
UNITED
NATIONS

(@) Gcneral Assembly
Distr .
GENERAI,

It
A/39/78I '1 v tt' t

I1 Decenber 198 4

ORfcINAL: El,rcLfSH

ThirtlFnihth session
Agenda itsn 133

FFPOFT OF TT'F SPFCI,AI. COIIrII']TTFF ON THF CI'AFTFR OF TBE T]NTTED NATIONS
AND ON TI'E STFENGTSENTNG OF 1IJE ROLE OF THE OFGAI\]IZATIOT\'

Report of the Sixth Connittee

Fapporteur: yr.. Irrebret cul.l!'y (Turkey)

I r. rrqtPoDlrrrol{

I. The item entitted ',Xeport of the Special Comrittee on the Charter of the
united Natlons and on the strengthening of the Role of the organization' was
included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-nlnth session of the ceneral
Assemb.ly pursuant to paragraph ro of Assenbly resolution 3'/r4r of 19 Dec enb€r 1983.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 2l Septenber 1984, the ceneral Assembly, on the
recornnendation of the General conmittee, decided to lnclude the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Sixth Comrnittee.

3. In connection with the item, the sixth comnittee had before it the followinq
documents:

to

(a) Report of the Sp€cial Connittee on the eharter
the Strengthenlng of the Role of the Organi zationl !1/

(b) Report of the Secretary-ceneral A/39/4AI!i
(c) Letter dated 16 January 1984 from the pernanent

the United Nations addressed to the Secr etary-ceneral

of the United Natlons and

Representative of Israel
(A/39/79 and Corr .l ) t
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(d) Letter dated 13 April
the United l\tations addressed to

(f) t'lork ing paper submitted by Nigeria, the
"Estabi-ishnent of a commission for good offices,
functions and procedures" (A/c.6/39/L.21 .

1984 fron the Pernanent Representative of Israel to
the S ecr etary-Ge nera I (A/39/LgO and Corr'f) i '

Philippines and Ronania entitled
mediation and conc i liationi

(e) Lette! dated 15 October 1984 from the Permanent Representative of
Nicaragua to the United Nations addressed to the Secrecary-General
(A/39 /58I-s/I6782 and Corr.l ) ?

4. At its 6th rneeting, on 28 septenber 1984. the connittee agreed on a tinetable
whereby items 124 (Peaceful settlenent of disputes between States) and 133 (Report
of the special Comnittee on the charter of the United Nations and on the
strengthening of the Role of the organization) r.'ou ld be considered from 17 to
30 October.

5. The cofiunittee considered the item at its 23rd to 31st meetings, from 18 to
31 October, and at its 64th neeting, on 6 Decenber 1984. The sumnary records of
those neetings (A,/c.6 /39 /sR.23-31 and 64) contain the vier.rs of representatives who

sDoke durinq the consideration of the item.

II. CbNSTDERATION OF PROPOSAIS

6. At the 64th neeting' on 6 December, the representative of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya introduced a draft resolution (A/C.6/39/L.4 sPonsored by the f,ibyan Arab
Jamahiriya, subsequently joined by the Islanic Republic of Iran' The draft
resolution read as follows:

"The ceheral As sembly,

"Having considered the report of the speciaf conrnittee on the charter of
the united Nations and on the strengthening of the Role of the organization'
in particular concerning the rnaintenance of int€rnational peace and security.

"Noting the increasing co-operation anong all nations with the aim of
maintaininq the interests and aspirations of all nemb€rs of the internationa.I
comnunity so as to achieve greater harnony for the United Nations system under
the chanqed and ptesent circumstances'

"Recognizing that the strengthening of confidence in United Nations
organs re.nrire" the strengthening of their effectiveness in performing their
functions, particularfy the role of the security council as the organ
entrusted with the prinary responsibility for the maintenance of international'
peace and secur ity,

"Expressing lilE !g!gg!11 thac the security councit has not always been in
a position to discharge its r€sponsibitities to ensure inplenentation of its
decisions regarding the rnaintenance of international peacl and securicy. (
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particularly on natters relating to the exercise by peoples of their right to
self-detern inat lpn and the struggle against colonjalisrn, all forms of racist
policies' includlng apartheld, foreign domination and occupatlon, due to the
nethod of voting in the Councll,

rRecognizing that Articles 10 and lt of the Charter vest the ceneral
Assernbly with functlons and powera in the field of naintalning internatlonal
peace and securicy,

nRecalllnq resolution 486 (xxvll) adopted by the Councll of Mlnlsters of
the Organization of African Unlty at its twe n tlr- seventh ordinary session, hefd
at Port r,ouis fron 24 .rune to 3 July 1926r which calls for a re-exarrination of
the rule reguiring the unanlmity of permanent nenbers, resolution 14 of the
Fifth Conference of Heads of State or covernnent of Non-Allgned Countries,
held at Colornbo frorn 16 to 19 August 1975, resolutlon 3 (VIII) of the Eighth
Islanie Conference of Foreisn I'tini6ters, held at 

