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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

1. Mr. ABU BAKR (Singapore): My statement this
afternoon will be quite short. I propose first of all
to refer generally to the situation in South and South­
East Asia, and in other parts of the world, as well
as to recent happenings and trends, and then to make
a proposal or two. I will also mention some of the
unfortunate events that have overtaken certain parts
of Asia. Then I will refer to the economic conditions
of under-developed countries and what should have
been done about them. And I will end by suying some­
thing of what we in Singapore are trying to do in order
to build a democratic socialist State on sound eco­
nomic principles, with the assistance of the United
Nations and for the benefit of the people of our island
State.

2. The Singpore delegation welcomes this opportunity
afforded to all delegations to express their views on
many world problems. problems which the United
Nations has been trying to solve since it was founded
twenty years ago. That is the reason why my delega­
tion is of the view that all sovereign nations, big and
small, should be Members of the United Nations, as
they can thereby contribute to this world forum. And
that is why also, as soon as Singapore was proclaimed
an independent and sovereign State on 9 August 1965,
we lost no time in applying for membership of the
United Nations.

3. As is well known, Singapore became a Member
of the United Nations on 21 September 1965. That
day was a pround one for Singapore. Previously it
was part of the Federation of Malaysia-as from
15 September 1963-a nation which was developing
fa"st both economically and politically. Malaysia is a
United Nations in miniature, as there are people of
many races and religions living in peace side by side.
It is a'multiracial society. We have Malays, Chinese,
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Indians, Pakistanis, Eurasians, Dusuns, Land Dayaks.
Muruts, Bajaus. and many other races. The rate of
development of all the constituent States of Malaysia
is not the same. For example. Singapore was advanc­
ing at a much faster rate than the rest of MalaySia.
And because of this, among other reasons, tensions
soon built up, and rather than have a show-down with
all the possibilities of upheaval and devastation our
leaders decided that the best way was for Singapore
to become a sovereign and independent State. There
is of course the possibility that at· some future date
it will become a part of Malaysia again, because of
our very close ties. And so it came about that Singa­
pore. was proclaimed an independent and sovereign
State without the need of having a commotion. We could
not get on with the rest of Malaysia, and so we parted
company as friends. The proof of this is that Malaysia
was the chief sponsor for our admission to the United
Nations, not only in the Security Council but in the
General Assembly as welL I should also like to take
this opportunity of again thanking all members of the
Security Council that approved our application for
membership. I also thank all Member States that co­
sponsored the resolution [2010 (XX)] welcoming our
admission to the United Nations. We are thEt 117th
Member of the United Nations; indeed at present we
are the very last Member on the list to join the United
Nations. But I hope that other sovereign States, es­
pecially those soon to become independent. will lose
no time in applying fOr membership of the United
Nations at the appropriate time.

\. 4. As a Member of the United Nations, Singapore
hopes to join the other nations in their efforts to
realize the aims and objectives of the United Nations
Charter. For Singapore, the essentials of the Charter
are the preservation of peace through collective se­
curity, the promotion of economic development through
mutual aid and the safeguarding of the in~li§nable

right of every country to establish forms of g9vel'P­
ment in accordance with the wishes of its own people.
~untry stands by these three essential principles
and will give loyal and unflinching support to the
United Nations in its efforts to promote them. We
support these ideals because we realize that the well­
being, security and integrity of our country can be
assured only on the basis of these principles. World
peace is a necessary condition for the -politiCAl and
E1.c.Qn.,()~ic survival of small nations like Singapore.
We want peace and we want to be left alone in order
to pursue our developmental projects unhampered. At
the same time, our strategic geographical location
is such that we are surrounded by bigger and more
powerful neighbours. Because of our stratetic position
we have attracted the attention of nations that wish
to dominate South-East Asia. The British have de­
veloped Singapore not only as the commercial centre
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of South-East Asia but also as a military base for
consolidating Western dominance in that region. And
now tnat Singapore is independent, the role of this
base must change. For example, we will never permit
it to be used for aggression. The base is there with
our consent to ensure our own security in an area of
increasing military instability. The moment we can
be assured of effective alternative guarantees to our
security-from that moment foreign control of these
bases will cease.

5. Our foreign policy is one of non-alignment. We
do not wish to be drawn into alliances dedic'lted to
imposing our way of life on other countries. Friend­
ship between countries should not be conditional on
the acceptance of common ideologies, commonfriends
ancfcommon enemies. But this does not mean that\
my country equates non-alignment with indifference
to basic issues of what is right and what is wrong,
or that it will evade taking a stand on matters which \
it considers vital lest we displease some friendly)
nations. Non-alignment is only in regard to narrow'
power bloc interests and not in regard to the basic
principles embodied 'in the United Nations Charter.
As I have mentioned above, we wish all sovereign
countries to be Members of the United Nations and
occupy their rightful piaces on the Security Council.
As a non-aligned Asian nation, we hope to be invited
to attend the Asian-African Conference scheduled to
be held in Algiers on 5 November 1965. If we are
invited, our representation will be at the highest
political level, especially as this will be the first
time that we will be attending as an independent
country.

6. The arguments that the People's Republic of
China should be a Member of the United Nations are
many and compelling. We are well aware of the views
of other countries that do not share our line of think­
ing. But it is a nation of 650 million people. It is also
a member of the atomic Club. It has shown in many
convincing ways that it is sovereign and has full
control of the mainland of China, and it therefore has
a better claim to sit as a permanent member on the
Security Council than Taiwan.

7. The People's Republic of China may be bellicose
in its recent statements, but we believe this is be­
cause it is not a Member of the United Nations. How­
ever, it is also our view that Taiwan should be given
the right of self-determination as to whether it wants
to join the People's Republic of China or not..JLTaiwan
wishes to remain as a separate State, then it should
be admitted as a Member of the United Nations. .

8. There is also the question ofdisarmament. Without
the People's Republic of China taking part in the
discussions, any agreement would not be of much
significance. Only yesterday, Senator Kennedy voiced
similar views on the need t'o have discussions with
the People's Republic of China on the disarmament
question. He also revealed that the United states and
the Chinese are trying to discuss this proposal in
Warsaw. Senator Kennedy's views are shared by many
other Senators as well. .--

9. We are convinced that it is better to have the
, I

People's Republic of China in the United Nations as
this will help to reduce tensions in Asia. The proba-

bility of the People's Republic of China, Indonesia
and Pakistan forming a group of their own should not
be ruled out, and if this happens the rest of Asia will
not i'E2.eLsecure of its future. We hope that Pakistan
will not follCi-w Indonesia and leave the United Nations
as it has threatened to do. Additional arguments that
the People's Republic of China should be a Member
of the United Nations can be illustrated by the recent
incident when the late President Kennedy decided to
impose a blockade on Cuba at the time the Russians
were reported to be building missile bases there.

10. When tensions rose, it was fortunate that both
the· United States and the Soviet Union were Members
of the United Nations, so that the political debate
between the United States and the Soviet Union in the
Security Council took off a gre.~~ deal of the heat-which
had been generated, and thus made it possible for
both the 1l:ite""President Kennedy and Mr. Khrushchev
to come to a compromise solution. The history of
the world might have been different if this incident
had happened without the United States or the Soviet
Union being Members of the United Nations:_

11. Two days ago, in this same General Assem­
bly [1357th meeting], a vote was taken on Southern
Rhodesia. The question posed was quite a simple one.
And yet the consequences are so vital that it will affect
the course of history if allowed to go unchallenged.
Here is another African country which has been ex­
ploited by a white minority. Because of its rich natural
resources white settlers have flocked to it. They
exploited its resources and are reluctant to let the
people share in the riches. They even went further
than this. They took over political control of the coun­
try, and when the Africans protested their leaders
were clamped into detention camps in the interior of
the country in the hope that these people, beingQuL
of sight, would be out of mind. But that happened not
to be the case. More than 650 such leaders have been
placed under detention and they are of course not
easily forgotten as they are the country's leaders.

12. Mr. IanSmith, Southern Rhodesia's Prime Minis­
ter, has tried unsuccessfully to negotiate with Mr.
Harold Wilson, the British Prime Minister, to be
given independence now. But he was told that inde­
pendence can only be given when the 4 million Africans
have been given political freedom to decide their
destiny as against the 250,000 white immigrants. Bofh
the large British political parties have endorsed
Mr. Wilson's stand. This is of course to their creqit.
But in the meantime IanSmith has returned to Southern
Rhodesia and.,PXQmised the white minority indepen­
dence by Christmas. This is in defiance of the British
warning that such an act would be treated as an open
rebellion and would involve both the white and the
black people in untold suffering and bloodshed. It may
also plunge the WOX19 into war. When the General
Assembly came to vote on the draft resolution calling
upon the United Kingdom to do its utmost to prevent
a unilateral declaration of independenc€l by Southern
Rhodesia, the count was 107 for the motion, 2 against,
with 1 abstention. Clearly, the vast majority of the
representatives of the world were in favour of the
resolution [2012 (XX)].

./

13. On the question of Cyprus. we are grieved to
note that this question has yet to be resolved despite

I
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several efforts being made by the United Nations to
bring peace and order to the Island. My delegation
hOpes that a formula can be worked out to the satis­
faction of all concerned. The sooner the conflict can
be resolved, the quicker it will be possible for the
people of the Island to return to normal life.

14. fIt is ironical that Asia. as the oldest continent
. of the world, is plagued with all kinds of trouble. We
have the Indonesian confrontation of Malaysia; we
have the needless killings in Viet-Nam and, more
recently, the war between India and Pakistan. We
hope that the United Nations can find a satisfactory
solution to all these problems as soon as possible.
And lately there is the reported upheaval and blood­
shed in Indonesia. Unlike Europe, which has ap­
parently fought all its wars and is thoroughly sick
of fighting-so much so that they are thinking of a
more affluent and more flourishing society through
trade and industry I transcending national barriers­
we in Asia are still fighting it out, burdened as we
are with huge populations, illiteracy and grinding
poverty. But however disappointing it has been to
those. who seek the ideal world, these developments
have given corroboration to the way of democratic
socialism. For us in Asia, and even more so in Africa
and Latin America, the acute pressures and conflicts
of mass poverty, hunger and despair in the midst of
plenty are a constant incitement to sUdden and violent
revolution.

15. Those who want a social revolution without de­
stroying individual human values find that this setting
makes the task an intensely difficult and delicate
effort. If we approach Asian problems of poverty
and under-development tbrough the rosy spectacles
of the Western European socialists, we are sure to
faiL This is where the United Nations and its several
agencies can do and are doing a wonderful job of
economic and social development.

16. The situation in South Viet-Nam has degenerated
into naked brutality between competing power blocs.
Both sides are fighting in the name of freedom and
liberty. We know that what is happening there is not
quite right. We know that if the Communists are able
to advance their frontiers to envelop South Viet-Nam
it will be only a matter of time before the same
process of emasculation by military and political
techniques will overtake the neighbouring countries.
We in Singapore are only too well aware of this. And,
because of recent events there, the United states has
found it necessary tobr~ivemilitary power
in order to prevent the~~ ofSouth Viet-Nam
by the Viet-Cong. But there has recently appeared a
perceptible change in the non-military aspect of the .

. fighting. From talk of unconditional negotiations, with I
tpe hope that negotiations may lead to a neutral sout.h~'
Viet-Nam, there has emerged a willingness to talk
of peace Without preconditions. However, national
prestige and suspicion are so far proving to be bar­
riers to the commencement of talks.

