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Introduction

1. The UK has a proud tradition of defending andnmting human rights in the UK
and across the world. These issues always haighglofile in the UK, attracting a lively
public and media debate. The Government welcofriesiebate as it helps build a shared
understanding of the human rights framework andyrmme in the UK and ensures the
issues are always in the collective consciousness.

2. On entering Government in May 2010, the UK Qamlireaffirmed its commitment
to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECH#) @mmitted to promote a better
understanding of our human rights obligations amdl diberties. The work of the
Commission considering the case for a UK Bill ofjiks demonstrates this as does our
partnership work with our national human rightstilnsions and civil society. Looking
beyond our own shores, the fact that we have mad®h rights the overarching theme of
our Chairmanship of the Council of Europe speakst$elf.

3. But it is not just our own ambitious human riglagenda that is important. The
Government believes that the UK must always be etivea member of the global
community, promoting our national interests whilansling up for the values of freedom,
fairness and responsibility. This means workingaasonstructive member of the United
Nations, NATO and other multilateral organisationsluding the EU, the Council of
Europe and the Commonwealth; working to promotbikityaand security; and pushing for
reform of global institutions to ensure that theffact the modern world.

4. The report demonstrates the progress we have siade the last review; there is
much to be proud of. But it also acknowledges sawlaere there is room for improvement
and more to be done. The Government welcomesiisgratt its record — there is no better
safeguard of rights than the kind of open dialotiigeUPR process offers.

Methodology and consultation process

5. The United Kingdom'’s national report covers thetropolitan area of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (uding the devolved administrations of
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland), the Unitedglom’s Crown Dependencies, and
the Overseas TerritoriesThey have all been involved in the draftingli§treport.

6. In the process of producing the report, the Ubv&nment (‘the Government’) has
formally consulted the three established Nationairtdn Rights Institutions (NHRI) and a
broad range of non-governmental organisations. sQGitation took place at an early stage
of drafting, with engagement events in London ardinBurgl. The report structure
reflects feedback from stakeholders. It focusesupdates on implementation of the
recommendations accepted by the UK at its lasterevand significant developments,
achievements and challenges since 2008. It shHmilcbad in conjunction the UK’s mid-
term updaté

Human rights protections

National Human Rights Institutions

7. A third NHRI, the Scottish Human Rights Comnoss{SHRC} was established in
2008 (in addition to the Equality and Human Rightsmmission (EHRC) and the Northern
Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHRE))It exists to promote and protect the human
rights of everyone in Scotland in relation to thosatters that are the responsibility of the
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Scottish Parliameht The NIHRC was given ‘A’ status by the ICC in 20@6e EHRC in
2009 and the SHRC in 2010. The SHRC currentlyrsttae European Group of NHRIs.

The European Convention on Human Rights and the timan Rights Act 1998

8. The Government remains committed to giving éffedhe ECHR in domestic law.
However, we think it is important to look at howrhan rights are protected in the United
Kingdom to see if things can be improved in a waat reflects our traditions. To this end,
a Commission was established in March 2011line€estigate the creation of a UK Bill of
Rights that incorporates and builds on all our glaliions under the ECHR, ensures that
these rights continue to be enshrined in UK lawg @motects and extend our liberties.”
The Commission will report by the end of 2012.

Reform of the European Court of Human Rights

9. The UK currently holds the Chairmanship of themnittee of Ministers of the

Council of Europe. The UK'’s top priority is reforof the European Court of Human
Rights. The Court has 150,000 pending individuglligptions. The aim is for the Court to
be able to respond to applications that it recetygiskly and efficiently, to ensure the 47
States parties observe their obligations under BG#iR. This involves increasing the
Court’s processing capacity, and ensuring that gmypmesponsibility for implementing the
Convention is focused at the national level.

International Treaty commitments

10. The UK strives to comply with all its humanhig obligations ecommendation
17). We have ratified two further international tieat the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (June 2009) and the CibwofcEurope Convention on Action
Against Trafficking in Human Beings (December 2008, force ' April 2009).
Implementation ofrecommendation 12to reflect upon and consider setting a date for
signing the Convention Against Enforced Disappeeaearns ongoing The UK has
implementedecommendation 23and considers itself fully compliant under the BIER.

Other Protections

Equality Act 2010

11. The Government implemented the majority of ihevisions of the Equality Act 1
October 2010. The Act consolidates anti-discrimiomalaw in Great Britain. It prohibits
direct and indirect discrimination, harassmenttimicsation and other specified conduct,
with certain exceptions permitted as lawful whepprapriate. It protects people from
discrimination through the nine ‘protected charasties’. age, disability, gender
reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, peagy and maternity, race, religion or
belief, sex and sexual orientation. It also inelsid new integrated Public Sector Equality
Duty (in force 5 April 2011) which requires pubbodies to have due regard to the need to
eliminate discrimination; to advance equality ofpopgunity and foster good relations
between different people when carrying out thetiviaes. The Equality Duty is enforced
by the ECHR.

Scotland

12.  The public sector equality duty in the Equafist 2010 is supported by regulations
which set a framework to enable better performarfdbe duty. The Scottish Government
has consulted on proposals and intends to makel&e&ms in 2012.
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Wales

13. The Equality Act 2010 (Statutory Duties) (WalBggulations 2011 came into force
6 April 2011. Engagement, involvement and consioitatwith stakeholders is a
fundamental requirement of the Duties.

Freedom of Information

14. The Government is committed to the Freedonmfafrination Act 2000 (FOIA). An
extension of FOIA to additional public authoritie®k place in 2011 with work on further
extensions ongoing. FOIA is key to the Governmenitter Transparency Agenda through
which a wealth of information is being made avd#ab The increased accountability it
brings is also important to the Government's worgrotect civil liberties.

15. Scotland has its own equivalent legislatioe: freedom of Information (Scotland)
Act 2002. The Scottish Government is consultingleanges to that legislation.

Achievements, best practices, challenges andrtstraints

Rights and responsibilities

Rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and freedoof association

16. Peaceful protest is a vital part of a democrsiciety and has a long and respected
tradition in the UK.

17.  The provisions in the Public Order Act 1986egithe police powers to manage
assemblies and marches to minimise public disordéhe Police Reform and Social
Responsibility Act 2011 ensures that the right ém-wiolent protest around Parliament is
protected, while introducing provisions to dealwihe harms caused by encampments and
other disruptive activities on the limited areaPafrliament Square.

18. The use of containment by police at demonsinatiis an operational matter for

Chief Police Officers. We support the targeted praportionate use of containment as a
key police tactic to manage risks of violence afgbmier at protests and the policing
efforts to use containment in a way that minimighe impact of those protesting

peacefully.

The 2011 Riots

19. In August 2011 a number of towns and citiesEimgland, including London,
Birmingham, Manchester, Salford, Nottingham andekpool experienced four nights of
civil unrest. After the riots the Government initid a number of investigations into aspects
of the disorder, including policing, the involven@fi young people, and the experiences of
victims.

