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making our contribution towards world peace-for
peace cannot for long remain secure if it is not based
On justice for all the respect for the human right.s and
fundamental freedoms of all peoples.

5. As a newly-emerged nation we are making every
possible effort with all the available resources at our
disposal to accelerate our social and economic devel­
opment and raise the living standards of our people.
And I am sure we are not alone in this endeavour.
Needless to say, we are convinced that only in an at­
mosphere of international peace and security and in an
atmosphere of friendship among nations can we make
real and undisturbed progress towards economic
prosperity. Indeed, this is one of the very reasons why
we deplore the acts of repression in Tibet since we
consider that the systematic violation of the human
rights and fundamental freedoms of the Tibetan people
might have the effect of increasing international tension
and embittering relations among peoples at the very
time when encouraging efforts are being made by
responsible leaders to improve international relations.

6. I would like also to make our position clear that in
co-sponsortng this item we are acting entirely on our
own initiative and in pursuance of our own independent
foreign policy and not, as some delegations have base­
less1y alleged, at the machinations of some other
Powers. May I point out that my Government was in
fact one of the first to pronounce itself on the question
of Tibet. As early as March 1959, our Minister of
External Affairs made a statement deploring the ruth­
less suppression of the Tibetan people and declaring
that as an Asian people believing in the principles of the
United Nations Charter, we were firmly opposed to all
brutal measures of suppression. This policy was
further emphasized in the election manifesto of the
Alliance Party. 'The overwhelming victory of the Al­
liance Party in the recent general elections in the
Federation of Malaya is a clear reflection of our
people's endorsement of the stand we are taking on
Tibet. The allegations that have been made against us
in the General Assembly are therefore not only utterly
groundless but most insulting to our people and to our
foreign policy, which is an independent policy and en­
tirely our own.
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AGENDA ITEM 73

President: Mr. Vfctor A. BELAUNDE (Peru),

Agenda item 73:
gl1estion of Tibet

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): In
today's plenary meeting we shall begin consideration
of agenda item 73, the Question of Tibet, which the
General Assembly decided would be dealt with directly
without being referred to a Main Committee. With
regard to the item under consideration, a draft resqlu­
tion has been submitted by the Federation of Malaya
and Ireland [A/L.264] .

2. Dato' KAMIL (Federation of Malaya): Before I
proceed to open the debate on the item on the agenda,
may I, on behalf of my Government and delegation,
express to the delegation of India, and through it to the
people and Government of India, how very distressed
we are to learn of the disaster caused by the recent
heavy floods which have brought great misery and suf­
fering and loss of property to our friends in India. Our
very sincere concern and sympathy go to all of them,

3. Speaking for my delegation, I would like to make our
position clear at the very outset that in co-sponsoring
[A/4234] the item under discussion and the draft
resolution [A/L.264] now before this Assembly, we are
concerned only with the issue ofthe violation of human
rights and fundamental freedoms. This is a grave issue
that must intimately concern all freedom-loving
peoples. We maintain that any systematic violation of
human rights and fundamental freedoma, be it in Tibet
or anywhere else in any part of the world, must. be a
matter to be taken up by the United Nations.

4. It is not the intention of my delegation to turn this
item into a controversial political issue that might
aggravate international tension or prejudice the efforts
now being made towards the improvement of inter-
national relations. On the contrary, we welcome these 7. Some delegations have questioned the competence
efforts and it is our hope that the negotiations now of the General Assembly to discuss the Question of
going on among the big Powers will ultimately lead to Tibet in view of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter
the realization of stable and lasting peace. We par- and on grounds of their claim that Tibet is part of
ticularly welcome the meeting between President China. It is not our intention to raise in this debate the
Eisenhower of the United States and Chairman Khrush- issue of Chinese sovereignty or suzerainty over Tibet
chev of the Soviet Union, and their exchange of visits, since, as far as my delegation is concerned, this issue
as a contribution towards the relaxation of existing has no real relevance to the draft resolution under
international tension. However, we are conscious that, consideration. We have always taken the view that,
in Our desire not to take any action that might be pre- while the principle of non-intervention in the internal
judicial to these efforts, we must not be lulled into the affairs of any State must be upheld, anyproblem which
belief that by ignoring the acts of repression in Tibet involves a violation of the principles enshrined in the
and the systematic violationofhumanrightsandfunda- Charter of the United Nations and the Universal
mental freedoms of the Tibetan people we are in fact Declaration of Human Rights and which might have far
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reaching effects of increasing international tension
cannot be regarded as exclusively an internal prob­
lem. It is on this ground, for instance, that we have
once again, together with other Asian and African Mem­
bers, proposed the inscription of the Question of
Algeria and the Question of race conflict in South
Africa on the agenda of this session of the General
Assembly. In taking up the question of Tibet we have
been guided by this same principle.

