of the rural areas.

37. Steps should be taken to promote industrialization, both
as an essential means of further expansion and structural
change in the economy and as a source of goods for meeting
basic domestic requiremt~nts and for increasing export earnings.
Encouragement should be provided, as appropriate in the
prevailing circumstances, to industries producing intermediate
and capital goods, especially when they help to strengthen
linkages between different sectors of ,the economy and promote
technological advance. At the same time, in order to expand
employment opportunities, labor-intensive methods of pro
duction should be encouraged, as appropriate, in the prevailing
economic and social conditions.

38. Developing countries in which the problems of mass
poverty and unemployment have become acute should, in the
light of their individual conditions and requirements, as
reflected in their over-all plans, formulate policies which aim
simultaneously at fostering economic growth and combating
mass poverty and unemployment, through, inter alia, a change
in the composition of production and consumption in favour
of poorer groups. These countries should give serious con
sideration to the beneficial part that construction activity
and land improvement could play in coping with th~se prob
lems as an integral part of the general development design.
Emphasis in this context should, where appropriate, be on
such activities as low-cost housing, water supply, sewerage
schemes and feeder roads which encourage the use of local
materials and idle labour, and make a significant contribution
to the objectives of a more equitable distribution of consump
tion and income.
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39. Developing conntries should scrutinize their educational
priorities and policies. Steps should be taken further to orient
educational structures to the requirements of development to
expand training facilities for generating high levels of skills
and to stem the outflow of trained personnel.

40. Further steps should be taken to improve health serv
ices. Developing countries should adopt demographic policies
suitable to their own concept of development and consistent
with human dignity. Those countries seeking a reduction in
the ~'ate of population increase should expand family planning
serVlces.

41. Developing countries should reinforce their efforts to
raise their saving ratio. Budget and tax procedures should
be strengthened both to achieve a fuller mobilization of
domestic financial resources and to improve the distribution
of income. Internal revenue should be increased by, among
other means, devising where appropriate, new and more
efficient taxes and procedures of tax administration. Appropriate
financial institutions should be fostered to mobilize individual
savings and to channel them to priority uses.

42. Developing countries should take, when necessary,
legislative and administrative steps to make the activities of
foreign private investors, including their contractual arrange
ments, compatible with national development objectives and
priorities and to control the outflow of capital.

43. Developing countries should further intensify their
export-promotion efforts, including those aimed at diversifying
their exports, which should include a steadily increasing
proportion of manufactured and semi-manufactured goods.

44. Developing countries should take further and vigorous
steps to expand economic co-operation among themselves.
Depending upon the specific circumstances, co-operation could
take a variety of forms; for example, mutually beneficial
trade arrangements, joint efforts to set up or improve appro
priate machinery to defend the prices of their exportable
commodities and to improve access to and stabiIization of
markets for them, and joint efforts to promote exports, co
operation in science and technology, and regional or sub
regional integrat!c~.

B. MeaSUl'es by developed countries

45. Developed countries should be receptive to international
commodity agreements, as well as to the supply-concerting
efforts of deveioping countries that help ,to promote develop
ment. They should in particular accelerate the process of
ratification and implementation of the agreements already
concluded, such as the International Cocoa Agreement, 1972.
In so far as agreement has not been reached on a set of
general prinAiples on a pricing policy and access to markets
for commOdities, pricing policy for commodities may be
determined by exporting countries, which should ensure that
prices are remunerative to producers and equitable to both
producers and consumers. Developed countries should also
reduce and then eliminate within a reasonable period the
adverse effects of their agricultural policies on supplying
developing countries. They should, inter a.lia, give close atten
tion to whatever complementarities may exist between develop
ment promotion and their own environmentally related
reasons for favouring certain nntural raw material imports
over domestic synthetics.

46. Developed countries which have not yet implemented
a generalized scheme of preferences for imports of manu
factures and semi-manufactures from developing countries
should complete the necessary procedures and put such a
scheme into effect without delay. Others are urged to make
vigorous efforts to enlarge and liberalize their existing
schemes.

47. Developed countries should promote general public
awareness of ,the benefits that an evolving international
division of labour can bring not only to developing countries
but to the economically advanced countries themselves. In
this connexion, in resorting in exceptional cases to escape
clause action, developed countries should make particular
efforts to avoid to the maximum extent possible the adverse
effects of such clauses on the exports of developing countries,
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and they should consider the possibility of the removal of
the existing clauses. Developed countries should, in appro
priate cases, provide adjustment assistance for their workers
and enterprises that are no longer competitive with suppliers in
developing countries, thereby helping to achieve a betteT
domestic allocation of resources as well as to encourage
exports of the manufactures and semi-manufactures of de
veloping countries.

48. It is essential to ensure that the forthcoming multi
lateral trade negotiations result in significant and sustained
gains for the export trade of developing countries. All develop
ing countries should participate fully and equally in those
negotiations. The negotiations should aim at securing additional
benefits for the international trade of developing countries, so
as to achieve a substantial increase in their foreign exchange
earnings, a diversification of their exports and an acceleration
of the rate of growth of their trade, taking into account
their development needs, and thereby contribute to the achieve
ment of the objectives of the International Development
Strategy. During the period of negotiations there should be
no freeze on action in favour of the trade and other targets
denominated in the Strategy.

49. A universally acceptable code of conduct for liner
conferences, to be prepared by the United Nations Conference
on a Code of Conduct for Liner Conferences to be held as
early as possible in 1973, should be urgently formulated and
implemented as an important means not only of regulating
and making more efficient world liner shipping but also of
improving the position of developing countries in the field
of shipping and assisting them to increase the.ir export
earnings through a system of freight rates fair to both ship
pers and carriers.

50. Developed countries, especially those whose perform
ance has so far fallen short of the relevant targets, should
expand substantially the transfer of financial resources to
developing countries, so as to reach the Strategy targets and,
if possible, to surpass them. The terms of transfer should also
be softened and an increasing proportion provided on a grant
or concessional basis. An increasing proportion of the transfer
should be provided through multilateral institutions. Further
consideration should be given, in international financial institu
tions by participating countries, to the best way of protecting
developing countries against the adverse consequences of
declines in export prices or earnings resulting from structural
shifts or slackening in demand, including the establishment of
a scheme of supplementary financing. Moreover, greater em
phasis should be given in future to the provision by inter
national financial institutions of programme loans to those
countries facing difficulties in this field.

51. Developed countries should assist in solving the in
creasingly serious debt problems of developing countries.
They should help to forestall expected payments crises
through, inter alia, anticipatory refinancing of past debts on
appropriate and equitable terms.

52. A satisfactory and early settlement of international
monetary affairs is in the interests of all countries, developed
and developing. Special attention should be paid to the effect
of the international monetary crisis on the developing coun
tries, with particular reference to the adequacy and value of
their reserves, the sustained growth of their export earnings,
the prices of their export products and their terms of trade.
Measures in this respect should respond equitably to the
interests of all countries. Developing countries should be
accorded an effective voice in the discussions relating to all
aspects of the reform of the international monetary system in
such a way that the results are fully in consonance with their
development needs. The participation of developing countries
in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee on Reform of the
International Monetary System and Related Issues (the Com
mittee of Twenty), established by the Board of Governors of
the International Monetary Fund, is an encouraging element.
It is important in this respect that the Committee be associated,
to the fullest extent possible, with any efforts made by the
international community to find a solution to the monetary
problem.
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53. Special attention should be given in any discussion in
the relevant negotiating forums regarding the reform of the
international monetary system to the following issues and
concepts which, among others, the developing countries con
sider of particular concern to them under present conditions:

(a) The recognition of the specific structural economic
problems of the developing countries and the need for appro
priate flexibility in the system, having regard to the different
situations of these countries;

(b) A Ifeview of the voting system and the quota structure,
with a view to making it possible for developing countries
to have greater participation in international monetary de
cisions and to secure for them a higher ratio of access to
resources of the International Monetary Fund compared with
Fund quotas;

(c) A review of the methods of operation of the Inter
national Monetary Fund, in particular with a view to securing
longer terms for both loan repayments and "stand-by" agree
ments, modification of the system of compensatory financing,
and more flexible and liberal terms in the financing of com-
modity buffer stocks; .

(d) The establishment of a link between new allocations
of special drawing rights and additional development financing;

(e) Authorization by the International Monetary Fund
(as it had planned) in view of the pressing liquidity needs
of developing countries, of the allocation of special drawing
rights, during the second basic period;

(I) Examination of ways and means to channel the ex
cessive liquidity holdings of developed countries so as to
increase the provision of long-term financing for the developing
countries;

(g) Exemption of the developing countries from the capital
controls imposed by developed countries for their balance-of
payments purposes.

54. With a view to promoting the transfer of real resources
to the developing countries as an integral part of the reform
of the international monetary system, early action is needed
on the proposals regarding the link between the special
drawing rights and development assistance. During the
monetary negotiations an agreement should be sought that
will permit both the establishment of the link and the satisfac
tion of the points of view of all concerned.

55. The problems in the monetary, trade and nnance spheres
should be resolved in a co-ordinated manner, through appro
priate consultations as envisaged in the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
taking into account the interdependence of such problems,
with the full participation of developed and developing
countries.

56. Developed countries should make vigorous efforts to
facilitate and encourage the transfer of technology to develop
ing countries in a manner attuned to the needs of the latter.
In this context, a wider range of alternative technologies
should be available to developing countries so that they can
choose the technologies most appropriate to their specific
conditions. Developed countries should be ready, at the request
of developing countries and within the framework of their
assistance programmes, to increase significantly their direct
assistance to developing countries for their programmes of
research and development and the creation of suitable in
digenous technologies. Moreover, in their own research and
development activities, they should encourage the evolution,
in co-operation with developing countries, of comprehensive
programmes that help to accelerate the scientific and tech
nological advance of those countries. Furthermore, efforts
should be made, as appropriate, to harmonize the commercial
practices governing the transfer of technology with the require
ments of development.

57. New international agreements and arrangements on
the transfer of technology, including a code of conduct for the
transfer of technology to developing countries, should be
elaborated and, as appropriate, implemented, within the context
of a programme for promoting the transfer of technology
to developing countries to facilitate the implementation of
the provisions contained in the Strategy and in the relevant



resolutions of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development.

58. Developed countries should give the highest priority
to the implementation of the special measures in favour of
the least developed countries envisaged by resolution 62 (Ill)
of the Conference and in the light of its paragraphs 1 and 2,
especially in the commercial policy field, and endeavour to
evolve and implement new measures in all fields, particularly
in trade and financing, so as to enable the least developed
countries to derive equitable benefits from the general measur~~

envisaged in favour of all developing t:G utdes.
59. Meaningful action in favour of the land-locked develop

ing countries should be taken with the tl,:;chnical and financial
support of the developed countries and international financial
institutions. Efforts of developing countries towards economic
co-operation with the neighbouring land-locked countries should
receive the active support of the developed countries.

C. Measures by the inte1'1lational community

60. Taking into account the evident Link between the
process of detente and the creation of better conditions for
international co-operation in all fields, all countries should
actively promote the achievement of general and complete
disarmament through effective measures. The resources that
may be released as a result of effective measures of actual
disarmament should be ulied for the promotion of the economic
and social development of all nations. The release of resources
resulting from ,those measures should increase the capacity
of -the developed countries to provide support to the developing
countries in their efforts towards accelerating their economic
and social progress.

61. In accordance with the principles and purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and in order to ensure the
conditions necessary for the implementation of the Inter
national Development Strategy, vigorous steps should be ~aken

jointly and individually by the members of the international
community, in support of the peoples concerned, to eliminate
colonialism, racial discrimination, apartheid and the foreign
occupation of territories, so as to restore their national
sovereignty and fundamental rights and to achieve durable
peace, justice and sustained progress throughout the world.

62. The organizations of the United Nations system, as the
collective instruments of the world community, are urged, in
the Hght of the first exercise on review and appraisal, to
harmonize further their activities relating to the implf)menta
tion of the International Development Strategy in thoir areas
of competence, so as to ensure that the efforts of the system
will produce the maximum results. International organizations
outside the United Nations system are also invited to gear
their activities to the implementation of the Strategy.

* * *

69. At the 1879th meeting, the CouncH., at the re
quest of the representative of the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics, voted on the draft decision recom
mended to it by the Economic Committee (E/5414/
AddA ) ,16 By 14 votes to 3, with 4 abstentions, it
adopted the decision, in which it recommended that, in
considering the working paper on the first review and
appraisal of the International Development Strategy,
contained in the annex to Council resolution 1827
(LV), the General Assembly a~so consider, in conjunc
tion with that working paper, the recommendation
contained in -the report of the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development on its first session
for revisions to paragraphs (60) , (61) and (63) of
the Strategy (E/5272 and Add.1/Rev.1 and E/5272/
Add.2).

16 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
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B. Development planning and projections

70. The Economic Committee considered item 6 of
the agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the Council
(Development planning and projections) at its 648th
and 651st-653rd meetings.17 The Committee had be
fore it chapters II and III of the report of the Com
mittee for Development Planning on its ninth session.18

The Economic Committee also had before it a note by
the Secretary-General (E/5293/Add.1/Rev.1) on the
administrative and financial implications of the recom
mendation made by the Committee for Development
Planning with regard to its tenth session in chapter III
of its report.

71. In an introductory statement, the Assistant Di
rector in charge of the Technical Service for the Com
mittee for Development Planning stated that, with
regard to the statistical information for the identh1ca
tion of the least developed countries, the picture had
not changed significantly since the Committee had last
examined such information in 1971. A more meaning
ful examination of the question of identification might
be possible at the time of the mid-Decade review and
appraisal of progress in the implementation of the In
ternational Development Strategy. Meanwhile, the
Committee had reiterated the need to use the current
list of the least developed countries in a flexible and
pragmatic way.

72. The Assistant Director said that the Committee
now had to devote its session in every odd-numbered
year to the preparation of comments and recommenda
tions relating to the biennial over-all review and ap
praisal of progress. It was therefore only in the even
numbered years that the Committee could examine
other major subjects in conformity with its original
terms of reference. If the Council approved, the Com
mittee would hold its tenth session at Vienna in 1974
and devote the session to an examination of the prin
cipal aspects of industrializaton in developing coun
tries, which would serve as a contribution to the Second
General Conference of the United Nations Indus
trial Development Organization and to the mid-Decade
review and appraisal of progress. The Committee also
intended to convene working groups to discuss specific
topics in line with the tasks assigned to it.

73. In the discussion that followed, references were
made 110t only to chapters II and III of the report of
the Committee for Development Planning, but also to
chapter I, in which the Committee had set forth its
comments and recommendations relating to the first
over-all review and appraisal of progress in the imple
mentation of the International Development Strategy.
Severr:i representatives stated that the Committee hatj
been doing valuable technical work, which had proved
helpful to the Council in discharging its responsibilities
as well as to development planners and policy makers
in general.

74. Agreement was expressed with the view of the
Committee that the time was not yet ripe for a revision
of the list of the least developed countries. It was
suggested that the Committee should continue to look
into the problem and make ,appropriate recommenda
tions in time for the mid-Decade review and appraisal
of progress. One view was that the Committee should
also make a study of the measures adopted in favour of

17 ElAC.6/SR.648, 651-653.
18 Official Records of the Econor.-zic and Social Council,

FiftY-j.jth Session, Suplement No. 5 (El5293).
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the ,least developed countries since the beginning of the
Second United Nations Development Decade. A num
ber of representatives expressed. approval of the .Com
l1littee~s recommendation of fleXIble and pragmatIc use
of the list of least developed countries.

75. There was disagreement ooncerning the two
fold classification of the developing countries as "the
least developed" and ':the rest". Some considered that,
given the heterogeneity of economic and social condi
tions prevailkg in the world, there was a need for a
more sophisticated classification of the developing coun
tries that would help to draw attention to the specific
needs of different groups of countries and thereby to
improve international economic co-operation. Some
other representatives thought, however, that attempts at
establishing country classifications would generate ten
si.ons; moreover, it should not be forgotten that there
were certain broad similarities among developing coun
tries. It was the view of those representatives that
country classifications should be made with great cau
tion and after taking into account all relevant criteria.
Another representative sta~ed that the present class!fi
cation of developing countnes was suffiCIent for. tacklIng
the problems in hand and that the CommIttee for
Development Planning should not direct further efforts
towards country dassifications.

76. The intention of the Committee to examine at
its tenth session aspects of industrialization in develop
ina countries was welcomed. There was a consensus
th~t the subject of industrialization should be examined
in a broad perspective; among other things, the examin
ation should bring out the linkages between industry and
other sectors of the economy as well as between dif
ferent industries. The causes for the persistent under
utilization of industrial capacity in developing coun
tries should be analyzed and suitable remedial measures
should be recommended. The results of the next ses
sion of the Committee, it was stressed, would provide
a helpful basis for intergovernment~l deliberations. in
connexion with the mid-Decade reVIew and appraIsal
of progress.

77. There was general support for the view that
the Committee should continue to meet annually and
to convene working groups, as well as for the pro
gramme of work outlined by the Committee. Son~e

representatives pointed out, howev~r, that on cer~am

topics contemplated by the Comnlltte.e for examma
tion by its working groups as part of Its tasks for the
mid-Decade review and appraisal of progress, the
Council would be in a better position to express an
opinion after the discussions c~rrently under :vay with
reu.ard to the first over-all reVIew and appraIsal were
co'i'npleted.

78. At the 652nd meeting, the Chairman suggested
that the Committee should adopt a draft decision
whereby the Council would take note ?f the r7Por~ of
the Committee for Development Plannmg on Its nmth
session (E/5293) and endorse the Committee's ar
rangements for its sessions of 1974 and 1975, as set
out in chapter Ill.

79. The representative of the Un!o.n of Soviet So
cialist Republics proposed that the deCISIOn be reworded
as follows:

"The Economic and Social Council takes note of
the report of the Committee for Development Plan
ning on its ninth session (E/5293), as well as the
proposals concerning its sessions of 1974 and 1975,
as set out in chapter IH."
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Her de>legation would then reserve the right to raise the
question of the financial implications of those proposals
in the Fifth Committee.

80. At the 653rc1 meeting the representative of
Brazil stated that his delegation could not agree to a
decision that in any way endorsed the reconll11endat!ons
contained in chapter III of the report of the CommIttee
for Development Planning.

81. At the suggestion of the Chairman, therefore,
the Economic Committee adopted without objection the
followin a draft decision: "The Economic and Social
Council takes note of the report of the Committee for
Development Planning on its ninth session (E/5293)."

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

82. At the 1877th meeting,l!) the Council adopted
without objection the draft deoision recommended by
the Economic Committee,20 in which it took note of
the report of the Committee for Development Planning
on its ninth session.1s

c. Economic and social consequences of
disarl11mnent

83. The Economic Committee considered item 9
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Economic and social consequences of disarmament)
at its 609th to 611th meetil1gs.21 It had before it the
report of the Secretary-General (E/5243 and Add.1-2)
and the report entitled Disarmament and D.evelopmen!22
by the Group of Experts on the EconomIC and SOCIal
Consequences of Disarmament.

84. Most representatives expressed general approval
of the report Disarmament and Developnze!zt. In par
ticular, there was general agreement tha~ dIsarmament
and development-both of the greatest Importance to
the world community-fundamentaLly stood separately;
each must be sought vigorously in its own right, regard
less of progress in achieving the other. A number of
representatives expr",ssed the hope that the recent re
laxation in international tension and plans for the
World Disarmament Conference would lead to a reduc
tion in military expenditures, which hitherto had in
creased year by year. One representative noted with
approval the suggestion that an international agreement
to limit and reduce military budgets might help the
transition from partial measures to general and com
plete disarmament.

85. The following points concerning the general
link between disarmament and devdopment were
stressed during the discussion: the relaxation of inter
national tension, associated with disarmament, would
produce an atmosphere more favourable to develop
ment. This could happen for example through benefiCIal
effects on international trade, and assistance to devel
opina countries would need to be given high priority in

o I d' 'f h " . "the event of genera ISarmament I t e economIC gap
between developed and developing countries was to be
narrowed or prevented from increasing. Two representa
tives suggested that specific percentages of the sums at
present spent for military purposes should instead be
earmarked for economic assistance to developing coun
tries. Two other representatives considered that it should

19 E/SR.1877.
20 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
21 ElAC.6/SR.609-611.
22 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.IX.1.
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92. During the discussion many representatives of
the developed countries expressed their dissatisfaction
with the substance of the note by the Secretary-General
(E/5269) and with the conclusions arrived at in it.

93. It was pointed out that the setting up of a new
special fund for the least deve~oped countries would
not by itself increase the total resources available for
those countries and other developing countries in gen
eral. On the contrary, a new special fund might lead
to the scattering of the scarce resources available for
development. Only a few representatives, generally
from developing countries, found the document (El
5269) informative enough to warrant serious discussion
and a decision by the Council.

94. However, it was generally accepted by the repre
sentatives that the least developed countries were in
urgent need of special measures to accelerate their socio
economic development. There was difference of opinion
only on the ways and means of achieving that goal.

95. At the request of several members of the Com
mittee, the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and
Social Affairs, in explaining the substance of docu
ment El5269, pointed out that the establishment of a
new special fund was still a controversial subject, espe
cially regarding its institutiona~ aspect. The broad con
sensus expressed in the resolutions of several United
Nations bodies regarding the adoption of measures in
favour of the least developed countries had formed the
basis for the submission of document El5269. A new
approach was needed to the planning and implementa
tion of assistance to those countries, so that it would
be better adapted to their needs. The Economic Com
mittee should therefore discuss all the possible ap
proaches that might be adopted, leaving it to the re
spective Governments to decide on the operational
procedures.

96. At the 601st meeting, the representative of the
Sudan, also on behalf of Burundi, Guinea, l\1ali, and
Niger, introduced a draft reso~ution (E/AC.6/L.490).
At the same meeting, the representative of the United
States, also on behalf of Denmark and Finland, intro
duced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.491).

97. At the 603rd meeting, the Committee received
revised texts of the two draft resolutions (ElAC.61
L,490/Rev.1 and ElAC.6/L,491/Rev.l) and Yemen
joined in sponsoring the first revised draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.490/Rev.1).

98. Also at the same meeting, the representative of
the Sudan, on behalf of the sponsors, orally reworded
paragraph 4 of the first revised draft resolution (El
AC.6/L.490/Rev.1) and accepted an amendment to
paragraph 7 suggested by the representative of Turkey
as well as a deletion in the fourth paragraph of the
preamble in the French text suggested by the repre
sentative of Zaire, and a proposal by the representative
of Sweden for the insertion of certain words in para
graph 1.

99. At the same meeting, the representative of the
United States proposed an amendment to paragraph 3.

100. At the 604th meeting, the representative of the
Sudan, on behalf of the sponsors, further ora1~y revised
paragraph 3 of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.4901
Rev. 1) in response to the proposal by the representa
tive of the United States and further orally revised
paragraph 1. The revised draft resolution (ElAC.61
L,490IRev.1 ), as orally revised, was then adopted by
consemms.

24

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

90. At its 1854th meeting,23 the Council adopted
without objection the decision recommended by the Eco
nomic Committee (El5307) ,24 in which it took note
with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on the question (E/5243 and Add.1-2) and decided to
transmit that report to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session.

be for each donor country to decide for itself what its aid
policies should be; they also felt that it was inappro
priate in presenting world statistics of military expendi
ture to treat the six countries having the largest expen
ditures and accounting for four-fifths of the world total
on an equal basis with the rest.

86. Two representatives indicated their agreement
with the suggestion in the report that consideration be
given to progress in disarmament in reviews of progress
under the International Development Strategy.

87. Regarding the effects that disarmament might
have with respect to specific resources, a number of
representatives agreed that some promising possibilities
existed, especially in research and development. Two
representatives indicated their approval of the suggestion
in the report that advance plans be made for redeploy
ing resources from military to civil uses, including de
velopment assistance. Another representative doubted
that such plans could have much practical value at a
time when disarmament was not progressing. A number
of representatives expressed agreement with the sugges
tions in the report that efforts be made to mobilize pub
lic opinion in support of disarmament and development
and of the link between them by means including the
periodic review of disarmament progress in United
Nations bodies concerned with development.

88. A few representatives suggested that the report
of the Group of Experts be kept up to date, and that
the question of the economic and social consequences
of disarmament be included periodicaHy in the agenda
for the Council and for the regional economic commis
~;ions.

89. On a proposal by the Chairman, as amended by
the representative of Chile, the Committee decided at
its 611 th meeting to recommend a decision for adop
tion by the Council. The representative of China stated
that for reasons his delegation had explained previously,
it did not wish to participate in any decision by the
Committee concerning the agenda item.

D. Speci211 IneaSl1res related to the least <1eveloped
among the developing countries

91. The Economic Committee considered item 3 of
the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session (Special
measures in favour of the least developed among the
deve,loping countries) at its 597th to 604th meetings.25

The Committee had before it a note by the Secretary
General (E/5269) on the desirability and feasibility
of establishing a special fund for the least developed
countries and an extract from the report of the Govern
ing Council of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme on its fifteenth session.26

23 E/SR.1854.
24 Official Records of the Economic and Social CoulIcil,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 9.
25 ElAC.6/SR.597-604.
26 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/L.1542).
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101. Also at the 604th meeting, the representative
of the United States, on behalf of the sponsors, in
response to proposals by the representatives of France
and the United Kingdom concerning the fourth para
graph of the preamble and to suggestions by the repre
sentatives of Haiti and the Sudan concerning amend
ments to paragraphs 4 and 5, orally revised the second
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.491/Rev. 1) , which was
then adopted, as orally revised, by consensus.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

102. At its 1855tll meeting,27 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (El
5327),28 adopted the two draft resolutions without ob
jection.

103. In resolutioll 1753 (LIV), the Council (1)
requested the Secretary-General to prepare, in co-opera
tion with the appropriate organizations in the United
Nations system, especially the United Nations Confer
ence on Trade and Development and the United
Nations Development Programme, a further study which
would elaborate on the contents of the first study on
the institutional arrangements for the implementation of
the special measures in favour of the least developed
countries, including the need for the creation of a spe
cial fund for those countries, and would take account
of the observations and comments made by various
delegations on the substance of the first study, and which
should be submitted to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session through the Economic and Social
Council at its resumed fifty-fifth session; (2) welcomed
the decision of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme that the United
Nations Capital Development Fund should be used to
serve primarily the hard-core countries; (3) called
upon the developed countries, in view of the new orien
tation of the United Nations Capital Development
Fund, to reconsider their policy towards the Fund;
(4) recommended that the General Assembly, at its
twenty-eighth session, should consider ways and means
of further employing sizable sums of the resources of
the United Nations Capital Development Fund, as
well as other sources and arrangements, for the service
of the least developed countries in solving their basic
handicaps; (5) urged sources of development financing,
both bilateral and multilateral, in accordance with the
principles of resolution 62 (Ill), of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, to increase
their capacity of participating more effectively in the
implementation of the special measures designed for
the least developed countries in different fields of acti
vity; (6) requested the bodies concerned in the United
Nations family of organizations, and all Member States
of the United Nations? especially the developed coun
tries to expedite action on General Assembly reso
lutio'n 3036 (XXVII), particularly the implementation
of paragraphs 2 and 3 in that resolution; (7) recom
mended that a review of the implementation of the
special measures in favour of the least developed coun
tries to decide, among other things, on institutional
arra~gements for the implementation of those measures
and the manner in which additional resources for" the
benefit of the least developed countries could be m6bilN

27 E/SR.1855.
28 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 3.

ized, should be undertaken under the item on the
agenda of the twenty-eighth session of the General As
sembly relating to the least developed among the de
veloping countries.

104. In resolution 1754 (LIV) , the Council (1)
reaffirmed the recognition that the least developed
among the developing countries are confronted with
special problems in their efforts to accelerate the pace
of their economic and social progress; (2) invited the
United Nations Development Programme to submit a
written report to the Secretary-General and the Eco
nomic and Social Council at its fifty-sixth session
setting forth in detail, with special attention to field
and headquarters staffing and uses being made of the
special additional $35 million earmarked for use in the
least developed countries in the period 1973-1976, the
various special measures which the Programme and its
Governing Council had taken over the previous eighteen
months to improve the quality -and expand the quantity
of technical and pre-investment assistance provided to
the least developed countries, as well as any such
further measures they projected taking over the next
twelve-month period; (3) invited the World Bank
group, with special attention to the International De
velopment Association, to submit a written report to
the Secretary-General and the Economic and Social
Council at its fifty-sixth session setting forth in detail
the various special measures taken over the period
1971-1973 to improve the quality and terms, to expand
the quantity, and to expedite the delivery of the capital
and technical assistance provided to the least developed
among the developing countries as well as to indicate in
so far as feasible the further special measures which
they may have under consideration for the benefit of
the least developed countries through 1976; (4) in
vited each of the specialized agencies, other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, in particular the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment and the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, and the regional economic commissions
and regiOlml banks directly concerned to submit a
written report to the Serretary-General and the Eco
nomic and Social Council at its fifty-sixth session set
ting forth in detail what special measures each had
taken over the previous eighteen months, in favour of
the least developed countries, with special attention to
measures to improve their co-ordination with one
another and to adapt policy guidelines, operational rules,
terms and conditions and institutional frameworks to
the special problems of the least developed countries,
and any such further measures they projected taking
over the next twelve-month period; (5) requested the
Secretary-General to report to the Economic and Social
Council at its fifty-sixth session on specific measures
taken by the aforementioned organizations in the fields
to which paragraph 4 above drew special attention;
(6) further requested those organizations which would
be submitting reports under the terms of the present
resolution to incluoe a full appraisal of the administra
tive, institutional and co-ordinative difficulties they con
tinued to encounter in the implementation of pro
grammes of assistance to the least developed among the
developing countries; (7) decided to include in the
agenda of its fifty~sixth session an item to review the
report of the Secretary-General and consider the ad
equacy of policy guidelines, operational rules, terms
and conditions and institutional frameworks adapted
to the special problems of the least developed among
the developing countries.
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E. Special :measures related to the particular needs
of tbe land-locked developing countries

105. The Economic Committee considered item 4
of the agenda at the fifty-fourth session (Special
measures related to the particular needs of the land
locked developing 'countries) concurrently with item 3
at its 597th to 603rd meetings.20 It had before it a
note by the Secretary-General (E/5262) regarding the
desirability and feasibility of establishing a special fund
for defraying the additional transport costs of land
locked developing countries.

106. During the general discussion representatives
expressed great concern and sympathy for the dif
ficulties of the land~lockcd developing countries. Some
representatives did not support the idea of singling out
one factor-additional transport costs-for special
treatment, but preferred a comprehensive approach, to
include all factors that tend to accompany ,land-locked
status. Other representatives felt that even if there were
many factors affecting the economies of land-locked
countries, the main problem was in the field of transport;
they -consequently supported the idea of studying the
desirability and feasibility of estabHshing a special
fund.

107. At the 602nd meeting, the representative of
Bolivia, on behalf of his delegation and those of
Burundi, Mali, Niger and Uganda, introduced a draft
resolution (ElAC.6/L.492). The Committee discussed
the draft resolution, and written amendments were
proposed by the United Kingdom (ElAC.6/L.494)
and by France (ElAC.6/L.493).

108. At its 603rd meeting, the Committee received
a revised text of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.4921
Rev.1).

109. The amendments submitted by France
(El AC.6/L.493) were rejected by 25' votes to 14,
with 8 abstentions. The amendments proposed by the
United Kingdom (ElAC.6/L.494) were voted on
separately; the first amendment was rejected by 25 votes
to 13, with 9 abstentions; the second amendment was
rejected by 22 votes to 14, with 12 abstentions; and
the third amendment was withdrawn by its sponsor.
The Committee then adopted the revised draft resolu
tion (ElAC.6/L.492/Rev.1) by 35 votes to none,
with 12 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

110. At its 1855th meeting,30 the Council on
the recommendation of the Economic Committee
(EIS 326) .31 adopted the draft resolution by 21 votes
to none, with 6 abstentions.

111. In resolution 1755 (LIV), the Council (1) re
quested the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devdop
ment and in co-ordination with the respective rcgional
economic commissions, to undertake a complete study
on the cstablishment of a fund which should include:
(a) difficulties encountered by the land~locked develop
ing countries in the utilization of transportation means;
(b) definition of the causes and limitations that create

. additional transport costs; (c) evaluation of the ad
ditional transport costs for each land-locked country;
(d) measures which are being taken to reduce the

20 ElAC.6/SR.597-603.
ao E/SR.1855.
31 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
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additional transport costs accruing to developing ~and

locked countdes; (e) annual financial assistance re
quired to subsidize the additional transport costs;
(I) the various possible sources of financing and the
evaluation of the feasibility of ,each of these sources;
(2) further requested the Secretary-General to bring
forth in his study all possible alternatives that may
result from his consultations; (3) requested the Gov
ernments of the land-locked developing countries, as
well as the Governments of the transit countries to
give all the required data, co-operation and necessary
assistance to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and
to the secretariats of the regional economic com
missions, for this purpose; (4) requested the Secretary
General to submit this study to the General Assembly
at its twenty-ninth session, ,fhrough the Economic and
Social Council.

F. The pl'ohlclll of :mass poverty and
ullcmllloynlCut in deveRoping countries

112. The Economic Committee considered item 5
of the agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the Council
(The problem of mass poverty and unemployment in
developing countries) at its 644th, 647th, 648th and
667th meetings.:l2 It had before it a note on this subject
by the Secretary-General (E/5343 and Corr.1 and
Add.1) and a special report prepared by the Ad
ministrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) on
employlr.ent policy in the Second United Nations
Development Decade (E/5289, Part II).

113. In introducing the item, the Deputy to the
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Af
fairs in charge of Development Planning and of
Statistics stated that concern about the problems of
mass poverty and unemployment was growing and
that the measures to tackle them were being enlarged.
One over-all conclusion that emerged was that the
problem of 111ass poverty and unemployment could not
be solved by a few additional measures; the measures
had to encompass the whole development effort. It was
for that reason that the Secretary-General had sug
gested a periodic appraisal of the impact of the
measures against poverty and unemployment as part
of the review ~md appraisal of progress in the im
plementation of the International Development Strategy.

114. The Deputy to the Under-Secretary-General
pointed out that just as developing countries themselves
had put a growing accent on problems of extreme
poverty, so the activities of international organizations
had also veered towards assisting in the efforts to
resolve those problems. In that connexion, he mentioned
that, in 1972, the Committee for Devclopment Plan
ning had devoted a major part of ,the report on its
eighth session to the subject of mass poverty and
unemployment.33

115. In the ensuing discussion, concern was ex
pressed that, cven though per capita national income
had generally been increasing in the developing coun
tries, the incomes of the poorer sections of the popula
tion had commonly shown little improvement. Even
countries with high rates of economic growth had not
escaped from problems of acute poverty and unemploy
ment. The migration of people from rural to urban
areas in search of jobs generally remained unabated

32 ElAC.6/SR.644, 647, 648, 667.
33 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-third Session, Supplement No. 7 (E/5126).
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in the developing world, and its consequences had
often proved very serious. Unemployment and low
incomes had had a'l1especially deleterious effect on
the morale of youth.

116. It was noted with satisfaction, however, that
action programmes were being designed to cope with
the problems of mass poverty and unemployment as
was evident from recent policy statements of Govern
ments. Some representatives expressed regret that only
a small number of Governments of deve,loping coun
tries had supplied information to the Secretary-General
as regards their efforts to resolve the problems. The
widespread attention that the problems were receiving
in international forums was considered to be an en
couraging feature. The contribution made by the Com
mittee for Development P1anning -in highlighting the
subject in the report on its eighth session and the
further work it was doing on the subject were com
mended. Appreciation was also expressed for the work
of the ILO, especially through its employment missions.

117. A number of representatives recalled and
supported the view of the Committee for Development
P,lanning that Governments 02 developing countries
should dcsign patterns of production and consumption
that were conducive to making an attack on extreme
poverty and unemployment. A certain degree of re
distribution of consumption in favour of the lower
income groups, it was stated, would be necessary.
Several representatives urged developing countries to
define their poverty datum lines and to take steps to
achieve minimum standards of Hving.

118. A great deal of emphasis was laid in the
discussion on the importance of the rural sector. It was
pointed out that, while in the long run industrializa
tion would act as the major force in transforming the
economies of developing countries, in the short nm
agriculture would remain the predominant activity in
most developing countries. It was crucial, therefore, to
improve the rural environment through appropriate
institutional reforms and organizational changes. The
development efforts of peoples living in rural areas
should be adequately rewarded.

119. In the industrial sector, it was pointed out,
the accent should be placed on the manufacture of
goods that help to satisfy the basic needs of the broad
strata of society and on activities that give further
momentum to the expansion and diversification of
the economy. The important role that agm-industries
and smnU-scale enterprises could play should not be
neglected. Care should be exercised in selecting in
dustrial technologies so as to avoid adverse effects on
the absorption of labour into production.

120. Attention was also drawn to .fhe important
part that suitably designed publie construction and
land-improvement programmes could play in resolving
the problems of poverty and unemployment. Such
programmes could, moreover, help to bring about a
balanced regional development within a country, it was
pointed 0Ut.

121. There was a consensus that educational pro
grammes should be modified so as to meet the require
ments of development. Training activities were con
sidered to be vital. Some representatives suggested that
scholarships should be provided for expanding skills
in selected fields.

122. :Many representatives stated that the problems
of mass poverty and unemployment were too grave
and too extensive to be resolved by the deve~oping

countries alone. The need for international assistance
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remained urgent, not only in larger amounts but also
on the softest possible ,terms. Hopes were expressed
that the developed countries would increasingly liberalize
their aid policies.

123. One representative drew attention to the special
problems encountered by the least developed among
the developing countries. Often the measures men
tioned during discussions on general development issues
-for example, those relating to fiscal and monetary
policies-had little relevance in the context of ,those
countries, he stated. The needs of the least developed
countries should therefore be met through special
measures.

124. It was recognized that solutions to the prob
lems of acute poverty and unemployment in developing
countries were not easy. They called for a vigorous and
sustained attack through a harmonized set of policy
measures as an integral part of the over-all develop
ment effort. Hopes were exp:t:e~sed that appropriate
national and international efforts would be made to
meet that challenge. The international community should
periodically examine the impact of those efforts in the
framework of the review and appraisal of progress in
the implementation or the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade.

125. At the 647th meeting, the representative of
Sri Lanka, on behalf of his delegation and those of
Colombia, Finland, Kenya, New Zealand and Sweden,
introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.5'21 ), and
announced that Denmark and Senegal had also joined
the list of spcnsors.

126. On behalf of the sponsors he orally revised
the draft resolution by deleting the word "designed"
in the second preambular paragraph; by inserting a
fu"ther paragraph between the existing second and
third preambular paragraphs that would read "Taking
into account the interre~ation between trade, aid, de
velopment and employment"; by correcting "resolu
tion 1727 (LII)" to "resolution 1727 (LIlI)" in
the existing third preambular paragraph; and by insert
ing the word "particularly" after "unemployment" in
the last line of that paragraph.

127. At the 648th meeting, the representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics announced
that 11is delegation and that of Poland would submit
amendments (ElAC.6/L.523) to the draft resolution.

128. At the same meeting Canada proposed an
oral amendment whereby the phrase "and make further
intensive efforts to implement" would be inserted after
the 'vords "high priority to" in operative paragraph 5
of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.521). Japan sup
ported that amendment.

129. At the same meeting the representative of
the Netherlands proposed an oral amendment whereby
the words "public works, construction and land im
provement" would be inserted after the words "popula
tion policies" in operative paragraph 5.

130. At the same meeting, the representative of
Sri Lanka, on behalf of the sponsors, and in light
of the oral amendments proposed by the representa
tives of Canada and the Netherlands, further revised
the draft resolution.

131. At the same meeting, Japan and the Nether
lands, in view of the acceptance of the oral amend
ments, joined in sponsoring the revised draft resolu
tion (ElAC.6/L.521/Rev.1).
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132. At the 667th meeting, the representative of

Sri Lanka, on behalf of his delegation and those of
Colombia, Denmark, Finland, France, Japan, Kenya,
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Senegal and Sweden
introduced a second revision of the draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.521/Rev.2) , which he further revised as
follows: at the end of the fourth preambular paragraph
should be added the words "and with the active par
ticipation of their peoples in the formulation of national
plans and priorities"; in the fifth preambular para
graph, after the words "with other measures", should
be inserted the words "in the carrying out of far
reaching structural social and economic changes";
operative paragraph 9 should become operative para
graph 3, operative paragraph 8 should become operative
paragraph 4, and the other paragraphs from the existing
operative paragraph 3 onwards should be renumbered
accordingly.

133. At the same meeting, the representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in view of the
changes in the revised text, stated that, while still
having certain reservations, she would not press for
a vote on the amendments submitted by Poland and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (ElAC.61
L.523/Rev.l) .

134. At the same meeting, the Committee unani
mous,ly adopted the revised draft resolution (ElAC.61
L.521/Rev.2), as orally revised.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

135. At its 1878th meeting,34 the Council unani
mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Economic Committee (El5411).35

136. In that resolution (1808 (LV», the Council
(1) took note with appreciation of the observations
of the Secretary-General in his note on the problem of
mass poverty and ul1elr.ployment in developing coun
tries,3u based on information supplied by Governments
and organizations, of the special report prepared by
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination on
employment policy in the Second United Nations De
velopment Decade37 and of the approach to employ
ment policy and planning and to interagency action
and co-ordination indicated in the documents men
tioned in the present resolution; (2) expressed satisfac
tion that the Committee for Development Planning was
continuing its work on the problem of mass poverty
and unemployment, as indicated in its report on its
ninth session;:.i8 (3) stressed the fact that a sustained
pace of economic growth created favourable con
ditions for the achievement of ,the qualitative and
structural changes required for the solution of the
problem of mass poverty and unemployment; (4) rec
ommended the Governments and international organiza
tions concerned to implement the provisions of the
Declaration on Social Progress and Development, in
particular those relating to the eradication of mass
poverty and unemployment; (5) took note with sat
isfaction of the initiative of the International Labour
Organisation in launching the World Employment Pro
gramme in pursuance of the objectives of its Employ
ment Poliey Convention and Recommendation, 1964

34 E/SR.1878.
3ll Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 5.
36 E/5343 and Carr.l and E/5343/Add.1.
37 E/5289 (part II).
38 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 5 (E/5293), para. 108.
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(No. 122) and welcomed the financial support given
to that Programme by the United Nations Development
Ptogramme and by other international and national
financing institutions and GovernrrAcnts, and the par
ticipation in the World Employment Programme of
the United Nations, the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the United Nations Child
ren's Fund, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Health
Organization, the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the International Monetary Fund and
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade; (6) rec
ommended that the developing countries in accordance
with their national plans and priorities, further intensify
their efforts to implement the employment and income
distribution objectives in their development planning
and policies and to that effect take appropriate action
on such matters as agrarian reform, fand improvement,
public construction works, the choice of techniques,
including appropriate industrial technology, population
policies, education and training policies, rural and
integrated rural-urban development and the mobiliza
tion of internal resources, as indicated for the most
part in the special report of the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination mentioned in paragraph 1
above; (7) recommended that the developed countries
further intensify their efforts for the implementation
of the International Development Strategy, as adopted,
in areas such as those of trade, aid and the transfer
of technology, as a way to contribute to the solution of
the problem of mass poverty and unemployment in
developing countries, having regard to the effects that
the implementation of the Strategy could have inter alia
on the expansion of ,the resources available for the
solution of that problem; (8) urged the International
Labour Organisation to continue its work in the field
of employment planning and promotion, pursuing its
catalytic action as far as the entire United Nations
system was concerned, and urged other specialized
agencies and organs to continue their co-operation in
the World Employment Programme and to give close
attention in their short-term and medium-term plans
to the promotion of concerted and meaningful action
oriented programmes and projects with respect to
employment policy, along the lines indicated in the
special report of the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination; (9) further urged the United Nations
Development Programme and international and na
tional governmental financing institutions to give close
consideration to the special report of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination and to take it into account
in their preinvestment and investment activities;
( i0) decided to keep the question of mass poverty
and unemployment under scrutiny within the frame
work of the review and appraisal of the Intevnational
Development Strategy during the Second United
Nations Development Decade.

G. Discrimination of inforDlation ancl mobiliza
tion of public opinion relative to problems of
developlnent

137. The Economic Committee considered item 7
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session (Dis
semination of information and mobilization of public
opinion relative ,to problems of development) at its
649th, 650th, 6601h and 661st meetings.30

30 E/AC.6/SR.649, 650, 660, 661.



138. It had before it the report of the Secretary
General on dissemination of information and mobiliza
tion of public opinion relative to problems of develop
ment (E/5358 and Corr.l and E/53581Add.1); a
note by the Secretary-General transmitting an extract
from the report of the Trade and Development Board
on its fifth special session (E/L.1552); a note by
the Secretary-General on the observance of Wodd
Development Information Day (E/L.l553) and a
statement submitted by the World Union of Catholic
Women's Organizations (E/NGO/lO).

139. Introducing the item, the Assistant Secretary
General for Public Information stated the general public
had, at ,least in the developing ,countries, shifted its
attention from development to other matters. There
was a need to reconsider certain approaches and some
tentative suggestions had been put forward in the
Secretary-General's report. The Office of Public In
formation had now adopted the practice of forming
"task forces" of a multi-media character to deal with
specific subjects. He described the work of the Centre
for Economic and Social Information and the symposia
it had organized on various aspects of the Inter
national Development Strategy, which had received
favourable attention from some of the most influential
newspapers in the world.

140. The organs of the United Nations system, and
particularly the Council, were laying increasing stress
on the importance of public information work and
costs were everywhere rising. The Secretary-General
had submitted a proposal that certain staff costs of the
Centre for Economic and Social. Information at present
financed by voluntary contributions should be trans
ferred to the regular budget, thus freeing future con
tributions for programme ,costs (E/53581Add.1,
paras. 8-9). The approach-pIoneered by the Centre
and gradually being extended to other units of the
Office of Public Information-of active public promo
tion of ideas formulated by United Nations bodies,
rather than the mere release of information, had begun
to prove itself. It would be regrettable if it were to
be thwarted before it had been fully launched.

141. In the ensuing discussion there was a general
consensus on the value of public opinion in support of
the objectives of the International DevelopmentStrategy.
Concern was expressed that public interest in develop
ment appeared to be flagging, certainly in some of the
developed countries. There was strong support for
the view that development information should have a
global approach presenting development matters as
part of the over-aU task of creating a more equitable
world economy. It was generally agreed that the major
task concerning the mobilization of public opinion must
fall to the Governments of Member States themselves.
In that cont.:.xt the importance of the work of non
governmental organizations was stressed by several
representatives as well as the need to adapt informa
tion in an appropriate manner for the particular
audience to which it was directed.

142. A majority of representatives welcomed the
ideas contained in the Secretary-General's report on
the mobilization of public opinion and noted with
interest his proposals for the observance of World
Develoomcnt Information Day. One representative
pointed out that although the work of the Centre for
Economic and Social Information covered a wide
range of subjects there was no indication of the way
in which the Centre assessed its own successes and
failures. Many representatives stressed the !l1eed for
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greater co-ordination in development information ac
tivities among the members of the United Nations
system. Other representatives made the poInt that co
ordination of development information aotivities should
take place not only within the United Nations system
but also with the information departments of national
Governments.

143. Several representatives expressed appreciation
of the publication entitled Development Forum. One
representative, however, voiced objections concerning
an article in one of the first sisues of the periodical.

144. Several representatives expressed the view that
since the Centre for Economic and Social Information
was now integrated into the Office of Public Informa
tion, a greater part of its financing should be borne by
the regular budget. Voluntary contributions to the Trust
Fund were of a temporary and promotional character
and not primarily meant to cover salaries. Some repre
sentatives thought that the appropriate place for consid
eration of the Secretary-General's proposals in that
connexion would be the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions, and the Fifth
Committee of the General Assembly. The Committee
should indicate the importance it attached to the matter.
One representative suggested that the Office of Public
Information be requested to reorganize its work so as to
deal with economic and social affairs more effectively
within its present budget. The Centre for Economic and
Social Information could then become the control cen
tre of economic and social information within the re
organized Office of Public Information.

145. One representative expressed the view that
the Centre existed through voluntary contributions by
certain Governments and was therefore not fully in
tegrated into the United Nations system. The Develop
ment Forum contained articles that did 110t necessarily
reflect the policies of the United Nations. Some repre
sentatives expressed concern that the Office of Public
Information might not have sufficient expert advice on
the use of modern mass communications and the access
to the mass media.

146. At the 649,fh meeting, the representative of
France, also on behalf of Chile 'and the Netherlands,
introduced and orally revised a draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.522).

147. In addition to oral suggestions by various
representatives at the 649th meeting, amendments to
the draft resolution were submitted by Brazil (ElAC.61
L.525) , India (E/AC.6/L.526), the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (ElAC.6/L.527), Pakistan
(ElAC.6/L.528), the United Kingdom of Great Bri
tain and Northern Ireland (ElAC.6/L.529) and the
United States of America (ElAC.6/L.532).

148. At the 660th meeting, the representative of
France introduced a revised draft resolution (ElAC.61
L.522/Rev.2), to which he orally introduced further
revisions. Brazil, Indonesia, Kenya, Madagascar and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland joined in sponsoring the revised draft resolu
tion. In view of the revised text, Brazil and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland with
drew their respective amendments (ElAC.6/L.525
and ElAC.6/L.529).

149. At the same meeting, Argentina joined :in
sponsoring the draft reso~ution. In view of the revisions
to the draft resolution, India also withdrew its amend
ments (ElAC.6/L.526) and joined in sponsoring the
revised draft resolution.
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150. At the 661st meeting, Pakistan withdrew its
amendments (ElAC.6/L.528) in view of the changes
in the revised draft resolution.

151. At the same meeting, ,the sponsors of the
revised draft resolution, accepting suggestions by various
representatives and incorporating amendments proposed
by the United States of America (ElAC.6/L.5'32) ,
indicated the further revisions to the ,revised draf.t
resolution as follows: the first four lines of the fifth
paragraph of the preamble should read: "Convinced
that to redress that situation, nothwithstanding efforts
at dissemination of information in other fields of inter
national co-operation, .renewed efforts must be made to
inform public opinion accurately about development
problems, inoluding both accomplishments and short
comings, and to mobilize it convincingly; this must be
done as a matter of urgency both at the national";
in the sixth paragraph of the preamble, the words
"aware of or" should be inserted between the words
"not yet fully" and the words '''attuned to the spirit";
in operative paragraph 1, the words "earn the support
of national public opinion for" should be substituted
for the words "make national public opinion responsive
to"; operative paragraph 3 should read: "Suggests that
public opinion, particularly in developed countries,
needs to be exposed to the concept of over-all develop
ment and global partnership as well as its factual
illustrations rather than being confined to isolated
themes such as aid alone; in operative paragraph 4,
the last four words should be replaced by "global
development" in operative paragraph 6, the text follow
ing the words "fullest possible", should be replaced by
"promotional use of the information made available to
them within their constituencies"; in operative para
graph 8, the word "intergovernmental" should be
inserted before the words "expert level", and in the
same paragraph, the words between "submit to the
Council" and "action taking into account" should be
replaced by the words "at its fifty-eighth session his
comprehensive proposals for"; in operative paragraph
10, the words "ensure that this Day receives all neces
sary publicity" should be replaced by the words "assist
in securing appropriate publicity for this Day", and at
the end of the same paragraph the word "informational"
should be inserted before the word "activities".

. 152. At the 661st meeting, Burundi, Japan, Philip
pmes ancI Tunisia joined in sponsoring the revised
draft resolution.

15'". At the same meeting, on a proposal by the
Chairman, the Committee decided by 24 votes to 2
with 1 abstention, to proceed to the vote on th~
revised draft resolution.

154. At the same meeting, the representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics asked for
separate votes on the sixth paragraph of the preamble
and operative paragraphs 7 and 9.

] 55. The voting was as follows: the sixth para
graph of the preamble was retained by 31 votes to 2,
with 3 abstentions; operative paragraph 7 was retained
by 30 votes to none, with 4 abstentions; and operative
paragraph 9 was retained by 30 votes to 1, with
4 abstentions.

156. The revised draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.5221
Rev.2) as a whole, as revised, was adopted unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

157. At the 1877th meeting,40 ,the Council con
sidered the draft resolution recommended by the Eco
nomic Committee (E/5406) .41 At the request of the
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist RepubHcs
separate votes were ;taken. The voting was as follows;

(a) The sixth paragraph of the preamble was
adopted by 19 votes to none, with 5 abstentions;

(b) Operative paragraph 7 was adopted by 20 votes
to none, with 4 abstentions;

(c) Operative paragraph 9 was adopted by 21 votes
to none, with 3 abstentions.

158. The Council adopted resolution 1806 (LV) as
a whole by 25 votes to none, with no abstention.

159. In that resolution the Council (1) invited
the Governments of Member States to continue and,
where necessary, to step up their efforts to earn the
support of national public opinion for the imperatives
~f global economic and social development, with par
tIcular emphasis on the needs of developing countries,
especially those of the least developed; (2) stressed
the importance of global and national approaches as
complementary aspects of a development-oriented in
forll?-ation p.olicy; (3) suggest~d that pubHc opinion,
partIcularly III developed countnes, needs to be exposed
to the concept of over-aU development and global
partnership, as well as to its factual illustrations, rather
than be confined to isolated themes such as aid alone;
(4) pointed out the desirability of encouraging contacts
and mutual exchanges of views between developed and
developing countries in order to keep public opinion
in their respective countries informed on the com
plementary aspects of global development; (5) invited
the Secretary-General to support, at the request of
Member States, the efforts of any of them which wish
to set up governmental, semi-governmental or private
national bodies designed to disseminate information
and to mobiHze public opinion according to the terms
of paragraph 5 of General Assembly ,resolution 25'67
(XXIV) and paragraph (84) of the International
Development Strategy; (6) invited the Governments of
Member States land the organizations of the United
Nations system to associate interested and competent
non-governmental organizations more closely with their
efforts, as recommended in its resolution 1739 (LIV)
of 4 May 1973 and expressed ,the hope that these
organizations will make the fullest possible promotional
use of the information made available to them within
their sphere of action; (7) .recommended the Govern
ments of Mf:mber States to inolude the question of
the mobilization of public opinion among the items
scheduled for the mid-term review and appraisal of
the Second United Nations Development Decade at
that national ,level; (8) requested the Secretary-General
to investigate, with the assistance of the Consultative
Panel on Public Information, at an intergovernmental
expert level, the possibilities of making increased use
of modern techniques of mass information to encourage
the mobiHzation of public opinion, especially that of
developed countries, in favour of the purposes, ob
jectives and measures set out in the International De
velopment Strategy and further requested him to submit
to the Council at its fifty-eighth session his com
prehensive proposals for action, taking into account
the advice of these exp~rts in the application of mOdeITI

40 E/SR.1877.
41 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 7.
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means of mass communication; (9) invited the Secre
tary-General and the executive heads of the organiza
tions of the United Nations system to ,co-ordinate
their information programmes on economic and social
development, with a view to avoiding duplication of
efforts, using the Centre for Economic and Social
Information as the focal point; (10) noted with interest
the proposals made in the note by the Secretary
General on the disSiemination of information and
mobilization of public opinion relative to problems of
development (E/L.1551) and in the report annexed
thereto (TD/B/431 ) concerning the celebration on
24 October 1973 of the first World Development In-
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formation Day provided for in General Assembly
resolution 3038 (XXVII) of 19 December 1972,
invited the Governments of Member States to assist in
securing appropriate publicity for tIns Day and ex
pressed the hope that the Day would provide an
opportunity to encourage continuing informational ac
tivities; (11) drew the attention of the General Assem
bly to the suggestions made in the report of the
Secretary-General relating to -the functioning of the
Centre for Economic and Social Information (E/5358/
Add.l, pams. 8-9), as well as to the views expressed
on that subject during the discussions at the Council's
fifty-fifth session.
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Chapter IV

COLLECTIVE ECONOMIC SECURITY

160. The Economic COl1ll11ittee considered item 7
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Collective economic security: preliminary considera
tion of the concept, its scope and potential practical
implications) at its 610th, 612th, 613th, 621st, 628th
and 631st meetings.1 The Committee had before it a
note by the Secretary-General on the subject (El5263).
Introducing the item, the Under-Secretary-General for
Economic and Social Affairs, said that the United
Nations was particularly well equipped to evolve con
cepts bearing on ,the modalities of multilateral co
operation. He regarded the concept of collective cco
nomic security as very comprehensive and as a corollary
to the International Development Strategy. The concept
could be a useful stimulant to the Economic and Social
Council in its efforts fully to play its role under the
Charter.

161. In the discussion in the Committee, most
representatives recognized the importance and time
liness of the discussion. Some representatives felt that
the concept of collective economic security required
definition. They indicated that their statements and
reactions to the concept of collective economic security
were tentative and preliminary.

162. The relationship between economic security
and other concepts, particularly political security, was
a subject of major attention. Several delegations ex
pressed the belief that economic and political security
were closely linked, and some said that the former was
a prerequldtc for the latter. An example of the relation
ship between the two concepts was given by one
representativc, who stated that general and complete
disarmament would not only bring about a decisive
change in the political climate, but would also create
favourable conditions for international co-operation in
other fields. He indicated that economic relations could
be influenced by actions in the political field and,
conversely, politioal relations could be influenced by
actions in thc economic field.

163. One representative pointed out, however, that
it was also true that the concepts of political security
and economic security had somewhat different histories,
for while the former had been accepted as a guiding
and normative principle in international reh~tions, the
latter was still being elaborated. Another representative
thought that it would be a mistake to confuse economic
security with political security.

164. Among several important questions raised was
that of the relationship between the concept of col
lective economic security and such matters as general
and complete disarmament, the meeting on the World
Disarmament Conference, and the proposed charter of
the economic rights and duties of States.2

1 ElAC.6/SR.610, 612, 613, 621, 628, 631.
2 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on

Trade and Development, Third Session, volume I, Report and
Annexes, annex I, resolution 45 (IlI).
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165. There was general agreement that the Council
was the right forum in which to discuss and define
the concept, and one representative stressed ,that the
Council, as the central body for formulating and
co-ordinating economic policy in the United Nations
system, was best placed to consider the questions
relating to collective economic security, especially as
most of them would be of an interdisciplinary nature,
such as the issues which might arise under the
"emergency" function referred to in the Secretary
General's note.

166. Some representatives stated that collective eco
nomic security should be regarded as the principle
behind the International Development Strategy and not
as something separate. Other representatives said that
the aim of collective economic security should be to
promote economic and social justice among countries,
as outlined by the International Development Strategy
and also among individuals within ,a country. One
representative stated that coUective ,economic security
should serve as a unifying concept for a global eco
nomic, financial and social strategy which encompassed
and went beyond the present framework of the Inter
national Development Strategy.

167. At the 631 st meeting, the representative of
Spain, on behalf of his delegation and those of Chile,
the Philippines and the Sudan, introduced a draft
decision (E/AC.6/L.512). At the same meeting, the
Committee adopted the draft decision unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

168. At the 1857th meeting,tJ the Council, on
the recommendation of the Economic Committee
(E/5344) ,4 decided to request the Secretary-General
to prepare a further report on the concept of collective
economic security for the Council 'at its fifty-fifth
session, taking into account the views expressed during
the preliminary discussion at its fifty-fourth session.

169. At its fifty-fifth session the Council had before
it a report of the Secretary-General (E/5369 'and
Corr.1) on collective economic security, submitted to
it in accordance with the decision adopted at its fifty
fourth session (see paragraph 168 above).

170. The Council considered the subject of col
lective economic security in the context of the discus
sion on item 4 of the agenda for the fifty-fifth session
(Second United Nations Development Decade: review
and appraisal of progress in implementing ,the Inter
national Development Strategy, including a further
discussion of colleotive economic security (see chapter
I1I.A above)) which in turn formed part of the

3 E/SR.1857.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fijtyw!ourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 7.
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general discussion of international economic and social
policy (see chapter II above) at the Council's 1859th
to 1873rd plenary meetings.1:i The subject was also
considered by the Economic Committee at its 642nd,
643rd, 652nd and 668th meetings.o

171. It was stated that there was increasing inter
dependence among members of the world community
and that interdependence formed the basis of the
concept of collective economic security. The inter
national community should find it possible to define
the concept clearly and make it operational so as to
be able to take prompt and effective action that could
promote equitable progress in the world.

172. At the 668th meeting of the Economic Com
mittee, the representative of Brazil introduced a draft
decision (E/AC.6/L539).

173. At the same meeting, the representative of
Argentina proposed two oral amendments to the draft
decision, whereby in subparagraph (b) the words "an
analysis of the functional and institutional implications
of the concept" would be replaced by the words "an
analysis of the functional consequences and eventual
institutional implications of the concept", and the words
"of a definition" by the words "of the concept".

174. At the same meeting, in the light of com
ments by various delegations, and particularly the oral
amendments proposed by Argentina, the representative
of Brazil revised the draft decision. Argentina joined
in sponsoring the draft decision.

175. At the same meeting, the representative of
Brazil moved the olosure of the debate. The motioll
was adopted by 16 votes to 5, with 16 abstentions.

I:i E/SR.1859-1873.°ElAC.6.1SR.642, 643, 652, 668.

33

176. At the same meeting, the revised draft de
cision was adopted by 32 votes to 1, with 7 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

177. At its 1879th meeting,7 at the request of
the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the Council voted on the dmft decision
recommended to it by the Economic Committee
(E/5414/Add.3).8 By 17 votes to none, with 4 absten
tions, the Council adopted that decision, whereoy it
(a) took note of the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "Second United Nations Development Decade:
review and appraisal of progress in implementing the
International Development Strategy, including a further
discussion of collective economic security" (E/5369
and CorL!); (b) decided t'3 request the Secretary
General, taking into account the preliminary report
considered by the Council at its fifty-fourth session
(E/5263) and the views expressed by delegations at
the fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth sessions and ufter having
carried out consultations with Member States, to
prepare a study of the concept of collective economic
security containing, inter alia, a review of the relevant
historical antecedents, an analysis of the functional
consequences and possible eventual institutional im
plications of the concept and an examination of the
principal elements that the Council could take into
account in the further formulation of the concept of
collective economic security; (c) decided to consider
at its fifty-seventh session the study to be submitted
by the Secretary-General.

7 E/SR.1879.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.



Chapter V

REGIONAL CO.OPERATION

1 ElAC.6/SR.634-638, 640, 641, 645 and 646:
2 Official Records of the Economic and Soczal Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 10 (E/5276).
a/bid., Supplement No. 9 (E/5277).
4Ihid., Supplement No. 8 (E/5275).
5/bid., Supplement No. BA (E/5239).
6 Ibid., Supplement No. 3 (E/5253).

178 The Economic Committee considered item 9
(a) a~d (b) of the agenda ~or the Council's fifty-fifth
session (Recrional co-operatIOn: (a) reports of .the
regional eco~omic commiss~ons and ~f the. Umted
Nations Economic and SOCIal Office 111 Bell'ut and
(b) report on the meetings of the .E~ecutive S~cretaries
of the regional economic commIssIOns) at Its 634th
to 638th meetings, 640th, 641st, 645th and 646th
meetings.1 The Council had before it the annual repor!s
of the Economic Commission for Europe,2 the EconomIc
Commission for Asia and the Far East,3 the Economic
Commission for Latin America,4 the report of the
Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission
for Latin America on its seventh extraordinary session,5

the annual report of the Economic Commission for
AfricaU and the annual report by the Secretary-General
on the activities of the United Nations Economic and
Social Office in Beirut (E/5366 and Corr.l English
only); and the report on the mee~i~gs of th~ Execut.ive
Secretaries held since the CouncIl s fifty-thud seSSIOn
(E/5370 and Corr.l).

179. The Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Europe stated that with the inclusion
of the German Democratic Republic in the membe!ship
of ECE the principle of universality has been .achleved
in that Commission. The Council was also mformed
of the agreement reached by the Governments of the
ECE re;ion at Helsinki that the Conference on Euro
pean Se~urity and Co-operation wouJd take t~e ~ork
of EeE fully into account when draftmg new dIre?t!ves
for co-operation in Europe. The recent analysIs by
BCE of the prospects for the European. economy had
given special consideration to three basIc factors, the
environment, the shortage of resources and the shortage
of manpower.

180. The Executive Sc~retary of EeE, at the 635th
mcetincr of the Committee, also made a statement
drawing attention to the European Convention on Inter
national Commercial Arbitration. At the request of
the United '{ations Commission on International Trade
Law (UNC iTRAL), ECE adopted a decision a! its
tw~nty-cighth session inviting, inter alia, the CouncIl to

A. Reports of tbe rcO'ional ecollOluic comluis-
~ . dsions and the United Nations Econollllc an

Social Office in Beirut and the report 011 the
lueetulg,s of the Executive Secretaries
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draw the existence of the Convention to the attention
of States Members of the United Nations which were
not members of the Commission and which had not
acceded to the Convention, with a request that they
should indicate whether they intended to do so.

181. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Com
mission for Asia and the Far East said that the mem
bership of the Commission had incre~sed to inclu.de
Bangladesh, China land almost all the I~la?d,countrIes
of the South Pacific area. The Commission s annual
report reflected far-reaching politica1 aJ?-d socio-e~o

nomic chancres which had taken place m the regIOn
during the past year, including the need for post-war
reconstruction in the Indo-China peninsula. The Com
mission had expressed grave concern regardin~ the
threat to growth represented by .~he adverse .mte~
national monetary and trade condItIons, a declme m
agricultural production, the widespread prevalence .of
mass poverty and unemployment, as well as the speCIal
problems of the least-developed coun~ries in ~he region
includincr the island States of the PaCIfic and It stressed
the urge~cy of finding solutions to these problems.

182. The Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Latin America referred to the special
meeting urgently convened to consider action to. assist
Nicaragua in connexion with the earthquake dIsaster
at Managua and to the twenty-fifth. anniversary session
of ECLA held at Quito. The main task of the Quito
session had been the regional evaluation and appraisal
of the International Development Strategy and the
discussion on the subject had shown ~ealism .and
political imagination on the part of the Latm Amencan
countries.

183. The Quito session brought out the close identi
fication of the Commission with the interests of the
countries of the region within the. framework of t~e

principles of ill;ternational co-operat~on. as set forth m
the United Nations Charter; the realizatIOn of the need
for further work on the part of the secretariat. in
helping Governments to identify and analyse the major
problems in the context of integrated development;
and the general preoccupation in Latin A~eric~ with
the far-reaching changes currently occurnng m the
international ,economic order.

184. The Executive Secretary of t~e Economic
Commission for Africa stated that the Afncan Govern
ments were aware of the need for self-reliance, in view
of the poor performance of African countries in relation
to the targets of the Second United Nations Develop
ment Decade and in view of food shortages, monetary
instability and trade and payments difficulties. The
emergence of the enlarged European Economic Com
munity, Africa's chief trading partner, also created an
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awareness of the need for the region to negoHate as a
unit with European and other economie groupings.

185. Economies of scale and market demands made
it imperative for African States to form economic
communities. One of the first tasks of the existing
subregional groupings had been the need to establish
links among the members: communications by road,
rail, air and shipping. In transport and communica
tions, the Commission was activ,ely promoting develop
ment of African highways induding the East to West
Trans-African route. The second problem engaging
the attention of African Governments related to ad
ministration and mam~gement.

186. The Commission's work in 'the social aspects
of economic development included the operation of a
scheme of assistance to voluntary agencies for pre
investment studies, field management and a wide-ranging
variety of other projects including resettlement schemes,
farm improvement, provision of sanitary facilities, self
help construction of farm-to-market roads, wells, low
cost housing, vocat~onal training for the young and
functional literacy for 1duHs.

187. In the field of natura~ resources and the
application of science and technology to development,
the Commissivn had been co-operating with the Or
ganization of African Unity (OAU) by promoting the
development of research and training centres. The
African countries were now seeking to take the pre
dominant part in the exploitation of their natural
resources and it was incumbent on the Commission
to equip African nationals for that purpose. Further
aid would be needed from the developed countries
in that ,connexion. The Commission had noted the
difficulties occurring in the Sudano-SaheHan region and
had adopted a project for the Sahelian area based on
a scheme launched earlier by the World Bank. The
drought situation had ~ed to an emphasis being placed
on the development of water resources.

188. The Director of the United Nations Economic
and Sodal Office in Behut said that a substantial
amount of the Office's work had been devoted to the
first biennial review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy.

189. An outstanding feature of the year under
review had been the increasing attention given to the
least-developed countries in the region, including Dem
ocratic Yemen, Oman, Yemen and some of the
Emirates. A matter of equal importance was the
preparatory work for the participation of the countries
of the region in the forthcoming multilatel'al trade
negotiations.

190. In ,the field of human resources, UNESOB's
efforts had been directed to assisting the Governments
of the region through research, training and seminars
ill the formulation of appropriate socio-economic
policies. It had convened a meeting on the status of
women in relation to family planning and would be
organizing a meeting on the participation of women in
development efforts. The report of the. first regional
population conference to be held in November ] 973
would form the contribution from the UNESOB region,
with its particular demographic problems, to the World
Population Conference, 1974.

19] . In the course of the discussion, several repre
sentatives said that the r,egional oconomic commissions
were among the most dynamic subsidiary bodies of
the Council and that their activities should be fully
supported. It was felt that the regional economic
commissions and UNESOB were able to register

substantial achievements because their activities catered
to the differing conditions in the various regions served
by them.

192. Several speakers supported the activities being
developed in connexion with interregional co-operation,
particularly among the developing countries. It was
noted that ECLA had again played a pioneering role
by adopting resolution 316 (XV) on co-operation
among developing countries of different geographical
areas. A number of representatives felt that the Group
of 77 should strive for greater unity of action with
regard to negotiations in such fields as trade, shipping
and transport, and industry. Some representatives felt
that it was particularly important to review the co
operative relations existing between UNDP and the
regional economic commissions in order -that some
means could be found for more effective co-ordination
of operational work between these l~()dies in the future.
It was lalso felt that the commissions should pay grenter
attention to the activities of d'ther subsidiary bodies
of the Council with a view to improving their respective
work programmes in order that better co-ordination
could be achieved by more effective utilization of
resources and by avoiding overlapping of activities.

193. Appreciation was expressed to the regional
economic commissions concerned for including in their
work programmes efforts to combat mass poverty and
unemployment. It was essential that all members of the
international community, particularly the developed
nrltions, should co-operate with the developing coun
tries in their efforts to accelerate their economic and
socia~ development.

194. Commenting on the report of EeE many
representatives expressed the hope that the Commission
would be called upon to assume the responsibility for
economic co-operation efforts undertaken as a result of
the Conference on European Security. Several repre
sentatives commended the arrangements made between
the secretariats of ECE and the United Nations En
vironment Programme. It was also noted that the
first session of the Senior Advisers to ECE Govern
ments on Environment had yielded promising results,
as it had drawn up a list of items for action. A number
of speakers felt that the proposal to establish an
engineering industry committee deserved support since
the Commission's activities in that field needed further
development. It \,'1S also felt that ECE's work in the
field of East/West trade should be further improved.

195. At the 636th meeting of the Committee, the
representative of Canada indicated that his Govern
ment would be applying for membership in ECE during
the present session of the Council.

196. Concerning the annual report of ECAFE, the
majority of the representatives commended ECAFE for
undertaking active and far-reaching regional co-opera
tion programmes. It was expected that with the prospect
of peace and stability such regional co-operation efforts
would be increased. On the other hand, several repre
sentatives felt that ECAFE would need to review its
work programme in order to bring its structure into
line with the changes taking place in the region. Severa~

representatives welcomed resolution 138 (XXIX)
adopted by the Commission at Tokyo to review the
work programme and structure of ECAFE.

197. It was also felt that ECAFE should draw up
a new strategy for economic development in the region,
giving particular attention to its major problems such
as mass poverty, unemployment and agricultural de
velopment. One representative felt that ECAFE should
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establish closer relations with intergovernmental regional
organizations, such as the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN). One representative called
for a more equitable geographic~~. distribution of key
positions in the ECAFE seCreUi'&at, A number of
representatives commended the work done by ECAFE
in the field of population, which had resulted in the
Second Asian Population Conference (E/CN.1l/1065)
and a Declaration on the subject,7 which would form
their contribution to the World Population Con
ference, 1974.

198. There was widespread support in the Com
mittee for granting associate membership to the Trust
Territories of the Pacific Islands and Gilbert and Ellice
as recommended by the Commission.

199. With regard to the report of ECLA, the Com
mittee felt that the Quito Appraisal, which was the
first biennial review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy for the Latin American region,
was among the best of the regional exercises. A number
of representatives expressed regret that the regional
review and appraisal in Latin America had been
undertaken by an expert group consisting only of
nationals from the regional countries; they expressed
the hope that in future it would be possible for mem
bers of ECLA from outside the region to participate
in the exercise. Some of the Latin American repre
sentatives felt, however, that the regional countries had
a right to make their own evaluation.

200. Some representatives felt that Latin Americans
should adopt a more liberal policy concerning foreign
investment while others felt that the countries con
cerned should have a right to lay down the terms for
such investments in order to protect their interests.

201. A number of representatives underscored the
fact that multinational corporations operating in the
region could have harmful effects on the development
efforts of the countries concerned.

202. Several r~presentatives called for ECLA to
int\ ";"ify its ctSSlstance to the Governments in the region
conc.;erning the forthcoming GATT multilateral trade
negotiation..,. With regard to ECLA's work programme,
there was general approval of the priorities established
at the Quito session, special emphasis being laid by
some of the representatives on such questions as the
environment and manpower shortage.

203. Commenting 011 ECA's annual report, several
members of the Committee supported the priority given
in ECA's work programme to transport and com
munications, particularly the development of the Saha
ran highway as well as the East/West highway.

204. In order to help ECA to assist the Govern
ments of the region in the forthcoming multilateral
trade m~go+iations, a number of representatives felt
that the Council should support a request for resources
for c:uch assistance from UNDP. It was felt by some
ef the representatives that there should be better co
on.lination between other bodies in the United Nations
sy~tcm ancI ECA 111 order to accelerate regional
co-operation projects. Several representatives under
lined 'he growing imlJortance of United Nations De
velNHTIcnt '"'Advisory Teams which ECA 11acI been estab
li~hinq; in a number of subregions. A number of
representatives welcomed the particIpation in ECA
::lS as~ociate members of the freedom movements of
Angola, Guinea (Bissau), Mozambique and Namibia.

7 Ibid., Supplement No. 9 (E/5277), para. 109.

36

205. In discussing the annual report of the Secre
tary-General on the activities of UNESOB, several of
the representatives felt that the work of UNESOB would
have been more effective if the Israeli-Arab conflict
in the region had been settled. It was noted that
UNESOB would be invol¥ed in the review and appraisal
of the International Development Strategy, and ap
proval was expressed of the work which UNESOB
was doing in the field of population and social develop
ment, including the role of women and the young in
the development process. One representative felt that
UNESOB should pay greater attention to the field of
natural resources development as wel1 as to the promo
tion of research for development on a co-operative
basis.

206. A number of delegations considered that the
meetings of the Executive Secretaries contributed
greatly to the ,effectiveness of regional co-operation,
and they felt that the report on the meetings of the
Executive Secretaries (E/5370 and Corr.l) was a
useful document inasmuch as it gave a conspectus of
the efforts at co-ordination in several important sub
stantive fields. Some representatives stated that it would
be premature to regard the concept of collective {~co

nomic security mentioned in the report as being firmly
established, since there was need for further clarifica
tion of the subject in the Council.

207. At its 638th meeting, the Economic Com
mittee considered the draft resolutions submitted by
the regional economic commissions for action by the
Council. The Committee unanimously adopted the draft
resolution submitted by the Economic Commission
for Europe (E/5276,::! part IV). In addition, the atten
tion of the Committee was drawn to the request in
paragraph (c) of ECE decision D (XXVIII) con
cerning the European Convention on International
Commercial Arbitration (E/5276,2 part HI). The
Chairman proposed that the Committee adopt a draft
decision by which the Council would draw the attention
of States Members of the United Nations which were
not members of the Economic Commission for Europe
and which had not acceded to 'Che European Convention
on International Commercial Arbitration to its existence
and requested them to indicate whether they intended
to adhere thereto.

208. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

209. At the 640th meeting, the "'epresentative of
Finland introduced a draft resolution calling for the
admission of Canada to the Economic Commission for
Europe (E/AC.6/L.516). Several representatives spoke
in support of the draft rec;olution; a number of the
supporters indicated that it would be useful to make
an analysis of the membership in the regional economic
commissions in connexion with the forthcoming study
on regional structures as called for in Council resolu
tion f756 (LIV). lit the request of the representative
of France, the adoption of the draft resolution was
poc;;tponcd to meet the 24-hour rule. The Committee
unanimously adopted the draft resolution at its 641 st
meeting.

210. At its 638th meeting, the Committee con
sider'ed and unanimously adopted the three draft
resolut:~ns submitt,ed by ECAFE in its annual report
(E/527',3 part IV). Following the adoption of the
draft re>:lolutions on associate membership in ECAFE
of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Js,lands, and the
Gilbert land Ellice Is,lands, the representative of India
expressed his Government's readiness, within its ca-

.,

p~

re

SD
b'
01
ID
L
ge
pI
af
w:

sic
El

Cc
tic
in;
AI
re
M
re:
sh
th
L(
Cl
ist
re;
re)
ru
co
fel
of
db
re<
thl
ch

K(
th\
pT!
sel
ad
tal
fCl
Se
thl
co
SU:
by
tiv

su!
fCl

th,
a
no
aCl
Of

th(
of
sla



• •

re-
of

lId
:ict
lat
,al
lp
)B
>p-
in
lat
of
lO

ve

he
ed
Ill,
he

a
of
b
lId
0

lly
a-

n
Jy
he
Lft
m
n
in
tI

al
le
1ft
III
re
Je

III

:d

s.
)f
le
>r
:e
le
:e
le
Y
1-

'e
IS
e
;t

e
a

,

I
I

I

~

During the discussion, the representatives of Argen
tina, Japan and Kenya introduced oral ~endments ,to
the draft resolution. As the sponsors dJ:d not express
objection, the Chairman suggested that a 'l:evised text of
the draft resolution incorporating these amendments
be issued for consideration at a later meeting. The
three repres,entatives who had introduced l.~le amend
ments and the representative of Turkey joined in
sponsoring the draft reso~ution as amended.

219. At the 645th meeting, the repl:esentative of
Algeria orally proposed the insertion at the end of
operative paragraph 3 of the revised draft reso~ution

of the word "interregional" after th'e word "regional".
The proposal was accepted by the sponsors of the
draft r,esolution. On a question raised by the repre
sentative of the United Kingdom concerning operative
paragraph 8 of the draft resolution, the representative
of Japan gave an exp~anation which was accepted by
the Committee.

