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INTRODUCTION

- 1. Canade has olways reacted sympothetically within her means to refugee

 problems —= probobly becouse so many Lonadians are irmigrants thenselves or the

‘children or grandchildren of irmigrants. Being & major immigration country,
Canadn has been able to offer refugees one of the most acceptable solutions to
their'predicaraellt: ‘o new hone. Unfortunately, stotisties of refugees accepted

by Cé.nada hove not alwoys been kept separate from those of other imigrants

" except for certain ideéntifiable refugee novements (for exarple, IR0 novement,

Hungarion refugees, etc.). Those novenents for which statistics are avnilable

included 238,534 refugees from 1945 to the end of 1960.  Many of these were

handicepped persons or required medical or welfare nssistance. Conada

| ncknowledges the notable contribution which these refugees have made to Caneadian

social, cultural and econoiic life.

WORLD REFUGEE YELR

2. During World Refugee Yeor the Cecnadian Government reviewed its refugee
p"olicies and node o number of significant changes, The present refugee policy
consists of three separate components:
o (o) 4s in the post, to ncecept within the ordinory immigration prograrmes
as nony refugees o can qualify as irmigronts in the normal way.
Also to contridute Canada’s foir sha.re finanecially to international
pfograr.mes of refugee aid. During World Refugee Yeor ond
subsequently, the selection of refugees os ordinary irmigronts
wos facilitated by a relaxation of the usucl immigront selection
sfa.ndard. In 1960 and 1961 cccupationnl and spge criterin were
- not opplied to refugees - they were admitted if they were personolly
suitable, of good health and charooter and likely to be aoble to
establish themselves in Canade without undue difficulty. Under
this policy, severnl thouscnd refugees are ndnitted to Conoda

each year.
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4 second phase of current policy, one which has heen in offect in

o somewhat different form for several yeors, has been to facili-
tote the admission of refugees from Europe, including those who

are ill or disabled provided nrivate individuals or agencies in
Canode are willing to sponsor then and aceept responsibility for
ther,  From the beginning of World Refugee Yenr to the end of June,
1961, in addition to the refugees sponsored by close relatives in
Conada, o totel of 446 applications were made by privote individunls,
orgonizations, church groups, ete,, for refugee families including

o total of 898 persons., 3598 of these cpplications for a totel ‘of.
T17 persons hod been completed and the refupgees had orrived in Cannlc,
The renainder were in process ot the end of June, 1961. liost of
these refugees come fron Austris, Italy, Germany, Fronce, Belgiuu,
Switzerland ond Greece. It is intended to continue this prograrmae
indefinitely. Hormally dossiers of refugee cases elipible for
sponsorship are provided by Caﬁadian Tdgration offices in Europe
who have found it impossible to accept the refugee under the un-
gponsored programe, This neans that no refugee is rejected by o
Conadion missicn in BEurope until all possibilities are exhausted,
The Conadian Government assists sponsors of refugeés by providing
interest~free transportation loans from Burcpe to destinstion in
Conada where required. |

The third component of present policy consists of the special
reasures for World Refugee Year, In 1959, for exarple, Canada made
o cosh grant of $290,000 to the United Notions High Cormissioner forx
Refu;ees and $60,000 to the In'be\r-Governmen‘bdl Cormittee for Burcseon
Migrotion to ossist in the tronsportotion of Buropean refugees fron
the Far Eaost. In. 1960, this country nade to UNRW4, in addition to

its usual groant of $500,000 in cosh and o nillion ond o half dollors

in the form of wheot flour, o special grant of a further million

dollors in wheat flour, that is o total of three million dollars

i v " L
o oid the Polestinian refugees. However, perhops the most w‘lgoly

, . . - 14 e .
publicized and dramatic necsure adopted by the Canadic: Governnent

nrogranne
during World Refugee Year wos the tubercular refugee DTOgr y

whieh is deseribed in detoil below.
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‘3. is a result of World Refugee Year {although after it formully‘ended) the
Prime Minister of Cannda announced on July 12, 1960, that the Canadian Government
had adopted the following policy with respect to the admission of orphaned
refugee childrens

"In individunl eases prospective adoptive parents in Canade nay

opply for the odmission of an individual‘orphaned refugee child

to be brought to Canada for purposes of legal adoption subjeet

to two provisos, namely:

(a) In such cases the pfovincial child welfare authorities
concerned shall have approved the application and confirmed
that suitable Canadian children are not available, and

(b) shall have undertaken to give continuing supervision to
the proposed adoption during the probotionsry period required
by provincial laws.

