
UNITED
NATIONS

A
---------------------------------------

Oene,.1 A8.embly Distr.
GENERAL

A/44/1Q3
17 August 1Q8Q

ORIGINALI ENGLISH

---------------_..-_-----------
Forty-fourth session

REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF A SUPPLEMENTARi SUB-ITEM
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION OF EXTRATERRITORIAL SPACES
FOR PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATI~NS

Letter dAtod 11 August 1989 from the Permanent Representatiye of
MAlta to the United Nations addressed t~ the Secretary-General

I have the honour to request, on behalf of the Government of Malta, in
accordance with rule 14 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the
inclusion, under item 83, entitled "Development and international economic
co-operation", of a supplementary sub-item entitle4 "Environmental protection of
extraterritorial spaces for present and future generations" in the agenda of the
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly. The Government of Malta proposes
that this supplementary sub-item be considered in conjunction with sub-item 83 (f),
entitled "Environment".

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly,
an explanatory memorandum concerning my Government's request is attach,d hereto.

(Signed) Dr. Alexander BORG OLIVIIR
Ambassador

Permanent Representative
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ANNEX

axplanatory memgrandum

1. The effective and comprehensive environmental protection of "extraterritorial
apacea", auch al the hiqh leaa, is vital in order to safequard tho qlobal
environment. The human urqe tc improve, coupled with increased population growth,
and the remarkable developments in teahno1ogy may cause .ub.tantia1, irreparable
evironmental harm to an increasin9 numb~r of "extraterri torial .paaes". Tbis harm,
to a 9reat.r or 1••••1' extent, wcu1d adver••1y aff.ct all State. and would
prejudice the int.re.t. which the international community as a whole may have in
the .aid .pac•••

2. In view of the maqnitude and complexity of the ia.ue, the Government of Malta
propo.e. that at it. fortf-fourth •••sion the General A••embly Ihould request the
Secr.tary-Gen.ral to .atabli.h, through the Bx.cutive Dir.ctor of the United
Nation. Environm.nt Programm., a qroup of emin.nt person. to pr.pare a .tudy, which
would, inter aliA, make r.commenaation. with r••p.ct to the identification and
.xtent of ".xtrat.rritorial Ipac••", the .tate of the environment in .uch spaces,
the right. and duties of 8tat~. and the int.rnational community ther.in, and
poa.ible .trengthenin9 of relevant exi.tinq l.gal in.trum.nt., and which would make
propo.al. on how the effective and compr.henaive environmental protection of such
.pac•• can be b.st achiev.d.