220. At the same meeting,' the representative of
Malaysia proposed that operative paragraphs 1 and 2
be amalgamated. The representatives of Burundi, India,
Kenya, the Netherlands, Po~and and the United King
dom participated in the discussion of this proposal but
failed to reach an agreement. The representatives of
Canada, India, Indonesia, Kenya and the Netherlands
participated in the debate. On reaching agreement as
to the manner of amalgamating operative paragraphs 1
and 2, the repr,esentative of Malaysia indicated that
his Government would join in sponsoring the revised
draft resolution. The agreed text of the new operative
paragraph 1 of the revised draft resolution (ElAC.61
L.517IRev.1) read as follows:

"1. Takes note with interest of the report on
the meetings of the Executive Secretaries and requests
the Secretary-General to continue to submit these
reports to the Council at its summer session, contain
ing an analytical report based on the contents of the
annual reports of the regional economic commissions
and UNESOB, identifying common development
problems the various regions are faced with and
identifying also those experiences of the more de
veloped countries anci the developing countries them
selves which can be helpful to the developing coun
tries in the solution of these common problems."
221. At the 646th meeting, the revised draft resolu-

tion (E/AC.6/L.517/Rev.l) as a whole, was adopted
by consensus.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

222. The Council, at its 1878th meeting,S considered
the draft resolutions and ·the draft decisions !recom
mended by the Economic Committee (E/5407).0

223. The Cour.lcH adopted resolution 1809 (LV)
in which it (1) took note of 'the report of the Economic
Commission for Europe for ,the period 28 April 1972
to 18 May 1973 (E/5276); of the views expliessed
during the discussion in the CommissiO!ll (E/5276,
part II) and of the resolutions and other decisions
adopted dUI ing the twenty-eighth session of the Com
mission, contained in part In of that report; (2) en
dorsed the programme of work and priorities contained
in parts V and VI of the report.

224. The Council adopted resolution 1810 (LV)
on the membership of Canada in the Economic Corn-

S E/SR.1878.
o Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 9.
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mission for Europe in which it decided to change
paragraph 7 of the terms of reference of the Economic
Commission for Europe by .adding Canada to the list
of members of the Commission.

225. At the same meeting,8 dle Council adopted
the three draft resolutions submitted by the Economic
Commission for Asia and the Far East.

226. In resolution 1811 (LV), the Coundl (1) ap
proved the recommendation of the Economic Com
mission for Asia and the Far Bast that ,the TluSt
Tenitory of the Pacific Islands b~ included in the
geographical scope of the Commission and admitted
to the Commission as an associate member; (2) decided
to amend paragraphs 2 and 4 of the terms of reference
of the Commission accordingly.

227. In resolution 1812 (LV), the Council (1) ap
proved the recommendation of the Economic Com
mission for Asia and the Far East that the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands be included in the geographical
scope of the Commission and admitted to the Com
mission as an associate member; (2) decided to amend
paragraphs 2 and 4 of the terms of reference of the
Commission accordingly.

228. In resolution 1813 (LV), the Council en
dorsed the programme of work and priorities contained
in part V of the report of the Economic Commission
for Asia and the Far East (B/5277).

229. The Council adopted resolution 1814 (LV),
in which it (1) took note of the report of the Eco
nomic Commission for Latin America covering the
period 1 May 1972 to 30 March 1973 (B/5275 and
Corr.l and E/5285/Add.l) and of the resolutions and
recommendations contained in parts II and HI of that
report; (2) ,endorsed the programme of work and
priorities contained in volume H of the report.

230. The Council adopted resolution 1815 (LV),
in which it (1) took note of the report of the Economic
Commission for Africa for the period 14 February
1972 to 23 February 1973 (E/525'3 ,and Add.l and 2)
and of the recommendations and resolutions contained
in parts II and HI of that report; (2) endorsed the
programme of work and priorities 1974 to 1976, with
projections t.o 1979, contained in part V of the report;
(3) took further note of the first regional report on
review and appraisal entitled "Review and appraisal
of progress in implementing the International Develop
ment Strategy and Africa's strategy for development
in the 1970s" (E/CN.14/595 Summary).

231. At the same meeting,7 the Council adopted
resolution 1816 (LV), in which it took note of the
report of the Secretary-General on the activities of
the United Nations Economic and Social Office in
Beirut covering the period from 15 Aoril 1972 to
14 April 1973 (E/5366 and Corr.1). ..

232. The Council adopted draft resolution 1817
(LV) on the role of the regional economic com
missions and the United Nations Economic and Social
Office in Beirut in the review and appraisal of the
International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade.

233. In that resolution 1817 (LV), the Council
(1) took note with interest of the report on the
meeting of the Executive Secretaries of ,the regional
economic commissions and requested the Secretary
General to continue to submit these reports to the
Coundl at its summer sessions, incorporating therein
an analytical study, based on the contents of the annual
reports of the regional economic commissions and the

38
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United Nations Economic and Social Office in '
Beirut, identifying common development problems the
various regions .are faced with and identifying also
those experienoes of the developed countries and the
developing countries themselves which could be helpful
to the deveJoping countries in the solution of these
common problems; (2) commended the regional eco
nomic commissions and the United Nations Economic
and Social Office in Beirut for their important con
tributions to the review and appraisal of the I~jter

national Development Strategy, as contained in the
Quito Appraisal as adopted by the Economic Com
mission for Latin America in the annex to its resolu-
tion 320 (XV) (E/5275, part Ill), the first biennial
review of social and economic deve,lopment in the
region of the Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far Eas1t (E/CN.ll/L.349) and in the first biennial
review and appraisa,l of progress undert.aken by the
~c~nomicCommission for Africa (E/CN.14/565), and
~nvlt~d them to continue and intensify their activities
III thIs respect, so as to ensure that their contributions
were available well in time for the mid..,term review
and a~praisal scheduled for 1975, with particular
emphaSIS on the need to promote both functional and
sector~l regional, interregional and subregional co
operatlOn; (3) dl~ew the attention of the reoional eco-

• • • 0
nomIC commlsslOns to the report of the Secretary-
Ge~eralentit,led "Regional 'Co-operation: study on
regIonal structures" (E/5127) and to its resolution
1,756 .(LIV) a~d requested them to give due con
slderatlOn to thIS matter and to co-operate fully with
the Secretary-General in the implementation of that
resolution; (4) invited the specialized agendes and
the International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as
the other organizations of the United Nations system
concerned to co-operate equally fully with the Secre
tary-General in the implementation of resolution 1756
(LIV); (5) invited the Secretary-Genera'l to giv,e his
full support to the regional ,economic commissions in
particular with regard to their contribution to the ~id
term review and appraisal; (6) requested the regional
economic commissions and the United Nations Eco
~omic and Social Office in Beirut to give due considera
tIon to the principles anc .~Llidclines for co-operation
~ith the United Nations Development Programme for
Illt~r-country programming and projects (Council reso
lutlOn 1530 (XLIX), annex) and to veport in con
sultation with th.e Unite~ Nations Develop~ent Pro
gra!D~e, from tll?e to tIme on ,the steps taken for
theIr ImplementatIOn; (7) requested the regional eco
nomic commissions and the United Nations Economic
and Social Office in Beirut to consider, if they had
not. ~l~ead'y done .so, long-term priority areas of their
act~vltle~ m. the lIght of th~ changing economic and
socIal sItuatlOns of the reglOns and in the world at
large.

234. The Council adopted without 'a vote a de
cision in which it decided to draw the attention of
States Members of the Uni,ted Nations which were
not mel?bers of ,the Economic Commission for Europe
and whIch had not acceded to the European Conventien
on International Commercial Arbitration10 to the exist
enoe of that Convention, and ,to request them to in
dica,te whether they intend to adhere thereto.

235. The CounciJ adopted without a vote a decision
in which it took note with satisfaction of the report
of the Committee of the Whole of the Economic Com-

10 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 484, p. 364.
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mission for Latin America on its seventh ,extraordinary
session (E/5'329 and Corr.1).

236. The Council also adopted without a vote a
decision in which in taking note in its resolution 1815
(LV) of the report of the Economic Commission for
Africa for the period 14 February 1972 to 23 Feb
ruary 1973 (E/5253 ~nd Add.l and 2), also to.ok
note of: (a) the reservatIOns 'expressed by the ExecutIve
Secretary of the Commiss:lon (E/5253/Add.2), as
orally amended, concerning resolution 242 (XI) of the
Conference of Ministers (E/5253); (b) the opinion
of the Legal Counsd (E/AC.6/L.515) on those res
ervations; (c) the comments made by delegations on
the ques,tion at the fifty-fifth session of the Council.

B. EstabIisluuent of an eCOllOlnic cOlnnlissioll for
Western Asia

237. The Economic Committee considered item 9
(c) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Establishment of an economic commission for Western
Asia) at its 644th, 645th, 646th, 658th -and 660th
meetings. ll

238. At the 644th meeting, the Chairman drew the
attention of the Committee to the revised draft resolu
tion sponsored by 1he representative of Lebanon
(E/L,1497/Rev.2), consideration of which had been
postponed from the fifty-thir? sess~on, and to t?e
revised statement of the admmIstratIve and financIal
implications of that draft resolution (E/L.1497/Rev.2/
Add.l/Rev.1). In introducing 1he revised draft resolu
tion the representative of Lebanon stated that Lebanun
and'the other Arab countries considered it high 1ime
for the United Nations to take a decision that it had
put off for 25 years. The proposal was intended to
fulfil the wishes of the 12 Arab States of Western
Asia that did not belong to any regional economic
commission and were thus at a disadvantage compared
with other Member States. The United Nations Eco
nomic and Social Offiee in Beirut (UNESOB) which
served those countries was not an intergovernmental
organ and had no power to make recommendations
to the Economic and Social Council on behalf of the
Governments of the region, nor could those Govern
ments make recommendations concerning budgetary
matters, as could Governments that were members of
I'egional economic commissions. The main argument
put forward over the years against the establishment
of an economic commission for Western Asia had
been that it would be undesirable ,to raise the question
at a time when efforts of a poHtical nature were being
made in particular in the Security Council, to solve
the Middle East problem, His delegation hoped that the
Council would agree dIat it was unnecessary to wait
for a political solution before adopting economic
measures. Furthermore, it was not the first time that
such a problem had arisen in connexion with a regional
economic commission; South Africa, for example, had
been exoluded from the Economic Commission for
Africa.

239. In the ensuing discussion the representative
of the Netherlands said ,that ,the establishment of an
economic commission for Wes.tern Asia as proposed
by Lebanon involved very important economic, legal
and political questions which were inextricably inter
related and far too comp~ex for the Council to
attempt to solve under present Jegal and political
conditions. He asked the representative of Lebanon

11 ElAC.6ISR.644·646, 658, 660.

:1

not to insis.t on the Council's engaging in a substantive
discussion or taking a vote and to agree to defer the
question to the foHowing year.

240. At the same meeting, the representatives of
Egypt, Yemen and Tunisia supported the revised draft
resolution. The representative of Lebanon said that he
was not able to agree to the suggestion .of ,the Nethe~

lands representative. The proposal on whIch the CouncIl
had to take a decision was a purely economic one
and could in no way aggravate the situation from a
political standpoint.

241. At the 645th meeting of the Economic Com
mittee, further support for the proposal contained in
draft resolution E/L.1497/Rev.2 was expressed by
the representatives of Algeria, China, Pakistan, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sudan and Yugos,lavia, as well as by the
observer for Iraq. The representative of Italy urged
that the discussion be postponed until the following
year.

242. At the same meeting, the representative of
the Netherlands stated that the existing regional eco
nomic commissions were open .to all ,the Member
States in their re,gions wi·thout exception, and that in
no case did the decision regarding ·an application for
membership depend on the approval of the members
of the commission. He therefore suggested two amend
ments to the revised draf.t resolution: (a) in the second
preambular paragraph, the words "presently covered by
the United Nations Economic and Social Office in
Beirut" should be deleted; (b) operative paragraph 1
(b) should b~ replaced by the following text: "Mem
bership of the Commission shall be open to all
States Members of the Unlted Nations situated in
Western Asia".

243. At the same meeting, the representative of
the United States of America said that the body whose
establishment was proposed was based on an ethnic
grouping and excluded a Member State that belonged
to the geographical region in question, an arrangement
that would be contrary to Articles 1 and 2 of the Char
ter. It would also be inconsistent with Genera~ Assem
bly resolution 290 (IV), the Draft Declaration on the
Rights and Duties of States land the Deolaration of
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Co-operation among States. Comparison
with the case of South Africa's membership in the
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) was not valid,
since the Council had not expelled South Africa from
ECA but had taken action that amounted to suspension,
and that was obviously quite different from initially
barring a Member State of the region from membership
in the commission. That action, as aJso the expulsion
from ECA of Portugal, a non-African State .that had
r:efused associate membership, could not be regarded
as a precedent in ,the case before the Committee.
The iHegality of the Lebanese proposal was confirmed
by the fact that the CouncH's resolutions creating the
present regional economic commissions had never ex
cluded a Member State belonging to the region in
question and had even admitted States that did not
belong to the region. Finally, ,the representative of
the United States of America introduced two amend
ments (E/AC.6/L.519) to the revised draft resolu
tion (E/L.1497/Rev.2).

244. At the 646th meeting, the representative of
Llebanon stated that the oral amendmems to the revised
draft resoJution (E/L.l497/Rev.2) macie at the pre··
vious meeting by the Netherlands and the amendments
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he orally revised operative paragraph 1(b) of the
revised draft resolution (E/L.1497/Rev.2) , replacing
the words "approval by the Commission" by the words
"recommendation of the Commission".

250. The representative of ltaly explained ·that his
delegation could not support the Lebanese draft resolu
tion but would favour .the draft resoiution sponsored
by the United States of America. In reply to the
representa,tives of MaU and Kenya, .the Legal Counsel
gave a legal opinion on the two draft resolutions
(E/L.1497/Rev.2 and E/AC.6/L.520).

251. The representative of Egypt orally proposed
amending operative paragraph 3 of the United States
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.520) to add a second
question to the International Court of Justice, reading
as follows:

"Is the present status of a United Nations Mem
ber in the region not mentioned an document
E/L.1497/Rev.2 legally and constitutionally in. con
sistence with the United Nations Chatter and the
relevant United Nations decisions, particularly the
General Assembly resolution of 1947 on the parti
tion plan?"
252. When 'a clarification was sought by the repre-

sentative of Trinidad and T:>bago regarding the status
of ,the amendment, the representative of Egypt indicated
that she would not press for a vote.

253. The representatives of China, Egypt, Lebanon
and Yemen exp]}essed their opposition ·to .the United
States draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.520).

254. At the 660th meeting, ·the Chairman announced
that the Committee would immediately proceed to vote
on the proposals b~fore it by roU-call, 'as vequested by
the representative of Lebanon.

255. The representative of rthe United States of
America pointed out that the words "as orally
revised" should be inserted after the words "document
E/L.1497/Rev.2" in operative paragraph 3 of draft
resolution ElAC.6/L.520, in view of the change
accepted by the Lebanese representative at the 658th
meeting. The representativ.e of ,the Netherlands did not
formally press his oral amendments.

25'6. The Committee voted first on rthe draft resolu
tion submitted by !the United Start:es of America
(ElAC.6/L.520), as ovally .revised. It rejected the
draft resolution by 30 votes to 10, with 8 abstentions.
The voting was as follows:

In favour: Barbados, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden,
United States of Amerioa.

Against: Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, Egypt,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Lebanon, Mada
gascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Niger, Pakistan,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Spain, Senegal, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Abstaining: BoUvia, Brazil, France, Ghana, Japan,
Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Venezuela.

257. The Committee next voted on the amend-
ments submitted by .the United States of America
(E/AC.6/L.519) to the revised dJ.1aft resolution
(E/L.1497IR'ev.2). It rejected the amendments by
29 votes to 10, with 9 abstentions. The voting was
as foHows:

40
*According to rule 76 of the Council's mles of procedure.

submitted by the Umted States of America (ElAC.61
L.519) were unacceptable to Lebanon and the other
States interested in the establishment of an economic
commission for Western Asia. It was incomprehensible,
at the present stage, .to advocate that a country which
continued to maintain forces on the territory of three
Arab States and to defy the decisions of the United
Nations ami the principles of the Charter should
participate in a regional economic commission set up
to deal with problems of economic planning, co-opera
tion and co-ordination. There was nothing restrictive
or discriminatory in the proposed membership of the
commission, to which applications for membership could
be made at any .time by friendly counti'ies in the area.
Given the political situation, th~ Arab States were
compelled to take separate action as 'envisaged in
Article 56 of the Charter for the achievement of the
purposes set forth in Article SS.

245. The representative of the United States of
America submitted a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.520)
asking the International Court of Justice for an ad
visory opinion regarding the consistency of the proposal
under discussion with the provisions of Article 2 (1)
of the Char:ter and with the practice of the Organization.

246. At the same meeting the representative of
Algeria spoke in support of the proposal contained in
the revised draft resolution submitted by Lebanon
(E/L.1497/Rev.2) .

247. At the same meeting the observer for Israel*
stated that authority to establish regional economic
commissions derived from Article 68 of the Charter
and that the consistent practice with regard to mem
bership of the commissions was that all ,countries or
territories within a given region should be able to
par:ticipate in the economic commission for that r:egion.
His delegation had, since 1948, been in favour of a
regional economic commission which would .take into
account ,the legitimate interests of all the States of
the area, Arab and non-Arab alike. If such a body had
not been established, the fault lay with the Arab States.
The present proposal was clearly discriminatory and
motivated by political considerations. His delegation
could not sanction the setting up of a United Nations
body in vioJation of basic Charter principles and estab
lished practice. Should the Council adopt the proposal,
Israel would reserve its position with regard to the
propriety of including the expenses mentioned in docu
ment E/L.1497IRev.21Add.l IRev. 1 in the regular
budge.t of the Organization.

248. The representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics stated that, in his opinion, it was
the policies pursued by Israel, and not any discrimina
tion on ethnic grounds, which at present made it
ineligible for membership in the proposed commission.

249. At the 658th meeting, the representative of
Lebanon informed the Committee that, although for
procedural reasons only Lebanon rould be mentioned
as ,the sponsor of the revised draft resolution
(E/L.1497/Rev.2), all the 12 Arab States of the
UNESOB area had addressed a ·letter to the Chairman
of the Committee to indicate that they also wished
to sponsor the revised draft resolution. The repre
sentative of Lebanon further stated that he would not
objeot to the draft resolution submitted by the United
States representative (ElAC.6/L.520) being voted on
first. In response to various of the comments made,
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In favour: Barbados, Bolivia, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
StMes of America.

Against: Algeria, Argentina, Chile, China, Egypt,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, K;enya, Lebanon, Mada
gascrur, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Niger, Pakistan,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Abstaining: Belgium, Brazil, France, Ghana, Italy,
Japan, Turkey, Venezuela, Zaire.

258. At the request of the representa1ive of Canada,
a separate vote was taken on paragraph 1 (b), as
orally revised, of the revised draft resolution
(E/L.1497/Rev.2). The Committee adopted the para
graph by 32 votes to 11, with 7 abstentions. The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Burundi, Chile,
China, Colombia, Egypt, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mon
golia, Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Sen
egal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, Yugo
slavia.

Against: Barbados, Belgium, Bo1ivia~ Canada, Den
mark, Finland, Italy, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Sweden, United States of America.

Abstaining: Brazil, France, Ghana, Japan, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Vene
zuela, Zaire.

259. Finally, the Committee voted on the revised
draft resolution (E/L.1497/Rev.2) as a whole, as
orally revised. It adopted the resolrition by 33 votes
to 8, with 9 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Burundi, Chile, China,
Colombia, Egypt, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, Niger,
Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Senegal, Spain,
Sri La::ka, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tur
key, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: Barbados, Bolivia, Denmark, Finland,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, United States of
America.

A bstaining: Belgium, Brazil, Canada, France,
Ghana, Italy, Japan,- United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, Venezuela.

260. Explanations of vote wer0 given by the rep
resentatives of Argentina, Barbados, Bumndi, Fin
land, Kenya, New Zealand, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United States of America, Zaire.

261. The representative of Egypt commented on
the question of the financial aspects of the newly estab
lished Commission. The observer for Israel made a
statement to the Committee under rule 76 of the
Council's rules of procedure.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

262. At its 1878th meeting,12 the Council ~t the
proposal of the Chairman decided to adopt WIthout
a vote the draft resolution (E/L.1497/Rev.2) recom-

12 E/SR.1878.
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mended to it by the Economic Committee (E/5407).13
By that resolution (1818 (LV») it established an
Economic Commission for Western Asia, to start its
operations on 1 January 1974, with terms of refer
ence as follows:

"1. The Economic Commission for Western
Asia, acting within the framework of the policies
of the United Nations and subject to the general
supervision of the Economic and Social Council,
shall, provided that the Commission takes no ac
tion in respect of any country without the agreement
of the Government of that country:

"(a) Initiate and participate in measures for
facilitating concerted action for the economic re
construction and development of Western Asia, for
raising the level of economic activity in Western
Asia and for maintaining and strengthening the eco
nomic relations of the countries of the area both
among themselves and with' other countries of the
world;

"(b) Make or sponsor such investigations and
studies of economic and technological problems and
developments within the territories of Western Asia
as the Commission deems appropriate;

"(c) Undertake or sponsor the collection, evalua
tion and dissemination of such economic, techno
~ogical and statistical information as the Commission
deems appropriate;

"(d) Perform such advisory services, within the
available resources of its secretariat, as the coun
tries of the region may desire, provided that such
services do not overlap with those rendered by the
specialized agencies or the United Nations Devel
opment Programme;

"(e) Assist the Council, at its request, in dis
charp-inO' its functions within the region in connex
ion ~ith any economic problems, including prob
lems in the field of technical assistance;

"(t) In carrying out the above functions, deal,
as appropriate, with the social aspects of economic
development and the interrelationship of the eco
nomic and social factors.

"2. The members of the Commission shall con
sist of the States Members of the United Nations
situated in Western Asia which at present call on
the services of the United Nations Economic and
Social Office in Beirut. Future applications for mem
bership by Member States shall b~ decided on by
the Council upon the recommendatIOn of the Com
mission.

"3. The Commission is empowered to make rec
ommendations on any matters within its competence
directly to the Governments of members con
cerned, Governments admitted in consultative capa
city and the specialized agencies concerned. The
Commission shall submit for the Council's prior
consideration any of its proposals for activities
that would have important effects on the economy
of the world as a whole.

"4. The Commission may invite any State Mem
ber of the United Nations not a member of the
Commission to participate in a consultative capac
ity in its consideration of any matter of particular
concern to that non-member.

18 Ofjicial Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-fifth Sessioll, Annexes, agenda item 9.
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"5. The Commission may make arrangements
for consultation with non-governmental organiza
tions which have been granted consultative status
by the Council, in accordance with the principles
approved by the Council for this purpose and con
tained in its resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May
1968.

"6. The Commission may, after discussion with
any specialized agency functioning in the same
general field, and with the approval of the Council,
establish such subsidiary bodies as it deems ap
propriate for facHitating the carrying out of its
responsibilities.

"7. The Commission shall invite representatives
of specialized agencies and may invite representa
tives of any intergovernmental organizations to par
ticipate in a consultative capacity in its considera
ition of any matter of particular concern to those
agencies or organizations, following the practice of
the Council.

"8. The Commission shall take measures to ensure
that the necessary liaison is maintained with other
organs of the United Nations and with the special
ized agencies. The Commission shaH establish ap
propriate liaison and co-operation with other re
gional economic commissions in accordance with
the directives contained in the resolutions and de
cisions of the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly.

"9. 111e Commission shall adopt its own rules
of procedure, including the method of selecting its
Chairman.

"10. The administrative budget of the Com
mission shall be financed from the funds of the
United Nations.

"11. The Secretary-General of the United Na
tions shall appoint the staff of the Commission,
which shall form part of the Secretariat of the
United Nations.

"12. The Commission shall submit to the Coun
cil a full report on its activitie;;; and plans, includ
ing those of any subsidiary bodies, once a year."
263. The representatives of Brazil, Finland, France,

Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United King
dom and the United States of America stated that
they maintained their position on the question and
pointed out that, had a vote been taken, they would
have voted as they had in the Economic Committee.

264. The observer for Israel, speaking at the in
vitation of the Chairman,* reiterated that, while rec
ognizing the need for an economic commission for
Western Asia, his delegation could not accept a res
olution contrary to fundamental constitutional prin
ciples.

265. The representative of Lebanon said that al
though he had maintained throughout the ~onsidera

tion of this proposal that it should be judged on its
economic, rather than on its political or legal, merits,
he wished to stress that, if any delegations still had
doubts about the legality of the resolution, the Council
had under the Charter wide powers of interpretation
of questions raised before it. Indeed, since the pro
posal made at San Francisco in 1945, whereby the
International Court of Justice should alone interpret
the Charter, had not been approved, the United Na-

* In accordance with rule 76 of the Council's rules of
procedure.
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tions Conference on International Organization ha1
made a statement concerning the matter of interpre
tation in which it had acknowledged as inevitable that
each organ would interpret such parts of the Charter
as were applicable to its particular functions, that
process being inbprf'nt in the functioning of any body
operating under an instrument defining its functions
and powers. The Conference had conC'luded that it
was therefore not necessary to include in the Charter
a provision authorizing or approving the normal opera
tions of that principle. The representative further
announced that his Government undertook to provide
the building and facilities required by the regional
offices of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies.

C. United Nations export pro!110tiol1
and developluent efforts

266. The Economic Committee considered item 9
(d) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(United Nations export promotion and development
efforts) at its 642nd, 646th and 647th meetings.14

It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
United Nationsexport promotion and development
efforts (E/5254 and Add.l and Add.l/Corr.l) and
a note by the Secretary-General containing an extract
from the report of the Trade and Development Board
on the second part of its twelfth session (E/L.1554).

267, Introducing the item, the representative of
the Secretary-General drew the Committee's attention
to section VI (B) of the report on the meetings of
the Executive Secretaries (E/5370 and Corr.l),
which dealt with the same subject. During the dis
cussion a number of representatives indicated that
their Governments would be requesting increased as
sistance in export promotion and development from
the United Nations organizations and agencies con
cerned. Some representatives felt that in the assistance
given by the regional economic commissions in con
nexion with the forthcoming GATT multilateral trade
negotiations, special attention should be paid to the
export development efforts of the developing coun
tries. It was also felt that in the export promotion
efforts of the developing countries, they should strive
for increasing trade bctween themse~ves instead of
only following the traditional pattern of trade betwecn
developing and developed countries.

268. Several delegations called for the strengthen
ing of the International Trade Centre as the focal
point for technical assistance activities in trade and
export promotion within the United Nations system.
Some representatives, while supporting this important
function of ITC, advocated that ~!3 activities should
not be broadened to indude policy considerations in
the field of export promotion.

269. At the 646th meeting of the Economic Com
mittce, the reprcsentative of Brazil introduced a draft
resolution on United Nations export promotion and
development efforts (E/AC.6/L.518). The sponsors,
in addition to Brazil, were Finland, Malaysia, Nether
lands, Poland and Zaire. Argentina, India, Senegal
and Sweden subsequently joined in sponsoring the draft
resolution.

270. At the same meeting, several representatives
orally proposed amendments to draft resolution El
AC.6/L.518. The Chairman suggested that a revised

14 ElAC.6/SR.642, 646 and 647.
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draft resolution incorporating these proposals be is
sued.

271. At the 647th meeting, the representatives of
Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, India, Indonesia, Kenya,
New Zealand, Poland, Sweden, United States and the
UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre ex
pressed their views regarding the revised draft resolu
tion ElAC.6/L.518/Rev.1. It was agreed that opera
tive paragraph 2 of the revised draft resolution should
be deleted and be incorporated in operative paragraph
1. The new operative paragraph 1 would read as
foHows:

"1. Invites the Trade and Development Board,
taking into account the results of a study made by
the Joint Advisory Group of the UNCTAD/GATT
International Trade Centre, to consider all possible
measures that would permit the UNCTAD/GATT
International Trade Centre to fully discharge its
responsibHities as the focal point for all United
Nations assistance in the field of ,trade promotion."
272. It was further agreed that the new operative

paragraph 2 replacing the operative paragraph 3 of
the revised draft resolution would read:

"3. Further invites other sectoral and regional
organizations within the United Nations system
in the field of trade promotion, such as the regional
economic commissions and UNESOB, UNIDO,
FAO, and the ILO to give their views on the rec
ommendations of the Trade and Development
Board;"
273. At the suggestion of the Chairman, the spon

sors also agreed to incorporate as part B of the revised
draft resolution, three additional operative paragraphs
orally proposed by the representative of Kenya. Part
B of the revised draft resolution as agreed to by the
sponsors, would read:

"1. Invites the Trade and Development Board,
through the Joint Advisory Group of the Interna
tional Trade Centre, to give high priority to de
veloping countries in the Board's programme of ac
tion, especially in the fields of training programmes
in export promotion, market research and market
ing, export costing and pricing, export market de
velopment and product adaptation, export packag-
ing, and quality control; .

"2. Further invites the Trade and Development
Board, through the Joint Advisory Group of the In
ternational Trade Centre, to intensify their pro
gramme of action in the field of integrated projects for
the economic development or developing countries.

"3. Requests the Trade and Development Board
to report progress in tbis field to the Economic and
Social Council at its fifty-seventh session".
274. At the 647th meeting, the representative of

Kenya joined in sponsoring the revised draft reso
lution.

275. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted,
by consensus, the draft resolution as a whole as
amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

276. The Council, at its 1878th meeting,llJ con
sidered the draft reso~ution recommended by the
Economic Committee (E/5407) .10

Hi E/SR.1878.
10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, A nllexes, agenda item 9.

277. The Secretary of the Economic and Social
Council pointed out that in the new operative para
graph 1 the words "a study made" should be re
placed by the words "a study to be made".

278. The Council then adopted resolution 1819
(LV) in which it (1) invited the Trade and De
velopment Board, taking into account the results of
a study to be made by the Joint Advisory GrQup of
the UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre, to
consider all possible measures at both policy and
operational levels that would permit the Centre to
discharge fully its responsibilities as the focal point
for all United Nations assistance in the field of trade
promotion; (2) further invited other sectoral and re
gional organizations within the United Nations system
in the field of trade promotion, such as the regional
economic commissions and the United Nations Econo
mic and Social Office in Beirut, the International
Labour Organisation, the Food and AgricuHure Or
ganization of the United Nations, and the United Na
tions Industrial Development Organization to
give their views on the recommendations of
the Trade and Developmcnt Board; (3) invited
the Trade and Development Board, through the Joint
Advisory Group of the UNCTAD/GATT Interna
tional Trade Centrc, to give high priority to develop
ing countries in the Board's programme of action,
especially with respect to training programmes in ex
port promotion, market research and marketing, ex
port costing and pricing, export market development
and product adaptation, export packaging, and qU21
ity control; (4) further invited the Trade and Dcve10i-'
ment Board, also through the Joint Advisory Group
of the UNCTAD/GATT International Trade Centre,
to intensify its programme of action in the field of
integrated projects for the economic deve'lopment of
developing countries; (5) requested the Trade and
Development Board to report its conclusions and rec
ommendations and the progress made in this connex
ion to the Economic and Social Council at its fifty
seventh session.

D. Study 011 regional sll'uchll'CS

279. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 20 of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth
session (Study on regional structure) at its 467th,
469th, 471st, and 473rd to 476th meetings.17 It had
before it the report of the S1ecretary-General on "Re
gional co-operation: study on regional structures" (El
5127) and chapter VII of the report of the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination on its thirteenth
session.lS

280. During the discussion, a number of represen
tatives stressed the need to strengthen further the role
of the regional economic commissions, particularly
in the review and appraisal of the International De
velopment Strategy. Greater decentralization of eco
nomic and social activities to the regional commissions,
and allocation of more adequate resources to them
were also advocated. Some of the representatives felt
that the commission should also be given a larger

17 ElAC.24/SR.467, 469, 471, 473·476.
IS Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 7 (E/5273).
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role in operational activities. On the other hand,
several representatives felt that the study and recom
mendations were too general anll not sufficiently far
reaching, reflecting the views of too few countries.
It was pointed out that the complexity of the problems
of regional structures, which involved reconciling
the functional decentralization of global organiza
tions and the adoption by regional bodies of the mul
tifunctional approach, would defy easy solutions. More
over each of the various geographical regions would
require a distinct approach which would take account
of its own historical and political background. It was
also stated that the problem of regional structures
was closely linked to the rationalization of the work
of the Council. Several representatives expressed the
view that the study should not be considered as a
final one and should be followed up by a more com
plete report.

281. A number of representatives stressed the im
portance of closer co-operation between the United
Nations Development Programme and the regional
economic commissions. The organization of regional
meetings of the resident representatives of the United
Nations Development Programme at the headquarters
of the regional economic commissions and the pos
sibility of the placement of UNDP liaison officers at
the secretariats of the commmissions were welcomed
as contributing towards that goal. A number of rep
resentatives pointed out that an increase in the execut
ing agency and operational functions of the regional
economic commissions would detract fro111 the role
of the UNDP regional bureau and might lead to
duplicntion of functions, an increase in overhead
costs and the insertion of another layer of administra
tion between the sources of aid and its recipients. Rep
resentatives from Latin America specially drew at
tention to the important role of ECLA as a "think
tank" which had produced philosophies and policies
which ultimately benefited all developing countries.

282. At the 474th meeting, the representative of
Sweden on behalf of his delegation and that of Fin
land introduced a draft resolution (E/AC.24/L.456).
At the same meeting, the representative of the Philip
pines on behalf of his delegation and those of In
donellia and Malaysia introduced a draft resolution
(El AC.24/L.457).

283. At the 475th meeting, in response to proposals
by the representatives of Chile and the Philippines,
the representative of Sweden introduced a revised text
of the draft resolution (E/AC.24/L.456/Rev.l). At
the 476th meeting the sponsors of the draft resolution
accepted further oral amendments proposed during
the discussion. At the same meeting, the Committel~

adopted the revised draft resolution (El AC.24/L.4561
Rcv.l), as orally revised, without a vote.

284. At the 476th meeting, the representative of
the Philippines in response to suggestions made dur
ing the discu"sion introduced a revised text of the
dt:-aft resolution (El AC.24/L.457IRev.!). At the
same meeting the sponsors accepted further amend
ments made during the discussion. An amendment
orally introduced by the representative of Brazil was
adopted at this meeting by 10 votes to 4 with 25
abstcntion~. At the same meeting the revised draft res
olutio'1 (El AC.24/L,457 IRev.1 ), a" amended, was
adopted bv the Committee by 36 votes to none, with
4 abstentions.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

285. At its 1855th plenary meeting,l° the Council
adopted, 011 the recommendation of the Co-ordination
Committee (E/5338),20 by consensus, resolution 1756
(LIV) on regional structures. In this resolution, the
Council (1) took note of the report of the Secretary
General (E/5127); (~) reaffirmed that the regional
economic commissions in their respective regions were
the main general economic and social development
centres within the United Nations system, and called
upon all the organizations and agencies in the system
to work closely with the regional economic commis
sions to achieve the over-all economic and social de
velopment objectives at the regional Jevel; (3) re
quested the Secretary-General, taking into account
the report referred to in operative paragraph 4 and
related recommendations, to present to the Coun
cil at its fifty-eighth session a further report on re
gional stuctures of the United Nations system aimed
at their gradual simplification and adjustment to the
realities, needs and aspirations of each region on the
basis of an in-depth analysis of the regional structures
of the United Nations system, as well as the terms
of reference of the respective regional offices, and re
quested the Secretary-General, in preparing this report
to a'lso take into account: (a) the opinion of the
member countries of the regional economic commis
sions and UNESOB, (b) the conclusions of current
discussions between the United Nations Development
Programme and the regional economic commissions,
(c) the points of view, wherever feasible, as ex
pressed by their respective regional conferences, of
the specialized agencies concerned, whose opinions
would be requested by the Secretary-General; (4) re
quested the Joint Inspection Unit, for its part, to in
clude in its work programme an in-depth study of
th':.. m~tter, induLHng such recommendations as it
mtght deem appropriate to achieve the above-men
tioned purposes.

286. At the same meeting, after oral amendments
proposed by the United Kingdom and the United
States were accepted, the Council by consensus adopt
ed resolution 1757 (LIV) on ~.ntersecretariat meet
ings. In this resolution the Council (I) requested the
Secretary-General, pending the presentation of the
report of the Secretary~General proposed in draft res
olution I, in co-operation with the executive heads
of the organizations and specialized agencies of the
United Nations system, to organize regional intersecre
tariat meetings, whenever necessary, and under the
authority of the intergovernmental bodies of the re
gional economic commissions concerned, to be held
under the chairmanship of the Executive Secretaries
of the regional economic commissions and with the
participation of United Nations organizations con
cerned and all the interested specialized agencies,
with a view to improving, at the regional level, the
co-operation and co-ordination in the implementa
tion of economic and social activities approved by
the respective policy-making or~ans concerned; (2)
further requested the Secretary-General, in consulta
tion with the executive heads of the organizations and
specialized agencies, to include in the report referred
to in paragraph I, a report on the effectiveness of
any intersecretariat meetings which might have been