17. As Asians, we must uphold the right of the Viet­
Namese people to self-determination. As democratic
socialists, we must insist that the Viet-Namese have
the right not to be pressured through armed might
and organized terror and finally overwhel~ by
communism. So we must seek ,a formula that will

first make it possible for the South Viet-Namese to
recover their freedom of choice, which at the mome~t
is limited to either communist capture or perpetual
American military operations. Then, after the South
Viet-Namese are able to exercise their collective
will without duress from either side, ultimately-be
it after five, ten 01' twenty years-they must have the
right to decide their final destiny: whether or not
they choose to be reunited with North Viet-Nam, and
on what terms.

18. I now come to the economic conditions in Afro­
Asian countries in general. Because of hugh popu­
lations, high birth-rates. illiteracy' and grinding
poverty. in addition to political instability, this area
faces many problems. Our region is for the most
part composed of primary producing countries whose
exports to the more advanced and industrialized
nations are fetching less and less in terms of real
yalue. The same is true of Africa, as mentioned by
the representative of Ghana [1346th meeting]. The
result is that these countries have to export much
more of their primary products now if they wish to
import the same quality of capital goods as they did
only a few years ago. This point has been echoed and
re-echoed several times already at tIlis session by
my fellow Afro-Asian representatives as well as at
the Rome Conference only recently. It is a real cause
of hardship and grievance to many under-developed
countries which have made real and sincere efforts
to advance themselves and their peoples. So far,
nothing appears to have been done by way of redress.
Let it not be said that, With the end of politicaLsub­
jugation, the under-developed countries are facing a
new' killd of threat-that of economic exploitation.
There is much that the advanced nations can do by
way of fairer trading practices before it is too late
and before the aggrieved nations have taken up dif:':·
ficult positions. A lesson should already have been
drawn from the political problem that we are facing
today. I

..
19. So much for the economic picture in general.
Now I should like to say something about Singapore's
economy and the many industrial undertakings there
for the benefit of its people. Singapore lives mainly
by trade. Its port is the fifth largest in the world and
it is the principal commercial and entrep6t centre
serving the countries of South-East Africa, This has
been achieved over the last 150 years through sweat
and toil. We are still working hard to build a more
just and equal society. We realize that no one owes
us a liVing. On the other hand, we do expect other
countries, e specially the larger industri alized nations,
both in Europe and in America, to be more realistic
in their trading policies towards the under-developed
and economically weaker countries before it is too
late and before these countries have lost faith in their
fellow human beings.

20. Sinagpore's entrepot trade is not sufficient to
sustain its economy. lnorder to cater for the needs
and to cope with the employment problems of its
grOWing population, a dynamic programme for rapid
industrialization has been launched in the last few
years. In these efforts, Singapore has benefited from
the generous as si stance prOVided by the United Nations
under the Expanded Programme of Technical As-
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sistance and the regular programme, as well as the
Special Fund. The implementation of our rapid in­
dustrialization was assisted by two United Nations
survey missions in 1960 and 1961. One mission was
for a comprehensive survey of the industrial pos­
sibilities, and the other for a feasibility study of
developing iron and steel industries. The Economic
Development Board project is the direct outcome of
the recommendations from the United Nations survey.
It has been set up with a capital of $100 million to
provide financial, entrepreneurial, technological, en­
gineering, management, accounting and other as­
sistance and facilities to new and existing industrial
units. Assistance is also being provided under the
OPEX and Funds-in-Trust. ,In many of these fields,
the Economic Development Board has turned to the
United Nations and obtained the experts it required.
21. The Singapore Government is giving every en­
couragement in the setting up of pioneer industries.
Already 301 pioneer products, covering the whole
range of manufacture, with a capital outlay of $300
million, are being manufactured at the Jurong Indus­
trial Estate, which was established in 1961 under the
direction of the Economic Development Board. These
industries will provide jobs for 20,000 when in full
production. Their annual output is estimated at about
$560 million. The contribution to the national income
will be around $110 million per annum.

22. Because of the high birth-rate, which was in
the region of 3.6 per cent per annum, many social
problems had to be solved. More schools, more hos­
pitals, more houses and more of everything have to
be provided. The Housing and Development Board
continued to build at the fast rate of one flat every
forty-five minutes in 196!}, and thereby completed 45,000
units under the First Five-Year:"BuildingProgramme.
An additional 50,000 units are due for completion
under the Second Five-Year-BuildiIig Programme.
23. At the same time that these problems were being
solved the root causes which gave rise to such prob­
lems were also being tackled. The Singapore Gov­
ernment encouraged the Family Planning Association,
with financial and other subsidies, in its work to edu­
cate the people in the advantages of small family
units. After a few years of sustained efforts in this
direction we are glad to announce that the birth-rate
has fallen by 1 per cent to 2.6 per cent per annum.
I think this is a very commendable achievement in
any Asian country. And with the reduction in the birth­
rate it will mean that more capital and energies can
be released for more profitable use in the industrial
and developmental fields. Our attention has also
been drawn to the report of the Consultative Com­
mittee on the Asian Development Bank. Y Singapore,
besides being an entrepOt' and commercial centre,
is also a financial centre for the South-East Asia
region. This report therefore interests us a great
deal. We have already approached the United Nations
and the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far
East to consider Singapore as the logical site for the
Asian Development Bank. We understand that a cOID­
mittee of this bank will soon be touring the various
countries which have offered a site for the bank in
order to make investigations and recommendations.

!J E/CN.ll/TRADE/ADB/L.2.

24. These are. some of the problems facing the Afro­
Asian countries. They stem from political subjuga­
tion and economic exploitation. They give rise to
social and other problems which are the result of
political and economic enslavement. These are vast
problems indeed which have accumulated over the
centuries and which we are trying to solve in a few.
years only. They tools for their achievement are few
and meagre and the Secretary-General is doing a
heroic job with available resources. Yet the problems
cry out for more and more urgent attention. And even
before these, can be attended to, other problems have
in the meantime been added to the list. These problems
are stup9ndous, and unless a really big effort is made
on a scale comparable with its magnitude I do not
see how we can achieve a solution when we are really
scratching the surface. No doubt the United Nations
and its several agencies are doing a fine job. But
more funds and more imaginative efforts and planning
are called for if we are going to make a success of
it. We must be bravel' and more resourceful than we
have been so far, and I hope the United Nations will
not be found wanting in the tasks it has to face.

25. This is my first session at the United Nations
General Assembly and I find it very engrossing and
very full of hope. I am qUite sure that many repre­
sentatives, especially those from small countries,
feel the same as I do. In conclusion, may I join the
long list of distinguished representatives who have
congratulatel;1 Mr. Amintore Fanfani on his election
to the PresIdency of the General Assembly, an occa­
sion which was highlighted by the visit to the ,United
Nations of His Holiness Pope Paul VI on 4 October
of this year, a visit which has proved to be most
beneficial indeed. I am also confident that under Mr.
Fanfani's able leadership this session ofthe Assembly
wIll be equally successfuL And now that Mr. Fanfani
is still ill in hospital, we all hope that he will recover
soon and be able to take up his duties as President
of the Assembly as soon as possible.

26. Mr. PAZHWAK (Afghanistan): On behalf of the
Afghan dele'giHaii;'l'should like to associate myself
with the members of the General Assembly in con­
gratulating most sincerely, His Excellency Amintore
Fanfani, Foreign Minister of Italy. on his election
as President of the twentieth session of the General
Assembly. The election of Foreign Minister Fanfani
-who is not only a well-known statesman but also
a man of knowledge and a scholar of great eminence­
to his high office is a tribute to his great country and
an expression of the high esteem with which he is
personally regarded by all members of the Assembly.

27. Among the tributes paid to him, perhaps the
most impressive expressions were those in which the
representatives of so many nations spoke of their
ancient and present relations with the country he
represents. Afghanistan, as a country which enjoys
most friendly relations with Italy, naturally associates
itself with those nations. We were, therefore, grieved
to learn of the accident suffered by our distinguished
President and we would like to take this opportunity
to convey to him our best wishes and hopes for a
speedy recovery.

28. I should also like to pay tribute to His Excellency
Alex Quaison-Sackey, the President of the nineteenth
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session, who fulfilled the heavy responsibilities and
duties of that office .in a most admirable way during
one of the difficult sessions in the history of the
Organization. I am sure that his contributions to the
work of the United Nations will always be remem­
bered.

29. The representative of Japan has already spoken
[1332nd meeting] on behalf of the Asian countries to
welcome the admission of the Gambia, the Maldive
Islands and Singapore to membership in the United
Nations. However, I should like to take this oppor­
tunity to extend once again our most heartfelt con­
gratulations to the Governments and the peoples of
these new Member States. We are confident that they
will make a constructive contribution to the work of
the United Nations.

30. Since we met last time and I had the privilege
of addressing the General Assembly [1323rd meeting],
at home my country has been pursuing its objectives
of economic, social and cultural development, guided
by its firm belief in the lofty principles of democracy
as the traditional way of life of its people and as an
essential and basic precondition for the preservation
of freedom, equality and the dignity of the human
person.

31. No change has taken place in the international
policy of Afghanistan. We continue to be a non-aligned
country whose basic traditional policy is one offriend­
ship and co-operation with all peoples and nations.

32. As the oldest non-aligned State Member of the
United Nations, we are most gratified that the sin­
cerity of our impartiality, objectivity and independent
judgement in regard to all international situations
has continued under all circumstance and thus has
strengthened and expanded our relations with our
friends on all continents. We are not a party to any
form of association, alliance or bloc which would in
any way influence us to judge any situation except on
its merit. It is in this spirit that I venture to express
our views on some of the problems before the General
Assembly.

33. The policies of non-alignment have played a sig­
nificant role in the maintenance of peace and in other
fields of international endeavour. That has made us
more confident that the co-operation of the non-aligned
countries and the appreciation by others of their
impartial and unselfish aspirations for the betterment
of relations among all peoples and nations will result
in the realization of the peaceful objectives which are
common to us alL

34. Thinking for a second of an old saying which
goes, "No matter how much peace you have at home,
you cannot enjoy it in a disturbed neighbourhood",.
I should say that no other country is more unhappy
about the recent events in the subcontinent of India
than is Afghanistan. It is only natural for us to be
disturbed over the grave situation which still prevails
in that region of the world, to which we belong.

35. Under the present circumstances, we do not
think that any other problem should be of greater
concern to anyone than putting a permanent end to
armed confrontation and to bloodshed. The efforts
already made in that direction are a great source of

satisfaction to us. The wisdom demonstrated by the
Governments of India and Pakistan in accepting the
cease-fire was in no way surprising to any reasonable
and peace-lOVing mind.

36. We have welcomed these developments with the
strong hope that they might lead to a peaceful and
permanent solution of a problem which has been one
of the most important international preoccupations,
not only of the Asian countries but of the world com­
munity as a whole. War is the most undesirable way
of seeking a solution of any dispute. In the India­
Pakistan conflict, it is not only most undesirable but
also most unlikely to lead to a solution of the problem.

37. The Government of Afghanistan desires a peaceful
solution, not only of this problem, which has already
led to war between two neighbouring countries, but
also of all problems in the region which are unhappy
remnants of the colonial era. Afghanistan will approve
of no policy which is not aimed, before all else, at
the maintenance of peace and security in a region to
which it belongs, a policy in the interest of the peoples,
for whom peace is the only condition in which they
can fulfil their aspirations for their economic, social
and cultural development.

