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INTRODUCTION

should be made of the proposal by the Director­
General of the World Health Organization that the
Economic and Social Council should review in depth,
each year, the activities of two or three agencies. I
am therefore pleased that this suggestion was incor­
porated in a resolution adopted by the Council. This
should enable the Council to carry out more meaning­
fully the co-ordinating role entrusted to it by the
Charter of the United Nations.

For a number of years the Council has been con­
cerned with the increasingly close link between science
and technology on the one hand and economic and
social development on the other, a:nd, with the advlce
of the Advisorv Committee on the Application of
Science and Technology to Development, the Council
has been able to make considerable progress in this
area. The developments of recent years have further
emphasized the importance of science and technology
in our affairs. We are all convinced that while they
are not a magic panacea, they are supremely important
and must play a leading role in achieving the goals
of the Second Deve!opment Decade.

An important st.ep forward has been the submission
of the Advisory Committee's World Plan of Action.
This report and the far-reaching ideas contained in it
deserve the closest study and attention by all elements
of the United Nations system as well as by national
governments, and I hope that at the fifty-second and
fifty-third sessions of the Council it will be possible,
as a result of the stlldies that will have taken place
by then, to consider it in depth and to reach specific
conclusions regarding its implementation.

The problem of supply and consumption of edible
protein is one with which the Council has been seized
for some time and one which is of vital importance
in the developing world from every point of view­
humanitarian, economic and social. The Council's con­
sideration of the report on the strategy statement pre­
pared by the Panel of Experts for the Secretary-General
will, I hope, help to advance the attack on the problem
being made by the United Nations family and by the
Council.

The problems of industrialization in developing
countries are very much in our minds and the Council
welcomes the extensive interest evidenced in this field
in bodies like the United Nations Industrial Develop­
ment Organization and the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, as well as among the spe­
cialized agencies and !AEA. The studies which have
been undertaken by these bodies and by the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development on the transfer of technology, on appro­
priate t~chnology and on industrial research in develop­
ing countries are all helping to establish a desirable
ferment of thought and action in this area. The Coun­
cil's resolution calling upon UNDP to give special
attention to requests in the field of industry is also
significant in this connexion.

xi
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The Economic and So~ial Council is at a stage of
its history which the future may well single out as an.
important turning-point. Only occasionally does an
institution have an opportunity to take stock of its
purposes and of its deeds and, as a result, to trace
more clearly and more responsively its aims for the
future and to bring about the reforms necessary for
the fulfilment of those aims. The Council is now in the
midst of such an endeavour. This process of self­
renewal is certainly a sign of vigour and of confidence
in the future. If it is a time for optimism, it is not
one for complacency. The fact that the fifty-first session
of the Council was sometimes marked by significant
differences of opinion is understandable, givep- !he
importance of ilie moment. We have now c~illpleted

one phase of a complex process. The Genera~ Assem­
bly will consider this matter at its forthcoming twenty­
sixth session. It is my fervent hope that goodwill anci
openmindedness will prevail so that we car. make
that extra effort in future discussions which wHf permic
all of us to move forward together.

The members of the Council must however redouble
their efforts not merely with respect to the quality of
the Council's work but more importantly with respect
to the manner in which they translate the decisions
of the Council into action. For it is how we give
meaning to reforms and to the Council's decisions
that will determine whether the Council will continue
as in the past or whether it will reach new heights in
its role in the development process.

The general debate at the fifty-first session brought
out quite clearly the serious concern. caused by the
marked slow-down in the world economy in 1970. The
deceleration in production, the slow expansion of
exports from developing countries and the stagnation
of the net flow of finances from developed countries
are major problems affecting the situation in devel­
oping countries. The mounting burden of external in­
debtedness also continues to pose serious problems for
developing countries. Thus the need for re-scheduling
debt repayme:\Its and for softening the terms by assis­
tance remains paramount. Furthermore, the inflationary
forces which know no natJonal boundaries have brought
about a crisis of confidence and disturbances which are
not limited to industrialized countries but also affect
developing countries. This situation of the world
economy requires, more than ever, dynamic national
and international measures applied in a sustained and
concerted manner. This is the supreme goal to which
the world community is committed through the Inter··
national Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade unanimously adopt~d by
the General Assembly last year.

I was gratified by the participation in the general
debate at the fifty-first session of the Heads of many
of the United Nations organizations. Their contribu­
tion was most useful to the discussion of the economic
and social situation in the world. Particular mention
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The Council had before it at its fifty-first session
a number of reports related to the sea touching upon
marine science, marine pollution and marine resources.
These are crucial matters whose importance for the
benefit of mankind cannot be over-estimated. Thzse
vital subjects, which are increasingly being dealt with
in many quarters, must be viewed in a co-ordinated
manner and I am therefore pleased that the Council,
in line with its responsibilities, decided to keep under
review the questions related to the sea.

It is certain that an outstanding feature of the
United Nations system is its operational activities. The
Council had before it the reports of the eleventh and
twelfth sessions of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Development Programme, which were
devoted to the implementation of the consensus approved
last year. The reorganization of UNDP on the basis of
country programming was met with overwhelming sup­
port, and there is broad optimism that the current diffi­
culties resulting from the transiti()llal phase through
which UNDP is going will result in. a stronger and more
effective organization. However, I also share the consid-

.erable anxiety that was expressed over the fact that the
financial resources .being made available to UNDP
have increased at a rate considerably lower than was
foreseen in the consensus. This is particularly dis­
appointing in the light of the needs of so many coun­
tries and their hope that the resources available to
UNDP would be doubled by the middle of the Second
United Nations Development Decade. I therefore
earnestly hope that the resolution adopted by the
Council on this matter will be promptly heeded. I
am also pleased to note the adoption of a resolution
on the United Nations Volunteers, whose establish­
ment the Council recommended to the General Assem­
bly last year. It is clear that additional financial support
is required to permit. the participation of Volunteers
from every corner of the globe, thereby making it
the tndy international endeavour that is the very basis
for its foundation. Another important measure in the
field of technical co-operation adopted by the Council
is that related to regional and subregional advisory
services.

The question of assistance in cases of natural
disaster is yet another challenge of international co­
operation with which the Economic and Social Council
c'ame to grips at its fifty-first session. Despite a long
tradition of bilateral aid from governmental and other
sources to countries struck by such disasters, it is only
in recent years, particularly in response to numerous
appeals for assistance from developing countries, that
the United Nations family has concretely manifested its
concern to establish arrangements for rapid relief and
reconstruction. It must be acknowledged that the
arrangements which the Secretary-General established
some .months ago, with the endorsement of the Council,
for th~ co-ordination of international assistance in
cases of natural disasters, have been very helpful in
providing a clearing-house for information and have
served to facilitate interagency consultation when
disasters strike. Even so, the world community, anxious
to assist, has felt an increasingly deep frustration at
the woeful inadequacy of international efforts at times of
disaster. Bearing these considerations in mind, the Coun­
cil can justifiably take credit for the adoption of its
resolution 1612. (LI), which is designed to meet the
need for a major strengthening of existing arrangements
within the United Nations system and for ensuring

xli

that international action in natural disasters and other
emergency situations shall m~~asure up satisfactorily to
the technical capacity and resources of modem societv.
In addition, the Council held a full discussion on
humanitarian assistance to refugees from East Pakistan
in India, and to the population in East Pakistan based
on statements made to the Council by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the
Assistant-Secrctary-General for Inter-Agency Affairs.

The past several years have brought into increasingly
sharp focus the fact that the major tasks which the
United Nations has embarked upon in the economic,
social and human rights fields-talsks that open to us
new and enormously challenging prospectives for the
welfare of mankind-cannot suc(,~eed without the in­
tensive and well co-ordinated dIorts of the entire
United Nations system. It is not surprising therefore
that serious consideration has recently been given by
the Economic and Social Council, and under its
authority the Committee for Programme and Co­
ordination, to the broad questions of interagency ma­
chinery and relationships at all levels. The very useful
discussions which have taken place in the Council
and the resolution which ensued have helped to dispel
potential misunderstandings and underline the central
role of the Economic and Social Council in the process
of decision-making and in the task of co-ordinating the
activities of the United Nations system. They have
also thrown light on the part which the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination can and should play in

.isisting the Council by providing the machinery
through which the preoccupations and decisions of aU
the competent legislative organs can be taken into
a;:..count in the basic preparatory work essential for the
effective discharge of the Council's functions.

II

In accordance with the decision taken at its 1779th
meeting! the Council decided to hear a statement from
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
in his capacity as the focal point for assistance to the
Pakistan refugees in India and devoted its 1783rd
meeting on 16 July 1971 to the matter. The High
Commissioner reported in detail on the problem of the
humanitarian needs of the refugees from East Pakistan
and the re3ponse from the United Nations system to
alleviate the situation. At my invitation, the Assistant
Secretary-General for Inter-Agency Affairs informed
the Council at the same meeting of the efforts of the
Secretary-General and the United Nations system to
provide humanitarian assistance to East Pakistan. Most
representatives took part in the full and comprehensive
discussion, which is reflected'in the summary record of
the 1783rd meeting.2

At the conclusion of the debate, I made the follow­
ing statement:

"We have heard the comprehensive Istatement of
the High Commissioner for Refugees and the views
of Member States. I wish to convey to the High
Commissioner the deep appreciation of this Council
for the vigorous and efficient way in which he is
co-ordinating, as the focal point of the United Na­
tions system, the multilateral programme of humani­
tarian assistance to these unfortunate refugees.

1 E/SR.1779.
2 E/SR.1783.
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to ensure the welfare, rehabilitation and repatriation
of the refugees.

"The Assistant Secretary-General for Inter-Agency
Affairs has made a review of the efforts of the
United Nations system to provide humanitarian re­
lief assistance to East Pakistan. He has explained
the background and modalities of the current opera­
tion, and has made a succinct but comprehensive
assessment of the food, transportation and health
conditions prevailing in East Pakistan-and also of
the assistance required to meet existing problems.
Due note has been taken of the fact that a report is
being issued today containing full details of the
humanitarian relief work of the United Nations fam­
ily of organizations in East Pakistan.

"We appreciate the deep concern expressed by the
Secretary-General in his appeal of 16 June, and
which he has renewed today. We are touched by his
humanitarian determination to bring urgently needed
relief for the plight of the people of East Pakistan.
We share his preoccupation. We hope that Govern­
ments, organizations and private donors will join in
a concerted endeavour-on behalf of the peoples of
the United Nations-to alleviate the suffering which
has befallen the population of East Pakistan. This is
an opportunity to prove the validity of the basic
tenets and purposes of world solidarity and co-opera­
tion embodied in the Charter."

Geneva, July 1971

xiii

"Seldom has the international community been
confronted with a refugee problem of such gigantic
proportions. Seldom have the possible consequences
been so grave. In this situation, I know I express
the feeling of the Council in conveying to the High
Commissioner our profound concern and sincere
support.

"But good wishes are not enough. It is quite ap­
parent from what we have heard that the needs of
the refugees are immense. The burden shouldered
by the Indian authorities, both governmental and
non-governmental, must be matched by massive in­
ternational assistance from abroad. This is the re­
sponsibility which Governments throughout the world
must accept.

"We are all agreed that voluntary repatriation of
the refugees is the best and, indeed~ the only solution
to this grave problem. The sooner this can be
brought about the better. A climate of confidence is
necessary to ensure that the flow of refugees is
stopped and their voluntary repatriation secured.
This can only be achieved if all concerned show the
requisite spirit of co-operation and understanding.
In this context we welcome the appeals addressed by
the President of Pakistan for the return of the refu­
gees. We would earnestly hope that this objective,
which we all desire, will be mpidly attained under
the best possible conditions.

"Until this comes about, the lives of millions will
depend upon the massive humanitarian response of
us all. I cannot overemphasize the duty of the inter­
national community when faced by this problem of
unprecedented magnitude. To the High Commis­
sioner and to his colleagues, the Executive Heads of
the other concerned programmes and agencies of the
United Nations system, we should like to convey our
appreciation and commendation of their endeavours
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Chapter I

ORGANIZATION OF THE FIFTIETH AND FIFrY.FffiST SESSIONS

]

J

United States of America; and 6 (c) (United Nations
Conference for the Adoption of a Protocol on Psycho­
tropic Substances) proposed by the Secretary-General
-were included in the agenda without objection. A
third item, Accession of the Republic of Korea to the
Convention on Road Traffic of 19 September 1949,
proposed by the Secretary-General, was included by a
vote of 18 to 5, with 4 abstentions. At the 1744th
meeting, also at the fiftieth session, the Council agreed,
on the proposal of the representatives of Ghana and
Norway, under rule 17 of the rules of procedure, to
include an additional item, Emergency assistance to
Palestine refugees.

5. This report covers the work of the Council's
fiftieth and fifty-first sessions. It will be supplemented
by an addendum covering the work of the resumed
fifty-fist session to be held later in 1971. The
resolutions and decisions adopted are issued in
separate volumes as supplements to the Official
Records of the Economic and Social Council. The
summary records of the meetings of the Council are
also issued as part of the Official Records of the Coun­
cil. The summary records of the Social Committee at
the fiftieth session are contained in documents ElAC.71
SR.648-680. The summary records of the Economic
Committee at the fifty-first session are contained in
documents ElAC.6/SR.523-539, and those of the
Co-ordination Committee at the fifty-first session in
documents ElAC.24/SR.412-433.

1. The Council held the organizational meetings of
its fiftieth session from 11 to 13 January and
its fiftieth session from 26 April to 21 May 1971 at
United Nations Headquarters. It held its fifty··first ses­
sion at the Office of the United Nations at Geneva
fro:a 5 to 30 July 1971.

2. At the opening meeting of the organizational
meetings1 the Council elected Mr. Rachid Driss (Tuni­
sia) President for 1971; and Mr. Joao Augusto de
Araujo Castro (Brazil), Mr. Costa Caranicas (Greece)
and Mr. Karoly Szarka (Hungary) Vice-Presidents.
At the 1773td meeting,2 the Council elected Mr. Sergio
Armando Frazao (Brazil) Vice-President to replace Mr.
Castro, who had resigned because of his transfer to other
duties. Mr. Szarka served as Chairman of the Social
COll11l1ittee at the fiftieth session. Mr. Frazao served
as Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee and Mr.
Caranicas as Chairman of the Economic Committee at
the fifty-first session.

3. The agendas adopted by the Council for the organ­
izational meetings of its fiftieth session, its fiftieth ses­
sion and its fifty-first session are reproduced in annex I.

4. At its 1738th meeting,S at the fiftieth session, two
additional subitems - 6 (a) (Proposal to convene a
Plenipotentiary Conferenr:e to Amend the Single Con­
vention on Narcotic ~rugs, 1961) proposed by the

1 E/SR.1733.
2 E/SR.1773.
S E/SR.1738.
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Chapter I1

ISSUES REQUIRING ACTION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

6. The Council at its fiftieth and fifty-first sessions
adopted a number of resolutions and decisions which
81ppear to require either (A) that action be taken by
the General Assembly or (B) that they be brought
specifically to the attention of the General Assembly.
The resolutions a.'l1d decisions in these two categories
are listed below under the relevant chapter or section
headings of this report.

MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE WORK OF
THE COUNCIL (chapter IV)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

(1) In resolution 1621 A (LI), the Council recom­
mended the General Assembly to take all necessary steps
to amend the Charter to ensure an early enlargement of
the Council to 54 members, decided to enlarge, in the
interim period, the membership of its sessional com­
mittees to 54 members and requested the General
Assembly to elect 27 States Members to serve on them.
(See paragraph 54 below.)

(2) In resolution 1622 (LI), the Council recom­
mended a draft resolution for adoption by the General
Assembly on procedures for the consideration of eco­
nomic and social, scientific and technical questions
at the sessions of the General Assembly and
of the Economic and Social Council. (See paragraph 55
below.)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1623 (LI), the Council decided

to reorganize its report to the General Assembly and
took a number of other decisions on the organization
of its work, on its agenda, on the nature, scope and
form of documentation submitted to it, and on the
participation of Member States which are not members
of the Council in its deliberations. (See paragraphs 56
to 59 below.)

(2) In resolution 1624 (LI), the Council took a
number of decisions with a view to ensuring the timely
and simultaneous distribution of documents in the
working languages. (See paragraph 60 below.)

REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF THE OBJECTIVES AND POL­
ICIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRA­
TEGY FOR THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVELOP­
MENT DECADE: SYSTEM OF OVER-ALL AllPRAISAL OF
PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING THE STRATEGY (chapter
V)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action by
the General Assembly

At its 1799th meeting the Council made a recom­
mendation to the General Assembly in respect of the
report (E/5040) on this subject submitted by the

2

Secretary~General in response to General Assembly
resolution 1641 (XXV). (See paragraph 102 below.)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1621 C (LI), the Council decided

to establish a Committee on Review and Appraisal to
"enable the Council to discharge the responsibilities
entrusted to it by the General Assembly."(See para­
graph 100 below.)

(2) In resolution 1625 (LI), the Council assigned
to the C?mmittee for Development Planning the task
of preparmg comments and recommendations that could
help the Council in discharging its responsibility to the
General Assembly relating to the biennial over-all
appraisal. (See paragraph 103 below.)

(3) In resolution 1626 (LI), the Council made a
request to the Secretary-General and the organizations
in the United Nations system on the review and
appraisal of the progress in the application of science
and technology to development during the Second
Development Decade. (See paragraph 105 below.)

IDENTIFICATION OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED AMONG
'rUE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (chapter VI)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

In resolution 1628 (XLI), the Council requested
the General Assembly to take a decision at its twenty­
sixth session concerning an agreed list of fhe least
developed among the developing countries. (Sce para­
graph 119 below.)

THE SEA (chapter VII, section B)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

At its 1799th meeting the Council decided to transmit
to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session
for further consideration the report of the Secretary­
General on the prevention and control of marine pol­
lution (B/S003) called for by the General Assembly
in its resolution 2566 (XXIV). (See paragraph 157
below.) .

B. Other resolutions and decisions
In resolution 1641 (LI), the Council, recalling Gen­

eral Assembly resolution 2414 (XXIII), made a num­
ber of recommendations concerning the United Nations
programme of education and training in the field of
marine mineral resources and related issues. (See par­
agraph 156 below.)

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
(chapter VIII, section A)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1613 (LI), the Council took note

of the reports of the Governing Council of the United
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Nations Development Programme at its eleventh and
twelfth sessions. (See paragraph 213 below.)

(2) In resolution 1615 (LI), the Council requested
the Governing Council of the United Nations Develop­
ment Programme to review the planning estimates on
which the indicative planning figures as approved by
it were based in order to attain the goal of doubling the
resources of the Programme during the next five years.
(See paragraph 214 below.)

(3) In resolution 1616 (LI), the Council took a
decision with regard to the implementation of the special
natural resources advisory services and on the proposal
of the Governing Council of the United Nations Devel­
opment Programme for a joint study by the Secretary­
General and the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme of short-term special advisory
services in other fields or of various separate advisory
services. (See paragraph 215 below.)

(4) In resolution 1617 (LI), the Council took a
decision on projects in the field of industrial develop­
ment. (See paragraph 216 below.)

UNITED NATIONS VOLUNTEERS PROGRAMME

(chapter VIII, section D)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1614 (LI), the Council took note

of the report of the Secretary-General on the United
Nations Volunteers programme (E/5028) and transmit­
ted it to the General Assembly. (See paragraph 232
below.)

(2) In resolution 1618 (LI), the Council requested
the co-ordination of all volunteer activities within the
United Nations-assisted projects and urged Govern­
ments, international organizations and voluntary agen­
cies to contribute to the Special Fund for United Naticns
Volunteers. (See paragraph 233 below.)

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS FAO INTERGOVERN­
MENTAL COMMITTEE OF THE WORLD FOOD PRO-
GRAMME (chapter VIII, section E) .

B. Other resolutions and decisions
At its 1799th meeting, the Council took note of the

ninth annual report of the United Nations/FAO Inter­
governmental Committee of the World Food Pro­
gramme (E/5022), and deferred to its resumed fifty­
first session the adoption of a resolution on the
pledging target for the World Food Programme for the
period 1973-1974. (See paragraph 237 below.)

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNITED
NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND (chapter VIII, section F)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
In resolution 1619 (LI) the Council endorsed the

policies of the United Nations Children's Fund and
appealed for increased contributions to the Fund. (See
paragraph 259 below.)

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT

(chapter X, section A)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
In resolution 1567 (L), the Council adopted a num­

ber of decisions with respect to the Secretary-General's

3

proposed objectives and programmes in public admin­
istration for the Second United Nations Development
Decade and his proposed work programme for the
Public Administration Division for the period 1971..
1975 on the basis of the recommendations made by
the second meeting of experts of the United Nations
programme in public administration. (See paragraph
301 below.)

OUTFLOW OF TRAINED PERSONNEL FROM THE DEVEL­
OPING TO THE DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (chapter X,
section C)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
In resolution 1573 (L), the Council took note of

the Secretary-General's repor ,E/4820 and Add. 1 and
Add. 1/Corr.1) on the outfio\y' of trained personnel from
the developing to the developed countries prepared
in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 2417
(XXIII) and made a number of recommendations on
that subject. (See paragraph 333 below.)

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN
ENVIRONMENT (chapter XI)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
At its 1785th meeting, the Council took note of the

report of the Preparatory Committee for the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment on its
second session and decided to transmit the summary
records of the Co-ordination Committee's discussion
on the item to the General Assembly. (See paragraph
355 below.)

QUESTIONS RELATING TO SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

(chapter XIII)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action by
the General Assembly

In resolution 1638 (LI), the Council inter alia
recommended that the General Assembly defer any in­
depth consideration of the World Plan of Action for
the Application of Science and Technology to Develop­
ment until its twenty-seventh session. (See paragraph
385 below.)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1571 (L), the Council took note

of the report of the Secretary..;General on the applica­
tiou of computer technology to development prepared
in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 2458
(XXIII) and inter aUa requested the Secretary-General
to prepare a further report on the subject, taking into
account the discussion of the present report in the
Council and the General Assembly. (See paragraph 406
below.)

(2) In resolution 1621 B (LI) , the Council decided
to establish a Standing Committee to provide policy
guidance and make recommendations on matters relat­
ing to the application of science and technology to devel­
opment and to report to the General Assembly, through
the Council, and decided further to maintain the Advi­
sory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development. (See paragraph 379
below.)

(3) In resolution 1639 (LI), the Council requested
the Secretary-General to keep the Council and the Gen-
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eral Assembly regularly informed of the progress of
the preparatory work on the role of modern science
and technology in the development of nations and the
need to strengthen economic and technico-~cientific

co-operation among States, requested by the General
Assembly in resolution 2658 (XXV). (See paragraph
391 below.)

(4) In resolution 1640 (LI), the Council com­
mended the Secretary-Genera! for his report on edible
protein (E/S018 and Corr.l) and the strategy state­
ment of the high-level panel of independent experts
prepared in pursuance of General Assembly resolution
2684 (XXV) and made a number of other recommen­
dations with regard to edible protein. (See paragraph
399 below.)

REGIONAL CO-OPERATION (chapter XIII)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

(1) In resolution 1601 (LI), the Council rec­
ommended to the General Assembly that it Clecide
to establish a separate section in the United Nations
regular budget to make provision for a unified system
of regional and sub-regional advisory services and
transfer to that section the existing regional advisory
services at present in part V and further recommended
that the existing section 13 of part V of the budget be
maintained for 1972 at its current level. (See para­
graph 463 below.)

(2) At its 1785th meeting, the Council transmitted
the note by the Secretary-General on the question of
the representation of Angola, Guinea (Bissau) and
Mozambique in the Economic Commission for Africa
(E/5051) to the General Ass,7imbly for appropriate
action at its twenty-sixth session. (See paragraph 473
below.)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1600 (LI), the Council decided

on the admission of the Swiss Confederation to the
Economic Commission for Europe (see paragraph 462
below); in resolution 1603 (LI), the Council approved
the recommendation of the Economic Commission for
Asia and the Far East that the British Solomon Islands
Protectorate be admitted as an associate member of
the Commission (see paragraph 465 below); in resolu­
tion 1604 (LI)) the Council approved the recommenda­
tion of the Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East to admit the Kingdom. of Tonga as a member
of the Commission (see paragraph 466 below); in
resolution 1605 (LI), the Council approved the rec­
ommendation of the Economic Commission for Asia
and the Far East to ~'tdmit the Republic of Nauru as
a member of the Commission (see paragraph 467
below).

(2) In resolution 1610 (LI), the Council, after
having considered, as recommended in General As­
sembly resolution 2686 (XXV), the question of re­
naming the regional economic commissions, decided to
retain their present names. (See paragraph 472 below.)

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT (chapter XIV)

B. Other resolutions and decislons
(1) In resolution 1634 (LI), the Council took note

of the report of the Industrial Development Board on
its fifth session and transmitted it, together with

the comments of delegations, to the General Assembly.
(See paragraph 500 below.)

(2) In resolution 1635 (LI), the Council took note
of the report of the Special International Conference
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organi­
zation and transmitted it, together with the comments
of delegations, to the General Assembly. (See paragraph
509 below.)

(3) At its 1799th meeting the Council took note
of the repor,t of the Secretary-General on the role of
the United Nations in training national technical per­
sonnel for the accelerated industrialization of the de­
veloping countries, prepared in pursuance to General
Assembly resolution 2528 (XXIV). (See paragraph
512 below.)

WORLD SOCIAL SITUATION (chapter XV, section A)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
In resolution. 1581 (L), the Council decided to con­

sider the question of achieving far-reaching social and
economic changes for the purposes of social progress
at its fifty-second or fifty-third session, endorsed the
conclusions of the 1970 Report on the World Social
Situation and took a number of other decisions on this
matter. (See paragraphs 543 and 544 below.)

CRIMINALITY AND SOCIAL CHANGE

(chapter XV, section D)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

In resolution 1584 (L), the Council requested the
Secretary-General to include in the provisional agenda
of the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly an
item entitled "Criminality and social change" to enable
the General Assembly to consider fully the situation
arising from increasing criminality and such measures
as might be necessarJ to deal with it. (See paragraph
562 below.) -

DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF MENTALLY
RETARDED PERSONS (chapter XV, section E)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

In resolution 1585 (L), the Council decided to
transmit the text of a draft declaration to the General
Assembly for adoption at its twenty-sixth session.
(See paragraph 566 below.)

HUMAN RIGHTS (chapter XVII)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

The protection oj journalists engaged in dangerous
missions

In resolution 1597 (L) , the Council decided to
transmit to the General Assembly the preliminary
draft international convention on this subject. (See
paragraph 613 below.)

Racial discrimination in the political, economic, social
and cultural spheres

In resolution 1588 (L), the Council recommended a
number of actions by the General Assembly to combat
racial discrimination in the political, economic, social
and cultural spheres. (See paragraph 617 below.)
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Policies of apartheid and racial discrimination

In resolution 1591 (L) the Council urged the Gen­
eral Assembly to provide funds on the scale required
to combat effectively the propaganda undertaken by
the Government of South Africa, by which that Gov­
ernment sought to defend and justify the policy of
apartheid. (See paragraph 621 below.)

Implementation of United Nations resolutions relating
to the right of peoples under colonial and alien
domination to self-determination

In resolution 1592 (L), the Council recommended
to the General Assembly the adoption of a draft
resolution on this subject. (See paragraph 624 below.)

Danger of a revival of nazism and racial intolerance

In resolution 1590 (L), the Council recommended
to the General Assembly the adoption of a draft
resolution on this subject. (See paragraph 627 below.)

Allegations regarding infringements of trade union rights

In resolution 1599 (L), the Council requested the
Secretary-General to transmit that resolution and the
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on
this subject (E/4953) to the General Assembly. (See
paragraph 659 below.)

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER

FOR REFUGEES (chapter XVIII, section B)

B. Other resolutions and decisions

At its 1799th meeting, the Council decided to trans­
mit the annual report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees to the General Assembly.
(See paragraph 674 below.)

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT (chapter XVIII, section C)

B. Other resolutions and decisions

In resolution 1574 (L), the Council, after examining
the report on capital punishment submitted by the
Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph 3 of
General Assembly resolution 2393 (XXIII), inter alia,
invited Member States which had not yet done so to
inform the Secretary-General of their attitude to pos­
sible further restriction of the use of the death penalty
or to its total abolition, by providing the information
requested in paragraph 2 of resolution 2393 (XXIII).
(See paragraph 683 below.)

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO PALESTINE REFUGEES

(chapter XVIII, section:')

B. Other resolutions and decisions

In resolution 1565 (LI), the Council requested all
organizations of the United Nations system to include
in their annual reports information on their possible
present and future assistance to the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East and on their activities that benefited
the Palestine refugees. (See paragraph 690 below.)

5

ASSISTANCE IN CASES OF NA'!URAL DISASTERS

(chapter XIX)

A. Resolutions and decisions requiring action
by the General Assembly

In resolution 1612 (LI), the Council recommended
that the General Assembly endorse the proposals and
recommendations concerning assistance in cases of
natural disaster and other emergency situations con­
tained in that resolution. (See paragraph 709 below.)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
In resolution 1611 (LI), the Council inter alia r.e­

quested the Secretary-General to ask members of the
United Nations system to aid the Governments of
Colombia and Chile in their reconstruction work follow­
i!J.g the natural disasters in those countries. (See para­
graph 708 below.)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE
GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL COUN­
TRIES AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
AND THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED
WITH THE UNITED NATIONS (chapter XX)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
At its 1792nd meeting, the Council decided to post­

pone its consideration of this question until its resumed
fifty-first session. (See paragraph 711 below. )

CO-ORDINATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
AND RELATIONS WITH NON-UNITED NATIONS INTER­
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (chapter XXI)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
(1) In resolution 1642 (LI), the Council, inter alia,

instructed the Committee for Programme and Co­
ordination to recommend, for the Council's approval
at its spring session, the choice of two or three reports
of the specialized agencies which the Council might
appropriately study in depth. (See paragraph 719
below.)

(2) In resolution 1643 (LI), the Council made a
number of recommendations concerning the Administra­
tive Committee on Co-ordination and its role in assist­
ing the Council in fulfilling its task of co-ordinating
the activities of the United Nations system in the
economic, social and related fields. (See paragraph 730
below.)

(3) In resolution 1645 (LI), the Council took note
with appreciation of the special report of the Adminis­
trative Committee on Co-ordination on the implica­
tions of the green revolution and made a number of
recommendations on this subject. (See paragraph 746
below.)

(4) In resolution 1646 (LI), the Council welcomed
the new format of the annual report of the Administra­
tive Committee on Co-ordination on expenditures of
the United Nations system in relation to programmes
and made recommendations on this subject. (See
paragraph 747 below.)

(5) In resolution 1644 (LI), the Council made a
number of recommendations regarding the format and
content of future reports of the Secretary-General on
work programme performance. (See paragraph 731
below.)



(6) At its l769dt meeting, the Council approved
procedures in respect of the Council's relations with
non-United Nations intergovernmental organizations.
(See paragraph 750 below.)

REPORTS OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT

(chapter XXII)

B. Other resolutions and decisions
At its 1799th meeting, the Council took note with

appreciation of the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit

which were before it and drew the attention of all con­
cerned to the comments of the Committee for Pro­
gramme and Co-ordination at its eighth and ninth
sessions. (See paragraph 765 below.)

ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER QUESTIONS

(chapter XXIV)
B. Other resolutions and decisions

At its 1799th meeting, the Council approved the
calendar of conferences for 1972. (See paragraph 787
below.)
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Chapter III

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICY

•

D I

7. The Council considered item 2 of the agenda
of its fifty-first session (General discussion of inter­
national economic and social policy) at its 1774th to
1782nd, 1791st, 1793rd and 1799th meetings.1 It had
before it the World Economic Survey, 1969-1970,
comprising the Secretariat study entitled The Devdop­
ing Countries in the 19608: the Problem of Appraising
Progress (B/4942),2 the report of the Secretary-Gen­
eral entitled "Review of the salient features ~f the
world economy, 1970-1971" (E/5036 and Add.1-3),
a summary (E/5007) of the Economic Survey of
Europe, 1970, a summary (E/5016) of the Economic
Survey of Asia and the Far East, 1970, a summary
(E/5009) of the Economic Survey of Latin America,
1970, a summary (E/5004) of Economic Conditions in
Africa, 1970, a summary (B/S010) of Studies on
Selected Development Problems~in Various Countries
in the Middle East, 1971, a I blDmary (E/5005) of
the 1970 Report on the World ()'ocial Situation, related
portions of the report of the Commission for Social
Development (E/4984)3 and a statement by the
Catholic International Union for Social Service, a non­
governmental organization in category II consultative
status (E/C.2/726).

8. The Secretary-General, in a statement read to
the Council by the Under-Secretary-General for Eco­
nomic and Social Affairs, declared that among the
accomplishments to which the Economic and Social
Council had contributed, the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade stood out as a particularly notable event. Only
a year earlier few people had believed that a global
development strategy for the 1970s could be agreed
upon by the many diverse interests existing in the
world. The dedication of Governments to the funda­
mental purposes stated in the United Nations Charter
aud the indefatigable efforts they had put forth in
preparations and negotiations for the Strategy had con­
founded the sceptics. The tasks of translating the
global strategy into prfictice would now require even
more determination and understanding and greater
good will than the original formulation and the agree­
ment which had brought it in.to being.

9. The Council could neither vacillate on the road
of performance nor be content with conservative and
half-hearted objectives. It might be necessary to
challenge and even reject some of the established
patterns of thought and policies. If the existing
mechanisms, methods and flows of international trade
and aid did not permit a rapidly rising level of economic
and social development for an, that could not be
accepted as a mere fact of life. One of the functions
of the review and appraisal foreseen under the Strategy

1 E/SR.1774-1782, 1791, 1793, 1799.
2 United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.71.II.C.1.
3 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fif·

tieth Session, Supplement No. 3.
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would be to bring about the necessary changes in tne
patterns of international economic relations.

10. The Secretary-General appealed to Govern­
ments and peoples of the developed and developing
countries alike to join in the great endeavour of the
Second United Nations Development Decade. He made
the appeal~ not only because there was a moral and
formal international obligation which must be fulfilled,
but because the Strategy was in the interests of peace,
and therefore of all peoples.

11. The Secretary-General stressed the need for
redressing the distorted priorities prevailing in the
world. In the past year alone some $204,000 million
had been spent on armaments. People everywhere were
increasingly conscious of such wasteful distortions of
priorities and of the widening gap between national
objectives and the. common goals of humanity. The time
had come fOl forming a new great alliance of all con­
cerned peoples against the common enemies of human
poverty, injustice, moral and physical misery, and the
rapid deterioration of the earth's beauty and life­
sustaining elements.

12. Members of the Coun.cil expressed concern that
there had been a marked slowdown in the world
economy in 1970 and that the slackening in the pace
of activity had been fairly general, affecting most
regions, and agriculture as well as industry. However,
althOUgh the over-all activity in developing countries
had not expanded in 1970 at as promising a rate as
in the preceding two years, it had increased by about
5 per cent, and the gain in 1970 just about equalled the
average for the d~veloping countries during the 1960s.
On the other hand, despite that increase in the over-all
rate of growth, the economic and social ailments of
developing countries had continued to be vast. Rapid
population growth, rampant unemployment, haphazard
urbanization and inadequate social amenities still
loomed large in most developing countries. The growth
of production needed to be linked with social problems.
Harmonious economic advancement required support­
ing measures to improve education, health and the
general well-being of the mass of the people.

13. Several representatives commented upon the
widespread appearance in 1970 and 1971 of in­
flationary pressures. Inflationary impulses had tended
to travel rapidly from one country to another, and had
brought in their wake large movements of short-term
capital and disturbances in. foreign exchange rates. The
uncontrolled competition among the various social
groups to obtain a larger share of national income for
themselves was sparking cost inflation. Continued in­
flation and instability of exchange rates would distort
investment decisions and increase uncertainty about
the future, thereby jeopardizing economic growth and
social justice; they might also encourage protectionist
trade policies and make it difficult to maintain a



desirable flow of official economic assistance to de­
veloping countries. Inflation in developed countries also
tended to raise the prices of the development goods im­
ported from them by developing countries, which was
likely to give an additional set-back to the development
process. Industrially advanced countries, therefore,
needed to adopt suitable policies for achieving an
orderly economic expansion, which was vital not only
for their own benefit but also for the progress of
developing countries by virtue of the critical links of
international trade and finance.

14. While the continued vigour shown by interna­
tional trade in 1970 was considered an encouraging
feature of the world economy, it was noted that the
exports of developing countries had not ;(xpanded as
rapidly as the exports of the rest of the world, and
the share of those countries in total world trade had
declined still further. It was emphasized by many
representatives that much remained to be done to
lower the barriers in the developed countries against
the goods exported by developing countries. The im­
plementation by a number of developed countries of
the generalized scheme of preferences for the products
of developing countries was widely welcomed. Some
representatives felt, however, that the scheme covered
too restricted a range of products and that it should
be enlarged to include primary commodities, which
constitpted the main source of foreign exchange earn­
ings for most developing countries. The need for new
measures to stabilize prices of primary commodities
was also mentioned. The importance of appropriate
measures by developing countries to expand trade and
economic co-operation among themselves was also
stressed.

15. The possible enlargement of the European
Economic Community also received attention during
the discussion. Several representatives emphasized that
the Community should follow outward-looking policies
which would ensure that the exports of developing cmID­
tries should not be jeopardized. The need for expanding
trade among countries with different economic and
social systems was also mentioned.

16. Many representatives noted with concern that,
in relation to gross national product, the Det flow of
development finance from developed countries had been
stagnant, while the continued burden of external in­
debtedness had continued to pose serious })roblem~ for
developing countries. Improven..ent was needed in both
the quantity and the quality of economic assistance
provided to developing countries. The special role of
official assistance was emphasized. One representative
expressed the belief that if the major developed coun­
tries wrote the basic principles of foreign aid policy into
their national legislation, that would give developing
countries a valuable indication of the future prospects
of foreign aid and would help them to plan their own
development. Several representatives strongly endorsed
the Secretary-General's appeal for the diversion of
wasteful expenditure on armaments to the constructive
tasks of development.

17. The activities of multinational corporations also
figured in the discussion. It was pointed out by some
representatives that such corporations helped to expand
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production, technical knowledge and management skills
in developing countries. Some other representatives drew
attention to the conflicts that could arise as a result
of operations of foreign private capital. It was empha­
sized that foreign private capital should be directed to
activities that were in harmony with national economic
objectives.

18. Members of the Council agreed that the world
social situation presented a disGouraging picture. It was
no longer possible to view development as a purely
economic phenomenon; it must be linked with the
solution of social problems. Freedom not only from
want but also from disease and ignorance was funda­
mental. Integrated planning was necessary if tha ultimate
objective of improving the well-being of the individual
and bringing benefits to all was to be attained. The
problem of development was a problem of justice, which
was an essential element of the concept of quality of
life.

19. The view was expressed that although social
objectives were difficult to quantify, even rough figures
would be helpful, for the absence of a social policy,
particularly an employment policy, would in the end
destroy the economic foundations of international co­
operation.

20. It was pointed out that the scope for collective
action by the international community was often more
limited in the case ot social problems than in that of
economic problems. There was an urgent need for re­
search to be underta1. (1 by the United Nations system
in the field of measurements of social development. The
lack of knowledge in that area had no doubt contributed
to the difficulties of promoting multisectoral projects.
In that context, reference was made to the project on
the "unified approach" undertaken by the United
Nations Research Institute for Social Development,4
which might shed some light on the problem of in­
tegrated development.

21. The representative of Kenya, on behalf also of
Indonesia, Jamaica and Malaysia, introduced a draft
resolution (B/L.1432) on the intemational monetary
situation. The draft resolution as revised by the spon­
sors, who were joined by Greece and the Sudan
(E/L.1432/Rev.1 ), was adopted by 25 votes to none,
with 2 abstentiom;.

22. In resolution 1627 (Ll), the Council (1)
called upon States Members of the United Nations
and members of ~e specialized agencies, individually
and collectively, to take positive and co-ordinated fiscal.
and monetary measures to remedy such imbalance as
might exist or from time to time occur within the
international monetary system, and to improve the
working of that system; and (2) invited the inter­
national Monetary Fund to accord the highest priority
to seeking long-term improvements of a kind which
would be of benefit to developed and developing
countries alike, and in that connexion to consult with
and seek, in accordance with established procedures,
the co-operation of the Secretariat of the United Na­
tions, the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and other appropriate organizations.

41bid" para. 214.
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Chapter IV

MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK.
OF THE COUNCIL

•

, '.

•

23, The Council considered the question of mea­
sures to improve the organization of the work of the
Council at the organizational meetings of the fiftieth
SPossion (agenda item 5), at its 1734th to 1737th
meetings;l at the fiftieth session (agenda item 16) at
its 1738th, 1739th, 1743rd, 1745th, 1761st, 1765th,
1768th and 1772nd meetings;2 and at the fifty-first ses­
sion (agenda item 17) at its 1775th, 1777th, 1779th,
1781st, 1784th, 1789th, 1794th to 1799th meetings.3

24. At the organizational meet.ings, the President
of the Council for 1970, introducing his note of 31
December 1970 (E/L.1369) concerning the informal
meetings he had convened in response to the Council's
request at its forty-ninth session, said there had seemed
to be general agreement that the Council's role should
be reaffirmed and its methods of work improved so as
to enable it to discharge its functions under the Charter
of the United Nations. It had been noted that those
functions would assume enhanced importance in the
discharge of the responsibilities the General Assembly
might wish to entrust to the Council for the review
and appraisal of the implementation of the Interna­
tional Development Strategy. A great many suggestions
had been put forward during the informal discussions;
the next stage should be to invite Member States to
submit their proposals more formally and to devise
means of translating them into practi~al recommenda­
tions for the improvement of the Council's work.

25. During the discussion, a number of representa­
tives noted that although certain reforms of a mainly
procedural nature could be undertaken immediately,
others related to structural questions that had far··
reaching implications and might require amendment
of the Charter. It was also pointed out that compre­
hensive action to improve the Council's methods of
work was impossible before decisions had been taken
on the question of a system of over-all appraisal of
progress in the implementation of the International
Development Strategy and the question of future
institutional arrangements for science and technology,
both of which were to be considered at the fifty-first
session.

26. Several representatives suggested that the short­
comings in the Council's work could not be blamed
solely on poor organization or structural defects. They
could also be ascribed to resistance to Hs action by inter­
national economic forces. The prestige and effectiveness
of the Council would depend on the extent to which
it functioned as a forum for inducing Governments to
exercise their political will for resolving major issues
of economic and social development and for providing
new impetus to the development process.

1 E/SR.1734-1737.
2 E/SR.l738, 1.739, 1743, 1745, 1761, 1765, 1768, 1772.
8 E/SR.I775, 1777, 1779, 1781, 1784, 1789, 1794-1799.
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27. At the 1737th meeting, the Council decided to
transmit the records of its discussions, together with
the note by the President for 1970, to the Govern­
ments of Member States and to invite them to com­
municate their views and pronosals in time for con­
sideration by the Council at the fiftieth session.

28. When the Council resumed its discussion of
this question at the fiftieth session, it had before it the
views and proposals of Governments contained in
document E/4986 and Add.1-3. Further replies were
circulated in addenda to the document (E/4986/
Add.4-9).

29. In the course of the discussion, many repre­
sentatives eXDressed the view that it was essential to
restore confidence in the Council and in its ability to
discharge its responsibilities. Procedural reforms, how­
ever desirable, (,ould not accomplish that purpose.
Members should take stock of the Council's place
within the United Nations system and make sure the
opportunities it afforded were expluited to the full.
Some of the Council's difficulties, it was suggested,
resulted from the expansion of the activities of the
United Nations system and the creation of new organs
with specific mandates. The Council was left with the
essential but difficult task of synthesis and co-ordina­
tion, a task that would become increasingly complex
and important during the Second United Nations De­
velopment Decade. Other representatives suggested
that the Council's co-ordinating function should not be
ovel'-emphasized at the expense of its policy-making
role. The Council should identify the major problems,
indicate new policy directions and recommend ways
and means of meeting the chaHenges of development.

30. Many representatives considered that in order
to increase the Council's effectiveness, it was essential
to make its membership more representative of the
total membership of the United Nations and to ensure
the continuous participation in the Council's work of
countries with the means and the desire to contribute
to the implementation. of the Organization's economic
and social policy. Other representatives, while sup­
porting measures to increase participation in the Coun­
cil's work, doubted the necessity or the desirability of
enlarging its membership. The creation of enlarged
committees for the application of science and technology
to development and for the review and appraisal of
the Second Development Decade would, it was sug­
gested, ensure increased participation and strengthen
the Council's effectiveness and prestige. Enlargement of
the Council itself would make it unwieldy and perhaps
decrease its ability to cope with its complex tasks.
Some representatives considered that the arguments
in favour of enlargement were not convincing and dis­
regarded the principle underlying the Charter provi­
sions concerning the membership of the Council.
Whereas all Member States were represented in the



General Assembly, the Council represented the regional
groups and took account of regional problems when
formulating proposals.

31. Some representatives emphasized that, although
measures to transform the Council into a.n effective
instrument as part of the international development
machinery were long overdue, the reactivation of the
Council should not upset the constitutional balance of
the United Nations by interfering with the normal
development of UNCTAD, UNIDO or UNDP or dis­
turbing the basic relationship that had developed be­
tween the Council and the General Assembly. Other
representatives drew attention to the danger of estab­
lishing an artificial dichotomy between the Council
and the General Assembly. The Council did not com­
pete with the Assembly. It was subordinate to the
Assembly, which set policies and expressed the political
will of the United Nations. The Council had the im­
portant policy-formulating role of examining difficult
technical issues and thus helping the Assembly to act
on them. It could also ensure that the Assembly's will
was carried out by co-ordinating and supervising the
economic and social activities of the United Nations
system.

32. At tU0 1765th meeting, the representatives of
Greece an.d Ne'~ Zealand introduced a draft resolution
(E/L.1408) , under which the Council would take a
number of short-term measures and, in part IV, decide
to consider at the fifty-first session changes in its
structure and in that of its committees~ including the
possibility of the enlargement of their membership, and
modification of their terms of reference and the pattern
of their meetings.

33. At the same meeting, the representative of the
USSR introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1382) under
which the Council would recommend for adoption by
the General Assembly a draft resolution intended to
introduce a more rational procedure for the considera­
tion of economic, social, scientific and technical ques­
tions at the sessions of the General Assembly and
the Council.

34. At th~ 1768th meeting, the representative of
Pakistan, on behalf also of the delegations of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ghana, Indonesia,
Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, the Sudan and
Tunisia, introduced amendments (E/L.1421) to the
preamble and part IV of the joint draft resolution
submitted by Greece and New Zealand. Under the
amendment to part IV, the Council would have decided
to recommend that the General Assembly at its twenty­
sixth session take all necessary steps to ensure an
adequate and early enlargement of its membership and
would have decided, in the interim, to enlarge the
membership of its sessional committees to 54 and that
ofCPC to 27. .

35. At the same meeting the representative of Brazil
introduced amendments (E/L.1422) proposing changes
in the preamble to the two-Power draft and the addi­
tion of a new part IV dealing with the participation
of observers in the work of the Council. The United
States of America also submitted amendments (El
L.1423) to part IV of the two-Power draft, under
which the Council would have decided to establish
enlarged standing committees on science and technology
and on review and appraisal of the Development
Decade, and to consider chan.ges in the structure of
the Councii and its committees at the fifty-first session.
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36. At the 1772nd meeting, the representative of
Indonesia informed the Council that, following con­
sultatiom: in a working group under his chairmanship,
the sponsors of the two-Power draft resolution had
agreed to put forward a revised text (E/L.1408/
Rev.l) which, inter alia, incorporated the concepts put
forward in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Brazilian amend­
ment (E/L.1422). The working group had been unable
to agree on part IV of the revised draft and the sponsors
of the 10-Power amendments, with the delegations of
the N:lger a!ld Norway, had proposed revised amend­
ments to part IV (E/L.1421/Rev.1). The repre­
sentative of the Sudan, on behalf of the sponsors,
later withdrew the revised amendments and stated that,
if the question were postponed to the fifty-first session,
the original amendments would be maintained.

37. On the motion of the representative of Brazil,
supported by the representative of the United States
of America, the Council, by 12 votes to 6, with 6
abstentions, decided, under rule 50 of the rules of
procedure, to adjourn the debate on the item to the
fifty-first session.

38. The Council resumed its discussi.on of the ques~

tion at .:<.~ fifty-first ses'}ion. It had before it the draft
resolution submitted by the USSR (E/L.1382), the
revised draft resolut~on submitted by Greece and New
Zealand (E/L.14D8/Rc'l.1), and the amendments to
that text submitted by the 10 Powers (E/L.1421),
Brazil (ElL. 1422, para. 3) and the United States of
America (E/L.1423).

39. The item was one of the topics included in
the general discussion at the 1774th to 1782nd
meetings, in the course of which a number of repre­
sentatives expressed their support for the enlargement
of the Council. Some representatives stressed that the
enlargement of the Council should not be designed to
encourage the enlargement of other bodies, but rather
to make the Council an effective arm of the General
Assembly. It was pointed out by those representatives
that the Council was the only body in a position to
make a system-wide evaluation of progress in the
implementation of the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade or in the manifold aspects of science and tech­
nology under the authority of the General Assembly.
Other representatives considered that the General
Assembly, being the highest authority and the most
effective forum for negotiations and commitments,
should itself deal with those matters. The view was
expressed that enlargement should be considered on its
merits; only political reasons could explain the refusal
to take appropriate action or the attempt to link it with
a change of jurisdiction over the new functions to be
assigned to the United Nations system by restricting
the freedom of action of other organizations in the
system already exercising such functions satisfactorily.

40. At the 1784th meeting, the representative of
New Zealand introduced a revised text of the two­
Power draft resolution (E/L.1408/Rev.2). The fourth
paragraph of the preamble and section IV had been
omitted, so that the draft was concerned only with
procedural matters. Paragraph 4 of section Ill, con­
cerning the desirability of eliminating the existing ex­
ceptions to the rule that functional commissions and
subsidiary bodies should meet biennially, had also
been omitted, since that seemed to be the wish of most
members of the Council.

,
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41. At the same meeting, the representative of
Yugoslavia, on behalf also of Brazil, Ghana, Jamaica,
Lebanon, Pakistan, Peru and Tunisia introduced
amendments (E/L.1431) to the two-Power draft calling
for the addition of a section IV in which the Council
would (1) decide to recommend that the General
Assembly, at its twenty-sixth session, take all necessary
steps aimed at amending the Charter, to ensure an
early enlargement of the Council to 54; (2) decide
to enlarge, in the interim period, the membership of
its sessional committees and the standing Committee
on Natural Resources to 54 as from 1 January 1972;
(3) request the General Assembly to elect, at its
twenty-sixth session, in addition to the nine new
members of the Council, 27 Member States to serve
on the sessional committees of the Council; (4) de­
cide that, in the interim period, all substantive items
on the agenda of the Council, apart from the general
debate, would be allocated to the sessional committees
for their in-depth consideration and with a view to
submitting concrete recommendations to the Council;
and (5) decide to review its co-ordinating machinery
at the fifty-third session, including the possibility of
intersessional meetings of the Co-ordination Com­
mittee, to deal with the task currently entrusted to
CPC with a view to strengthening the co-ordinating
role of the Council. In the course of the discussion, a
number of represeutatives urged that an effort should
be made to find a comprehensive solution commanding
the widest possible support. In that connexion some
representatives stressed that the purpose of enlarge­
ment was to enable the Council to carry out more
effectively the functions assigned to it under the Charter
and that it would therefore be illogical to propose
enlargement without also establishing committees to
discharge the Council's responsibilities for appraisal
of the implementation of the International Develop­
ment Strategy and questions of science and technology.

42. At the same meeting, the representative of
France, on behalf also of Brazil, Tunisia and Uruguay,
introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1435) concerning
the circulation of documents in all the working lan­
guages, and in due time in accordance with rule 14,
paragraph 4? of the Council's rules of procedure.

43. At the 1794th meeting, the representative o! the
Sudan on behalf also of the Democratic Repubhc of
the C~ngo, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, ~taly, Jam~ica,
Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, MalaysIa, the NI~er,

Norway, Tunisia and the United States of America,
proposed that the Council should discuss item 17
(Measures to improve the organization of the work
of the Council) jointly with item.s 10 (b) (Future
institutional arrangements for science and technology)
and 3 (a) (System of over-all review ~d appraisal of
progress in implementing the InternatIOnal Develop­
ment Strategy for the Second United Nations De­
velopment Decade). He proposed also that the Council
should give priority to the ~raft resol~tion (E/I:.1451)
dealing with the three subJ~cts submItt~d by hIS d~le­
gation and the oth~r delegations supportmg the m?tion.
The Council deCIded, by 18 votes to 8, WIth 1
abstention to discuss the three items jointly. It also
decided, by 16 votes to 9, with 2 ab~tentions, to give
priority to the 15-Power draft resolution (E/L.1451).

44. At the 1795th meeting, the representative of
the Sudan, introducing the 15-Power draft re.soluti~m,
said that the joint draft was the outcome of mtensIve
consultations among the sponsors and other delega-
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tions and drew largely on other proposals before the
Council. New Zealand late!' became a sponsor of the
joint draft.

45. During the ensuing discussion,4 a number of
reptesentatives explained that they could not support
part A of the draft resolution. Some representatives
stated that enlargement of the Council was unnecessary
and would be contrary to the Charter. The conversion
Cif the Council into a miniature Assembly would not
~ncrease its effectiveness and would weaken its co­
ordinating role. The weakness of the Council was due
to the distribution of forces within it. Other remedial
measures should be envisaged. Several representatives
expressed doubts regarding the legality and propriety
of the propos?l to enlarge the Council's sessional
committees, peuding the enlargement of the Council
itself. It was suggested also that the provision in
operative paragraph 3 regarding the geographical dis­
tribution of seats would perpetuate a pattern that was
already unsatisfactory. It was further pointed out that
the proposed arrangement for the election of addi­
tional members of the sessional committees was un­
satisfactory, since no provision was made either for the
duration of their term of office or .~or their election
after the Assembly's twenty-sixth ses~ .on. In particular,
members of the Council retiring in 1972 and 1973
would only be able to serve in the enlarged sessional
committees if they were re-elected to the Council. A
number of representatives stated that, although in
favour of enlargement? they could not support part A
of the draft because of the basic juridical constitu­
tional and even political defects of the measures pro­
posed for enlargement as well as the context in which
enlargement was proposed. They pointed out that the
proposal for enlargement was in any case unrealistic
since only one of the permanent members of the Seeu..
rity Council had expressed support for it. In the circum­
stances they considered that a decision on the matter
should be deferred.

46. At the 1796th meeting, the representative of
Greece introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1458) under
which the Council would decide (1) to defer the adop­
tion of decisions on questions concerning structural
reforms as well as institutional arrangements for science
and technology and review and appraisal of the Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade,
to its resumed fifty-first session for further considera­
tion in the light of all relevant documents on those
matters, including all draft resolutions and amendments
already submitted to the Council; and (2) to call upon
all Governments to continue active consultations with
the objective of reaching final decisions at the resumed
fifty-first session.

47. At the 1798th meeting, the Council voted
on the draft resolutions and amendments before
it. On a roll:'call vote requested by Peru, the draft
resolution submitted by Greece (E/L.1458), which
was voted upon first, in accordance wit~ rule 66 of
the Council's rules of procedure, was reJeptcd by 17
votes to 8, with 2 abstentions. The voting was as
follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Greece, Hungary, Peru,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugo­
slavia.

4 For an account of the discussion and action on parts B and
C of the draft resolution, see chapter XII, section B, a~d chap­
ter V, respectively. For the vote on the draft resolution as a
whole, see chapter V, paragraph 49.
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Against~ Congo (Democratic Republic of), France,
Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica~ Kenya, Leb­
anon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Niger, Norway, New Zea­
land, Sudan, Tunisia, United States of America.

Abstaining: Pakistan, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

48. On a roll-call vote requested by the USSR,
the Council adopted part A of the joint draft resolution
(B/L.1451), concerning the enlargement of the Coun­
cil by 17 votes to 10. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Congo (Democratic Republic of), Ghana,
Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Niger, Norway, New Zealand,
Pakistan, Sudan, Tunisia, United States.of America.

Against: Brazil, Ceylon, France, Greece, Hungary,
Peru, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay,
Yugoslavia.

49. On a roll-call vote requested by Brazil and
Yugoslavia, the draft resolution as a whole was adop­
ted by 17 votes to 7, with 3 abstentions.
The voting was as follows:

In favour: Congo (Democratic Republic of), Gh~na,

Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Niger, Norway, New Zealand,
Pakistan, Sudan, Tunisia, United States of America.

Against: Brazil, Ceylon, Hungary, Peru, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Abstaining: France, Greece, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

50. The Council adopted the draft resolution con­
cerning the rationalization of procedures for the consid­
'eration of economic, social, scientific and technical
questions submitted by the USSR (E/L.1382) by 8
votes to 4, with 15 abstentions.

51. The Council next considered the two-Power
revised draft resolution (ElL. 1408/Rev.2) and the
amendments thereto. The amendments contained in
documents E/L.1421 and E/L.1423 were withdrawn.
The sponsors accepted operative paragraph 1 of sec­
tion IV proposed by Brazil (E/L.1422 para. 3). The
remaining amendment in that document was withdrawn.
The amendments contained in document E/L.1431
were also withdrawn.

52. The Council adopted the joint draft resolution,
as revised, by 26 votes to none, with 1 abstention.

53. The Council unanimously adopted the draft
resolution on the documentation of the Council sub­
mitted by Brazil, France, Tunisia and Uruguay (El
L.1435) as orally revised by the sponsors.

54. In resolution 1621 A (LI), the Council (1)
recommended the General Assembly to take, at its
twenty-slJxth session, all necessary steps to amend the
Charter to ensure an early enlargement of the Council
to 54 members, the additional 27 seats to be allocated
in accordance with the current geographical distribu­
tion in the Council; (2) decided to enlarge, in the
interim period, the membership of its sessional com­
mittees and the Committee on Natural Resources to
54 members as from 1 January 1972; (3) requested
the General Assembly to elect, at its twenty-sixth ses­
sion, in addition to the nin.e new members of the Coun­
cil, 27 States Members of the United Nations to serve
on the sessional committees of the Council in accord-
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ance with the current geographical distribution of seats
in the Council; (4) decided also that, in the interim
period, all substantive items on the agenda of a session
of the Council, apart from the general debate, would be
allocated to the sessional committees for their in-depth
consideration, with a view to the submission of concrete
recommendations to the Council; and (5) decided
further to review at its fifty-third session its co-ordinat­
ing machinery, including the possibility of intersessional
meetings of the Co-ordination Committee to deal with
the task currently entrusted to CPC, with a view to
strengthening the co-ordination role of the Council.

