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I. INTRODUCTION

1. In accordance wLth Faragraph 6 of General Assenbly resolution 36/L29 of
14 Decenber 1981, the Secretary-GeneraL, in a note verbale dated U April 1984'

requesLed the views of Member stau." on how best the vol-ungary Fund for the united
Nations Decade for konen could continue its acrivities beyond the Decade. The

present repor! sunmarlzes briefly the views of the 22 Member states which responded
to the request. The conplete teits of the replies appear in the annex to the

Present repor t.

2. By the sane resol-ution, the General Assernbly also requested the secretary-
General, laking lnto account the views expressed by Member SLates on this natter'
to submit to the Assembly at its lhirty-ninth session a report on the substantlve
and financiat irnptrcatrois of, and his proposals for the tining and modalities for'
a relocation of the Fund within the Centre for Social Developnent and Humanitarian
Affairs of the united Nations Departnenl of International Economic and social
Affairs at Vrenna, In order to enable l4ember States to take a decision in the
matter. The Secretar y-General ' s report on these guestions is also before the
General, Assenbly fo! its consideration (A/39/5'1L). In its resolution 38/106 of
16 Decenber 1983. the Assernbfy decided that, when considering the above reporls of
the secretary-{ ener aI, all possible options for continuing the activities of the
Fund beyond the end of the Decade would be reviewed in deplh'

3. rGsPondents shared the view that lhe activities of the Fund should be

continued beyond the end of the Decade' referring to lhe persisting need for
innnediate ani special efforts to involve vromen in development wilh the objective of
providi.ng both direct and iNnediate benefits to women and expediting the
achievement of overall developnent goals. The importance of the Fundrs

conlributions to developing countries, and in particular to less-develoPed
countr ies was clted. The Fund was seen as one of the outstanding successes of lhe
Decade and was praised fot ils efficiency and profess ional ism '

II. PURPOSE OF THE FUND

4. The purpose of the Fund was seen by the najority of respondents as a catalytlc
one with!n the Unrted Nations system for developnent co-operation and with national
Governments and non-govelnmental olganizations. while the prinary responsibility
for dealing with the question of irnproving the situation of women rested wich the

Iarger United Nations development co-operalion agencies and international financing
institutions, it \.ras believei thut tn.- Fund had a vital role to play in sensitizing
those organj.zations and in helping to redirect their technical- assistance
aclivities to include women's needs. The ultimate 9oa1' according to one

respondent, was the integration of the Fundrs objeclives inlo Ehe regular
activities of the agencia", ptogtua^"s and institutions referred to above ' The

Fund was viewed as the nain uniied narions mechanism for Eechnical co-operation
uniquely devoted to wonenrg needs in the development process, and as long as this
goat had not been achieved, lhe Fund should continue as a xeadily identifiable
;ntity to support innovative development projects which have women as their primary
target, in addition to its calalytic role in. reqard to mainstream developrnent

activities. I! was also noted that the Fund had a unigue contribution to make in
achievlng the goals of the Third united Nations Development Decade' as well as

those of the United Nations Decade for wornen' 
I
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5. One resPondent expressed the vlew that the posslblllty should be examined that
the Fund finance the expenses of the subregional focal polnts on wonen of the
regional econonic cornnlsslons, with special reference to the Latin Anerican region.

III. IDIT4II\TISTRATIVE AFFANGET{ENTS FOR THE FUND

6. over half (I3 of 22) of the respondents expressed the vlelr that, to achiev€
its purpose, the Fund should remain in New York and be tranaferred as an autononous
unit to the United Nalions Development Programe (ttNDP). Tvo respondents urged
that the adninistratlve locatlon of the Fund shoulal be etudledt several nade no
nention of admlnlstratlve location, one favoured the relocation of the Fund withln
the Centre for Soclal Developrnent and Hunanltarlan Affalrs.

7. Those proposing the association wlth IJNDP favoured this association in view of
the already established cc-operation betvreen the t!ro. ltlrough association wlth
IJNDP, it rras argued that the Fund would rnaxirnize it6 resources by further dra\.ring
on th€ technical resources of IrNDP and its fleLd network and financial delivery
Systen, and thus mlnlmize overhead costs fron the Fundrs llrnited resources. If
located at United Nations Eeadquarters in New york, the Fund would also be able
nore easily to continue lts co-operation nith the United Natlons chiLdrenrs Fund
(UNICEF) and the United Nationa Fund for population Activities (tNFpA).

8. Those respondents proposlng autonornous association wlth UNDP streased the
irnportance of allowing the Fund to preserve lts own ldentlty and image and to have
a degree of flexlbltlty - to enable it to contlnue to act as a catalytlc and
innovative agent and malntaln a broad outreach to covernnents, vromen I s
organizations, non-governnental organizations and the reglonal cornrnissions and
specialized agencles of the United Nations systen. such a reorganization vrould,
according to one reply, enable the Fund to retain the trust and confidence of both
donor and recipient countries.

9. Repl ies indlcated that the exlstlng admlnistrattve arrangements for the Fund,
providing as they do for lts New York staff to report to the Centre for Soclal
Developnent and Hunanitarlan Affalrs at vienna, vere cunbersome. placlng the Fund
physically and operationally under the Centre rrould rerbve iC from United Natlons
organizations in the nalnstrearn of development efforts which are bas€d in New York,
as well as create a need to establish a separate delivery systen. While the
Centrers comnitnent to, and understandlng of, a wlde range of rromen I s issues was
noted, it was also pointed out that the Fundrs operatlonal dlrection had always
been to promote t€chnical co-operation actlvitles. fn thls regard, nost countrles
ernphaslzed the lnportance of having adeguate channels of cornnunication between the
Centre and the Fund.

10. One delegation expressed the view that the existing arrangetnent betlreen the
Fund and the Branch for the Advancenent of women nithln the Centre had been
hanpered bt, their being situated in different countries, vrith aU the problems of
deLays, costs and other dlfflcultleg arlslng frorn the distance of their
separatlon. fn recognitlon of the role of the Branch in ncentralizing,
cc-ordinatlng and pronbting actlvlties of the Decade", appropriate neasures should
be taken to ensure more effectlve, more efficient and snoother worklng r€lations
b€tlteen the two offices ln future years. To achleve this, it l{aa pointed out.
geographlcal proxinity was essentlal.
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I\/. GOVERNAIreE OF THE FTIND

11. fn proposing the optlon of association with INDF, a numb€r of countries
reconmended that the Fund report to the coverning Council of ttNDp, which would
review Fund activltles on an annual basis and report thereon to the General
Assembly. One country stated that thls arrangement rrould strengthen the
inforrnation and anareness function of the Fund and nake its activities part of the
general developnent effortg of the United Nations. A number of countries also
specificalty underllned the lmportance of establlshlng adeguate channels of
comrunlcation or reporting arrangernents among the Fund, the Comnission on the
Status of l{onen, and the Conmittee on the Elirninatton of Discrlminatlon against
I{omen.

L2. The country whlch proposed a careful study of the I]NDP optlon also requested a
stu,ly of the posslble future functlons of the consultatlve conunittee on the
Voluntary Fund for the Unlted Nationa Decade for l{ornen. Another country stressed
that the nembers of the Consultative Conrnittee or an equivalent body should have
approPriate quallficatlons and experience in the speclalized area of women and
developnent, and that the consultatlve comnittee should be given a nandate to
ensure the necessary lndependence of the Fund to fulfil its catalytic role
effectively.
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AUSTRALIA

loriglnal: Englishl

[26 JUIY 1984]

1. The activities of the voluntary Fund for the ttnlted Natlons Decade for women
have been one of the outstandlng successes of the Decade. Australia welcones the
fact that the ceneral Assenbty, recognlzlng thls and also recogn{zing that the
unique task it performs is by no neans conplete, has declded that the Pund should
continue lts actlvltles beyond the Decade.