20. The causes and handling of the riots have babjected to intense Parliamentary
scrutiny through debates and Questions. The HorferAfSelect Committee’s inquiry has
gathered evidence from a wide range of witnesspsdparing its recently published report,
entitledPolicing Large-scale Disordér

21.  We are clear that the public order policingptese needs to be fully effective.That
is why the Home Secretary asked Her Majesty’s lospate of Constabulary (HMIC) to

review the police response to the disorder. HMIGdpced a wide-ranging and detailed
report that is now being taken forward by the Gawsent and the police service as a
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whole. We are committed to ensuring that the l@rgatlessons are shared across the police
service and their partners in local areas.

The Leveson Inquiry

22.  On 13th July 2011, the Prime Minister annountted Lord Justice Leveson would

chair an Inquiry into phone hacking following reatbns that the News of the World may
have routinely paid private investigators to hauk ivoicemail messages of celebrities and
of other people involved in high profile news stsri

23.  Lord Justice Leveson will make recommendationthe autumn for a regulatory
regime to make certain of an ethical media. Detailsbe made public. We will continue
to ensure that any action is transparent and ptiopate, and meets our commitments to
freedom of expression.

Defamation Bill

24.  Concerns have arisen about the detrimentattsfidat the current law on libel is
said to have on freedom of expression. In respoosthese concerns, the Government
published a draft Defamation Bill in March 2011 farblic consultation and scrutiny by a
Parliamentary Committee. The draft Bill seeks tewa that a balance is struck, so that
people who have been defamed are able to takenaotjorotect their reputation, but so that
freedom of expression is not unjustifiably impedegl actual or threatened libel
proceedings.

25.  Consultation on the draft Bill closed in Jutd 2, and the Committee published its
report in October. The Government is considerirgg @ommittee’s recommendations and
the responses to consultation with a view to intmidg a substantive Bill when
Parliamentary time allows.

Social media and regulation of the internet

26. The Government believes that human rights areetsal and, in principle, apply
with equal force on-line as they do off-line. Wdidee that the internet should be open,
accessible to all, and be based on the free exehafnigeas and information. We support a
self-regulatory model for internet governance, ek governments, industry and users of
the internet work together in a collective endeavou

27. We believe the balance must be in favour obkmg innovation and the sharing of
information to facilitate economic and social bétsefrather than imposing restrictions that
risk stifling these benefits.

28.  Although social media and mobile phones weredu® organise disorder and

criminality during the riots in 2011 we are not lsag additional powers to close down

social media networks. Social media were also bgetie emergency services, by innocent
people and by police, and were instrumental inding communities together and helping
to organise clean-up operations in the aftermathefiots.

Super-injunctions

29. Concerns have arisen about the use of injumtio prevent confidential or private
information about individuals from entering the paldomain. Anonymised injunctions
restrain publication of information which conceithe applicant, and do not disclose the
names of either or both of the parties to the pedoeys. The term “super-injunction”
describes an injunction which additionally forbttie press to reveal that such an injunction
has been issued.
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30. A judicial report in May 2011 on the use ofdfenjunctions provided detailed
procedural guidance for the courts and the pattiegigation. It emphasised that super-
injunctions are now only being granted for veryrsiperiods where secrecy is necessary to
enable service of the order, and indicated thateathere may be rare circumstances where
the grant of a super-injunction for a longer perisdustified, in any such case the order
must be kept under active and close scrutiny by tht.

31. A Parliamentary Committee is considering isgedsting to privacy and injunctions
and is due to report by 15 March 2012.

Welfare Reforms

32. The Government is committed to reforming thedfi¢ system and aims to make it
fairer, more affordable and better able to tacklvepty, worklessness and welfare
dependency. The Welfare Reform Bill introduces aewnrange of reforms to make the
benefits and tax credits system fairer and simplercreating the right incentives to get
more people into work by ensuring work always paystecting the most vulnerable in our
society; and delivering fairness to those claintiegefits and to the tax payer.

Legal Aid Reforms

33. The Government’s reforms to legal aid in Endland Wales are set out in the Legal
Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders BilRGPO). Since its establishment in

1949, the scope of the legal aid scheme has exgaesiderably and is now available for

a very wide range of issues, including those foictwihegal expertise should not be needed
— putting considerable pressure on the legal aid.fu

34. The current reforms focus on what categoriesiwf legal aid funding should be
available, to ensure access to public funding ios¢hcases that really require it, the
protection of those most in need of advice andstaste, the efficient performance of our
justice system and compliance with our national iatefnational legal obligations.

35.  We strongly believe that access to justice mlémark of a civilised society. The
proposals seek to deliver substantial savings, faira balanced and sustainable way, by
encouraging people to resolve their problems withecourse to the courts where possible,
using alternatives to the courts where they arecéffe, and thereby reserving court
resources for the most serious cases.

Scotland

36. The Scottish Government reformed legal aid 41212 in response to financial
pressures, whilst preserving access to justices Whs achieved by reducing fees in some
areas whilst maintaining reasonable remuneratigndéveloping alternative models of
provision and by removing anomalies in the currgygtem and cutting out unnecessary
spends.

Northern Ireland

37. During 2011-12 the NI government made a nundfechanges to legal aid to
improve governance and forecasting and to achietterbvalue for money, while ensuring
that fair and effective access to justice was naaied. The Minister of Justice also
commissioned a wide-ranging review of Access totideisin Northern Ireland, which

reported in September 2011 and made 159 recomniensldd improve access to justice
and the administration of the legal aid systemis Teport will form the basis of a further
reform programme to be taken forward in future gear
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Prisoner Voting Rights

38. In 2005, the Grand Chamber of the European tGafuHuman Rights (ECtHR)
found in the case dflirst v UK (No 2)that the UK’s blanket ban on serving prisoners
voting was in contravention of Article 3 of the §iProtocol of the ECHR (right to free and
fair elections). Thé&reens and MT v UKudgment, which became final on 11 April 2011,
set a deadline of six months for the UK to bringward legislative proposals to end the
blanket ban.

39. The Grand Chamber is currently considering t@mtwextent the ECHR requires
prisoners to be given the right to vote in theidtalprisoner voting rights casgcoppola
(No.3) v Italy We will consider thescoppolajudgment (expected this year) before setting
out the next steps on prisoner voting.

Justice and security

Reducing overcrowding in prisons

40. The Government is committed to providing sdfsgent and secure places for those
in custody (ecommendation 1which the UKacceptedin 2008). There are two measures
of estate capacity; certified normal accommodati®runcrowded capacity; operational
capacity is the maximum capacity based on publisttedmmodation standards, as well as
the provision and operation of appropriate regiraeilities and the needs of order and
control. Operational capacity is set carefully lepisr prison managers, taking all of the
above into account. Those prisons whose operatioaphcity is higher than certified
normal accommodation are operating with crowdedlitmms.

41. Prisons are not expected to operate above dpeirational capacity, which ensures
the provision of safe and decent accommodation thadoperation of suitable regimes.

Despite the steep rise in the prison populatiorezent months, no prisons are operating
above their operational capacity.

42. We need to make considerable savings in p@penditure in the coming years
and will not be in a position to provide the adutithl places required to eliminate crowding.
However, we remain committed to providing safe,e¢@nd secure custody places.