55. In resolution 1622 (LI), the Council recom­
mended to the General Assembly the adoption of a
draft resolution under which the Assembly would (1)
deem it advisable for any new economic, social, scien­
tific or technical questions appearing on the agenda of
the General Assembly to be considered, as a rule, first
by the Council, which would make specific recom­
mendations concerning the nature of posible future
decisions to be adopted by the General Assembly on
such questions; (2) instruct the Council to submitJ in
due time, a list of questions concerning the economic,
social, scientific and technical activities of the United
Nations, accompanied by RJ?propriate recommendations
for consideration at sessions of the General Assembly;
(3) request the Council, at one of its forthcoming
sessions, to indicate the range of problems on which
the Council iWelf, in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, considered it advisable to take
final decisions and to submit its proposals on that
question for the approval of the General Assembly at
its twenty-seventh session; (4) invite the Council to
take appropriate measures with a view to the regulation
and improved co-ordination of economic, social, scien~

tific and technical activities within the United Nations
system and, in that connexion, call the attention ,)f the
Council to the ne~d for greater precision and efficiency
in the exercise of its functions and powers, as defined
in the Charter, in particular, in Article 63; and (5)
instruct the Council, having regard to paragraph 4 of
the present resolution, to prepare and submit to the
General Assembly, for consideration at its twenty­
seventh session, proposals concerning effective measures
to remedy existing shortcomings in the co~ordination

of economic and social development programmes and
thereby to eliminate overlapping, duplication, over­
staffing and over-expenditure of budgetary funds.

56. In part I of a four·,part resolution (1623 (LI»
the Council (1) decided that in its review of the over­
all economic and social situation the Council should
fortnulate new policy recommendations to meet the
challenges of development, define major lags and con­
straints in the field of development and recommend
ways and means for their removal; (2) decided to
arrange its programme of work, taking into account the
rules of procedure of the Council, to provide for: (a)
a short organizational session in January; (b) a session
in the second quarter of the calendar year devoted
mainly to social questions, the reports of subsidiary
bodies and elections; (c) a session in the third quarter
of the calendar year at Geneva devoted to major ques­
tions arising from che world economic situation and in
alternate years a debate on the implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade with a view to
assisting the General Assembly in the over-all appraisal,
and to the co-ordination of the activities of the United
Nations system in the economic and social fields; (d)
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a brief resumed session during the General Assembly
to deal with items that could not normally be consid­
ered at the regular sessions.

57. In part 11, the Council (3) requested the Secre­
tary-General, in consultation with the members of the
Council, to develop a more rational agenda designed
to avoid duplication of discussion and to enable the
Council to concentrate on policy issues, grouping items
on related issues and providing for the consideration
of important substantive issues on a longer-term
planning cycle, where that was appropriate; (4) re­
affirmed its decision that the report of the United Na­
tions High Commissioner for Refugees should be
transmiti'ed to the General Assembly without debate,
unless the Council decided otherwise, at the specific
request of one or more of its members or of the High
Commissioner, at the time of the adoption of its
agenda; (5) decided that, as a general rule and in
order to avoirl repetitious debates, consideration of
the reports of all its functional commissions and sub­
sidiary bodies should be confined, as far as possible, to
matters which required decisions or guidance from the
Council; (6) invited the Secretary-General, in con­
sultation with delegations, to circulate a more detailed
schedule of work for each session and to ensure that
the annotated provisional agenda for each session
should be more informative; (7) requested the Secre­
tary-General to prepare for each substantive agenda
item a short document summarizing the previous con­
sideration of the question and the various options for
decision by the Council, as well as the consequences
likely to arise from such decisions.

58. In part ITI of the resolution, the Council (8)
requested the Secretary-General to take urgent steps
to reform the nature, scope and form of documenta­
tion submitted to the Council to ensure that Govern­
ments should be able to review reports adequately and
also that the Council should be able to concentrate on
issues r.equiring intergovernmental consideration, that
reports submitted to the Council should be action­
oriented and concise (normally not more than thirty­
two pages), and present clear and precise recommen­
dations drawing attention to issues that should be taken
into account by the Council and possible alternative
courses of action proposed for the Council and their
implications, and that, in the case of meetings of ex­
perts convened by the Secretary-General, only a concise
report by the Secretary-General setting out the relevant
recommendations for action by the Council should be
submitted; (9) requested the Secretary-General to
ensure that the guidelines should be observed in re­
ports submitted to the Council and its functional com­
missions and subsidiary bodies beginning in 1972; (10)
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decided that the reports of its functional commissions
and subsidiary bodies should contain, in addition to a
resume of the discussions, a concise summary of rec­
ommendations and a statement of issues requiring
action by the Council, and that all resolutions adopted
by its functional commissions and subsidiary bodies
should normally be in the form of drafts for approval
by the Council; (11) decided that the Council's report
to the General Assembly should be reorganized to
provide the Assembly with an effective basis for dis­
cussion, and that it should consist of a clear statement
of the issues on which Assembly action was required
and a summary of the Council's discussions and a
record of its decisions, including details of votes; 02)
reaffirmed the importance of the strict observance of
rule 14, paragraph 4, of the rules of procedure of the
Council and decided that the calendar of conferences
should be drawn up in such a way as to permit the
observance of that rule; (13) invited the specialized
agencies and IAEA to continue to provide analytical
reports, bearing in mind the recommendations in
Council resolution 1458 (XLIX).

59. In part IV, the Council (14) welcomed the
participation in its deliberations, in accordance with
rule 75 of the rules of procedure of the Council, of
Member States which were not members of the Council,
in the conviction that such participation would ensure
a politically more solid and wider basis for decisions.

60. In resolution 1624 (LI) , the Council ( 1)
again called upon the Secretary-General to take such
action as would ensure that the documents submitted
to the Council and to its subsidiary organs should be
available to Member States in sufficient time (at least
six weeks before the beginning of the session) and
simultaneously in the working languages of the Council
and of its organs, without prejudice to the other
languages; (2) decided that, for the future, the calendar
of conferences should so be established that para­
graph 1 above could be complied with, and requested
CPC to submit to it, at its fifty-third session, practical
lmggestions for attaining that objective; (3) requested
the Secretary-General, after consultations with the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions and after obtaining any outside advice which
he might think helpful, to review the measures cur­
rently in force with respect to the preparation, trans­
lation and distribution of documents submitted to the
Council or to its subsidiary organs; and (4) further
requested the Secretary-General to submit to it, at its
fifty-third session, through CPC, a report giving the
results of the study defined in paragraph 3 abo"w~ and
indicating what new measures had been taken or en­
visaged to improve the existing situation.
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Chapter J7

REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF THE OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES OF THE INTERNA­TIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE SECOND UNITED NATIONS DEVEL­OPMENT DECADE*

61. The Economic Committee considered item 3 (a)
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-first session(System of ov;~r-all appraisal of progress in implement­
ing the International Development Strategy for the
Second United Nations Development Decade) at its529th, 530th, 532nd, 533rd and 539th meetings.1 It
had before it the report of the Secretary-General enti...
tled "A system of over-all review and appraisal of the
objectives and policies of the International Develop­
ment Strategy (E/5040); a note by the Secretary-Gen­eral transmitting the views of Governments on a sys­
tem of over-all appraisal of progress in implementingthe International Development Strategy (B/SOOO and
Add.I-6); chapter I of the report of the Committee
for Development Planning on its seventh session (E/4990);2 chapter VII of the report of the Commission
for Social DeveJopment on its twenty-second session(El4984);3 a draft resolution proposed by the Com­
mission for Social Development on the impleme~tation
of the International Development Strategy, a draft reso­lut,ion submitted by Pakistan (E/AC.7/L.592), a draft
decision submitted by France, Italy and the .United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (E/
AC.7/L.594) and the texts submitted orally at the
667th meeting of the Social Committee by the United
States of America and Brazil, all of whic.h were deferredfrom the fiftieth session and contained in the annex to
the report of the Social Committee (E/50294), as well
as the summary records of the Social Committee on the
item (E/AC.7/SR.660-665, 667 and Corr.l, and 668);
statements submitted.by non-governmental organizationsin category I consultative status (the International Coun~
cil of Women: E/C.2/724; the Women's International
Democratic Federation: E/C.2/728 and Corr.l; the
Inter-Parliamentarv Union: E/C.2/729) and state­ments submitted by non-governmental organizations in
category 11 consultative status (Pax Romana, the Inter­
national Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cul­tural Affairs and the International Movement of Cath­
olic Students: E/C.2/736; the Boy Scouts WorldBureau the Co-ordinating Committee for International
Volunt~ry Service, the International Conference of
Catholic Charities, the International Student Move­ment for the United Nations, the World Assembly of
Youth the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl
Scouts' the World Federation of Catholic Youth, the
World' Federation of Democratic Youth, the World
Student Christian Federation, the World University

=le Item on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth sessionof the General Assembly.
1 ElAC.6/SR.529, 530, 532, 533, 539.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,Fifty-firstSesdon,SupplementlVo.7.
31bid., Fiftieth Session, Supplement lVo. 3.
~ Ibid., Annexes, agenda item 2.
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Service, the World Young Women's Christian Associa­
tions: E/C.2/739). The International Union of Stu­
dents, a non-governmental organization on the Roster,participated in the submission of the statement contained
in document E/C.2/739.

62. Introducing the report of the Secretary-General
(E/S040), the Under-Secretary-General for Economic
and Social Affairs stated that the report had taken intoaccount the views expressed by Governments in theirreplies to a note verbale circulated by the Secretary­
General. The Strategy was essentially an instrument of
international co-operation and was intended to serveas a basis for further negotiation among Governments.It should not be allowed to become stale or obsolete;
but should be continually enriched through the infusionof new concepts and ideas. Such enrichment would be
possible only if the international community were pre­
pared to make adjustments in the Strategy as theybecame necessary in the light of changing circumstances.
Therein lay the rationale for continuing review and
appraisal of progress during the Decade.

63. Progress would be reviewed and appraised at
four levels: at the national level, at the regional level,
at the global sectoral level, and finally at the over­
all level. National appraisals, the main undertaking
of Governments, would be of fundamental impor­
tance, since a strategy that did not take into accountnational targets and objectives would be valueless.
For national appraisals to be effective, it would be
necessary to provide Governments, upon request, with
assistance in development planning and evaluation.Apart from meeting domestic requirements, national
appraisals by developing countries should be helpful
for appraisals by the international community at the
regional, global sectoral, and over-all levels as part
of its pluralistic system.

64. Concentrating on aspects of over-all appraisals,
the Under-Secretary-General emphasized the impor­
tance of information required for the task. He drew
attention to the preliminary list of indicators of pro­gress contained in the annex to the Secretary-General's
report, which was intended to invite reactions of Gov­
ernments: the list did not foreclose the content and
presentation of over-all review and appraisal. Therelevant information and analysis would be presented
in a simple and concise way, but in a professionally
thorough manner so as to facilitate decision-making
by Governments. The Committee for Development
Planning could be particularly helpful in that respect,both through suggestions relating to the report to ,be
submitted by the Secretary-General on over-all reviewand appraisal of progress and through presentation of
its own comments and recommendations that could
be of assistance to intergovernmental bodies.
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65. Members of the Committee generally agreed
that the continuing review and appraisal of progress
during the Second Development Decade would im­
pm-t dynamism to the International Development
Strategy. The periodic reviews and appraisals of pro­
gress would analyse the emerging trends, identify the
obstacles to development and suggest possible remedial
measures. Although based on a retrospective analysis,
the reviews and appraisals would be of a forward­
looking character. They would be designed to facilitate
inter-governmental negotiations for evolving new con­
cepts of international co-operation and for widening
areas of agreement that could further help the pro­
gress of developing countries. It was recognized that
the appraisals at the national, regional, global sectoral,
and over-all levels would all have their distinctive
functions. Appraisals by the international community
should not, however, pronounce judgement on the
performance of individual countries. Rather, they
should be designed to strengthen co-operation among
countries of the world in accordance with the provi­
sions of the Strategy.

66. It was emphasized that each country would
be responsible for evaluating the progress it had made
and the obstacles it had encountered in terms of its
national strategy and the objectives it had adopted as
best suited to its economic and social structure. A
number of representatives considered that developed
countries should also undertake national appraisals
to assess their contribution towards the implementa­
tion of the objectives and policies of the Strategy.

67. Several representatives considered that the na­
tional appraisals to be undertaken by the countries
concerned would constitute the nucleus of the system,
for basic decisions must inevitably be taken at the
country level. Information emerging from national
appraisals and from national sources in general should
serve as a basis for the appraisals by the interna­
tional community at the regional, global sectoral, and
over-all levels. Some representatives expressed the
view that appraisal at the national level should not be
regarded as a pre-condition for the over-all appraisal.
Technical assistance by the United Nations to Gov­
ernments that requested it for establishing or strength­
ening their planning machinery would be of critical
importance; such assistance would be needed for plan
formulation and implementation as well as for evalua­
tion of progress, including the development of statis­
tical services required for such evaluation.

68. The role of country surveys made by the Inter­
national Bank for Reconstruction and Development
and of the country consultations carried out by the
International Monetary Fund was touched upon, and
it was noted that the results of such work would be
useful but could not be published unless .the Govern­
ments concerned were willing to release them.

69. At the regional level, it was generally agreed
that evaluation was the task of the regional economic
(fommissions and UNESOB, in co-operation with
regional development banks and subregional economic
groupings. Regional appraisals would be the link be­
tween national appraisals on the one hand and the
global sectoral and over-all appraisals on the other.
Some representatives stated that in order to carry out
their new tasks the regional economic commissions
would require additional technical and financial re-­
sources.

IS'

70. It was felt that regional appraisals would pro­
vide a valuable framework for expanding regional
economic co-operation and integration. It was empha..
sized in that connexion that the important part sub­
regional groupings could play within a region should
be given appropriate attention.

71. The global sectoral appraisals would provide a
world-wide view of a particular economic or social ac­
tivity. The International Development Strategy had
rightly stressed the importance of the work undertaken
for that purpose by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the United Nations Indus­
trial Development Organization and the specialized
agencies. Many representatives drew attention to the
fact that most of the important policy measures in the
Strategy were within the competence of UNCTAD.
In that context, the view was expressed that it would
be necessary to improve the machinery and methods of
evaluation of UNCTAD. A number of representatives
were of the opinion that not all sectoral appraisals
needed to be conducted biennially; it might be better
to make an in-depth analysis of a selected number of
major issues at less frequent intervals during the
Decade.

72. The biennial over-all appraisal would consti­
tute the culminating point for the international com­
munity to take stock of unfolding trends and to oPen
up new avenues of international co-operation for
economic and social development. The over-all ap­
praisal would need to draw to the greatest extent
possible on appraisals at other levels. It would need
to examine the problem of development in its entirety,
ensuring that those aspects of development-income
distribution, for example-that cut across the tradi­
tional classification of sectors as agriculture or indus­
try or health should be given full attention.

73. There was general agreement that suitable in­
dicators would need to be fashioned for monitoring
economic and social progress. T~Re indicators would
need to be deployed in such a manner as to bring
out the crucial aspects of development. It was noted
that a provisional list of indicators was contained in
the report of the Secretary-General and that a number
of useful ideas had been put forward by the Com­
mittee for Development Planning in its report. .A
number of representatives expressed dissatisfaction
with the list of indicators and questioned the method­
odology used in its compilation. It was generally felt
that further work on the indicators was required. In
that context it was suggested that the main elements
should be regrouped according to the various policy
areas outlined in the Strategy, such as international
trade, financing, and science and technology, and that
the elements in each area relating to developing and
developed countries should then be placed side by side,
so as to keep the organic connexion between the two.
One representative felt that the indicators should help
in measuring directly the application of science and
technology to the development of various sectors of
the economies of developing countries. It was also
suggested-that a proper distinction should be maintained
between quantitative and qualitative performance. It
was noted with interest that an interagency technical
body and a working group of the Committee for
Development Planning were scheduled to discuss the
question of indicators.

74. Members of tbe Committee recalled that, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 2641
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(XXV), the final decision on the system of over-all
appraisal rested with the General Assembly.

75. While recognizing that the ultimate respon­
sibility for over-all appraisal lay with the General
Assembly, many representatives considered that a
prominent role would necessarily devolve upon the
Council in assisting the General Assembly in discharg­
ing its responsibility. They recalled that, in accord­
ance with the provisions of the Charter, the Council,
under the authority of the General Assembly, had a
central role to play in promoting international econo­
mic and social co-operation. It was pointed out that
the Council already carried out a continuous review
of the international economic and social situation,
scrutinized all international programmes, and main­
tained functional links with the various specialized
intergovernmental and expert bodies. Those representa­
tives recognized that one of the inherent weaknesses
of the Council was its limited membership and they
therefore advocated an enlargement of the Council
and the establishment of a standing committee for
review and appraisal larger than the present member­
ship of the Council.

76. Several representatives sta.ted that any attemrt
to concentrate the over-all appraIsal within the Council
itself would be unconstitutional since it would con­
travene decisions already taken by the General Assem­
bly and the spirit of the Strategy. Although it was
proper for the Council to debate the world economic
and social conditions thoroughly within the context of
the Strategy, it would be entirely unacceptable for it
to modify recommendations or reopen issues already
decided upon at the global sectoral level by organiza­
tions such as UNCfAD. The over-all appraisal should
be made by the General Assembly, as the highest and
most representative organ of the United Nations. For
that purpose, the Assembly should establish a new
intergovernmental organ which would report to it
through the Economic and Social Council. The Coun­
cil would make such observations as would assist the
Assembly in the adoption of final conclusions, recom­
mendations and decisions.

77. Whiie agreeing that the primary responsibility
for assisting the General Assembly lay with the Coun­
cil, which had expressed its readiness to do so in
resolution 1556 (XLIX), a few representatives were
of the view that the Council was well equipped to
assume that 1cask and should continue to perform its
current co-ordinating functions so as to be able to
forward to the General Assembly for final considera­
tion the results of the global sectoral and regional
appraisals undertaken by the various organizations of
the United Nations system.

78. One representative expressed the view that the
Council should be responsible for correlating the results
of the various appraisals to preserve the unity of the
objectives and policy measures of the Strategy. It
should not, however, be entitled to reopen the discus­
sion of areas on which agreement had already been
reached within UNCTAD and UNIDO, whose preroga­
tives in their respective sectors should be respected.
The Council could be used to obtain agreement on
unresolved issues.

79. A few representatives, while concurring in the
proposal to establish a standing committee of the
Council for review and appraisal with a membership
larger than that of the Council, were unable to support
an enlargement of the Council itself.

80. A number of representatives stated that devel­
oping countries were scheduled to hold deliberations
at a high political level later during the year which
would cover, inter alia, questions relating to review
rand appraisal of progress during the Decade. In their
opinion, the Council should not take a decision on
arrangements for review and appraisal at its fifty-first
session, but should transmit the question to the Gen­
eral Assembly at its tweraty-sixth session for a decision.
A number of other representatives, however, con­
sidered that, give.n the importance of the question and
the responsibUity of the Council in the matter, a firm
recommendation regarding such arrangements should
be made by the Council to the Assembly.

81. It was generally agreed that the views and
reco~mendations of the Committee for Development
Planmng would be of great assistance in providing
expert advice in the review and appraisal process.
There was wide support for the modifications suggested
by the Committee in its mefnods of work to enable it
to carry out additional, tasks. Some representatives
thought that it would be useful to receive a single
report on review and appraisal by the Secretary­
General alld the Committee for Development Planning
but said that if, be~ause of timing and other factors
a single report was not feasible, care should be take~
to make sure that the reports of the Secretary-General
and the Committee for Development Planning were
complementary.

82. The representative of Yugoslavia, on behalf
also of Brazil, Haiti and Uruguay, introduced a draft
resolution (ElAC.6/L.427) , on the system of over··
all appraisal of progress in implementing the Inter­
national Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade. The draft resolution
was ~;ubsequently co-sponsored by Ceylon. In accord­
ance with the draft resolution, the Council would
(1) request the intergovernmental bodies of the
specialized agencies and of other organizations of the
United Nations system, in particular the Trade and
Development Board of UNCTAD and the Industrial
Development Board of UNIDO, to con~ider pro­
cedures for review and appraisal of the lnternational
Development Strategy falling within their competence
and to report thereon to the General Assembly,
through the Economic and Social Council; (2) express
its readiness to contribute to the review and appraisal,
within the over-all mechanism to be. established and
in accordance with the functions attributed to it by
the Charter; and (3) recommend that the General
Assembly, at its twenty-sixth session, give considera­
tion to the matter and take a final decision thereon,
taking into account all relevant elements including the
report of the Secretary-General, the records of the
discussion at the fifty-first session of the Council, and
the policy documents and recommendations emanat­
ing from regional intergovernmental bodies.

83. The sponsors revised the draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.427IRev.1) by accepting an oral amend­
ment proposed by the representative of the USSR
whereby paragraph 2 was replaced by a text under
which the Council would again express its readiness,
in accordance with the functions attributed to it by
the Charter, to contribute to the review and appraisal
and to give it the highest priority in its work.

84. Amendments to the revised draft resolution
were submitted by Norway and the United States of
America (ElAC.6/L.437); in addition to adding a
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new paragraph in the preamble, they called for
( 1) the addition at the end of operative paragraph 2
of the words "and in that connexion decide to establish
a standing committee on review and appraisal"; and
(2) the replacement of operative paragraph 3 by a
text under which the Council would recommend to
the General Assembly (a) that it endorse the report
of the Secretary-General as generally providing a sound
basis for a system of over-all review and appraisal of
progress in implementing the International Develop­
ment Strategy; and (b) that it invite the Secretary­
General to prepare a revised version of his report. for
consideration by the Council at its fifty-third seSSIon,
taking into account the deliberations of the Council
and its Economic Committee at its fifty-first session,
the deliberations and decision of the General Assembly
at its twenty-sixth session, and the further work which
would meantime have been undertaken by various
bodies and organizations within the United Nations
system.

85. The representative of Kenya; introduced a
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.436) regarding the need
to monitor the application of science and technology
to development in the review and appraisal process.

86. The representative of Indonesia, on behalf also
of Kenya, introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.61
L.429) on the role of the Committee for Development
Planning in over-all appraisals of progress during the
Second United Nations Development Decade.

87. The representative of the Sudan, on a point of
order, and on behalf also of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, GhaDI:!, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica,
Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, the Niger,
Norway, Tunisia and the United States of America,
moved the adjournment of the discussion of agenda
item 3 (a). After the representative of Brazil had
opposed the motion and the representative of Italy
supported it, the Committee approved the motion by
16 votes to 8, with 1 abstention. The Committee
agreed to transmit to the plenary meeting of the Coun­
cil the proposals contained in the annex to the report
of the Social Committee (E/5029) and the proposals
and amendments submitted to the Committee during
its consideration of the item.

.ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

88. The Council, at its 1794th to 179~th meeti~gs,5
considered the report of the EconoIDlc CommIttee
(E/5059).6 It also had before it the following pro­
posals:

(1) A draft resolution submitted by t~~ Democra!ic
Republic of the Congo, Ghana, HaItI, Indones~a,

Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Iv;a.dagascar, Mala~sIa,
the Niaer Norway, Sudan, TurusIa and the Umted
States ~f America (E/L.145l), and subsequently co­
sponsored also by New Zealand, part C of which was
entitled "Machinery for review and appraisal";

(2) Amendments submitted by Brazil, Ceylon,
UJ."lguay and Yugoslav~a (E/L.1454) to pa~t C of
the joint draft resolution (E/L.1451), callmg for
(a) the insertion of a new second paragraph of the
preamble reading as follows:

"Recalling operative paragraph 4. of ~eneral
Assembly resnlution 2641 (XXV) In whIch the

5 E/SR.1794~1799.
6 Official Records of the Econ~mic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda Item 3.
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General Assembly decided to take a final decision
on a system of over-all appraisal at its twenty-sixth
session,"

(b) the replacement of operative paragraphs 1 ~md 2
by the following text:

"1. Recommends that Hle General Assembly, ~t

its twenty-sixth session, give .c~msideration to t~IS
matter and take a final deCISIon thereon, takmg
into account all relevant elements, including the
report of the Secretary-General, the report of the
Committee for Development Planning on its. seventh
session, the records of the debates held on It at the
fifty-first session, as well as the policy documents
and recommendations emanating from regional in­
tergovernmental bodies;" and (c) the deletion of
operative paragraph 4;
(3) An amendment submitted by Yugoslavia (El

L.1455) to part C of the joint draft resolution
(E/L.1451) which propos j the insertion in opera­
tive paragraph 1, of the words "subject to the final
decision of the General Assembly" between the words
"Decides to establish" and "a Committee";

(4) A draft dechion submitted by the United S~ates

of America (E/L.1456) on the proposals contamed
in the annex to the report of the Social Committee
(E/5029);

(5) A draft decision submitted by the United States
of America (E/L.1457) on the report of.the Secretary­
General on a system of over-all review and appraisal
(E/5040);

(6) A draft resolution submitted by Greece (El
L.1458) under which the Council would, inter alia,
decide to defer the adoption of decisions on questions
concerning review and appraisal of the International
Development Strategy to its resumed fifty-first session.

89. The Council decided to give priority to the
joint draft resolution (E/L.1451).7

90. After being voted upon first in accordance with
rule 66 of the Council's rules of procedure, the draft
resolution submitted by Greece (E/L.1458) was re­
jected by the Council by 17 votes to 8, with 2 abstenq

tions.
91. The four-Power amendments (E/L.1454) w~re

voted upon separately at the request of the representa­
tive of Yugoslavia. The amendment to the preamble
was rejected by 16 votes to 8, with 3 abstentions. The
amendments to the operative part were voted upon by
roll-call at the request of the representative of Brazil.
The first amendment to the operative part was rejected
by 16 votes to .\ with 6 abstentions. The voting was
as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Peru, Uruguay, Yugo­
slavia.

Against: Congo (Democratic Republic of), Ghana,
Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Mada­
gascar, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Sudan,
Tunisia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: France, Greece, Haiti, Hungary,
Pakistan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

92. The second amendment to the operative part
was rejected by 17 votes to 5, with 5 abstentions. The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Peru, Uruguay, Yugo...
slavia.

7 See chapter IV, paragraph 43 above.
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100. In resolution 1621 C (LI), the Council
( 1) decided to establish a committee of the Council on
review and appraisal composed of 54 members to be
elected at the fifty-second session, in accordance with
the ~resent geogrephical distribution of seats in the
COl: .. ' ell, to enable the Council to discharge the
respunsibilities entrusted to the Council by the Gen­
eral Assembly, in accordance with the Council's func­
tions under the Charter of the United Nations, to
assist the General Assembly in the over-all review and
appraisal of the Second United Nations Development
Decade, as provided for in General Assembly reso­
lution 2626 (XXV), in particular in paragraph 83;
(2) decided further to review at its fifty-seventh ses­
sion the machinery for over-all review and appraisal
in the light of the implementation of the provisions of
paragraph 1 of resolution 1621 A (LI) and the pro­
visions of its resolution 1623 (LI); (3) requested the
intergovernmental bodies of the specialized ugencies
and of other organizations of the United Nations
system, in particular the Trade and Development
Board of UNCTAD and the Industrial Development
Board of UNIDO, to consider adeqm~"~ procedures
for review and appraisal of the policy measures and
the goals and objectives of the International Develop­
ment Strategy falling within their competence and to
report thereon to the General Assembly, through the
~cono~c and Social Council; and (4) requested the
CommIttee for Development Planning to assist the
Committee on Review and Appraisal by reviewing all
relevant material concerning the over-all progress made
in implementiD.g the International Development Strategy
and by conveying to that Committee its comments and
recommendations.

101. At its 1799th meeting, the Council decided to
defer to its fifty-second session consideration of the
proposals contained in the annex to the report of the
Social Committee (E/5029).4

102. At the same meeting, the Council recom­
mended to the General Assembly that, at its twenty­
sixth session, it take note with appreciation of the
report of the Secr~tary-General on a system of over­
all review and appraisal of the objectives and policies
of the International Development Strategy (E/5040)
as generally providing a sound initial basis for a system
of over-all review and appraisal of progress in im­
plementing the International Development Strategy,
taking into account the deliberations of the Council
and its Economic Committee at the Council's fifty­
first session.

103. In resolution 1625 (LI), the Council (1) took
note with appreciation of the report of the Committee
for Development Planning on its seventh session
(E/4990) containing, inter alia, the views and recom­
mendations of the Committee on aspects of its work
telating to over-all appraisals of progress during the
Second United Nations Development Decade and on
the formulation of a strategy against mass poverty as
part of the work on appraisals of progress; (2) as­
signed to the Committee for Development Planning, in
addition to its current functions, the task of preparing
comments and recommendations that could help the
Council in discharging its responsibility to the General
Assembly relating to biennial over-all appraisals of
progress in implementing the International Develop­
m.ent Strategy, as envisaged by paragraph 36 of the
report of the. Committee for Development Planning
(E/4990) and the relevant paragraphs of the report
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8 For the vote on the draft resolution (E/L.1451) as a
whole, c;ee chapter IVI paragraph 49.

, Against: Congo (Democratic Republic of), France,
Gh8,na, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niger, NOr":'ay,
Sudan, Tunisia, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Greece, Haiti, Hungary, Pakistan,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

93. The amendment contained in document
E/L.1455 was voted uu by roll-call at the request of
the representative of Yugoslavia and was rejected by
18 votes to 5, with 4 abstentions. The voting was as
follows:

In f~vour: Brazil, Ceylon, Peru, Uruguay, Yugo­
slavia.

Against: Congo (Democratic Republic of), France,
Ghana, Greece, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niger
Norway Sudan, Tunisia, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Amer­
ica.

Abstaining: Haiti, Hungary, Pakistan, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

94. Part C of the joint draft resolution (E/L.1451)
was voted on by roll-call at the request of the repre­
sentatives of Brazil and Yugoslavia, and was adopted
by 18 votes to 5, with 4 abstentions.s The vo\ting was
as follows:

In favour: Congo (Democratic Republic of), France,
Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niger,
Norway, Sudan, Tunisia, United Kingdom of Great
Britair_ and Northern heland, United States of Amer­
ica.

Against: Brazil, Ceylon, Peru, Uruguay, Yugo­
slavia.

Abstaining: Greece, Hungary, Pakistan, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

95. The Council adopted the draft decision
E/L.1456 without objection.

96. The draft decision contained in document
E/L.1457, as revised orally by the sponsor in the light
of suggestions made by members of tbe Council, was
adopted without objection.

97. The Council next considered the proposals
transmitted in the report of the Economic Committee
(E/5059).6 The representative of Brazil, on behalf
of the sponsors, withdrew the draft resolution sub­
mitted in the Committee in document ElAC.6/L.427I
Rev.L In consequence, no action was required on the
amendments to that draft resolution submitted in the
Committee in document ElAC.6/L.437.

98. On a separate vote requested. by the repre­
sentative of the USSR, the Council adopted operative
paragraph 3 (d) of the draft resolution submitted in
the Committee in document ElAC.6/L.429, by
17 votes to 2, with 8 abstention!;. The draft resolution
as a whole was adopted unanimously. On an oral
proposal made by the representative of Italy, the
Council agreed to make a recommendation relating to
the composition of the Committee for Development
Planning.

99. The draft resolution submitted in the Com­
mittee in document ElAC.6/L.436 was adopted with­
out objection.
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of the Secretary-General (E/5040); (3) decided, in
order to permit the Committee for Development Plan­
ning to carry o'Ut its tasks efficiently: (a) to enlarge,
effective 1 January 1972, the membership of the Com­
mittee from 18 to 24; (b) to provide for an addi­
tional session of the Committee in each year of the
years of biennial over-all appraisal; (c) to permit the
Committee to continue its existing practice of holding
meetings of its working groups; (d) to authorize the
Committee to ccmmission research work on selected
topics considered important for making appraisals of
progress; (4) express~d the hope that organizations
of the United Nations system would continue to offer
co-operation and assistance to the Committee for De..
velopment Planning in performing its expanded func­
tions; and (5) requested the Secretary-General to
continue to furnish to the Committee for Develop­
ment Planning the necessary help through the appro-
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priate work undertaken by both the staff of the
Secretariat and the consultants to the Secretariat ap­
pointed for specific research assignments.

104. At its 1799th meeting, the Council recom­
mended that two members of the enlarged Committee
for Development Planning should be specialists in
the social aspects of development.

105. In resolution 1626 (LT), the Council re­
quested the Secretary-General and organizations of
the United Nations system to ensure that the- reports
and studies prepared for periodic appraisals of progress
during the Second United Nations Development Dec­
ade should bring out clearly, in accordance with the
provisions of the In.ternational Development Strategy,
the application of science and technology to the devel-·
opment of various sectors of the economies of develop­
ing countries.



Chapter VI

IDENTIFICATION OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED AMONG THE
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES*

106. The Economic Committee considered item 3
(b) of the agend~ of the Council's fifty-first session
(Identification of the least developed among the devel­
oping countries) at its 534th and 539th meetings.1 It
had before it chapter II of the report of the Com­
mittee for Development Planning on its seventh session
(E/4990)2 and chapter VII, section D, of the report
of CPC on its ninth session (EI5038).3

107. Introducing chapter 11 of the report of the
Committee for Development Planning, the Deputy to
the Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social
Affairs stated that both the Committee and the Sec­
retariat had been conscious of the shortcomings of the
available data-a feature that in itself reflected the
low level of development of the countries concerned.
Because of limitations of data and of the need to use
a simple method that could be readily understood, the
Committee had selected three principal criteria for
identification of the least developed among the develop­
ing countries, namely~ (a) per capita gross domestic
product at market prices of $100 or less, (b) share of
manufacturing in total gross domestic product of
10 per cent or less, and (c) literacy rate-the pro­
portion of literate persons in the age group of 15 years
and more-of 20 per cent or less.4 The Committee
had, however, employed the criteria in a somewhat
flexible manner. It had felt that the list of the least
developed countries should include not only those
countries which satisfied all three criteria but also
those which satisfied two out of three criteria provided
that the figure for the third criterion exceeded the
proposed cut-off limit for it by only a small margin.
In considering border-line cases, the Committee had
also taken into account special circumstances that might
have distorted the picture. On the basis of such rea­
soning, it had specified 25 countries which could
constitute a general list of the least developed among
developing countries. At the same time, the Committee
had reiterated that the existence of a general list of
least developed countries would not rule out the use
of different classifications for the adoption of special
measures in the context of particular geographical
regions and of the functional areas of competence of
international organizations. An UNCTAD group of
experts, whose report5 would soon be considered by
the Trade and Development Board, had in general
expressed its agreement with the views of the Com­
mittee on the subject.

* Item on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
of the General Assembly.

1 ElAC.6/SR.534~539.
~ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 7.
a Ibid. Supplement No. 9.
4 Ibid., Supplement No. 7, para. 60.
t\ 16Report of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Special

Measures in Favour of the Least Developed among the Devel.
oplng Countries" (TD/B/349).

108. The Committee for Development Planning
had also made a number of suggestions with regard to
the special measures that might be adopted in favour
of the least developed among the developing countries.
In making those suggestions, the Committee had been
guided by paragraphs 56 to 58 of the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade. The suggestions made by it
related to technical co-operation, financial assistance,
and. international trade and regional co-operation.

109. There was general agreement that the work
of the Committee for Development Planning on the
subject of the least developed countries had marked
an important step forward. The Committee had sug­
gested a pragmatic approach. The criteria for identifi­
cation of the least developed among the developing
countries were simple and realistic. The Committee
had itself recognized the need for further work by
interested parties in the light of new information when
it became available. It 'was, nevertheless, necessary to
make a beginning towards identification of such coun­
tries so that special measures could be formulated in
their favour.

110. The hope was expressed that the discussion on
the subject to be undertaken soon by the Trade and
Development Board would help to establish a com­
mon base. Several representatives thought that the
work had made sufficient progress to suggest that a
general list, such as that proposed by the Committee
for Development Planning, might be endorsed by the
international community. Some representatives were of
the opinion that the criteria selected by the Committee
for Development Planning were inadequate and incom­
plete. A number of representatives were of the view
that the question of identifying the least developed
among the developing countries should bel discussed
among the developing countries themselves. In that
context reference was made to the deliberations to be
undertaken by developing countries at a high political
level later in 1971. It was also suggested that a
definitive decision on the matter could be taken at
the third session of UNCTAD. On the other hand,
it was stated that because of the political nature of the
question the General Assembly rather than UNCTAD
was the competent organ to take a decision.

111. There was a consensus that whatever list of
the least developed countries was agreed upon it
would not remain fixed for ever. Revisions in the list
would be needed from time to time. The Committee
for Development Planning had suggested that the list
might be reviewed and, if necessary, revised on the
occasion of the mid-Decade over-all appraisal of pro­
gress in implementing the International Development
Strategy.

112. Several speakers reiterated the view of the
Committee for Development Planning that the problems
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of the least developed countries should be approached
in a balanced, comprehensive and concerted manner.
It was also stressed that the basic objective of special
measures should be to improve the capacity 0f those
countries to undertake an expanding range 0 f devel­
opment efforts.

113. Technical assistance from the Un!ted Nations
and from other sources was considered of crucial im­
portance for the least developed countries. It was
suggested that UNDP should not be rigid with regard
to requirements for counterpart funds in the case of
the least developed countries and that it should appoint
more qualified persons than hitherto as its resident
representatives in those countries.

114. The importance of international financial
assistance was also emphasized. It was generally agreed
that such assistance for the least developed countries
needed to be in the form of grants or of loans on
exceptionally soft terms.

115. A number of representatives pointed out that
regional and subregional co-operation among least
developed countries required urgent attention since
such co-operation was needed to make them econo­
mically viable. The regional economic commissione
could be particularly helpfnl in that respect by virtue
of their familiarity with local conditions.

116. The representative of the Sudan introduced
and orally revised a draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.435).
During the discussion of the text, it was suggested that
paragraph 1 should be reworded in such a way that
the Council would only take note of the report of
the Committee for Development Planning. It was also
st1('" .)sted that paragraph 2 should be reworded in
r" • a way that the Council would request the Gen.-
-. Assembly to consider at its twenty-sixth session
an agreed list of the least developed among the devel­
oping countries. Those suggestions were not accepted
by the sponsor.

117. In a separate vote at the request of the
representative of Peru, operative paragraph 1 of the
draft resolution was adopted by 18 votes to none,
with 4 abstentions. The draft resolution, as orally
revised by the sponsor, as a whole, was adopted
unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

118. The Council, at its 1799th meeting,6 adopted,
without objection, the draft resolution recommended
by the Economic Committee in its report (E/5061).7

119. In its resolution 1628 (LI), the Council
( 1) commended the Committee for Development Plan­
ning for its technical work reflected in chapter 11 of
its report on. its seventh session (El4990) that helped
to identify, on the basis of a. set of criteria, the least
developed among the developing countries and to for­
mulate special measures in their favour; (2) requested
the General Assembly to take a decision at its twenty­
sixth session concerning an agreed list of the least
developed among the developing countries on the basis
of the ~forementioned work of the Committee for
Development Planning and the reports to be submitted
to it at its twenty-sixth session by the Trade and
Development Board through the Economic and Social
Council and by the Secretary-General; and (3) rec­
ommended that the Secretary-General and the organi­
zations concerned in the United Nations system,
including the regional economic commissions and
UNESOB, should continue to examine, as part of
the work on the review and appraisal of progress
during the Second United Nations Development De­
cade, the economic and social advancement of the
least developed among the developing countries, keep­
ing in view the possibility of modifications in the list
of such countries at the time of the comprehensive
mid-term ~ppraisal in 1975.

6 E/SR.1799.
7 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 3.
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Chapter J'II

NATURAL RESOURCES A~l) TRANSPORT
~,

A. Natural resources
120. The Council considered item 8 (a) of the

agenda of its fiftieth session (Report of the Committee
o~ Natural Resources) at its 1758th, 1762nd, 1764th
and 1766th meetings.1 It had before it the report of
the first session of the Committee on Natural Resom:ces(El4969) ,2 and chapter VI, section C, of the report
of CPC on its eighth session (E/4989).3

121. Introducing the report of the Committee on
Natural Resources, the Chairman of the first session
said he thought the Committee should play a ~entral
role in assisting the Council in the formulatIon of
natural resources policies and work programmes and
should plan its work on the basis of short-term and
medium-term programmes.

122. Many representatives emphasized the impor­
tance of natural resources in the economic develop­
ment of developing countries, and the need to recog­
nize their permanent sovereignty over such resources,
and stated that the international community had a sig­
nificant role to play in assisting developing countries to
utilize their resources. While a number of representa­
tives expressed satisfaction with lle documentation pre­
sented to the Committee, others felt tha~t it contained
too many proposals, that those proposals were very
often of a defective nature and could not be related to
any rational plan or set of priorities, that the Committee
in its future deliberations should concentrate on short­
term or medium-term proposals of immediate concern
to developing countries, and that emphasis should be
put on ways of applying existing technology to the .de­
velopment of natural resources. Some representatives
thought that the Comm~ttee on Natural .Resources
should refrain from adoptmg too broad an mterpreta­
tion of the term "natural resources", since too broad an
interpretation could divert it from co.ncentrating on
water mineral and energy resources, WhICh should con­
stitut~ its main spheres of activity. One represe.ntative
was of the opinion that some o~ the proposals, like the
one relating to the schemes of mtercontmen~~l transfer
of energy contained concepts that were politically un­
acceptabl~ and that others, mainly in the domain of
water resources, reflected a faulty juridical approach.

123. In reference to the Committee's wo!k pro­
gramme, several representatives expressed the VIew ~hat
the Committee should concentrate mostly on techmcal
matters leaving issues of a more political nature to be
conside~ed by the competent.bodies. They a~so !elt thatthe Committee should provIde general gUIdelmes.for
policy in the field of natural resources for the Umted
Nations system of organizations as a whole rather than
become a programming body for the Resources and

1 E/SR.1758, 1762, 1764, 1766. . . .,2 Official Records of the Economic and Soczal Council, Fif-
tieth Session, Supplement No. 6.

31bid, Supplement No. 5.

Transport Division of the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. Some
suggested that the practice of holding a session more
often than once every other year could, in their view,
be justified if at each session the Committee would
concentrate its attention on one of its three main
spheres of activity.

124. Many representatives expressed their support
for natural resources advisory services and welcomed
the proposed creation of an intergovernmental working
group on the revolving fund for natural resources
exploration. Some representatives expressed doubts
about both proposals. A few stated that while they
supported the concept of a revolving fund, they objected
to the formation of a working group as they favoured
bringing the matter direct to the Council. The need
to consult UNDP was emphasized in both cases; some
delegations thought that, in order to obtain the best
possible working arrangements, the proposal with regard
to advisory services should be referred to the Governing
Council of UNDP at its twelfth session.

125. The representative of UNDP stated that
UNDP-financed experts in developing countries were
already being used under UNDP preparatory assistance
arrangements and by FAO. The Governing Council of
UNDP would have to state its views on the matter,
and arrangements would have to be worked out in con­
sultation with those concerned. He further stated that
the Administrator of UNDP hoped to consult with the
intergovernmental Working Group of the Committee
on the matter of the revolving fund.

126. Several representatives expressed support for
the calling of an international water conference in 1975.
Others thought the proposal, as set forth in the Com­
mittee's report (E/4969, paras. 28 and 53), was too
vague, and they questioned the usefulness of such a
conference or declared themselves opposed to the ideaof holding it.

127. At the 1764th meeting, the representative of
Kenya, speaking also on behalf of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Jamaica, Pakistan, the Sudan
and Yugoslavia, introduced a seven-part draft resolu­
tion (E/L.1411) dealing respectively with (A) ses­
sions of the Committee; (B) special natural resources
advisory services; (C) the United Nations revolving
fund for natural resources exploration; (D) the inter­
national water conference; (E) studies requested by the
Committee; (F) the work programme of the Com­
mittee; and (G) permanent sovereignty over natural
resources in developing countries.

128. At the same meeting, the representative of
Brazil, speaking also on behalf of the USSR, intro­
duced three amendments (E/L.1413) to the draft
resolution. Under the first of the amendments, opera­
tive paragraphs 1 and 2 of section D would be re·
placed by a single operative paragraph. Whereas,
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under the original text, the Council would (1) request
the Secretary-General, in order to define more clearly
the objectives and purposes of an international water
conference and the topics that would be discussed
by it, to prepare, in close co-operation with FAO,
UNESCO, regional bodies and other interested organ­
izations within the United Nations system, a com­
prehensive report for consideration at the second
session of the Committee; and (2) recommend that
for the above-mentioned purposes the Secretary-Gen­
eral convene, if necessary, in consultation with the
specialized agencies, regional bodies and agencies
mentioned above, an ad hoc group of experts to
assist and advise him on the matter, it would, under
the amendments, request the Secretary-General to
prepare, after ascertaining the views of Governments
of Member States, of FAO, UNESCO, WHO, WMO,
regional bodies and other interested organizations
within the United Nations system, a consolidated
document with the views expressed on the desirability
and possible topics for the Conference, such a docu­
ment to be submitted to the Committee on Natural
Resources at its second s~~ssion. The amendment called
also for the deletion of operative paragraph 3 of sec­
tion D, by which the Council would urge the Com­
mittee to consider. water resources development as
one of the priority items at its second session; and for
the inclusion, in section F, of a new operative para­
graph 3 whereby the Council would endorse the wish
expressed by CPC in paragraph 67 of the report on
its eighth session (El4989), in relation to the drafting
or the work programme for 1972 in the field of natural
resources.

129. The representative of New Zealand submitted
three amendments (E/L.1414) whereby operative
paragraph 1 of section B would read "approves in
principle" instead of "approves" the establishment of
special natmal resources advisory services; a new
operative paragraph 3 would. be introduced in section BJ

by which the Council would request the Govenliu.g
Council of UNDP "to consider these arrangements at
its twelfth session with a view to offering its comments
to the Council at its fifty-first session"; and in opera­
tive paragraph 1 of section F, the word "first" would
be added before the word "priority".

130. The represep.tative of the United States of
America introduced an amendment (E/L.1415) to
operative paragraph 2 of section F adding the words
"with a full explanation of financial implications" after
the wurds "a draft short-term and medium-term work
programme".

131. The Council voted at its 1766th me~.ting on
the draft resolution (E/L.1411) and the amendments
thereto (E/L.1413, E/L.1414 and E/L.1415).

132. It adopted the amendments by Brazil and the
USSR (E/L.1413) by 16 votes to 7, with 1 absten­
tion. The three amendments by New Zealand
(E/L.1414) were voted on separately at the request of
the representative of the United Kingdom.

133. The Council rejected the first amendment by
13 votes to 4, with 7 abstentions; adopted the second
amendment by 16 votes to 6, with 3 abstentions; and
rejected the third amendment by 8 votes to 7, with
10 abstentions.

134. The Council adopted the amendments by the
United States of America by 10 votes to 6:/ with 9
abstentions.
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135. The sponsors agreed to the deletion of the first
paragraph of the preamble of section D, concerning
the need for the availability of water where and when
required.

136. At the request of the representative of the
United States of Aruerica, a separate vote was taken
on each part of the draft resolution, and at the request
of the representative of Yugoslavia the vote was taken
by roll-call.

137. Part A was adopted by 21 votes to 2, with
4 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon~ Congo (Democratic Re­
public of), Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica,
Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealand,
Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia,
Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics.

Abstaining: France, Greece, United Kingdom. of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America.

138. Part B, as amended, was adopted by 21 votes
to 5, with 1 abstention. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­
public of), France, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia,
Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: Greece, Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Norway.
139. Part C was adopted by 22 votes to 4, with 1

abstention. The voting was as follows:
In favour: Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Republic of),

Prance, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica,
Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealaud,
Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, United
States of America, ~~""uguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: Greece, Hungary, Union of So'!;iet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Bl~{~in and North­
ern Ireland.

Abstaining: Brazil.
140. Part D, as amended, was adopted by 26 votes

to none, with 1 abstention. The voting was as follows:
In favour: Ceylon, Congo (Dem.ocratic Republic

of), France, Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Hungary, Indonesia,
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia,
New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan,
Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics, United
Kingdom of Great Blitain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Uruguay, Yugoslavia,

Against: None.
Abstaining: Brazil.
141. Part E was adopted by 23 votes to 2, with 2

abstentions. The voting was as follows:
In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­

public of), France, Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Indonesia,
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia,
New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan,
Tunisia, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics.

Abstaining: United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.



142. Part F, as amended, was adopted by 25 votes
to none, with 2 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazll~ Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­
public of), Ghana, Haiti, Hl)!lgary, Indonesia, Italy,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan,
Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

,Against: None.
,,' Abstaining: France, Greece.

143. Part G was adopted by 22 votes to 2, with
3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­
public of), Ghana, Haiti, Hungary, Indonesia, Italy,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, Uilion
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: France, Greece, New Zealand.
144. The draft resolution as a whole, as amended,

was adopted by 21 votes to none, with 6 abstentions.
The voting was as follows:

In favour: Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Republic of),
France, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niger,
Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, Uruguay,
Yugoslavia.

Against: None
Abstaining: Brazil, Greece, Hungary, Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

145. In resolution 1572 A (L) the Council (1)
took note of the report of the Committee on Natural
Resources on its first session; (2) agreed that the
Committee on Natural Resources should meet and
report to the Council at least once every other year;
(3) agreed further that subject to determination of
specific date and venue in conjunction with the calendar
of conferences, the second session of the Committee
should be convened in the early part of 1972.

146. In resolution 1572 B (L) the Council (1)
approved the establishment of special natural reS07Jrces
advisory services; (2) recommended that the United
Nations Secretariat and UNDP work out arrangements
to ensure the harmonious functioning or such services;
(3) requested the Governing Council of UNDP to
consider those arrangements at its twelfth session with
a view to offering its comments to the Economic and
Social Council at its fifty-first session;4 (4) recom­
mended further that the concept of special advisory
services be broadened to include experts who might
be made available by States Members of the United
Nations on a short-term non-reimbursable basis;
(5) requested the Secretary-General to invite interested
Member States to submit rosters of such experts;
(6) further requested the Secretary-General to report
on the progress made to the Committee on Natural
Resources at its second session.

147. In resolution 1572 C (L) the Council en­
dorsed the setting up of an intergovernmental working
group concerning the revolving fund for natural re-

4 See chapter VIII, paragraphs 206, 207, 215 and 222-225
below.
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sources exploration to consider the detailed admin­
istrative institutional and financial aspects of the pro­
posal, together with alternative proposals.

148. In resolution 1572 D (L) the Council re­
quested the Secretary-General to prepare, after ascer­
taining the views of Governments of Member States,
of FAO, UNESCO, WHO, WMO, regional bodies and
other interested organizations within the United Na­
tions system, a consolidated document containing the
views expressed on the desirability of and possible
topics for the international water conference, for sub­
mission to the Committee on Natural Resources at
its second session.

149. In resolution 1572 E (L) the Council (1)
endorsed the requests m.ade by the Committee for
studies as set out in paragraphs 94 and 98 of its
report; (2) requested the Secretary-General, within
the existing means, to give all possible assistance to
the Committee in the preparation of the studies; an.d
(3) caned on the secretariats of all regional economic
commissions, UNDP, the specialized agencies, IABA
and other bodies concerned to co-operate where
appropriate, with the Secretary-G~;meral in the prep­
aration of the studies.

150. In resolution 1572 F (L) the Council (1)
recommended, as a matter of priority, that the Com­
mittee plan and undertake its future work in such a
manner as to ensure that short-term and medium-term
work programmes should be formulated and subjected
to a continuous process of review, taking into account
the merits of each specific proposal; (2) recommended
further that the Secretary-General submit a draft short­
term and medium-term work programme, with a full
explanation of the financial implications, after appro­
priate consultations with all concerned within the
United Nations system to the Committee at its second
session; (3) endorsed the wish expressed by CPC in
relation to the drafting of the work programme for
1972 in the field of natural resources.

151. In resolution 1572 G (L) the Council en­
dorsed the preparation of a periodic report on the
advantages to be derived from the exercise by de­
veloping countries of permanent sovereignty over their
natural resources.

B. The sea

152. The Co-ordin.ation Committee considered item
12 of the agenda of the fifty-first session (The sea:
(a) marine science; (I,) prevention and control of
marine pollution; and (c) mineral resources) ~t its
430th to 433rd meetings.5 The Committee had before
it a progress report of the Secretary-General on the
long-term and expanded programme of oceanic re­
search (E/50l7), a report of the Secretary-General on
the prevention and control of marine pollution (El
5003) and a report of the Secretary-General un the
mineral resources of the sea (E/4973 and Corr.l).

153. Introducing the reports, the representative of
the Secretary-General explained that in the progress
report on the long-term and expanded programme of
ocean research, the secretariat of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (10C), in co-operation
with the organizations concerned, had provided a
factual account of the steps taken to streamline the
programme of ocean research. The report on the pre­
vention and control of marine pollution, which had

5 ElAC.24/SR.430-433.
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been prepared in response to General Assembly reso­
lution 2566 (XXIV) described the activities of the
organizations of the United Nations system, with par­
ticular reference to the work of the expert advisory
group jointly sponsored by the United Nations, FAO,
UNESCO, WHO, WMO and IAEA. It also sum­
marized the views of Member States on the desirability
and feasibility of an international treaty or treaties
on the prevention and control of marine pollution.
The report had been submitted to the Intergovern­
mental \Vorking Group of the Preparatory Committee
for the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment at its recent meeting as a bacl~ground

document and was also intended as an aid to pre­
paratory work for the forthcoming Conference on the
Law of the Sea. The third report, on mineral resources
of the sea, was a revised version of the report sub­
mitted under Council resolution 1380 (XLV) (El
4680)6 and described recent developments in the field
of marine resources as well as the work being done
by the United Nations in respect of education and
training.

154. In the course of the discussion many repre­
sentatives expressed their appreciation of the reports
submitted to the Council and emphasized the need
for continuing study of the complex problems posed
by the exploitation of marine mineral resources and
by the prevention and control of marine pollution.
In that connexion some representatives regretted the
reference in the Secretary-General's statement at the
opening meeting of the Council's session to unilateral
extensions of territorial limits. Many representatives
stressed the need for co-ordination. As many organi­
zations of the United Nations system were dealing
with various aspects of marine questions, the Council
had an important role to play in ensuring the effective­
ness of the work undertaken and in minimizing over­
lapping and duplication.
, 155. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Com­
mittee unanimously adopted a draft resolution sub­
mitted by Jamaica on education and training in the
field of mineral resources and related issues (El
AC.24ILAl1 ), and a draft decision suggested by the
Chairman covering other aspects of the item.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

156. At its 1799th meeting7 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee (El
5065), adopted resolution 1641 (LI) in which it
(1) requested the Secretary-General to pursue his
programme of education and training in the field of
marine mineral resources and related issues; (2) called
upon the Secretary-General and the Administrator of
UNDP to extend their support to that programme, in
co-operation with the specialized agencies and organi­
zations concerned; and (3) appealed to the Govern­
ments of Member States to consider the possibility
of offering host facilities for the convening of seminars
and training courses in that field.

157. At the same meeting, the Cmmcil, also on
the recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5065),7 (a) took note with appreciation of the

a Mineral Resources of the Sea (United Nations publication,
Sales No.:' E.70.II.B.4).

7 E/SR.1799.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

FiftY-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 12.
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three reports presented by the Secretary-General on
marine science (E/5017), mineral resources of the sea
(E/4973 ), and the prevention and control of marine
pollution (E/5003), and decided to keep under review
the problems dealt with therein; (b) endorsed the
proposal that continuing efforts should be made in
order to disseminate information regarding the mineral
resources of the sea and that a programme of seminars
and training courses for the benefit of developing
countries should be implemented; (c) decided that the
summary records of: the Co-ordination Committee's
discussions relating to the prevention and control
of marine pollution should be transmitted to the Pre­
paratory Committee of the United Nations Conference
on the Human Environment, since the report con­
tained in document E/5003 could, in the view of the
Co-ordination Committee, contribute to the preparatory
process for the Stockholm Conference; and (d) de­
cided that document E/5003 should be transmitted
to the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly
for further consideration.

C. Establishme~t of a United Nations transport
economics and technology documentation centre

158. The Council considered item 9 (a) of the
agenda of its fiftieth session (Establishment of a United
Nations transport centre) at its 1741st, 1751st, 1752nd,
1757th, 1759th and 1760th meetings.9

159. It had before it the report of the Secretary­
General on the establishment of a United Nations
transport economics and technology documentation
centre (E/4964 and Add.2), chapter VUI of the report
of CPC on its eighth session (E/4989)3 and comments
on the matter from ICAO (E/49641Add.l), UNCTAD
(E/L.1381) and ECE (E/4964/AddA).

160. A representative of the Secretary-General
informed the Council that the centre would be a clear­
ing-house for information on transport economics and
technology. It woua gather, analyse, evaluate and dis­
seminate information on transport research and expe­
rience, paying particular attention to problems in con­
nexion with the development of transport in developin..~
countries. It would, if requested, also undertake doc­
umentation studies for any of the agencies within the
United Nations system, and place its experts at their
disposal for field missions, if required. The operating
cost of the proposed centre, when fully developed, was
estimated at $660,400 a year (E/49641Add.2).

161. Sixteen United Nations organizations con­
cerned with transport questions had commented on the
draft proposal for the establishment of the centre. One of
them, ICAO, expressed opposition to it on the grounds
of possible duplication of activities, and two others,
ECE and UNCTAD, indicated reservations as to the
justification of the proposed centre. The remaining
organizations either supported the proposal or requested
that the work of the proposed centre be carried out
in co~operation with them.

162. The Committee for Progamme and Co-ordina­
tion at its eighth session examined the proposal for
the establishment of the centre and recommended that
the matter be considered by the Council in the light
of the debate in the Committee and taking into account
the full competence of the regional economic commis-

8 E/SR.1741, 1751, 1752, 1757, 1759, 1760.



D. Preparation for the United Nations/IMCO
Conference on International Container Traffic

169. The Council considered item 9 (b) of the
agenda of its fiftieth session (Preparation for the United
Nations/IMCO Conference on International Contain.er
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Traffic) at its 1747th-1749th, 1751st, 1755th, 1757th
and 1760th meetings.10

170. It had before it a note by the Secretary-General
on the preparation of the Conference (E/4963), an
extract (E/L.1380) from. the report of the UNCTAD
Committee on Shipping on its fifth session and a cable
from IMCO (E/L.1388) concerning a resolution
adopted by the UNCTAD Shipping Committee.

171. During the discussion, members of the Council
reiterated their support for the decision taken by the
Council at its resumed forty-eighth sessionll to convene
the United Nations/IMCO Container Conference. Many
representatives stressed the need to ensure that the
developing countries should benefit from the develop­
ment of containerization. The hope was expressed
that as many of them as possible would attend the Con­
ference. One representative questioned the inclusion of
the proposed draft Convention on the International
Combined Transport of Goods (TCM) among the
topics to be discussed at the Conference, since that
draft was not specifically related to the problems of
containerization and covered a much broader issue in
such a manner that no reference was made to con­
tainers or container traffic. Some representatives
expressed their apprehension that the proposed
draft convention would tend to favour industri­
alized countries over developing countries, but
others maintained that a careful study of the draft
convention would show that it would be advantageous to
the developing countries. There was general agreement
that a study should be undertaken on the economic im­
plications, in particular for developing countries, of the
proposed convention, as recommended by the UNCTAD
Committee on Shipping (E/L.1380). On the one hand,
the view was expressed that such a study should be com­
pleted in time to allow the draft convention to be con­
sidered by the Conference; on the other, it was pointed
out that too strict a time limit would be bound to affect
the quality and scope of the study and that in any
event further consideration of the draft should proceed
separately from the Conference itself. There was broad
support for the establishment of a small intergovern­
mental preparatory group for the Conference.