38. The end of colonial rule in that part of the world
created not only the problem of Kashmir, but also
certain other problems which have affected the rela­
tions between the countries of that area in an un­
desirable manner; for in the absence of such problems
those countries could co-operate .with each other in
a most friendly atmosphere for the well-being of their
peoples.

39. In view of the existence of such problems, neither
Afghanistan nor anyone else could agree with the
following statement made in the general debate by One
speaker on the morning of 28 September 1965 or any
statement similar to it made at any time anywhere:

"The creation of Pakistan, where Muslims would
be free to develop in accordance with their culture
and way of life, was the result of the democratic
process of self-determination in which each of the
provinces which today form part of Pakistan freely
and formally expressed its desire to do so. Kashmir
alone of those States, provinces and territories of
pre-partitioned India, has been deprived of the
right to participate in this process of self-deter­
mination." [1339th meeting, para. 131.]

40. As I have said, we cannot agree with that state­
ment. By way of example, I cite the disputed territory
of Pakhtunistan, referred to in pre-partitioned India
as the Northwest Frontier Province, and the tribal
territories, where the fate of a much larger popula­
tion than that of Kashmir is involved, and where a
population which has been continuously demanding its
right to self-determination, was also deprived of that
same right. Fortunately, this problem is not yet
before the United Nations, and we hope that it will
be solved by peaceful means and in a spirit of under­
standing and friendship on the basis of justice and
in accordance With the will of the people and their
political leaders.

41. Unless we are deliberately pressed inthe matter,
we shall consider this clarification sufficient to
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prevent the repetition of such statements, because
from the bottom of our hearts we seek nothing but
friendship and understanding, and to have a sense of
justice prevail.

42. The serious situation in South-East Asia in
general, and in Viet-Nam in particular. cannot escape
anyone's attention anywhere today. The developments,
however, are no doubt of great importance to the
Asian countries as the continuance and expansion of
the war in Viet-Nam becomes increasingly alarming.
Although the question of Viet-Nam does not fall within
the scope of the work of the General Assembly at
this stage, the mere absence of any other arrange­
ments for peaceful negotiations makes it a concern
of all Members of this Organization. Afghanistan has
participated, with some other non-aligned countries,
in earnest appeals for the restoration of peace in this
area. We are convinced that·a political solution through
negotiations among all parties should not be delayed
for any of the reaons given or for any of the excuses
sought. We agree with the Secretary-General that
military action can neither bring peace nor restore
stability.

43. The real causes of conflicts in this area are
well known. Therefore, the basic consideration should
be concentration on the elimination of these causes.
The background of the problem and the experiences
01 the past should provide the parties directly con­
cerned with a reasonable ground for replacing the
hot war by peacefu.l negotiations. We believe that
everything else should depend upon peaceful nego­
tiations, and such negotiations should never be de­
pendent upon any conditions that might hinder them
or reduce their effectiveness or, worse still, prevent
their taking place.

44. The other matter that we have followed with
much concern in the question of Cyprus. Its great
importance to us stems from its existence as one of
the crucial problems confronting the Middle East
and, more particularly, from our most friendly as­
pirations for Cyprus and Turkey. I should like to
emphasize the importance of an urgent, peaceful,
democratic and just solution of this problem in ac­
cordance with the Charter of the United Nations and
in conformity with the wishes of all inhabitants of
Cyprus. In this connexion, we should like to stress
that the Republic of Cyprus is an equal Member of
the United Nations and that its independence, its full
sovereignty and territorial integrity should be re­
spected in any arrangements designed for the solution
of its problems.

45. It is a source of satisfaction that the United
Nations Peace-keeping Force in Cyprus has helped
to maintain peace on the island. None the less, it is
regrettable that the mediation efforts have not yet
succeeded in promoting an agreed settlement. It is
our hope that the General Assembly will express
itself on the urgency and importance of the renewal
of United Nations mediation efforts, with a view to
reaching a solution of the problem of Cyprus which
would result in the betterment of relations between
the parties directly concerned and would safeguard
the independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity
of the Republic of Cyprus.

46. One of the most important items on the agenda
of the General Assembly, from both a political and
a humanitarian point of view, is the question of the
liialestinian refugees. We are gratified that the Special
Political Committee has already given priority to
the consideration of this problem. While, from the
political point of view, a just solution of this question
is essential for the elimination of tensions in the
Middle East and the maintenance of peace and security
in that region, the humanitarian aspect ofthe situation
cannot be underestimated. The United Nations should
always keep in mind its political and humanitarian
responsibilities to the people of Palestine.

47. We welcome the deep concern expressed by the
General Assembly and the prompt and timely action
which it took by its resolution [2012 (XX)] on the
situation in Rhodesia. Afghanistan has always sup­
ported the principle of equal rights and self-deter­
mination of peoples as proclaimed in the Charter and
in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial COtmtries and Peoples.

48. Appreciating the attitude of the United Kingdom
Government that a unilateral declaration of inde­
pendence for Southern Rhodesia would be an act of
rebellion and that any measure to give it effect would
be an act of tre~son, we joined the sponsors of the
resolution by giVing it our support.

49. Before and, in particular, since the adoption of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, Afghanistan has
strongly supported and will continue to support all
measures that would put an end to the unbearable
calamities and intolerable sufferings born of the
domination of people. We cannot emphasize at present
or in the future more strongly than we have in the
past our firm belief in the urgent need for an uncon­
ditionalliquidation of colonialism. The United Nations
has played a great role in this field, and we are par­
ticularly appreciative of the work of the Special Com­
mittee of Twenty-four charged with measures for
the implementation of General Assembly resolution
1514 (XV). It is our hope that these efforts will con­
tinue constructively and that the organs entrusted
with this task will be given clearer mandates to
recommend to the General Assembly peaceful and
practical measures which should be taken with a fiew
to putting a complete end to colonialism in all its
forms and manifestations without further delay.

50. In this connexion I should like particularly to
underline one point once again. By colonialism, we
do not mean only one specific form of domination, and
by no means only the classic form of Western colo­
nialism. To us, any form of domination of any country,
territory, or people by an alien Power is colonialism,
where ....r it may exist. We have never been convinced
that new names should be sought for the new forms
of alien domination.

f,l. In recent times, while the classic form of colo­
nialism is gradually vanishing, it is more important
to pay careful attention to the other and perhaps more
dangerous forms of domination, inclUding the domina­
tion of many territories and peoples in many parts
of the world by alien Powers which, themselves, not
very long ago, were colonies.
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52. In the efforts made recently to find the facts
of such situations, we welcomed such initiatives as
the on-the-spot examination of these situations by
the Committee of Twenty-four. It is our hope t~at

these efforts will be continued in the future and tYiat
they will not be confined only to certain aspects of
domination of people by people or or to any specific
region or continent.

53. In all cases, we have believed and expressed
our belief that peace and stability depend solely on
the respect for and observance of self-determination,
which is no longer a political principle, but a funda­
mental human right. The sincerity of those who uphold
this right can be fully tested only by observing whether
they adhere to it in all cases and in all places. It is
our firm belief that any double standard in the field
of international relations is untenable.

54. Under the constant fear of the annihilation of
mankind, we maintain our earnest desire that all
specific and general actions be taken to bring about
complete, general and universal disarmament.

55. Adherence to the principle of coexistence and
the condemnation of all policies advocating the use
or threat of force constitute the basis of our thoughts
on this subject. Without these, neither the confidence
nor the atmosphere required can be created.

56. The lack of success in the negotiations on dis­
armament is most deplorable. The many years of
effort on the part of the United Nations have convinced
us that new approaches should be made to this most
important aspect of all matters of war and peace.

57. The idea of a world disarmament conference,
initiated at the Second Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,Y was
supported by Afghanistan on the basis of the urgent
need for such a new approach. It is our hope that
this session of the General Assembly will take definite
steps in connexion with the convening of such a con­
ference at the earliest appropriate time.

58. These steps, however, require the unanimous
support of this Organization, because a divided as­
sembly of nations cannot logically call for a universal
world gathering. In such a case, we should have good
reason to hope that the world conference will take
place in the interest of humanity as a whole, and that
it will be a success.

59. This, however, in no way means that the work
of this Organization in the field of disarmament should
be hindered in any manner. The problem of disarma­
ment should remain, as it has been, one of the most
important concerns of this assembly of nations and
should be furthered by efforts, universal in scope.

60. One of the most important questions which should
receive the special attention of the General A,ssembly
is the question of nuclear tests. It is our hope that
the treaty on the partial banning of nuclear tests
will be followed, without any delay, by a ban on such
tests in all environments by all nuclear Powers, and
that priority will be given to questions connected with
nuclear and thermonuclear armaments and the pre­
vention of their proliferation.

Y Held at Cairo from 5 to 10 October 1964.

61. The Assembly should give a clearer and stronger
expression at this session to its concern by calling
on all nuclear Powers not to ignore their great re­
sponsibilities toward humanity any longer. There is
nothing more alarming than the spread of nuclear
weapons, which should be prevented, in the interest
of the preservation of the human race, at the cost of
any political sacrifice.

62. We are confronted in this respect with a special
situation, but not a difficult one to understand, that
has hindered the participation of all nuclear Powers
in taking common measures in the nuclear field. To
make this participation possible, everything should
be done to bring about the balance essential for mutual
confidence and create the atmosphere required for
the fulfilment of the universal aspirations of mankind,
putting an end to the fear of annihilation. One of the
most important measures in this respect is the com­
plete destruction of the ex;isting nuclear weapons.

63. Disarmament depends solely on mutual confi­
dence between all nations, particularly the major
Powers. A call for disarmament must, therefore,
naturally be preceded by a call for efforts to be made
toward easing the prevailing tensions; This can only
be done, as I have said before, through acceptance
of the principle of coexistence and the right of all
peoples and nations to economic, social and political
self-determination.

64. Peaceful settlement of political disputes is es­
sential for the creation of an atmosphere in which
hope for the solution of the problem of disarmament
and other problems can be cherished. In this regard,
Afghanistan welcomes the item proposed by the dele­
gation of the United Kingdom [A/5964]. We welcome,
also, the consideration of the item proposed by the
Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics [A/5977], which
has provided the General Assembly with an oppor­
tunity to give full consideration to the essential prin­
ciple of non-intervention.

65. How to approach these important matters should
be our first consideration. A careless approach will
result not only in failure, but might add to the diffi­
culties which have hindered common agreements and
delayed the termination of the prevailing international
tensions..

66. At all previous sessionsoftheGeneralAssembly,
the Afghan delegation has emphasized the importance
of the universality of the United Nations. At this
session, it is particularly important to do so. While
we are gratified by the increase in the membership
of the Organization, we regret that we have not been
able to see 'me purpose of universality of the Organi­
zation realized in its fullest sense.

67. We still do not find the legitimate Govermnent
of China occupying its rightful seat. The withdrawal
of Indonesia from the United Nations has added to our
regrets. Whatever undesirable circumstances may
dictate, it is hoped that this Organization may in the
long run achieve the goal of universality. In this con­
nexion, our hopes are nurtured by the fact that, in
spite of its withdrawal from the United Nations, Indo­
nesia will continue to co-operate with the United
Nations by upholding the principles of international
co-operation.

)
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68. Contrary to the ideas of the pessimists, the
Organization har. been able to prove its usefulness
in the maintenance of international peace and security
by bl'inging about a more desirable situation in cer­
tain areas of grave conflict. For example, the col­
lective action taken by the Security Council in the
India-Pakistan dispute, the courageous intervention of
the Secretary-General, and the wisdom demonstrated
by the Member States involved in accepting the sug­
gestion of the United Nations, have gratified us, not
only because they have led to the prevention of blood­
shed, but also because they have strengthened our
faith in the effectiveness of the United Nations Organi­
zation.