ill E/SR.l855.
20 OfficiaL Records of the Economic and Social Coullcil~

fifty-fourth Sessioll, Annexes, agenda item 20.



~~~eld as a result of operative paragraph 1 to the Beo-
\, "';~ nomic and Social Council at its fifty-eighth session.
I, •

I 287. There was also a consensus of understanding
i expressed by the CouncH that in implementing reso

lution 1757 (LIV) , the Secretary-General would
follow the procedure mentioned by the representative
of Chile, who stated that the organization of that
kind of co-ordination meeting should not in each case
require a decision by the intergovernmental organiza
tiuns concerned. That would hardly make such co-or
dination possible, since some of the regional economic
commissions, such as ECLA, meet only once every
two years. However, the Executive Secretaries of the
regional economic commissions shouId keep the Gov
ernments regularly informed and the Governments could
at their intergovernmental meetings give guidance to
such intersecretariat meetings.

E. Question of tbe ad:missioll of Bangladesh to
lucllllbersbip in the ECOllOlUic COlumission for
Asia and the Far East

288. The Council had before it a letter from the
President of the Council addressed to the Secretary
General containing a message from the Minister
for Foreign Affairs ,of the People's Republic of Ban
gladesh (E/5280). At the 1851st meeting of the
Council,21 the representative of Mongolia requested
that an item entitled "Question of the Admission of
the People's Republic of Bangladesh to membership
in the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far
Bast" be included in the agenda pursuant to rule
117 of the rules of procedure of the Council. Several

21 E/SR.1851.
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members of the Council supported the proposal but
reservations were also expressed. It was decided that
the item should be placed on the agenda with due
account being taken of the reservations expressed.

289. The Council at its 1852nd meeting22 con
sidered the question of the admission of Bangladesh
to ECAFE and decided to waive rule 56 of the rules
of procedure of the Council and consider the draft
resolution submitted by Mongolia (E/L.1547). Sev
eral representatives who took part in the discussion
were in favour of the draft resolution, while some
delegations expressed their reservations. The draft res
olution was adopted by 21 votes to 1, with 5 absten
tions.

290. In that resolution (1735 (LIV)) the Council,
considering that Bangladesh, which was situated with
in the geographical scope of the Economic Commission
for Asia and the Far East, had expressed its desire
to become a member of that Commission, (1) decided
accordingly to amend paragraphs 2 and 3 of the terms
of reference of the Economic Commission fer Asia
and the Far East and on condition that Bangladesh
agreed to pay each year an equitable contribution,
the total amount of which would be determined pe
riodically by the General Assembly in accordance
with the procedure established by the General As
sembly in similar cases; (2) invited the Secretary
General to enter into consultations and to take the
steps necessary for Bangladesh and the General As
sembly to reach agreement on the contributions which
this State would be required to make .fo the budget
of the United Nations.

22 E/SR.1852.

, I

~!
;!

!II,.
If
f,

f·C

~ 1
, I
, 1
j,1

:'\
il
. j
: I

: \
!.. \

i
l\J
'-~,,I
.~
, ,

I
i
i

, \

I

f'

i,.

;

ri



_"-'-''',.. _-,-.---... ....~_... ' ,--~.........,

Chapter VI

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

l
rri

A. United Nations Dcveloplnent Programlue

291. The Economic Committee considered item
8 (a) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth ses
sion (United Nations Development Programme) at
its 653rd to 657th, 661st, 664th and 667th meetings.1

It had before it the reports of the Governing Council
of the United Nations Development Programme on its
fifteenth2 and sixteenth3 sessions.

292. In introducing the reports of the Governing
Council at the 653rd meeting, the Deputy Administra
tor of UNDP noted that the Administrator had out
lined the main achievements of the Programme and
the issues before it in his statement to the Council
during the general discussion on international economic
and social policy. An interim assessment mad.e ~y the
Council in January 1973 had revealed a sIgmficant
improvement in the quality of the country program
mes submitted for approval and the new procedures
were credited with having helped to strengthen the
authority of those co-ordinating technical co-opera
tion.

293. The Deputy Administrator noted that at its
fifteenth session the Governing Ccmncil had devoted
considerable attention to the special measures to be
taken in favour of the least developed countries. The
Administrator would report in January 1974 on the
implementation of the decision to allocate an addi
tiona'l $35 million to those countries during the cur
rent programme period. Another importan.t decision
was the authorization given in June to th,e Adminis
trator to use $5 million for additional aid to the
drought-stricken countries in the Sudano-Sahelian re
gion.

294. Those measures had been taken at a time
when the financial situation of the Programme caused
concern. While annual increases of 9.6 per cent in
contributions during the whole period would have
been required to implement the 1972-1976 programme,
the current rate of increase was only 8 per cent.
This could lead to an estimated $80 mimon deficit
by the end of 1976. The Deputy Administr.ator drew
attention to the appeal made by the Govermng Coun
cil to all Governments, and in particular to those
donor countries whose contributions had lagged be
hind to increase their contributions by at least the
mini~um level required for the full implementation
of the programme and to respond favourably to the
General Assembly's request to increase their contri
butions by at least 15 per cent.

1 ElAC.6/SR.653-657, 661, 664, 667.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/5256 and Carr.t).
3 Ibid., Supplement 2A (E/5365).
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295. The Deputy Administrator reported that much
progress had been made in the study of the criteria
to be followed in the calculation of indicative plan
ning figures for the period 1977-1981 and he felt
that the decision taken by the Governing Council at
its sixteenth session provided the guidance needed to
prepare the illustrative calculations, which should in
turn help the Council to take a decision in January
1974 on that difficult matter.

296. Among the other questions to which the
Deputy Administrator drew the Committee's atten
tion, was the consideration by the Governing Council
of the draft omnibus statute for UNDP. Progress had
been slower than expected on the consolidation of the
UNDP legislation and the Governing Council would
hayo~ to revert to that matter in January 1974.

/ • 1 he quality of the assistance provided was
~. . o{ 4':.:rticu1ar concern to the Administrator and
su... : )rogress was being made. There was a
neeu, ""~;le Administrator had pointed out, for a
renewed commitment to the furthering of the Pro
gramme's objectives on the part of donor and reci
pient Governments as well as of the organizations that
had so much contributed to the success of UNDP.

298. In the course of the discussion, satisfaction
was expressed at the way in which the implementa
tion of the new country programming procedures
was progressing and several representatives looked
forward to the assessment of the first programming
exercise. It was generally felt that the new procedures
had been conducive to improvement in the linkage
between UNDP activities and the national plans and
priorities of Governments and had facilitated proper
co-ordination of assistance at the country Jevel. The
sovereign right of recipient countries to decide on
priorities and the form of assistance was stressed
by some representatives and the view was expressed
that as co-ordination was the country's own respon
sibility, UNDP resident representatives must assist
Governments only at their request.

299. Concern was expressed at the fact that, be
cause of current inflationary trends, the volume of as
sistance actually rendered was probably smaller than
in the past. Certain shortcomings in programme de
livery were mentioned, especiaNy as regards the tim
ing and the level of expertise, and emphasis was placed
on the forthcoming report of the Administrator on the
measures taken to strengthen the delivery capacity of
the executing agencies.

300. Several representatives considered that sub
contracts should be awarded on a broader geographical
basis. The view was expressed that traditional rela
tionship patterns between donors and recipient coun
tries should not be maintained and that developing
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B. United Nations Capital Development Fund

310. The Economic Committee considered item 8
(b) of the agcnda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(United Nations Capital Development Fund) at its
653rd to 657th, 661st, 664th and 667th mcetings.1 The
Committee had before it chapter VIII of the report of
the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme on its fifteenth scssion,2 which related
to the work of the Fund.

311. The Deputy Administrator of UNDP stated
that the financial position of the Fund had remained
poor and that contributions had diminished; in that
connexiol1, he observed, the recent announcement by
the Netherlands of a contribution for 1974 was most
important.

312. In the ensuing debate, representatives of sev
eral developing countries urged greater support for the
Fund. One representative said the Fund sounded uto-

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

308. The Council, at its 1878th meeting,u on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (El
5412) ,0 adopted the decision in which it took note
of the reports of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Dcvelopment Programme on its fifteenth2 and
sixteenth3 sessions.

309. At the same meeting, the Council, also on
the recommendation of the Economic Committee (El
5412), having considered the recommendation of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme concerning the participation in the Inter
Agency Consultative Board of the Programme of the
Executive Director of the United Nations Environ
ment Programme, decided to recommend to the Gen
eral Assembly the adoption of the fonowing draft
resolution:

ttThe General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Develooment Pro
gramme and the recommendation of the Economic
and Social Council concerning the participation in
the Inter-Agency Consultative Board of the Exe
cutive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme,

uBelieving that the participation of the Executive
Dircctor in the Inter-Agency Consultative Board
would benefit both the United Nations Environment
Programme and the United Nations Development
Programme,

uDecides that the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme shall be
invited to participate, as appropriate in the meet
ings of the Inter-Agency COt;lsultative Board".

4 Ibid., para. 297.
{j E/SR.1878.
GOfficial Records of the Economic and Social COU1lci!,

Fifty·fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 8.

307. The Committee also recommended for adop
tion the text of the draft resolution proposed by th~

Governing CouncH of UNDP regarding the partici
pation of the Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Programme in the Inter-Agency 0:>11
sultative Board of UNDP.4
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countries should be given the possibility of sharing
their experience with others in programme implemen
tation. Another viewpoint placed the emphasis on the
freedom of the recipient Government to decide on the
type and form of aid it wished to obtain. including
subcontract equipment and supply.

301. As regards the Governing Council's consider
ation of criteria for indicative planning figures, nearly
every representative expressed satisfaction with the
progress made in the examination of that delicate and
complex r,uestion. It was felt that the Council was
well on its wa.y towards an equitable distribution of
resources among recipient Governments for the sec
ond development cycle and, in that connexion, several
representatives pointed out that under the current
proposal no country's indicative planning figure would
be lower than for the first cyole. Some members, how
ever, stated that the Council should have given greater
importance to such criteria as the Government's de
velcpment efforts and the absorptive capacity of the
country. General support was expressed for the desir
ability of increasing the resources being applied to
global and regional activities.

302. In commenting on the preparation of an om
nibus statute for UNDP, some representatives felt that
additional provisions should be inoluded in the legis
lation, and in the criteria for indicative planning fi
gun~s, regarding eligibility for assistance. Attention
was also drawn to the need for renewed efforts to
implement General Assembly resolutions on the grant..
ing of independence to colonial countries and peoples
and in particular on assistance to liberation movements
and to people in liberated areas.

303. Serious concern was ,expressed regarding the
financial situation of the Programme and, particularly,
its cash situation, and most representatives appealed
for increased financial efforts which would allow for
the full implementation of the current Programme as
weH as for a steady increase in the activities during
the 1977-1981 United Nations development cycle.
Several representatives looked forward to the pos
sibility of a number of recipient Governments becom
ing net contributors by the end of that cycle. Some
representatives, stressing the voluntary character of
the contributions, felt that attention should first be
given to their better utilization in terms of experts,
training facilities and equipment and to the possibility
of effecting cuts in present agency overhead costs and
the UNDP administrative budget. A number of rep
resentatives referred to the measures taken by the
Administrator to restructure UNDP in line with the
consensus of 1970.

304. At the 654th meeting, the representative of
the Netherlands introduced a draft resolution (El
AC.6/L.531) concerning UNDP.

305. At the 664th meeting, the representative of
the Netherlands introduced a revised draft resolution
(El AC.6/L.531 IRev.1 ), which Canada and India
had joined in sponsoring. Amendments to the draft
having been orally proposed, the sponsors decided to
reconsider their draft resolution.

306. At the 667th meeting, the representative of
the Netherlands on behalf of the sponsors withdrew
the draft resolution. Thereupon the Committee agreed
to a proposal by its Chairman to recommend that
the Economic and Social Council take note of the
reports of the Governing Council on its fifteenth and
sixteenth sessions and of the comments made thereon.



-

i

1

J

pian before its establishment and .that it appeared at
present abortive, but that, with the new pledge by the
Netherlands, it would soon become a reality. Another
representative, expressing regret that the Fund had
received support from only a few developed countries,
urged developing countries to give it as much support
as they could, since that would enable them to help
each other on a multilateral basis. In general, represen
tatives endorsed the re-orientation of the Fund towards
assistance for small-scale pilot projects, mainly for
the least developed among the developing countries.

C. Technical co-operation activities undertaken
by the Secretary-General

313. The Economic Committee considered item
8 (c) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the
Secretary-General) at its 653rd to 657th, 661st, 664th
and 667th meetings.! The Committee had before it
chapter VII of the report of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Development Programme on its six
teenth session.3

314. At the 653rd meeting, the Commissioner for
Technical Co-operation, in his opening statement,
drew attention to several recent devdopments in the
field, particularly the re-organization of the Office of
Technical Co-operation (OTC) to improve its opera
tional capacity by reducing delays in recruitment,
delivery of equipment and contractual services. Not
ing that in the past the geographical distribution of
experts on the programme had been criticized, he
said it was gratifying that more and more countries
had established national recruiting offices, thus en
abling OTC to broaden its field of recruitment. There
had been an increase in the recruitment from some
developing countries, but the situation was still far
from satisfactory.

315. The Commissioner stated that, since 1972,
a major portion of the United Nations regular pro
gramme of technical assistance had been allocated
to meet the cdtical needs of the least developed coun
tries, and concentration on such countries had made
it possible to undertake innovative and catalytic pro
jects in the hope of finding solutions to seemingly
intractable problems. Resources frem the regular pro
gramme would also be made available as a modest
contribution to emergency projects, such as assistance
to the six drought-stricken Sudano-Sahelian countries,
and a number of experts had been provided to assist
in the planning operations being undertaken by the
Government of Zambia.

316. In the general discussion, representatives
agreed that United Nations technical assistance should
be studied in depth. They generally conceded the im
portance of the programme and urged that its capacity
be strengthened. One representative, in that connexion,
stated that, while the money available to the pro
gramme between 1971 and 1972 had increased bv $2
million, the level of its activities had diminished; in
his view, that trend should be reversed. Certain rep
resentatives referred to the question of the award of
contracts, the purchase of equipment and the re
cruitment of experts; in reply, the Commissioner for
Technical Co-operation said that careful attention
would be paid to those and other matters raised in
the discussion.

48

D. United Nations Children's j,i'und

317. The Economic Committee in the course of
its consideration of item 8 (Operational activities for
development) of the agenda for the Council's fifty
fifth session, gave attention to the work of the United
Nations Children's Fund at its 654th to 657th and
661st meetings.7 It had before it the report of the
Executive Board of UNICEF on its 1973 session held
from 30 Apri:1 to 11 May 1973.8

318. Introducing the report, the Chairman of the
Executive Board referred to the main lines of action
taken to integrate UNICEF aid as much as possible
into llational development programmes; the new pro
gramme trends designed to improve the quality and
coverage of services for children ,the programme as
sessments which the Board had undertaken in the last
two years and was planning for 1974 and 1975;
UNICEF's contribution to the review and appraisal
exercise for the Second United Nations Development
Decade; the assistance provided for emergencies and
reconstruction; the commitments approved by the
Board and the financial situation of the Fund. He
called attention to the Board's request that the Eco
nomic and Social Council recommend to the General
Assembly at its twenty-eighth session that it convene
a special pledging conference for UNICEF at an ap
propriate date in 1974 for contributions to be made
in 1975 in order for UNICEF to reach its target of
$100 miHion.

319. During the debate j1\ the Committee there
was general approval of the broad policies guiding
UNICEF's activities. The work of UNICEF served
to heighten concern for social welfare generally and
further a unified approach to development. The deci
sionsof the Board for specific steps designed to im
prove the quality of UNICEF's participation in coun
try programming were welcomed. Members of the
Committee also welcomed the innovations in systems
of providing services, with emphasis on involvement
of younger age groups and of women.

320. A number of delegations pointed out that,
despite limited resources, the work of UNICEF was
effective and had significant catalytic effects. One
representative emphasized the need for greater progress
to be made in providing maternal and child health
services. In that connexion it was pointed out by the
Chairman that a study was being prepared by WHO
for consideration by the Executive Board in 1975 on
alternative approaches to minimal health services. The
interim study reviewed by the Board on non-formal
education for rural children and adolescents was noted
with appreciation, as was the action of the Board to
follow pp on some of its recommendations. One rep
resentative felt that in the field of education UNICEF
should concentrate on out-of-school programmes. An
other representative noted with satisfaction the meas
ures being taken by UNICEF to increase efforts in
child nutrition.

321. Some representatives expressed the view that
more UNICEF projects should- be concerned with
solving the basic problems in individual countries re
lated to the protection of children and their prepara
tion for life and greater attention should be given to
the planning and implementation of projects. It was

7 ElAC.6/SR.654-657, 661.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 7 (E/5317).
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

333. At its 1878th meeting,u the Council, on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee
(E/5412),G adopted by consensus resolution 1821
(LV) in which it (1) endorsed the policies of the
United Nations Children's Fund and cor.Jmended its
work as an important factor in furthering economic
and social development; (2) expre"ised its apprecia
tion to Governments and other donors for their sus
tained support of the Fund over lhe past twenty-seven
years; (3) urged Governments and other donors to
make every effort to increase their contributions to
the Fund for 1974; (4) requested the General As
sembly to consider holding in 1974 during its twenty
ninth session a special pledging conference for volun
tary contributions to be made, with a view to helping
to reach the target figure of $100 million in 1975.

E. Wodd Food PrograInme

334. The Economic Committee considered item 8
(g) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(World Food Programme) at its 653rd to 657th,
661st, 664th and 667th meetings.9 The Committee had
before it the eleventh annual report of the United Na
tions/FAO Intergovernmental Committee of the World
Food Programme (E/5318), and a progress report
submitted by the United Nations/FAO Intergovern
mental Committee of the Wodd Food Programme
on the implementation of the recommendations con
tained in its 1970 report entitled "Food aid and re
Jated issues during the Second United Nations Devel
opment Decade" (E/5318/Add.l).

335. The Executive Director of the World Food
Programme, in his introductory statement, said that,
despite the fact that the hunger, malnutrition, poverty
and unemployment which the Programme was set up

9 ElAC.6/SR.653-657, 661, 664, 667.

slavia, introduced a draft resolution (E/AC.6/530).
Algeria joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

329. At the same meeting the representative of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed that
in operative paragraph 1 the phrase "as well as the
improvement of the human environment" be deleted,
and that the following phrase from operative para
graph 4 reading "with a view to help reach the target
figure of $100 million in 1975" be inserted at the end
of operative paragraph 3, and that operative para
graph 4 be deleted.

330. The representative of the Philippines, also
on behalf of a number of sponsors of the draft re
solution, orally proposed that operative paragraph 4
be amended to read as follows: "Request the General
Assembly to consider the holding of a special pledging
conference in 1974 during its twenty-ninth session for
voluntary contributions to be made with a view to help
reach the target of $100 million in 1975".

331. The amendment proposed by the representa
tive of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics with
respect to operative paragraph 1 and the amendment
proposed by the representative of the Philippines with
respect to operative paragraph 4 were generally sup
ported by the members of the Committee.

332. At the same meeting the draft resolution as
a whole, as orally revised (E/AC.6/L.530), was
adopted by the Committee without a vote.

also suggested that UNICEF should make greater ef
forts to recruit qualified women on its staff.

322. One representative expressed concern at the
rise of UNICEF overhead costs. The Chairman of the
Board pointed out that in proportion to total expen
diture, both programme support cost and administrative
expenses had remained constant in recent years. The
rise in the number of posts was far less than the rise
in expenditures resulting from the expansion of the
work of UNICEF. The Board did not view overhead
costs as including programme support services since
these formed an integral part of UNICEF's aid for
project preparation and implementation, Administra
tive costs in 1973 would be less than 7 per cent of
tota'l expenditure-one of the lowest ratios in the
United Nations system. With regard to the possibility
of UNICEF emergency aid for children in all parts
of the Indochina p~ninsula, one reprcsentative stated
that his Governmcnt would consider a special contri
bution; another representative expressed the hope that
the assistance would be given as quickly as possible
and that the international institutions like the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross would be used.

323. Several delegations stressed the need for
UNICEF to do more to assist mothers and children
from liberation movements and refugees in certain
countries in Africa. The Chairman pointed out that
the Executive Director was currently exploring ways
of increasing that aid and would report to the Board
at its next session on action taken.

324. Appreciation was expressed for the work of
UNICEF national committees in bringing about a great
er understanding of the needs of children in developing
countries and the work of UNICEF, in fund-raising,
as well as for the increasing co-operation of non-gov
ernmental organizations with UNICEF. Concern was
expressed over the slow growth of regular govern
mental contributions. Price increases and exchange
rate changes had served to diminish the value of con
tributions. The prospect for reaching the $100 million
goal in 1975 was uncertain and there was clearly a
need for intensified efforts lO reach the target.

325. One representative, referring to the fact that
two Governments now provided practically haU the
total amount of regular contributions, pointed out that
it might not prove beneficial in the long run for an
organization to have such an uneven distribution of
contributions.

326. Many representatives supported the proposal
of the Executive Board that the General Assembly
be requested to convene a special pledging conference
in 1974. One representative pointed out that the
present relationship of UNICEF with Governments
and other donors had a voluntary quality and a flexi
bility that made UNICEF unique in the United Na
tions system. This asset might be diminished by a
pledging conference, the effect of which could be
counter-productive to the results that everyone desired.

327. The Chairman of the Board pointed out that
it was intended to be a means for supplementing rather
than superseding the present practice of direct con
tact with Governments and other donors; such a con
ference would have the additional value of enabling
UNICEF to plan ahead with a more assured estimate
of income.

328. At the same meeting the representative, of
the Philippines, also on behalf of Barbados, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Mali, New Zealand, Niger and Yugo-
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pledging target for the World Food ;:O=~~-fo-r--r-
the period 1975/76, as contained in annex IV of that !.'
report; (c) took note of the document entitled "Prog-
ress report on the implementation of the recommen
dations contained in the WFPIICC report on food aid
and related issues during the Second United Nations
Development Decade" (E/5318/Add.l); (d) decided
to transmit the progress report to the General As-
sembJy at its twenty-eighth session.

1,
I'!(

i'i

to combat still persisted, the positive results achieved
by the Programme in its decade of existence had
been recognized by its governing Committee. He ex
pressed hope that the anniversary of the Programme
would be suitably marked by the General Assembly
at its twenty-eighth session. He noted that pledges made
to the Programme for 1973/1974 had increased from
$266 million pledged on 31 January 1972 to $297.5
million, which, although some $40 million less than
the target of $340 mlllion recommended by the Coun
cil and approved by the General Assembly, was in
fact the highest sum pledged since the inception of
the Programme. He reviewed the various activities of
the Programme, including the part it took in the emer
gency programme of assistance to the countries of
the Sudano-Sahelian region, its continued assistance
to Bangladesh and its special assistance to the least
developed among the developing countries. He stated
also that, in accordance with Security Council resolu
tion 329 (1973), investigations were under way into
means whereby the Programme could assist Zambia
in its present difficulties, and that, in close collabo
ration with the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, great efforts had been made under the
Programme to help the Government of the Sudan
with its refugee question.

336. In the debate that ensued, there was general
agreement that, after ten years of operation, WFP no
longed needed to prove its value; what was required,
it was felt, was extra effort to achieve its targets of
growth. In that connexion, support was expressed
for the target of $440 miHion for voluntary contri
bution for 1975/76, and one representative expressed
hope that the Intergovernmental Committee would sub
mit a firm recommendation to that effect to the Gen
eral Assembly. In view of the precarious nature of
the world food situation, some representatives felt
that the work of the Programme was becoming in
creasingly important; an emergency supply of food
was closely related to the concept of a food reserve
or world food security, which one representative
thought would short'ly become one of the most im
portant issues before the United Nations. The general
view was that WFP should concentrate even more
on the least developed and other low-income coun
tries, and that, in view of the limited resources of
those countries, WFP should be given increased capa
city to finance the local cost of its operations.

337. At the 667th meeting, on a proposal by the
Chairman, the Committee adopted without objection
a draft decision on the World Food Programme.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

338. The Council at its 1878th meeting,S
on the recommendation of the Economic Committee
(E/5412),G (a) took note of the eJeventh annual
report of the United Nations/FAO Intergovernmental
Committee of the World Food Programme, submitted
by the Committee to the Economic and Social Council
and to the Council of the Food and Agriculture Or
ganization of the United Nations (E/5318); (b) de
cided to refer to its resumed fifty-fifth session the
question of the adoption of a draft resolution on the

F. United Nations Volunteers prograUllUC

339. The Economic Committee considered item 8
(d) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(United Nations Volunteers programme) at its 653rd
to 657th, 661st, 664th and 667th meetings.9 The Com
mittee had before it the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral and the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme on the United Nations Volun
teers programme (E/5342).

340. The Co-ordinator of the United Nations Vol
unteers, in his introductory statement, told the Com
mittee that the programme, more complex than had
at first been imagined, had faced certain difficulties
in its initial stages, but that a great deal had been
achieved since its inception two and a half years be
fore. Thus far, 40 developing countries had formally
requested the services of 384 voJunteers, and 169
had actually been placed in 22 countries. Experience
had shown the differences in aims, needs and out
look between conventional volunteers services and the
United Nations Volunteers programme, and at previous
sessions of the General Assembly and the Council, the
view had been expressed that the programme must have
a clear identity if it was to winche confidence of youth
all over the world. It was important that the United
Nations Volunteers programme should be in a position
to project its own independent image, and active sup
port of Member States was therefore of special sig
nificance.

341. During the discussion, representatives ex
pressed their support of the programme and their ap
preciation of the progress already achieved. They wel
comed the planned extension of the programme dur
ing the forthcoming years, as outlined in the report of
the Secretary-General and the Administrator of
UNDP (E/5342).

342. One representative noted that his country
was from its own experience particularly well equip
ped to appreciate the complexity of the programme.
He stated that, although somewhat disappointed by
the slow growth of the programme, his delegation was
not unduly alarmed at the limited progress made.

343. There was general approval of the concept
of a broad geographical basis for the volunteers, and
certain representatives emphasized the need for greater
recruitment from developing countries. Others stated
that it was important to maintain the existing relation
ship beween the United Nations Volunteers and the
International Secretariat for Volunteers Services, and
one representative noted that the Services had thus
far supplied 83 per cent of the volunteers in the United
Nations Volunteers programme.
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350. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft decision as orally amended, without ob
jection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

351. At the 1858th meeting of the Council,2 the
President proposed the addition of the words "see
ElAC.6/SR.630 and 632" after the last word of the
text.

352. At the same meeting the Council adopted
without objection the draft decision recommended by
the Economic Committee,3 as orally amended. Ac
cording to that decision it took note of the progress
report of the Secretary-General (E/5334 and Corr.l)
regarding the appointment of the Study Group on the
impact of multinational corporations on the develop
ment process and on international relations, and other
arrangements for the implementation of Council reso
lution 1721 (LIII), and of the comments made there
on in the Economic Committee (see ElAC.6/SR.630
and 632).

353. At the fifty-fifth session, the Economic Com
mittee considered item 14 of the agenda (The impact
of multinational corporations on the development
process and on international re,lations) at its 651st
and 652nd meetings.4 In connexion with that subject,
the Committee had before it the report of the Sec
retary-General (E/53371- and Corr.1); a further progress
report of the Secretary-General (E/5381); a statement
submitted by thc Federation for the Respect of Man
and Humanity (E/NGO/2); a statement submitted by
the World Federation of Trade Unions (E/NGO/3);
and a statement submitted by the World Confederation
of Labour (E/NGO/6). In the progrcss report it was
noted that two more appointments had been made to
the Study Group which would carry out a study on the
subject of multinational corporations and that the pro
cess of appointing the Group had thus been completed.

354. In the course of the discussion, representa
tives remarked on the composition of the Group, in
particular on its balance, and cmphasized the impor
tance of supplying the Group with comprehensive doc
umentation which should inform hut not influence the
experts.

355. At the 651st meeting, the Chairman pro
posed a draft decision, which he amended, follow
ing a suggestioll by the representative of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, by adding the words
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Chapt(~r VII

IMPACT OF MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS ON THE DEVELOPMENT
PROCESS AND ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

344. The Economic Committee considered item 8
of the agenda for the fifty-fourth session, of the Coun
cil (The impact of multinational corporations on the
development process and on international relations)
at its 630th and 632nd meetings.! It had before it
a progress report by the Secretary-General (E/5334)
and a statement by the International Council on Social
Welfare (E/C.2/763).

345. The progress report contained the names of
18 of the 20 persons who were to form the Study
Group called for in Council resolution 1721 (LIII)
and described the background studies and organiza
tional arrangements being undertaken for the imple
mentation of the resolution.

346. In the ensuing discussion there was general
agreement that the issue, which the United Nations
was studying for the first time, was one of great im
portance. The pervasive influence of multinational
corporations on international relations, the monetary
system and the development process, particularly in
the developing countries, was emphasized by many
delegations. It was also stated that there was an ur
gent need to study the effects of multinational cor
porate operations with a view to establishing a frame
work for international action and possible international
control.

347. A number of delegations felt that the geogra
phical basis on which the Study Group had been
formed was not broad enough, and that the devel
oping and centrally planned economies were inade
quately represented. Other delegations expressed satis
faction with the arrangements made and with the
membership of the Group. It was also observed that,
given its fundamental importance, the item would prob
ably form part of the Council's agenda for many years.

348. At the 632nd meeting the Chairman proposed
the following draft decision for adoption by the Com
mittee:

"The Economic Committee recommends that the
Economic and Social Council take note of the pro
gress report of the Secretary-General (E/5334)
regarding the appointment of the Group on the
impact of multinational corporations on the devel
opment process and on international relations, and
other arrangements for the implementation of re
solution 1721 (LIII)."
349. The representative of Poland proposed that

the words "and of comments made thereon in the
Economic Committee" be added to the end of the
draft decision.
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"which would be brought to the attention of the
Group".

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

356. At its 1877th meeting,1i the Council, on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (E/5392
and Corr,l) (j adopted a draft decision in which it (a)

5 E/SR.1877.
6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 14.

took note of the progress report of ~he Secretary
General (E/5381), regarding appointments of emi
nent persons to membership of the Study Group on
the impact of multinational corporations on the de
velopment process and on international relations and
regarding other arrangements for the implementation
of Council resolution 1721 (LIII) of 28 July 1972;
(b) decided that the comments made thereon at the
Council's fifty-fifth session should be brought to the
attention of the study group.
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be a valuable endorsement by the Council of the ac
tion taken by the Security Council.

362. At its 633rd meeting, the Under Secretary
General and Co-ordinator of United Nations Assist
ance for Zambia reported on the implementation of
Security Council resolution 329 (1973). He point
ed out that external assistance to Zambia would be
essential during th0 next three years in order to
preserve and consoJidate the country's national secur
ity. That assistance, however, would be confined to
necessities designed to supplement the national effort.
The Government of Zambia and the United Nations
would carry out a joint review of the situation at
the end of June or early in July 1973. Following
the review the Secretary-General would report to the
Council at its fifty-fifth session.

363. At the same meeting, Senegal joined in spon
soring the draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.498/Rev.1),
which was subsequently adopted unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

364. At it 1858th meeting,2 the Council adopted by
consensus, on the recommendation of the Economic
Committee (E/5350),3 resolution 1766 (LIV) by
which it (1) commended the Government of Zambia
for its decision to sever all remaining economic and
trade relations with southern Rhodesia, in compHance
with the decisions of the Security Council; (2) took
note of the report of the Secretary-General on the im
plementation of Security Council resolution 329 (1973)
concerning the question of economic assistance to Zam
bia; (3) further took note of the urgent economic needs
of Zambia as indicated in the report of the Special
Mission of the Security Council including annex I
thereto (S/10896/Rev.1). as well as in the report of
the Secretary-General; (4) requested the Secretary
General to mobilize with immediate effect all forms of
financial, technical and material assistance to Zambia to
enable it to carry out its policy of economic indepen
dence from the racist regime of Southern Rhodesia and
so that it might overcome the present economic difficul
ties, maintain the normal flow of traffic and enhance
Zambia's capacity to implement fully the mandatory
sanctions policy; (5) requested all specialized agencies
and organizations in the United Nations system, par
ticularly the United Nations Development Programme,
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel
opment, the International Labour Organisation, the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization,
the Food and Agricultural Organization, tbe Interna-
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IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 329 (1973) CONCERNING
THE QUESTION OF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO ZAMBIA

357. The Economic Committee considered item 28
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Implementation of Security Council resolution 329
(1973) concerning the question of economic assist
ance to Zambia) at its 625th and 633rd meetings.1

It had before it a report of the Secretary-General
(E/5299) on the most recent developments concern
ing the implementation of Security Council resolution
329 (1973).

358. During the discussion, representatives informed
the Council about the technical assistance in kind and/
or financial arrangements worked out between their
respective Governments and Zambia, designed to over
come the Ilatter's serious transportation problems.
Some representatives expressed regret that certain
Member States were still continuing to contravene the
sanctions against the racist regime in Southern Rho
desia called for by the Security Council, by trading
with Southern Rhodesia, South Africa and Portugal
which, according to those representatives, actively
supported the regime in Southern Rhodesia.

359. The observer from Zambia was invited by
the Chairman to address the Economic Committee, in
accordance with rule 76 of the rules of procedure
of the Council. In his statement, he emphasized that
the grave economic situation in Zambia was, in es
sence, a political problem. He asserted that the exist
ing conditions in Zambia were related to the geo
political problems of southern Africa-problems
which were both economic and political in character.

360. At the 625th meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf of his delegation and those of Al
geria, Argentina, Austria, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil,
Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt, Finland,
Ghana, Guinea, Haiti, India, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Mali, Niger, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Sweden, Tunisia, Uganda, Yemen, Yugoslavia and
Zaire, introduced a draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.498/
Rev. 1) and announced that Denmark, Indonesia, New
Zealand, Peru, Senegal, Trinidad and Tobago had
joined in sponsoring tbe draft resolution.

361. It was stated in the discussion that the draft
resolution should not be interpreted to mean that the
United Nations system should bear the burden of ex
penditures resulting from the actions of Southern Rho
desia or that additional financial implications for the
United Nations regular budget should be involved in
the adoption of the draft resolution. Most of the rep
resentatives thought that the substance of the draft
resolution was realistic and practical in its approach;
and therefore that its timely implementation would

L..........__------------~.



tional Civil Aviation Organization, the Universal Postal
Union, the "Vorld Meteorological Organization, the
World Health Organization, the International Telecom
munication Union, and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to support the ef
forts of the Secretary-General; (6) appealed to all States
to support the efforts of the Secret~ry-General by pro
viding with immediate effect technical, financial and ma
terial assistance; (7) further requested the Secretary
General to report to the Council at its fifty-fifth session
on the progress made in implementing the present reso
lution; (8) decided to consider periodically the ques
tion of economic assistance to Zambia as envisaged in
Security Council resolution 329 (1973).

365. In accordance with its resolution 1766 (LIV)
(see paragraph 364 above), the Council considered the
question of economic assistance to Zambia at its fifty
fifth session (item 21 of the agenda: Economic assist
ance to Zambia). The Council referred the item to the
Co-ordination Committee, which considered it at its
489th an~ 491st meetings:! The Under-Secretary
General and Co-ordinator of United Nations Assistance
for Zambia informed the Committee that a joint review
had been made at Lusaka early in July of the estimated
costs of cl08ing the border in 1973 and the forecast for
1974. He reviewed the various ways in which the
United Nations system could best co-operate with Zam
bia but pointed out that the Secretary-General's ability
to assist in this field was limited owing to lack of finan-·
cial resources. He expressed the hope that Membtjr
States would also increase their assistance to those of
the neighbouring countries which had incurred addition
al costs as a result of the rerouting of 50 to 60 per cent
of Zambia's foreign trade.

366. The Special Representative of the President of
Zambia described the situation in his country and
emphasized that the closure of the border had not been
at the initiative of Zambia. Most of the assistance had
been provided bilaterally: the programme loan of the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(IBRD) and the stand-by arrangements with the Inter
national Monetary Fund (IMF) had becn under nego
tiation before the emergency arose. Now that the full
extent of the needs had been made known, he ex
pressed the ho.:?e of the Government that the world
community would respond.

367. During the discussion, most representatives re
iterated their support for Zambia and expressed the

4 ElAC.24/SR,489, 491.
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view that it would be unjust to expect Zambia to bear
the cost of applying the United Nations sanctions policy
alone. Several representatives emphasized the i::nport
ance of the political aspects of the problem, as well as
the economic and financial considerations.

368. Appreciation was expressed for the Secretary
General's efforts to organize assistance for Zambia in
compliance with Security Coundl resolution 329
(1973), and for the assistance provided bilaterally.
Several rcpresentatives described the assistance they
were already providing to Zambia in the present
cmergency and one representative stated that subject to
parliamentary approval, his Government would provide
financial assistance to Zambia in 1974. It was agreed
that the problem was essentially a long-term one and
should be kept under continuous review both by the
Council and the Secretary-General.

369. At the 491st meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf also of Algeria, Finland, India, Mada
gascar, Pakistan, Romania, Senegal, Trinidad and To
bago, Uganda, Yugoslavia and Zaire introduced a draft
resolution (El AC.24/L.463). At the same meeting
Chile, Egypt, Ghana and Sri Lanka joined in sponsoring
the draft resolution, which was adopted unanimously
by the Committee.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

370. At its 1873rd meeting5 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee (El
5380)U unanimously adopted resolution 1798 (LV),
in which it (1) endorsed the appeal made to the world
community in the statement of the Secretary-General
for further assistance to Zambia, and his specific propo
sals designed to achieve that objective; (2) caned upon
all Member States to make the required additiona~ con
tributions, either bilaterally or multilaterally, as soon
as possible; (3) requested the Secretary-General to
keep the situation under constant review, and to main
tain the tenzpo of his efforts to achieve the maximum
response from all Member States and from all com
ponents of the United Nations system; and (4) further
requested the Secretary-General to arrange regular con
sultative meetings with representatives of Governments
of all interested !vlember States and specialized agen
cies of the United Nations system, and to report regu
larly to the Economic and Social Council.

5 E/SR,1873.
6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth 'Session, Annexes, agenda item 21.
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Chapter IX

PROSPECTS FOR FOOD DEFICITS AND FOOD AID NEEDS

371. The Economic Committee considered item 10
of the Council's agenda for its fifty-fourth session
(Appraisal of prospective food deficits and food aid
needs) at its 622nd, 623rd and 627th meetings.1

372. The Committee had before it a report of the
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organi
zation of the United Nations (FAO) entitled "Inter
national food aid: procedures for assessing requirements
and assuring availability of supplies" (E/5050 and
Corr.1 and Add.l).

373. In an introductory statement, the representa
tive of FAO drew attention to the long-term com
modity projections, perspective studies and national
food consumption surveys undertaken by FAO for
the purpose of appraising food deficits and food aid
requirements, as well as certain perspective studies
currently being made and preparations for a new world
food survey.

374. The question of assessing prospective food aid
needs was, he stated, a complex one. The report of the
Director-General of FAO had drawn attention to the
new international procedures developed in 1970 by FAO
member States for establishing usual market require
ments, an..· food aid needs could also be assessed on a
project-by-project basis, the method used by the World
Food Programme (WFP).

375. In order to cope with foreseeable food short·
ages, such as those caused by crop failure, FAO had
established a system that provided advance warning of
scarcities through a continuous review of crop prospects
in over 60 developing countries. In a number of cases
the early warning system had made it possible to mini
mize delays in providing relief and had allowed more
time assessing requirements.

376. With regard to ways of ensuring that adequate
food supplies were available for urgent situations, the
report stated that, in the case of widespread crop fail
ures in densely populated areas, requirements might be
so large as to strain the food supplies of the world as
a whole. Although some surplus stocks had been avail
able in 1971, there was no ground for complacency
and Governments must take the necessary steps to en
sure that their cereal stocks were not reduced to levels
that might be dangerous if a major food emergency
occurred. In 1973 wheat stocks in exporting countries
had fallen to their lowest level in 20 years, and stocks
of other cereals and rice had also been depleted.

377. In order to cope with that problem, a specific
proposal was to be placed before the FAO Council at
its sixtieth session whereby, with the co-operation of
Governments, all countries, whether developed or de-

1 ElAC.6/SR.622, 623, 627.
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veloping, exporters or importers, would participate in
the formulation of a new concept of a minimum level
of world food security, acknowledging a common
responsibility and agreeing to consult together regularly
on the adequacy of current and future national stock
levels in relation to the minimum world security con
cept. Specia,l reports and analyses would be prepared
by FAO to facilitate those consultations. Lastly, an in
ternational programme could be drawn up to assist
vulnerable developing countries desiring to maintain
minimum national food stocks.

378. A number of representatives agreed to the
necessity of giving practical effect to the concept of
minimum world food security, the most notable feature
of which, in their view, was that it w~>uld require all
countries to concert their national food stock policies
so as to provide a minimum level of global security
with regard to food shortages and food aid require
ments.

379. Although they were aware that the proposal
had to be discussed in detail by the governing bodies of
FAO, representatives felt that the Council should,
nevertheless, welcome the intention of FAO to con
sider the matter with a view to evolving concrete propo
sals designed to implement the concept of minimum
world food security.

380. Other representatives considered, however, that
many problems remain to be resolved before such a
scheme could come into existence. They pointed out
that the World Food Programme already handled the
problems of emergency food aid and that an emergency
food sup}Jly scheme that had been set up by WFP had
not been totally successful. They also indicated that
the concept should not imply any commitment by a few
major exporting countries to carry large food stocks.

381. At the 622nd meeting, the representative of
Pakistan, on behalf of his delegation and those of
Mali, Niger and Yemen, introduced draft resolution
E/AC.6/L.504.

382. Algeria, Burundi, Chile, Ghana, ~vfadagascar,

New Zealand, Senegal and the Sudan subsequently
joined the sponsors of this draft resolution.

383. At the 623rd meeting, at the suggestion of the
representative of New Zealand, a reference to General
Assembly resolution 2682 (XXV) was inserted in the
first preambular paragraph of draft resolution E/AC.6/
L.504.

384. At the 627t11 meeting, at the request of the
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics, the Committee voted on draft resolution E/AC.6/
L.504. It adopted the draft resolution, as orally
amended, by 40 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

385. At the 1857th meeting,2 the Secretary-General
stated that that item was of such importance that a
generall commitment to a solution of the problem was
required. Moreover, its consideration by the Council
was in itself significant since it was an indication of a
trend towards having the Council fulfil better than it
had in the past, the responsibilities assigned to it under
the Charter.

386. The Secretary-General noted that in the late
1950s and early 1960s many of the large food-producing
cou.ntries had accumulated grain surpluses and had been
oblIged to undertake measures to curtail production.
Acute food shortages, particularly in Asia, in the mid
1960s had been the cause of widespread concern but
that concern had diminished with the adoption of im
proved technology based on new rice and wheat seeds
which had come to be known as the green revolution:
However, the wovld was once again facing a serious /
fo.od situation. He agreed with the assessment by the
DIrector-General of FAO that the time had come for a
new approach to the world food problem. Conse
quently, he was pleased that the Economic Committee
had adopted a resolution (ElAC.6/L.504) welcoming
the intention of the Director-General of FAO to sub
mit concrete proposals to implement that concept for
consideration by the governing bodies of FAO later in
the year.

387. The concept of minimum world food security
based on voluntary co-ordination of national stock
policies would be an important starting point in tackling
that problem. International efforts, however, had to be

2 E/SR.1857.
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directed to meeting not only calorie requirements but
also qualitative nutritional needs. The United Nations
in c?llaboration with other organizations of the United
NatIOns system, had been endeavouring for a number of
years to draw attention to the protein malnutrition prob
lem and While it was clear that the \scientific and tech
nical knowledge required to tackle it was avai~able

political will to ensure that protein nutritional need~
were met was still lacking.

388. The representative of Madagascar proposed
th~t in the fifth preambular p::tragraph of the draft reso
lutIOn recommended by the Economic Committee (El
5339) the words "like South" be replaced by the word
"in".

389. T~e draft resolution, as orally amended by the
r~presentativeof Madaga~car, was adopted by the Coun
cI11 by 22 votes to none, wIth 4 abstentions.

390. The representative of the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics said that the reservations concerning
the draft resolution which his delegation had expressed
in the Economic Committee still stood.

391. In resolution 1760 (LIV) the Council
( 1.) welcomed the intention of the Dir~ctor-Generalof
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations to submit concrete proposals designed to im
plement .the c?ncept of minimuJ?l world food security
~or conSIderatIOn by the CouncIl of that organization
In June 1973 and by the Conference in November
1973; (2) invited the Dirzctor-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to re
~ort to t~e Economic and Social Council, at its fifty
SIxth seSSIOn, on the pro~ess made in formulating and
implementing those proposals.
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398. Many representatives pointed out the im
por,tance of carrying out medium-term and long-term
projections of supply and demand in the field of natural
resources, and the need for standardization of metho
dologies. The view was expressed that misgivings about
the adequacy of future supply of certain natural re
sources were poorly substantiated.

399. Several representatives stressed the importance
of strengthening activities relating to the collection and
dissemination of information in the field of natural
resources.

400. The importance of water resources develop
ment was reiterated and many representatives expressed
their support for the proposed water conference. A
few representatives, however, felt that the provisional
agenda prepared by the panel was too broad and heavy,
and While they supported the objectives of the con
ference, they felt that they could be better achieved
through other means. It was pointed out that water
problems were of a local or regional nature and could
be better discussed in regional conferences, symposia
and seminars. Representatives who participated in the
discussion emphasized the importance of careful pre
paratory work for the proposed conference, particularly
in order to avoid overlapping and duplication with
other conferences that would be held in the meantime.

401. At the 616th meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf of his delegation and those of Japan,
Madagascar, Mali, the Netherlands, the Philippines and
Uganda introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.496).
Argentina and Haiti subsequently joined in sponsoring
the draft resolution.

402. At the 618th meeting, the Committee received
amendments proposed by the Sudan (ElAC.6/L.499)
to the draft resolution. At the same meeting, the dele
gations of Venezuela and the Yemen joined in support~

ing the amendments.
403. At the same meeting, the representative of

Brazil introduced amendments to the draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.502).

404. At the 624th meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf of the sponsors, introduced a revised
text of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.496/Rev.1)
which incorporated the amendments contained in El
AC.6/L,499 as well as several of the amendments
proposed by Brazil (ElAC.6/L.502).

405. At the same meeting, the representative of
Argentina said that he agreed to the amendments pro
posed by the representative of Brazil to part C of the
draft resolution, as orally revised by the representative
of Brazil.

406. At the same meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf of the sponsors, orally revised draft
resolution ElAC.6/L,496/Rev.1.
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1 ElAC.6/SR.613-619, 624, 527.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 4 (E/5247).
a/bid., Supplement No. 7 (E/5273).
4 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Sessioll, Supplement No. 2 (E/5256), paras. 313
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A. Report of the C'Dmmittee on Natural Resources

392. The Economic Committee considered item
5 (a) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Natural resources: report of the Committee on Na
tural Resources) at its 613th to 619th, 624th and 627th
meetings.1

393. The Committee had before it the report of the
Committee on Natural Resources on its third session,2
chapter IV of the report of the Committee for Pro
gramme and Co-ordination on its thirteenth session,3 a
statement of administrative and financial implications of
the recommendations of the Committee on Natural
Resources to hold a United Nations water conference
(E/5301), a note by the Secretary-General containing
the relevant part of the report of the Governing Coun
cil of the United Nations Development Programme on
its fifteenth session (E/L.1541) ,4 and a report of the
Joint Inspection Unit on the treatment of water re
sources development in the United Nations family of
organizations and comments thereon (E/5231 and
Add.I-5).

394. In an introductory statement the Director of
the Resources and Transport Division drew the Com
mittee's attention to the recommendations of the Com
mittee on Natural Resources at its third session, as con
tained in chapter VIII of its report.2

395. A representative from the Office of Inter
Agency Affairs made a brief statement on the
contingency plans prepared by the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination in connexion with co-ordina
tion activities requested by the Committee on Natural
Resources at its third session,2 to be adjusted according
to whatever action might be taken by the Council.

396. During the discussion many representatives ex
pressed their appreciation of the progress made by the
Committee on Natural Resources at its third session,2
particularly on the question of co-ordination of acti
vities of the United Nations system of organizations in
the field of natural resources.

397. A few representatives felt that the role of the
Committee as a technical body or as a _o-ordinating
body had not as yet been clearly defined. The impor
tance of closely co-ordinating the work of the Com
mW:ee on Natural Resources with that of the Governing
Corncil of the United Nations Environment Programme
wa~{ also stressed.
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~07. ';\t the same meeting, the representative of the
Umted Kmgdom orally proposed that in part G, para
graph 2, of the draft resolution, the words "and venue"
be replaced by the words "in New York".

~08. At the same meeting, the representative of the
Umted States orally proposed the insertion of the words
"future revisions of" after the words "water conference
based on" in part C, paragraph 1.

409. At the 627th meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf of the sponsors, introduced a further
revision of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L,496/Rev.2)
and stated that all the Brazilian proposals had been
accepted with the exception of the following:

(a) the deletion of the word "national" in part B,
sub-paragraph (b);

(b) the insertion of the words "or other competent
regional or subregional fora" after the word.s "regional
economic commissions".

~10. At the same meeting, the representatives of the
Umted States and the United Kingdom withdrew their
oral amendments.
. 411. At .the s~me meeting, in the light of the revi

SIOns contamed III draft resolution ElAC.6/L,4961
Rev.2 and of t~e explanations given by the sponsors,
the representatIve of Brazil withdrew his remaining
amendments (ElAC.6/L.502).

412. At the same meeting, the representative of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics requested clarifica
tion on the financial implications of sub-paragraphs (d)
and (e) in part B, and paragraph 3 in part C of draft
r~solution ElAC.6/L,496/Rev.2. When a representa
tive of the Secretary-General explained that the matter
was under study, he reserved his position.

413. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
revised draft resolution ElAC.6/L,496/Rev.2 by con
sensus.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

414. At its 1857th meeting5 the Council considered
the report ?f the Economic Committee (E/5346).6 A
representative of the Secretary-General made an oral
statement of the financial implications of the implemen
tation of parts Band C of draft resolution I. The spon
sors of the draft resolution accepted an oral amendment
to operative paragraph 5 (b) of section C replacing "to
the fifty-fifth session" by "to the fifty-sixth s~ssion".

The draft resolution as amended was adopted without
objection.

415. In resolution 1761 A (LIV), the Council en
dorsed the conclusions contained in paragraph 34 of
the report of the Committee on Natural Resources on
its third session (E/5247) and in particuj',ar: (a) con
sidered it of great importance that the Secretary
Genera~, in co-operation, as appropriate, lvith the other
members of the Administrative Committee on Co
ordination, the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme, the Executive Director of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization,
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, and the regional economic
commissions and the United Nations Economic and
Social Office at Beirut, work out an appropriate and
practkable division of responsibilities in the United

5 E/SR.1857.
6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Cc:mcil,

Fifty-fourth Session, Alinexes, agenda item 5.
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Nations system on the activities on natural resources,
where such a division of responsibility had not yet
been obtained; (b) drew the special attention of the
relevant intergovernmental bodies of the various organi
zations in the United Nations system to the conclusions
o~ interagency co-ordination reached by the Com
nuttee on Natural Resources and requests these bodies
to report to the Council on their viewpoints regarding
these matters; (c) requested the Secretary-General,
taking into account the views expressed by Member
States at the third session of the Committee on Natural
Resources and at the fifty-fourth session of the Eco
nomic and Social Council and the recommendations
made by these bodies, to draw up once in every two
ye.}rs, in consultation with the Administrative Commit
tee on Co-ordination, a comprehensive plan of action for
the development of natural resources, with special em
phasis on the needs and interests of the developing coun
tries, in accordance with their national development
priorities, encompassing the co-ordinated work pro
grammes of all organizations belonging to the United
Nations system, Hnd giving for each programme an esti
mate of its budgetary consequences; (d) requested the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to recom
mend to the Council ways of strengthening existing ar
rangements within the United Nations system for pro
viding advice upon request on integrated water use
planning and development, in particular advice on
broader water use implications, taking into account al
ternative or additional uses of water; and (e) further
requested the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina
tion to report fully in its 1974 annual report to the
Council on the progress made in carrying out the tasks
mentioned above and in the cited paragraph 34.

416. In resolution 1761 B (LIV), the Council re
quested the Secretary-General: (a) to prepare a report,
in consultation with the specialized agencies, on the
activities of all the organizations, inside and outside
the United Nations system, which undertook medium
term and long-term projections on the supply of and
demand for energy, mineral and water resources, indi
cating the methodologies used by each of them and the
concepts and definitions of the variables used and to
submit the report to the Committee on Natural Re
sour~es at its fourth session in good time for the Com
mittee to make recommendations to the Secretary
General through the Economic and Social Council on
the acceptable methods to be standardized to carry out
such projects on an internationally comparable basis;
(b) to submit to the Committee on Natural Resources
on a regular two-year basis studies on medium-term and
long-term projections, based on available data, on the
supply of and demand for energy, mineral and water
resources on a global, regional and national basis; (c) to
t!lk~ ~he neces~ary measures, within the budgetary
lImItatIOns, to Improve and strengthen the existing
United Nations services for the analysis, evaluation and
dissemination of world-wide data on natural resources;
(d) to submit to the Committee on Natural Resources
on a regular basis an assessment of technologies which
could assist Governments to evaluate, in the light of
their requirements, the supply of and demand for
energy, mineral and water resources; and (e) to submit
to the Committee on Natural Resources on a regular
basis an assessment of existing and emerging technol
ogies specifically geared to meet the medium-term and
long-term requirements of the developing countries in
the field of energy, mineral and water resources.
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417. In resolution 1761 C (LIV) , the Council
(1) approved the holding of a United Nations Water
Conference based on the provisional agenda suggested
by the Intergovernmental Panel of Specialists; (2) de
cided that the Conference should be convened during
the year 1977 in such a manner as to enable the Con
ference to take into account: (a) the results of the
various international meetings dealing with different
aspects of water resources development already
scheduled, such as the Irrigation Congress, the Con
ference on the Long-Term Programme of International
Co-operation in the Field of Hydrology and the World
Meteorological Congress; and (b) preferable also and if
possible, the resulcs, whenever appropriate, of the pro
jected second United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment; (3) requested the Secretary-General to
consult Member States on ways and means deemed ap
propriate to conduct the preparations for the Water
Conference, including intergovernmental participation
in such preparations, and to report thereon to the Eco
nomic and Social Council at its fifty-sixth session;
(4) accepted gratefully the offer of the Government of
Argentina to host the Conference in Buenos Aires, sub
ject to the conditions set forth in General Assembly
resolution 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969;
(5) requested the Secretary-General: (a) to take the
necessary preparatory steps for the United Nations
Water Conference, taking into account the views of
Member States with respect to the estimated costs of the
Conference as well as the further guidance the Council
might wish to give in the light of the report referred to
in paragraph 3 above; (b) to explore, in the light of
the above considerations and as part of the preparatory
process, the possibility of convening regional conferences
or seminars under the auspices of the regional economic
commissions and to report on the matter to the Eco
nomic and Social Council at its fifty-sixth session; and
(c) to establish close liaison between the Headquarters
Secretariat and the secretariats of the United Nations
regional economic commissions, the United Nations
Economic and Social Office at Beirut, the specialized
agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency,
with a view to co-ordinating the inputs of the various
components of the United Nations system and avoid
overlapping and duplication.

418. In resolution 1761 D (LIV), the Council
(1) took note of the note by the Secretary-General on
groundwater exploration and development (E/C.7134);
(2) recommended that the United Nations, the United
Nations Development Programme and the specialized
agencies concerned enhance the quality and effectiveness
of their assistance to groundwater development pro
grammes of the developing countries, taking into
account, in the light of the priorities of the countries
concerned, not only the technical possibilities for
groundwater supplies, but also the groundwater balance
and water quality problems; (3) requested the Secre
tary-General to keep under review costs of groundwater
development in developing countries.

419. In resolution 1761 E (LIV) , the Council
( 1) took note of the preliminary note by the Secretary
General on the technical and economic aspects of inter
national river basin development (E/C.7/35) and of
the views expressed by members of the Committee on
Natural Resources with regard to the recommendations
contained therein; (2) requested the Secretary-General
to prepare a revised and more comprehensive' version
of the note as well as a progress report on related acti-

vities for the fourth session of the Committee on Na
tural Resources.

420. In resolution 1761 F (LIV), the Council
( 1) decided to forward to the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environment Programme at its
first session for its information, the reports of the Com
mittee on Natural Resources on its second (E/5097I
Rev.1) and third (EIS 247) sessions; (2) further de
cided to examine and define at its fifty-seventh session
the relative role of and co-operation between the Com
mittee on Natural Resources and the Governing Coun
cil of the United Nations Environment Programme.

421. In resolution 1761 G (LIV), the Council
(1) took note of the report of the Committee on Na
tural Resources on its third session; (2) agreed that,
subject to determination of the specific date and venue
in conjunction with the calendar of conferences, the
fourth session of the Committee be convened in 1975;
(3) requested the Secretary-General to prepare, in con
sultation with the officers of the Committee on Natural
Resources, a draft agenda for the fourth session and to
circulate it by the end of 1973 to members of the Com
mittee for comments, and then to circulate a provisional
agenda in the early part of 1974.

B. Establishment of a United Nations
revolving fund for natural resources exploration

422. The Economic Committee considered item 5
(b) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Question of the establishment of a United Nations
revolving fund for natural resources exploration). The
Committee had before it a letter from the Chairman of
the Intergovernmental Working Group on the United
Nations Fund for Natural Resources-Exploration ad
dressed to the President of the Economic and Social
Council (ElAC.6/L.485), draft resolutions ElAC.6/
L.486 and ElAC.6/L.487 submitted to the Council at
its resumed fifty-third session, and a note by the Secre
tary-General (E/5270).

423. During the discussions on this item in the Eco
nomic Committee, l a number of representatives stressed
the importance that natural resources exploration had
for developing countries and suggested the creation of
a revolving fund, in view of the limited resources made
available to developing countries under the indicative
planning figures. The view was expressed that the
proposal still lacked sufficient clarity. Specific mention
was made of the question of repayment :rates in con
nexion with projects to be partially financed by the
fund, together with other financing bodies, or in the
case of the financing of exploration projects already
started.

424. Several representatives expressed their concern
at the creation of a new fund, in the belief that assist
ance should be concentrated within the framework of
UNDP in accordance with national priorities estab
lished in country programmes; or that finance could be
provided more efficiently by other bodies. One repre
sentative stated that new institutional overheads might
further drain limited funds available for development.

425. Several representatives stated that, in their
view, the establishment of the fund should not lead to
the extension of the principle of repayment of assistance
to other areas of technical co-operation. There was a
large measure of agreement that in the initial stages
there was no need for a separate governing body and
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that the Governing Council of UNDP could serve that
purpose.

426. The principle of permanent sovere~gnty over
natura~ resources as it related to the operatIOn of the
fund was stressed and it was suggested that disp~tes

between the fund and recipient countrie8 over questIOns
of reimbursement should be subject to the jurisdiction
of national courts.

427. A number of representatives sugge~ted that the
limited resources that would be made aVailable to the
fund could be used in many cases for the partial finan
cing of exploration projects in conjunction with UNDP,
while others urged the exploration of financial assist.ance
to the fund, for example from IBRD and the regIOnal
banks.

428. At the 616tll meeting, the representative of
Japan, on behalf of his delegation and tho~~ o~ Ghana,
Kenya, J\tlalaysia, the Netherlands, the P~llIppmes and
Turkey., introduced revised draft resolutIOn ElAC..61
L.486/Rev.1. At the same meeting, the representa~lve
of Indonesia became a sponsor of the draft resolutIOn.

429. At the same meeting, the representative of
India proposed an oral amendment to paragraph 1(8)
of the revised draft resolution whereby the wo:ds
"within the ouidelines to be established by the govermng
body on theOrecommendati01!s of a group .of ~xperts to
be appointed by the governmg body, takmg mto con
sideration" would be replaced by the words "in accord
ance with one of".

430. At the 619th meeting, the representative of
Chile proposed four amendments (El~C.6/L.5~1) to
the revised draft resolution. He later WIthdrew hiS first,
second and third amendments. He maintained the fourth
amendment but aoreed to give priority to the amend
ment proposed by the representative of Trinidad and
Tobago in document ElAC.6/L.505.

431. At the 624th meeting, the representative of
Japan, on behalf of the spons~rs, introduced further
revisions to the draft resolutIOn (ElAC.6/L.4861
Rev.2).

432. At the same meeting, the representative of
Peru submitted amendments (ElAC.6/L.503) to the
revised draft resolution, which he subsequently with
drew.

433. Also at the 624th meeting, the representative
of Trinidad and Tobago introduced an amendment
(ElAC.6/L.505) to the revised draft resolution and
orally revised it by adding the following words at the
end of his text: "bearing in mind the need to ensure the
revolving nature of the fund". The sponsors of the
revised draft resolution accepted this amendment, as
orally revised, and the representative of Chile agreed to
its taking priority over his fourth amendment.

434. At the same meeting, the representative of
Pakistan introduced amendments (ElAC.6/L.506) to
the revised draft resolution. He then orally revised his
second amendment by inserting in line 2 after the word
"among" the word "participating".

435. At the same meeting, the representative of
Canada requested separate recorded votes on four parts
of the revised draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.486/Rev.2) ,
as follows:

(a) Paragraph 1(i) (2);
(b) The end of Paragraph 1(1), after the words

"governing body of the fund";
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(c) In paragraph,1 (0), the words "institutional ar
rangements as well as ';

(d) Paragraph 2.
436. The representative of Canada also asked for a

recorded vote on the revised draft resolution, as a
whole, as amended.

437. Also at the 624th meeting, the representati~e
of Pakistan requested separate recorded votes on hiS
proposed amendments.

438. At the same meeting, the representative of the
United Kingdom requested a recorded vote on the
amendments proposed by Trinidad and Tobago
(ElAC.6/L.505) and accepted by the sponsors of the
revised draft resolution.

439. At the same meeting, the Committee voted on
the various proposals before it as follows:

(a) The first amendment proposed by Pakistan
(E/AC.6/L.506) was adopted by 16 votes to 11, with
24 abstentions (not recorded);

(b) The second amendment proposed by Pakistan
(ElAC.6/L.506) was adopted by 24 votes to 7, with
20 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Bm'?ados, Bolivi~,

Brazil, Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt, GU1~

nea Madap-ascar, Mali, Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Roma
nia' Sri La~ka Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
United States~f America, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: Haiti, India, Indonesia, Japan, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Philippines.

Abstaining: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland,
France Ghana, Hungary, Italy, Kenya, Malaysia,
Monooiia Poland, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Uganda,
Ukrainia~ Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, Venezuela.

(c) The third amendment proposed by Pakistan
(ElAC.6/L.506) was rejected by 17 votes to 15, with
19 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Argentina, BraZil, Chile, China, ~gypt!

Mali, J\1ongolia, Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Romama, SrI
Lanka, Sudan, Turkey, Uganda.

Against: Barbados, France, Ghana, Haiti, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Netherlands, ~ew

Zealand. Philippines, Trinidad and Tobagv, Umted
KinO"doril of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

Abstaining: Algeria, Belgium, Bolivia, Bunmdi,
Canada Colombia, Denmark, Finland, Guinea, Hun
gary, Madagascar, Malaysia, Poland, Sp~in, S~eden,
Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republtc, Umon of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Zaire.

(d) Paragraph 1 (i) (2) of the revis.ed draft reso~

lution was retained by 35 votes to 3, WIth 13 absten
tions, as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia,
Brazil, Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt,
Ghana Haiti, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya,
Madao'ascar, Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Niger,O Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Sri Lanka,
Sudan Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: Canada, Guinea, Mali.
Abstaining: Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,

Hungary, Mongolia, Peru, Poland, Spain, Sweden,
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Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United States of America.

(e) The end of paragraph 1 (1) of the revised draft
resolution, after the words "governing body of the
fund", was retained by 29 votes to 6, with 16 absten
tions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Ba;"bados, Bolivia,
Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Ghana, Haiti, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Netherlands, Niger, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: Canada, France, Italy, New Zealand, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.

Abstaining: Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Egypt, Fin
land, Guinea, Hungary, Mali, Mongolia, Peru, Poland,
Romania, Spain, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

(I) In paragraph 1 (0) of the revised draft res
olution, the words "institutional arrangements as well
as" were retained by 31 votes to 6, with 14 abstentions.
The voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia,
BUJrundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt, Ghana, Haiti,
India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar, Ma~ay

sia, Mali, Netherlands, Niger, Pakistan, Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Tur
key, Uganda, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: Canada, France, Italy, New Zealand,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land, United States of America.

Abstaining: Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Finland,
Guinea, Hungary, Mongolia, Peru, Poland, Romania
Spain, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

(g) Paragraph 2 of the revised draft resolution was
adopted by 33 votes to 1, with 16 abstentions. The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia,
Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt, France,
Ghana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Ni
ger, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Yugo
slavia, Zaire.

Against: Canada.
Abstaining: Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Finland,

Hungary, Mali, :rvlongolia, Peru, Poland, Spain, Sweden,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Vene
zuela.

(h) The anlendment proposed by Trinidad and To
bago (ElAC.6/L.505), as orally revised and accepted
by the sponsors, was adopted by 33 votes to 2, with 16
abstentions, and thus replaced paragraph 1 (h) in the
revised draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.486/Rev.2). The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Burundi,
China, Colombia, Egypt, France, Ghana, Guinea, Haiti,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar, Ma
laysia, Mali, Netherlands, Niger, Philippines, Romania,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuni
sia, Turkey, Uganda, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire.
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Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Algeria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile,
Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Mongolia, New Zealand,
Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet So
cialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

(i) Draft resolution ElAC.6/L.486/Rev.2 as a
whole, as amended, was adopted by 34 votes to none,
with 17 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Burundi,
China, Colombia, Egypt, France, Ghana, Guinea, Haiti,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Pakistan,
Philippines, Romania, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Trini
dad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: None.
Abstaining: Algeria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile,

Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Mali, Mongolia, Peru,
Poland, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America.

440. Also at the 624th meeting, the representative
of Egypt, on behalf of the sponsors, withdrew draft
resolution ElAC.6/L.487, in view of the adoption of
revised draft resotution ElAC.6/L,486/Rev.2, as
amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

441. At its 1857th meeting,5 the Council considered
the draft resolution recommended by the Economic
Committee (E/5346, draft resolution II).6 A number
of delegations reiterated their reservations stated in the
Committee, on the subject of the need for further clari
fication, safeguards in case of disputes and provisions
for the preferential treatment of least developed and
land-locked countries. On a roIJ-call vote requested by
the representative of1\1alaysia, the draft resolution was
adopted by 17 votes to none, with 9 abstentions. The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Bolivia, Burundi, Chile, China,
France, Haiti, Japan, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Niger, Netherlands, New Zealand, Spain, Trinidad and
Tobago, Zaire.

Against: None.
Abstaining: Brazil, Finland, Hungary, Mali, Mon

golia, Poland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.

442. In resolution 1762 (LIV) the Council (1)
recommended that the General Assembly at its twenty
eighth session decide to establish a United Nations re
volving fund for naturai resources exploration based
on the following principles and objectives: (a) the fund
should be established as a trust fund, placed in charge
of the Secretary-General and administered on his behalf
by the Administrator of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme; (b) the purpose of the fund was to
enable the activities of the United Nations development
systems in the field of natural resources exploration
in the developing countries to be extended and intensi
fied, concentrating on such projects that were generally
known to have a catalytic effect on the country's socio
economic development; (c) the revolving character
of the fund was its main :feature, as the problem of
financing natural resources exploration was to be solved
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by specific methods; the fund should be managed in .
such a manner as to ensure its revolving feature; (d)
the fund should provide assistance to participating re
cipient States in the exploration of mineral, water and
energy resources under national jurisdiction utilizing
for that purpose voluntary contributions and funds
generated through the production of those resources dis
covered or developed with the assistance from the fund;
(e) in allocating the resources of the fund, considera
tion would be given to achieving an equitable pattern
of distribution among participating developing coun
tries; (f) the fund should be guided by the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations duly taking into
account the principle of the permanent sovereignty of
States over their natural resources; (g) participation in
the fund should be open to any State that was a Mem
ber of the United Nations or a member of any of the
specialized agencies or of the International Atomic
Energy Agency; (h) the financial resources of the fund
should comprise the following: (i) voluntary contri
butions to the fund made by Governments; (ii) pay
ments by recipient participating States which should
be amounts equivalent to a percentage of the value
of natural resources produced under projects assisted
by the fund; (iii) donations and advances in cash or
kind, accepted from intergovernmental and non-govern
mental institutions consistent with the policies, aims
and activities of the United Nations and the fund; (i)
the rate of repayment, the length of the repayment
period and the total sum to be repaid would be decided
by an agreement between the fund and the recipient
State; the rate of repayment and the length of the re
payment period should be on the basis of the pertinent
proposals contained in the note by the Secretary-Gen
eral (E/5270); in deciding on the total sum to be
repaid, due consideration should also be given to the
type of project, and the need for the total repayment
to bear close relationship to the amount originally
loaned, bearing in mind the need to ensure the re
volving nature of the fund; (j) (i) assistance should
be given in the form of financing of projects formulated
for the United Nations Development Programme or,
when within the capability of the fund, projects not
formulated for the United Nations Development Pro
gramme; (ii) assistance provided by the fund to par
ticipating States should be additional to that provided
under the United Nations Development Programme in
dicative planning figures; (iii) the assistance should be
negotiated by the Governments of the recipient States
and the fund and should be mutuany a~ceptable to
them; (iv) in the formulation and appraisal of projects,
the United Nations Development Programme resident
representative would provide co-ordination at the field
level with the country programming; (k) the fund might
give assistance in all phases of exploration, which might
include: (i) the preparation of requests for assistance
from the fund; (ii) the exploration of natural resources;
(iii) pre-investment studies, which might include feasi
bility studies; (1) the Administrator of the United Na
tions Development Programme would submit for ap
proval projects to be financed by the fund to the gov
erning body; (m) since it would take some time for
the resources of the revolving fund and its scope of
operations to grow to a size which would make the
administration by an intergovernmental body necessary,
the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme should be the governing body of the
fund for the first four years and the matter would be
reviewed by the Economic and Social Council in con-
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sultation with the Committee on Natural Resources and
the United Nations Development Programme; (n) the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme in full consultation with the Secretary-General
should appoint a Director of the fund, when necessary;
the Director should be appointed fora period of three
years; the appointment of the Director should be con
firmed by the governing body; (0) the Administrator
of the United Nations Development Programme would
submit an annual report to the Economic and Social
Council 011 the progress and operation of the revolv
ing fund, together with the comments of the Committee
on Natural Resources and the governing body; (p) the
Economic and Social Council should review, in the
light of experience gained, the functions and institu
tional arrangements as well :as the repayment system
of the fund, with a view to recommending to the Gen
eral Assembly necessary changes and improvements,
taking fully into account the comments of the govern
ing body and the Committee on Natural Resources; the
first such review should be carried out at the end of
the first four years following the commencement of
the operations of the fund; (2) recommended that
the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session should
request the Secretary-General to take the necessary
steps for the establishment of the fund; (3) requested
the Secretary-General to explore possible sources, gov
ernmental, non-governmental and intergovernmental, of
financial assistance to the fund.

c. Perluanent sovereignty over natural resources
of developing countries

443. The Economic Committee considered item 2
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session (Per
manent sovereignty over natural resources of devel
oping countries) at its 599th, 602nd and 604th to
609th meetings.7 It had before it a report of the Sec
retary-General on permanent sovereignty over natural
resources (E/5170) and a report of the Committee on
Natural Resources on its third session.2

444. The Director of the Division of Public Finance
and Financial Institutions informed the Council that the
report of the Secretary-General (E/5170) dealt with
the oil sector, the copper industry, processing of nat
ural resources and the effects of processed exports on
economic development as well as with aspects of agro
industry. The activities undertaken in those fields had
been analysed from the point of view of national eco
nomic control and their net return to the host devel
oping country.

445. In the course of the discussion many represen
tatives stressed that the exercise by the developing coun
tries of their sovereignty over their natural resources
constituted an important principle. A number of
representatives stressed the need to provide the
Council with up to date and detailed documentation
on this matter. To this effect they considered it neces
sary to strengthen, as matter of urgency, co-operation
between the Secretary-General and the international and
intergovernmental bodies concerned with agreements on
copper, petrolum, tin and other products. There was
broad agreement among the Council members who
spoke on the basic rights of the host country to control
the exploitation of its natural resources by foreign en
terprises and to nationalize such enterprises should
public interest so require. Many representatives de-

7 ElAC.6/SR.599, 602, 604-609.
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clared that the developing countries believed that they
would not regain the full exercise of their political in
dependence until they exercised their sovereign eco
nomic rights to the full. In the views of several delega
tions, each State should exercise its sovereignty over
the natural resources of land surfaces, the sea-bed and
subsoil thereof and the superjacent waters within na
tional jurisdiction.

446. At the 605th meeting, the representative of
Chile on behalf of Algeria, Brazil, Chile, Colombia,
Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, Iceland, Peru, Romania, Ve
nezuela, Yugoslavia and Zaire introduced a draft res
olution on the subject (ElAC.6/L.483IRev.1).

447. At the 606th meeting, the Committee was
informed that Iraq, Kenya, Madagascar and Pakistan
had joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.
. 448. At the 609th meeting, the representative of
Chile, on behalf of the sponsors, orally revised the draft
resolution in the light of informal proposals made by
the delegations of Canada and Peru. At the same meet
ing, oral amendments proposed by the United States
of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland were rejected. The draft resolu
tion (ElAC.6/L.483/Rev.1), as orally revised by the
sponsors, was adopted by 37 votes to 2, with 6 ab
stentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

449. The Council, at its 1854th meeting,8 on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee
(E/5305),9 adopted the draft resolution by 20 votes
to 2, with 4 abstentions.

450. In resolution 1737 (LIV), the Council (1)
reaffirmed the right of States to permanent sovereignty
over all their natural resources, on land within their
international boundaries, as well as those of the sea
bed and the subsoil thereof within their national juris
diction and in the superjacent waters; (2) emphasized
that both the exploration and the exploitation of such

8 E/SR.1854.
9 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 2.
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natural resources shall be subject in each country
to national laws and regulations; (3) declared that
any act, measure or legislative provision which one
state may apply against another for the purpose of sup
pressing its inalienable right to the exercise of its full
sovereignty over its natural resources, both on land
and in coastal waters, or of using coercion to obtain
advantages of any other kind, was a flagrant violation
of the Charter of the United Nations, contradicted
the principles adopted by the General Assembly in its
resolutions 262) (XXV) and 3016 (XXVII) and
obstructed the attainment of the goals and objectives
of the International Development Strategy for the Sec
ond United Nations Development Decade, and that
to persist therein could constitute a threat to interna
tional peace and security; (4) recognized that one
of the most effective ways in which the developing
countries could protect their natural resources was to
promote or strengthen machinery for co-operation
among them havin~ as its main purpose to concert
pricing policies, to improve conditions of access to
markets, to co-ordinate production policies and, thus,
to guarantee the full exercL~ of sovereignty by devel
oping countries over their natural resources; (5) urged
the international financial organizations and the United
Nations Development Programme to provide, in ac
cordance with the priorities establisbed in national
development plans, all possible financial and techni
cal assistance to developing countries at their request
or for the purpose of establishing, strengthening and
supporting, as appropriate, national institutions to en
sure the full utilization and control of their natural
resources; (6) requested the Secretary-General to com
plete the study of the political, economic, social and
legal aspects of the principle of permanent sovereignty
over natural resources referred to in Council resolu
tion 1673 (LII) , and to include therein the aspects
of the permanent sovereignty of States over their na
tural resources of the sea-bed and the subsoil thereof
within the limits of national jurisdiction and in the
superjacent waters; (7) further requested the Secretary
General to submit to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session, through the Economic and Social
Council, the study referred to in paragraph 6 above.
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A. Report of the Committee on Science and
Technology for Development

453. Reviewing the report of the Committee on Sci
ence aD;d Technology for. pevelopment, several rep
resentatives stressed the utIlIty of a study to be under
taken ~y an intergovernmental group of experts pro
posed 111 draft resolution I entitled "Quantification
of sci.entific and tec~nolo~ical activities"5 in providing
a baSIS !or further ~IscussIOn of the subject. Two rep
resentatives, expressmg doubts as to the usefulness of
that study, rejected the implied unified approach to
d.e,:,~I?pec1 countries and ~mphasized the special respon
SIbilItIes of !orme~ colomal powers. One representative
expressed dlsappomtment that the draft resolution had
not already been implemented so as to make the re
sults available in time for the mid-Decade review of
the International Development Strategy.

454. At the 665th meeting the Committee con
sidered draft resolution 1. The Chairman orally pro
Eosed the rewording of subparagraph (d) as follows:

present a report of the results of this research effort
to the Committee on Science and Technolooy at its
second session". At the same meeting, at th~ request
of the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the Committee voted on draft resolution I
which was adopted, as orally amended by the Chair~
man, by 34 votes to 4, with 2 abstentions.

455. At the 663rd meeting, the representative of
Kenya introduced amendments (ElAC.6/L.537) to
draft resolution 11 on the World Plan of Action for
the Application of Science and Technology to Devel
opment which he subsequently withdrew at the same
meeting, having explained that he would submit at a
later stage a separate draft resolution embodying the
substance of the amendments.

456. At its 665th meeting, at the request of the
representative of Kenya, the Committee voted on draft
resolution II, which it adopted by 36 votes to 1 with
1 abstention. '

457.. Speaking in explanation of the vote the rep
resentatIve of Canada noted that his delegation had
taken part in the original negotiations which had led
to the adoption of draft resolution 11 by the Committee
on S~ience and Technology for Development and he
explamed that he had voted for the draft resolution
d~spite the problems ?f interp:etation raised by oper~
a~IVe par~graph ~3, II! the lIght of the explanation
gIven dunng the dIscussIOn. The representative of China
stated that he had abstained because of the formula
tion of operative paragraph 2 while the representative
of Kenya had voted against because the draft resolu
tion fell short of providing for any effective implemen
tation machinery.

51bid., Silpplement No. 4 (E/5272), para. 120.
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Chapter Xl

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

1 Th~ question of transfer of operative technology at the
enterprIse level was considered by the Council at its fifty
fourth session under agenda item 6 (b) (Fiscal and financial
matters).

2 ElAC.6/SR.657, 659, 663, 665, 666.
3 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council Fifty-

fifth Session, Supplement No. 4 (E/5272). '
41bid., Supplement No. 6 (E/5288).

451. The Economic Committee considered item 10
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session (Sci
ence and technology: (a) report of the Committee on
Science an~ Technology for Development; (b) report
of the AdVIsory Committee on the Application of Sci
ence and ~echnology to Development; (c) the role of
mode~?- SCIence and technology in the development
of na.LIOns; (d) outflow of trained personnel from de
velopmg ~o the developed countries; (e) question of
the establIsh~lent of a special protein fund; (f) trans
~er of operatIve technology at the enterprise level! at
ItS 657th, 659th, 663rd, 665th and 666th meetings.2

The Committee had before it the report of the Commit
~ee 011 Scie~ce and Technology for Development on
ItS first sessIOn3 and the statements on administrative
and financial implications of the draft resolution I
(E/52'721Add.1/Rev.1) and draft resolution 11
(El 52721Add.2) .contained in the report; the tenth
report of the AdVISory Committee on the Application
of Science and Technology to Development;4 the re~

p~rt of the Secretary-General on the role of modern
SCIence and technology in the development of nations
and the need to strengthen economic and technico-sci
entific co-operation among States (E/5238 and Add.1);
a note by the Secretary-General on the question of the
establishment of a special protein fund (E/5361 and
Corr.1); a progress report of the Secretary-General on
the outflow of trained personnel from developing to de
veloped countries (E/5336); a report of the Secretary
Genera~ on the transfer of operative technology at the
enterprIse level (E/5152); a report of the Economic
Committee on item 6 of the agenda for the Council's
fifty-fourth session (E/5 349), and a draft decision
submitted in the Economic Committee at the Council's
fifty-fourth session (ElAC.6/L.508).

. 452. In his int~oductory statement referring par
ticularly to agenda Items 10 Ca) and (c) the Director
of the Office for Science and Technology of the De
partment of Economic and Sodal Affairs stressed the
need for the United Nations to define through its Com
mittee on Science and Technology 'for Development
~ glob~l policy .on science and technology, the fuli
mtegratlOn of SCIence and technology policy with de
v.elopmen~ planning, the strength~ning of local capaci
tIes, partIcularly for the selectIOn, adaptation, and
successfu;l transfer of more approp~ate technologies,
and the Involvement of the world SCIentific community
in development problems.
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458. At the 659th meeting the Committ~e consid
ered draft resolution III on the application of com
puter technology. The representative of Spain in
troduced, also on behalf of Algeria, the amendments
(ElAC.6/L.534) to the draft resolution.

459. At the 665th meeting, the representative of
Algeria, also on behalf of Spain, introduced a revised
version of the amendments (ElAC.6/L.534/Rev.l).

460. At the 666th meeting, the representative of
Canada requested that separate votes be taken on the
third amendment (E/AC.6/L.534/Rev.1, para. 3), as
well as on the fifth amendment, regarding the words
"such as the Intergovernmental Bureau for Informa
tics" (El AC.6/L.534/Rev.1, para. 5).

461. At the same meeting, the Committee voted as
follows:

(a) It adopted the third amendment (ElAC.61
L.534/Rev.1, para. 3) by 30 votes to 3, with 2 absten
tions;

(b) It retained, in the fifth amendment, the words
"such as the Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics"
(ElAC.6/L.534/Rev.l, para. 5) by 23 votes to 4,
with 9 abstentions. The Committee adopted draft reso
lution Ill, as amended, unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

462. The Council, at its 1879th meeting, (l considered
the draft resolutions and the draft decision recom
mended by the Economic Committee (El 5413 and
Add.l).7 It adopted by 11 votes to 4, with 1 absten
tion, the draft resolution on the quantification of sci
entific and technological activities.

463. In that resolution 1822 CLV), the Council re
quested the Se..cretary-General to convene an intergov
ernmental group of experts, which, in co-operation
with interested international organizations within and
outside the United Nations system, should: (a) give
priority to the research required to clarify further the
quantification of scientific and technological activities;
(b) develop, to the extent feasible, appropriate classi
fication schemes with worldwide applicability for such
quantification, devoting particular attention to defi
nitions and criteria; (c) examine and recommend cri
teria and definitions for the classification of various
scientific and technological activities under the three