172. At the 1749th meeting, the representative of
Brazil, on behalf also of India,12 introduced a draft
resolution (E/L.1391 ). Several delc\gatiolls questioned
whether it was appropriate, under rule 75 of the rules
of procedure, for an observer to co-sponsor a draft res­
olution. Following a decision by the Council, a legal
opinion on the matter was given by a representative of
the Legal Office of the United Nations Secretariat.

173. At the 1751st meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom introduced amendments (El
L.1393) to the draft resolution. The representative of
the United States of America orally proposed two
amendments to the draft resolution, which had been
revised by the sponsors (E/L.1391/Rev.l) and in
which Chile had joined as a co-sponsor.12 The amend­
ments of the United States of America were accepted
by the sponsors and incorporated into a new revised
text (B/L.1391/Rev.2), of which the United States of
America became a sponsor. The representative of the
United Kingdom withdrew those of his amendments
which had been covered by the revision and introduced

10 E/SR.1747-1749, 1751, 1755, 1757, 1760.
11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Re­

sumed Forty-eighth Session, Supplement lA, "Other decisions".
12 Under rule 75 of the rules of procedure.
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sions and the appropriate specialized agencies in their
:tespective fields of action.

163. As requested by the Council at its 1741st
meeting, .a revised version of the proposal was pre­
sented by the Secretary-General (El49641Add.3). It
called for a clearing-house operation on transport re­
search and experience in the fields of inland and com­
bined (intermodal) transport. It was estimated that
after the centre's functions had been fully developed,
the cost would be lowered to $557,900 a year.

164. During the debate, the Council found itself
divided on the proposed centre. A number of repre­
sentatives spoke in favour of the revised proposal, con­
sidering the centre to be an effective means of assisting
the developing countries in their transport development
efforts, Others expressed either hesitation or strong
objection with. regard to the justification of the centre
on the grounds of economy and possible duplication
of effort. Between the positions of support and opposi­
tion~ many representatives favoured a middle course.

165. At the 1759th meeting, the representative of
Brazil, on behalf also of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Kenya, the Sudan, Tunisia and Yugoslavia,
introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1401) under which
the Council would decide to set up a centre with the
terms of reference defined in document E/49641
Add.3, to be built up in not more than three years.
The representlltive of the United States of America
introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1397) in accordance
with which the Council would ( 1) express the belief
that the purposes could be achieved, at least initially,
without the establishment of a separate centre; and (2)
request the Secretary-General to develop the activities
outlined in document El49641Add.3 within the Depart­
ment of Economic and Social Affairs over the next
few years as budgetary and/or extrabudgetary resources
became available for the purpose, and report to the
Council at its fifty-fourth session on the progress in
the implementation of the task.

166. As observed by one representative, the spon­
sors of both draft resolutions had agreed that there was
a need for more systematic evaluation and dissemina­
tion of the results of research and operational experience
regarding transport planning as well as technology and
economics of inland and intermodal transport, to assist
the developing countries.

167. The representative of Greece moved, in accor­
dance with rule 66 of the rules of procedure, that the
Council take no decision on the two draft resolutions.
The motion was carried by 12 votes to 9, with 6 abs­
tentions.

168. At the 1772nd meeting, during the discussion
on the provisional agenda for the fifty-first session of
the Council, it was proposed that the question of the
establishment of a transport documentation centre be
included in the list of items. Some representatives were
opposed to the suggestion. After a short debate, the
Council agreed that the question of the establishment
of a transport economics and technology documenta­
tion centre should be placed on the provisional agenda
of the fifty-second session of the Council.
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a revised text (E/L.1393/Rev.1 ), which contained two
amendments. The first proposed the addition of a new
preambular paragraph in which the Council would note
further that the Legal Committee of IMCO had sug­
gested that any study on the economic implications of
the proposed TCM Convention should be completed
and distributed by November 1971.
The second amendment proposed the addition of a
new paragraph after operative paragraph 6 stating that
the Council considered that the study should be com­
pleted in sufficient time to allow for further considera­
tion of the proposed TCM Convention in connexion
with the preparations for the Conference.

174. The United Kingdom amendments (E/L.1393/
Rev.1) were rejected by 9 votes to 8, with 3 absten­
tions.

175. The representative of the USSR introduced an
amendment (E/L.1398) to the draft resolution (E/
L.1391/Rev.2) to the effect that operative paragraph
6 should be replaced by the following text:

"Requests also that the Secretary-General, in close
co-operation with UNCTAD, the regional economic
commissions and UNESOB, and in consultation with
IMCO, prepare a study on the economic implica­
tions, in particular for developing countries, of the
proposed TCM Convention, such study to be con­
ducted:

" (a) With the assistance of experts, after ascer­
taining the views of Governments of Members States
on those aspects and questions which in their view
require clarification;

" (b) On condition that this study does not entail
the exclusion from the future agenda of the United
Nations/IMCO Container Conference of the ques­
tion of the proposed TCM Convention."
176. At the 1757th meeting, the amendment was

rejected by 8 votes to 7, with 3 abstentions.
177. The Council then adopted the draft resolution

(E/L.1391/Rev.2) by 19 votes to 2 (for the text, see
paragraph 184 below).

178. With regard to the right of observers to co­
sponsor draft resolutions, no act.ion was taken by
the Council on a draft decision presented by Brazil,
Ghana and Yugoslavia (E/L.1394) by which the
Council, in accordance with the statement of the repre­
sentative of the Legal Office of the United Nations
Secretariat, would accept Chile and India as co­
sponsors of the draft resolution contained in document
E/L.1391. Some representatives reaffirmed their posi­
tion that the submission of the draft resolution had
given rise to a violation of the rules of procedure.
It was also stated that that particular case should not
be interpreted as a precedent. Others maintained that
co-sponsorship of draft resolutions by non-members of
the Council fell within the purview of rule 75 of the
Council's rules of procedure.

179. At the 1760th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom, on behalf also of France ~nd

the United States of America, introduced a draft
resolution (E/L.1402) by which the Council would
decide that all States Members of the United Nations
or members of the specialized agencies or of IAEA
and, in an advisory capacity, the specialized agencies
and also, as observers, interested intergovernmental
organizations having consultative status with the
Council or having such status or special working
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arrangements which IMCO should be invited to the
Conference\

180. The representative of the Sudan, on behalf
also of Hungary, the USSR and Yugoslavia, introduced
a draft resolution (E/L.1405) under which the Coun­
cil would have invited all States to the Conference.

181. The representative of Ceylon introduced two
oral amendments to the draft resolution contained in
E/L.1402, the first of which called for the deletion
of the words "Members of the United Nations or
members of the specialized agencies or of the Inter­
national Atomic Energy Agency", and the second,
for the addition of the words "the International Atomic
Energy Agency" after the words "and in an advisory
capacity, the specialized agencies,".

182. The draft resolution contained in document
E/L.1405 was withdrawn by the sponsors.

183. The second amendment submitted by Ceylon,
relating to IAEA, was incorporated by the sponsors
into the text of the draft resolution (E/L.1402).
The first amendment submitted by Ceylon was rejected
by 13 votes to 6, with 7 abstentions. The draft reso­
lution (E/L.1402) as a whole, as revised by the
sponsors, was adopted by 19 votes to 3, with 4
abstentions (for the· text, see paragraph 185 below).

184. In resolution 1568 (L), the Council (1)
agreed that the Conference on International Container
Traffic should begin at Geneva on 13 November 1972
and that it should not extend beyond five weeks; (2)
stressed that the Conference should have its scope
limited to the international aspects of containerization,
including in particular those international aspects
related to combined transport and its requirements,
and that that scope should not comprehend over-all
transport control; (3) stressed further that the Con­
ference should have as its guiding principle the devel­
opment and facilitation of container traffic on a global
basis while safeguarding the interests of the developing
countries; (4) requested the Secretary-General to
ascertain the views of Governments of Member States
as to their priorities for the Conference from among
the topics and areas of action referred to in the
decision of the Council at its forty-eighth session;
(5) requested further that a small intergovernmental
preparatory group, half of whose members should be
designated by the President of the Economic and
Social Council and the other half by the Chairman
of the Council of IMCO, with due regard to geogra­
phical representation, be convened as early as prac­
ticable to review the responses of Governments and
propose a specific provisional agenda to the Economic
and Social Council; (6) requested also that the Secre­
tary-General, in close co-operation with UNCTAD,
the regional economic commissions and UNESOB, and
in consultation with !MCO, prepare a study on the
economic implications, in particular for developing
countries, of the proposed TCM Convention, such
study to be conducted with the assistance of experts,
after ascertaining the views of Governments of Mem­
ber States on those aspects and questions which in
their view required clarification; (7) requested also
that the Secretary-General distribute the study to the
Governments of Member States as soon as it was
available; and (8) invited the UNCTAD Committee
on Shipping, the regional economic commissions,
UNESOB and IMCO to review the matter in the light
of the results of the study in order to consider whether
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the draft TCM Convention or alternative proposals
were ready for international consideration.

185. In resolution 1569 (L), the Council decided
that all States Members of the United Nations or
members of specialized agencies or of IAEA and, in
an advisory capacity, the specialized agencies and
lAEA, and also, as observers, interested intergovern­
mental organizations and interested non-governmental
organizations having consultative status with the Coun­
cil or having such status or special working arrange­
ments with IMCO should be invited to the Con­
ference.

E. Accession of the Republic of Korea to the
United Nations Convention on Road Traffic of
19 September 1949

186. The Council considered item 19 of the agenda
of its fiftieth session (Accession of the Republic of
Korea to the Convention on Road Traffic of 19 Sep­
tember 1949) at its 1742nd meeting.IS It had before it
a note by the Secretary-General (El4972) in which
the Council's attention was drawn to a communication
from the Government of the Republic of Korea, dated
16 February 1971, expressing the wish to accede to
the Convention on Road Traffic.

187, The representative of New Zealand introduced
a draft resolution (E/L.1383) by which the Council
would declare th~t the Republic of Korea was eligible
to accede to the Convention on Road Traffic.

188. Some representatives considered that the ques­
tion was of a political rather than a technical nature.
It would constitute a violation of international law if
the Council were to declare that the Republic of
Korea could accede to the Convention, since the au­
thorities in the southern part of Korea did not have
the right to assume international obligations on behalf
of the Korean people.

189. Several representatives expressed the view that
~e Republic of Korea met the conditions required for
accession to the Convention and recalled that, pre­
viously, the Council, in two similar instances, had
takeu a positive decision. Some of those representatives
were of the opinion that the question at issue was that
of accession to a convention of an essentially tec1:lJ11cal
nature on conditions set out in the Convention itself.
Therefore, the Council should confine itself to the
consideration of the technical aspect of the problem.
One representative observed that the General Assembly,
through resolution 195 (Ill), had recognized that the

13 E/SR.1742.
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Government of the Republic of Korea was the only
lawful government in Korea.

190. The draft resolution was adopted by 16 votes
to 5, with 4 abstentions.

191. In that resolution (1563 (L» the Council
d.eclared that the Republic of Korea was eligible to
accede to the Convention on Road Traffic.

Fo International co-operation in cartography

192. The Council considered item 8 (b) of the
agenda of its fiftieth session (International co-opera­
tion in cartography) at its 1758th and 1762nd meet­
ingS.14 It had before it the relevant part of the report
of the Committee on Natural Resources on its
first session (E/4969,15 paras. 144-147) and the re­
port of the Secretary-General on the Sixth United
Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia
and the Far East (E/4943).

193. At the 1762nd meeting the representative of
New Zealand, on behalf also of Indonesia and Malaysia,
introduced and orally revised a draft resolution
(E/L.1406) on international co-operation in cartog­
raphy.

194. Some representatives expressed their regret
that the draft resolution, through its request to the
Secretary-General for the sending of invitations to
Governments of States Members of the United Nations
or members of specialized agencies, would exclude
certain Asian countries from participating in the Con­
ference.

195. The revised draft resolution was adopted by
the Council at its 1762nd meeting by 22 votes to 2.

196. In the resolution (1570 (L)) the Council
( 1) requested the Secretary-General to make the
necessary arrangements, in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 2609 (XXIV) of 16 Decem­
ber 1969, and to convene the Seventh United Nations
Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the
Far East in Japan in the second half of 1973, including
the sending of invitations to Governments of States
Members of the United Nations or members of spe­
cialized agencies and to the specialized agencies con­
cerned and other interested international organiza­
tions; and (2) further requested the Secretary-General
to take practical measures for the implementation, as
appropriate, of the recommendations of the Sixth United
Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia
and the Far East.

14 E/SR.1758, 1762.
15 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 6.
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Chapter VIII

OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT*
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A. Uni~ed Nation8 Development Programme**

197. 'I'he Council considered item 8 (a) of the
agenda of its fifty-first session (United Nations De­
velopment Programme). at its 1788th to 179~nd
meetings.1 It had before It the reports of the Govermng
Council of UNDP on its eleventh and twelfth sessions
(B/4954 and Corr.l and E/5043 respectively).2

198. Introducing the reports, the Deputy Admin­
i3trator of UNDP stated that the United. Nations was
well on the way towards the achievement of a cohe­
rent and effective United Nations development system.
The growth of the development effo~s of the United
Nations system had been made possIble by the sub­
stantial strengthening of the fiel~ work ~f th~ co­
operating agencies and the Umted N atI~ns Itself.
During the past 18 months both the Governmg Coun­
cil and the administration of UNDP had been engaged
in a thorough review of the administrative capacity of
the United Nations system to carry out a greatly
enlarged programme of development activities. At the
eleventh and twelfth sessions of the Governing Coun­
cil the administration's recommendations for im­
pl~menting the consensus of the Governing Council at
its tenth sessionS had been examined and largely
approved. Putting the decisions of the Governing Coun­
cil into effect, the organization at Headquarters had
been restructured with the establishment of the:iix
new bureaux. The role of the resident representative,
whose original title was being retained, had been
enlarged as regards both project selection and moni­
toring performance, and evaluation of results and
approaches. The resident representative had been and
would be called also to play an important role in
assistance in cases of natural disaster. As regards over­
all progress, the following questions remained to be
decided upon: the criteria for establishing indicative
planning figures, the codified UNDP statute, resp~n­

sibility for custody of UNDP funds, and the AdmlD­
istrator's authority for approving projects on an interim
basis.

199. The Governing Council had also streamlined
some of its own methods of work. The Interagency
Consultative Board, with an enhanced policy interest,
would continue to advise the Administrator on his
conduct of the Progra~me. A proposal for .enlar~ing
the Governing CouncIl was under conSIderatIOn.
Despite the fact that the Governing Council had been
largely concerned with review problems, UNDP had

* Item on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth ses-
sion of the General Assembly. .

** Subitem on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sIxth
session of the General Assembly.

1 E/SR.1788-1792. ..
2 Official Records of the Economic and Soclal Councll,

Fifty-first Session, Supplements Nos. 6 and 6A. .
3 For the text of the consensus, se\~ CouncIl resolution

1530 (XLIX), annex.
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implemented the largest programme in its history in
1971. Some 8,800 experts had been engaged in
3,500 projects which had been in progress in 1970 in
130 countries. A number of UNDP projects w~re

ccncerned with the problems of population, employ­
ment, education, health, protein, youth, housing, human
environment, production and transfer of science and
technology, the green revolution, export promotion
and assistance in the administration of trade prefer­
ences) promotion of new industries, nuclear tech­
nology, satellites and mass communications, and the
uses of computers in management. The activities of
U:NDP were thus profoundly relevant to implementa­
tion of the International Development Strategy. The
increase of delivery capacity called for increased con­
tributions. The desired annual goal of $500 million in
pledges by mid Decade could be reached only if there
was a sharp over-all increase in contributions.

200. The Deputy Administrator stressed that the
work of UNDP within the United Nations develop­
ment system was complementary to the vital and
primary role of the United Nations in peace-keeping
and global security.

201. Referring to some of the points mentioned
by the Deputy Administrator, the President of ."he
Governing Council for 1971 further stresRPrJ the Im­
portance of decentralization in the reorf ~lzation of
UNDP and of close consultation witl' ~)gio1Jlal and
subregional organizations in the Unite<.t ~ati?ns sys­
tem in particular with the regional p(' aomIC com-

, '" . hmissions. He commended the arrange ..;nts mac~ WIt
FAO for the assignment of Senior\gricult"Jral Ad­
visers/FAO Country Representatives ~Ul uclect. d UNDP
field offices. He also pointe( 1t that the setting-up
of a budgetary and finance { .!m~ttee ~ mId make. it
possible to uncertake, in CO-(tlOn WIth the admIn­
istration, an in-depth analysis oi le budget est~ates

for administrative and program ~ support servIces,
as well as other matters related ",0 the financial man­
agement of the tota~" Ji.ogramme. Expressing his regret
that the rate of inc 2ase in resources in 1970 had been
lower than that in 1969, he stated that the Governing
Council had urged Governments to increase their
financial contributions to the Programme.

202. The representatives who took part in the
discussion expressed their satisfaction at the restruc­
turing of UNDA J that was in progress at Headquarters
and their hope that the challenges of the current
transitional period would be met so that a speedy
implementation of the provisions of the consensus
would contribute to the success of the Second Devel­
opment Decade. UNDP would thereby be enabled to
handle effectively twice its current resources. They
stressed the importance of country programming and
the role beneficiary Governments would have to play
in that process with the assistance of the resident
representatives.
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Indonesia,
Malaysia,
Uruguay,

203. Many representatives were in favour of en- Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and
larging the Governing Council. The view was however Northern Ireland.
expressed that it would be necessary to wait until Abstaining: Hungary, Norway, Union of Soviet So-
the Governing Council had studied the question more cialist Republics, United States of America.
thoroughly. Some representatives felt that in deciding 208. At the 1789th meeting, a draft resolution on
on its future size and composition the Governing Coun- projects in the field of industrial development was in-
cil should take account of the proposals for the pos- troduced by the representative of Brazil, on behalf also
sible enlargement of the Economic and Social Council. of Kenya, Pakistan, the USSR and Yugoslavia (El

204. Several representatives stressed the need to L.1444). Haiti, Hungary and the Sudan later joined
give special consideration to the least developed among as sponsors. Amendments to the draft resolution were
the developing countries in establishing indicative plan- submitted by Madagascar (E/L.1448), the United
ning figures and in providing a8sistance adapted to their Kingdom and the United States of America (El
particular needs. The arrangem'~nts between UNDP L.1449). The amendments were withdrawn after the
and FAO for the assignment of 'agricultural advisers in sponsors had made a number of revisions in '(heir draft
the field were welcomed. Many representatives hoped resolution. The revised draft resolution (E/L.14441
that more projects could be entrusted to UNCTAD. Rev.1), as orally revised, was adopted unaniinously
They also referred to the relatively small number of in- (for the text, see paragraph 216 below).
dUStlial projects and the low level of participation by 209. At the 1791st meeting, the representative of
UNIDO in the Programme. One representative ob- Brazil introduced a draft resolution regarding financial
served that the Inter-Agency Consulltative Board should contributions to UNDP (E/L.1447 and Corr.1). The
not llJltervene in the distribution or resources or in the text was orally revised to include suggestions made
drawing up of assistance policies, which were the pre- during the discussion. At the request of France, the
rogative of Governments and of the Governing Coun- Council voted separately on operative paragraph 1 of
cil. Further, any reorganization of the UNDP admin- the revised draft resolution. At the request of Brazil,
istration should be carried out without incurring any the votes were taken by roll call. The Council adopted
additional administrative costs, and the improvement paragraph 1 by 16 votes to 4, with 7 abstentions. The
of the UNDP machinery should be based on the prin- voting was as follows:
ciple of equitable geographical distribution. Ap.other In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Ghana,
representative emphasized the need to harmonize the Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar,
activities of the regional bureaux and expressed the Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia,
view that the specialized agencies should co-operate Yugoslavia.
fully in the implementation of projects and receive
remuneration corresponding to their actual expenses. Against: France, Italy, United Kingdom of Great
He considered it inconceivable that the Governing Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Amer-
Council should merely approve, without adequate sup- ica.
parting evidence, the proposals made wJlth regard to Abstaining: Congo (Democratic Republic of),
the country programmes. Greece, Haiti, Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics.
205. Another representative considered that the

regionai economic commissions should play a more 210. The Council adopted operative paragraph 2
direct role in the formulation of country programmes. by 20 votes to none, with 7 abstentions. The voting
It was also stated that the Development Support In- was as follows:
formation Service should be co-ordinated with other In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Ghana, Haiti, Hungary,
information services, in particular the Centre for Eco- Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar,
nomic and Social Information. Concern was expressed Malaysia, Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, Union
that contributions to UNDP for 1971 had fallen short of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America,
of the minimnm annual increase envisaged in the Ur.ug'Jay, YugoslaviQ.
consensus. Against: None.

206. At the 1788th meeting, a draft resolution Abstaining: Congo (Democratic Republic of),
entitled "Special advisory services on natural resources" France, Greece, Italy, Norway, New Zealand, United
(E/L.1439) was introduced by the representative of Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Kenya, on behalf also of the Democratic Republic of 211. By a roll-call vote requested by Brazil, the
the Congo, Indonesia, Jamaica, Pakistal1l and Yugo- Council adapted the draft resolution as a whole, as
slavia. The draft resolution was revised twice in an orally revisett, by 17 votes to 4, with 6 abstentions (for
effort to meet various points raised by slev'eral repre- the text, see paragraph 214 below). The voting was as
sentatives during the discussion. At the 1790th meet- follows:
in!=.. amendments to the first revision of the draft reso- In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia,
lution (E/L.1439/Rev.1) were submitt~~d by the Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, l\ladagascar, Malay~ia,
United States of America (ElL. 1445) and France Niger, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, Uruguay~
(B/L.1450). Those a'11endments were later withdrawn. Yugoslavia.

207.. By a roll-cat: .vote taken at the 1792nd meet- Against: France, Italy, United Kingdom of Great
ing at the requ~st of Kenya, the Council adopted the Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
re~Jsed draft l\')\Jiul,Jn (ElL.1439/Rev.2) , by 16 America.
votes to 1, with 4 abstentions (for the text, see para- Abstaining: Congo (Democratic Republic of),
graph 215 below). The voting was as follows: Greece, Hungary, New Zealand, Norway, Union of

In favour: Brazil, France, Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Soviet Socialist Republics.
Indonesia, Italy, Kenya, Lebanon, Madaga8car, Malay- 212. At· the 1790th meetiag, on the proposal of
sia, New Zealand, Niger, Pakistan, Sudan, Yugoslavia. the President, the Council adopted, without objection,
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a draft resolution regarding the reports of the Govern­
ing Council on its eleventh and twelfth sessions (El
4954 and Corr.l and E/5043 respectively) (for the
text, see paragraph 213 below).

213. In resolution 1613 (LI), the Council took
note of the reports of the Governing Council of UNDP
on its eleventh and twelfth sessions (E/4954 aad
Corr.l and E/5043).2

214. In resolution 1615 (Ll), concerning financial
co;... vibutions to the United Nations Development Pro­
gramme, the Council ( 1) requested the Governing
Council of UNDP to review at the first possible op­
portunity the planning estimates on which the indica­
tive planning figures as approved by it were based,
in order to attain the goal of the doubling of the re­
sources of the Programme during the next five years,
thus imparting a real meaning to the concept of coun­
try programming on a long-term dynamic basis; and
(2) urged Governments to inc{ease their financial
contributions to the Programme so as to enable it to
use as fully as possible its improved capacity t.., assist
developing countries in reaching the objecti~(es of the
Second United Nations Deve:Lopment Decade.

215. In resolution 1616 (LI) concerning special
natural resources advisory services, the Council (1)
urged all the parties to whom the implementation of
Council resolution 1572 B (L) had been assigned, to
implement forthwith all provisions of the resolution as
stipulated, taking into account, when appropriate, the
results of the joint study referred to in paragraph 2
below; and (2) welcomed the proposal of the Govern-­
ing Council of UNDP for a joint study, by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Ad­
ministrator of the Programme, of short-term special
advisory services in other fields or of various separate
advisory services, all based on the principles of speedy
action in response to Government requests, of efficiency
in usini; all existing high-level expertise and in mini­
mizing costs to developing countries, and of full consul­
tation with the Governments involved in each case.

216. In resolution 1617 (LI), concerning UNDP
projects in the field of industrial development, the
Council (1) requested the G.. · ~-ning Council of the
United Nations Development PH.1l5iamme to instruct the
Administrator of the Programme: (a) to give, in ac­
cordance with the priorities assigned by the develop­
ing countries, special attention to requests submitted
by them, in the field of industrial development, includ­
ing requests for industrial technological development
and industrial pilot projects; (b) to present to the
Governing Council at its summer session each year a
comprehensive progress report on the preparation,
approval and implementation of projects in the field of
industrial development; and (2) further requested the
Governing Council to give due consideration, during
its summer session each year, to the report referred
to above.

B. United Nations Capital Development Fund**
217. The council considered item 8 (b) of the

age:nda of its fifty-first session (United Nations Capital
Development Fund) at its 1788th to 1792nd meet­
ings.1 It had before it chapter VIII of the report cf
the Governing Council of UNDP on its eleventh ses­
sion (E/4954 and Corr.l) and chapter IX of the re­
port of the Governing Council on its twelfth session
(E/5043).2

218. Several representatives expressed regret at
the lack of success in the work of the United Nations
Capital Development Fund, which they attributed to
insufficient contributions, and voiced the hope for
increased contributions as a demonstration of greater
faith in the objectives of t.~e Fund. The hope was also
expreLcied that, in accordance with General Assembly
re~'JluHon 2690 (XXV), suggestions would be made
ff,! str.engthening the Fund and that the report of the
Adminif.ltrator of UNDP to the Governing Council at
its thirteenth session would show more positive results.

c. Technical cOlaoperation activities undertaken
by the Secretary-General**

219. The Council considered item 8 (c) of the
agenda of its fifty-first session (Technical co-operation
activities undertaken by the Secretary-General) at its
1788th and 1789th n:~etings.4 It had before it chapter
VII of the report of ·the Governing Council of UNDP
oD. its eleventh session (E/4954 and Corr.l) and chap­
ter VIII of the report of the Governing Council on
its twelfth session (E/5043 ).2

220. The Commissioner for Technical Co-operation
drew the Council's attention to some of the specific
United Nations technical co-operation programme
achievements during 1970. He also reviewed the
progress being made in implementing the new guidelines
for the United Nations regular programme, which had
been established by the Governing Council of UNDP
in 1969 and Subsequently approved by the Economic
and Social Council (resolution 1530 (XLIX» and
endorsed by the General Assembly (resolution 2688
(XXV) ). He gave the details of the new profile for
the regular programme which would emerge for 1972
and beyo,Jd.

221. The Commissioner noted that in the spirit of
the recommendations of the Committee for Develop­
ment Planning and the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade, the projects which were being planned in
close coll::.tboration with Governments and resident
representatives of UNDP for inclusion in the regular
programmo from 1972 onwards, were intended to as­
sist the least developed among the developing coun­
tries and thereby serve as catalysts for accelerated eco­
nomic and social progress. He also outlined the action
being taken by the Secretary-General to make an
effective contribution to country programming. Steps
had been taken to bring about better co-ordination of
efforts among the relevant substantive divisions of the
Secretariat to improve the information system and
generally to cope with the additional responsibilities
involved in the new country programming approach.
An effort was being made to make programttling an
integral part of the responsibilities of United Nations
personnel concerned with technical co-operation activi­
ties, with a view to considering the problems of each
country over a period of time and within the ov:.>r-all
framework of its development objectives rather than
on an ad hoc, compartmentalized basis, as had been
the case in the past.

222. The Commissioner also referred to the ques­
tion of the establishment of special natural resources
advisory services (Council resolution 1572 B (L»,
which related to agenda item 8 (a). G

4 E/SR.1788, 1789.
5 See section A above.
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I223. The Governing Council had not responded
directly to the request addressed to it in resolution1572 B (L). Rather, it had recommendedG that the
Economic and Social Council postpone considerationof the item until its fifty-second session pendiI11 :xami­
nation of a comprehensive report which it wisned the
Secretary-General and the Administrator of UNDPto prepare on the special .uatural resources advisory
services and similar systems of short-term expert as­
signments in other areas of activity, taking into account
the ideas and views expressed by members of the Go'V­erning Council.

224. The Commissioner indicated that the Secre­
tary-General required guidance from the Economic andSocial Council as to whether he should continue in his
endeavour to introduce those advisory services as bebad been instructed in the resolution to' do while he
was preparing, with the Administrator, a comprehen­sive report called for by the Governing Council, or
whether he should suspend his efforts to establish suchadvisory services.

225. During the discussion, many representatives
expressed their appreciation of the statement made bythe Commissioner for Technical Co-operation and the
new approach that was being taken with a view to im­proving the value of the United Nations regular pro­
gramme to the developing countries. One representa­
tive considered the regular programme vital in char­acter and felt it should be used to provide assistance
to all developing countries. Another member reaffirmedhis Government's position that the regular programme
should be transferred to UNDP and should be financed
from voluntary contributions.

D. United Nations Volunteers programme**
226. The Council considered item 8 (d) of theagenda of its fifty-first session (United Nations Volun­

teers programme) at its 1788th to 1790th and 1792nd
meetings.7 It had before it the report of the Secretary­
General and the Administrator of UNDP (E/5028)submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolution2659 (XXV), 'rnd a statement submitted by the inter­
national Student Movement for the United Nations
(E/C.2/740), a non-governmental organization in cat­
egory 11 consultative status.

227. The Co-ordinator of the United Nations Volun..
teers programme introduced the report of the Secre­tary-General (E/5028) and outlined the progress
achieved during the very short time; since the incep­
tion of the United Nations Volunteers. He stated thatthe initial difficulties had been overcome and the sup­
port of those mostly interested in tt l)uccess of the
prDgrame secured. Since under the terms of referenceof General Assembly resolution 2659 (XXV), the
United Nations Volunteers were to operate within theframework of United Nations assistance projects, it
was important that the specialized age~cies should co­
ordinate the work of volunteers supplied by bilateral
agreement with th03e of the United Nations. In viewof the complexities of the programme, experience had
shown that it was not practicable to wait for requests
from Governments and that it would be useful to offer
the services of the programme to interested Govern­ments in order that they might identify the projects

6 See Official Ret:ords 0/ the Economic and Social Council,Fifty-first session, Supplement No. 6A, para. 259.
7 E/SR.1788-1790, 1792.
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in which Volunteers would be most useful to them.
The Co-ordinator also expressed conCern that someof the least developed countries felt it would be diffi­
cult for them to pay the local costs of the Volunteers
whose services they had requested, and yet it was inthose countries that the need for Volunteers was most
acute. Finally, the Co-ordinator conveyed his apprecia­tion to the countries that had contributed to the Special
Voluntary Fund.

228. The Secretary-General of the InternationalSecretariat for Volunteer Service observed that the
conclusion of an agreement for co-operation betweenISVS and the United N~tions Volunteers could assist
the development efforts of thousands of developing com­
munities throughout the world through the participa­tion of young people.

229. Many representatives reiterated their support
for the United Nations Volunteers programme and wel­
comed the progress made since its inception, in par­ticular the fact that arrangements were under way to
send Volunteers to six countries. In their view, theprogramme offered an opportunity to young peoplethroughout the world to contribute to the efforts bl;ing
undertaken to accelerate the economic and social prog­
ress of the developing countries and to promote a betterunderstanding among peoples. It was pointed out that
a number of developing countries and in particular
the least developed among them, would have difficultyin meeting the local costs of the programme. In such
cases it would be appropriate for the Administrator
of UNDP to waive the local costs. Some delegationsstressed tbat the success of the Volunteers depended
on the support of Governments and endorsed the appealof the Administrator of UNDP for voluntary contribu­
tions. Some representatives were of the opinion thatthe United Nations Volunteers programme should be
located at Geneva. One representative stated that from
the outset his Government had had doubts about the
need to set up a United Nations Volunteers programme
and was not convinced that a small group of Volunteerscould make any substantial contribution to the devel­
opment of developing countries. Another representa­tive had reservations about the establishment of the
Special Fund for United Nations Volunteers and was
reluctant to increase the number of such special funds.

230. At the 1790th meeting, on the proposal of
the President, the Council adopted without objectiona draft resolution regarding the report of the Secretary­
General (E/5028) (for the text, see paragraph 232bdow).

231. At the 1792nd meeting, the representative of
Pakistan introduced a revised draft resolution (E/
L.1446/Rev.l) which Kenya and Lebanon joined in\Sponsoring. During the discussion, the draft resolution
was further revised orally. The Council adopted opera­
tive paragraph 3 of the revised draft resolution, on a
separate vote requested by Norway, by 17 votes tonone, with 10 abstentions. It adopted the draft resolu­
tion as a whole, as orally revised, by 23 vofes to nOlle,
with 4 abstentions (for the text, see paragraph 233below).

232. In resolution 1614 (LI), the Council took note
of the report of the Secretary-General on the United
Nations Volunteers programme (B/5028) and trans­
mitted it to thl} General Assembly at its twenty-sixth
session.

233. By resolution 1618 (LI), trc Council (1)
commended the efforts of the Administrator of UNDP
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F. Repol'~of the Executive Board of the
United Nations Children's Fund

238. The Economic Committee considered item
8 (e) of the agenda of the Council's fifty-first ses­
sion (Report of the Executive Board of the United
Nations Children's Fund) at its 531st meeting.11 It
had before it the report of the Executive Board of
UNICEF (E/5035)l2 on its 1971 session held at
Geneva from 13 to 29 April 1971.

239. Introducing the report, the Chairmau of the
Executive Board reminded the Committee that
UNICEF had celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary dur­
ing the Board's session. He emphasized the interrela­
tionship between economic and social development and
stressed that the Fund's services to the children and
young people of today were a major assurance of eco­
nomic development in the future.

240. Describing the proposed participation of
UNICEF ill the International Development Strategy for
the Second United Nations Development Decude, he
stated that during that Decade the proportion of chil­
dren and adolescents in the populations of the
UNICEF-assisted countries was expected to rise by a
further 30 per cent from the present figure of 45 per
cent. By applying its country approach to the planning
and implementation of its programmes and projects,
UNICEF intended to participate fully in the system of
country programming currently being developed under
the leadership of UNDP.

241. In the course of his review, t1}e Chairman of
the Board gave information concerning the Fund's pol­
icy and the Board's decisions in the fields of child
health (including family planning), education and
training, nutrition, the special needs of the vulnerable
pre-school child, and the situation of children and
adolescents in slums, uncontrolled settlements and
shanty towns, in all of which close co-operation was
being maintained with the appropriate specialized agen­
cies.

242. The major investment of UNICEF continued
to be in the field of health services, where it took the
form of assistance in the development of basic health
services, training of national auxiliary and para-profes­
si! ,.Gal personnel, and the provision ot equipment and
supplies in addition to medicines and vaccines for a
wide range of children's diseases. Help in the field of
family planning was provided only at the request of
Governments, and with the sole object of improving
family life and welfare. Much of the Fundfs assistance
in that field had been made possible by grants from
the United Nation.s Fund for Population Activities.

243. The problem of malnutrition and dietary defi­
ciencies as it aff~cted children. was one of serious con­
cern to UNICEF; certain Governments did not seem
to realize what adverse effects malnutrition could have
on the physical and mental growth of the young child,
nor what a serious deterrent that could be to national
development. UNICEF was giving special attention to
the problem and to the provision of vitamin A, an

11 ElAC.6/SR.S31.
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council~

Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 8.

Intergovernmental Committee of the World Food Pro­
gramme and deferred, to its resumed fifty-first session,
the adoption of a resolution on the pledging target for
the World Food Programme for the period 1973-1974

E. Report of the United Nations/FAO Intergov­
ernmental Committee of the World Food
Programme

234. The Economic Committee considered item
8 (I) of the agenda of the fifty-first session of the
Council (Report of the United Nations/FAO Inter­
governmental Committee of the World Food Pro­
gramme) at its 536th meeting.s It had before it the
ninth annual report of the United Nat~ons/FAO Inter­
governmental Committee of the World Food Pro­
gramme, which covered the period 16 April 1970 to
6 April 1971 (E/5022).

235. Introducing the report, the Deputy Executive
Director of the ~rorld Food Programme gave a review
of the activities of the Programme in the past 12
month.s and outlined the current situation as regards
resources. He informed the Economic Committee that
the target of $300 million for the period 1971-1972 had
not been met. Consequently, although the Intergov­
ernmental Committee agreed with the Executive Direc­
tor's proposal that a target of $40q I?illion should b,e
set for the period 1973-1974 as realIstIC and even mod­
est in terms of the need for WFP ai.d, it was unable to
make a firm recommendation regarding the target and
decided to defer the matter until its twentieth session,
to be held in October 1971. The draft resolution which
the Intergovernmental Committee proposed for adop­
tion by the Economic and Social Council and the FAO
Council, and for approval by the General Assembly
and the Conference of FAO, therefore lacked a target
figure for the next biennium. There was clearly a need
for the Programme to reach a level of resources that
would allow not only for current commitments but
also for further expansion of the activities of the World
Food Programme.

236. Representatives who participated in the dis­
cussion expressed their support for the \Vorld Food
Programme and commended it for giving assistance in
emergency situations as well as for contributing towards
the implementation of projects in economic and social
development. Some representatives expressed the view
that the Programme could be substantially expanded,
and concurred with the view put forward by the In­
tergovernmental Committee that the target of $400
million for the period 1973-1974 was realistic.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

237" The Council at its 1793rd meeting,9 on the
recommendation of the Economic Committee (E/
5057),10 took note of the ninth annual report of the

8 ElAC.6/SR.536.
9 E/SR.1793.
10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 8.

and the Co-ordinator of the United Nations Volun­
teers in initiating the programme; (2) requested all
the specialized agencies and volunteer organizations
concerned to co-ordinate all volunteer activities within
the United Nations-assisted projects with the Co-ordi­
nator of the United Nations Volunteers; and (3) urged
Governments, international organizations and volun­
tary agencies, especially those that were in a position
to do so, to contribute to the Special Fund for United
Nations Volunteers, in order to m,~et the external costs
of Volunteers from developing countries and to make
the programme truly universal in scope.!..l ..
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inadequate intake of which was a cause of blindness in
many .otherwise healthy children in fr:' developing
countIles.

244. ltS main objective in the field of education was
curriculum reform in the primary schools and, to that
end, the training and retraining of teachers in new
methods and techniques. Help was also given through
the provision of school equipment for training and
demonstrations in schools and for the local production
of teaching aids, manuals and textbooks.

245. Training of national personnel was a central
feature of UNICEF aid in all fields; one third of the
Fund's resources was now being expended for that
purpose. Up to the end of 1970 no less than 746,000
p~rs~>ns h~d benefited !rom trai!1ing schemes, mostly
WIthm theIr own countnes or regiOns. .

246. Its aid in emergency situations was well known
and extensively appreciated, both in cases of natural
disaster and in situations such as the one that had ob­
tained in Nigeria and 1,he one that currently existed in
East Pakistan and the eastern States of India. UNICEF
would co-operate fully in any new system designed to
provide faster and expanded aid to deal with emer­
gencies of whatever kind.

247. The Fund's income had been steadily rising
in recent years. In 1970 it had amounted to $59.4
million, an increase of 26.4 per cent over the previous
year. Nevertheless, it still fell far short of the amount
required to meet the increasing needs of children and
adolescents. The Board had reaffirmed its decision to
aim at a target income of $100 million by 1975.

248. In the discussion in the Committee, several
representatives expressed their gratitude for the assis­
tance provided by UNICEF for the children of their
own countries. Some representatives thought it was not
advisable for UNICEF to extend its assistance to cate­
gories of young people beyond the age of childhood
and to undertake too wide a range of activities. One
re,presentative drew attention to the fall in the percen­
tage share of resources devoted to health measures.

249. The Chairman of the Board explained that
the help provided for children and adolescents was
usually limited to those under the age of 15. It did
not include all those participating in youth movements,
who were often much older than the age limit adopted.
The Chairman also explained that so far as assistance
to health projects was concerned, it was true that while
the percentage figure had declined somewhat, the actual
amount 6f money in"u:>lved was continuing to increase.

250. Some representatives doubted whether the
participation of UNICEF in educational projects was
appropriate to its objectives, but most of the speakers
approved of the development of aid in that field~ par­
ticularly as it was undertaken in association with
UNESCO and involved TIO duplication between the
two organizations. One representative welcomed the
decision to hold a full review of the Fund's educational
activities at the Executive Board meeting in 1972.

251. There was general approval of the increas~d

activity undertaken by UNICEF if! the field of family
planning, although a few representatives doubted 'JI!heth..
er that was an appropriate responsibility of the organi­
zation. They argued that population policy was a mat­
ter for national Governments, that the Fund's duty
was not to prevent children from being born but to
help and succour all those who were born. In reply,
it was explained that UNICEF did noi. attempt to

influence Governments in any way in the formulation
of, their population policies, that help was provided
only ~t t~e request of Governments, and that it was
supplIed m accordance with the technic:a1 advice of
WH<),. ~~ was recogniz~d. that parents had the sole re­
sponsIbIlIty for deternllD1ng the size of their families
and that the Fund's object was simply to help to ensur~
the health and welfare of mothers and existing children
and so encourage a satisfactory family life.

252. Several represe~tatives stressed the importance
of improving child nutrition, and the hope was ex­
pressed that UNICEF would be able to do more in
that field.

253. One representative drew attention to the ex­
~enditure of 7.7 per cent of resources on administra­
tn~e. costs, but wa.s sceptical about establishing arbitrary
~eilmgs and admItted that no objective criteria existed.
J:!,very effort should b~ made to operate UNICEF as
efficIent!y and economIcally as .possible and) many rep­
resentatIves agre~d, that was m fact being done. The
same representatIve welcomed the decision to review
the organization and operations of the Greeting Card
Fund and make sure that it was run on a sound com­
mercial basis.

25~. Another representative expressed the hope
th~t It would soon be possible to provide help for
chIldren ~f the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. It
was explamed by the Chairman of the Board that re­
sourc~s .had been earmarked for that purpose, that
negotIations had been going on through the League of
~ed Cross Soci~ties and thatt although those negotia­
tIons were provmg protracted, it was hoped that ar­
rangements could be made to help the children in the
not too distant future.

255. General approval was expressed of the Board's
reaffirmation of its aim of achieving a target figure for
income of $100 million by 1975, although several
repres.ent~tive~ expla!ned that their support for such
an objective dId not nnply any definite commitment on
the part of their Governments. One representative
doubted the ability of UNICEF to double its programme
of operations within four or five years. In reply it was
stated that, judging by unfulfilled requests, the doubling
of the volume of UNICEF aid was well within the cur­
rent effective demand. Moreover, such a development
would not place any substantial strain on other organi­
zations of the United Nations system.

256..General appreciation was expressed for the
help w~Ich UNICEF had provided and was continuing
to prOVIde for those sufferi.ng in emergency situations,
and for the longer-term aSSIstance planned for rehabili­
tation and reconstruction.

257. The ~epresentative of Norway, on behalf also
of the delegatIons of Indonesia, Peru and Yugoslavia
introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.426) o~
the report of the Executive Board. The Committee
adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

258. At its 1793rd meeting the Council unani­
mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Committee in its report (E/5056) .13

259. In that resolution (1619 (LI)), the Council
(1) endorsed the policies of the United Nations Chi!.,.
dren's Fund and commended its work as an important

13 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 8.
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element in furthering economic and social develop­
ment as well as in assisting countries whose children
suffered from natural and other disasters~ (2) requested
the Fund to continue and expand the assistance it was
providing to aid countries in the preparation of the

hUb £

younger generation for their future responsibilities; and
(3) appealed to the Governments of Member States
and other donors to make every effort to increase their
contributiaDS to the Fund, so as to enable it to reach
its target figure of $100 million by 1975.
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Chapter IX

FISCAL AND FINANCIAL MATIERS

••

260. The Economic Committee considered item 5
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-first session (Fiscal
and financial matters: (a) promotion of private foreign
investment in developing countries; (b) export credits
as a means of promoting exports from developing
countries; (c) tax reform planning; and (d) budget
policy and management) at its 534th to 537th meet­
ings.1 It had before it a report of the Secretary­
General on the promotion of private foreign investment
in developing countries for development financing (El
4996), a report of the Secretary-General on export
credits and export promotion in developing countries
(EISOll and Corr.l), a report of the Secretary­
General on practical considerations relating to the
establishment and operation of multinational export
credit insurance schemes (El4834), a report of the
Secretary-General on refinancing of short-term export
credits gnmted by developing countries (E/4992) ,
a report of the Secretary-General on taxation, mobili­
zation of resources, and income distribution in devel­
oping countries (E/4988 and Corr.l), a note by the
Secretary-General on tax reform planning (E/5002)
and a progress report of the Secretary-General on
budget policy and management (El4999) .

A. Promotion of private foreign investment in
developing countries

261. In an introductory statement, the Director of
the Division of Public Finance and Financial Institu­
tions described the rationale of the work of the United
Nations in the promotion of private foreign investment,
citing UNCTAD resolution 33 (II), Council resolu­
tions 1359 (XLV) and 1451 (XLVII) and General
Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV) as the basis for
the work programme in that field. He stressed the im­
portant role which foreign investment played in in­
creasing the rate of growth of developing countries by
bringing to those countries modern production and
management techniques, in addition to needed capital.

262. He informed the Committee that the global
Panel on Foreign Investment, held at Amsterdam in
February 1969~2 and the regional Panel on Foreign
Investment in Latin America held at Medellln, Colom..
bia, in June 1970,3 had consisted of government of­
ficials from developing countries, businessmen from
developed countries and international organizations.
The Medellln Panel, whic1 had included businessmen
from Latin America, had discussed substantive issues
of direct relevance to Latin America, including trends

1 ElAC.6/SR.534-S37.
2 For the report of the Panel, see Panel on Foreign Invest­

ment in Developing Countries: report of a meeting held at
Amsterdam from 16 to 20 February 1969 (United Nations
publication, Sales No.: E.69.II.D.12).

3 For the rep(ir! of the Panel, see Panel on Foreign Invest­
ment in Latin America (United Nations publication, Sales
No.: E.71.II.A.14).
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in technology, the definition of development objectives,
the setting up of investment priorities, and the relation­
ship between foreign inve3tment and the development
of exports from developing countries. Means of im­
proving the investment climate had also been reviewed.
At the invitation of the Government of Japan, a world­
wide panel was to be held in Tokyo from 29 November
to 2 December 1971.

263. Many representatives stressed the importance
of private foreign investment to both the developing
and the developed countries, and the role it could
play in furthering the economic growth of the devel­
oping countries, provided that such investment was
coupled with proper legislation and safeguards to pro­
tect the interests of the recipient countries.

264. A number of representatives emphasized the
importance of a good investment climate in attracting
foreign capital and discussed existing and possible
procedures for settling disputes. The importance of
establishing a multilateral investment insurance asso­
ciation was also mentioned.

265. One representative expressed the view that
private foreign capital, if not subjected to strict limi­
tations to ensure that it should conform to the eco­
nomic and social requirements of the recipient
countries, could be detrimental to the interests of the
developing countries.

266. At the 534th meeting, the representative of
Kenya, on behalf also of the representatives of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Indonesia and
Jamaica, introduced a draft resolution on tbe subject
(ElAC.6/L.431).

267. The Economic Committee adopted the draft
resolution without a vote.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

268. Toe Council, at its 1799th meeting,4 con­
sidered the report of the Economic Committee
(E/5060),5 and adopted, without a vote, the draft
resolution recommended by the Economic Committee.

269. In the resolution (1629 (LI)), the Council
( 1) invited the Secretary-General to pursue with the
Govern.ments of Member States and the international
organizations concerned arrangements for other panels
and technical assistance activities for the promotion
of foreign investment in developing countries; (2) wel­
com(~d the generous offer by the Government of Japan
to act as host to a world-wide panel on foreign invest­
ment, in Tokyo, from 29 November to 2 December
1971; and (3) requ(ested the Secretary-General to
report to the Council at its fifty-third session on the
progress in the matter.

4 E/SR.1799.
5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 5.
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B. Export credits aB a means of promoting
exports from developing ~ountrie8

270. Introducing item 5 (b), the Director of the
Division of Public Finance and Financial Institutions
stated that the Interregional Seminar on Export Credit
Insurance and Export Credit Financing, convened by
the United Nations at Belgrade in 1970, had under­
lined the need for greater subregional and regional
co-operation between the national credit insurance
systems of the developing countries. Reviewing recent
changes in export credits for consumer and semi­
processed goods, he noted that short-term credits were
becoming longer.; credits of one and even two years
were being granted for commodities such as meat,
wheat, pesticides, fertilizers and cotton. Credits were
thus being granted for periods much longer than the
180 days gen.erally considered by the Berne Union
as reas-onable for such exports. The same was true of
medium-term or long-term export credits for capital
goods. The need for assisting export credit financing
institutions in developing countries was therefore ob­
vious. Refinancing by a possible affiliate of the Inter­
national Monetary Fund which would benefit from the
collective guarantee of the developed countries con­
cerned and endorse biIIs signed by central banks of
governments of developing countries would result in
improved access to international capital markets.

271. The representative of the International Mone­
tary Fund informed the Committee that the Fund had
not been consulted during the preparation of the report
of the Secretary-General on international refinancing
of short-term export credits granted by developing
countries (El4992). The document reflected a num­
ber of misunderstandings regarding the operation of
the Fund which would have a bearing on the imple­
mentation of the proposals in so far as they affected
the Fund.

272. Some representatives pointed out the signifi~

cance of export credit financing and export credit
insurance in promoting exports from developing coun­
tries and advocated the utilization of the accumu­
lated experience of the developed and developing coun­
tries and of international institutions concerned with
those questions in order to support the efforts of
developing countries to diversify their economies and
to increase their foreign exchange earnings. The devel­
oping countries expected the United Nations to pro­
vide guidance and assistance at the national level, and
to devise an effective system of multinational co­
operation at the subregional, regional or global level.

273. Many representatives expressed their gen­
eral agreement with the proposals of the Belgrade
Seminar. Some representatives observed that the study
on refinancing of short-term export credits (El4992)
was in some respects too ambitious and should be
regarded as a preliminary study to be followed by a
thorough analysis by the Secretariat of the proposals
and their implications.

274. Some other representatives regretted that IMF
had not participated in the preparation of the report

275. The representative of Jamaica introduced a
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.428) , of which Yugo­
slavia subsequently became a sponsor. The Committee
adopted the draft resolution, as orally revised by the
sponsors, without a vote.

I,)
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

276. At its 1799th meeting,4 the Council considered
the report of the Economic Committee (E/50601
Add.1),5 and adopted~ without a vote~ the draft reso­
lution recommended by the Committee.

277. In ~'he resolution (1630 (LI», the Council
(1) took note with interest of the report of the Inter­
regional Seminar on Export Credit Insurance and
Export Credit Financing and of the observations of
the Secretary-General on the conclusions and sugges­
tions of the Seminar (E/5011, paras. 5-17); (2) took
note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
refinancing of short-term export credits granted by
developing countries (El4992) and invited the Sec­
retary-General to revise the report, in the light of the
discussion in the Council, for submission at its fifty­
third session after consultations with appropriate spe­
cialized agencies, and also to make a final report avail­
able to the Trade and Development Board of UNCTAD
for its substantive consideration; (3) invited the
Secretary-General to convene late in 1972 two inter­
governmental working groups of interested Member
States: (a) the first to deal with the various aspects of
arrangements for a multinational export credit insur­
ance scheme at the subregional or regional level among
developing countries andlor with the co-operation of
developing countries, (b) the second to deal with the
harmonization of the terms of financing export credits
for engineering and similar capital goods and related
services in developing countries; (4) invited the Secre­
tary-General to expand further within the technical
assistance programmes the share devoted in that field
to advisory services, training programmes and similar
activities, including the convening of an interregional
seminar on export credit insurance and export credit
financing in 1973; (5) en:phasized the need for active
support by the Secretary-General of initiatives towards
the establishment of subregional or regional schemes
for the association of export credit financing institu­
tions in developing countries, in co-operation with
the relevant regional and interregional organizations;
and (6) invited the Secretary-General to report to the
Council at its fifty-fifth session on the findings and
recommendations of the intergovernmental working
groups.

c. Tax reform planning

278. The Director of the Division of Public Finance
anc Financial Institutions informed the Committee that
the conclusions arrived at by the Expert Group on Tax
Reform Planning~6 convened in pursuance of Council
resolution 1271 (XLIII), demonstrated that tax reform
required continuous planning and that there was a need
for feedback between experts on tax reform planning
and tax administrations. The country and sectoral
studies carried out under General Assembly resolution
2562 (XXIV) had shown the importance in some
countries of social security taxes, the link between the
amount of available public savings in a country and its
economic growth, the importance of sales and excise
taxes and the increasing trend towards land taxation
in many developing countries.

279. Members of the Committee emphasized that
tax reform planning systems were important to the
development of developing countries, as a means of

6 For the report of the Group, see Report of the Expert
Group on Tax Reform Planning (United Nations publication,
Sales No.: E.11.XVI.l).
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mobilizing financial resources for development. Many
representatives expressed their appreciation of the work
done by the United Nations in the tax reform planning
field and supported the recommendations of the Expert
Group on Tax Reform Planning. The value of ex­
changes of information on administrative and policy
problems in that area was recognized.

280. At the 535th meeting, the representative of the
Niger introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.432)
on the mobilization of financial resources, which he
revised orally in response to suggestions made during
the discussion. Many representatives stated that they
were unable to support that part of paragraph 2 of the
draft resolution in which the Secretary-General was
invited, inter alia, to study the possibility of setting up
a Council committee in that field, inasmuch as the
UNCTAD Committee on Invisibles and Financing
related to Trade already dealt with such questions. An
oral amendment proposed by the representative of
Ceylon calling for the deletion of paragraph 2 of the
draft resolution was rejected at the 537th meeting by
11 votes to 10, with 2 abstentions. The representatives
of France and Tunisia proposed a revised text of
operative paragraph 2, which was adopted by 12 votes
to 10, with 1 abstention. The draft resolution as a
whole, as so revised, was adopted by 15 votes to 2,
with 7 abstentions.

281. At the same meeting, the representative of
Ghana, on behalf also of Brazil and Kenya, introduced
a draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.433) on tax reform
plannmg. The sponsors orally revised the draft resolu­
tion in the light of suggestions made during the discus­
sion. The draft resolution, as revised, was adopted
without a vote at the 537th meetin~.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

282. At its 1799th meeting,4 the Council considered
the report of the Economic Committee (E/50601
Add.2) .5 The draft resolution on the mobilization of
financial resources was adopted by 16 votes to 2, with
8 abstentions (for the text, see paragraph 283 below).
The draft resolution on tax reform planning was adopted
without a vote (for the text, see paragraph 284 below).

283. In the resolution on the mobilization of finan­
cial resources (1631 (LI», the Council (1) noted
with satisfaction the Secretary-General's report on taxa­
tion, mobilization of resources and income distribution
in developing countries (E/4988 and Corr.1); (2)
invited the Secretary-General to undertake a study of
the most suitable ways and means of promoting the
mobilization of financial resources for the developing
countries in an appropriate framework, within which
an effort would be made (a) to consider and evaluate
the programmes and activities of United Nations bodies
and specialized agencies regarding the mobilization of
national and external financial resources, and propose
to the Council measures for improving them; (b) to
study problems relating to the mobilization of resources
at the subregional, regional and international levels;
(c) to examine certain questions relating to th~ mobil­
ization of financial resources submitted by the Council
or the executive heads of the specialized agencies; (~)

requested the Secretary-General to submit a further
report to the Council at its fifty-fifth session; and (4)
requested the Secretary-General, the regional economic
commissions and the United Nations Economic ~md

Social Office in Beirut to continue their technical assis­
tance activiti~s relating to the' mobilization of financial
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resources, in co-operation with IBRD, IMF, the spe­
cialized agencies and the Governments concerned.

284. In the resolution on tax reform planning (1632
(LI) ), the Council (1) expressed appreciation of the
note by the Secretary-General on tax reform planning
(E/5002); (2) noted with appreciation. the general
findings and views expressed by the Expert Group on
Tax: Reform Planning in its report; (3) requested the
Secretary-General, in consultation with IMF and any
other interested organization to formulate and under­
take a programme of work in that area based on the
report of the Expert Group and the views expressed by
the Council particularly with a view to creating capacity
for tax planning in developing countries through the
organization of training progranimes and for exchange
of experiences at the regional and subregional levels,
paying attention to the need to take account of local
situations in various developing countries; and (4)
invited UNDP within its country programming proce­
dures to extend the fullest support possible for training
and technical assistance activities in that area.

D. Budget policy and management

285 The Director of the Division of Public Finance
and Financial Institutions reviewed the work of the
United Nations Interregional Seminar Oll Government
Accounting and Financial Management, held at Beirut,
Lebanon, in December 1969.7 The Seminar had noted
that government accounting was becoming an increas­
ingly useful element in development planning, although
it still remained a means of controlling budgetary expen­
diture. The Seminar had also emphasized the need for
continuing work on public enterprises.

286. The representative of the International Mon­
etary Fund observed that th~ exchange of information
at the Seminar among the civil servants of the countxies
represented had been useful. The I'" 'regional Seminar
on Government Auditing held at VIenna, Austria, in
May 1971 had also shown the value of such exchan.ges
of information. The Fund supported the view that other
similar seminars should be held.

287. Members of the Committee recognized the
value of budget policy and management in developing
countries and the need for further work in that regard.

288. At the 537th meeting, the representative of
Ghana, on behalf also of Kenya, introduced a draft
resolution (ElAC.6/L.434) on budget policy and man­
agement which he orally revised in the light of observa­
tions made by members of the Committee.

289. The Committee adopted the draft resolution,
as revised, without a vote.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

290. At its 1799th meeting,4: the Council considered
the report of the Economic Committee (E/5060/
Add.3)6 and adopted without a vote the draft resolution
recommended by the Committee.

291. In the resolution (163::J (LI»), the Council
(1) took note with appreciation of the progress made
by the Secretariat in the area of budget policy and man­
agement; (2) requested the Secretary-General to con.­
tinue to undertake work on techniques of budget policy
and management in developing countries; (3) further

7 See Report of tk'! United Nations Intem.rgional' Seminar
on Government Accounting and Financial Management (ST/
TAO/SER.CIl17).
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UNDP, within its intercountry and country program­
ming procedures, to continue to support interregional
seminars and technical assistance requests from devel­
oping countries in that area; and (5) further invited
the Secretary-General to submit periodically to the
Council progress reports on the work in that area.

•

.. .

requested the Secretary-General to undertake studies
on the financing of investment of enterprises, whether
State-owned or with State participation, of developing
countries, with a view to assisting them to improve
their financial management practices and to play a
greater role in the development process; (4) invited
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administration of individual development functions intheir respective fields. There were wide areas in whichmany units had a common interest and which required
close collaboration. The Division also worked closelywith international non-governmental organizations and
national institutions that could contribute to its pro­gramme.