2. However, thls very nece66ary continuation of the Fund nust not be r€garded, as
so often happens where speclal efforts to inprove the situatlon of wonen are nader
as rendering superfluous continued efforts by the najor operatlonal agencies to
ensure the integration of nomen ln developnent.

3. The catalytic role of the Fund needs to b€ emphasized. The Fund should
concentrate on innovative activities which may, 1f €ucceasful' be taken up by
others, and it shouLd be free to choose the agencies with whlch lt wishes to
collaborate accordlng to their commltment to the integration of wonen in their olrn
developnent efforts.

4. while the Fund uas concelved as a rneans of lnplementlng the goals of the
united Nations Decade for l{onen and na6 accordingly placed under the resPonslbility
of the Centre for Soclal f,ieveloprnent and Eunanltarian AffalEs at Viennar the
criteria adopted for the utllization of the resources of the Fund very properly
enphaslze deveLopftent assistance, wlth special consideration for the nost
disadvantaged wonen. Thls accords r.rith the priority attached to development in the
World Plan of Actlon for the inplenentation of the Objectlves of the Internatlonal
Womenrs Year, which sees developnent aE the rno6t inportant means of furtherlng
eguality of the sexes.

5. Australia considers that whlle the Centre w111 undoubtedly remain an irnportant
source of support for the Fundrs actlvities, the present ln€titutlonal arrangements
for the Fund are not conducive to the effectlve executlon of the developnent-
oriented activities which Australia wishes the Fund to contlnue to undertake.

6. Fron a practical point of view lt ls clearly essentlal to the effective
operation of the Fund that lt rerna{n ln Ner, York where lt can readily co-operate
with the United Nations Development Programe (UNDP), the United Natlons Childrenre
fund (IrNfcEF), the United Nations Fund for PoPulation Activlties (gNFpA) and other
New York-based agencies with which it nrust deal.

7. Another baslc requlrement in Australiars view is that the Fund should not have
to use its llnited resources to establish lrnplementation staff and field servides
of its own.

8. The arrangements the Fund has developed in this regard rdith Irl.lDP have proved
very satisfactory and it would be dealrable to establlsh theae on a more assured
basis.
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9. On the basls of all these constderatlons, and as a conEistent donor to the
Fund. Australia wishes to register strong support for the pernanent establishnent
of the Fund in an autononous assoclation wlth ITNDP. wlthln such an as8ociatlon the
consultativ€ com[ittee on the voluntary Fund for the unlteal Nations Decade for
wotnen, or an eguivalent body, should be given a mandate whlch would ensure the
necessary lndependence for the Fund to fuull its catarytic role effectively.
10. rn consldering the effectiveness of long-term arrangenents along these lines,
Austrarla would stress the lnportahce of the nerdbershlp of the consuLtatrve
comnittee (or equlvarent) havlng appropriate guarlflcationg and eq)erience in the
specialized area of the integration of nonen in deveropfient. A htghly skiued
lrnprementation unit along exlsting llnes wouLd also be needeal to plan and evaluate
Fund-assisted activitieE.

1I. Under the arrangernents outlined, day to day nonltorlng of the Fundrs
actlvitles by the Centre would not be practlcable or appropriate. Auatralia is
none the less concerned that adequate channels of comunlcatlon should reraain
between the Fund and the Centre, and that the Cc[mnlaslon on the Status of Wonen
should receive regular r€ports fron the Fund, together hrith the comnents of the
Centre on these reports.

AIJSTR IA

loriglnal: Englishl

[2] septernber 1984]

The Government of Austria believes that the future of the Voluntary fund for
the united Natlons Decade for vlbnen needs crreful conelderation. Tthe activltles of
the Fund are noted with appreciatlon and the covernnent of Austrla sincerely hopes
that the Fund nay contlnue these actlvltles beyorld the Decade for whlch it has beencreated. The interrelation between the Decade, ite prograrme and goafF, on the one
hand, and the Fun,l, on the other hand, nust not bc lost sight of. sinse the centre
constitutes the focal polnt of the Decade wlthin the united Nations systen, it i.sessential that all activitles of the Fund are cloEely co-ordinated lrtth thls
centre. This interrelatlon between the Fund and the Branch for the Advancer ent of
Iqonen of the Centre was particularly streEsed by the ceneral AssenbLy ln its
resolution 36/129.

BE LGIIN'

[Orlglnalr Frenchl

[].0 JuIy I984I

I. Belgium belleves that the voluntary Pund for the trnited Natlons Decade for
lbmen should be able to conttnue lts activltles beyond 1995. r'hrough this Fund,
projects have been prepared whlch recognlze the role of nonen ln the developnentprocess. rt is, above arl, the $lall-scale projectg llrned at irnprovlng the rlvtng
conditlons of wornen that aEe lnportant, Eince 6uch projects are rarely undertaken
bV other internatlonal lnstitutions.
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2. As for the status of the Fund, Belgium fee16 bound to opt for integratlng the
I'und ln an approprlate vray lnto I'NDP. Belgium therefore would like to see the Fund
placed under the adrninistrative supervlslon of ITNDP.

3" Extensive col-Iaboration bet$teen the Funat and UNDP already exlsts.
tr'urthernore, the projects financed by the Fund are malnly concerned with providing
technical assistance. The lntegratlon of the Fund vtould also helP solve the
current difficultles of crordlnation.

4. As for contributions, Belglu!fl stll1 favours annual pl-edges. Multi-year
pledging ls not acceptable because of natlonal budgetary procedures.

CAN}DE

loriginal; Englishl

[28 June 1984]

1" The covernment of canada attaches conaiderable lnportance to the continuation
of the voluntary Fund for the Unlted Nationg Decade for women after the end of the
Decade in 1985. The Fund plays a vital rol€ wlthln the United Nations systen ln
ensuring that the situation and needs of nonen are addressed in developnent
activities, and that women partlcipate futLy in the developrnent process' both as
agehts and as beneficiaries, rhe ultlnate goal of $omen and development strategies
is to ensure the full integratlon of $omen lnto the econornles and societies of
which they form part. To achleve thls, it Ia esaential that wotnen are an integral
part of both united Nations and natlohal develoPm€nt plannlng and lnlplenentation,
to the beneflt not only of women but of the entlre populatlon. fhe I'und should
continue, as it has done in the pa6t, to serv€ aa a cataLyst' rather than as a
substitute or palliatlve, ln achlevlng thla goa!..

2. Canada is of the vlele that the Fund thould be renamed to reflect the end of
the Decade, posEibly as the nVoluntrry Fund for l{onen ln DeveloPrnentn. ft should
retain a dlstlnct identlty' but at the aane tlne, draw lncreaslngly upon existlng
adnlnistrative and proj ect-del lvery gervlces already eEtablished wlthln th€ United
Nations system, particularly nlthln ttNDP. Glven the Prlnary developnent focus of
the Fund, a serni-autonornous llnkage with UI{DP would naxlmlze effective use of the
Fund's resources whil€ at the sane tirne enFure co-ordlnatlon wlth other development
actlvities withln the Unlted Natlons aysten.