"ripoli 
fron 16 to

22 Aay L977, and resolutlon 7 (vI) of the Sixth Conference of Heads of State
or Governrnent of Non-Aligned Countrles, held at Havana from 3 to
9 September I979r which calls for the amendrnent of the Charter, particularly
its provislons relating to the functionlng of the Security Council,

ComendF the Speclal Committee on lhe Charter of the Unlted Nations
and on the.Gig t-he ni n9 of the Role of the organlzation for the progress nade
in its valuable work 

'
Decides that the Special Conrnittee shall contlnue lt€ r.rork accordlng

to the relevant resolutions of the ceneral Assernbly?

Decides that the Special Connittee shall examine the adverse eff€cta
fo.r lhe ma.lntenance of international peace and security arlsing fron the
method of voting ln the Security Councll, taklng into account, inter alla:

(a) The need to ensure that recourse to the unaninity rule is restricted
with respect to questions relating to the inalienable rights of peoples
struggllng for self-determination and against colonlallsn, apartheid, forelgn
dolinatlon, interference, aggresslon and occupation,

(b) The fact that the malntenance of international peaee and security is
the cqnraon responsiblllty of all States Mernbers of the United Nations, based
on the principle of aovefelgn equality and denocracy, 

I

(c) The further refinernent of proposals made ln the Lpecfal Codfilttee
r.,lth a view to strensthening the rple of the ceneral Assemhly accordlng to
Artlcle ll, paragraph 2, of the Chartert

(d) ?he undertaking of a study of the extent to which it ls poEsible to
con€ider reaoLutions of the General Assenbly relating to the rnalntenance of
international peace and aecurity as binding and to be lmplerEnted on an
obl igatory basi s;
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14. Requests the special Comrittee to submit a report on its
deliberations corNcerning paragraph 3 of the present resolution to the General
Assenbly at its fortieth session.

7. At the 64th rneetlng, on 6 Decenber, the representative of the philippines
intrduced a draft resoLution (A/C.6/39/L.18 and Corr.l sponsored by Argentj.na,
AustraLia, Belgiun, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Conqo, cvDrus, EavDt, cerrnanv. Fed€

a, Mex

Sao Tone and prlnc iland la and
v and

Zanbia. The same representatlve proposed an oral amendnent to the effect that the
dates contained in operative paragraph 2 of the draft resolution should read
'4 to 29 l.tarch 1985. instead of "8 Aprlt-3 ay 1995".

8. The comnittee had before it a statement submitted b,y the secretary-ce nera I
(NC.6/39/L.2O) on the prograrule budget implications of draft resolution
A/c.6/39/L.I8 and Corr .1.

9. At the sane rneeting, the Chairfian stated that a group of States, namely
Belgium' cernany, Federal Republic of, Italy, ilapan, New Zealand and Spaln, under
rule l3L of the rules of procedure, had rnoved that the comnittee take a decislon
flrst on draft resolut ion A./C.6/39/L.18 and corr.1, as orally anended. The
representatlve of the Libyan Arab .tamahiriya spoke agalnst the notion. put to the
vote, the notion t{as adopt ed by 73 votes to 23, r.rith 26 abstentions.

10. Also at the sane tneeting, the Comnittee adopted draft resolut i,on A/C.6/39/L.IB
and Corr.l, as orally anended, without a vote (see para. 12).

lI. The representative of France, also on behalf of the Unlted Ki ngdcrn of creat
Britain and Northern freland propoaed that, under rule 131 of the rules of
procdure, the Comittee should not take a decision on draft reaolution
VC.6/39/L.4. The representativeE of the Lib$/an Arab ,Jarahiriya, the Syrian Arab
Republic, the fslanic Republlc of fran and Egl4)t spoke against the motion. put to
the vot.e, the motion not to take a d€cision on draft resolution Vc.6/39/L.4 was
adopted by 46 votes to 36, lrith 39 abstentions.