43.  This sits beside our plans in the LASPO Bilirtsoduce more effective sentencing
and rehabilitation policies and break the destwactiycle of crime. This includes plans for
reforming sentencing, which, if successfully impated are expected to stabilise the
prison population over the coming 4 years.

Scotland

44.  The Scottish Government is building new prisand renovating existing facilities.
HMP Low Moss opens in March 2012 and constructidh start on HMP Grampian later
in 2012, easing overcrowding in the short to medienm. We have also introduced a
range of reforms to further reduce prison overcrioagidincluding the Community Payback
Order as well as presumption against short senéence

Northern Ireland

45.  The Northern Ireland Prison Service has creatktitional accommodation capacity
to meet the needs of its inmates and there is arriatate Review programme underway.
The out-working of this review will deliver additial cellular accommodation at a number
of locations.
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Length of pre-trial detention

46. In 2008, the UK acceptedcommendation 19that pre-trial detention should never
be excessivand continue to ensure that this is the case. nglaad and Wales suspect
who has been charged with an indictable offenceahé@ght to bail under the Bail Act 1976,
but may be remanded in custody where one or moxeefgtions to bail’ are present. The
most important of these are that there are sulistayrbunds for believing that if released
on bail the defendant would: fail to return to dpwommit an offence; or interfere with
witnesses or otherwise obstruct the course ofgesti

47.  The period for which a defendant remanded storly may be detained is governed
by custody time limits which limit the time whichay elapse between first appearance and
start of trial to 56 (or in certain cases 70) diyscases being tried summarily, and to a
total of 182 days for cases tried on indictmente Timits may be extended by the court on
application, provided there is a good and sufficieause for so doing and that the
prosecution has shown allue diligence and expedition. When the custody tlimét
expires, the defendant must be released on bail.

Scotland

48. In Scotland, bail decisions are entirely a eraftbr the Court to make based on the
information available at the time. All crimes dailable and there is a presumption in
favour of bail, except for stipulated serious cramavhere the accused has previous
convictions for similar crimes. A system of govange exists for the period of time

defendants are retained in custody pre-frial.

Northern Ireland

49. In NI, there is a presumption in favour of baild remand decisions are wholly a
matter for the independent judiciary. The Northemland Law Commission is currently
reviewing the law on bail and we expect a reporthis in the summer. The DOJ is also
working to speed up our justice system and to ensghiat pre-trial detentions are not
excessive, as part of this the Minister recentlyoamced the introduction of statutory time
limits within the lifetime of the current Assembly.

Right to legal representation

50. In 2008, the Ukaccepted recommendation 30 enshrine in legislation the right of
access of detainees to a lawyer immediately af¢erdion and not after 48 hoyrahich
referred to the situation in Scotland before 2016.Scotland, an immediate right of access
to a lawyer in non-terrorist cases was establishgdthe Criminal Procedure (Legal
Assistance, Detention and Appeals) (Scotland) Ad02 In non-terrorist cases, the period
of pre-charge detention in Scotland is limited ® Hours under the Criminal Procedure
(Legal Assistance, Detention and Appeals) (Scojlafsct 2010. This period can be
extended a further 12 hours by a senior policeeffin certain circumstances related to the
investigation.

51. In non-terrorism cases in England and Walesetls a right to consult a solicitor

privately at any time following arrest and entryoirpolice custody (see section 58 of the
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, and the agzanying code of practice Code C).
However, provision of this right may exceptionddg delayed by up to 36 hours but only if
authorised by a senior police officer on limitedognds, including on the basis that
providing immediate access would lead to interfeeewith or harm to evidence.

52.  Schedule 8 to the Terrorism Act 2000 and PAQ@ECH apply to persons arrested
under section 41 of the Act and provide for similghts to those provided to individuals
arrested under PACE. These include the right te@lbm solicitor privately and as soon as
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reasonably practicable and the right not to be letmmunicado. Schedule 8 also
provides that the right to access legal advice iaydelayed where there is reason to
believe that its immediate provision will lead tmamber of consequences. These include
interference with the gathering of information abdbe commission, preparation or
instigation of acts of terrorism, or tipping offhers who may have been involved in an act
of terrorism. Any such delay must be authorisedalsenior police officer and may not in
any case be delayed beyond 48 hours. Note alsoeitaptionally, a direction may be
made under Schedule 8 providing that consultatigh & solicitor must take place in the
sight and hearing of a “qualified officer”.

Independent judge-led inquiry into complicity intorture

53.  On 6 July 2010 the Government established dep@ndent judge-led Inquiry, under
Sir Peter Gibson, to examine whether, and if savbat extent, the Government and its
intelligence agencies were involved in improperatmeent of detainees held by other
countries in counter-terrorism operations overseasyere aware of improper treatment of
detainees in operations in which the UK was invdlv@he Inquiry subsequently embarked
on preparatory work, pending the outcome of relgteiite investigations. On 18 January
2012 we announced that we had decided to bringvtr& of this Inquiry to a conclusion,
as there was no prospect of it being able to ggawork formally in the foreseeable future
given the launch of a new police investigation irgtated matters.

54.  We have asked the Inquiry to produce a repoitsopreparatory work, highlighting
particular themes or issues which might be theesuthf further examination. As much of
this report as possible will be made public. Weend to hold an independent, judge-led
Inquiry, once all police investigations have coued, to establish the full facts and draw a
line under these issues.

Treatment of Detainees by the Armed Forces

55. In 2008, the UKaccepted recommendation 16that the UK should respect
applicable obligations concerning the human rigbtdetained person$Ve maintain that
not every person detained by our armed forces whenatipgroverseas will automatically
come within our jurisdiction for the purposes of/apecific instrument such as the ICCPR.
Nevertheless, as a matter of policy, we expechiteest standards of detainee treatment to
be maintained at all times.

56. We announced in May 2008 that there would Ipaitaic inquiry into the death of
Baha Mousa on 15 September 2003 in Basra. Theringuas chaired by the Rt Hon Sir
William Gage. Its terms of reference were:

“To investigate and report on the circumstancesreunding the death of Baha
Mousa and the treatment of those detained with Hmkjng account of the
investigations which have already taken place,drtipular where responsibility lay
for approving the practice of conditioning detaiseby any members of thé' 1
Battalion The Queen’s Lancashire Regiment in Irag 2003, and to make
recommendations.”

57. Its report was published on 8 September 2@hdl made 73 recommendations. We
have accepted in principle all of the recommendatiaiith one reservation about one on
techniques used during Tactical Questioning.

Consolidated detainee guidance and other guidanéer Government officials

58. The Government is committed to being as clesapassible about the standards
under which intelligence officers and service parsd operate.
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59. We published the “Consolidated Guidance tolligence Officers and Service
Personnel on the Detention and Interviewing of De@s Overseas, and on the Passing and
Receipt of Intelligence Relating to Detainees” onJ@ly 2016° The Guidance was
subsequently the subject of two linked legal cimglss. The High Court (in a judgement
delivered on 3 October 2011) dismissed one clainablawed the other in part with the
result that the Annex to the Guidance was slightlyised to be clearer that hooding of
detainees by foreign states in any circumstancesdcoonstitute Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The Ministr{pefence had already banned hooding
by its personnel in all circumstances. The Primanidder made a Written Ministerial
Statement to Parliament on 10 November 2011 abdititinor revision.