3. canada believea that the revl€tt of future oPtlons for the Fund at the
thirty-ninth session of the Unlted Nationa ceneral Assernbly nIIl provide a useful
foundation for the cornprehenslve, cross-organlzational revlew of women and
development within the Unlted Natlons Eysten that wlII be undertaken at the spring
session of the Economlc and soclal councll ln L985.
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CHINA

[Original: EngIishJ

[27 JutY 19841

The Government of the People t s Republlc of china hlghly appreclates and
actively supports the help and asalatance rendered by the voluntary Fund of the
Unlted Natlons Decade for wdnen to wonen ln developing countrles and particularly
in the least developed countrLes. It ls hoped that the Fund can continue to play
its special role in fuuilling the obJectives of the Decade beyond 1985. As for
how be6t the Fund should carry out it6 actlvities beyond 1985, the chinese
Government hopes that the Fund nill continue to Play lts role in pronotlng
international co-operatlon in accordance wlth the obJectlv€s and goals of the
Decade.

COIOMBIA

Ioriginal: SPanlsh]

[17 August 1984]

1, coldnbia is one of the nany countries uhich have b€neflted considerably fron
the voluntary Fund for the unlted Nations Decade for ltomen. The Projects financed
by the Fund cover a broad lange of actlvltiee for the advancenent of vtonen and the
developnent of their active role in the econony of th€ country.

2. A brief descrlption of the projects will give an idea of th€ varied and
inportant activities of the Fund in Colornblar

(a) iThe lrnage of Honen on radlo': Executed by the Coldnbian Social
Comnunication s€rvice, ln co-operatlon vrith the Natlonal Ptanning DePartnent, its
purpose was to etudy the inage of $orren transnltted to the country through radlo
serials. Broad sectors of the population b€nefited fron the results of that
research.

(b) "Socio-econonlc developnent and supplenentary nutrltiori": Executed
within the franer,rork of CADESOC nith asElstance fron the Fanlly welfare Institute
and the National Federation of Colombirr Coffee-crowers, its purpoae is to train
cornmunlty and groups of $cmen belonglhg to co-operatlves, in such areas as hone
econonics, adninlstration and nanag€nent of snall buslnesaes, use of tine, effect
of the sale of subsidized food on horne econonic6' fanily savings and so on.

(c) nco-operative productlon and narketlngtr: Executed by SENA (National
Training service) ' with technlcal asgistance from uNrcEF, the purpose is to train
wonen in irrcone-generating and organizational techniqueE alned at the promotlon of
nicro- industrles.
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(d) n fncone generation for rural rrornen ln Latln Anerlca"! Thls project,
executed by the fnternatlonaL Federatlon for Hone EcononLcs, with the asslstance of
the National Federation of Colonblan Coff€e-crorer6, tralns rural wonen fron
12 Latin American countriea ae supervl.sors of hone econdrl.ca tralning progrannes,
teachlng then to organize practlcal coureea and to uae teachlng materials ln areae
such aa:

(t) Feasibillty studles,

(ii) Project preparation,

(iii) I'tarketirg,

(iv) Technical tralnlng t

(v) Financ ing and credltl

(vi) Group organlzation and comunlcatlon.

(e) nDevelopnent of mlcro- lndustE ies for sonen, ! Executed by the
Pro-Developnent wornenr s Club of Zanbrano, its purpoEe is to develop garnent-naking
and cornrnercial plant nursery lndustrlee..

(f) "Revolving fund for buslnesswdflen n r Ex€cuted through the Colonbian
Co-ordinating Agency for Voluntary Work, lt eatabllahes a revolvlng credlt system
for vronen interested ln flnanclng mlcro- lndustrles, whlle pEonottng the necessary
tralning and technlcal asslstance.

3. AI1 these projects have used ln one forrn or another both the technlcal
co-operation and the adnlnlstratlv€ nachlnery of IrllDP.

4. Taking into account the posltlve results of the d€velopnent programnes for
pronoting productlon lncentives and, conseqluently, enplolrrEnt at the level of
co-operation beth'een prlvate lnltlative and the publlc Eectors, whlch ls essentlal
for the econornlc take-off of developlng countrie6, we conslder lt essentlal not
only to naintain but to strengthen the Fund, even beyond the Decade.

5. The covernment of Colcrnbla belleves th!t, In vlew of the speciflc nature of
the Fund, the purpose of rrhlch 1€ to finance developDent prograrnes for wonen
greatly ln need of counselllng and t€chnlcal tralning, lts identlty must b€
maintained separate from the Centre foE Soclal D€velopnent and Ilunanitarlan Affalrs
in vienna' since, even though both deal rdlth the problena of women' the centre is
more especlally concerned with such trotltlcal and soclal aepects as the legal
status of wonen, questions of discrlrninatlon agalnst wonen in dlfferent fields and
so on.

6. ihe advantages of malntalning the F-und as an autonolnous unlt in assoclatlon
nlth UNDP at Headquarters ln New York, thereby ensuring that the funds recelved
directly can be used lndependently in developnent prograrrnes without duplicatlon of
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centrar adrninlstrative servlceg and thrt tr'lDp advic€ i6 avallable for obtaininq
financing, lrould be the follonlngt

(a) lhe t\nd would have an lnmedlate capaclty to provide direct technical
assistance to programnes undertaken by the Fund ln areas as varied as bee-keeping,
reforestatlon, conmerclal food proiluctlon, and so on.

(b) By nalntaining lts ldentlty aa r Fund and as an lnstrurnent for technical
ceoPeration, it would be in a poEitlon to influence other inportant funds -
established at Headguarter6 - wlth a vlew to the incluslon of wornen in aIInultllateral technlcal co-operatlon prograrme6 undertaken by the unlteal Nations.

(c, ft would be able to conflne tts efforta to developnent itself. Distanced
fron politlcal debrteE, the Fund could effectlvely help to denonstrate that the
objectlves of economlc developnent are better obtained through creativecroperation between nen and romen, wlth accesa to the necessarv develoDnent
r€sourcea.

(d) lhrough ccoperatlon sith IrNDpr t}|e ltund could invest the bulk of its
resources directly in the prograMn€€ lt finances. wlthout such co-operation it
t{ould have to establlah expenslve adrnlnletrattve structures, not only duplicatlng
those already exlsting in Netr york, but also spendllng 1arge sums of noney whlch
would otheri'ise go dlr€ctly towardB flnanclng the Fund's objectives.

7. other polnts rrhich further €trengthen our convlctlon that as6ociation r,ri th
I,NDP trould be the nost efflcient manner of malntaining the Fund are the following:

(a) rt h'ould help to stabllize the Btrfflng of the Fund. contracts rnade
through UNDP are for long perloda, whereaE the current aysten of extrabudgetary
resources nec€ssltateg the aeard of contracta for one year only.

(b) INDP has great experience in fund-ralslng anir could actively assist the
Fund to increase its budget.

8. The centre for socirl Developnent and Hunanltarian Affairs depends, on the
otber hand, on the regular budget of the Unlted Natlons.

C!BA

loriginal: Spanishl

[3 JuIy 1984]

1. !{ith regardl to paragraph G of General Assernbly resotutlon 36/L2g, the
Governrnent of Cuba considers that the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade
for wonen could b€Bt cotrtinue its rctlvltles beyond the Decade by means of a close
mutuar relationship reith the Branch for th€ Advancenent of women of the centre for
Social Developnent and Hurnanltarlan Affalrs at vienna.
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2. rn paragraph 5 of the above-nentloned resolutlonl the General Assenbly
stressed the interrelatlonsh ip between the Fund and the Branch. Ilonever, this
relationshlp has been hampered by the fact that the€e bodles are sltuated in
different countrles, with all the problems k'lth regard to delays, costs and other
difficulties arlsing as a reEult of the distance durlng these years of experience.

3. The Branch for the Advancenent of wonen is the secretariat's rnachinery for
centralizlng, co-ordlnating and prornotlng the activities of the Decade and, to that
endr shouLd continue to act in this caPacity beyond 1985. APPropriate mea€ures
should therefore be taken to ensure nore effectiv€r ltlo!€ efflcient and smoother
working relations betvteen the tvto offices in future years. The geograPhical
proxinlty of the Rlnd to the Branch is thu8 essential.