I I I . RECOlrrf,tEl.rDA?rOr'r OF rflE SIXI! COI,I TTTEE

12. The Slxth Comnittee recomrends to the ceneral Assenbly the adoptlon of the
followlng draf t resolution:

Repor t of the Sp€cial Committee on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Strengthenlng of the Rote

of the orqani zat ion

The ceneral As6embly,

Reaffirning its support for the purposes and principtes set forth in the
chart€r of the United Nations.

New
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Recilltnq lts resotutlon 6S6 (VII) of 5 December L'SZ, 9gZ (X) of2l November t.gSS. 22BS (XXII) of 5 Decernber :1967, 2SSZ (xxIV) of
12 Decenber 1969, 2697 (Xlfft of lI December Lg7O - 296A (X)$II) of
14 Decernber 1972 ana 3349 (XXIX) of 17 Decernbe r 1974.

..-_ Becallinq also its resolutions 2925 (XIOIII oE 27 November 1922,
3073 (xx\rIII) of 30 Novenb€r 1973 and 3292 (XXIX) of 12 Decernber 1924 on the
strengthening of th€ role of the United Nations.

, . . 
Rqcatllng gspeciatly its resolutlon 3499 (XXX) of 15 Decenber 1975, byvrhtch it established the Special Commlttee on the Charter of the UnitettNations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, and itsresolutions 3L/28 of 29 Novenber 1976, 32/45 of I December L977, 33/94 ot

16 December f978, 34/f47 of 17 Dec€mb€ r t979t 35/164 of t5 Decenber t9BO,
36/L22 of 11 Decernber LggI, 37 /J-L4 of 16 Deeember 1982 and 3A/L4L of
19 Decenber 19 83,

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary_ceneral on the rrork of theorganization submitted to the ceneral Assenbly at it' thirty-seventh y andthirtfninth !/ sessions as vrel1 as of the views and connenca expressed onthen by I'tember States,

Having considered the report of the special Conmittee on the Charter of
| :lr. united,Nations and on the strengthening of the Role of the organlzatlon on' the work of the sesslon it held i,n I9a41 !/

Taking into acEount the elaboratlon by the Special Comrlttee of theoutline for the handbook on the peaceful settlernent of disputes betlreen statesand the conclusions thereon, 5/
Notlnq the inportance that pre-sesslon consultations anong the members ofthe special conmittee and other interested states may have ln facilitating thefuuilrnent of its task,

Conscious of the fact that the year lgg5 narks the fortieth anniversarvof the United Nations,

. conqi9erinq that the speclal comnlttee has not yet fulfilled the nandateentrusted to it,

2/ Official Records of the General

v
!/

)v
Ibid., Supplenent r,ro. 33 (A/39/331 .

Ibid., para. 133.
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I. Takes note of the report of the Special Conunittee on
the United !'tatlons and on the Strengthening of the Role of the

2. Decides that the sp€cial comnlttee shall convene its
from 4 to 29 March 1985t

the Charter of
organi zat ion t

next gession

3. Requests the Special Comnittee at its next sessionr

(a) To accord Priority by devoting rnore time to the guestion of the
maintenance of international peace and securlty ln all its aspects in order to
strengthen the role of the United Nations' in particular the Securlty courEil,
and to enable it to discharge fully its respons lbi ll t ies under the charter in
this fieldi this necessitates the exaninationr inter alia, of the prevention
and renoval of threats to the peace and of situations lthich rnay lead to
international friction or give rise to a dispute, the SPecial colmittee nill
work on all questions wich the ain of subtritting its concluslona to the
General Assenbly, in acEordance with Paragraph 5 below, for the adoption of
such recommendations as the Assembly deems appropriate. In dolnq sor the
special conmittee should continue its work on d@unent A/AC.L82/L.38 or any
revision thereof as well as other proposa ls which might be madet

(b) To continue its work on the question of the peaceful settlenent of
disputes between States and in this contextr

(i) To continue the consideration of the proposal contained in the
norking papers ln documents U38/343 and A/39 /C.6/L.2 on the
establish[cnt of a comrlssion for good officesr nediation and
conci liat iont

(ii) To er(arnine the progreas report of the secretary-General on the
elaboration of the draft handbook on the peaceful settlerient of
disputes between Statest

4. Fequests the special Conunlttee to keep the queseion of the
rationalization of the pr@edures of the Unlted Nations under revi€n, and to
revert to its $ork on this topic vrhen it deqls apProPri€tet

5. Also requests the Speclal comnittee to be nindful of the lftporcance
of reaching generaL agreenent r^rhenever that has signif lcarce for the outcone
of lts work t

5. Urges menbers of the speclal committee to participate fully ln its
work in fulfilnent of the mandate entrusted to itt

7. Decides that the special co rnitte shall accept the participation of
observers of lqernber States, including in the rneeting of its working grguPst