69. Afghanistan has always maintained the policy of
opposing the use of force and violence in any inter­
national dispute. Whatever the future may bring, this
Organization has succeeded in playing a positive and
constructive role on many occasions when no other
source of peaceful solution to existing international
problems was conceivable.

70. In one of the statements made here the hope
was expressed that in this critical year we would see
a revival of the authority of the United Nations, a
renaissance in international endeavour. We share this
hope with Lord Caradon, the representative of the
United Kingdom.

71. I wish to give the strongest expression I can to
our firm faith and confidence in the United Nations
Organization. We feel most gratified that at this
session of the General Assembly we are relieved of
the anxieties with which we were confronted during
the nineteenth session. The great wisdom demon­
strated by the entire membership in realizing the
importance of ·t;he United Nations, in the interest of
mankind, is a great source of encouragement for all
of us who believe that there is no substitute for this
world Organization and that this Organization can
fulfil the aspirations and hopes of mankind only if it
remains effective.

72. I wish to 'express our gratitude for the spirit
of understanding shown by the major Powers, without
which the unanimous agreement essential for a solu­
tion to our difficulties could not have been reached.

73. In my statement at the nineteenth session [1323rd
meeting], I expressed a strong hope-not an easy
thing to do in the circumstances then prevailing-that
the collective wisdom of the international community
would give us no reason to be discouraged and that,
on the contrary, it would give cause to hope for the
increasing strength and effectiveness of the Organi­
zation once it had emerged successfully from its
difficulties.

74. The atmosphere in which the twentieth session
has started is a hopeful one. The maintenance of this
atmosphere should be our first and foremost goal,

75. There is no doubt that the normalization of the
work of the Assembly, which we are happy to see
achieved, is of the greatest importance. But the
elimination of the financial difficulties of the Organi­
zation has yet to be accomplished. The unanimous
consensus of the entire membership of the United
Nations, advocating voluntary contributions by Mem-

bel'S and particularly substantial contributions by
the highly developed countries, should provide us
with strong grounds on which to urge that such cOn­
tributions be made as soon as possible and without
delay. We welcome the most recent appeal made by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations in this
regard. Y

76. The future of peace-keeping operations of the
United Nations is, undoubtedly, of equal importance
to all Members of the United Nations, large and small.
It is our hope that the Assembly, in its consideration
of the report of the Special Committee on Peace­
keeping Operations, will devote special attention to
this problem.

77. As a member of the Special Committee on Peace­
keeping Operations, Afghanistan stated that before
any final recommendations are made, the views of
all Members of the United Nations should guide the
Committee in the fulfilment of its task, as this is a
matter of direct interest to every individual Member
of the Organization. It is our hope that the Assembly
will co-operate in giving this assistance to the organ
that it may decide should undertake the task of the
peace-keeping operations of the United Nations in
the future, with a view to making final and concrete
recommendations to the General Assembly.

78. As we have stated, the key to a resolution of
this matter is agreement. Agreement can be reached
only by finding a common denominator, recognized
and respected by the entire membership, and then
using it only in the interest of the Organization as a
whole, thus avoiding stubborn adherence to rigid
individual positions. Such a common denominator
exists, It is the Charter of the United Nations.

79. The difficulties, however. arise from the fact
that the Charter is open to interpretation, a fact which
is neither new or accidental. Certain provisions of
the Charter were deliberately left vague and thereby
open to interpretation. In fact, it was purposely de­
cided to omit provisions which would place the final
power of interpretation with any definite body. At
all times, however, the implicit understanding re­
mained that strict adherence to the Charter meant
adherence to such interpretations as would be in the
interest of the Organization. Therefore, as we have
repeatedly stated, after so many changes in the world
and ill the Organization only a flexible way of thinking
in the interests of the Organization can lead us to
an agreement which would serve the basic purpose
of strengthening the United Nations.

80. The only point that I would like to emphasize
again at this stage is that all of us agree on the de­
sirability of the United Nations having the capacity
to undertake peace-keeping operations.

81. We also agree that the Security Council has, in
accordance with the Charter, the primary responsi­
bility for the maintenance of international peace and
security. At the same time, no one has denied the
responsibilities and certain functions and powers of
the General Assembly under the Charter.

11 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twentieth session,
Fifth Committee, l066th meeting.
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82. In the consideration of the primary responsi­
bilities of the Security Council, the foremost obli­
gations of its permanent members can neither be
forgotten nor ignored. Moreover, it should be kept
in mind that when the Security Council, and par­
ticularly its permanent members, were granted the
authority of enforcement and a position of privilege,
it was considered to be inconceivable that either the
Council or any of its members would, in. practice,
act contrary to the expressed wishes of the entire
membership of the Organization.

83. As we have stated before, the Security Council
and the General Assembly should be considered com­
plementary organs in the work of the United Nations.
For the harmony referred to in the Charter, between
the various organs of the Organization, to exist in
fact, it is essential that special attention be paid to
bringing about closer relationships between these two
vital parts, the General Assembly and the Security
Council.

84. It is our clear position that, in conformity with
the principle of collective responsibility of all Member
States, the rights of the Assembly should be respected
on matters of assessments and approval of financial
burdens resulting from any peace-keeping operations,
and that the voice of all the Members of the United
Nations should be heard in the choice of methods to
be used for such operations.

85. We, however, are not yet quite convinced that
the new requirements considered to be needed in the
light of all the changes that have taken place since
1945 can be met. This in no way means that we are
denying such changes. But we would like the General
Assembly carefully to consider whether basing itself
on such changes would really bring about more defi­
nite provisions with which the entire membership
could agree under the present circumstances.

86. In all circumstances, the economic and social
conditions in the developing areas of the world remain
realities of paramount importance to us. The work
of the United Nations in this field is just as important
as, and in no way less significant than, its work in
the political arena. Often the activities of the United
Nations in the economic and social fields are over­
shadowed by its political activities. This is unfortunate
because the success or failure of the United Nations
must not be judged, primarily, on its political achieve­
ments. Worthy of equal consideration is its success
or failure in the promotion of effective international
co-operation in the economic, social, cultural and
humanitarian fields.

87. Despite numerous efforts and repeated attempts
to change the regrettable conditions in the developing
countries through international co-operation, the
fact remains that in many respects the situation has
worsened.

88. The first United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development~ was a milestone in the efforts
made by the United Nations towards defining the
tremendous economic and trade problems confronting
the developing countries. At the end of the Geneva

jJ Held in Geneva from 23 March to 16 June 1964.

meeting all of us noted the results of the Conference
with satisfaction, but the implementation of its reso­
lutions fell too short ofthe high expectations cherished
by the developing countries.

89. One of the concrete results of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development was the con­
vening of the conference of plenipotentiaries for the
adoption of a Convention on Transit Trade of Land­
Locked Countries ..£/ As the Assembly is aware, this
Conference adopted a Convention.?J Although this
Convention is not entirely satisfactory in view of the
legitimate aspirations of the land-locked countries,
we consider it as a preliminary step towards achiev­
ing these goals, inasmuch as it might contribute to
the normalization of international trade for the coun­
b'ies which have no access to the sea.

90. The unrestricted right of land-locked countries
is undeniable. Therefore, the transit problems of
these countries should be kept under constant review
by this Organization, particularly the organs of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
with a view to meeting the needs of the land-locked
countries.

91. Afghanistan appreciates the great value of bi­
latel'al arrangements and agreements in the field of
economic development and international co-operation.
We are most grateful to the friendly countries that
have assisted us with our economic development
through unselfish policies of international co-operation
which have made such a9sistance acceptable to us
in the face of our strictly independent policies.

92. In addition, the necessity for efforts to be made
towards multilateral co-operation cannot be ignored.
The United Nations has done an admirable job in this
respect, but unfortunately the implementation of its
resolutions has not received the attention it deserves.

93. As a developing country and as a member of the
specialized agencies, we feel moved to make a state­
ment of gratitude for the work of each of tllese agen­
cies in their respective fields in helping us.

94. In the field of human rights, the United Nations
has been assigned a significant task and an important .
responsibility, Although considerable efforts have
already been undertaken by th~ United Nations in
promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms,
we believe thatthese have not been adequate. We are
convinced that the expansion and intensification of
work in this 'area is necessary, and it is in this
connexion that I welcome the consideration of the
proposal of the Government of Costa Rica for the
establishment of the post of United Nations High
Commissioner for Huwan Rights [A/5963]. Afghanistan
will consider this proposal most favourably.

95. In this connexion, it is for the United Nations as
a whole to respond with a positive and united voice
to the statement made by Ambassador Goldberg when
he said: "In our concern for the rights and freedoms
of nations, we must not neglect the rights and free­
doms of individuals ," [1334th meeting, para. 101.]

9.1 The United Nations Conference on TranSit Trade of Land-Locked
COuntries was held in New York from 7 June to 8 July 1965.

§j TD/TRANSIT/9 and Corr.l.
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96. I cannot leave this rostrum without expressing
a note of gratification on behalf of my delegation in
connexion with the recent visit of His Holiness Pope
Paul VI to this Organization. We were very much
impressed by the sincerity of his message. We assure
him, among other upholders and advocates of peace,
of our love for and dedication to peace on the basis
of our own spiritual convictions. His statement that
the people of the earth should turn towards the United
Nations as the only place of' hope and that this Or­
ganization is the source of the education of mankind
in the ways of peace will always be remembered by
us. It was a special privilege to have joined him in
his prayers for the welfare of mankind.

97. Prince SOUVANNA PHOUMA (Laos) (translated
from French): The Laotian delegation is sincerely
gratified by the election of Mr. Amintore Fanfani as
President of the Assembly and expresses its heartfelt
congratulations to him. These congratulations are all
the more sincere because the Laotian people has not
forgotten the active part played by Italy in the Security
Council when a serious crisis precipitated from the
outside convulsed my country during the summer of
1959. Thanks to qUick acting by the fact-finding and
investigation Sub-Committee set up by the Security
Council [resolution 132 (1959)J, on which Italy, as
well as Japan, Tunisia and Argentina, was repre­
sented, our neighbours' dreams of domination were
thwarted.

98. The problems which are to be considered this
year are extremely important, in view of the inter­
national situation; they have so many dangerous im­
plications that the role of President of the Assembly
at this twentieth session is unusually difficult and his
responsibilities are unusually heavy. But the Assembly
has made its choice and expressed its confidence. Our
delegation sees no need for further compliments in
view of this remarkable demonstration of the con­
fidence and esteem of 117 nations.

99. I must not fail to mention in this connexion the
truly outstanding service given, in the face of great
difficulties, by the President of the Assembly of
the nineteenth session, and the tact, diplomacy and
courage with which he performed his duties during
the past year.

100. We are also happy to welcome the coming of
three new Members, Singapore, the Maldive Islands
and the Gambia, to this Assembly, which is growing
year by year-a healthy sign and a necessary re­
minder of the universality of this institution.