4. The covernnent of Cuba recognlzes the importance of the projects approved by
the Consultative Connlttee on the Voluntary Fund for the Unlted Nations Decade for
I{omen for developing countries durlng the Decade and ia therefore sure that they
and other countries nill contlnue to suPPort the t'und, even in the event of its
relocation.

5. The preambular part of General Assembly resolution 38,/106 rnentions the
vatuable contrlbution of rromen progranme offlcers in the reglonal comlisaions. fn
this respect the followlng should be pointed outt

6. The Regional Plan of Actlon for the rntegratlon of wonen lnto Latin Anerlcan
Economic and social Developnent' adopted at tlavana In 7977, decided to establish a

specialized unit wlthln the Econdnic Cffinlsslon for Latln Anerica and the Caribbean
(ECIAC), in collaboration wlth the Centre for .Soclal DeveloPtnent and Funaniearian
Affairs. fn adtlltlon, the subreglonal offlces of BCLA have acted as liaison
offices betneen the Governments in the varlous 6ubreglon6 and the sPecialized unit.

7. This specialized unlt and the focal PolntE establlshed at the offlces in
I'texico and Trinldad and Tobago functioned very efflclentfy durlng the second half
of the Decade, thanks to the flnanclng recelved from the Fund, uP to the end of
1983, ln the case of the Mexican offlce, rnd up to mld-1984. for the Trinidad and
Tobago office.

g. In vlellr of the distances, languages and colununicatlon difficultles in this
region, it is the oplnlon of the Government of euba that a study should be rnade of
tbe future posslbllities for nalntalnlng these focal polnts ln the subreglons. If
a comparative study in nade of the Projects approved by the Fund for the r'atin
i\rerican and Caribbean region, it will be apParent that they are largely due to the
uork don€ in the specialized unit and at the f€al points.

9. Tbe possibility should thus be exanined of the Fund financing these expenses
after the Decade or of thelr being financed blz the regronal econctnLc coauniss ions '
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DEIOIARK

loriginal3 EnglishJ

ll8 June 19 84I

1. As declded in General Assenbly re€olutlon 36/L29 | the Voluntary lund for the
United Natlons Decade for !,lbrnen should continue lt8 activlties beyond the enat of
the Decade. Dennark and the other Nordic countrles have frequently taken the
opportunity of stressing the itlportance tiey attach to the continuation of the
activities of the Fund.

2. One of the goalE of the Danlsh development assiatance policy ls the
integratlon of women ln developrnent. Although the longer term aim nust be total
integration of onen ln all aspecta of development co-operation, Derunark recognizes
the neetl for innovatlve develop'nent projects that hav€ wonen as the dlrect target
group.

3. The Fund has a special role to ptay. be1n9 the only Uhited Nations developnent
co-operatlcn mechanlem whlch speciflcally dells wlth such projects.

4. The experience gained blr the Fund in thls regard should lnfluence the pollcy
of the main progranrnea and agencies of the Unlted Natlons systern in the field of
operational- activities, itt 16 Dennarkr6 vlew that the nandate of the Fund in the

) future should continue to reflect the lmportance of integration of women in the' process of developnent.

5. It is the Danish opinion that the FundrF actlvitles for the benefit of wonen
could best be carrled out through a cloeer and nore dlrect UNDp linkage, and the
possibility of using the Governing CounciL of the ttNDP to revieh' Fund activities on
An annual basis shoutd be considered.

6. on these natterE, a solutlon should be trorked out r{ith UNDP. Further, ln
order to ensure the Fundr6 catalytlc role lt is neceEeary that the Fund, withln the
frarnework of the I,NDP adnlnistrationr hls a certain lndependence and malntains its
own irnage.

7. Therefore, it is not acceptable to the Danlsh covernment to make the Fund an
instrunent of the Branch for the Advancem€nt of !{omen of the centre for social
Developnent and ltumanitarian Affalrs. pllclng the Fund phy6ically and
operationally under the Branch would renove lt frorn the United Nations agencles ln
the malnstreatn of lnternatlonal developnent effort6, as nelI as create a need to
establish its own project dellvery sy6ten.

8. The Fund is hot only a focal polnt in the United Natlons fanll-y for guestions
of wonen in developnent, but in addltlon lt ha€ broad contacts with national
covernments, national hromen.s groups non-governnental organizations, etc. The
future organization of the Pund nust therefore ensure flexibility of approach and alever of lndependence for the Fund, enabring lt to contlnue to a;t as i catalytic

- and innovative agent for women,s lseues and to retaln lts broad outreach.
)
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9. Since the Fund tf,as established, Denrnark ha€ been among the major contributors,
and hopes that Danish contElbutlons to the Fund can be contlnued on the sane
level. Denmark would, honever, at the sane tlne stre6s the ltnportance of a broader
flnancial basls for future fundlm.

FINIAND

[Origlhal: English]

[16 .ruty I9841

1. As one of the najor Eupporters of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for Wonen, the Governnent of Finland consldera lt lnportant that at the
thlrty-ni.nth s€sslon of the c€neral Assenbly a unanlnous declslon should be reached
to maintain the Fund even after the end of the Decade 1985. The Fund has proved
its usefulness and haa functloned efflc{ently. Despite lts relatlvely nodest
resources, t}le fund projectB have contrlbuted to the inplenentatlon of the overall
goals of the Decade.

2. Whlle considering the future adnlnlatratlve set-up of the Fund; Finland rrrould
support a nodel $hlch nould give the Fund an autononoua posltion within UNDP. That
klnd of linkage rrith the tnaln technlcal ceoperatlon fund nithln the United Nations
system rrould offer many advantagea. The Fund could use UNDP servlces whlch r+ould /
not be feasible for the Fund to eatrbllsh for lt6e1f because of its dnallness. It I
would also be itnportant that the Fund report to the covernlng Councll of UNDP. fn
thls fiay, an annual reportlng cycle to the nain governing body of the technical
co-operation actlvitles of the Unlted Natlons ayaten would strengthen the
infornatlon and awar€ne88 function of the Fund and rvould make lts actlvities a part
of the general developnent efforts of the United Natlons. Consequently, it nould
b€ natural that the ltundrs adfilnlatratlon Hould renaln in Nen york, wher€ it could
work in close collaboration trlth ITNfCEF and UNFPA nhose headquarters are also
located in New York.

3. This kind df futur€ adninlstratlve arrangemett of the Fund h'ould b€ ln llne
l.'ith the General Aseenbly resolutions of 1978 dealing nlth the reatructurinq of the
Unlted Nation6.

4. The Finnlsh covernn€nt is further arare of the need to establlsh channels of
conmunicatlon nith the Centre for Soclal D€velopnent and llumanitarian Affalra,
notably irlth its Branch for the Advancenent of Wonen and with the Commiesion on the
status of women and the Conventton on the ELltnlnatlon of Discrlmination agalnst
!{onen.
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GFFMINY, FEDERTL REPUBT,IC OF

[Orlginal: BnglishJ

[18 June 1984 ]

The Federal Goverffi|ent endorseg a continuation of the actlvities of the
Voluntary !'und for the Unlted Nations Decrde for Wonen beyond the end of the Decade
because the projectE prdroted by the Fund are of direct and itnnedlate benefit to
wonen.