When these provisos have been complied with, arrangements will be
rnoade by the federal authorities which will pernit the admission of

_ such a child to Conada." y

“4,- Since this policy was announced, & substontial number of inquiries heve t
ﬁbeen received by the federal and prowvineial govermnents, however, it is too soon

- a8 yet to corment in more detail on this programme.

MOVEMENT QF REFUGEES WITH TUBERCULOSIS

5. It has been the policy of the Conadian Govermment for & number of years
; thu$ refugees with tuberculosis (or other physical handiceps) poy be admitted
to Canede upon the sponsorship of close relatives in this country »provideld thoy
can take care of the persons sponsored ond the Province of Residence agrees to
piovide necesgsary nedical care. However, during iorld Refugee Yeor, the
~ Cenadian Government wifh the co~operation of several Provineial Govermments
iﬁnderfobk the adnission of large groups of unsponsored refugees suffering fro
A‘tubercﬁlosis, together with their fonmilies. This progfamme took plaée in three
i_ﬁeparu¢e phases as followss:
| (a) TPirst Movement - This compriéed 100 patients and 245 nembers
of their fomilies in five air flights fron December 15, 11959,

4o February 4, 1960,
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(b) Second Movement - This comprised 111 patients and 98
accompanying fapily members arriving in fhree special flights
from July 19, 1960, to August 1, 1960 (plus 10 passengers on a
seheduled commercial flight),
(c) Third Movement - This comprised 114 patients plus 158 family
merbers and arrived in Canada in four flights from Pebruary 23,
1961 to March 16, 1961.
The complete movement included 325 tubercular patients and 501 fanily members
for a total of 826 refugees.

Selection and Exanination

First Movement

6. The refugees were selected from camps in Austria, Gérmuny end Italy with
pre~selection done by the United Nations High Cormissioner for Refugees.

" Negotiations were completed with those Canadian provinces which had previously
indicated a willingness to co-operate and all arrongements were made for -
transportation, simultaneous with commencement of examination of the refugees. -
As a result, the first group arrived in Canade within threé weeks after the |
examination of refugees began. This first movement was restricted by the terms
of the Government decision to 100 <tubercular cases and their families and . |
in order to include the maximum number of refugees within this suwthority, it was
decided to accept only families having one member suffering from tuberculosis.
As & result, the first movement included a greater total of refugees then either i
of the other two. For the same reason, the initinl movement excluded thosebr’
réefugees who had relatives in Canade, since it was believed that such persons 
would be brought to Canads by private sponsorship. | |

7. In addition to tuberculosis, other phy51ca1 defects did not bar the family .
from admission, provided the bread-wimner in the fanily, aside from his :
tubercular condition, was not otherwise so physicaelly handicapped that he would
be unable to earn & living in Canada, Applicants with criminal records,

chronic alcoholies, drug addicts and refugees wifh mentel illnesses were not =
accepted.  In mental cascs, the problem was the very serious shortage of

1nst1tutlonal space for thls illness in Canada.
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- Second snd Third Movements _
8, The refugees were selected in sustria, Germeny and Italy. Erphasis was

placed on seleotion from refugee carps, although other refugees were also
sceepted. Candidates were secured by Canadian irmigration offices in thede
countries from their own records, No limitations were placed on the number of
tubercular cases in any one family nor were refugees with relatives in Canada
berred from inelusion. The other criteria of the first movement were continued,

Assembling, Tronsportation and Reception
9. In all three movements, ICEM assisted in assembling the refugees for

| exemination and then ensured that the immigrants were on hand at the various
embarkation points, ICEM ottended to the shipment of excess baggage by sea.

