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! Having regard to the difficulties in formul ating a specific offence capable of adjudication at a national
level in such aform asto reflect the general principles of law recognised by the community of nations as

well astheright to freedom of expression, Ireland reserves the right to postpone consideration of the
possibility of introducing some legidative addition to, or variation of, existing law until such time asit
may consider that such is necessary for the attainment of the objective of paragraph 1 of article 20.
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2 Existing legislation: Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred Act 1989, Equal Status Acts 2000-2008, and
Employment Equality Acts. Forthcoming legislation: Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill.
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3 CERDIC/SR 2089

* For example, a Department of Children and Y outh Affairs has been established and the Government is
committed to extending the remit of the Ombudsman for Children to 3rd level indtitutions, along with
extending the Freedom of Information Act and the Ombudsman Act, to ensure that all statutory bodies,
and al bodies significantly funded from the public purse, are covered.
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® The Programme for Government was adopted in March 2011
® Asmentioned at our interactive dia ogue on 06/10/2011.
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" Ireland’ s national parliament.

8 Article 35.2 of the Constitution providesthat: ‘ All judges shdl be independent in the exercise of their
judicial functions and subject only to this Constitution and the law’.

° Indeve oping guidelinesin relation to the determination of such applications, account was taken of past
experience, UNHCR guidedlines and advice, as well asthe EU Children First Programme.
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19 The Office for the Promotion of M igrant Integration (OPMI) was established to maintain and strengthen
the Government’ sinitiatives to combat racism.
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1 The detailed provisions of the Convention and the administrative and legid ative arrangements that
would be necessary to alow signature of the Convention by Ireland are currently being examined.
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12 Asindicated in Ireland’s National Report.

3 By end-May 2011, 13,669 awards had been made with an overall average award value of €62,875. €847
million has been paid in respect of such awards.
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4 This process will require consultation with stakeholders, including employer and worker representatives,
and areview of the experience of the operation of the existing legidative framework and the
consequences of recent litigation. The review will be undertaken during 2012.
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