JAPAN

loriglnal: Engl ishl

[30 JulY 1984 ]

1. since the General As€embly decided that the Voluntary Fund for the Unlted
Natlons Decade for ltbrnen should continue lt8 actlvlties beyond the Decade, the
,fapanese Goverd ent eonsl.ders lt nro8t lnportant to ensure the effective and
efficient nanagenent of the hrndrs actlvltlea in the future. The effectiveness of
actlvltles prlmarlly depends on the selectlon of approprlate programres. fn this

. connectlonr the future functlon of the Consultatlve Comnittee on the Voluntary Fund
I for the United Natlons Decade for t{bm€n should be carefully studied.

2. A greater ceordlnation of the Fund's act{vlties wlth those of UNDP ls
requlr€d since the actlvltles of the Fund are carried out in the field of technical
asslstance in rvhlch IrNDp ls etrgaged. Tha poeslblllty of establishing a closer
adninlstratlve asBociatlon of the Fund rrith ttNDp, lrlthout underrninlng the autonomy
of the Fund, should be studled.

3. The above comnents are of a prellninary nature, anal the covernnent of Japan
reserv€E the rlght to make its final posltion known when the Fortrard f,ooking
AsseEsment of the Fund becornee available.

LIBERTA

lOriginal: EnglishJ

[12 September 1984]

1. Wlth regard to the Sccretary-c€n€ral r E requeat for advlce as hon best th€
voluntary nrnd for t*te unlted Nations Decade for Women should carry out its
activlties beyond the Decade ln 1985, lt la the coverntnent I s position that the
close working relatlonshlp e€tabllshed wlth UNDP be malntalned and strengthened.
Further' the GoverDnent of Llberla ls pleased to note that the Fund ls currently
provldlng assl8tance to the country ln lts rural developrnent programne, through

I acEivitiea in aouth-eastern Llberie.l
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2. Ttle Governnent of Liberia wishes, therefore, to express its appreciation for
this support., to congratulate the Fund for its achievenents lhus far and to
recorulend that the Fundrs emphaais on development be retained and that its
activities be continued beyond the Decade in sone form of associat.ion with uNDp.

NETHERLANDS

I Or j.g ina]- ! English]

[6 July 1984]

I" The Netherlands strongly supPorts continued and increased developnent efforts
directed !o inploving the situation of wonen. Tbe primary responsibility for these
efforls rests with lhe l-arger united Nalions agencies and programmes involved in
development and with the international financial institutions.

2. Acting as a catalytic and innovative agent for women's issues, the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade for llotnen has an important role to play in
sensitizing thoae organizations and redirecting their activities to wonents needs,
the urtimate goaL being the full and adequate integrat.ion of the Fundrs objectlves
into the regular activiCies of the above-mentioned agencies, progrannes and
insti.tutions.

3. As long as this goal has not been sufficiently achieved, the Fund should
contlnue eo exist as a readily idenLifiable entity. rt. is crear, however, that theactivities and lhe existence of the Fund should not becofte, or be considered as, a
substicute for priority action by the najor operational agencies to pronote the
integration of Homen in developnent.

4. The Netherlands beLieves that a sound financial basis is crucial for the
fulure of Ehe Fund. Over the past years it has been a consistent supporter and anajor donor of the Fund. The final position of the Netherlands on continued
f inanc j.ng beyond the end of the Decade will be delernined by the nature of
decisions to be laken by the ceneral Assembly at its thirty-ninth session
concerning future adminislrative arrangements for the Fund, incruding its rocation.

5. Being snall, the Fund cannot develop its own inplementation staff or field
servj.ce' and nus! therefore continue !o draw on the operationaL capacities of other
agenci.es. rn view of the existing co-operation between the implenentation unit of
the I'und in New York and UNDP, which has proven to be fruitful".some form of
autonomous association witb uNDp, preserving the Fundrs own identity and a degree
of felxj.bilj.ty, would be its nalural future franework. An association with UNDpr
an organization which is fully or lented towards operaEional activities, lrould
ensure access to its lechnical expertise and its financial delivery systen and
field stlucture. In order to be able to influence the nainstrean of United Nations
developnen! accivilies, a level of independence for the Fund would be necessary.

6. The Fund should continue co be located in New york, being the Headquarters for
not only UNDP' but also for IJNICEI', UNFPA and other agencies with which the Fund is
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to co-operate directly. It follows that the Netherlands does not consider it
desirable lhat the Centre for Social Developnent and Hunanitarian Affairs at Vienna
maintain any direct rol€ in policy and operational natters of the Fund. The Centre
is geared to the status and advancenent of wonen, but does not have the necessary
expertise in, nor the mandate for, operational activities. Honever, adequate
channels of comnunication should be establistted between the I'und and the Centre,
notably tbe Branch for the Advancenene of Women, as neLl as rrilh the CorNnission on
the Stalus of nomen and the Corunittee on the Elinination of Discrimination against
l.lonen.

NE9I ZEALAND

loEiginaLs Englishl

[5 August 1984 ]

I. New zealand bas contributed lo the Volunlary Fund for the United Nalions
Decade for women since its inception and regards its establishrnent aa one of the
nost pos j"tive activities of the Decade. In parCicular, the Fundrs enphasis on
technical assistance and self-help projects and its extensive and successfuL
intelaction nith non-governmenlal organizations is to be applauded. Neer Zealandrs
rnajor concern is to ensure that the Fund conlinues to exist in a forn that enables
il lo continue this valuable lrork.

2. f,n pulsuance of this objective, New ZeaLand believes that the Fundrs basic
mandaCe (ehich can be described as integrating women more fully into the
develoPnent process) should remain unchanged and that the Fund should rernain under
United Nations auspices beyond the Decade. New zealand believes the best
alrangement would be for the Fund to be an independent, separate unit of lrNDp,
reportj,ng annually directly to the Governing Council of UNDp. In this way, the
Fund could benefi! from associalion with the adninistrative structure of itNDp,
while retaining its present mode of operation. Nen Zealand also recommends that
the Fund conlinue to be operated fron Nehr york.

NORf{AY

lOriginal: Englishl

[29 June 1984 ]

Introduction

1. By proclaiming the period 19?6-1985 the United Nations Decade for ltomen:
Equality, DeveloFnen! and Peace (General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of
15 December 1975) the General Assembly established wonenrs issues as a legitinate
concern of the international cornmunity. The introduclion of the Voluntary Fund for
lhe united Nations Decade for liomen must be seen as a recognihion that imllediate

I and special efforts to support wornen could help accelerate the developnen!
J
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process. The United Nations agenda itens on questions of developrnent and those on
questions of equalily for women have as a comllbn goal to creale conditions which
vril.L inprove the quality of life for all. NorHay expects that the statua and
future olganization of the Fund will enable it to contr ibuEe rnos! effectively !o
achieving this ultinale goal. As the corrprehensive in-depth analysis and
evaluation of the activities of th€ Fund and lheir inpact wiII only be available
later lhis year, suggestions on future options for lhe Fund nust be seen in
relation to the Fundrs present linkages and oulreach. The Norwegian comnents in
response to the Secretary-ceneral I s note of 1]. April this year therefore must be
considered as sonewhat preliminary. Norwayrs final position has to be reserved
until the For\dard l,ookinq Assessnent of the Fund has been nade available-

2. As a major donor-country. Norway has over the years acguired a signlficant
amount of knowledge and experience wi.th regard to developnent strategies, project
execution and evaluati,on. The follovring remarks on how lhe Norrregian Governrnent
considers the future arrangenent of lhe Fund are based on these insights, as well
as on the experience gained as a menber of che Fundrs Consultative Connittee for
uhe last two years.