60. We stand firmly against torture and cruel, imam and degrading treatment or
punishment. We do not condone it, nor do we askrstio do it on our behalf. Officers
whose actions are consistent with the Guidanceldhmave confidence that they will not
risk personal liability.

61. In December 2011, the Government also publigigdance for HMG staff on
assessing the human rights implications of our riigcand justice work overseas in the
Overseas Security and Justice Assistance (OSJAJaBoe. The OSJA Guidance reflects
our determination to ensure that we provide any @gsistance in a manner that promotes,
rather than undermines, human rights and demochadyarch 2011, the FCO updated and
published guidance for staff on reporting informatior concerns about torture and
mistreatment overseas in order to ensure that mstitutional response to torture and
mistreatment is as strong as it can be.

Justice and Security Green Paper

62. The Justice and Security Green Paper (Octobkl)2makes proposals to improve
how sensitive information is dealt with in civilgmeedings so that courts are better able to
pass judgment in cases involving sensitive inforomat It also considers options for
strengthening oversight of the security and irgeltice agencies. Judicial proceedings
where national security-related actions and semsithaterial are centrally relevant have
been increasing. This material cannot be usec@naourt proceedings without risking
serious damage to national security or internatiomdations. In some cases the
Government is left with the unacceptable choiceettifier risking damage to national
security by disclosing the material (or a ‘gist’ ibf, defending the case with relevant
sensitive material excluded, withdrawing an action,settling a case without a court
reaching an independent judgment on the facts efcdse. The proposals in the Green
Paper have been guided by fundamental rights taguand fairness, including those in the
ECHR. Legislation will be brought forward soon,centhe responses to the public
consultation have been considered.

Review of Counter Terrorism Legislation

63. In 2008, the UKaccepted recommendation 8o continue to review all counter-
terrorism legislation and ensure that it complieghwthe highest human rights standards.
Counter Terrorism legislation is subject to contins review through a variety of
mechanisms. Most recently we undertook a reviewsigf of the most sensitive and
controversial counter-terrorism powers with the aifncorrecting the imbalance that has
developed between the State’s security powers aildiberties, restoring those liberties
wherever possible and focusing those powers whecessary. The Review of Counter
Terrorism and Security Powers was published in dgn2011' and included a
commitment to repeal control orders legislation,olth although compatible with human
rights, has proved controversial, and to replagaroborders with a more focused system
of terrorism prevention and investigation measures.
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64. The Terrorism Prevention and Investigation Mees Act 2011 came into force on
15 December 2011. It provides appropriate, effeciad more balanced powers to protect
the public from the small number of suspected t&at®who pose a real threat, but whom
we cannot prosecute or — in the case of foreigiomals — deport.

65. The new system ends the use of some of the stongent restrictions that were
available under control orders — including in pautar relocation to another part of the UK,
lengthy curfews and prohibitions on movement ogtsidjeographical boundary. But it also
provides a range of robust and targeted restristitlmn protect the public. And it is

accompanied by significantly increased funding tioe police and Security Service for
covert investigation. This may additionally increake opportunities for the collection of
evidence which may be used in a prosecution.

66. We are also implementing changes to the maxirpariod of detention for which
terrorist suspects can be held before being changedleasedrécommendation 4. The
Protection of Freedoms Bill will reduce the maximymariod from 28 days to 14. The
period will remain subject to safeguards in lediskg including that any detention over 48
hours may only be on the basis of a warrant iséyeal judge.

67. The Protection of Freedoms Bill also containanges to terrorism stop and search
powers. The Bill reflects the recommendations & teview of counter-terrorism and
security powers that previous powers which allowtap and search without suspicion to
be authorised without appropriate safeguards shdadd replaced with a severely
circumscribed power that will enable the policestop and search people and vehicles
without suspicion in only exceptional circumstances

68. We remain clear that the primary means of dgaliith terrorists is by prosecution

through the criminal justice system. However, ircemstances where this is not possible
and an individual is a foreign national, it may pessible to deport them. We are
committed to ensuring deportation is consistenhwidtmestic and international obligations
on human rights.

69. When seeking to deport foreign national testosuspects we may seek assurances
from the receiving state about the person’s treatnwn return, so ensuring that an
individual’s human rights are recognised and atanfanged.

Protecting the rights of migrants, refugees andsylum seekers

70. In 2008, the UKaccepted recommendation 14to follow the EU Asylum
Qualification Directive in regard to sexual orieiti@n as a ground for asylum seekingve
comply with this requirement and will continue to sb. The UK Border Agency (UKBA),
when applicable, recognises an asylum claim basesesual orientation as engaging the
Refugee Convention and Qualification Directive. eTHKBA's Operational Guidance
notes contain a specific section on sexual oriemtatlaims. The UKBA has given public
commitments not to return those with a well foundear of persecution on the basis of
their sexual orientation. The UKBA has provideddafic guidance and training to its
asylum decision makers on considering claims ongtbeinds of sexual orientation which
is also reflected in its operational guidance.

Human trafficking

71. The Government published its human traffickitigategy in July 2011 focused on
four key aims: to improve identification and cace ¥ictims; enhancing our ability to act
early; smarter action at the border; and betterdination of our law enforcement efforts in
the UK. To implement the strategy we are workirithw range of stakeholders including
other government departments and NGOs. The InggraBmental Ministerial Group,

11
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which includes representatives from the devolvechiatstrations, maintains oversight of
the Government’s work in this important area.

72. We also applied to opt into the EU Directive Drafficking in Human Beings in
July 2011 and the European Commission acceptedamplication in October 2011. The
Home Office and the Devolved Administrations argidkating, where appropriate, to
implement the EU Directive on trafficking in humbaings to ensure compliance by April
2013. This will send a clear message that wenitltolerate any form of exploitation and
are tough on traffickers.

Enforced removals

73.  In October 2010, following the death of Mr Jinubenga during a scheduled
removal operation, the UKBA commissioned a revigwhe use of control and restraint
techniques on aircraft. This initial review contectimmediately after the death concluded
that the techniques were not fundamentally dangeitowt that they could be made safer. A
further review was commissioned and the first phafehis review will shortly be
completed. The preparatory work for the secongelidevelopment of an improved use of
force training package for UKBA) has commenced tndi phase (implementation) will
follow thereafter.

Proposals to abolish the migrant workers visa

74. On 29 February the Government announced theomt of its consultation that
included proposals about the routes of entry foer®@sas Domestic Workers. From 6 April
2012, ODWs will be able to accompany a visitorhte UK for a short time to work in their
private household, but not to change employer tiles@ he likelihood of abuse occurring
in the UK will be minimised by reducing numbers ©©Ws who can come here and
making entry criteria more stringent for those vare eligible. Protections will be put in
place for ODWs who are abused here.