101. I have said that the problems to be considered
this year are extremely important and have very
dangerous implications for the world. This is the
profound conviction of our delegation and also, it
seems, that of other Members of the United Nations.
Never, since the Second World War, has the world
been so close to another catastrophe. Part of Asia
is already ablaze. There is talk of "escalation".
Frontier 'incidents are occurring everywhere. Ultima­
tums are issued with brutal suddenness. Immense
forces of destruction are being held in readiness,
causing incredible damage in countries barely lib­
erated from colonial or feudal subjection, countries
whose poverty-stricken people need bread rather

than cannons. Colonialism is desperately, and some­
times ferociously, fighting to maintain its privileges.
Racial segregation has led to an explosion of despair
and hate. The old imperialisms and the new, more
treacherous and quite as dangerous, manifest them­
selves brazenly. Our country, itself ravaged by war,
subversion and foreign interference, sees with great
distress the growing threat of a general explosion,
which would mean the destruction of us all. Never
has peace been so uncertain, and it is unfortunately
in Asia, between neighbouring and all too often sister
nations, that the fiercest and most deadly battles are
fought.

102. To what are we to attribute this deplorable and
heart-rending situation and why cannot the basic
problems, the fundamental causes of tension and con­
flict be settled in accordance with the principles of
the Charter which we have all accepted, or in ac­
cordance with the spirit and principles of the 1955
Bandung Conference, since, after all, some nations
represented here took an active part in the framing
of these resolutions which, at the time-and it was
such a short time ago-aroused justifiable hopes in
the Asian and African countries?

103. We in our delegation believe, and what is hap­
pening in our country indisputably proves, that
the present state of tension and instability arises
primarily and essentially from the fact that many
countries have not yet fully accepted the principles
on which we have endeavoured to base rules for peace­
ful international relations. We find that national in­
terests, ideological interests, questions of domina­
tion and prestige outweigh, particularly for certain
Powers, any consideration of international co-opera­
tion.

104. We apologize for speaking so frankly but, within
these precincts, there should be no hiding of facts
at the cost of international friendship and the safe­
guarding of world peace. Otherwise the basic problems
continue unabated and, because they are camouflaged,
or approached indirectly, or attenuated by temporary
compromises, they eventually explode and plunge the
world into fear and anguish, as recent events show.
The obvious fact is that, for certain nations which
possess real influence and power-the power that
springs, according to a famous saying, from the
cannon's mouth-national self-interest is still the
chief criterion, the golden rule of politics. The in­
terests of other nations come far behind. They are
flouted, if not crushed, as ours, for example, have
been.

105. It is perhaps time all these policies of direct
or indirect domination were re-examined and the
dreams of hegemony discarded. We in Laos have fought
against imperialism and do not want imperialism in
any other guise, even if it promises heaven on earth.
What we want is respect of our liberty, our sov­
ereignty, our frontiers and our system of government.
We ask to be left in peace to work, as we please, at
"liberating" ourselves. We need no lessons from
anyone to understand the lessons of history and to
meditate on its inexorable advance. We demand the
full, honest and sincere application, by all signatories,
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of the 1962 Agreements 2/which guaranteed-the word
has its grim humour-our neutrality.

106. What do we see instead of a sincere and honest
guarantee? For nearly twenty years, foreign bat­
talions have been using our country as a base to help
the rebels-who are acting on their own behalf and
not on behalf of the Laotian people-to sow ruin and
misery in a country whose traditional peacefUlness
and tolerance are known to everyone. Not content with
intervening in strength in our country, these foreign
troopes use our territory to carry the seeds of sub­
version and violence elsewhere.

107. Despite this, we have laboured to achieve
national concord and havo made many diplomatic and
other concessions without receiving anything in re­
turn, so that Laos has remained a war-torn country
for almost a generation. We can hardly hope for an
improvement in the situation when allourconcessions
have met with nothing but evasion and rejection and
when those who are giving military support to the
Laotian rebels are carrying on another war on our'
doorstep and, in that case also, refusing to make
any concessions or to sit down at the negotiating
table in order to settle the entire problem. Never­
theless, we are still prepared to welcome with open
arms every .Laotian, without distinction of opinion
or origin, into the national community.

108. Unfortunately, since the signing of the Agree­
ments on the neutrality of Laos at Geneva in 1962
we have had from the Pathet Lao no sign of concilia­
tion or co-operation which might enable us to start
our country on the way towards bringing our national
institutions back to normality and re-establishing
peace. The machinery set up under those Agreements
is being blocked by constant and deliberate obstruc­
tion on the part of our opponents. The International
Commission for Supervision and Control, composed
of the representatives of India, Canada and Poland,
has been treated with mistrust and hostility by our
opponents and has not been able to carry out its peace
mission properly. Everything is unsettled, even the
fate of our country.

109. We therefore believe that this twentieth session
of the General Assembly must make anhonestevalua­
tion and adopt resolutions with a firm intent to im­
plement them, and not allow most of the great inter­
national problems to become more acute and more
dangerous from year to year. This does not, of course,
mean that these problems are to be settled without
taking national interests into accouht, and we have
no desire to build a world in the abstract. For States,
as for individuals, earthly needs must be taken into
account. All of us must, however, bear in mind that
the United Nations Charter provides for the uni­
versality of the political world. If we do not take
this into account, none of the fundamental problems
-general disarmament, non-proliferation of thermo­
nuclear weapons, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racial
segregation, the rights of peoples, politicalfreedom­
can be solved and we shall soon revert to the rule
of force, if, indeed, that has not already happened.

ZJ Declaration of the neutrallty of Laos and Protocol, signed on
23 July 1962.

We believe that the example should be given by those
who occupy a dominant position in the world and whose
voice is powerful and deciE'ive. For mankind, this is
a tiiile, not for the rivalries of Powers, but for co­
operation and mutual aid. Many countries represented
in the Asse:nbly have a past history of glory and
renown. What good would it do them to gather a few
more laurels at the e)qJense of peace?

110. The delegation of Laos naturally reserves the
right to explain its position on the items of the agenda
in greater detail as they are talcen up. We shall speak
again of our problems, of the war which is being
forced on us and the foreign interference which feeds
and perpetuates it: we shall have more to say about
the new imperialisms which are trying to subjugate
us. We shall, however, speak of them without losing
sight of the fact that the General Assembly must be
an assembly of "united" nations and we shall never
cease from insisting that the Charter, its spirit and
its provisions, be respected.

111. Our sole intention today has been to make an
urgent appeal called for by the world situation and
in the interests of the future: let us spare our ad­
mirable institution a crisis of incalculable magnitude.
No one here is unaware that there has been talk of a
paralysis of the United Nations. Some countries have
even thought of replacing it by another organization
whose members would be the dissatisfied nations,
the forces called "progressive" or "emerging". We
refuse to consider this possibility, so monstrous
does it seem to us; it would mean dividing the world
into two opposing camps, creating further occasions
for crises and multiplying the risks of a world war.
We must not, however, treat this threat lightly. We do
not wish to see our Organization afflicted by paralysis
or be passive witnesses to its death-throes. We must,
on the contrary, take it into account, in order to save
world peace, overcoming our national and ideological
selfishness, and must review all unresolvedproblems
in a spirit of co-operation and friendship. This will
strengthen the United Nations and the moral princi­
ples it represents will acquire greater force a)1d
weight. For we believe that it ought to be the world's
conscience: that is' why we apply, in settlingproblems,
a moral standard and not selfish interests.

112. In this connexion, the cease-fire agreed upon
by India and Pakistan is a major success for the
United Nations and a personal triumph for Secretary­
General U Thant, to whom we wish to pay a resound­
ing tribute for the decisive role'he has played in this
difficult matter. In the same' .spirit, I should like
officially to express to him my.country's sincere
gratitude for the remarkable work of the Committee
for the development of the Lower Mekong Basin. It
is for this reason also that we believe that this Or­
ganization should not exclude any State or nation,
since human solidarity seems the more necessary
and urgent the more it is threatened.

113. May this twentieth session which has for the
first time heard the highest religious authority of
Christendom malce an appeal that was nobility aml
reason itself, be one of co-operation, mutual as­
sistance and solidarity, and one' during which we shall
come to an understanding in order to create a peace­
ful, friendly and better world. As a Buddhist, I sin-
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cerely hope that his message of peace may be heard
and meditated upon by all those responsible for the
destinies of the world,

114. Mr. VAKIL (Iran): I should like to congratulate
His Excellency, Mr. Fanfani, the distinguished For­
eign Minister of Italy, on his election to the Presidency
of the twentieth session of the General Assembly.
The overwhelming support which he received is a
measuI'e of the high esteem in which he is held. It
was with a feeling of sadness that we learned of the
unfortunated accident he has suffered. I wish to extend
to him our most sincere wishes for a quick recovery,
so that the Assembly may again benefit from his wise
counsel and able leadership.

115. As the representative of a nation which has
made invaluable contributions to the development of
the rule of law and justice, alldas an eminent scholar,
he brings to this high office outstanding qualifications
for the discharge of the Assembly's important func­
tions. In greeting him, I speak in the name of a coun­
try which has maintained the most cordial and friendly
relations with his. In fact, the bonds that link our
two nations are cemented by centuries-old ties of
mutual exhange in culture and learning. New light
was shed on these exchanges by the proceedings of
an international congress held in Rome last April
under the auspices of the Academy of Lincei.

116. As for the exchange of envoys between the two
countries, may I mention that the first emissary from
the Republic of Venice, Katherino Zlmo, was sent to
the Court of Persia in 1470. But, on a lighter note,
allow me to recall that in the yeaI' 1294 the Venetian
Mareo Polo, acting as emissary for Kublai Khan,
carried out the delicate mission of accompanying
from the Court of Pekin to Tabriz Princess Kukachin
-a young beauty-for marriage with Arghun, the then
Monarch of Persia.

117. We meet again in a climactic period of world
affairs and the problems before us are numerous,
complex and far-reaching in importance. Some of
these we know but too well, for they reappear year
after year and we have not yet found solutions for
them. Others are new but fraught with potential danger,
reminding us that the quest for peace is a lengthy
process, demanding renewed and sustained efforts on
the part of us all.

118. We still vividly recall the manner in which this
world Assembly, less than a year ago, was partially
incapacitated by the financial cris is. Fortunately, the
nineteenth session, which began its woI'k under the
shadow of despair, ended on a note of confidence and
hope. However, the therapeutic effect of the shock
we experienced may have pI'oved useful; for, after
all, it made us conscious of how close our Organi­
zation nad been driven to the brink of total ineffec­
tiveness.

119. The United Nations is perhaps far from being
perfect, but it does afford us an opportunity to har­
monize our efforts for peaceful coexistence. It also
opens an avenue for peace t,hrough international co­
operation and is truly our best hope in a world where
lithe instruments of wa:r have far outpaced the instru­
ments of peace ".

120. Having survived this financial crisis, it is our
earnest hope that the Assembly will now regain the
strength and unity it requires for the discharge of
its high functions.

121. In this connexion, I should like to pay a tribute
to His Excellency Mr. Alex Quaison-Sackey, the
President of the nineteenth session of the General
Assembly, for the constructive spirit and objectivity
with which his leadership was instrumental in break­
ing the deadlock. Similarly, I should like to express
to our dedicated Secretary-General U Thant our sin­
cere thanks and appreciation for his guidance and
assistance in helping the United Nations out of ad­
versity.

122. While the financial crisis seems to have been
surmounted for the moment, the underlying causes of
the malady still remain. We must not delude ourselves
into believing that the troubles are all over. On the
contrary, we must take advantage. of the respite we
have gained to get on with the business of taclding the
basic political differences.

123. What appears to be a financial difficulty ham­
pering the work of our Organization is, in fact, a
reflection of a constitutional controversy. It involves
not only the relations between the great Powers, but
also those between the great and the small, and the
future security of all.