8. Our record in the two years that we have been in the
United Nations clearly points to the consistency with
which we have adhered to this principle of our foreign
policy. This, I hope, will make it sufficiently clear that
in taking up the Question of Tibet we are not in any way
prompted by a mischievous motive of aggravating the
cold war, nor are we doing so at the behest of some
other Powers as has been suggested by some delega­
tions in this Assembly.

9. Since the spring of this year when fighting broke
out in Tibet between the Tibetan people and the armed
forces of the People'S Republic of China, the outside
world has been disturbed and alarmed over reports of
ruthless acts of repression and suppression committed
against the Tibetan people. Our sympathyandadmira­
tion must go to the Dalai Lama who, in his determina­
tion to keep the spirit of his people alive and to tell the
world of their plight and sufferings, had to flee from
his country risking his life and enduring severe hard­
ships.

10. Since his flight from Tibet the Dalai Lama has
made several official statements about the repressive
measures that have been taken against his people-all
consistently pointing to a gross violation of the human
rights and fundamental freedoms of the Tibetan people.
In his appeal of 9 September 1959tothe United Nations
Secretary-General, the Dalai Lama gave a series of
examples of acts of repression committed against the
Tibetan people. He made the allegations, among others,
that thousands of Tibetans were deprived of their
properties and of every source of livelihood and were
thus driven to death and desperation; that men, women
and children were forced into labour gangs and to work
on military constructions without payment or on
nominal payment; that thousands of innocent Tibetans
were brutally massacred; that a number of leading
citizens were murdered without cause or justification;
that every attempt was made to destroy the Tibetan
religion and culture, and to this end thousands of
monasteries were razed to the ground and sacred
images and articles of religion completely destroyed.

11. There may be some delegations in this Assembly
that, while feeling sympathetic towards the Dalai Lama
and the Tibetan people, may yet entertain some doubts
as to the reliability of the Dalai Lama IS reports and as
to whether these reports are sufficient to establish
prima facie evidence of violation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in Tibet. In this connexion I
would like to point out that the allegations made by the
Dalai Lama are supported in no uncertain terms by the
International Commission of Jurists, an independent
and respected body, whose preliminary report on the
events in Tibet entitled The Question of Tibet and the
Rule of Law was published in Geneva in July this
year. i l I would refer only to that part of the report
dealing with the violation of human rights, in which the
Commission declares that the evidence showing vio-

V int ernancna l Cornrrucs nn, or j ur ists , The Questj'lri of Tibet and the
Rule of Law-A Pt-dllllltWr-y r\C~ (Ceneva, 1959),

lations by the Chinese authorities of the fundamental
human rights ofthe Tibetans is very strong. The report
gives a summary of the rights denied to the Tibetan
people, which altogether points to a denial of almost
everything that contributes to the dignity of man.

12. The violation of human rights as summarized by
this report includes the violation of the rights to life,
liberty and security; the infliction of forced labour on
the Tibetans; the infliction of torture and cruel and
degrading treatment; the violation of the rights of
home and privacy; the denial of freedom of movement:
the infliction of forced marriages between unwilling
parties; the arbitrary violation of property rights; the
systematic denial of the freedom of worship and re­
ligion; the suppression of freedom of expression and
communication and the freedom of a.s soctatton: the
denial of free choice of employment; the wanton dis­
regard for the economic rights of man in relation to
his country's resources; the denial of the right to a
liberal, non-discriminatory educational system; and
the denial of the right to participate in the cultural life
of the community. The report adds:

"In short, almost all the rights which together
allow the full and legitimate expression of human
per sonallty appear to be denied to the Tibetans at the
present time and, in most cases, for some time past.
On the basis of the available evidence it would seem
difficult to recall a case in which ruthless suppres­
sion of man's essential dignity has been more
systematically and efficiently carried out." Y

13. My delegation is satisfied that the official state­
ments of the Dalai Lama and the report of the Inter­
national Commission of Jurists are sufficient toestab­
lish prima facie evidence of an attempt to destroy the
distinctive religious and cultural heritage and auton­
omy of the Tibetan people and of a systematic violation
of the human rights and fundamental freedoms as set
out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

14. It may be that, in the absence of an agreed cove­
nant on human rights, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which was approved by the General
Assembly on 10 December 1948 [resolution 217 (HIll
may not have binding force. It is nevertheless recog­
nized as being declaratory of generally accepted
standards of behaviour for any State. At any rate, the
universality of the principles of human rights and
fundamental freedoms has never been disputed. In this
connexion, may I be permitted to point out that the
People's RepUblic of China itself, as a subscriber to
the Bandung Declaratton.z/haa declared its full support
for the fundamental principles of human rights as a
common standard of achievement for all peoples and
all nations, and of the Purposes and Principles of the
United Nations. The flagrant violation of human rights
in Tibet by the People's Republic of China must there­
fore be a matter for the moral consideration of Asian
and African peoples who subscribe to the spirit of the
Bandung Declaration. The question of Tibet does
not, however, concern Asia and Africa alone. It
is a problem of far-reaching implication-one that
touches the conscience of mankind.