Protecting the rights of individuals and vulneable groups and
promoting equality

Tackling hate crime

75.  In 2008, the Ukaccepted recommendation 24sking it to promote as best practice

its legislation on racial and religious hatred.Under the Public Order Act 1986 (as

amended) there are offences relating to acts ietbiod likely to stir up racial hatred (Part

[II) and practice acts intended to stir up religiooatred or hatred on grounds of sexual
orientation (Part I11A).

76. The UK has been promoting good practice onwitsk to tackle hate crime,
including its legislation on stirring up hatred tre grounds of race, religion and sexual
orientation on an international level. This hasrbtsken forward within forums including,
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation irroga, the European Commission’s
Expert Group on Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA oombating racism and
xenophobia, where good practice is encouraged hakd across Member States, and the
Inter-Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Antisenitis

Scotland

77. In Scotland, the Criminal Justice and Licens{&gotland) Act 2010 and the
Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) 2@09 protect the victims of hate crimes
by strengthening statutory aggravations for raarad religiously motivated crimes (2010
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Act) and creating new statutory aggravations fdmes motivated by sexual orientation,
transgender identity and disability (2009 Act).

78. The Scottish Government continues to promoteerinfaith dialogue and
understanding among and between different faith maonities, through funding the
national Scottish Inter Faith Association and tigtouhe creation the Working Group on
Religion and Belief Relations to develop a tookt@ourage inter faith discourse leading to
good relations. The resulting publicatiBelief in Dialoguewas published in March 2011.

Wales

79. The Welsh Government will take forward a Framedwfor Action during 2012 to
tackle hate crime across the protected charadtarist race, religion/belief, disability,
sexual orientation and transgender. We have alsounted the setting up of a Race
Forum. This will provide support and advice in terof understanding the key issues and
barriers within BME communities.

Northern Ireland

80. In NI the legislative provisions underpinnirigate crime’ offences and penalties in
Northern Ireland are set out in the Public Ordeor(Nern Ireland) Order 1987 and the
Criminal Justice (No2) (Northern Ireland) Order 200he 2004 Order places requirements
on the court to consider hostility as an aggragpfactor that increases the seriousness of
the offence. In spring 2012, the Department ofideswill launch a Community Safety
Strategy, which will include commitments to work [rartnership across government to
tackle all forms of hate crime.

Gypsies and travellers in England

81. The Government is concerned about the ineipsléxperienced by Gypsies and
Travellers in England and has set up a Ministéiarking Group to look at ways to tackle
inequalities experienced in key areas such asteatiucation, housing, employment and
the criminal justice system. A progress reporhvaié published shortly.

82. We are taking wider measures to ensure fairedfegttive provision of authorised
sites for travellers more generally. These inclpo®viding £60 million in England to help
local authorities and other registered providersléoelop new and refurbished traveller
sites.

83.  The funding programme will help avoid a repatitof the situation that developed

at Dale Farm, Essex. The unauthorised travelterat Dale Farm was the subject of an
exhaustive legal process, including consideratibhuman rights issues, the extension of
the compliance period to two years to allow occigpie find alternative accommodation,

reconsideration through appeals and judicial review

Scotland

84. The Scottish Government set out the actioisstétking to address the discrimination
and inequalities experienced by Gypsies/TravellerScotland when examined by the
Convention on the Elimination for Racial Discrimiizen in August 2011. This recognised
that the key issue for both the Gypsy/Traveller &ettled communities in Scotland was
unauthorised encampments. As a consequence, weraha Ministerial Action Group to
address pressing accommodation issues in the Maghof Scotland, which was attended
by local decision makers and a Gypsy/Traveller espntative. We are due to commence
discussions with COSLA (the Scottish local governmembrella body) to produce
guidance on unauthorised encampments for locabaitits.

13



A/HRC/WG.6/13/GBR/1

14

Wales

85. In September 2011, the Welsh Government lauhthavelling to a Better Future’
A Gypsy and Traveller Framework for Action and Deliy Plai>. The Framework is the
first strategic national document to be developethe UK. The Framework is intended to
address the inequalities experienced by Gypsy aadeller communities in Wales and to
set out future policy direction in this area.

Promoting gender equality

86. In 2008, the UKaccepted recommendation 6 to integrate fully a gender
perspective in the next stages of the UPR reviesitiding the outcome of the reviewhe
UK Government’s overarching approach to advancingndgr equality and our
determination to eliminate discrimination is sett @ the cross-Government Equality
Strategy, “Building a Fairer Britain”, published &smber 2018. Since publication of the
strategy, we have implemented a number of initegtigromoting gender equality, including
setting up a Women’s Business Council and the prowiof £2million to support women
setting up and expanding their businesses in aunesls.

Scotland

87. The Scottish Government has detailed its wortk¢kle gender inequality within the
UK Government’s 7th Periodic report to the Convemton the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women in June 2010. We adablished reports on progress across
the public sector in Scotland towards the achievéroétwo Ministerial gender priorities:
occupational segregation and violence against women

Wales

88. The all Wales Women's Network: the Women's Hiyuiletwork Wales was set up
in November 2011. Its role is to ensure that tiseds, challenges and priorities of women
in Wales are heard by the Welsh Government anchsorre that women’s views inform
Welsh Government policy from the outset.

Northern Ireland

89. The Executive’s Gender Equality Strategy 200662 provides a strategic

framework to help mainstream gender equality thhoadl the policies, strategies and
activities of government departments and agencigs] to promote gender-specific

measures to tackle identified gender inequalitidewever the lack of available data means
that it is difficult to carry out an appropriated§fective Equality Impact Assessment when
seeking to measure the impact of new policies aonige

Tackling Violence Against Women

90. At its previous review the Uldccepted recommendation 9o set up a strategic
oversight body, such as a Commission on Violencaifgy Women to ensure greater
coherence and more effective protection for womefhe Government's ambition is
nothing less than ending all forms of violence agiivomen and girls (VAWG). On %5
November 2010, we published a strategic visiortdokling VAWG -Call to End Violence
Against Women and Giffs— aimed at tacking the root causes of VAWG, aralidg fully
with its effects. Th&/AWG Action Pladlaunched 8 March 2011, sets out a comprehensive
programme of actions. We believe that the Stratgmgs beyond a body or Commission
that may be constrained by its terms of referenceigid structures. Delivery of the
Action Plan is closely monitored by a Inter-Miniséé Group, chaired by the Home
Secretary and a cross-departmental Delivery Boaftle Strategy is being delivered in
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partnership with statutory organisations, local ggovnent, business and voluntary sector
organisations.

91. The Government supports the general principlederpinning the Convention on
Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women &@uamestic Violence which
accords with our strong commitment to combatinderioe against women and promoting
women’s rights more broadly. However there remaimueber of areas that need further
Government consideration before a final decisiom lsa made about whether to sign the
Convention.

