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1. The iten entitled "Status of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of victins of arned conflicts:
relrcrt of the Secr eCary-cenera l" was included in the provisional agenda of the
thirty-ninth session of the ceneral Assernbly pursuant to paragraph 4 of Assemblv
resolution 37/If6 ot 16 Decenber 1982.

2. At its 3rd plenary rneeting, on 21 SepCember 1984, the General Assenbly, on the
reconnendation of the ceneral Comnittee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Sixth connitt.ee.

3. The Sixth comnittee had before it the report subnitted by the
secretary-cener aI (A/39/465) pursuant to paragraph 3 of ceneral Assenbfy resolution
37 /116 .

4. The Connittee considered the item at its 7th, 8th and 63rd rneetings, on I and
2 october and 5 December 1984, The sumnary records of these meetings
(A,/C.6/39/5R.7, 8 and 53) contain the views of representatives who spoke during the
consideration of this iten.

5. On 13 lilovenber 1984, a draft resolution @/e.6/39/L.61 sponsored by Austria,
Bangladesh, Costa Rica, Denmark, EglpC, Finland, chana, the LibJan Arab Jamahiriya,
the Netherlands, Norway, sneden, Tunisia and Yuqoslavia was circulated. The draft
resolution read as follows;
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"The General Assernbly,

"Recalling its resolutions 32/44 of I December 1977, 34/5L ot
23 Novenber 1979 and 37/176 of 16 Decenber 1982,

"Ilaving considered the report of the Secret ary-Genera 1 on the status of
the Protocols Additional to th€ ceneva Conventions of Lg 49 1,/ and relatinq to
the protection of victins of arned conflicts,

"Convinced of the continuing value of established humanitarian rules
relating to arned conf.licts and the need to respect and ensure respect for
these rules in all circumstances pendinq the earliest possible ternination of
such conflicts,

"Mindfyl of the need for continued improvernent of the implementation, and
for further expansi.on, of the body of hrunanitarian rules relating to armed
conflicts,

"Particularly mindful of the importance of the protection of the civilian
populationT especially women and children, against the effects of hostilities,

I'l'tot ing the virt.uarly universa.L acceptance of the four ceneva conventions
of 1949 2/ concerning the protection of victirns of arned conflicts, and their
binding character for all parties,

"Concerned, however, at the fact that so far only a lirni.ted number of
States have signed, ratified or acceded to the tuo protocols Additional to the
Ceneva Conventions,

fnternational Comnittee of the Red Cross to prornote and to disseminate
knowledge of the two additional protocols,

all states-Gl5lfEilfEEi-TTthout delay the marter of ratifying or acceding
to the two Protocols Additional to the ceneva conventions of rg4g and rerarrnq
to the protection of victims of arned conflictsl

"2. Calls upon all States b€coning parties to protocol I to consider the
natter of rnakinq the declaration provided for under article 90 of that
Protocol t

"3. Requests the secr eCary-ceneral to submit to the cenerat Assernbly atits forty-first session a report on the status of the protocols based on
information received from Menber states,

1/

u
A/39/465 -
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Decj'destoincludeintheprovisionalagendaofitsforty-first
session an item entitled rstatus of the Protocols Additionaf to the Geneva

conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of victins of arned

conflictst report of the Secr et ary-Ge neral 
" 

"

6. At the 63rd meeling, on 5 Decenber ' the representative of sweden j ntroduced a

revised draft resolut ion (A/c.6/39/L.6/Rev'1) sponsctred by Austria' Bangladesh'

costa Rica, Derunark, Eqwt, Finlanq' Gh3na, tt'u 44+4+4i9Tl*4:.th"
Necherrands, l.Iorwav, su rf;;;;J;;;;;;:fr!i sia aid Yugoslavia' which difrered frorn

the oriqinal text in the following respect: op", utfiEE?EEiaph l was rev"orded to
r ead:

Reiterates its cal=l, contained in resolutions 34/5I and 371116, that
all StaCes ;h"rld ."."td.t; the earliest possible date the matter of
i.ttiyi.g or acceding to the two Protocols Additional to the Geneva

conventions of 1949 and relating to the protection of victirls of armed

conflic ts t tr

7. At the sane meeting' the Comniteee adopted the revised draft resolution
(Vc.6/3g/L.6/Rev.I) erithout a vote (see para' 8) ' statements in exptanation of
iheir position were nade by the representatives of Israel and the United states'

RICOMMENDATION OF T1IE SIXIH COMMITTEE

8. The sixth Commrttee reconmends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

following draft re solution:

Status of the Protocols Addjtiolal t9 ttle.qeneve Colvqntiolg.of l9{9

""d ."f"tins to tf,e

The General Assetnbly .

Recalling its lesolutions 32/44 of I Decenber 1977' 34/5I of
z: loiEilEer tg79 and 37/IL6 of 15 December 1982,

Having considered the report of the secretary-Generat ],/ on the,status.of
pEoIiEE it io"a L 4/ t; the Geneva conventions of 1949 and relating fo
protection of victims-of arrned conflicts,

the
the

4/

l

convinced of the continui ng
relating to armed conflicts and
these rules in all circunstances
international instrunents pending
conf.licts,

value of established hurnanitarian rules
the need to respect and ensure respect for
vrithin the scoPe of the relevant
the edr.Iiest possible termination of such

^/39/46s.
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Mindful of the need
for further expansion, ofconflicts,

for continued inprovenent of the inplenentation, andthe body of hunanitarian rules relating to arned

_ 

paftjcularly nindful of the
PoPulation' especialty women and

irnportance of the protection of the civilianchildren, against the effects of hostilities,
Noting the virtually universar acc€ptance of the four Geneva conventl.ns?l !9 49 5/ concerninq the protection of irictins of arned conflicts, and theirbindinq character for all parties,
Aware, however, of the fact that so far only a linited nurnber of staceshav€ signed' ratified or acceded a"-itr. tt--"roio"or" Additional to the cenevaConvent ions .

fnternat ional
knovrledge of

Conmittee of the Red Cross to pronote
continuing efforts of the
and to disseninatethe tr,Jo additional protocols,

1' Feieerates i r:__gg l-!. contained in reso.lution s 34/5I ana 37/:a:|6, toall statesr-o-Eiilf?E?-FTrE earriest po""irri" art. rhe narter of ratifyingor acceding to the two protocols Additionar co the ceneva conventions of rg 49ahd relating to Lhe protection of victins of arned conftictsl
2. Calls upon at1 States becoming parties to protocol f to consider thematter of marilt-th-e declaration proviaia' i"i -u"a., 

article 9o of rhatProtocol t

+g!S$E the secr et ary-cenera I to submit to the ceneral Assembly atrts forty-first session a report on the status of the protocors based oninformation reeeived fron Member States,

^^--,n-: .,Deg.ides to include in the provisionaL agenda of its forty_filstsessron the itern entitled "status of th€ prot;ols Additional to the cenevaconventions of Lg4g and retating t" tt. pi"i""Iion or victims of arnedconflicts: report of the Secretary_Geneialn.
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