10, All the refugees came to Conada on chartered air flights (except for ten
refugees vho did not have active tuberculosis who were transported on a

regular scheduled flight), Congideration wes given to moving the refugees by
sea but in view of the nature of their ailment, it was decided to use pressui‘ized
- alreraft chartered from Canadian Pacific 4ir Lines. The actual tuberculosis
cases were isolated on the aircraft and e medical officer and nurses were on
each flight, The flights were arranged to pick up the refugees in successive
‘countries and the aircraft brought the refugees to various points across Conada.
Medical doouments for the tuberculosis potients had previously been forwarded

to the provineial health authorities concerned and sanatorium officials were on
hand to meet the refugees on disembarkation, The arrival of the refugees

‘ aﬂiracted considerable interest end on hend to welcome each flight were church
.groups, service organizations, friends cnd relotives as well as municipal and
provincial dignitaries.

Co-operation of Provineinl Authorities

- 11, In Canada, the responsibility for tuberculosis institutions rests with the
provineial governments, As soon as the Conadien Federsl Govermment decided to

accept tubercular refugees in this country, the provinces were epproached for

“assistonce and the response was extremely generous. In most instonces, the
province accepted full responsibility for the medical treatment of the tuberculosis
ceses while the Federal Government assumed responsibility for transportotion and

other expenses, The Federal responsibility extends until such ‘time as the
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refugees becone self-sufficient after which they will be treated as ordinery
- residents of Cenada for general welfare purposes. Noturally the PFederal
guthority will be available at all times for advice, counsel and assistance
where necessorye.

Care in Sanatorin

12. All the tuberculosis potients were adnitted to sanatoria for exanlnatlon
and observ&ulon while other members of the fanily were given complete medicel
exaninations. The tubercular patients in general were treated with ant;blotlcs
" and rest although in a number of cases, surgery was necessary. 4t the end of
'July, 1961, only 43 patients were sbill in sanatoria, ineluding four from the
first movement, 7 from the second movenent and 32 from the third, Naturally,
most of those released were still under observation and some were receiving out~
patient treatment.
13. 411 potients were given basic English or French classes during their stay
in sonatoria as well as the usual occupational therapy such as leatherwork,
basket weaving, sewing and crocheting. Lecording to the educational background
and the ability of the individual, special courses in typewriting and the use
of office machinexy were given and various correspondence courses provided,
- In a number'of instances where the patient wos capable of light duties, part- .
;time employment for a few hours s day woas arronged. ‘An exomple of this wos the
case of a Yugoslav girl who wes a potient at the Royal Ottawa Senatorium. This
- young lody worked a few hours each doy, learning the Conadian techniques of her
trade as a dentol technician and returned to the sanntorium at the end of the
{‘day. Following discharge from the sanatorium, she irmediately secured Full-tine
‘employment in her occupotion and is now well on her way to beconing successfﬁlly,‘
~estoblished in Coneda.  The social workers attached to the sanstoria plﬁyed a
‘major role which undoubtedly contributed to the quick recovery rate of the
%patients. There has been a close licison between sanatorium rehabilitation
“officials and plocement officers of the Immigration Branch. * Immigration officers
;usuully visit the potients at least once a month and of course the fomilies of

_the refugecs are located neamby to make it possible for them to visit the

hospitalized mermber as frequently ns possible.
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Refugee Chlldren

14. As nlght be expected, children of tne refugees, e articularly the younger

ones, have adapted to the Canadian way of life with llttle or no difficulty,
They are doing extrenely well in school and rnost are ebove the Conadian average.
vMoSt after a vear or more in Canada speak French or English with a Canadiaon
accent, . In meny cases, young children have acted as interpreters for their

. parents., About 25 children were born to the refugee families after their
,arrival in Conada. In one cose, & mobther gave birth to a child in sanstorium
and the child has been cared for by a member of a local church group.

Assistance by Private Apencies

- 15 1In Canada, & greot deal of welfare work4is done by privobte organizations.

In ‘the refugee movements this is particularly evident, For exarple, the‘

.‘Canadiun Ctizenship Couneil in Calgary, has been very helpful. The Council

- has even taken the refugee mothers on guilded shopping tours to show them how to
vghop‘wisely. In Winnipeg, the Society for Crippled Children and Adults of

E Manitoba, arranged for an-artificial limb for one amputee case as well as his
:tfdining under their rehabilitotion programme, In nany centres socinl gatherings
have beeh arranged to enoble the refugees to neet their new neighbours and
establish themselves on o worm social basis, Many organizations, too numerous

‘to mention but including all religious faiths and located in all parts of Conada,

- have been most co-operstive.