Scotland

92. The Scottish Government published 'Safer Liv€danged Lives - a Shared
Approach to Tackling Violence Against Women in $aotl' in June 2009. The document
was developed in partnership with the Conventiorsobttish Local Authorities and key
stakeholders such as the Association of Chief BPdbéficers in Scotland, the Violence
Reduction Unit and Health Boards. Safer Lives: rigjeal Lives informs the work of all
partners across the spectrum of violence againshemo including commercial sexual
exploitation, rape and sexual assault, domestisegbforced marriage and Female Genital
Mutilation. It will be revised during 2012 to reit our commitment to early intervention
and primary prevention work, as well as the needeteelop responses to violence against
black and minority ethnic women and data collection

Wales

93. The Welsh Government has an ongoing commitrteeackling Domestic Abuse
and Violence against Women across the whole of $yaled remain committed to the aims
of its 6 year integrated strategy "Right to be Sdd@nched in March 2010. The 3 year
implementation plan to support the strategy hasadly delivered on some of its targets
with the remainder due to be completed by March3201

94. In April 2011, Wales’ first Anti Human Traffiokg co-ordinator was appointed to
co-ordinate a multi agency response to human ¢kaiffg, which includes trafficking into
the sex trade, and to make Wales a hostile plabarnwan traffickers.

Northern Ireland

95. In NI an inter-Ministerial Group's strategy aadtions are focused on tackling
Domestic and Sexual Violence and Abuse for alliwistand are therefore gender neutral.
The inter-agency Strategies, “Tackling ViolenceHaime” published in October 2005 and
“Tackling Sexual Violence and Abuse — A Regionalagtgy 2008 — 2013”, launched in
June 2008, are supported by Action Plans developeal cross departmental basis in close
partnership with the statutory and voluntary sector

UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

96. The Government is fully committed to the proimotand implementation of the
UNCRC. In December 2010, we announced to Parlianteat we will give due
consideration to the UNCRC when making new policg kegislation.

97. In November 2008, the United Kingdom formallyithdrew its final two

reservations — Articles 22 which deals with refugdgldren and 37c which refers to
children in custody with adult§éecommendation 25)°. We recognise the importance of
ensuring that secure establishments holding yowaplpe are specifically designed and
developed for their needs which are often diffeterthe needs of adults. The lifting of the
reservations is further proof that the UK is ddlimg on its mission to improve the lives of
all children. We have also ratified the optionabtocol on the sale of children, child
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prostitution and child pornography, drawing speaid@tntion to these serious violations of
children’s rights and the steps to combat theraulimitted its progress report to the UN in
May 2011.

98. As previously stated in responseagoommendation 2,the UK has no reservations
against the Optional Protocol on the InvolvementGdfildren in Armed Conflict. The
Government’s declaration made upon signature imi@npretative statement rather than a
reservation. In it we made clear that the Brittsimed Forces would continue to recruit
from age 16 but included a clear commitment to @kéeasible measures to ensure those
who had not yet reached the age of 18 did not pakein hostilities. We do not consider
this inconsistent with our obligations under theti@mal Protocol, to which we are firmly
committed.

Scotland

99. The Scottish Government’s consultation on tigh®® of Children & Young People
Bill closed on i' December 2011. Analysis of responses and comgidarof issues raised
is ongoing, and will inform the development of th@posed legislation and influence the
timing of its implementation.

Wales

100. The ‘Rights of Children and Young Persons @¥aMeasure’ 2011 which places a
duty on the Welsh Government to have 'due regartfid rights and obligations within the
UNCRC and its optional protocols came into forcelénMay 2011°. From 1 May 2012,
up to and including 30 April 2014, the due regautydapplies to decisions of the Welsh
Government in relation to proposed new legislatimoposed new policies; and a review of
or change to an existing policy. From 1 May 2014ill apply to all decisions and actions
by the Welsh Government.

Northern Ireland

101. Delivery against the rights contained in thdQRC is primarily taken forward
through the 10 year Strategy and Action Plans. Téw Year Strategy “Our Children and
Young People — Our Pledge” sets out the Executivésgon for Children and Young
People from 2006 to 2016. It identifies six higkdboutcomes and progress against these
is measured through a range of indicators. Howethgre is no political consensus to
implement actions to address some of the issudiseditin the concluding observations of
the Committee, such as the defence of reasonabktisbment and academic selection at a
particular age.

102. The latest 2010-11 data is currently beinglifsed and will be an important factor in
deciding the nature of the new 2012-16 Action Pksetion on the priorities identified will
provide measurable progress against both the §yratatcomes and the UNCRC. The
Play and Leisure Policy statement & Implementati®lan sets out the Executive’s
commitment to children and young people’s play &idure needs and their rights to
engage in these activities.

Child Poverty

103. In 2008, the UKaccepted recommendation 110 provide further information
about efforts to reduce child poverty by half byl@0 The Government made its
commitment to eradicating child poverty clear Tihhe Coalition: Our Programme for
Government As required by the Child Poverty Act 2010, itbfished its first strategy for
tackling child poverty in April 2011, covering tiperiod to 201%.
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104. The strategy draws together reform of welfarel education, increasing work
incentives, tackling barriers to employment, angrioving children’s life chances, with a
greater concentration on early intervention andleAf@amily and whole-life measures.

105. The Government will also introduce new measute capture the broader
understanding of both the causes and consequehpeserty. The result of efforts of the
previous government to halve child poverty by 2@i@ine with their commitment will be
known in Spring 2012 when findings of the annualAiB statistics survey are available.

Scotland

106. The Scottish Government aims to tackle theykenm drivers of child poverty,
through early intervention and prevention and au$oomn economic growth and
employability. The measures set out in its key @opblicy frameworksAchieving Our
Potential Equally Welland theEarly Years Frameworkre designed to make a lasting and
sustained impact on the social and structural detemts of poverty. We published a Child
Poverty Strategy in March 2011, which sets outtegjia priorities and actions for Scottish
Government and partners, focussing on maximisingséloold resources and improving
children’s life chances. The Scottish Governmeatmain committed to the UK
Government target to eradicate child poverty by®02

Wales

107. The Welsh Government, local authorities arfiopublic bodies are now required
by law to set out what actions they are takingatkle child poverty.

108. To meet this legal requirement, we publisted@hild Poverty Strategy for Wales
in 2011°. The Strategy sets out what the Welsh Governmantachieve in helping to
reduce child poverty, particularly in the areasngproving health, education and economic
outcomes for children of low income families. Thsaccompanied by an Action Plan to
measure progress against the strategy.

Northern Ireland

109. The NI draft programme for government, puldiélon 17 November 2011 seeks to:
improve safeguarding outcomes for children and gopeople most at risk; reduce child
poverty; provide good quality and affordable chéde; make financial help available from
the Social Protection Fund for families facing tsnig; and support young people into
employment. There is a strong emphasis on creatimglitions to improve educational

outcomes, particularly for those from disadvantagpedkgrounds. However, some in
Northern Ireland have concerns that the implemamadf Welfare Reform could impact

negatively on NI efforts to reduce child poverty.

The Children’s Commissioner

110. The Government has committed to legislatave the Children’s Commissioner for
England an explicit role of promoting and protegtichildren’s rights in line with the
UNCRC. We are also introducing other legislativearoies designed to make the
Commissioner more independent from Government aack mccountable to Parliament.
We have consulted on legislative proposals andintilbduce legislation to Parliament, at
the earliest opportunity.