294. Many representatives stated that the Secretary­General's proposed objectives and programme~ in pub­lic administration for the Second United NatIons De­velopment Decade provided a good basis for aco-ordinated international programme in that field.
The hope was expressed that organizations in theUnited Nations system and other organizations that
fostered technical co-operation in public ~dminist;ra­tion would take account of that programme III plannmgtheir activities. Moreover, the next Meeting of Experts,tentatively scheduled for 1975, should, in reviewing
the United Nations public administration programme,take account of the related programmes of otherorganizations in the United Nations system.

295. It was generally stressed that in the interestof the rational utilization of investments and avoidanceof duplication, organizations within the United Nationssystem should co-ordinate their public administrationactivities. Some representatives were of the view that
the danger of overlapping a~ong pr~jects im~lementedby the members of the UnIted NatIOns family would
not arise if the public administration components of thework programmes of the various organizations wereproperly dovetailed before they took final form. Men­tion was made of the Experts' recommendation thatthe organizations in the United Nations system shouldcollaborate at the headquarters level with each other;at the regional level, with the regional commissions;and at the country level with the UNDP resident rep­resentatives, with a view to helping Governments to
improve the administration of development programmes.In that connexion, it was suggested that greater atten­tion should be paid to public administration in countryprogramming and that the United Nations inter­disciplinary teams should include public administrationexperts.

296. There was general support for the proposed
1971-1975 work programme of the Public Administra­tion Division. However, with respect to certain specificitemB on the proposed work programme, some of thesame observations were made as had been made byCPC (E/4989, paras. 55-56). Various other items
were also commented upon. Some representatives wereof the view that priority should be given to the evalua­tion of technical co-operation projects in public ad­
ministration and to the mid-term review of progress inimplementing the relevant proyisions of the Inter.na­tional Development Strategy. WIth regard to the projecton substantive support of the public administration
units in the regional economic commissions andUNESOB, it was mention.ed that the Public Adminis-
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OTHER ECONOIMIC QUESTIONS

A. Public administration and development
292. The Council considered item 10 of the agenda

of its fiftieth session (Public administration and develop­ment) at its 1748th, 1749th, 1750th and 1753rd
meetings.1 It had before it the report of the Secretary­General on public administration in the Second U~ted
Nations Development Decade (E/4950), and the VIewsthereon of CPC contained in chapter VI, section B, ofth(" report on its eighth session (E/4989).2 The reportof Second Meeting of Experts on the United Nation.s
Programme in Public Administration ,(ST/TA~VM/57)8 convened in pursuance of Council resoluti'on
1199 (XLII) and General Assembly resolution 2561
(XXIV) was also available to it.

293 The Director of the Public Administration
Divisi~n of the Department of Economic and SocialAffairs drew the attention of the Council to the reportof the Second Meeting of Experts on the United Na­
tions Programme in P~blic Adm~stratio~ in whichthe progress achieved smce the F~st Meetm& of Ex­perts in January 1967 was revIewed. Durmg that
period, individual request~ from Governments for a~­sistance had continued to increase, were larger m
scope because of the. availability ,of UNDP. SpecialFund financing, reqUIred more.highly S?phIsti~atedexperts working as a team, and mvol~ed mcreasmglythe training of senior officials and the lDlprovement of
the performance of public enterprise~. Sma!1 publicadministration units had been established m ECA,ECAFE and ECLA and a post had been established
in UNESOB, but it had not been possible, owing tolack of staff, to supplement them by outposting per­sonnel from Headquarters as envisaged in Councilresolution 1199 (XLII). Resources had also been
inadequate to provid~ the kind of supp~rt for coun~ryprojects that was adVIsable and to permIt the carrymgout of some of the interregional studies and other pro­
jects recommended by the First Me,eting o~ ~xpe~ts.Working relations between the PublIc AdmmIstratlonDivision and other organizations were maintained on
an informal basis and were regarded by ACe as good.
The basic principle underlying co-ordinati.on a~o~gorganizations in the United Nations family, brIetty
stated, was that all units and agencies engaged in d~­
velopment work must concern then:tselves W!t~ pu~licadministration. While the PublIc AdmInIstratIon
Division had primary resp0.1?-sibility. ~or ~upportingover-all improvement of publIc admmIstratIOn at alllevels, other substantive offices and the specializedagencies had primary responsibility with respect to the

1 E/SR.1748-1750, 1753. .
2 Official Records of the Economic and Socitll Counczl,Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 5.
8 PublicAdministration in the Second United Nations Devel­opment Decade: report of the Second Meeting of. Experts(United Nations pUblication, Sales No.: E.71.II.H.3), CIrculatedto the Council by a note by the Secretary-General (E/4950/Add.I).
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tration Division should be able to outpost personnel
with the requisitf. expertise. One representative ex­
pressed doubt as to whether small States and land­
locked States had special problems, and suggested that
priority be given to the problems of the least developed
among the developing countries. The view was ex­
pressed that the proposed study of the special adminis­
trative problems of nomads would be of interest only
to a small number of countries. The project on position
classification and grading techniques as well as that
for the training of trainers was considered important.

297. A number of representatives expressed doubts
about the project on studies of measures to promote
high ethical standards in public administration. The
appropriateness of the United Nations carrying out a
study on corruption in government was questioned.
One representative thought that the project would have
merit if it included analyses of positive approaches.
The Director of the Division stated that the proposed
project would concentrate on successful experience in
combating corruption in government and that the
United Nations would not execute the study directly
but would conclude arrangements with the Interna­
tional Institute of Achninistrative Sciences (HAS) to
develop a study plan, and would encourage the Institute
to include the subject on the agenda of a future HAS
World Congress.

298. Several representatives thought the PuMic
Administration Division did not have enough staff to
discharge its current work programme effectively.
Moreover, its activities were expected to increase, to
require more expertise for the support of country pro­
jects and to require greater effort to keep abreast of
developments in the field of public administration.
There was general agreement that the work of the
United Nations in that field was so important that the
Division and the public administration units in the
regional economic commissions and UNESOB should
have sufficient staff to discharge fully their approved
work programmes. Some members felt that the
strengthening of the public administration staff at Head­
quarters and in the regions should be carried out
whether or not that would involve an over-all increase
in the Secretariat. Others felt that the strengthening
could be effected through a redistribution of posts within
the Secretariat and through greater use of international
non-governmental and national research institutions.
In addition to staff, adequate travel resources should
be made available to the Division to enable it to provide
effective substantive support to country projects.

299. The representative of Kenya, on behalf also
of the Sudan and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolu­
tion (E/L.1392). Pakistan and Tunisia joined the
sponsors in submitting a revised draft resolution
(E/L.1392/Rev.1). The revised draft was subse­
quently further revised orally.

300. At the request of the representative of the
USSR, a separate vote was taken on operative para­
graph 5. The paragraph was adopted by 20 votes to
2, with 2 abstentions. The revised draft resolution as
a whole was adopted by 22 votes to none, with 2
abstentions. On the proposal of the President, the
Council agreed that the adoption of operative para­
graph 5 did not necessarily mean an automatic in­
crease in staff and did not rule out the possibilities
offered by a careful redistribution of personnel.

301. In that resolution (1567 (L» the Council
(1) called the attention of Member States to the im­
portance of measures to increase administrative
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capability for development and of incorporating such
measures in development plans; (2) endorsed the Secre­
tary-General's proposed objectives and programmes in
public administration for the Second United Nations
Development Decade as constltuting the basis for a
co-ordinated international programme in public ad­
ministration and recommended that it be taken into
account by the governing bodies of all organizations
in the United Nations system and interested non-gov­
ernmental organizations when tb.~y were programming
activities in that field; (3) approved the Secretary­
General's proposed 1971-1975 work programme for
the Public Administration Division, subject to the
proposed changes and views of CPC; (4) invited the
Secretary-General to undertake preparations for the
Third Meeting of Experts in 19~15 to review the United
:r{ations public administration programme, taking into
account the programmes of other United Nations or­
ganizations in that field, and to contribute to the
mid-term review of progress in implementing the
relevant provisions of the International Development
Strategy; and (5) r~quested the Secretary-General to
ensure, with due regard to paragraphs 25 and 58 of the
report of CPC on its eighth session (E/4989), that
the Public Administration Division at Headquarters and
the public administration units of the regional economic
commissions and of In\TESOB should have the necessary
staff to implement fully their work programmes.

B. Report of the Statistical Commission

302. The Council considered item 7 of the agenda
of its fiftieth sessio.n (Report of the Statistical Com­
mission) at its 1740th, 1741st, 1744th, 1746th and
1747th meetings.4 It had before it the report of the
Statistical Commission on its sixteenth session
(E/4938),5 chapter VI, section A, of the report of
CPC on its eighth session (E/4989),6 and a note by
the Secretary-General (E/L.1372) concerning the re­
port.

303. In introducing the report, the Director of the
Statistical Office drew the Council's attention to the
increased demands of th(~ international community for
statistics in .-~neral and to the new stz.tistical require~

ments for the Second United Nations Development
Decade in particular. Th.e Commission had considered
that during the following five years greater emphasis
would need to be placed on social statistics; statistical
activities related to the developing countries; matters
related to the growing use of computer technology;
increased international co-ordination and co-operation;
and the continuation of recurrent statistical activities.

304. Members of the Council expressed apprecia­
tion of the high professional quality of the Statistical
Commission's work. Attention was drawn to the con­
tributions the Commission had made in the fields of
national accounts statistics, statistics for the system of
demograph.ic, social and manpower accounts and indi­
cators, statistics of income distribution, the System of
Matf~rial Product Balances (MPS) and links between
MPS and the System of National Accounts (SNA).

305. Various representatives mentioned, as a:r=s
of considerable importance in the work of the Com­
mission, environmental statistics, statistical methodology
pertaining to services, the establishment of the links

4 E/SR.1740, 1741, 1744, 1746, 174'1.
5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fif­

tieth Session, Supplement No. 2.
6 Ibid., Supplement No. 5.



!/

7 United Nations Publication, Sales No.: S4.XVIl.7.

I' ,

--- )

and should be carried out within the framework of the
United Nations Development Programme.

312. Interest was also shown in matters related to
the statisti~al implications of the growing use of com­
puters in fue United Nations system.

313. The representative of Pakistan, speaking also
on behalf of Brazil, the Sudan and Yugoslavia, in­
troduced amendments (E/L.1386) to the draft reso­
lution recommended by thf; Statistical Commission
entitled "Principles and recommendations for a vital
statistics system" (E/4938, chap. XV). One amend­
ment sought to include in the pream1)le of the draft
resolution a specific reference to pamgraph 78 of
the International Development Strategy. One repre­
sentative, while not opposing that reference, drew
attention to the joint statement made to the General
Assembly at its twenty-fifth session by eight socialist
countries on the Second Development Decade and
social progress (A/8074). A second amendment
called for the replacement of the word "Governments"
in operative paragraph 2 by the words "developing
countriesH

• The draft resolution, as modified by the
four-Power amendments was adopted by the Council
at its 1'l44th meeting without objection (for the text,
see paragraph 315 below).

314. The representative of the USSR, on behalf
also of Hungary, Pakistan and Tunisia, introduced a
draft resolution (E/L.1389) on co-ordination of work
in the field of statistics. The text was subseQuently
revised by the sponsors (E/L.1389/Rev.l) to reflect
suggestions made by various representatives. The re­
vised draft resolution was adopted by the Council at
its 1747th meeting wit.hout objection (for the text,
see paragraph 316 below).

315. In its resolution (1564 (L» the Council (1)
requested the Secretary-General to publish the "Prin­
ciples and recommendations for a vital statistics
system" (E/CN.3/411 and E/CN.3/411/Annex) an.d
to distribute them widely; and (2) further requested
the Se/~retary-General to give assistance to developing
coun1ries in the implementation of those principles and
recommendations by mobilizing all available resources,
both international and bilateral, to help in the very
large task of assisting those countries to develop, im­
prove and maintain civil registers of vital events and to
use thDse registers for statistical purposes as well as
othel' sources of vital statistics as provided in the World
Programme for the Improvement of Vital Statistics.

316. In its resolution (1566 (L)) the Council (1)
requested the Statistical Commission to assign high
priority in its work programme to the task of assisting
the Council in the co-ordination of activities of United
Nations organs and agencies in the statistical field;
(2) considered that the ultimate goal of the work of
the Commission and that of the Department of Eco­
nomif.~ and Social Affairs in that respect should be
the achievement of an integrated system in the collec­
tion, data-processing and dissemination of intenlational
statistics by the organs and agencies of the United
Nations system with special regard to the requirements
of reviewing and appraising economic and social pro­
gress, particularly in the context of the policy measures
aad objectives of the Second United Nations Devel­
opment Decade, taking into account the needs of the
developing countries; (3) requested the specialized
agencies, the regional economic commissions,
UNESOB, UNCTAD, and UNIDO to continue to co­
operate fully with the Statistical Commission in their
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between the Standard International Trade Classifica­
tion and the external trade classification of the Council
for Mutual Economic Assistance, and the statistical
tasks related to the analysis of international trade data.

306. It was stated that the priority to be given to
projects in statistical methods should be evaluated in
the light of the reqdrements of the Second United Na­
tions Development Decade. Attention was drawn to
the close alignment of the activities of the Statistical
Commission with the pertinent resolutions of the Gen­
eral Assembly and the Council.

307. Resolution 1 (XVI) of the Statistical Com­
mission on the co-ordination of the planning of inter­
national statistical activities was welcomed. The
presentation of the five-year programmes of interna­
tional statistical activities in terms of major strategies
of statistical development, and the review by the Com­
mission of the high-priority statistical projects of the
organizations of the United Nations system within the
framework of such strategies were considered to con­
3titute an important contribution by the Commission
towards the achievement of the goals of the Second
United Nations Development Decade. It was suggested
that the Council should reaffirm and strengthen the
role played by the Statistical Commission and the
Statistical Office of the United Nations in the co­
ordinated development of international statistical
activities.

308. Members of the Council expressed approval
c~ the Commission's work with respect to the interna­
~unal statistical programmes for 1971-1975. Attention
was drawn to the significance of the work suggested on
matters of stttistical organization. In vie\\> of the need
for strengthening national statistical services during
the Second United Nations Development Decade, the
preparation and publication of a revised issue of the
Handbook of Statistical Organization7 was a timely
measure.

309. Resolution 2 (XVI), in which the Statistical
Commission had requested the Secretary-General to
arrange, if possible with the help of the United Nations
Development Programme, a seminar on the organiza­
tion of national statistical services~ was considered to
be another significant measure, indicating the Com­
mission's awareness of the fact that the improvement
of statistics was particularly important for the purposes
of economic and social development programmes.

310. It was stressed that the ultimate goal of the
work of the Statistical Commission and of that of the
statistical services within the organizations of the
United Nations system should be the achievement of
an integrated programme for the collection, data­
processing and dissemination of international statistics,
with special regard to the need for reviews and ap­
praisals, which would require the establishment of an
interrelated system of development statistics. It was
suggested that the specialized agencies, the regional
economic commissions, UNCTAD and UNIDO should
be requested to co-operate fully with the Statistical
Commission and the Statistical Office of the United
Nations in their efforts to carry ~ut the tasks related
to the international statistical programmes, especially in
respect of the co-ordination of long-term programmes.

311. It was suggested that in its deliberations the
Statistical Commission should bear in mind that pro­
jects of t~chnical assistance in statistics should consti­
tute an integral part of assistance activities in general
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efforts to carry out those tasks and to regard them
as of first importance in co-ordinating their work
programmes, especially long-term programmes, and
also any work in new directions; (4) emphasized the
importance for Member States to seek improved p~:o­

cedures for ensuring that statistical matters at the
national level should be dealt with in a co-ordinated
manner; (5) recognized the interest of the Statistical
Commission and the Statistical Office in matters re­
lated to the use of computers in the United Nations
system and drew attention to that field where further
co-ordination was likely to be most required; (6)
requested the Secretary-General to undertake, in co­
operation with the specialized agencies and in the
contl~xt of UNDP, concerted action to assist the de­
velf.>r>ing countries in strengthening their statistical
systems as the basis for their development plans and
the (;'valuation of their economic and social progress;
and (7) requested the Secretary-General, in co-opera­
tion with the United Nations system of organizations,
to submit to the Council at its fifty-second session,
through CPC, a report on the existing technical assis­
tance of the Un.ited Nations sy~tem of organizations
to the developing countries as well as on the steps
envisaged to assist those countries in improving their
statistical services with a view to meeting the require­
ments of the Second United Nations Development
Decade.

317. At its 1741st meeting the Council took note
with satisfaction of the report of the Statistical Com­
mission 011 its sixteenth session (E/4938)5 and en­
dorsed the work programme contained therein.

c. Outflow of trained personnel from. developing
to developed countries

318. The Council considered item 3 of the agenda
of its fiftieth session (Outflow of trained personnel
from developing to developed countries) at its 1756th,
1759th 1760th, 1763rd, 1765th, 1767th and 1768th
meetings.8 It had before it the report entitled "Out­
flow of trained nersonnel from developing to developed
countries" (E/~820 and Corr.l, Add.l and Add.11
Corr.l ) , prepared by the S~cretary-GeD:eral !n co­
operation with UNITAR and m consultation ~It~ the
specialized agencies and other interested orgarnzations.
It also had before it two progress reports of the Exe­
cutive Director of UNITAR on the same subject (El
4798 and E/4948 and Corr.l), a dtaft resolution
submitted by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(E/L.1379), and a statement submitted by the Inter­
national Hotel Association, a non-governmental organ­
ization on the Roster (E/C.2/722).

319. Introducing the report, the representative ?f
the Secretary-General said that one of the mam
obstacles to the clearer understanding of problems
associated with the international migration of trained
manpower was the lack of comprehensive data and,
in particular, data on the n~mber of those who retu~ed
to their countries after bemg abroad for some tIme.
There were also substantial differences of opinion
among those who studied the "brain drain" in terms
of its effects' those differences arose from the assump­
tions made'in evaluating the harmful or beneficial
asoects. There was no s,imple over-all solution to !he
problems associated with the out~ow.. Developmg
countries could use the country studIes ID the report

8 E/SR. 1756, 1759, 1760, 1'163, 1765, 1767, 1768.
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as a model for similar studies. Such studies would
require only modest resources and could be carried
out in a short period of time. The Secretariat could
provide gu;dance for their design, organization and
implementation. The deve1<wed countries could p~o­

vide resources for research m the developed countrIes
towards which the flow was directed as well as in
developing countries. In the developed countries more
could be done to identify and analyse the shortfalls
among certain categories of highly trained manpower
that constituted a strong "pull" factor for those in the
developing countries.

320. The representative of UNITAR set out the
aims and current status of the survey being carried
out by UNITAR. The study, which covered five de­
veloped countries and 15 developing countries, differed
from the others in that, first, it used the questionnaire
technique and, secondly, it attempted to explain the
motivation not only of trained personnel who stayed
away from their countries but also of those who re­
turned, and the conditions which were operational in
the reverse flow. The study would also examine what
could be done to ease the problems and to encourage
better reverse flow.

321. It was generally observed that although the
lack of adequate data had not permitted a full review
of all aspects of the problem in the report, never­
theless the factors causing the outflow and the recom­
mendations for practical action had been analytically
and clearly presented. The view wass however, ex­
pressed that because the study covered only five
countries the applicability of tbe findings would be
restricted.

322. Several representatives considered the proo....
lem of the outflow to be one of the most serious
obstacles to social and economic progress in the de­
veloping countries. It was also emphasized that the
outflow was to a large extent caused by underdevel­
opment. It was a vicious circle since, for lack of
qualified personnel, such as scientists, doctors and
engineers, and of middle-level skills, many developing
countries were unable to carry out essential develop­
ment programmes and undertake the long-term
planning necessary to stem the outflow.

323. It was generally agreed that effective mea­
sures should be taken to counter the causes of the
outflow by both the developing and the developed
countries. However, several representatives were
opposed to measures that might restrict individual
freedom of movement or in any way infringe the
rights of the individual as enunciated in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

324. Some representatives stressed that it was the
responsibility of the developing countries to adopt
measures to retain or to encourage the return of their
qualified nationals by reorganizing their systems of
education and training, providing training facilities
at home and relating those systems to local develop­
ment needs, thereby creating a better balance between
manpower output and employment opportunities; im­
proving professional working conditions and oppor­
tunities for advancement, offering economic and social
inducements such as higher salaries, housing and up­
to-date research facilities; and instituting a system
for informing their nationals studying abroad of the
employment needs and opportunities at home.

325. It was observed that in their efforts to reduce
the outflow, developing countries could benefit from
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the experience of other countries; in that connexion,
the programme of the Institute for Student Loans and
Advanced Training Abroad (ICETEX) in Colombia
was mentioned. One representative endorsed the rec­
ommendation in the report of the Secretary-General
relating to regional arrangements, whereby those de­
veloping countries which had an oversupply of trained
manpower could make professionals available to other
developing countries experiencing shortages.

326. Some representatives considered that the onus
for the "brain drain" rested essentially on those de­
veloped countries that adopted policies which en­
couraged trained personnel from the developing
countries to remain in the host country, and requested
such developed countries to refrain from encouraging
the outflow. Other representatives, however, con­
sidered that it would be erroneous to think of the
developed countries as luring trained personnel away
from the developing countries. In fact, most scholar­
ship students returned home. The overproduction of
graduates by some developing countries whose rate
of manpower training was far above their absorptive
capacity, and their inertia in adequately using their
manpower were some of the main causes of the out­
flow. It was further pointed out that many developed
countries had not only sponsored programmes to en­
courage the return of foreign students to their own
countries on the completion of their studies but were
providing, thro~gh technica~ assistance, the. services
of tueir own natIOnals to aSsIst many developmg coun­
tries.

327. Many replt~sentatives felt that measures taken
to stem the outflow should be in accordance with the
J,ntemational Development Strat~gy' for the Second
United Nations Development Decach;, which called
upon the developed countries to assist the developing
countries in carrying out their development pro­
grammes. Practical measures could include increased
technical assistance for extending or establishing re­
search and. training institutions and for stimulating
other areas of social and economic development. In
the private sector, foreign concerns could play an
important role in employing more nationals in key
posts, giving nationals priority in employment and
offering fhem training facilities.

328. A few representatives suggested that com­
pensation, in the form of subsidies or increased tech­
nical assiistance, should be paid by the host countries
to the losing countries on the basis of education and
training ICOStS. Other representatives considered mone­
tary compen~ation to. be unr~alistic, but sugg;ested .that
an increase m techrucal assIstance would be feaSIble.
It was generally agreed that further study of the
problem was needed and in that connf,:don much
mterest was evinced in the UNITAR study. It was
also suggested that a few more country studies mi~ht

be attempted to augment those already done, whIch
should also be brought up to date. Finally, the im­
portanc.e of international co-operation in helping to
solve the problem was stressed.

329. At the 1756th meeting, the representative of
the USSR reintroduced a draft resolution (E/L.1379)
which his delegation had submitted to the Council at
its forty-ninth session. Subsequently, the USSR, to­
gether with France, Hungary, Madagascar, Tunisia
and Yugoslavia submitted a revision of the draft reso­
lution (E/L.1379/Rev.1); the draft was introduced
at the 1763rd meeting by the representative of France.
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At the same meeting, the represr-:TItative of Uruguay
also introduced a draft resolutlon (E/L.1409) .

330. IL the course of the discussion of the two
draft resolutions, many representatives pointed out
that the drafts were complementary and made sugges­
tions with a view to combining the two texts. It was
decided that a working group composed of the spon­
sors of the draft resolutions and those who had made
suggestions should try to reach consensus on a com­
bined draft.

331. At the 1765th meeting, the representative of
Lebanon introduced the draft resolution prepared by
the working group (E/L.1412). Subsequently, the
working group was reconvened to revise the draft
resolution with a view to taking additional amend­
ments into account. The representative of Lebanon,
in introducing the revised draft resolution (El
L.1412/Rev.1 ), informed the Council at the 1768th
meeting that the sponsors of the amendments had
agreed to support the new text.

332. The revised draft resolution was adopted by
the Council at its 1768th meeting9 by consensus.

333. In that resolution (1573 (L», the Council
(1) took note of the Secretary-General's report on
the outflow of trained personnel from developing to
developed countries; (2) requested the Secretary­
General to continue to study, in close co-operation
with UNITAR, the problem of the "brain drain" with
a view to assessing its consequences for the economic
development of the developing countries, and, in par­
ticular (a) to prepare a study on the effect of foreign
specialists on the economies of countries which
admitted them to their enterpris.es and institutions;
(b) to devise methods of assessing the impact of
the "brain drain" on the economies of developing
countries; (c) to prepare, with the specialized agen­
cies concerned, a preliminary study of the methods of
strengthening co-operation among developing countries
for the purpose of overcoming the problem by greater
common utilization of their experts and trained per­
sonnel; (3) drew the attention of the Governments
of the developing countries to the need, as part of
their development plans and with respect for the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights: (a) to adapt
educational programmes to national requirements;
(b) to provide correct vocational guidance' for the
personnel to be trained; (c) to encourage the return
of scientists and skilled personnel and to promote the
training of technicians, by providing special allowances
and benefits, by creating and exchanging fellowships
with other countries and by measures such as the
provision of favourable working and housing condi­
tions; (d) to exchange information with other coun­
tries about the measures taken and the results achieved
in halting the outflow of skilled personnel; (e) to seek
the necessary technical assistance from developed
countries, UNDP and other international agencies, in
accordance with the International Development Strat­
egy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade; (4) called upon developed countries, UNIDO,
UNDP, IAEA and other organs in the United Nations
system to assist developing countries, upon their re­
quest, to establish and strengthen the existing scientific
and technological research centres, at the national and
regional levels, in accordance with the International
Development Strategy for the Second l nited Nations
Development Decade; (5) invited the Governments

9 E/SR.1768.
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of the developed countries, without prejudice to the
international agreements in force and with respect
for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, to
refrain from taking any special measures to induce
scholarship students and trainees from the developing
countries to settle permanently in their countries;
(6) requested developed countries to encourage their
private investors in developing countries to absorb
local trained personnel with their projects; (7) urged
the ILO to assist, upon request and in co-operation
with UNDP and other international organizations, in
the implementation of programmes which would help
developing countries to combat the outflow; and (8)
further urged the organizations of the United Nations
system and especially 'U'NDP, with due regard to their
recruitment, contracting and subcontractirH! procedures
and taking into consideration General Assembly reso­
lution 2688 (XXV), further to increase employment
of local qualified experts and to use indigenous tech­
nology and services in the planning and implementa­
tion of field projects.

D. Development planning and projections

334. The Economic Committee considered item 4
of the agenda of the Council's fifty-first session (Devel­
npment planning and projections: (a) problems of
planning; (b) developing planning advisory services)
at its 537th meeting.IO It had before it a chapter of the
report of Committee for Development Planning on its
seventh session relating to the matter (E/4990,11 chap.
Ill) and a progress report of the Secretary-General on
development planning advisory services (E/5034 and
Corr.l) .

335. Introducing the report~, the Deputy to the
Under-Secretaly-General for Economic and Social
Affairs stated that the review of planning problems
in Europe made by the Committee for Development
Planning differed in a numJer of important ways frolD
its reviews of planning problems in Africa, Asia and
Latin America, which it had presented in its earlier
reports to the Council. In its latest review, the Com­
mittee had con~entrated attention on long-term per­
spective planning rather than on medium-term planning,
as it had done in its earlier reviews. Moreover, the
Committee had looked at the European experience in
long-term planning against tIle larger setting of the
world as a whole; in particular, it had sought to draw
conclusions that might be of use to developing countries
jn their efforts to accelerate their development. The
text submitted by the Committee was compact, but it
covered a wide spectrum of critical problems and issues.
One set of problems and issues related to the rationale
and methods of long-term plans and studies, including
in particular the elements of uncertainty inherent in
long-term planning and aspects of choice of objectives
and growth patterns. Another set of problems and issues
related to the key aspects of industrialization and
foreign trade, including questions regarding the choice
of industries and techniques for development, first, as
between labour-intensive and capital-intensive patterns,
and secondly, as between patterns involving trade sub­
stitution and those involving trade expansion.

336. Turning to the progress report on develop­
ment planning advisory services, he stated that the

10 ElAC.6/SR.537.
11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council)

Fifty-first Session) Supplement No. 7.

establishment of multinational interdisciplinary devel­
opment advisory teams (UNDATS) constituted a signi­
ficant new approach in the efforts of the United Nations
to assist developing countries upon request. The teams
were intended to help developing countries in various
aspects of development planning and plan implemen­
tation, including, at their request, country program­
ming for technical assistance. Preparations for the estab­
lishment of advisory teams for the Caribbean, Central
Africa and the South Pacific area were now well
advanced. Consideration was being given to the possi­
bility of establishing teams for East Africa, West Africa
and the Andean Group of countries in Latin America,
provided resources became available. Close co-opera­
tion was maintained among organizations of the United
Nations system with regard to the establishment of
teams. The resources currently available for the financ­
ing of three teams, for which plans were well advanced,
emanated from the United Nations regular prog-'amme
of technical assistance and from the United Nations
Trust Fund for Development Planning and Projections.
The limitation of resources continued to be a major
problem.

337. Members of the Economic Committee recog­
nized the value of perspective planning and long-term
prognoses or projections which could help in selecting
suitable development strategies and operational plans.
It was emphasized that the preparation in long-term
perspectives was in itself an evolutionary process, and
the experience of countries which undertook such a task
showed that advances were being made in developing
a meaningful methodology.

338. Many representatives observed that the Com­
mittee for Development Planning had rightly pointed
out that a number of elements of uncertainty were
inherent in the formulation of long-term plans; for
example, scientific discoveries and technological applica­
tions could brin~~ about far-reaching changes, consumer
habits could change very substantially over a long
stretch of time, and the safeguarding of environment
could become a major goal of society. It was difficult
to quantify such possibilities. It was nevertheless neces­
sary to undertake the task through appropriate studies
and analyses. Examples of the work under way in some
European countries were cited during the discussion.
One representative expressed the view that uncertainties
of long-term planning occurred in the absence of public
ownership of the means of production.

339. It was pointed out that the problems encoun­
tered by developing countries differed in many ways
from those facing mature economies. That did not
imply, however, that developing countries could not
ge:ln from the experience of those economies. Partic­
ularly in technological matters, their experience could
be very useful.

340. It was stressed that in drawing np long-term
plans, the industrially advanced countries 3hould take
into account the need for enlarging their markets for
the exports of developing countries. The suggestion
made by the Committee for Development Planning that
the role of international corporations in influencing
the shape of developing economies needed to be inves..
tigated, was supported during the discussion. It was
noted, however, that the problems of transfer of tech­
nology to developing countries were already receiving
attention within the United Nations system; and there­
fore the results of the work under way should be fully
utilized by the Committee for Development Planning
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before it considered whether it needed to undertake
a new study.

341. The important role that multinational develop­
ment advisory teams established by the United Nations
could play was emphasized by several representatives.
It was stated that there should be continuing co-opera­
tion and ~o-ordination among organizations of the
Umted Nations system for that new task, and possible
conflicts and overlaps should be avoided. There should
be close contact between the teams and the resident
representatives of UNDP in the countries concerned.
Experts for the teams should be drawn from a wide
geographical base.

342. It was pointed out that African countries were
particularly in need of assistance from development
advisory teams. Members of the teams should be well
versed in the problems of the countries receiving help
from the teams. In that connexion, one representative
suggested that in general a team should be constituted
for a period of five years so as to allow sufficient time
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for its members to become thoroughly familiar with
the problems of the countries concerned and simulta­
neously to ensure that such people remained on the job
for a reasonable length of time.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

343. At its 1799th meeting,12 the Council approved
the recommendation of the Economic Committee in its
report (E/5062)18 that it take note of the examina­
tion of the European experience in long-term planning
and its relevance for developing countries, contained in
chapter III of the report of the Committee for Devel­
opment Planning on its seventh session (El4990), and
also of the progress report of the Secretary-General on
development planning advisory services (E/5034 and
Corr.1).

12 E/SR.1799.
18 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
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Chapter Xl

347. Several representatives pointed out that the
developing countries could not consider policies for the
protection and enhancement of the environment outside
the context of their development programmes and
policies. In that connexion, the Panel of Experts on
Development and Environment which had met at
Founex (Switzerland) in June 1971 was welcomed as
a first serious attempt to appraise systematically the
effects of development on the environment and vice
versa. The view was also expressed that the formulation
of environmental policies by developing countries would
depend on the availability of additional scientific and
other data and that the implementation.of such policies
would depend on the provision of additional financial
and technical assistance to those countries.

348. A number of representatives expressed their
Governments' dissatisfaction with the draft of a pre­
amble and fundamental principles for a Declaration on
the Human Environment put forward by the Intergov­
ernmental Working Group on the Declaration for con...
sideration by the Preparatory Committee. They consid­
ered that a fresh attempt would have to be made by
the Committee to reach a consensus on that matter.
It was recognized that further consultations among Gov­
ernments would be necessary before a draft Declaration
could be submitted to the Conference.

349. The view was also expressed that the Con­
ference should stimulate activities at the national, sub­
regional and regional levels and that international col­
laborat~on on the environment should not develop to
the detriment of national sovereignty, including sov­
ereignty over natural resources, but should supple­
ment it.

350. One representative reiterated his Government's
reservations concerning the establishment of the terms
of reference and composition of intergovernmental
working groups. He consider that neither the Prepar­
atory Committee nor the Secretary-General ha~l been
authorized by the General Assembly or by existing
practice to elect or nominate the members of such
groups. The Secretary-General of the Conference
remarked that he had taken the advice of the Legal
Counsel of the United Nations before convening the
groups.

351. On the question of institutional arrangements
for future work on the human environment within the
United Nations system, one representative expressed
the view that the arrangements should be such as to
make full use of the existing and potential capabilities
of the components of the system. Another representa­
tive stressed the need for an interdisciplinary approach;
any new institution in that field should have sufficient
prestige to implement and co-ordinate international
actions in the environmental field.

352. Some representatives stated that the principle
of universality should be observed at the Conference
and in the preparat.ory process and that all interested
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UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT*

344. The Co-ordinatiou Committee considered item
11 of the agenda of the Council's fifty-first session
(United Nations Conference on the Human Environ­
ment) at its 412th to 416th meetings.1 The Committee
had before it the report of the Preparatory Committee
for the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment on itB second session (E/4991); a note
by the Secretary-General concerning developments
since that session (E/4991/Add.1); and the relevant
parts of the thirty-seventh report of ACC (E/5012
(Part I), par~s. 20 and 21); chapter IX of the report
of the meetings of the Executive Secretaries of the
regional economic commissions held in 1971 (E/
5039); and a statement submitted by St. Joan's Inter­
national Alliance, a non-gov,,?rnmental organization in
categoPJ I consultative status (E/C.2/734).

345. Introducing the report of the Preparatory
CommitLee, the Secretary-General of the Conference
said that preparations for the Conference were proceed­
ing on schedule and within the budgetary limits set by
the General Assembly. He drew attention to the Pre­
paratory Committee's recommendations concerning the
Conference agenda and the establishment of intergov­
ernmental working groups. He was gratified by the
response of Governments, United Nations agencies and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
to thr: appeal for contributions of basic documents for
the Conference. Various measures had been taken to
ensure the active participation of developing countries
in the preparations for the Conference, including a
series of regional seminars on development and environ­
ment to be convened by the regional economic com­
missions for Africa, Asia and the Far East and Latin
America, and by the United Nations Economic and
Social Office in Beirut. A valuable contribution to the
preparatory process had been made by the ECE Sym­
posium on Problems relating to Environment held at
Prague in May 1971. Although there were understand­
able differences of approach to envir~nmental proble~s
by developed and developing countrIes, the full parti­
cipation of developing countries in the Conference
would make it possible for such differences to be recon­
ciled within the United Nations framework.

346. Members of the Committee expressed satis­
faction with the progress that was being made in the
preparatory work for the Conference. It was stressed
that the Conference should concentrate on issues on
which practical progress was likely to be achieved
through international action and that there must be
selectivity in the presentation of action proposals. A
number of representatives pointed to marine pollution
as one area in which such results could be obtained.
One representative emphasized that the Preparatory
Committee must be kept fully informed of all aspects
of the preparatory process.

* Item on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
of the General Ass~mbly.

1 ElAC.24/SR.412-416.
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States should be permitted to participate. Other rep­
resentatives considered that, since the question of par­
ticipation in the Conference was to be decided by the
General Assembly, it need not be discussed by the
Council.

353. One representative suggested that there sh?uld
be an "Environment Decade'~, which would be Inte­
grated with the Second United Nations Development
Decade.

354. In reply to questions, the Secretary-General of
the Conference assured the Committee that the Con­
ference documents would be presented in a concise and
easily readable form and that the requiremt;nts con­
cerning the publication of documents in the working
languages would be fully respected.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

355. At its 1785th meeting,2 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Co-ordination Committee
(E/5052),8 took note with appreciation of the report
of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment on its second
session (E/4991) and, in the light of the importance
of the subject, decided to transmit the summary rec­
ords of the Co-ordination Committee's discussion of
the item to the General Assembly and to the Prepara­
tory Committee at its third session.

2 E/SR.1785.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 11.
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359. At the 433rd meeting, the representative of
Norway introduced a draft resolution (E/AC.24/
L.416) on the eighth report of the Advisory Com­
mittee. The Co-ordination Committee adopted the draft
resolution unanimously.

B. Future institutional arrangements for seience
and technology

362. The Council resumed consideration of the
question of future institutional arrangements for science
and technology, as item 11 (a) of the agenda of its
fiftieth session, at its 1752nd to 1754th, 1756th, 1766th,
1767th and 1772nd meetings.5 It had before it the re­
port of the Secretary-General on the subject (E/4845),
the views of the Advisory Committee on the Applica­
tion of Science and Technology to Development
(E/4827), chapter VII of the report of CPC on its
eighth session (E/4989),6 and a note by the Secretary­
General (E/49.59) summarizing the debate which had
taken place at the forty-ninth session on the subject
and giving additional relevant information relating to
the item.

363. On the question of the establishment of
machinery for the application of science and technology
to development, several representatives were in favour
of a standing committee of the General Assembly
which would report to the Assembly through the
Council. In their view" a standing committee of the
Assembly would have the requisite political leverage.

3 E/SR.1799.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 10.
5 E/SR.1752-1754, 1756, 17661,1767, 1772.
6 Official Record'tl of the Economic and Social Council, Fif­

tieth Session, Supplement No. 5.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

360. At its 1799th meeting,S the Council
l.m.animously adopted the draft resolution recommended
by the Co-ordination Committee in its report
(E/5068).4

361. In the resolution (1637 (LI)), the Council
( 1) noted with appreciation the eighth report of the
Advisory Committee on the Application of Science
and Technology to Development; (2) welcomed the
Committee's continuing emphasis on the importance
of the transfer of technology to developing countries
and its collaboration with UNCTAD, UNIDO and
other United Nations bodies in that field; and (3) re­
quested UNESCO to consider the Committee's rec­
ommendations to proceed with a survey of research
institutions and laboratories in developed countries
which had been concl.~ed with research on problcms
of. developing countries~ '1d to implement the Com­
mIttee's recommendation.r. concerning bilateral links
~etween r~search illstitutioIl:; {.If developed and develop­
mg countnes.
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Chapter XII

QUESTIONS RELATING TO SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

A. Report of the Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology to Devel­
opment

356. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
10 (a) of the agenda of the fifty-first session (Report
of the Advisory Committee on the Application of
Science and Technology) at its 420th and 433rcl
meetings.1 The Committee had before it the eighth
report of the Advisory Committee on the Application
of Science and Technology to Development (E/4970).2
Parts of the report relating to other items on the
Council's agenda were brought to the Council's atten­
tion in connexion with the items concerned.

357. Introducing the report, the Director of the
Office for Science and Technology of the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs said that the report
was largely devoted to a review of the Advisory Com­
mittee's work programme. Among the subjects covered
in the report was the question of global research pro­
jects. The Advisory Committee was disappointed that
UNDP, after establishing the principle of setting aside
a percentage of its resources for intercountry research
projects, had in fact reduced the funds available. The
Committee intended to examine the question further
and to study definitions and criteria that could be used
to define such projects. The report also stressed the
Advisory Committee's interest in the subject of the
transfer of technology and briefly reviewed the action
taken on its earlier recomm~ndations. The Committee
had welcom~d the establishment of an Intergovern­
mental Working Group OD the. Transfer of Technology
within UNCTAD and hoped it would develop concrete
proposals for action at the intergovernmental and na­
tional levels. The Committee had continued to stress
the importance of collaboration between scientists of
developed and developing countries and had made
further suggestions for stimulating such co-operation.
The recommendations fell largely within the province
of UNESCO. The Committee had also taken up the
question of natural disasters, and was undertaking
a preliminary study as a contribution towards the im­
plementation of General Assembly resolution 2717
(XXV).

358. Representatives expressed satisfaction with the
report and with the work the Advisory Committee was
undertaking. One representative expressed the view
that the Advisory Committee appeared to have de­
parted from its role of advisory group and was behav­
ing as an intergovernmental body. The Advisory
Committee should, he suggested, confine itself to rec­
ommending studies to intergovernmental bodies. The
suggestion was also made that the Committee should
hold only one plenary session and a number of work­
ing group meetings during the year.

1 ElAC.24/SR,420, 433.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fif­

tieth Session, Supplement No. 10.
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Some representatives believed that the estab"ishment of
a standiDg committee of the Council would best meet
the required objectives, and would facilitate the co­
ordination by the Council of the activities in the field
of science and technology in the United Nations system.
Other representatives considered that the Council itself
should establish and co-ordinate policies on questions
of science and technology, either in plenary or through
a new sessional committee. Emphasis was laid on the
need to define clearly the mandate of the proposed
intergovernmental machinery. In that context, reference
was made to assistance to developing countries to
overcome the lag which separated them from the de­
veloped countries in the field of science and technology.
Many re.presentatives also stressed the importance of
safeguarding the competence of the Intergovernmental
Group on the Transfer of Technology established by the
Trade and Development Board. It was furt.her pointed
out that, at the sectoral level, the specialized agencies
should be responsible lor promoting the wider applica­
tion of new scienGfic and technological developments
in their respective :fields of competence. Several repre­
sentatives favoured the retentkm of the Advisory Com­
mittee on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development which, in their view, would continue
to serve, in its capacity as an independent panel of
experts, as a necessary complement to intergovernmental
bodies active in that field.

364. The representative of Brazil, on behalf also
of Kenya, the Sudan and Yugoslavia, introduced a
draft resolution (E/L.1400) by which the Council
would (1) decide to recommend the establishment, by
the General Assembly, of a standing committee to deal,
at a general and planning level, with all questions
related to science and technology; (2) recommend to
the General Assembly that the proposed committee
should submit its reports to the General Assembly
through the Council; (3) request the Secretary-General
to submit a report to the General Assembly at its twenty­
sixth session on the possible terms of reference of the
standing committee, taking into account the specific
competence of UNcrAD, UNIDO and other interses­
sional organs of the General Assembly, as well as the
need for co-ordination between them and the proposed
standing committee; (4) recommend that the standing
committee should have at its disposal the necessary
scientific and technical expertise drawn from ad hoc
panels of experts attached to it or from the specialized
agencies and IAEA as appropriate; and (5) reiterate
the view that any institutional arrangements in the field
of science !ll1d technology could only be meaningful if
additional resources were made available for tackling
major problem areas along the lines recommended in
the International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade.

365. The representative of the United States of
America submitted a draft resolution (E/L.1407) by
which the Council would (1) decide to set up a stand­
ing intergovernmental committee on science and tech­
nology to report to the Council; (2) decide that, pur­
suant to Article 62 of the Charter, the Council would
report to the General Assembly what action it had talken
on the report of the standing intergovernmental com­
mittee on science and technology and what matters in
the committee's report were forwarded for considera··
tion of the General Assembly; (3) decide that the
standing committee should be composed of mem­
bers; taking into account equitable geographical distri­
bution and membership of developing as well as

developed nations; (4) decide that the intergovern­
mental committee should have at its disposal the neces­
sary scientific and technical expertise drawn from
ad hoc panels of experts attached to it or from the
specialized agencies and IAEA, as appropriate;
(5) dedde that the responsibilities of the committee
would be to advise the Council and to make recom­
mendations as appropriate on scientific and tech­
nological matters of importance to the United Nations
system in the economic and social sphere, including
the application of science and technology to develop­
ment, scientific exchange among nations, forecasting
future developments in science and technology and
their social implications, priorities for international
action, and environmental aspects of the foregoing;
and (6) decide to reconstitute the Advisory Committee
as expert panels of the standing committee in confor­
mity with the needs of the committee.

366. The representative of France introduced a
draft resolution (E/L.1420) by which the Council
would (1) decide to maintain, in order to achieve the
aims of the International Development Strategy in
the sphere of science and technology, the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Tech­
nology to Development, with a membership of 24,
to be appointed in the manner laid down in Council
resolution 980 A (XXXVI); (2) decide that the term
of office of members should be three years and should
be renewable; and (3) request the Secretary-General
to submit to it at its fifty-first session suggestions on
the more extel~sive help the Advisory Committee might
give the Council and the ffitergovernmental body con­
templated in its resolutions 1454 (XLVII) and 1544­
(XLIX), in order to enable the Council better to
co-ordinate and stimulate the work of bodies and
agencies of the United Nations system dealing with
science and technology.

367. On the proposal of the representative of
Yugoslavia, supported by the representative of the
United States of America, the Council decided, by
17 votes to none, with 7 abstentions, to adjourn the
debate on the subitem, along with the proposals under
consideration, to its fifty-first session.

368. At its fifty-first session, the Council con­
sidered, at its 1795th to 1798th meetings,7 the qU(~s­

tion of future institutional arrangements for science
and technology as item 10 (b) of its agenda. In
addition to the documents mentioned in paragraph 3(62
and draft resolutions submitted at the fiftieth session
(E/L.1400, E/L.1407 and E/L.1420) , it had before it
chapter I, section B, of the thirty-second report of ACC
(E/5012 (Part I».

369. At t~e 1795th meeting, the representative of
the Sudan introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1451),
part B of which dealt with future institutional arrange­
ments for science and technology. The sponsors, in
addition to the Sudan, were the Democratic Repub­
lic of the Congo, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia,
the Niger, Norway, Tunisia and the United States of
America. New Zealand subsequently joined in spon­
soring the draft resolution.

370. Brazil, Uruguay and Yugoslavia submitted
two amendments (E/L.1459) to part B of the draft
resolution (E/L.1451). The first amendment provided
for the replacement of operative paragraphs 1 and 2

7 E/SR.1795-1798.
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by a text under which the Council would decide to
establish a Special Committee, composed of the
27 members of the Council and 27 other States
Members of the United Nations, to deal, at a gen­
eral and planning level, with questions relating to the
application of science and technology to develop­
ment, the terms of reference of which would be estab­
lished by the General Assembly; the Committee would
be regularized as a standing committee of the Council
after the enlargement of the Council and would report
to the General Assembly through the Council. The
second ariit:udment concerned paragraph 3 and pro­
vided for the replacement of the words "fifty-second"
by "resumed fifty-first"; the deletion of the word
"standing", and for the addition of the following
words at the end of the paragraph: "with a view
to enabling the General Assembly to establish its terms
of reference at it" +wenty-sixth session".

371. The repre~"ntative of the United States of
America withdrew his delegation's draft resolution
(E/L.1407) at the 1796th meeting. At the same
m(~eting, the representatives of Kenya and the Sudan
withdrew their sponsorship of the draft resolution
contained in document E/L.1400.

372. Some representatives felt that questions of
scJence ,and. technology would more appropriately be
dealt with by the General Assembly. In any event
in their view a decision should not be taken whet'
even the terms of reference of the. proposed standing
committee were not defined. Another representative
thought it would be pointless to establish such a com­
mittee unless adequate resources were' available for
its use. One representative, while supporting the estab-

.lishment of a Council committee on science and tech­
'nology, said his delegation would make further efforts
at the appropriate time to obtain agreement on ex­
panding the scope of the committee's functions.

373. At. the 1796th meeting, the representative of
Greece introduced' a draft resolution (E/L.1458) by
which the Council would decide to defer the adoption
of decisions on questions concerning, inter alia, institu­
tional arrangements for science and technology, to its
resumed fifty-first session.

374. At the 1794th meeting the Council decided to
give priority to the draft resolution contained in docu­
ment E/L.1451.8

375. The Council voted on the proposals before it
at its 1798th meeting. In accordance with rule 66 of
the rules of procedure it voted first on the Greek
draft resolution (E/L.1458). It rejected the text by
17 votes to 8, with 2 abstentions.

376. t'he Council voted on the amendments by
Brazil, Uruguay and Yugoslavia (E/L.1459) by roIl
call at the request of the representative of Brazil. It
rejected each of the amendments by 18 votes to 5, with
4 abstentions. The voting in each case was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Peru, Uruguay, Yugo­
slavia.

Against: Congo (Democratic Republic of), France,
Ghana, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Niger, Norway, New Zealand,
Pakistan, Sudan, Tunisia, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Amer­
ica.

Abstaining: Greece, Haiti, Hungary, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

8 See chapter IV, paragraph 43.

377. The Council adopted part B of the draft
resolution (E/L.1451) by 19 votes to 5, with 3 ab­
stentions, by roll call at the request of the representa­
tives of Brazil and Yugoslavia9 (for the text, see
paragraph 379 below). The voting was as follows:

In favour: Congo (Democratic Republic of),
France, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia, Niger, Norway,
New Zealand, Pakistan, Sudao1 Tunisia, United King­
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America. '

Against: Brazil, Ceylon, Peru, Uruguay, Yugo­
slavia.
" Abstaining: Greece, Hungary, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

378. At the 1798th meeting, the representative of
Brazil, on behalf also of Yugoslavia, withdrew the
draft resolution contained in document E/L,1400. At
the same meeting, the representative of France in­
formed the Council that he would not press the draft
resolution contained in document E/L.1420 to the
vote at that stage.

379. In resolution 1621 B (LI), the Council
(1) decided to establish a standing committee of the
Council composp,d of 54 members, to· be elected in
accordance with the present geographical distribution
of seats in the Council, to provide policy guidance
and make recommendations on matters relating to the
application of science and technology to development
and to report to the General Assembly through the

.Council; (2) decided further to review at its fifty­
seventh session the im~titutiona1 arrangements for
science and technology in the li.ght of the implementa­
tion of the provision£ c·ol'ltained in operative para­
graph 1 of resolution 1621 A (LI) and of the provi­
sions of its resolution 1623 (LI); (3) requested the
Secretary-General to submit a report to the Counc:H
at its fifty-second session on the possible terms of
reference of the standing committee referred to in para­
graph 1 above, taking into account the specific com­
petence of UNCTAD, UNIDO, the specialized agen­
cies and IAEA and of the intersessional organs of the
General Assembly, and the need for co-ordination
between them and the standing committee; (4) decided
further to ma:fntain the Advisory Committee on the
Application (If Science and Technology to Develop­
ment, with a membership of 24, to be appointed in
the manner lnid down in Counca resolution 980 A
(:XXXVI) of 1 August 1963, tnat the term of office
of the members should be three years and could be
renewed, that the Advisory Committee was to furnish
expertise to the standing committee, iI1t addition to its
terms of reference as set forth in that resolution and
that it might receive such instructions from the stand­
ing committee as would be necessary to provide it with
scientific, technological and innovative advice and
ideas in that field; (5) reiterated the view that any
institutional arrangements in the field of science and
technology could only be meaningful if adequate
resources were made available fer tackling major
problem areas, in accordance with th\~~ relevant provi­
sions of the International Developmeut Strategy for
the Second United Nations Development Decade.

380. At its 1798th meeting, the Council decided to
postpone consideration of the draft resolution sub-

9 For the vote on the draft resolution (E/L.1451) as a whole,
see chapter IV, paragraph 49.
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mitted by France in document ElL.1420, and to
include in the agenda of the resumed fifty-first session
an item on the Advisory Committee on the Applica­
tion of Science and Technology to Development.

C. World Plan of Action

381. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 10 (c) of the agenda of the fifty-first session
(World Plan of Action) at its 425th, 426th, 432nd
and 433rd meetings.10 The Committee had before it
the report of the Advisory Committee on the Applica­
tion of Science and Technology to Development on the
World Plan of Action for the Application of Sc~ence

and Technology to Development (E/4962 and Acid.1
(Parts I to XII)). ,

382. Introducing the report, the Director of the
Office for Science and Technology of the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs ~aid that the Advisory
Committee had prepared the World Plan of Action in
response to General Assembly resolution 1944
(XVIII). The Plan, which had been prepared in close
association with the specialized agen.cies and IAEA and
a number of intergovernmental ,and non-governmental
organizations, was intended to provide a framework
for some of the principal efforts of United Nations
organizations in the application of science and technol­
ogy during the Second Development Decade. Volume I
of the report listed priority areas in which the Advi­
sory Committee considered that science and technology
could make a major impact. Volume 11 contained
more detailed proposals for a wider range of areas.
The Committee had set out its various proposals for
action to implement the Plan in a draft resolution
recommended for adoption by the Council in the annex
to volume I.

383. Members of the Committee congratulated the
Advisory Committee and the organizations concerned
on the report submitted and stressed the potential
contribution the Plan could make to the Second Devel­
opment Decade. It was noted, however, that most
Governments had not had time to examine the Plan
thoroughly and were not, therefore, in a position to
make more than preliminary comments on the Plan
or on the Advisory Committee's proposals for its
implementation.

384. At the 432nd meeting, the representative of
the United States of America, on behalf also of France,
introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.413). The
representatives of the USSR, Norway and Brazil sug­
gested amendments. At the 433rd meeting, the repre­
sentative of France introduced a revised draft
(ElAC.24/L.413/Rev.l) taking into account the
suggestions made. The Committee adopted the revised
draft unanimously.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

385. At its 1799th meeting,S the Committee un­
animously adopted the draft resolution recommended
by the Co-ordination Committee in its report (El
5068).4 In the resolution (1638 (LI)), the Council
(1) commended the Advisory Committee on the Ap­
plication of Science and Technology to Development,
the Secretariat, the specialized agencies and IAEA
for the activities which had culminated in the WmId
Plan of Action and for the stimulating ideas contained
in volume I; (2) noted with great interest the World

10 ElAC.24/SR.425, 426, 432, 433.
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Plan of Action as an important adjunct to the Inter­
national Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade; (3) decided, in view
of its inability to study the Plan adequately at its fifty­
first session and in the light of its continuing im~

portance and dynamic nature, to consider it in more
detail at its fifty-second and fifty-third sessions;
(4) recommended that the Secretary-General solicit
the views of all concerned prior to 1 February 1972
so that appropriate follow-up action could be taken,
and that the General Assembly defer any in-depth ~on­

sideration of the Plan until its twenty-seventh session;
(5) called on Member Governments to consider care­
fully the World Plan of Action, and to bear in mind
its ideas where appropriate, when considering their
bilateral programmes of aid to developing countries;
(6) further called on UNCTAD, UNIDO, the govern­
ing bodies of the specialized agencies, in particular
IBRD, and those of IAEA and other intergovernmental
bodies, and more especially UNDP in connexion with
global projec~s, to study the World Plan of Action
and to bear in mind the ideas proposed in it in devel­
oping their own programmes; and (7) requested the
regional economjc commissions to consider the prop­
osals contained in the World Plan of Action in the
light of the needs of the countries in each of the
regions, with a view to preparing specific plans of
action for each region.

D. The role of modern science and technology
in the development of nations and the need
to strengthen economic and technico-scientific
co.operation among States

386. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 10 (d) of the agenda of the fifty-first session
(The role of modern science and technology in the
development of nations and the need to strengthen
economic and technico-scientific co-operation among
States) at its 421st, 423rd, 432nd and 433rd meet­
ings.ll It had before it the progress report of the
Secretary-General (E/5019) on the study to be pre­
pared in· accordance with General Assembly resolu­
tion 2658 (XXV) and the views and suggestions of
the Advisory Committee contained in its eighth report
(E/4970,2 paras. 36-38).
. 387. Introducing the progress report, the Director
of the Office for Science and Technology of the Depart­
ment of Economic and Social Affairs said that the
Secretary-General had consulted the Advisory Com­
mittee on the Application of Science and Technology
to Development, and the latter would consider the
matter further at its fifteenth session, to be held in
November 1971. The Secretary-General had also sought
the views of Governments and of the organizations of the
United Nations system. It was expected that a first
draft of the study would be circulated to Member
States in 1972 and that the final text would be com­
pleted early in 1973.

388. There was general support in the Co-ordination
Committee for the Advisory Committee's suggestion
that the report to be prepared under General Assem­
bly resolution 2658 (XXV) should be limited and
well-defined in scope and not encyclopaedic. Repre­
sentatives also stressed that the report should be
forward-looking and not simply a review of work
already carried out.

11 ElAC.24/SR.421, 423, 432, 433.
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ACTION BY THE COUNt:IL

399. At its 1799th meeting,S the Council unani­
mously adopted tr.e draft resolution recommended by

experts convened by the Secretary-General in response
to General Assembly resolution 2684 (XXV) , in
which the Secretary-General had been requested to
transmit the report to the General Assembly through
the Council. The Secretary-General had commended
the strategy statement to Govermnents for urgent
consideration.

394. Commenting on the structural proposals put
forward by the panel of experts, a number of repre­
sentatives stressed that the protein problem could not
be treated in isolation since it was an integral part
not only of the world food problem but of the develop­
ment problem as a whole. There was general support
for the panel's proposal for the expansion and
strengthening of the FAO/WHO/UNICEF Protein
Advisory Group to serve as the principal technical body
in that field in the United Nations system. Opinion was
divided with regard to the proposal for a new inter­
governmental committee operating at the highest level.
Many representatives questioned the need fOf, or
utility of, such an organ. Others expressed support
for the establishment of a body capable of mobilizing
international opinion and action. Similarly, a number
of representatives considered that the establishment
of a special protein fund would be undesirable and
might be counterproductive, while others thought the
creation of a fund would greatly assist efforts to resolve
the edible protein crisis. The view was expressed that
before establishing a special fund or new political
body, it might be well to explore further the possibil­
ities of strengthening the existing machinery. Sevl~ral

representatives pointed out that their Governments
had not had time to have the report thoroughly studied
by the competent national authorities and had not taken
a final position on the proposed strategy.

395. At the 427th meeting, the representative of
Kenya introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.241
LA04) on measures to avert the protein. crisis in
developing cou.ntries. At the 428th meeting, the repre­
sentative of the United States of America introduced
a draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.40S). After consulta­
tions among the sponsors and interested delegations,
the two draft resolutions were withdrawn and the
representative of Kenya, at the 429th meeting, intro~

duced a joint draft resolution sponsored by Ghana,
Kenya, the United States of America and the USSR
(ElAC.24/L.408).

396. At the same meeting the representative of
France proposed the addition of the words "distributed
too late to be the subject of detailed examination by
the Council" after the reference to the report of the
Secretary-General in the first paragraph of the pre­
amble. The amendment was adopted by 9 votes to 7,
with 8 abstentions.