124. As the only alternative to war rests in the
development of concerted action through the United
Nations, and as war in this nuclear age could engulf
the small as well as the great, the small should as­
sume their share of responsibility for the maintenance
of peace. The latter's participation in peace-keeping
operations not only conforms with the basic demo­
cratic principle of the need for representation, but
also constitutes an essential factor in the development
of a body of law and general principles governing the
conduct of our relations.

125. Our position as a small State, stemming from
the desire to have a share in ensuring our security
and survival through collective action, as well as
from the recognition of present world realities, is
very clea.r. As we have already stated, we recognize
the primary responsibility of the Security Council in
peace-keeping operations in accordance with Arti­
cle 24 of the United Nations Charter. We also firmly
believe that the General Assembly has its share of
responsibility, which is complementary to that of the
Security Council, in the maintenance of international
peace and security. We further maintain that should
the Security Council fail to act in a given situation
which might threaten the peace, and thereby our
eXistence, we aI'e entitled to act through the General
Assembly. both by law and instinct, and are supported
in our belief by the democratizing process which the
concept of collective security has undergone for the
last twenty years. This position is not only sound,
democratic and just, but also necessary, for the fact
remains that collective security through five-power
co-operation has not materialized during the twenty
years of the existence of the United Nations.

126. Regarding the question offinancing future peace­
keeping operations, we have often expressed the view
that the expenses covering such operations should
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be borne by the entire membership. Moreover, the
scale of assessments for each Member's contribution
should be based upon a number of basic principles,
mainly, the special responsibility of the permanent
members of the Security Council and the financial
ability of the developing countries. We are glad to
note that these views have been incorporated in
the major guidelines contained in the report of the
Secretary-General and the President of the General
Assembly.~

127. The importance we attach to the principle of
collective security on as wide a basis as possible
may be observed not only by our words but also by
our deeds. In the interest of developing an effective
United Nations capacity for keeping the peace, His
Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah has already indicated
that the Iranian Government will hold in readiness a
detachment of the Iranian Army for call to duty under
the United Nations flag. This detachment consists of
one airborne rifle company and supporting elements,
one air group, and a third group composed of super­
visors and liaison officers. Our contribution, though
modest in terms of world situations, is offered at
great national sacrifice, since our resources and
efforts are geared to national development projects.

128. Concurrent with our efforts to make the United
Nations peace-keeping operations effective, we must
also try to revitalize and improve upon the Organi­
zation's procedures for the pacific settlement of
disputes. In this connexion, we welcome the initiative
of the United Kingdom Government in recommending
the inscription of the item on peaceful settlement of
disputes in the Assembly's agenda [A/5964]. A stUdy
of the vast and rich record of the pacific settlement
of disputes of the last twenty years could bring into
sharp focus the strong as well as the weak elements
of our experience, which might help us in improving
the present methods and devising new ones. And this
is of prime importance at a time when the need for
fresh ways and means is being so sharply felt in
solving a new and most threatening crisis.

129. To maintain peace through international co­
operation, either by resorting to peace-keeping opera­
tions or using the method of pacific settlement, is
no longer a matter of hope but of necessity. It is a
matter in which we all have a,role, the great by virtue
of their capacity to promote or destroy such co­
operation, the small by virtue of their susceptibility
to complete annihilation. We all have the responsi­
bility to ensure that our actions completely conform
to the prerequisite for the promotion of the rule of
law as well as justice for all through the various
organs of the United Nations. Can anyone overlook
the law which conflicts with its interests, and at the
same time admonish others for doing so? Can anyone
refuse to implement United Nations resolutions-in
particular those related to international peace and
security-Which are not to its liking, and at the same
time urge others to settle their outstanding disputes
by peaceful means?

130. In this connexion it is befitting to refer to the
Indo-Pakistan armed conflict which is viewed by my

'Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Nineteenth Session,
Annexes, annex no. 21. documents A/5915 and Add.l, annex H.

Government with the gravest concern. For seventeen
years the Kashmir dispute brewed turbulently under
a Security Council-imposed truce, designed to permit
the protagonists to settle their dispute amicably. For
seventeen years the dispute remained deadlocked and
the Security COWlcil's few attempts failed to ensure
the implementation of its own resolutions until the
surface calm was once again shattered.

131. The establishment of a cease-fire between
Pakistan and India at the instance of the Security
Council was a matter of profound relief throughout
the world. However, heartened as we are by the ending
of bloodshed, the United Nations cannot lower its
guard until a lasting settlement is found inaccordance
with the Security Council resolutions. A settlement.
to be durable, must be achieved not on the basis of
political expediency but mainly on the basis of law
and justice: that is, on the basis of the principle of
self-determination, to which both parties had pre­
viously subscri.bed.

132. There are added reasons for the people and the
Government of Iran to be disturbed by the present
conflict between India and Pakistan. We have always
maintained friendly relations with India, and our
cultural ties can be traced to the beginning of history.
With Pakistan we are linked by deep-rooted ties of
brotherhood and religion, which are further cemented
by our partnership in the Central Treaty Organization
and in regional co-operation for development. This
chronic conflict, which diverts precious resources
from the needs of the people and drains the energies
of both sides, serves the interests of no one. and war
will always be an ever-present threat as long as the
quarrel remains unsettled. Therefore, we see no
alternative for the Security Council but to pursue
vigorously the implementation of its own resolutions
as it pledged to do in paragraph 4 of resolution 211
(1965) of 20 September 1965.

133. Last year, before this Assembly [1292nd meet­
ing]. the Foreign Minister of Iran expressed the grave
concern of my Government over the situation pre­
vailing in another troubled area. I refer to the still
unresolved Cyprus problem. In the view of my dele­
gation, in order to reach a lasting and equitable set­
tlement in Cyprus, one should always bear i.n mind
the existence of contractual obligations as well as
the existence of separate commlmities on the island.
No viable sQlutidn of the problem can be conceived
if' the legitimate and legal rights and interests of
both communities are not preserved. In this respect
we should like to reiterate our 'Conviction that safe­
guarding the undeniable rights of the Turkish Cypriots
constitutes a basic condition for a lasting settlement
of the Cyprus question. in conformity with the pur­
poses and principles of the Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. We believe that the
General Assembly's action should, therefore. aim at
helping all parties concerned to reach an agreed
solution through negotiations based on the mutual
interests of the two communities, in line with the
Security Council resolution of 4 March 1964 [186
(1964)].

134. Our preoccupation with the immediate problem
of armed conflict or political disputes should not

)
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deter us from dealing with urgent economic and social
issues of international concern.

135. In today's world one of the vital questions is
that of development. In a century where man is reach­
ing for the stars, all inhabitants of this planet should
be allowed to share equaUy in the expanding wonders
of science, which have captivated man's imagination
and given him the tools for his rapid development.

136. Iran, like many of the nations represented here,
is now engaged in a great battle for development. In
the process we have learned that in this field tradi­
tional means are not sufficient to accomplish the
task. We have had. therefore, no choice but to take
short-cuts by devising methods enabling us to proceed
with much greater speed towards the goal we have set
for ourselves. These methods are embodied in a
charter of great revolutionary reforms enacted by
His Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah, aimed at up­
rooting the very causes of under-development.

137. Archaic ways of farming are disappearing under
the constant pressure of agricultural reform. Moderni­
zation and mechanization of agriculture have received
priority in our development programmes, and major
works have been accomplished throughout our country.

138. However, the task we have set ourselves does
not consist only of changing the physical aspects of
our country by multiplying industries and creating
artificial lakes and dams; it does not consist either
of accelerating production at all levels: but it aims
primarily at shattering the feudal bonds and trans­
forming the relations of men among themselves.
Development for us has a much deeper meaning than
its conventional term implies. The vicious circle of
under-development is, among other things, in our
opinion, a mental state, an obsolete conception oflife.
Accelerated and sustained progress will start only
when 11 profound change takes place in people's outlook,
and this change in turn will generate new ideas and
new expectations. That is where and when the problem
of education appears sharply in a new light and be­
comes of primordial importance, for there cannot be
true development without mass education.

139. As proclaimed in the message of theShahinshah
to this forum:

"A great menace which hampers the good harmony
and just equilibrium of our globe is ignorance, a
terrible evil affecting more than a thousand million
human beings who are thus deprived ofthe enjoyment
of one of man's most fundamental rights: the right
to education." [A/6024.]

140. Fortunately, co-operative efforts in waging war
on illiteracy have recently acquired new momentum.
In response to the Shahinshah's initiative, a UNESCO­
sponsored World Congress of Ministers of Education
on the Eradication of Illiteracy was convened in
Teheran from 8 to 19 September 1965. That highly
successful Congress devised ways and means of
carrying out a world campaign against mass illiteracy.
During the debates the problem of illiteracy on a
world-wide basis, and in all its aspects, was exam­
ined. and the gravity ofthe question was acknowledged.
It was solemnly affirmed that the total eradication of
illiteracy at present constitutes one of the most im­
portant problems in economic and social development.

It was established that illiteracy, which more par­
tioularly affects the developing countries, accentuates
their unfavourable position. Illiteracy, furthermore,
affects not only the people directly involved but the
whole of mankind, whose progress it hinders. This
evil is, therefore, a common disease which concerns
the developed as well as the under-developed countries
and must be fought by the union of all forces, means
and re sources.

141. Among the principles embodied in the resolu­
tions of the Teheran Literacj Congress was the one
stated in the historic appeal of the Shahinshah, ac­
cording to which all Governments should provide
more substantial amounts towards the elimination
of world illiteracy and forgo part of their military
expenditure for this purpose. This principle has al­
ready been put into effect in Iran's successful cam­
paign against illiteracy, mainly through the diversion
of draftees from military service to duties with the
Literacy Corps.

142. My country was gratified to play host to the
World Congress on the Eradication of Illiteracy, for
it is deeply conscious of the importance as well as
the nobility of this task. In this connexion, I should
like to thank the President of the General Assembly,
Mr. Fanfani, for the warm support which he has
given to the message of His Imperial Majesty by
distributing it as an official document [A/6024] and
directing the Assembly's attention to it.

143. The campaign against illiteracy was one of the
points which His Holiness Pope Paul VI specifically
referred to in his statement before the Assembly.
For the United Nations and those Member countries
involved in this campaign it was heartening to hear
His Holiness describe this effort as a magnificent
work which is "deserVing. of everyone's praise and
support, including our own" [1347thmeeting, para. 43].

144. Another heartening trend is the establishment
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and De­
velopment, which during its very brief existence has
made considerable progress. The Trade and Develop­
ment Board has already been created, and a number
of subsidiary bodies have, come into being to deal
with the various aspects of trade and development.
Moreover, the nature and implications of the problem
of international trade and development have been
identified. But the success of our common effort in
closing the ever-widening gap of per capita incomes
between rich and poor nations will depend ultimately
on the co-operation of the developed countries. Their
acceptance of the recommendations of the Conference,
as a beginning, will provide a good basis for the
much needed follOWing-up action.

145. International co-operation on a regional basis
to wrestle with socio-economic ills has also been
increasing rapidly. In our region, for instance, much
has been accomplished by the co-operative efforts of
Turkey, Pakistan and Iran within the framework of
Regional Co-operation for Development (RCD). In
July 1965, the RCD Ministerial Council adopted new
far-reaching measures to further the promotion of
economic and cultural co-operation among the three
countries. Already a number of joint-purpose enter­
prises have been undertaken or are under stUdy in
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the fields oftechnical co-operation, air transportation,
shipping, petroleum, petro-chemicals, tourism, infor­
mation, trade, cultural co-operation, and others.