8. fnvites Governments to subrit or to bring up to date, if they deern
it n€cessary' their observations and proposals' in accordatre with General /
Assenbly resolueion 3499 (XXX, t I
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9. Requests the secretary-Ge neral to render all asslatance to the
SpeclaL Conmitteet

10. Requests the Secretary-General to prePlrer on the ba6i6 of the
outline e TEEIEEE by the spectal conmlttee and in the l tght of the views
expressed in the course of the dlscusslone ln the Slxth Cottgllittee and in the
special conrnittee, a draft handbook on the peaceful settletrFnt of dlEputes
betneen states' and to report to the spectal Corunittee at ita next eeeBion on
the progress of work, before submitttng to lt the draft handbook ln its final'
fornr hrith a view to its approval at a later staget

11. Resuests the sPecial comrlttee to subnit a report on its $ork to the
ceneral AsEembly at its fortieth sessiont

:r2. Decides to lnclude in the provi 61onel. agenda of its fortleth Eegsion
the ltem enEttfio "Report of the special comlttee on the Charter of the
United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of thc Organlzationn'

B

The ceheral Assembly,

Recalllng its resolution 283? (Xlntl) of 17 Decetnber 1971 on the
r at ioilFat ion of the procedures and organiration of the General Asgembly,

Having consldered the report of the sPeclal Comnlttee on the Charter of
the United Nations and on the Strengthenlng of the ble of the Organizatlon of
its 19 84 session, ]y

conscious of the need to dlscharge in the tnost efftclent nanner the
functions incurbent upon it under the Charter of the United Natlons,

L. Approves the corlcluslonE of the SPeclrl Conmlttee on the charter of
the United lG1tons and.on the Strengthenlng of the nole of the Organlzation aa

set forth in the annex to the present reeolutlon,

2. Decides that the conclusione referred to in peragraPh I above ehall
be reproduced as an annex to its rules of Procedure.

) V E!l!.r Paras. 151-162.
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AI.'NEX

Comnittee on the Unlt ed

1. The agenda of the sesaions of the ceneral Assenbly should be sinplified as
nuch as possible by grouping or nerging related itqns, after consultatlon and wlth
che agreenent of the delegationa eoncerned.*

2. Specific items should be referred, where relevant, to other United Natlons
organs or to specialized agercies. The right of States to reguest that specific
ile s be discussed in the ceneral Assenbly should rernain unirpalred.

3. The reconnendatlon in paragratr*l 28 of annex V to the rules of procedure of the
ceneral Assembly, according to whlch the Assernbly should ensure, a6 far as
possible, that the sane question, or the sane aspects of a guestlon, are not
considered by lrcre than one ltaln Comrittee, should be rnore fully lmplenented,
except \,rhen it rdould be helpful for the Sixth Comrittee to be consulted on the
legal aspects of guestions under consideratlon by other connittees.

4. The ceneral Comnittee should more fully play its role under rule 42 of the
rules of procedure and paragraphs I and 2 of ceneral Assenbly decleion 34/4OI,
reviewing periodically the work of the Assenbly and maklng the n€cessary
recommendat ions.

5. The Chairnen of the Iitain Comnittees should take. in the light of pa6t
experience, the initiative to propose the grouping of similar or related lt€' s and
the holding of a single general debate on then.

6. The Chairnen of the fiain Comrittees should propose to the Conunlttee the
closing of the list of speakers on each item at a suitably early stage.

7. Agreed programrnes of work should be respected. To this end, neetings should
start at the scheduled tin€ and the tine allotted for meetinqs should be fullv
utilized.

8. The bureau of each tr{ain cor nittee should periodically revlew the progress of
rrork. fn case of need, it should propose appropriate neasures to ensure that the
work remains on schedule.

9. Negotiation procdures should be carefully s€lected to suit the particular
subject-natter.

* The view was expressed that the agreenent of the delegations concerned I
vtas not an essential condition. !
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lO. The secretarlat should facilitate infonnal consultations by providing adequate
conference facillties.*

11. The mandate of subsidlary organs should be carefully defined ln order to avoid
overlapplng and duplication of rrrork. The ceneral A€sembly should also revlew
pertodlcauy the usefulness of its subsidiary organs.

L2. Resolutlons should be as clear and succinct as posslble.

)

* The view was expre ssed that
any f inanclal lnplicatlons whatao€ver

thi s recomlendat ion r.ras not
and was approved subject to

intended to have
that cond it ion.