Mandate

3. lntegratj.ng women into developnent progrannes is, even when accepted as an
explj.cit objeclive' a conplex problem requiring the ability to disentangle the
densely woven patterns of hunan llves. The Fund is unique in the sense that it is
the onLy United Nations develoinnent co-operation mechanigm which Lies at the
interface of tvo United Nations agenda iterns: development and vromen. That the
Fund was operaiionally perceived lo play such a role is made clear by the
specj.fication of functions assigned to the Fund in General Asaenbly resolulion
3l/I33 of 16 December 1976 where the Fund is requesled to offer development
technical co-operation designed ito inplemen! the goals of the United Nations
Decade for honen: Equality, Devel-opment and Peace. priority being given to the
related prografiunes and projecls of lhe least developed, land-locked and island
countr j-es anong developing countriesr'. Furthermore it' is stressed in resolutlon
38/106 "that the Fund has a unique contribution Eo make to the achievement of the
goals of the Thild united Nations Development Decade, and even beyond it".

4. As an interfacing agent., the Fund, in its projec!-suplrrt operations, sees
developnent as the overall goal and wonen as an inlegral part of it. A relatively
high nunber of Fund-supported activities therefore involve both women and men, and
several are comnunity oriented. The need for continued efforts to link the issueB
of wonen and developmenl within the United Nations system is wdll docu$ented. The
presence of the Fund as a caBalytic agent norking with, inter alia, gnited Nations
orqanizations to sensitize and redirect developnent efforts to achieve a wonenr s
dimension in these activities, is still strongly need€d, as is evidenced by the
lncreasing denands made upon the Fund by these sane bodies and agencies. The
Norvreg ian covernrnent would therefore recomnend that ttte Fundrs main objectivea
should remain unchanged also beyond the Decade,

(

(
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Linkaqe and outreach

5. The Fund became truly operational only four to five years ago, when pt-anning,
implenentation and evaruation of Fund-assisted activities were praced in the handsof an inprementation unit. of the Fund. rn spite of the small staff assigneal to theunit, it has proved highly professional.

6' ror the preaent, the Fund maintains liaison with the deveroprnent agencies inthe United Nations family, as well as inportant lihks with national coyJrnrnents,regional conmissions, national wonenrs groups/Ncos and wonenrs researchinstitutes. This broad range of linkages and various levels of outreaches arerrnportanc aspects of the Funal which must be retained.

7- Through the extensive contacts which the Fund has with grass-roots womenrsIt'vements r asaisting in defining their needs and deveroping stlategies and nethodsto overcome the constraints hindering their deveropment, the Fund gains broadinsight into different. aspects of wonenr s role in development, Tbis information
shouLd in turn be brought !o the altention of policy-makers at the nationar leve1as uell as to planners Eo thaE the way ,o..r, s". thenselves in lhe developnent
Process can be fuuy considered. The Fundts present abirity to move informarlonbet,een various leve.r-a of authority must ther;fore be ensured in its futrrreorqanization' rdhich must also allon for flexibility in the choice of corraboratingPartners. The Fundrs future organizationar framework nusc therefore ensure thenecessary fl'exibirity of approach for tbe Fund to continue acting as a cataryticand innovabive agent for wonenrs issues and at lhe same tine to retain its broadoutreach.

future adminigtralive arrangements

8' The coverntnent of Norway has carefurry considered severar arternatives on hoflthe Fund can besL continue its future activities. Anong the factors that have beentaken into consideration in adalition to the points made in paragraphs 1-4 above, i.sthe proportion of the !'undrs resources. clearly, a fund of such moderate sizecannot entertain any notions of deveroping ils own project inprementation stafr orfield services, and nust continue to draw on operationar capacity of other agenclesas an effective way of slretching its own ..=our".". Accordingly, to establish theFund as an ind€pendent enrily would seen to be neither an effective nor a varid60Iutlon.

9' Further, Ehe catarytic rore of the Fund is another factor that Norvray regards
a6 decisive when considering ics future set-up. The catalycic nature of the !'undin working closely with other agencies nas enabled it ro mobilize additi.onalfinancing for Fund-initiated projects. on its part, the Fund has pickeal up thecost of the womenrs dimension includeit in a nunber of cases where united Nationsagencies have faired or been unabre to provide such funding. However, past andrecent experiences indicale that as the budgetary resources of the speciarized
United Nationg development agencies become more and nore strained, they turn to th€Fund for financing tfie romenis conponent in irt"i, regurar activiti€s. This runscounter to the goals of the Fund which sees as an overriding objective, theintegration of rrcmenr s activities as regular parts of developnent pro]ects. Thu.srt

,
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one must ensure that the n'undrs participation in a project does not become
for the main inpl-e$enting agencies not to integrate women in their regular
progranme and project activities.

10. This indicates the need for some f.Lexibility on the part of lhe Fund
catalytj.c agent !o choose ics partners of co-oPeration as well as of
imPlementation. Selection criteria to be considered woul-d, inter alia. be
agencies' comnj.tment in the longer perspect.ive to the integlation of women
own developnent effor ts.

(
an al ibi

a5a

the
in their

1I. Furthernore, lhis alternacive underlines the need for the Fund to have its olrn
identity and imager and to conLinue to deliver a hiqhly specialized, professional
comPetence in the area of development activities for wonen.

L2. Agains! thi.s backqround' Noreay finds that a forn of autononous association
between ttre Fund and UNDP represents the nost favourable solution' which preserves
lhe Fund's role, image and mode of operation as its natural fulure framework. The
Norvegj"an Governnent findE it vilal that the Fund. nichin this olganizational
set.up' reEain the inpl€nentation unit for the planning and evaluation of
Fund-assisted activities. To redirect developnent slrategies and activiCies and
relate them to women t s needs is a professional task for which a highly specialized
comPetency is needed. An association of this type eith INDP lrould altow for
flexibility for the Fund to contfac! for project delivery services atso with other
agencies clearly identified with development (the International Labour organisation
(ILo), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (PAO), the
regionat economic commigs ions ' etc.) An association with UNDP lrouId as well ensure
access to the technical and geographicaL exPertise of UNDP and its financial
delivery systen and field offices.

13. The quest.ion of a represenlative review body at the legislative and
operational levels, in the opinion of lhe Norwegian Governnent' also has to be
carefully considered.

14. A forn of adninistrative linkage/assoc iation betueen the Fund and I,NDP

indicates that the Governing Council of UNDP could rePresent such a body, which
would review the operational activities of the !'und on an annual basis and report
eo the ceneral Assenb].y.

15. As to the question of making the Fund an instrunent of the Centre for Social
Develolxnent and llunanitarian Affairs (Branch for the Advancemenc of lionen), it is
important to keep in nind that {hile the Centre has a recognized comnitnent to and
uncteistanding of a broad range of wonen's issues' the Fundrs operational direction
has always been devetopnent actlvities. Placing the Fund physically and
operationally under the Branch would rernove it from the United Nations agencies in
the mainstream of international developmen! efforEs, as weII as cleate a need !o
establish a separaue delivery system. However. adequate channels of conmunication
betvreen the Fund and the Centre, as well as with the Commission on the Status of
wonen and the Commitlee on the Elinination of Discrimination against Women would be
useful.

I
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Conclusions and recorunendations

16' The Norl,egian coverrunent r s opposition to a proliferation of voruntary fundsshould be well known. In the natter of women and development, hooever, theGovernment recognizes lhe need for speciar at.tention and rniti.atives to be taken ona temporary basis in order to bring st.ronger nomenttrrn to these 
"ie"it". Norwaytherefore strongly supporEs the decision to continue the Fund. If wonen andwomenrs issues are to be praced in the nainstrean of deveropment actlvitles, the!'uhdrs mandare shouJ-d renain in the interfacing of women ani aeveroprnent issues.Avairable information on the Fundrs activities reafflrmg the need to retain theservices and give suppolt to the type of aceivities provided by the Fund beyond theend of the United Nations Decade for Women.