Scotland

111. The Scottish Commissioner for Children and npWPeople’s main task is to
promote and safeguard the rights of children arghgopeople. The post was established
by the Commissioner for Children and Young PeoBlenfland) Act 2003.
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Wales

112. The Children's Commissioner for Wales is adependent children’s rights
institution established in 2001 with a principahaio safeguard and promote the rights and
welfare of children. In exercising his functiotise Commissioner must have regard to the
UNCRC. The Commissioner’'s remit covers all areashe devolved powers of the
National Assembly for Wales in so far as they affetldren’s rights and welfare and he
may also make representations to the National Askerdor Wales about any matter
affecting the rights and welfare of children in \&al

Northern Ireland

113. The NI Commissioner for Children and Young fleowvas established as a Non
Departmental Government Body in 2003. In 2010nalependent review commissioned to
determine the effectiveness and efficiency of tleekvof the Commissioner, concluded that
the rationale for establishing the Commissioner wti$ valid and that the role of the
Commissioner continues to be best achieved thr@aughparate independent arms length
body.

Corporal Punishment

114. In 2008, the Ukaccepted recommendation 1@ consider going beyond current
legislation if the need arises to protect childrieom violence Keeping children safe is a
top priority for the Government, which is absolytelear that no child should be subjected
to violence or abuse. The law in the UK does nlmvabhysical punishment that amounts
to the abuse of children. Corporal punishment isnled in state and full-time independent
schools, in nursery and childminding settings, and children’s homes. In other
settings, any assault on a child that resultsjuries that are more than transient or trifling
could be charged as an assault occasioning aatgaievyous bodily harm and where that is
the case, the assault cannot be defended on the thas it is reasonable punishment.
Research shows that fewer parents now use physicashment, and we hope that trend
continues. We encourage the provision of evideraseth parenting programmes as they
promote alternatives to physical punishment to mgarhildren’s behaviour.

115. The Government continues to work in partn@rshith the governments of the
Overseas Territories to encourage them, where pppte, to put in place policies and
legislation to ensure the necessary protectiorciddren. A number of the Territories now
have legislation that prohibits the use of corpguaiishment in schools. In the Territories
that have not yet done this, corporal punishmestidom used and, in any case, can only
be administered under strictly controlled condisiomerritories are instead moving towards
positive reinforcements of good behaviour.

Scotland

116. In Scotland, it is illegal to punish childrby shaking them or hitting them on the
head or using a belt, slipper, wooden spoon orrathglement. The Scottish Government
does not support smacking as a way of disciplinthgdren but does not consider it
appropriate to criminalise parents for lightly siiag their children.

Incarceration rates of Children and the use of rstraint techniques

117. In 2008, the UKaccepted recommendation 18 with regard to the high
incarceration rate of children.In England and Wales, the number of young people i
custody has fallen significantly over recent ye&irsring 2010/2011, there was an average
of 2,040 under-18s in custody at any one time, da@é¥ compared to 2009/2010 from



A/HRC/WG.6/13/GBR/1

2,418. Custodial sentences are used as a last,resserved for the most serious and
persistent young offenders.

118. The UKdid not accept the recommendatiowith regard to so-called “painful
techniques” applied to childrenSome under-18 secure establishments in Engladd an
Wales do use restraint techniques that containeanemnt of pain (ain-inducing restraint
techniques. An Independent Review of Restraint in Juvenile SeSeténggIRR) in 2008
concluded that a degree of pain in restraint tepes may be necessary in exceptional
circumstances, for example in order to prevent htrma young person in custadye
accept that the use of pain-inducing techniquea®straining young people must only take
place in exceptional circumstances, when all otygproaches have been exhausted or
would not work.

119. As a result of implementing the IRR recomméioda, a new system of restraint -
Minimising and Managing Physical Restraint (MMPRhas been developed for use in
most of the under-18 secure establishments in Bdghéad Wales. MMPR includes the use
of some techniques which involve the applicationaotontrolled amount of pain. All
techniques have been assessed by an independesit glamedical and operational
specialists (the Restraint Advisory Board) to eagthiat each technique is suitable and safe
for use on under-18s. Rollout of this new restraystem is due to begin in 2012.

Scotland

120. SPS (HMP YOI Polmont and HMP YOI Cornton Valee ‘Pain Compliance’
restraint across the board in order to achievdanba between only using when there is no
other option but also to protect staff and otherswvell as the young person themselves.
Staff are trained to use all de-escalation optiss and would only use physical restraint
when absolutely necessary. Staff are also trainedkie account of age and gender. For the
majority (Blair House, Polmont) of young people riheis also more debriefing in
circumstances where restraint has been necessatgrtify the triggers to reduce the risk
of it occurring again.

Northern Ireland

121. In relation to restraint, NI is playing anegtal part in the national programme to
develop new techniques that will improve existimgqtice. As the numbers in custody
continue to decline, and following a number of ipeledent reviews, there is now a
Ministerial commitment to accommodate all underyi@ar olds, subject to the ‘best
interests’ principle, in the one purpose-built cerfor juveniles as soon as practicable. A
wide range of community-based alternatives to alstare available, including youth

conferencing based on restorative principles amdlahle as a pre or post court disposal.

Rights of Older People

122. In 2008, the Ukaccepted recommendation 1,30 provide more care and attention
to the rights of the elderly The position of older people in society is sdme the
Government takes very seriously. From April 20it% Equality Act 2010 will ban
unjustifiable age discrimination in the provisiof goods and services. In 2009, the
Department of Health commissioned a review of apgakity in health and social care, to
inform thinking in this area. The NHS White Pajauity & Excellence: Liberating the
NHS (July 2010) includes a specific commitment to potenequality and to implement the
ban on age discrimination in NHS services as pagtchieving high quality care. Ministers
have publicly committed to prohibiting discriminati against older people in health and
social care, except where it can be objectivelyifjad.
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Scotland

123. The Scottish Government have established ¢b#ish Older People's Assembly as
a voice for older people.

Wales

124. In Wales, the Strategy for Older People presid structured basis for the Welsh
Government and other public bodies in Wales to kdgvpolicies and plans that address the
implications of an ageing population and is undampd by the United Nations Principles
for Older People. Within the framework of the St@t, we have done much to improve the
say that older people have about public servicdsg@amprove access to, and the quality of
services. A key commitment in the Strategy foréIBeople was the creation of the Office
for the Commissioner for Older people in Wales. e Tommissioner is a champion for
older people. She is independent, and her rdfe énsure that the interests of older people
in Wales, who are aged 60 or more, are safeguandegromoted.

Northern Ireland

125. The Commissioner for Older People Act (Nomhieeland) 2011 became law on 25
January 2011 and the Older People’s Commissionsragpointed on 14 November 2011.
She is responsible for a wide range of promotiomalyisory, educational, legal and
investigatory functions, duties and powers to belaed in the interests of older people,
both generally and individually. The Older Peopl&gategy ‘Ageing in an Inclusive

Society’ was launched in March 2005. Officials hadmafted a framework for a new

strategy which has been based on the United Nagionsiples for Older Persons.