targets suggested for inclusion in the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade (E/5272, chap. IlI), in order
to assess more precisely and uniformly the efforts of
all countries in this field; (d) present a report on the
results of this research effort to the Committee on
Science and Technology for Development at its sec
ond session.

464. The Council adopted unanimously the draft
resolution on the World Plan of Action for the Appli
cation of Science and Technology to Development.

465. In that resolution 1823 (LV), the Council
(1) commended the Advisory Committee on the Ap
plication of Science and Technology to Development
for the preparation of the World Plan of Action for the
Application of Science and Technology to Develop
mellt;8 (2) also commended the objectives and scope

(l E/SR.1879.
7 O[ficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 10.
8 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.II.A.18.

of the World Plan of Action as a useful set of gen
eral guidelines and broad programmes suggested to
Governments, subject to their own individual priorities
as established in their national development plans; (3)
drew the attention of Governments to the World Plan
of Action, which migb t be of assistance in the selec
tion and preparation by decision-makers and the sci
entific and technological community of specific projects
relevant to the needs of their countries; (4) recom
n:ended t~ the. General Assembly that, at its twenty
eIghth sessIOn, It take note of the \\'orId Plan of Action
as a means of strengthening the scientific and tech
nological components in international co-operation and
in national development plans; (5) invited the Advisory
Committee 011 the Application of Science and Tech
n~logy to Development to undertake, in co-operation
WIth the specialized agencies and the International
~tomic Energy Agency, a continuous process of re
VIew and appraisal and the incorporation of new
item.s in the. \Vorld ~lan of Action, and to present,
partIcularly 111 the lIght of comments made during
the first session of the Committee on Science and Tech
nol~gy for Develop~l~ent (E/5272,3 chap. IV) and,
subject to the provlSlons contained in paragraphs 6,
7 and 8 below, its conclusions for the consideration
of the . latter Committee; (6) requested the Advisory
CommIttee on the Application of Science and Tech
nology to Development to suggest an indicative list of
possible items for review or incorporation in the World
Plan of Action, and further requested the Committee
on Science and Technology for Development to rec
ommend explicitly items in this list for consideration
by the Advisory Committee; (7) decided that the
Committee on Science and Technology for Develop
ment should also recommend to the attention of the
Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development items, other than those
suggested in .the indicative lis~ mentioned in paragraph
6 above, WhICh were also of Interest to the Committee
and that these items might replace or be added to those
in t~le indicative list, a~ the Committee so wished; (8)
deCIded further that, III both the cases mentioned in
paragraphs 6 and 7 above, the Committee on Sci
ence and Technology for Development should estab
lish,. in the same recommendations in which it presents
the Items for consideration, the criteria which should
be followed by the Advisory Committee on the Appli
cation of Science and Technology to Development
and ~n which. the ~c1v!sory Commit.tee will specifically
base Its work III revlewmg and studymg those additional
items with a '.':ew to their incorporation in the list, in
~cc?rdancc with the request of the Committee; (9)
mVlted the Secretary-General, taking into account the
comments on the World Plan of Action submitted
b~ Governn}ents, at t?e request of developing coun
tnes. nnd WIth the aSSIstance of the reQionaI economic
commis<:jons and the United Nations'" Economic and
S'1chl Office in Beirut and other organizations of the
l Jnitei Nations system, to take steps to give the World
Plan nf Action a wide exposure to the decision-makers
[m'l the scirntific and technologicClI community in
develonil1g countries, in order to obtain their views
a'~d recommendations following the updatinO' of the
Plan, by, inter alia, arranging for meetings or ~eminars
O~l a national or regional basis; (l 0) recommended that
r1evcloped countries be urged to alert public opinion
i.n their. coulltr,ies to t~e World P~an of Action, by,
m/er alw, holdlllg meetmgs or semmars on a national
or regional basis, and by using appropriate mass media,
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with a view to stimulating support by the public for
(a) scientific and techni~al assistance projects. in
favour of developing countrIes and (b) a better onen
tation of a part of research and.developme.nt efforts
towards the problems of developmg countnes; (11)
requested the international financing organizations, par
ticularly the United Nations Development Programme,
the International Bank for Reconstruction and De
velopment and the regional developments b.anks, ~s well
as developed countries, in close consultatlOn WIth the
developing countries and at their sp.ecific request, to
provide ways and means for supportmg the eff?rts. of
those countries to establish and strengthen sCIentIfic
and technoloaical institutes and to undertake other
infrastructurat'measures in accordance with their own
national plans and prioriti~s; (12) req.uested the special
ized aaencies, the InternatlOnal AtomIC Energy Agency,
the r:alonal economic commissions and the United
Nation~ Economic and Social Office in Beirut to take
an active role in stimulating the implementation of
the various parts of the present resolution and to con
tinue to take in close co-operation with Governments
and a~ their'specific request, an active part in estab
lishina and strenathenina the scientific infrastructure
for d~velopment ~esearch in their respective regions;
( 13) requested the Secretary-General, with the as~ist

ance of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordma
tion and, when necessary, the Advisory Committee on
the Application of Science and Technology. to Devel
opment, to submit proposals to the CouncIl through
the Committee on Science and Technology for Deyel
opment for the allocation to the most appropnate
organiz~tion within the United Natio~s s~stem o~ t~e
primary responsibility for (a) analysmg II!- detail,. m
close consultation with Member States, lfrespec!Ive
of their degree of development, and with appropr~ate

national and international institutions and orgamza
tions, ways and means to initiate act~on.'. in accord
ance with their national plans and prIorIties, for re
search and for the application of existing knowledge
identified in the World Plan of Action as periodically
reviewed; (b) identifying, on ~he basis o.f concrete re
quests received from developmg cou~tnes, means of
implementation and sources ?f financmg for concrete
projects which might be deCIded upon; (l~) recom
mended interested Governments of developmg coun
tries on the basis of their examination of the \Vorld
Plan' of Action as indicated in paragrap~s 3 and 9
above, and in the light of their own nahonal dev:el
opment plans and priorities: (a) to select the speCIfic
problems facing their co.un~ries in. each sector whose
solution would have a sIgmficant Impact on the eco
nomic and social development of the country; (b) to
indicate to the Secretary-General those problems which,
in the opinion of the developing. country concerned,
are not being adequately dealt WIth at p~escnt;.(15)
requested the Secretary-General to c~mpl1e a ...l~st ?f
the problcms specified by the developmg counmcs 111
accordance with paragraph 14 (b) above, together
with the views of those countries as to the importance
and urgcncy of their solution; (16) rr(]uestcd the Com
mittee on Science and Technology for Development
at its second session to consider the list of specific
problems compiled by the Secretary~General ~n the
basis of the response of the developmg countnes, as
well as the proposals submitted by the Secretary-~en

eral in accordance with parapJ'aph 13 above, With a
view to elaborating further action; (17) requested the
.Secretary-General to report to the Economic and Social

66

Council through the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development on the implementation of the
present resolution.

466. The representative of China explained t~at ~e

had abstained from voting on the draft resolutIOn. III
the Economic Committee because of the formulation
of operative paragraph 2 (see paragraph 457 above)
but that he had. voted in favour of resolution 1823 (LV)
on the understanding that that paragraph did not have
a binding character.

467. The Council adopted unanimously resolution
1824 (LV) on the application of computer te~hnology,

in which it (1) took note of the rec~mmendatl~ns con
cerning national policy in developmg countnes and
education, contained in the first report of the Secretary
General on the application of computer technology for
development II and in his supplementary report CE/C.8/
11 and Adct'.I), and on the proposals to revise these
recommendations and the new recommendations made
during the first session of the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development;3 (2) requested the
Secretary-General to draw the relevant. recommenda
tions in these reports, as well as the VIews and pro
posals made by member States of the Commit~ee ?n
Science and Technology for Development dunng Its
first session to the attention of Governments, interested
oraanizatio~s of the United Nations system and inter
national interoovernmental organizations and non-gov
ernmental professional organizations with relevant areas
of action in the field of computer technology, and to
report to the Committee at its second session on the
views and suggestions received thereon; (3) requested
the Committee on Science and Technology for Develop
ment to examine, at its second session, the report which
should be submitted in accordance with paragraph 2
above and in conformity with General Assembly resolu
tion 2804 (XXVI), in order to enable the Committee
to present its considered views on the application of
computer technology to development; (4) requested
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to
suggest an appropriate organization wit~in ~he United
Nations system to ensure better co-ordmatlOn among
the activities of United Nations organs, and with the
activities of other international organizations in this
field, taking into account the comments and views
expressed in the debate at the first session of the Com
mittee on Science and Technology for Development;
(5) requested the Secretary-General to transmit the
report of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina
tion containing the information requested in paragraph
4 above to the Advisory Committee on the Application
of Science and Technology to Development for its
opinion and to the Committee of Science and Tech
nology 'for Development at its second session; (6)
agreed to the need for c~pert services, whether fur
nished by ad hoc groups of experts, by an existing
United Nations body or bodies, such as the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Tech
nology to Development or the United Nations Educa
tiomll Scientific and Cult, Ira'! Organi:mtion, or by
other'competent intergovernmental organizations such
as the Intergovernmental Bure~l,lJ for lnformatics, to
assist the Committee on Science and Technology for
Development in its activities concerning the applica
tion of computer technology for the benefit of devel
oping countries; (7) requested the Secre!ary-Gen.eral
to prepare, with the assistance of the Umted NatlOns

\} United Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.IJ.A.1.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

478. The Council, at its 1879th meeting,G on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (E/5413
and Add.l),7 the Council adopted unanimously reso
lution 1825 (LV) on the report of the Advisory Com
mittee on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development. ,

470. Many representatives expressed appreciation
of the work of the Advisory Committee and the high
standard of its expert advice and agreed that sufficient
ly flexible arrangements should be made to allow for
this function to be continued and strengthened. The
Advisory Committee's collaboration with UNDP and
the Committee for Development Planning was wel
comed and encouraged. Members of the Committee
felt that priority should be given to the optimal integra
tion of science and technology in the planning for eco
nomic and social development, to the strengthening of
indigenous capacities for the identification of concrete
problems and for the evaluation, selection and success
ful application of advanced technologies, to the adapta
tion of existing rather than the redesign of new tech
nologies and finally, and this was applicable also to
the Committee on Science and Technology for Devel
opment, to an effective machinery for the implementa
tion of the World Plan with due regard to sovereign
rights of nations and their development priorities.

471. International co-operation in science and tech
nology should be strengthened, particularly the exchange
of experience among developing countries; the regional
economic commissions, particularly EeE, were men
tioned as, suitable vehicles in this respect.

472. At the 657th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.524)
which he orally revised by replacing the words "Bearing
in mind" by the word "Recalling" in the second para
graph of the preamble.

473. At the 665th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom further orally revised the draft
resolution (ElAC.6/L.524) by rewording the third
paragraph of the preamble as follows: "Bearing in
mind the importance of not placing undue constraints
on the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of
the United Nations, and therefore of maintaining the
volume of work of the Advisory Committee at a reason
able level."

474. At the same meeting, the representative of Ar
gentina orally proposed in the second paragraph of the
preamble that the words "Bearing in mind its resolu
tion 1763 (LIV)" be replaced by the words "Recalling
its resolution 1715 (LIII) and its resolution 1769
(LIV) ".

475. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.524) as orally revised,
without objection.

476. At the 665th meeting, the representative of
India orally proposed a draft decision concerning the
holding of the twentieth session of the Advisory Com
mittee on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development in 1974.

477. At the 666th meeting, on a separate vote, at
the request of the representative of the United King
dom, the Committee decided by 30 votes to 3, with 4
abstentions, to vote on the draft decision which was
adopted by 28 votes to 2, with 7 abstentions.

..• ,,:; Mt- ZM7per, '....I\Il~l_.p_ ,TJ!'IIt'!.'f.·,lIlt·.?1,Ill"

10 Ihid., Supplement No. 6 (E/5288), annex IT.
11 Ibid., Supplement No. 4 (E/5272), para. 28.

bodies and intergovernmental organizations referred
to in the paragraph 6 above, proposals on the vari
ous possibilities for providing such expert services to
the Committee on Science and Technology for Devel
opment, taking into account the comments made in
the debate at the first session of the Committee and at
the fifty-fifth session of the Economic and Social Coun
cil, and to present these proposals, after consultation
with the Advisory Committee on the Application of
Science and Technology to Development, to the Com
mittee on Science and Technology for Development
at its second session; (8) deemed it necessary that
more activities should be undertaken within the United
Nations system on various aspects of the application
of computer technology to development, with a view
to assisting the efforts of developing countries in the
introduction and sound use of computer technology
in their countries and to promoting international co
operation in this field, including studies in various
fields, in particular on the management of informa
tion systems and data-processing centres, the use of
modern communications systems, including satellite-re
lated systems and the ready accessibility of software;
(9) requested the Secretary-General to present to the
Committee on Science and Technology for Develop
ment, in consultation with the Administrative Commit
tee on Co-ordination, as soon as possible, proposals
concerning the activities referred to in paragraph 8
above, including the list of studies to be undertaken
in the interests of developing countries and the modal
ities of the preparation of these studies, with the co
operation of the specialized bodies and intergovern
mental organizations referred to in paragraph 6 above.

468. At the same meeting,G the Council adopted
unanimously the draft decision whereby it took note
of the report of the Committee on Science and Tech
nology on its first session.s

B. Report of the Advisory COlluuittee 011 the
Application of Science and Technology to De
velopment

469. Introducing the tenth report of the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Tech
nology to Development,4 the Vice-Chairman of the Ad
visory Committee indicated that apart from its continu
ing concern with the review and implementation of the
World Plan, the Advisory Committee would hence
forth concentrate on the integration of science and
technology into the development process, devoting par
ticular attention to social aspects. He emphasized the
great importance attributed by the Advisory Committee
to its relationship with the Committee on Science and
Technology for Development and also welcomed the
co-operation so far initiated with the Committee for
Development Planning. He expressed some disappoint
ment that the Committee on Science and Technology
for Development at its first session had not been
able to discuss the statement prepared for it by the
Advisory COlTImittee.10 With reference to the targets
suggested in the ';Yodd Plan,l1 he hoped that in con
sid"ering the matter further developed countries would
agree to allocate part of their resources in science and
t~chnology to problems of developing countries to
match the resources being committed by these coun
tries in accordance with target I of the World Plan.
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479. In that resolution, the Council (1) noted with
appreciation the tenth report of the Advisory Com
mittee on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development;'! (2) expressed the hope that. the
co-operation being developed between ,the AdvIsory
Committee and the United Nations Development Pro
gramme in assessing and defining global p.rojects would
be intensified and broadened as appropnate, so as to
use to the full the wide range of competence of the
Advisory Committee; (3) welcomed the readiness of
the Advisory Committee to co-operate very closely
with the Committee on Science and Technology for
Development; (4) instructed the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development to ensure the alloca
tion of sufficient time at its second session for adequate
consideration of its relationship with the Advisory
Committee, the consideration of which was deferred
for ,lack of time at its first session (E/5272,3 annex I,
foot-note) .

480. Concerning the draft decision on the convening
0f the twentieth session of the Advisory Committee
on the Application of Science and Technology to
Development in 1974, th~ Chairman state? that !he
Council had already consIdered the questIOn dunng
the discussion of the calendar of conferences and that
therefore there was no need for the Council to act
upon that draft decision (see chapter XXI.D below).

C. The role of modern science and technology in
thp developlnent of nations

481. At the 659th meeting, the repres'entative of
Romania also on behalf of Argentina, Canada, Chile,
Pakistan,' Peru, Turkey, Yugoslavia and Zaire,. in
troduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.535) entItled
"The role of modern science and technology in the
development of. nations a~d !he need to .strengthen
economic techmcal and SCIentIfic co-operatIOn among
States". Algeria and Tunisia joined in sponsoring the
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.535).

482. At the 663rd meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland proposed amendments (ElAC.6/L.536) to
the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.535).

483. At the 665'1h meeting, the representa:tive of
Romania, on behalf of the sponsors, orally re~ised the
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.535) by proposmg that
the existing operative paragraph 9 be replaced by the
following text:

"9. Takes note of the considerations put forward
by the Secretary-~eneral on the possibility of con
vening an InternatIOnal Conference on SCIence and
Technology and requests the Committee on .Science
rlld Technology for Development to ex~mme. the
advisability of convening, at the appropnate tIme,
such a conference in ,the light of the elaboration of
a United Nations science and technology policy
in accordance with the present resolution;"
484. At the same meeting, the representative of

the United States proposed to replace operative para
grnph 1 of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.535) by
the following text:

"1. Requests the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development further to examine the report
of the Secretary-General (E/5238). at its second
session taking into account ,the VIews expressed
during the fifty-fifth session of. the Eco~omic and
Social Council nnd >the twenty-eIghth seSSIOn of the
General Assembly (if any) and to submit its com-
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ments and recommendations there01l to the Council
at its fifty-seventh session."
485. At the same meeting, the representative of

Romania accepted the proposed amendment of the
United States but stated that it should be placed as
a last operative paragraph 11, to which the representa
tive of the United States agreed.

486. At the same meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom orally proposed that the words
"the present resolution" be.inserted after the w<?rd
"account" in the new operatIve paragraph 11, WhICh
was accepted by ,the sponsors.

487. At the same meeting, the representative of
India made the following oral amendments to the
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.535) which called for
(a) the deletion of the words ",the conclusions and
recommendations contained in" in operative para
graph 1; (b) the addition, at the end of operative
paragraph 7, of the wor?s "by assisting ~n. the cl:eat~on
of an indigenous capaCIty for seU-sustammg SCIentIfic
and technological growth"; (c) the insertion of the
existing operative paragraph 7 af,ter operative para
graph 5 and (d) the replaoement of the words "an
International" in the revised operative paragraph 9,
by the words "a second United Nations".

488. At the same meeting, the representative of
A~gentina orally proposed the insertion of the words
"assess, seleot as well as" before the word "develop"
at the beginning of operative paragraph 4 (iv) of the
draft resoJution.

489. At the same meeting, the representative of
Romania, on behalf of the sponsors, accepted the
oral amendments proposed by the representatives of
India and Argentina, but proposed the deleHon of the
words "self-sustaining" (see paragraph 487 (b) above).
He further revised operative paragraph 8 of the draft
resolution by replacing the WOifd "Reaffirms" by the
word "Affirms" and by inserting the words "in accord
ance with resolution 1715 (LIII)" after the word
"Development" in the same paragraph.

490. At the same meeting, the ~epresentative of
the United Kingdom withdrew his first amendment
(ElAC.6/L.536, para. 1, "9"), and, on the suggestion
of the representative of Chile, supported by the repre
sentative of Venezuela, accepted the insertion of the
word "al,l" after ,the word "examine" and the deletion
of the word "alternative" in his second amendment
(E/AC.6/L.536, para.1,"10").

491. The representative of Romania, on behalf of
the sponsors, accepted the revised amendments pro
posed by the United Kingdom above.

492. The Committee then adopted the draft resolu
tion (ElAC.6/L.535), as orally revised, without ob
jection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

493. At its 1879th meeting,6 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (E/5413
and Add.l) ,7 adopted resolution 1826 (LV).

494. In that resolution the Council (1) took note
of the report of the Secretary-General on the role of
modern science and technology in the development
of nations and the need to strengthen economic, tech
nical and scientific co-operation among States (E/5238
and Add.1); (2) reaffirmed ,that it is the prerogative
of every country to decide, on a sovereign basis, its
scientific and technological priorities and the methods
it considers best sui,ted to deal with its problems in
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~ience and TeC~OI0gy f~r ~elop~e:t, ~~-:s~~
modem science and technology for development and I ,j

on this basis to appraise the resuHs achieved wHhin I: ;
the framework of the United Nations system to promote ~.

science and technology and their 'application to de- t i

velopment by ,the time of the mid-term review of the r!

goals and policies of Ithe Second United Nations De- I '
velopment Decade and to prepare biennial evaluations (
thereafter; (12) requested the Committee on Science r
and Technology for Development further to examine t
the ~eport of the Secretary-General at its second session, t
taking into account the present resolution, the views \'
expressed during the fifty-fifth session of the Economic l '
and Soc!al Coun~i1 and any views express,ed at the t '.'
twenty-eIghth seSSIOn of the General Assembly and to f :
submit its comments and recommendations thereon t
to the Council ,at its fifty-seventh session. k
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12 ElAC.6/SR,620, 622, 628, 632.
13 For the report of the Interregional Expert Group, see

Transfer of Operative Technology at the Enterprise Level
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.72.II.A.l).

D. Transfer of operative technology at the
enterprise level

495. At the fifty-fourth session, the Economic
Committee considered agenda item 6 (b) (Fiscal and
financial matters) at its 620th, 622nd, 628th and 632nd
meetings.12 It had befme it a report of the Secretary
General on the meeting of the Interregional Expert
Group on the Transfer of Operative Technology at
the Enterprise Level held from 21 10 26 June 1971
(E/5152).13

496. The Director of the Division of Public Finance
and Financial Institutions informed the Committee
that the question of the transfer of management and
production techniques involved a whole seiIies of
measures designed 10 make technical knowledge avail
able to enterprises in the developing countries.

497. The Inte.rregional Expert Group on the
Transfer of Operative Technology ,at the Enterprise
Level had stressed in its report the use of advisory
services at the projeot level, including the services of
interregional advisers. In fact a number of developing
countries had 'already received such assistance and
30 others had requested it.

498. The Expert Group had also 'stated that foreign
enterprises should contribute to establishing or im
proving research and develt:'pment facilities in develop
ing ,countries and thus facilitate the adaptation of
imported technology ,to 10caJ conditions and factor
endowments, la view with which other representatives
concurred in the course of the debate. It was felt that
the transfer of operative technology should also lead
to a better utilization of qualified staff in the developing
countries so as to restrict the brain drain.

499. Restriotions on the various forms of transfer
of technology should be 'eliminated or at least reduced,
and the independence and sovereignty of the develop
ing countries could be strengthened by amending their
legislation on industrial property to take their needs
into account. During the discussion other representa
tives also emphasized these points. Finally, the Director
drew the Committee's attention to ,the need for con
vening other meetings of the Expert Group, a sug
gestion that was welcomed by other liepresentatives.

500. Some representatives considered that the
country case studies provided valuable information
and suggestions and recommended that the Division of

th r field of science and technology; (3) recognized
the importance of developing coootries establishing
at the national level their own strategies for the promo
tion of science ,and technology in accordance with their
priorities and plans for development; (4) urged de
veloped countries and the competent organs of the
United Nations system to intensify and increase their
efforts to assist the developing countries, at the latter's
request: (a) to determine their strategies and priorities
concerning the promotion of science and technology at
the national Ilevel; (b) :to acceJerate the training of
scientists, engineers and other qualified personnel re
quired by their national development plans and pri
orities; (c) to strengthen their existing :scientific institu
tions and, .as appropriate, 'establish national research
ins'titutes and related scientific and technological struc
tures; (d) to assess, select and develop the necessary
technologies adapted to their specific conditions and
their 'economic and social systems; (e) to enjoy the
maximum benefit from the transfer of appropriate tech
nology, which should be effected on an equitable, non
discriminatory, and mutually acceptable basis, inter alia,
through an improved access to technology on fair and
reasonable l.::rms; (t) to study thoroughly the pos
sibilities of making use of advanced technologies with
a view to accelerating their economic and social
progress; (5) invited the developing countries to in
tensify their efforts to promote scientific and techno
logica,l co-operation among themselves, as a means
to achieve scientific and technological self-reliance;
( 6) considered that it is necessary to initiate new ac
tions to intensify international co-operation permitting
all countries, in particular developing ,countries, to
benefit from the achievements of modern science and
technology for the acceleration of their economic and
social progress by assisting in the creation of an
indigenous capacity for sdentific and technological
growth; (7) further considered that the planning of
activities in the field of science and technology in the
various organizations of the United Nations system
should be harmonized and gradually integrated into
a United Nations science and technology policy;
(8) affim1ed that the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for DeveJopment, in accordance with Council
resolution 1715 (LIlO of 28 July 1972, should be
the focal point for the elaboration and contimling
evaluation and assessment of United Nations policy
in the field of science and technology, and that the
Unit'ed Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and the United N a'tions Conference on
Trade and Development, in particular as regards the
transfer of tec1mology, the Advisory Committee on the
Apolication of Science and Technology to Develop
ment and other organizations of the United Nations
system concerned should co-operate with the Corn..·
mittee on Science and Technology for Development
in fulfilling its ,tasks; (9) took note of the considera
tions put forward by the Secretary-General on the
possibilityr o,f convening ,a second United Nations con
ferenoe vn science and technology and requested the
Committee on Science and TechnoJogy for Develop
ment to examine the advisability of convening, at the
appropriate time, such a conference in the light of the
elaboration of a United Nations ;science :and technology
policy in accordance with the present resolution;
(10) requested the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development to examine all methods whereby
developing countries could be assisted in th~ assess
ment of projects in the field of science and technology;
( 11) decided to evaluate, through the Committee on
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PubJic Finance and Financial Institutions should con~

tinue to prepare such studies ,eJQtending them to other
developed and developing countries, utilizing a comN

mon methodological framework.
501. It was pointed out by several repres,entatives

that the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) had estabUshed an Inter
governmental Group on the Transfer of Technology and
had undertaken extensive studies on the subject. To
avoid duplication and to allow the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs to attend to other matters
of priority, they felt therefore that it would be more
rational, at ,least for the present session, for the Council
to refer the matter to the UNCTAD Intergovernmental
Group, which should be the centraJ body dealing with
the topic.

502. A draft decision submitted by the delegations
of India, Ma,laysia and Yugoslavia, whe,reby the Council
would defer consideration of the item to its fifty-fifth
session, was before the CommiHee. At the 628th and
632nd meetings several representatives suggested that
consideration of the item be deferred to the fifty-sixth
session of the Council.

503. At the 632nd meeting, the representative of
India stated on behalf of the sponsors of the draft
decision that since the agenda for the fifty-fifth session
of the Council was already very heavy and it was hard
to justify the inclusion of a new Hem, the draft de
cision should be amended to the effect that the transfer
of technology would be considered in the ,context of
the item on science and technology. The sponsors did
not however feel that H should be postponed beyond
the fifty-fifth session. The representative of India orally
~evised the draft decision accordingly.

504. At the same meeting the draft decision was
adopted unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

505. At its 1858th meeting,14 rfue Council adopted
without objection the draft decision recommended by
the Economic Committee in its report (E/5349) ,15
whereby, having considered with interest the documents
on item 6 (b), "Transfer of operative technology at
the enterprise level", it decided to defer the question
to its fifty-fifth session, to be considered within the
context of the item on science and technology.

5'06. At the fifty-fifth session, the Economic Com
mittee considered agenda item 10 (f) (Transfer of
operative technology at the enterprise level) at its
657th meeting.16

507. The Chaivman, on the recommendation of the
officers of the Council proposed that the Council should
adopt a draft decision by which documents submitted
under this item (E/5152, E/5349) be transfelTed to
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment for consideration.

508. At the same meeting, the Chairman, taking
into account the comments made during the course of
the discussion, proposed that the words "and requests
other United Nations bodies concerned to co~operate

fully with UNCTAD" on this matter be 'added at the
end of the draft decision.

14 E/SR.1858.
15 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
16 ElAC.6/SR.657.
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509. At -the same meeting, the draft decision, as
"'raBy revised by the Chairman, was adopted without
objection, by the Committee.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

510. At its 1879th meeting,O the Council considered
the draft decision recommended by the Economic Com
mittee (E/5413 and Add.1).7 At the resuest of the
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics the Chairman proposed the insertion of the words
"concerning fis'cal and financial matters" between the
words "documents" and "submitted".

511. The Council then adopted the draft decision,
as orally amended, by 17 votes to none, with 3 absten
tions, by which it (a) decided that the documents
concerning fiscal and financial matters submitted to
it at its fifty-fifth session in connexion with agenda
item 10 (f) (E/5152 and E/5349) should be trans
ferred to the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development for ,consideration; (b) decided to request
other United Nations bodies concerned to co-operate
fully with the Conference on this matter.

E. Question of the establishment of a special
protein fund

512. The Committee considered the note of the
Secretary-General (E/5361 and Corr.1) and endorsed
the Secretary-General's suggestion that, since his con
sultations with the specialized agencies and the Ad
ministrator of UNDP with a view to working out
proposals for the operation and administration of a
protein fund had not been completed, his report on
the matter wouM be submitted to the Council at its
fifty-sixth session.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

513. At its 1879th meeting,6 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (E/5413/
Add.1 ),7 adopted unanimously the draft decision in
which it took note of the note of the Secretary-General
on the question of the establishment of a special fund
(E/5361 and Corr.1).

F. Outflow of trained personnel from the devel
oping to the developed countries

514. The Committee considered i1:em 10 (d) (OutN

flow of trained personnp-I £rom the dev,eloping to the
developed countries) at its 665th meeting.17 The Chair
man drew the attention of the members of the Com
mittee to 'the progress report of the Secretary-General
on the subject (E/5336) and suggested that the
Council might wish to decide to recommend to the
General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session that it
should defer consideration of the matter to a later
session. After accepting a 'suggestion by the representa
tive of Argentina, the Committee adopted a draft
decision as proposed by the Chairman whereby the
Council would recommend to the General Assembly at
its twenty-eighth session, to defer consideration of
the question of the outflow of trained personnel from
the developing to the developed countries, through the
Committee on Science and Technology for Develop
ment at its second Isession to the General Assembly
at its twenty-ninth session.

17 ElAC.6/SR.665.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

515. The Council, at its 1879th meeting,O on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (E/5413
and Add.1),7 adopted unanimously the draft decision
in which it decided to recommend to the General
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Assembly at its 1wenty-eighth session to defer to its
twenty-ninth session the consideration of the question
of the outflow of trained personnel from the developirig
countries to the developed countries, following examina
tion of that question by the Committee on Science
and Technology for Development at its second session.
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Chapter XII
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516. The Economic Committee considered item 11
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session (In
dustrial development co-operation) at its 638th to 641st
and 647th meetings.1 It had before it a note by the
Secretary-General tl.'ansmitting the report of the Execu
tive Director of UNIDO on the progress of the prepa
ratory work for the Second General Conference of
UNIDO (E/L.1555); a note by the Secretary-General
ocansmitting the report of the Group of High-level
Experts on a Long-range Strategy for UNIDO
(E/L.1556); and a note by the Secretary-General
transmitting the report of the Industrial Development
Board on its seventh session (E/5363).2

517. Introducing the report of the Board, the Presi
dent of the Industrial Development Board at its seventh
session drew attention to two items of e~traordinary

importance for the future of the organization which
the Board had considered, namely, the Second General
Conference of UNIDO and a long-range strategy for
UNIDO. The Board had approved the convening of
the Conference at Lima, Peru, from 12 to 26 March
1975'. It had adopted the provisional agenda, which
the Council was being requested to submit for approval
to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session.
The report of the Group of High...level Experts for a
Long-range Strategy for UNIDO had been given general
approval by the Board but it had felt that they could
not act upon the recommendations until they had been
given a more operational and concrete form and had
therefore established an Ad Hoc Committee of 27 mem
ber States with the dual task of identifying the pos
sibilities fol.' implementing the recommendations of the
experts and helping the Board to continue the work of
formulating a strategy for the Organization.

518. The Board had also adopted resolution 36
(VII), concerning exchange of formulas of industrial
development assistance among the developing coun
tries, and resolution 37 (VII), relating to the pro
gramme of action for the least developed of the
developing countries. Furthermore, the Board had
adopted three decisions relating to an increase in the
level of the United Nations regular programme of
technical co-operation from $1.5 million to $2 million
in 1975, with ·the addition to be devoted to the least
developed countries; administrative autonomy of
UNIDO; and an increase in rthe number of industrial
development field advisers and their financing.

519. The Executive Director of UNIDO reported
on several developments which had taken place since
the Board's seventh :session. UNIDO was consulting
with ECLA in connexion with implementation of the

1 ElAC.6/SR,638-641, 647.
2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth

Session, Supplement No. 16 (A/9016), transmitted to the
Coundl by a note of the Secretary-General (E/5363).
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recommendations of the 1972 Georgetown Conference
of Non-Aligned Countries, with a view to financing the
activities of developing countries ~n the exchange of
formulas of industrial development assistance among
these countries, which had been the subject of resolu
tion 36 (VII) of the Board. As regards a programme
of action for the least developed countries (resolu
tion 37 (VII)), planning was proceecling in co-opera
tion with ECAFE and UNESOB for holding a meeting
in Asia early in 1974, nimilar to that held at Addis
Ababa in February 1973 for the African countries.

520. The convening cf the Second General Con
ference of UNIDO was generaHy welcomed by the
members of the Committee. Severa~ delegations main
tained that such important conferences should be held
in the developing countries. A number of representa
tives stated that the budget for the preparation of
the Conference was inadequate and expressed the
hope that the General Assembly would find means of
increasing it so 1ha:t all necessary preparatory work,
including studies, documentation etc. could be under
taken to assure the success of the Conference.

521. The recommendations of the Group of High
level Experts (E/L.1556) received general approval
and were considered as a basis on which the Organiza
tion could plan its long-term strategy. Several l~epre

sentatives s'tressed the importance of the ,recommenda
tions relating to natural resources, while one repre
sentative stated that those recommendations had been
drafted in vague terms. Most representatives participa1
ing in the debate weJcomed the establishment of the
27-member Ad Hoc Committee to find ways and means
of implementing the recommendations of the Group of
High-level Experts and several of rthose which had
been e'lected as members of the Ad Hoc Committee
offered their full co-operation in its work. Several
representatives reserved their comments on the sub
stance of the Experts' report until the Ad Hoc Com
mittee had Icompleted its task.

522. On the question of administtative autonomy
for UNIDO, several delegations, dting financia:Iand
administrative constraints placed on the Organization
while the demands for its assistance to the developing
countries were increasing, supported decision II (VII)
of the Board. However, several other repres,entatives
opposed greater autonomy for UNIDO in adminiSJtrative
and financia~ matters as caUed for in this decision,
although they favoured greater autonomy in certain
specific administrative matters.

523. NIany representatives supported the proposed
increase in the level of the ,regular programme from
$1.5 million in 1975, although they pointed out that
the increase merely compensated for inflation and cur
rency realignments. However, several delegations op
posed ,the increase; one representative stated that the
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3 E/SR.1874.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social CoUlICi!1

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 11.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

526. At its 1874th meeting,3 the Council adopted
the draft decision recommended by the Economic Com~

mittee in its report (E/5385).4

527. In the decision, the Council took note of the
report of the Industrial Development Board at its
seventh session (A/9016),2 and decided to transmit
the report, together with the comments made by delega~

tions during the course of the Council's fifty-fifth
session on the question of industrial development co
operation, to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session.

T
.' -- .' ,-------......,.........':"..,.-~~- ...,..;;;;;;T:...-:,""-;;;;;.;,,~.;;;;-':.--:-~.------,-,-'--:::---~~----~--.--~_._.--~.-'-..-----:---..,~::-~=_. :.....,. ,==;:.:_:~~.::B~::_'ti~>.Nm~'!:i L

approval of the increase might be at the expense of mentioned therein". In the course of the dis'cussion

I
other programmes. he agreed to the wording proposed by the Chainnan

524. Several delegations supported the inorease in provided, however, thrut the exchange of views at the
the number of industrial development field advisers Committee would be reflected in the records of the
as proposed in decision III (VU) of the Board. Other Council. At the same meeting the Committee adopted
representatives, however, opposed the increase for the the draft decision proposed by the Chairman.
time being as the matter was sti1l the subject of con
tinuing consultations between the Administrator of
UNDP and the Executive Director of UNIDO and also
because it was to be taken up by the Governing
Council of UNDP at its seventeenth session in
January 1974.

525. At the 647th meeting, the Chairman suggested
the adoption of a draft decision in connexion with
agenda item 11 which read as follows: "The Economic
and Social Council takes note of the report of the
Industrial Development Board on its seventh session
(A/90 16) and transmits the report to the General
Assembly at its twenty-eighth session together with
the comments of delegations on this question." The
representative of Sri Lanka orally proposed the in
sertion of the following text in the draft decision:
"and invites the attention of the latter particularly
to paragraph 83 and recommendations I, Il and III
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Chapter XIII

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT CO.OPERATION

t
}

'.\..

Report of the Governing Council of the United
Natinns Environment Programme

528. The Economic Committee considered item 15
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session (Inter
national environment co-operation) at its 666th meet
ing.1 The Committee had before it the report of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment
Programme on its first session.2 The report was in
troduced by the Assistant Executive Director of UNEP.

529. In the ensuing discussion members of the
Committee expressed their appreciation of the report
of the Governing Council as well as its recommenda
tions to the Genera~ Assembly concerning the proposed
United Nations Conference-Exposition on Human Set
tlements. They considered that the first session of the
Governing Council had laid a sound basis for the
complex and important tasks which lay ahead of it.

530. Some representatives pointed to the differences
between the environmental problems confronting in
dustrialized societies and those arising from conditions
of poverty. They considered that environment pro
grammes should be developed with due regard to the
special circumstances of different countries. One repre
sentative expressed the view that the costs of environ
mental measures undertaken by industrialized countries
should be borne by those countries and should not
harm the economic interests of developing countries.
Another representative drew attention to the special
environmental problems of Icountries bordering deserts.
Referring to the unprecedented gravity of the present
situation in the Sahel region, he called for a programme
of international action to combat the spread of deserts.

531. With reference to questions of resource man
agement, in particular energy, one representative sug
gested that the role of UNEP should be defined in
relation to the Committee on Natural Resources and
the Committee on Science and Technology for De
velopment and that a common strategy should be
worked out for those bodies. He also suggested that
the Council should request the Inter-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization to take into account
the decisions and recommendations of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment and
the Governing Council of UNEP in its work in the
field of marine pollution, especially in connexion with
the IMCO Conference on Marine Pollution.

532. Several representatives expressed the view
that the second session of the Governing Council of
UNEP should be a business-like one and should con
centrate on initiating a manageable set of concrete

1 ElAC.6/SR.666.
2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth

Session, Supplement No. 25 (AI9025), transmitted to the
Council by document E/5373.

74

programme activities, designed to resolve practical prob
lems in the field of the environment.

533. At the 666th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.533)
and informed the Committee 'that Niger had become a
sponsor.

534. At the same meeting, in the light of sug
gestions made by various representatives and specific
amendments orally proposed by the ['epresentative of
Pakistan, the representative of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland revised the
draft resolution as. follows:. operative paragraph 3
snould. be deleted; III operatIve paragraph 4, the text
precedmg the words "to be detailed consideration"
should be replaced by "Considers that the Governing
Cou~cil shou~d as far as possible proceed quickly";
and In operatIve paragraph 5, the words "ample time
is provided for" should be deleted and the words "can
be held" should be added at the end of the same
pa[agraph.

535. At the same meeting, the draft reso~ution, as
orally revised, was adopted without objection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

536. At its 1878th meeting,S the Council on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee(E/5'409) 4

adopted without a vote resolution 1820 (LV) in which
it (1) took note of the report of the Governing Council
of ,the United Nations Environment Programme on
its first session (A/9025); (2) endorsed the con
clusions of the Governing Council contained in that
report and commended ,them to the General Assembly;
(3) considered that the Governing Council should as
far as possible proceed quickly with the detailed con
sideration of programme activities within the broad
priority areas identified at its first session, as contained
in its decision 1 (A/9025, annex I); (4) recom
mended to the General Assembly that it request the
Governing Council at its second session, at which
detaHed work programmes including proposals from
the Executive Director for activities to be supported
by the Environment Fund of the United Nations En
vironment Programme would be considered, to organize
its work in such a way that substantive discussions on
these programme activities and their funding could be
held; (5) expressed once again its gratitude to the
Government of Kenya, and its appreciation of the
detailed preparations designed to 'ensure all material
provisions for the success of the second session and
the effective functioning of the secretariat of the United
Nations Environment Programme.

r! E/SR.1878.
·1 Orficial Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 15.
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to improve UNFPA's administrative machinery. The
briefing sessions for delegations initiated by UNFPA
were welcomed.

543. One representative reaffirmed his Govern
ment's position to the effeot that it would Icontinue not
to contribute to the activities of UNFPA.

544. One representative called for recognition of the
position of those developing countries which felt that
development would be impaired by population control.
Some reprersentatives, on the other hand, pointed to
the growing concern throughout the world over the
increase in family size.

545. While a few representatives emphasized the
importance of assistance on the part of UNFPA in t' 'e
collection of basic demographic data and in traifi
and research, one spoke of the increased need h.'
assistance in family planning projects.

546. One representative suggested that, in addition
to its generally recognized task of assisting dGveloping
countries, UNFPA should also devote attention to the
population problems of developed countries.

547. Regarding institutional arrangements, the de
cision to put the Fund under ·the authority of the
General Assembly and have it report to the UNDP
Governing Council and the Economic and Social Coun
cil was generaHy wekomed. One representative felt
that the relationship of UNFPA to the two supervisory
bodies should be the same as -that of UNDP, and
another stated that the financial procedures of UNFPA
should be similar to those of UNDP.

548. The view was expressed that whatever the
institutional structure, the integration of population
activities with development assistance should not be
impeded.

549. While one representative felt that UNFPA
should also report to the Population Commission,
another opposed that view, stating that the Fund's
activities were broader than those covered by the Com
mission.

550. Several representatives stressed the need for
the Economic and Social Council to set out clear policy
guidelines for UNFPA, which should he formulated
in a long-term perspective, so as to take into account
the decisions to be made by the World Population
Conference. Several others, however, stressed the need
for firm guidelines now, so that the activities of
UNFPA would not be impaired.

551. One representative emphasized that co-ordina
tion in the population field came within the purview of
the Economic and Social Counoil, and that to give
UNFPA such authority would weaken the effe9!iveness
of the Council, which, on the contrary, had to be
strengthened.

75
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1 ElAC.6/SR. 620, 623, 624, 621), 629.

Chapter XIV

A. United Nations Fund for Population
Activities

537. The Economic Committee considered item 12
(a) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Population: United Nations Fund for Population A'c
tivities) at its 620th, 623rd, 624th, 626t.h and 629th
meetings.1 It had before it a report of the Executive
Director of the United Nations Fund f<)r Population
Activities (UNFPA) prepared .in consultation with the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme (E/5266).

538. In introducing the report, the Executive Direc
tor of UNFPA set out the aims and the current status
of the work being carried out by the Fund. He stated
that-to date-contributions to the Fund had been
received from 63 countries, and assistance had been
given to 78, all of them developing. By the end of
1972, a total of $79 million had been raised and
assigned to projects. The target for 1973 was $42 mil
lion.

539. The Executive Director enumerated the head
ings under which UNFPA classified approved projeots:
basic population data; population dynamics; popula
tion policy; family planning; communication and edu
cation; multisector activities; and programme develop
ment. The most ambitious programme to date under
the first heading was the African Census Programme.
He added that over a third of UNFPA allocations had
been for training.

540. Representatives generaUy expressed satisfaction
with the over-all progress made by UNFPA. They ex
pressed support for its activities and several announced
their contributions to the Fund for this year. A state
ment by the Executive Director that the Fund did not
prescribe any particular policy or approach, and that
the sovereignty of Governments and the rights of
parents were fully recognized, was generally welcomed.
The need for flexibility in the Fund was stressed by a
few representatives.

541. Some representatives endorsed the suggestion
that UNFPA should increasingly operate through Gov
ernments in recipient countries. One representative
stressed the importance of UNFPA's being more than
a mere funding organization.

542. Some representatives pointed to the fact that
often the implementation of UNFPA projects lagged
behind programming and that the executing agencies
of UNFPA did not complete their work quickly enough.
In that connexion. the statement by the Executive
Director that UNFPA was moving away from small
st;;ale towards more comprehensive country programmes
was welcomed. One representative mentioned the need
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552. While several representatives endorsed the
recommendations contained in the report of the UNFPA
Review Committee to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations., (.ne felt that they were too broad and,
specifically, th~t UNFPA should not be more than a
funding organization.

553. At the 623rd meeting the representative of
Malaysia, on behalf of his delegation and those of
Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Madagascar, Mali, the Philip
pines, Romania, Sri Lanka, Turkey and Uganda, in
troduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.500) concern
ing the activities of UNFPA.

554. The representative of Sweden submitted
amendments (ElAC.6/L.509) to the draft resolution
which were subsequently withdrawn in view of their
incorporation in a revised version of the draft resolu
tion (El AC.6/L.500/Rev.l) and in the amendments
of Brazil (E/AC.6/L.510).

555. The representative of Brazil submitted amend
ments (ElAC.6/L.510) to the draft resolution calling
for the replacement of the operative part of the draft
resolution by a new text, the fourth subparagraph of
which he later withdrew.

556. The representative of Spain submitted two
amendments (ElAC.6/L.511) to the draft resolution,
the second of which was subsequently withdrawn.

557. The sponsors submitted a revised draft resolu
tion (ElAC.6/L.500/Rev.1) and the representative
of Malaysia subsequently introduced another revised
version of the draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.500/Rev.2) ,
which provided for substantial changes in the operative
part.

55'8. The representative of Spain suggested oral
amendments to paragraph 1 (d) of the revised draft
resolution (ElAC.6/L.500/Rev.2) which called for
the replacement of the words "a leading" by the words
"an important" and the word "co-ordinate" by the
words "co-ordinate to co-ordinating."

559. At the 629th meeting, the representative of
Malaysia, on behalf of the sponsors, further revised
the draft resolution in response te some of the sug
gestions made at the meeting, by amending one
preambular paragraph; by inserting in operative para
graph 1 (a) after the words "international basis" the
words "with the assistance of the competent bodies of
the United Nations system"; by adding a new operative
parngraph 2 and renumbering the existing paragraph 2
accordingly; and by amending the existing paragraph 2.

560. At the 629th meeting, on a proposal by the
Chairman, the Committee decided, by 32 votes to none,
with 8 abstentions, to proceed to vote.

561. Requests were made at the same meeting for
separate votes on various parts of the draft resolution
and proposed amendments, by various delegations, as
follows:

(a) The representative of Sweden requested a sepa
rate vote on the first part of paragraph 1 of the
Bra7iIiC'n amendment, from the first word "States" to
the words "will be the following";

(b) The representative of Brazil requested separate
votes f0 r e1ch of his amendments;

(c) The representative of the Union of Soviet
Socia1i'='t Republics requested separate votes on the last
prenmb1l1ar raragraph; on the words "and family
planning" in Daragraph lea); and on paragraph led).

562. p. t the same meeting, the Committee voted
on the revi"rd draft resolution (El AC.6/L.500/Rev.2)
and the vnri"us amendments and suggestions as follows:

11

(a) It rejected, by 20 votes to 15, with 7 absten
tions, the introductory part of new operative para
graph 1 proposed by Brazil;

(b) It rejected, by 25 votes to 8, with 9 absten
tions, paragraph 1(a) proposed by Brazil;

(c) It rejected, by 26 votes to 9, with 8 absten
tions, paragraph 1(b) proposed by Brazil;

(d) It rejected, by 25 votes to 8, with 9 absten
tions, paragraph 1(c) proposed by Brazil;

(e) It rejected, by 22 votes to 7, with 13 absten
tions, paragraph 2 proposed by Brazil;

(I) It rejected, by 25 votes to 13, with 4 absten
tions, the first amendment proposed by Spain;

(g) It rejected, by 23 votes to 10, with 9 absten
tions, the first oral amendment by Spain to para
graph 1(d);

(h) It rejected, by 24 votes to 11, with 8 absten
tions, the second oral amendment by Spain to para
graph 1(d);

(i) It ,adopted, by 36 votes to 5, with 2 absten
tions, the last preambular paragraph;

(j) It adopted, by 30 votes to 6, with 7 absten
tions, the words "and family plamling" in para
graph l(a);

(k) It adopted, by 30 votes to 6, with 7 absten
tions, paragraph 1(d);

(1) It adopted, by 35 votes to none, with 8 absten
tions, the revised draft resolution as a whole as orally
revised.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

563. The Council at its 185'8th meeting,2 con
sidered the draft resolution recommended for adoption
by the Economic Committee (E/5347).3

564. On a sep~rate vote requested by the repre
sentative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
operative paragraph 1 (d) was adopted by 17 votes
to 5, with 5 abstentions.

565. On a roll-call vote requested by the repre
sentative of Malaysia, the Council adopted the draft
resolution by 22 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.
The voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Bolivia, Burundi, Chile, China,
Finland, France, .:-1aiti, Japan, Lebanon, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Mali, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger,
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
Amcflica, Zaire.

Against: None.
Abstaining: Brazi,l, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland,

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
566. In that resolution 1763 (LIV) the Council

(1) stated that the aims and purposes of the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities were (a) to
build up, on an international basis, with the assistance
of the competent bodies of the United Nations system,
the knowledge and the capacity to respond to national,
regional, interregional and global needs in the popula
tion and family planning fields, to promote co-ordina
tion in planning and programming, and to co-operate
with all concerned; (b) to promote awareness, both
in developed and in developing countries, of the social,
economic and environmental implications of national

2 E/SR.1858.
3 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fOlll'tli Session, Annexes, agenda item 12.
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and international population problems, of the human
rights aspects of family planning, and of possible
strategies to deal with them, in accordance with the
plans and priorities of each country; (c) to extend
systematic and sustained assistance to developing coun
tries at their request dn dealing with their population
problems, such assistance to be afforded in forms and
by means requested by the recipient countries and best
suited to meet the individual country's needs; (d) to
play la leading role in the United Nations system in
promoting population programmes, and to co-ordinate
projects supported by the Fund; (2) decided that the
United Nations Fund for Popubtion Activities should
invite countries to utilize the most appropriate im
plementing agents for their programmes, recognizing
that the primary responsibility for implementing rested
with the countries concerned; (3) requested the Gov
erning Council of the United Nations Development
Programme to submit annually to the Economic and
Sooial Coundl a report on the activities of the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities.

567. The Economic Committee considered item 8
(e) of the agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the
Council (United Nations Fund for Population Ac
tivities) at its 653rd to 657th, 661st, 664th and 667th
meetings.4 It had before it the reports of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme
on its fifteenth5 and sixteenth sessionsG both of which
included chapters on the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities, and a statement submitted by
15 non-governmentai organizations 'Concerning the Fund
(E/NGO/9).

568. The Assistant Director of UNFPA, in his in
troductory statement, noted that, in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 3019 (XXVII), the Eco
nomic and Social Council in its resolution 1763 (LIV),
inter alia, had stated the aims and purposes of the
Fund. Subsequently, he added, the Governing Council
of UNDP, at its sixteenth session, had examined in
detail the programme of the Fund and had adopted a
decision contained in parag!aph 247 of its report.6

569. In the ensuing debate, gen~ral satisfaction was
expressed with the decisions on UNFPA taken by the
Governing Council of UNDP at its c;;ixteenth session.
There was also a general expression of support for
UNFPA and of satisfaction with its achievements.
One representative believed that the Fund would come
to play an increasingly important and useful role, while
another stated that his Government. would increase its
contribution to the Fund in 1974.

570. One representative endorsed the request by
a non-governmental organization contained in docu
ment E/NGO/9 for participation by women in national
population commissions and in delegations to the World
Population Conference, 1974.

B. Report of the Population Com.ntission
011 its second speci31 session

5'71. The Economic Committee considered item 12
(b) of the agenda for the Counoil's fifty-fourth session
(Report of the Population Commission) at its 620th,
624th, 626th and 629th meetings.7 It had before it the

4 ElAC.6/SR.653-657, 661, 664, 667.
5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-

fifth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/5256). ,
6/bid., Supplement No. 2A (E/5365).
7 ElAC.6/SR.620, 624, 626 and 629.

report of the Population Commission on its second
Special sessionS and a letter dated 27 April 1973 from
the Permanent Representative of the Socialist Republic
of Romania to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General, inviting the United Nations to hold
the World Population Conference, 1974 at Bucharest
(E/5297).

572. The Secretary-General of the World Popula
tion Conference, introducing the report of the Popula
tion Comrr~ssion, said that the preparatory work for
the World Population Conference, 1974 within the
framework of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs included sending que&Honnaires to all Govern
ments, the answers to which would provide important
data. On behalf of the Population Commission, he
invited Governments to inform him of the policy they
were following, or expected to follow, on population
matters.

573. As part of the preparatory arrangements, a
symposium on population and development would
convene at Cairo from 4 to 14 June 1973; a symposium
on population and the family was planned for August
1973, the sHe of which was the subject of consulta
tions; a symposium on population, resources and en
vironment was scheduled for 24 September to 5 Oc
tober 1973 at Stockholm; and, finally, a symposium
011 population and human rights would convene at
Amsterdam from 21 to 29 January 1974.

574. Regional consultations would be organized to
determine the areas of generlli interest and possible
consensus in order to facilitate the work of the Con
ference. Thus, the Second Asian Population Conference
had already taken place at Tokyo, where a Declara
tion, previously considered by ,the Economic Com
mission for Asia and the Far East, had been approved.
Similarly, at the Quito meeting of the Economic Com
mission for Latin America, it had been decided to
convene a regional conference on population to be held
in Costa Rica in early 1974. In the same context, a
meeting of the countries of the UNESOB region was
planned at Beirut. The Secretary-General of the Con
ference would visit Addis Ababa at the beginning of
June for discussions with officials of the Economic Com
mission for Africa with a view to determining how
best -to hold regional consultations on population
questions. He was pleased to be informed by some
delegations that the Economic Commission for Europe
would be receiving proposals on the possible form of a
regional consultation on population in Europe.

575. The Advisory Committee of Experts on the
World Population Plan of Action had already met once
(E/CN.9/268)9 and was to hO'ld two more sessions,
tentatively scheduled from 16 to 23 July 1973 and
from 11 to 18 February 1974. The draft World Popula
tion Plan of Action would also take into account the
results of the work of the symposia, reports and other
work being undertaken in the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, by the specialized agencies and
by experts and the conclusions reached in governmental
consultations.

576. With regard to the site of the Conference, he
referred to the resolution adopted by the Population
Commission.10

R Official Records of the Economic and Social Councill, Fifty
fourth Session, Supplement No. 8 (E/5264).

9 Ibid., Fifty-third Session, Supplement No. 12, paras. 47-57.
10 Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 8, para. 164

(E/5264).
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11 Ibid., para. 38.
12 Ibid., para. 46.

crete steps for solving problems at an international
level.

5'82. The results of the Conference should have a
bearing on the review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade which would take place in the
middle of the Decade and, in particular, should relate
the World Population Plan of A:otion to the Strategy.11

583. It was felt that the four symposia mentioned
by the Secretary-General of the World Population Con
ference should not be devoted to academic discussions
but should focus rather on particufar areas which were
relevant to issues expeoted to come before the Con
ference. The views of the Commission were welcomed,
especially the view ,that the symposia would provide
the Conference with the best available scientific advice,
and an array of options for action was suggested. What
the symposia should distil from the technical discussiom.
should be dIe diverging views among the experts taking
part in the symposia frankly made explicit and, in the
formubtion of conclusions, no attempt should be made
to obscure real differences of opinion by artificial con
sensus or compromise.

584. Some representatives expressed the view that,
where too rapid an increase in population would in
fact constitute an obstacle ,to development, the United
Nations could not remedy the situation ,through any
action on its part. Instead, more attention should be
given to mass poverty and ,the means of eradicating 1t,
since the problem was more social and economic in
character than demographic. Measures for resolving it
should be aimed, above :all, at eliminating existing social
inequalities,

585. Many representatives noted the contribution
from specialized agencies and also that 1he arrange
ments had been reviewed by ,the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination's Sub-Committee on Popula
tion at its seventh session held from 8 to 13 March
1973. The view was expressed that it was important
for the specialized agencies to submit their contributions

. in time, particularly those for lthesymposia. Many
delegations noted with interest the consultations that
were taking place with the secretariat of the United
Nations Environment Programme on population and
environment.

586. Representatives noted the; plans for all Gov
ernments to receive Conf'erence documents at least
90 days12 in advance of the Conference so that they
could study them in detaiL They would welcome the
circulation to Governments by the Secretary-General of
the Conference of the draft rules of procedure for the
Conference by the end of June.

587. Representatives welcomed the organization of
the tribune at the time of the Conference and the
participation of youth. The Committee was informed of
the activities under consideration by the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities to involve the participa
tion of youth as part of World Population Year, 1974.
A working group of young people had met at Turin
in July 1972 and several meetings were being prepared
to enable young people, if they wished, to express their
views on population questions. Exactly what arrange
ments would be made for the par,ticipation of youth
in the wider framework of the Conferenc'e, inoluding
the population tribune, would be determined in the
light of the expressed wish of youth groups thems'elves.

577. Since the Commission's second special session,
the Acting Director of the Office of dIe Secretary-Gen
eral of the Conference had visited Bucharest from
11 to 15 April 1973 and, at the invitation of the
Government of Romania, the Secretary-General of
the Conference had himself visited Bucharest on 17 and
18 April. Those 'consultations had been followed by a
technical mission of ,the Office of Conference Services
at the end of April 1973. All had concurred that
Bucharest had the necessary services and facilities to
receive a conference 'comparable in sC()!~'c and duration
to the United Nations Conference OL the Human
Environment, held at Stockholm in June 1972.

578. The Population Commission had also discussed
activities parallel to the Conference-in particular, the
population tribune. The Commission had taken note of
the fact that the Conference of Non-Governmental
Organizations in Consultative Status with the United
Nations Economic and Social Council planned to organ
ize and manage a population tribune as an activity
parallel to the Conference. The Commission ,agreed
that the United Nations should not bear responsibility
for the planning and organizMion of the tribune,
although it was expected that the Secretary-General
would assist the Conference of Non-Governmental
Organizations by providing it with information and
access to the documents as they were prepared. The
Government of Romania had indicated that it would
welcome parallel activities, including the population
tribune and that it would make available for that
purpose the Faculty of Law at the University of
Bucharest. The Commission also noted that the Govern
ment of Romania would welcome the par.ticipation of
youth at the Conference.

579. Most representatives expressed a growing
awareness of the interrelationships between population
and development; natural resources and the environ
ment; human rights and family well-being. Discussion
of world-wide population problems in recent years had
shown that there was an increasing awareness of their
complexity and diversity land that there were no simple
or universal solutions. The work of the Conference
should be set against that background.

580. A few representatives indicated that a number
of countries followed population policies different from
those of the majority of the developing countries,
because they had to struggle against the problem of
underpopulation and, in order to encourage large
families, .their policies had been concerned with the
optimum distribution of population in their territory.
For this reason, they welcomed paragraphs 15 and 38
of the report. 8 The interrelationship between popula
tion and economic development in their view had shown
that the peak periods of economic boom due to the
indus,trial revolution had always been accompanied,
if not preceded, by high rates of population growth,
which tended to leve.l off as a result of development.
Other representatives, however, stressed that high
population growth in many regions of the world was
adversely affecting economic development and exercis
ing high pressures on education, food, nutrition etc.;
that slowed down the economic development of their
countries.

581. It was generally !agreed that since the objective
of the World Populadon Plan of Action was to improve
the quality of life, the P,lan should enjoy the support
of as many countries as possible. Consequently, it would
need to take into account divergent views. A few
delegations indicated that the Plan should suggest con-
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588. Most representatives welcomed the arrange
ments being under.taken by the Conference of Non
Governmental Org2uizations for a population -tribune.

589. At the 629th meeting, upon the proposal of
the Chairman, the Economic Committee adopted with
out objection a draft decision regarding the second
special session of the Population Commission and the
site of the World Population Conference, 1974.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

590. At its 1858th rneeting,13 the Council, on
the recommendation of the Economic Committee
(E/5347),14 adopted without objection the draft de-

13 E/SR.1858.
14 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 12.
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cision regarding the second special session of the
Population Commission and the site of the World
Population Conference, 1974.

591. In the decision, the Council took note of ,the
report of the Population Commission on its second
special session,8 as wen as of the statement made by
the Secretary-General of the World Population Con
ference at the 620th meeting of ,the Economic Com
mittee, and decided to accept, with deep 'appreciation,
the invitation extended by the Government of Romania,
in the letter dated 27 April 1973 from ,the Permanent
Representative of the Socialist Republic of Romania to
the United Nations addressed to ,the Secretary-General
(E/5297), to hold the World Population Conference,
1974 at Bucharest in August 1974.

•

l'J;i
~ j

\

. I
r.",\
',"i



•

Chapter XV

STATISTICS

I ,
, ,

Report of the Statistical Commission

592. The Economic Committee consider.ed item 11
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Report of the Statistical Commission) at its 631st
meeting.1 It had before it the report of the Statistical
Commission on its seventeenth session;2 and a note by
the Secretary-General (E/L.1540) concerning the
report.

593. In introducing the report, the Director of the
Statistical Office drew the Committee's attention to the
significant progress made with regard ,to the co-ordina
tion of the statistical activities and the strengthening
of the statistical services of the developing countries.
Commenting on the report, a number of representatives
expressed general support of the important role of
statistics in the review and appraisal of the Inter
national Development Strategy and stressed ,th'e im
portance of helping the developing countries with their
s'tatistical development. They expressed approval of the
establishment of closer relations between the producers
and users of statistics. There was general agreement

1 ElAC.6/SR.631.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fiftym

fourth Session, Supplement No. 2 (E/5236).
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regarding the Statistical Commission's views on recom
mendations 9 (a) (b) (c) in the report of the Joint
Inspection Unit on the programme of recurrent publica
tions of the United Nations (A/8362). One representa
tive felt that the ideas underlying the system of material
product balances were not sufficiently reflected in a
number of projects dealt with in the Commission's report
and hoped that efforts, would be made in future sta
tistical work to give greater importance to the practices
of the socialist countries.

594. At the 6318t meeting, the Committee adopted
without objection a draft decision proposed by the
Chairman.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

595. At its 1858th meeting,S the Council on the
recommendation of the Econom.i:c Committee (E/5348
and Corr.1),4 without objection (1) took note with
appreciation of the repor't of the Statistical Commission
on its sev,enteenth session; and (2) approved the pro
gramme objectives recommended by the Statistical
Commission in its report.

3 E/SR.1858.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fiftym

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 11.
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Chapter XVI

FISCAL AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS
1",
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

606. The Council at its 1858th meeting7 considered
the report of the Economic Committee (E/5349)8 and
adopted, without a vote, the draft reso[ution recom
mended by the Economic Committee.

607. In resolution 1764 (LIV), the Council (1)
Invited the Secretary-General to continue, in co-opera
tion with the regional economic commissions and the

7 E/SR.1858.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.

stability of agreements involving private foreign invest
ment required that a reasonable share of benefits
should accrue to the host country. Joint ventures
between foreign investors and local inter,ests-public. or
private--should help to reduce the degree of foreIgn
control over the economy of the host country and
especially to protect the country's interest with regard
to profits, royalties, foreign e~change, and thus. t.o
maximize the transfer of operative teclmology at mIDl
mum cost.

602. Most representatives welcomed the work of the
United Nations in the field of promotion of private
foreign investment in developing countries and endorsed
in principle the major findings and suggestions of the
world-wide panel held at Tokyo. They said that develop
ing countries should adopt appropriate measures for
inviting, stimulating and making effective use of foreign
private capital through appropriate control and r,egu
latory measures. They also felt dlat such action would
have to be sdective as Icertain areas called for greater
emphasis. Conditions should be developed for sustained
and mutually profitable operations both for the host
countries and the foreign investors.

603. One representative expressed the view that
the Secretariat should not play the role of intermediary
by encouraging the expansion of foreign investment h~
the developing countries. He stated that the United
Nations should aim primarHy at protecting the interests
of these countries by formulating standards and rules
for relations in that field.

604. At its 620th meeting, the representative of
Madagascar, also on behalf of Burundi, Colombia,
Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Mali, Niger, the Philippines,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia and Zaire introduced a
draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.497/Rev.1), which he
revised orally in response to suggestions made during
the discussion.

605. At the 632nd meeting, the representative of
Madagascar on behalf of the sponsors introduced the
revised draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.497/Rev.2). The
Economic Committee adopted the revised draft resolu
tion without objection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

599. At its 1878th meeting,3 the Council adopted
without objection the draf~ decision recom~ended. to
it by the Economic CommIttee (E/5410),4 In whIch,
bearing in mind the note by the Secretary-General o~

the mobilization of financial resourices (E/5356), It
decided that further work on the subject of the mobil
ization of financial resources be continued by the Com
mittee for Development Planning.

1 ElAC.6/SR.667. , . F'
2 Official Records o! the Economic ana Social Council, lfty

fifth Session, Supplement No. 5 (EI5293).
3 E/SR.1878. . 1 'l p'!
4 Official Records of the Ecqnomic and Socla Councl, I ty-

fifth Session, Annexes, agenda Item 12.
5 ElAC.6/SR..620, 622, 628, 632. .
6 For the report of the Panel, see Panel on Foreign Invest

ment in Developing Countries, Tokyo, 29 November-2 Decem
ber 1971 (United Nations publication Sales No. E.72.II.A.9).
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B. Pl'Olnotiml of private foreign investment in
developing countries

600. The Economic Committee considered item
6 (a) of the agenda for the fifty-fourth session .of the
Council (Fiscal and financial matte~s: promo~lOn of
private foreign investment in developmg countnes) at
its 620th, 622nd, 628th and 632nd meetings.a It had
before it a report ~f the Se~reta.ry-General.(E/5114)
on promotion of pnvate foreIgn Investment ill develop
ing countries.

601. In an introductory statement .the l?irector. of
the Division of Public Finance and FmancIaI Institu
tions said that the Panel on Foreign Investment in
Devdopino Countries6 which had met at Tokyo from
29 November to 2 December 1971 has provided a v,ery
useful opportunity for improving the investment climate
as well as useful guidelines for foreign investors. The

A. Mobilization of financial resources

596. The Economic Committee considered item 12
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Mobilization of financial resources) at its 667th meet
ino.1 It had before it a note by the Secretary-General
Olf the subject (E/5356) and considered suggestions
contained in paragraph 116 of the report of the Com
mittee for Development PJanning on its ninth session.2

597. At the 667th meeting, the Chairman orally
proposed that the Committee recommend to the Council
a draft decision whereby the Council would decide
that further work on the subject of the mobilization
of financial resources be ,continued by the Committee
for Development Planning.

598. The Committee adopted the draft decision
without objection.

.'
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specialized agencies concerned, to organize world-wide
or regional panels on private foreign inv,estment in
developing countries, taking duly into account the
relevant policies and principles in this field established
by the United Nations system; (2) Recommended the
Secretary-General to organize, at the national, regional
and world levels, in co-operation with the regional
economic commissions and the Governments of the
countries concerned, panels and seminars with a view
to the advanced training of negotiators on private
foreign investment in developing countries; (3) Re
quested the Secretary-General to report to the Economic
and Social Council, at one of its sessions in 1975, on
the progress in these matters.

c. Tax treaties between developed and
developing countries

608. The Economic Committee considered item
6 (c) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Tax treaties between developed and developing coun
tries) at its 620th, 622nd and 632ndmeetings.9 It had
before it reports of the Secretary-General on the third
and fourth meetings of the A d Hoc Group of Experts
on Tax Treaties between Developed and Developing
Countries (E/5123 and E/5'258).1O

609. In an introductory statement the Director of
the Division of Public Finance and Financial Institu
tions stated that the question of tax treaties was closely
connected with international trade and investment, as
doubJe taxation represented a serious obstacle to their
development. The Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Tax
Treaties between Developed and Deve~oping Countries
in its four meetings had succeeded in achieving a broad
consensus on guidelines relating to business profits and
investment income. Three significant issues would figure
extensively in the future programme of the Ad Hoc
Group: the question of effectiveness of tax incentives;
international tax evasion and avoidance; and inter
national income allocation, including the question of
transfer pricing, which was of particular importance in
connexion with multinational corporations.

l) ElAC.6/SR.620, 622, 632.
10 For the report of the Group on its third meeting, see Tax

Treaties between Developed and Developing Countries,' Third
report (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.n.xVI.4).
The report of the fourth meeting will be issued as a United
Nations publication.
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610. Many representatives expressed ,their satisfac
tion with the work of the Ad Hoc Group and par
ticularly with the guidelines formuJated for the negotia
tions of tax treaties and recommended that the Group
shouad be continued on a regu~ar basis as recommended
by the Secretary-General. It was stressed that the
successful work of the Group had contributed to the
improvement of international co-operation in the eco
nomic field.

611. At the 620th meeting the repres'entative of
Trinidad and Tobago, also on behalf of the Philippines,
the Sudan and Tunisia, introduced a draft resolution
(E/AC.6/L,495), which Japan, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Sri Lanka, Turkey and the United States joined in
sponsoring. During the discussion the draft resolution
was revis,ed orally.

612. At the 630th meeting, the representative of
Trinidad and Tobago, on behaU of the sponsors, orally
made two revisions calling for ,the replacement of ,the
words "particularly with respect to" in paragraph 1,
by the words "in such ar,eas as" and the rewording of
paragraph 2. At the same meeting, the Committee
adopted ,the draft resolution as revised, without ob
jection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

613. The Council at its 1858th meeting11 considered
the report of the Economic Committee (E/5349)12
and adopted without objection the draft reso~ution

recommended by the Economic Committee.

614. In the resolution 1766 (LIV) the Council,
( 1) requested that the Group of Experts on Tax
Treaties between Developed and Developing Countries
to continue its work on guidelines for tax treaties
between developed and developing countries and to
study the implementation of ,tax agreements in such
ar,eas as income allocation, international tax evasion
and avoidance and tax incentives. It further, (2) re
quested the Secretary-Genera[ to make necessary
arrangements for convening the Group at regular in
tervals, (3) invited the Secretary-General to report to
the Council on the results of its future meetings.

11 E/SR.1858.
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
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Philippines had joined the list of sponsors, and intro
duced or~l revisions,. agreed upon by the sponsors,
whereby III the penultImate preambular paragraph the
words "in many developing countries" would be re
placed by the words "in many countries, particularly the
developing countries," and the last line of operative
paragraph 2 (b) would be reworded to read "problems
of rational management of coastal areas, particularly in
developing countries".

620. During the discusion, it was stressed that the
proposed programme would by no means prejudice the
work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea
Bed or of the forthcoming Conference on the Law of
the Sea.

621. One represent'ltive said that the magnitude of
marine wealth was illustrated by the fact that as much as
15 to 20 per cent of the world's oil deposits were
situated undf.r the sea-bed and that there were also
vast stocks of mineral resources which it would be pos
sible to exploit commercially in the faidy near future.
However, as emphasized by another representative, by
reason of the increasingly intensified and diversified
exploitation of ocean space by more and more sophis
ticated technology, there was a growing threat to na
tional and international interests from conflicts of use
and from the spread of contamination. There was there
fore an urgent need for the Council to promote eco
nomic, scientific and technological co-operation in order
to minimize adverse effects and maximize benefits, espe
cially to technologically less advanced States.

622. At the 502nd meeting, one member of the
Committee stressed the considerable financial resources
and highly developed technology required for marine
exploration and exploitation that rendered international
co-operation essential for the developing countries.

623. At the same meeting, it was pointed out that,
in order to carry out studies on the uses of the sea,
the organizations of the United Nations system would
need the consent of the sovereign States in so far as
zones within their jurisdiction were concerned. Further
~~re th~ States concerned should. have the right to par
tICIpate III the research and to be mformed of its results'
the publication of any related information would hav~
to be subject to their approv8Jl; and finally, the organ
izations of the United Nations system would have to
encourage the development of research in each country.

624. At the 503rd meeting, one representative re
minded the Committee of the difference between the
interests of the industrialized and the developing coun
tries: in the latter the overriding concern was to stim
ulate development by exploiting coastal areas while
in the former the emphasis feU on a more ~fficient
management of their reSOUJ.'lces. Priority shoUld be given
to facilitating access for developing countries to scien-
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1 ElAC.24/SR.501, 502, 503, 505, 506. .
2 In accordance with rule 76 of the Council's rules of proce

dure.
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Chapter XVII

Marine co-operation

615. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
19 of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Marine co-operation) at its 5018t 502nd 503rd,
505th and 506th meetings.1 It had bdfore it the report
of the Secretary-GeneraJ on marine co-operation
(E/5332), a study prepared by the Secretary-General
on the uses of the sea (E/5120) and a note by the
Se.cretary-General on new opportunities opened up by
SCIence and technology in the development of coastal
and marine ar,eas (E/C.8/12).

.616. ~n an introductory 'statement, the Assistant
DIrector-Ill-charge Ocean Economics and Technology
Branch, Resources and Transport Division said that
the proposals of the Secretary-General contained in his
report did not in any way conflict with the work of
the Committe,e on the Peacefu~ Uses of the Sea-Bed
and the Ocean Fllool' beyond the Limits of National
Jurisdktion. The subject of marine co-operation was
of no sma11 concern since out of a total of approximately
145 sovereign States, 118 bordered the sea. Over the
last 'severwl decades much had been learned about the
r~sources of the sea and the ability of the coastal en
VIronment to support abundant Hfe. The sea would
b~come an increasingly important source of energy,
mmerals and food, and would remain a vital link for
world trade.

617. There was a need for an interdisciplinary ap
proach to coastal area management, which would have
to ,,:ccommodate various economic activities, while pro
tectmg the frequently fragile coastal and marine envi
ronment. Organizations of the United Nations system
wer~ involved in assisting developing countries in such
SP~CI~C sectors as fisheries, maritime transport and
sCIentIfic research.

618. It was necessary to ensure that Governments
particularly those of the developing countries had
access to information on scientific and technical devel
opments in marine space which would assist them in
making decisions and would also provide an over-all
framework in any int~rnational effort. As this pro
~~amme was proposed, It was hoped that the opportun
ItIes offered by the sea would create a new dimension in
the economic growth of many countries and provide
additional impetus towards the attainment of the goals
set forth in the International Development Strategy.

619. At the 501st meeting the representative of Tri
nidad and Tobago on behalf of her delegation and those
of Barbados, Canada, Chile, Iceland,2 Malta2and Sudan,
introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.24/LA74). She
also announced that Madagascar, New Zealand and the
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4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

636. At its 1876th meeting,S the Council, on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5399),4 adopted the draft resolution by 17 votes
to none, with 3 abstentions.

637. In resolution 1802 (LV) the CouncH (1) re
quested the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the
appropriate speciaHzed agencies and the competent
bodies at present concerned with marine affairs; (a) to
strengthen his capability of collecting economic and
technical information relating to the development of
the resources and uses of th~ sea and to arrange for the
regular dissemination of relevant information in the most
appropriate way; (b) to prepare on a regular basis an
updated version of his study on the uses of the sea,
based on the ,latest information available in the eco
nomic, technical and scientific fields and drawing upon
the expertise of the various competent bodies concerned
within the United Nations system, which version should
also include a summary of existing arrangements in the
United Nations system for making available to interested
countries, particularly the developing 'countries, informa
tion on advances in technology and the transfer of such
technology to them and a compendium of relevant
statistics; (c) to make that study available to Member
States and the governing bodies of the various special
ized agencies and the International Atomic Energy
Agency and other United Nations institutions engaged
in activities relating to marine affairs, and, on request,
to other interested bodies; (d) to report, at least bien
nially, to the Council on the implementation of sub
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) above, transmitting also
the comments of the governing bodies of the various
specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency and other U!"lited Nations institutions
concerned with marine affairs; (2) further requested the
Secretary-General, in co-operation with the competent
organizations of the United Nations system, and in
particular the regional economic commissions and other
regional technk~l bodies: (a) to undertake a com
prehensive interdisciplinary study to identify and review
the problems of coastal area development, using for
that purpose the expertise of the entire United Nations
system, both in technical and scientific matters and also
in development planning; (b) to submit to the Council
at its fifty-ninth session, proposals, based on the above
mentioned interdisciplinary study, for coastal area de
velopment, particularly in developing countries, includ
kg proposals for possible appropriate action at the
regional and subregional levels; (3) requested the
organizations of the United Nations system concerned,
and also the regional economic commissions, to give
full support to the Secretary-General in that task;
(4 ) invited the Administrative Committee on Co
ordination to prepare a concise report covering the
work programmes and the spheres of competence of
the components of the United Nations 'system in the
field of marine science and its applications, in order
to avoid overlapping and duplication of activities in
that field, and to present that report 'to the Economic
and Social Council at its fifty-ninth session.

635. The Committee then adopted the revised draft
resolution (ElAC.24/L.474/Rev.l), as orally r,evised
and as nmended, by 30 votes to none, with 4 absten
tions.

tific and technological information and to promoting the
transfer of technology.

625. Another representative pointed out that even
tuaJly the Council would have to consider in what fields
of marine co-operation bilateral and multilateral ap
proaches would be appropriate and what were the most
suitable forms that ,co-operation should take; at present,
however, the main emphasis shouJd be on the promo
tion and co-ordination of marine resources development.

626. In the course of the 501st, 502nd and 503rd
meetings, Pakistan, Tunisia and Yemen joined the
sponsors of draft resolution ElAC.24/L.474.

627. In view of a number of oral suggestions and
amendments, made notably by France, Netherlands,
Pakistan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Kingdom and Yugoslavia, at the 505th meeting the
representative of Trinidad and Tobago, on behalf of
the sponsors, introduced a revised draft resolution
(ElAC.24/L.474/Rev.l) , taking into account some of
the proposed amendments.

628. At the same meeting, the representative of the
Netherlands introduced amendments (ElAC.24/L.478)
to the revised draft resolution.

629. With regard to the revised draft resolution)
the representative of Japan orally proposed the replace
ment in operative paragraph 1 (a) of the words "to
strengthen his capability of" by the words "to increase
his efforts substantiaJ1ly with a view to strengthening the
capacity of the United Nations system in".

630. The r,epresentative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics also proposed oral amendments to
the revised draft resolution. The first called for a new
paragraph to be added after the third preambular
paragraph to read as follows:

"Recognizing that successful and comprehensive
exploration of the world's seas and the use of the
resuHs of that exploration for the benefit of all
mankind are possible only through international co
operation among all countries, based on the right to
carry on such ,exploration freely and without any
discrimination whatsoever".

The second called for the insertion of the words "espe
cially the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission
of UNESCO" between the words "United Nations
system" and the words "both in technical" in operative
paraaraph 2 (a). He also requested that all references
to "~oastal areas'; be deleted from the revised draft
resolution since that concept had yet to be defined.

631. At the 506th meeting the representative of
Trinidad and Tobm~o, on behalf of the sponsors, orally
revised the revised draft resolution by inserting the
words "drawing upon the expertise of the various com
petent bodies concerned within the United Nations
system" between "document E/5120" and "based on
the latest" in operative paragraph 1 (b).

632. The representative of· the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics withdrew the proposal for an ad
ditional preambular paragraph that he had made at
the 505th meEting.

633. At the same meeting the Committee adopted
the amendments submitted by the Netherlands
(ElAC.24/L.478) by 27 votes to 1, with 5 abstentions.

634. In view of this decision, the representative of
Japan withdr~w the oral amendment he had proposed
at the previous meeting. '
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

644. The Council, at its 1850th meeting,2 .adopted
the draft reso~ution recommended by the Economic
Committee (E/5232)3 by 19 votes to 6, with one
abstention.

645. In resolution 1734 (LIV) the Council (1) en
dorsed the recommendations of the United Nationsl
IMCO Conference on Internationa~ Container Traffic
that further studies be carried out and completed by
the end of 1974 by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, in co-ordination with the
regional economic commissions and with the co-opera~

tion of the appropriate regional and subregional bodies
and other international organizations, in particllliar the
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza
tion and the Internationa~ Civil Aviation Organization,
on an the relevant aspects of international combined
transport of goods, including such matters as repercus
sions in the fields of international trade and transport,
~alance of payments, ~osts of inter~ational transport,
msurance and the conSIstency of the mternationa[ com
bined transport of goods with national policies on
t~ansport, trade and insura~ce, bearing in mind par
ttculartly the needs and reqwrements of the developing
co~ntries :and taki~g into accoun~ the report of .the
Thrrd Mam Comnuttee of the Umted Nations/IMCO
Conference (E/CONF.59139IRev.l) and the studies
already made on the subject; (2) requested the Trade
and Development Board to establish, following the
pattern of the Preparatory Committee for the United
Nations Conference on a Code of Conduct for Liner
Conferences (see General Assembly resolution 3035
(XXVII)), ~n int.ergovernme~ta~preparatory group for
the elaboratIOn, III consultatIOn ,as aopropriate with
~th~r bodies of the UJ?-ited Nations system, of a pre
IImmary draft conventIOn on international intermodal
transport, taking into account the report of the Third

Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Vene
zuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Against: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland,
France, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America.

Abstaining: Spain.
643. The result of the Committee's vote on the

draft resolution made it unnecessary to proceed to a
vote on the draft resolution submitted by the United
Kingdom of Great Britain land Northern Ireland
(ElAC.6/L.489).
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TRANSPORT MATTERS

1 ElAC.6/SR.594-596.

A. United Nations/IMCO Confereltlce on
International Containe!" Traffic

638. The Economic Committee considered item 5
of the agenda for the CouncH's organizational session
(Recommendations of the United Nations/IMCO Con
ference on International Container Traffic) at its 594th
to 596th meetings.1 It had before it a note by the Secre
tary-General containing the text of a resolution adopted
by the United Nations/IMCO Conference on Inter
national Oontainer Traffic (E/5230).

639. At the 594th meeting, the representative of
Brazil introduced a draft resolution, on the recom
mendation of the United Nations/IMCO Conference,
sponsored by Algeria, Brazil, Chile, Egypt, Indonesia,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Sri
Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago, Yugos~avia and Zaire
(ElAC.6/L.488). In the course of his introduction,
the representative of Brazil orally revised the draft
resolution by replacing, in the last lline of operative
paragraph 2, the word "and" by a comma aud by
adding, at the 'end of the paragraph, the words "and,
once they are ready, also the result of the studies
referred to in operative paragraph 1". Colombia and
India joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

640. At the same meeting, the representative of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
introduced a draft resolution on the same subject
(ElAC.6/L.489).

641. At the 5'95th meeting of the Committee, the
representative of Brazil, on behalf of the sponsors, and
in response to proposals made by members of the Com
mittee, further orally revised the draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.488) by inserting in the fifth line of oper
ative paragraph 1, after the word "organizations", the
words "in particular the Inter-Governmentai Maritime
Consultative Organization land the International Civil
Aviation Organization"; by rewording operative para
graph 2; by deleting operative paragraph 3; and by
revising present operative paragraph 4, which would
become operative paragraph 3.

642. At t;~e 596th meeting, the Committee had
before it a revised text of the draft resolution (ElAC.61
L.488/Rev.1), which Mali and New Zealand had joined
in sponsoring. On a roll-eaU vote requested by the
representative of Zaire, the Committee adopted the
revised draft resOl1ution by 36 votes to 11, with 1 .absten
tion. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia,
Brazil, Burundi, Chile, China, Colombia, Egypt, Ghana,
Guinea, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Lebanon, Mada
gascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia, New Zealand, Niger,
Peru, PhiHppines, Poland, Romania, Sudan, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

"
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Main Committee of the United Nations/IMCO Con
ference, other relevant reports and, once they were
ready, also the result of the studies referred to in
paragraph 1 above; (3) further requested the Trade
and Deve[opment Board to authorize the intergovern
mental preparatory group, referred to in paragraph 2
above, to meet ,as early as possible in 1973 and to
make available its conclusions on the subject to the
Economic and Social Council early in 1975, with a
view to the convening of a plenipotentiary conference
as envisaged in subparagraphs (c) and (d) of para