L7' Accordingry' the Norwegian covernment is aware of the need to bring continuedpressure on uni.ted Nations agencies engaged in deveroprnent efforts to e;sure theintegration of women and wonen's issuei in ehese activi.tleg. This indicates theneed for a special fund for women lrithin the United Nations developmentco-operation systen beyond the Decade. !.tore formallzed adnrinistraiive linkage oran autononous association with UNDP is strongly reconnended. The use of theGoverning councir of uNDp to revier,, runa activities on an annuar basis shour-d becons t der ed.

OI,IAN

lOrLginal: Arabicl

[25 June 1984]

The sultanate of onan has the honour to seate that, affirming the inportanceof tbe efficacious contributions made by the voruntary Fund for the unibed Nations
9:cad9. Fol lromen in many countries and in various flelds (anal partlcularly itscontribution to the project for the deveropnent of local cq runlties in thesurtanate of oman which has had a conspicuous effect on the integration of ruraromani women in comunity developnent,, iu.*" it appropriate that the actlvities ofbhe Fund should continue beyond the decade 19?6-19g5. The sultanahe considers,lllor€oV€f r that Fund contributions night be extended to provi.ate experrise in chefield of wonenrs rural crafts (which help to increase fanily income), includlng thefinancing of certain smalJ--scale projecls l'tr"uglr revorving loans. The Funat tras,in facr' recentry carried out an evaruation 

"tuay 
on the effectlveness of theabove-mentioned proJect for the deveroprnent oi-io"rr contnunities, as one of tbesuccessful activities ro whicb it contiibutes, with a view to pr"".iti"g it to theconsultative committee on the voruntary Fund for the unlted Nations Decaal€ forwomen ' rt is arso worthy of nqte in this connection that the surtanate contributesro the financing of the Fund budget j.n the anount of $Us 101000 

" t;;;: 
'
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SENEGAL

lorlglnal: Frenchl

[13 sePtember ].984l

l. Th€ Governnent of senegal considers that the voLuntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade for nomen is a verlz fioportant fund and ahould contlnue its
activities beyond 1985.

2. Senegal has beneflced fron the Fundrs actlvlties through lhe financing of tno
plojects to assist womenr s lfoupsr for a total amount 591060 Unlteal States dol1ars.

3. On the basis of its experience rrith these tno projectE, Senegal feels that it
would be useful to inprove the FundrB actlvltl€€ at Ewo levels.

4. In lhe opinion of the coverNnent of S€negal, current project subnission
procedures are too lengthy and lnvolve 6tepa shich could be ellmlnated without
de tr irnene.

5. For exanpler in view of the grorrlng numb€r of projecta, lt would b€ deslrable
if the national projects transnitted to and conaidered by I,NDP were sent to the
Fund wj.th copies forwarded to the United Nations regional cdnmlsslons concerned
without the ].atte! having to subrnit their conments on the8e Projects in a
systemat]-c nanner.

6. Nevertheless, the national projecta aent to the regional cormigsions could be
examined by them and EubniEted direct.Iy to the Fund for financing.

7. Regional projects could be subnitted dlrectly to the Fund bY the regional
corunissions.

8. The slosness vrith whlch financlng for projects ie arranged ie regrettable,
particularly since such financing i.3 generally lirnited in EcoPe.

9. since the purpoae of the Fund is essentlally to flnance speciflc projects and
activities to bring about and Plonote the advancement anal integration of women in
the econonic and social devel.opnent proceEa of developlng countries in Particular'
it nould be beneficiat to shorten the perlod for alranglng flnanclng and. if
Possible, to raise the maxit[um level of the Fundra flnanclal assistance in order
enable developing countries, expeclally thoEe in Africa vrhoSe resources €le
part,icul-arIy linited, to submit nore anbltious projects benefltlng women in the
various sectors of econornic and social activity.

10. T:hese are the conments and auggeatlona nhlch senegal sished to nake for the
improved funclioning of the Fund subsequent to tbe Unieed Nations Decade for l{onen.

to

(
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lOriginal3 Engtish I

[25 ,tune 1984 ]

r. The covernnent of the Democratic Republlc of the sudan is of the opinion thatlhe activities of the voluntary Fund for Ehe united Nations Decade for tomen shourdcontinue beyond the Decade.

2' rt is contemprateal that the objectives for which the Fund h'as estabrished
could not be fully realized within the Decadet hence, the continuity of the Fundrsactivities is of importancer especially in areas whele the status of women carrsfor further pronot ion.

3. The covernnent of the Denocratrc Repubrlc of che sudan further believes tha!
Fund activities shourd be expanded to cover rnore activity areas, especially in thedrought affected regions in Africa and in the rehabiritation of indtqenous rurathandicrafts.

SUDAN

SIIEDEN

)

lOr i.9 inal: Englishl

[25 ,tune 1984 ]

1' The swedish covernmenc believes it to be of cruciar inportance for cheeffectiveness of the voruntary Fund for the united aliohs Decade for t{omen lhatthe Fund co-operates closely with united Nations agencies and progranrnes engaged inoPerational activities for deveropment, particularly uNDp, but aLso uNrcEF and
UNFPA.

2' Bearing in mind the inportance of the integration of wonen into the process of
development, the Swedish coverrulent holds tbe view that activities for theadvancement of rromen should becone an integral part of the rrork of the rnajor
oPerational agencies and Programmes in the alevelop[ent fielal. The Fund can make amajor input in achieving this objective.

3' Against this background, it is essentiar to preserve the Fundrs identity so asto enabre it to furfir its catalytic rore in pronoting increased opportunities forttonen fo parlicipate in lhe development proceis and secure their d;; part of its
benef i ts.

4. According to the S$edish view, the best way to achj-eve these goals ts co
secure an autononous posi.tion for the Fund while associating it crosely r,rith uNDp,
lu:h i" the same way as the united Natrons capitar Deveropnent Fund {uNcDr) and theunited Nations sudano-sahelian office (ttNso). such an ar;angement t{ould ensure theFundrs access to the administrative .""ouraa" of uNDp and expertise in id€ncifying,drawing up and evaluating develotrrnent projects.
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5. This associationl however, should not preclude the Fundrs choice of project
delivery partners. The Fund should be able to co-operate, where appropriate, not
only with IJNDP, IJNICEF and UNFPA but also with, inler alia. II,o, FAO and the
regional comnissions.

6. As regards the question of the Fundrs relationship nilh the Centre for Social
and Hunanilarian Affairs. nofably the Branch for the Advancemen! of tdomen, Sweden
finds il desirable to have adeguate channels of corununication between the Fund and
the Centre. Such channels shouJ.d of course also be naintained with the Conmission
on the Status of t{omen and the Committee on the Elinination of Discrinination
against women.

TGO

loriginal: F!ench l

[23 August 1984]

l. Togo has not yeE received assistance fron Ehe Voluntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade for women despite the rnany projects for the benefit of Togolese
women which it has subnilled !o the Fund . However, in March 1984, the Fund
accepled for study a project entitled rorganization and training of women in
potEery crafts " .

2. Togo therefore has an interest in the coneinuation of the Fundrs activities
beyond the Decade and hopes, moreover, tha! Lhe Fund eill be strengthened lo enable
i.t to assist a greater nunber of projects for lhe advancenent of wonen,
particularly in lhe developing countries.

UNITED KI}IGDOT,i OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN I RELAND

loriginal: Engl ishl

ll4 June 19841

1. The Uniled NaCions Decade for women comes to an end in 1985. But this should
not mean any reduction in Unlted Nations efforts in this area. !.4any Member States
have noted Ehat much remains to be done. The preparatory body for the 1985 World
Confelence of lhe United Nations Decade for wonen recognized this fact, in its
recommendation that the contj.nuing efforts of the United Nations should be aimed at
the year 20 00.