397. 'The representative of Brazil proposed the
addition of a new operative paragraph 8 under which
the Council would transmit the report of the Secretary­
General contained in document E/S018 for further
consideration by the General Assembly. The amend­
ment was rejected by IS votes to S, with 4 absten­
tions.

398. The draft resolution as so amended and as
orally revised by the sponsors was adopted unani­
mously.

389. At the 432nd meeting, the representative of
France, on behalf also of Kenya, the Niger, Norway,
Tunisia, the United States of America and Yugoslavia,
introduced a draft resolution (E/AC.24/LA12). The
representative of the USSR suggested amendments. At
the 433rd meeting, the representative of Yugoslavia, on
behalf of the sponsors, orally revised the draft resolution
taking into account the suggestions made. The Commit­
tee unanimously adopted the draft as so revised.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

390. At its 1799th meeting,S the Council consid­
ered the draft resolution recommended by the Com­
mittee in its report (E/S068). The Council agreed, on
the proposal of the representative of France, to add
the words "and essentially forward-looking)' at the end
of paragraph 2. The draft resolution, as so amended,
was adopted unanimously.

391. In the resolution (1639 (LI», the Council
(1) took note with appreciation of the draft outline
submitted by the Secretary-General in the annex to
his report (E/S019), expressing at the ~arm;; time
the wi<sh that an effort would be made to shorten and
simplity that plan; (2) endorsed the r~commenda­

tions of the Advisory Committee on the Application
of Science and rI'echnology to DevelopmeHt that the
proposed study should not be encyclopaeaic in char­
act~r but limited and well-defined in scope and essen­
tially'forward-look ing; (3) called again on the Govern­
ments of Member States, the specialized agencies, in
particular UNESCO and WHO, IAEA, and the other
organs of the United Nations system concerned to
contribute to the preparation of the study reque~'ted

in paragraph 8 of General Assembly resolution 2658
(XXV) ; (4) invited the Secretary-General and
UNESCO to take all necessary steps to prqmote ~he

preparation of those studies; (5) expressed the wIsh
that UNESCO should examine, in agreement with the
Secretary-General, the P?ssibility o~ comb~ning tp-ose
studies, as would be emmently deSIrable, m a smgle
publication; and (6) requested the Ser~retary-General
to report to the Council and to the General Assembly
on the result of those exchanges of view and to keep
the Council, the General Assembly and the Advisory
Committee on. the Application of Science and Tech­
nology to Development regularly informed of the pro­
gress of the preparatory work.

E. Edible protein

392. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 10 (e) (Edible protein) at its 426th to 429th
meetings.12 The Committee had before it a report
of the Secretary-General entitled "Strategy statement
on action to avert the protein crisis in developing
countries" (E/S018 and Corr.l); the relevant part
of the thirty-seventh report of ACC (E/5012, Part I,
paras. 13-19) and the comments by ACC (E/S047)
on the Secretary-General's report (E/5018 and Corr.l) .
It also received statements submitted by the Interna­
tional Conference of Catholic Charities (E/C.2/737)
and the Commission of the Churches on International
Affairs (E/C.2/738).

393. Introducing the Secretary-General's report
(E/S018 and Corr.l), the Director of the Office for
Science and Technology said that the strategy state­
ment had been prepared by a high-level panel of

12 ElAC.24/SR.426-429.

! •

"J

"J
"J
f

r
I
1
1

.,
t
~

,
I
~

I
1

"'"
1
J
:l

"'"

f
t

r

"'"

V
"'"
1
t ., ..
e
t
r

.,. •
1
1

I

"'"
~

1
r

I,

J"3.),.



the Committee in its report (E/5068)4. In the r,~so­

lution (1640 (LI», the Council (1) comrnended the
Secretary-General for his report ~nd strategy state­
ment of the high-level p.'anel of independent experts,
prepared in response to General Assembly resolution
2684 (XXV); (2) requested the Administrator of
UNDP to circulate the substantive portions of the
report (chapters I, 11, III and the annex) to the
resident rep1"esentatives of UNDP, with a view to
maximizing their efforts and collaboration with the
various Governments, so that that very important
problem could be brought more forcibly to the atten",
tion of the national development planning officials at
the highest possible level; (3) urged that greater
emphasis in meeting the problem be placed on national
development planning; (4) urged aI,so the Govern­
ments of developed countries Members of the Unit(~d

Nations to reinforce their support of programmes and
projects dealing with the problem on bilateral and
multilateral levels; (5) recommended the appropriate
United Nations organs and the specialized agencies to
participate in the FAO/WHO/UNICEF Protein Ad­
visory Group, in order to broaden its activities, and
continued to urge th~ expansion of that Group to
include all the org'lnizations concerned; (6) requested
the legislative bodies of UNICEF, FAO, UNESCO,
WHO and other appropriate bodies of the United
Nations family of organizations, including the Advi­
sory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development, to incorporate in ..heir
agendas as a major topic of consideration, at the
earliest possible date, the discussion of the strategy
statement for solving the protein gap as contaI\1led
in chapters I, II and III and the annex of the report
of the Secretary-General (E/5018), and requested
that appropriate experts of the FAO/WHO/UNICEF
Protein Advisory Group be invited to participate in
the consideration of the strategy by tho~e bodies~

and (7) requested the FAO/WHO/UNICEF Protein
Advisory Group to submit to the appropriate inter­
governmental bodies of the United Nations system ~11

annual report giving an analysis of the progress and
problems encountered in the solution of the problem
of the protein gap, with suggestions and options for
possible courses of action by those intergovernmental
bodies.

F. Application. of computer technology to
development

400. The Council considered item 11 (b) of the
agenda of its fiftieth session (Application of computer
technology to development) at its 1753rd, 1755th,
1756th and 1763rd meetings.lS It had before it
the report of the Secretary-General on the application
of computer technology to development (E/4800) .14

401. It was generally agreed that there was f!. great
need in th0 developing countries for the training and
education not only of computer experts but also of
managers, decision-makers and the general public.
Although the developing countries would haw; to con­
tinue for the foreseeable future to send their;' nationals
abroad for training until they could establish adequate
educational faciHties at the national or regional level,
an increasing proportion of such training should be

IS E/SR.1753, 1755, 1756, 1763.
14 The Application of Computer Technology for Development

(United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.71.II.A.1.).
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carried out in the developing countries themselves. There
was wide support for the suggestions that each devel­
oping country needed a broad national policy on the
application of computer technology. Clearly, that would
have to take into account the level of development
of each country.

402. While some representatives were of the opinion
that the proposal contained in the report for establish­
ing an international advisory board on computer tech­
nology for development might not be timely, others
believed it should be further examined. Although it
was emphasized that the developing countries should
not consider it as a panacea, it was recognized that
computer technology would increase in importance in
the developing countries during the Second United
Nations Development Decade. It was appreciated that
at times caution was needed in using computer tech­
nology, as had been pointed out in the report. With
respect to the relationship between the use of com­
puter technology and the level of employment in
developing countries, it was suggested that the United
Nations should initiate a study on that topic.

403. It was noted that the report did not give a
comprehensive description of computer installations in
the developing countries. It was also pointed out by
one representative that the report touched only lightly
upon a number of questions of major importance for
decisions in connexion with computer investment.

404. The representative of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) informed the Council
that, in response to one of the recommendations in.
the Secretary-General's report dealing with legal pro­
tection of computer programmes, a meeting of an
advisory group composed of representatives of Govern­
ments and experts had been convened in March 1971.

405. The representative of France, on behalf also
of Lebanon, Madagascar, Norway, Tunisia and Yugo­
slavia, introduced a draft resolution (E/L.1410) at
the 1763rd meeting. In response to suggestions made
during the discussion, the sponsors orally revised their
draft by inserting in operative paragraph 3 between
the words "Development" and "to prepare" the words
"and with the assistance of the specialized agencies
concerned, in particular UNESCO aided by the Inter­
governmental' Bureau for Informatics". At the 1763rd
meeting in a separate vote requested by the repre­
sentative of the USSR, the new phrase was adopted
by 14 votes to none, with 10 abstentions. The revised
draft resolution, as a whole, was adopted without
objection.

406. In the resolution (1571 (L» the Council
( 1) took note with interest of the report of the Sec­
retary-General; (2) requested the Secretary-General
to circulate the report widely to the Governments of
Member States and to international governmental and
non-governmental organizations interested in the ap­
plication ~f computer technology to development, so
as to elicit their comments on the conclusions and
recommendations in the report; (3) further requested
the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Advi­
sory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to Development and with the assistance
of the specialized agencies concerned, in particular
UNESCO aided by the Intergovernmental Bureau of
Informatics, to prepare for the fifty-third session of
the Council another report on the subject, taking into
account the discussion of the current report in the
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Council and in the General Assembly and the com­
ments made on it by the Governments and organiza­
tions consulted; (4) invited UNDP to consider grant­
ing to developing countries, at their request and with
the help of the specialized agencies concerned, suit­
able assistance for the application of computer tech-

nology to development; and (5) urged the Govern­
ments of Member States, the specialized agencies and
IAEA, and the other international organizations con­
cerned to help the Secretary-00iieral to promote inter­
national co-operation among Member States in the
application of computer technology to development.

• 1) •

•
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Cllapter XIII

REGIONAL CO-OPERATION

A. Reports of the regional economic commissions
and of the United Nations Economic and Social
Office in Beirut

407. The Council began its consideration of
item 6 (a) of the agenda of its fifty-first session
(Reports of the regional economic commissions and
of the UNESOB) at its 1777th meetingl in the con­
text of the general discussion of international economic
and social policy (item 2 of the agenda of the fifty­
first session). The item was subsequently considered
in the Economic Committee at its 523rd to 528th and
530th meetings.2 The Council had before it the
annual report of the Economic Commission for Europe
(E/5001)8 and summary; the annual report of the
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East
(E/50204 and Add.l and summary); the annual report
of the Economic Commission for Latin America
E/5027° and summary); the annual report of the Eco­
nomic Commission for Africa (E/49976 and sum­
mary) ; a report on the activities of the United
Nations Economic and Social Office in Beirut
(E/5006); the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on
the activities of ECLA (E/4935 and Add.I-2); a letter
dated 5 July 1971 from the Permanent Representative
of Hungary to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the Economic and Social Council
(E/L.1427); the report of the meetings of Executive
Secretaries of the regional economic commissions
held in 1971 (E/5039); a note by the Secretary­
Ge~eral o~ the question of representation of Angola,
GUInea (Blssau) and MOlmmbique in ECA (E/5051);
a.nd a note by the Secretary-General on the participa­
tIOn o~ the Inte~governmental Council of Copper­
Exportmg Countnes (CIPEC) as an observer in the
work of ECLA and ECA (E/AC.6/L.424).

408. The Executive Secretary of BCE said that
ECE was giving special attention to studies of long­
term e;conomic trends since long-term trends- in the
region, which accounted for some 75 per cent of
all the world's exports, were bound to have a pro­
found effect on world trade. The study on structural
trends in the European manufacturing industries in
progress had already shown that intensified speciali­
zation was taking place within the broad branches of
industry and that the traditional pattern of interna­
tional trade built on comparative advantages derived
from natural resources factor en.dowments had become
less marked in industrialized Europe. International
trade specialization was increasingly based on man­
made advantages, mainly derived from research and
technology.

1 E/SR.1777.
2 ElAC.6/SR.523-528, 530.
:1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 3.
4 Ibid., Sl/pplemem No. 2.
r; Ibid., Supplement No. 4 and S",pplement No. 4a.
6 Ibid., Supplement No. 5, vols. I and 11.
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409. Another secretariat study on the consistency
of fore~gp. trade indicated, as one of its preliminary
cOncIUSIO'ilS, that the 6 per cent growth rate envisaged
for the Second Development Decade was feasible
provided that the rate of growth of the developed
world remained high in real terms and that the struc­
tural trend~ in E~rop~an industries continued along
the same lInes as m the past. It might be useful for
ECE t~ review the growth performance of both the
de~elopmg and the more developed countries of its
regIOn.

410. The growth of East-West trade had been
particul~r1y . dyrmmic and, co?trary to expectations,
had mamtamed a rather rapId rate of increase in
197'\. Taking into account the Executive Secretary's
ar \ "cal report on the state of intra-European Trade
(B/.bCE/761/Rev.l),7 the Commission had decided
to ?onti.nue its effons t.o sol~e ~ajor outstanding trade
polIcy Issues and to Intensify Its work on practical
measures for trade promotion.

411. In science and technology, a field which had
received the highest priority from the Commission,
a l~ew .trend had become apparent; instead of com­
pctIng m parallel research, which was very expensive
qo~ernments were beginning to co-operate and spe:
clal.lZe. In all the ~CE countries, irrespective of their
~oCIaI a.nd econom~c syst~ms, there was a growing
I:~lterest m co-operatIOn in the field of science applica­
tIOn and te~h~ological polici~s. Against that background
~e. CommIssIon had es~ablIshed. a new principal sub­
SIdIary body, the Semor AdVIsers on Science and
Technology to EeE Governments. Close consultation
a~d. co-ope~ation with. UNESCO was being main­
tamed. PartIcular attentIon was being devoted to the
problems of the less developed countries of Europe
I~. was also con~idered that the more developed coun~
trIes o.f the r~gIon had ?1uch to offer to developing
countnes outSIde the regIOn. A recent decision of the
Special Conference of UNIDO related to co-operation
with BCE for the purpose of disseminating through
U~IJ~O the po.sitive exp~rience in industry and the
SCIentIfic, techmcal and Industrial know-how of the
developed countries of the BeE region.

41~. T~e Commission was dealing also with the
negatIve SIde-effects of technological progress, partic­
u.lariy the enyironmental effects. A successful sympo­
SlUm on envIronmental problems had been held at
Prague in May 1971. The transformation of the meet­
ing into a symposium had made it possible for experts
from the German Democratic Republic to attend the
meeting in ~ccordanc~ with the established practice
for decentralIzed meetmgs of ECE. The Commission
at its last session had also decided to establish a new
principal subsidiary body, the Senior Advisers to ECE
Governments on Environmental Problems. The results
of the Prague Symposium constituted an important

7 Ibid" Supplement No. 3, para. 212.
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contribution of EeE to the forthcoming United Na­
tions Conference on the Human Environment.

413. The purpose of the Commission's long-term
projectiom') programme was to understand the present
as well as to foretell the future. The Senior Economic
Advisers to BCE Governments had decided to concen­
trate their attention on the policy problems faced by
Governments in the light of future prospects.

414. Noting that the Commission had decided to
commemorate its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1972,
the Executive Secretary pointed out that the Commis­
sion had been envisaged in 1947 as the central region­
wide organization for promoting co-operation among
all European countries and the United States of Amer­
ica. Since 1947 intensive subregional integration had
taken place in the West and in the East. Much more
intensive co-operation on a region-wide basis was feas­
ible, as the countries of the region had adopted poli­
cies of detente and rapprochement between East and
West, and as technology required that economic ties
be strengthened and widened.

415. The Executive Secretary of ECAFE said that
the economic situation in Asia had considerably im­
proved in 1970. Most countries had apparently at­
tained or f~xceeded the 5 per cent annual growth rate
in gross national product set for the First United
Nations Development Decade but the rise in per capita
income in most ECAFE countries had been less im·,
pressive because of rapid population growth. Moreover,
the gains from development had not been equitably
distributed. During the Second Development Decade the
peoples of Asia expected not merely national devel­
opment hut development with welfare. The Govern­
ments of the r~~gion would, therefore, be seeking as­
sistance to meet the dual obligations of investment and
welfare. .

416. Commf.mting on developments in the region,
he noted that the Kabul Declaration on Asian Eco­
nomic Co-oper:ation and Development adopted by the
Council of MirJisters for Asian Economic Co-operation
at its meeting at Kabul in December 1970 called for
the promotion of intra-regional trade within the frame­
work of regional economic co-operation, setting forth
specific steps for the early establishment of an Asian
clearing-union, and subsequently of an Asian reserve
bank and a scheme of intra-regional trade expansion.
He referred also to a number of the regional projects
undertaken by the ECAFE secretariat in close co­
operation with the Office of Technical Co-operation,
UNDP and the various specialized agencies. Recent
proposals for regional co-operation undertakings in­
cluded an Asian centre for development administra­
tion, a regional typhoon and cyclone damage control
centre, a pepper community and periodical consulta­
tions on rice.

417. As the Commission's membership grew, the
strain on the resources of ECAFE was becoming in­
creasingly evident. He hoped that the Council would
consider providing the Commission with increased
means to carry out its expanding tasks. Noting that
ECAFE was making increasing use of group missions
and related interdisciplinary assistance to countries of
the region in implementing its work programme, he in­
formed members that the first United Nations devel­
opment advisory team to be established in the ECAFE
region would be in the South Pacific area and would
operate under the auspices of ECAFE in close co-

operation with the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.

418. In the field of trade, ECAFE had been able
to intensify its work on commodity plan harmoniza...
tion. The Commission had received co-operation from
many organizations and agencies within the United
Nations family, particularly from UNCTAD. Similarly,
ECAFE and UNIDO had co-operated in organizing the
Second Asian Conference on Industrialization held at
Tokyo in September 1970.

419. The devastating typhoons and cyclones in the
Philippines and East Pakistan had increased the deter...
mination of ECAFE and WMO to mitigate the effects
of such natural disasters. A joint WMO/ECAFE panel
on tropical cyclones, whose responsibilities would com...
plement those of the existing Typhoon Committee,
was planned.

420. ECAFE had been giving due attention to the
social aspects of development. The meetings in 1970
of the Expert Group on Social Development and the
regional seminar on the role of youth in national devel­
opment had provided the basis for formulating ap"
propria.te action programmes. The Asian Population
Programme established within the ECAFE secretariat
included many action-oriented projects at the country,
subregional and regional levels as well as several study
projects to be carried out with the co-operation of
Governments. The Second Asian Population Conference
was planned for October 1972 in Tokyo.

421. With regard to the review and appraisal of
progress during the Second Development Decade, the
Commission had decided to use a high-level expert
group as continuing machinery to assist the secretariat
in providing guide-lines for appraisal at the regional
level and to assist countries in their preparation for
national appraisal upon request.

422. The Executive Secretary of ECLA stated
that Latin America's economic growth had improved
in recent years, the average growth for the period
1968 to 1970 being 6.5 per cent with a per capita
annal growth rate of more than 3.5 per cent, despite
the high levels of population increase in most Latin
American countries. That trend was largely influenced
by the dynamic performance of such large countries
as Brazil, but the 19 countries where statistical infor­
mation was available had had growth rates exceeding
5 per cent annually. In none of the remaining eight
countries had the rate fallen below that of population
growth.

423. The trend towards a more balanced sectoral
growth of production had continued, the most rapid
expansion being in the basic services and manufactur...
ing sectors. Investments and private consumption had
reached high levels, growing by 8.5 per cent and 7 per
cent per annum respectively. Productivity in some of
the modern sectors of the Latin American economies
was close to the average in the industrialized countries
and the levels and patterns of income distribution were
also similar. Technical progress and improvements in
income related, however, only to the modern sector.
The other sectors, in which most of the active popula...
tion was employed, were untouched by the progress
made. One of the main problems of economic devel...
opment in Latin America remained, therefore, to
draw the underprivileged groups into the development
process, in particular by means of a more equitable
distribution of income.

I
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424. With regard to foreign trade and external
financing, the region's exports had increased by 9.5
per cent in 1970 but Latin America was still losing
ground in world trade, which had expanded at an
annual rate of about 14 per cent. The value of the
region's imports had, however, risen for the third suc­
cessive year. As a result, the foreign trade surplus had
been reduced and the balance of payments on current
account had shown a larger deficit than in previous
years. The persistent increase in external indebtedness
was also a cause for serious concern in Latin America.
Rates of interest continued to be high, with short repay­
ment periods and the continuance of tied loans. For­
eign investments in Latin America were directed to­
wards the most dynamic sectors of the economy such
as industry, banking and finance. It was 'understandable
therefore that steps were beginning to be taken in the
region to enable the couiltries concerned to keep con­
trol of certain key economic activities. Some recent
events had had an impact on economic trends in Latin
America. The Petroleum Agreement of the Teheran
Conference was an encouraging example of the results
which could be achieved by the developing countries
when they co-ordinated their efforts. Another devel­
opment which would encourage exports from the devel­
oping countries and Latin America in particular was
the agreement adopted by UNCTAD late in 1970
regarding the system of generalized non-reciprocal
preferences for manufactures and semi-manufactures
from the developing countries. It was hoped that as
a result of the International Devlopment Strategy a
·new order of international trade would come into
:being. With regard to the scheme for Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs), he noted that the allocation to Latin
America was barely equivalent to 2 per cent of the
region's exports of goods and services. As the develop­
ing countries needed more finance to develop their
foreign trade and accelerate their economic growth,
the criteria which had governed the allotment of SDRs
should be revised.

425. The annual report of ECLA gave a detailed
account of the activities of the Commission and the
secretariat, including the Commission's programme of
work and priorities. The secretariat's traditional tasks
covered three major areas: research, technical co­
operation and information. The secretariat's activities
ranged from strictly economic questions to those with
an important social content and from the preparation of
analytical reports to practical technical co-operation
on special problems. In view of the lack of resources,
there was a danger of superficiality in the secretariat's
work. More adequate resources were needed.

426. In future ECLA would be giving priority to
studies connected with development policy and strategy.
With regard to the International Development Strategy,
specific research would be undertaken on such prob­
lems as income distribution, balanced regional devel­
opment, employment and technological development.
In addition, ECLA would give high priority in the field
of social development to the project on the unified
approach now being undertaken in co-operation with
UNRISD. Recognizing the importance of the Strategy
to Latin America, the Commission had decided to
establish a committee of high-level Government eXM
perts from the developing countries members of the
Commission to assist with the review and appraisal
work the Commission was called upon to undertake
during the Second Development Decade. In addition,

the ECLA secretariat had been authorized to convene
a technical meeting of Latin American officials to
frame general directives to help countries make their
own appraisal and facilitate regional appraisal efforts.
The Commission intended to co-operate with the non­
United Nations intergovernmental bodies in the region.
The ECLA secretariat had been recommended to give
high priority in its studies on the Strategy to the ques­
tions most directly related to those that would be dis­
cussed by UNCTAD at its third session. It was hoped
that the studies would provide information and tech­
nical criteria to support and harmonize the action of
the Latin American countries.

427. The report of the Joint Inspection Unit on
ECLA (E/4935 and Add. 1 and 2) had been carefully
reviewed and ECLA was already implementing a num­
ber of its recommendations.

428. The Executive Secretary of ECA stated that
the economic performance of African countries between
1965 and 1969 suggested that much remained to be
done if the majority of African countries were to reach
the targets set for the Second Development Decade.
Available data indicated that the growth rate had been
less than 2 per cent in 10 of the 46 African countries,
between 2 per cent and 6 per cent in 24, and 6 per
cent or more in 12. On the assumption that countries
now growing at annual rates of 5 per cent or more had
a reasonable chance of reaching the targets set in the
Strategy, the preliminary evidence for 1970 suggested
that about two-thirds of the countries of Africa had
fairly good prospects. It was more difficult to make
predictions regarding 1971. Higher oil prices recently
negotiated by Algeria, the Libyan Arab Republic and
Nigeria'should significantly improve the gross domestic
product and export earnings of the region as a whole,
but the recession in a number of the world's important
trading countries was likely to affect the demand for
some African products. With regard to the future, it
was noteworthy that the development plans of some
African countries included growth targets of 6 per cent
or more. The attainment of those targets would repre­
sent a formidable challenge both to the African coun­
tries and to the international community.

429. Recent developments in agriculture, still the
dominant activity in most African economies, had been
encouraging. Gross agricultural output had risen by
about 3 per cent in 1970 for developing Africa as a
whole. However, there would have to be a consider­
able improvement in African agriculture if the target
of 4 per cent annual expansion set for the 1970s was
to be achieved. Violent price fluctuations continued to
cause a large measure of economic instability in most
countries dependent on agricultural exports. It was
hoped that at least some of the price stabilization
systems which had been under intensive consideration
since the creation of UNCTAD would be adopted and
put into operation during the 1970s. Between 1965 and
1969 there had been impressive increases in the pro­
duction of crude petroleum, natural gas and nickel ore
as well as smaller but still significant increases in iron
ore, bauxite and platinum. In May 1971, the African
ministers responsible for industrial development, re­
viewing performance during the 1960s and the meas­
ures needed in the 1970s, had given particular atten..
tion to the relatively high installation and running costs
of African industry, the role of foreign private invest­
ment, and the need to relate industrialization to em­
ployment. African couJ2tries were still troubled with
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balance-of-payments problems, and debt-servicing was
assuming increasing importance. They were becoming
more concerned with achieving monetary independence
and were increasingly relating their commitment to
income payments abroad to the likely level of export
earnings.

430. Since African population growth in the 19608
had been high, the African population would have a
large proportion of young persons and the African
labour force must be expected to grow rapidly until
the end of the century. There would, therefore, be a
heavy demand for education and for manpower train­
ing and it would be necessary to provide for employ­
ment and social overhead facilities.

431. The Conf(;!ence of Ministers, held at Tunis in
February 1971, had adopted a resolution (233 (X))
on the participation of Angola, Guinea (Bissau), Mo­
zambique and Namibia in the work of the Commission
and had requested the Executive Secretary to do every­
thing in his power to assist the liberation movements
of African countries under colonial domination in their
preparation for accession to national sovereignty in
the best possible conditions by providing them with the
means for training competent senior officials and to as­
sociate the representatives of those territories with all
the Commission's multinational economic projects.

432. In the field of transport, many African coun­
tries were receiving support from international finance
institutions to develop their national networks, and the
Commission itself was trying to build the main artery
to link up those national networks. The Commission
had also been promoting collective development efforts
in the Chad, Niger and Senegal basins, some of which
had been assisted by UNDP. With regard to agriculture,
a number of West African countries had agreed to
establish a West African Rice Development Associa­
tion. The Commission was also promoting a livestock
project on similar lines. In such projects the Commis­
sion had established close co-operation with the special­
ized agencies. One of the Commission's main tasks had
been the promotion of multinational economic co­
operation, particularly to assist countries with small
populations and those which could be classified as the
least developed countries. It had stressed that special
attention should be given to the least developed among
the developing countries in the matter of preferences.
Other areas receiving attention from the Commission
were rural development as an aspect of social develop­
ment in Africa, public administration and trade pro­
motion.

433. With respect to the Second Development Dec­
ade, the Commission had formulated its own regional
strategy, the aim of which was to determine the region's
own goals and the rate at which it was attaining them.
The secretariat would also undertake studies on the
possible impact of the expansion of the European Eco­
nomic Community.

434. The Director of UNESOB~ analysing the de­
velopment situation in the region, said the countries
of the region could be divided into four categories.
Those in the first category, the oil-exporting countries
(Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Iraq) were free from foreign
exchange shortages and their growth rates were in the
neighbourhood of 8 per cent per annum for gross
national product and above 10 per cent annually for
expor1:s. Diversification was the basic target of devel­
opment policy. A great effort was being made to extend
and expand production through the establishment of

new industries, particularly petrochemicals, and through
the development of agricultural resources. Assistance
to those countries should help to establish a more bal­
anced pattern of production and exports. That was all
the more necessary because the principal source of
income was a non-renewable natural resource. In the
countries in the second category the public sector
played a major role in the development process (Syria
and Iraq). Most development problems arose from
the need for the rapid assimilation of new institutions,
new forms of social action and new relationships be­
tween different parts of the economic and social sys­
tem. The rate of growth was generally above the aver­
age for developing C011'1tries as a whole. Remarkable
progress had been r' \de in industrialization and in
the creation of an ecunomic and social infrastructure,
but the performance of the agricultural sector had been
less than expected. The countries already possessed
some fairly well developed industries and were partic­
ularly concerned with the promotion of, exports of non­
traditional goods. There was also an awareness of the
need to improve the plGlnning process. The countries
in the third category were at an early stage of eco­
nomic development (Yemen and the People's Demo­
cratic Republic of Yemen). There was an urgent
need for financial as well as technical assistance,
tailored to their specific requirements and stage
of development. The countries in the fourth category
were directly affected by the war situation in the region
(Jordan, Syria and Lebanon). It was very difficult to
give a quantitative assessment of the waste caused by
the war, but military expenditure was known to run
into several thousand million dollars. The countries
directly engaged in the conflict also sustained losses in
tourist revenue, in the flow of investmenfs and in :ex..
port potential. The true cost of the war was, however,
to be measured primarily by the misery and hardships
suffered by the population. The Middle East region
had a great potential based on its natural resources,
the traditional skills and enterprise of its' people on
both sides of the conflict and its excellent geographical
location. It would not, however, be able to rise 'to its
full potential as long as it was disrupted and torn by
war.

435. In the discussion in the Economic Committee,2
there were many expressions of appreciation of the work
undertaken by the regional commissions and UNESOB.
Many representatives stressed that the resources of
the regional economic commissions and UNESOB
should be augmented. It was pointed out that the
regional bodies would be playing a vital role in the re­
view .and apptaisal of the implementation of the Devel­
opment Strategy. One representative expressed the view
that that additional task could be implemented from
within their existing resources. Many representatives ~

felt that every effort should be made to achieve further
decentralization, as soon as possible, of United Nations
economic and social activities. Several representatives
agreed that the commissions should play a leading role
in promoting further co-operation at the regional level
among the organizations of the United N~dons system.
Most representatives also con~idered that the commis­
sions and UNESOB should play a greater part in opera­
tional activities. Several representatives welcomed the
implementation of the UNDAT programme through
the commissions.

436. One representative stated that the Council
should devote greater attention to the problems of the

59



'11II1••SE.I.Ul!IMilI··111II1__' .i1 i.it.XIII••IEt.aIllUM••.111I1"Ill!!_Ill:Ill:Ill."SMiI.I~J.M.2it.i5.'j.alllilu.tiU.1IiIlilliijbIll2i1_.£~·._•.JIl;••iIliiiii!l,.:uWU.tiiii11Ji.5kMQ;J•••t••._iiifJil!l!l!lllii'I!Jl••Lliiliiii/iili8iiii!li.i!Ii1_~j".ililiii.iliiili!il. P .• .__. "'\!II!!!lII i:aas:;;:;;;;(Ji~;.1!i!i)~~

commissions with a view to strengthening the economic
independence of developing countries. Another repre­
sentative called for greater liaison between the regional
planning institutes established by the regional commis­
sions with universities in the developing countries. It
was noted that the commissions and UNESOB had
established closer co-operation with UNCTAD and
UNIDO as well as with the specialized agencies. Such
relationships should be further strengthened.

437. With regard to the renaming of the regional
economic commissions to regional economic and social
commissions as suggested by the General Assembly in
its resolution 2686 (XXV), it was generally agreed
that the Council should respect the wishes of the com­
missions expressed at their recent sessions.

438. The work programme of ECE, which gave
priority to the four areas of trade, environment, science
and technology, and projections, was commented upon
favourably. The Commission's emphasis on an inte­
grated approach to development was also endorsed.
The establishment of two new principal subsidiary bod­
ies relating to environment and science and technol­
ogy in the ECE machinery was welcomed. Apprecia­
tion was expressed for the Commission's efforts to
promote East-West trade as well as the exchange of
information concerning science and technology and
development experience.

439. Many representatives noted the progress made
by ECAFE during the year. There was wide support
for the admission of the Kingdom of Tonga and Nauru
as full members of the Commission and the British
Solomon Islands Protectorate as an associate member.
A number of representatives supported the efforts
being made by ECAFE to stimulate the growth of intra­
regional trade as recommended by the Council of Min­
isters for Asian Economic Co-operation in December
1970. One representative thought that the work of
the Asian Industrial Development Council should be
expanded in such spheres as the over-all development
of national ~dustry in accordance with long-term plans,
the introduction of scientific planning systems, the
mobilization of internal resources and the promotion
and co-ordination of joint projects. The steps being
taken by ECAFE to mitigate the effects of typhoons
and cyclones were commended. A number of repre­
sentatives noted with satisfaction the improved work
programme of ECAFE and expressed the hope that
it would be further rationalized in consultation with
member Governments.

440. The work of ECLA was commended. It was
noted that the Commission was providing guidelines for
a realistic approach to Latin American problems. It
was noted also that although development in Latin
America during the First Development Decade had
surpassed all expectations, greater progress could have
been made if international assistance had been more
effective. The Commission's work should not overlap
with the activities of such existing non-United Nations
intergovernmental urganizations as the Latin American
Free Trade Association and the Special Committee on
Latin American Co-ordination. During the Second
Development Decade, ECLA should intensify its work
concerning Latin America's dependence on external
factors.

441. A tribute was paid to the efforts made by ECA
to furcher the economic and social development of
Africa. Many representatives endorsed the Commis­
sion's policy of exploring ways of expanding intra-
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African trade and of ensuring a fair share for Africa
in world trade as a whole. It was mentioned that more
research would be needed on the possibility of indus­
trial co-operation and the promotion of small-scale
industries. The Commission's assistance, with the co­
operation of FAO, in establishing the West African
Rice Development Association was regarded as an im­
portant step towards the realization of economic co­
operation in the subregion concerned. It was noted
that there were several fields in which co-operation
was lacking in Africa, at both the subregional and the
regional levels, one of them being the field of tourism.
The hope was expressed that ECA would encourage
the improvement of the collection and dissemination of
statistical data. It was also noted that many of the least
developed among the developing countries of Africa
were land-locked and had single-crop agriculture econ­
omies; every effort should be made to secure special
preferences for the products of those countries. On the
question of the representation of Angola, Mozambique,
Guinea (Bissau) and Namibia, some representatives
expressed reservations about the: legal basis of the
Commission's decision on the question and stated that
their representation was the responsibility of the Ad­
ministering Authorities. Other representatives, however,
supported the recommendations of ECA.

442. 11Ie valuable work done by UNESOB was
commended and it was noted that the volume and
diversity of the activities of UNESOB were growing.
In that context it was emphasized that a greater effort
should be made to co-ordinate its work with the other
organizations in the United Nations system to achieve
a better utilization of resources.

443. At the 524th meeting, the representative of
Norway, on behalf also of France, Ghana, Greece,
Italy, Lebanon, New Zealand, Norway, the United King­
dom and Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolution (El
AC.6/L.422) on the admission of Switzerland to ECE.
While members of the Committee welcomed the admis­
sion of Switzerland, some were of the view that the
exclusion of the German Democratic Republic from
the Commissions' activities was detrimental to the work
of the Commission and called for its early admission.
A number of representatives considered that the admis­
sion of the German Democratic Republic to ECE would
be inopportune, and in that context referred to the con­
clusions reached by beE at its twenty-sixth session.8

444. On the suggestion of the representative of
Hungary, the sponsors deleted the first preambular
paragraph reading:

"Considering that the Swiss Confederation is a
participant in most of the specialized agencies and
various bodies of the United Nations".
445. The draft resolution, as so revised, was

adopted by the Committee without objection (for the
text, see paragraph 462 below) .

446. The representative of the Sudan introduced a
draft resolution (ElAC.6/L.421) on regional and sub­
regional advisory services. He subsequently introduced
and revised orally a corrected text of the operative part
of the draft resolution (E/AC.6/L.421/Corr.l).

447. On a request by the representatives of Italy
and France for separate votes on paragraphs 1 and 2
and on a roll-call vote requested by the representative
of the Sudan, the Committee adopted paragraph 1 by

8 Ibid., paras. 19-29.
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19 votes to 4, with 2 abstentions. The voting was as
follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia,
Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malay­
sia, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia,
Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist Repub­
lics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: France, New Zealand.
448. The Committee adopted paragraph 2 by 19

votes to 6, with 1 abstention. The voting was as follows:
In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Ghana, Greece, Haiti,

Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar,
Malaysia, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tu­
nisia, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: France, Hungary, New Zealand, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Amer­
ica.

Abstaining: Italy.
449. By a roll-call vote requested by the represen­

tative of the Sudan, the draft resolution as a whole, as
revised, was adopted by 21 votes to 5, with 1 absten­
tion (for the text, see paragraph 463 below). The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­
public of), Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, Uru­
guay, Yugoslavia.

Against: France, Hungary, Union of Soviet Social­
ist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: New Zealand.
450. The Committee adopted without objection a

draft resolution on the report of BCB (BI5001) part
IV, four draft resolutions on the report of BCAFB
(BI5020) part IV, a draft resolution on the report of
ECLA (E/5027), part IV, and a draft resolution on
the report of ECA (E/4997) , part IV. The Committee
also adopted without objection a draft resolution on
the report of UNESOB. (For the texts, see paragraphs
464 to 471 below.)

451. The Chairman proposed a draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.423 ) on the question of renaming the
regional economic commissions. After consultations,
the Chairman revised the draft resolution (ElAC.61
L.423/Rev.l); the text was adopted by the Committee
without objection (for the text, see paragraph 472
below).

452. The representative of Ghana introduced a
draft decision on the question of representation of An­
gola, Guinea (Bissau) and Mozambique in ECA (El
AC.6/L.425). At the request o~ the representative of
Ghana, the Committee, on a roll-call vote, adopted
the draft decision by 18 votes to none, with 0 absten­
tions (for the text, see paragraph 475 below). The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Ceylon, Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Hungary,
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Sudan, Tuni­
sia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia.

Against: None.
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Abstaining: Brazil, France, Italy, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States
of America, Uruguay.

453. On the proposal of the Chairman, the Com~

mittee decided without objection to make a. recommen~
dation to the Council on the question of the participa­
tion of the Intergovernmental Council of Copper..
Exporting Countries (CIPEC) in the work of ECLA
and ECA (see paragraph 474 below).

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

454. The Council, at its 1785th meeting,9 consid­
ered the report of the Economic Committee (El
5054) .10

455. With regard to the draft resolution on the ad­
mission of the Swiss Confederation to ECE, it was
noted that in resolution 2654 (XXV) the General
Assembly had fixed the scale of assessments for Mem­
ber States' contributions to the United Nations budget
for the financial years 1971-1973. Subparagraph (d)
of that resolution provided that States which were not
Members of the United Nations but which participated
in certain of its activities should be called upon to
contribute towards the 1971, 1972 and 1973 expenses
nf such activities. In the scale established for thosf~

States, Switzerland's assessment had been set at 0.84
per cent. The contribution to BCE referred to in ope,r­
ative paragraph 2 should therefore also be at the rate
of 0.84 per cent.

456. The draft resolution was adopted without
objection (for the text, see paragraph 462 below).

457. On a request by the representative of France
for separate votes on paragraphs 1 and 2 of the draft
resolution on regional and subregional advisory serv­
ices, and on roll-call votes requested by the repre­
sentative of the Sudan, paragraph 1 was adopted by
19 votes to 4, with 2 abstenti.ons. The voting was as
follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Ghana, Greece, Haiti,
Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagas­
car, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia,
Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist Repub­
lics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: France, New Zealand.
458. Paragraph 2 was adopted by 17 votes to 6,

with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:
In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­

public of), Ghana, Haiti, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya,
Lebanon, Madagascar, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru,
Sudan, Tunisia, Yugoslavia.

Against: France, Hungary, New Zealand, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Greece, Italy, Uruguay.
459. On a roll-call vote requested by the repre­

sentative of the Sudan, the draft resolution as a whole
was adopted by 20 votes to 5, with 1 abstention. The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Brazil, Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Re­
publie of), Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Indonesia, Italy,

9 E/SR.1785.
10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.



Jam~ica, Kenya, Lebanon, ~a.dagascar, Niger, Norway,
PakIstan, Peru, Sudan, TUDlsla, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: France, Hungary, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and North­
ern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: New Zealand.
460. The draft resolutions recommended by the

Ec~nomic Committee in its report (Ej5054)1° on the
b.asIs of the reports of the regional economic commis­
SIons as well as on the basis of proposals by the Chair­
man, were adopted without objection.

161. On a roll-call vote requested by the represen­
tative of Ghana, the draft decision on the question of
representation of Angola, Guinea (Bissau) and Mo­
zambique in ECA was adopted by 21 votes to none,
with 5 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Ceylon, Congo (Democratic Republic
of).' Ghana, Greece, Haiti, Hungary, Ine.' .J.esia, Ja­
m~Ica, Kenya, Lebanon, Madagascar, New Zealand,
Nlger, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, UnioI1
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugoslavia.

Against: None.
Abstaining: Brazil, France, Italy, United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern heland, United States
of America.

462. In resolution 1600 (Ll), the Council (1)
decided to change paragraph 7 of the terms of refer­
ence of ECE by adding the Swiss Confederation to the
list of members of the Commission, on condition t11at
the State offered itself as a candidate and agreed to
pay each year an equitable contribution, the total
amount of which would be determined periodically by
the General Assembly in accordance with the proced­
~e e~ta~lished by the Assembly in similar cases; and
{2) mVlted the Secretary-General to enter into the
consultations and to take the steps necessary for the
Swiss Confederation and the General Assembly to
reach agreen.::ent 'D the contribution which that State
would be requLted to make to the United Nations
budget. .

463. In resolution 1601 (LI) , the Council (1)
r~commend~d that, as a first step and at least par­
tIally to relIeve the financial and administrative burden
on the !'egkmal economic commissions and UNESOB
~poseu by the expanded scope of those responsibili­
tIes, the General Assembly should decide to establish
at its twenty-sixth session a separate section in the
Unite;d Nations regular budget to make provision for
a u~ified system of regional and st;Ib regional advisory
servICes, earmarked f.or the operatiOns of the regional
economic commissions and UNESOB, and to transfer
to th~t section the existing regional advisory services
at present under Part V; and (2) further recommended
that the existing section 13 of part V of the United
Nations budget for the regular programme of technical
assistance be maintained for 1972 at its current level
of $5,408,000 and concentrate its operations substan­
tially to support country programmes of the l~ast devel­
oped among the developing countries, as well as
regional and subregional programmes of special inter­
est to those countries.

464. In resolution 1602 (LI) , the Council (1)
took note of the annual report of ECE for the period
25 April 1970 to 30 April 1971 (E/5001),3 of the
views expressed during the discussion, and the resolu··
tions .and other decisions adopted by the Commission
during its twenty-sixth session (E/S001, part Ill); and
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(2) endorsed the programme of work and priorities
contained in the report (B/5001, part V).

465. In resolution 1603 (LI) , the Council (1)
approved the recommendation of the ECAFE that
the British Solomon Islands Protectorate be included
in the geographical scope of the Commission and ad­
mitted as an associate member of the Commission' and
(2) decided to amend paragraphs 2 and 4 of the
terms of reference of the Commission accordingly.

466. In resolution 1604 (LI), the Council (1)
a~proved the ~ecommendation of BCAFE that the
Kingdom of Tonga be included in the geographical
scope of the Commission and admitted as a member
of the Commission; and (2) decided to amend para­
graphs 2 and 3 of the terms of reference of the Corn..
mission accordingly. .

467. In resolution 1605 (LI) , the Council (1)
approved the recommendation of ECAFE that the Re­
public of Nauru be included in the geographical scope
of the Commission and admitted as a member of the
Commission; and (2) decided to amend pal?graphs
2 and 3 of the terms of reference of the Commission
accordingly.

468. In resolution 1606 (Ll). the Council endorsed
the programme of work and prioriLies contained in
part V of the annual report of ECAFB for the period
28 April 1970 to 30 April 1971 (E/50204 and Add.1).

469. In re~olution ,1607 (LI), the Cuuncil (1)
too~ note of tne annum report of ECLA covering the
perIod 8 May 1970 to 8 May 1971 (E/50275 and
Add. 1) and of the resolutions and recominendations
contained in parts H and III of that report; and (2)
en.dors~d the programme of work and priorities con­
tamed 10 part V of that report.

470. In resolution 1608 (LI), the Council (1 )
took note of the report of the ECA covering the period
15 February 1970 to 13 February 1971 (E/4997)6
and. the recommendations and resolutions contained in
parts II and III of that report; (2) endorsed the pro­
~ra~me of work and p~iorities, 1971-1973, with pro­
.iectIOns to 1976, contamed in part V of the report;
(3) took note of the recommendations made in the
Commission's resolution 217 (X) on reoional struc­
tures wi.thin the United Nat.ions system (:8/4997, part
Ill), 'Y1th respect to the Impleme&tation of Council
resolut~o~ 1533 (XLIX); and (4) commended the
CommISSIOn for. the measures it had taken (E/4997,
part Ill, resolutIOn 218 (X», to chart a meaningful
strategy for Africa's economic and social development
in the 1970s, within the framework of the global
International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade, adopted by
the General Assembly in resolution 2626 (XXV).

471. In resolution 1609 (Ll), the Council took
note of.t~~ annual report. of the ~ecretary-General on
the actiVIties of the Umted NatIOns Economic and
Social Office in Beirut covering the period 15 April
1970 to 15 April 1971 (B/5006).

472.. In resolution 1610 (LI), the Council decided
to ret~In. the present names of the regional economic
commISSIOns.

473. At its 1785th meeting, the Council transmitted
the note by the; Secretary-General .on the question of
the representatIOn of Angola, Gumea (Bissau) and
Mozambique in ECA (E/5051) to the General As­
s~mbly for appropriate action at its twenty-sixth ses­
SIOn.
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474. At the same meeting it decided to take no
action on the recommendation made by ECA that the
Intergovernmental Council of Copper-Exporting
Countries (CIPEC) should be allowed to attend Com­
mission sessions and meetings of its subsidiary bodies
concerned with issues of interest to CIPEC and par­
ticipate in an observer capacity, as that Commission
was competent under its terms of reference to enter
into the proposed arrangements with CIPEC.

B. Report on the. meetings of the Executive
Secretaries

475. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
6 (b) of the agenda of the fifty-first session (Re­
port on the meetings of the Executive Secretaries) at
its 423rd meeting.ll The Report (E/5039) covered
the meetings held under the chairmanship of the Under­
Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs
from 27 to 29 January 1971 at United Nations Head­
quarters and from 28 to 30 June and on 3 July at
the Office of the United Nations at Geneva. The report
dealt with the role of the regional economic commis­
sions and UNESOB in the review and appraisal of
progress in the implementation of the International
Development Strategy, the study on regional structures,
the decentralization of operational activities to the com­
missions and UNESOB, the United Nations export
promotion programme, co-operation between UNCTAD
and UNIDO and the commissions and UNESOB, the
United Nations Conference on the Human Environ­
ment, the renaming of the commissions and the work
programme of the Commission for Social Development
for 1971-1975. Portions of the report relating to other
items on the Council's agenda were brought to the
Council's attention in connexion with the items con­
cerned.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

476. At its 1785th meeting,12 the Council, on the
recommendation of the Committee (El5053),13 took
note with appreciation of the report on the meetings of
the Executive Secretaries held in 1971 (E/5038).

c. United Nations export promotion efforts

477. The Economic Committee considered item 6
(c) of the agenda of the Council's forty-first session
(United Nations export promotion efforts) at its 527th
and 536th meetL.1gs.14 It had before it the report of
the Secretary-General on United Nations export pro­
motion efforts (E/4940 and Corr.!), the report of
the meetings of the Executive Secretaries (E/5039,
chap. VI), and the comments and observations of the
Trade and Development Board of UNCTAD (El
L.1419).

478. Members of the Committee agreed on the im­
portance of increased and co-ordinated export promo­
tion efforts to assist the developing countries to make
full use of their export potential as one of the prin­
cipal means of attaining the over-all growth targets
set in the International Development Strategy. It was
generally considered that the UNCTAD/GATT Inter­
national Trade Centre had emerged as the focal point

'11 ElAC.24/SR.423.
12 E/SR.1785.
13 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
14 ElAC.6/SR.527, 536.

within the United Nations system for technical assis­
tance and co-operative activities in the field. Export
promotion activities were becoming increasingly im­
portant, particularly in the context of the generalized
system of preferences.

479. Many representatives expressed deep concern
at the declining share of the developing countries in
international trade. Assistance in regard to marketing
services, market projections and training courses in
marketing techniques was urgently needed. It W~'l em­
phasized that the developed countries shoulu support
the expansion of export promotion efforts, particularly
those of the International Trade Centre and the regional
economic commissions. Special efforts should be made
to assist the least developed among the developing coun.
tries. Several representatives expressed the view that
export promotion activities were seriously hampered
by the limited resources available. They noted that the
report of the Secretary-General explained that although
increasing co-operation and co-ordination among the
participating organizations and agencies had helped to
make the most effective use of available resources, the
demand by developing countries for United Nations
assistance could be expected to grow considerably. It
was proposed that a special fund should be established
to assist all the developing countries in their export
promotion efforts so that they could derive full benefit
from the generalized system of preferences.

480. Other representatives, although fully support­
ing the efforts made by the International Trade Centre
and the regional commissions, considered that emphasis
should be placed on better utilization of existing re­
sources and better co-ordination of activities among
the various agencies concerned rather than on the crea­
tion of a special fund.

4tH. At the 536th meeting, the representative of
Pakistan, on behalf also of Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia
and Yugoslavia, introduced a revised draft resolution
(ElAC.6/L.430/Rev.l).

482. In separate votes on paragraphs 1 and 3, re­
quested by the representative of Italy, paragraph 1
was adopted by 12 votes to none, with 7 abstentions,
and operative paragraph 3 by 12 votes to 7, with 1
abstention. The draft resolution as a whole was adopted
by 11 votes to 3, with 5 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

483. At its 1793rd meetiug,15 the Council con­
sidered the draft resolution recommended by the Eco­
nomic Committee (E/5058).lO

484. At the request of the representative of the
USSR, a separate vote was taken on the fa urth pre­
ambular paragraph. Th\~ paragraph was adopted by
15 votes to 2, with 8 abstentions.

485. At the request of the representativf~s of Italy
and the USSR, separate votes were taken on para­
graphs 1 and 3. Paragraph 1 was adopted by 17 votes
to none, with ~ abstention~, Rnd paragraph 3 by
15 votes to 6, wIth 4 abstentIons. The draft resolution
as a whole was adopted by 18 votes to 2, with 6 ab­
stentions.

486. In resolution 1620 (LI), the Council
( 1) urged developed countries to give their full sup-

15 E/SR.1793.



port to the regional export promotion centres, as
well as to the UNCTAD/GATT International Trade
Centre and other agencies and organizations participat­
ing in the United Nations export promotion pro­
gramme, and to make contributions commensurate with
the increasing requirements of the developing coun­
tries in the field of export promotion during the Second
United Nations Development Decade; (2) requested
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to CDn­
tinue to prepare periodic reports on the United Nations
export promotion and development efforts, to be
submitted to the Council on a biennial basis, after a
substantive examination by the Trade and Develop­
ment Board, as provided for in Council resolution 1464
(XLVII); and (3) further requested the Secretary­
General of the United Nations to study, in consulta­
tion with the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, the fea­
sibility of establishing a United Nations export develop­
ment fund, in order to assist all the developing coun­
tries in their export promotion and development efforts
and also in taking full advantage of the generalized
system of preferences, and to report on the matter to
the Council, through the Trade and Development
Board, as early as possible.

D. Study of regional structures

487. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 6 (d) of the agenda of the fifty-first session
(Study of regional structures) at its 423rd meeting.ll
It had before it the preliminary report of the Secretary­
General (E/5030 and Add.1 and 2), chapter VII of
the report of CPC on its ninth session (E/5038)?0
and the report of the meetings of the Executive Sec­
retaries (E/5039, chap. IV).

488. During the discussion, in the course of which
the Committee heard statements by the Executive
Secretaries of ECE, ECAFE, ECA and ECLA, the
view was expressed that the question of regional
structures w,as so complicated that it was understand­
able that Governments should have had difficulty
in formulating thejr positions. It was suggested that
th!~e fundamental issues were involved: the functions
of the regional economic commissions with regard to
the co-ordination of United Nations regional activities,
the degree of decentralization of administrative contr01
from United Nations Headquarters to the commissions,
and the extent of the commissions' operational role.

10 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 9.
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489. Attention was also drawn to the recommen­
dation in the Capacity Study17 that the Council should
consider ways and means of drastically rationalizing
the existing confused pattern of regional representa­
tion. The view was expressed that pending inter­
agency agreements on coterminous regions and the
locations of regional centres, efforts should be made to
avoid aggravating the situation.

490. A number of representatives suggested that
differences in regional structures might be justified on
technical grounds and stressed the importance of func­
tional co-operation. The commissions should, it was
suggested, take the lead in promoting further co­
operation among the organizations of the United
Nations system engaged in regional activities. The
Executive Secretary of each commission might, for
example, convene periodic meetings of the regional
representatives of the organizations.

491. With regard to decentralization and the ex­
pansion of the commission)s operational activities, it
was noted that most of the developing countries that
had answered the Secretary-General's questionnaire
(E/S030, annex I) had felt the need for greater
decentralization and for increased operational acti­
vities by the commissions. A nUu1ber of representatives
suggested that the two questions should be approached
with caution and required careful consideration. The
view was expressed that complete decentralization of
budgetary and administrative functions might be waste­
ful and difficult to supervise, although it seemed
desirable to give the Executive Secretaries greater
autonomy in budgetary matters. The view was also
expressed that the decentralization of substantive acti­
vities to the commiss~ons should be effected by rede­
ployment of the Headquarters staff.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

492. At its 1785th meeting,O the Council, on the
Co-ordination Committee's recommendation (E/
5053),10 took note with interest of the Secretary­
General's preliminary report on the study of regional
structures (E/5030) and the comments of CPC
(E/5038~10 cl1ep. VII) and endorsed the Secretary­
General's suggestion that his final report on the study
of regicnal stmctures should be submitted to the
Council at its fifty-third session, instead of the fifty­
second session as called for in Counoil resolution 1553
(XLIX).

17 A Study 0/ the Capacity of the United Nations Develop­
ment System (United Nations publication, Sales No.:
E.70.I.I0).
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493. The Economic Committee considered item 7
(a), (b) and (c) of the agenda. of the Council's fIfty­
first session (Industrial developmt'ut: (a) report of
the Industrial Development Board; (b) report of the
Special International Conference of UNIDO and
(c) role of the United Nations in traiD:ing na.tiC!l1al
technical personnel for the accelerated mdustnabza­
tion of developing countries) at its 538th and 539th
meetings.1 It had before it the report of the Industrial
Development Board on its fifth session (A/8416);2 the
report of the Special International Conference of
UNIDO (ID/SCU/4);3 the report of the Secretary­
G~:neral on the role of the United Nations in training
national technical personnel for the accelerated indus­
trialization of developing countries (E/5024 and
Corr.1) and supplementary papers by the International
Labour Organisation (E/5024/Add.1) and by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (E/5024/Add.2).

A. Report of the Industrial Development Board*
494. Introducing the item, the Executive Director

of UNIDO drew attention to a resolution adopted by
the Industrial Development Board at its fifth session
(A/8416, annex IV, resolution 30 (V) on the pro­
gramme of Special Industrial $~rvices and stated that
the programme had the support of UNDP. The Board
had approved the programme of work of UNIDO for
1972 and the updating of the programme for 1971.
It had approved the 1972 UNIDO regular programme
of technical assistance financed under part V of the
regular budget of the United Nations and had also
recommended a planning level for 1973.

495. The Chairman of the Industrial Development
Board at its fifth session, introducing the Board's
report: noted that despite a lack of agreement on
certain issues the session had been successful. The
only draft re~olution submitted,. on special industrial
services, had been adopted unammously, and re~ected
the main concern of many members: the financmg of
UNIDO operatio~s. The Board had ~e~ommended a
programme planmng level of $1.5 mI1hon for 1973
for the regular programme of technical assistance. It
was hoped that the revised estimates submitted to the
General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session would
take into account the concern of several members
of the Board and would provide UNIDO with
adequate financial resources to carry out its tasks.
The report provided little gui?ance for the future
activities of the UNIDO secretanat. It was because the

'" Subitem- on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth
session of the General Assembly.

1 ElAC.6/SR.538, 539.
~ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth

Session, Supplement No. 16, transmitted to the Council
by a note by the Secretary-General (E/5041).

3 Transmitted to the Council under the symbol E/S042 and
Corr.1 and 2.
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Board had been unable to reach a consensus on such
guidelines that it had recommended the holding of
a Special International Conference.

496. Several representatives noted with satisfac­
tion the level of performance of UNIDO and com­
mended the Executive Director for the quality of the
work carried out, despite the limited resources avail­
able and the enormous requirements of the developing
countries. Within a relatively short time, UNIDO had
become a powerful arm of the United Nations system
in the field of industrial development and was fulfilling
its important role in co-ordination. Co-operation with
UNDP would undoubtedly be strengthened through the
new country programming procedures and the antici­
pated increase ill the number of projects in the field
of industrial development

497. Referring to the work programme of UNIDO,
some representatives welcomed the emphasis placed
on investment promotion, industrial information, light
industries, export-oriented industries, and the appli­
-cation of the generalized system of preferences. The
importance of an integrated UNIDO/UNCTAD ap­
proach was stressed in connexion with the last­
mentioned activities. One representative suggested that
UNIDO should assist the developing countries in
utilizing their domestic financial resources and in
improving the terms and conditions on which external
resources financing were made available.

498. At the 539th meeting, the Committee ap­
proved without objection a draft resolution proposed
by the representative of Ghana and supported by the
representative of Indonesia, and .revised in the light
of suggestions made during the discussion.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

499. At its 1799th D1eeting,.~ the Council adopted,
WitllOut objection, a draft resolution recommended by
the Economic Committee in its report (E/5064).G

500. In that resolution (1634 (LI), the Council
took note of the report of the Industrial Development
Board on its fifth session and transmitted the report,
together with the comments of delegations, to the
General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.

B. Report of tlte Special International Confe:tence
of tlte United Nations IndU8tlial Develop:ment
Organization*

501. Introducing the report of the Special Inter­
national Conference of UNIDO (E/5042), held at
Vienna from 1 to 8 June 1971, the Rapporteur of the
Conference said that the report contained the findings

4 E/SR.1799.
GOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council,.
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and conclusions of the Conference in the form of a
resolution of consensus on the long-range strategy,
structure and financing of UNIDO, a st~tement of
the position of the various geographical groupings on
issues on which no consensus could be reachr.:d, and
the observations of Governments or groups I)f Gov­
ernments whose views differed from the consensus.
The consolidated record of the Conference, which
the Conference had authorized him to prepare in con­
sultation with the geographical groups, could not be
prepared until additional resources became available.
A request would be submitted to the General Assembly
for the allocation of the required funds.

502. It was the general view that the Special Inter­
national Conference had been a milestone in the his­
tory of UNIDO and provided a sound basis for further
United Nations work on industrialization. The pre­
paratory work for the Conference had produced many
useful ideas regarding the implementation of the
International Development Strategy. Some representa­
tives suggested that the consensus resolution would
carry more weight in th~~ General Assembly if the
reservations made by somf.~ countries were withdrawn,
especially those made by the developed countries.