’;Economic Egtoblishment

16, In accepting these refugees, Cenada wos prepared for the problems and the
L'fééponsibilities entaileds It was expected that a significant number would

: requirellong-term assistance, Nevertheless, the initial result has been most
gia$i£ying.v Of the 826 persons involved in the three refugee nmovements, 223
were being mointained by the Immigration Branch at the end of June, 1961.

The remainder were vholly or partinlly self-sufficient. It should be emphasized
ﬁ ﬁhﬁt in the initial establishment, the refugee fanilies, (aside fronm the tubercu-
losis:céses) were located in accommodation and provided with furniture, clothing
  and utenéils, either‘by the Immigration Branch or by private orgenizations. -
“When the head of the fanily or other wage earners in the family secured
1‘énmloyment they were often able to become independent olmost irmediately. .

There have been gome problem cases and some discppointments. On the whole, the

' establishment of the refugee fomilies has procesded well. . 4 mmber of

exceptional individual coses are worbthy of mentiond



(p)

(c)

{d)

4 refugee family in Toronto is doing wells
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A refugee family, in"cluding husband, wife and daughter. The wifo
wos admitted to sanatorium in Nova Scotia and is now released.

The husband, after o number of jobs in engineering work, joined

a ;arge 0il corpany.  In September, 1960, he purchased & service
station with o repair shop ond an aute body shop and now employs
two Cenadians on o full~time baosis. ‘He has an agency for the
sale of new cars. The wife will shoxtly open a lunch counter
specializing in Buropean meals. The fonily has been well accepted
in the area and the husband is a membe'r of o local service club.

He hos Deen called upon on o number of occasions to give talks on
his experiences in ‘Europé. The daughter is considered an
excellent student, ~The family is well on its wey to becoming an
out standing success in Canada,

inother couple in Nova Scotin have opened g small clothing oltera-
tion business and are doing quite well, Their estoblishment also
seens assured. | |
Tn the case of o refugee couple in Calgary, thé husbend hed
corpleted o 3% yeor course in hustria as o commercial artist
during which time his wife worked as o bookkeepex. The wife

wes tubercular but was not aware of this until the couple applied
fox emigi‘ation. Lfter arrivel in Canadn, ond treatment of the
wifel's tuberculor condition, there seems little now to prevent their
rapid establishnent, The husghend is oalready employed 28 6
cormereinl artist and the wife who has made outstanding progress
with English expects to return to employment as o booldieeper.

4 refugee family in Nova Scobia composed of husbend, wife, son

and daughter, sccurmlated sevings of $1,800 in less than 1} years

in Canada.
the hushand had been

Igbourer and student draftsmen, During his

a gfocery clerk,
os taought English and the operation of

sanatoriun treatment, he w

o multilith machine. He ‘has been employed os & nultilith eperotor

at the Toronto Stock Exchange for more thon one year earning

$65,00 weekly. He is married and came to Conada with a wife and



4/4C,96/INF .4
page 10

five-year old daﬁghter. 4 second child was born in July, 1960,
in Caneda. Although their income is not high by Canadian
gtandards this fomily has no debts and has ‘alreudy purchased a
new automobile. All are extremely happy and seem econonically
secures

(£) A refugee family in Toronto are moking good progress. The
hushband learned English while in the senatorium and upon discharge
cormenced training with the Y.M.C. A. He is now employed os
Asgistant Programme Secretary at, o branch of the Y.M.C.A. earning
$3,500 a year. He is now studying in an endeavour to secure a
full secretaryship. This family have no car or television set
but have purchased an expensive piano foz; the children's studies.
The children, aged 16, 14 and 11 are doing well in schq_ol.

(g) A refugee family in Toronto are in the photographic business.

In December, 1960, the husband opened his own photographic studio,

and the fomily lives in an apartment above the shop. he husband

secured loans fron the Credit Union and the benk and also purchased
equipment on crediv, To date, a substantial portion of the debts

have been repaid and the business appears to be flourishing,

- (h) Another refugee in Toronto has since discharge from senatorium been

| erployed as a jockey and an exercise boy end now has en agent
acting on his behalf to secure a sufficient number of mounts for
‘him to reiy 'ff‘ull-’oime on the earnings from his occupontion.