graph 1 of resolution 7 of the United Nations/IMCO
Conference on International Container Traffic.

646. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 24 (a) of the agenda of the fifty-fourth 'session
(United Nations/IMCO Conference on International
Container Traffic) at its 462nd, 463rd and 466th
meetings.4 H had before it a report of the Secretary
General (E/5250), which contained the operative para
graphs of resolutions 4 and 5 of the Conference, in
the form of recommendations for consideration by the
Economic and Social Council. Resolution 4 deailt with
container standards for international multimodal trans
port, while resolution 5 deatt with international carriage
of dangerous goods and their identification and marking.

647. At the 463rd meeting, the representative of
Brazil, on behaU of his delegation and that of Canada,
introduced a draft resolution on container 'standards of
international mu[timodal transport (E/AC.24/L,438).

648. During the discussion, a number of delegations
commented on the desirabHity of convening an ad hoc
inter-governmental gronp particularly with a view to
considering the practicability of eventually drawing up
an international agreement on container standards. The
representative of France proposed an amendment to
the draft resolution (E/AC.24/L,438) calling for the
insertion, at the end of operative paragraph 2, of the
words "as well as financial and administrative implica
tions of convening it". The amendment was accepted
by the sponsors. Some delegations expressed reservations
whHe others supported the draft text submitted by
Brazil and Canada. The representative of Algeria pro
posed the insertion, at the end of the French amend
ment, of the word "ad hoc intergovernmenta~ group".
This amendment was also accepted by the 'sponsors.

649. At the same meeting, the representative of
Canada, on behalf of his delegation and that of Japan,
New Zealand, and the United States of America, in
troduced a draft resolution on the international carriage
of dangerous goods and their identification and marking
(E/AC.24/L,439). None of the delegations that com
mented on this draft resolution were opposed to it.

650. At its 466th meeting, the Committee adopted
draft resolution E/AC.24/L,438, as oraUy revised,
without objection. The Committee also adopted draft
resolution E/AC.24/L,439, without objection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

651. At its 1854th meeting,5 the Council, without
objection, adopted the draft resolutions recommended
by the Co-ordination Committee (E/5295).6

65'2. In resolution 1742 (LIV), the Council (1)
decided that an ad hoc intergovernmental group should
be convened, in co-operation with other concerned

4 ElAC.24/SR.462, 463, 466.
:; E/SR.1854.
6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 24.

organizations of the United Nations, ,as appropriate,
at the end of 1975, in order to assess the work done
by the International Organization for Standardization
and to determine what future action to take in this
field, with a view to considering the practicability of
eventually drawing up an international agreement on
container 'standards; (2) requeSited the Secretary-Gen
eral, in co-operation with other concerned organizations
of the United Nations, to submit to the Economic and
Social Council at its fifty-sixth session a report sug
gesting the terms of reference of the group and a
provisional agenda of its meeting, as well as the
financial and administrative implications of that meeting.

653. In resolution 1743 (LIV) , the Council
( 1) invited the international organizations concerned
to foster the adoption of a single system of identifica
tion, classification and labelling of dangerous goods at
the earliest practicable opportunity; (2) requested the
Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous
Goods: (a) to continue to investigate the divergencies
currently existing in the modal practices applicable to
the transport of dangerous goods in respect of their
classification, identification, JabeHing and packaging and
(b) to report to the Economic and Social Council on
the progress of its investigations and recommendations
concerning the steps that should be ,taken with a view
to bringing about uniformity in the various modes;
(3) requested Governments and the international organ
izations concerned to co-operate with and assist the
Committee of Experts in its investigation to the fullest
possible extent.

B. Transport of dangerous goods

654. The Co-ordination Committee considered
agenda item 25 (b) (Transport of dangerous goods)
at its 463rd and 466th meetings.7 It had before it a
report of the Secretary-General on the transport of
dangerous goods (E/5241) dealing with the work of
the Committee of Experts on the Transport of dan
gerous goods at its seventh session (E/CN.2/CONF.5/
49 and Add.1) -and of its subsidiary bodies over the
past two years.

655. At the 463rd meeting, the representative of
the United States of America, on behalf of his delega
tion and that of France and of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, introduced a draft
resolution concerning the work of the Committee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
(E/AC.24/L.440). During the discussion, the repre
sentative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
suggested, as did the representative of China, that th·e
sponsors should amend operative paragraph 3 (e) of
the draft resolution (E/AC.24/L,440) so that there
would be no discrimination against ,any of the official
languages of the United Nations.

656. At its 466th meeting, the representative of
the United States of America stated ·that the sponsors
of the draft resoJution (E/AC.24/L,440) had decided
to revise operative paragraph 3(e) taking into account
the comments made by the delegations of China and
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The Secretary
of the Committee, commenting on the financial implica
tions of paragraphs 3(a) and 3(e), said that an -amount
of $9,200 would be required to issue the supplement
in English and French and $9,000 would be required
to publish the illustrated glossary in each of the official
languages, totalling $18,200.

7 ElAC.24/SR.463 and 466.
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657. At the 466th meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.440) as or~lly revised,
without objection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

658. At its 1854th meeting,5 the Council, at the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5295),6 adopted resolution 1744 (LIV) in which
it (1) commended the experts and rapporteurs on their
excellent work; (2) decided to add to the terms of
reference of the Committee of Experts on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods the grouping of dangerous goods
along the lines indicated in paragraph 5 (a) and (b)
of Council resolution 1488 (XLVIII); (3) requested
the Secretary-General, in the light of the report by the
Committee of Experts on its seventh session: (a) to
amend the recommendations of the Committee of
Experts in accordance with the proposals contained in
its report on its seventh session and to publish the
amendments so adopted in the form of a supplement
to the recommendations; (b) to circulate the aforesaid

87

supplement to Governments of Member States, to the
speciaHzed agencies and the InternationaJI Atomic
Energy Agency, and to the other international organiza
tions concerned; (c) to take the measures necessary
at the Secretariat ,level to enable the work called for
under the programme of work proposed by the Com
mittee of Experts to be prepared; (d) to convene
meetings of the Committee of Experts and of its sub
sidiary bodies in the light of the programme work;
(e) to publish the illustrated glossary in the English
and French versions approved by the Committee of
Experts and in Spanish, Russian and Chinese; (4) in
vited Governments of Member States, the specialized
agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency and
the other international organizations concerned to
transmit to the Secretary-General 'such comments as
they may wish to make on the amended recommenda
tions and to inform him, if possible, within six months
foHowing the receipt of the supplement containing the
amendments adopted by the Committee of Experts, to
what extent the recommendations will be applied.
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tasks, the United Nations and various specialized agen
cies inevitably had responsibilities in some degree in
those areas of activity.

662. In the light of those !Clarifications, the review
by the Meeting of the draft agreement on co-operation
and relationships between the United Nations and the
future Wofl1d Tourism Organization, prepared by the
Secretariat, had resulted in the introduction of a clause
on the recognition by the World Tourism Organization
of the responsibilities of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies, which might involve, inter alia,
matters rellated to tourism. The Meeting had otherwise
reached a consensus on the text of the draft agreement.

663. The Ad Hoc Meeting had also recognized that
better co-ordination in the programming of the activities
in the field of tourism could best be achieved at the
intergovernmental level through the guidance given by
the Council and at the intersecretariat level through
ad hoc interagency meetings organized within the ma
chinery of ACC, supplemented as necessary by special
arrangements and bilateral consuHations.

664. Introducing the documents before the Com
mittee, the Chief, Transport Section, Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, informed the Committee
that it had not proved possible to set up a single unit
for tourism within the Department of Economic and
SociaJ Affairs as envisaged in the report (E/5148 and
Corr.l). The reason was that the scheme could only
be implemented as part of the over-aU reorganization
of the Department, which had not so far taken place.

665. In the debate, the representative of China
reherated his Government's insistence that the repre
sentative of Chiang Kai-shek be expelled from member
ship in JUOTO and consequently in the World Tourism
Organization.

666. The de~egations of India, Spain, Turkey and
Yugoslavia expressed their respective Government's
interest in hosting the headquarters of the Wofl1d
Tourism Organization.

667. At the 473rd meeting, a draft resolution
(ElAC.24/L.454) was introduced by the representative
of Kenya, on behalf of Madagascar, Trinidad and
Tobago, Uganda and Yugoslavia. Subsequently, the
delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, India, the
Philippines, Tunisia, Venezuela and Zaire joined as
co-sponsors.

668. The representative of Chile suggested the in
corporation in the preamble of a reference to resolu
tion 37 (III)2 of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development as well as the addition of an
operative raragraph inviting the Secretary-General to
submit a progress report on the actions taken to
implement that resolution.

669. A revised draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.4541
Rev.1) to accommodate the suggestions by Chile was
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Chapter XIX

65'9. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
21 of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Tourism) at its 472nd, 473rd, 475th land 476th
meetings.1 It had before it the report of the Secretary
General reviewing the work in the field of tourism
(E/5148 and Corr.l), the report of the Secretary
General on co-operation and relationships between the
United Nations and the future World Tourism Organ
ization (E/5167), the updated progress report on the
negotiations between the United Nations and the Inter
national Union of Travel Organizations (JUOTO) con
cerning the agreement between the United Nations and
the future World Tourism Organization (E/5167 I
Add.l ) , the report of mOTO on its activities
(E/L.1535), and the note by the Secretary-General
(E/L.1536) transmitting the text of a resolution on
tourism adopted on 13 May 1972 by UNCTAD at its
third session.2

660. Two of the documents (E/5167 and Add.l)
were to have been submitted to the Council at its
fifty-third session but had not been considered owing
to the Council's deferment of the consideration. of
tourism to its fifty-fourth session. The Committee also
had before it the recommendations of the Committee
on Programme and Co-ordination, based on its con
sideration of those Qocuments at its thirteenth session.s

661. In an oral report submitted pursuant to the
recommendations of CPC at its thirteenth session,
relative to the implementation by IUOTO of resolu
tion 2758 (XXVI) of the United Nations General
Assembly, the Assistant Secretary-General for Inter
Agency Affairs stated that the Secretary-General of
IUOTO had officially informed him that the question
had been included in the agenda of the ninety-filth
Meeting of the Executive Committee of IUOTO, held
at Warsaw from 12 to 16 June 1973, for the appro
priate action called for in IUOTO and consequently
in the World Tourism Organization when it came into
operation. The oral report also inoluded a stateme.nt
on the outcome of the second Ad Hoc Inter-Agency
Meeting on Tourism Matters, held at United Nations
Headquarters on 26 and 27 April 1973 and attended
by the Secretary-General of IUOTO. In particular, the
Secretary-General of JUOTO had informed the Meeting
that the statement reproduced in paragraph 3 of docu
ment El5167I Add.1 was not intended to signify Hmt
the World Tourism Organization was claiming exclusive
responsibility with respect to the tasks enumerated in
paragraph 9 of document E/5167. He said that, be
cause of the broad and general nature of most of those

1 ElAC.24/SR,472, 473, 475, 476.
2 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade

and Development, Third Session, volume I, Report and An
nexes, annex I, resolution 37 (Ill).

3 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty
fourth Session, Supplement No. 7 (E/5273).
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introduced by the representative of Brazil at the 475th
meeting.

670. The representative of Spain suggested inserting
a reference to national measures in addition to inter
national measures aimed at ameliorating the position of
the developing countries in the international tourism
market.

671. The representative of France suggested that
the word "strongly" be deleted from paragraph 2.

672. The representative of the United Kingdom
suggested reformulation of the phrase "identify the
causes of the imbalances" in paragraph 1.

673. At the 476th meeting the representative of
Kenya introduced a second revision of the draft resolution
(ElAC.24/L.454/Rev.2) , which was a compromise
text reflecting all the observations by various delega
tions. The revised draft resolution, after being orally
amended, was adopted by ,the Committee without a
vote.

674. The representatives of Canada, France, USSR
and the United Kingdom announced that their sup
port of the consensus did not mean that their Govern
ments had taken any stand with regard to the ratifica
tion of the World Tourism Organization statutes.

675. At the same meeting ,the representative of
Pakistan, also on behalf of Argentina, Chile, Romania
and the Sudan, introduced a draft decision (ElAC.241
L.4S8) .

676. The Committee adopted the draft decision by
consensus.

677. The representative of the United States wished
it to be recorded that his delegation had not taken
part in the consensus decision because it believed that
it was inappropriate for the Council to give guidance
to non-governmental organizations.

678. The representative of Brazil stated that if a
vote had been taken on the draft decision, his delega
tion would have abstained.

679. The representative of China said that ills
delegation was gratified by the adoption of the draft
decision, which was in conformity with General Assem
bly resolution 2758 (XXVI).

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

680. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council adopted
without objection the draft resolution as recom
mended by the Co-ordination Committee in its report
(E/5337).5

681. The representative of the Union of Soviet
~ocialist Republics stated. that -the support by his delega
tIon of the draft resolutIOn was on the understanding
that the text did not prejudge his country's position
regarding ratification of ,the World Tourism Organiza-
tion statutes. .

682. In resolution 1758 (LIV) , the Council (1)
requested the Secretary-General to invite the Inter
national Union of Official 'Travel Organizations, in
consultation with the United Nations Conference on

4 E/SR.1855.
I) Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 21.

Trade and Development and other bodies concerned,
to make a study on the impact of international tourism
on the economic development of developing countries,
with special emphasis on the actual revenue earned by
the developing countries and the proportion of the
developing countries' gross revenue frora this tourism
accruing to the developed tourist-exporting countries,
and to suggest, for consideration by the Gene.ral Assem
bly, through the Economic and Social Council, the
necessary national and international measures aimed
at amcHorating the position of the developing countries
in the international tourism market; (2) invited the
Secretary-General to submit the above-mentioned study,
together with his recommendations, including a report
on the actions taken to implement the objectives and
provisions of resolution 37 (Ill) of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Develo. ~.lent to the General
Assembly at its twenty-ninth s~ssion, through the Eco
nomic and Social Council; (3) reiterated the unanimous
invitation to Member States, contained in resolution 37
(Ill) of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, to take the earliest possible decision
regarding the ratification of the statutes of the World
Tourism Organization, the establishment of which had
been recommended by the General Assembly in its
resolution 2529 (XXIV) and 2802 (XXVI), so that
it might start to function at the eal1liest opportunity
and contribute effectively to the development of tourism
in general and its rapid growth in the developing coun
tries in particular; (4) requested the Secretary-General
to submit to the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth
session, through the Economic and Social Council, a
progress report on the status of the ,statutes of the World
Tourism Organization.

683. At the same meeting, the Council adopted
without objection the draft decision recommended by
the Co-ordination Committee in its rep0fot (E/5337).lS

684. The representative of the United States reiter
ated his position that his delegation had refrained from
taking part in the Council's action on the draft decision
because it did not believe that it was appropriate for
the Coundl to give guidance to non-governmental
organizations. The representative of Brazi'l said that if
there had been a vote on the draft decision, his dele
gation would have abstained. The representative of
China said that his delegation had fully endorsed the
draft decision because it believed it was wholly con
sonant with the spirit of General Assembly resolu
tion 2758 (XXVI).

685. In the decision, the Council took note of the
statement made by the representative of the Secretary
General at the 472nd meeting of the Co-ordination
Committee on the question of the implementation by
the International Union of Official Travel Organizations
of General Assembly resolution 2758 (XXVI) of
25 October 1971 and of the reply received thereto
from the Secretary-General of the International Union
(see ElAC.24/SR.472). While expressing satisfaction
at the prompt action taken so far in the matter the
Council decided to invite the General Assembiy of
the International Union of Official Travel Organizations
to take appropriate steps to ensure the implementation
of Assembly resolution 2758 (XXVI) as soon as
possible.
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Chapter XX

SECOND UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE STANDARDIZATIONS OF
GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES

686. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
22 of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Second United Nations Conference on the Standardiza
tion of Geographical Names) at its 464th and 465th
meetings.1 It had before it the report of the Secretary
Genera~ (E/5249 and Add.l) on the Second United
Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geo
graphicail. Names. The Conference was attended by
128 representatives and observers from 52 countries,
two international organizations and five scientific organ
izations. The Conference considered the work of the
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical
Names, including the guidelines to be followed in
future sessions of ,the Group.

687. At its 465th meeting, the Committee had
before it a draft decision proposed by the Chairman
(ElAC.24/L.442). At the 'same meeting, the repre
sentative of the Philippines orally proposed the inser
tion of the words "and the relevant provisions of
General Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV)" at the
end of paragraph (c). The Committee adopted the
dratt decision (ElAC.24/L.442), as orally amended,
without objection.

1 ElAC.24/SR,464, 465.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

688. At its 1854th meeting,2 the Council endorsed,
without objection, ,the recommendations of ,the Co
ordination Committee (El5294),3 by which it (a) took
note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
Second United Nations Conference on the Standardiza
tion of Geographical Names (E/5249) and the recom
mendations of ,the Conference contained therein;
(b) endorsed the recommendation of the Conference
that the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on GeographicaJ1.
Names should henceforth be called "United Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical Names"; (c) ac
cepted with appreciation the invitation of the Govern
ment of Greece to hold the Third United Nations
Conference on Geographical Names at Athens from 1 to
22 June 1977, bearing in mind the administrative and
financial implications of holding such a Conference
(E/52491Add.1) and the relevant provisions of Gen
eral Assemb~y resolution 2609 (XXIV).

2 E/SR,1854.
3 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexr2s, agenda item 22.
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was expressed that the report had demonstrate~ the
usefulness of a compilation and analysis of natI?naI
experience and that it should be regarded as a serIOUS
effort to survey the need for fundamental and structural
changes in society and to identify the measm:es for
achieving such changes. On the other hand, It ~as

pointed out that the replies of Memb~r 8t8;tes, on WP.ICP.
the report was based, did not contam ul11formly SIgl11
ficant information and that that shortcoming was re
flected in the analysis contained in the report. It was
a1~o stated that there were many ways to achieve social
progress and economic and social development and that
it would be false to assume that the experiences of one
or several countries in that particular area would be
transferable in practical terms for the benefit of other
countries.

693. ':::'he Committee considered draft resolution I,
entitled "Report on national experience in achieving far
r~aching social and economic ch~nges for purp~,se of
social progress", and draft resolutIOn 11, entItled Con
cerning the experience of States in carrying out funda
mental democratic social and economic changes for
purposes of social progress", which had been recom
mended by the Commission for adoption by the. Council
(E/5252,2 chap. XIII).

694. At the 712th meeting, the representative of
Pakistan introduced a draft resolution sponsored by
Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, Haiti, Madagascar, Pakistan,
Peru the Philippines, Trinidad and Tobago and Yugo
S'lavi~ (ElAC.7IL.641) which represented an attempt
to merge the texts of draft resolutions I and II of the
Commission for Social Deve~opment. Amendments sub
mitted by the rep~esentative of Pakistan (ElAC.7/
L.637) to draft resolution I and by the representatives
of Pakistan and Guinea (ElAC.7IL.632) ,and by the
representative of New Zealand (ElAC.7IL.637) to
draft resolution 11 were withdrawn.

695. At the 713th meeting, on the proposal of the
representative of Trinidad and Tobago, the Committee
agreed to replace draft resolutions I and II by the text
of draft resolution ElAC.7IL.641, which Chile also
joined in sponsoring.

696. At the 715th meeting, the representative of
Pakistan on behalf of the sponsors, introduced a revised
draft re~olution (ElAC.7 IL.641/Rev.l), which was
further orally revised by tthe sponsors by deleting the
words ",long-term work" and by inserting, the words
"of work" after the word "programme", in paragraph 5.

697. At the same meeting, the revised draft resolu
tion was orally revised once more with the acceptance
by the sp~nsors of a? ame~df!1ent by th~~ repr~sentative
of the Ul110n of SOVIet SocIalIst Repubhcs to Insert the
words "inter alia" after the word "founded" in the eighth
preambular paralITaph and to replace the word "qualita
tive" by the word "progressive" and to insert the word
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Chapter XXI

1. Far-reaching social and economic changes
for the pW'pose of social progress

692. Members of the Committee had mixed rea~tions
to the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.5/478
and Add.1 and Corr.1 and 2, Add.2 and Co.rr.1, Ad~.3
and Corr.1) which was prepared on the. basl's .of re~hes
of Governments on their nationa~ expenence m achIev
ing far-reaching social and e:conomic changes for }he
purpose of social progress. On the one hand,the VIew

1 ElAC.7 ISR.708-713, 715. . .
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Flfty

fourth Session, Supplement No. 5 (E/5252).
3 Ibid., chap. XII.

A. Report of the Coullnission for Social
Development

689. The Social Committee considered item 17 .of
the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session (Socml
development: (a) report of .the Commission ~or

SociaJ Development; (b) promotI~m of th~ co··operatIve
movement during the Second UnIted NatIOns Develop
ment Decade) at its 708th, 709th, 710t1.1, 711th,
712th 713th and 715th meetings.1 The Committee had
befor~ it for subitem (a), the report of the Com
mission for So·;ial Development on its twenty-third

• 2seSSlOn.
690. Introducing the report of the Commission, :the

Assistant Secretary-General for Sodal Development and
Humanitarian Affairs assured ,the Social Committee that
the work programme proposals to be. subJ!1itte? to t~e
Council at its fIfty-fifth session~ at WhIC~ tIme It would
consider the postponed agenda Item relatmg to the work
prooramme and budget for 1974-1975 and the medium
ten;' plan for 1974-1.977, were be!ng; .prepare~ in
accordance with the prmClples and pnoI1ltIes contamed
in the Commission's resolution 6 (XXIII).3 She stated
that the Commission had been reassured regarding its
deep concern about the effect of the reorganization of
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, by
means of which the Centre for Sooial DeveJopment and
Humanitarian Affair,s had been established, on the im
plementation of the Commission's w~rk, and on~he
continued effectiveness of the SecretarIat 's substantive
support.

691. The Committee noted that the draft resolu
tions recommended by the Commission fOl adoption
by the Economic and Social Council reflect~ correc~ly

the conception of devC:'1opme1?-t as a. dynamIc an~ .m
tegrated process dedicated to .Improvm~ l~vels ?~ hvmg
for the population and ~stabllshI1?-& sO~tal equali~y and
justice on a wider ba~is of partIr.ap~tIOn. It .was sug
gested that the provislOns of CouncIl resolutIOn 1139
(XLI), paragraph 1, should .be .adhered to a~ 8; means
of raising the ~evel of expertIse m the CommIssIon.
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"social" before the word "changes" in the penultimate
preambular paragraph.

698. Also at the same meeting, tJ.,r· Committee
adopted the revised draft resolution, as ;.j;':;4.llv revised,
by 40 votes to none, wHh 2 abstentions. J

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

699. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council, by 24
votes to none, with 1 abstention, adopted the draft
resolution recommended by the Social Committee
(E/5328,5 para.24).

700. In the resolution (1746 (LIV)), the Council
( 1) expressed its thanks to the Secretary-General for
his r~port, which reflected various approaches towards
the goal of achieving far-reaching social and economic
changes for purposes of social progress; (2) stressed
tpe great importance of fundamental internal. demo
cratic ,social and economic changes designed to safe
~ard national. independence ~nd to ensure a speedy
Improvement m the weU-bemg of the population;
\3) regarded it as its task to promote the implementa
tIOn of article 18 (b) of the Declaration on Social
Progress and Development, that is the promotion of
democratically based social and institutional reforms
and motivation for change basic to the elimination of
all forms of discrimination and exploitation and con
ducive to high rates of economic and social progress,
and drew the attention of Governments to this recom
mendation; (4) recommended that appropriate meas
ures 'should be taken at all levels to ensure more active
participation by the entire population, including the
working force, in the production, preparation and execu
tion of economic and social development policies and
programmes designed to achieve far-reaching social and
economic changes for the purposes of ,social proo-ress,
taking into account the experience of other Go~ern
ments in this field; (5) further recommended that the
Se'cretary-General should, in consultation with the
United Nations Rec;:,=,?:rcl1 Institute for Social Develop
ment, cOl ~nue 1he study of national experience in
carrying out fun I lamental democratic social and eco
nomic changes for purposes of social progress, make a
detailed analysis of this question in his reports on the
world social situation and inolude it in the programme
of work of the Commission for Social Development;
(6) decided to include this question on the agenda for
its fifty-sixth sess'ion and recommended its inclusion in
the agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the General
Assembly.

2. Report on a unified approach to
cl,evelopment (lnalysis and planning

701. The Committee noted that since the concept
of a unified approach had first been put forward in
1969, the importance of integrating the economic and
the sodal approaches to development was generally
accepted. It was emphasized that the international
community must ,learn how to use the concept as a tool
of development planning, and must attempt to identify
the pattern of social goals and the types of social pro
grammes which would complement economic growth
and accelerate the development process. Planning should
not be a purely technical function performed by
speciaUsts. It should involve the population as a whole,

4 E/SR.1855.
5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 17.

in particular the local authorities. Such a procedure
would require a systematic dialogue between planners
and politicians.

702. In -the course of the discussion, amendments
to draft resolution Ill, which was recommended by the
~~mmission for S?cial Development (E/52s2,u chap.
XIII), were subnutted by Pakistan (E/AC.7/L.633).

703. At the 712th meeting, the Committee .voted
on the draft resolution and the amendments before it
as follows:

(a). On a separate vote, requested by the repre
sentatIve of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northe!n Ireland, it adopted the fifth preambular para
graph uy 30 votes to none, with 15 abstentions;

(b) It adopted, by 32 votes to none, with 13 absten
tion.s, the amendment by Pakistan (ElAC.7IL.633)
caHmg for the deletion of the words "of States Mem
bers of the United Nations" in the first Hne of para
graph 4;

(c) It adopted, by 30 votes to 3, with 12 abstentions,
the ~e?ond amendment by Pakistan (ElAC.7IL.633)
provIdmg for the replacement of subparaoraph (d) of
paragraph 4 of the draft resolution by a ~ew text;

(d) .It unanimously adopted the third amendment
by PakIstan (ElAC.7IL.633) calling for the addition
of a new subparagraph (I) at the end of operative
paragraph 4 of -the draft resolution;

(e) It adopted the draft resolution, as a whole as
amended, by 45 votes to none, with 1 abstention. '

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

704. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council, by 25
votes ~o none, with 1 abstention, adopted the draft
reso~utlon recommended by the Social Committee
(E/5328,u para.24).

70S. In the resolution (1747 (LIV)), the Council
(1) considered it appropriate to regard comprehensive
and unified national planning :",8 a means of achieving
balanced social and economic development; (2) believed
th~t a practical application of a comprehensive and
umfied approach to development planning mio-ht call
for social and economic structural changes; (3r recog
nized that a strengthening of the public sector could be
vital for comprehensive and unified national planning;
(4) recommended that the Governments should:
(a) c1ose~y tie up plan?ing with national goals;
(b) pursue a policy WhICh would be directed at
estabHshing so~i~l equaHty and justice and improving
standards of lIvmg for the bulk of the population'
(c) (mcourage wider participation and co-operation i~
the dev.elopment process-in setting the goals, im
plemcntmg the plans and enjoying the benefits of
dc~elopment; (d) implement the. goals, targets and
polIcy measures of the InternatIOnal Development
Strategy for. the. Second United Nations Development
Decade, takmg mto account the recommendations of
the Declar~tion 0l?- Social Progress and Development;
(e) examme thclr dcvelopment strateoies, national
plans and structures from the point of ~iew of their
conformity.wi~h the requi,rements of a unified approach
and the prmclples of SOCIal development and peace in
the world; &.1.i (f) co-operate with each other in order
to achieve tlw above ends; (5) requested the Secretary
General: (a) to continue studies of the question of the
unified approach to development analysis and planning
taking into account the International Development
Strategy and the need for its implementation, which is
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710. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted,
by 42 votes to none, with 4 abstentions, the amend
ment by the representative of the Netherlands
(ElAC.7IL.639) to add a new paragraph 3 and, by
42 votes to 4, the amendment to add a new para
graph 4.

711. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
unanimously the draft resolution, as amended.

712. Members of the Committee agreed that im
portance should be given to the preliminary comments
and proposals by the Commission in its resolution 5
(XXIII)3 and the Committee decided to recommend
to the Council the adoption of a decision (E/5328,5
para.20) to transmit resolution 5 (XXIII),3 entitled
"Review and appraisal of the impJementation of, the
International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade", adopted by the
Commission for Social Development at its twenty-third
session, to the Committee on Review and Appraisal at
its second session and, taking into account the com
ments made in the Council at its fifty-fourth session to
consider the Commission's comments and proposals
contained in that resolution at the Council's fifty-fifth
session when taking up the item on review and appraisal
of the International Development Strategy for the
Second United Nations Development Decade.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

713. At its 1855'th meeting,4 the Council adopted
without objection the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee (E/5328,5 para.24).

714. In the reso~ution (1748 (LIV)), the Council
(1) noted that, owing to the lack of appropriate docu
mentation the Commission for Social Development at
its twenty-third session was handicapped in fulfilling
the task assigned to it with regard to the review and
appraisal of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade,
contained in General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV)
of 24 October 1970; (2) requested the Secretariat to
prepare appropriate aIid specific documentation and
submit it to the Commission for Social Development
at its twenty-fourth session, for the purpose of assessing
the realization of social development objectives both
in the developed and the developing countries; (3) in
vited the specialized agencies concerned, the regional
economic commissions and the United Nations Eco
nomic and Social Office in Beirut to co-operate with
the Secretary-General in the preparation of the relevant
data; (4) invited the United Nations Research Institute
for Social Development to undertake, as a matter of
priority, further studies on the establishment of social
standards and indicators for the purpose of appraising
social progress and development in the ,context of the
International Development Strategy and to submit the
results of those studies, through the Secretary-General,
to the Commission for Social Development in time for
its twenty-fourth session.

715. At the same meeting, the Council, on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5328),
decided to transmit resolution 5 (XXIII) entitled
"Review and appraisal of the implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade", adopted by the
Commission for Social Development at its twenty-third
session (see E/5252, chap. Ill), to the Committee on
Review and Appraisal at its second session and, taking
into account the comments made thereon, to consider

~ ........,...'" ",., .1,......"....... """,..'"/1·..•..'·..··,"'"· ..,,..·,,, .. , ...,.,............~,

3. Role oj the Commission for Social Develop
ment in the review and appraisal of the imple
mentation of the ffnternational Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Devel.
opment Decade

706. Members of the Committee pointed out that
the Commission for Social Development was the only
body in the Unitcd Nations system which dealt ~ith

social development as a whole, from the geographical
and the sectoral standpoint, and it was essential that its
contribution be taken into account in the review and
appraisal process in order to ensure that social changes
were integrated with economic growth. They noted that
the Commission had been given a mandate in General
Assembly resolution 2681 (XXV) and Council reso
lution 1666 (LII) according to which it was to play an
important role in the review and appraisal of the In~er

national Development Strategy for the Second l::Jfllted
Nations Development Decade and it was a matter of
some concern that it had been unable to play its expect
ed role to the fullest extent possible in the first biennial
review and appraisal. The Commission had explained
the reasons for its inability to do so and had formulated
recommendations to enable it to carry out its task in
1975.

707. It was stated in the Committee that the Sec
retariat was not responsible for that shortcoming. It
was questioned whether it was reany possi~le to co.m
pile·and correctly assess all the ne.cessary mfoI'mat~on

at the present stage. In that COnneXIOl1, draft resolutIOn
IV' of the Commission (E/5252,2 chap. XIII) gave the
inipression that the Commission itself 'yas :1l1able to
point out what kind of ne~ do~umentat!On 1t actu~l1y
needed. To remedy that SituatIOn, the :representative
of the Netherlands submitted amendments (El.P~C.7I
L.639) to the Commissi?n's. draft resolution, d.eslgned
to crivc more concrete gmdelmes to the Secretanat, and
calling for the addition of new paragraphs 3 and 4.

708. The representative of I1akistan introduced an
amendment (ElAC.7IL.634) to replace paragraph 2
with a new text.

709. At the 712th meeting, the Committee adc,pted
the amendment by 41 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions.

93

a prerequisite for achieving the full integration of eco
nomic and social components of the development of each
country, particularly of the developing countries; (1))
to take into account, in the completion of the final re
port, the viewR expressed by the members of the Com
mission for Social Development at its twenty-third ses
sion (see E/5252, chap. Ill) and, while ensuring that
the cross-sectoral integration and regionalization of
planning are further studied, to see to it that the report
is prepared in such'-h way as to be of the greatest pos
sible practical use to' planners, decision-ma~ers and
administrators; (c) to submit the results of thiS study,
together with suitable recommendations, as appropriate,
to the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-sixth
session and to the Commission for Social Development
at its twenty-fourth session; (d) to ensure that the Com
mittee for Development Planning and the Committee
on Review and Appraisal are kept informed of any on
going work, including the results of an¥ studies on.the
unified approach to development analySIS and plannmg;
and (e) to include the question of the unified approach
to development analysis and planning as a separate
item on the agenda of the tw\~nty-ninth session of the
General Assembly.

.f
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the Commission's preliminary comments and proposals
contained in that resolution at the fifty-fifth session of
the Council when taking up the item on review and
appraisa[ of progress in implementing the International
Development Strategy.

4. Progralume objectives for the medium-term
plan, 1974-1977

716. Some members expressed their support for the
Secretary-Genera!l's programme objective proposMs
(E/CN.5/480) as being substantive and reflecting the
responsibility and mandate of the Commission for broad
policy formulation and direction in the field of social
development. Others decided to withhold their judge
ment until after the Council had examined the Secretary
General's proposed budget and work programme for
1974-1975 at its fifty-fifth session.

717. The programme proposals were criticized by
one member as stressing not the main policy questions
but only projects of limited scope and as overlapping
in some activities with the work of the other United
Nations bodies.

718. Members of the Committee expressed their
support for resolution 6 (XXIII)3 of the Commission
for Social Development, in particular its ,annex, which
contained what was considered .a clear statement by
the Commission of priorities for the work programme
for 1974-1977. They considered that the programme
proposals of the Secretary-General for the next biennial
and medium~term plan should be 'examined in the first
instance by the Commission for Social Development,
which would then lay down guidelines and determine
priorities to be fonowed in formulating the work pro
gramme to be ,submitted to the Council and the General
Assembly.

719. The capabHity of the recently reorganized
Secretariat to continue giving effective support to the
Commission's work was also questioned, but assurances
from the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and
Social Affairs, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs and the Director
of the Centre for Development Planning, Projections
and Policies were given in that regard.

720. In view of the Council's decisiono to defer
the consideration of the proposed budget and work
programme for 1974-1975 and the medium-term plan
for 1974-1977 to its fifty-fifth session, the Committee
decided, at the 712th meeting, to recommend to the
Council a draft decision (E/5328,u para.21) to con
sider the Commission's resolution 6 (XXIII)3 when
discussing that agenda item at that session.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

721. The Council, at its 1855th meeting,4 adopted
without objection, on the recommendation of the Social
Committee (E/5328,u para.24), the decision to con
sider resolution 6 (XXIII), entiNed "Programme ob
jectives for the medium-term plan 1974-1977" adopted
by the Commission for Social Development at its
twenty-third session,3 at its fifty-fifth session when
taking up the biennial work programme and budget
for 197~~1975 and the medium-term plan for 1974
1977.

°E/SR.1851.
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5. Migrant workers

722. M'embers of the Committee expressed their
concern at the pHght of migrant workers and com
mended the Commission for the eminently humanitarian
aims of its draft resolution (E/525'2\2 chap. XIII).
They regarded the question of migrant workers as very
important, 'since it involved both social considerations
and questions of discrimination. It was suggested that
since migrant workers contributed to the economic de
velopment of the countries in which they resided, it
was the duty of the receiving Governments and institu
tions to afford them fair and reasonable treatment in
the political and economic fields.

723. Amendments to the Commission's draft resolu
tion were submitted by the representative of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
(ElAC.7IL.636), ;calling for the rewording of the
second preambular paragraph and by the representa
tives of Tunisia, Turkey and Yugos~avia (ElAC.7I
L.640), calling for the addition of the words "and the
requirements of the respect for human rights and
human dignity" at the end of paragraph 1.

724. At the 712th meeting, the Committee adopted
the amendment by the United Kingdom by 36 votes to
none, with 8 abstentions, and that by Tunisia, Turkey
and YugoS'lavia, unanimously.

725. Art the same meeting, the Committee, by 45
votes to none, with 1 abstention, adopted the draft
resolution, as amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

726. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council adopted
unanimously the draft resolution recommended by the
Social Committee (E/5328,u para. 24).

727. In the resolution (1749 (LIV», the Council
(1) affirmed the need for the United Nations to con
sider the situation of migrant workers in an inter
related manner and in relation with genera~ factors,
including economic, political, social and cuUural factors
and the requirements of respect for human rights and
human dignity; (2) invited the Governments of emigra
tion and immigration countries to give due attention
to the situation of migrant workers and their families,
and to take, on a continuous bas,is, action aimed at
improving their posiHon~ protecting them from discrimi
nation and various hardships, 'creating job opportunities
in the countries from which they have emigrated, as
well as giving due attention to the international aspect
of this problem; (3) further invited the Governments of
emigration and immigration countries to ensure to
migrant workers and their families, through bilateral
agreements on labour recruitment, the protection of
social security and assistance 'schemes, appropriate
housing, their -ethnic integrity and cuHural inheritance,
protection from large-scale dismissal, as well as com
prehensive measures for their training; (4) deoided to
include in the agenda of its fiHy-eighth session the
question of migrant workers and requested the Secre
tary-Genera'l to invite the International Labour Organ
isati.on to make available to the Commission for Social
Development at its twenty-fourth session and to the
Council the results of its programme of action on
migrant workers, including the progress achieved 011
this subject at the 1974 session of the International
Labour Conference; and (5) also invited the Secretary
General to submit to the Commission for Social Devel
opment, in co-operation with the specialized agencies
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concerned, a supplementary report on welfare of
migrant workers and their families, with particular
attention to the educational needs of their children.

6. Convening of a United Nations conference for
an international convention on adoption law

728. The opinion was expressed in the Committee
that the jnternational community had a duty to give
special attention to children who were deprived of
care for reasons over which they had no control. The
holding of a United Nations conference for an inter
national convention on adoption law would help solve
the problems arising from the adoption of chHdren
across international boundaries. Reservations on draft
resolution VI of the Commission (E/5252,2 chap. XIII)
were expressed by some representatives from Moslem
countries who stated that Moslem law did not at present
recognize adoption as practised in certain countries.

729. At the 712th meeting, the Committee adopted
the Commission's draft resolution by 37 votes to n.one,
with 9 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

730. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council, by 19
votes to none, with 8 abstentions, adopted the draft
resolution recommended by the Social Committee
(E/5328,u para. 24).

731. In the resolution (1750 (LIV)), the Council
( 1) requested the Secretary-General, in consultation,
with the international organiza'tions, both governmental
and non-governmental, concerned with child welfare
and/or with expertise in the field of international raw:
(a) to obtain through a questionnaire to Governments
current ,information on policies, programmes and laws
for the protection of children for adoption and foster
placement, and their views on the question of sponsor
ing an international conference on adoption Jaw, in
cluding the scope of such a conference; (b) to bring
up to date the study entitled Comparative Analysis of
Adoption Laws7 taking 1nto account particulaJ.'lly any
international [evel instruments 'concluded on the matter,
especially at the regional level; (2) further requested
the Secretary-General to prepare a concise report,
based on the information referred to in paragraph (1)
above, for the consideration of the Economic and Social
Council at its fifty-sixth session and of the General
Assembly at its twenty-ninth session.

7. The aged and social security

732. Members of the Committee stated that the
aged deserved to enjoy proper respect and attention
in society, having contributed during their productive
years to the 'creation of its material and spiritual
wealth. When they cou[d no longer work, it was the
duty of the State and the people to support them.

733. WhHe there ,vas no opposition to draft reso~u

tion VII of the Commission (E/5252,2 chap. XIII),
res'-;:rvations were expressed as to the thrust of the
draft resolution, which appeared to cover social security
rather than the wider concerns of the aged. On the other
hand, support for the draft resolution was given on
the ground that it emphasized that social security and
social welfare were integral parts of the social and
economic deveJopment of society as a whole.

7 United Nations publication, Sales No. 56.IV.5.

734. At the 712th meeting, the Social Committee
unanimously adopted the draft resolution proposed by
the Commission.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

735. At its 185'5th meeting,4 the Council adopted
without objection the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee (E/5328,u para. 24).

736. In the r,esolution (1751 (LIV), the Council
(1) considered socia'l security to be an integral part
of national programmes for improving the well-being of
the population, particularly for the aged, within the
framework of the State's long-term social and economic
planning; (2) called upon Governments ,to assume
responsibility for guiding and planning social security
in aLl sectors along with the development of Ilegisla
tion in the field of social security programmes;
(3) recommended that Governments should carry out,
as far as national circumstances permit, especially in
the developed countries, the necessary socia,l security
measures within the framework of general planning
and, in particular, should: (a) seek to ensure that the
aged, the disabled and those who suffer the loss of
the breadwinner rr.~ceive adequate social security pay
ments; (b) introduce and expand social security
schemes with due regard for the groups of workers
with special needs, in particular women; (c) improve
treatment under social security schemes for immigrant
workers and their families; (d) provide sufficient institu
tions for the care of aged persons requiring medical
treatment; (e) ensure, where possible, the vocational
training and employment of the handicapped (I) seek
to ensure that aged persons protected by social welfare
programmes can take part, to the extent of their
capacities, in creative activities, which would give them
moral satisfaction; (4) called for the participation of
the whole community, -induding the trade unions, in the
field of social security as well as in the improvement
of the general well-being of the population; (5) re
quested the Sccretary-Generar to give constant attention
to these problems and to reflect them in reports on the
world social situation; (6) requested the Commission
for Soci&l Development to include in 'Hs work pro
grarnme:for 1974-1977 questions relating to the place
of socia'l security in the system of social and economic
planning and development and in this connexion,
requested the Secretary-GeneraJ to consult with the
International Labour Organisation regarding the prepa
ration of a comparative study of social security systems,
social security planning, and the rore and responsibility
of the State in this matter; and (7) decided to consider
this quest,ion at its fifty-sixth session.

8. Needs and aspirations of youth
737. Members of the Committee noted that youth

~howe~,.as neyer ~efore, ~ mark~d desire to participate
m polItIcal hfe, 111 solvmg major problems and in
promoting the general progress of humanity. Their
training, education and social needs required attention
to enable them to realize their utmost potential in
their moral, intellectual and physical development.
Satisfaction was expressed at the decision of the Gen
eral Assembly at its twenty-seventh session to convene
an Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth to indicate their
views and interests with regard to issues of common
concern (General Assembly resolution 3022 (XXVII»).

738. Amendments (E/AC.7/L,635) to draft reso
lution. VIII of the Commission (E/5252,2 chap. XIII)
were mtroduced by the representative of Pakistan.
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739. At the 712th meeting, the first, second and
third amendments, to paragraph 1, were adopted unani
mously. The fourth amendment, to paragraph 3, was
adopted by 40 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, and
the fifth, also to paragraph 3, by 43 votes to none,
with 2 abs'tentions.

740. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft resolution, as a whole, as amended, by 41
votes to none, with 4 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

741. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council, by 22
votes to none, with 4 abstentions, adopted the draft
resolution recommended by the Social Committee
(E/5328,G para.24).

742. In the resolution (1752 (LIV), the Council
(1) reaffirmed the inalienable right of youth to employ
ment, education, sheHer, health, care and the fulfilment
of other social and cultural needs; (2) took note of the
proposals for action contained in the report of the
Secretary-Genera'l and recommended them to Govern
ments, in particular those relating to the lleed for
Governments: (a) to gear their educational policies
and programmes to the task of ensuring educational
opportunities and education more relevant to the prepa
ration of youth for full participation in all aspects of
life and development; (b) to formulate health policies
and implement health programmes to ensure that youth
wiH be physically able to take advantage of the in
creasing opportunities open to them; (c) to adopt all
possible means to increase job opportunities in order
to reduce or eliminate unemployment of young people;
(d) to increase opportunities for youth to participate
in aB aspects of national and international life, especially
in the implementation of the International Develop
ment Strategy for the Second United Nations Devel
opment Decade; (3) caned upon Governments, inter
national, regional and non-governmental organizations,
in co-operation with the representatives of youth, to
review and appraise their policies and programmes for
youth in the light of the report of. the Secretary-General,
with a view to meeting more satisfactorily their needs
and in order to enable them to play a more effective
role in promoting economic and social development
and peace in the world; (4) urged the organizations
of the United Nations system to give special attention,
in the process of review and appraisal of the Inter
national Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade, to questions of youth in
deve'lopment, particularly with regard to relevant educa
tion, training, employment and participation in decision
making; (5) called upon the concerned organizations
of the United Nations system to strengthen their ad
visory services at the national, regional and international
levels, devoting particular attention to the participation
of youth in economic and social development; and
(6) emphasized the importance of the cIecision of the
General Assembly in its resolution 3022 (XXVII) to
convene an Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Youth to advise
the Secretary-General on activities that should be under
taken by the Unitcd Nations to meet the needs and
aspirations of youth.

9. United Nations Research Institute for
Social Developm,ent

743. Appreciation was expressed for the Institute's
collaboration in preparing the preliminary repQli on a
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unified approach to development analysis and planning
(E/CN.5/477). The v,iew was expressed that the Insti
tute could be helpful in lending its research assistance
in appraising social progress and development in the
context of the International Development Strategy. It
was suggested that in future the Council be provided
with background information on the nominees to the
UNRISD Board.

744. The Committee was informed that the nomi
nation of Mr. Luis H. Fajardo (Colombia) for mem
bership on the UNRISD Board had been withdrawn
in view of his present employment as a technical expevt
with the United Nations.

745. The Sooial Committee decided without ob
jection (E/5328,G para. 22) to recommend to ,the
Council the confirmation of six nominees proposed by
the Commission for Social Development for member
ship on the Board of the United Nations Research
Institute for Social Development for a four-year term
of office beginning 2 July 1973. It recommended that
the confirmation of a seventh member on the Board,
to replace the nominee Luis H. Fajardo (Colombia),
be deferred to the Council's fifty-fifth session.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

746. At its 1855th meeting,4 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5328,5
para. 24) decided to confirm the nomination, by the
Commission for Social Development, of the following
six members on the Board of the United Nations
Research Institute for Social Development, for a term
of office of four years beginning 2 July 1973:

Mr. J~cques Delors (France)
Mr. Gunnar Karl Myrdal (Sweden)
Mr. Khaleeq Ahmed Naqvi (India)
Mr. H. M. A. Onitiri (Nigeria)
Mr. Berislav Sefer (Yugoslavia)

Mrs. Eleanor Bernevt Sheldon (United States of
America)

747. It further decided to postpone to the fifty-fifth
session confirmation of one member to be nominated by
the Commission for Social Development. At the 1877th
meeting, the Council confirmed the nomination by the
Secretary-General (E/5395), on behalf of the Chair
man of the Commission for Social Development, of
Mr. Vicente Sanchez (Chile) for membership of the
Board of the United Nations Research Institute for
Sooial Development.

10. Adoption of the report oJ the Commission for
SociulDevelopment

748. The Committee recommended ·that the Council
adopt a draft decision (E/5328,G para. 23) on the
report of the Commission for Social Development on
its twenty-third session.2

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

749. The Council at its 1855th meeting4 decided
without objeotion, on the recommendation of the Social
Committee (E/5328,G para. 24) to take note of the
repOl~t of the Commission for Social Development on
its twenty-third session (E/5252).2
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B. Promotion of the co-operative 1110venlent dur
ing the Second United Nations Development
Decade

750. The Social Committee considered sub-item (b)
at its 709th, 710th, 711th and 712th meetings. It had
before it the progress report of the Secretary-General
on the promotion of the co-operative movement during
the Second United Nations Development Decade
(E15246 and Corr.l).

751. Introducing the progress report of the Secre
tary-General, the Director of ,the Social Development
Division, Centre for Socia1 Development and Human
itarian Affairs, Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, said that the progress report (the completed
report wiH be' submitted in 1975) was significant in
that it reflected the emphasis placed by the Council
on pracHca'1 programmes of action and on the adoption
of strategies to make international and national support
of the co-operative movement more effective. Initial
steps had been established to strengthen the Joint
Committee for the Promotion of Aid to Co-operatives
(COPAC) as a clearing house for concerted action and
to initiate studies on the utilization of manpower, the
promotion of small-scale industries, and the fostering
of co-operative managerial abilities.

752. Members of the Committee expressed apprecia
tion of the Secretary-General's report, commending
the progress achieved in the first phase of the im
plementation of Council res01ution 1668 (LII). They
said the structure of the report properly reflected the
intentions of the resolution. Satisfaction was expressed
at the broadening of the membership of COPAC,
particularly the inclusion of the United Nations and the
invitation to join extended to UNIDO and UNESCO.
The opinion was expressed that it was beyond dispute
that co-operatives ,could play an important ro[e in
economic and social development. The procedure in
co-operatives of member-participation in the decision
making process could contribute to creating conditions
for mass participation in the development process.

753. In view of the observation ,that one of the
bigg,::st problems faced at prrJ~'ent by the movement in
developing countries was the;' la~k of trained administra
tive staff, professionalization of co-operative managerial
and supervisory cadres was singled out as one of the
key activities in the promotion of ,the co-operative
movement.

754. The report was criticized for its failure to
mention training services in the field of co-operatives
in 'socialist countries, while it icon.::entratted on those in
Western countries.!

755. On the proposal of the representatives of
Finland and Po[and (ElAC.71638), the Social Com
mittee, at its 712th meeting, recommended to' the
Council the adoption of a draft decision (E/5328,5
para. 19) that would take note with appreciation of
the progress report of the Secretary-General and would
transmit the report, ;together with the comments of
Governments, as contained ill the summary records, to
the Committee on Review and Appraisal to assist it
in its work.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

756. At its 1855th meeting,4 1he Council adopted
without objection the decision recommended by the
Social Committee (E/5328,5 para. 24) by which it
(a) took note with appreciation of the progress report
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of the Secretary-Genera~ and (b) decided to 1ransmit
the report, together with the comments of Govern
ments, as contained in the summary records of its
meetings, to the Comm.ittee on Review and Appraisal
at its second session to assist it in its work.

c. IntcP:'l1ational co-operation between
mWlicipalities

757. The Social Committee considered item 15 of
the Council's fifty-fourth session (International co
operation between municipalities) at its 705th and
706t11 meetings.8 The report of the Secretary-General
on the subject (El5244) was introduced by the Deputy
Director of the Public Administration Division. It sum
marized the various forms of direct co-operation be
tween municipalities in different countries, and the sug
gestions made by non-governmental organizations as
to possib~e ways in which the United Nations and the
specialized agencies could :contribute to international
co-operation between municipalities.

75'8. At the 705th meeting, the representative of
New Zealand, on behalf of her delegation and that of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.629).

759. At the 706th meeting, an amendme.nt to the
draft resolution was submitted by France (ElAC.7I
L.630). At the same meeting, the representative of
Pakistan proposed the insertion at the eng"of operative
paragraph 2 of the draft resolution of the words "as
well as measures for the promotion of internationa'l
co-operation between the l11upjcipalities of the develop
ing and developed countries" which was accepted by
the sponsors. The representative of the United Kingdom
further oral,ly revised operative paragraph 2 of the
draft resolution by inserting the words "as and when
requested" after the words "to continue". The repre
sentative of New Zealand further orally revised the
preambular paragraph of the draft resolution.

760. The amendment proposed by the representative
of France was rejected by 31 votes to 1, with 10 absten
tions.

761. The draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.629) as a
whole, as orally revised by the sponsors, was unani
mously adopted by the Committee.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

762. The Council, at its 1854th meeting,{) adopted
without objection, the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee in its report (E/5290).1O

763. In its resolution 1738 (LIV) , the Council
( 1) expressed support for international co-operation
between municipaUties; (2) invited organizations in
the United Nations system to continue, as and when
requested, 'to include in their programmes measures
to promote municipal development, especially in de
veloping 'countries, as well as measures for the promo
tion of internaHonal co-operation between the muni
cipalities of the deve~oping and developed countries;'
(3) recommended that organizations in the United'
Nations system continue collaborating with non-govern
mental organizations concerned in fo~tering intermum
cipal co-operation.

8 ElAC.7/SR.70S, 706.
{) E/SR.1854.
10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 15.
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Chapter XXII

NARCOTIC DRUGS

A. Report of the Comluission on Narcotic Drugs

764. The Social Committee considered item 16(a)
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Repolit of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs) at its
713th to 716th meetings.1 It had before lit the report
of the Commission on its twenty-fifth ,session,2 to which
was annexed a note by the Secretary-General (E/5304)
concerning the financial implications of three resolu
tions adopted by the Commission: resolution 6 (XXV)
regarding the establishment of a sub-commission on
micit traffic in the Near and Middle East, reso~ution 8
(XXV) regarding the Ad Hoc Committee for the Far
East Region and resolution 12 (XXV) regarding the
periodicity of sessions of the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs. .'

765. The Director of the Di¥ision of Narcotic Drugs
(speaking as representative of the Secretary-General
for the twenty-fifth session of the Commission on
Narcotic Drugs) emphasized the importance of the
coming into force of the Convention on Psychotropic
Substances and the 1972 Protocol amending it. This
point was repeatedly stressed in the course of the
discussion by representatives who caned for more
ratifications of or accessions to those instruments.

766. The Director spoke also of the trend towards
regionalization of activities in the drug field. Whtle many
representatives supported the resolutions of the Com
mission with regard to the strengthening of regional
co-operation by the establishment of a sub-commission
on illicit traffic in the Near and Middle East and by
the creation of an ad hoc committee on illicit traffic
in the Far East region, others spoke against !fhe pro
liferation of regional bodies.

767. The Director also stated that R matter of
particular !concern to the Commission was the in
adequacy of the system of reporting by Governments
to the Division of Narcotic Drugs; improved methods
were however being considered.

768. During the deba,te several representatives ex
pressed the opinion that the Commission should play
a more significant and active role with regard to the
United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control. It should
be given a mandate to review and evaluate the broad
policies, over-all programme and priorities of the Ftlnd
and to make such comments as it considered appro
priate on them. Such a review would rcquire a detailed
account of the operation of the Fund, including a state
ment of its expenditures for administrative purposes.

769. Several representatives were in favour of the
resolution calling for a special session of the Com
mission to be held in 1974, but some felt the financial
implications of such a session to be an obstacle.

1 ElAC.7 ISR.713-716.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Supplement No. 3 (E/5248).
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770. At the 713th meeting a draft resolution
(ElAC.7IL.644) sponsored by Australia, Indonesia,
Japan and the United States of America was before
the Committee.

771. At the 714th meeting the observer of Australia,
on behalf of ,the sponsors, introduced revised draft
resolution ElAC.7/L.644/Rev.1.

772. At the 715th meeting Thailand joined the
sponsors of revised draft resolution ElAC.7IL.6441
Rev. I.

773. At the 713,th meeting a draft reso~ution

(ElAC.7IL.642) , sponsored by Canada, Denmark,
Egypt, Japan, Philippines, Sweden, the United States
of AmerJca and Venezuela, was before the Committee.
Argentina, Madagascar and Yugoslavia subsequently
joined in sponsorJng draft resolut,ion ElAC.7IL.642.

774. The Committee had before it seven draft reso
lutions (A to G) recommended by the Commission on
Narcotic Drugs for action by the Council (E/5248,
chap. X),2 on which it voted at ,the 716th meeting.

775. Draft resolution B entitled "Convention on
Psychotropic Substances of 1971: ratifications and ac
cessions" was adopted by consensus.

776. On draft resolution C entitled "Single Con
vention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961 and 1972 Protocol
Amending the Single Convention on NaI1cotic Drugs,
1961: ratifications and accessions", the vote was as
follows: (a) on a separate vote requested by the repre
sentative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
the Committee unanimous,ly adopted subparagraph (i)
of operative paragraph 1; (b) on a separate vote re
quested by the representative of Turkey, it adopted
subparagraph (ii) of operative paragraph 1, by 35 votes
to none, with 6 abstentions; (c) it adopted draft reso
Ilution C as a whole by 39 votes to none, with 5 absten
tions.

777. Draft resolution D enjtitled "Keeping in force
,the administrative arrangements to ensure the fun tech
nical independence of the International Narcotics Con
trol Board", was adopted by 39 votes ,ttl none, with
5 abstentions.

778. The representative of Turkey introduced an
amcndment (ElAC.7IL.645) to draft resolution E
entiNecl "Ill icit traffic". This amendment was revised
at the suggestion of the Cha.irman, who proposed the
insertion of the words "and of its working groups"
after the word "sub-commission". The revised amend
ment was adopted by 40 votes to none, with 5 absten
tions. Draft resolution E, as amended, was adopted by
39 votes to 5, with 1 abstention.

779. The representative of Denmark orally proposed
an amcndment to draft resolution F entitled "Co
ordination of activities of international organs and
organizations in the struggle against the abuse of drugs"
whereby the words "the views expressed at the twenty-
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fifth session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and
at the fIfty-fourth session of the Economic and Social
Council" should be inserted after the word "above"
in the opera{ive paragraph of that resolution. The oral
amendment of the Danish representative to draft resolu
tion F was adopted by 44 votes to none. Draft resolu
tion F, as oraUy amended was adopted by 39 votes to
none, with 5 abs{entions.

780. The Chairman proposed the addition of a new
operative paragraph to draft resolution G entitled
"Periodicity of sessions of the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs". This proposa~ was adopted without objection.
Draft resolution G, as orally amended was adopted,
by 37 votes to 5, wi{h 4 abstentions.

781. The Committee adopted unanimously draft
resolution A recommending that the Council take note
of the report of ,the Commission at its twenty-fifth
sess10n.

782. Draft resolution ElAC.7IL.644/Rev.1 was
adopted by 40 votes to 5', with 1 abstention.

783. Draft resofution ElAC.7IL.642 was adopted
by 41 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

784. At its 1858th meeting,3 the Council considered
the draft resolutions recommended by the Social Com
mittee (E/5331).4

785. The Council adopted without objection resolu
tion 1772 (LIV), in which it took note of the report
of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on its twenty
fifth session.

786. In resolution 1773 (LIV) , adopted without
objection, the Council recommended that Governments
that are not yet parties to the Convention on Psycho
tropic Substances of 1971 ratify or accede to this
Convention.

787. The Council adopted resolution 1774 (LIV)
by 22 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. In that resolu
tion, the Counoil recommended to Governments that
have not already done so, (a) to ratify the Single Con
vention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, or to accede thereto,
and (b) to ratify the 1972 Protocol Amending the
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, or to
accede thereto.

788. The Council adopted resolution 1776 (LIV)
by 23 votes to 3, with 6 abstentions. In that resolu
tion, the Council (1) authorized the establishment of
the aforementioned sub-commission; and (2) decided
that the representatives of the members of the sub
commission and of its working groups should be
nominated by their Governments, in consultation with
the Secretary-General, and subsequently confirmed by
the Council.

789. The Council adopted resolution 1777 (LIV)
by 22 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. In that resolu
tion, the Counoil requested that the Secretary-General
study the problem of co-ordination and attempt to solve
it in the light of the considerations set out above and
the views expressed at the twenty-fifth session of the
Commission on Narcotic Dmgs and at the fifty-fourth
session of the Economic and Social Council, and report
on the subject.

790. The Council adopted resolution 1778 (LIV)
by 23 votes to 4, in which it (1) decided that, pending

3 E/SR.l858.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Coullcil, Fijty

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 16.
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further study by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
of the question of holding its regular sessions annually
with a view to carrying out its functions and fulfilling
its responsibilities more effectively, the Commission
should hold a special session in 1974, if possible after
February, in addition to its session sched~led for 1975;
and (2) recommended that {he special session be con
vened at Geneva at a. time when it will not overlap
with other meetings, in order to minimize its costs.

791. The Council adopted resolution 1780 (LIV)
by 23 votes to 4. In that resolution, the Council
authorized the Ad Hoc Committee of the Far East
Region of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to make
a study tour of the countries of the Far East region in
1973 with the approval of the Governments concerned,
and if necessary to hold a second meeting at Geneva
immediately prior to the next session of the Com
mission on Narcotic Drugs in order that it could draw
together and finalize its conclusions and recommenda
tions to the Commission.

792. The Council adopted resolution 1781 (LIV)
by 23 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. In that resolu
tion, the Council (l) invited the World Health Organ
ization, as the competent specialized agency, to assist
the Commission by prepar,ing timely analytical reports
on the epidemiological pattern of drug abuse for use
by the Commission; and (2) requested the Secretary
General to make available periodically to the World
Health Organization all relevant information concerning
drug abuse that he may have.

B. Report of the International Narcotics
Control Board

793. The So~ial Committee considered item 16(b)
of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Report of the International Narcotics Control Board)
at its 713th to 716th meetings.!

794. In introducing the Report of the International
Narcotics Control Board for 1972,u the President of
the International Narcotics Control Board said that the
problem of drug abuse continued to grow in size and
complexity, that more countries were becoming affected,
that there was a swelling tide of :contraband and that
the total number of persons taking to drugs was in
creasing. He noted that although such developments
gave ground for deep concern, reassurance was to be
found in the generaUy vigorous and extensive response
on the part of Governments and the community at
large. He paid tribute to the Government of Turkey
for the contribution which its final ban on poppy
cultivMion had. made to the international campaign to
limit the micit supply of narcotic raw materials.

795. However, he warned that the iHicit traffickers
would increasingly turn to alternative sources of supply
and stressed that preventive measures could not succeed
without substantial improvement in economic and social
conditions in 8reas of illicit cultivat,ion.

796. He reported that a mission of the Board that
visited Afghanistan and Iran early in 1973 had been
impressed by the constructive attitude of the authorities
nnd had concluded that there was a promising outlook
for regional co-operation betw~~n Afghanistan, Iran,
Pakistan and Turkey. He recalled that the Board had
been invited to Rangoon in August 1972 to discuss
the general drug situation in Burma and that its mission
had reviewed the measures being taken to cope with

U United Nations publication, Sales No. E.73.XI.S.
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the drug problem internally and to check the outflow
of contraband.

797. Noting that the situation in Nepal called
urgent.Jy for remedy, the President said that the Board
had been glad to learn that the Nepalese authorities
were wiNing to discuss the situation with .the inter
national organs. He added that the Board hoped to
enter into olose relations with the Government of China
since its wisdom and experience could greatly assist in
finding solutions to drug problems.

798. He indicated that the Board's mission in 1973
to the coca-producing countries in South America had
found that the Governments were more ready to enter
into constructive discussion with respect to the con
tinuing over production and related dangers.

799. In view of the growing tendency towards
multidrug abuse, in which amphetamines and barbi
turates figured prominently, the Board considered it
essential that the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic
Substances be brought into full operation as soon as
possible. Several representatives also noted that it was
of great importance that as many countries as possible
ratify the 1972 Protocol strengthening the provisions
of the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs.
Representatives emphasized the importance of preserv
ing the full technical independence of the Board and
of a more efficient use of existing drug control bodies.
While some representatives stressed the need for
national steps to solve drug problems, others insisted
that the international implications could not be ignored
and urged increased Ico~operation among Governments
and with the Board.

800. A draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.643) was
before the Social Committee. At the 713th meeting, the
representative of the United States of America, on
behalf also of Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, France,
Indonesia, Japan, the PhiHppines, Sweden, Turkey and
Venezuela, introduced a revised version of the draft
resolution (ElAC.7IL.643/Rev.1), which Argentina,
Madagascar and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland subsequently joined in sponsoring.

801. At the 716th meeting, the revised draft resolu
tion was adopted unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

802. The Council at its 1858th meeting,S on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5331),4
adopted without objection resolution 1779 (LIV) , in
which it (1) urged Governments to continue to co
operate with the Board and with one another with a
view to bringing under control illicit production, manu
facturing and distribution of, and traffic in, narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances; (2) requested Gov
ernments, in particular dlOse mentioned in the Board's
report, to bring that report to the attention of the
competent authorities in their administration for their
information and for remedial action where recom
mended; (3) called attention to the Board's offer to
assist Governments that requested help in assembling
the information required to be transmitted to the Board
under the internationall treaties: (4) commended the
Board for a most useful and constructive report and
for the contribution that the Board had made during
1972 to international drug control.

803. At the same meeting, the Council adopted
resolution 1775 (LIV) by 22 votes to none, with

4 abstentions. In th3t resolution, the Council (1) de
cided that the administrative arrangements contained
in the annex to its resolution 1196 (XLII) should
continue in force until the Council decides otherwise,
in accordance with the procedure provided for in
paragraph 20 of that annex; and (2) requested that
the Secretary-General continue to implement the
arrangements, taking into account the character of the
Board's functions and the importance of that organ's
full technical independence in the performance of its
responsibilities.

c. Activities of the United Nations Fund for
Drug Abuse Control

804. The Social Committee considered item 16(c)
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Activities of the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse
Contron at its 713th to 716th meetings. It had before
it the progress report of the Secretary-General on the
Activities of the United Naticns Fund for Drug Abuse
Control (E/5255).

805. In his introductory statement, the Acting
Executive Director of the United Nations Fund for
Drug Abuse Control alluded to the world-wide nature
of the drug abuse problem and emphasized the need
for sufficient funds on a regular basis to permit future
planning of programmes. He pointed out that the
resources of the Fund alone icould not be expected
to deal with the problem comprehensively and that
the resources of the United Nations system must be
brought together in a co-ordinated manner.

806. Several delegations commented on the new
organizadonal arrangements affeoting the Fund and the
Division of Narcotic Drugs. They expressed the hope
that thosB arrangements would result in a greater
responsiveness to the views of Governments and of
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. The stage had now
been reached for evaluation of programmes. Further
efforts were needed to improve over-all co-ordination
and to make the execution of programmes more
efficient.

807. The Under-Secretary-Genera:l for Administra
tion and Management, in response to the concern ex
pressed by a number of delegations, stated that the
new organizational arrangements affecting the Fund
and the Division had not been intended to imply a
downgrading of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs.
The Secretary-General fully recognized that: the work
of the Fund and of the Division was subject to the
scrutiny of the policy-making and legislative organs of
the United N,~tions.

808. A wide variety of views were expressed regard
ing the aims on which the Fund's activities should be
concentrated. Some delegations felt it essential to im
prove information about drug use and abuse through
research. Others underlined their concern with the
spreading abuse of psychotropic substances, and some
delegations stressed the need for action at the national
level with particular attention to the social causes of
drug abuse. A number of delegations urged that ad
ditional contributions be made to the Fund to permit
necessary assistance to those countries requesting help
in the fulfilment of their treaty obligations.

809. In the absence of a recommendation by the
Social Committee, no action was taken by the Council
on this sub-item.
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Chapter XXIII

HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS

816. The Social Committee had before it a draft
decision recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265,2 chap. XXI, section B, draft decision
1) regarding :the draft programme for the Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.
T~e .draft programme. had ~een prepared by the Com
mISSIOn on Human RIghts ID accordance with General
Assembly resolution 2919 (XXVII), on the basis of
a detailed draft formulated by the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minori
ties, and discussions held at the twenty-seventh session
of the General As'sembly.

817. At its 720th meeting, the Committee decided
unanimously to recommend to the Council that it
should submit to the General Assembly the draft pro
gramme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination set out in resolution 1
(XXIX) of the Commission on Human Rights
(E/5265,2 chap. XX).
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1. Elimination of racial disCl'imination

D;·aft programme for the Decade for Action
to Combat Racisln and Racial Discrimination

(a)

human rights; and the periodic reports on human rights
relating to freedom of information and civil andI!C?!itical
rights.

813. The Commission had devoted a number of its
meetings to the reports and studies of the Sub-Com
mission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities, including those studies which had been
pending for some time. The Commission had also
discussed the question of the violation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, including policies of racial
discrimination and segregation and of apartheid, in all
countr,ies, with particular reference to colonial and
other dependent countries and territories.

814. Under the programme of advisory servk', r in
the field of human rights, two seminars and .a trali '='
course had been held in Japan in 1972, and another
training course would be held in 1973. Consultations
were currently taking place with Governments interested
in organizing other seminars in 1973 and in future
years. It had been possible to make 56 fellowship
awards during 1972.

815. Owing to the fact that their delegations had
not received on time the report of the Commission on
Human Rights (E/5265),2 the representatives of Brazil
and the Netherlands indicated at the 718th meeting
that they would not take part either in the discussion
or in the vote.

A. Report of the COlumission on Human Rights

810. The Socia'l Comm.i:ttee considered item 18 Ca)
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Report of the Commission on Human Rights) at its
716th to 723rd meetings.1 The Committee had before
it the report of the Commission on Human Rights on
its twenty-ninth ,session,2 a note by the Secretary
General entitled "Elimination of racial discrimination"
(E/5237 and Add.l and 2), and a letter dated
9 May 1973 from the Permanent Representative of
Greece to the United Nations addressed to the Secre",
tary-General (E/5333). The Committee also had before
it the working documents of the :twenty...ninth session
of the Commission of Human. Rights (E/CNA/1117).

811. The Director of the Division of Human Rights,
introducing the Commission's report, drew attention to
the twelve draft resolutions recommended for adoption
by the Council (E/5265',2 chap. XXI, section A), and
to seven decisions for action by the Council CE/5265,2
chap. XXI, section B), as weJ.I as to a number of
internal resolutions of the Commission. He noted that
the Commission had effectively carried out the tasks
assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Council
and had been able to consider almost all. the questions
on its agenda, inoluding some important questions to
which the General Assembly had requested it to give
priority consideration.

812. The elimination of racial discrimination had
continued to be one of the major concerns of the
Commission; in that area, it had focused its attention
on the elaboration of the draft programme for the
Decade for Action to Combat Racism 'and Racial
Discrimination and of the draft Convention on the Sup
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.
Other items considered by the Commission included
the exploitation of labour through illicit and clandestine
trafficldng; the vio~ation of human rights in the terri
tories occupied as a result of hostilities in the Middle
East; the draft principles of international co-operation
in the detection, arrest, extradition and punishment
of persons guilty of war cdmes and crimes against
humanity; the realization of the economic, social and
cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and in the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the study
of special problems re~ating to human rights in develop
ing countries; the role of youth in the promotion and
protection of human rights; the rationalizaHon and
improvement of the' present system of collecting and
disseminating information about the realization of

1 ElAC.7ISR.716-723.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty

fourth Session, Supplement No. 6 (E/S26S).
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

818. At its 1858th meeting,S the CouncH, on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5345,4
para. 46), decided to submit to the General Assembly,
at its twenty-eighth session, the draft programme for
the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination set out in Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1 (XXIX) (E/5265,2 chap. XX).

(b) Activities oJ non-gove~'nmental organizations
to combat racism, and racial tliscrilnination

819. The Social Committee had before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265,2 chap. XXI, draft resolution 1) on the
activities of non-governmental organizaHons to combat
racism and racial discrimination.

820. At its 720th meeting, the Committee adopted
without objection an oral amendment proposed by the
representative of Italy to insert the words "and during
the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination" at the end of paragraph 2. At the same
meeting, the draft resolution, as oraUy amended, was
adopted by 42 votes to none, wJth 1 abs,tention.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

821. The Council at its 1858th meetingS adopted,
by 25 votes to none, with 1 abstention, the draft resolu
tion recommended by the Social Committee (E/5, ~~ 4

para. 45).
822. In that resolution (1782 (LIV)), the Councll

( 1) noted with interest the various activities of non
governmental organizations an combating racism, racial
discrimination, apartheid and related matters; (2) in
vited the non-governmental organizations which have
a special intere8't in the elimination of racism and
racial discrimination and which act dn good faith and
without political motivation to intensify their efforts,
with a view to reaching new heights dudng the twenty
fifth anniversary year of the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and during the Decade
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina
tion; (3) requested the Council Committee on Non
Governmental Organizations to take account of the
reports received from non-governmental organizations
in its deliberations.

. (c) Role of non-governmental organizations in
the programme for the Decade for Action
to Combat Racism ancl Racial Discrimination

823. At the 719th meeting of the Social Committee,
the representattive of Pakistan introduced a draft reso
lution (E/AC.7/L.647), sponsored by Ghana, India
and Pakistan, concerning the role of non-governmental
organizations in the programme for the Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.
The draft resolution was oraHy revised by its sponsors.

824. At its 720th meeting, the Committee unani
mously adopted the draft resolution as orally revised.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

825. The Council at its 1858th meeting,3 adopted
without objection the draft resolution recommended by
the Social Committee (E/53.15,4 para. 45).

:.l E/SR.1858.
•.1, Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty~

fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 18.

826. In that resolution (1783 (LIV)) ,the Council
requested its Committee on Non-Governmental Organ
iza,tions to draw up appropr,iate recommendations
regarding the role of non-goveflnmental organizations
in the programme for the Decade for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, during its meetings
at the fifty-fifth session of the Economic and Social
Council, and to submit them to the General Assembly
Utt its twenty-eighth session through the Economic and
Social Council at its resumed fifty-fifth session.

(d) Further studies on "acial discrimination

827. The Social Committee had before it a draft
decision recommended by the Commiss,ion on Human
Rights regarding further studies on racial discrimination
(E/5265,2 chap. XXI, section B, draft decision 2),
drawing the attention of the Economic and Sodal
Council to resolution 7 (XXV) of :the Sub-Commission
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities (E/CN.4/1101, chap. XIV) and requesting
the Council to consider the reso~ution in the light of
Commission resolution 1 (XXIX) (E/526S',2 chap.
XX) relating to the draft programme for the Decade
for Action to Comba,t Racism and Racial Discrimina
tion. In its resQtlut,ion 7 (XXV), the Sub-Commission
had recommended that the Council should authorize it
to entrust Mr. Hernan Santa Cruz, Special Rapporteur
of the study on racial discrimination, with the Itask of
uprlating his study entitJled Racial Discrimination5 with
.;J' "';la:l emphasis on discrimination based on colour.

Q::?8. At its 719th meeting, the Social Committee
.' ,( the views of the SpeciaJ Rapporteur as to the

C'\~dL,jnf of his study.
829. At the 720th meeting the Committee was

informed by the representative of the Secretary-General
of the financial implications involved should it decide
to recommend to ,the Council the adoption of the draft
decision.

830. At the same meeting, the Committee decided
unanimously to recommend to the Council the adoption
of the draft decision.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

831. At its 1858th meetingS the Council adopted
wit~out obje~tion the decision recommended by the
SocI~1 CommIttee (E/5345,4 para. 46) requesting the
SpeCIal Rapporteur of the study entitled Racial Discrimi
n~tio!z5 . to :updat~ that study wi,th special emphasis on
dIs.cl:ImmatlOn .bastfd on colour, taking into account the
opmIons and VIews expressed in the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi
norities at its twenty-fi£th session, in the Commission
on Human Rights at its twenty-ninth session and in the
Economic and Sociall Council at its fifty-fourth session
so that the. update~ study mig~t be considered by th~
Sub-CommISSIOn at Its twenty-eIghth session.

(e) Report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of
Experts

832. The Social Committee had before it a draft
decision recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/526S,2 chap. XXI, section B, draft de
cision 4) regarding the report of the Ad Hoc Working
Group of Expevts on Namibia (E/CN.4/1111).

.833. At. its. 719th meeting, the CommHtee accepted
WIthout objectIon an amendment orally proposed by
the representative of New Zealand.

5 United Nations publication, Sales No. 71.XIV.2.
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in time for Hs twenty-eighth session". The third amend
ment proposed that, in operative paragr~ph 1, after
the word "Approves", the words "as a hUS1S for further
study the preamble and the articles (eKo1ud!ug arttiole
VIII) of" should be inserted.

839. At its 720th meeting, the representative of
New Zealand orally revised the secolld amendment in
document E/AC.7/L.648 by adding "he words "at its
present session" after the word "urgency", by deleting
the words "and complete", and by replaoing the words
"its comments" by the words "whatever comments it
may have".

840. At its 720th meeting, the Committee voted
on the draft resolution and the amendments thereto
(E/AC.7/L.648) as orally revised. The first amend
ment was rejected by 20 votes to 9, with 15 abstentions.
The second amendment was rejected by 30 votes to 5,
with 9 abstentions. The third amendment was rejected
by 30 votes to 4, wirth 10 abstentions. The Committee
adopted the draft resolution as a whole by 32 votes
to 2, with 11 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

841. The Council at its 1858th meeting3 adopted,
by 18 votes to 2, with 6 abstentions, the draft resolu
tion recommended by the Social Committee (E/5345,4
para. 45). .

842. In that resolution (1784 (LIV», the Council
( 1) approved the draft Convention on the Suppression
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid; (2) recom
mended that the General Assembly, at its twenty-eighth
session, should consider and approve the draft Con
vention.

3. Exploitation of labour through illicit and
clandestine trafficking

843. The Social Committee at its 7218t mee'~ing

adopted, without objection, a draft resolution prepared
by the Commission on Human Rights (E/5265,2 chap.
XXI, draft resolution II) regarding the exploitation of
labour through illicit and clandestine trafficking.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

844. At its 1858th meeting3 the Council adopted,
without objection, the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee (E/5345,4 para. 45).

845. In the resolution (1789 (LIV» the Council
( 1) urged States once ag~in to ratify the r~le~ant
conventions of the InternatIOnal Labour Orgamsation,
in particular the Convention concerning the Migration
for Employment (Revised 1949),0 an~ to concl.ude,. as
appropriate bilaterUlI agreements relatmg to mIgratIOn
for employ~ent; (2) wellc0n:-ed the valuable wor~ be!ng
undertaken by the InternatIOnal Labour OrgamsatIOn
to strengthen the international machinery for the pro
tection of migrant workers and the decision of its
Governing Body to place this matter on the agenda of
the fifty-ninth session of the International Labour Con
ference, and expressed the hope thUlt the Conference
would take action Jeading to the adoption of measures
which would have the effect of affording adequate
protection to an migrant and other foreign workers and
would reduce the opportunities for labour to be ex-

834. The Social Committee, at its 720th meeting,
adopted, by 37 votes to none, with 8 abstentions, the
draft decision as oraHy amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

835. The Council, at its 1858th meeting,4 adopted,
by 22 votes to none, with 4 abstent!ons, the ~raft

decision recommended by the SOCIal Comnuttee
(E/5345,3 para. 46).

836. The Council decided (a) to request the Secre
tary-General, in consultUltion with the relevant organs
of 'the United Nations, to explore ways and means of
providing assistance. to the victims of the situation
:referred to in resolutIOn 19 (XXIX), (E/5265, chap.
XX) particularly the politicall prisoners and members
of their families; (b) to caH up0!l the Secre~a~y-General

and the United Nations CouncIl for NamIbia to take
into consideration the conclusions and recommenda
tions of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on
Namibia (E/CNA/llll, chap. VI, section B) in their
activities relating to Namibia; (c) to inv1te the General
Assembly to bring to the notice of the Security Councp
the reported aerial bombardment of and use of pOl
sonous chemical substances in the liberated areas by
the Government of Portuga~ (E/CNA/llll, chap. VI,
section D (lOO»; (d) ItO recommend that arrange
ments be made to provide adequate and suffici~nt

financial resources and staff for the Ad Hoc Workmg
Group of Experts to carry out }.ts l11:~ndate; .(~) to
invite the Secretary-GenerUlI to gIve WlGe publICIty to
the report of Ithe Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts
(E/CNA/l111); (f) 10 remind the Special ComI?it.tee
on Apartheid and the International Law CommISSIOn
to expedite their comments and suggestions on the
study of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts con
cerning the question of apartheid from the point of
view of international penal law (E/CNA/1075 and
Corr.!) .

2. Draft Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid

837. The Social Committee had before it a draft res
olution recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265,2 chap. XXI, draft resolution. X) re
gal"ding the draft Convention on the SuppressIOn and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. The dra£t Con
vention and amendments thereto had been referred to
the Commission by the General Assembly in resolution
2922 (XXVII). The Commission approved the draft
Convention (with the exception of article VIII) and
recommended that the Economic and Social Council
can upon the General Assembly to consider and approve
it at its twenty-eighth session.

838. At its 719th meeting, ,the representative of
New Zea;land introduced various amendments to draft
resolution X (E/AC.7/L.648). The first amendment
provided for the addition of the following third pream
bular paragraph: "Noting that the International Law
Commission is currently considering the report ~f ~he
Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts of the CommIssIOn
on Human Rights concerning the question of apartheid
from the point of view of international penal :law".
The second amendment provided for the addition of
the following operative paragraph after operative para
graph 1: "Requests the ~e~fe'tary-Gen~ral to ask the
International Law CommIssIon to consIder and com- 0 See Conventions and Recommendations, 1919-1966 (Inter-
plete the draft Convention as a matter of urgency and national Labour Office, Geneva, 1966), Convention No. 97,
to transmit Hs comments on it to the General Assembly p. 743.
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ploited by illicit or clandeSitine trafficking; (3) requested
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities to consider the question
as a matter of priority at its twooty-sixth session, in
the light of United Nations instruments in the field of
human rights, and to recommend what further measures
might be necessary for the protection, without distinc
tion, of human rights of foreign workers, taking into
account the discuss;on of this question in ,the General
Assemb!y, the Economic and Social Council and the
Commission on Human Rights; (4) requested the Com
mission on the Status of Women to examine the question
of the exploitation of the victims of clandestine traffic
in labour, especially young women, taking into account
in this connexion the discussion in the Commiss,ion on
Human Rights (E/5265', chap. V), and to report to
the Economic and Social Council; (5) requested Mem
ber States to submit to the Secretary-General such
material, studies and suggestions as they deem relevant,
for transmission to the Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minor~ties and the
Commission on .the Status of V/omen at ,their next
sessions, with reference to paragraphs 3 and 4
above; (6) requested the Commission on Human Rights
to consider this question as a matter of priority at
its thirtieth session.

4. The question of internatioiUll legal protection
of the human rights of individuals who are not
citizens of the country in which they live

846. The Social Committee at its 721st meeting
voted on a draft resolution submitted by the Com
mission on Human Rights (E/5265, chap. XXI, draft
resolution VI) regarding the question of international
legal protection of the human rights of individuals who
are not citizens of the country in which they live.
The draft resolution was adopted by 27 votes to none
with 8 .abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

847. The Council, at its 185'8th meeting,3 adopted
by 20 votes to none, with 5 abstentions, the draft
resolution recommended by the Social Committee
(E/5345,4 para. 45).

848. In the resolution (1790 (LIV)), the Council
(1) requested the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Proteotion of Minorities to consider
as a matter of priority, at its twenty-sixth session, the
problem of the applicability of existing international
provisions for the protection of human rights to in
dividuals who are not citizens of the country in which
they live, to consider what measures in the field of
human rights, including the possibHity of a declaration,
would be desirable, and to submit appropriate recom
mendations to the Commission on Human Rights at
its thirtieth session; (2) requested the Commission on
Human Rights to consider this item as a matter of
priority at its thirtieth session on the basis of the
report of the Sub-Commission at its twenty-sixth session;
(3) urged States, pending the adoption of further
measures in this field, to accord the highest practicable
level of protection to all individuals who are not their
citizens but who are nevertheless under their jurisdic
tion; (4) called upon all States to respect the right of
individuals to communicate with duly appointed con
sular officials sent by the State of which they are
nationals and, as appropriate, to have access to them,
in accordance with the relevant rules of international

law; (5) decided to consider this queSition at its fifty
sixth session.

5. D-raft principles relating to equality in the
administration of justice

849. The Social Committee had before it a draft
reso~ution prepared by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265, chap. XXI, draft resolution Ill) on
the draft principles relating to equality in the admin
listration of justice. At its 721st meeting the Committee
adopted the draft r,esolution by 33 votes to none, with
4 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

850. The Council, at its 1858th meeting,3 adopted
th~ draft resolution recommended by the Social Com
nuttee (E/5345,4 para. 45) by 22 votes to none, with
3 abstentions.

851. In the resolution (1785 (LIV)), the Council
recommended that the General Assembly adopt a draft
resolution in which it would ( 1) express its deep
appreciation to the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Abu Ran
nat, for his study;7 (2) caN upon Member States to
give due consideration, in formulating legislation and
taking other measures ,affecting equality in the ad
ministration of justice, to the above-mentioned draft
principles, which might be regarded as setting forth
,,:aluable norms, with. a vi~w to a~riving at an elabora
tIOn of an approprmte l!nternatlOnal declaration or
instrument.

6. Study of discrimination in the matter of polit.
ical rights and draft general principles on
freedom and non-discrimination in the matter
of political rights

85'2. The Social Committee at its 721st meeting
adopted, without objection, a draft resolution submit
ted by the Commission on Human Rights (E/5265
chap. XXI, draft resolution IV) on the study of dis:
criminatio~ il} the matter of political rights and draft
general prmclp[es on freedom and non-discrimination
in the matter of political rights.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

.853. Th.e ~ouncil, at its 1858th meeting,3 adopted,
WIthout obJectIon, the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee (E/5345,4 para. 45).

854. In the resolution (1786 (LIV)), the Council
(1) expressed i!s warm appreciation to the Special
Rapporteur for hIS study; (2) expressed its appreciation
also to the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim
ination and Protection of Minorities; (3) drew the at
tention of Governments, international and regional
intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations and other institutions and bodies con
cerned to the draft general principles on freedom and
non-discrimination in the matter of political rights and
expressed the hop,e that they will take them into ac
count, together with the relevant provisions of the In
ternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex)
when considering the question of discrimination in the
matter of political rights; (4) requested the Secretary-

7 Study of Equality in the Administration of lustice (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.71.XIV.3).
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General to bring the draft general principles to the
attention of the States parties to the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights at their first meeting
with a view to their transmission to the human right~
committee to be established under that Covenant; (5)
decided that the Commission on Human Rights should
reta~n the question of the realization of political rights
on Its agenda. .

7. Study of discrimination against persons born
out of wedlock and non-discrimination in re
spect of such persons

855. The Social Committee at its 721st meeting
adopted, without objection, a draft resolution prepared
by the Commission on Human Rights (E/5265,
c~ap: ~XI1 draft ~esolution V) regarding the study of
d1scnmmatlOll agamst persons born out of wedlock and
non-discrimination in respect of such persons.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

856. The Council at its 1858th meeting,3 adopted
without objection the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee (E/5345,4 para. 45).

857. In the resolution (1787 (LIV», the Council
(1) expressed its warm appreciation to the Special Rap~
porteur, Mr. Voitto Saario, for his study; (2) requested
the Secretary-General to transmit to Governments
specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organ~
izations and non-governmental organizations in con
sultative status, for their comments and observations,
the draft general principles of equality and non-dis
crimination in respect of persons born out of wedlock;
(3) invited the Commission for Social Development
and the Commission on the Status of Women to con
sider, as appropriate, the Study of Discrimination
Against Persons Born Out of Wedlock8 and the draft
general principles relating thereto in the light of the
comments received by the Secretary-General under par
agraph 2 above; (4) requested the Commission on
Human Rights to consider the question again at its
thirty-first session.

8. Study of discrimination in respect of the right
of evel'yone to leave any country, including his
own, and to return to his country, and draft
principles on freedom and non-disCi'zmination
in l'cspect of that right

858. The Social Committee had before it a draft
resolution prepared by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265, chap. XXI, draft resolution VII).

859. At the 721st meeting, the representative of
Italy, on behalf of his delegation and those of Denmark
Sweden and Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a~
amendment (E/AC.7/L.651). The amendment was
adopted by 20 votes to 4, with 10 abstentions. The
draft resolution, as amended, was adopted by 33 votes
to 4.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

860. The Council, at its 1858th meeting,3 consid
ered the draft resolution recommended by the Social
Committee (E/5345,4 para. 45). At the request of the
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics, a separate vote was taken on operative paragraph

8 UnIted Nations publication, Sales No. E.68.XIV.3.

5 of the draft res?lution; the ~aragraph 'Yas adopted by
12 votes to 5, WIth 7 abstentIOns. The draft resolution
8;s a whole was adopted by 19 votes to 4, with 2 absten
tIOns.

861. In the resolution (1788 (LIV», the Council
(1) expressed its warm appreciation to the Special Rap
porteur, Mr. Jose D. Ingles, for his Study of Discrimin
a~ion in Respect. of tl;e Right of Everyone to Leave any
Country, lncludlng Ius Own, and to Return to his Coun
try;O (2) affirmed the need for Governments with
respect to the enjoyment of the right of every~ne to
leave any country, including his own, and to return
to his country, to bear in mind the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations, the provisions of article 13 of
the Universal.I?eclaration of Human Rights, and other
relevant prov1SI?nS of the Declaration, the provisions
of the InternatIOnal Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI)
annex) ar:d the Charter of the United Nations; (3) dre~
the attentIon of Governments, international and regional
inte!goyernmental oq~ani~ati?ns, non-govermental or
gamzatIons and other mstltutlOl1S and bodies concerned
to the draft principles on freedom and non-discrimina
tion ~i1 res~ect o~ the right of everyone to leave any coun
try, mcludmg hIS own, and to return to his country,10
adopted by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities in its resolu
tion ~ (XV), and expressed the hope that they would
take mto account the relevant provisions of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as the
relevant United Nations decisions and the International
~oven~nt ,?n Civil and P.olitical Rights, when consider
mg legIslatIOn or regulatIons dealing with the question .'
o.f freedom and non-discrimination in respect of the
fIght of everyone to leave any country, includincr his
own, and to return to his coul1try; (4) requested the
Secre~ary-General to brin~ the draft principles to the
attentlonof the States p;.....:tIes to the International Cov
enant on Civil and Political Rights at their first meet
ing, with a view to their transmission to the human rights
committee to be established under that Covenant·
(5) decided that the Commission on Human Right~
should retain on its agenda the question of the right of
everyone to leave any country, including his own and
to return to his country, and to consider :t at t'hree
year intervals coinciding with its discussion of the
periodic reports on civil and political rights.

9. Question of the punishment of war criminals
and of persons who have committed crimes
against humanity

862. At its 721st meeting, the Social Committee
adopted by 26 votes to none with 10 abstentions a
draft resolution recommended by the Commission on
Human Rights (E/5265, chap. XXI, draft resolution
V~II) regarding the question of the punishment of war
crmunals and of persons who have committed crimes
against humanity. The draft resolution recommended
!hat the Council should endorse eight draft principles of
mternational co-operation in the detection arrest ex
tradition ~nd puni~hment of persons guilty of war c;imes
and of cnmes agamst humanity and should recommend
tl}at the ~eneral As.sembly c?nsid~r those draft prin
CIples at Its twenty-eIghth seSSIOn WIth a view to adopt
ing and proclaiming them.

9 United Nations publication, Sales No. 64 XIV 2
10 Ibid., annex VI. . ..
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

863. The Council, at its 1858th meeting,3 adopted
by 22 votes to none, with 3 abstent.ions the ~ra£t

resolution recommended by the SOOlal Comnuttee
(E/5345,4 para. 45).

864. In that resolution (1791 (LIV», the Council
(1) endorsed the draft ~rinciples of interna~i?nal co
operation in the detect~on, arrest, .extradItIOn. and
punishment of persons gUIlty of war cr~mes ~nd ~nmes

against humamty; (2) endorsed the mcluswn I? ~he

agenda of the thirty-first sessi~n of t~e Com!TIIssIOn
on Human Rights of the questIOn of the pumshJ?1ent
of war criminals and of persons who have commItted
crimes against humanity; and (3) recommended that
the General Assembly should, at its twenty-eighth
session, consider the draft principles of int~r!1ational

co-operation in the detecti.on, arrest, ext!adItIon ~nd
punishment of persons gUIlty of war CrImes agaI!1st
humanity, and that it should adopt the followmg
draft resolution:

"The General Assembly,
"Recalling its resolution 2583 (XXIV) of 15 De

cember 1969, 2712 (XXV) of 15 December 1970,
2840 (XXVI) of 18 December 1971 and 3020
(XXVII) of 18 December 1972,

"Taking into account the special need for int.er
national action in order to ensure the prosecutIOn
and punishment of persons guilty of war crimes and
crimes against humanity,

"Having considered the draft principles of inter
national co-operation ,in the detection, a.nest, extra
dition and punishment of persons guIlty of war
crimes and crimes against humanity,

"Declares that the United Nations, in pursuance
of the principles and pU!p0ses set forth i? its Charter
concernincr the promotIOn of co-operatIon between
peoples a~d the ma~ntenance of in~ernati?n~l peace
and security, proclaIms the followmg p~mcIples of
international co-operation in the detectl?n, arrest,
extradition and punishment of persons guIlty of war
crimes and crimes against humanity:

"1. War crimes and crimes against humanity,
whenever or wherever they are committed, shall
be subject to investigation and the persons ag~inst

whom there is evidence that they have commItted
such crimes shall be subject to tracing, arrest,
trial and, if found guilty, to punishment.

"2. States shall co-operate with each other on
a bilateral and multilateral basis with a view to
halting and preventing war crimes and ~rimes
against humamty, and shall take the domestic and
international measures necessary for thal- purpose.

"3. States shall assist each other in detecting,
arresting and brir;ging to trial. persons su~pected

of having commItted such cnmes and, If they
are found guilty, in punishing them.

"4. Persons against whom there is evidence
that they have committed war. crimes ~ncl crim~s

against h~manity sh~ll be subject to tnal and, .If
found gUIlty, to pUnIshment, as a gen~ral rule m
the countries in which they commItted those
crimes. In that connexion, States shall co-operate
on questions of extraditing such persons.

"5. States shall co-operate with each other in
the collection of information and 'evidence which

would help to bring to trial the persons i.ndicated
in paragraph 4, and shall exchange such mforma
tion.

"6. In accordance with article 1 of the Dec
laration on Territorial Asylum of 14 December
1967 States shall not grant asylum to any person, .
with Tespect to whom there are senous reasons
for considering that he ~as committ~d a cr~me
against peace, a war CrIme or a cnme agamst
humanity (General Assembly resolution 2312
(XXII) ).

"7. States shall not take any legislative or other
measures which may be prejudicial to the inter
national obligations they have assumed in regard
to the detection, arrest, extradition and punish
ment of persons guilty of war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

"8. In co-operating with a view to the detec
tion, arrest and ,extradition of persons against
whom there is evidence that they have committed
war climes and crimes against humanity and, if
found guilty, their punishment, States shall act in
conformity with the provisions of the Charter
of the United Nations and of the Declaration
on Principles of Inte'rnational Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations (General Assembly resolution 2625
(XXV), annex)."

10. Question of the realization of the econOlnic,
social and cultural rights contained in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
in the International Covenant on Economic,
Social aucl Cultural Rights, and the study of
SlJecial problems relating to human rights in
developing countries

865. At its 722nd meeting, the Social Committee
adopted, without obje~tion, a draft resolution recom
mended by the Commission o~ Human Rig~ts

(E/5265, chap. XXI, draft resolutIOn IX) regardmg
the question of the reaHzation of the economic, social
and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights and in the International Covenant
of Economic Social and Cultural Rights, and the study
of special pr~blems relating to human rights in develop
ing countries.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

866. The Council, at its 1858th meeting,3 adopted
without objection the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee (E/5345,4 para. 45).

867. In that resolution (1792 (LIV», the Council
(1) took note with warm appreciation of the study
made by the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Manouchehr
Ganji; (2) requested the Secretary-General to forward
the Special Rapporteur's study to States Members of
the United Nations, members of the specialized agen
cies, and States parties to the Statute of the Interna
tional Court of Justice for their comments and observa
tions to be received by 1 November 1973 in order
that they might be submitted in tim~ for considerati~n,
together with further recommendatIOns of the SpeCial
Rapporteur, by the Commission on Human ~ights at
its thirtieth session; (3) authorized the SpeCIal Rap
porteur to carry out further consultations, as he deemed
necessary, with the bodies of the United Nations con-
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13. Rationalization and improvement of the sys
tem of periodic repOl·ts on human rights

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

878. On the recommendation of the Social Com
mittee (E/5345,4 para. 46) the Council, at its 1858th
meeting,3 adopted the decision by 24 votes to none,
with 1 abstention, by which it endorsed the general

876. The Social Committee had before it the report
(E/CNA/1104) of the Ad Hoc Committee on Periodic
Reports on its speciall session devoted to the examina
tion of the effectiveness of the present system of
collecting and disseminating information about the
realization of human rights, tr~nsmitted to the Council
in accordance with its resolution 1693 (LII). This
report contained in paragraphs 27 A and 27 B ,the
Ad Hoc Committee's general recommendations and
recommendations concerning pel"iodic reports on human
rights.

877. At its 722nd meeting, the Social Committee,
by 35 votes to none with 2 abstentions decided to
recommend that the Council endorse the general recom
meno,ltions and the recommendations concerning peri
odic t0ports on human rights set forth in para
graphs '2,7 A and 27 B of the Ad Hoc Committee'S
report.

Yearbook for 1973-1974; (3) further decided that the
Yearbook on Human Rights should comprise three
sections, as follows: (a) a section on national develop
ments during the period, relating to human rights as
defined in the Universa:l Declaration of Human Rights
and containing concise narrative accounts by Govern
ments of legislative and other developments, arranged
under subject headings; (b) a section on Trust and
Non-Self-Governing Territories compiled in accordance
with CouncH resolution 275 C (X) and arranged in the
same way as the section on national developments;
(c) a section on international developments containing
ma,erial on international agreements and a brief ac
count of United Nations activities in the field of human
rights during the period; (4) requested the Secretary
General to request Governments to submit: (a) concise
accounts, in narrra:tive form, of national developments
during the peri:Jd under review, arranged under subject
headings and (b) texts of laws, court decisions and
other relevant. documentation which would be retained
for reference purposes and referred to in foot-notes to
the narrative account but which would not be repro
duced; (5) further requested the Secretary-General
(a) to urge Governments to submit their contribution
to the Yew'book within the time-Jimit set and in one
of the official1languages of the United Nations; (b) to
consult with those Governments that have not submit
ted contributions within the time-limit about the pos
sibility of reproducing relevant material he has received
from them in response to other requests for informa
tion on human l"ights topics; (c) to urge Governments
to appoint correspondents as envisaged in Council
resolution 303 H (XXI); (6) requested the Secretary
General to consider ways of making the Yearbook on
Human Rights widely known; (7) requested the Ad Hoc
Committee on Periodic Reports to keep under review
suggestions for improving the Yearbook on Human
Rights, including the possibiHty of a topical section
containing more detailed information concerning devel
opments with respect to rights covered by the current
cycle of periodic reports.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

874, The Council at its 1858th meeting3 unani
mous1ly adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Social Committee (E/5345,4 para. 45').

875. In that resolution (1793 (LIV», the Council
(1) took note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on Periodic Reports on its special session (E/CNA/
1104); (2) decided henceforth to issue the Yearbook
on Human Rights every two years, beginning with the
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11. Teaching of human ri~hts in universities, and
development of an independent scientific dis
ci.pline of human rights

868. The Social Committee had before it a draft
decision recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265, chap. XXI, draft decision 3) regard
ing the teaching of human rights in universities and
the development of an independent scientific discipline
of human rights.

869. At its 722nd meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft decision by 32 votes to none, with 5 absten
tions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

870. On the recommendation of the Sociall Com
mittee (E/5345,4 para. 46), the Council, at its 1858th
meeting,3 decided by 22 votes to none, with 4 absten
tions, to take note of the fact that the Commission
on Human Rights in its resoJution 17 (XXIX)
(E/5265,2 chap. XX) favoured the establishment of
a centre for teaching and research in the field of
human rights within the framework of the United
Nations University established by General Assembly
resolution 2951 (XXVII) of 11 December 1972.

12. Yearbook on HUluan Rights

871. The Social Committee had before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/5265, chap. XXI, draft resolution XI) con
cerning the Yew'book on Human Rights.

872. The Committee had also before it a document
on the administrative and financial implications of the
draft resolution (E/AC.7/L.649) .

873. At its 722nd meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft resolution by 34 votes to none.

cerned, the specialized agencies and appropriate regional
intergovernmental organizations; (4 ) requested the
Special Rapporteur to complete his study, taking into
consideration comments and observations by GoverriL
ments, specialized agencies and intergovernmental or
ganizations, as well as the views lexpressl~d at the
twenty-ninth session of the Commission on Hurnan
Rights, and to report to the Commission at its thirtieth
session; (5) requested the Secretary-General to provide
the Special Rapporteur with appropriate a8sistance;
(6) further requested the specialized agencies, the
regional economic commissions and the bodies of the.
UnHed Nations concerned, as well as other intergovern
menta1 organizations, to provide the Special Rapporteur
with the appropriate assistance needed for the success
ful accomplishmen~ of his task, and (7) recommended
that priority consideration be accorded to thi3 question
by the Commission on Human Rights at its thirtieth
session, with a view to the Commission's taking final
action on the report.
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recommendations and the recommendations concerning
periodic reports on human rights contained in the report
of the Ad Hoc Committee on periodic reports on its spe
cial session (E/CNA/1504, para. 27 A and B) as fol
lows: (1) the present system of gathering and dissemin
ating information on human rights, in particular through
the periodic reports and the Yem'book on Hurnan Rights,
should be maintained with appropriate improvements;
(2) Governments should be requested to submit their
reports and contributions within the, time-limit set by
the Secretary-General; (3) Governments should be
requested to submit such reports and contributions in
one of the official languages of the United Nations;
(4) further consideration should be given to the pos
sibility of establishing a closer relationship between
the periodic reports system and the Yearbook on
Human Rights; (5) the present system of periodic
reports should be maintp' aed; (6) the Committee did
not 'concur with the changes in recommendation 10
of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/8319 and Corr.1,
part A, sect. IX) and recommended that: (a) periodic
reports should continue to be published in full in four
languages; (b) the present analytical summaries pre
pared by the Secretariat should continue to be repro
duced in four languages; (c) the subject and country
indexes should also be continued; (7) the Commission
on Human Rights at its Ad Hoc Committee on Periodic
Reports should keep under continuing review the pos
sibility of refining and improving the present system
of periodic reports.

14. Periodic reports on human rights

879. The Economic and Social Council was in-
-formed (E/5265, chap. XIV) that, in accordance with

the procedure established by its resolutions 1074 C
(XXXIX) and 1596 (L), the Commission on Human
Rights at its twenty-ninth session had considered, with
the assistance of its Ad Hoc Committee on Periodic
Reports on Human Rights, the reports, information
and comments received from Governments, specialized
agencies and non-governmental organizations in con
sultative status for the period 1 July 1968 to 30 June
1971, as wen as the periodic reports on freedom of
information for the period 1 July 1967 to 30 June
1970 (E/CNA/1055 and Add.1-12), which the Com
mission had been unable to consider at its twenty
eighth session, owing to lack of time.

880. At its 722nd meeting, the Social Committee
decided by 32 votes to none, with 8 abstentions, to
recommend, in accordance with a request in resolu
tion 24 (XXIX) of the Commission on Human Rights
(E/5265, chaps. XX A and XXI B), that the Council
draw the attention of the General Assembly to the
importance of the periodic reports system and invite
the General Assembly to urge States Members of the
United Nations and members of the specialized agencies
to co-operate fully in submitting reports under that
system.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

881. At its 1858th meeting,3 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5345,4
para. 46), decided by 20 votes to none with 6 absten
tions to draw the attention of the General Assembly
to the importance of the periodic reports system and to
invite the Assembly to urge States Members of the
United Nations and members of the specialized agencies
to co-operate fully in submitting reports under that
system.

15. Preparation of an in£ernl'ltioual code
oJ police ethics

882. At the 722nd meeting of the Social Com
mittee, the representative of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ire~and introduced a draft
resolution (E/AC.7/L.646), sponsored also by the
Net~er1and~ and Sweden, re&arding the preparation of
an mternatlOnal code of police ethics. In response to
a suggestion by the representative of Chile, the sponsors
of the draft resolution agreed to revise operative para
graph 1 by replacing the words "to advise the Com
~ssion on Human Rights" by the words "to transmit
Its recommendations to the Commission on Human
~ights", and ~~ reyise operative paragraph 2 by replac
mg the word adVIce" by the word "recommendations".

883. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft resolution, as revised by 34 votes to 5 with
2 abstentions. ' ,

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

884. At its 1858th meeting,3 the Council adopted
th~ draft resolution recommended by the Social Com
mIttee (E/5345,4 para. 45) by 21 votes to 4 with
1 abstention. '

885. In that resolution (1794 (LIV», the Council
(1) invited the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control to consider the possibility of including in its
wO~'k programme t~e que.stiol1 of preparing an inter
natIOnal code of polIce ethICS and to transmit its recom
mendations to the Commission on Human Rights, at
an appropriate future session, of the desirability, sr'"','''.
and possible content of an international code of r, ,'v

ethics; and (2) requested the Commission on H.~(;;;

Rights to consider the question of the prepai'~:~'1U

of an international code of police ethics, at an appro
priate future session, on the basis of the recommenda
tions of the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control.

16. Periodicity of the sessions of tlte Commission
on Human Rights and i~s subsidiary bodies

886. At its 722nd meeting, the Social Committee,
by 34 votes to none, with 5 abstentions. decided to
recommend that the Council take note of resolution 20
(XXIX) of the Commission on Human Rights
(E/5265, chap. XX) concerning the periodicity of the
sessions of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

887. At its 1858th meeting,3 the Council on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5345,4
para. 46), adopted a decision by 22 votes to none,
with 4 abstentions.

888. In that decision the Council took note of
Commission of Human Rights resolution 20 (XXIX)2
concerning the periodicity of the sessions of the Com
mission and its subsidiary bodies.

17. R.eport oJ the Commission on Human Rights
on its twenty.nin~h session

889. At its 722nd meeting, the Social Committee
adopted unanimously a draft resolution prepared by
the Commission on Human Rights (E/5265', chap.
XXI, draft resolution XII) taking note of the Com
mission's report (E/5265).2
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896. At the 723rd meeting, the Social Committee
adopted the draft resolution as orally amended by
37 votes to none, with 4 abstentions.

897. At the same meeting, the representative of
Ghana oraUy proposed a draft decision (E/5345,4
para. 46, draft decision 8) ,concerning the letter of
the Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (E/5325).
The draft decision was adopted by 36 votes to none,
with 6 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

898. At its 1858th meetingS the Coundl adopted;
by 22 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. the draft
resolution recommended by the Social Committee
(E/5345,4 para. 45).

899. In that resolution (1796 (LIV», the Council
(1) expressed its appreciation for the work done by
the Working Group and noted its conc1usion5 and
recommendations; (2) strongly condemned the deten
tion without trial of striking African workers in Ovam
boland and their forcible return to the reserves, and
called for their immediate and unconditional release;
(3) noted with concern the continued absence of a
trade union system in Namibia; (4) requested the
International Labour Organisation to study ways and
means by which the trade union rights for the people
of Namibia should be ensured; (5) condemned the
existence of the so-caUed transit camps for recruit
ment of forced Jabour, the practice of segregation and
reservation in empiloyment between black and white
workers and the importation of white immigrant
workers into Southern Rhodesia to perform jobs that
could be done by the people of Zimbabwe; (6) also
condemned the discriminatory treatment of the African
workers in Southern Rhodesia causin,g increasing un
employment among African workers; (7) noted with
deep concern the gradual withdrawal of the Hmited
trade union rights in Southern Rhodesia; (8) requested
the Interl1ational Labour Organisation to continue to
study and review the conditions of work of the black
labour in Southern Rhodesia; (9) noted with deep
concern the existence of a for.11 of forced labour and
the discriminatory heirarchy of labour codes in Angola
and Mozambique; ( 10) condemned the existence of
transit centres and other similar camps for the African
workers, as well as the conditions prevailing in those
camps; (11) recommended that, as the ob1ectives of
the various International Labour Organisation conven
tions have not been fully attained, the International
Labour Organisation should consider all possible means
for strengthening the implementation by Portugal of
the Conventions to which it is a party; (12) requested
the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts to continue
to monitor the system of recruitment of African
workers, as well as the disparities in wages between
black and white workers in South Africa. Namibia,
Southern Rhodesia and the African Territories under
Portuguese domination and report to the Economic
and Social Council not later than at its fifty-eighth
session; (13) requested the Secretary-General to bring
the present resolution and the report of the Ad Hoc
Working Group of Experts to the attention of the
Governments of Member States, the Special Committee
on Apartheid, the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, the United Nations Council for Namibia,
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B. Allegations regarding infringements of
'B::ll.·ade union rights

892. The Social Committee considered item 18 (b)
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(AUegations regarding infringements of trade union
rights) at its 717th, 722nd and 723rd meetings.ll The
Committee had before it a report prepared in accord
ance with Council resolution 1599 (L), of the Ad Hoc
Working Group of Experts of the Commission on
Human Rights (E/5245') , a progress \l"eport of -the
International Labour Organisation (El5251), and a
letter dated 4 May 1973 from the Permanent Repre
sentative of Portugal to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General (E/5325).

893. At the 717th meeting, Mr. Mani, representa
tive of India, acting in his capacity as member of the
Working Group of Experts, introduced the report of
the Working Group.

894. At the 722nd meeting, the representative of
Ghana, on behalf of his delegation and those of Egypt,
Kenya, Mali, Pakistan and the Sudan. introduced a
draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.650) entitled "The ques
tion of the absence and infringements of trade union
rights". In introducing the draft resolution, the repre
sentative of Ghana orally revised operative para
graph 13 by adding at the end of the paragraph the
words "and the Security Council". At the same meeting,
Algeria, Madagascar and Niger joined the sponsors of
the draft resolution.

895. At the 723rd meeting, the sponsors accepted
an amendment to the draft resolution made by the
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics calling for the insertion of the word "grosS" before
the word "infringements" in the third preambular
paragraph as well as in the title of the resolution. At
the same meeting, Uganda and Zaire became co
sponsors of the draft resolution.

11 ElAC.71717, 722, 723.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

890. At the 1858th meeting,S the observer for
Greece took exception to paragraph 262 of the \l"eport
of the Commission on Human Rights (E/5265),2 on
the grounds of procedural irregularities and discrimi
natory practices, in disregard of Council resolutions
728 F (XXVII); 1235 (XLII), para. 3; and 1503
(XLVIII). In statements made in reply, the repre
sentatives of the NetheI1lands and Denmark and the
observers for Norway and Sweden rejected the ob
jections raised by the observer for .Greece. They
maintained in particular that the specific Council reso
lutions to which he had made reference applied to
communications from private sources and could not be
interpreted as precluding Member States from referring
in the Commission on Human Rights to situations in
wl~ich in their vi~w human rights were at stake. They
pomted out that In recent years several countries had
been mentioned by name in the course of the Com
mission's examination of items on its a.genda.

891. At the same meeting, the Council, on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5345,4
para. 45), adopted without objection resolution 1795
(LIV) in which it took note of the report of the
Commission on Human Rights on its twenty-ninth
session (El5265).2
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the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi
nation and the Security Council; (14) further requested
.the Secretary-General to transmit the present resolu
tion and the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group
of Experts to the General Assembly.

900. At the same meeting. on the recommendation
of the Social Committee (E/5'345,4 para. 46), the
Council adopted, by 21 votes to none, with 5 absten-

tions, a draft decision by which, having taken note
of the letter dated 4 May 1973 from the Permanent
Representative of Portugal to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General (E/5325), it re
jected the contents of the letter and the baseless
attacks on the members of the Ad Hoc Working Group
of Experts as well as the Commission on Human
Rights.
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Chapter XXIV

HUIHANITARIAN QUESTIONS

Sahelian region of Africa and stated that catastrophic
results in the form of sharply reduced food production,
loss of cattle and other serious hardships had taken
place. He noted that incipient signs of the problem
had first appeared some five years before and that
one of the lessons to be drawn from the present crisis
was the urgent need to strengthen the ability of the
United Nations system to anticipate such situations so
that they could be brought to the attention of the inter
national community at an earlier stage when the
problem was less grave and solutions could be found
more rapidly. The approach to the current crisis must
be forceful and cohesive. The need for concerted action
had been recognized by the countries concerned and,
in its turn, the United Nations system had decided
that a focal point should be established for co-ordinat
ing assistance from and through the entire United
Nations system which should be located at Rome
under the direction of the Director-General of FAO.
He welcomed the proposR]S concerning medium and
long-term measures recommended unanimously by the
Economic Committee (ElAC.6/L.507IRev.l). The
Council could be assured that he would fulfil the
mandate given to him in that draft resolution in the
most speedy and vigorous manner possible.

910. Speaking on the Sudano-Sahelian drought, the
special representative of the Director-General of FAO
informed the Council that it was difficult to determine
the number of deaths among the population, but that
the figure was obviously high. Food aid was essential,
as were rapid transport facilities. It should not be
forgotten that some of the countries concerned were
already among the poorest in the world and that, in
addition to the threat of starvation, the inhabitants
were also threatened with epidemics, nutritional defi
ciencies and an unemployment problem in the urban
areas created by the influx of people. He had also
consulted and was continuing to consult with Govern
ments and international organizations in an effort to se
cure aid for the stricken countries. So far assistance-'had
been provided by EEC, UNICEF, WFP, MISEREOR,
a charitable organization, the Federal Republic of
Germany and the Netherlands. The United Nations
Development Programme was already rendering assist
ance through its resident representatives' offices. Co
ordination of the aid activities of organizations and
donor countries would be effected at Rome by FAO
and WFP.

A. Aid to Sudano-Sahelian popuIations
threatened with famine

901. At the fifty-fourth session, the Economic Com
mittee 'considered, within the context of item 10 of
the Council's agenda (Appraisal of prospective food
deficits and food aid needs), the question of aid to
the Sudano-Sahelian populations threatened with
famine.

902. Representatives drew attention to the tragic
situation in the Sudano-Sahelian zone of Africa where
drought had caused a considerable food shortage in
six countries, affecting 6 million people. The FAO
had indicated that unless emergency food aid was
provided promptly the crisis was Hkely to assume
catastrophic proportions. They considered that the
international community should urgently take measures
to deal with the emergency and at a later stage address
itself to long-term programmes of rehabilitation and
reconstruction.

911. Representatives expressed their appreciation of
ACTION BY THE COUNCIL the statements by the Secretary-General and the special

representative of the Director-General of FAO. They
909. At the 1857th meeting, the Secretary-General, agreed that speedy action was necessary by the inter-

in a statement concerning the question of appraisals national community to avert a major disaster -and urged
of prospective food deficits and food aid needs, com- that the situation should be brought to the attention of
mented on the severe drought affecting the Sudano- world public opinion.
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903. At the 623rd meeting, the representative of
Algeria introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.507).

904. At the 627th meeting, the representative of
A~~eria, on behalf of his delegation and those of
Argentina, Bolivia, BraZil, Chile, Egypt, Haiti, Mada
gascar, Pakistan, Tunisia, Yemen and Yugoslavia, in
troduced a revised draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.507I
Rev. 1). At the same meeting, Ghana, Peru, Spain and
the Sudan joined the sponsors of the revised draft
resolution.

905. At the same meeting, the representative of
India proposed that at the end of operative paragraph 3
of the revised draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.507IRev.l)
the following words be inserted: "and requests the
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organ
ization and other bodies concerned to keep the Secre
tary-General informed of progress in this respect".

906. At the same meeting, the representative of
Pakistan proposed the insertion in operative para
graph 4, after the words "affected nations", of the
words "in co-operation with and".

907. The representative of Algeria, on behalf of
the sponsors, agreed to both the above-mentioned oral
amendments.

908. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
without objection revised draft resolution ElAC.61
L.507/Rev.l as orally amended.
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912. The representative of Algeria proposed an

amendment to the draft resolution recommended by
the Economic Committee (E/5339),'l whereby the
beginning of operative paragraph 4 would read
"Requests the Secretary-General to call upon all ele
ments of the United Nations system to respond to
the immediate needs ...".

913. The ,representative of Chile proposed that the
beginning of the fourth preambular paragraph of draft
resolution I should be amended to read "Taking into
account the information provided in this respect by the
special representative of the Director-General of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations for the Sahelian Question to the effect that ...".
The Council then adopted the draft resolution recom
mended by the Economic Committee as orally amended
by the representatives of Algeria and Chile, without
objection. In resolution 1759 (LIV) , the Council
( 1) expressed its profound sympathy to the popula
tions and Governments of the Sudano-Sahelian region
threatened with famine, and assured them that it would
do everything pussible within its field of competence
to avoid a disaster; (2) noted that, in the immediate
future, the emergency measures would consist of the
supply of additional food-stuffs, vaccines, means of
transport for provisions, seeds, fertilizers and agricul
tur3JI and hydraulic equipment; (3) appealed to States
Members of the United Nations and to international
organizations to assist in the speedy application of the
emergency measures advocated by the Director-General
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and requested the Director-General of
the Food and Agriculture Organization and other bodies
concerned to keep the Secretary-General informed of
progress in that respect; (4) requested the Secretary
General to call upon all elements of the United Nations
system to respond to the immediate needs of the
affected nations in co-operation with and taking into
account the measures recommended by the Director
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations; (5) called upon the Secretary
General to organize as soon as possible-in colabora
tion with the organizations of the United Nations
system, in partk:ular the United Nations Development
Programme, the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the International Monetary Fund
and the Economic Commission for Africa, as well as
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization,
the International Atomic Energy Agency, the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization,
the United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, the World Foorl Pro
gramme and the International Labour Organisation,
each within the framework of its terms of reference
-the necessary assistance action in order to respond
to the requests of the Governments of this region with
regard to their medium-term and long-term needs;
(6) requested the Secretary-General to report to the
Economic and Social Council, at its fifty-fifth session,
on the development of the situation.

*
* *

1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Coullcil, Fifty
fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 10.

914. At its fifty-fifth ,session, in accordance with
its resolution 1760 (LIV) the Council considered the
question of aid to the Sudano-Sahelian populations
threatened with famine (agenda item 20). At the
1860th meeting,2 the President read out the text of
an appeal for aid to the Sudano-Sahelian populations
threatened with fanline, addressed on behalf of the
Economic and Social Council to the Governments of
Member States, organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system and the specialized agencies
requesting them, inter alia, to provide additional assist
ance, particularly air transport, either directly to the
Governments of the affected countries or through the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. The Council had referred the item to the
Co-ordination Committee which considered it at its
480th meeting.3

915. The Co-ordination Committee had before it
two notes by the Secretary-General concerning the
item (E/5372 and E/5374), and the text of a decision
taken by the Governing Council of UNDP at its six
teenth session,4 contained in a conference room paper
(E/AC.24/LV/CRP.l). .

916. The representative of the Director-General of
FAO provided the Committee with detailed informa~
tion on the current status of emergency relief activities
in the affected countries, noting particularly the high
priority requests for seeds, for the transportation of
foodstuffs from ports inland and for feed for livestock
as well as for additional cash contributions to the FAO
Sahelian Zone Trust Fund. He caned attention to the
fact that the drought emergency would continue to
persist into 1974 ~md therefore'donors should carefully
consider the continuing requests for external assistance
and the timely arrival of supplies.

917. The Under-Secretary-General for Political and
General AS8DIIlbly Affairs outlined the specific actions
taken recently by the governing bodies of several United
Nations bodies in connexion with relief and recovery in
the drought-affected region. He informed the Committee
of the meeting of concerned elements of the United
Nations system, Governments, and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, which had been
initiated by the Secretary-General, to assist the inter
national community, and the United Nations system in
particular, in effectively and co-operatively meeting
requests for medium-term and long-term assistance from
the Governments in affected Sudano-Sahelian countries.

918. Representatives expressed their concern and
sympathy for the suffering In the Sudano-Sahelian region
caused by the drought and endorsed the efforts of
afIected Governments to take concerted action to over
come the devastating crisis. The efforts of the FAO
to assist in meeting and in co-ordinating the emergency
relief assistance for the affected area were commended
as were the timely actions taken by the Secretary~

General in preparation to meet medium- and long-term
requests of the Governments of the region. Appreciation
for the assistance already rendered and planned by the
international community was expressed by representa
tives of the Governments of the drought-affected coun
tries, and attention was called to the importance of
continued and more intensive external assistance for
this area.

2 E/SR.1860.
3 ElAC.24/SR,480.
4 Official Records of the Economic alld Social Council, Fifty.

fifth Session, Supplement No. 2A.
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919. The representative of Tunisia introduced a
draft resolution (E/AC.24/L,459) also on behalf of
Chile, France, Lebanon, Madagascar, Spain, the
United States of America, Yemen and Yugoslavia.

920. The representative of the Netherlands orally
proposed the inclusion of an additional paragraph in
the preamble of the draft resolution reading as follows:
"Noting the decision of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Development Programme taken at its
389th meeting, in which, inter alia, the Administrator
was authorized to use additional funds over the period
1973-1976 for aid to be given to the drought-stricken
Sudano-Sahelian countries." The represent.ative of Italy
further orally proposed the insertion in the third para
graph of the preamble of the words "in particular,
setting up the permanent Inter-State Committee" be
tween the words "affected countries" and "to achieve".
These amendments were supported by the representa
tive of Pakistan. Algeria, Argentina, Finland, Ghana,
Indonesia, Pakistan, the Philippines and Zaire joined
in sponsoring the revised draft resolution that was sub
sequently adopted unanimously by the Committee.

921. At the same meeting, the Committee approved
the suggestion made by the representative of Tunisia
that the United Nations should launch a world-wide
information campaign to make the world aware of the
extent and the gravity of the problem of the drought
in the Sudano-Sahelian area and alert public opinion to
the need for collective assistance for that area.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

922. At its 1868th meeting5 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5376),6 unanimously adopted resolution 1797
(LV) in which it: (1) urgently appealed to Govern
ments, specialized agencies, organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations system and other inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations to
provide additional emergency assistance, either directly
to the Governments of affected countries, or through
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, which has been designated as focal point for
emergency relief efforts of the United Nations system,
with particular emphasis on the critically needed trans
port of food to the affected populations; (2) urged that
preliminary steps be taken to avoid, to thc maximum
extent possible, an emergency situation in 1974 and
1975 comparable to that of 1973; (3) expressed its
hope that those measures already initiated by the Secre
tary-General, in accordance with paragraph 5 of Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1759 (LIV), per
taining to medium-term and long-term needs of the
region, will be carried forward with the utmost urgency
and with the full co-operation of Governments, of all
elem~nts of the United Nations sys:'em concerned and
of other interested intergovernmentcu. and non-govern
mental organizations; (4) endorsed the recommenda
tions of representatives of organizations of the United
Nations system (E/5374, annex) which resulted from
the meeting, convened at the direction of the Secretary
General and held at Geneva on 28-29 June 1973, to
prepare for the medium-term and long-term needs of
the people and Governments of the countries of the
Sudano-Sahelian region; (5) solemnly appealed to Gov
ernments and intergovernmental and non-governmental

5 E/SR.1868.
6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fif

ty-fifth sessio1Z, Annexes, agenda item 20.

organizations to furnish, either directly to the affected
countries or through the Secretary-General, the maxi
mum financial, technical and other assistance in re
sponse to requests that might be made by Governments
of affected countries of the Sudano-SaheIian region for
medium-term and long-term assistance, as soon as such
requests are submitted; (6) requested the Secretary
General to invite all organizations and programmes of
the United Nations system concerned to devote the
largest possible volume of financial, technical and other
resources within the framework of their terms of refer
ence, and in co-operation with the Secretary-General,
to meeting the requests of Governments of affected
countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region for medium
term assistance, as soon as such requests are submitted;
(7) requested the international financial institutions to
give urgent and sympathetic consideration to any re
quests that affected countries might make for loans and
credits for medium-term and long-term programmes
and to ensure that such loans and credits are of the
greatest possible magnitude and granted on the most
favourable terms; (8) requested the Secretary-General
to report to the Economic and Social Council, at its
resumed fifty-fifth session, on the implementation of the
present resolution and on the development of the situa
tion.

923. At the 1879th meeting,7 the President of the
Council reported on the replies that had been received
in response to the appeal for aid to the Sudano-Sahelian
populations threatened with famine, the text of which
he had read out at the 1860th meeting.

924. He stated that on 1 June 1973 Australia had
contributed $25,000 to the FAO Sahelian Zone Trust
Fund and that he had been informed that the Govern
ment of Australia was unable to make any additional
contribution. Austria had decided to contribute
$190,000 to the Trust Fund. Iran would shortly forward
$15,000 to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
From Libya came the following contributions: for
Upper Vo1ta, 200,000 Libyan dinars; for Niger, 100,000
Libyan dinars; for Mali, 100,000 Libyan dinars; for
Mauritania, 100,000 Libyan dinars; for Chad, 100,000
Libyan dinars. The Government of Libya had also
decided to buy 10 transport vehicles for each of the
following countries: Niger, Mali, Mauritania and Chad.
The President reported that the Governments of Hon
duras, Guatemala and Nicaragua had replied that, be
cause of the disaster conditions obtaining in their own
countries, they would be unable to respond to the ap
peal. Finally, he said that contributions had also been
sent directly to the Secretary-General and to FAO.

925. The representative of Argentina stated that
his Government had offered 2,000 tons of wheat to
the Co-ordinator for United Nations assistance des
ignated by FAO.

B. Assistance to southern Sudanese returnees
and displaced persons

926. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
23 of the agenda of the Council's fifty-fourth session
(Assistance to southern Sudanese returnees and dis
placed persons) at its 470th meeting.8 The Committee
had before it a progress report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees on the subject
(E/5261) .

7 E/SR.1879.
8 ElAC.24/SR.470.
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927. The representative of the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees introduced
document E/5261 and stated that through the generous
multiJateral support of Governments the goal of $18
million for assistance to the refugees which had been
established in 1971 had almost been met. The goal
would increase to $20 million with the construction of
a bridge over the River Nile at Juba that would permit
further importation of goods for the newly populated
areas. He also thanked Governments for the bilateral
assistance they had provided which was not included
in that figure, and expressed appreciation to Ethiopia,
Kenya, the Central African Republic, Uganda and
Zaire for having, earlier, received the refugees. A char
acteristic 'Of the operation had been close interagenc~r

co-operation not only at Headquarters but also in the
field. The voluntary organizations, many of which had
complementary programmes, had also worked closely
with the Office of the High Commissioner. The co
ordinating role of the Office of the High Commissioner
was expected to be completed by 30 June 1973 when
that role would be assumed by the United Nations De
velopment Programme. The co-operation already estab
lished with the resident representatives indicated that
the transition would be a smooth one.

928. Representatives expressed their admiration for
the way in which the Government of the Sudan, in
close co-operation with the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees, had drawn up a relief, rehabili
tation and resettlement programme for those refugees
and displaced persons who wished to return to their
homes. They commended the efforts of the High Com
missioner in carrying out the mandate entrusted to him
and expressed their appreciation to the Governments
and specialized agencies that had supported those
efforts. Several representatives stressed the importance
of organizing Jong-term rehabilitation programmes and
the representative of UNDP described the long-term
programme drawn up by the Government of the Sudan
for submission to UNDP.

929. The representative of Denmark introduced a
joint draft resolution (ElAC.24/L,449) also spon
sored by Argentina, Austria, Egypt, Finland, France,
Ghana, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Mada.gascar,
Mali, the Netherlands, the Niger, Pakistan, th~ Philip
pines, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irt)land, Yemen
and Yugoslavia. Brazil and the United States of Amer
ica subsequently joined the sponsors of the draft reso
lution.

930. The Co-ordination Committee adopted the
draft resolution unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

931. At its 1854th meeting,9 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Co-ordinatio1l Committee (El
5302),10 adopted the draft resolution unanimously. In
resolution 1741 (LIV) the Council (l) noted with ap
preciation the continuing efforts of the Government of the
Sudan to achieve a peaceful and lasting settlement in the
southern part of the country; (2) commended the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for
the efficient manner in 'Nhich he had been co-ordinat
ing the relief, resettlement and rehabilitation operations

9 E/SR.1854.
10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 23.

in southern Sudan; (3) expressed its appreciation to
those organizations within the United Nations system,
non~governmental organizations, and individua~ Gov
ernments which responded to the appeals of the Sec
retary-General and the High Commissioner for Refu
gees by providing assistance to southern Sudanese
returnees and displaced persons in an effective and help
ful manner; (4) reaffirmed its resolutions 1655 (LII)
and 1705 (LIII) in which, inter alia, it urged the inter
national community to render the maximum possible
assistance to the Government of the Sudan in the en
deavour; (5) requested the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees to report again on the relief,
rehabilitation and resettlement effort to the Economic
and Social Council at its fifty-fifth session.

*
* *

932. In accordance with Council resolution 1741
(LIV), the Co-ordination Committee considered the
question of assistance to southern Sudanese returnees
and disp1.lced persons (item 23 of the agenda £or the
Council's fifty-fifth session) at its 502nd meeting.ll

933. It had before it a progress report of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, submitted
in accordance with Council resolution 1741 (LIV)
(E/5378).

934. Introducing the report the High Commissioner
recalled that the financial target of the programme,
which he had undertaken at the request of the Secre
tary-General, had been established at $20,630,701. The
figure included the cost of food aid, transport, agricul
tural aid, educational and health assistance and com
munications, including the building of a bridge over
the Nile at Juba, all of which were essential to enable
the refugees to resume their normal lives. Stressing that
voluntary repatriation constituted the best solution to
the problems of refugees, the High Commissioner in
formed the Committee that the majority both of the
500,000 pemons displaced within the Sudan, and of
those numbering some 180,000 who had been wel
comed in neighbouring countries were returning to their
homes. The few thousand remaining refugees whose
return was hampered by technical reasons were likely
to reach their homes during the next few months.

935. In order that the task might be completed, the
President of the Sudan had asked the Secretary-General '
to extend the dateline for the completion of the pro
gramme from 30 June to 31 October 1973.

936. The representative of Kenya aJso on behalf of
Brazil, Egypt, Ghana, Madagascar, Mali, Niger, Paki
stan, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America
submitted a draft resolution (ElAC.24/L,475). He
orally revised the draft resolution by adding the words
"the launching of" between the words "not affect" and
"the country programme" in operative paragraph 2, and
by inverting the words "to further" in operative para
graph 3 to read "further to".

937. Commenting on ,the draft resolution, repre
sentatives paid tribute to the magnanimous attitude of
the Government of the Sudan and to the spirit of soli
darity which had been displayed by the international
community in this situation. Members of the Committee
expressed appreciation of the work carried out by
UNHCR and the effectiveness with which it had co-

11 ElAC.24/SR.502.
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ordinated the activities of many organizations-both
governmental and non-governmental. A special tribute
was also paid to the African countries for the assistance
they had given, and especially to the Government of
the Sudan, for its efforts to re-establish the refugees and
displaced persons in the southern part of the country.

938. At the same meeting, the draft resolution, as
orally revised, was adopted unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

939. The Economic and Social Council at its 1874th
meeting,12 on the recommendation of the Economic
Committee (El5391 ) ,10 unanimously adopted reso
lution 1799 (LV) in which it (1) renewed the expres
sion of its appreciation to all Governments, specialized
agencies and non-governmental organizations for their
response to the appeals of the Secretary-General and
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
and for their participation in assistance to southern
Sudanese returnees and displaced persons; (2) noted
the extension, until 31 October 1973, of the arrange
ments made by the Secretary-General at the request of
the Government of the Sudan for the co-ordination of
relief, resettlement and rehabilitation operations by the
High Commissioner for Refugees and of the fact that
this extension is not to affect the launching of the coun
try programme for Sudan adopted by the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development Programme
at its 373rd meeting (E/5365, para. 17) in respect of
loncrer-term assistance; (3) called upon Governments,
spe~ialized agencies and non-governmental organiza
tions further to extend their assistance to the Govern
ment of the Sudan in its efforts towards the normali
zation of the situation in the region; (4) requested the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to
submit a final report on the situation to the Economic
and Social Council at its fifty-sixth session.

c. Report of the United. Nations High
COlnmissioner for Refugees

940. The annual report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (A/9012)13 was before
the Council at its fifty-fifth session (agenda item 25).

941. At the 1877th meeting,14 the President of the
Council said that the Council had decided at its resumed
forty-seventh session that the annual report of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees should
be tmnsmitted to the General Assembly without debate,
unless the Council at the specific request of one or
more of its members or of the High Commissioner de
cided otherwise. Since no request for consideration
of the report had been received, the Council decided,
at the proposal of the Chairman, to transmit the re
port of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session.

D. Assistance ill cases of natural disaster
and other disaster situations

942. The Council considered item 8 of the agenda
of its organizational session (Measures to be taken

12 E/SR.l874. .
13 Official Records of the Genera,l Assembly, Twentl-elghtlz

Session, Supplement No. 12, submItted to the CouncIl under
the symbol E/5306.

lot E/SR.1877.

following the earthquake in Nicaragua) at its 1848th
and 1849t11 meetings.15

943. At the 1848t11 meeting, the Under-Secretary·,
General for Political and General Assembly Affairs
informed the Council that, as soon as news of the
earthquake in Nicaragua had been received on 23 De
cember 1972, the Secretary-General had established a
co-ordination committee at Managua in an effort to
meet Nicaragua's need and, pursuant to the provisions
of General Assembly resolution 2816 (XXVI) con
cerning assistance in cases of natural disaster, had im
mediately extended all possible assistance. The United
Nations Children's Fund had authorized that $150,000
be drawn from its emergency reserve in order to provide
the country with the necessary medicaments. Further
more, following both the earthquake and the drought,
from which Nicaragua was also suffering, steps had
been taken to send food for 50,000 persons for one
month. The World Health Organization had arready
sent typhoid and rabies vaccines as well as equipment
and personnel. Five doctors, two sanitation experts, a
water-supply expert, and a UNESCO seismologist were
already in the field, together with two experts in the
reconstruction of urban centres who had previously
served on the 1970 mission to Peru. The Under
Secretary-Geneml said that immediately upon the re
ceipt of the report of the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator
on long-term reconstruction measures, the Secretary
General was probably going to launch an appeal on
behalf of Nicaragua.

944. At the same meeting, the representative of Trin
idad and Tobago, on behalf of his delegation and those
of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Haiti, Spain and Trinidad and
Tobago, introduced a draft resolution on the subject
(E/L.1534), and announced that, owing to a technical
error, the United States of America had been omitted
from the list of sponsors. He also announced that
Madagascar and Zaire had become sponsors of the
draft resolution. Subsequently, Argentina, Colombia,
Ghana, Kenya and Peru were added to the list of
sponsors in 'accordance with rule 75 of the rules of
procedure of the Economic and Social Council. Leb
anon, Mali and New Zealand also became sponsors.

945. Members of the Council expressed the sym
pathy of their Governments for the people and Govern
ment of Nicaragua in the great disaster that had struck
the country and strongly supported the purposes of the
draft resolution and of -any other measures that could
be taken to assist in the rebuilding of the city of
Managua and in relieving the suffering of the people.

946. At the same meeting, in response to suggestions
made during the discussion, the representative of Trin
idad and Tobago, on behalf of the sponsors, orally
revised the draft resolution by inserting in operative
paragraph 3 the words "and the specialized agencies con
cerned" after the words "Disaster Relief Co-ordinator"
and by deleting the word "and" after the words "Secre
tary-General"; inserting a new operative paragraph 4 by
which the Council would welcome the initiative taken
by the Economic Commission for Latin America to con
vene an extraordinary session of its Committee of the
Whole to examine measures for international co-opera
tion to be taken by the organizations of the United
Nations system, in particular by the Commission, in
order to assist the Government of Nicaragua; and by
deleting in the eleventh line of the newly re-numbered

Hi E/SR.1848 and 1849.
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operative paragraph 7 the word "and" after the word
"financial" and inserting the words "and other" after
the word "technical".

947. The Council adopted the draft resolution, as
orally revised, by acclamation.

948. In resolution 1733 (LIV) , the Council (1) ex
pressed its deep sympathy to the people and Govern
ment of Nicaragua for the loss of human life and dev
astation caused by the recent natural disaster
(2) noted with appreciation the measures already
taken by the Secretary-General and the Office of the
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to ensure the speediest
and most effective emergency aid for the victims in
Nicaragua; (3) requested the Secretary-General the
~ffi.ce of the I?isaster Relief Co-ordinator and the' spe
cIalIzed agencIes concerned to continue their efforts
to that end; (4) welcomed the initiative taken by the
Economic Commission for Latin America to convene
an extraordinary session of its Committee of the Whole
to examine measures for international co-operation to
be taken by the organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular by the Commission, in order to
assist the Government of Nicaragua; (5) requested the
international credit institutions to give urgent and
sympathetic consideration to emergency measures in
connexion with any request that Nicaragua mioht
make for loans and credits for the task of reconstr~c
tion, and to ensure that such loans and credits were of
the greatest possible magnitude and granted on the
most favourable terms; (6) invited the countries and
institutions that were creditors of Nicaragua to take
into account the grave emergency which it had suffered
and the demands created by rehabilitation, in relation
to restructuring its external debt, if the Government of
Nicaragua should so request; (7) requested the Secre
tary-General to invite the Governing Council of the
United Nations Development Programme and the Ad
ministrator of that Programme, the specialized agencies
and the organizations and programmes concerned, par
ticularly the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, the International Monetary Fund and
the Economic Commission for Latin America, and also
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organi
zation, the International Atomic Energy Agency, the
United.Nations. Confer.ence on Trade and Development,
the Umted NatIOns Children's Fund, the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research, the World Food
Programme and the International Labour Organisa
tion, to devote the largest possible volume of financial,
technical and other resources within their respective
programmes, in co-operation with the Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, to meeting assistance requests from the
Government of Nicaragua relating to the planning and
implementation of reconstruction work contemplated
in its initial emergency programmes and subsequent
rehabilitation programmes; (8) conveyed its desire that
the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme should consider favourablY1 within its
competence, requests for assistance that the Govern
ment of Nicaragua might submit in connexion with its
special medium-term and long-term rehabilitation pro
grammes; (9) requested the Governments of States
members of the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development and the International Development
Association to ask their directors in the Bank and the
Association to give particular attention, if necessary, to

Nicaragua's need for funds to finance its programmes
of rehabilitation and reconstruction and to study the
possibility of special machinery which would permit the
total financing and effective execution of projects relat
ing to those programmes; (10) invited the agencies
and institutions in question to give special attention to
the serious situation in Nicaragua and to that country's
need for assistance, bearing in mind the principle that
problems of reconstruction and rehabilitation were
inseparable from problems of economic and social de
velopment.

*
* *

949. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
22 of the Council's agenda for the fifty-fifth session
(Assistance in cases of natural disaster and other dis
aster situations) at its 503rd, 504th and 505th meet
ings.10 It had before it a note by the Secretary-General
on the activities of the Office of the United Nations
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO) (El5303).

950. Introducing the note, the United Nations Dis
aster Relief Co-ordinator outlined the steps he had
taken with respect to disasters which had occurf(;d in
Tunisia, Algeria and Tonga since the report had been
preJ::ared. In ad~ition to grants made from the Working
CapItal Fund, hIS office had been able to mobilize assist
ance from other sources and to arrange for free trans
portation of assistance provided by other donors. Free
air-freight thus provided during the first year of exist
ence of the office had amounted to over $400 000
which was considerably more t!lan the administ~ativ~
cost of the office. He described the role of his office
in the Sudano-Sahelian famine disaster, which due to
its specific character fell within the purview of FAO.
He stressed in this respect that disasters of "slow onset"
such a.s ~roughts, famines and diseases wo?ld normally
fall wIthm the programmes of other Umted Nations
bodies. The Co-ordinator also referred to the progress
made by his office towards fulfilling its mandate under
General Assembly resolution 2816 (XXVI) but stressed
that he had been hampered in this because of limited
resources, which did not enable him to implement all
the provisions of the resolution particularly in the field
of pre-disaster planning and disaster prevention. He
also clarified the liaison arrangements made for his
office by the Secretary-General in New ·York.

951. During the discussion, the work of the Office
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator was
g~ne.rall~ ~ommended, in ,Particular. the progress made
~Ith111 lmuted r~sources 111 ~oth dIsaster relief opera
tions and pre-dIsaster planmng. Most representatives
endorsed the suggestions made in the Secretary-Gen
eral's report (E/5303, paras. 27-28) while some
questioned the propriety of making provision for emer
gency assistance within the regular budget and stressed
that budget-related matters should be referred to the
Fifth Committee of the General Assembly. The view
was expresed by several representatives that the re
sources made available to the United Nations Disaster
Relief-Co-ordinator should be substantially increased
so as to give him the means to fully implement General
Assembly resolution 2816 (XXVI). Most delegations
emphasized the importance of action in the fields of
disaster preparedness and prevention and some stressed
that action in these fields meant in fact economizing
scarce resources since it cost less to prevent disasters

10 ElAC.24/SR.503, 504, 505.
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amend operative paragraph 3 to read as follows: uRec
onunends to the General Assembly to examine the
most expeditious procedures for the release of emer
gency assistance funds, taking into account all the views
expressed on this subject;". Further, he orally proposed
the insertion of the words "existing in the appropriate
United Nations agencies for this purpose", between
the words "emergency stockpiles" and "for assistance"
in operative paragraph 8. The representative of Egypt
orally proposed the deletion of the word "existing"
from the latter amendment proposed by the represen
tative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. After
an exchange of views, and in the light of the proposed
amendments, the representative of Madagascar further
orally revised the draft resolution as follows: (a) by
amending, as suggested by the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics, operative paragraph 3 to read
((Recommends to the General Assembly to examine the
most expeditious procedures for the release of emer
gency assistance funds, taking into account all the views
expressed on this subject, in particular in the Co
ordination Committee, as well as in the report of the
Secretary-General (A/9063);" and (b) by inserting in
operative paragraph 8 the words "established within the
United Nations system for this purpose" between the
words "emergency stockpiles" and "for assistance".

957. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted,
without a vote, the revised draft resolution (ElAC.241
LA77IRev.l) as orally revised.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

958. At its 1876th meeting,17 the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5401/Rev.l)l8 adopted by consensus resolution
1803 (LV) by which it (1) took note of the report of
the Secretary-General on the activities of the Office of
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (El
5303) during its first year of existence, and of the
statement made by the Co-ordinator in the Co-ordina
tion Committee at the Council's fifty-fifth session
(ElAC.24/SR.503); (2) expressed its satisfaction at
the manner in which the Co-ordinator is discharging his
responsibilities; (3) recommended the General Assem
bly to examine the most expeditious procedures for the
release of emergency assistance funds, taking into ac
count all the views expressed on this subject, in par
ticular in the Oo-ordination Committee, as well as in
the report of the Secretary-General; (4) further recom
mended that the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971 on
assistance in cases of natural disaster and other disaster
situations should be pursued as soon as possible in
such important fields as the prevention, control and
prediction of natural disasters, and the collection and
dissemination of information concerning technological
developments; (5) requested the Oo-ordinator to follow
up his activities and expand his contacts, with a view
to achieving better measures for dealing with disasters
and better disaster preparedness and in order to ensure
more timely and effective international assistance when
a disaster strikes; (6) requested the Secretary-General,
the World Health Organization, the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross and other international organ
izations concerned to do their utmost to help disaster
prone countries to train the relief personnel they may

17 E/SR.1876.
18 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 22.
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than to provide relief assistance. Two representatives
suggested not only a switch from the present system of
withdrawals from the Working Capital Fund for emer
gency assistance to a provision to that effect in the
regular budget but also that the ceiling for disaster
assistance in anyone year be increased from $200,000
to $500,000 and that part of this amount might be used
by UNDRO to send staff to the scene of disasters. One
representative also raised the question of establishing
a provident fund for assistance in pre-disaster planning,
the setting up of emergency stockpiles and the provision
of special equipment for recue and relief to disaster
prone countries and suggested that ~, study of this ques
tion be carried out, particularly with regard to stock
piles. He felt that the present amount of $25,000 made
available to the Co-ordinator for assistance in pre
disaster planning should be substantially increased; he
suggested an amount of $112,000 which, at the present
United Nations proforma cost, would enable the Co
ordinator to make available 45 man-months of expert
services to disaster-prone countries. With several other
representatives, he also emphasized the need for training
of relief personnel and the desirability for UNDP to
rapidly give favourable consideration to requests for
supplementary assistance for medium and long-term
rehabilitation and reconstruction submitted by disaster
stricken countries. One representative stressed the need
to publicize the activities of the Disaster Relief Co
ordinator, and suggested the publication of a newsletter
to inform the public and the international community
about the work of UNDRO.

952. The representatives of the League of Red Cross
Societies, the Intergovernmental Committee for Euro
pean Migrations and the International Civil Defence
Organization made statements in which they described
the activities of their organizations related to disasters,
expressed their satisfaction at the co-operation which
had already taken place between them and UNDRO
and pledged their continued support to its activities.

953. At the 503rd meeting, the representative of
Madagascar introduced the draft resolution (ElAC.241
LA77) also on behalf of Algeria, Mali, Niger, Pa
kistan, the Philippines, Tunisia and Turkey. At the
same time, the representative of .Madagascar orally
revised the draft resolution by rewording operative
paragraph 4 to read as follows: '"Further recommends
that the implementation of General Assembly resolution
2816 (XXVI) should be pursued as soon as possible
in such important fields as the prevention, control and
prediction of natural disasters, and the collection and
dissemination of information concerning technological
developments;".

954. The representative of Yemen joined in spon
soring the draft resolution.

955. At the 503rd and 504th meetings the represen
tatives of the United Kingdom, France, the Netherlands,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Belgium
suggested a number of oral amendments. At the 505th
meeting the representative of Madagascar introduced
the revised draft resolution (ElAC.24/LA77IRev.l)
incorporating the oral amendments and then further
orally revised it by inserting the words "his activities"
between the words "to follow up" and "and expand his
contacts", and by replacing the words "to ensuring"
by the words "in order to ensure" in operative para
graph 5.

956. At the same meeting, the representative of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics orally proposed to
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need and provide them wj~h the necessary equipment;
(7) invited the United Nations Development Pro
gramme to systematize the accelerated procedure al
ready established for meeting the emergency requests
for assistance submitted by disaster-stricken countries;
(8) requested the Secretary-General, in conjunction
with the specialized bodies in this field, to study the
most effective method of maintaining and utilizing emer
gency stockpiles established within the United Nations
system for the purpose of assistance to disaster victims;
(9) invited all Member States, all organizations of the
United Nations system and all other organizations con
cerned with disaster-related matters to continue to give
the Co-ordinator their full co-operation and support.

Eo Measures to be taken following the floods in
Tunisia

959. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 27 of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth ses
sion (Measures to be taken following the floods in Tuni
sia) at its 462nd meetingyl The Committee had before
it a letter dated 12 April 1973 from the President of
the Economic and Social Council addressed to the Sec
retary-General (E/5279), transmitting a letter from
the Permanent Representative of Madagascar to the
United Nations, relating to the inclusion of the item
in the Council's agenda, together with an explanatory
note concerning the disaster.

960. In an introductory statement, the Under-Secre
tary-General for Political and General Assembly Affairs,
who is responsible for liaison between the United
Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and Headquarters,
informed the Committee that as soon as initial reports
of the floods in Tunisia had been received, the Co
ordinator had conveyed to the Government of Tunisia
an offer of assistance from the United Nations. The
Co-ordinator had since been informed that various
Governments, the League of Red Cross Societies and
other voluntary organizations had provided prompt,
large-scale assistance for rescue and relief. The World
Food Programme (joint United Nations/FAO Pro
gramme) had under active and sympathetic considera
tion a request from the Government of Tunisia for
food and feed grain for a total estimated value of
approximately $1.3 million. In addition, United Nations
agencies in Tunisia were reviewing their programmes
with the Government in the light of the flood disas~::.r.

The Co-ordinator had also been informed that, while
appreciative of his offer of assistancl\ the Government
of Tunisia felt that it would not be necessary at that
time in view of the over-all situation.

961. Representatives expressed their regret at the
great loss of life and property caused by the floods in
Tunisia and a number of delegations took the opportun
ity to indicate assistance already provided by their
Governments to the authorities and people of Tunisia.
Representatives took note of the efforts made to date
by the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to
assist the people and Government of Tunisia and urged
that the concerned organizations of the United Nations
system should render the necessary assistance.

962. In the course of the meeting, the representative
of Madagascar introduced draft resolution E/AC.24/
L.437. The sponsors, in addition to Madagascar and
Lebanon, were Algeria, Austria, Egypt, Kenya, Mali,
Niger, Pakistan, Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey,

10 ElAC.24/SR,462.

Yugoslavia and Zaire. The representative of Pakistan
proposed that in operative paragraph 2 of the draft
resolution the word "outpouring" be replaced by the
word "expressions", the words "already displayed and"
by "as well as", and the words "stem the dangers of
the floods" by "repair the loss caused by the floods";
that the end of paragraph 3 be amended to read "and
effective assistance is provided to the Tunisian Gov
ernment for the devastated areas"; that the end of
paragraph 4 be amended to read "the International
Labour Organisation, to provide all possible assistance,
within the framework of their respective programmes,
in liaison with the Disaster Relief Co-ordinanor, in
response to any requests ..."; and that in paragraph 5
the words "consider with the necessary diligence" be
replaced by "urgently consider and respond expedi
tiously to". These amendments were accepted by the
sponsors.

963. The draft resolution, as revised, was adopted
unanimously by the Committee.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

964. At its 1853rd meeting,20 the Council unani
mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Co-ordination Committee in its report (E/5292 and
Corr.1).21 In resolution 1736 (LIV), it (1) expressed
its profound sympathy to the people and Government
of Tunisia on the loss of human life and the ravages
caused by the recent natural disasters; (2) noted with
appreciation the general expressions of friendship and
solidarity as well as the assistance in relief operations
provided by several countries and international organi
zations, which had helped Tunisia to repair the loss
caused by the floods; (3) noted with appreciation the
measures taken by the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to
ensure that the most prompt and effective assistance was
provided to the Tunisian Government for the devastated
areas; (4) requested the Secretary-General to invite
the Governing Council of the United Nations Devel1op
ment Progl unme and the Administrator of the Pro
gramme, the specialized agencies and the organizations
and programmes concerned, particularly the Interna
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the
International Monetary Fund and the Economic Com
mission for Africa, as well as the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization:l the
vVorld Health Organization, the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund, the World Food Programme and the
International Labour Organisation, to provide all pos
sible assistance, within their respective programmes,
to responding, in liaison with the Disaster Relief Co
ordinator, to any requests made by the Government of
Tunisia for assistance in the reconstruction work pro
vided for in its initial emergency programme; (5) ex
pressed its desire that the Governing Council and the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme should urgently consider and respond expe
ditiously to any requests for assistance within their
competence that the Government of Tunisia might sub
mit in connexion with its special medium-term and
long-term rehabilitation programmes.

20 E/SR.l853.
21 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 27.

118

th
ta
bt
A
m
of

ta
A
re
pr
m
dr
be
w,
ce
ab
tic
be
tio
SPI

ap
otio
mE
ha'
att
sio
tar
ant
ac1

of
spc
Ne
ten
par
titll
It-
per
libt
rig]
Ver
faU
res(

L
con

I the
I

(
~

ap]:
~sp'

mg
su()"~

0,

Pre
atte
the
seat
tute
was
the
tary
the
ShOl
the;
cern
the

22



.',.,>

L,.
;

I

I',
I

F. Capital punishnlcnt

965. The Social Committee considered item 13 of
the agenda for the Council's fifty-fourth session (Capi
tal pun!shment) at its 703rd to 707th meetings.22 It had
before It ~ repOl:t of the Secretary-General (E/5242 and
~dd.l) I?fornlln~ the C?uncil of the progress made
m collectmg the mformatIOn requested in paragraph 6
of General Assembly resolution 2857 (XXVI).

966. Introducing. the report, the Assistant Secre
tary-.General for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs noted that although 84 Member States had
resp~nded, a more intensive study was required to
provIde. more precise information brought up-to-date
m the lIght of the changing situation. It was difficult to
draw definite con?lusions and make valid comparisons
because of the dIfferences between countries and the
way .in which information had been provided. Still,
cert~I~ overall trends had emerged. Progress in the
a;bohtIOn ~f the death penalty was found more in prac
tIce than m law. There were often no olearcut lines
~etween "abolitionist" and "retentionist" States. Aboli
tIOn .by l~w did not always mean abolition in practice,
specIal CIrcumstances serving as justification for the
a;pplication of the death penalty. Conversely, the reten
.flon O! ,the death penalty in law did not necessarily
me~n ItS. use, a nu;mber of legally non-abolitionist States
havlll~ 111 fact dIscontinued capital punishment. The
attentIon of the Committee was drawn to the conolu
sions and outline of future tasks contained in the Secre
tary-General's report (E/5242, chap. IV) and its guid
ance requested regarding prospective United Nations
action in that respect.

967.. In the course of the debate, the representative
of Italy llltroduced a draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.624 ),
sponsored by Austria, Finland, Italy, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Sweden and Venezuela. He noted the
tend.ency toward de [acto abolition of the death penalty,
~artIcularly for o~dInary crimes, and the positive at
tItude to the questIOn demonstrated by many countries.
It was noted that there was no proof that the death
~enalty was a ~re~ter deterrent than the deprivation of
l~berty. ~he ~lIgmty and value of human beings, the
nght to hfe, In accordance with article 3 of the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights, and the risk of
fatal e~rors, were all cited by the sponsors of the draft
resolutIon a r '-easons why the United Nations should
continue its efforts towards the gradual phasing out of
the use of the death penalty and its eventual abolition.

968. Several representatives emphasized that the
application of capital punishment was merely one
aspect of the broader problem of preventing and treat
ing crime, and that it had to be tackled as such. It was
suggested that, accordingly, the Committee on Crime
Preve~ltion and C~ntrol give the matter its special
attentIO~, and that It b.e studied in depth, utilizing also
the serVICes of the Umted Nations Social Defence Re
search Institute and the regional social defence insti
tutes, with a view to shedding additional light on what
was a c01npl~cated question, and pointing the way for
the future actIOn to be undertaken in the area of its con
tary-General's comprehensive and objective report to
the Council had served a useful function and that it
should be widely disseminated and form the basis of
the future aotion to be undertaken in the area of its con
cern. There were some differences of opinion regardin o

the scope and specific means of such action, centring

22 ElAC.7 ISR.703-707.

primarily on the desirability of conveninO" an interna
tional seminar on this subject at an early date. There
was a .consensus that the current information gathering
and. dIsseminating activities of the Secretary-General
car~Ied out in co-operation with the Member States
WhICh had made possible the series of reports by th~
Secr~tary-Genera.lduring the past two years, should be
?ontu1;ued and that they should be supplemented by the
mclusIOll of the treatm~nt of capital cases in the periodic
reports on human nghts under Council resolution
10~4 C _(XX~IX)., as well a~ .in the reports on the
world crane SItuatIOn to be InItiated under General
Assembly resolution 3021 (XXVII).

969. The representative of Chile orally proposed
ame?~ments t? the dr~ft resolution (ElAC.7IL.624 ).
A revIsed verSIon was llltroduced by the sponsors (El
AC.7IL.624/Rev.l). The representative of Trinidad
and Tobago proposed two amendments (ElAC.7I
L.625). She further orally proposed the insertion in
paragraph 6 of the revised draft resolution (ElAC.7I
L.624/~ev.!) of}he words "and of the regional social
defence lllS~Itutes before the words "to examine". The
representatIve of Ghana iutroduced amendments
(ElAC.7IL.626) that were subsequently revised
(ElAC.7IL.626/Rev.l) .

970. The draft resolution was further revised by the
sponsors (ElAC.7IL.624/Rev.2). It ultimately incor
porated the oral amendment of Chile; the insertion of
the text proposed by Trinidad and Tobago (ElAC.7I
L.625, para. 1) at the end of the sixth preambular
paragraph as well as her oral amendment; the revised
a~endment of Ghana; an oral revision by the United
Kmgdom on behalf of the sponsors' and a deletion pro-
posed by Indonesia. '

971: By a recorded vote proposed by the repre
sentatIVe of New Zealand, the Committee adopted the
revised draft reso~ution (ElAC.7IL.624/Rev.2) as a
whole, as amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

972. At its 1855th meeting,23 the Council on the
recommendation of the Social Committee (E/5298) 24

by 13 votes to none with 12 abstentions adopted res'o
lution 1745 (LIV).

973.. In ~hat. resolution, th~ Council (l) reaffirmed
the mam objectIve of progressIvely restrictinO" the num
!Jer of offe~ces f~r which capital punishme~lt may be
Imposed, WIth a VIew to the desirability of its abolition'
(2) noted with satisfaction that since the issuance of
the, Ser.;retary-<!ener~l's !965 rep?rt capital punishment
hau been a??hsh~d III SIX countnes; (3) considered as
furt~er pOSItIve SIgns towards the abolition of capital
pUl1lshment (a) the fact that in countries where it
still exists it ~s generally considered as an exceptional
measu~·e and m most cases has not been applied for a
long tnne and (b) the progressive restriction in those
?ountries of ordinary offe!1ces for which it is or may be
Imposed; (4) expressed ItS deep concern at the intro
duction on occasion of harsher methods of execution in
volving e.g. torture or beating, no matter where and
under what circumstances these may have occurred'
(5) inv~ted the Secretary-General to present to th~
Econo.mIC and Social Council periodic up-dated and
analytIcal reports at five-year intervals starting from

23 E/SR.l855.
•24 Official RecC?rds of the Economic arid Social Council,

Flfty-fourth SeSSion, A nne;t('s, agenda item 13.
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1975; (6) invited Member States, so that the future
five-year reports may be based on all the information
available, (a) to include in their periodic reports sub
mitted under Economic and Social Council resolution
1074 C (XXXIX) any further change in the present
situation in regard to capital punishment and the safe
guards thereto (b) to inform the Secretary-General of
any new research carried out by qualified national
institutions ,and of any governmental action undertaken
to promote research in this field; and (7) invited the

Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, availing
itself also of the services of the United Nations Social
Defence Research Institute and of the regional social
defence institutes, to examine the third (1973) report
on this subject and to present to the Economic and
Social Council at its fifty-eighth session comments and
recommendations through the relevant functional com
missions to stimulate at the international and national
levels a better understanding of the issues presently
involved in the question of capital punishment.

A.
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Chapter XXV

QUESTIONS OF PROGRAMME AND CO·ORDINATION

A. Work programlne and budget for 1974..1975
and medium·term plan for 1974.1977 relating
to economic, social and hUlnan rights activities

974. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 16 of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Work programme and bl1dget for 1974-1975 and
medium-term plan for 1974-1977 relating to economic,
social and human rights activities) at its 492nd, 493rd
and 496th to 500th meetings).1

975. It had before it a note by the Secretary-General
on the work pl'ogramme and budget for 1974-1975
and the medium-term plan for 1974-1977 relating to
economic, social and human rights activities (E/5309
and Add.I-2); a note by the Secretary-General on the
medium-term plan for the period 1974-1977 (E/5362
and Add.1); a note by the Secretary-General contain
ing supplementary information on the specific activities
within programmes and p.c:ogramme components
(E/5329 and Corr.l); the report of the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination on its fourteenth ses
S1011;2 the report of the Commission ~or Social Develop
ment on its twenty-third session;3 a report containing
comments received from the specialized agencies and
the comments received from the specialized agencies
and the IAEA on the work programme and budget for
1974-1975 and the medium-term plan ~or 1974-1977
relating to economic, social and human rights activities
(E/5379); a note by the Secretary-General on the
organization of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (E/L.1558) and a note by the Secretary
General containing additional data on the programme
budget for 1974-1975 and the medium-term plan for
1974-1977 (E/AC.51/70 and Corr.1-2).

976. The programme budget and the medium-term
plan for the Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
which was considered to be of special interest to the
Council, was intI10duced by the Under-Secretary
General for Economic and Social Affairs. He stated that
the Department had endeavoured to relate the different
specific activities and projects to a number of major
topics-aver-all socio-economic planning, instruments
of plan implementation, problems of social justice and
social defence, development of resources and technol
ogy and the need to find solutions for new problems
arising in the world, such as those relating to multina
tional corporations, technology assessment and ocean
economics.

977. The first exercise was not, perhaps, decisive,
but it had provided an opportunity to initiate change.

1 ElAC.24ISR,492, 493, 496-500.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 12 (E/5364).
3 Ibid., Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 5 (E/5252).

It had proved less than convincing in regard to the
medium-term plan, owing to the limited time available
after the adoption of the relevant decisions by the
General Assembly and the absence of an agreed
methodology for preparing such a plan. It was necessary
for the organizations in the United Nations system to
hold consultations towards that end. Some informal
meetings had been held on the initiative of UNESCO
and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
had now agreed that such meetings be held on a regular
basis. That should facilitate an exchange of experience
and lead to some degree of harmonization in the pres
entation of their programme budgets and medium-term
plans by the various organizations.

978. The present fragmentation of activities was
such that it was not possible to show clearly the links
between interdependent problems as had been empha
sized at the recent series of joint meetings of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordLqation and the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. It was es
sential that a number of programmes should be the sub
ject of an analysis covering all the United Nations bodies
dealing with them. Although not easy, it should be pos
sible for the Department, UNCTAD, UNIDO and the
regional economic commissions and UNESOB to under
take such an interorganizational analysis with a view to
avoiding duplication and assuring programme co
ordination.

979. Turning to the question of the rc-organization
of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, he
recalled that the implementation of the Administrative
Management Service's recommendations had been de
layed to enable the Secretary-General to state his views
on them. The Secretary-General had already begun to
implement certain recommendations requiring adminis
trative re-arrangements within the Department. In par
ticular, he had approved the regrouping of certain
units to timble related economic and social problems
to be dealt with from an interdisciplinary standpoint.
He stressed that the recommendations of the Adminis
trative Management Service which had been accepted
by the Secretary-General were worthy of the greatest
attention as that Service aimed at the improvement of
the efficiency of the Secretariat.

980. It was generally felt in the Committee that
while the new form of the budget was an improvement
over the old form and represented an important :first
step towards the achievement of an integrated pro
gramming, planning and budgeting system, further im
provements were still necessary. There were enormous
discrepancies in the degree of detail presented under
the various programmes and the formulation of some
programmes seemed imprecise and blurred. The lan
guage used in describing programmes, in stating objec
tives and in quantifying output was excessively general
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in nature and very vague. It was difficult to link the
data provided in the documents with what actually was
the specific content and type of work to be carried out.
It was regretted that the documentation had been de
layed, with the result that the Council was able to devote:
only a limited amount of time to the consideration of
the programme budget and the medium-term plan, in
particular to their programme content. Stress was laid
on the importance in the future of strictly adhering to
the timetable agreed to by the General Assembly for
preparing and considering the programme budget and
the medium-term plan.

981. There was wide acceptance of the view that
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination had
performed very useful work in reviewing the programme
budget and medium-term plan documents for the Council
and the specific recommendations of the CPC received
broad support. A number of points relating to the format
and presentation of the documents were particularly em
phasized. These included: improvement of the statements
of the objectives of programmes, programme components
and specific activities; a clear delineation of the relation
ship between objectives and the means of action for ac
complishing them; an indication of what work was new,
expanding or continuing; more attention to measuring
achievement; cross referencing of programmes; alloca
tion of indirect costs, so far as possible, to all pro
grammes; and, complete information on extra-budgetary
resources. It was suggested that the purely descriptive
data on programmes and programme components
should be supplemented by graphs, charts and tables in
order to give a clear picture of the various relationships
existing among activities, the priorities assigned to
programmes and the substantive content of the data
available. Furthermore, the programmes should be pre
sented in such a way as to show schematically the con
tent of each and every programme. The terminology used
needed improvement; particularly jargon and verbosity
should be avoided. Improvement in the consistency and
accuracy of the terminology used in translation was also
required.

982. The view was widely shared that programme
budgeting would lead to a more effective means for co
ordinating the work within the United Nations system.
It was felt that the absence of a global approach in
providing for the Council an over-all picture of the con
tent of each programme as a whole, irrespective of the
particular organizational units carrying out various parts
of the programme, seriously jeojardized the Council's
ability to co-ordinate activities that were either com
plementary, supplementary or supportive. It would be
impossible to determine the extent of co-ordination
achieved in the pre-programming and evaluation stages
if the documentation structure did not allow for the
inclusion of such data. The segregation of certain expen
ditures relating to documentation and conference serv
ices in separate sections rather than their being charged
to the relevant programmes further accentuated the
lack of comparability between the various programme
sections. It was suggested that in the future considerable
benefit for legislative bodies cmlld accrue from adopting
a global presentation by category of programme in the
medium-term plan and the present organizational ap
proach in the biennial programme budget. There was
general support for the uniform presentation of pro
gramme budgets, the synchronization of budget cycles
and planning periods and an integrated system of prior
consultations throughout the United Nations system.

983. Several representatives referred to the im
portance of using the new programme budgeting system
to facilitate the establishment of priorities for the effec
tive allocation of limited resources among the large
number of United Nations activities. It was observed
that a correct ordering of priorities required the giving
of emphasis to projects that could be carried out rapidly
while making an effective contribution to the Inter
national Development Strategy. When success had been
achieved in one selected area, resources and efforts
could be shifted to another area in which there was
the same favourable basis for success. A number of
representatives endorsed the concept that over-all policy
formulation and setting up of priorities in the activities
of the United Nations depended solely upon the inter
governmental decision-making process. Others, while in
agreement with that approach, observed that it was,
however, for the Secretariat to analyse the programme
requests of legislative bodies with a view to ascertaining
and stating priorities in olear terms.

984. On the subject of the level of budget as a
whole and the resources required to finance the pro
grammes proposed by the Secretary-General, a number
of representatives, while reserving their Governments'
positions, observed that the Council should not attempt
in its review of the programme budget to replace the
work of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions or the Fifth Committee of the
General Assembly. One representative felt that many
programmes had been drawn up without any indication
that the financial resources required for their implemen
tation had been taken into account. It was also pointed
out that the resources available to the Organization
were limited and that the programme budget did not
respect the principle of austerity. Every efiort should
be made to increase efficiency and to economize in the
use of resources. On the other hand, the view was ex
pressed that the new biennial cycle might lead to the
imposition of an arbitrary ceiling on United Nations
expenditures and that the whole programme and budget
exercise had been worked out under a very unfavour
able working hypothesis that did not take into account
the necessary programme growth envisaged and desired
by most developing countries. One representative drew
attention to the number of projected studies, reviews,
handbooks and the like which it was felt could only
be produced in a perfunctory and superficial way with
available budgetary resources. While recognizing the
urgent need for an over-all increase in development
resources, he emphasized the importance of a realistic
and efficient allocation of available resources. Another
representative pointed out that in a system that was
constantly called upon to adapt itself to new problems
and new priorities set by Governments, a state of equili
brium with a fixed pattern of programme schedules and
related budgetary p:-qvisions might never be attained.

985'. It was recalled that the new format of the
budget had been put into operation on an experimental
basis only, and attention was t.irawn to the problems
still to be faced, namely, how appropriations would
be administered, hmv excessive rigidity would be
avoided, how legislative bodies would review and ap
prove th0 programme and how the Council could
reassert its authority as the central co-ordinator of the
work of the United Nations system in the economic,
social and human rights fields., Several representatives
stressed the importance of involving the Council's
functional commissions and other subsidiary and related
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General's conclusion that the development planning,
projections and policies functions of the Department
should be broadened and strengthened. Another repre
sentative felt that a major criticism of the Department
was that it had committed a large part of its resources
to carrying out studies that were neither sufficiently
profound to have any considerable academic value,
~or sufficie,nNy specific to be of practical use to develop
mg countnes. Far from making a new departure, the
suggested reforms continued and further entrenched
tra?i~i?nal pr~ctices. In .his estimation, the important
actIvItIcs rclatmg to publIc finance and financial institu
tions programmes would be swallowed up by the
Centre for Development Planning, Projections and
Policies, which appeared to have virtually beoome a
!heoretical research centre, and be inadcquately covered
111 the Public Administration Division. One repre
sentative wished to see more specific evidence of
efforts made to ensure that the work of the Depart
ment was organized and carried out in the most
rational and efficient manner, in accordance with the
statement in the first sentence of paragraph 11 of the
report of the Secretary-General. Some representatives
~ese!ved their positions on the question of the organ
IzatIOn of the Department as they felt that more time
~ould be req,uired to carry out the necessary consulta
tIons and gIve the matter the careful attention it
deserved.

bodies in the determination of objectives, the formula
tion of programme content and priorities and the review
of ongoing or continuing activities.

986. It was generally felt that a comprehensive
system of programme budgeting required effective
supervision of impJementation and an analysis of the
results achieved. Furthermore, performance monitoring
must provide for continuously updating the programme
budget and the medium-term plan. In effect, the system
must be devised and used as a management tool.
Particular importance was attached by a number of
representatives to the proposal to establish a central
planning, programming and evaluation service within
the Secretariat.

987. Several representatives made specific com
ments on the various sections of the programme budget
and the medium-term plan, in particular on the pro
grammes included in section 7 relating to the Depart
ment of Economic and Social Affairs. One representa
tive considered that the planned increase in expenditure
for the Department of Economic and Social Affairs
for 1974/1975 exceeded the percentage growth rate of
over-aM United NCl tions budgetary income and the
growth of the gross national products of :rviember
States. Another representative was of the view that
inadequate resources had been allocated to the Depart
ment under the regular budget. Some representatives
feH that the objectives for the Department had been
formulated without taking into account the basic pur- 990. The Under-Secretary-General for Economic
pose of achieving international co-operation in accord- and Social Affairs responded to questions raised on