503. Many representatives considered that a com­
prehensive approach was particularly important in
the application of science and technology to develop­
ment and that UNIDO could assit~t in the formulation
of over-all industrialization policies and programmes.
Priority should be given to technical assistance in
solving general technological problems rather than to
ad hoc requests from individual countries. UNIDO
should also support and encourage pre-investment
studies of industrial projects and the establishment
of pilot projects. While welcoming the recommenda­
tions on specific measures to take full advantage of
the benefits of the generalized system of preferences
for the production of manufactured goods for exports,
one representative thought it regrettable that no men­
tion had been made in the resolution of the diver··
sification of· industrial production of the developing
countries, which constituted a basic problem in their
export promotion efforts. A few representatives ex­
pressed regret that the resolution did not extend the
competence of UNIDO to mining, raw material pro­
duction, power generation and building industries, and
stated that UNIDO should seek to establish a new
international division of labour between the developed
and the developing countries based on technological
and economic factors which would lead to accelerated
in.dustrialization in the developing countries. Several
representatives considered that co-operation between
UNIDO, UNCTAD and the UNCTAD/GATT Inter­
national Trade Centre was essential in formulating the
industrialization policies of the developing countries
and the import policies of the developed countries.

504. The recommendation to the Secretary-General
that he should appoint a small group of experts to
formulate the long-range strategy of UNIDO was·
welcomed. There was wide support for the recom­
mendation that a second General Conference of
UNIDO be convened in 1974-1975, at the time of
the mid-term review of the Second Development
Decade. Some representatives, however, thought the
Conference should be convened in 1973 in order that
it might coincide with the first phase of the review and
appraisal of progress during thu Second Development
Decade.
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505. As regards the restructuring of the organiza­
tion l some representatives considered that UNIDO
should be transformed into a specialized agency. It
was pointed out by other representatives that such
a transformation, though desirable, should be delayed
until a more opportune time. Several representatives
pointed out that with the existing structure and an
increased measure of autonomy, the organization would
still be able to develop its functions and assume its
central role in the co-ordination of industrial develop­
ment activities within the United Nations system. The
reorganization of UNDP and th(: new country pro­
gramming procedures also provided a natural frame­
work for the organization's activities and its central
role of co-ordination.

506. Several representatives belongL'1g to one geo­
graphical region objected to the inclusion of para­
graph 8 in the consensus resolution on the basis of
the fact that it had not been approved by all the.
geographical groups and should, therefore, be elimin­
att.~d. They stated that, while the Board would be
fullv entitled to examine the structure of the Secre­
tarIat,1 the responsibility for taking any action in that
respe"~t lay with the Secretariat, since, under the
United Nations Charter, the Secretary-General was
responsible for all administrative and executive super­
vision of staff. One representative expressed criticism
of the personnel policy of UNIDO and the geographical
distribution of its staff. Many representatives empha­
sized the need to provide UNIDO with increased
financial resources. One representative stressed that
every effort should be made to make effective use of
the funds available through concentration on opera­
tional activities, the establishment of rigorous prior­
ities, and the greatest possible integration with the
UNDP programme at the country level. It was gen­
erally maintained that UNDP should continue to
be the main source of financing for the operational
activities of the organization.

507. At the 539th meeting, the Committee approved
without objection a draft resolution proposed by the
representative of Ghana and supported by the repre­
sentative of Indonesia, as revised in the light of
suggestions made during the discussion.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

508. At its 1799th meeting,4 the Council adopted
without objection a draft resolution recommended by
the Economic Committee in its report (E/S064).5

509. In that resolution (1635 (LI)), the Council
took note of the report of the Special International
Conference of UNIDO (ID/SCU/4) and transmitted
the report, together with the comments of delegations,
to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.

!:. Role of th.e United Nations in training national
technical personnel fCl" the accelerated indus­
trinlization of developing countries

510. Several representatives expressed general
agreement with the conclusions set forth in the report
of the Secretary-General on the role of the United
Nations in training national technical personnel for
the accelerated industrialization of developing coun­
tries (E/5024, Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2); the role of
UNIDO in co-ordinating such activities in the United
Nations system was noted. One representative pointed
out, however, that a special chapter might have been
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devoted to the question of co-ordination of all acti­
vities of the United Nations system in the field of
training. The suggestion was made that UNlDO should
expand its work and strengthen Its co-ordinating role
in tbat field. It was also regretted that the report did
not provide clear guidance for multisectoral and
interdisciplinary aspects of training activities. It was
suggested that UNIDO and the United Nations agen­
cies should take the lead in advising countries with
regard to the establishment of comprehensive systems
of education and training. Reference was also made
to the importance of industrial co-operatives in train­
ing for small-scale industries.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

511. At its 1799th meeting,4 the Council adopted
without objection the draft decision recommended by
the Economic Committee in its report (E/5064).ti

512. In the decisionr. the Council took note of the
report of the Secretary-General on the role of the
United Nations in training national technical personnel
for the accelerated industrialization of developing coun­
tries.

D. Science and tacbnology in relation to
industrial developlnent

513. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 7 (d) of the agenda for the fifty-first session
(Science and technology in relation to industrial de­
velopment) at its 428th to 430th and 433rd meet­
ings.G It had before it the report of the Advisory
Committee on the Application of Science and Tech­
nology to Development on factors affecting the effec­
tiveness of existing industrial research organizations
in developing countries (E/4960) and the report of
the Advisory Committee on technologies appropriate
for industrial development (El4967) .

514. Introducing the reports, the Director of the
Office for Science and Technology said that the report
on factors affecting the effectiveness of industrial
research organizations in developing countries offered
an analysis of existing services and suggested various
means by which they could be improved. The report
contained recommendations for action in the develop­
ing countries, assistance from industrially advanced
countries and assistance through the United Nations
system. The second report, which, like the first, had
been prepared with the assistance of UNIDO and other
agencies, dealt with technologies appropriate for in­
dustrial development, a subject which, in the Advisory
Committee's opinion, should be viewed in the dynamic
context of economic growth and social change. Because
of the complexity of the problem, the Advisory Com­
mittee had not attempted to submit an exhaustive
report or definitive recommendations. It would extend
the study to sectors other than industry with a view to
the preparation of a more comprehensive document.
The Advisory Committee had submitted a draft reso­
lution (El4967, annex) on the subject for action by
the Council.

515. During the discussion, representatives wel­
comed the emphasis the Advisory Committee was
placing on problems of industrialization. There was
general agreement that the recommendations in the first

6 ElAC.24/SR.428-430, 433.
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report should be brought to tbe attention of the Gov­
ernments of both devoloping and advanced countries.
The report on appropriate technologies was also
welcomed as a balanced exposition of a complex
subject. The view was expressed that the programme
outlined might be too ambitious for the limited re­
sources of the developing countries and the United
Nations system. A number of representatives also
indicated that they were unable to support some of
the Advisory Committee's recommendations. It was
emphasized also that solutions to the problems con­
nected with the choice of technologies and of product
and plant design should be sought within the frame­
work of the broad policy objectives of the developing
countries.

516. At its 430th meeting, the Co~ordination Com­
mittee agreed to amend the draft resolution submitted
by the Advisory Committee on appropriate technol­
ogies by including a reference to the report on factors
affecting the effectiveness of industrial research orga­
nizations in developing countries and inserting the
word "Member" in paragraph 1 and placing UNIDO
first in the list of organizations in paragraphs 4 and 5.
On the proposal of the reprl.Jentative of France, the
Committee agreed also to tie revision of operative
paragraph 1 to include an expression of appreciation
of the work of the Advisory Committee on the Appli­
cation of Science and Technology to Development.
The Co-ordination Committee approved the revised
text at the 433rd meeting.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

517. At its 1799th meeting,4 the Council adopted
the draft resolution recommended by the Co-ordination
Committee in its report (El5066) .IS In that resolu­
tion (1636 (LI), the Council (1) congratulated the
Advisory Committee on the Application of Science
and Technology to Development on its reports on
technologies appropriate for industrial development
(El4967) and on factors affecting the effectiveness of
existing industrial research organizations in developing
countries (El4960), commended them to the atten­
tion of Governments of all Member States and invited
them to have its recommendations considered and,
where appropriate, implemented by scientific, tech­
nical and management bodies concerned with industry
in their countries and to report on the steps taken to
encourage such consideration and implementation;
(2) requested the specialized agencies concerned and
the regional economic commissions to consider the
reports in relation to their own activities, including
arrangements to promote t1}e exchange of information
between the developing countries on their experience
in the field of appropriate technology and product and
plant designs, and to report to the Council on the
steps taken on the matters covered by the reports;
(3) requested the Advisory Committee to continue its
consideration of appropriate technology for other sec­
tors of the economy, in addition to the industrial
sector; (4) recommended that UN!DO, UNCTAD,
the ILO, and FAO study in close collaboration ways
in which reliable information-which should include
relevant data on the requirements for capital, !l3.bour,
raw materials and other factors of production---on
known alternative technologies for selected major
industries of interest to developing countries could
best be furnished in a systematic way to Governments,
enterprises and industrial consultants; (5) recom-



mended to UNDP, ffiRD and its affiliates, the regional
development banks and other sources of financial and
other assistance, that favourable consideration should
be given to requests from Governments of the devel­
oping countries that were desirous of strengthening
their capability for plant and product design, includ­
ing the establishment of design centres, information
services and other appropriate institutions and the
training of personnel; and (6) recommended to Gov-
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ernments of States Members of the United Nations and
members of the specialized agencies and IAEA that
more attention should be given to the matters referred
to in the report within the framework of their higher
engineering education and managerial training acti­
vities and asked UNIDO, the ILO and UNESCO to
promote the application of the above recommendations
in their contacts with Governments of their member
States.
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518. The Social Committee considered item 2 of
tne agenda of the fiftieth session (Social development)
&t its 660th to 665th, 667th and 668th meetings.1 It
had before it the report of the Commission for Social
Development on its twenty-second session (El4984) ;2
and chapter VI, section D, of the report of CPC on
its eighth session (E/4989).3

519. Introducing the report of the Commission,
the Director of the Social Development Division in­
formed the Council that the Cummission's twenty­
second session had been of particular importance
because of the discussion held on the 1970 Report on
the World Social Situati'on,4 the new five-year (1971­
1975) work programme, and the Commission's role
in the implementation of the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade and its periodic appraisals, and also because
of the major policy debate on criminality and social
change that had been held in the Commission for
the first time. Other major issues dealt with were a
special report by the ILO on social security in the con­
text of national development (E/CN.5/460 and
Corr.1-3) and the seventh progress report of the
Board of the United Nations Research Institute for
Social Development (E/CN.5/467).

520. The Commission had expressed. profound
concern over the basic trends described in the 1970
Report on the World Social Situation, which had
shown that in several fundamental respects there had
been either very little improvement or an actual
worsening of certain social problems that had already
been of serious proportions ten years earlier.

521. The Commission had been unanimous in
its desire to achieve closer integration of social and
economic approaches to planning and development~ not
only at the country level but within the United
Nations system itself. It had repeatedly been suggested
that, within both the Council and the General Assem­
bly, all questions relating to development should be
considered by a single body.

522. The Commission had approved a new work
programme for the period 1971-1973 within the frame­
work of activities foreseen for the five-year period
1971-1975. The work programme emphasized broad
questions of social development policy, practical action
at the country level-particularly through technical
co-operation activities and UNDP-and close co­
operation with the specialized agencies.

523. The Commisfiion's debate on criminality and
social change had been based on the conclusions and
recommendations of tIle Fourth United Nations Con-

1 ElAC.7ISR.660-665, 667, 668.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 3.
3 Ibid., Supplement No. S.
4 To be issued .as a United Nations publication under the

symbol ST/SOA/ll0.
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gress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment
of Offenders, held at Kyoto in August .. 970. That
had been the first such Congress at which the majority
of representatives had come from the developing
countries. The Commission had seen the question of
crime not as an isolated phenomenon to be dealt
with by esoteric techniques but as part of the process
of social change which should be tackled within the
framework of policies affecting over-all economic,
social and political conditions in each country. It had,
indeed, advocated a kind of "developmental" criminol­
ogy which would hold out more hope for effective
crime prevention conceived as part of broad develop­
ment programmes.

524. With regard to the Second United Nations
Development Decade, the Commission had once again
expressed the wish to reassert its role in the reappraisal
of the progress made in the implementation of the
International Development Strategy.

A. World social situation*
525. Members of the Committee shared the Com­

mission's deep concern over the further general dete­
rioration of the world social situation as reflected in
the 1970 Report on the World Social Situation. While
it was noted that the problem was not confined to the
developing countries, it was pointed out that the
further aggravation of the social conditions in the
developing countries had to a significant degree been
brought about by the increasing disparity between the
levels of living and income in the developing coun­
tries and those in the developed countries. Although
some improvement had been achieved in certain
limited sectors, such as health, education and food
production, the pace of development in the develop­
ing countries continued to be frustratingly slow. It
was for that reason that the majority of the members
saw in the early implementation of the International
Development Strategy, particularly its provisions on
trade, aid and transfer- of technology, a means of
reversing the continuing trend towards a worsening
of the world social situation. While the primary
responsibility for the development of the developing
countries lay with those countries, the gravity of the
existing problems demanded concerted international
action to ameliorate the situation.

526. A number of representatives saw the 1970
Report on the World Social Situation as a useful work­
ing document for the review and appraisal of the
social targets of the Second United Nations Develop­
ment Decade. Some representatives pointed to the
difficulties encountered in attempting to use common
norms for different social systems. They emphasized
that different socio-economic systems should be ana-

* Item on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
of the General Assembly.



lysed with a view to applying their particular experi­
ences to the solution of the problems of social develop­
ment. There was agreement on the suggestion that, in
analysing the factors that made up the world social
situation, determining trends and recommending appro­
priate remedial measures to Governments and the inter­
national. community, the Report should not only
examine social conditions in retrospect but should also
attempt to anticipate the direction that social problems
and needs would be likely to take.

527. The need for structural reform to effect a
more equitable distribution of income was stressed.
Concern was expressed particularly with regard to
the persistent problems of unemployment and under­
employment that continued to affiict the developing
countries. While it was conceded that a high rate of
population growth might be an important element in
the lagging economy of the developing countries, it
was argued by some representatives that it was not
the decisive one, nor was a high growth rate always
undesirable, especially in sparsely populated coun­
tries; in their view, therefore, it should not be unduly
stressed in relation to the backwardness of developing
regions. The hope was expressed that the Council and
the Commission would not simply take note of the
deterioration of the world social situation but would
also study the causes of that deterioration and the
factors that went into it, with a view to formulating
practical suggestions for policy-making and planning at
the international and national levels.

528. The Committee considered three draft reso­
lutions on the world social situation which had been
recommended by the Commission for adoption by the
Council (E/4984, chap. X).

529. The representative of the United States of
America introduced an amendment to operative para­
graph 2 of the first draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.587)
by which the words "all Governments" would be
replaced by "States Members of the United Nations
and members of the specialized agencies". The Com­
mittee adopted the amendment by 13 votes to 5, with
4 abstentions. It adopted operative paragraph 2, as
amended, by 15 votes to none, with 7 abstentions. The
draft resolution as a whole, as amended, was adopted
by 21 votes to none, with 2 abstentions (for the
final text, see paragraph 543 below).

530. The United States of America submitted two
amendments (ElAC.7IL.588/Rev.l) to the second
draft resolution: by the first, the fifth paragraph of
the preamble would end after the words "world social
situation"; and, by the second, paragraphs 1 and 4
would be replaced by a new operative paragraph 1
uLder which the Council would stress the importance,
in improving the world social situation. of a substan­
tial rise in the income of the developing countries and
urges that the Governments of the developed countries
make their greatest efforts to achieve the targets for
trade and financial transfer to developing countries
established in the Strategy in order to bring about an
early achievement of its goals and objectives, which
is so essential to the amelioration of the world social
situation.

531. The Committee rejected the first amendment
by 14 votes to 5, with 3 abstentions. At the request
of Yugoslavia, a roll-call vote was taken on the
second amendment. That amendment was rejected by
13 votes to 6, with 4 abstentions. The voting was
as follows:

~ji!S I Iblllil £ lUll ill t lil Jua
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In favour: France, Italy, New Zealand, Norway,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire..
land, United States of America

Against: Brazil, Ghana, Hungary, Indonesia, Kenya,
Lebanon, Niger, Peru, Sudan, Tunisia, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, Uruguay, Yugoslavia

Abstaining: Congo (Democratic Republic of),
Greece, Jamaica, Madagascar

532. Brazil and Pakistan submitted two amend­
ments (ElAC.7IL.591) to operative paragraph 6 of
the draft resolution: the first to replace the words
"guidelines for action" by the words "background
documents"; and the second to delete the words "that
the 1974 Report be utilized as one of the instruments
for appraisal of progress during the Decade".

533. The Committee adopted the first amendment
by 19 votes to none, with 3 abstentions, and the
second one by 17 votes to none, with 6 abstentions.
Operative paragraph 6, as amended, was adopted by
19 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.

534. Norway also submitted two amendments
(ElAC.7IL.593) to the draft resolution: the first to
insert the words "and employers federations" after the
words "trade unions" in operative paragraph 2 (b);
and the second to insert the words "and employers"
after the words "regional trade union" in operative
paragraph 3.

535. The Committee adopted the first amendment
by 17 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions, and the second
one by 15 votes to 2, with 5 abstentions.

536. On a separate vote requested by the repre­
sentative of the USSR, operative paragraph 4 was
adopted by 17 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions, and
operative paragraph 5 by 20 votes to none, with
3 abstentions.

537. The Committee adopted the second draft reso­
lution as a whole, as amended, by 21 votes to none,
with 2 abstentions (for the final text, see paragraph 545
below).

538. The United States of America submitted an
amendment (ElAC.7IL.586) to the third draft reso­
lution adding a new operative paragraph 1. The
amendment, as subsequently revised on the suggestion
of France, was adopted by 12 votes to 4, with
7 abstentions. The draft resolution as a whole, as
amended, was adopted by 12 votes to 3, with 7 absten­
tions (for the final text, see paragraph 545 below).

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

539. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 considered
three draft resolutions on the world social situation
recommended by the Social Committee in its report
(E/5029).6

540. It adopted the first draft resolution by 15 votes
to none, with 1 abstention (for the text, see para­
graph 543 below).

541. After taking separate votes, at the request of
the representative of the USSR, on the eighth para­
graph of the preamble and operative paragraphs 3, 4
and 5, the Council adopted the second draft resolu­
tion as a whole by 18 votes to none, with 2 absten­
tions (for the text, see paragraph 544 below).

5 E/SR.1771.
6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Sesaion, Annexes, agenda item 2.
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542. The Council adopted the third draft resolu­
tion by 11 votes to 4, with 5 abstentions (for the
text, see paragraph 545 below).

543. In res01ution 1581 A (L), the Council
(1) stated that it considered it appropriate to study
the experience of the various countries of the world
in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes
for the purposes of social progress; (2) requested the
Secretary-General to forward a questionnaire to States
Members of the United Nations or members of the
specialized agencies on that question; and (3) decided
to consider the question if possible at its fifty-second
session but not later than at its fifty-third session.

544. In resolution 1581 B (L) , the CXmncil
(1) endorsed the conclusion of the 1970 Report on
the World Social Situation that reduction of disparities
and inequality existing between developed and devel­
oping countries presupposed a substantial rise in the
income of the developing countries, which necessitated
an enlightened, equitable and progressive approach by
the developed countries to the questions of trade, aid
and transfer of technology; (2) urged Governments
to accelerate development by (a) giving appropriate
emphasis to social objectives in planning and develop­
ment, (b) taking measures to greatly inci'ease popular
participation in all aspects of national life, including
development, and to consult regularly with trade unions
and employers federations and other broad social
organizations, (c) working towards the reduction and
eventual elimination of dualism in all its manifesta­
tions, (d) giving high priority to the attainment of
adequate levels of living for all, (e) promoting purpo­
seful social change and necessary structural, institu­
tional and administrative reforms, and (t) ensuring
that economic and physical development should be
planned with a view to serving a larger human and
social purpose; (3) recommended that the, system
ultimately adopted for review and appraisal of the
objectives and policies of the International Develop­
ment Strategy for the Second United Nations Devel­
opment Decade should provide for adequate consulta­
tion with international and regional trade unions and
employers federations and other major organizations
of the people which could contribute to the com­
prehensive and realistic consideration of the social
aspects and problems of development; (4) reminded
Governments of their obligations to implement the
International Development Strategy and urged the
Governments of developed countries to accelerate the
achievement of the targets for trade and financial
transfer to developing countries established in the
Strategy in order, to bring about an early achievement
of its goals and objectives, which was so essential to
the amelioration of the world situation; (5) requested
the Secretary-General to take the necessary steps to
make resources available, to the extent possible, to
meet requests by Governments for assistance in the
review and reappraisal of objectives and policies in
the context of the International Development Strategy;
and (6) recommended that the 1970 Report on the
World Social Situation should serve as one of the
background documents during the Second United
Nations Development Decade, and that in the prepara­
tion of future issues of the Report due account should
be taken of certain stated procedures and matters.

545. In resolution 1581 C (L), it (1) recom­
mended that Member States intensify their efforts to
enhance social progress and development by: (a) mo­
bilizing domestic resources and effecth'e necessary

structural, administrative and institutional reforms;
(b) increasing popular participation in national devel­
opment; (c) co-operating with other Members in the
framework of. bilateral assistance and with interna­
tional agencies in multilateral programmes and other
activities; (2) recommended that Member States pur­
sue a unified approach to development and improve­
ment in the quality of life, thus manifesting their belief
that social and economic objectives were inseparable;
(3) recommended further that Member States seek
to improve the collection of data, analysis and report­
ing in the social field and to undertake a continuing
examination of development policies and programmes
with a view to enhancing social progress; (4) decided
that the Report on the Worid Social Situation should
be utilized during the Second United Nations Devel­
opment Decade in the following manner: (a) the 1970
Report should serve as a guide for the Decade and be
updated periodically as part of the continuing work
programme of the Secretariat for purposes of review
and appraisal of social progress during the Decade;
(b) the 1974 Report should serve as a major assess­
ment at mid Decade and provide an opportunity for
modifying objectives in view of changing circumstances;
(5) suggested to the Secretary-General that in the
preparation of future issues of the Report on the World
Social Situation account be taken of certain guidelines.

B. Research and training programme in
regional development

546. A draft resolution on the research and train­
ing programme in regional development, recommended
by the Commission (E/4984,2 chaps. IV and X), re­
ceived wide support in the Social Committee. It was
pointed out that the developing countries could ill
afford to waste their limited resources through dupli­
cation and fruitless competition. The United Nations
research and training programme in regional develop­
ment sought to pool those scarce resources for the
common benefit within each region. The value of
regional development as a potential instrument for the
integratiun and promotion of social and economic devel­
opment efforts within a country was recognized.

547. The draft resolution was adopted by the Com­
mitte at its 667th meeting by 20 votes to 2.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

548. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 adopted
the draft resolution recommended by the Social Com­
mittee in its report (Ej5029)6 by 18 votes to 1, with
1 abstention.

549. In that resolution (1582(L»), the Council
(1) endorsed the conclusions of the Ad Hoc Advisory
Committee for the Research and Training Programme
in Regional Development that regional development
was a potential instrument for the integration and pro­
motion of social and economic development efforts
within a country; (2) further endorsed the recommenda­
tions of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee, in partic­
ular the recommendation that mor.e vigorous efforts
should be made to increase multinational as well as
national research and training centres while continuing
to support and strengthen the centres already estab­
lished by Member States; (3) requested the Secretary­
General, in co-operation with the specialized agencies,
UNDP and other multilateral and regional institu­
tions, to work out arrangements by which resources
could be mobilized and utilized for research and train-
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ing within regional development projects supported by
them; (4) called upon those Member States which had
acquired experience and had resources to offer in
regional development to co-operate with the Secretary­
General in increasing the resources and facilities for
the research and training programme in that field; and
(5) recommended that the Secretary-General avail
himself, as needed, of the services of senior experts
knowledgeable and experienced in regional development
to advise him on further development of the pro­
gramme.

c. Work programme of the Commission for
Social Development

550. Many representatives welcomed the work pro­
gramme recommended by the Commission for the per­
iod 1971-1975 (E/4984,2, chaps. IV, X and XII),
particularly its formulation in terms of a detailed two­
year work schedule within the framework of a five­
year programme of activities. The opinion was ex­
pressed that that should lead to greater flexibility and
to a better assessment of the progress and re~ults of
the programme. The work programme was cO...l.sidered
to be an improvement over past ones, especially be­
cause of the greater emphasis it placed on operational
activities. It was noted that CPC had welcomed (El
4989, paras. 68-76) the system of "rolling" program­
ming and the measures taken by the Secretariat to im­
prove co-ordination and avoid duplication between the
activities of the Social Development Division and the
social development activities of the specialized agencies
and other bodies. The work programme was regarded
as well conceived, with increased emphasis on prac­
tical action, greater selectivity of studies and reports,
and more effective utilization of such reports, and a
larger degree of concerted action within the United
Nations system. The prospects for participation by the
Social Development Division in a greater number of
UNDP projects than at present were welcomed.

551. A few representatives expressed the view that
there were· instances where the activities of regional
economic commissions and of certain specialized agen­
cies overlapped or duplicated the activities of the Com­
mission or the Social Development Division. They sug­
gested that better co-ordination be sought within the
United Nations system among the units concerned with
direct or. indirect aspects of social development.

552. It was suggested that the reports to be pro­
duced under the work programme should be analytical
documents setting out the vital issues and that the
formulation of projects under the programme should
be guided first and foremost by the vec1aration of Social
Progress and Development (General Assembly resolu­
tion 2542 (XXIV)) and the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade. It was also suggested that the Se~retariat, when
collecting data on the social objectives of national plans,
should proceed with caution and should co-operate
with the Governments concerned. The hope was ex~

pressed th(\t the implementation of the work programme
would have an impact on social policy planning at
the governmental level.

553. In discussing the work programme of the
Commission, members of the Committee made refer­
ences to the report on a unified approach to develop­
ment analysis and planning which, in accordance with
Council resolution 1494 (XLVIII) and General
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Assembly resolution 2681 (XXV), was one of the key
projects in the wor~ programme. While stressing the
Importance of the Interdependence of economic and
social development, several representatives advised that
caution should be exercised to avoid overemphasis on
the social aspects of development which would be just
as bad as overemphasis on the economic aspects. It
was deemed important that some criteria be worked out
for measuring levels of progress in the social field.

554. At the request of the representative of the
USSR, a separate vote was taken on operative para­
graphs 1, 2 and 7; the paragraphs were adopted by
21 votes to 2. The draft resolution, as a whole, was
adopted by 21 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

555. The Council at its 1771st meetingG considered
the draft resolution cn the work programme of the
Commission for Social Development for the period
1971-1975 recommended by the Social Committee in
its report (E/5029).6 After voting separately, at the
request of the representative of the USSR, on operative
paragraphs 1, 2 and 7, it adopted the draft resolution
by 20 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.

556. In that resolution (1583 (L)) the Council
( 1) expressed its appreciation of the manner in which
the work programme of the Commission had been
presented, particularly as concerned the formulation
of a precise two-year programme within the framework
of a fiye:year .prog~amme of activities; (2) approved
the pnonty gIven m the work programme to major
questions relating to social policy, the concept and
problems of development planning, social reform and
institutional change, and the utilization of human
resources; (3) requested the Secretary-General to con­
tinue his effort to place emphasis on practical action
and to strengthen co-operation with UNDP;
(4) stressed the importance of an appropriate distri­
bution of emphasis on the national, regional and global
levels in ~he implem~ntatlon of the work programme,
and especIally of an mcreased rule for regional bodies
in matters within the field of their competence; (5)
stressed the need for close and continuing co-operation
between the United Nations and the specialized agen­
cies; (6) decided that the Commission should concen­
trate more on the major. problems of social policy;
(7) approved the work programme for 1971-1973;
(8) requested the Secretary-General to submit to the
Commission at its next session a detailed programme
for 1973-1975; (9) further requested the Secretary­
General to study the implications for the social aspects
of development of the 1972 Conference on the Human
Environment; and (10) requested the Centre for De~

velopment Planning, Projections and Policies to render
advisory and methodological assistance to the relevant
organs and organizations of the United Nations system
in matters relating to the formulation of a general ap­
proach to planning, bearing in mind the needs of
social development.

D. Criminalityand social change*

557. Many members of the Committee praised the
work of the Fourth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
held at Kyoto in August 1970, and the note by th~
Secretary-General 011 criminality and social change (El
CN.5/461). The latter was described by one repre-
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E. Draft Declaration on the Rights of Mentally
Retar(led Persons

563, Members of the Committee expressed their
sympathy for the plight of mentally retarded persons,
one of the vulnerable groups of society. The represen­
taH've of France, on behalf also of the United Kingdom,
submitted a draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.590) by
which the Council would decide to transmit to the
Ge~eral Assembly the draft Declaration on the Rights
of f\1entally Retarded Persons recommended by the
Commission for Social Development (E/4984, chaps.
VI and XI).

564. The representative of Greece submitted two
amendments (ElAC.7IL.589) applicable both to the.
draft Declaration contained in the Commission's re:
port and to the draft resolution submitted by France
and the United Kingdom (E/AC.7/L.590). The first,
which was to replace the words "The mentally retarded
person has the same rights as other citizens" hlopera­
tive paragraph 1 by the words "The mentally retarded
person has to the maximum degree of feasibility the
same rights as other human beings", was adopted by
the Committee by 15 votes to none, with 6 abstentions.
The second amendment, which was to replace the
words "participate in all aspects of community life",
in paragraph 4, by the words "participate in different
forms of community life", was accepted by the sponsors
of the draft resolution. The draft resolution as a
whole, as re."rised and amended, was adopted by the
Committee by 19 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.

that the members of the Committee should be appointed
by the Council, on the recommendation of the
Secretary-General, that the Committee should be re­
named Committee on Crime Prevention and Control
and that it should report to the Commission on Social
Development and, as appropriate on particular aspects,
to the Commission on Human Rights and the Commis­
sion on Narcotic Drugs; (7) requested the Secretary­
General to consult with the heads of the regional eco­
nomic commissions and UNESOB with a view to
involving them more closely in international action in
the field of the prevention of crime and the treatment
of offenders; and (8) further requested the Secretary­
General to include in the provisional agenda of the
twenty-sixth session of the Gem:ral Assembly an item
entitled "Criminality and social change", to enable the
General Assembly to consider fully the situation aris­
ing from increasing crim~tlality and such measures as
might be necessary to dea.. with it.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

561. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 consid­
ered the draft resolution recommended by the Social
Committee in its report (E/5029).6 After voting sepa­
rately, at the request of the representative of the
USSR, on operative paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 8, it 'adopted
the draft resolution by 21 votes to none, with 2
abstentions.

562. In that resolution (1584 (L)), the Council
(1) endorsed the Declaration of the Fourth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
Treatment of Offenders (annexed to the resolution);
(2) further endorsed the conclusions and recommenda­
tions of the Congress; (3) requested the Secretary­
General to implement to the fullest extent those of the
conclusions and recommendations that were applicable
to the United Nations by intensifying international ef­
forts to advance knowledge, exchange experience and
develop policy, practice and public participation in
crime prevention as set o'ut in his note (E/CN.51
461), and especially by direct aid to Governments re-
questing it; the development and extension of regional ACTION BY THE COUNCIL
institutes for training and research; the encouragement
and promotion of research of an action-oriented char- 565. The Council at its 1771st meetingli adopted by
acter; the organization of seminars, training courses, 21 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, the draft resolu~
workshops and meetings of experts at the national, tion recommended by the Social Committee in its re-
regional and interregional levels; and the full involve- port (E/5029).6
ment of Governments, universities and non-governmen- 566. In that resolution (1585(L)) the Council
tal organizations in that exchange of information and proclaimed the Declaration and called for national and
experience; and the wider dissemination of information international action to ensure that it should be used as
on the prevention of crime and the treatment of of- a common basis and frame of reference for the pro-
fenders; (4) invited Member States to give more im- tection of the following rights of the mentally retarded
mediate consideration to ways of strengthening nation- person: (1) to the maximum degree of feasibility, the
al and international action for crime prevention; (5) same rights as other human beings; (2) the right to
decided to enlarge the membership of the Advisory proper medical care and physical therapy and to such
Committee on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat- education, training, rehabilitation and guidance as
ment of Offenders from 10 to 15; (6) further decided would enable him to develop his ability and maximum
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sentative as the most significant document on social
defence submitted to the Commission in over twenty
years. It was noted that at the Fourth Congress atten­
tion had begun to be paid to the relationship between
various components of the criminal justice system,
whereas at most previous international meetings on so­
cial defence questions, attention had been directed
mainly towards problems related to prison reform and
the treatment of prisoners. The Fourth Congress, more­
over, had stressed the fundamental importance of devel­
oping social defence policy and of training social
defence planners within the context of national devel­
opment planning.

558. It was pointed out that the Congress had
emphasized the need for national and international
efforts to prevent and control crime, including the pro­
vision of technical assistance.

559. International collaboration was deemed im­
portant in the prevention of crimes, especially those
which went beyond national boundaries.

560. The Committee considered a draft resolu­
lution on criminality and social change prepared by
the Commission for Social Development (E/4984,
chap. X, draft resolution VI). At the request of the
representative of the USSR, it voted separately on oper­
ative paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 8 of the draft resolution;
those paragraphs were adopted by 21 votes to 2. The
Committee then adopted the draft resolution as a
whole by 21 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.
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7 Sce chapter V above.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

578. In accordance with the recommendation of
the Commission and of the Social Committee in its

H. Work of the United Nations Research
Institute for Social Development

576. The studies initiated by the United Nations
Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD)
on social indicators were welcomed as an important
contribution towards the provision of a solid conceptual
base for action during the Second United Nations De­
velopment Decade. Appreciation was also expressed
for the Institute's collaboration in the Commission's
project on a unified approach to development analysis
and planning. The Institute's work, particularly its
emphasis on structural and institutional reforms, was
supported as an essential aspect of the efforts of the
United Nations to promote integrated economic and
social development.

577. The Social Committee at its 668th meeting
endorsed a recommendation of the Commission for
Social Development (E/4984, para. 223) for the ex­
tension of the term of office of the members of the
Board of UNRISD.

F. Social security in the context
of national development

567. Members of the Committee took note with
interest of the discussion that had taken place in the
Commission of the report prepared by the Interna­
tional Labour Office, in co-operation with the Social
Development Division, on social security in the context
of national development (E/CN.5/460 and Corr.I-3).
It was stated, however, that the report did not reflect
sufficiently the situation which prevailed in the de,:el­
oping countries, where the majority of the populatlOn
was not covered by social security schemes. ~ome

representatives stressed the need for a more equ~table
distribution of income and wealth as a prereqUISIte of
the establishment and implementation of. adequate. so­
cia1 security scheme2. In. general, the mam ~0t:cluslOns

resulting from the discussion in the CommISSIon (El
4984, para. 18) received s~pport in the Committee.

G. Role of the Commission for Social Develop­
ment in the implementation of the International
Development Strategy

568. Members of the Committee recalled that the
Council had been requested by the General Assembly
in its resolution 2681 (XXV) "to ensure the contribu­
don of the .commission for Social Development to the
aspects of the International Development Strategy
directly related to matters within the Commission's
competence". Whatevet' the machinery adopted for th(:}
purpose, it was considered that the Commission would
have to fulfil its mandate to participate not only in
the periodic appraisal of the progress of the implemen­
tation of the International Development Strategy, but
also in the review of the obj~ctives of the Second United
Nations Development Decade, particularly in the social
field.

569. The Committee had before it a draft resolu­
tion recommended by the Commission (E/4984, chap.
X, draft resolution VII) on the implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade and the role of
the Commission for Soci9.1 Development, by which the
Council would (1) request the Commission to submit
to it a concise report indicating the progress made
towards the attainment of the objectives of the Decade
in the context of an integrated approach and containing
appropriate reco:nmendations with a view to ~proving
the implementation of the Strategy and defimng more
precisely its social obejctives; and (2) invite the
Secretary-General to prepare an additional report on
the methodology of appraisal based on the integrated
approach for submission to the Commission at its
next session.

rm~:::'~t~':: ·
'fi a decent standard of living, and the right to perform draft resolution (ElAC.7IL.592) under which the
i productive work or to engage in any other meaningful C"llIDCil would r.equest the Commission to reconsider
li • t th f 11 t 'bl te t f his capabil t i :'~ draft resolution recommended by it, in the light',~.'..., occupatIon 0 e u es POSSI e ex no. - I b d b th
,I 'ities; (4) the right to live with his own fCk~i1y or with 0": the arrangements subsequent y to e ma eye
~ foster parents and to participate in different forms. of Council and the General Assembly.
•,~ community life; (5) the Tight to a qualified guardmn 571. The representative of Italy, on behalf also of
I when that was requjred; (6) the right to protection France and the United Kingdom, introduced a draft
! from exploitation, abuse and degrading teratment and, decision (ElAC.7IL.594 ) which would have the
! if prosecuted, to due process of law and (7) the proper Council take note with appreciation of the interest

legal safeguards against abuse whenever he was pre- shown by the Commission in the periodic review and
ventl.~d by the severity of his handicap from exercising appraisal and of its readiness to contribute to it.
all his rights in a meaningful way. 572. The representative of the United States of

America proposed that the Committee recommend to
the Council that it affirm that the Commission had
the central role to play in review and appraisal with
respect to matters within its competence.

573. The representative of Brazil proposed that the
Committee recommend to the Council that it defer
chapter VII of the Commission's rer~!t, together with
the relevant draft resolutions, for consideration by the
Council in connexion with. item 3 of the agenda of
the fifty-first session (Second United Nations Devel­
opment Decade: review and appraisal of the objectives
'and policies of the International Development Strat­
egy).1

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

574. Endorsing the recommendation of the Social
Committee in its report (E/5029)6, the Council at its
1771st meeting5 decided to defer to the fifty-first ses­
sion consideration of the relevant draft resolutions and
draft decisions together with chapter VII of the Com­
mission's report (El4984)' and the summary records
of the Social Committee on the subject.

575. At the fifty-first session, the Council at its
1799th meeting, decided to defer to its fifty-second
session the consideration of those proposals.

74
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report (E/5029),6 the Council at its 1771st meeting8

decided to extend to four years the three-year term of
office of the nominated members of the Board of
UNRISD so that it would coincide with the biennial
sessions of the Commission.

I. Prop08w to convene a conference of European
ministers responsible for social welfare

579. The Committee recommended that the Council
adopt a decision on the proposal to convene a confer­
ence of European ministers responsible for social wel­
fare.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

580. Endorsing the recommendation of the Social
Committee (E/5029),6 the Council at its 1771st meet­
ing,C) after being informed of the positive outcome of
consultations between the Secretary-General and the
Governments concerned, and having noted that there
would be no financial implications to the United
Nations that could not be absorbed within the resources

available to the Secretariat, decided to approve the
convening of a conference of European ministers re­
sponsible for social welfare, under United Nations
auspices with the co-operation of the Government of
the Netherlands.

J. ReJ!ort of the Commission for Social
Development

581. The Committee recommended that the Coun­
cil adopt a draft resolution on the report of the Com­
mission for Social Development.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

582. The Council at its 1771st meetingG adopted
without objection the draft resolution on the report of
the Commission for Social Development recommended
by the Social Committee in its report (E/5029).6

583. In resolution 1586 (L), the Council took note
of the report of the Commission for Social Develop­
ment on its twenty-second session.
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votes to 2, with 3 abstentions, and the draft resolution
as a whole by 23 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.

590. In that resolution (1576 (L)) the Council
(1) invited States to give urgent consideration to be­
coming Parties to the Convention; (2) endorsed
strongly the Conference's invitation to States, to the
extent that they were able to do so, to apply provision­
ally the measures of control provided in the Convention
pending its entry into force for each of them; and
(3) accepted the functions assigned by the Convention
to the United Nations in regard to its execution.

B. Report of the International Narcotics
Control Board

591. The Social Committee considered item 6 (b)
of the agenda of the Council's fiftieth session (Report
of the International Narcotics Control Board) at its
666th and 668th meetings.4 It had before it the report
of the Board (E/INCB/9)1S and its summary (El
4965); the estimated world requirements of narcotic
drugs (E/INCB/I0); and statistics for narcotic drugs
for 1969 (E/INCB/l1).

592. In an introductory statement, the President
of the International Narcotics Control Board stressed
that drug abuse was continuing to spread, was pervad­
ing more social classes and represented an important
challenge to contemporary society. He reported that
the Board has strengthened its co-operation with other
bodies interested in narcotic drugs, including WHO,
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, INTERPOL and
the Customs Co-operation Council.

593. In evaluating the international control system,
he emphasized that there were still deficiencies and de­
lays in reporting on the part of individual countries and
noted that the Board completely lacked information
from large and popUlous areas, especially those of
Central Asia. He also stressed the Board's belief that
the control measures postulated by the treaties would
continue to be beset by difficulties unless they were
accepted and applied by all countries. The Board had
urged that every opportunity should be taken to per­
suade Governments which had not yet ratified the 1961
Convention to do so as soon as possible. The Board
was greatly concerned about the leakage to illicit trade
channels from the uncontrolled production of narcotic
raw materials.

594. On behalf of the Board, he urged support for
the Special Fund for Drug Abuse Control the purpose
of which would be to reduce the dimensions of the
three main elements, production, traffic and abuse.
Illicit and uncontrolled production of narcotic raw ma­
terials was an especially difficult aspect of the general
problem, since it was carried on mainly in countries
which lacked the trained personnel and the essential

4 ElAC.7 ISR.666, 668.
IS United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.71.XI.2.

NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES

Chapter XVI

A. United Nations Conference for the Adoption
of a Protocol on Psychotropic Substances

584. The Social Committee considered item 6 (a)
of the agenda of the Council's fiftieth session (United
Nations Conference for the Adoption of a Protocol on
Psychotropic Substances) at its 657th, 659th and
668th meetings.1 It had before it a note by the
Secretary-General (El4966) to which were attached
the text of the Final Act of the United Nations Confer­
ence for the Adoption of a Protocol on Psychotropic
Substances held at Vienna from 11 January to 21
February 1971 and of the Convention on Psychotropic
Substances adopted by the Conference.

585. The representative of the United States of
America, on behalf also of New Zealand and the United
Kingdom, introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.7I
L.583). After a statement by the representative of the
Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat
on the draft resolution, the sponsors submitted a re­
vised text (E/AC.7/L.583/Rev.l) including a third
operative paragraph under which the Council would
accept, in accordance with the terms of the Convention,
the functions conferred on the United Nations in regard
to the execution of the Convention.

586. The representative of Hungary orally proposed
an amendment by which, in operative paragraph 1,
the word "all" would be inserted after the word "In­
vites". While not pressing the amendment to a vote, he
pointed out that the concept of universality had been
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and was
recognized by the great majority of Member States.
In his opinion, however, universality would not be
achieved within the United Nations until its discrimina­
tory practices were abandoned.

587. In reponse to suggestions made, the sponsors
revised operative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution.
The representative of Yugoslavia requested a separate
vote on the revised operative paragraph 3; the para­
graph was adopted by 19 votes to 1, with 5 absten­
tions. The draft resolution as a whole was adopted
by the Committee by 20 votes to none, with 4 absten­
tions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

588. At its 1769th meeting,2 the Council considered
the draft resolution recommended for adoption by the
Committee in its report (E/5025).8

589. The representative of the USSR requested a
separate vote on operative paragraph 3 of the draft
resolution on the United Nations Conference for the
Adopt!on of a Protocol on Psychotropic Substances.
The Council adopted operative paragraph 3 by 20

1 ElAC.7ISR.657, 659, 668.
2 E/SR.1769.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
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to convene a plenipotentiary conference to amend the
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961) at its
657th, 659th, 666th and 668th meetings.a It had
before it a letter dated 18 March 1971 from the Per­
manent Representative of the United States of America
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary..
Gen6ral (E/4971 and Add.1).

602. The representative of the United States of
America, on behalf also of France, Greece, Indonesia,
New Zealand, Norway and Uruguay, introduced a draft
resolution (ElAC.7IL.5 84) . Several representatives
expressed misgivings concerning operative paragraph
2 (a) of the draft resolution in which the Secretary..
General was requested to "convene the Conference
early in 1972" and suggested that the date 24 January
1972 proposed by the Secretary~General (ElAC.71
L.584I Add. 1) was too early.

603. The representative of the United States of
Amer tca, speaking also on behalf of Greece, Indonesia,
New Zealand, Norway and Uruguay, introduced a
revised text of the draft resolution (ElAC.7/L.5841
Rev.1) in which operative paragraph 2 (a) was revised
to read: "To convene such a conference as early as
f~asible in 1972;'.' .and operative paragraph 3 was re..
vIsed by the addItIon of the words "taking into con­
sideration the need to ensure the effectiveness of control
~f. both natural. and synthetic drugs" after the words
Smgle ConventIon"; and by the addition of the phrase

"these comments would be fully taken into account by
the Conference" at the end of the paragraph.

604. The representative of France requested a sep­
arate vote on the new pharse added to operative para­
~aph 3. The ph~ase was adopted by 12 votes to 3,
WIth 10 abstentions. Operative paragraph 3 was
adopted by 19 votes to 2, with 4 abstentions' the
draft resolution as a whole was adopted bv 22 ~otes
to 2, with 1 abstention. .-

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

605. At its 1769th meeting,2 the Council considered
the dr~ft resolution on the proposal to convene a pleni..
potentIary conference to amend the Single Convention
on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, recommended by the Com..
mittee in its report (E/5025).8

606. The representative of France requested a
separate vote on the last phrase of operative paragraph
3 of the draft resolution. The Council adopted the
la~t phrase of ~perative paragraph 3 by 16 votes to 3,
WIth 7 abstentIons, and the draft resolution as a whole
by 24 votes to 2.

607. .In that resolution (1577 (L», the Coundl
(1) deCIded to can a conference of plenipotentiaries to
consider all amendments proposed to the Single Con­
vention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961; (2) requested the
Secretary-General (a) to convene the conference as
early as feasible in 1972; (b) to invite the Parties to
the Single Convention, other States Members of the
United Nations. or membe~s of the specialized agencies
or the InternatIonal AtomIC Energy Agency or Parties
to the Statute of the International Court of Justice
the "lorId Health Organization and other interested
specialized agencies, the International Narcotics Con­
trol Board and the International Criminal Police Or­
ganization; (c) to prepare provisional rules of pro..
cedure; Cd) to provide summary records; and (3)

(J ElAC.7ISR.657, 659, 666, 668.

C. Proposal to convene a plenipotentiary confer­
ence to 81nend the Single Convention on Nar­
cotic Drugs, 1961

601. The Social Committee considered item 6 (c)
of the agenda of the Council's fiftieth session (Proposal
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

599. At its 1769th meeting,2 the Council adopted
without objection the draft resolution recommended by
the Economic Committee in its report (E/5025).8

600. In that resolution (1578 (L», the Council
(1) took note with appreciation of the report of the
International Narcotics Control Board on its work in
1970; and (2) expressed its appreciation to the mem­
bers of the Board for their valuable contribution during
that year.

administrative and financial reSOUlces needed for its
control.

595. With reference to the Convention on Psycho­
tropic Substances, adopted at Vienna on 21 February
1971, he stated that the Board would naturally accept
the additional duties and responsibilities which the new
treaty would lay upon it. The information to be fur­
nished by ~ov~rnn.lents would aid in broadening the
p~oce.ss of, mqUlry mto the problem of drug abuse. In
hIS VIew, It was necessary to ascertain to what extent
the causes were to be found in social factors. A natural
line of action would be to educate y()ung people to the
dangers of the misuse of drugs; however in order not
to be counter~productive, that educatio~ would have
to be in an acceptable form.

596. Noting the importance of co-ordinating re­
search activities in order to avoid overlapping, he
stressed th~t the exchange of ~n~wledge was especially
necessary In regard to cannabIS Smce a substantial seg­
~ent of popular opinion, based on subjective exper­
Ience, appeared to be moving towards modification of
the existing controls over the substance. Since unscien­
tific views on the subject tended to find unreserved
expression, there was a danger that they might prevail
over the opinions of researchers who showed a proper
caution in not disclosing their findings until they could
be shown to have a sound scientific foundation. In
conclusion, he p()inted out that time was particularly
important in the fight against a problem that had rele­
vance not only to the younger generation of today but
also to generations still to come.

597. Members of the Committee expressed concern
over the misuse of narcotic substances and noted that
only through international co-operation could the dan­
gers of drug abuse be reduced. They supported the
work of the Board and agreed on the need to redouble
efforts to control and combat drug abuse. It was pointed
out that the Board's annual report was essential for
defining and implementing the international policy on
narcotics which required concerted action by Govern­
ments. The report of the Board (E/INCB/9) was
praised for its clarity and conciseness.

598. On the proposal of the Chairman, and after
incorporating suggestions made by the representatives
of Tunisia, Yugoslavia, New Zealand and the United
States of America, the Committee, without objection,
recommended that the Council adopt a procedural draft
resolution taking note of the Board's report.
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natural and synthetic drugs, with a view to submitting
comments as appropriate to the Conference; those
comments would be fully taken into account by the
Conference.

78

requested the Commission on Narcotie Drugs to study
at its twenty-fourth session proposals for amendments
to the Single Convention, taking into consideration
the need to ensure the effectiveness of control of both
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HUMAN WGHTS

*Subitem on the provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth
session of the General Assembly.

**The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session of
the General Assembly includes the item: "Elimination of all
forms of racial discrimination."

4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council
l

Fiftieth Session, Annexes, agenda item S.
I) E/SR.1771.

B. Racial discrimination in the political,
economic, social and cultural 8pheres**

614. The Social Committee had before it two draft
resolutions submitted by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/4949,2 chap. XX, draft resolutions I and
11) regarding the special study of racial discrimination
in the political, economic, social and cultural spheres
E/CN.4/Sub.2/307/Rev.l). The Social Committee,
at its 678th meeting, unanimously adopted both of the
draft resolutions (for the texts, see paragraphs 616 and
617 below).

A. Protection of journalists engaged
in dangerous missions*

611. The Director reminded the Social Committe~

that the Commission had been unable, for lack of time,
to consider in detail the draft international convention
on the protection of journalists engaged in dangerous
missions (E/CN.4/L.1149/Rev.l) and had therefore
recommended, in its resolution 15 (XXVII), that the
Council consider, and transmit to the General Assembly,
the preliminary draft international convention, together
with the relevant records of the discussions held in the
Commission and in the Council, as a valid basis for its
discussions on the subject at its twenty-sixth session.

612. The Social Committee at its 678th meeting, by
22 votes to none, with 3 abstentions, adopted a pro­
cedural draft resolution submitted by France, Mada­
gascar, Tunisia and Uruguay (ElAC.7/L.597) , the
operative part of which repeated the words of the
recommendation adopted by the Commission. While
supporting the draft resolution, some members of the
Committee reserved the position of their Governments
with regard to the content of the proposed convention.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

613. In accordance with the recommendation made
by the SociPll Committee in its report (E/5032),4 the
Council at it.. 'TI 771st meeting5 adopted, by 21 votes to
none, with 3 abstentions, a resolution (1597 (L», in
which it decided to transmit to the General Assembly
the preliminary draft international convention on the
protection of journalists engaged in dangerous missions
contained in an annex to the resolution, as well as the
relevant records of the Commission on Human Rights
and of the Council, as a valid basis for the discussions
of the General Assembly at its twenty-sixth session.
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1 ElAC.7/SR.669-680.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 4.
s ElAC.7/SR.669-680; E/SR.1771.

608. The Social Committee considered item 5 of
the agenda of the Council's fiftieth session (Human
rights: (a) report of the Commission on Human Rights;
(b) allegations regarding infringements of trade union
rights) at its 669th to 680th meetings.1 The Com­
mittee had before it, for subitem (a), the report of the
Commission on Human Rights on its twenty-seventh
session (E/4949)2 and a note by the Secretary-General
informing the Council of a communication received from
the International Committee of the Red Cross relating
to resolution 9 (XXVII) adopted by the Commission
on the question of the violation of human rights in
the territories occupied as a result of hostilities in the
Middle East (E/L.1395); and for subitem (b), the
report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts estab­
lished under resolution 2 (XXIII) of the Commission
on Human Rights (E/4953), the report of the Secre­
tary-General on publicity given to the report of the
Ad Hoc Working of Experts (E/4956), a letter from
the Charge d'Affaires a.i. of Portugal to the United
Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (E/L.1390)
concerning the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group
of Experts (E/4953), and a reply to that letter from
the Chairman-Rapporteur of the Ad Hoc Workitlg
Group addressed to the President of the Cou~cil (E/
L.1396).

609. In addition to the specific questions covered
under the item, there was some discussion, both in the
Social Committee and in the Council,3 of se'1eral other
humanitarian problems and of alleged violations of
human rights in specific countries or regions.

610. The Director of the Human Rights Division, in
introducing the report of the Commission and the report
on trade union rights in southern Africa submitted by
the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts, recalled that
all human rights bodies concerned had endeavoured to
participate as fully as possible, during 1971, in obser­
vance of the International Year for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, and had accordingly
concentrated much of their attention on action against
racism, apartheid and nazism. Drawing attention to the
draft resolutions recommended to the Council for adop­
tion (E/4949, chap. XX), he noted in particular that
the Commission had considered and made recommen­
dations on three matters of current interest: education
of youth in respect of human rights, protection of jour­
nalists engaged in dangerous missions, and human rights
in the context of scientific and technological develop­
ments.
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

615. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 considered
the two draft resolutions recommended by the Social
Committee in its report (E/5032)4 and adopted them
unanimously.

616. In the first resolution (1587 (L», it ex­
pressed its appreciation to the Special Rapporteur,
Mr. Hermln Santa Cruz,l for his valuable study of racial
discrimination in the political, social, economic and
cultural spheres.

617. In the second resolution (1588 (L» it (1)
recommended that the General Assembly request every
competent United Nations organ, specialized agency,
regional intergovernmental organization and non­
governmental organization in consultative 'status to con­
sider, as a matter of the highest priority, at sessions to
be held in 1971, the International Year for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, and in
succeeding years: (a) the further action which it might
itself take with a view to speedily eliminating racial
discrimination throughout the world; (b) the action
which it might recommend to its subsidiary organs, to
States and to international and national bodies for that
purpose; (c) the follow·,up measures required to ensure
the full and effective implementation of its decisions
in Ute matter; (2) invited non-governmental organiza­
tions in consultative status with special interest in the
elimination of racism and racial discrimination to com­
municate biennially to the Council, and for the informa­
tion of any interested organ of the United Nations, their
endeavours and progress in the struggle against racism,
apartheid and racial discrimination especially in south.
ern Africa; (3) recommended further that the General
Assembly urge all States not parties to the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination to accelerate the process of ratifying
that Convention, to ratify or accede to it as soon as
possible, especially during the International Year for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,
and request them to report to the General Assembly on
the measures taken by them to that effect, on any
obstacle that might have been encountered and on any
interim measures taken to comply strictly with the
principles set out in the Declaration and the Conven­
tion; (4) further recommended that the General Assem­
bly should pursue, as a major feature of action to
combat racism and racial discrimination after the Inter­
national Year, and with the co-operation and assistance
of every competent United Nations organ, specialized
agency and affiliated national and international orga­
nization, a world-wide programme intended to build
up public opinion, especially through radio and tele­
vision broadcasts, as well as through the distribution of
appropriate literature such as the Statement on Race
and Racial Discrimination adopted by a conference of
experts on the subject convened by UNESCO in Paris
in 1967, with a view to eradicating once and for all
false racial beliefs based upon a lack of scientific know­
ledge; (5) recommended that the General Assembly
urge all States concerned to accelerate economic and
social development of their minority groups with a view
to eliminating de facto discrimination occasioned by
their Iow standard of living, and urged also competent
organs of the United Nations and specialized agencies
to extend their full co-operation, including technical and
financial assistance where appropriate, to enable the
States concerned to achieve the foregoing objective;
(6) stressed the significance of social and economic
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reforms that led to the acceleration of the social and
economic development of countries and also to the full
participation of people in the process of such develop­
ment and its benefits as the basis for the actual reali­
zation of human rights and freedoms and the elimina­
tion of all forms of racial discrimination; (7) invited
the ILO and UNESCO to provide the Commission on
Human Rights with reports, at three-year intervals, on
the nature and effect of any racial discrimination, espe­
cially in southern Africa, of whose existence they had
knowledge in their sphere of competence.

c. Policies of apartheid and racial
discrimination***

618. At its 680th meeting the Social Committee
voted on a draft resolution recommended by the Com­
mission on Human Rights (E/4949,2 chap. XX, draft
resolution V) regarding the policies of apartheid and
racial discrimination.

At the request of the representative of the USSR, a
separate vote was taken on the word "Member" before
the word "States" in the third paragraph of the pr,e­
amblf.0, ill wbich the Council would state that it waG
convinced that it was essential for Member States, in
particular the trading partners of South Africa, to apply
the resolutions concerning apartheid adopted by the
General Assembly, the Security Council and other
organs of the United Nations. It was decided, by
17 votes to 4, with 6 abstentions, to retain the word.
Also at the request of the representative of the USSR,
a separate vote was taken on operative paragraph 5.
The paragraph was adopted by 19 votes to none, with
7 abstentions.

619. The Committee adopted the draft resolution,
os a whole, by 20 votes to none, with 6 abstentions.

ACTION BY TH>.1 COUNCIL

620. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 considered
the draft resolution recommended by the Social Com­
mittee in its report (E/5032).4 The representative of
the USSR proposed the deletion of the word "Member"
before the word "States" in the third paragraph of the
preamble; the proposal was rejected by 10 votes to 4,
with 10 abstentions. The representative of the USSR
also asked for a separate vote on operative paragraph 5;
the paragraph was adopted by 16 votes to none, with
8 abstentions. The araft resolution as a whole was then
adopted by 17 votes to none, with 8 abstentions.

621. In that resolution (1591 (L» the Council
( 1) requested the Security Council to find means of
rigidly enforcing its own resolutions in which all Mem­
ber States were called upon not to supply arms to
South Africa, .and of effectively implementing the per­
tinent resolutions of the General Assembly; (2) urged
States and, in particular, the major trading partners of
South Africa to apply fully the resolutions concerning
apartheid adopted by the General Assembly, the Secur­
ity Council and other organs of the United Nations;
(3) invited the specialized agencies, and, especially, the
financial institutions, to follow towards South Africa
a policy in conformity with those resolutions; (4) in­
vited all States to strengthen and expand their pro­
grammes of assistance to the victims of apartheid, and

***The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
includes the item: "The policies of apartheid of the Gov­
ernment of South Africa".
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ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

627. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 adopted the
draft resolution recommended by the Social Committee
in its report (E/5032)4 by 16 votes to 2, with 6 absten­
tions. In that resolution ( 1590 (L» the Council
(a) invited the General Assembly to resume, as soon
as possible, the study of the question of international
criminal jurisdiction and the question of the draft code

and liberation from colonial and foreign domination
by all available means; (2) affirm man's basic human
right to fight for the self-determination of his people
under colonial and foreign domination; (3) state its
belief that the main objectives and principles of inter­
national protection of human rights could not be effec­
tively implemented while some States pursued the
imperialist policy of colonialism, used force against de­
veloping countries and peoples fighting for self­
determination and supported regimes applying the
criminal policy of racism and apartheid,' (4) condemn
the colonial Powers that were suppressing the right of
peoples to self-determination and hampering the liquida­
tion of the last hotbeds of colonialism and racism in
the African continent and in other parts of the world;
(5) condemn States that contributed to the creation
in southern Africa of a military-industrial complex
whose aim was the suppression of the movement of
peoples struggling for their self-determination and
against interference in the affairs of independent African
States; (6) recall that it was the duty of every State
to contribute through joint and independent action to
the implementation of the principle of self-determination
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter and
to assist the United Nations in discharging the responsi­
bilities vested in it by the Charter for the implementa­
tion of that principle; (7) urge States to discharge their
duty and to co-operate in bringing about universal
respect for and observance of human rights and funda­
mental freedoms and eliminating an forms of racial
discrimination; (8) resolve to devote constant attention
to the question of flagrant large-scale violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms resulting from
the denial to peoples under colonial and foreign domina­
tion of their right to self-determination.