Adult Social Care

126. The Government knows that urgent reform ofcie and support system is needed
to provide people with more choice and control émdeduce the insecurity that they and
their families face. This is one of the biggestligmges faced by society today.

127. An engagement exercise, ‘Caring for our fufwes launched 15September 2011
to identify the key priorities in the reform of AlluSocial Care, building on the
recommendations from the Commission on Funding afeCand Support and the Law
Commission. We are now taking decisive steps sodidar people and disabled people can
plan and prepare for their future care needs, adugh quality care when they need it, and
exercise choice and control over the care theyivece

128. The care and support White Paper and progegsst on funding reform, planned
for spring 2012, will set out our plans for transfing the care and support system. It
remains our intention to legislate as soon as plesafterwards.

129. We have made it clear that there is no placepbor quality care in any care
services. We welcomed the EHRC'’s inquiry into haraee of older people and will ensure
that the recommendations are fed into the plah&tset out in the White Paper.

Scotland

130. The Scottish Government is currently workinghwpartners on a programme of

work to reshape care services for older peoplee ptogramme focuses on improving

outcomes and the need to further embed human rigltre services is recognised as key
to this work.



A/HRC/WG.6/13/GBR/1

Wales

131. In WalesMy Home Life Cymraims to improve the quality of life of those whe a
living, visiting and working in care homes for ofdpeople. Under eight overarching
themes, the programme aims to deliver practicalessible tools to assist the care home
sector in supporting older residents to optimigartquality of life.

132. The Social Services (Wales) Bill will provider the first time, a coherent Welsh
legal framework for social services based on thaciples we hold dear in Wales and
ensure a strong voice and real control for pedpleill simplify access to services and will
cover social care services for both children andltadand will, as far as it is possible,
integrate the arrangements for both of these gr@mthat social care services are provided
on the basis of need and not of age.

Northern Ireland

133. Adult social care in NI faces many of the samnallenges as those faced elsewhere
in the UK and a three stage process of reform hen kagreed to identify the future
direction and support of adult social care in Nhis process will begin later in the Spring
with the launch of a paper for public consultatioppromote public debate and engagement
on the key issues involved.

Right to Development

134. The Government's long-standing commitment tderhational development
continues. We have set out how we will meet owyetof spending 0.7% of gross national
income on overseas development assistance by 2013.

Scotland

135. The Scottish Government supports internatidesklopment through its £9 million
International Development Fund, which awards fugdidirectly to charities and
development organisations working with in-countgrtper organisations to help some of
the world’s most vulnerable people.

Crown dependencies and the overseas territories

Jersey

136. Jersey has provided submissions on the UNCAd @ERD, provided further
information on issues raised by the UN Committee tbea ICESCR and received a
delegation from the European Committee for the &mgan of Torture.

137. In 2010 the States of Jersey introduced thel&eRecognition (Jersey) Law which
makes provision for the legal recognition in Jerséychanges in gender by transsexual
people so that they may enjoy any rights confelygdaw on people of their acquired
gender. The Civil Partnerships (Jersey) Law was@a by the States in 2011, giving same
sex couples in Jersey the same rights and resgilititestas married couples.

Guernsey

138. Since 2008 the Bailiwick has contributed to t#forts to the UN CAT, ICESCR
and CERD; and hosted a visit from the Council ofdpe Committee for the Prevention of
Torture®. The jurisprudence of the European Court of HumRaghts is taken into account
in judgements in the domestic codttsThe UK Supreme Court has also relied on ECHR
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rights in relation to a judicial review Sark’s Rafo Law, finding it to comply with Article
3 of Protocol .

Isle of Man

139. Since 2008 the Isle of Man has brought int@rafion legislation to prohibit
discrimination in the provision of goods and seegicn the grounds of race or ethnic
origin, to prohibit the use of corporal punishmehtminors in all educational settings, to
establish civil partnerships for same-sex couplasgd for the legal recognition of
transgendered persons’ acquired gender. Furthedigglegislation is in the development
stage.

The Overseas Territories

140. The Government continues to encourage govensnad the Overseas Territories to
abide by the same basic human rights standardsBttiggh people expect of the UK

Government. Since 2009 new constitutions have comeeforce in five Territories: the

Cayman Islands; St Helena, Ascension and TristaBuiena; the Falkland Islands, Pitcairn
and Montserrat. Each of these contain a new or teddéundamental rights chapter
intended, at a minimum, to ensure compliance WighECHR and the ICCPR

141. Since 2008 all the remaining Overseas Teiegdo which the ECHR applies agreed
to accept, on a permanent rather than a renewalgdarly basis, the competence of the
ECtHR to receive applications from individuals, N&®©r groups of individuals. This
means that all relevant Territories now have thhtrof individual petition on a permanent
basis.

142. The Government is funding two human rightgqmts in the Overseas Territories.
One focuses on helping governments to improve timplementation of human rights

through a range of training workshops and througécilist assistance and advice; the
other is designed to improve policy making, implatation and professional practice with
regard to the protection of children.

Looking ahead

143. We are fully committed to the UPR process #ra important role it plays in

improving human rights across the world. We wilgage civil society organisations in
deciding which recommendations to accept, therefemesuring a strategy for

implementation which has buy in and is deliverab@ginst the backdrop of reduced
resources in both the statutory and voluntary sscto

For full explanation of the UK’s Constitutional ahdgal Structure see
http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/docs/CAT.BRG5. pdf paras 588-605

A summary of the key points of these events cafobed at http://www.justice.gov.uk/human-
rights/universal-periodic-review The Welsh Goveamnhosted a stakeholder roundtable ofi 10
February 2012. The views from this meeting widento the wider UPR process.
http://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/SessiGBIUKmId_term_report2010.pdf
http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/

http://www.nihrc.org/

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/16/contents
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-comeetthome-affairs/HC%201456-
19%20Final%20Report.pdf
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The time limits being 40 days (summary cases)day® (solemn cases) and 110 days (Sheriff and
Jury Cases).

www.bahamousanquiry.orgfeport/index.htm
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/resource-librargfinvolvement-detainees-overseas-counter-
terrorism-operations
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counterrorism/review-of-ct-security-powers/

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/housingandcommunity/cmmitycohesion/publications/travellingt
oabetterfuture/?lang=en
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/equagiequality-strategy-publications/equality-
strategy/equality-strategy-large-print?view=Binary
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/crime/violence-agamsmen-girls/
The UK did not initially accept recommendationtdSvithdraw its final two reservations against the
UNCRC - We have since implemented it.
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeffplailies/childpoverty/a0076385/child-poverty-
strategy
Households Below Average Income
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/childrenyoungpeoplefy/newcpstrategy/?lang=en
The subsequent report and response can be fouhttipat/www.cpt.coe.int/en/states/gbr.htm
Law Officers of the Crown v Le BilldBuernsey Court of Appeal, 15 September 2011.
R (on the application of Barclay and others) v ®tany of State for Justice and oth¢?2809] UKSC
9.
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