ance with Article I, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the the orgar;ization of the Department. He explained that
United Nations as well as the goal of accelerating the eco- the studIes undertaken by the Department were in-
nomic development of developing countries and helping tended to assist the General Assembly and the Council
them to achieve economic independence. Some other to take decisions on policy matters. The Department's
representatives believed that emphasis in the Depart- operational activities, undertaken at the request of the
ment's work programme should be placed on the im- Governments of the developing countries themselves
plementation of the International Development Strategy ~ere extr~mely important. There were at the present
and the review and appraisal exercise. The view was !Ime, .for mstance, 150 or more planning experts work-
expressed that the Department had not given sufficient mg wIth Governments, supported by the services of the
attention to the need to establish a proper re,lationship Ce~t~e for Development P,lanning, Projections and
between, and adopt a ful,ly comprehensive approach PolICIes. The establishment of multidisciplinary advisory
towards, economic and social development. A number teams in the Caribbean and in Africa the seminars
of representatives were concerned over possible over- organized by they Centre and the sympa'sia undertaken
lapping and duplication of work being undertaken by to prepare for the 1975 review and appraisal were
the Department with that of other organizations. In this other examples of practical operational activities of
context, particular reference was made to Ocean Eco- the.l?~partment. The research activities and operational
nomics and Technology, Natural Resources, Public actIVItIes of the Department of Economic and Social
Finance and Financial Institutions and Tourism, Some Affairs compiemented one another and strengthened one
representatives also made detailed comments on the ano~her, They were at present dominated by one great
various programmes within section 7. proJect: the S~cond United Nations Development

Decade. ,In partIcl;1lar, the Departm~nt was engaged in
988. The Under-Secretary-General for Economic elaboratmg the umfied approach wInch the Council and

and Social Affairs affirmed that the work programme !he .General As~embly ~ad established as a major ob-
proposals were based, by and ,large, on decisions taken ject.Ive. It. :V~S 11l the lIght of that objective that the
by legisJative organs of the United Nations system. soc!a~ .actIVItIes had been regrouped and part of their
Admittedly, those decisions might not have been actIVItIes entrusted to the Centre for Development
translated in an cases into the exact kinds of pro- Planning, Projections and Policies. The reorcranization
grammes desired, but the review process, in bringing of the unit. to which one representative hal referred,
to light governmental ideas on gaps and shortcomings, had been prompted by the very reasons stated, namely
should enable the Secretariat to rectify the position, to im~rove the efficiency of assistance to developing

989. The Secretary-General's report on the organ- countnes. The purpose of the reorganization was to
ization of the Department of Economic and Social strengthen activities in the fields of resource mobiliza-
Affairs received the attention of a number of repre- tion, investment, finance and budgetary reforms and
sentatives. One representative would have liked to see taxation. The reorganization of the Departmcnt had
the Secretary-General's conceptual views on the tasks been reco!n?1en~ed more than two years previousJy by
and functions of the Department in relation to the thc AdmullstratIve M.anagement Service, which had
strengthening and revitalization of the Council's roJe commented upon the llladequacy of the work carried
and the implementation of the Inierr.ational Develop- out by the Department in certain fields due to insuf-
ment Strategy. He, however, supported the Secretary- ficiently manned units and it was felt that the potential
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the revised draft resolution. The Council adopted by
consensus the revised draft resolution as amended by
the Netherlands.

995. In resolution 1801 (LV), 'the Council (1)
recommended to the General Assembly that the pro
gramme-reviewing bodies and the Secretary-General be
requested, in preparing future budgets and medium
term plans to take into account, to the maximum extent
possible, inter alia, the considerations and recommenda
tions contained in paragraph 96 (A) of the report of
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination on
its fourteenth session; (2) further recommended to the
General Assembly that, in examining the programme
budget for 1974-1975 and medium-term plan for 1974
1977, it take into account the considerations contained
in the report of the Committee for Programme 'and
Co-ordination on its fourl1eenth session, as well as,
inter alia, the conclusions concerning the work pro
gramme of the Depa1~tment of Economic and Social
Affairs as recommended in paragraph 96 (B); (3) re
quested the General Assembly to take into account the
comments 'and propos1als made during the debate on
this ques1tion at the fifty-fifth session of the COlmcil;
(4) decided to transmit the report of the Committee
for Progmmme and Co-ordination on its fourteenth
session, together with the summary records of that
session1,to the General Assembly.

B. Reports of the specialized agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency

996. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
17(a) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Co-ordination: reports of the specialized agencies and
the International Atomic Energy Agency) at its 4818t
to 486th, 495th and 501st meetings.G It had before it
the summaries of the reports of the ILO (E/5321
and Add.l), FAO (E/5296), UNESCO (E/5287),
ICAO (E/5322), WHO (E/5319), UPU (E/5323),
ITU (E/5281 and add.l), WMO (E/5324), IMCO
(E/5320) and IAEA CE/527!). The full reports of
these agencies were also a.vailable.

997. In accordance with paragraph 4 of Council
resolution 1728A (LIII) , the reports of IMCO,
UNESCO and the ILO were examined in depth. There
was also some discussion of the reports of other agen
cies. Commenting on the format and content of these
reports, members of the Committee expressed the hope
that future submissions by the agencies, particulaftly
those to be reviewed in depth, would be better geared
to the Council's requirements and methods of work,
as set forth in resolution 1768 (LIV). In particular,
it was hoped that agency reports would focus more
sharply on multidisciplinary aspects of the organizations'
work, and on the co-ordination problems involved.
The view was also expressed that, in order to enable
the Council to perform more effectively its co-ordina
tion role, agency reports should not confine themselves
to a description of past activities but should also
provide an indication of future programme trends and
directions.

998. The Secretary-General of the Inter-Govern
mental Maritime Consultative Organization, introducing
the report of IMCO, outlined the contribution which
the organization was making to the protection of the
human environment, through its work in preventing
pollution of the sea from ships and drew attention to
the increasing importance attached by !MCa to tech-

o ElAC.24/SR.481-486, 495, 501.
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advantages for the proposed activities were increased
by being able to can upon the additional staff resources
available in the Centre and the Public Administration
Division.

991. At the 493rd meeting, the representative of
Pakistan also on behalf of Denmark, Hungary and
Trinidad and Tobago introduced a draft resolution
(E/AC.24/L,465). In the light of suggestions made
by the representatives of Italy, Japan and the Nether
lands to amend the draft res01ution, the representative
of Denmark, at the 500th meeting, introduced the
revised draft resolution (E/AC.24/L.465/Rev.l). At
the same meeting, the representative of Spain orally
proposed the deletion of the words "with appreciation"
after the word "Noting" in the third paragraph of the
preamble. Further, he proposed the insertion of the
words "inter alia" after the words "to the maximum
extent possible," in operative paragraph 1. The repre
sentative of Belgium orally proposed the addition, ,at
the end of operative paragraph 1, of the following
words: "as well as ideas and suggestions taken from
the summary records of the discussions in the Co-or
dination Committee on agenda item 16". The repre
sentative of Brazil orally proposed replacing the word
"approving" in operative paragraph 2 by the word
"examining". The representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics orally proposed that operative para
graph 9 be preceded by the following words "Requests
the General Assembly to take into account the com
ments and proposals made during the debates on this
question at the fifty-fifth session of the Council and".

992. At the same 500th meeting, in the light of the
proposed amendments, the representative of Denmark,
on behalf of the sponsors, orally revised the draft
resolution as foHows: (a) by deleting the words "with
appreciation" after the word "Noting" in the third
paragraph of the preamble; (b) by inserting the words
"inter alia" after the words "to the maximum extent
possible," and by deleting the words "in particular
those contained in subparagraphs 9 and 12" at the end
of operative paragraph 1; (c) by replacing the word
"approving" by the word "examining" in operative
paragraph 2; (d) by replacing operative paragraph 3
by a new text which would read as foHows: "Requests
the General Assembly to take into account the com
ments and proposals made during the debates on this
question at the fifty-fifth session of the Council;" and
(e) by deleting the words "and the views expressed
at the, fifty-fifth session of the Council" from the
previous operative paragraph 3 of the revised draft
resolution, which became the new operative para
graph 4.

993. After the withdrawal of his proposed amend
ment by the representative of Belgium, the Committee
adopted the revised draft ,resolution, as further oraNy
revised, without a vote, as a recommendation to the
Council, with the understanding that reservations ex
pressed by delegations would appear in the summary
records of the meetings.

4 E/SR.1876.
5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 16.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

994. The Council, at its 1876th meeting,4 considered
the draft resorrution recommended by the Co-ordination
Committee (E/5388).5 The representative of the
Nethedands proposed an amendment (E/L.1565) to
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1002. With regard to the report of the ILO, mem- . ,

bers of the Committee commended the ILO for the I':' I
role it had played in the preparation of the special ACC
report on employment policy at present before the r
Council. Questions were raised regarding interagencyt "
co-ordination in a number of fields in which the ILO ~. '
was engaged, including human resources development, ~. i

occupational medicine, social security and industrial 1:
development. Further information was also requested r
regarding the progress made by the ILO in its work 1: :
regarding multinational corporations, and its role with l~ :
respect to income distribution and other economic r
problems having an impact on the living conditions ~
of workers. Some i ~presentatives expressed concern at f'
the rate of growth of ILO's budget, and stressed the I
need for far-reaching changes in the structure of f
the organization, particuJady as regards the application I
of the principle of tripartite representation, and for a If'
modernization of its methods of work.

1003. In his reply to points raised during the I
debate, the Director-General of the ILO assured mem- '
bers of the continued attention which would be paid !
by the ILO to questions of co-ordination, particularly "I'

in view of the multidisciplinary character of ILO's t
over-all responsibilities 'and of many of the advisory I

and operational activities which it undertook in pur- I
suance of its mandate. \

1004. At the 495th meeting, the representative of \
Kenya introduced, also on behalf of India, a draft )
decision (ElAC.24ILA70) concerning the in-depth I
reviews of the reports of the specialized agencies. He r
then revised it orally by insertinp" in the first sentence j
of the draft decision the words "a~d the IAEA" between i

the words "the specialized agencies" and "suggested". \
At the suggestion of the representative of Japan, he i
further oraJlly revised the last sentence of the draft \
decision by inserting between the words "under resolu·· !
tion 1768 (LIV)" and "and taking into consideration" I
the following text: "paying due regard to the need for \
7ncouragi~g more act~ve participation of these agencies I
m the polIcy elaboratIOn process of the Economic and 1
Social Council, as recommended by resolution 1771 l
(LIV)". Japan ,then joined in sponsoring the draft I I
decision. At the 500th meeting, Poland joined in \ .
sponsoring the draft decision, which was adopted, as j

orally revised, without a vote. 1

1005. At the 501st meeting the Committee con- I·
sidered a draft resolution proposed by the Qlairman I

(ElAC.24/L,473/Rev.1) concerning the in-depthl.•
reviews of the reports of IMCO, UNESCO and the I·

ILO. In the light of a number of proposals and j
suggestions for amendments, the Chairman withdrew I
the draft resolution with the understanding that the
views expressed by the delegations would be reflected
in the records of the meetings.

1006. At the same meeting, the representative of
Brazil introduced a draft decision noting the reports
of the specialized agencies (E/AC.24/L,476) which
he orally revised by (a) replacing the word "request"
by the words "take note of the reports of"; (b) by
replacing the words "the reports of which have not
been reviewed in depth during the fifty-fifth session of
the Council" by the words "and to request them";
(c) by replacing the words "the comments made during
the general discussion," by the words "all comments
made during the discussion of this item, and par
ticularly those concerning the presentation of these
reports and the co-ordination of the activities of the
various agencies". At the same meeting, the Com-
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nical assistance to developing countries. In the execu
tion of its technical assistance programme, on projects
for training and certifying of seafarers, IMCO had
established a pattern of close co-operation with the
ILO. The organization was also collaborating with
UNESCO in the field of oceanography, and had now
reached fuB agreement with UNCTAD regarding their
respective roles in respect to shipping and technical
assistance in maritime transport. He hoped that a
tripartite ILO/UNCTAD/IMCO presentation of the
combined capability of the three organizations in tech
nical assistance would soon become available.

999. Members of the Committee expressed satisfac
tion with the effective collaboration of IMCO with
other United Nations bodies. One representative ex
pressed some reservations regarding the proposed estab
lishment within IMCO of a committee fror the protec
tion of marine environment. Questions were raised on
IMCO's activities relating to container transport and on
its work for the elaboration of an international maritime
satellite system, particularly with regard to the role
which ICAO and ITV wouJd play in the planning of
the project. One representative, however, expressed
the view that there was evidence of a certain prolifera
tion of meetings and documentation developing in the
organization, while another representative voiced some
concern at the rate of growth of IMCO's budget.

1000. The Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, in
troducing the report of the agency, cited a number of
major interdisciplinary projects being undertaken by
the organization, including the programme recently
launched by the Intergovernmental Conference for the
Establishment of a World Science Information System
(UNISIST); the programme on Man and the Bio
sphere (MAB); the International Geological Correla
tion Programme; the InternationaJI Hydrological Decade,
in which WMO was closely associated; and the work
of UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Com
mission (IOC), in which a number of organizations,
including the United Nations, WMO, FAO and IMCO,
were co-operating. He further stated that at a time
when UNESCO was embarking upon medium-term con
certed planning, it stood particularly to benefit by
receiving from the Council an over-all framework into
which the content of the concerted programmes could
be fitted.

1001. Members of the Committee commended
UNESCO's educational programme and the increasing
attention being paid by the Organization to topical
problems in the field of education and to the educa
tional needs of specific groups, in keeping with the
objectives of the Second United Nations Development
Decade. They also expressed support for UNESCO's
action in fostering human rights and for the elimina
tion of racialism and colonialism, and welcomed the
propress made in its work relating to the environment,
the .natural and social sciences sector and the preserva
tion and safeguard of cultural values. Recalling the
debate at the last session of the General Conference,
some representatives reiterated their concern about the
rate of growth of UNESCO's budget. With respect of
UNESCO~s relationships with other organizations, mem
bers doted the importance attached by UNESCO to
co-ordination and effective prior consultations on the
work programmes, and expressed the hope that
UNESCO's efforts in this area would continue to be
strengthened in the future.
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mittee adopted the draft decision, as orally revised,
without a vote.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1007. At its 1876th meeting,-! the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5389 and Corr.l)7 adopted without a vote the draft
decision in which it decided (a) to accept the order for
in-,depth reviews of the annual reports of the specialized
agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency
sucrcrested in the report of the Administrative Committee00

011 Co-ordination for 1972/73 (E/5289 (part I), para.
46); (b) to continue the agency in-depth reviews until
the completion of the first cy~::? of in-depth reviews in
1975; (c) to review, prior to tha~ cOD1pl~tion, t~e
guide-lines for these annual reports, In th~ lIght o~ Its
review of the agreements between the Umted NatIOns
and the specialized agencies and t~e International
Atomic Energy Agency in accordance wIth paragraph 13
of Council resolution 1768 (LIV) of 18 May 1973,
and havincr due regard to the necessity of encouraging
those age~cies to participate more 8.e;tive1y in the
policy-elaborating processes of the Council, as recom
mended in Council resoJution 1771 (LIV) of 18 May
1973, and also taking into consideration the debates
on this subject during the fifty-fifth session of the
Council.

1008. At the same meeting,2 the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5389 and Corr.1)3 adopted without a vote the
draft decision in which it took note of the reports of
the specialized agencies and the Internation8Jl Atomic
Energy Agency and decided to request the agencies !o
take note of the comments made on the reports, In
particular concerning the presentation of the rep.orts
and the co-ordination of the activities of the varIOUS
organizations, during the discussion thereon at the
Council's fifty-fifth session.

C. Reports of the COID111iUee for Progralnme and
Co-ordination and of the Joint Meetings of the
COlum.iUee for Programme and Co-ordination
and the Adulillisiraiive Coulll1ittee on Co
ordination

1009. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 17 (c) of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth
session (Reports of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination and of the Joint Meetings of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-or~ina~ion and. the Ad
ministrative Committee on Co-ordmatIOl1) at Its 490th
and 501 st meetings.s It had before it the report of
the Chairman of CPC and the Chairman of ACC on
the Joint Meetings of CPC and ACC (E/5371). The
report of CPC 011 its ~ou!teent~ ses.sion was not b~f?re
the Council under thIS Item, 111 VIew of the deCISIOn
adopted by the Council at its 1858th meeting t1~at

CPC at its fourteenth session should deal only WIth
the item on the work programme and budget and the
medium-term plan.

1010. Members of the Committee commented on
the results of the discussions on the two items on the
al!.enda of the Joint Meetings (Prior consultations on
w~rk programmes and m~d-ium-term p~ans; Arrange
ments for the mid-term revIew and apprmsal of progress
of the International Development Strategy). The pro-

7 OfficiaL Records of the Ecol1t;Jmic and Social Council,
Fifty-fiftb Sessioll, Annexes, agenda Item 17.

8 ElAC.24/SR.490, 501.

gress being made in improving the .functioni?g of the
Joint Meetings, pursuant to <;ouncll resolutIOn 1771
(LIV), was welcomed and It was agreed that, as
indicated in the report (E/5371, para. 7), those
meetings, in becoming more effective, should form. the
culmination of a continuous process of consultatIOns
and dialogue at the working level between secretariats
and government representatives on all current questions
coming before the Council and its suhsidiary bodies.

1011. At the 501st meeting, the Chairman propose?
orally a draft decision recommending that the CouncIl
take note of the reports of the Chairman of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination and the
Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co
ordination on the 1atest Joint Meetings of CPC and
ACC. The Chairman's proposal was adopted without
a vote.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1012. At its 1876th meeting,4 the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5389)7 adopted the decision in which it took note
of the report of the Chairman of the Committee for
Procrramme and Co-ordination and the Chairman of the
Adl~inistrative Committee on Co-ordination on the
Joint Meetincrs of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordinatio; and the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination (E/5371).

D. Reports of the Adlninistrative Comluittee on
Co-ordination

1013. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 17 (b) of the agenda fo~ ~he C;0uncil's ~fty-fifth
session (Reports of the AdmmlstratIve CommIttee on
Co-ordination) at its 487th, 488th, 490th, 493rd, 495th,
500th and 501st meetings.9 It had before it the annual
report of ACC (E/5289 (part 1», a special report
by ACC on employment policy in the Second United
Nations Development Decade (E/5289 (part II) and
ACC's annual report on expenditures in relation to
programmes (£/5359).

1014. The Assistant Secretary-General for Inter
Acrency Affairs in his introductory statement reiterated
th~ Secrctary-General's support for the Council's effo~ts
to rationalize its methods of work and to reassert ItS
role as co-ordinator of the poHcies and activities of
the United Nations system of organizations. He ex
plained that, in pursuance of Council resolution 1643
(Ll), the ACC report was fullle~ than .usual and
reviewed in depth a number of questIOns of mteragency
concern. He drew attention to part IT of the report,
which dewlt with the outcome of the work of the ACC
functional group on employment policy, under the
chairmanship of the Director-Gener.a1 of the ILO: In
part I of the report, he drew attentIOn to the sectIOns
on prior consultations on the work programmes, the
implementation by organizations of the D~c1aration ~:m

the Granting of Independence to Cololllal CountrIes
and Peoples, and the activities of the Environment
Co-ordinating Board.

1015. Members of the Committee commended ACC
for the report and stressed the importance of ACC's
constructive support, in the context of the assistance
required by the Council to strengthen its co-ordinating
role. The parts of the report dealing with prior c?n
sultations on the work programmes and the extenSIOn
of these arrangements to medium-term plans, in par-

9 ElAC.24/SR.487, 488, 490, 493, 495, 500, 501.
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ticular, were cited as reflecting a commeudable approach
to co-ordination, along the Jines indicated by the
Council. As regards the steps taken by the members
of ACC to promote the implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, the view was expressed that
greater emphasis should be placed on assistance to
liberation movements, in consultation with the Organ
ization of African Unity.

1016. Some representatives felt that there was a
need for further improvements in the methods of work
of ACC and noted that there continued to be a
proliferation of inters~cretariat meetings. It was sug
gested that the ACC report should provide more
systematic information on the functioning of the inter
secretariat machinery, and on the periodicity and
agendas of meetings of ACC subsidiary bodies. Mem
bers generally agreed, however, that ACC had gone a
considerable distance towards meeting the wishes of the
Council embodied in resoJution 1643 (LI), and par
ticularly welcomed the suggestions for action by the
Economic and Social Council concerning, inter alia,
the excrcise of closer control over the proolamation of
international years and anniversaries, and the peri
odicity and type of reporting required in the field of
natural and water resources and of protein (E/52891
(part I), chap. LA). Wide support was also expressed
for the ACC recommendations regarding the schedule
of future in-depth reviews of agency reports, and the
choice of information systems as a topic for in-depth
consideration by the Council in 1974, on the basis
of a study by ACC. Some representatives suggested
that the Coundl would also benefit from a preliminary
study by ACC of the co-ordination of marine science
activities.

1017. At the 490th meeting, the representative of
New Zealand introduced, also on behalf of Trinidad
and Tobago, a draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.462) on
international years and anniversaries. At the 495th
meeting, the representative of Kenya orally proposed
the insertion of the words "if possible" between the
words "should" and "be avoided" in operative para
graph 4, which was accepted by the sponsors. At the
same meeting, the draft resolution, as orally revised,
was adopted without a vote.

1018. At the 493rd meeting, the representative of
the United States of America introduced, also on behalf
of Denmark, Japan, Italy, Kenya and the Netherlands,
a draft decision providing for the in-depth review
by the Council in 1974 of information systems in the
United Nations family (ElAC.24/L.464). He then
revised it orally by replacing the words "information
systems" in operative paragraph 3 by the words "the
management of programmes and projects'9. At the
495th meeting, the Committee adopted the draft de
cision, as orally revised, without a vote.

1019. At the 495th meeting, the representative
of the Netherlands introduced a draft decision
(ElAC.24/L.468) concerning medium-term planning
in the United Nations system. At the 500th meeting, in
the Hght of suggestions for amendments made by
delegations at the 495'th meeting, the representative of
the Netherlands introduced, also on behalf of India,
a revised version of the draft decision (ElAC.241
L.468/Rev.l). At the 501st meeting, the Committee
adopted the revised draft decision without a vote.

1020. At the 495th meeting, the representa
tive of New Zealand introduced four draft decisions

(ElAC.24/L.469) dealing with the annual report of
ACC, and with reporting in the fields of marine science,
protein, and water resources. At the same meeting, the
representatives of Algeria, Chile, Poland and the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics proposed the deletion of
the draft decision dealing with marine activities
(ElAC.24/L.469, para. 2), and the representative of
Algeria proposed an amendment to the draft decision
on water resources (ElAC.24/L.469, para. 4). At the
500th meeting, the representatives of Argentina and
India also proposed the deletion of the draft decision
dealing with marine activities (ElAC.24/L.469, para.
2), which was subsequently withdrawn by the repre
sentative of New Zea,land. The representative of Al
geria withdrew his amendment concerning water re
sources (ElAC.24/L.469, para. 4). The Committee
then adopted, without a vote, the draft decision
(ElAC.24/L.469) , as orally revised.

1021. At the 495th meeting, the representative of
the United States of America introduced two draft
decisions (ElAC.24IL.471) dealing respectively with
the procedures for in-depth reviews by the Council of
selected topics, and with UNDP's participation in inter
agency consultations on narcotics. At the 501st meeting,
the representative of India proposed the insertion of the
words "the need for" between the words "importance
of" and "there being" in the draft decision on narcotics
(ElAC.24/L.471 , para. 2), which was accepted by
the sponsor. At the same meeting, the Committee
adopted, without a vote, the draft decision, as orally
revised.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1022. At the 1876th meeting,4 the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5389 and Corr.1)7 adopte(1. resolution 1800 (LV)
on international years and anniversaries.

1023. In that resolution the Council (1) instructed
its subsidiary bodies to propose the designation of
international years only on the most important occasions
and where possibJe to propose instead celebratilns of
briefer duration; (2) recommended to the General
Assembly that it similarly instruct its subsidiary bodies;
(3) requested the intergovernmental organizations
within the United Nations system to proclaim inter
national years only on the most important occasions
and where possible to arrange instead for celebrations
of briefer duration; (4) expressed the belief that in any
case the designation of the same year for more than
one purpose should, if possible, be avoided; (5) invited
the intergovernmental organizations within the United
Nations system to report to the Economic and Social
Council whenever it is proposed to designate a "year",
in order to enable the Council to comment on the
purpose and timing of the "year" prior to a final
decision being taken on its designation; (6) invited the
designation of the policy-making organs of those special
ized agencies which have proposed international years
to consider the possibility of converting any of the
proposed "years" into celebrations of shorter duration;
(7) invited the executive heads of the intergovernmentaI
organizations within the United Nations system to bring
the present r'esolution to the attention of their various
policy-making organs; (8) requested the Administra
tive Committee on Co-ordination to keep this matter
under continuing review and to report back to the
Council at its fifty-ninth session, within the context of
its annual report, on the results achieved.
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1024. The Council, at its 1876th meeting,2 adopted
without a vote the draft decisions recommended by
the Co-ordination Committee (E/5383 and Corr.1).3

1025. The Council adopted the draft decision on
the study of information systems and computer use.

1026. In that decision, the Council decided (a) to
approve the topic of information systems and computer
use for in-depth study in 1974, as recommended by
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination in
its annual report for 1972/73 (E/5289 (part I), chap.
Ill, sect. D); (b) that the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination, in charg)ng the Inter-Organization
Board for Information Systems and Related Activities
with the preparation of this study, should specify, inter
alia, the foHowing guide,·lines: (i) the study should
concentrate on the development and imp~ementation

of common concepts for information systems supporting
the management of programmes and projects with
emphasis on economic and social development, but
applicable to programme activities in other areas as
well; (ii) these concepts should support the prepara
tion of programmes and financial plans, evaluations,
progress-reporting and documentation of programmes
and projects within the United Nations system, and
particu~ar attention should be paid to the information
requirements to support medium-term planning; the
information requirements of Governments to member
States should be fundamental to these concepts, so as
to facilitate the decision-making processes of governing
bodies; (c) that the study should result in the sub
mission by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina
tion to the Economic and Social Council at its fifty
seventh session of a plan containing a sequence of
steps to develop compatible information systems involv
ing common concepts for supporting the management of
programmes and projects, as we'll as the measures
envisaged to attain that end, and that plan should also
inolude the best possible estimate of the resources
required by each element of the United Nations system,
in order to facilitate the taking of concrete steps to
achieve this objective.

1027. The Council also adopted the draft decision
on the report of the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination. In that decision, the Council took note
of the annual report of the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination for 1972/73 (E/5289 (part I)) and
placed on record the fact that it considered that report
to be a further step forward in the implementation
of Council resolution 1643 (LI) of 30 July 1971
entitled "Review of the sphere of activities and com
petence of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina
tion".

1028. In addition, the Council decided to adopt
the following conclusions: (a) while bearing in mind
the objectives of greater uniformity and synchronization
of planning, programming and evaluation by the com
ponents of the United Nations system, the Council
considers that a sequential series of short-term meas
ures should be devised to move systematically towards
these objectives, and it recommends to the Administra-

tive Committee on Co-ordination that one of the initial
short-tenn measures should be to undertake further
efforts to ensure the comparability of terminology and
concepts in the existing medium-term plans, so as to
permit more meianingful prior consultations; (b) the
Council welcomes the decision of the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination to hold regular meetings
of programme planning officers, as indicated in its
annual report for 1972/73 (E/5289 (part I), para.
44) and considers that, in addition, joint informal
discnssions between these officers and the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination, when these discus
sions could conveniently be arranged to fit into that
Committee's regular sessions and were related to appro
priate items on its agenda, would be a useful method
of exchanging experience and of promoting system
wide compatibility.

1029. The Council adopted the draft decision con
cerning the reports on protein.

1030. In that decision, the Council decided to
recommend to the General Assemb~y at its twenty
eighth session that the Assembly should no longer
require the subrnission ,to it of a separate report on
protein, as requested in Assembly resolution 2416
(XXIII) of 17 December 1968 entitled "Increase in
the production and use of edible protein", in view of
the request in paragraph 2 of Council resolution 1728 A
(LIII) of 28 July 1972 for triennial reports from the
Protein Advisory Group, but the Council also indicated
that the adoption of its recommendation would not
preclude the Secretary-General irom issuing a covering
note to those reports incorporating a statement on the
protein prob~em, so as to permit him to highlight his
particular concerns in a distinctive manner.

1031. The Council also adopted the draft decision
related to the reports on water resources development
in which it decided, in view of the more comprehensive
reporting planned in the area of natural resources
(E/5289 (part I), chap. I, sect. H) to discontinue
the triennial report on water resources development.

1032. The Council. adopted the draft decision on
the action by subsidiary bodies of the Council on in
depth reviews whereby it decided that, when a sub
sidiary body of the Council believed that it had
completed all appropriate action pursuant to an in-depth
review requested by the Council, that subsidiary body
should make a short recommendation to the Council
to the effect that no future action by the Council was
necessary.

1033. The Council a~so adopted the draft decision
on drug abuse control in which it decided that repre
sentatives of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme should be invited to participate in the proceed
ings of any interagency advisory committee of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination dealing
with drug abuse, in view of the need for there being
a close relationship between the activities of the United
Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control and those of
the United Nations Devclopment Programme.
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Chapter XXVI

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES BY TIlE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

1036. In the general discussion on the item, most
delegations expressed concern that while a number of
the specialized agencies and the organizations within
the United Nations system had provided considerable
assistance to refugees from the colonial TelTitories,
many of them had failed to extend their full co-opera
tion to the United Nations in the implementation of
the Declaration and other relevant reSOlutions, par
ticularly with respect to the provision of assistance to
the national liberation movements and the discontinu
ance of all collaboration with the Governments of Por
tugal and South Africa, as well as the illegal racist
regime in Southern Rhodesia. They considered that the
assistance provided thus far was far from adequate and
accordingly urged the specialized agencies and other
organizations concerned to intensify their efforts in giv
ing effective aid to the peoples of the colonial Territories.

1037. Several members expressed the hope that
non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Council, as well as other organizations having
a special interest in the field of decoJonization, would
also comply with the provisions of the relevant resolu
tions in that regard.

1038. At the 508th meeting, the representative of
Ghana introduced the draft resolution contained in doc
ument ElAC.24/L.479, sponsored by Algeria, Egypt,
Ghana, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar,
Mali, the Niger, Pakistan, the Philippines, Romania,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Yugoslavia, and Zaire.

1039. At the 509th meeting, the representative of
Kenya introduced the revised draft resolution contained
in document ElAC.24/L.479/Rev.l, sponsored by Al
geria, Barbados, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali, the Niger, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Romania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Yugoslavia and Zaire. In doing so, he submitted orally
further revisions to the text.

1040. In the ensuing discussion of the revised draft,
as further revised orally, a number of proposals and
suggestions were made orally, which the sponsors
agreed to accept. In that connexion, some members,
while expressing their solidarity with the colonial
peoples in their efforts to achieve freedom and inde
pendence, expressed reservations with regard to specific
provisions in the revised draft resolution, which were,
in many respects, not in harmony with the relevant
provisions of the Charter.

1041. At the SlOth meeting, the Committee voted
on the revised draft resolution in ElAC.24/L.4791
Rev.l, as orally revised, as follows: on a separate
vote at the request of the United States of America,
the Committee rejected the deletion of the words "and,
if necessary, to amend their relevant instruments" in
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1 ElAC.24/SR.506-51O.

1034. At its 506th to SlOth meetings1 the Co
ordination Committee considered item 24 of the agenda
for the Council's fifty-fifth session (Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions associated
with the United Nations). The Committee had before
it a report of the Secretary-General (E/5284 and
Add.1-3) pursuant to General Assembly resolution
2980 (XXVII); the annual report of the Administra
tive Committee on Co-ordination (E/5289, part I,
paras. 53-59); and the report of the Chairman of the
Co-ordination Committee on consultations held with
the Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples (E/5387), in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 2980 (XXVII) and the
decision of the Council taken at its 1859th meeting.

1035. At the 506th meeting, the Vice-Chairman
of the Special Committee, speaking on behalf of the
Special Committee, drew attention to the fact that
assistance to the peoples in the colonial Territories,
particularly the populations of the liberated areas and
their national liberation movements, had scarcely met
the urgent and critical needs of those peoples in their
fight against hunger, sickness and ignorance. It was
against that background that the General Assembly at
its twenty-seventh session had once again requested, in
its resolution 2980 (XXVII), the United Nations system
of organizations to consider further measures for ensur
ing the full and speedy implementation of the Declara
tion and other related decisions and in particular to
formulate programmes of assistance to the peoples
concerned without further delay. In that connexion, he
drew attention to the various observations and sug
gestions contained in the report of the Chairman of the
Co-ordination Committee (El5387) and expressed the
hope that they would be implemented as soon as pos
sible. At the outset of its current session, the Special
Committee of Twenty-four had established a working
group to follow the implementation of General Assem
bly resolution 2980 (XXVII) and other related de
cisions of the United Nations. The Committee had also
dispatched a special mission to hold consultations with
the executive heads of some of the organizations con
cerned. He was confident, in the light of those develop
ments, taken together with the Council's intensified
consideration of the question, that ways would be found
to ensure further positive actions on the part of the
agencies and organizations in the implementation of
the United Nations decisions referred to above.
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sub-paragraph 4 (h), by 30 votes to 10, with 5 absten
tions; on a separate vote at the request of Canada, the
Committee retained the second preambular paragraph
by 31 votes to none, with 15 abstentions; on a separate
vote at the request of the United States of America,
the Committee retained paragraph 1 by 33 votes to 4,
with 9 abstentions; on a separate vote at the request
of the United States of America, the Committee retained
paragraph 2 by 37 votes to 5, with 4 abstentions; on
a separate vote at the request of Canada, the Com
mittee retained paragraph 3 by 32 votes to 1, with
13 abstentions; on a separate vote at the request of the
United States of America, the Committee retained sub
paragraph 4 (g) by 34 votes to 5, with 7 abstentions,
and on a separate vote also at the request of the
Unitec1 States of America, the CommHtee retained
subparagraph 4 (h) by 33 votes to 6, with 7 absten
tions.

1042. At the same meeting, the Committee, on a
roll-cal,l vote at the request of Ghana, adopted the
revised draft resolution in ElAC.24ILA79IRev.1, as
orally revised, by 36 votes to 3, with 8 abstentions as
follows:

In favour: Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Chile,
China, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Ghana, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali,
Mongolia, the Netherlands, the Niger, Pakistan, Peru,
the Philippines, Poland, Romania, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, Yugosla
via, Zaire.

Against: France, Spain, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Abstentions: Belgium, Brazi,l, Canada, Italy, Japan,
New Zealand, the United States of America, Venezuela.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1043. At its 1876th meeting,2 on a roll-call vote
requested by the representative of the United States
of America, the Council adopted the draft resolution
recommended by the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5'402) by 14 votes to 3, with 4 abstentions, as
follows:

In favour: Algeria, Chile, China, Finland, Hungary,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali, the Nether.Jands, the
Niger, Poland, Trinidad and Tobago, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Zaire.

Against: France, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

Abstentions: Brazil, Japan, New Zealand, the United
States of America.

1044. In resolution 1804 (LV), the Council (1)
reaffirmed that the recognition by the General Assembly,
the Security Council and other United Nations bodies
(If the :legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples
to achieve freedom and independence entailed the
extension by the organizations of the United Nations
system of the necessary moral and material assistance
to them, including in particular those in the liberated
areas of the colonial territories, as weU as to their
national liberation movements; (2) welcomed the action
initiated by some of the organizations of the United
Nations system in support of the work of those libera
tion movements, and called upon them to intensify their
efforts; (3) caJ,Jed upon all the specialized agencies and

2 E/SR.l876.

the international institutions associated with the United
Nations to take measures to expedite the full and speedy
implementation of the provisions of Geneml Assembly
resolution 2980 (XXVII) and other related United
Nations decisions; (4) took note of the report of the
Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee (E/5387)
"nd commended the fonowing for action as a matter of
priority: (a) with a view to increasing the flow of
assistance to refugees, the Governments of the countries
of residence were invited to assign priority to projects
carried out in co-operation with the organizations of
the Unitecl Nations system benefiting the peoples con
cerned, as well as to grant refugees from the colonial
territories the legrul status provided for under the
relevant international instruments; (b) in order to
ensure the maximum utilization of the existing resources,
there should be a more effective co-ordination of
assistance programmes for the peoples of the colonial
territories, including in particular the populations of
the liberated areas of those territories and their national
liberation movements; (c) the executive heads of the
organizations concerned were urged to formulate and
submit to their respective governing bodies or legislative
organs at their forthcoming sessions, as a matter of
priority and with the active co-operation of the Organ
ization of African Unity, specific programmes of assist
ance for the peoples of the colonial territories and
their national Uberation movements, and to report to
the Economic and Socia,l Council at its fifty-seventh
session, setting out a detailed account of the action
taken or envisaged by their respective organizations;
(d) all Governments should intensify their efforts in
the specialized agencies and other organizations within
the United Nations system to ensure the full and
effective implementation of the relevant United Nations
resolutions, and in particular to ensure that resources
were made available, on a priority basis, for the desired
programmes of assistance to the peoples of the colonial
territories; (e) the Organization of African Unity was
invited to take appropriate measures to stimulate the
interest of Governments in sponsoring the necessary
assistance projects in that regard and the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development was re
quested to consider, in consultation with the Organiza
tion of African Unity, possible forms of support over
and above its current 'lending operations, which the
Bank might be able to extend to the Governments
concerned for the purpos'e of assisting those peoples
of the colonial territories; (f) the Governing Council
of the United Nations Development Programme was
invited to consider, at its seventeenth session, inter
alia, waiving the counterpart obligations normally re
quired of the sponsoring Governments in respect of
projects benefiting the peoples concerned; furthermore,
the negotiations between the Organization of African
Unity and the United Nations Development Programme
on the draft agreement for mutual co-operation (DPI
L.214) should be brought to a mutually satisfactory
conclusion as soon as possible; (g) speciaHzed agencies
and other organizations within the United Nations sys
tem should discontinue all support and assistance to the
Governments of Portugal and South Africa and the
illegal regime of Southern Rhodesia, so long as those
regimes persisted in their policies of colonirul and alien
domination and they should also refrain from taking
any action which might imply recognition of the legiti
macy of those regimes' colonial and alien domination;
(h) with ~. view to effecting the representation of the
colonial territories in Africa by their national libera
tion movements in accordance with paragraph 7 of
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General Assembly resolution 2980 (XXVII), special
ized agencies and other organizations within the United
Nations system should make appropriate procedural
arr~ngements immediately and, if necessary, amend
theIr relevant instruments to enable the repres'entatives
?f those Hberation movements recognized by the Organ
Ization of African Unity to participate in aU proceedings
relating to their countries, particularly so as to ensure
that assistance projects of the agencies and organiza
tions could be carried out for the benefit of the peoples
of those territories; (5) drew the attention of the

-
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Special Com.mittee on the Situa~ion with regard ~o the f'· i
ImplementatIOn of the Declaration on the Grantmg of r:
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples to the l: ;
present resolution and to the discussions that had taken f
place at the fifty-fifth session of the Council on the V:
subject;3. (6 \ requ~sted the President of the Economic t
and SOCIal CouncIl to continue consultations on this I
matter with the Chairman of the Special Committee I.
and to report thereon to the Council; and (7) decided L
tokeep the question under continuous review. f

3 See ElAC.24/SR.506-51O. 1
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Chapter XXVII

RELATIONS WITH THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION

1045. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
18 of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth session
(Relations with the World Intellectual Property Organ
ization) at its 490th to 495th meetings.! The Com
mittee had before it, under cover of a note by the
Secretary-General (E/5228) the text of a letter from
the Director-General of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, together with the text of a resolution
adopted by the Co-ordination Committee of WIPO on
its third ordinary session and the Secretary-General's
reply to him; relevant extracts from the report prepared
by the secretariat of WIPO on the third ordinary
session of the Co-ordination Committee of WIPO
(E/5228/Add.l); the report of the Director-General
of WIPO on relations between the United Nations
and WIPO (E/5228/Add.2); a note by the Secretary
General (E/5360 and Corr.l) containing information
on historic'al background and constitutional considera
tions on the question.

1046. In an introductory statement the Director
General of WIPO stated that since 1970 when the
Stockholm Convention establishing WIPO in its present
form had entered into force, his organization had been
studying its relationship with the United Nations. The
Co-ordination Committee of WIPO had adopted two
resoJutions requesting that WIPO should enter into
negotiations with the United Nations for the purpose
of becoming a specialized agency at the earliest possible
date (E/5228, annex). 111e governing bodies of WIPO
considered that such a move would enable the Organ
ization to co-ordinate better its activities with those
of the United Nations system of organizations. WIPO
devoted a large part of its efforts to providing legal
technical assistance to developing countries, particularly
on the transfer of technoJogy and on restrictive trade
practices as well as on the question of access to literary,
scientific and artistic works protected by copyright.
WIPO felt that in several respects it had reached the
limits of its possibilities as an organization outside the
United Nations system and could certainly respond
better to requests for assistance by Governments and
intergovernmental organizations if the same resources
were available to it as to United l''1'ations bodies.
However, in view of the specialized nature of its ac
tivities it was unlikely that WIPO would outgrow its
present structure but rather would remain comparable
in size to the smallest of the existing specialized
agencies. The WIPO Co-ordination Committee had
proposed a draft agreement which could serve as a
basis for negotiations should the Council decide that
negotiations should begin. The draft was based upon
the standard provisions of past relationship agreel~~nts

although WIPO was aware that the Council had decided
to conduct a review of the existing agreements; if such

1 ElAC.24/SR,490-495.

a review resulted in a decision to amend them any
agreement concluded with WIPO would certainly be
similarly revised.

1047. In the discussion in the Committee, a number
of representatives expressed their full support for the
proposal that WIPO should enter into relationship
with the United Nations under Articles 57 and 63 of
the Charter. They pointed out that WIPO's activities
were already closely allied to those of the United
Nations system but that as a specialized agency WIPO
would be able to co-ordinate its activities even more
closely with other United Nations organizations working
in the field of intellectual property and transfer of
operative technology. In particular it would make it
easier to estabJish legal definitions of the fields of
competence of WIPOand other bodies such as
UNCTAD, UNIDO, the ILO and UNESCO whose
&tatutes required them to deal with questions of intel
lectual property. It would also aJIow for more systematic
action to be taken to assure access to technology by
the developing countries, as a result inter alia of WIPO
having greater access to UNDP funds. It was pointed
out that as a specialized agency WIPO could also
play a role in ensuring the revision of the international
system of pat~nts which was not at present organized
with the developing countries' requirements in mind.
They hoped that ,the Council would agree to enter into
negotiations with WIPO with a view to concluding a
draft agreement during the fifty-fifth session of the
Council for submission to the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session for approval. A number of repre
sentatives also drew attention to the fact that at the
last session of the Organization of African Unity the
African He[ 1s of State had adopted a resolution
requesting that WIPO should become a specialized
agency of the United Nations as soon as possible.

1048. Other representatives, while having no ob
jection in principle to commencing negotiations with
WIPO, drew attention to the difficuJties which the
integration of a technical body into a larger system
could not fail to give rise to and wondered whether
WIPO had a sufficiently wide field of competence under
the terms of Article 57 of the Charter to justify its
conversion into a specialized agency. It was also pointed
out that the interests of the developing countries should
be safeguarded especially in regard to technical assist
ance projects to be undertaken by WIPO, for example
and it should be cleady stipulated ,that WIPO would
be bound by the decisions of the General Assembly
and would take active steps to help the United Nations
in its decolonization efforts. It was also important
to ensure that the peroentage contributions to the WIPO
budget should correspond to the United Nations scale
of contributions.

1049. One representative stated that the discussion
on the item had brought to light certain contradictions
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keeping in mind the provisions of Articles 57 and 63
of the Charter;". The sponsors agreed to take into
account all the suggestions made during the debate,
and submit a revised draft decision.

1052. At its 494th meeting, the representative of
Brazil introduced and orally revised on behalf of the
sponsors the revised draft decision (ElAC.24/L.4661
Rev.1) by replacing the words "in the establishment
of relations between WIPO and" in the introductory
p~ra~..'aph, by the wor~s "to enter into relationship
WIth . At the same meetmg, the representative of Bar
bados introduced draft amendments (ElAC.24ILA72)
to the revised draft decision (ElAC.24/L.466/Rev.1).

105'3. A1: the 494th meeting, on a roll-call vote
at the request of the representative of Barbados amend
ment (a) contained in document ElAC.24/L.472 was
rej~cted by 27 votes to 1, with 13 'abstentions. The
votmg was as follows:

In favour: Barbados.

Against: Algeria, Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Chile,
Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Ghana, Indonesia,
Ital¥, Kenya, Mal~¥sia, Niger, Romania, Senegal,
Spam, Sweden, TUnISIa, Turkey, Uganda, United King
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Abstaining: Canada, China, Hungary, India, Japan,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines,
Poland, Sri Lanka, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

1054. The amendments (b) and (c) in document
ElAC.24/L.472 were rejected, respectively, by 20 votes
to 3, with 12 abstentions; and by 19 votes to 1, with
15 abstentions.

1055. At the same meeting, the revised draft de
cision, as orally revised, was adopted by the Committee
by 37 votes to none against, with 3 abs,tentions.

•

in regard to the proposal to give WIPO a specialized
agency status. There appeared, for instance, to be no
obstacle at present to the admission of developing
countries to WIPO or to efforts to secure better co
ordination of its work with that carried out under the
United Nations system. There was thus no need for an
immediate decision to be taken on the matter par
ticularly since the Gener.al Assembly of WIPO to be
held in November 1973 had not as yet given its
approval to the proposed step. His delegation con
sidered therefore that a compromise solution should
be agreed to whereby ilie Council would establish a
contact group to enter into negotiations with WIPO on
the understanding that the final decision would not
thereby be prejudged.

1050. One representative expressed the view that
while he could agree that the relationship between
WIPO and the United Nations might be strengthened
no convincing argument had been presented to con
vince him that WIPO had a priority claim to establish
ment as a specialized agency. He recalled the abortive
attempts of the developing countries to secure the
establishment of ins'titutions which would genuinely
assist them in their developing efforts such as GATT,
UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNITAR and the United Nations
Capital Development Fund which had a far greater
claim to establishment as specialized agencies than an
organization responsible for protecting patents, copy
rights and trademarks. The developing countries after
all had no patents and little intel1ectual property to
protect and it seemed hardly logical that an organization
responsible for protecting intellectual propel!ty would at
the same time assist in transferring the technology to
which such property related to the developing countries.

1051. At the 493rd meeting, the representative of
Argentina introduced a draft decision (ElAC.241
L.466), on behalf of his delegation and those of
Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Egypt, Senegal and Sweden.
The representative of Tunisia orally proposed the in-
sertion of the words ", as soon as possible, and in any ACTION BY THE COUNCIL
case, not Jater than its fifty-seventh session" between
the words "agreement" and "for the approval of the 1056. The Council at its 1873rd meeting,2 on the
Council" in operative paragraph 4. The oral amend- recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
ment was accepted by the spom~ors, and Tunisia then (E/5383 ),3 adopted by 21 votes to none, la decision
joined in sponsoring the draft decision. The repre- on relations with the World Intelleotual Property Organ-
sentatives of Kenya and Pakistan orally proposed the ization in which the Council decided: (a) that it was
insertion of the words "the views expressed during desirable that the World Intellectual Property Organiza-
the debate in the Co-ordination Committee of the tion be brought into relationship with ,the United
Council" between the words "inter alia" and "the draft", Nations and that the Council should enter into negotia-
in paragraph 3. The oral amendment was accepted by tions with a view to achieving that end, in accordance
the sponsors. At rthe same meeting, the representative with Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter of the United
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics orally Nations; (b) that the Council Committee on Negotia-
proposed the insertion in the introductory paragraph of tions with Intergovernmental Agencies, established by
the draft decision of the words cc, taking into account Council resolution 1/11 of 16 February 1946, should
the interest expressed by the Co-ordination Committee be composed, for the purposes of negotiations with the
of the World Intellectual Property Organization to World Intellectual Property Organization, of repre-
enter into relationship with the United. Nations and its sentatives of Algeria, Barbados, Brazil, Chile, France,
decision to create a negotiations committee to estab- Hungary, Japan, Kenya and MaJaysia, under the chair-
}ish contacts with the Economic and Social Council" manship of Mr. Rabetafika (Madagascar), Vice-Presi-
between the words "Committee" and "recommends". dent of the Council; (c) that the Committee should
The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist take into account, inter alia, the views expressed during
Republics also proposed to replace the words "under the debate in the Co-ordination Committee of ,the
Article 57 of the Charter and that the Council should Council, the draft agreement submitted by the WOf<ld
enter into an agreement with that organization under InteUectual Property OrganiL'jation (E/5360, annex)
Article 63;" in paragraph 1 by the words "and that and the comparative analysis of the text of the draft
the Coundl should enter into negotiations, aiming at agreement proposed by the Co-ordination Committee
the consideration of the decision of the Co-ordination
Committee of the World Intellectual Property Organ- ~ ~~:}~}8~~cords of the Economic and Social Council,
ization, subject to approval by its General Assembly, Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 18.
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of the World Intelleoturul Property Organization and
the texts of the agreements with the specialized agencies
and the International Atomic Energy Agency, prepared
by the Secretary-General (ElAC.24/L.460); (d) to
request the Council Committee on Negotiations with

Invergovemmental Agencies to submit to the Co-ordina
tion Committee of the Council a report on negotiations,
including therein a draft agreement to be submitted,
as soon as possible and in any case not later than its
fifty-s:eventh session, for the approval of the Council.
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regard to the activities of the Joint Inspeotion Unit
information was requested on the current and future
work programmes. It was mentioned that there was a
danger of overloading the already heavy programme of
work, with the result that the Unit wouid no longer
be able to perform its original task as a body of
independent inspectors.

1059. At the 507th meeting, the Chairman orally
proposed that the Committee should adopt a decisio!l1
by which the Council would take note of dIe reports
of the Joint Inspection Unit (B/5181 and Add.l and
2, E/5182 and Add.I-6, E/5231 and Add.I-5) as
wen a.s the note by the Secretariat (E/L.1562).

1060. At the same meeting, the Commiuee adopted,
without a vote, the draft decision.

2 E/SR.1876.
3 Of/icial Rec().-js of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fif'!l Session, Annexes, agenda item 26.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1061. The Council at its 1876th meeting,2 on
the recommendation of the Economic Committee
(E/5396),3 adopted a decision by which it took note
of the pending reports of the Joint Inspection Unit
(E/5181 and Add.1 and 2, E/5182 and Add. 1-6,
E/5231 and Add.1-5) and of the note by the Secre
tariat on the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the
programme of recurrent publications of the United
Nations (E/L.1562).
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1 ElAC.24/SR.504, 507.

Chapter XXVlll

PENDING REPORTS OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT

1057. The Co-ordination CommittJee considered
item 26 of the agenda for 'the Council's fifty-fifth
session (Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit: pending
reports) at its 504th and 507th meetings'! The Com
mittee had before it the reports of the Joint Inspection
Unit on some technical co-operation activities of
UNIDO in Algeria and Tunisia -(E/5'181 and Add. 1
and 2); country programming and after (E/5182 and
Add.1-6); treatment of water resources development
in the United Nations family of organizations (E/5231
and Add.I-5); and la note by the Secretariat on the
report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the programme
of recurrent publioations of the United Nations
(E/L,1562).

1058. During the discussion, questions were raised
regarding the unduly long delays in presenting the
reports of the Joint Inspection Unit to the Council.
Those delays made it pointless to enter into a detailed
discussion of the reports and meant that the recom
mendations contained in them were sometimes out of
date. It was asked whether the Council should continue
to include the consideration of the UnWs reports
annuaUy in its agenda. The reports on the treatment
of water resources development and on country pro
gramming were both commended. It was stated that the
recommendations concerning the project on industrial
s!tudies and productivity mentioned in document
E/5182 were no Jonger applicable to A1lgeria. With

la
IS,
~d,

its
:il..



•

;~\;lJ'..'.' "i

.,
("",

;,.,'

•

.."~"-~~"~, .._....",.."~ ..~,

I
!'!

l'
1
)

11
ij

Chapter XXIX

RATIONALIZATION OF TIlE COUNCIL'S METHOD OF WORK. AND STRUCTURE
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A. Report of the Wol'king Grc,up on
Rationalization

1062. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 19 of the lagenda for the Council's fifty-fourth
session (Report of ·the Working Group on Rationaliza
tion) at its 465th to 469th, 471st, 473rd and 474th
to 479th meetings.1 The Committee had before it the
report of the Working Group on Rationalization
(E/5259); and chapter V of the report of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination on its thir
teenth session.2

1063. Introducing the report of the Working Group
on Rationalization, 'the Vice-Chairman of the Working
Group stated that the Working Group had been unable
to submit specific recommendations to the Council. It
had, therefore, decided to take Council resolution 1730
(L::':II) las a starting point, to interpret its mandate
broadly, and to submit to the Council a clear state
ment of the factors involved. It had indicated three
basic possible cours'es of action open to the Council
(E/5259, pwa. 13).

1064. Several representatives expressed regret that
the Working Group had orny partly fulfilled its man
date. The Council in resolution 1730 (LIII) had
instructed it inter alia ,to review the terms of reference
and working procedures of all the Council's commit
tees, commissions and other subsidiary bodies, making
possible recommendations on the Council's future
struoture and methods of work. Other representatives,
however, felt that the Working Group had dealt effec
tively with the difficult task assigned to it and that the
issues involved were too complex to allow lany final
decision before the end of the session of the Working
Group.

1065. At its 465th meeting the representative of
Pakistan introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.241
L.441) entitled "Rationalization of the work of the
Economic and Social Council" on behalf of his delega
tion ,and those of Brazil, Chile, Egypt, India, Japan,
Kenya, the NetherJands, the Philippines, Romania, the
Sudan and Yugoslavia. Representatives supporting this
draft resolution stated that there was general agreement
that the Council had failed to realize its potential and
that a basic reorganization of its activities using the
Internationall Development Strategy as a point of de
parture was required. The Strategy would need to be
modified and elaborated, however, in order to take
account of new developmf/nts and concepts; the Council
was eminently fitted to perform this task. They also
felt that the issues being dealt with were increasingly
interdependent and that only the Council and General

1 ElAC.SR.465-469, 471, 473, 474-479.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

FiftY-fourth Session, Supplement No. 7 (E/5273).

Assembly possessed the comprehensive competence to
deal with them in the interdisciplinary manner required.
The extension of international economic co-operation
into many new areas had increased the number of
organizations and agencies whose activities require
co-ordination and the draft resolution attempted to
provide a framework within which policy decisions and
progvammes of action of the whole system could be
initiated and acted upon.

1066. Other representatives, while agreeing with
many of the objectives and provisions of 'the dra£t
resolution, indioated that it appeared to go beyond what
could be called measures for rationalization of the work
of the Council. They noted that while they understood
the impofltance attached to the International Develop
ment Strategy by the developing countries, they won
dered whether an attempt to reorientate all the
activities of the United Nations system in the economic
and social fields towards the S~rategy might not be
unrealistically ambitious ·and counter productive.

1067. At the same meeting, the representative of the
Philippines introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.241
L.443) on behalf of his delegation land those of Brazil,
India, Indonesia, Malayr·ia, New Zealand, the Sudan
and Zaire. Members of the committee expressed general
support for the resolution which ,they considered to be
timely and appropriate. During rthe course of the discus
sion, a number of representatives took ,the opportunity
either to announce that their Governments had ratified
the amendment to Article 61 of the Chatter or intended
to do so.

1068. At the 466th meeting, the representative of
the Philippines, on behalf of the sponsors, orally revised
draft resolution ElAC.24/L.443 by inserting a new
operative paragraph 2, which would read "Requests
the Secretary-General to inform the Council at its
fifty-fifth session labout the progress made in implement
ing the provision of operative paragraph 3 of General
Assembly resolution 2847 (XXVI) on the enlargement
of the Economic and Social Council". At the same
meeting Trinidad and Tobago and Zair:e joined the
sponsors of ·that draft resolution.

1069. At the 467,th meeting,the Committee adopted
without objection draft resolution ElAC.24/L.443 'as
orally revised.

1070. At the 469th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland introduced draftt reso~utions ElAC.24/L.444,
ElAC.24/L,445 and ElAC.24/L,448 and draft de
cisions ElAC.24/L.446 and ElAC.24/L.447. At the
same meeting, the representative of Ghana joined ,the
sponsors of draft resolution ElAC.24/L.441.

1071. In commenting on draft resolution (ElAC.241
L.444), some represent'atives agreed that the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Tech-
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nology to Development was doing effective work which for the elimination of discrimination against women and
should be continued. They considered that the proposal the promotion of their equal rights was very complex
to have the Secretary-Gener-al seek the views of the and th8J1: much remained to be done. The proposal to
States Members of the United Nations concerned on merge the Commission on the Status of Women with
ways in which the Advisory Committee could be the Commission for Social Development would be det-
SitJrengthened was a useful one. Several representatives rimental to that struggle and would be an affront to
indicated nevertheless that what was required was not a body which had done so much useful work. Other
an increase in ilie membership of the Advisory Com- delegates considered that the proposal deserved to be
mittee but rather to find ways and means to expand studied carefully and should not be dismissed out of
and intensify its activities. Other representatives felt, hand.
however, that the Advisory Committee's tasks should 1078. At the same meeting, the representative of
be reduced rather ,than expanded. In 'addition they the United States introduced dra£t resolution ElAC.241
could not agree that the establishment of sessional sub- L,452 and draft decisions ElAC.24/L,451 'and
committees of the Advisory Committee was necessary ElAC.24/L.453. Many delegations strongly supported
since a number of working groups were already in the proposal contained in ElAC.24/L.45'1, which inter
existence. alia cal1ed for the suspension of sessions of CPC until

1072. With regard to draft resolution ElAC.241 1975 beginning with the fourteenth session. In their
L,445, members of the Committee expressed general view, CPC had not lived up ,to expectations and had
agreement about the need to make the Joint Meetings yet to find a proper role for itself. Other delegations
between CPC and ACC more productive and con- however, expressed the view iliat CPC should be either
sidered that the formal group dialogue which character- abolished or retained, but not left hanging in suspension.
ized the meetings should develop into a more active 1079. With regard to draft resolution ElAC.241
discussion of key issues currently before the Council. L,452 several representatives stated that the Commit-
At the same time it was pointed out that the meetings tee on Housing, Building and Planning had been ,and
could also be improved by a more judicious choice continued to be only a Hmited and modest response to
of subjects for discussion and also by extending the an extremely urgent problem, whose dimensions had
length of the meetings. been brought out at the United Nations Conference on

1073. Members of the Committee 'also expressed the Human Environment. It would, in their view, be a
agreement with the aims of draf.t decision ElAC.241 step backward for the activities 'and functions relating
L,446 ,and felt that the Council met frequently enough to housing and human settlement ,to be divided between
during the year to be able to consider resolutions by various organs of the United Nations. As it was, the
subsidiary bodies for the creation of new standing or Committee met for only two weeks every other year
ad hoc intersessional subsidiary bodies without affecting and could not be said to be a very heavy burden on
the work of the subsidiary bodies. Some delegates, the United Nations. They were, therefore, firmly op-
however, indicated that .although they were not in posed to the proposal to abolish the Committee on
favour of the proliferation of subsidiary bodies, the Housing, Building and Planning and to distribute its
text was too rigid and there might be 'a danger of functions .among other United Nations committees.
impairing the flexibility of action of the commissions 1080. In \fegard to draft decision ElAC.24/L,453,
and committees of the Council. several delegations stated that they could not support

1074. A number of representatives pointed out that ,the proposal to consider merging the Committee on
draft dedsion ElAC.24/L,447 appeared to duplicate Natural Resources and the Committee on Sciell\~e and
paragraph 16 of draft resolution ElAC.24/L,441 since Technology for Development. They pointed out that
both dealt with the question of the calendar of con- the Committee on Science and Technology for Develop-
ferences. They suggested, therefore, that an attempt ment had only recently been created 'and had held only
be made to merge the two proposals. one session and iliat the Committee on Natural Re-

1075. Members of the committee we~e generally in sourc'es was ,also a fairly new body having held only
agreement with objectives of draft resolution ElAC.241 three sessions. They believed that the reasons which
L,448 regarding the problems resulting from the ~ate led to the creation of these bodies remained as valid
submission of documents. A number of repr:esentatives as ever and that in 'any case, more time should elapse
considered, however, 1:hatthe provision of the draft before an assessment could be made of their usefulness.
resolution which calk~ for automatic postponement of Other delegations pointed out that the Council was
an item under certain circumstances would be tanta- only being asked to consider the possibility of ra merger
mount to giving the Secretariat a veto over the Coun- at a Jater session and that no action was being proposed
cH's consideration 'Of issues. They considered that a less at this time. If the bodies were merged, the possibility
categorical formulation was required which could give could be borne in mind of the new combined body
the opportunity, after a brief debate, for a decision to meeting annually, dealing with questions relating to the
be made as to why the documentation had not been areas in which it was competent in alternate years.
prepared in time and who was responsible. 1081. At the 473rd meeting, the representative of

1076. At the 471so1 meeting, the representative of the Netherlands introduced revised draft resolution
the United Kingdom introduced draft resolution ElAC.24/L,441/Rev.1, also on behalf of Bolivia, Bra-
ElAC.24/L,450, and orally revised it by inserting, in zil, Chile, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya,
the second preambular paragraph the word "both" Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Romania, the Sudan
before the words "developed and developing countries", and Yugoslavia.
and by inserting the words "which shall consist of 1082. At the 474th meeting, the representative of
32 members to be eleoted at the fifty-fifth session of the Netherlands introduc,ed the draft resolution
the Council" betweer: the words "Commission" and ElAC.24/L,455, also on behalf of Denmark, Japan,
"shall" in oper-ative pa:ragraph 2. Kenya and Pakistan. In expressing their support for

1077. In commenting on draft resolution ElAC.241 this dra£t resolution, several delegations s,tated that the
L,450, several representatives stated that the struggle proposal should be considered at the fifty-fifth session
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of the Council. The establishment of a standing advisory
body on programme and co-ordination was intended to
provide the Council with the opportunity ,to establish
appropriate machinery so that it could more effectively
discharge its responsibilities in the economic and social
fie,lds as co-ordinator of United Nations activities in
these 'areas. The Council needed Ito avail itself of the
services of experts who were thoroughly familiar with
the activities of the United Nations system. They felt
that CPC had not lived up to expectations but that
it would be a premature move to abolish it at this
time before the first experience with the new system
of programme budgeting and biennial budge1t planning
had been thoroughly digested. For the same reason the
sponsors were not proposing ,the immediate establish~

ment of an advisory committee. Other delegations were
opposed to this proposal since, in their view, CPC should
be abolished forthwith and there was no need to replace
H by a new body which would have the same problems
which CPC had been unable to overcome. Some delega~

tions considered that if the idea was to merge CPC
with ACABQ, it should be presented in that form
rather than having a situation where there would be
two committees performing basically 1he same func~

tions.

1083. At the 475th meeting, the r.epresentative of
the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic orally proposed
an amendment to draft decision ElAC.24/L.446, which
would add the words "with the exception of the
regional economic commissions" after :the words "De~

cides that its subsidiary bodies".

1084. At the 476th meeting, the representative of
the Nethelilands introduced revised dmft resolution
ElAC.24/L.441/Rev.2, a~so on behalf of Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Japan,
Kenya, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Romania,
the Sudan and Yugoslavia.

1085. At the 477th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom introduced revised draft resolu~

tions ElAC.24/L.445/Rev.1 and ElAC.24/L.4481
Rev.I. He also withdrew draft decision ElAC.241
L.447 and announced that his delegation would not
press for a vote on draft resolution ElAC.24/L.450
at that stage. At the same meeting, the representative
of Pakistan proposed an amendment to draft resolution
ElAC.24/L.444, which would add the words "es~

pecially those referred to it by the Committee on
Science and Technology for Development" after the
words "for discussion of specific topics" in operative
paragraph 1. At the same mee1ting, Ithe representative
of New Zealandioined the sponsors of revised draft
resolution ElAC.24/L.441/Rev.2.

1086. At the 479th meeting, the representative of
the Netherlands, on behalf of the sponsors, orally
revised dmft resolution ElAC.24/L.441,"Rev.2 by
rewording the Htle of parlt V to read "The United
Nations, the specialized agencies and the IAEA", and
by inserting in paragraph 13 the words "and the
IAEA" between the words "the specialized agencies"
and "the Council" and between the words "the special~

ized agencies" and ".are also invited"; and by adding,
after the words ",the operational field" rthe words "and
on aspects of the \relationship between the United
Nations and the JAEA, within the competenoe of the
Council as set forth in the Charter". He ~lso delelted,
in operative paragraph 16 (a) the words "the United
Nations Development Progmmme Governing Council,
the United Nations Children's Fund Executive Board".

1087. At the same meeting, a representative of the
SecteltUiry-Genreml said that on the basis of consultations
with the sponsors of draft reso~ution ElAC.24/L.441I
Rev.2, it was the understanding of the Secretary-Gen
eral that the intention of paragmph 13 was as follows:

(a) In order to assist the Council to review the
agmements between the Uni,ted Nations and the special~

ized agencies and IAEA, the reports to be prepwed
by the Secretary-General a:nd the Executive Heads of
the specialized agencies and IAEA shouJd not be
limited to ,a narrow review of past application of the
various provisions of these re1lationship agreements, but
ought Ito include an analysis of all appropriate existing
legal, institutional and prmc.tical anrangements within
the United Nations system of organizations-including
operational programmes such as UNDP, UNICEF,
UNEP, WFP, UNFPA etc. The Council must have the
fulleslt possible data on which to base its review.

(b) While rthe Secretary-General in the preparation
of the above-mentioned descriptive and analyticall report
will rely on the close co-operation and assistance of
the agencies, the two repoJ.1ts to be submitted concur
rently ,to the fifty~seventh session of Ithe Council under
resolution 1768 (LIV) should be separate and inde
pendent reports: one by the Secretary-General himself
and another in which he would transmit -the views
submit,ted ,to him by the ,executive heads of rthe
agendes.

1088. The Committee then adopted revised draft
resolution (ElAC.24/L.441/Rev.2), as orally revised,
by consensus.

1089. At the same meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom orally revis'ed draft l~solUition

ElAC.24/L.444 by substituting -the word "organiza~

tions" for the word "organs" in opwUitive paragraph 1,
and by accepting an oral amendment proposed by the
representative of Brazil to add the words "desirability
and feasibility" instead of ,the word "possibility" in the
same operative pamgr:aph. He also laccepted the oral
amendment proposed by the representative of Pakistan,
to add the words "especially those referred to it by
the Commitrtee on Science and Technology for Develop~
ment" between the words "specific topics . . . at
meetings" in operative paragraph 1.

1090. By separate votes, at ,the request of the repre
sentative of Ghana, the Committee decided, in operative
paragraph 1, to retain the words "including the desir~

abiHty and feasibility of" by 18 votes ,to 11, with
13 abstentions, and ,to retain the words "and the further
possibility of extending and making more flexible the
membership of the Advisory Committee on the Applica~

tion of Science land Techn010gy to Development", by
19 votes to 10, with 13 abstentions. Draft resolution
ElAC.24/L.444, as a whole, :as orally revised, was
adopted by 28 votes to 7, with 6 abstentions.

1091. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted
by 32 votes to 1, with 9 abslte11Jtions, the oral amend~

ment proposed by the representa.tive of the Ukrainian
Soviet Socialislt Republic to draft decision ElAC.241
L.446. On a separate vote, the Committee rejected
the proposed deletion of ,the words "either" and "ad
hoc", by 14 votes to 12, with 14 absltentions. Draft
decision ElAC.24/L.446, as a whole, as amended,
was adopted by 32 votes to 2, with 8 abstentions.

1092. At .the same meeting, ,the representative of
the Uni,ted Kingdom orally revised draft resolutiolll
ElAC.24/L.448/Rev.1 by add~ng, in ope,rativre para-
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1098. The following revised draft resolution
(ElAC.24/L.455/Rev.l) was deferred by the Com
mittee for considemtioll by ,the Council at its fifty
sixth session:,

i
I
I

·1r.

graph 1, the words "without prejudice to rule 17 of
the rules of procedure of the Council" after the word
"Decides"; by replacing the word "request" by the
word "deadline" in opemtive paragraph 2, and by
adding a£ter that word a new sentence to read "In
cases where the General Assembly has requested the
Secretary-General to submit a repOlt to the Council,
the Seere1Juiry-General shall infonn the Council at its
organizational meetings when he will be able to submit
the required documentation."; he a~so 'added at the
end of operative paragraph 2 a new sentence' to read
"He shall, ll'everthctless, make ,every effort to com
plete and submit the documentation in question and
shall inform the members of the body concerned of
the date at which it will be submitted;". The Commit
tee then adopted the revised draft resolution (El AC.241
L.448 IRev.l ), as orally revised, without a vote.

1093. At the same meeting, the representative of
the United States introduced 'Und orally revised draft
decision ElAC.24/L.451/Rev.3 by replacing the words
in operative paragraph 3 "and the Council itself wil1'~

by the wOlfds "which will '?lso". The representative of
France then formally proposed, under rule 66 of the
Council's rules of procedure, that consideration of
revised dr.aft decision ElAC.24/L.451/Rev.3 and
revised draft resolution ElAC.24/L.455/Rev.l be
defe11l-ed to the Council's fifty-sixth session. The pro
posal was adopted by the Committee by 17 votes to
11, with 13 abstentions.

1094. At the same meeting the Committee adopted
revised draft resolution ElAC.24/L.445/Rev.l by con
sensus.

1095. AI1: the same meeting, the representative of
Canada introduced revised dI."aft decision ElAC.241
L.45'3 IRev.l, also on behalf of the United States. The
representative of Kenya proposed an oral amendment
to paragraph (b) which would then read "Requests
the Secretary-Genef1al to report to ,the fifty-sixth session,
after consultations with Member States on all aspects
of the present relationship between the two Committees
and to recommend possible solutions to problems of
overlapping and duplication". The oral amendment was
accepted by the sponsors. The Committee then adopted
the revised draft decision (ElAC.24/L.453/Rev.l), as
oraHy revised, by 35 votes to none, with 4 labSJtellitions.

1096. The following draft resolution (ElAC.241
L.450) was not voted on by the Committee:

The Economic and Social Council,
Stressing the great importance it attaches to further

strengthening its efforts to advance the political, social and
economic status of women especially in the developing coun
tries and the least developed among them,

Concerned that problems concerning the status of women
should be looked at in the context of the over-all social
situation in both developed and developing countries and not
as a separate and unrelated question,

Concerned that, although there has been a high level of
representation by women ~n the Commission on the Status
of Women, the numbers of women representatives in other
organizations of the United Nations system concerned with eco
nomic and social development has frequently been insufficient,

Anxious to ensure as far as possible that United Nations
work in the field of the Status of Women should be directed
towards the promotion of true equality between men and
women in as wide a context as possible,

1. Decides to merge the Commission for Social Develop
ment with the Commission on the Status of Women;

2. Decides that the new combined Commission, which shall
consist of 32 members to be ,elected at the fifty-fifth session
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of the Economic and Social Council shall act as a preparatory
and advisory body to the Economic and Social Council over
the whole range of social development policy and make recom
mendations to the Council on promoting the economic, social
and cultural rights set out in the Universal Dec1aJration of
Human Rights with particular reference to promotion of
equal rights between men and women;

3. Decides further that the new combined Commission shall
hold its first meeting in 1974;

4. Decides also that the new combined Commission should
be renamed to take account of its wider functions, and requests
the Secretary-General, in consultation with interested Member
Governments, to submit a report on possible nomenclature and
terms of reference to the first session of the new combined
Commission for consideration and recommendation to the
Council;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange, through the
appropriate media, for the purposes and potential of the new
combined Commission to be brought to the attention of as
wide a public audience as possible, and in particular to inter
national, national and local women's organizations, so that
these may play their full role in the promotion of the work
of the new Commission;

6. Draws the attention of Governments to the need to
ensure adequate participation of women in the work of the
various bodies of the United Nations system.

1097. The following revised draft decision
(El AC.24/L.451/Rev.3) was deferred by the Com
mittee for consideration by the Coundl at its fifty
sixth session:

The El'onomic and Social Council

Decides (a) to suspend sessions of the Committee for Pro
gramme and Co-ordination until 1975, beginning with the
fourteenth session which was to have commenced on 22 May
1973, without prejudice to the Committee's future; Cb) that an
ad hoc group, including the bureau of the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination, will assist the Council in
examining those pall:ts of the Secretary-General's 1974-1975
biennial work programme and budget and 1974-1977 medium
term plan which relate to economic, social and human rights
activities at its fifty-fifth session; (c) that during the period
of this suspension, the continuing functions of the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination will be assumed by the
Co-ordination Committee which will also supplant the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination in the Joint Meetings
with ,the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination; (d) to
review at its fifty-ninth session the need for an (intergovern
mental) body different from the Co-ordination Committee of
the Council to deal with programme budgeting and co-ordina
tion functions; and (e) requests the Chairman of the Com
mittee for Programme and Co-ordination and the Chairman of
the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to prepare
and circulate a provisional agenda for the Joint Meetings of
the Co-ordination Committee and the Administrative Com
mittee on Co-ordination.

The Economic and Social Council,

Conscious of its functions under the Charter as the principal
organ of the United Nations for international economic and
social co-operation,

Desiring to strengthen the exercise of its a:esponsibilities in
the fields of programme formulation and co-ordination,

Believing that in discharging its functions in these fields the
Council requires the assistance of a standing advisory body
possessing the necessary expertise,

---......:;I.
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Recalling that the reconstitution of the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination was founded on a specific
directive of the General Assembly in resolution 2579 (XXIV),

1. Decides in principle to consider at its fifty-sixth session,
in the light of the introduction of the system of medium-term
planning and programme budgeting and its relevant decisions
on programming and co-ordination, taking into account the
functions of the General Assembly's Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the establishment of
a standing advisory body on programme and co-ordination,
composed of persons nominated by Governments and selected
on the basis of equitable geographic distribution and their
personal qualifications and experience;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Council
on the modalities for the establishment of such an advisory
body;

3. Decides that, until a decision is taken on the basis of
paragraphs 1 and 2 of this resolution, CPC will assist the
Council in the examination of those parts of the Secretary
General's 1974-1975 biennial work programme and budget
and the 1974-1977 medium-term plan which relate to eco
nomic, social and human rights activities;

4. Requests the Committee for Programme and Co-ordina
tion that, due to the difficulties experienced with the preparation
of the necessary documentation, it consider the establishment of
an ad hoc working group from among its members to meet
at a suitable date to perform the task referred to in operative
paragraph 3;

5. Decides further that, until a decision is taken on the
basis of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this resolution, the continuing
functions of CPC will, as a temporary measure, be assumed
by the Co-ordination Committee of the Council;

6. Requests further the Chairman of the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination and the Chairman of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination to prepare and
circulate a provisional agenda for the Joint Meetings of CPC
and ACC.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1099. The Council, 'at its 1858th meeting,3 examined
the draft resolutions recommended by the Co-oQ'dination
Committee (E/5352).4 The Council adopted unani
mous'ly resolution 1767 (LIV), by which it (l) urged
all Member States which have not yet done so, par
ticularly the permanel11t members of ·the Security Council,
to ratify the amendment at an early date pursuant
to paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolution 2847
(XXVI), with a view to making the amendment
effective before the convening of the twenty-eighth
session of the General Assembly, if possible; and
(2) requested the Secretary-General to inform the
Economic >and Social Council at its fifty-fif.th session of
the progress made in implementing paragraph 3 of
General Assembly resolution 2847 (XXVI).

1100. At the same meeting,3 the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5352)4 adopted without objection resolution 1768
(LIV) in which it (1) decided that henceforth the
Council should so orient its deliberations as to focus
attention on major issues and emerging developments
on which action is necessary to bring about more equi
table and harmonious economic and social relationships,
in particular through the implementation of the Inter
national Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade in a dynamic way. It
should, for this purpose, and in full accord with its
functions under the Charter, make policy recommenda-

3 E/SR.1858.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

FiftY-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 19.

tions to Governments of Member States and establish
adequate policy guidance and directives for the activities
of the United Nations system; (2) decided to this end,
that the Counci~ should in alternate years concentrate
its attention on: (a) the review and appraisal of the
International Development Strategy, in particular during
the summer session; and (b) other areas which require
policy guidance and action; (3) decided further that the
Council should annually discharge its continuing respon
sibilities under the Charter, especially in the considera
tion of programming and co-ordination matters and
human rights, in the assessment of the world economic
and social situation, as well as in the performance of
those tasks resulting from decisions of competent organs
of the United Nations; (4) re.~ffirmed that the process
of the review and apprai~al of the International Devel
opment Strategy should provide the opportunity to
examine, in the comprehensive and interdisciplinary
manner required, the progress made in the implementa
tion of the goals and policy measures contained in the
Strategy, and to reach broad conclusions therefrom
which could provide the necessary dynamism to inter
national co-operation in the economic and social field;
(5) decided that, to that effect, the review and appraisal
should be undertaken by each organ which has respon
sibility in a particular field or sector of the International
Development Strategy, that each organ should examine
all the relevant information and (a) assess the progress
made in implementing the goals and policy measures in
its field of competence, t b) identify the reasons for any
shortfall, (c) recommend measures designed to over
come the obstacles to progress, including new goals and
policy measures as required. The results of all sectoral
or regional reviews should be transmitted to the Com
mittee on Review and Appraisal, in accordance with
the relevant decisions on this matter. The Committee for
Development Planning, in accordance with General As
sembly resolution 2801 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971,
should submit its expert C0:nments to the Committee on
Review and Appraisal, on the basis of all the data and
information available to it from the sectoral and regional
reviews, concentrating on the interdisciplinary sectors
where more than one body has responsibility. The Com
mittee on R<::.view and Appraisal should (i) examine the
obstacles and reasons for shortfalls identified in the vari
ous sectoral and regional reviews, and (ii) on their
basis as well as on its own conclusions, recommend the
measures to overcome the obstacles and shortfalls, in
cluding new or revised goals and policy measures as
required. In submitting these recommendations the
Committee on Review and Appraisal should not, nor
mally, reopen discussions of the policy measures and
goals which have been agreed upon in the sectoral body
concerned. It should, however, submit its suggestions
to harmonize any apparent conflict in the conclusions
and/or recommendations of the sectoral reviews. The
report of the Committee on Review and Appraisal
should be considered by the Council, together with the
result of all the sectoral and regional reviews. The Coun
cil, in its deliberations, should concentrate on the recom
mendations made to it by its Committee on Review and
Appraisal and those contained in the sectoral and re
gional reviews and attempt to reach agreement on the
measures required to implement the Strategy's provi
sions, as well as such new goals and policy measures as
it feels necessary. The conclusions and recommenda
tions of the Council should be transmitted to the Gen
eral Assembly (which would finally decide on these
and revise the International Development Strategy
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undertaken, and that this review should be made on
the basis of an assessment and reorientation of their
role, particularly in the implementation of the Interna
tional Development Strategy, taking due account of
the responsibilities of the other organs and agencies of
the United Nations system. The autonomous organiza
tions, regional economic commissions and specialized
agencies were also requested, where necessary, to under
take a similar review of their subsidiary bodies; (13) de
cided that, in view of the profound changes in world
wide economic co-operation within the United Nations
~ystem which have taken place since the conclusion of
the present agreements between the United Nations and
the specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency, the Council should review the existing
agreements with a view to strengthening the coherence
of the system and its capacity to fulfil, in particular,
the objectives of the International Development Strategy
in an effective and co-ordinated manner. The Secretary
General was requested for this purpose to submit to the
Council, at its fifty-seventh session, a descriptive and
analytica,l report on the past and present relationship
between the United Nations and the specialized agen
cies, in particular in the operational field and on aspects
of the relationship between the United Nations and the
International Atomic Energy Agency, within the com
petence of the Council as set forth in the Charter. The
executive heads of the specialized agencies and the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency are also invited to pre
sent their views on this matter to the Council, through
the Secretary-General; (14) decided, in view of the
need for the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs to have the structural, managerial and technical
means to support the Secretary-General in carrying out
the functions required of him in the economic and social
field by the Council, to invite the Secretary-General to
submit his views and recommendations for the further
restructuring of the Department as early as possible for
the Council's consideration and appropriate recom
mendations for final decision by the General Assembly;
(15) requested its President, in consultation with the
other officers and the Secretary-General, to initiate, as
and when required, consultations with Member States
and the executive heads of Ithe organizations of the
United Nations system, both during and before its reg
ular and special sessions, for the purpose of preparing
those sessions and their agendas and, in general, of
facilitating the task of the Council, in the light of the
consultations referred to above; (16) decided that the
calendar of conferences should be so arranged that:
(a) the Council's body responsible for co-ordination,
the Committee for Development Planning, the Com
mission on Human Rights and its Sub-Commission and
the regional economic commissions meet every year un
less any of those organs decided or had decided other
wise with the concurrence of the Council; (b) all other
subsidiary and expert or advisory bodies meet biennially
unless the Council decided otherwise, and their meet
ings be so timed as to ensure the submission of their
reports in good time for the relevant sessions of the
Council, and where appropriate, to the Committee on
Review and Appraisal, and spaced so as not to ovefilap
or follow too closely upon each other and so as to
ensure that their programme objectives are fully re
flected in the work programme and budget to be sub
mitted biennially to the Council; (17) requested other
organizations and agencies to ensure that the meetings
of their review and appraisal bodies were so timed as
to make, the results available in time for the over-all

accordingly, as required; (6) decided that the Council,
in order to ensure the support of all countries and peo
ples for the objectives and activities of the United
Nations in the field of development, should continue to
take all appropriate action to keep world public opinion
increasingly informed of the implementation of the goals
and policy measures of the Iuternational Development
Strategy, in particular through the activities of the
Office of Public Information and the Centre for Eco
nomic and Social Information and the information serv
ices of the United Nations organs concerned; (7) de
cided that in the alternate year the Council should
concentrate 011 the examination of problems and areas
of present or potential significance for development and
international co-operation including, in particular, new
problems or concepts lof a global or interdisciplinary
nature which require adequate conceptualization, polit
ical action or proper co-ordination of operational im
plementation. Such problems and areas should include
those identified during the course of the review and
appraisal of the International Development Strategy or
suggested by (i) Member States, (ll) the General As
sembly, (Hi) other United Nations organs and sectoral
or regional bodies, or (iv) the Secretary-General. In
these years, the Council should also carry out a com
prehensive policy review of operational activities
throughout the United Nations system; (8) recalled that
the Council might be convened at any time in special
session under the provisions of Article 72, paragraph 2,
of the Charter and in accordance with rules 4 and 5 of
its rules of procedure; (9) decided that the Council
organ delegated the functions of programming and co
ordination should: (a) examine and co-ordinate the
programme objectives submitted by the Council's sub
sidiary bodies, in the light of the system of medium
term planning and programme budgeting; (b) consider,
on a sector-by-sector basis, the activities and pro
grammes of the agencies of the United Nations system
in order effectively to perform its functions as co-ordin
ator of the system and to enable it to ensure that the
work programmes of the United Nations and its agen
cies are compatible and mutually complementary;
(c) make recommendations for the adoption of the pro
grammes of the United Nations, taking into account the
relevant policy decisions and the need to avoid over
lapping and duplication; (d) recommend guidelines for
the agencies of the United Nations system on their
programmes and activities, taking into account their
respective functions and responsibilities and the need for
coherence and co-ordination throughout the system;
(10) requested the Administrative Committee on Co
ordination, within the limits of its competence, in order
to enable effective review of programmes of interorgani
zational interest and to synthesize and harmonize pro
gramm..-s on a system-wide basis, to extend the prior
consultation procedure to the medium-term plans of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies, utilizing,
as appropriate, the technique of programme budgeting;
(11) reaffirmed that the Council, in order to fulfil its
responsibilities under Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter
to promote universal respect for, and observance of,
human rights and fundamental freedoms, should con
sider the reports of its functional bodies responsible in
the field of human rights and, on that basis, it should
(a) make appropriate recommendations to the General
Assembly in this field, and (b) examine and approve
the work programmes of the United Nations in the field
of human rights; (12) decided that a review of the