E. The danger of a revival of nazism
and racial intolerance* ****

625. The Social Committee at its 678th meeting
voted on a draft resolution by the Commission on

. Human R~6bts (E/4949,2 chap. XX, draft resolu­
tion IV) regarding the danger of a revival of nazism
and racial intolerance, which contained the text of a
draft resolution recommended for adoption by the
General Assembly.

626. The representative of the United States of
America requested separate votes on operative para­
graphs 3, 4, 6 and 11 of the draft resolution recom­
mended for adoption by the General Assembly. Opera­
tive paragraphs 3 and 4 were each adopted by 9 votes
to 2, with 9 abstentions; operative paragraph 6 was
adopted by 11 votes to 2, with 9 abstentions; and opera­
tive paragraph 11 was adopted by 10 votes to 2, with
10 abstentions. The draft resolution, as a whole, was
adopted by 15 votes to 2, with 5 abstentions.

Implementation of United Nations resolutions
relating to the right of peoples under colonial
and alien domination to self-determina­
tion****

**** The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
of the General Assembly includes the item: "Importance of
the universal realization of the right of peoples to self- ***** The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
determination and of the speedy granting of independence to of the General Assembly includes the item: "Measures to be
colonial countries and peoples for the effective guarantee and taken against nazism and other totalitarian ideologies and
observance of human rights". practices based on incitement to hatred and racial intolerance".~
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to respond as promptly as possible to the General
Assembly's appeal for substantial contributions to the
United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa; (5) invited
all States to undertake, with the assistance of non~

governmental organizations, including workers, reli~

gious, social and professional organizations, universities,
youth and civic groups and national women's organiza~

tions, where appropriate, an educational programme
designed to acquaint the public of each country and
Territory with the evil consequences of the policy of
apartheid; (6) also invited non-governmental organiza­
tions in consultative status with special interest in the
elimination of racism and racial discrimination, inde­
pendent of any action being undertakefr} by States, to
mount a regular and constant campaign against aparth­
eid at both the national and the international level and
to report their endeavours and progress biennially to
the Economic and Social Council; (7) appealed to all
humanitarian organizations, and to the International
Committee of the Red Cross in particular, to take an
active role in assisting the victims of apartheid, espe­
cially those who were detained or imprisoned; (8) urged
the General Assembly to provide funds on the scale
required to combat effectively the propaganda under··
taken by the Government of South Africa, by which
that Government sought to defend and justify the policy
of apartheid,' (9) invited the Secretary-General to
make special efforts, utilizing the existing information
services available to the United Nations, to alert world
public opinion, particularly that of the countries trad­
ing with South Africa, to the recommendations made by
various United Nations bodies on the subject of apart­
heid, in order to facilitate compliance by Governments
with those recommendations.

622. The Social Committee at its 678th meeting
. voted on a draft resolution prepared by the Commission
on Human Rights (E/4949,2 chap. XX, draft resolu­
tion VI) on the implementation of United Nations

.. resolutions relating to the right of peoples under colonial
and alien domination to self-determination. The draft
resolution contained the text of a draft resolution to
be submitted to the General Assembly.

623. On a separate vote requested by the represen­
tative of the United States of America, the Social Com­
mittee adopted, by 13 votes to 5, with 4 abstentions,
the third paragraph of the preamble of the draft text
recommended for adoption by the General Assembly;

. it adopted the draft resolution, as a whole, by 15 votes
to 5, with 3 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

624. In accordance with the recommendation made
by the Social Committee in its report (E/5032),4 the
Council at its 1771st meeting5 adopted, by 16 votes
to 5, with 3 abstentions, a resolution (1592 (L» in
which it recommended that the General Assembly adopt
a draft resolution in which it would (1) confirm the
legality of the peoples' struggle for self-determination
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F. The problem of indigenous populations

628. The Committee had before it a draft reso­
lution recommended by the Commission on Human
Rights (E/4949,2 chap. XX, draft resolution Ill) on
the problem of indigenous populations, and amendments
submitted by Brazil (ElAC.7IL.600) to operative
paragraphs 5, 6 and 7. The amendment to operative
paragraph 7 was not pressed to the vote. At its 680th
meeting, the Social Committee unanimously adopted the
Brazilian amendments to operative paragraphs 5 and 6.
The amendment to paragraph 5 replaced the words "to
take the necessary steps within their spheres of com­
petence to eradicate" by the words "to assist in the
eradication of". The amendment to paragraph 6 re­
placed the word "eradicating" by the words "assisting
in the eradication of". On a separate vote requested by
the representative of the USSR, the Committee adopted
operative paragraph 5, as amended, by 24 votes to
none, with 3 abstentions. It unanimously adopted the
draft resolution, as a whole, as amended.
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UNESCO, the ILO and other United Nations specialized
agencies to consider within their respective spheres of
competence, the question of the danger of a revival of
the concepts of nazism and racial intolerance; (9) ap­
peal to regional intergovernmental organizations to
consider the question at the regional level; (10) call
upon Governments, particularly those which controlled
mass information media of world or continental scope,
the United Nations and its subsidiary bodies, specialized
agencies and international and national organizations,
to increase public awareness of the danger of a revival
of nazism and racial intolerance, especially among
young people, by education, by the preparation and
dissemination of information on the subject and by
recalling the history of nazism and its crimes and of
racial intolerance; (11) call upon all States to take
legislative and administrative measures to prevent acti­
vities of any kind in favour of nazism and the concept
of racial superiority; (12) decide to place the question
of measures to be taken against ideologies and practices
based on terror or on incitement to racial discrimina­
tion or any other form of group hatred on its agenda
and under continuing review, and would urge other
competent organs of the United Nations to do likewise,
so that appropriate measures could be taken promptly
as required; (13) confirm the principles of interna­
tional law with regard to the eradication of nazism,
and appeal to all States to act in conformity with those
principles.

of offences against the peace and security of mankind,
with a view to the preparation of effective measures
to eliminate any possibility of a revival of nazism;
(b) recommended to the General Assembly the adop­
tion of a draft resolution in which it would (1) con­
demn all manifestations of the ideology and practice of
nazism and racial intolerance, wherever they might
occur; (2) call upon States to take steps to bring to
light any evidence of the manifestation and dissemina­
tion of the ideology and practice of nazism and racial
intolerance and to ensure that they should be rigorously
suppressed and prohibited; (3) invite all eligible States
which had not yet done so to ratify and to accede to
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide and the Convention on the
Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War
Crimes and Crimes against Humanity as soon as pos­
sible, and request them to report to the General Assem­
bly at its twenty-seventh session on the measures taken
by them to comply strictly with the provisions of those
Conventions; (4) invite all States Members of the
United Nations or members of specialized agencies to
review their legislation, in the light of the provisions of
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide and the Convention on the Non­
Applicabili\:y of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes
and Crimes against Humanity, with a view to determin­
ing whether, in the light of their circumstances, further
legal measures were required to eradicate for all time
the danger of a revival of nazism, racial intolerance,
or other ideologies based on terror; (5) urgently call
upon those States concerned which had not yet done
so to take immediate and effective measures, including
legislative measures, with due regard to the principles
contained in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, to prevent the activities of nazi and racist
organizations and groups; (6) appeal to all States to
prohibit activity by organizations propagating concepts
of nazism and racial superiority; (7) urge those States
which were unable, for serious constitutional or other
reasons, to implement immediately and fully the provi­
sions of article 9 of the United Nations Declaration on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and article 4 of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,
both of which condemned and outlawed all propaganda
and all organizations based on ideas and theories of
the superiority of one race or group of persons of one
colour or ethnic origin, or which attempted to justify
or promote racial hatred and discrimination in any
form, to take measures designed to ensure the speedy
disbandment and disappearance of such organizations;
those measures should provide, inter alia, that: (a) such ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

organizations should not be allowed to receive financial 629. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 considered

subsidies from organs of the State, private companies the draft resolution recommended by the Social Com-

or individuals; (b) such organizations should not be mittee in its report (E/5032).4

allowed the use of public premises in which to estab- 630. At the request of the representative of the

lish their headquarters or conduct meetings of their USSR, a separate vote was taken on operative para-

members, the use of streets and squares in populated graph 5 of the draft resolution; the paragraph was

areas for holding demonstrations, or the use of public adopted by 21 votes to none, with 2 abstentions. The

information media for disseminating propaganda; draft resolution as a whole was adopted unanimollsly.

(c) such organizations should not be allowed to form 631. In the resolution (1589 (L») the Council

militarized detachments on any pretext, and offenders (1) recommended that the Governments of ill States

should be subject to prosecution in the courts; (d) per- having indigenous populations take into account, in

sons employed by the State, particularly in the armed their policies of economic and social development, the

forces, should not be permitted to belong to such orga- special problems of indigenous p0pulations with a

nizations: all those measures to be taken only in so view to eliminating prejudice and discrimination against

far as they were compatible with the principles of the such populations; (2) appealed to the States concerned,

Universal Declaration of Human Rights; (a) request if they had not yet done so, to take the appropriate
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legislative, administrative and other measures to pro­
tect the indigenous populations and to prevent any
discrimination against it; (3) invited all competent
organs of the United Nations, and, especially, the
regional economic commissions and specialized agen­
cies concerned to co-operate with Governments in any
actions which they might undertake in compliance with
the resolution; (4) recommended to all States havinr,
legislation for the protection of indigenous populations
that they review that legislation with a view to determin­
ing whether in practice it had not already resulted, or
might not result, in discrimination, or whether its effect
had been to place unjust and unnecessary restrictions
on certain civil and political rights; (5) noted with
interest the efforts that had been made in that
connexion within the inter-American system, and
invited the Organization of American States, and
particularly its specialized organs and bodies,
such as the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights and the Inter-American Indian Institute, to
assist in the eradication of any kind of discrimination
against indigenous populations; (6) invited similarly
the specialized organs and bodies of the United Nations
and the other regional bodies to take the necessary steps
for the same purpose of assisting in the eradication of
any discrimination against indigenous populations;
(7) authorized the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to make a
complete and comprehensive study of the problem of
discrimination against indigenous populations, and to
suggest the necessary national and international mea­
sures for eliminating such discrimination, in co­
operation with the other organs and bodies of the
United Nations and with the competent international
organizations.

G. Question of slavery and the slave trade. in all
their p,ractices and manifestations, including
the slavery-like practices of 'apartheid and
colonialism

632. The Committee had before it a draft resolution
recommended by the Commission on Human Rights
(E/4949,2 chap. XX, draft resolution VII) on the
question of slavery and, the slave trade in all their
practices and manifestations, including the slavery-like
practices of apartheid and colonialism. Greece and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain ~md Northern Ireland
introduced an amendment (ElAC.7/L.599) to the
draft resolution which called for the addition of a new
operative paragraph 3. Under the amendment, the
Council would invite the Special Rapporteur to elabo­
rate in his final report, on his previous studies of ways
in which work in the fields of narcotics control and the
protection of refugees might be applied in order to
seCure better implementation of existing international
instruments relating to the suppression of slavery and
slavery-like practice§.

633. At its 680th meeting, the Committee adopted
the amendment by 23 votes to 2, with 2 abstentions. It
unanimously adopted the draft resolution as a whole,
as amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

634. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 unani­
mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Social Committee in its report (E/5032).4

635. In that resolution (1593 (L» the Council
(1) expressed its appreciation to the Special Rap-
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porteur, Mr. Mohamed Awad, for his valuable report;
(2) invited him to continue his important task, taking
into account the exchange of views on his progress re­
port during the twenty-third session of the Sub-Com­
mission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protec­
tion of minorities and the twenty-seventh session of
the Commission on Human Rights, and to submit in
his final report to the Sub-Commission at its twenty­
fourth session his conclusions and recommendations
having regard to the urgent need for the proper imple­
mentation of the Supplementary Convention on the
Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions
and Practices Similar to Slavery, of 1956;6 (3) further
invited the Special Rapporteur to elaborate, in his
final report, on his previous studies of ways in which
national and international work in the fields of nar­
cotics control and the protection of refugees might be
applied in order to secure the better implementation of
existing international instruments relating to the sup­
pression of slavery and slavery-like practices; (4) re­
quested the Secretary-General once again to urge
those States which had not yet ratified the Supplemen­
tary Convention of 1956 to expedite their ratification
procedures; (5) requested the Secretary-General to
extend his assistance to the States parties for the pur­
pose of arranging for the exchange of information
called for by article 3, paragraph 3, of the Supplemen­
tary Convention; (6) authorized the Secretary-General
to supplement the information received from States
parties to that Convention by information which might
be available from other official sources, including
States that had not yet adhered to the Convention and
the appropriate international organizations, and to pre­
sent such information to the Sub-Commission on Pre­
vention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities;
(7) requested the Secretary-General to seek the co­
operation of those organizations, both intergovernmen­
tal and non-governmental, which could provide assis­
tance in particular in the eradication of slavery, the
slave trade and other forms of servitude.

H. Study of equality in the administration
of justice

636. The Social Committee at its 678th meeting
unanimously adopted a draft resolution recommended
by the Commission on Human Rights (E/4949,2 chap.
XX, draft resolution VIII) regarding the study of
equality in the administration of justice.

ACTiON BY THE COUNCIL

637. The Council at its 1771st meetingG unani­
mously adopted the draft resolution recommended
by the Social Committee in its report (E/5032):'

638. In that resolution (1594 (L» the Council
( 1) expressed its appreciation to the Special Rappor­
teur, Mr. Abu Rannat, for his valuable study; (2) re­
quested the Secretary-General to print the Special
Rapporteur's study, together with the general princi­
ples adopted by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, and to
circulate them as widely as possible; (3) recommended
that the Commission on Human Rights should, at its
twenty-eighth session, examine the draft principles re­
lating to equality in the administration of justice and
take a decision on further action.

(} United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 266 (1957), No. 3822.



I. Question of the realization of the economic,
social and cultural rights contained in the Uni..
'versal Declaration of Human Rights and in
the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, and the study of special
problems relating to human rights in develop­
ing countries******
639. The Social Committee at its 678th meeting

unanimously adopted a draft resolution recommended
by the Commission on Human Rights (E/4949,2 chap.
XX, draft resolution IX) regarding the question of
the realization of the economic, social and cultural
rights con1:ained in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Economic,
Sncial and Cultural Rights and the study of special
problems relating to human rights in' developing coun­
tries.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

640. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 unani-
· mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Social Committee in its report (E/5032).4

641. In that resolution (1595 (L)) the Council
· requested the Special Rapporteur on problems relating
to human rights in developing countries, while pre­
paring his study, to take into account the provisions
and implementation of the Declaration on Social Pro­
gress and Development contained in General Assembly
resolut':ons 2542 (XXIV) and 2543 (XXIV) which
had been adopted since the study had been authorized,
and to submit his final report to the Commission on

·Human Rights not later than at its twenty-eighth ses­
sion, in 1972.

J. Peri~di;e reports on human rights and
reports on· freedom 6£ information

642. The Committee was informed (E/4949,2
chap. XII) that, in accordance with the procedure es-

· tablished by its resolution 1074 C (XXXIX), the Com­
mission on Human Rights at its twenty-seventh ses­
sion had considered, with the assistance of its Ad Hoc
Committee on Periodic Reports on Human Rights,
the reports, information and comments on economics,
social and cultural rights received from Member States
since· its twenty-sixth session. The Commission on
Human Rights had emphasized that it was only through
the timely submission of concise reports by Member

~ States and specialized agencies ~nd. obje.ctive inforII?-a­
tion by non-governmental organIzatIons In consultative
status that the international community could appre­
ciate both the progress achieved and the problems
still to pe overcome..

643.' At its 678th meeting the Committee unani­
mously adopted a revised draft .resolution submitted
by Italy, Pakistan, the United Kingdom of Great Brit­
ain and Northern Ireland and Uruguay (E/AC.7/
L.596/Rev.1) .

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

644. The Council at its 1771st meeting5 unani-
· mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Social Committee in its report (E/5032).4

645. In that resolution (1596 (L)) the Council
(1) decided that, without prejudice to the submission

****** The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session
of the General Assembly includes the item: "Status of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights' and the Opf.onal Protocol to the International Cove-

.nant on Civil and Political Rightsu
•

{ ,

. .

.~

of reports on freedom of information in 1971 and with
effect from the date of the resolution,. Member States
should be asked to submit periodic reports once every
two years in a continuing cycle: the first, on civil and
political rights, to be submitted in 1972; the second,
on economic, social and cultural rights, in 1974; the
third, on freedom of information, in 1976; (2) ex­
pressed the hope that an increasing number of Member
States would report in the future; (3) invited Member
States, in submitting their reports, to follow closely the
outline of headings for the reports sent to them by the
Secretary-General and pay greater attention to the
guidelines contained in paragraph 1 of resolution 16 B
(XXIII) of the Commission on Human Rights, which
had been adopted unanimously on 22 March 1967;
(4) considered in particular that the assessment of
progress and problems in the promotion and protec­
tion of human rights by the Commission and its Ad
Hoc Committee could be of practical value only to
the extent that Governments included in their reports
detailed information concerning specific difficulties en­
countered, practical measures 01' methods applied or
assistance needed to overcome them.

K. Work programme of the Commission on
Human Rights

646. During the debate in the Social Committee,
many representatives expressed appreciation of the
work accomplished by the Commission on Human
Rights at its twenty-seventh' session. Some referred
with appreciation to the action taken by the Commis­
sion regarding such matters as model rules of proce­
dure for United Nations bodies dealing with human
rights, protection of journalists engaged in dangerous
missions, realization of economic, social and cultural
rights, and human rights in the context of scientific and
technological developments, and obligations of youth
with regard to military service.

647. Several representatives expressed concern over
the lack of adequate consideration by the Commission
of such items on its agenda as various studies prepared
by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina­
tion and Protection of Minorities; the study of discri-

·mination in respect of the right of everyone to leave
any country including his own and to return to his
country; the question of communications regarding

·violations of human rights; periodic reports; and the
advisory services programme.

648. The Committee discussed the question of the
rationalization of the work programme of the Commis­
sion. Many delegations noted the growing size of that
programme and the accumulation of agenda items

·which the Commission was unable to complete during
thf~ sessions. Certain new items were relevant and
therefore required study and action by the Commission.
Thus it was not considered likely that the work pro­
gramme of the Commission would diminish in the
near future. It was felt, however, that factors which im­
peded the work of the Commission other than the size
of the work programme should be examined with a
view to their elimination. A number of suggestions were
made, such as the grouping of items concerning the
same question, the planning of the Commission's pro­
visional agenda some time in advance, and the fram­
ing of .draft resolutions that would command broad
support. Some delegations thought greater attention
should be given to the establishment of priorities by
the Commission and its Sub-Commission. To relieve
the Commission of some of its workload, it was furth-
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M. Allegations regarding infringements of
trade union rights

658. At its 680th meeting, the Committee adopted
the draft resolution, as orally revised by the sponsors~
by 19 votes to none, with 8 abstentions.

659. The Council at its 17718t meetingG adopted
the draft resolution recommended by the Social Com­
mittee (E/5032)4 by 20 votes to none, with 7 absten­
tions. In that resolution (1599 (L» the Cf tlncil (1)
endorsed the conclusions and recomr~ ,dations of the
Ad Hoc Working Group of Expert'· \E/4953, paras.
217-242); (2) strongly condemne. le repression and
detention of trade union leaders i southern Africa
and called for their immediate r J unconditional re­
lease; (3) condemned also th" .reatment of African
producers of primary products" "'he Tc~ritories under
Portuguese domination; (~) called upon Portugal to
stop immediately the C tscation ("f African lands;
(5) called upon the Go' ~ment o~ the United King­
dom to fulfil its respOl cV • 'y to put an immediate
end to discrimination and ~ ~)ression against African
workers and trade-unionist in Southern Rhodesia;
(6) requested fhe Secretary-General to bring the
Group's report ~u the attention of the ILO; (7) wel.
Gomed the acL ;ities of the ILO in that field and re­
quest~d it to continue its efforts to bring to an end
the discrimination against African workers in southern
Africa and to submit the results of its endeavours to
the Council as soon as possible but not later than at
its fifty-fourth session; (8) requested the Ad Hoc
Working C.iOUp to investigate thoroughly the system
of recruitment of African workers in Namibia, ;South­
ern Rhodesia and the Territories under Portuguese
domination and to report to the Council as soon as
possible but not later than at its fifty-fourth session;
(9) requested the Secretary-General to bring the pres­
ent resolution and the report of the Ad Hoc Working
Group to the attention of the Committee on the Elim­
ination of Racial Discrimination; (10) requested the
Secretary-General to transmit the resolution and the
report to the General Assembly at its twenty-sixthsession.

656. At its 679th and 680th meetings the Social
Committee considered a draft resolution submitted by
Ghana, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, Malaysia, the Su­
dan and Yugoslavia (ElAC.7/L.598) and an amend··
ment thereto submitted by New Zealand (ElAC.7/
L.602) calling for the addition of a new operative
paragraph 7. The amendment provided that the Council
would endorse the constructive approach of the Inter­
national Labour Organisation in its efforts to improve
the conditions of African workers in accordance with
the ILO Programme for the Elimination of Apartheidin Labour Matters.

657. The sponsors of the draft resolution made cer­
tain changes in the text, taking into account a sugges­
tion by the representaive of Pakistan relating to opera­
tive paragra.Jph 5 and the New Zealand amendment to
operative l;)aragraph 7. While the members of the
Committee' attached great importance to trade union
rights and in general supported the spirit of the draft
resolution, some stated that they could not support
the text either because of opposition to the establish­
ment or continuation of the Ad .Hoc Working Group
of Experts or because of disagreement with the Group's
conclusions and recommendations.

L. Report of the Commission on Human Rights
653. At its 680th meeting the Social Committee

unanimously adopted a draft resolution prepared by
the Commission on Human Rights to the effect that
the Council should take note of the Com.mission's re­
port on its twenty-seventh session (E/4949).2

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

654. The Council at its 1771st meetingti unani­
mously adopted the draft resolution recommended by
the Social Committee in its report (E/5032).4

655. In that resolution (1598 (L» the Council
took note of the report of the Commission on Human
Rights on its twenty-seventh session (E/4949).2

8$.....

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL
652. In accordance with the recommendation made

by the Social Committee in its report (E/5032)," the
Council at its 1771st meetingIJ decided to transmit to
the Commission on Human Rights the summary records
of the discussions concerning the work programme of
the Commission which took place on the draft reso­
lution (ElAC.7/L.601) during the fiftieth session of
the Council.

er proposed that Governments should submit reports
on human rights every two years instead of every
year as at present.

649. Members of the Committee were generally
in agreement that the Commission should maintain a
balance between questions of a permanent, substantive
character and those concerned with human rights as­
pects of current political questions. It was suggested
that due regard be given to the existence of United
Nations bodies specifically designed to deal with po­litical issues.

650. France and the United Kingdom submitted a
draft resolution (ElAC.7/L.601) concerning the work
programme of the Commission according to which the
Council would recommend (1) that the Commission
take effective measures at its twenty-eighth session to
prepare a work programme which would enable it at
its forthcoming sessions gradually to consider and dis­
pose of the items which had accumulated on its agenda;
(2) that the Commission endeavour in future to main­
tain a proper balance among the matters referred to
it; (3) request the Secretary-General, when preparing
the provisional agenda of the Commission, to combine
items which could be considered simultaneously, except
in cases in which a member of the Commission had
expressly requested that an item should be considered
separately. Some representatives, while acknowledging
the value of discussing the rationalization of work, were
not confident that the draft resolution as submitted
would have positive value for the Commission. Regard­
ing the establishment of priorities, some representa­
tives expressed the view that it was the prerogative of
each body of the Council to establish Hs own priori­
ties. Some representatives regarded the draft as an es­
sentially procedural proposal and therefore felt there
was no basis for opposing it.

651. The sponsors did not press the draft resolution
to the vote on the understanding that the ~roposa1
and the summary records of the discussions Oh it dur­
ing the fiftieth session of the Council would be trans­
mitted to the Commission on Human Rights. The Com­
mittee decided to make that recommendation to the
Council.
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OTHER SOCIAL, HUMANITARI!~ AND CULTURAL QUES110NS

A. Development of information media cost of production, of paper and of transport could be
. 660. The Social Committee considered item 13 of solved o.nly by effective international action. One rep-
the agenda of the Council's fiftieth session (Develop- re.sentattve felt that Governments of developing coun-
ment of information media) at its 653rd to 656th and trIes should make provision for book production in
658th meetings. l ~t had before it a report by the their national development plans and endeavour to
~CO secret~nat on book development in the develop .a network of libraries.
servtce of educatIon (E/4958), prepared in response 665. The view was expressed that the book shortage
to Council resolution 1278 (XLIII). could not be.over~ome by stim~lating and developing

661. Introducing the report, the representative of local productIon smce the cost of intellectual produc-
UNESCO noted that the report concentrated on book tion and the cost of manufacture were beyond the
development a~d ~d not deal with the application of means of many developing countries. With internation-
space 70mmuDlca~IOn technigues to the promotion or al co-operation, however, those countries would be
~ducatIOnal :progress. It was noped to prepare ~ report enabled to attain their goals more quickly and more
on that subject after the ITU World Admimstrative cheaply. Attention was called in that connexiOD to the
Radio Conference for Space Telecorrunrnications in importance of the conferences to, be held at uNESCO
Jun~ 1971 and thecom~leti?n of pilot projects and hea~quarters in Ju~y 1971 to revise the existing con-
studIes on space commUD1CatlODS. ventIons on copynght and the protection of literary
_ 662.- Basic material for ~e report had been supplied and artistic works.
by a series of regional meetings on book production 666. The represe~ntative of Tunisia, on behalf also
and distribution in developing countries, in which other of Pakistan and the Sudan, introduced a draft resolu-
inter~sted" specialized agencies, particularly FAO in tion., (ElAC.7IL..581), which Lebanon and Mada-
relation to matters of paper supply, had participated. gascar later joiDi~d in sponsoring. The observer for
. 663. Although the book development programme In.dia, under rule 76 of the rules of procedure, sub-
had made some progress over the past five years, mttted an ~mendment' (E/AC.7/L.582) proposing a
much remained to be done. In some countries the new operatIve paragraph 5; Kenya subsequently ai':l-
shortage of books·· was still so acute that it could be sumed sponsol"ship of the amendment.'
described as a famine, despite the revolution that had 667. One representative explained that although he
t~ke~ pl~ce ill recent decades in book production and could support the draft resolution as a whole and the
dIstnbutIon..A concerted world-wide effort was needed amendments, he could not vote for operative para-
t4. expand the programme. It had been, in large part graphs 2 and 3 of the draft resolution since .his Govern-
the .momentu~ gener~ted by the book development ment was a party neither to the Berne Convention nor
programme that had Impelled the UNESCO General to the Universal Copyright Convention and did not
Conference 'to proclaim 1972 as International Book participate in the work of the UNESCO International
Year; The Year's objective was, however even broader Copyright Infol1llation Centre.
and had been described by the Gener~l Conference 668. ~nother ,representative doubted the feasib~lity
as an. appraisal. of the role of books in society. of ~onvemng a conferen~e under UNESCO auspices to
A Planning Committee, drawn from both member ~evlse the.Berne ConventIons and of the actton prpposed
~tates. and major international professional organiza- ID operatIve paragraph 3 of the resolution. One repre-
nons In the. book field, had met at UNESCO drawn sentative supported, operative paragraph 3 on the under-
up a detailed prograi:nme of action and expre~sed the standing that it implied nothing more than was con-
hOp'e that' :~e OO'llncil would find it possible at its tai.ned in the resolution adopted on the subject by the
fiftieth ses~lOn· t<;> associate itself with International Jomt ~tudy Group of the Intergovernmental Copyright
Book Year. ... . . . Com1111ttee and the Permanent Committee of the Berne

.' 664. ~ost l'epres~nt~tives w~lcomed the report and Union at Washington in October 1969. It supported
endorsed Its conclUSIOns and recommendations. Some paragraph 4 on. the unuerstanding that the onus was
had. r~serva~ir'ns: One .delegatio~ suggested that the also on devel?ph1.g countries to give higher priority to
ed~C;3:tional ~'..l.l~ Jf.1siructive. role of books was not suf- b?ok productIon when using bilateral and multilat.eral
ficlently refl.~led. in th~ r~p6rt. Some representatives, ~Id funds. In regard to paragraph 4, one delegation felt
however. ,.. ~7:'Jd out that It was not enough to publish It would be premature to take a decision on a matter
books; m~~~{es should also be taken to enable people that w~u:ld be discussed in July 1971 at the conferences
to rea? them. It was no!ed also that in developing for reVISIOn of the Berne Conventions.
COuntrI~S finance was an unportant problem in so far 669. At its 658th meeting the Committee adopted
as the ll11port of books, copyright and translation rights the. amendment by Kenya (ElAC.7IL.582), as orally
were concerned. Such costs could be reduced if local reVIsed, by 25. votes to none, with 1 abstention. It
production were stimulated. The prnblem of the high adopted operative paragraphs 2 and 3 of the draft

resolution (ElAC.7fL.S81), on separate votes re-
1 ElAC.7/SR.653-6S6, 658. quested by the USSR, by 23 votes tu none, with
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3 abstentions, and by 24 votes to none, with 2 absten­
tions, respectively. On a separate vote requested by
France, it adopted operative paragraph 4 by 25 votes
to none, with 1 abstention. It unanimously adopted the
draft resolution as a whole, as revised by the sponsors
and as amended.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

670. The Council at its 1769th meeting2 considered
the draft resolution recommended by the Social Com­
mitee in its report (E/4987).8

671. At the request of the representative of the
USSR, the Council voted separately on paragraphs 2
and 3 of the draft resolution. It adopted operative para­
graph 2 by 19 votes to none, with 2 abstentions, and
operative paragraph 3 by 22 votes to none, with
2 abstentions. It adopted the draft resolution as a
whole unanimously.
. 672. In that resolution (1575 (L». the Counoii
(1) supported the initiative taken by Tr:\fESCO within
the framework of its lo:ag-term programme for b()ok
development; (2) invited the countries participating
in the conferences being organized by UNESCO in
July 1971 to respond to the requirf.:ments of develop­
ing countries in tevising,respectively, the Berne Con­
vention for th\e Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works4 and the Universal Copyright Convention,!)
including their requirernents in the field of school" and
university education; (3) invited the developed coun­
tries to grant the greatest possible copyright facilities
to developing countries within the framework· of
the International Copyright Information Centre of
UNESCO; (4) recommended the provision of inter­
national assistance for low-cost local reprint and trans­
lation or adaptation into national languages of develop­
ing countries of books written and produced in
developed countries for higher education; (5) recom­
men1ed further that financial and technical assistance be
provided to create an adequate infrastructure in the
developing countries for the promotion of domesti~
book production; (6) requested FAO to continue its
work for the promotion ..: : aper industries, in parti­
cular 10 the developing coumries; (7) invited Member
States and, within their respective fields of competence,
the institutions and organs of the United .Nations
system, as well as other interested intergovernmental
organizations, to 'take appropriate steps to attain th~
objectives of International Book Year; (8) invited
UNESCO to submit to the Council" at its fifty-sixth ses­
sion, a report on the results achieved and 'particularly
on the ways in which those results could contribute to
the goals of the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade.6

B. Report of t.he United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees*

.673. The annual report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (AI8412) 7 was before

* Item on the provisional agenda for the twenty.·sixth session
of the Geueral Assembly.

2 E/SR.1769.
3 Official Records 0/ the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 13.
4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 331 (1959), No. 4757.
6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 216 (1955), No. 2937.
e See General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV),
7 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth

Session, Supplement No. 12, submitted to the Council under
the symbol E/5037 and Cou.!.
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the Council at its fifty-first session. The Council also
received a statement submitted by the International
Student Movement for the United Nations, a non­
governmental organization in category 11 consultative
'3tatus (ElC.2/741 ).

674. The Council recalled the decision taken at
the resumed forty-seventh sessionS that the report of
the High Commissioner would be transmitted to the
General Assembly without debate, unless at the spe­
cific request of one or more of its members or of the
High Commissioner at the time of the adoption of its
agenda the Council were to decide otherwise. Since
at the time of the adoption of its sessional agenda,9
the Council had taken no decision regarding the con..
sideration of the item, it decided, at its 1799th meet­
ing,IO on the proposal of the President, to transmit
without debate the report to the General Assembly
at its twenty-sixth session.

C. Capital punishment

675. The Social Committee considered item 4 of
the agenda of the fiftieth session (Capital punishment),
at its 648th to 651st meetings.ll The Committee had
before it a note prepared by the Secretary-General in
pursuance of General Assembly resolution 2393
(XXIII) (E/4947 and Corr.1), summarizing and
analysing the information furnished by the Govern­
ments of Member States which had responded to the
Secretary-General's inquiry of 10 March 1969. The
first part of the note contained a brief resume of the
legal safeguards provided in the reporting countries to
persons liable· to capital punishment for ordinary
crimes, and the second part,· for offences agaiust the
State and certain· other military and exceptional
crimes. The third part of the report was concerned
with the changes that had taken place since 1965 in
respect of the restriction of the use of the death
penalty or its abolition. .

676. The Committee also had before it a memo
randum from the Government of Austria on the aboli­
tion of capital punishment (E/L.1378), which pointed
out that the recommendations on the restriction and
abolition'of the death penalty were in .accordance not
only with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the International Covenant on Civil and· Political
Rights but also with the postulates of modern crimi­
nology. It ell).phasized that capital punishment was not
a deterrent to· crime and· that considerations of law
enforcement did not justify or call for the death
penalty.

677. In his introductory statement, the Director of
the Social Development Division gave a historical re­
view of United Nations actions on the question of
capit21 punishment from the first General Assembly
resolution in 1959 (resolution 1396· (XIV» to the
latest in 1968 (resolution 2393 (XXIII». He observed
that the current trend was abolitionist, and that the
Secretary-General'snote was to be considered as pro­
visional and preliminary.

678.. While members of the Committee expressed
satisfaction with the prevailing abolitionist trend, they
noted that, as was emphasized .in the &ecretary-Gen­
eral's note, lack of information made it impossible to
provide a true and comprehensive picture of the world

S E/SR.1640.
t> E/SR.1773.
10 E/SR.1799.
1'1 ElAC.7/SR.648-6Sl.
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situation with regard to the death penalty. More sub­
stantive data were needed before a report was sub­
mitted to the General Assembly. It ~'.·~S therefore
suggested that Member States be given lliore time to
answer the Secretary-General's inquiry.

679. A number of representatives argued that capital
punishment could no longer be justified on the grounds
of retribution, based on a primitive concept of justice,
nor by its alleged deterrent effect, which hacl never
been confirmed by reliable data. They stressed that
the abolition of the death penalty had not been followed
by any increase of crimes in the countries which had
taken that step. Furthermore, in the imposition of
capital punishment, there was always the possibility
of an irreversible judicial error. Most members agreed
that crime should be fought by other means, and that
the aim should be to correct the offender and not to
eliminate him. Certain speakers stressed that the roots
of crime lay in social injustice, and that it was society
which needed to be refornled. It was contended that
further efforts should be made by Member States to­
wards the restriction or abolition of the death penalty
and that full guarantees of legal safeguards in cases
of capital punishment should be given.

680. Several representatives reported on the policies
adopted in their countries concerning legal safeguards
for accused persons in capital cases. They emphasized
that all possible legal safeguards were provided to the
accused and that the policies of their respective coun­
tries were consistent with General Assembly resolution
2393 (XXIII). Some representatives pointed out that
the death penalty was retained by some countries only
as a way of deterring offenders and was consequently
scarcely used. It was not only the offender's life which
was in question; the security of society was also at
stake. In view of that situation, many countries had
not abolished capital punishment in cases where the
security of the State was threatened. Action should
therefore be directed mainly towards the e~tension of
legal safeguards.

681. One representative stated that there was at
least one case in which capital punishment should not
be abolished, namely that of war criminals. Most
members, although agreeing in substance, were of the
opinion that that matter should be dealt with in an­
other conte~t.

682. In the course of the debate, the representa­
tive of Italy submitted a draft resolution (ElAC.7I
L.578), co-sponsored by Norway, the United King­
dom and Uruguay. An amendment (E/AC.7/L.759)
proposed by the representativv of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics calling for the addition of three
paragraphs relating to war crimes and crimes against
humanity, was later withdrawn in the light of the dis­
cussion. After being orally revised, the draft resolution
was adopted by 21 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

683. The Council at its 1769th meeting12 adopted
the draft resolution recommended by the Social Com­
mittee (E/4993)l3 by 14 votes to none, with 6 absten­
tions (resolution 1574 (L». In the resolution, the
Council (1) took note with satisfaction of the mea­
sures already taken by a number of States in order

12 E/SR.1769.
13 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
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to ensUJ;'e the most careful legal procedures and the
greatest possible safeguards for the accused in capital
cases in countries where the death penalty still obtained;
(2) considered that further efforts should be made
by Member States to ensure the full and strict observ­
ance anywhere of the principles contained in articles
5, 10 and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, reaffirmed by articles 7, 14 and 15 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
and in particular of the principles that no one should
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or de­
grading treatment or punishment, that everyone was
entitled to a fair and public hearing by an independent
and impartial tribunal, that everyone charged with
penal offence had the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilty by a final sentence; and that every
accused had a right to enjoy all the guarantees neces­
sary for his defence; (3) affirmed that the main
objective to be pursued was that of progressively re­
stricting the number of offences for which capital
punishment might be imposed with a view to the desir­
ability of abolishing this punishment in all countries
so that the right to life, provided for in article 3 of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, might be
fully guaranteed; (4) invited Member States which
had not yet done S'O to inform the Secretary-General
of their attitude to possible further restriction of the
use of the death penalty or to its total abolition, by
providing the information requested in paragraph 2 of
General Assembly resolution 2393 (XXIII); and (5)
requested the Secretary-General to circulate as soon as
possible to Member States all the replies to the queries
contained in paragraphs 1 and 2 of General Assembly
resolution 2393 (XXIII) submitted by Member States
either before or after the adoption of the present reso­
lution.

D. Emergency assistance to Palestine refugees

684. The Council considered item 20 of the agenda
of its fiftieth session (Emergency assistance to Palestine
refugees) at its 1747th meeting.14

685. The representative of Ghana, on behalf also
of Norway, introduced and orally revised a draft reso­
lution (E/L.1387) on the subject.

686. Members of the Council expressed their serious
concern over the financial crisis which was jeopardizing
the activities of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA). If the financial deficit was not liquidated,.
the only alternative would be to reduce the Agency's
services drastically, in particular in respect of the
nutrition of children and in the fields of education and
vocational training.

687. Some representatives considered that the Coun­
cil should appeal for assistance to UNRWA from coun­
tries that did not normally contribute to it. One repre­
sentative referred to th~ assistance being rendered by
his Government on a bilateral basis and underlined
that such assistance would continue to be provided.
The view was expressed by some representatives that
the only way to put an end to the sufferings of the
refugees once and for all was to find a lasting solution
to the situation in the Middle East.

688. The representative of UNESCO informed the
Council of the encouraging lv.:~~ponse to the appeal

14E/SR.1747.
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launched on 1 January 1971 by the Director-General of
UNESCO for voluntary financial assistance to the joint
UNRWA/UNESCO educational effort. Many repre­
sentatives expressed their appreciation of the assistance
rendered by the World Food Programme, the ILO,
WHO and UNESCO and voiced the hope that in­
creased assistance by those organizations would be
made possible in future.

689. The sponsors further revised the draft reso­
lution in the light of the suggestions made during the
discussion. Operative paragraphs 2, 5 and 6, on which
a separate vote was requested by the representative of
the USSR, were adopted by 24 votes to none, with 2
abstentions. The draft resolution as a whole, as revised,
was adopted unanimously.

690. In that resolution (1565 (L», the Council
(1) welcomed in particular the decisions already taken
under the World Food Programme to provide emer­
gency food aid up to $2 million; (2) welcomed also
the contacts initiated with the ILO and WHO with
a view to obtaining services to the maximum extent

possible; (3) welcomed further the positive steps taken
by the Director-General of UNESCO in launching an
appeal for funds to maintain the educational services
for Palestine refugees and the encouraging results
obtained so far; (4) expressed the hope for an early
implementation of the above-mentioned decisions,
particularly of paragraph 3 of General Assembly reso­
lution 2672 B (XXV), as well as manifestations of
concrete results of the above-mentioned contacts and
steps in accordance with constitutional procedures; (5)
requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
the executive heads of specialized agencies, the Exe~

cutive Director of UNICEF and the Administrator of
UNDP as well as the non-governmental organizations
concerned to continue to consider appropriate ways and
means of rendering all possible assistance to the Pales­
tine refugees; and (6) requested further all organiza­
tions of the United Nations system to include in their
annual reports information on their possible present
and future assistance to UNRWA and on their activities
that benefited the Palestine refugees, and thus lessened
the financial burden of the Agency.

\
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for assisting Governments in their disaster prevention
and disaster preparedness arrangements, and for help­
ing to co-ordinate the relief efforts of interna!ion~
organizations, Governments and voluntary agenCIes In
disaster situations. While the proposed arrangements
had been developed with natural disasters in mind,
they might prove useful, the representative of the
Secretary-General considered, in other emergencies
also.

695. Members of the Council expressed sympathy
to the Governments of Chile and Colombia with regard
to the natural disasters suffered recently by those coun­
tries.

696. At the 1786th meeting the representative of
Peru, on behalf also of Brazil, Haiti, Jamaica and
Uruguay, introduced a draft resoluti0!1 (E/L.1434)
entitled "Measures to be taken followmg the natural
disasters in Colombia and Chile", which he orally
revised during his statement. An amendment to opera­
tive paragraph 2 was introduced at the same meeting
by the representative of the USSR (E/L.1437). It
was later withdrawn when the sponsors of the draft
resolution accepted a suggestion that paragraph 2 be
deleted. The sponsors also agreed to revise operative
paragraph 3 ~o ta~e into ac.count a suggesti?n made
during the dISCUSSIon. At Its 1787th meetmg, t..1}e
Council unanimously adopted the revised draft relso··
lution as orally revised by the sponsors (for the text~
see paragraph 708 below).

697. During the discussion, the Secretary-Gene:ral's
report was highly commended and the proposal$ p~t

forward in the report were generally endorsed. Wlnle
it was agreed that provisions for more effective assis­
tance were necessary, views differed as to the; ~est

means of achieving that end. In regard to the question
of a new permanent office and its leadership, most
representatives supported the Secretary-General's pro­
posals. A few representatives, however, took the view
that efforts should be co-ordinated by the existing
organs of the United Nations Secretariat, out ?f the
resources already available, and that the role of DIsaster
Relief Co-ordinator should be entrusted to one of the
serving Uuder-Secretaries-General or f\ssistant Secre­
taries-General. The question of the SIte of. the office
was also discussed, many representatives expressing the
view that Geneva would be preferabl~ to New york
since it was the seat of a member of Important mter­
national voluntary agencies and of several United Na­
tions agencies.

698. Some representatives did not favour the t~etting

up of a natural disaster emergency fund or pledges of
voluntary contributions. Some others, however, con­
sidered that an international fund would ultimately
have to be eGtablished.

699. Several delegations felt that the aim of the
proposed United ~ations office should be to dea~ with
questions concernmg the whole spectrum of pre-dIsaster
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ASSISTANCE IN CASES OF NATURAL DISASTER*

Chapter XIX

691. The Council considered item 14 of the agenda
of its fifty-first session (Assistance in cases of n~tural

disaster) at its 1785th to 1787th and 1790th meetmgs.
It had before it a comprehensive report of the Secre­
tary-General (E/4994) .on the implementation of
General Assembly resolutions 2435 (XXII) and
2717 (XXV). Memoranda concerning the item, sub­
mitted by the United Kingdom (E/L.1404) and by
Turkey (E/L.1425), were circulated to the Council
at the request of those Governments. The Council also
received a communication from the Permanent Repre­
sentative of Chile to the United Nations Office at
Geneva (E/L.1436) and a note by the Secretary­
General transmitting a recommendation adopted by
the World Administrative Radio Conference for Space
T~lecommunication (E/L.1430).

692. Also before the Council were chapter I, sec­
tion H, of the report of ACC on its thirty-seventh
session (E/SOI2 (Part I» and chapter VI of the
report of CPC on its ninth session (E/5038).2 In
addition five non-governmental organizations in cate­
gories I 'and II consultative status submitted statements
on the item. The category I organizations were the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (E/C.2/731) and the
League of Red Cross Societies (E/C.2/732); the cat~­

gory II organizations were the Intemational Council
of Social Democratic Women (E/C.2/727), the Inter­
national Committee of the Red Cross (E/C.2/735)
and the International Council of Voluntary Agencies
(E/C.2/742). .

693. The consultant to the Secretary-General !lfl­
troduced the Secretary-General's report (E/4994). He
pointed out that the repo~ l~d emphasis on the ';lrgent
need for improved orgamzatlOn~l arrangements In.the
provision of assistance by an~ through th~ "I!nIt~d
Nations system. While the pnmary !esponsibl1ity ID
disaster situations inevitably rested WIth the Govern­
ment of the (;ountry in which the disaster had occurred,
other Governments and international organizations, as
well as voluntary agencies, had an i~portant contrib~­

tion to make in many areas. These mcluded the ap:pll­
cation of science and technology to the prevention
of disasters wbere possible or, otherwise, the mitigation
of their effects as~istance in pre-disaster planning and
disaster prepa'redness arrangements, in addition to
action when a disaster actually struck.

694. As much of that work could best be accom­
plished through the machinery of a permaI'~nt office,
the Secretary-General proposed, .in acccrd~nce with
the specifi.~ request exptessed m !esolut1~n. 2717
(XXV) that a new office be estabhshed wlthm the
Secretariat. That office would be responsible for gather­
ing in one place all types of relevant information,

* Item on" the provisional agenda for the twenty~sixth ses­
sion of the General Assembly.

1 E/SR.1785-1787, 1790. .
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social CounCIL,

Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 9.
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planning, preparedness and relief operations. Some rep­
resentatives were of the view that the office should also
be concerned with rehabilitation and reconstruction
in disaster areas.

700. One representative objected to the provisions
of annex III of the Secretary-General's report regard­
ing the legal status of disaster relief units because they
attempted to place such units beyond the control of
the Governments of the countries in which they would
be working. The question of privileges and immunities
should not arise in connexion with the provision of
humanitarian assistance.

701. The Secretary-General of the League of Red
Cross Societies noted with satisfaction the long history
of good co-operation between the organizations within
the United Nations system and the International Red
Cross. He also noted that the machinery of the Red
Cross, with regard to both pre-disaster planning and
emergency relief, was well described in the Secretary­
General's report. He supported the Secretary-General's
conclusions.

702. Many delegations commended the work of
the League of Red Cross Societies and pointed out
that it had done far more to co-ordinate international
aid in natural disasters than any other organization
and had gained valuable experience of the practical
steps to be taken to d~al with such disasters. The
League was also commended for its efforts in drawing
up a Disaster Relief Handbook.

703. At the 1786th meeting, the representative of
the United Kingdom, on behalf also of Greece,
Indonesia, Jamaica, Kenya, New Zealand, Norway,
Pakistan and the United States of America, introduced
a draft resolution (E/L.1438) entitled "Assistance in
cases of natural disaster and other emergency situa­
tions". Lebanon, Malaysia and Peru also joined
as sponsors. The representative of the USSR introduced
three amendments (E/L.1440 and Corr.1) to the draft
resolution. The first provided for the replacement, in
operative paragraph 1, of the words "to appoint a
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator" by the words "to entrust
the functions of Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to one
of the existing Under-Secretaries-General or Assistant
Secretaries-General". The second amendment called for
the deletion of operative paragraph 2, under which. the
Council would recommend that the Co-orrIinator be
appointed by the Secretary-General normally for a
term of five years and at a level equivalent to that of
an Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Th'e third amendment provided for the replacement
of ooerative paragraph 3 by a paragraph inviting the
Secretary-General to establish at United Nations Head­
quarters a small permanent office, to be staffed by
redistribution of existing posts in other units of the
United Nations Secretariat within the limits of the
present establishment of the United Nations Secretariat.

704. France also submitted three amendments
(E/L.1442) to the draft resolution at the 1787th
meeting. The first called for the deletion of the word
"direct" in operative paragraph 1 (a); the second
provided for the deletion in operative paragraph 2 of
the words "and at a level equivalent to that of an
Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations"; and
the third called for the addition of the word "small"
before the words "permanent office", in operative
paragraph 3.

705. The representative of Hungary, at the 1787th
meeting, introduced an amendment (ElL.1443) call-

ing for the deletion of the phrase '10 f States Members
of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies
and IAEA", in operative paragraph 6 of the draft
resolution.

706. A revised version of the draft resolution
(E/L.1438/Rev.1) was introduced, at the 1790th meet­
ing, by the representative of the United ~gdom on
behalf of the sponsors, which also included Turkey
in accordance with rule 75 of the Council's rules of
procedure. The revised draft resolution took account
of many of the suggestions put forward during the
discussion of the original draft.

707. The Council voted on the revised draft resolu­
tion and the amendments thereto at its 1790th meet­
ing. It rejected the USSR amendments by 16 votes
to 5, with 4 abstentions. The amendments submitted
by France to operative paragraphs 1 (a) and 3 were
with0.rawn, following which the Council adopted by
10 votes to 9, with 5 abstentions, L'le amendment
submitted by France (E/L.1442) to operative para­
graph 2. The Council rejected the amendment sub­
mitted by Hungary (E/L.1443) to operative paragraph
6, by 14 votes to 6, with 5 abstentions. The Council
then voted on the revised draft resolution (E/L.1438/
Rev. 1) as amended. Separate votes were requested
by the representative of the USSR on the sixth
preambular paragl'aph, under which the Council would
note the study annexed to the Secretary-General's re­
port on the legal status of disaster units operating
under the aegis of the United Nations; on the in­
troductory sentence of operative paragraph 1, and on
operative paragraphs 2 and 3. The Council adopted
the sixth preambular paragraph by 22 votes to 2,
with 2 abstentions; the introductory phrase Ol operative
paragraph 1 by 21 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions;
operative paragraph 2 by 22 votes to 2, with 2
abstentions; and operative paragraph 3 by 22 votes to
2, with 2 abstentions. The draft resolution, as amended,
as a whole, was adopted by 24 votes to none, with 2
abstentions (for the text, see paragraph 709 below).

708. In resolution 1611 (LI), the Council (1)
expressed to the people and Governments of Colombia
and Chile its heartfelt condolences for the loss of
life and devastation sustained as a result of the recent
natural disasters; (2) requested the Secretary-Gen­
eral of the United Nations to ask the Governing Council
of UNDP and the Administrator of that Programme,
the specialized agencies, more· especially IBRn and
also FAO and ~TESCO, and lAEA, UNCTAD,
UNIDO, UNICEF, UNRISD and W"FP, to devote the
largest pvssible volume of resources, within th~ir respec­
tive programmes, to meeting assistance requests from
the Governments of Colombia and Chile relating to
reconstruction work contemplated in their initial
emergency programmes; and (3) conveyed its desire
to the Governing Council and the Administrator of
UNDP that they should consider favourably such re­
quests for assistance within the purview of that Pro­
gramme as might be submitted by the Governments
of Colombia and Chile in connexion with their special
medium-term and long-term programmes of rehabilita­
tion.

709. In resolution 1612 (LT.), the Council (1)
called on the Secretary-General to appoint a Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator, who would report direct to him,
and who would be authorized, on behalf of the Secre­
tary-General: (a) to mobilize, d.irect and co-ordinate
the relief activities of the various organizations of the
United Nations system in response to a request for

...~
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disaster assistance from a stricken State; (b) to receive
on behalf of the Secretary-General contributions offered
to him for disaster relief assistance to be carried out
by the United Nations, its agencies and programmes
for particular emergency situations; (c) to co-ordinate
United Nations assistance with assistance given by
intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza­
tions; (d) to assist tha Government of the stricken
country to assess relief and other needs and to evaluate

I the priority of those needs, to disseminate that infonna-
• tion to prospective donors and others concerned and

to serve as a clearing-house for assistance extended Ol
planned by all sources of external aid; (e) to promote
the study, prevention, control and prediction of natural
disasters, including the collection and dissemination of
information concerning technological d~velopments;

(f) to assist in providing advice to Governments on
pre-disaster planning in association with relevant
voluntary organizations, particularly with the League of
Red Cross Societies, and draw upon United Nations
resources available for such purposes; (g) to acquire
and disseminate information relevant to planning and
co-ordinating relief for disasters, including the im­
provement and establishment of stockpiles in disaster­
prone areas, and to prepare suggestions to ensure the
most effective use of available resources; (h) to phase
out relief operations under his aegis as the stricken
country moved into the stage of rehabilitation and re­
construction but to continue to interest himself, within
the framework of his responsibilities for relief, in the
activities of the United Nations agencies concerned
with rehabilitation and reconstruction; (i) to prepare
an annual report for the Secretary-General, to be sub­
mitted to the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly; (2) recommended that the Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator be appointed by the Secretary­
General normally for a term of five years; (3) endorsed
the Secretary-General's proposals for a small permanent
office in the United Nations which should be the focal
point in the United Nations system for disaster relief
matters; (4) recommended that the office be headed
by the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, be a distinct
element within' the United Nations Secretariat, and be
augmented as necessary by short-term secondment of
personnel for individual emergencies; (5) requested the
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Secretary-General to prepare a study for its fifty-third
session, taking into account any relevant suggestions
and the experience gained by the Disaster Relief Co­
ordinator, on ways and means of enabling the Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator adequately to perform the functions.
entrusted to him under the present resolution; (6)
further endorsed the plan for a roster of volunteers to
be drawn from experienced staff members of the
United Nations system and interested non-governmental
organizations, who could be made available at very
short notice; (7) recommended that the Disaster Re­
lief Co-ordinator should maintain contact with the
Governments of States Members of the United Nations
and members of the specialized agencies and IAEA
concerning available aid in emergency situations, such
as food supplies, medicines, personnel, transportation
and communications, as well as advice to countries in
pre-disaster planning and preparedness; (8) invited
potential recipient Governments: (a) to establish
disaster contingency plans with appropriate assistance
from the Disaster Relief Co-ordinator; (b) to appoint
a single National Disaster Relief Co-ordinator to
facilitate the receipt of international aid in times of
emergency; (c) to establish stockpiles of emergency
supplies such as tents, blankets, medicine and non­
perishable foodstuffs; (d) to consider appropriate
legislative or other measures to facilitate the receipt of
aid, including overflight and landing rights and necessary
privileges and immunities for relief units; (e) to im­
prove national disaster warning systems; (9) invited
potential donor Governments: (a) to respond promptly
to any call by the Secretary~General or by the Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator on his behalf; (b) to consider
and to continue offering on a wider basis emergency
assistance in disaster situations; (c) to inform the
Disaster Relief Co-ordinator in advance about the
facilities and services they might be in a position to
provide immediately, including where possible relief
units, logistical support and means of effective com­
munications; (10) further invited all organizations of
the Uniterl Nations system and all other organizations
involved to co-operate with the Disastt~r Relief Co­
ordinator; and (11 ) recommended that the General
Assembly at its twenty-sixth session endorse the fore­
going proposals and recommendations.
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ChapterX'X

* Item on the provisional agenda, for the twenty-sixth ses-
sion of the General Assembly. 2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

1 E/SR.1792. Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 9.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECJ-JARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE
TO COLONIAL COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES BY THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND
THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS*

CPC on its ninth session (B/5038).2 It also had before
it a statement by the IDter-ParIiamentary Union
(B/C.2/730), a non-governmental organization in
category I consultative status.

711. The Council decided to postpone consid~ra­

tion of the item until its resumed fifty-first session when
it would have available the report of CPC on its tenth
session and the President would have been able to hold
consultations with the Chairman of the Special Com­
mittee on the Situation on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

710. The Council considered item 13 of the agenda
of its fifty-first session (Implementation of the Declara­
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the Specialized Agencies and
the International Institutions associated with the United
Nations) at its 1792nd meeting.1 It had before it a
report of the Secretary-General (B/5033 and Add.1)
prepared pursuant to paragraph 14 of General As­
sembly resolution 2704 (XXV), as well as chapter 11
of the first part of the thirty-seventh report of .ACC
(B/5012 (part I») and chapter V of the report of
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Chapter XXI

DEVELOPMENT AND CO-ORDINATION OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATrONS
WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM AND RELATIONS WITH NON-UNITED
NATIONS INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS "

,
B. Reports of the Committee for Programme and

Co-ordination and of the Joint Meetings of the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination
and the Administrative Comnlittee on Co­
ordination

3 E/SR.1799.
4 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Sessioll, Annexes, agenda item 15.
5 Ibid., Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 5.
6 Ibid., Fifty-first Session, Supplement No. 9.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

719. At its 1799th meeting,S the Council
unanimously adopted the draft resolution recommended
by the Co-ordination Committee (E/5069) .4 In the
resolution (1642 (LI)) the Council (1) took note with
appreciation of the analytical summaries provided by
the specialized agencies and IAEA and in particular
the improvements introduced in the summaries; (2)
requested the specialized agencies and IAEA to con­
tinue to furnish such analytical "'mmaries, bearing in
mind the guidelines laid down u) the Council, in par­
ticular in resolution 1548 (XLIX); (3) instructed CPC
to recommend that the Council approve at its spring
session the choice of the reports of two or three agencies
which the Council might appropriately examine in
depth, and to recommend procedures to be followed,
having regard to the desirability of ensuring that the
reports of all the agencies should receive detailed con­
sideration over a five-year period; and (4) decided
that at the Council's summer session, after finishing the
in-depth discussion of the reports selected, on the rec­
ommendation of CPC, sufficient time should be allowed
for the discussion of any of the other reports.

720. Under item 15 (b), the Council had before
it the reports of CPC on its eighth and ninth sessions
(E/49895 and E/50386 ) and the report on the Joint
Meetings of CPC and ACC held at Geneva on 1 and
2 July 1971 (E/5045 and Add.l).

717. Many representatives expressed concern that
the procedure for considering the agency reports in
the Council precluded the possibility of in-depth
examination. A number of suggestions were made for
overcoming that difficulty.