146. We have not failed to foster better relations
with other neighbouring countries. Let me mention in
this connexion an agreement on economic and tech­
nical co-operation between Iran and the Soviet Union
which was signed early this month. Aside from yielding
concrete advantages in the economic and technical
fields, the agreement, we are sure, will further en­
hance the good relations between the two countries.

147, In the course of 1964, international co-operation
for the total abolition of colonialism, in accordance
with the United Nations Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
has been significant. The Special Committee of Twenty­
four, of which Iran is a member, made a valuable
contribution to the cause of decolonization by holding
meetings in Africa. In addition to obtaining first-hand
information on conditions in colonial Territories, it
inspired greater hope and confidence in the United
Nations interest in and support for the liberation of
people from colonialism.

148. The Iranian Government had the opportunity
earlier in this session of the Assembly to welcome
the Gambia, the Maldive Islands and Singapore to
membership of the United Nations through the voice
of the Chairman of the Japanese delegation [1332nd
meeting]. May I now add my personal greetings and
express my confidence that the United Nations will
benefit from the wisdom these new Members will
impart and the contribution they will make to the work
of our Organization.

149. In conclusion, it is our earnest hope that as the
Assembly's nineteenth session witnessed the turning
of despair into hope, the twentieth session, and those
to follow, will witness the translating of hope into
action. I am confident that, with the co-operative
spirit which marked the end of tpe last session, an
acceptable formula can be found for peace-keeping
operations. While the United Nations capacity to keep
the peace effectively should be strengthened, the
United Nations functional approach to peace must
likewise be reinforced. In this day and age, when
modern science and technology have rendered man's
dream of the conquest of hunger and poverty, disease
and illiteracy, into attainable objectives, we must
redouble our efforts in a concerted attack against
those social ills impeding economic and social de­
velopment. And with good fortune we may be able to
establish a durable peace with justice.

150. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish):
I call on the representative of Pakistan, who wishes
to exercise his right of reply.

151. Mr. ABDULLAH (Pakistan): The Foreign Minis­
ter of India devoted a considerable part of his state­
ment on 12 October 1965 [1358th meeting] to India's
relations with Pakistan. There was nothing new or
original in what he said. Most of his arguments were
foreseen and were rebutted by the Foreign Minister
of Pakistan [1339th meeting] and by Mr. Ayub [1342nd
meeting] and Mr. Amjad Ali [1352nd meeting], who
spoke in this hall earlier in the session. I shall not
weary the General Assembly by going over this well-

trodden ground again. I must, however, deal with the
main thesis of the Indian Foreign Minister with regard
to Kashmir. He said:

"Legally, constitutionally, morally and on the
basis of the will of the people, the State of Jammu
and Kashmir is an integral part ofthe Indian Union."
[1358th meeting, para. 56.]

152. It is difficult for me to convey to the Assembly
the sense of outrage and indignation which these words
create in the mind and heart of a Kashmiri, particu­
larly one whose father, Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah,
has been identified with the freedom struggle in Jammu
and Kashmir for more than two generations. Never­
theless, I shall endeavour to examine the assertions
of the representative of India calmly and objectively,
to place the relevant facts before the Assembly, and
to leave it to Members to come to their own con­
clusion.

153. The Foreign Minister of India claimed that
Kashmir was an integral part of India "legally, con­
stitutionally, morally and on the basis of the will of
the people". We have shown many times, and we are
prepared to put the whole record before this august
Assembly, that it is in law, in morality and in the
will of the people that India's continued occupation of
Kashmir manifestly lacks any basis. Here I can only
briefly recapitulate the main points.

154. As regards the legal basis, India has itself
solemnly stated that the accession of Kashmir is to
be ma'de by the people of Kashmir. Its Government
made it clear that their acceptance of the accession
offered by the discredited Maharajah of Kashmir was
subject to this overriding commitment. This commit­
ment was made in numerous statements of Prime
Minister Nehru and was formally embodied in the
resolution which was adopted by the United Nations
Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP) on Jan­
uary 1949 and which was accepted by India and Pakistan
and endorsed by the Security Council. Paragraph 1 of
this resolution categorically states that:

"The question of the accession of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir to India or Pakistan will be
decided through the democratic method of a free
ano: .impartial plebiscite. 11 2J

155. The convening of the so-called Constituent As­
sembly in Kashmir would not abrogate this solemn
international commitment. The Security Council was
assured by representatives of India that any pro­
nouncement which the Constituent Assembly might
make with regard to the question of accession would
not be binding on India or come inthe way of fulfilling
its international obligations with regard to Kashmir.
The Security Council is also on record that the decla­
rations of the Constituent Assembly on the issue of
accession were not in accord with the UNCIP reso­
lutions and would not bind India, Pakistan or the
United Nations. This was also the position of the
Prime Minister of India, whose statements were
read to the General Assembly on 29 September 1965
by Mr. Ayub [1342nd meeting].

Jj Official Records of the Security Council, Fourth Year. Supplement
for January 1949, document 5/1196, para. 15.
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156. As regards the moral aspect of the case, the
Foreign Minister of India needs to be reminded of
the following declaration that the Prime Minister of
India made on 2 November 1947:

"We have declared that the fate of Kashmir is
ultimately to be decided by the people. That pledge
we have given not only to the people of Kashmir but
to the world. We will not and cannot back out of it."

157. And if this is not enough, let him read again the
statement made by Prime Minister Nehru on 4 June
1951 at a public meeting in Srinagar:

"First of all, I would like to remind you of the
fateful days of 1947 when I came to Srinagar and
gave the solemn assurance that the people of India
would stand by Kashmir in her struggle. On that
assurance, I shook Sheikh Abdullah's hand before
the vast multitude that had gathered there. I want
to repeat that the Government of India will stand
by that pledge, whatever happens. That pledge itself
stated that it is for the people of Kashmir to decide
their fate without external interference. That as­
surance also remains and will continue."

158. Let me also remind the Foreign Minister of
India of the words solemnly uttered by Prime Minister
Nehru in the presence of my father, Sheikh Abdullah,
at the meeting held in Lal Chowk in Srinagar, the
first meeting which they jointly addressed after the
entry of Indian troops into Kashmir in 1947:

"We have come to your help at this critical hour.
Our forces are here simply to defend your country
against the raiders, and as soon as Kashmir is free
from the invader, our troops will have no further
necessity to remain here and you will be free to
determine your future in accordance with your
wishes."

159. They promised us at the time: "We will not
keep our troops here. We will let you determine your
future freely. This accession by Maharajah is nothing
final. If you do not wish to remain with India, we will
not compel you to do so." And now they say, morally
you are an integral part of India.

160. Next comes the question of the will ofthe people.
India's case is that it ascertained the popular will
through the Constituent Assembly and by holding
general elections in Jammu and Kashmir. I have al­
ready dealt with the Constituent Assembly and shown
that according to India itself the Constituent Assembly
was not competent to pronounce on the question of
accession. Let us now consider whether the general
elections in Kashmir reflected the will of the people
on this crucial issue. The way the elections in 1957
and in 1962 were rigged is fully described in the
records of the Security Council. In March 1957, only
eight out of the forty-five seats for the Kashmir
Valley and Ladakh were allowed to be contested with
token opposition. It is not surprising that the world
Press saw through this Indian manceuvre. The Econo­
mist of London of 6 April 1957 called the elections
"a solemn farce". The New York Times of 8 March
1957 commented:

ttThis is not an 'election' in any sense of the word.
The term 'election' means a choice. The Kashmiris
had none. What happened is no credit to India, no

reflection of sentiment among the Kashmiris and
no contribution to a solution ofthis thorny problem."

161. In the so-called elections in March1962, thirty­
four candidates were declared to have been returned
tIDopposed in the Kashmir Valley and Ladakh. For
the remaining eleven seats, the opposition parties
decided to boycott the elections and their unanimous
resolution, reported in The Times of London of 5 Feb­
ruary 1962, stated that "free and fair elections could
not be expected in Kashmir unless political uncer­
tainty was removed by a plebiscite" . Even the political
clique calling itself the Democratic National Con­
ference, which was the party of Mr. G. M. Sadiq, the
present puppet Chief Minister of Indian-occupied
Kashmir, stated, as reported in The Statesman of
Delhi of 23 March 1962, that "the whoe election was
false".

162. This is how India claims to have ascertained
the will of the people of Kashmir. Even before this
farce was enacted twice, Kashmir had already been
converted into a police state. As Sheikh Abdullah
stated. during his brief period of freedom from cap­
tiVity in 1958, and I quote his statement of 17 February
1958:

"The front rank members of the Constituent As­
sembly were put in prison and debarred from par­
ticipating in the proceedings of the House. Those
who were not in prison were forced into submission

, by threats of persecution and imprisonment, and
irresistible temptations were thrown their way.

"The fact cannot be ignored that, before the Con­
stitution was finalized. the Leader of the House was
arrested under a deeply-laid conspiracy, and when
the masses protested against this illegal and un­
constitutional act, a reign of terror was let loose
and hundreds of men, women and children were shot
down in cold blood, and this continued for months
together.

"A period of four years was spent in making the
members of the Assembly toe the line of the coup­
stagers. Members who did not submit were kept in
jail and the Constitution was declared to have been
finally adopted.

"Even though in detention, yet led by national
interests, I tried to warn from time to time all
concerned against the dangerous consequences of
allowing the Constituent Assembly to be used for
group conflicts of the National Conference. In a
telegram, on 30 September 1953, I asked the Presi­
dent of the Constituent Assembly to allow me to be
heard by the Assembly before the vote of confidence
in the coup-stagers was considered.

"Then again, when the Constitution was going to
be finalized on 16 August 1956, I wrote to the Presi­
dent of the Assembly and said:

'''By the action of 9 August 1953, as well as by
the long record of black deeds in and outside the
House, the present Government and the Assembly
have completely forfeited the confidence of the elec­
torate and they no longer represent the political
and economic aspirations of the people. It will be
the height of treachery if such a body sits to frame
a fundamental law for the people and their future
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generations. Nothing can be a worse betrayal of
thejr aspirations. I feel, therefore. duty botuld to
ask you to desist from such a course of action.'"

163. This will give the Assembly some idea of the
causes of my father's disillusionment with India. For
a man who had been a staunch nationalist all his life,
a personal friend of Pandit Nehru, who condemned
bigotry and fanaticism, and under whose leadership
Kashmir remained untainted with any religious strife,
it could not be but a wrench and a deep crisis to raise
the banner of revolt against Indian occupation of
Kashmir. Much though he loved the principles of
secularism, he could not tolerate that, under their
cloak, India should throttle the aspirations of the
people of Kashmir, separate them from their brethren
in Pakistan and hold them in bondage. He warned
Mr. Nehru from 1952 onwards that India was following
a disastrous policy in Kashmir and that, if it reneged
on the promise of a fair and impartial plebiscite, it
would forfeit all claims to the respect and sympathy
of the people of Kashmir as well as the people of the
world. When in 1953 he publicly stated his view that
the future of India, Pakistan and Kashmir could not
be secure without an honourable settlement of the
Kashmir dispute, he was deposed and put in gaol. For
a long time no legal proceedings were brought against
him. When a case was filed, it dragged on for several
years. Finally, Sheikh Abdullah was acquitted in1964,
but his freedom was short-lived. Since early this
year he has been kept in detention without trial. And
yet the Foreign Minister of India has the cheek to
talk to us about the morality of India's position in
Kashmir.