2. One of the principal achievenents of the Decade has been the establishnent and
success of the Voluntary Fund for lhe United Nations Decade for itonen. O\rer
80 Member Stages and nany non-governmental organizations have conlributed to the
Fund, Nevertheless the increasing demands for its services significantly exceed
lhe resources available to it. This reflects the Fundrs high reputation and
exceptional effectiveness in Che deployment of its linited resources. It has not

(
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::;:';t
only prayed a catarytic rore in estabrishing imaginative deveropnent projects forthe benefir of poor women and their corununiiies. rt has also prayear an importantPart i.n raisinq lhe awareness of people, covernnents and internaCional agencies ofthe irnpor tance of wornen I s actuar. and poeentiar contribut.ion to the process of
9:yeloryn:nt in society. It has thus rnade a major contrlbution torards tbe ful1rntegration of women into the deveLopment process.

3. The ceneral Assenbry has already decialed that the Fund ahourd continue itsactivj.ties beyond the United Naeions decade for women. At its thirty_ninthsession, it \dj.ll consider hovr this is to be done.

4. There is a clear need for some revision of current arrangenents. These areexcessively cumbersome, providing as they do for the Fund, based in Nelr york, toreporl to the centre for sociar Development and Irumanitarian Affairs at vi.enna.

5. The plincipal objective of reorganization shourd be to inprove the Fundrseffectiveness in contributing to the inlegratron of women into the developmencProcess. This requires, atove all, maintenance of the f,,und in New york, lrhere
UNDP' uNrcEF and ITNFPA are located. The Fund has deveroped clo6e operatrngrelationships with these agencies, particularly uNDp. This has enabr-ed the Fundbolh to draw on their tech;icaI reslurces, .rrJ'to ^"ra a major input into ttteir
Programnes to ensure that these take adequate accounc of the developnent needs ofwonen. These relationships eou!.d not be effectivery maintalned, if the Fund flerenoved to Vienna or else9rhef,e.

6' The united Kingalon is therefore firmly of the vlee that the Fund should remainin New York and should establish an association with uNDp which would alror{ itsufficient autonony to remain a resource of special expertise, and to make an inputrnlo lhe proglanmes of other agencies. Arrangenents should also be made Eo ensurethat the Fund is enabled to maintain its exrsiing operatronar relationshi.ps iriththe specialized agencies, and co be kep! inforned of the work of Ehe Cencre forSocia] Development and tturnanitarian efiairs, the Branch for the Advancement ofwonen, the commission on the status of fiomen, and the connittee on the Elininationof Discrimination against. women and vice versa.

7 ' The united Kingdon considers tha! such reorganization wourd ensure lhat theFund retained the lrust and confidence of both donor and recipient countries. Fortts part. the united Ringdom is ready to make a further donation to the Fund, a6soon as it is saeisfied ihat approptiate .ti"ngemente are to be nade to ensure theI'undrs continuing effectrveness.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

lOriginal: Engtishl

[5,tu1y t9 g4l

]. The United States appreciates ehe Secretary_ceneral I s invitation ofU April 1984 to cornment on how best the volunt;ry Funat for che Unlted NationsDecade for women can continue its activities in the period beyond 1985. As a major)
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conlributor to the Fund since its incePtion' the United States has monitored iLs

workclosely'TheUnj'tedstateswelcomedGeneralAssenblyresolution35/129.I'hich
decided that the activities of the Fund should continue beyond the Decade, and

Assenbly resolutioF 38/106, which decided chat a1I possible oPtions for this
continuation shouLd be reviewed in alePth by lhe Assenbly at itg thirty-ninth
sess10n.

2. Since the Fund haa now been oPerational for several yeals and,the- Decade in
nhich its acEivities lte!; initiatei will close in 1985' a revien of oPtlona for the

Fundrs future is especlally tinelY. The United States haa stated nany times that
the end of the Decade shouid not iepresent the end of concerted efforts to improve

the status of wonen florld wtde. naltrer, it should be the occaaion to revie the

Decadets successes and devel-op Practical strategies to expand on theae Succeaseg in
the future. rt is in this context that the united states subt[itB its vieHs on the
Fund.

3. The united statea believes that a major decade guccess has been the increased

knowledge of the lmportant role playeal by wornen in develotrxnent and the
consideration that this is now given in the progra[urEs of the gnited Nations

system. t{ithin this overall development effort, the united Stales believes the
Fund has prayed an itp"iliil .it"iyii. role which ehould be strengthened ln the

period beyond 1985. It j's believed thi6 could best be effected by the Fundrs

transfer to ttNDP as a separate unit rePorting to lhe Governing Council' succegsful

models for this cyPe of arrangement already extst sithin UNDP '

4. This recorunendation is based on several considerabions' First' the united
States believes that a najor reason for the Pundrs Guccesa has been and uill
continue to b€ its close relalionshiP eith uNDp. The advantages to this
arrangement go HelI beyond the resultant low overhead costs lthich enable the Fund

to nlaximj.ze program resources. uNDP headqualters Personnel and resldenc
rePresenEatives Pertorn an invaluable service in gcreening and nonitoring Fund

proJects, co-ordinating activlties with hoEt governmenta and irnplementing
organizations, .na prorriJing assistance througtrout the duration of the projects'
Expelience has shoen that this activity is invaluable in ensuring that Projects
compternent largerr ongoirrg developmenC effor!s and that lt a13o- concr ibutes greatly
Eo the successful outcome ot projlc* undertaken' The relatively small resources

oflheFundllou]-dobvrousrynotmareitpossibleforiEtoengageitsol{nfield
replesentatives. Thus' a iransfer of thl rund to UNDP nould Eacionalize its
op;ations and would facilitale its adninlstrative requirements'

5. secondly r the United states believes that while small' denonstration projects
of benefit to specific arouPs of wonen will conEinue to be necessary' it is
essentiaL thac these paoi.al" have the capacity foE expansion to reach large
numbers of wonen. Fund iriteria have included this requirement in the formuLation
of nany projecEs and the united states has been Pleased to note that,UNDP and

others have begun to assune responsibility for exPanding che scoPe of several
successful Fund nodels. Non that the runal has been in oPeration fo! geveral years,

its projects will reach nacurily on a regul-art ongoing basis' IncorPoratlng these

nodels inLo larger develoPment ;ctivities will best be acconpllshed if the Fund

ilsel-f is Part of SNDP'

(
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6. Thirdly' exhaustive research over the past 10 years has demonstrated that
effecEive stlategies to pursue balanced economic groi{th must focus on the economic
partj.cipation of women in all aspects of development. It follows that che Fund
rnust itself be located in the mainsEream of Uniled Nations developnent activity in
New York if it is to play an effective role in this larger effort. The proxiniLy
of the Fund to the major developnent organizations of the United Nations has
enabled it to develop close operating relationships which should be strengthened in
the period beyond 1985. The United States would expect the period to be one of
expanded Fund co-operative efforts with other organizaEions to ensure that women
are fully integrated in all aspects of developmen! prograruning.

7. As a menber of lhe United Nations Corunissj.on on the Status of women, the
United States fully recognizes the responsibility of the Conmission to make
r econunendations to improve the status of wornen lhroughout the wor1d. The United
States rrould welcone the Fundrs participation j.n the biennial meetings of the
Commission, along i.rith that of the nany United Nations organizations working
actively go integrate wonen into their prograns. Nevertheless, for the reasons
stated abov€, the United States strongly reconnends that the Fund be operationally
situated in uNDp in New york. vrith suf-ficient aulonony !o renain a unit of speciar
exDertise.

)