718. At its 431st meeting, the representative of
Brazil, on behalf also of Peru, the United Kingdom,
the USSR, the United States of America, Uruguay and
Yugoslavia, introduced a draft resolution (E/AC.24/
LA09) on the reports of the specialized agencies and
IAEA and the procedure for their consideration. The
Committee unanimously adopted the draft resolution
as subsequently orally revised.
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712. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
15 of the agenda of the fifty-first session (Development
and co-ordination of the activities of the· organizations
within the United Nations system: (a) reports of the
specialized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency; (b) reports of the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination and of the Joint Meet­
ings of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordina­
tion and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordina­
tion; (c) reports of the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination) at its 413th to 419th, 421st, 422nd,
424th, 425th and 431st meetings)·

A. Reports of the specialized agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency

713. Under item 15 (a) the Council had before it
the analytical summaries provided by the ILO
(E/4977), FAO (E/4983), UNESCO (E/4975),
WHO (E/4978), ICAO (E/4980), UPU (E/4976),
ITV (E/4979), WMO (E/4982), IMCO (E/4981)
and IAEA (E/4974 and Add.1); a letter dated
30 April 1971 from the Director-General of IAEA con­
cerning the reports of lAEA (E/L.1424); and the
relevant paragraphs of the report of CPC on its ninth
session (E/5038,2 paras. 41-44).

714. The representatives of the specialized agencies
and IAEA introduced the analytical summaries pro­
vided by their organizations and answered questions
raised during the discussion.

715. Members of the Committee commented on
specific points in the summaries furnished by individual
agencies and on general questions of interagency
co-ordination. The view was expressed that the upw~~rd

trend in the budgets of the specialized agencies should
be halted and that increased efforts should be made
to en.sure the more rational and effective use of exist­
ing staff and resources.

716. There was general agreement in the Committee
that the summaries offered a useful conspectus of the
work of the organizations concerned and provided in­
formation that would assist the Council in its co-ordinat­
ing role and in considering work programmes. Their
value would, it was suggested, be increased if they
could be furnished long enough in advance for detailed
consideration by CPC and its member Governments.
The suggestion was made that the summaries could be
improved by the inclusion of a chapter, on the lines
of annex I of the WHO report, listing the action taken
to comply with Council resolutions on interagency
collaboration. Interagency bodies might als", compile
an annual list of Council resolutions calling for action
by the agencies.

1 ElAC.24/SR.413-419, 421, 422, 424, 425, 431.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-fir;;t Session, Supplement No. 9.
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721. The parts of the reports of CPC relating to
other items on the Council's agenda were brought to
the Coun,cil's attention in connexion with those items.
The discussion in the Co-ordination Committee con­
centrated on two subjects: the question of programme
implementation in 1970 (E/5038, chap. I1) and the
review of the sphere of activities and competence of
ACC which CPC had undertaken at its eighth session
(E/4989, chap. 11, and annexes III and IV) and its
ninth session (E/5038, chap. Ill) in response to
Council resolution 1547 (XLIX), and particularly the
draft resolution on the subject proposed by CPC for
adoption by the Council (E/5038, para. 25). The
subject had also been considered at the Joint Meetings
of CPC and ACe, with particular reference to the
question of improving the co-operation of ACC with
CPC in order to strengthen the co-ordination role of
the Council.

722. During the discussion of the sphere of activities
and competence of ACC, a number of representatives,
while recognizing the usefulness of the role of ACC as a
co-ordinating body at the secretariat level, emphasized
that the Committee should not infringe upon the. prerog­
atives of intergovernmental bodies, particularly in pol­
icy-formulation and decision-making. Individual secre­
tariats were called upon to perform the functions
assigned to them by their legislative organs, in accord­
ance with the constitutional provisions of each organi­
zation. Once programmes had been formulated, the
various secretariats should confine themselves to imple­
mentation of the decisions taken.

723. Other representatives emphasized the im­
portant contribution that the executive heads could
make, both individually and collectively, to the delibera­
tions of the competent intergovernmental bodies. They
questioned the assertion that ACC was encroaching
upon the prerogatives of intergovernmental,organs, and
felt that the submission of recommendations. by ACC
would assist the Council in the effective performance of
its co-ordinating functions.

724. With regard to the methods of work of ACe,
many representatives considered that there was a need
for greatly improved channels of communication be­
tween ACC and the competent intergovernmental
bodies. Some delegations criticized the secrecy of the
proceedings of ACC, and supported the suggestion
made in CPC that all members of CPC and of the
Council should be enabled to send observers to meet­
ings of ACC and its subsidiary bodies. A number of
representatives objected to that suggestion and dis­
agreed also with the proposal that individual Member
States should be allowed to forward their views on
'matters to be discussed at interagency meetings. In their
view, both of those proposals would raise complex
constitutional issues and might result in the work of
the secretariats being unduly, influenced by those
Member States which had more personnel and financia).
resources to devote to those tasks. In that connexion,
it was noted that the need for more detailed informa­
tion on the work of ACC could be met satisfactorily
through improved reporting oD. the part of ACC. The
annual reports of ACC, it was generally felt, had not,
so far, met the requirements of CPG and the Council;
in particular they seldom provided information, on the
problems and difficulties encountered in the process of
co-ordination which would enable the Council to take
informed decisions and action on them.

725. With regard to the draft resolution preposed
by CPG for adoption' by the Council, a numbet()f

9g

representatives questioned the need for a formal pro­
nouncement on the subject, in the light of the broad
convergence of views at the Joint Meetings regarding
the respective contributions of the Council and CPC,
and of ACC, and the ways in which ACC could better
assist the Council in carrying out its co-ordination
responsibilities. A draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.400)
under which the Council, taking note of the assurances
given by ACC at the Joint Meetings, would have
deferred action on the draft resolution proposed by
CPC was submitted by Ghana and later withdrawn.

726. Amendments to the draft resolution proposed
by CPC (E/5038, para. 25) were submitted by Ghana
(E/AC.24/L.401), Brazil, France, the USSR and
Uruguay (ElAC.24/L.402) and by the Sudan
(ElAC.24/L.403 ). Subsequently, after consultations
among interested delegations and the sponsors of the
amendments, the representative of Brazil informed the
Committee that it had been agreed to recommend the
following amendments to the draft resolution proposed
by CPC: (1) the addition, at the end of the first
preambular paragraph, of the words "and the pro­
visions of Chapter X of the Charter, in particular
Article 63, paragraph 2, which provides that the
Council may co-ordinate the activities of the specialized
agencies through consultation with and recommenda­
tions to such agencies and through recommendations
to the General Assembly and to the Members of the
United Nations"; (2) the insertion in the preamble of
a new second paragraph incorporating paragraph 1 of
the CPC text, and the consequential deletion of opera­
tive paragraph 1; (3) the deletion of the words "13
(Ill) of 21 September 1946" in the second preambular
paragraph of the crc draft; (4) the amendment
of the sixth paragraph of the preamble to the effect
that the Council would note further that, sug­
gestions by various secretariats and secretariat bodies
on possible courses of action would assist the com­
p~tent intergovernmental bodies in exercising their
decision-making role; (5) the substitution of the words
"United Nations" for the words "Economic and Social
Council" in the eighth paragraph of the preamble and
in operative paragraph 2; (6) the substitution of the
word "legislative" for the word "intergovernmental" in
operative paragraphs 4, 5 and 7; (7) the substitution
of the words "competent legislative" for the word
"governing" in operative paragraph 6; (8) the inser­
tion, after operative paragraph 7, of a new paragraph
under which the, Council would call upon the Adminis­
,trative Committee on Co-ordination in submitting
suggestions and studies, to state options and alternative
'courses of action in order to facilitate the decision:"
making role of appropriate legislative organs; '(9) the
amendment of operative paragraph 9 to the effeqt tha;t
,the Council would decide that all mem,!:Jersof th~
Council and, of CPC should receive notification of the
meetings, of ACC, its Preparatory Committee and Other
subsidiary bodies~ together with an 'indication of the
respective agendas of such, meetings; (10) the fu­
elusion of the words "to ACC" after the word "observa~
tions" in the bracketed, phrase at the end of ,operativ~
paragraph 9. The phrase would thus read" [so ,as to
enable theta to forward their views and observations
to ACC, if they so decidel'? ' ;

727. The Committee accep'ted the 'fot~going atne:ttd-
·'ments. It also decided by 10 votes to 9, with 1 absten­
tion, not 'to retain the bracketed phrase at the end of
operative paragraph 9 of the 'CPC draft.: The draft
'reSOlution proposed by 'CPC,. as so 'amended, ,x/as.



--,---_.- .._~._----,-- ..\'.',"•.•00'"'"",,••_'..........,•... ,_

ACC to make llvailable to the Council and the com­
pettmt legislative bodies of the specialized agencies tmd
IAEA the results of the work of its subsidiary bodies
including ad hoc groups or panels or, where appro­
priate, brief summaries including the main topics and
trends of discussions; (6) urged ACC, in order to
ensure greater efficiency und avoid duplication, to con­
tinue to make the necessary arrangemenf'j for prior
consultations among interested secretariats of the United
Nations system before proposals on draft programmes
were presented to the legislative bodies and also before
changes were made in the execution of approved pro­
grammes, keeping the Council informed on develop­
ments by means of periodic reports; (7) called upon
ACC, when submitting suggestions and studies, to state
options and alternative courses of action in order to
facilitate the decision-making role of the appropriate
legislative organs; (8) called upon ACe to ensure,
where appropriate, close control' over all interagency
meetings held for purposes of. consultation and co­
ordination; (9) decided that all members of the Coun­
cil and of CPC should receive notification of the meet­
ings of ACC, its Preparatory Committee and other
subsidiary bodies, together with an indication of the
agendas of those meetings; (10) requested the Secre­
tary-General to pursue his consideration of the pos­
sibility of associating, where and when necessary, the
Executive Secretaries of the regional economic com­
missions and the Director of the United Nations Eco­
nomic and Social Office in Beirut with the meetings
of ACC andlor its Preparatory Committee.

731. At the same meeting, the Council, by 25 votes
to none, with 2 abstentions, adopted the draft reso­
lution recommended by the Committee on budget per­
formance documents. In resolution 1644 (LI), the
Council requested that the Secretary-General in future
reports should assure that: (a) the format of the
budget performance document for any given year
should have a direct correlation with the work pro­
gramme document for that year, in order to enable
meaningful comparisons to be made; (b) the docu­
ment should be amplified by more detailed and more
output-oriented information since it continued to em­
phasize input factors such as man-months spent in
preparation of projects in progress, to the detriment of
information on allocation of resources and even on
non-administrative impediments to the implementation
of the approved programmes; (c) the Secretariat should
exercise greater central supervision over the prepara­
tion of the document, to ensure the consistency of its
various parts, and pending the study on a system of
programme budgeting, the Secretariat should prepare
an overview section in which the various parts would
be synthesized, in which the over-all problems of the
work programme performance would be analysed, and,
where possible, and provided that was based on the
decisions taken and priorities set by the intergovern­
mental organs concerned, in which the allocations of
resources between the various sections of the work
programme would be explained; (d) the period covered
by the data presented in the tables should be extended
to five years, i.e. the authorization with reference to
the specific decisions taken by the competent inter­
governmental bodies and performance data for the
four previous years together with the authorization data
for the current year should be presented f<>r each pro",
gramme so as to permit an easy comparison of the
shifting of emphasis within and between sections, ex­
planations ef the causes of which should be incor-
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adopted by consensus and recommended fvI adoption
by the Council (for the text, see 1l'laragraph 730 be­
low).

728. During the discussion of the part of the CPC
report on its ninth session dealing with programme im­
plementation in 1970 and related matters (E/5038,
chap. II), it was noted that CPC had devoted par­
ticular attention to questions relating to the format and
content of the Secretary-General's reports on work pro­
gramme performance in the economic, social and
human rights fields, and to the effect which existing
recruitment difficulties, and the general vacancy situa­
tion within the Secretariat, had had on the implemen­
tation of the work programme. The view was expressed
that, if the recruitment problems, to which CPC had
drawn attention had had serious implications for the
work programme, the Council should, from that point
of view, concern itself with them. The question was
also raised whether the specialized agencies were ex­
periencing similar difficulties and, if so, whether an
objective study of the whole problem would not be
justified.

729. At the 431st meeting the representative of the
United States of America, on behalf also of Norway,
introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.24/L.399) on
the form and content of budget performance docu­
ments. The Committee adopted the draft resolution
unanimously (for the text, see paragraph 731 below).

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

730. At its 1799th meeting,S the Council unani­
mously adopted the draft resolution on the sphere of
activities and competence of ACC recommended by
the Co-ordination Committee in its report (El5069) 4.

In the resolution (1643 (LI)) the Council (1) invited
ACC to maintain under constant review measures to
be suggested to the Council in order to ensure the
fullest and most effective implementation of the agree­
ments entered into between the United Nations, the
specialized agencies and IAEA; (2) requested ACC
to give priority to the study of uniform and co­
ordinated methods which would enable the United
Nations system to achieve greater productivity, and
efficiency through economies of scale and related
advantages; (3) further requested ACC to present
annually to the Council and, as appropriate, to the
competent legislative bodies of the specialized agencies
and IAEA a concise report on the way in which the
system operated, bringing out the problems solved and
in addition highlighting those WhiCh were unresolved,
for action at the intergovernmental level, and making
suggestions and proposals designed to facilitate the
implementation by the organizations concerned of de­
cisions taken by the Council in the field of co-ordina­
tion in order to ensure that actions taken should be
mutually supporting and complementary; (4) called
upon ACC to present annually to the Council a list
of possible topics for in-depth consideration, with a
system-wide coverage; and, once the list had been
approved in principle by the Council, to present to the
Council and, as appropriate, the competent legislative
bodies of the specialized agencies and IAEA separate
reports on each topic containing a concise and factual
picture of the way in which the system as a whole
opere.ted, pointing out in particular any shortfalls or
duplication and also the practical difficulties arising
from the implementation of policies and programmes
of work related to the topic in question; (5) invited

[ .tu



C. Reports of the Administrative Committee
on Co-ordination

736. Many representatives expressed their appre­
ciation of the report, and congratulated ACC on the
initiative it had taken at a time when the green revolu­
tion was gaining momentum and could make an impor­
tant contribution to the achievement of the goals of the
Second Development Decade. Reference was made in
particular to the remarkable results that the introduc­
tion of high-yield varieties of grain had produced in
South and Sout:!:l East Asia, and emphasis was placed
on the need to devise programmes 810ng similar lines
for countries in ..L\frica. The encouraging results so far
achieved should not, however, divert attention from
the considerable problems involved in the application
of those techniques and from their side-effects. A great
deal of research was needed in both the social and the
technical fields, as well as effective interagency co-

732. Under item 15 (c) the Council had before it ordination at the headquarters, regional and country
the thirty-seventh report of ACC (E/5012 (Part I)), levels. The need for agrarian reforms and other social
a special report prepared by ACC on the implications measures was stressed. It was also suggested that more
of the green revolution (E/5012 (Part 11)), and a emphasis should be placed on price and related policies
report of ACC on recent development in the use of having a bearing on the positive or negative effects
computers and common information needs in the of the green revolution on employment and income
United Nations system (E/5013), Corr.l and 2, and distribution. Finally, reference was made to the uncler-
Add.1). The Council also received the annual report lying need to provide the developing countries, through
of ACC on expenditures of the United Nations system soft loans and other aid programmes, with the neces-
in relation to programmes (El5014) . sary supplies of production inputs.

733. Parts of the ACC report relating to other 737. At the 431st meeting, the representative of
items on the Council's agenda were brought to the Indonesia, also on behalf of the United States of
Council's attention in connexion with the items con- America, introduced a draft resolution (ElAC.241
cerned. 'L.406) on the green revolution. The representative of

Norway ir~roduced a series of amendments (ElAC.241
734. In the course of the Committee's discussion of L.410) which, as amended by the representative of

the subitem, specific comments were made on the Brazil, were accepted by the sponsors.
passages of the thirty-seventh report dealing with the 738. The Committee adopted the resolution as so
human environment, population matters, the Centre for revised without a vote (for the text, see paragraph 746
Economic and Social Information, the work of the b )
Consultative Committee on Public Information, the elow .
United Nations Staff College and the priority attached 739. Introducing the report on recent developments
by ACC to economic and social development as com- in the use of computers and common information needs
pared with new fields of international action. Repre- in the United Nations system (E/5013), the Chair-
sentatives of the Office for Inter-Agency Affairs pro- man of the Inter-Organization Board for information
vided additional information and clarifications regarding systems and relaterd activities (lOB) gave a detailed
a number of passages in the report, and replied to review of the establishment of lOB and the Intema-
questions raised during the discussions. tional Computing Centre (lCC). The Director of the

lOB secretariat " r'lS expected to take up his duties
735. Introducing the special report of ACC on the on 1 October 1971. In the meantime, lOB had started

implications of the green revolution (E/5012 (Part preparatory work in a number of important areas:
11) ), the Assistant Secretary-General for Inter-Agency documentation storage and retrieval; network analysis
Affairs noted that the report was a manifestation of for project managemeut; systems for financial and per-
the concern of ACe to assist the Council by devel- sonnel management, possibly beginning with an exami-
oping procedures, to meet the need for interagency nation of systems relating to recruitment, and the treat-
planning with regard to development problems calling ment of economic and social statistics.
for concerted action. In a further statement on the
report, the Assistant Secretary-General of FAO de- 740. A number of representatives welcomed the
scrib~d the work of the ad hoc panel of ACe members establishment of lOB and ICC, and one representative
which had been established to consider the whole range expressed the hope that, in time, lOB would be able
of questions mlating to the application of varieties of to make its experience available to developing coun-
high-yield gra.ins and on whose findings the report was tries. ..~other representative said he considered that
based. Reviewing his agency's immediate plans in that the work of lOB duplicated that of ICC and was con-
field, he pointed out that while it was for each Gov- cemed that there should be increasingly close co-
ernment to decide on the measures to be taken to operation between the two bodies. The Chairman of
modernize its agriculture and on the priority that those lOB noted that close collaboration between lOB and
measures should be given within development plans, it ICC was ah'eady assured because two official observers
had been felt that Governments could, in making those of the Board would participate in all the meetings of
decisions, benefit from a thorough analysis of both the the ICC ~lianagement Committee.
potentialities of the green revolution and its economic 741. In an introductory statement, the Assistant
and social implications. He hoped that the Council Secretary of the Consultative Committee on Adminis-
would formulate directives that would enable all the trative Questions (CCAQ) drew attention to the new
organizations concerned to adjust their activities more classification used in the annual report of ACe on
effectively to the needs and wishe:::· of Member States. expenditures of the United Nations system in relation
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porated in the explanatory texts, due regard also being
paid to the fact that the inclusion of the current year's
authorizations would be most useful in ascertaining the
future direction programmes might take and would be
of assistance to the various inter-governmental bodies
in their decision-making (e) the report should be cir­
culated early in the year to the intergovernmental
organs conc\"rned and, as far as practicable, incor:'
porated in the agendas and documentations for con­
sideration by each organization or commission, and
the results o.f such consideration, in turn, should be
examined by CPC in its review of the topic.

illBiJ ·!lil.Ujjj!lllllii!i"'~,IMD! ••_._IIIrJ ---------

"

i



ill j ,U till 1

to programmes (E/5014) and its possible use for
other co-ordination purposes. In particular, it could be
used by lOB and by UNDP for both classification and
reporting purposes. One feature of the new classifica­
tion was the break-down of activities by programme
sectors and subsectors~ which had the effect of enabling
each organization to determine quite clearly where to
allocate its various items of expenditure and of high­
lighting certain key areas of co-ordination. An attempt
had also been made to reconcile the total expenditures
shown in the ACe reports with the total expenditures
in the budgets of the organization by reserving the
heading "Other budgetary provisions" for expenditures
outside the economic, social and human rights fields.

742. Commenting on the report, some delegations
expressed the view that the new classification of ex­
penditures would greatly increase the usefulness of the
report for the Council and its subsidiary bodies dealing
with co-ordination matters. One delegation, however,
pointed out that the headings of the classification were
still se general as to make it difficult to understand in
practice what purposes funds were being used for.

743. At the 431st meeting, the representative of
the United States of America introduced a draft reso­
lution (ElAC.24/LA07) on the report of ACC on the
expenditures of the United Nations system in relation
to programmes. The representative of the USSR pro­
posed that consideration of the draft should be post­
poned until the views of ACABQ were available. The
propm:~.: was rejected by 9 votes to 3, with 10 absten­
tions. The draft resolution was adopted by 14 votes
to none, with 9 abstentions (for the text, see paragraph
747 below).

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

744. At its 1799th meeting,3 the Council adopted
the draft resolution on the green revolution recom­
mended by the Co-ordination Committee (El5069) 4

by 25 votes to none, with 2 abstentions.
745. At the same meeting, the Council adopted,

by 19 votes to none, with 7 abstentions, the draft reso­
lution on expenditures of the United Nations system
in relation to programmes recommended by the Co­
ordinatior Committee in its report (E/5069).4

746. In resolution 1645 (LI), the Council (1)
took note with appreciation Q-f the special report pre­
pared by ACC on the implications of the green revo­
httion (E/5012 (Part II» and the initiative of ACe
in thus bringing to the notice of the Council the
opportunities offered by the spread of the new tech­
nology for a truly co-ordinated effort throughout the
whole of the United Nations system; (2) endorsed the
broad lines for interagency. planning and concerted
action-oriented programming in that particular area of
economic and social development,. indicated in the
special report mentioned above; (3) recommended
the Governments of Member States, the regional eco­
nomic commissions, the specialized agencies and IAEA,
and the other international organizations concerned to
give close attention, in their short- and medium-term
plans, to the promotion of concerted and meaningful
action-oriented projects in respect of the green revolu­
tion; (4) recommended that attention also be given to
spreading the benefits of the green revolution to a
wider range of agricultural conditions and income
groups, through continued research to develop high­
yielding varieties of food crops not already covered
by existing programmes; (5) further recommended
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that close attention be given to the impact of the new
technology on socio-economic development, including
environmental aspects, taking into account, inter alia,
the findings of the study on the social implications of
the new agricultural technology currently being under­
taken by UNRISD; (6) welcomed the FAO initiative
in intensifying contacts with potential sources of both
international and bilateral aid, especially in respect
IOf research and food production resources, in order
to further the objectives of spreading the new tech­
nology; (7) urged UNDP and other financial institu­
tions to give careful consideration to the special report
of ACe and to take it into account in assisting Gov­
ernments in their country programming; and (g) de­
cided that a review and appraisal of progress in the
application of the new technology be made at the mid
term of the Second United Nations Developm~nt

Decade, within the framework of the arrangements
that might be established for that purpose and in co­
operation with ACC.

747. In resolution 1646 (LI) the Council (1) took
note of the new format of the annual report of ACC
on expenditures of the United Nations system in rela­
tion to programmes, which presented those expendi­
tures broken down by programme sectors and sub­
sectors; (2) welcomed the new format as providing
an over-an view of the activities of the system that
would be helpful to the Council in carrying out its
policy-making and co-ordinating roles; (3) requested
UNDP, the Inter-Organization Board and other organs
of the United Nations system concerned to utilize the
framework as far as possible in their information
system and reporting activities; and (4) requested ACe
to consider the possibility of including cross-references,
in the notes to table 4, to the corresponding parts of
the budget documents of those organizations whose
budgets were presented on a "programme" basis, so
that it would be possible to relate the figures to the
programmes they paid for.

D. Relations with intergovernmental
organizations

Relations "'''itk Non-United Nations intergovern,.
mental organizations in the economic and social
field

748. The Social Committee considered item 12 (a)
of the agenda of the fiftieth session (Relations with
Non~United Nations intergovernmental organizations
in the economic and social field) at its 655th meeting.7

It bad before it a report of the Secretary-General con­
taining recommendations relating to the participation
of certain intergovernmental organizations in the work
of the Council (E/4961, para. 13).

749. The Social Committee recommended that the
Council take note of the Secretary-General's report
and approve his recommendations.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

750. Eudorsing the recommendation made by the
Social Committee in its report (E/5023)/"the Council
at its 1769th meeting9 took' note of the Secretary­
General's report (E/4961) and approved without
objection the rec()m~endations contained in paragraph

7 ElAC~7ISR.655.
8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Comu:il,

Fiftieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 12.
9 E/SR.1769.
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13 of the report. In so doing the Council (1) decided
to extend a standing invitation to the Council of Europe,
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, the
European Economic Community and the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development to be
represented by observers at future sessions of the
Council; those organizations would be entitled to par­
ticipate, with the approval of the Council and without
the right to vote, in the Council's debates on questions
of concern to them; (2) decided to authorize the
Secretary-General to propose from time to time, as
approprIate, that certain other intergovernmental organ­
izations might be invited to be represented by observers
at individual sessions when the Council discussed ques­
tions of direct concern to them; those organizations
would also participate with the approval of the Council.
and whilout the right to vote in connexion with par­
ticular agenda items; (3) agreed that the Secretary­
General should arrange for invitations to all sessions
of the Council to be extended to the League of Arab
States, the Ofganization of Mrican Unity, the Organ­
ization of American States, the Organization of Pe­
troleum Exporting Countries, Regional Co-operation
for Development, and the World Intellectual Property
Organization, without informing the Council thereof;
(4) decided that functional commissions and standing
commitees should continue to invite to their meetings
intergovernmental organizations in fields of direct con­
cern to them, and keep the Council informed thereof.
Those organizations would be entitled to participate,
wi/.hout the right to vote, in debates on questions of
concern to them.

Co-operation and relations between the United
Nations and the W orid Tourism Organization

751. The Social Committee considered item 12
(b) of the agenda of the fiftieth session (Co-operation
and relations between the United Nations and the
World Tourism Organization) at its 656th, 658th and
659th meetings.10

752. The Committee had before it, under cover of
a note by the Secretary-General (E/4955), the statutes
of WTO adopted by the International Union of Official
Travel Organizations (IUOTO) at its Extraordinary
General Assembly convened in September 1970 at
Mexico City for the express purpose of revising its
statutes. The Committee also had before it chapter
IX of the report of CPC O~2 its eighth session (El
4989) 11 regarding discussions between the United
Nations and IUOTO with a view to drawing up a
draft agreement between the United Nations and WTO.
There was also a report on co-operation and relation­
ships between the United Nations and IUOTO (El
4861 and Corr.!) which had been prepared by the
Secretary-General in co-operation with the Adminis­
trator of UNDP and the Secretary-General of IUOTO
for the Council at its forty-ninth session, pursuant to
General Assembly resolution 2529 (XXIV). At that
session, the Council had decided (resolution 1540,
(XLIX), para. 3) to postpone consideration of the
report until its fiftieth session, having in mind the
imminent Extraordinary General Assembly of IUOTO.
A written statement on the subject (E/C.2/723) had
been received from the International Hotel Association,
a non-governmental organization in consultative status.

10 ElAC.7ISR.656~ 658, 659.
11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. 5.
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753. A number of representatives welcomed the
adoption by IUOTO of its revised statutes. A draft
proposal for decision by the Council put forward by
India,12 Indonesia, the Sudan and Yugoslavia (El
AC.7/L.585) was, it was explained, virtually identical
with the recommendations contained in paragraph 90
of the report of CPC (E/4989). Furthermore, it was
consistent with General Assembly resolution 2529
(XXIV) and the statutes of WTO, and was designed
to ensure that the required negotiations should go
forward without delay.

754. Several representatives expressed dissatisfac...
tion with the division of functions envisaged in the
Secretary-General's report (E/4861), whereby the
United Nations and the United Nations organizations
would continue to deal with the supply side of tourism
-with questions essentially pertaining to basic planning
investments, infrastructure and tourist plant facilities­
while the transformed organization would in effect
be dealing for the most part with the demand side
-with matters essentially pertaining to the tourism
market. They considered that that would not enable
WTO to play the decisive and central role referred to
in General Assembly resolution 2529 (XXIV) . In­
deed, they believed that most of the activities relating
to tourism development undertaken by organizations
of the United Nations system should be assigned to
WTO.

755. Others expressed the view that the demar­
cation of competence suggested in the report was gen­
erally correct and would avoid duplicati.on of effort.

756. During the dis~ussion in the Committee the
representative of Yugoslavia expressed hig country's
interest in acting as host to WTO.

757. The sponsors put forward a revised draft of
the proposal for decision (ElAC.7IL.585IRev.1).
Some members felt that it was premature to consider the
arrangements for future links between the United Na­
tions and WTO before WTO was formally established.
In this connexion, they stressed that no effective
negotiations could take place before the competent
intergovernmental bodies of WTO could issue the
necessary instructions for such negotiations. The re­
vised draft proposal was approved by the Committee
without objection.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

758. The Council considered the report of the Social
Committee (E/5023) 8 at its 1769th meeting.IS

759. The representative of the USSR, referring to
the co-sponsorship of the draft proposal by a non­
member of the Council, made the following statement:

"In accordance with rule 75 of the rules of
procedure of the Economic and Social Council, any
Member of the United Nations invited to participate
in the deliberations of the Economic and Social
Council on any matter which the Council considers
is of particular concern to that Member may submit
proposals which may be put to the vote by req\~est

of any member of the Council.
"The rules of procedure of the Economic and

Social Council do not contain any provisions con­
cerning the right of observers to join in sponsoring
draft resolutions of any kind."

12 In accordance with rule 76 of the rules of procedure.
13 E-SR.1769.
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760. The Council endorsed without objection the

reconunendation made by the Social Committee by
which it took note of chapter IX of the report of CPC
(E/4989) on its eighth session regarding discussions
between the United Nations and the International
Union of Official Travel Organizations (IUOTO) with
a view to drawing up a draft agreement between the
United Nations and the World Tourism Organization.
While expressing the hope that such consultations
should continue, the Council recommended (a) that
the following considerations be kept in mind during
those negotiations: (i) the World Tourism Organiza­
tion should have the decisive and central role in the
field of world tourism in co-operation with the existing
machinery within the United Nations; and (ll) the
fundamental aim of WTO should be the promotion
and development of tourism, and particull;lr attention
should be paid to the interests of the developing coun­
tries in that regard; (b) that the Council be provided
with periodic progress reports on those negotiations
at its summer sessions beginning with the fifty-first
session; and (c) that steps, as appropriate, should be
taken, w£th due regard to procedures of UNDP, to
enable the designation of WTO as a participating and

executing agency of the Programme in order to assist
WTO to carry out its functions related t,!) the develop­
ment of tourism; and (d) that the S~cretary-General
should, in consultation with concerned specialized
agencies and other interested organizations, submit pro­
posals to the Council, through CPC, at an early date,
on measures to improve the planning and co-ordination
of activities undertaken by the United Nations system
in the field of tourism.

761. At the fifty-first session the Council was in­
formed at its 1799th meeting14 that a representative of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations had met
with the Secretary-General of IUOTO at Geneva in
July 1971. It had been agreed that the parties would
hold further discussions during the course of the fol­
lowing twelve months with a view to working towards
the basis of an agreement between the two organiza­
tions which would take effect after WTO came into
being. The Secretary-General 'Would, accordingly,
present a further progress report to the Council at its
fifty-third session.

14: E/SR.1799.
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Chapter XXII

I• E/SR.1799.
5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Fifty-first Session, A.nnexes, agenda item 16.

items concerned (items 6 (a) and (d); items 8 (a)
and (c».

763. During the discussion, a number of representa­
tives emphasized the importance their Governments
attached to the work of JIU as a body capable of mak­
ing an outside assessment of the operations of the
organizations of the United Nations system. It was
stressed that the reports of JIU should be thoroughly
and expeditiously examined and should be given a
prominent place on the agenda of the governing bodies
of the system.

764. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Com­
mittee approved a draft decision (E/AC.24/L.414)
proposed by the United Kingdom for adoption by the
Council. Some representatives considered that the
reference to paragraph 68 of the report of CPC on its
ninth session concerning the report on ECLA (JWI
REP/70/3) (E/4935) should be omitted, since the
implied criticism was, in their view, unwaxranted.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

765. At its 1799th meeting,4 the Council, by 24
votes to 1, with 2 abstentions, accepted the Co-ordi­
nation Committee's r~commendation (E/5067)l!\ and
took note with appreciation of the reports of JIU listed
in paragraph 762 above and drew the attention of
all concerned to the comments of CPC at its eighth
and ninth sessions, in particular paragraph 37 of the
report of CPC on its eighth session (E/4989)2 and
paragraphs 68 and 69 of its report on its ninth session
(E/5038).3

REPORTS OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT*

... The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session of
the General Assembly includes tIEl related item: "lmplemen­
tntion of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee
of Experts to Examine the Finances of the United Nations
and the Specialized Agencies".

1 ElAC.24/SR.431, 432.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fif­

tieth Session, Supplement No. 5.
a Ibid., Filty-first Session, SupplemenT No. 9.

762. The Co-ordination Committee considered item
16 of the agenda of the Council's fifty-first session (Re­
ports of the Joint Inspection Unit) at its 4318t and
432nd meetings.l The COlDL'1ittee had before it: obser­
vations on the work of the United Nations Office for
Technical Co-operation in Madagascar (Sir Leonard
Scopes) (JIU/REP/70/6-1) and a note by the Ad­
ministrative Committee on Administrative and Budge­
tary Questions (E/4932); a report on the activities
of ECLA (S. Dic, C. S. Jha, A. F. Sokirkin) (JIU/
REP/70/3) and related comments (E/4935 and
Add.1, Add.1/Corr.1, and Add.2); a report on the
activities of the United Nations family of organizations
in some Central American countries (R. M. Macy)
(JIU/REP/70/5-1) and related comments (E/4941/
Add.1-3, E/4941/Rev.1 and Rev.1!Add.4-6); a re­
port on United Nations activities and operations in
Nepal (C. S. Jha) (JIU/REP/70/4) and related com­
ments (E/4951/Add.1-4) , and action taken by the
Executive Committee of WMO (E/4957). The Com­
mittee also had before it the comments of CPC at its
eighth and ninth sessions (E/4989,2 chap. V, and
E/5038,3 paras. 67-69). In addition, where the reports
of the Joint Inspection Unit related to other items be­
fore the Council, they were brought to the Council's
attention in connexion with its consideration of the
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Chapter XX'"
NONaGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

I

766. The Social Committee considered item 15 of
the agenda of its fiftieth session (Non-gove~nmental
organizations) at its 652nd and 653~d meetI!1gs.1 It
had before it the report of the CouncIl CommIttee on
Non-Governmental Organizations (E/4945) , which
contained recommendations on (a) th~ granting of
status to eleven organizations in category 11, the placing
of eight organizations on the Roster and .the. re­
classification to category 11 of nine other organIZatIOns;
(b) the request of a non-governmental organization
to place an item on the Council's agenda; and (c)
a special arrangement for co-o~eration. b~tween ~he
United Nations and the InternatIOnal Cnmmal Police
Organization (INTERPOL).

767. During. the discussion in the So(::ial Committee,
one representatIve referred to the spec:lal competence
of Don-governmental ~~gan}zations in provi~i~g D:eeded
assistance in the mobilizatIon of publIc opmIOn In the
developed and developing countries in support of the
objectives of the Second United Nations Development
Decade, and expressed the hope that ways .would be
found in the Council to make full use of the Invaluable
resources:, that non-governmental organizations had to
'offer in fulfilling the Charter objective of pr01D:0ting
economic and social progress and d~velo:?~ent, Inter­
natioJ!lalco-operation in' the economIC, SOCIal and cul­
turalfields; and universal respect for and observance
of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
, 768.· The representative of the USSR made the

following formal statement concerning certain non­
governmental organizations: .

"The Soviet delegation believed that the Council
should recommend that the Council Committee on

, Non-Governmental Organizations should, in ~ccor­

dance' with its. resolution 1296 (XLIV), deprIve ~f

consultative status those non-governmental orgam­
zations ~uch as the World Jewish Congress and the
Women's International Zionist Organization, which
had taken part in anti-Soviet meetings helq at
Brussels in February 1971, and that the Comm~ttee

should submit its conclusions and recommendatIOns
to the Council at its fifty-second session."
769. The Social Committee recommended to the

Council that it adopt the recommendations on the
categorization and reclassification of non-governmental
organizations contained in chapter III of the report of
the Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organ­
izations (E/4945). The decision was taken without
objection except in the following instances:

(a) Asian Development Center
The proposal. by. the. United States of A~,erica to

place this orgamzatIOn m category 11 was rejected by
8 votes to 8 with 9 abstentions. Its inclusion on the
Roster was ~pproved by 18 votes to none, with 4
abstentions;

1 ElAC.7/SR.652, 653.

(b) European League for Economic Co-operation
. The proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics that this organization be placed on the Roster
was rejected by 7 votes to 2, with 16 abstentions. Its
inclusion in category 11 was approved by 18 votes to 2,
with 3 abstentions;

(c) International Association for Water Law
The inclusion of this organization in category 11

was approved by 21 votes to none, with 4 abstentions;

(d) International Working Group for the Construction
of Sports Premises (IAKS)

The proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics to place this organi~ation in cate~ory 1.1 ~as
rejected by 2 votes to 2, WIth 22 abstenti~ns; ItS ID­
elusion on the Roster was approved unammously;

(e) International Council of Social Democratic
, Women

The proposal of the 'Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics to place this organization on the R~ster. was
rejected by 7 votes to ~, with 14 a~ste~tlOns; the
Committee's recommendation to reclassify It to cate­
gory 11 was adopted by 20 votes to none, with 3
abstentions.

770. The Social Committee endorsp,d, without objec­
tion, the recommendation contained in the report of
.the Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organ­
izations (E/4945, para. 21) that an item entitled
"Teaching of the purposes and principles, the strytc!':lre
,and,activities of the United NatlOns and the specIahz~d

agencies, in sc4001s, and. other educational insti!Utions
of Member States",' whIch the World Federation of
United Nations Associations (WFUNA) had requested
the Council to place on the agenda of its fiftieth or
fifty-first session, might more appropriately be consi­
dered by UNESCO.

771. The Social Committee recommended that the
Council take note of chapter V of the report of .the
Council Committee on Non-Governmental Orgamza­
tions (E/4945). That chapter consisted of: (a) su&­
gestions put forward by the Secretary of the CouncIl
with regard to the preparations to be undertaken by
the Secretariat for the review of non-governmental
organizations in consultative status in pursu~nce of
the provisions of paragraph 40 (b) of CouncIl reso­
lution 1296 (XLIV), and (b) suggestions by mem­
bers of the Council Committee on Non-Governmental
Organizations concerning improvements to be made in
its future work procedure.

772. The Social Committee further decided, with­
out objection, to recommend that the Council adopt
the draft resolution on the arrangement for co-opera­
tion between the United Nations and the International
Police Organization (INTERPOL) (for the text see
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CATEGORY 11

ROSTER

Asian Development Centre
International Federation of Operational Research Societies
International Organization of Experts (ORDINEX)
International Union of Police Federations
International Union of Social Democratic Teachers
International Working Group for the Construction of Sports

Premises (lAKS)
Young Lawyers' International Association (AlJA)

(d) to reclassify the following non-governmental orga­
nizations from the Roster to category II:

Boy Scouts World Bureau
International Chamber of Shipping
International Council of Scientific Unions
International Council of Social Democratic Women
International Hotel Association
International Prisoners Aid Association
International Savings Banks Institute
International Touring Alliance
World University Service

Arab Lawyers Union
European League for Economic Co-operation
International Association of Lawyers
International Association for Water Law
International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa
Pan American Federation of Engineering Societies (UPADI)
Societe internationale de prophylaxie criminelle
World Federation for the Protection of Animals

ROSTER

International Association of Gerontology
International Real Estate Federation

(c) to place in category 11 or on the Roster the follow­
ing non-governmental organizations which had newly
applied for consultative status:

780. At its 1769th meeting, the Council took the
view that an item entitled "Teaching of the purposes
and principles, the structure and activities of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies, in schools and
other educational institutions of Member States", re­
quested by the World Federation of United Nations
Associations to be placed by the Council on the agenda
of its fiftieth or fifty-first session, might more appro­
priately be considered by the United Nations Edu~a-

tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization.
781. At the same meeting, the Council approved the

report of its Committee on Non-Governmental Organi­
zations (E/4945).

782. In resolution 1579 (L), the Council approved
the arrangement for co-operation between the United
Nations and the International Criminal Police Organi­
zation (INTERPOL) set out in the annex to the reso­
lution. The arrangement provided for the exchange of
information and documentation; for consultations and
technical co-operation on matters of common interest
to the United Nations Secretariat and INTERPOL; for
representatives of the United Nations Secretariat to
attend meetings of INTERPOL and for those of
INTERPOL to attend meetings of the Council and its
subsidiary bodies in an observer capacity on matters
of common interest; and for the submission of written
statements by the United Nations Secretariat to meet-

'103

2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Fiftieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 15.

3 E/SR.1769.

CATEGORY 11

Union of International Associations
St. Joan's International Alliance

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL

776. The Council considered the report of the Social
Committee (El5021)2 at its 1769th meeting.3 Being
aware that the positions of delegations on individual
non-governmental organizations had been expressed
through separate votes in the Social Committee, the
Council adopted all the recommendations regarding the
categorization of certain non-governmental organiza­
tions without objection.

777. The draft resolution on the arrangement for
co-operation between the United Nations and the Inter­
national Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)
was adopted by 24 votes to none, with 2 abstentions
(see paragraph 782 below). The draft resolution on
the contribution of the non-governmental organizations
towards implementation of the International Develop­
ment Strategy was adopted unanimously (see para­
graph 783 below).

778. It also received a note (E/5026) informing
it of the Secretary-General's intention to place the
World Lutheran Federation on the Roster.

779. At its 1769th meeting, the Council decided
(a) to place in category II the World Council for the
Welfare of the Blind, previously in category Band
which claimed to have had a valid or technical reason
for not having replied to the questionnaire of the Council
Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations during
the review; (b) to place in category II or on the Roster
the following non-governmental organizations which had
been put on the Roster by the Secretary-General as an
interim measure:

paragraph 782 below) contained in the report of the
Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organiza­
tions (E/4945, annex Ill).

773. The representative of the Sudan, on behalf
also of Brazil, Ghana and Pakistan introduced a draft
resolution (ElAC.7IL.580IRev.l ) on the contribu­
tion of the non-governmental organizations towards
implementation of the International Development
Strategy.

774. The representative of the United Kingdom
orally proposed an amendment to the draft resolution.
As subsequently revised, that amendment would have
replaced operative paragraph 1 by the following text:

"Emphasizes the need to endeavour to develop
more meaningful and productive relationships be­
tween the Economic and Social Council and non­
gOVf;rnmental organizations in consultative status
active primarily in. the field of economic and social
development, to enable them to contribute more
effectively towards the implementation of the Inter­
national Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade;".

The amendment proposed by the United Kingdom was
rejected by 13 votes to 4, with 9 abstentions.

775. The draft resolution, as orally revised by the
sponsors, was adopted unanimously by the Social Com­
mittee (for the text, see paragraph 783 below).
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ings of INTERPOL and by INTERPOL to the Coun­
cil, its subsidiary organs and conferences convened by
it, on matters of common interest that were relevant to
the work of those bodies. The arrangement further
provided that the United Nations might propose items
for the provisional agenda of INTERPOL bodies and
that INTERPOL might propose items for the provi­
sional agenda of the Council and its subsidiary bodies.

783. In resolution 1580 (L), the Council (1) em­
phasized the need for non-governmental organizations
in consultative status active primarily in the field of eco­
nomic and social development to endeavour to develop
more meaningful and productive relationships with the
Council, to enable them to contribute effectively towards

]81 .:: t j AS bEll IIllt 11 at It P' III HI'. all ., JU'IJP'........,ZiiJ••Fiilill Lil IIU J. d j I $ :....UUI iifiilIIjiJiji]lliUI !!iilJTl
the implementation of the International Development 1

1

Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 1

Decade; (2) requested its Committee on Non-Govern- I!
mental organizations to examine, bearing in mind the
goals and objectives of the International Development.
Strategy, the contributions to development already made
or being planned by non-governmental organizations
in consultative status active primarily in the field of
economic and social development; and (3) further
requested its Committee on Non-Governmental Orga­
nizations, subsequent to the examination provided for
in paragraph 2, to submit to the Council at its fifty­
fourth session recommendations on improving their con­
tribution towards the implementation of the Interna­
tional Development Strategy.
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Chapter XXIV

ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER QUEs;nONS

C. Financial impli~tion8of action8
of the Councll

788. In accordance with rule 34 of the rules of
procedure, the Council received separate statements of
the financial implications of draft resolutions or deci­
sions involving expenditure h ..Jore the adoption of the
draft resolutions and decisioll"iti. ,,;,.)ncerned. It also re­
ceived a summary staterrJ.ent of the financial implica­
tions of actions taken at the fifty-ftrr:rt session (El5070) .
It was informed that the Secretary-General would
review the financial implications of its decisions and
would make appropriate provision in the supplementary
estimates for 1971 and the revised estimates for 1972
to be submitted to the General Assembly at its twenty­
sixth session.

ACTION BY THE COUNCIl,

787. At its 1799tb. meeting,2 the Council approved
the recommendation made by the Co-ordination Com­
mittee in its report (E,/5063)6 and also decided to
consider at its resumed fifty-first session the proposal
of the United States of America that a special session
of the Commission OD, Narcotic Drugs be convened in
October 1972.

6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty­
first Session, Annexes, agenda item 19.

on Natural Resources at Nairobi from 31 January to
11 February 1972, and that the Council should ap"
prove the draft calendar of conferences fori 1972, on
the understanding that, in administering the programme
of meetings, the Secretary-General would take into
account the observations made by delegations in the
course of the Council's discussion of th.e draft calen­
dar.

*The provisional agenda for the twenty-sixth session of the
General Assembly includes the item "Pattern of conferences".

1 E/SR.1737, 1770-1772.
2 E/SR.1799.
8 E/SR.1737.
4 For the names of the members confirmed, see Official

Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fiftieth Session,
Supplement No. 1, "Other decisions"; and ibid., Fifty-first
Session, Supplement No. 1, "Other decisions".

IS ElAC.24/SR.433.

A. Election8

784. At the 1737th and 1770th to 1772nd meet­
ingsl of its fiftieth session and the 1799th meeting2 of
its fifty-first session, the Council held elections to :fill
vacancies in its functional commissions and in some of
its standing committees and other related bodies. It
postponed until its resumed fifty-first session the elec­
tion of one member of the Statistical Commission from
the Latin American group of States. At the 737th
meetingS of its fiftieth session, it confirmed the appoint­
ment of members of certain of the functional commis­
sions nominated by their Governments.4

B. Calendar of conference8*

785. The Co-ordination Committee considered
item 19 of the agenda for the fifty-first session (Calen­
dar of conferences) at its 433rd meeting.5 It had before
it a draft calendar for 1972 and a tentative programme
for 1973 prepared by the Secretary-General (El
L.1441). It also had before it a letter dated 21 July
1971 from the Permanent Representative of Kenya
addressed to the Secretary-General (E/L.1452).

786. The Committee agreed to recommend that the
Council should accept the invitation of the Government
of Kenya to hold the second session of the Committee
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ANNEXES

Ann. I

AGENDA OF THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETINGS OF THE FIFTIETH SESSION, THE
FIFfmm SESSION, AND THE FIFrY.FIRST SESSION OF THE COUNCIL

13.
14.

10.
11.

,
'11

I

i,

J

AGENDA OF THE FIFTY-FIRST SESSION

1. Adoption of the agenda
2. General discussion of international economic and social

policy
3. Second United Nations Development Decade: review and

appraisal of the objectives and policies of the Interna­
tional Development Strategy:
(a) System of over-all appraisal of progress in imple­

menting the International Development Strategy for
the Second United Nations Development Decade

(b) Identification of the least developed among the devel­
oping countries

4. Development planning and projections:
(a) Problems of planning
(b) Develop~nent planning advisory services

5. Fiscal and financial matters:
(a) Promotion of private foreign investment in develop­

ing countries
(b) Export credits as a means of promoting exports from

developing countries
(c) Tax reform planning
(d) Budget policy and management

6. Regional co-operation:
(a) Reports of the regional economic commissions and

of the United Nations Economic and Social Office
in Beirut

(b) Report on the meetings of the Executive Secretaries
(c) United Nations export promotion efforts
(d) Study of regional structures

7. Industrial development:
(a) Report of the Industrial Development Board
(b) Report of the Special International Conference of

UNIDO
(c) Role of the United Nations in training national tech­

nical personnel for the accelerated industrialization of
developing countries

(d) Science and technology in relation to industrial devel­
opment

8. Operational activities for development:
(a) United Nations Development Programme
(b) United Nations Capital Development Fund

15. Non-governmental organizations
16. Measures to improve the organization of the work of

the Council
17. Elections
18. Consideration of the provisional agenda and list of

documents for the fifty-first session
19. Accession of the Republic of Korea to the Convention on

Road Traffic of 19 September 1949
20. Emergency assistance to Palestine refugeesa

a At its 1744th meeting, on 30 April 1971, the Council
decided to include this additional item in its a!:enda.

AGENDA OF TEE ORGANIZAT.KiNAL MEETINGS
OF THE FIFTmlll SESSION

1. Election of the President and Vice-Presidents for 1971
2. Adoption of the agenda
3. Elections
4. Confirmation of members of functional commissions of

the Council
5. Measures to improve th~ organization of the work of the

Council
6. Actions arising out of decisions of the General Assembly

at its twenty-fifth session
7. Basic programme of work of the Council in 1971 and

consideration of the provisional agenda for the fiftieth
session

AGENDA OF THE FIFTIEm SESSION HELD FROM
26 ApRIL TO 21 MAY 1971

1. Adoption of the agenda
2. Social development
3. Outflow of trained personnel from developing to developed

countries
4. Capital punishment
5. Human rights:

(a) Report of the Commission on Human Rights
(b) Allegations regarding infringements of trade union

rights
6. Narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances:

(a) United Nations Conference for the Adoption of a
Protocol on Psychotropic Substances

(b) Report of the International Narcotics Control Board
(c) Proposal to convene a plenipotentiary conference to

amend the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961
7. Report of the Statistical Commission
8. Natural resources:

(a) Report of the Committee on Natural Resources
(b) International co-operation in cartography

9. Transport development:
(a) Establishment of a United Nations transport centre
(b) Preparation for the United Nations/IMCO Confer-

ence on International Container Traffic

Public administration and development
Science and technology:
(a) Future institutional arrangements for science and
technology
(b) Application of computer technology to development

12. Relations with intergovernmental organizations:
(a) Relations with non-United Nations intergovernmental

organizations in the economic and social field
(b) Co-operation and relations between the United Nations

and the World Tourism Organization

Development of information media
Report of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordina- "
tion
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(c) Technical co-operatio):! activities ul!dertake.1l by the
Secretary-General

(d) United Nations Volunteers program.m~

(e) Report of the Executive Board of the United Nations
Children's Fund

(f) Report of the United Nations/FAO Intergovern­
mental Comm.ittee of the World Food Programme

9. Report of the United Nations High Corr.missioner for
Refugtles

10. Science and technology:
(a) Report of the Advisory Committee on the Applica­

tion of Science and Technology to Development
(b) Future institutional arrangements for science and

ter.:hnology
(c) World Plan of Action
(d) The lole of modern science and technology in the

develo1pment of nations and the need to strengthen
economic and techmco-scientific co-operation among
States

(e) Edible protein
11. United Nations Conference OIll the Human Environment
12. The Gea:

(a) Marine science

(b) Prevention and control of marine pollution
(c) Mineral resources

13. Implementation (If the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the
specialized agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations

14. Assistance in cases of natural disaster

15. Development and co-ordhlation of the activities of the
organizations within the United Nations system:
(a) Reports of the specialized agencies and the Inter­

national Atomic Energy Agency
(b) Reports of the Committee for Programme and Co­

ordination and of the Joint Meetings of the Com­
mittee for Programme and Co-ordinaticn and the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination

(c) Reports of the Adminh.trative Committee on Co­
ordination

16. Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit

17. Measures to improve the organization of work of the
Council

18. Elections

19. Calendar of conferences

.~ ..
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Annex n

CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS FOR 1972*

Dates

5-7 January

12-28 January

17-21 January

January
1 day

January

31 January-
11 February

7-11 February

14 February-
3 March

14 February-
3 March

22-25 February

28 February­
3 March

28 February­
30 March

February
10 days

February
1 week

6-17 March

6-24 March

6 March­
7 April

Place

New York

New York

New York

New York

Geneva

Nairobi

Geneva

Geneva

Geneva

New York

New York

Montreal

To be
determined

New York

New York

Geneva

New York

Economic alld Social Council
programn I"

Economic and Social Coun­
cil (fifty-second session,
organizational meetings)

Council Commit~ee on Non­
Governmental Organiza­
tions

Committee on Natural Re­
sources

Statistical Commission­
Working Group on Sta­
tistical Programmes and
Co-ordination

Commission on the Status
of Women

Ad Hoc Committee on Pe­
riodic Reports on Human
Rights

Commission on Human
Rights-
Working Group on Model
Rules of Procedure for
United Nations Bodies
dealing with Human
Rights

Economic Commission for
Africa-
Technical Committee of
Experts

Ad Hoc Working Group of
the Commission on Hu­
man Rights

Plenipotentiary Conference
to Amend the Single Con­
vention on Narcotic Drug~,

1961

Commission on Human
Rights

Meetings of rel'ated bodies

UNDP-Governing
CO'C!1cil (thirteenth
session)

WFP-Fifth Pledging
Conference

Preparatory Committee
of the Conference on
the Human Environ­
ment (tenth session)

Conferences and meetings
of governing bodies of

specialised agendas
andIAEA

WHO-Executive Board
(forty-ninth session)

ILO-Governing Body
(185th session)

ICAO-Council (75th
session)

)
l

!

*See also chapter XXIV, section B. Tentative dates have been included in the calendar for the meetings of the Committee
on Science and Technology and the Committee on Review and Appraisal established by Council resolution 1621 (LI) and for
the Advisory Committee on the Application of Science and Technology to Development, which was continued by the same
resolution.
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Dates Place

March Bangkok
2 weeks

March Geneva
1 week

3-14 April New York

UPU-Executive Council

WHO-
25th World Health
Assembly

WHO-Executive Board
(50th session)

ICAO-Council
(76th session)

Conf6rences afzd meetings
of governing bodies of

specialised agencies
andIAEA

IMCO-Council
(28th session)

WMO-Executive Com­
mittee (24th session)

ITU-
Administrative Council

ILO-Governing Body
(186th session)

UNCTAD­
Pre-conference meeting

UNCTAD-Third Con­
ference

UNCTAD-Trade and
Development Board
(twelfth session)

International Narcotics
Control Board

UNICEF-Executive
Board-Committee on
Administrative Budget
Programme Committee

Meetings of related bodies

UNIDO-Industrial De­
velopmlmt Board (sixth
session)

Un.ited Nations Confer­
ence on the Human
Environmeat

International Narcotics
Control Board

Economic Commission for
Asia and the Far East

Advisory Committee on the
Application \)f Science
and Technology to De­
velopment

Committee for Development
Planning (eighth session)

Economic Commission for
Europe

Committee for Programme
and C,-ordination (elev­
enth ses~'lion)

Committee on Crime Pre­
vention l'lnd Control

Economic and Social C"uncil
programme

Conference on the Stand­
ardization of Geographi­
cal Names

Economic and Social Coun­
cil (fifty-second session)

Economic Commission for
Africa-Executive
Committee

Committee for Programme
and Co-ordination (twelfth
session)

Geneva

Geneva

Geneva

Geneva

New York

ILO Headquarters
Geneva

Santiago

London

Santiago

Geneva

Geneva

New York

New York

New York

Santiago

Montreal

Vienna

Geneva

Addis Ababa

London

Berne

New York

Stockholm

May

1-12 May

8-19 May

9-26 ~jlar

19 April­
5 May

5-16 June

10-21 April

13 April­
10 May

17-28 April

May
1 week

May-June
1 week

May-June
2 weeks

May-June
1 week

10-31 May

11-12 April

H-12 May

15 May-
2 June

15 May-
1 June

27 May-
16 June

29 May-
3 June

Second half
of May

5-30 June

5-23 June

1t !
~, ~

'"'

J( ~

'"1'. j

-
~

.~

q\
~

7-29 June Geneva International Labour
Conference (57th ses­
sion)
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Dates

26-28 June

29-30 June

30 June-
1 July

~ June
~

3 weekB,

June
2 weeks

June-July

3-28 July

14 August-
1 September

22 August-
15 September

August
1 week

19 September-
December

19-26 September

25-29 September

25-29 September

September

September

September/
October

October
1 day

October
10 days

Place

Geneva (Jr
New York

Geneva

Geneva

Geneva

New York

Paris

Geneva

New York

Geneva

Addis Ababa

New York

Paris

Washington

Washington

Washington

Washington

Paris

New York

Geneva

Economic and Social Council
programme

Committee on Review and
Appraisal

Joint Meetings of CPC and
ACC

Committee on Science and
Technology

Economic and Social Coun­
cil (fifty-third session)

Sub-Commission on Preven­
tion of Discri:-nination and
Protection of Minorities

Economic Commission for
Mrica-
Technical Committee of
Experts

Mee#,Jgs of relCllted bodies

UNDP-Governing
Council (fourteenth
session)

UNCTAD-Trade and
Development Board
(thirteenth session)

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(twenty-seventh ses,·
sion)

United Nation&. Pledging
Conference on the
United Nations De­
velopment Programme
and the United Nations
Capital Development
Fund

United Nations High
Commissioner for Ref­
ugees-Executive Com­
mittee

Confere",~es find mee#tI-,gs
of governilll1 bodies of

specialized agellcies
and IAEA

ILO-Governing Body
187th sessio.n)

UNESCO-Executive
Board (89th session)

InternatiQnal Atomic En­
ergy Agelllcy-General
Confere.m~(;

International Bank for
Reconstn'ctiop, cnd De­
velopmemt-Board of
Governors

Interna,tional Monetary
FUD1-Boal"~J of Gov­
ernors

International Develop-
ment AssodatilJn­
Board of Governors

International Finance
Corporation-Board of
Governors

UNESCO-Executive
Board (90th session)

.
"

.~

~
.~

1J.'
,'\

~r
.'

'" f.t

,i. ~

~

.J," 1
Paris

Geneva

UNESCO-General Con­
ference (17th session)

International Narcotics
Control Board

110

Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and.
Technology to Develop­
ment

October/
November

October/
November
3 weeks

October/ Geneva
November



Conferences and meetinps
of governing bodies of

specialiged agencies
and IAEA

ICAO-Council
(77th session)

UNESCO-Executive
Board (91st session)

IMCO-Council
(29th session)

ILO-Goveming body
(188th session)

FAO-Council
(59th session)

Meetings of related bodie.s'

UNIDO-Pledging Con­
ference

UNCTAD-Committee
on Commodities (sev­
enth session)

Economic and Social Council
programme

Economic and Social Coun­
cil (resumed fifty-third
session)

Economic Commission for
Africa-
Executive Committee

Statistical Commission

United Nations/IMCO Con­
ference on Container
Transport

,~' f.t

.. ~

t!!
•

..1,' 1

Dates Place

October/ Geneva
November
2 weeks

October/ New York
November
1 week. October/ Addis Ababaf, }• November

"' 1 week
~

...,
": November London
'\ 1 week

l' 1-17 November Geneva
..

October/ Rome
November
2~ weeks

November Paris
3 days

13 November- Geneva
15 December

November New York
1 day

13 November- Montreal
15 December

November/ Geneva
December
2 weeks
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