(i) A refugee fomily in London, Ontario, has just purchased a 7-room
home in London and has it completely furnished. Despite these
expenditures they still heve $200 in savings.  The husbaond, wife
and o 19 year old daughter are all employed and one son is in ,

- high school.  All members of the fomily seem to have made & very
quick adjustment to life in Canada.

(3) A refugee fanily in Beamsville, Ontario, arrived in this country
under the third tubercular movement, 4 son, aged 23, had previously
‘been in Conado since 1958 and a daughter 20 had been here since
December, 1960, When the family arrived here, the son commenced

construction of e new 6-roomed house, He and his father, who hos
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just recently been discharged from the sanatorium, are doing all

the work on the house. It is estimated thot the home will be

worth a? least $12,000 when cormpleted and this asset will provide

a firm basis for the esteblishment of the family. . ‘

(k) A refugee fomily is now managing a farm near Toronto. The family
head worked initielly as a barber in a number of Ontario communities
but was dissatisfied with his wages and decided to go inmto farming
in view of some previous farm experience in Europe. He placed an
advertisement in a large Toronbo newspaper and secured empl&yment
as & farm manager. His salary is $150. per nmonth plus house,
hydro electricity and some food. Since taking over the nanagement
of the farm, this refugee in 25 days plowed and seeded 150 acres
of land. He hes also done a considerable amcunt of wepairs to farm
equiprment and is assisting the farm owner in renovoting the farn
buildings, The owner, unlerstandably, is very impressed and
this refugee by hisg hard work and enterprlse seens assured of success.

(1) 4 tubercular refugee family has been sponsored by & group of
residents of Chilliweck, B.Cs The family come forward in the
third tubercular movement. The husband, wife ond three children,
are living in o completely furnished house, provided rent-free by
the spotisoring group until the refugees are in a position to bqy
e home of their own.,  The peoﬁle of Chilliwack donated all the
modern furniture. 4 doctor end dentist have promised free medical.
end dental care for a yeor. 4 drug company has promised frée
prescriptions for o year. Both parents have been given English
insbruction for two to three hours daily.  The eldest daughtdr
is tho best student in her class’gt school and the other two
children are nmeking excellent progress.

(ﬁ) 4 refugee family, consisting of a husband, wife, a son aged 12,

e daughter aged 7 and father-in-law, aged 67, went to Vancouver.
Both husband and wife were admitted to sanatorium upon errival
but the father-in-low who was expected to require welfare
as51stance for the rest of his life, 1nstewc, with grect personal

1n1t1ut1ve found & job as a caretoker anu is looking ufher his

grnndch;ldren.
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17. As can be seen therefore many refuzees are meking the most of their
opportunitie ¢, Nevertheless some problems have heen experienced with a few
of the tubercular refugees. Although the refugees were informed in advance
that they would be expected to enter sanatoria and taolke treatirent for
suberculosis if required, it is apparent that o number were nob prepared for
the strict Conndian attitude towerds tie comtrol of tuberculosis.  Some were
reluctant to enter sanptorie on arrivel in Canada, apparently believing that
“tregtnent as an out.po,tient was sufficient, A few have refused to underro

surgery, even when the alternative hos been indefinite confinement to a

ganatorium with little possibility of conplete recovery.

18, In some cases, it appenrs thot long years in carps in Europe has taken
away all initistive and pride and the refugee looks to the Government for
mpintenance, In several cases, the head of the fanily will be in a sonatorium

for o lbng 4ine and in at least one case, the family head is never expected bo
leave the sanstorium, The Conadian Federal Governnent will care for these

'famiiies as long as is necessary providing them with a decent comfortable
1iving, Refugees who are eble to work and for whon employment con be locoted,
are expected to help themselves. The ossistance of social workers and docters
has been secured in an offort to solve some problem cases. Often an attitude
of gentle firmmess on the nort of immigration officers has led the refugee to

take the first steps leading to self-suffieciency.

19, On the whole the tuberculor refugee programme was much more successful
" 4han could have been anticipeted, and the refugees ndopted themselves readily

4o their new environment ond established themselves in a comparstively short

~ time.