164. This story of Kashmir's continuing rebellion
has been only partially known to the world. As the
Revolutionary Council of Kashmir said in its Procla­
mation of 10 August 1965, in these eighteen years of
Indian occupation, "every day that has passed has
been a day of misery and every night a night of crime".
Through the long years in which the Security Council
has remained oblivious of the situation in Kashmir, of
its cruelty and its menace, the people of Kashmir have
not forgotten the pledge that was given to them by the
United Nations.

165. During these long years, India has levelled
charges against Pakistan and invented ever-new
excuses for evading its solemn obligation to let the
people of Kashmir decide their future under the aus­
pices of the United Nations. The variety of its pretexts
is bewildering. When in 1953 Pakistan entered into a
defence pact with the United States, India pleaded that
Pakistan's collusion with the United States justified
India's holding Kashmir in bondage. Today it pleads
Pakistan's "collusion" with China as reason enough
to thwart an equitable settlement of the Kashmir dis­
pute. Originally. in 1947, it had pledged that as soon
as law and order was restored in Kashmir, the plebi­
scite would be held. Later, when more normal con­
ditions prevailed, it argued that the plebiscite would
upset the peace and tranquillity of the State. Originally
it had argued that Kashmir should not automatically
become a part of Pakistan merely because both are
predominantly Muslim, and that the secular way would
be to decide Kashmir's future by a plebiscite. Later
it argued that a plebiscite-the most democratic

method conceivable-would upset India's secularism.
There is no conceivable change in power alignments,
no turn of the situation in Kashmir, which India does
not seek to exploit for dishonouring her commitment
regarding Kashmir.

166. I noticed that the Foreign Minister of India
made a special bid on Tue sday for the sympathy of
Asian and African Powers. After having sabotaged
the Asian-African Conference in Algiers, India has
every need to try to rehabilitate itself in African­
Asian esteem. But the Foreign Minister of India
showed small respect for the intelligence of African
countries when he tried to play upon the fear of the
fragmentation of neWly-independent States. Let me
remind the Foreign Minister of India that, as far as
Kashmir is concerned. it is vain for India to try to
make common cause with any other State. Is there
any neWly-independent State here that has entered
into a solemn international agreement that the people
of a territory will be enabled to exercise their right
of self-determination and then has sought unilaterally
to repudiate that agreement? Is there any newly­
independent State, from Asia and Africa, that holdS
a country against its declared will? Is there any Asian
or African state that bases its claim on any territory
on a clear defiance of its obligations to the United
Nations? In its stand on Kashmir, legally hollow and
morally discredited, India should not seek company
among Asian and African Powers. If India needs
company, we can suggest to it where to find it. India
can find company among colonialists, who, happily,
are a dwindling number. It is they who plead the
excuse that they are building multiracial and multi­
religious societies and that the self-determination of
a territory would result in their disintegTation. If
Kashmir's deliverance from Indian tyranny should
result in India's dismemberment, then, it is obvious,
India lacks the essential cohesion of nationhood. In
that case, Kashmir or no Kashmir, the Indian State
is bound to collapse like a house of cards and no
props from abroad will keep it steady for long.

167. My delegation has already given to the Assembly
a full account of what happened in Kashmir in August
1965. This revolt was the culmination of the struggle
for the self-determination of Kashmir which originally
started in 1951 and which gained urgency andmomen­
tum in 1964. I shall not repeat this account here except
to say that as the Foreign Minister ofIndia was speak­
ing before the Assembly the people of Kashmir were
giving the lie to everyone of his statements here.
The Assembly will appreciate that, in the reign of
terror which India has let loose in Kashmir, it is
only an enterprising foreign observer who can pene­
trate through the cordon of the police and the army.
reach the people and find the truth. But some truth
about the uprising in Kashmir has begun to be re­
ported in the world Press, and I would beg the As­
sembly to give attention to it.

168. Let me quote first from the dispatch in the
London Daily Telegraph, of 12 October 1965, by Rawle
Knox:

"The Indian politicians who are now travelling the
globe to explain their country's position onKashmir
would have been well advised to start with a trip
to Srinagar.
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"There they would have found students shouting
pro-Pakistani slogans, police being pelted with
stones and retaliating with rifle-fire. a couple
of exploding hand-grenades and some mysterious
house-burnings. Over the weekend after the general
strike by all Srinagar Muslims, leading opposition
politicians were arrested. Not all this could be
learned in Delhi, because Srinagar has a tight cen­
sorship of its own.

"The 'Plebiscite Front' is as active and vocal as
ever in demanding self-determination... Opposition
leaders boast, with truth, that the Pakistani infil­
trators would never have managed to remain hidden
so long without the backing of the local populRce...
[The] deeper bitterness against India... partly is
due, according to the opposition, to the Indian Army's
practice of burning down the houses of those alleged
to have harboured the Paki~~ani maguis. Mostly,
I suspect, it is due to a deepened sense of frus­
tration."

169. The correspondent talks of lIvast sums of money
India squanders on Kashmir to line so many political
pockets", and says: "Srinagar's students are now
in open revolt".

170. The second report is filed by the foreign editor
of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, fromSrinagar,
on 10 October 1965:

"Ten thousand people, mainly students, have taken
part in demonstrations on Saturday alternoon. During
this demonstration, the demand for plebiscite was
repeated. According to reliable sources, there have
been twenty-two casualties in this encounter. Indian
authorities say that there have been no casualties.
Twenty-four hours' complete curfew has been im­
posed upon Muslim districts ofSrinagar. The picture
which Delhi is giving of the situation in Kashmir,
at least as far as it concerns Srinagar, is corn:"
pletely wrong. Already before this weekend, every
day there were several outbreaks led by students,
directed against Indian authorities and for a plebi­
scite. At least 30,000 policemen and soldiers have
turned Srinagar into a huge army camp. All Muslim
shops have been closed; also taxi and bus drivers
are on strike. About 400 people have been arrested
in all... The last few nights several houses were
burnt down. The Indian public have until now not
been informed about happenings in Kashmir. The
bitterness in Kashmir's population is only growing
day by day."

171. According to ';I'he Financial Times, London, of
8 October 1965, Mr. Dhar, the Kashmir Home Minis­
ter, said there was evidence that some "Pakistani
infiltrators" had sought hiding-place in towns and
were continuing "subversive activities". What this
means in reality can be judged from the report of the
correspondent of the British Broadcasting Corporation
of 12 October that the slogans of the demonstrating
students are: "We demand a plebiscite" and "Long
live the guerrillas".

172. The same correspondent quotes Maulana
Masoodi, a prominent leader of Kashmir, as saying
that guerrilla warfare is in full SWing throughout
the State and gaining momentum day by day. "Some
people", the correspondent states, "see the guerrillas

as knights in shining armour. Among these are two
of the important leaders of the opposition". The report
adds: "They told me that in fact guerrilla operations
had only just started and were going to grow. They
argued that only Kashmiri freedom fighters were
involved. 11

173. Another report from the BBC correspondent
in Srinagar on 12 October said: "Students and general
public are still demonstrating for a plebiscite in
Kashmir and, to crush them, forces are indulging
in acts of arson and terrorism. "

174. The enormity of India's repression and ter­
rorism in Kashmir is still not known in the world
outside. In August this year, Indian troops burnt down
the town of Mandi and its twelve villages, including
Azamabad, Meher Kot and Bedar Balnoi in Poonch.
Three families of Muslims in Bedar Balnoi were burnt
alive in their houses and about twelve Muslims were
shot down by Indian troops in cold blood in the presence
of their families. At least thirty villages in the Rajouri
area were burnt by the Indian Army. Altogether.
60,000 Kashmiri Muslims have been forced to flee
across the cease-fire line. The entire Batamaloo
suburb of Srinagar, inhabited by Muslims, was set
on fire and razed to the ground. A number of its in­
habitants were burnt alive by the Indian Army. It was
a well-known Indian humanitarian, Miss Mirdula
Sarabhai, who testified that in the guise of taking
action against the so-called "infiltrators", the Indian
Army had turned upon the entire Muslim population
of the occupied territory and perpetrated atrocities
on them. Indian Army messages which have been
intercepted indicate that orders have been given for
the destruction of entire villages. In one such mes­
sage, of 28 Sept~mber, the order was: "Civilians
should be killed but property shall not be destroyed."

175. These actions of the Indian military match the
atrocities that the Nazis committed in occupied ter­
ritories in the last war. This wholesale destruction
and laying waste of villages in Kashmir and the
shooting in cold blood of the inhabitants brings back
memories of Lidice in Czechoslovakia, which the
Nazis destroyed and whose population was shot in
1942 for their alleged harbouring of partisans. And
yet India continues to say that it is a democracy
wedded to the ideals of peace, brotherhood and justice.

176. This is the picture of K~shmir today. It needs
no comment or explanation from me. The more distant
it is allowed to grow from the eyes of the United
Nations, the less chance is there for this Organization
to achieve a real and viable solution of the Kashmir
dispute. The fabric of peace can be built only on
human realities and not on the quicksands of expe­
diency or abstraction. As we, the people of Kashmir,
are going through our travail, we wonder how long
the Unite9- Nations, being an Organization of people
like us, can remain insensitive to it and still hope
for even a semblance of peace.

177. I have tried to place before the Assembly the
salient facts with regard to Kashmir and to expose
the hollowness of India's stand. I have not tried to
give vent to the pent-up feelings of the downtrodden
people of Kashmir or to give expression to their
wrath against their Indian oppressors. How could

,
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I help the representatives assembled in this hall to
see in their mind's eye the scene that is now being
enacted in Srinagar and in every town, village and
hamlet of Kashmir? How could I transmit to them the
rising voice of Kashmir's protest? How could I help
them to know and register the fact that the people of
my tormented land are daily giving a testimony, in
word and in deed, in language and in silence, in tears
and in blood, that they are not willing to be held in
servitude by India, that they have an indiViduality and
soul of their own which is being smothered by India,
and that they will not suffer a betrayal of the pledge
that was given to them by India, by Pakistan, and,
above all, by the United Nations, that they shalt be
enabled to decide their future for themselves?

178. Does the United Nati0ns clearly visualize the
human reality of the situation in Kashmir? If it does,
then we are confident that no amount of sophistry by
India, no show of defiance on its part, no calculations
of expediency on the part of others, will succeed in
delaying a just settlement of the Kashmir dispute.
But if this reality is remote from this Organization,
then the Charter prescribes the method of inquiry
and investigation as one of the means of resolving
international situations which endanger the peace. The
Pakistan delegation hereby proposes that an impartial

Litho in U.N.

commission of investigation be sent immediately to
Jammu and Kashmir in order to examine the situation
throughout the State, to obtain the evidence of the
acknowledged leaders of the people of Kashmir and
to report its findings to the Security Council or the
General Assembly.

179. If there is even an iota of truth in India's al­
legations that there is no uprising in Kashmir against
the Indian occupation and that the people do not demand
the plebiscite which has been promised to them, then
there is no earthly reason for India to reject this
proposal and thus to spurn a unique opportunity of
having its statements confirmed. 1 challenge the
Foreign Minister of India to react to this fair offer
from us here and now.

180. I have one last thought. At the entrance to the
New York World's Fair appear thc following words
of President Abraham Lincoln:

"Those who deny freedom to others deserve it
not for themselves, and, under a just God, cannot
long retain it. n

181. I hope it is not too late for India to read the
writing on the wall.

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m.
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