terms of reference of its subsidiary bodies should be
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review and appraisal of the progress achieved within
the framework of the International Development Stra
tegy; (18) considered that the desired strengthening of
the central role of the Council in the United Nations
system of economic, social and humanitarian activities
could be assisted if Member States were represented at
the highest possible political, diplomatic or expert level,
including, when appropriate, the ministerial level.

1101. At the same meeting, the Council on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
adopted, by 23 votes to none, with 4 abstentions res
olution 1769 (LIV) in which it (l) requested the
Secretary-General to seek the views of States Mem
bers of the United Nations and members of the special
ized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations concerned, on ways in which the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Tech
nology to Development could be strengthened, includ
ing the desirability and feasibility of the establishment
of sessiona,l sub-committees of the Advisory Commit
tee on specific topics and the further possibility of
extending and making more flexible the membership
of the Advisory Committee with a view to increasing
the expertise available for discussion of specific topics,
especially those referred to it by the Committee on
Science and Technology for Development, at meetings
of the Advisory Committee; (2) requested the Sec
retary~General to report on the conclusions of his con
sultations together with his own analysis of the situation
and his own recommendations to the Committee on
Scie.nce and Technology for Development at its second
seSSIOn.

1102. The Council adopted without objection res
olution 1770 (LIV), in which it (1) decided, with
out prejudice to rule 17 of its rules of procedure, that,
except in the case of reports of subsidiary and other
bodies on meetings which have concluded 12 weeks
or less before the opening of the session of the Council,
items on the Council's agenda should be automatically
postponed to the following session when the documen
tation called for had not been made avaiJable to
members of the Council six weeks before the open
ing of the session; (2) decided that, before any reso
lution or decision involving the preparation of docu
mentation for submission by specific dates is adopted
by the Council or any of its subsidiary bodies, the
Secretary-General should indicate to that body whether
he would be able to comply with the deadline; in cases
where the General Assembly had requested the Secre
tary-General to submit a report to the Council, the Sec
retary-General should inform the Council at its organ
izational meetings when he would be able to submit
the required documentation; should the Secretary-Gen
eral subsequently find that he was unable to submit
documentation by the date specified, he should imme
diately so inform the members of the body concerned,
giving the reasons; he should, nevertheless, make every
effort to complete and submit the' documentation in
question and should inform the members of the body
concerned of the date at which it would be submitted;
(3) requested the Secretary-General to take early
measures to improve the present record in the produc
tion of documents for the Council and its subsidiary
bodies; (4) requested the Secretary-General to take
steps to ensure that documents submitted to the Coun
cil, its subsidiary bodies and functional commissions
conform strictly to the provIsions of paragraph 8 of
Council resolution 1623 (LI).

1103. The Council adopted without objection re
solution 1771 (LIV), in which it (l) recommended
that the forma~ group dialogue which characterizes the
existing annual meetings between the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination and the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination should develop into a
more active working discussion of questions currently
on the agenda of the Council, particularly those with
system-wide implications and those where problems
of co-ordination. between the agencies and organs of
the United Nations system had arisen or appeared like
ly to arise in the future; (2) invited the agencies and
organizations of the United Nations system to parti
cipate more actively at the appropriate level both in
the discussions of the CouncH and also of its subsi
diary bodies, bearing in mind particularly the need
for the contributions of the agencies to the policy-de
termining discussions of the Council and its subsidiary
bodies to be both action oriented and made at a
sufficiently early stage in the policy elaboration process;
(3) decided to review the progress made in the imple
mentation of this resolution at its fifty-eighth session.

1104. The Council, at its 1858th3 meeting, on the
recommendations of the Co-ordination Committee (El
5352),4 considered draft decision 1. After an oral
amendment, the Council adopted, by 25 votes to none,
with 2 abstentions, decision I, in which it decided that
its subsidiary bodies, with the exception of the re
gional economic commissions, may not create either
standing or ad hoc intersessional subsidiary bodies
without prior approval by the Council.

1105. The Council at the same meeting adopted,
by 22 votes to none, with 5 abstentions, decision II,
in which it decided to consider at its fifty-sixth session
the entire question of the interrelationship of the Com
mittee on Natural Resources and the Committee on
Science and Technology for Development, and to re
quest the Secretary-General to report to the Council
at its fifty-sixth session, after consultations with Mem
ber States on aU aspects of the present relationship
between the two Committees and to reconunend pos"
siblc solutions to problems of overlapping and dupli
cation.

1106. The Council adopted, by 13 votes to 5,
with 9 abstentions, decision Ill, in which it decided to
defer to its fifty-sixth session consideration of the re
vised draft decision submitted by the United States of
America (ElAC.24/L.451/Rev.3) and of the revised
draft resolution submitted by Denmark, Japan, Kenya,
the Netherlands and Pakistan (ElAC.24/L.4551
Rev.l). *

* *
1107. At its fifty-fifth session, in accordance with

Council resolution 1767 (LIV) (see paragraph 1099
above) the Secretary of the Economic and Social
Council reporting on behalf of the Secretary-General
stated5 that 88 States Members of the United Nations
had now ratified the amendment to Article 61 of the
Charter adopted by the General Assembly in resolu
tion 2847 (XXVI), by which the membership of the
Council would be doubled. In order to enter into
force, an amendment to the Charter must be ratified
by two thirds-in other words, 88 at the present
time-of the States Members of the United Nations,
including the five permanent members of the Security
Council.

5 E/SR.1875.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1116. At its 1876th meeting,S the Council, at
the recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5403),9 adopted, without a vote, resolution 1807
(LV) in which it (1) decided to concentrate its at
tention at future sessions Ol~ a limited number of care
fuHy selected major policy issues, to be studied in
depth with a view .to elaborating con?rete a~t~on
oriented recommendatIOns; (2) requested Its SUbSIdIary
bodies, within the framework of their respective com
petences, in examining the questions on their agenda
and reporting thereon to the Counei1~ to take into ac
count the orientation of the Council's work approved
in its resolution 1768 (LIV) and to highlight only those
specific questions on which action was required by the
Council~ thus enabling it to expedite its discussions
and concentrate on taking appropriate decisions; (3)
decided further that, save for the biennial considera
tion of the work programme and budget and the me
dium-term plan and in exceptional circumstances where
urgent matters had arisen after the adoption of the
Council's annual programme of work at its organiza
tional meetings in January of each year, the sessional
Co-ordination Committee should not meet at the Coun
cil's first regular annual session and the sessional Social
Committee should not meet at its second regular annual
session; (4) requested the Secretary-General, when
preparing the programme of work for the year, to
arrange the agenda items in an integrated manner,
so that similar and connected issues would be dis
cussed in onc debate and under a single heading; (5)
authorized its officers to prepare on an experimental
basis, in consultation with members of the Council
and its sessional committees and with the assistance of the
Secretariat, a list of a limited number of major policy
issues and other major items, aiming at not more than

-, --- --- ~ - --. --·.r -, '--;:-::-.:-.-::-='::-:":-:~:'--:--:;;::::::::::'::::~':::::;;':-;;~::;<:;;l;'-~

1112. A number of amendments were suggested to f",
the draft resolution, particular'ly in connexi01~ .,~ith J
the proposed experimental procedures for .consUltatIOn t !
in 1974 and with the terms used to descnbe the type !i
of issues that the Council would consider in future. ~l

1113. At the 511 th meeting,· in view of those f. ;

proposals and suggestions, the representative of Fin- f i

land on behalf of the original sponsors and of India ~ .
and Japan introduced a revised vendon of the draft ~ ;
resolution (E/AC.24/L.480/Rev.l). ~!

1114. At the same rneeting, the representative of f.
Sri Lanka orally proposed the insertion the word "only" f'..'
between the word "to highlight" and "those specific", k
in operative paragraph 2. The representative of New ~

Zealand proposed the delet~on of the words."and, wh~re ~

possible, through the regIOnal groups", III operative j

paragraph 5. These tW? amendments we~e .accepted .~
by the sponsors. FollOWIng an exchange ot VIews, the r
representative of Finland further orally revised the f

revised draft resolution by adding a new operative t I

paragraph 6 which would read as follows: "Decides t
to consider, as soon as possible, amending its rules F
of procedure in order to provide for representation r
of all regional groups in its Bureau.". t

1115. At the same meeting the Committee adopted ~:
the revised draft resolution as orally revised and ~...'. :
amended, without a vote. 1

l:
rr

1

.. ElAC.24/SR.51 1.
8 E/SR.1876.
9 Official R(!COl'ds of the Ecollomic and Social Council,

Fifty-fifth Sessioll, Annexes, agenda item 28.
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Basic p"3'ogl'amme of work of the Council

1110. At the fifty-fifth session of the Council, in
the context of the item on the Calendar of Conferences
(item 28), the representative of Finland, at the 509th
meetina of the Co-ordination CommitteeU introduced on
behalf ~f his delegation and those of Argentina, Brazil,
Lebanon, Netherlands, Niger, Poland and Trinidad and
Tobago, a draft resolution (ElAC.24/~.480) on the
basic programme of work of the Council. The under
[ying purpose of the draft resolution, as explained by
its sponsors, was to concentrate attention at future
sessions of the Council on a limited number of care
fully selected major policy issues. To that end it
was proposed that the Secretary-General, in preparing
the programme of w?r~, should arrange a~enda items
in such a way that SImIlar and connected Issues could
be discussed under a single heading. Furthermore, a
set of procedures was proposed, for application on
an experimental basis in 1974, ~o reduce !he ageJ?-da
of future sessions of the CounCIl. Also WIth a VIew
to streamlining the work of the Council, it was pro
posed that in future, with certain specified exceptions,
the sessional Co-ordination Committee would not
meet at the Council's first regular session and the ses
sional Social Commitee would not meet at the second
regular session.

1111. There was general agreement in the Com
mittee that if the objectives that Governments had s~t

themselves in rationalizing the work of the CounCIl
were to be achieved, it was essential to reduce the
agenda of future sessions, so tha~ the. Council wo~ld
have the time it needed to conSIder In depth major
questions of international concern. It was also em
phasized that greater use sh.ould !Je made of the 3ub
sidiary bodies of the ~ou~cIl, w~llch, on b~ha.Jf o~ t~e
Council should exam1l1e III detaIl all questions wlthlll
their p~rview. The Council, in considering the reports
of the subsidiary bodies, would then be able to con
centrate on the definition of the conceptual framework
within which various issues should be pursued.

1108. The following Member States had ratified
the amendment: A,lgeria, Argentina, Australia, Aus
tria, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia,
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Social
ist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Chad, China, Cyprus,
Dahomey, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji, Finland, France,
Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Ice
land India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Ivory
Coa~t, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Le
banon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Luxembourg, Mada
gascar, Malawi, Malaysia, 1\.1alta, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zea
land, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, .Panama,
Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Sen~gal, Smg~~ore,

Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, ThaIland, Tnmdad
and Tobago Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Social
ist Republi~, Union of Soviet Socialist Republic~,
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Bn
tain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tan
zania, Yemen, Yugoslavia and Zambia.

1109. The Council took note of the report made
on behalf of the Secretary-General.

~.I
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fifteen per session for the Council's programme of
work for 1974, in accordance with the provisions of
the present resolution, for consideration and approval
by the Council at its organizational meetings ,in January
1974; (6) decided to consider, as soon as possible,
amending its rules of procedure in order to provide
for ;the representation of all regional groups of coun
tries among its officers.

B. Measures to improve the documentation
of the Council

1117. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 27 of the agenda for ,the Council's fifty-fifth ses
sion (Measures to improve the documentation of the
Council) at its 508th meeting.10 The Committee had
before it a report by the Secretary-General (E/5355)
on measures to improve the documentation of the
Council, a list of the documents submitted to the
Council at its fifty-fifth session, with an indication
of the dates on which they were distributed (E/5355/
Add.1 /Rev.1 ), and a note by the Secretary-General
on the form and content of the report of the Council
to the General Assembly (E/L.1563).

1118. The Secretary of the Council, in an intro
ductory statement, explained the arrangements that
had been made by the Secretariat to improve ,the
planning and control of documentation. He also indi
cated the main difficulties encountered in that context.
He further stated that some progress had already been
made, as could be seen from the fact that only one
substantive report prepared by the Secretariat had not
complied fully with the requirements of rule 14,
paragraph 4, of the Council's rules of procedure that
documents be distributed six weeks in advance of the
Council's sessions, and that only four substantive docu
ments prepared by the Secretariat had exceeded the
32-page rule set out in Council resolution 1623 (LI),
paragraph 8.

1119. The Secretary of the Council stressed that
the Secretary-General, as indicated in his report (E/
5355, para. 5), was far from satisfied with the present
situation and would continue to seek better perform
ance by the services concerned, particularly at the
planning stage.

1120. In the ensuing discussion, a number of rep
resentatives emphasized the importance of ensuring
the provision of documentation of a high quality in
order effectively to achieve a rationalization of the
work of the Council. Several representatives also stress
ed the need to observe fully rule 14, paragraph 4, of
the Council's rules of procedure, particularly in respect
of the reports of subsidiary bodies, which should,
further, be prepared in such a way as to facilitate the
Council's discussions on them. Several representatives
considered that some documents were as yet sufficiently
concise or of sufficiently high quality and that efforts
should be continued to reduce the volume of documen
tation. A number of representatives welcom~d the ar
rangements that had already been made with respect
to the planning and control of documents and urged
the Secretariat to continue to improve the existing
procedures and techniques for the production of
reports.

1121. With respect to in-session documentation,
it was observed that there was a marked difference in

10 ElAC.24/SR.508.

aqU:.e .•'"

the speed with which documents were prepared in
New York and at Geneva. It was felt that measures
should be adopted as soon as possible to ensure that
draft resolutions and summary records were issued
within shorter time-limits during the summer session
of the Council and to improve the quality of trans
lations.

1122. In connexion with the form and content of
the report of the Council to ,the General Assembly,
it was agreed that, in the light of the expansion of the
Organization's economic and social activities, the
present scope of the Council's work, its central role
within the system and the forthcoming enlargement
of its membership, the report should become more
and more the basic reference document for delega
tions to the Council and the General Assembly. It
was therefore agreed that in future, in addition to a
summary of the general debate, the report should con
sist, under each item, of repertorial summaries of the
relevant debates, including aU procedural steps and
records of voting, and of the actions taken by the Coun
cil. It was also agreed that if the item had been
referred to a sessional committee, the full report of
the committee would be reproduced in the report,
thus dispensing with the need to print such committee
reports in the Annexes to the Official Records of the
EcolWmic and Social Council.

1123. At the conclusion of the debate at the 508th
ml~eting, the Committee, on a proposal of the Chair
man, decided, without a vote, to recommend to the
Council the adoption of two decisions on measures to
improve the documentation of the Council and on
the form and content of the report of the Council to
the General Assembly.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1124. At its 1876th meeting,S the Council adopted
without a vote the draft decision recommended to it
by the Co-ordination Committee (E/5397),3 in which
it (a) took note of the report of the Secretary-General
on measures to improve the documentation of the
Council (E/5355 and Add.1/Rev.1); (b) decided to
request the Secretary-General to pursue the arrange
ments envisaged therein, taking into account the com
ments made during the discussion of the report at
the Council's fifty-fifth session; (c) decided further
to request the Secretary-General to continue to submit
at the beginning of each regular session of the Council a
document containing a list of the documents submitted
to the Council at that session, indicating the dates
on which they were submitted and the number of
pages that they contained.

1125. The Council, a~so without a vote, decided
on the recommendation of the Co-ordination Com
mittee (E/5397),11 that its report to the General As
sembly should consist of: (a) the introduction to the
report signed by the President of the Economic and
Social Council; (b) a chapter containing the issues
which were brought to the attention of, or required
action by, the General Assembly; (c) a chapter con
tair>Ing a summary of the debate on international eco
nOlnic and social policy, including regional and sectoral
deve~opments; (d) under each item considered by the

11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 27.
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Council-the item might be grouped under appropriate
chapters-a succinct review of the background there
of and a repertorial summary of the relevant debates,
including all procedural steps and records of voting,
and of the actions taken by the Council; if the item
had been referred to a sessional committee, the full

... """,,"

report of the committee concerned should be re
produced; (e) a chapter on organizational matters;
(f) annexes containing the agenda of the sessions of
the Council, the membership of the Council and its
subsidiary and related bodies, and the calendar of
meetings.
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Chapter XXX

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
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A. Report of the Committee 011 Non-Governmental
Organizations

1126. The Social Committee considered item 14
of the agenda of its fifty-fourth session (Report of
~he .Council C;ommittee on Non-Governmental Organ
IzatIons) at Its 707th and 708th meetings.1 It had
before it the report of the Committee on Non-Govern
ment~ Organizations (E/5257 and Add.1) which
was mtroduced by the Chairman of that Committee.
The report contained (a) recommendations on the re
classification to category I of two organizations and
the retention on the Roster of one other organization
which had requested reclassification to category II,
the granting of status to 13 organizations in category
II, the placing of 13 other organizations on the Roster
(b) recommendations to the Economic and Sociai
Council on ways of improving the contribution of non
governmental organizations to the implementation of
the goals of the International Development Strategy
as requested by the Council resolution 1580 (L) md
(c) recommendations on ways of improving the con
tribution of non-governmental organizations to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
lndependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples as
requested in Council resolution 1651 (LI).

1127. The Committee took note of the report of
the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations
and, without objection, approved 15 recommendations
(E/5257, chap. II) with the following changes: (a)
the War Resisters International wiU be placed in ca
tegory II as proposed by the representative of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at the 707th
meeting; (b) the Federation of Arab Economists will
be placed in category 1I as suggested by the observer
for Iraq and the representatives of Algeria, Egypt and
Tunisia at the 708th meeting.2

1128. At the 707th meeting, the representative of
Ghana, on behalf of his delegation and those of India,
Kenya, Pakistan and the Philippines, introduced a
draft resolution (ElAC:'/L.627) concerning the im
proving of the contributi·)fi of non-governmental or
ganizations to the implementation of the goals and
objectives of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade.
Indones., Madagascar, Mali, the Netherlands, Tu
nisia, Ug<4nda and Zaire joined in sponsoring the draft
:esolution 1

1129. 7At the same meeting, the representative of
Italy oraliy proposed the deletion of the words "and
to report to the Committee on Non-Governmental

1 ElAC.7/SR.707, 708.
2 For the list of non-governmental organizatl')ns in con

-~e status with the Council in 1973, see E/IJ IlFI 137.
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Organizations as soon as feasible" in operative para
graph 5 of. the draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.627). The
repres~nta~lVe of Ghana orally revised that phrase by
:eplacm& It by the words "and to submit appropriate
mformatIOn to the Economic and Socia~ Council as
soon as feasible". The draft resolution (ElAC.7I
L.627), as orally revised, was adopted without objec-
tion by the Committee.) I

_1130. At the 707th meeting, the representative of
Ghana, on behalf of his delegation and those of India
Kenya,. Pakistan and the Philippines, introduced a ,draft
r~solutlOn (ElAC.7IL.628) regarding the contribu-·
tlOn of non-governmental organizations to the imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. Barbados
In~one~i~, M~dagascar, .Mali, Tunisia, Uganda and
ZaIre, Jomed m sponsormg the draft resolution. The
Committee, by 36 votes to none, with 7 abstentions
adopted draft resolution ElAC.7IL.628. '

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

. 1131. At its 1854th meeting,S the Council con
SIdered the report of the Social Committee (E/5300).'!
The Council decided:

(a) To reclassify the following organizations from
category II to category I:
International Planned Parenthood }'ederation
International Student Movement for the United Nations

(ISMUN)
(b) To maintain on the Roster the Mutual Assist

ance of the Latin American Government Oil Com
pa~ies (ARPEL) although it had requested reclassifi
catIOn to category II;

(c) To place in category II or on the Roster the
following. organizations which had newly applied for
consultatIve status:

CATEGORY II

Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization
Association for the Study of the World Refugee Problem
European Association of National Productivity Centres
International Association of Educators for World Peace
International Association of French-Speaking Parliamentarians
International Council of Environmental Law
Organization for International Economic Relations (IER)
OXFAM
Socialist International
The Federation of Arab Economists
The Foundation for the Peoples of the South Pacific, Inc.

a E/SR.1854.
'10[ficial Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 14.
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Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers
United Kingdom Standing Conference on the Second United

Nations Development Decade
War Resisters International
World Conference of Religion for Peace

ROSTER

Christian Peure Conference
Congress of Radal Equality (CORE)
Ex-Volunteers InV~rnational

International Inner Wheel
International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics
International Solar Energy Society
International Union of Tenants
institute of International Container Lessors
Latin American Association of Finance Development Insti

tutions (ALIDE)
SERVAS International
World Association for Christian Communi.::ation

1132. At the 1854th meeting,S the Council adopteu
without objection resolution 1739 (LIV) in which i.t
(1) approved the recommendations contained in para
graphs 14 to 22 of the report of the Council Commit
tee on Non-Governmental Organizations (E/5257 and
Add.1) regarding, inter alia, co-ordination and liaison
within the United Nations Secretariat and the United
Nations system and the emphasis on developing rela
tions at the regional and national levels, including field
ilevel activities and mobilization of public opinion and
political will, in favour of United Nations efforts; (2)
requested the Secretary-General to take appropriate
action as outlined in paragraphs 15 to 17 of the report
and noted that a progress report wiLl be submitted to
thr., Council C,-'mmittee on Non-Governmental Organ
izations at its meeting during the fifty-fifth session of
the Economic and Sodal Council and a full report at
the next regular session of the Council Committee on
Non-Governmental Organizations; (3) requested the
Secretary-General to take immediate action regarding
paragraph 16 (4) of the report which calls for arrange
ments to be made for the Economic and Social Council,
through the Committee on Review and Appraisal, to
receive the substantive contributions which certain non
governmental organizations can make to the develop
ment process; (4) invited the specialized agencies, the
International Atomic Energy Agency and other bodies
in the United Nations system to co-operate fully with
the Secretary-General in the exploration called for in
the report so that definite progress may be reported
by the Secretary-General, as requested in paragraph 17
of the report; (5) invited the Governing Council and
the Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme to take account in their activities of the
relevant recommendations on fie~d-level operations and
to submit appropriate information to the Economic
and Social Council as soon as feasible; (6) commend
ed to Governments the desirability of taking into ac
count the practical contributions as well as the ex
periences and expertise of their rational non-govern
mental organizations, when drawing up their country
programmes for economic and social development and
their project proposals for United Nations system as
sistance; (7) requested the Secretary-General to bring
the present resolution and the report of the Council
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Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to the
attention of Governments and non-governmental or
ganizations in consultative status with the Economic
and Social Council, and requested the aforementioned
to give all possible assistance to the Secretary-Gen
eral in his study of the subject.

1133. At the same meeting, the Council, by 24
votes to none, with three abstentions, adopted resolu
tion 1740 (LIV) in which it (1) approved the recom
mendations contained in paragraph 25 of the report
(E/5257 and Add.l); (2) requested the Secretary
General to study this question on the Hnes indicated in
paragraph 25 of the report and noted that a progress
report will be submitted to the Council Committee on
Non-Governmental Organizations at its meeting dur
ing the fifty-fifth session of the Economic and Social
Council and a full report at the next regular session
of the Council Committee on Non-Governmental Or
ganizations; (3) invited non-governmental organiza
tions in consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council and other non-governmental organiza
tions especially concerned to co-operate with the Sec
retary-General in this important exploration; (4) noted
with satisfaction the collaboration between the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and
the Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organ
izations in this endeavour and recommended a strength
ening of this collaboration; (5) requested the Council
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to
remain seized of this question and to continue to ex
plore ways of engaging non-governmental organiza
tions actively in the implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and to report as appropriate
to the Economic and Social Council.

1134. At the same meeting, the Council decided,
without objection, to place the foHowing non-govern
mental organizations in category II consultative status
with the Economic and Social Council:
The Federation of Arab Economists
War Resisters International

B. Role o[ non-goverlunental organizations in tlte
progrmUl11e for the Decade for Action to COIn
bat Racislll and Racial Discrimination

1135. The Council considered item 13 of the
agenda for its fifty-fifth session (Role of non-govern
mental organizations in the programme for the De
cade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis
crimination) at its 1877th meeting. (j It had before it
the report of its Committee on Non-Governmental Or
ganizations (E/5386 and Corr.l), a statement of the
administrative and financial implications of a recom
mendation by the Committee contained in paragraph
13 of the report (E/5386/Add.l), and a draft de
cision submitted by Ghana, Hungary and the Nether
lands (E/L.1567).

1136. The representative of 'Hungary, Vice-Chair
man and Rapporteur of the Ccmmittee on Non-Gov
ernmenta~ Organizations introducing the report or the
Committee, stated that, although that body had not
had time to consider the proposals of the non-gov-

fJ E/SR.l877.
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ernJ:!lental organizations in detail, it had been able
to mcorporate some of them into its own recom
menda!ions, contained in an ~"':'': I of its report. The
C;ommlttee had noted those proposals whose considera
tIOn would have meant a review of the substance of
the programme and forwarded them to the Council
in annex II of its report. The representative of Hun
gary also drew the Council's attention to paragraph
11-13 of the report, where the Committee recom
mended, subject to certain reservations that the Coun
cil request the Secretary-General to eiamine the pos
sibilities of assisting conferences of non-governmental
organizations dealing with human rights.

1137. The representative of Ghana on behalf of
his delegation and those of Hungary a~d the Nether
lands, introduced draft decision E/L.1567 which
~e said, was intend.ed to implement the reco:.nmenda~
~ons ~f the ~ommlttee as they had been outlined by
Its Vlce-Charrman and Rapporteur. With regard to
paragraph 3, the representative of Ghana noted that
the General Assembly would have before it at its forth
c01?ing twenty-eighth sessi?n the necessary financial
estllUates to enable delegatlOns to make an informed
j~dgement. H~. fll!ther announced that the delega
tion of the Phlhppmes had asked to join the sponsors
of the dmft ded,sion.

1138. Several representatives stressed the need for
further study of the financial implications of assist
anc~ to co.nferences of ~on-governmental organizations
dealIng WIth human rIghts and reserved their dele
gati?ns' position on the matter until the twenty-eighth
se~slOn of the General Assembly. One representative
saId that ult~ately his delegation's position would
?epend on whICh non-.governmental organizations were
mvolved. Another reIterated the reservations of his
delegation on the programme as a whole, which, he

said, had been voiced at the time the programme for
the Decade had been adopted.

1139. One representative expressed his satisfaction
that non-go~ernIl1:enta'l organizations appeared to have
~hanged .their attItude and were now showing greater
mterest m the problem of racism and racial discrimi
nation. That was. a decis!ve step forward, in view of
the .fact that theIr contrIbution to the study on the
subject prepared for the Commission on Human Rights6

a few years earlier had been minimal.
.1140. At the same meeting the Council adopted

w~thout a vote the draft decision, whereby it (a) sub
?lItted to t~e General Assembly, for consideration at
Its twenty-eIghth session, the recommendations of the
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations on
the role of non-governmental organizations in the pro
gramme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism
and R~cial Discrimination, annexed to its report;7 (b)
transmItted to the General Assembly, for its informa
tion, the suggestions, annexed to the same report 8

:na~e by the Committee of Non-Governmental Org~
IzatIOns on Human Rights concerning possible modi
fica!ions in the draft programme for the Decade for
ActIOn to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination;
(c) requested the Secretary-General to examine the
possibilities of assisting conferences of non-govern
mental organizations in this field, including the pro
vision of conference facilities, such as interpretation
and documentation, and to report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its twenty-eighth session.

.6 J:ferf!.an Santa Cruz, Special Rapporteur on Racial Dis
c,nmmatlOn, Racial Discrimination (United Nations publica
tIon, Sales No. E.71.XIV.2).

7 E/5386, annex I.
8 Ibid., annex II.
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1141. The Council held its organizational session
from 8 to 10 January at United Nations Headquarters;
its fifty-fourth session from 17 April to 18 May 1973
also at United Nations Headquarters; and its fifty-fifth
session from 4 July to 10 August 1973 at the Office
of the United Nations at Geneva.

A. Officers of the Council

1142. At its 1847th meeting,l on 8 January 1973,
the Council elected Mr. Sergio Armando Frazao
(Brazil) President for 1973 and Mr. Edouard Ghorra
(Lebanon), Mr. Blaise Rabetafika (Madagascar) and
Mr. John Vivian Scott (New Zealand) Vice-Presidents.
Mr. Rabetafika served as Chairman of the Social Com
mittee at the fifty-fourth session. Mr. Scott served as
Chairman of the Economic Committee at the organi
zational session and at the fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth
sessions: Mr. Ghorra served as Chairman of the Co
ordination Committee at the fifty-fourth and fifty
fifth sessions. At the fifty-fourth session, the sessional
committees elected the following vice-chairmen from
among their members: Mr. N. P. Jain (India) was
elected Vice-Chairman of the Social Committee; Mr.
Antoni Czarkowski (Poland) Vice-Chairman of the
Economic Committee; and Mr. Wilhem F. Breitenstein
(Finland) Vice-Chairman of the Co-ordination Com
mittee.

1143. At the 1879th meeting,2 on 10 August 1973,
Mr. Scott (New Zealand) informed the Council that,
since his Government had assigned him to other duties
and since he would therefore cease to be the Perma
nent Representative of New Zealand to the United
Nations, he would also relinquish his functions as
Vice-President of, the Council effective 14 August
1973. He propos'ed, under rule 23 of the rules of
procedure, that the Council hold an election to fill
the unexpired term of his Vice-Presidency and nomi
nated as his successor Mr. Aarno KarhHo (Finland).

1144. At its 1879th meeting, the Council, follow
ing the resignation of Mr. Scott (New Zealand) as
Vice-President of the Council, elected Mr. Karhilo
(Finland) as Vice-President of the Council for a
term of office beginning on 14 August 1973 and end
ing on 31 December 1973.

B. Agenda

1145. At its 1850th meeting,S on 10 January
1973, the Council approved the provisional agenda
for its fifty-fourth session (E/5240), and the prelim
inary list of items for its fifty-fifth session, on the

1 E/SR.1847.
2 E/SR.1879.
3 E/SR.1850.
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basis of the draft programme of work submitted by
the Secretary-General (E/L.1520 and Corr.1), taking
into account the decisions adopted at its 1849th meet
ing4 on 10 January 1973 regarding actions arising out
of decisions taken by the General Assembly at its
twenty-se\,'enth session and incorporating a number
of decisions affecting various items taken during the
discussion.5

1146. At its 1851st meeting,6 on 17 April 1973,
the Council decided to postpone to its fifty-fifth ses
sion item 19 of the provisional agenda for the fifty
fourth session (Work programme and budget for 1974
1975 and the medium-term plan for 1974-1977 relat
ing to economic, social and human rights activities).
It decided to include three supplementary items in
the agenda for the fifty-fourth session: at the proposal
of Madagascar the items "Measures to be taken follow
ing the floods in Tunisia" and "Implementation of
Security Council resolution 329 (1973) concerning
the question of economic assistance to Zambia" were
included and, at the proposal of Mongolia, the item
"Question of the admission of Bangladesh to mem
bership in the Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East". The agenda of the fifty-fourth session, as
adopted by the Council, is reproduced in annex I.

1147. At its 1858th meeting,7 on 18 May 1973,
the Council approved the provisional agenda of the
fifty-fifth session, and the preliminary list of items
of the resumed fifty-fifth session (E/5357).

1148. At the 1859th meeting,S on 4 July 1973,
the Council decided to transfer to the fifty-fifth ses
sion the item entitled "Role of non-governmental or
ganizations in the programme for the Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination",
which was on the provisional list of items of the re
sumed fifty-fifth session. The Council, on the recom
mendation of the officers of the Council, also decided
to refer item 13 of the provisional agenda, entitled
"Export credits as a means of promoting exports from
developing countries" to the United Nations Confer
ence on Trade and Development. The agenda of the
fifty-fifth session, as adopted by the Council, is re
produced in annex I.

1149. At its 1878th meeting,{l on 9 August 1973,
the Council approved the provisional agenda of the
resumed fifty-fifth session.

4 E/SR.1849.
5 Official Records of the ECOllomi,c and Social Council,

Fifty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 1 (E/5367), "Other
decisions".

6 E/SR.1851.
7 E/SR.1858.
8 E/SR.1859.
{l E/SR.1878.
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c. Elections

1150. At the 1856th meeting,lO on 17 May 1973,
and at the 1877th meeting,ll on 8 August 1973, the
Council held elections to fill vacancies in its sessional
committees and some of its functional commissions
and standing committees and other related bodies.

1151. At its 1877th meeting, the Council (a)
elected Mexico to the Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development for a term of office of three
years beginning on 1 January 1974; (b) ,elected the
following States to the Wm'king Group on the prep
aration of a new draft instrument or instruments
of international law to eliminate discrimination against
women, established by resolution 5 (XXIV) of the
Commission of the Status of Women: Egypt, Hun
gary, Indonesia, Nigeria, Philippines and Zaire; (c)
decided to postpone until its resumed fifty-fifth session
the election of: (i) one member from among the Latin
American States, for a term of office of three years,
beginning on 1 January 1974, to the Commission on
Human Rights; (H) two members from among the
African States and two members from among the
Western European and other States, for a term of
office of three years, beginning on 1 January 1974;
and five members from among the African States and
one member from among the Western European and
other States, for a term of office effective on the date
of election and expiring on 31 December 1975, to the
Committee on Science and Technology for Develop
ment; (iii) two members from among the African States,
four members from among the Asian States and one
member from among the Western European and other
States, for a term of office of four years, beginning on
1 January 1974, to the Committee on Review and
Appraisal; (iv) one member from among the Western
European and other States, for a term of office effective
on the date of election and expiring on 31 December
1976, to the Committee on Natura'l Resources; (v)
one member from among the African States, for a
term of office of three years, beginning on 1 January
1974, to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordi
nation; (vi) one member from among the Asian States
to the Working Group on the preparation of a new
draft instrument or instruments of international law
to eliminate discrimination against women, established
by resolution 5 (XXIV) of the Commission on the
Status of Women;l2 (d) decided to cancel the election
of five members from among the African States, for
a term of office expiring on 31 December 1973, to
the Committee on Review and Appraisal. At the same
meeting, the Council decided to request the Secretary
General to consider a modest increase in the mem
bership of the Ad floc Group of Experts on Tax
Treaties between Developed and Developing Countries
and to take into account the interest evinced by the
Government of Brazil in becoming a member of the
Ad Hoc Group.

D. Calendar of conferences

1152. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 28 of the agenda for the Council's fifty-fifth ses
sion (Calendar of conferences) at its 509th and 511th

10 E/SR.1856.
11 E/SR.1877.
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-:-econd Session, Supplement No. 6 (E/5109).

iL

meetings. l3 It had before it a provisional calendar
of conferences and meetings for 1974 and a draft
provisional calendar for 1975 (E/L.1551 and Add.l),
as well as a statement ,of their administrative and
financial implications (E/L.1551/Add.2).

1153. The Secretary of the Council, in introduc
ing the provisional calendar for 1974 and the draft
provisional calendar for 1975, said that they had been
prepared in accordance with the decisions and guide
lines adopted by the CouncH on the rationalization of
its work.

. 1154. Since, for all practical purposes, the Coun
cIl's year was reduced to the first six months of the
calendar year, it was not always possible fully to rec
oncile aU the decisions that governed the calendar
~f conferenc~s when scheduling within that period of
tIme approxl111ately 67 weeks of meetings. Recent
d~c.isions ~f th~ Council, parti?ularly the decision pro
vIdmg a bIenmal cycle of seSSIons for most subsidiary
bodies, had reduced the number of meetingc;, but un
fortunately other decisions might create a need for ad
ditional meetings. The Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control, for instance, had recommended, in its
report on its second session, that four intersessional
sub-committecs should be set up. The Secretary of the
Council drew the Co-ordination Committee's particular
attention to that point because, in view of the special
nature of the Crime Prevention Committee, whose work
was of direct interest to the Generall Assembly, the
latter might authorize the establishment of the four
sub-committees before the Council had had an op
portunity to consider the Committee's report. If that
happened, at least eight more weeks of meetings would
have to be added to an already heavily loaded calendar.

1155. During the discusion, the view was expressed
by some representatives that paragraph 16 of Council
resolution 1768 (LIV) stipulating that, with certain
specific exceptions, all subsidiary bodies of the Council
were to meet biennially unless the Council decided
otherwisc, had to be applied faithfully if the Council
seriously intended to rationalize its work and its calen
dar. Other representatives considered that some ex
ceptions had to be made, as in the case of the Commit
tee on Non-Governmental Organiza.tions, the working
groups of the Committee for Development Plan
ning and some of the subsidiary bodies of the Com
mission on Human Rights. One representative felt that
all meetings of expert groups and working groups
should be deleted fro111 the Calcndar.

1156. At its 511th meeting, the Committee, with
out a vote, approved the Council's programme of
meetings for 1974 after making the following amend
mcnts: (a) it scheduled the Council's organizational
session in 1974 for 7, 9 and 10 January; (b) it speci
fied that the session in 1974 of the Working Group
on Model Rules of Procedure established under res
olution 14 (XXVII) of the Commission on Human
Rights should be the last scssion of that Group; (c)
it specified that the session in 1974 of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Periodic Reports should be a special
session; (cl) it scheduled the second scssion of the
Committee on Science and Technology for Devel0p
ment for 1974, on the understanding that it would
meet subsequently on a biennial basis; (e) pending
the Council's decision in the light of the recommenda-

13 ElAC.24/SR.50~and 511.
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tion of the Economic Committee in the context of the
report on the item on science and techno~ogy, it rec
ommended that the Advisory Committee on the Ap
plication of Science and Technology to Development,
whose reports must be referred to the Committee on
Science and Technology for Development in accord
ance with Council resolution 1715 (LIII), should not
meet in 1974. Subsequently the Council also took note
of the provisional calendar for 1975.

1157. At the same m.eeting, also at the proposal
of the Chairman, the Committee decided, without a
vote, to recommend to the Council to authorize all
subsidiary bodies dealing with the review and appraisal
of the International Development Strategy, to refer
their conclusions and related material directly to the
Committee on Review and Appraisal.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1158. At its 1877th meeting,l1 the Council had
before it the report of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5403)14 and also a letter dated 3 August 1973
fr 0m the Chairman of the Committee on Negotiations
with Intergovernmental Agencies addressed to the
President of the Council (E/5404).

1159. At the same meeting, the Council, on the
basis of the letter from the Chairman of the Committee
on Negotiations with Intergovernmental Agencies (El
5404), approved the inclusion in the Council's pro
gramme of meetings for 1974 of a further series of
meetings of that Committee in New York from 11
to 22 February 1974. Furthermore, on the basis of
a recommendation made by the Economic Committee
at its 666th meeting,15 the 'Council authorized the Ad
visory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development to hold its twentieth session
in 1974, on the understanding that after 1975 the
Committee would hold its sessions bienniaUy.

1160. At the same. meeting, on the recommenda
tion of the Co-ordination Committee, the Council~

without a vote, (a) decided to approve the Economic
and Social Council programme of meetings for 1974,
as amended; (b) took note of the provisional calendar
for 1975. Also, on the recommendation of the Co
ordination Committee, the Council, without a vote,
decided to authorize all subsidiary bodies dealing with
the review and appraisal of progress in implementing
the International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade to refer their
conclusions and related material directly to the Com
mittee on Review and Appraisal.

E. Increase in the seating capacity of the
Economic and Social Council Cba:m.ber

1161. At its 1850th meeting,3 on 10 January 1973,
the Council requested the President to take up with
the Secretary-General the question of an increase in
the seating capacity of the Coundl Chamber at United
Nations Headquarters, in view of the forthcoming en
largement of the membership of the Council.

14 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-fifth Session, An1lexes, agenda item 28.

15 ElAC.6/SR.666.

1162. At its 1855th meeting,16 on 16 May 1973,
the Council had before it a note by the Secretary~

General (E/5308), containing proposals for increasing
the seating capacity of the Chamber, which members
of the Council did not consider to be sufficiently well
designed to meet all the future requirements of the
Council.

1163. Accordingly, at its 1858th meeting,7 on
18 1\1ay 1973, the Council decided to request a special
committee, composed of officers of the Council and
the representatives of China) Poland, Sweden and the
United States of America, to enter into consultation
with the Secretary-General on the matter.

1164. During the fifty-fifth session, at its 1876th
meeting,17 on 7 August 1973, the Council had before
it a report of the President (E/5382), recommending
that the seating capacity of the Council Chamber be
enlarged as shown in the plan prepared in consulta
tion with the Secretariat and contained in annex II.
A statement on. the administrative and financial im
plications of the recommendation contained in the
report of the President was submitted by the Secretary~

General (E/5382/Add.1).

1165. At the. same meeting, the Council decided
to approve the plan for the expansion of the Eco
nomic and Social Council Chamber at United Nations
Headquarters, reproduced in the report by the Pres
ident of the Economic and Social Council on this
question (E/5382, annex II).

F. Financial implicatiolls of actions of the Council

1166. In accordance with rule 34 of the rules
of procedure, the Council received separate statements
of the financial implications of draft resolutions and
decisions involving expenditure before the adoption
of the resolutions and decisions concerned. The Council
also received a report of the Secretary-General (El
5408) containing a summary of all additions to the
biennial programme budget covering the economic,
social and human rights fields that were necessary
properly to reflect the decisions of the Council at its
fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth sessions, of the Trade and
Development Board during the second part of its
twelfth session, and of the Industrial Development
Board at its seventh session. The Council was informed
that the Secretary-General would review the financial
implications of its decisions and would make appro
priate provisions in the supplementary estimates for
1973 or in the revised estimates for 1974, to be sub
mitted to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

1167. At the 1879th meeting2 of its fifty-fifth ses
sion, the Council took note of the report of the Sec~

retary-General containing the above-mentioned sum
mary (E/5408).

16 E/SR 1855.
17 E/SR.1876.
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Annex I

ANNEXES

f-,

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

13. Capital punishment.
14. Report of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organ

izations.
15. International co-operation between municipalities.
16. Narcotic drugs:

(a) Report of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs.
(b) Report of the International Narcotics Control Board.
(c) Activities of the United Nations Fund for Drug

Abuse Control.
17. Social development:

(a) Report of the Commission for Social Development.
(b) Promotion of the co-operation movement during the

Second United Nations Development Decade.
18. Human rights questions:

(a) Report of the Commission on Human Rights.
(b) Allegations regarding infringements of trade union

rights.
19. Report of the Working Group on Rationalization.
20. Study on regional structures.
21. Tourism.
22. Second United Nations Conference on the Standardiza

tion of Geographical Names.
23. Assistance to southern Sudanese returnees and displaced

persons.
24. Transport questions:

(a) United Nations/IMCO Conference on International
Container Traffic.
(b) Transport of dangerous goods.

25. Report of the Committee on Programme and Co-ordina-
tion.

26. Elections.
27. Measures to be taken following the floods in Tunisia.
28. Implementation of Security Council resolution 329 (1973)

concerning the question of ewnomic assistance to Zam
bia.

29. Question of the admission of Bangladesh to membership
in the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East.

30. Consideration of the provisional agenda for, and durf,
tion of, the fifty-fifth session.

AGENDA FOR THE FIFTY-FIFTH SESSIONC

1. Opening of the session.
2. Adoption of the agenda.
3. General discussion of international economic and social

policy, including regional and sectoral developments.
4. Second United Nations Development Decade: ::-eview and

appraisal of progress in implementing the International
Development Strategy, including a further discussion of
collective economic security.

c As adopted by the Council at its 1859th meeting, held on
4 July 1973.

AGENDA FOR THE ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION, THE FIFTY·FOURTH SESSION
AND THE FIFTY.FIFTH SESSION OF THE COUNCIL

AGENDA FOR THE ORGANiZATIONAL SESSIONn

1. Election of the President and Vice-Presidents for 1973.
2. Adoption of the agenda.
3. Elections.
4. Confirmation of members of functional commissions of

the Council.
5. Recommendations of the United Nations/IMCO Confer

ence 011 International Container traffic.
6. Actions arising out of decisions of the General Assembly

at its twenty-seventh session.
7. Basic programme of work of the Council in 1973 and

consideration of the provisional agenda for the fifty
fourth session.

8. Measures to be taken following the earthquake in Ni
caragua.

AGENDA FOR THE FIFTY-FOURTH SESSIONb

Adoption of the agenda.
Permanent sovereignty over natural resourc~s of devel
oping countries.
Special measures in favour of the least developed among
the developing countries.
Special measures related to the particular needs of the
land-locked developing countries.
Natural resources:
(a) Report of the Committee on Natural Resources.
(b) Question of the establishment of a United Nations

revolving fund for natural resources exploration.
6. Fiscal and financial matters:

(a) Promotion of private foreign investment in devel
oping countries.

(b) Transfer of operative technology at the enterprise
level.

(c) Tax treaties betwCten developed and developing coun
tries.

7. Collective economic security: preliminary consideration
of the concept, its scope and potential practical impli
cations.

8. The impact of multinational corporations on the develop
ment process and on international relations.

9. Economic and social consequences of disarmament.
10. Appraisal of prospective food deficits and food aid needs.
11. Report of the Statistical Commission.
12. Population.

Ca) United Nations Fund for Population Activities.
(b) Report of the Population Commission.

n As adopted by the Council at its 1847th meeting, held on
8 Jan ...mry 1973.

h As adopted by the Council at its 1851si meeting, held on
17 April 1973.
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Relations with the World Intellectual Property Organi
zation.

Marine co-operation.
Aid to the Sudano-Sahelian populations threatened with
famine.

Economic assistance to Zambia.
Assistance in cases of natural disaster and other disaster
situations.

Assistance to southern Sudanese returnees and displaced
persons.

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the
specialized agencies and the international institutions as
sociated with the United Nations.

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees.

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit: pending reports.

Measures to improve the documentation of the Council.

Calendar of conferences.

Elections.
(a) Commission on Human Rights.
(b) Committee on Science and Technology for Devel-

opment.
(c) Committee on Review and Appraisal.
(d) Committee on Natural Resources.
(e) Committee for Programme and Co-ordination.
(I) Working Group on the preparation of a new draft

instrument or instruments of international law to
eliminate discrimination against women, established
by resolution 5 (XXIV) of the Commission on the
Status of Women.

(g) Board of the United Nations Research Institute for
Social Development.

The impact of multinational corporations on the
opment process and on international relations.

International environment co-operation.

Work programme and budget for 1974-1975 and medium
term plan for 1974-1977 relating to economic, social and
human rights activities.

Co-ordination.
(a) Reports of the specialized agencies and the Inter

national Atomic Energy Agency.
(b) Report of the Administrative Committee on Co-or

dination.
(c) Reports of the Committee for Programme and Co

ordination of the Joint Meetings of the Committee
for Programme and Co-ordination and the Admin
istrative Committee on Co-ordination.

26.

27.

28.

29.

23.

25.

24.

21.
22.

19.
20.

18.

17.

14.

15.

16.

The problem of mass poverty and unemployment in
developing countries.

6. Development planning and projections.
7. Dissemination of information and mobilization of pub

lic opinion relative to problems of development.
8. Operational activities for development:

(a) United Nations Development Programme.
(b) United Nations Capital Development Fund.
(c) Technical co-operation activities undertaken by the

Secretary-General.
(d) United Nations Volunteers programme.
(e) United Nations Fund for Population Activities.
(I) United Nations Children's Fund.
(g) World Food Programme.

9. Regional co-operation:
(a) Reports of the regional economic commISSIons and

the United Nations Economic and Social Office in
Beirut.

(i) Economic Commission for Europe.
(ii) Economic Commission for Asia and the Far

East.
(iii) Economic Commission for Latin America.
(iv) Economic Commission for Africa.
(v) Report of the Secretary-General on the activi

ties of the United Nations Economic and Social
Office in Beirut.

(b) Report on the meetings of the Executive Secretaries
of the regional economic commissions.

(c) Establishment of an economic commmision for West
ern Asia.

(d) United Nations export promotion and development
efforts.

Science and technology:
(a) Report of the Committee on Science and Technol

ogy for Development.
(b) Report of the Advisory Committee on the Appli

cation of Science and Technology to Development.
(c) The role of modern science and technology in the

development of nations.
(d) Outflow of trained personnel from the developing

to the developed countries.
(e) Question of the esta'.:lishment of a special protein

fund.
(I) Transfer of op~rative technology at the enterprise

level.
Industrial development co-operation.
Mobilization of financial resources.
Role of non-governmental organizations in the programme
for the Decade for Action to Comb;at Racism and Racial
Discrimination.

10.
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MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL AND ITS SUBSIDIARY AND RELATEU BODIESu

1

F
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F
F
1
1
1
S
1
1

1

Term of office
expires on

31 Deccmbcr C
1976 I
1975 r
1974 t

I
1975 c
1975 I
1976
1975
1976
1975
1974
1974
1974
1974
1975
1976
1974

1976

1975

1974

1976

Term of office
Col'Pi/·CS on

31 Dcccmber

1975
1977
1977
1975
1977
1976
1976
1977

Membership
1974 and 1975
Austria .
Brazil .
Bulgaria .
Cameroon .
Canada .
Czechoslovakia .
Egypt .
Finland .

Membership
1974b

Argentina .
Belgium .
Brazil .
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic ..
Denmark .
France .
Guyana .
Haiti .
Hungary .
India .
Indonesia .
Japan .
I(enya .
Pakistan .
Togo .
Uganda .
Union of Soviet So-

cialist Republics ..
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ..

United Republic of
·Tanzania .

United States of Amer-
ica .

1973 OF THE SESSIONAL COMMITTEES
(continued)

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Venezuela**
Yemen**
Yugoslavia**
Zaire

MEMBERSHIP IN

Spain
Sri Lanka**
Sudan**
Sweden**
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia**
Turkey**
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic**

Mcmbrrship
1973

Australia
Austria
Brazil
Bulgaria
Cameroon
Colombia
Czechoslovakia
Egypt

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, BUILDING AND PUNNING

b At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Council
postponed to its resumed fifty~fifth session the election of one
member from among the African States, fer a term of office
of three years beginning on 1 January 1974.

M embel'ship
1973

Belgium
Brazil
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Colombia
Denmark
France
Guyana
Hungary
India
Indonc.,ia
Japan
Kenya
Nigeria
Pakistan
Sudan
Trinidad and Tobago
Uganda
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United Republic of
Tanzania

United States of
America

COMMITTEE FOR PROGRAMME AND CO-ORDINATION

STANDING COMMITTEES

1975
1974
1975
1974
1974
1974
1974
1975
1973*
1973*
1974
1973*
1973*
1973*
1975
1975
1975
1973*
1973*
1974
1975
1975
1975
1974

1974
1973*
1973'"

Term of office
expires on

31 December

India**
Indonesia**
Italy**
Japan
Kenya**
Lebanon
Madagascar
~ialaysia

Mali
Mongolia
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Pakistan**
Peru**
Philippines* '"
Poland
Romania*'"
Senegal*'"

Algeria
Argentina*'"
Barbados*'"
Belgium*'"
Bolivia
Brazil
Burundi
Canada**
Chile
China
Colombia**
Denmark**
Egypt**
Finland
France
Ghana**
Guinea**
Haiti
Hungary

Annex n

A. Economic and Social Council

MEMBERSHIP IN 1973 OF THE SESSIONAL COMMITTEES

B. Committees of the Council

Membership
1973

Algeria .
Bolivia .
Brazil .
Burundi .
Chile .
China .
Finland .
France .
Haiti .
Hungary .
Japan .
Lebanon .
Madagascar .
Malaysia .
Mali .
Mongolia .
Netherlands .
New Zealand .
Niger .
Poland .
Spain .
Trinidad and Tobago .
Uganda .
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland .
United States of America .
Zaire .

* Retiring member.
**Non~member of the Council.
n Further information concerning the terms of reference,

composition ,md sessions of the Council and its subsidiary
and related bodies is contained in document E/INF/120 and
Corr.1.
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1976
1976
1974

1974
1975
1976
1975
1974
1975
1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
1975

Term of office
e.t:pi,"es on

31 December

1976
1976
1976
1974
1976

Term of office
expires on

31 December

1974
1974
1974
1976
1974
1974
1974
1974
1976
1976
1974
1974
1976
1976
1976
1976
1974
1974
1974
1976
1976
1974
1976
1976
1974
1974
1974
1976
1974
1974
1976

1974

19'16

Membership
1974d

Argentina .
Belgium .
Brazil .
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic ..
Canada .
Chile .
Colombia .
Czechoslovakia .
Democratic Yemen .
Egypt .
France .
Guatemala .
India .
Indonesia '.
Iran , .

Membership
1974 C

Guinea .
Hungary .
Iceland .
India .
Indonesia .
Iran .

,Iraq .
Italy .
Jamaica .
Japan .
Kenya .
Kuwait .
Libyan Arab Republic
Malawi .
Malaysia .
Mali .
Netherlands .
Norway .
Pakistan .
Peru .
Philippines .
Poland .
Romania .
Rwanda .
Sri Lanka " .
Sudan .
Sweden .
Syrian Arab Republic
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey .
Uganda .
Ukrainian Soviet Social-

ist Republic .
Union of Soviet Social-

ist Republics .
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ..

Uruguay .
Venezuela .
Yugoslavia .
Zaire .

Membership
1973

Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Yemen
Egypt
i"rance
Ghana

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT

d At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Council post
poned to its resumed fifty-fifth session the election of:

(i) Two members from among the African States and
two members from among the Western European and
other States, for a term of office of three years begin
ning on 1 January 1974;

(ii) Five members from among the African States and one
member from among the Western European and other
States, for a term of office effective as of the date of
election and expiring on 31 December 1975.

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES (continued)

Membership
1973

Guinea
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya
Kuwait
Libyan Arab Republic
Malawi
Malaysia
Mali
Netherlands
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Romania
Rwanda
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sweden
Syrian Arab Republic
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Uruguay
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zaire
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Term (If office
e.t:/Jires on

31 Decembel'
1976
1974
1974
1976
1976
1976
1976

1974
1976
1974
1974
1974
1976
1974
1976

1975

1976
1977

Term of office
expires on

31 December
1975
1977
1976
1975
1976
1976
1977
1977
1975
1975
1977
1976
1975
1976
1976

1975

Membership
1974 C

Algeria .
Argentina .
Australia .
Austria .
Bolivia .
Brazil .
Canada .
Central African

Republic .
Chile .
Egypt .
France .
Gabon .
Ghana .
Greece .
Guatemala .

Membership
1974 and 1975

France .
Gabon .
Guatemala .
India .
Indonesia .
Iran .
Iraq .
Morocco .
Nigeria .
Panama .
Thailand .
Togo .
Trinidad and Tobago .
Spain .
Uganda .
Union of Soviet Social-

ist Republics .
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Nothern Ireland '"

United States of Amer-
ica .

Venezuela .

ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Membership' in 1973

Philippines
Tunisia
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America

COMMITTEE

Barbados
Bolivia
France
Ghana
Hungary
Japan
Kenya
Netherlands

Membership
1973

Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Central African

Republic
Chile
Egypt
France
Gabon
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala

COMMITTEE ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL
AGENCIES

At its 1873rd meeting, on 24 July 1973, the Council de
cided that the Committee on Negotiations with Intergovern
mental Agencies should be composed, for the purposes of
negotiations with the World Intellectual Property Organiza
tion of representatives of Algeria, Barbados, Brazll, Chile,
France, Hungary, Japan, Kenya and Malaysia, under the
chairmanship of Mr. Blaise Rabetafika (Madagascar), Vice
President of the Council.

Membership
1973

Finland
France
Guatemala
India
Indonesia
Iran
Libyan Arab Republic
Malaysia
Nigeria
Pakistan
Panama
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Spain
Uganda
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

c At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Council PO&t
poned to its resumed fifty-fifth session the election of one
member from among the Western European and other States
for a term of office effective as of the date of election and
expiring on 31 December 1976.

COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, BUILDING AND PLANNING
(continued)
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1975

1975

1975
1977
1975
1977

1977

~- ~-.~ -1,
REVIEW AND ApPRAISAL (continued) \

Term of office i
Membership e.-rpires ot~ ,

1974 and 19750 31 December lI
Mauritania ,.. 1975 I
Mexico , ,....... 1975
Netherlands .. "..... 1977
Norway .. , ".,.. 1975
Pakistan 1975
Peru ' .. ,., ",.. 1975
Philippines ., ".. 1975
Poland ,,'.......... 1975
Senegal , ,.... 1975
Spain 1975
Sri Lanka ., .. ".'... 1975
Sweden , ,....... 1975
Tunisia , , , 1975
Turkey ,.,.,..... 1975
Ukrainian fjoviet

Socialist Republic ..
Union of Soviet I

Socialist Republics (
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and.l
Northern Ireland I • ••

United States of ;'
America '.. , ..

Venezuela .
Yugoslavia .
Zaire , .

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE ApPLICATION OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TO DEVELOPMENT

Members appointed by the Economic and Social Council, on
the nomination of the Secretary-General, for a term ending
on 31 December 1974f

Pierre Victor Auger (France)
Bruce H. Billings (United States of America)
A. H. Bunting (United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland)
Mourad Castel (Algeria)
Carlos Chagas (Brazil)
Wilbert K. Chagula (United Republic of Tanzania)
Ricardo Diez-Hochleitner (Spain)
Jermen M. Gvishiani (Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics)
Alexander Keynan (Israel)
Thorkil Kristensen (Denmark)
Sir Arthur Lewis (St. Lucia)
M. G. K. Menon (India)
Takashi Mukaibo (Japan)
Leonard Mukendi (Zaire)
Josef Novak (Czechoslovakia)
L. Rousseau (Canada)
Frederick T. Sai (Ghana)
Abdus Salam (Pakistan)
Irimie Staicu (Romania)
Victor L. Urquidi (Mexico)
Jose Valenzuela (Chile)
Nicola Borissov Videnov (Bulgaria)
Sir Ronald Walker (Australia)
Mohammed Yeganeh (Iran)

COMMH'TEE ON

f Appointed at the 1812th meeting, on 7 January 1972,
except for Dr. Menon and Professor Novak who were ap
pointed at the 1815th meeting on 17 May 1972 and Dr. Billings
who was appointed at the 1856th meeting on 17 May 1973
to replace Dr. J. George Harrar (United States of America)
who resigned.

Membership
19736

Italy
Japan
Kenya
Lebanon
Malaysia
Mauritania
Mexico
Netherlands
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Senegal
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sweden
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britian and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

Venezuela
Yemen
Yugoslavia
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1975
1977
1977
1977
1975
1977
1975
1977
1975
1977
1977
1975
1977
1977
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1977
1977

1974

1976

1974
1974
1976
1976
1976

1974
1976
1976
1975
1974
1976
1975
1975
1975
1974
1974
1975
1974
1974
1976
1975
1975
1976
1975
1974

1976

Tel'm of office
e:rPires OH

31 December

Term of office
e:rpires on

31 December
Membership

1974d

Italy ... " , .
Jamaica ., .
Japan, , .
Jordan, , .
Kenya '", , .
Madagascar ., .. , .
Mongolia , .
Netherlands ., .. , .
New Zealand .' ,
Pukistan , , .
Peru .. , , .
Philippines .' ".
Poland ,'.
Romania .
Sierra Leone ,.
Spain ., ,.
Sri Lanka .
Sweden"" .. ", .
Syrian Arab Republic .
Tunisia "" .
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics ..
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United Republic of
Tanzania, .

United States of
America .

Uruguay .
Venezuela .
Yugoslavia .
Zaire ., , ,.

M emberslrip
19U and 1975°

Argentina .
Austria , .. ,.
Belgium .
Bolivia. , .
Brazil " ".
Canada .,., ,.,.,.
Chile " ... , , .. ,.
Colombia .. " , ..
Czechoslovakia .
Egypt .. , .
France, , .
Ghana , .
Guatemala .' .
Honduras ,., " .
Hungary .
India .', , .. ,.
Indonesia ',.
Italy ,' , .
Japan ,..,..........
Madagascar , .
Malaysia. , , , .

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR DEVELOPMENT
(contim4l'd)

COMMITTEE ON REVIEW AND ApPRAISAL

M elllbership
1973°

Argentina
Austria
Belgium
Bolivia
Brazil
Cameroon
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Yemen
Egypt
France
Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Honduras
Hi.mgary
India
Indonesia
Iraq

Membership
1973

Guatemala
India
Indonesia
Iran
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Malawi
Mexico
Mongolia
Netherlands
New Zealand
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Romania
Senegal
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sweden
Syrian Arab Republic
Tunisia
Uganda
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

Uruguay
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

e At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Council post
poned to its resumed fifty-fifth session the election of two
members from among the Afrkan States, four members from
among the Asian States and one member from among the
Western European and other States, for a term of office of four
years beginning on 1 January 1974. At the same meeting it
decided to cancel the election of five members from among
the African States for a term of office expiring on 31 Decem
ber 1973.

j
! ..:

j .~

.1.

1
.(.'.)

1"d
~



STATISTICAL COMMISSION (continued)

POPULATION COMMISSION

COMMITTEE FOR DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

Members appointed by the Economic and Social Council, on
the nomination of the Secretary-General, for a period of
three years ending on 31 December 1974g

Chedly Ayari (Tunisia)
Ester Boserup (Denmark)
Gamani Corea (Sri Lanka)
William G. Demas (Trinidad and Tobago)
Paul Kaya (Congo)
V. M. Kirichenko (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Janos Kornai (Hungary)
J. A. Lacarte (Uruguay)
John P. Lewis (United States of America)
Ian M. D. Little (United Kingdom of Great Britain and

J. ~~~~~~~r(~~~a;i.t~__
G. Reza Moghadam (Iran)
Philip Ndegwa (Kenya)
Widjojo Nitisastro (Indonesia)
Saburo Okita (Japan)
H. M. A. Onitiri (Nigeria)
Josef Pajestka (Poland)
Guiseppe Parenti (Italy)
K. N. Raj (India)
Jean Ripert (France)
Germanico Salgado (Ecuador)
Leopoldo Solis (Mexico)
Jan Tinbergen (Netherlands)

COMMITTEE ON CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL

Membership for a term of office of three years
ending on 31 December 1974

Sylvi Inkeri Anttila (Finland)
Maurice Aydalot (France)
Alphonse Boni (Ivory Coast)
Norman A. Carlson (United States of America)
William Robert Cox (United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland)
Taslim Olawale Elias (Nigeria)
Josef Godony (Hungary)
Ahmed Khalifa (Egypt)
Pietro Manca (Italy)
Jorge Arturo Montero Castra (Costa Rica)
Atsushi Nagashima (Japan)
Khaleeq Ahmed Naqvi (India)
Hamood'ur Rahman (Pakistan)
Jose Arthur Alves da Cruz Rios (Brazil)
Boris A. Victorov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)

C. Functional commissions and sub-commissions

STATISTICAL COMMISSION

Membership
1973

Sri Lanka
Sweden
Uganda
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

Uruguay
Venezuela

Mem bel's/rip
1973

Barbados
Brazil
Costa Rica
Denmark
Egypt
France
Gabon
Ghana
Haiti
Indonesia
Iran
Japan
Morocco
Netherlands
Niger
Peru
Philippines
Romania
Rwanda
Sweden
Thailand
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet So

cialist Republic
Union of Soviet So

cialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Lreland

United States of
America

Mem!Jrrsllip
1974

Sri Lanka .
Sweden .
Tunisia .
Ukra:nian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United States of
America .

Uruguay .
Venezuela .

Membel'slzip
1974

Brazil .
Costa Rica .
Denmark .
Ecuador .
Egypt , .
France .
Ghana .
India .
Indonesia .
Japan .
Mauritania .
Morocco .
Netherlands .
Niger .
Panama .
Peru .
Philippines .
RomanJa .
Rwanda .
Sweden .
Thailand .
Tunisia .
Turkey .
Ukrainian Soviet So-

cialist Republic .....
Union of Soviet So

cialist Republics ...
United J(.ingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United States of
America .

Term of office
e.,·/Ji,·es on

31 December

1976
1976
1977

1975

1977

1976

1977
1976
1977

Term of office
expires 01£

31 December

1976
1976
1976
1977
1975
1975
1975
1977
1975
1977
1977
1975
1976
1976
1977
1975
1975
1976
1976
1975
1976
1977
1976

1975

1977

1977

1977

If Appointed at the 1812th meeting, on 7 January 1972. The
twenty-fourth member will be appointed after the necessary
consultations have been completed.

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
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1976
1975
1974
1976
1976
1974
1974
1976
1975
1974
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1975
1974

Term of office
expires on

31 December
Membership

1973 alld 1974

Austria .
Belgium .
Cameroon .
Chile .
Colonlbia .
Costa Rica .
Cyprus .
Czecho~ovakia .
Dominican Republic .
Egypt .
France .
India .
Indonesia .
Iraq .
Italy .
Ivory Coast .
Jamaica .

157

1975
1976
1977
1975
1976
1977
1971\
19/6
1975
1976
1975
1975
1977
1977
1975

Term of office
ex/Ji,'cs 01~

31 December
Membership

1974

Argentina .
Brazil .
Canada .
Czechoslovakia .
France .
uabon .
Ghana .
Hungary .
India .
Japan .
Kenya .
Malaysia .
New Zealand .
Sierra Leone .
Spain .

Membership
1973

Argentina
Belgium
Brazil
Czechoslovakia
France
Ghana
Hungary
India
Ireland
Japan
Kenya
Libyan Arab Republic
Malaysia
Morocco
Spain



COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (continued)

SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES

Membership for a period of three yearsi

Mohammed A. Abu Rannat (Sudan)
Hisham AI-Shawi (Iraq)
Bali Ram Ghagat (India)

h At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Council post
poned to its resumed fifty-fifth s~sion the election of one mem
ber from among the Latm Ameflcan States for a term of office
,of three years beginning on 1 January 1974. . .

i Elected at the 1179th meeting of the CommISSIon on
Huma. Rights, on 4 April 1972.
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1975
1976
1974
1976
1974
1975
1976
1976
1975
1974
1976
1974
1975
1976
1976
1976
1976
1974
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1974
1975
1975
1975
1974
1974

1974
1974
1974

Term of office
e.xpires on

:n December

COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

SUB-COMMISSION ON PREVENTION OF DISCRIMINATION
AND PROTECTION OF MINORITIES (continued)

Membership for a period of three yearsj (continued)

Abdelwahab Bouhdiba (Tunisia)
Francesco Capotorti (Italy)
Beverly Carter, Jr. (United States of America)
Erica-Irene A. Daes (Greece)
Vicc=:nte Diaz Samayoa (Guatemala)
I. D. J. Durlong (Nigeria)
Baroness ElIes (United Kingdom of Gre,at Britain and

Northern Ireland)j
Hector Gros EspieIl (Uruguay)
Jose D. In,rdes (Philippines)
Branimir M. JankoviC'~~¥'l1gdsiavia)
Ahmed M. Khalifa (Egypt)
Kezia N. Egeria Kinyanjui (Kenya)
Antonio Martlnez Baez (Mexico)
Jose R. Martlnez Cobo (Ecuador)
Erik Nettel (Austria)
Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada (Pakistan)
Nicole Questiaux (France)
A. G. Ravan Farhadi (Afghanistan)
Hermin Santa Oruz (Chile)
E. K. Sekyiamah (Ghana)
Sergey N. Smirnov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republicl~)

J08" Voicu (Romania)
J.'-' :lma Warzazi (Morocco)k

j Elected at the 1239th meeting of the Commission on
Human Rights, on 4 April 1973, to replace Robert R. James
(United Kingdom) who resigned.

It Elected at the 1239th meeting of the Commission on
Human Rights, on 4 April 1973, to replace Ahmed Kettani
(Morocco) who died.

Membership
1973 and 1974

Argentina .
Belgium .
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic .
Canada .
Central African Republic .
Chile .
China .
Colombia .
Costa Rica .
Dominican RepubHc .
Egypt .
Finland .
France .
Greece .
Guinea .
Hungary ' .
India .
Indonesia .
Japan .
I<enya .
Liberia .
Madagascar .
Nicaragua .
Nigeria .
Norway .
Philippines .
Ronlania .
Thailand .
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland .
United States of America .
Zaire .
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1977
1975

1974
1974
1976
1975
1974
1974
1976
1975
1976
1974
1975
1974
1976
1975
1975
1974
1974
1976
1976
1974
1974
1976
1975
1975

1976

Term of office
e.xpires 0/1

31 December

1975

1976

1974

Term of office
e.-rpires on

31 December

1974
1976
1976
1975
1974
1974
1976
1976
1974
1975
1975

1974
1975
1975
1974

Membership
1974/1

Austda .
Bulgaria .
Byelorussian Soviet So-

cialist Republic .
Chile .
Cyprus .
Dominican Republic ..
Ecuador .
Egypt .
France .
Ghana .
India .
Iran , .
Iraq .
Italy .
Lebanon .
Netherlands .
Nicaragua .
Nigeria .
Norway .
Pakistan .
Panama .
Romania .
Senegal .
Sierra Leone .
Tunisia .
Turkey .
Union of Soviet So-

cialist Republics ....
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United Republic of Tan-
zania .

United States of
America .

Zaire

llfembl'rship
1973

Austria
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviat

Socialist Republic
Chile
Dominican Republic.
Ecuador
Egypt
Fr,ance
Ghana
India
Iran
Iraq
Italy
Lebanon
Mauritius
Mexico
Netherlands
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Romania
Senegal
Tunisia
Turkey
Union of Soviet So

ciaHst Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United Republic of
Tanz"lnia

United States of
America

Venezuela
Zaire

COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Melllbership
1973 and 1974

Japan .
Mauritania .
New Zealand , .
Nigeria .
Somalia .
Spain .
Sudan '" . " ..
Thailand .
Tunisia .
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic .
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern

Ireland , .
United States of America .
Uruguay .
Yugoslavia .

f.iili '
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Hong Kong
Territory of Papua and New

Guinea
Trust Territory of the

Pacific IslandsP

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA

Members

Canada
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (continued)

Members (continued)

Poland
Portugal
Romania
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist

Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Yugoslavia

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST

Members

Netherlands
New Zealand
Pakistan
Philippines
Republic of Korea
Republic of Viet-Nam
Singapore
Sri Lanka
Thailand
Tonga
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Western Samoa

Argentina
Barbados
Bolivia
Brazil

British Solomon Islands
Protectorate

Brunei
Cooks Islands
Fiji
Gilbert and Ellice Islandso

Afghanistan
Australia
Bangladeshn

Bhutan
Burma
China
France
India
Indonesia
liran
Japan
Khmer Republic
Laos
Malaysia
Mongolia
Nauru
Nepal

Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Finland
France
German Democratic Re

public
Germany, Federal Republic

of
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway

The Federal Republic of Germany and Switzerland par
ticipate in a consultative capacity in the work of the Com
mjssion by virtue of Council resolutions 617 (XXII) of
20 July 1956 and 860 (XXXII) of 21 December 1961,
respectively.

Associate members

11 By its resolution 1735 (LIV) of 17 April 1973, the Council
decided to amend paragraphs 2 and 3 of the terms of reference
of the Commission to include Bangladesh as a member of the
Commission.

o By its resolution 1812 (LV) of 9 August 1973, the Council
amended paragraphs 2 and 4 of the terms of reference of the
Commission to include Gilbert and Ellice Islands within the
geogrnphkal scope of the Commission and admitted it as an
associate member of the Commission.

P By its resolution 1811 (LV) of 9 August 1973, the Council
amended paragraphs 2 and 4 of the terms of reference of the
Commission to include the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
within the scope of the Commission and admitted it as an
associate member of the Commission.
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1977

1975
1975

Term of office
expires on

31 December

1975
1977
1977
1975
1977
1977
1975

1975
1975
1975
1977
1977
1977
1977
1975
1977
1977
1975
1975
1975
1977
1975
1975
1975
1977
1977

1977

Membm'ship
1974

AJrgentina .
Australia .
Brazil .
Canada .
Chile .
Egypt .
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Germany, Federal

Republic of .
Hungary .
India .
Indonesia .
Iran .
Jamaica .
Japan .
Kenya .
Mexico .
Morocco .
Nigeria .
Pakistan .
Peru .
Romania " .
Sweden .
Switzerland .
Thailand .
Togo .
Turkey .
Union of Soviet So

cialist Republics ....
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United States of
America .

Yugoslavia .

D. Regional economic commissions

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

Members

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic

Canadam

Cyprus

Albania
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria

COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

Me11lbership
1973

AJrgentina
Australia
Brazil
Canada
Chile
Egypt
France
Germany, Federal

Republic of
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Jamaica
Japan
Kienya
Lebanon
Mexico
Morocco
Nigeria
Pakistan
Peru
Romania
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Togo
Turkey
Union of Soviet So

cialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

Yugoslavia

WORKING GROUP \.')N THE PREPARATION OF A NEW DRAFT
INSTRUMENT OR INSTRUMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW TO
ELIMINATE DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN, ESTABLISHED
UNDER RESOLUTION 5 (XXIV) OF THE COMMISSION ON THE
STATUS OF WOMENl

Canada
Chile
Colombia
Dominican Republic
Egypt
Finland
I-!lmgary
Indonesia
Liberia
Nigeria
PhiLippines
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America
Zaire

1 At its 1877th meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Council post
poned until its resumed fifty-fifth session the election of one
member from among the Asian States.

m By its resolution 1810 (LV) of 9 August 1973, the Council
decided to change paragraph 7 of the terms of reference of
the Commission by ,adding Canada to the list of members of
the Commission.
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To

1975
1976
1976
1974
1976

1975

1976
1974
1974

Term of office
e:rpires o,~

3111tly

1974
1975
1974

1976
1975
1975
1976
1976

1974
1974
1975
1976
1976
1975
1974
1974
1976
1975
1976
1974
1976
1975
1975
1974
1975

1976

Term of office
expires on

31 Der.ember

Membership
from

1 AI/Ollst 1973

Algeria .
Bulgaria .
Canada .
Central African Repub-

lic .
Chile .
Congo .
Egypt .
France .
Germany, Federal Re-

public of .
India .
Indonesia .
Italy .
Japan .
NIgerIa .
Norway .
Pakistan .
P,eru .
Philippines .
Poland .
Romania .
Rwanda .
Sweden .
Switzerland .
Thailand .
Turkey .
Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics .
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United States of
America .

Uruguay .
Venezuela .. , .

Membership
1974

Austria .
Belgium .
Brazil .
Bulgaria .
Canada .

Membership in 1973

Madagascar
Netherlands
Nigeria
Norway
Sweden
Switzerland
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United Republic of Tan-
zania

United States of Ametrica
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Algeria
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Oanada
China
Colombia
Denmrurk
France
Germany, Federal Republic

of
Greece
Holy See
Iran
Israel
!ta'ly
Lebanon

E. Othel' related bodies

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

M embe"ship
lllltil

31 btly 1973

Algeria
Bulgaria
Canada
Central African Re-

public
ChiLe
Congo
Egypt
France
Germany, Federal Re-

public of
India
Indonesia
Italy
Japan
Nigeria
NOlrway
P,akistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Romania
Rwanda
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Turkey
Union of Soviet So

ciaIJst Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

Uruguay
Venezuela

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PRO':JRAMME OF THE
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

Membership
1973

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria

Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Mricaq
Sudan
Swaziland
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
United Republic of Tan-

zania
UpperVolta
Zaire
Zambia

Spain
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

COMMISSION' FOR LATIN AMERICA (continued)
Members (continued)

NJcaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Trinidad and Tobago
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela

Cuba
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
France
Guatemala
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Netherlands

Algeria
Botswana
Burundi
CamerOOD.
Central African Republic
Chad
Congo
Dahomey
Egypt
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Ivory Coast
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Libyan Arab Republic
Madagascar
Malawi

The NonMSelf-Governing
Territories in Africa
(including Mrican
islands)

France

ECONOMIC COMMISION FOR AFRICA

Members

Belize

The Associated States of Antigua, Dominica, Grenada,
St. KittsMNevisMAnguilla and St. Lucia and the Territories
of Montserrat and St. Vincent (collectively, as a single
member)

The Federal Republic of Germany and Switzerland par
ticipate in a consultative capacity in ihe work of the
Commission by virtue of Council refJolution 632 (XXII)
of 13 December 1956 and 861 (XXXII) of 21 Decem
ber 1961, respectively.

ECONOMIC

The Federal Republic of Germany and Switzerland par
ticipate in a consultative capacity in the work of the Com
mission by virtue of Council resolution 763 D rr (XXX) of
8 July 1960 and 925 (XXXIV) of 6 July 1962, respectively.

q The Council decided, by resolution 974 D IV (XXXVI)
of 30 July 1963, that the Republic of South Africa should not
take part in the work of the Commission until the Council,
on the recommendation of the Commission, should find that
conditions for constructive co-operation had been restored by
a change in its racial policy.

~.'



ON

1974
1975

1974
1973

1975
1974
1974
1975
1975

1974
1975

1974

Tel'm of
Office

expires on
31 December

Tcrm of
Office

e.rpires on
31 December

Members rlected
by the

FAO Council

Membel's elected
by tlte

FAO CoulIcil r

Argentina .
Canada .
India .
Indonesia .
Netherlands .
Trinidad and To-

bago .
Tunisia .
United States of

America ....

Trinidad and To-
bago .

Tunisia .
United States of

America ....
Uruguay

in 1974

1973

1974

1976
1974
1974
1976
1975
1976
1975
1975
1975
1974
1974

1976

Membership
'1'el'111 of

Office
c:t'pirrs on

31 lJ rcem bel'

UNITED NATIONS/FAO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE
THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME (continued)

Membership in 1973 (continued)
Term of

Members elected by Office
the Economic alld e:r/1ires 011

Social COlmcil 31 Drcember

Turkey .
United Kingdom

of G rea t
Britain and
Northern Ire
land ..... " .

Members clected by
the Ecoll011li:: Gnd

Social COllllcil

INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD

Members elected by the Economic and Social Council
for a three-year term. beginning 2 March 1971 8

Michel A. Attisso (Togo)
Nikolai K. Barcov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Fortunato Carranza (Peru)
P. di Mattei (Italy)
Marcel Granier-Doyeux (V~nezuela)

Sir Harry Greenfield (United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland)

Takanobu Itai (Japan)
Silkrli Kaymak~alan (Turkey)
E. S. Krishnamoorthy (India)
Paul Reuter (France)
Leon Steinig (United States of America)

Members elected by the Economic and Social Council
for a three-year term beginning 2 March 1974t

D. P. Anand (India)
Michel A. Attisso (Togo)
Nikolia K. Barcov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
Ross A. Chapman (Canada)
R. de la Fuenta Mufiiz Ramon (Mexico)
Slikrli Kaymak~alan (Turkey)
Sir Frederick Mason (United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northen Ireland)
Victorio V. Olguin (Argentina)
Martin R. Pollner (United States of America)
Paul Reuter (France)
Tsutomo Shimomura (Japan)

Chile .
Denmark .
Hungary .
Ireland .
Japan .
Malawi .
Norway .
Pakistan .
Sudan .
Togo .
Turkey .
United Kingdom

of Great
Britain and
Northern Ire-
Iland .

r The four remaining seats are to be filled by the FAO
Council in the autumn of 1973.

s E/SR.1677,
t E/SR.1856.
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1976
1976
1975
1975
1975
1974
1974
1974
1976

1975

1975
1974
1974
1974

19'14
1976
1976
1975
1975
1974
1975
1975
1975
1976
1974
1976
1975
1975
1974
1976
1974
1976
1976
1976
1974
1976
1975
1976
1974
1975
1974
1974

1975

Term of oDice
rxPires on

31 December
Membrrship

1974 d

Central A£rican Repub-
Hc .

Chad .
Chile .
Cuba .
Denmark .
Ecuador .
Ethiopia .
Finland .
France .
Germany, Federal Re-

public of .
Ghana .
Hungary .
India .
Iran .
Ir,aq .
Italy .
Jamaica .
Japan .
Kuwait .
Lebanon .
Lesotho .
Malaysia .
Morocco .
Netherlands .
New Zealand .
Nigeria .
Norway .
Pakistan .
Philippines .
Poland .
Somalia .
Sudan .
Sweden .
Switzerland .
Togo .
Trinidad and Tobago .
Turkey .
Union of Soviet So-

cialist Republics ....
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland ...

United States of
America .

Upper Volta .
Uruguay .
Yugoslavia .

GOVERNING COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (continued)

M elllbership
1973

Canada
Central African Re-

public
Chile
Cuba
Denmark
Ecuador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Germany, Federal Re-

public of
India
Indonesia
Iran
'Iraq
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Ubyan Arab Republic
Malaysia
Morocco
Netherlands
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Poland
Romania
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Turkey
Uganda
Union of Soviet So

cialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States of
America

UpperVolta
Uruguay
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia

UNITED NATIONS/FAO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME

Membership in 1973
Term of Term of

:Members elected by Office Members elected Office
the Economic and e:rpires 01J by the exPires OIl

Social COltllcil 31 December FAO Coltllcil 31 December

Australia ...... 1973 Argentina ..... 1975
Denmark •• I •• 1974 Canada ....... 1974
Hungary ...... 1974 France ....... 1973
Japan ......... 1975 Germany, Fed-
Kenya ........ 1973 eral Republic
Norway ....... 1975 of .......... 1973
Pakistan • • • • • I 1975 India ......... 1974
Peru .......... 1973 Indonesia • , •• I 1975
Sudan .. ...... 1975 Netherlands ... 1975
Togo ... .. .... 1974 New Zealand .. 1973
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Annex III

CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS FOR 1974*
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Dates

Early 1974

Place

New York

Economic and Social Council
programme

A

Meetings of
related bodies

B

Sixth Pledging Conference of
the World Food Programme

Clmferel~ces and meeti1~gs
of governing bodies

,'f specialized agencies
and IAEA

C

11
1

18
1

Fel
2

7, 9, 10 January New York

7-11 January New York

10-11 January New York

Economic and Social Council
(organizational session
(1974) )

Commission on the Status of
Women-Working Group

States Parties to the Interna
tional Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of
Racial Discrimination

11
1

Fet
1\
2

4-1:

14-22 January

14 January-
1 February

23 January-
1 February

28 January-
1 February

January

January
4 days

January
1 week

January
February
3 weeks

February

4-8 February

4-8 February

Geneva

New York

New York

New York

Geneva

Geneva

Geneva

New York

Berne

New York

New York

Commission on Human Rights:
Ad Hoc Working Group of
Expert.s established under
Commission resolution 2
(XXIII)

Commission on the Status of
Women (twenty-fifth session)

Commission on Human Rights:
Working Group on Model
Rules of Procedure estab
lished under Commission res
olution 14 (XXVII) (last
session)

Commission on Human Rights:
Ad Hoc Committee on Peri
odic Reports (special ses
sion)

Committee for Development
Planning: Working Group I

Committee on Non-Govern
mental Organizations

Joint Advisory Group of the
UNCTAD/GATr Interna
tional Trade Centre

UNCTAD-Permanent Group
on Synthetics and Substitutes
(sixth session)a

UNDP - Governing Council
(seventeenth session)

WHO - Executive Board
(fifty-third session)

UPU-Executive Council

11-:

4-8

111
1

25
5

25 J
1

Mal
A

18-2

9 A
1(

Apr

Apr

Apr
:M

AprJ
:M
2

13-2

",

*The Economic and Social Council programme, which the Council approved at its 1877th meeting, is shown in column A.
The probable dates of meetings of related bodies dealing with economic, social and human rights questions and of major
meetings of the specialized agencies are shown for information in columns Band C and are subject to revision. The calendar does
not list meetings of expert groups, seminars and intersecretariat bodies.

For the provisional calendar of conferences in 1975, see document E/5403.
a Subject to review by the Trade and Development Board late in 1973.
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Dates Place

Economic and Social Council
programme

A

Meetings of
related bodies

B

Conferellces and meetings
of governitlg bodies 0;

specialized agencies
and [AEA

C

4-15 March Geneva

4 February- New York
8 March

11-22 February New York

Population Commissi,on
(third special sesdon)

Commission on Human Rights
(thirtieth session)

Committee OD. Negotiations
with Intergov~)rnmentai Ag0n
cies

b To be confirmed by the Industrial Development Board.
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UNESCO Executive
Board (94th session)

ICAO-Council
(81st session)

ILO - Governing Body
(192nd session)

UNCTAD-Special Committee
on Preferences (sixth ses
sion)n

UNICEF- Executive Board:
Programm~ Committee and
Committee OH Administrative
Budget

UNCTAD--Working Group on
International Shipping Legis
lation (fourth session)a

Governing Council of the
United Nations Environ
ment Programme (second
session)

UNCTAD -Intergovernmental
Group on Transfer of Tech
nology (third session)a

Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination

UNIDO-Pcrmanent Committee
of the Industrial Develop
ment Board (fourth session)b

Intergovernmental Committee
of the World Food Pro
gramme

International Narcotics Con
trol Board

Commission on Narcotic Drugs
(special session)

Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination (fifteenth ses
sion)

Committee for Development
Planning (tenth session)

Group on the Impact of Multi
national Corporations on the
Development Process and on
International Relations

Committee on Science and
Technology for Develop
ment (second session)

Economic Commission for Asia
and the Far East (thirtieth
session)

Economic Commission for Eu
rope (twenty-ninth session)

Economic and Social Council
(fifty-sixth session)

Nairobi

Vienna

Geneva

Geneva

New York

Geneva

New York

Montreal

Geneva

New York

Geneva

Bucharest

New York

Geneva

Vienna

New York

Paris

Colombo

Rome

New York

13-31 May

April

Febmary
March
2 weeks

4-15 March

4-8 March

11 February
1 March

18 February
1 March

February
2 weeks

11-22 March
Tentative

April
May

April
May
2 weeks

13-24 May

18-29 April

11 March
11 April

25 March
5 April

25 March
12 April

March
April

11-29 March

9 April
10 May

April

:,....



Dates Place

22 May- Berne
4 July

27 May- Geneva
1 June

May Geneva

•

May

May

May
June
17 days

May
June

5-27 June

10-13 June

To be
determined

Geneva

Geneva

London

Geneva

Geneva

ECO'lOlIIic and Social CoUlIcil
programme

A

Statistical Commission-Work
ing Group on International
Statistical Programmes and
Co-ordination

Meetings of
related bodies

B

UNIDO-Industrial Develop
ment Board (eighth session)b

International N8Ircotics Control
Board

COllferellces alld mectillgs
of governing bodies of

specialized .'.l{}ellcies
atld [AEA

C

UPU-Congress
(17th session)

lLD-Governing Body
(193rd session)

WHO-World Health As
sembly (27th session)

WHO-Executive Board
(53rd session)

nu Administrative
Council

IMCO-CouncH
(32nd session)

lLD-International
Labour Conference
(59th session)

Dat

Au

3-1
t

23-

23 :
.:1

Sep
(

30
4

Fm

Fm
2

7-1:

10-28 June

June

10-28 June

1-2 July

3 July-
2 August

15-19 July

July-
1-2 weeks

22 July-
2 August

29 July-
16 August

5-23 August

19-30 August

20 August-
13 September

26 August-
6 September

Montreal

Addis Ababa Economic Commission for
Africa-Executive Committee

Geneva UNDP-Governing Council
(eighteenth session)

Geneva Joint Meetings of CPC and
ACC

Geneva Economic and Social Council
(fifty-seventh session)

New York Intergovernmental Oceanogra-
phic Commission: Working
Group on Oceanographic
Data Exchangec

Geneva UNCTAD-AdvIsory Commit-
tee to the Board and to the
Committee on Commoditiesa

New York Commission on Human Rights:
Sub-Commission on Preven
tion of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities:
Working Group on Com
munications

New York Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination

New York Commission on Human Rights:
SUb-Commission on Preven
tion of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities
(twenty-seventh session)

Bucharest World Population Conference,
1974

Geneva UNCTAD-Trade and Devel-
opment Board (fourteenth
session)n

New York Ad Hoc Advisory Group on
Youth (General Assembly
resolution 3022 (XXVII»

ICAO-Council
(82nd session)

21 (
1

Oct
1

Oct
1

Oct
l'

Oct
l'

NO'

NO'

NO'
1

NO'
r:
2

18 :r
1:

9-1::

Dee

Tol

c Although the Working Group is not part of the Economic and Social programme, the Secretary-General requested the
Council's authorization to convene this meeting in the light of the administrative and financial implications thereof. The United
Nations Secretariat is a member of the lntersecretariat Committee on Scientific Programmes relating to Oceanography (see
General Assembly resolution 2560 (XXIV) of 13 December 1969).
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-----------------------------------------
Conferences and meetings

of govenling bodies of
specialized agencies

and IAEA
C

UNESCO-Executive
Board (95th session)

IMF, IBRD, IDA, IFC
Board of Governors

Meetings of
related bodies

B

Intergovernmental Committee
of the World Food Pro
gramme

Committee of Experts on
Transport of Dangerous
Goods (Council resolution
1488 (XLVIII»

Statistical Commission (eight
eenth session)

Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and
Technology to Development

Economic Commission for
Africa-Technical Committee
of Experts

Third Meeting of Experts on
the United Nations Pro
gramme in Public Admin
istration

Committee for Development
Planning: Working Group IT

Committee on Crime Preven
tion and Control

Geneva,

Geneva

7-18 October

Economic and Social Council
programme

A

21 October-
1 November

Dates Place

August Addis Ababa

3-11 Septem- New York
berd

23-27 September Genev:a

23 September- Geneva
4 October

September. Paris
October

30 September- Washington
4 October

Fourth quarter Rome

Fourth quarter Geneva
2 weeks

October-
1 day

October
10 days

October
November

October
November

New York

Geneva

Paris

New York Economic and Social Council
(resumed fifty-seventh ses
sion)

UNDP/UNCDF Pledging Con
ference

.UNHCR-Executive Committee

UNESCO-Eighteenth
General Conference

October
November
28 days

4-15 November

November

Geneva

Geneva

London

International Narcotics Con
trol Board

ILO-Governing Body
(194th session)

IMCO-Council
(33rd session)

November Addis Ababa Economic Commission for
Africa-Executive Committee

Geneva

New YorkNovember
1 day

November
December
2 weeks

18 November
18 December

9-13 December

December

Montreal

New York

Vtienna

Committee for Development
Planning: Working Group III

UNIDO-Pledging Conference

UNCTAD-Committee on
Manufactures (seventh ses
sion)

UNIDO-Permanent Commit
tee of the Industrial Devel
opment Board (fifth session)

ICAO-Council
(83rd session)

To be determined Geneva and
elsewhere
in region

Commission on Narcotic Drugs:
Sub-Commission on Illicit
Drug Traffic and Related
Matters in the Near and
Middle East

d Proposed in Council resolution 1567 (L) to be held in 1975, but it is being scheduled in 1974 to enable the Meeting
of Experts to contribute to the mid-term review in accordance with Council resolution 1567 (L).
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UNCTAD-Committee OD
Tungsten

UNCTAD-Working Group on
Tungsten (ninth session)

UNCTAD-Permanent Sub-
Committee on Commodities

Economic mId Soetal COll1lcil
programme

Dates Place A

To be determined Geneva and Commission on Narcotic Drugs:
elsewhere Ad Hoc Committee for the
inl1'egion Far East Region

As required Geneva
1 week

To be determined Geneva or
1 week New York

If required Geneva
1 week

As required Geneva
up to 10 weeks

As required Geneva
up to 10 weeks

As required Geneva
up to 16 weeks

To be determined Vienna

To be determined Rome

To be determined Geneva

166

Meetings of
related bodies

B

UNCTAD-Commodity
ference

UNCTAD-Commodity
sultations

UNCTAD (working
study groups and
groups)

con-

con-

parties,
expert

Conferellces and meetings
of governing bodies of

specialized agencies
and IAEA

C

IAEA-General Con
ference (XVIII session)

FAO-Council
(63rd session)

WMO-Executive
Committee
(26th session)



...

(Jl P



..

HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLlCACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

16912-September 1973-4,800Price: $U.S. 6.00 (or equivalent in other currencies)

KAK nORY'H1Tb ~3AAH'1f1 OprAH~3ALJ.~U 05bEAUHEHHblX HALJ.UR

Las publicaciones de las Naciofl~~ Unidas estan en venta en Iibrerias y casas distribuidoras
en todas partes del mundo. Consul\e a su Iibrero 0 dirijase a: Naciones Unidas, Seccion de

Ventas, Nueva York 0 Ginebra.

I13Aamm OpraHII3a~lm 06'be)J,lIHeHHLIX Ha~llii ~[QiKHQ ItynllTL BKHlliKHLIX ~rara3Hm"x· n
areUTCTnax no Bcex paiiollar. ~mp·a. HanoAIITe cnpanKH 06 H3AaIIIISIX BnameM ItIllliKHOU
~rara3Hue mm nllmllTe no aApecy: OprauII3aI.\I1a OO'LeAllHelulblx Ha~llii, CeK~Im no
npOAaiKe B3~aHBii, HLIO·HopK BJIII ./ReHeBa.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATlt':)NS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sCint en vente dans les Iibrairies et les agences
depositaires du monde entier. Informe~·vous aupres de votre librairie ou adressez·vous c:
Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Geneve.

United Nations publir:ations may be obtained from bookstores and distributors throughout
the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales Section, New York

or Geneva.

Printed in U.S.A.

L!


	biton0001A04
	biton0001A06
	biton0001A07
	biton0001A08
	biton0001A09
	biton0001A10
	biton0001A11
	biton0001A12
	biton0001B01
	biton0001B02
	biton0001B03
	biton0001B04
	biton0001B05
	biton0001B06
	biton0001B07
	biton0001B08
	biton0001B09
	biton0001B10
	biton0001B11
	biton0001B12
	biton0001C01
	biton0001C02
	biton0001C03
	biton0001C04
	biton0001C05
	biton0001C06
	biton0001C07
	biton0001C08
	biton0001C09
	biton0001C10
	biton0001C11
	biton0001C12
	biton0001D01
	biton0001D02
	biton0001D03
	biton0001D04
	biton0001D05
	biton0001D06
	biton0001D07
	biton0001D08
	biton0001D09
	biton0001D10
	biton0001D11
	biton0001D12
	biton0001E01
	biton0001E02
	biton0001E03
	biton0001E04
	biton0001E05
	biton0001E06
	biton0001E07
	biton0001E08
	biton0001E09
	biton0001E10
	biton0001E11
	biton0003A04
	biton0003A05
	biton0003A06
	biton0003A07
	biton0003A08
	biton0003A09
	biton0003A10
	biton0003A11
	biton0003A12
	biton0003B01
	biton0003B02
	biton0003B03
	biton0003B04
	biton0003B05
	biton0003B06
	biton0003B07
	biton0003B08
	biton0003B09
	biton0003B10
	biton0003B11
	biton0003B12
	biton0003C01
	biton0003C02
	biton0003C03
	biton0003C04
	biton0003C05
	biton0003C06
	biton0003C07
	biton0003C08
	biton0003C09
	biton0003C10
	biton0003C11
	biton0003C12
	biton0003D01
	biton0003D02
	biton0003D03
	biton0003D04
	biton0003D05
	biton0003D06
	biton0003D07
	biton0003D08
	biton0003D09
	biton0003D10
	biton0003D11
	biton0003D12
	biton0003E01
	biton0003E02
	biton0003E03
	biton0003E04
	biton0003E05
	biton0003E06
	biton0003E07
	biton0003E08
	biton0003E09
	biton0003E10
	biton0003E11
	biton0004A04
	biton0004A05
	biton0004A06
	biton0004A07
	biton0004A08
	biton0004A09
	biton0004A10
	biton0004A11
	biton0004A12
	biton0004B01
	biton0004B02
	biton0004B03
	biton0004B04
	biton0004B05
	biton0004B06
	biton0004B07
	biton0004B08
	biton0004B09
	biton0004B10
	biton0004B11
	biton0004B12
	biton0004C01
	biton0004C02
	biton0004C03
	biton0004C04
	biton0004C05
	biton0004C06
	biton0004C07
	biton0004C08
	biton0004C09
	biton0004C10
	biton0004C11
	biton0004C12
	biton0004D01
	biton0004D02
	biton0004D03
	biton0004D04
	biton0004D05
	biton0004D06
	biton0004D07
	biton0004D08
	biton0004D09
	biton0004D10
	biton0004D11
	biton0004D12
	biton0004E01
	biton0004E02
	biton0004E03
	biton0004E04
	biton0004E05
	biton0004E06
	biton0004E07
	biton0004E08
	biton0004E09
	biton0004E10
	biton0004E11
	biton0005A04
	biton0005A05
	biton0005A06
	biton0005A07
	biton0005A08
	biton0005A09
	biton0005A10
	biton0005A11
	biton0005A12
	biton0005B01
	biton0005B05