15. It is Our contention that any systematic violation
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in any
part of the world, by whichever nation, great or small,

y lbid" p, 59,

1J Contained in the Final Communique of the Asian-AfrIcan Con­
ference, held in Bandung in 1955,

I
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eastern or western, cannot be morally justified and is
a matter of which the United Nations must be seized.
I submit that this Assembly has a moral duty, in the
name of justice and humanity, to record its judgement
on the ruthless violation of human rights in Tibet. The
fact that the People's Republic of China is not repre­
sented in this Organization does not constitute a justi­
fiable ground for this Assembly to turn a blind eye to
what has taken place. If this Assembly chooses to
ignore the events in Tibet, its silence on the matter
can only be interpreted to mean a connivance in the
infringement of the very principles which it is pledged
to uphold. And such a connivance, in the view of my
delegation, can only lead to the diminishing of the
prestige of the United Nations and the weakening of its
moral force as the guardian of human rights and human
dignity for all peoples.

16. My delegation shares with other delegations in
this Assembly the aspiration that this Assembly may
go down in history as the Assembly of Peace. It is
only proper that this Assembly should pronounce itself
on the Question of Tibet. For the Question of Tibet is
one of human justice, and peace must be based on
justice if it is to remain secure for long. I suggest that
this Assembly should exercise all its moral force to
see that peace is restored in Tibet, that the fundamental
human rights of the Tibetan people are preserved and
respected, that their right to maintain their distinctive
cultural and religious heritage and autonomy is not
violated, and that any reforms introduced in the
interest of progress should be made only in a manner
consistent with respect for fundamental human rights
and not by the use of brutal force.

17. As a people which gained its freedom and in­
dependence only two years ago, we in the Federation
of Malaya deeply treasure our newly won freedom and
independence, our newly won status and dignity not only
as a nation but also as individuals. Our deep sympathy
therefore goes to our fellow men in Tibet, whose desire
to live in peace and to maintain their freedom of wor­
ship and religion has been suppressed. I have no doubt
that all peoples who cherish freedom and liberty,
partiCUlarly those of small and weak countries, like
our own, which have lately become independent, will
share our feelings.

18. Unlike the big Powers, which can always fall back
on their mighty armaments when other measures to
thwart aggression have failed, we of the smaller coun­
tries have to look to the United Nations, and to world
opinion channelled through this Assembly, as the
source of moral force on which we can place our hopes
for the preservation of our human rights and human
dignity.

19. In adopting our stand on such a question as this,
we should always be mindful of the fact that Should we,
because of individual national interests, connive at
flagrant violation of human rights by any nation, big
or small, we would only be exposing those very
interests to the danger which will inevitably arise from
such acts of violation, for, once the barrier of world
public opinion, freely expressed in this Assembly, is
down, it will only make future violations very much
easier.

20. For these reasons, I make a strong appealto this
Assembly to adopt our draft resolution. The pronounce­
ment made by this Assembly will then be heard in all
corners of the world as the pronouncement of mankind.
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It is our earnest hope and sincere belief that the
strength of its moral force will serve as a restraining
factor that cannot for long be disregarded, so that the
acts of repression in Tibet will soon come to an end
and the fundamental human rights of the Tibetan people,
as well as their religious and cultural heritage, will
once again receive the respect due them. If this As­
sembly adopts this draft resolution, I am certain that
it will not only reinforce the faith and trust of all
nations in this Organization, but also go a long way
towards the restoration of peace, justice and human
dignity in Tibet. And it will surely go down in history,
in the true spirit of the President's prayer, as the As­
sembly of Peace and, may I add, of Justice.

21. Mr. AIKEN (Ireland): I should like first to join
with my friend, the representative of the Federation
of Malaya, in expressing to the delegation of India our
sincere sympathy with the Indian people and Govern­
ment on the occasion of the disastrous floods, ac­
companied by great loss of life, which have occurred in
several districts of India.

22. As my delegation is eo-sponsor of the draft
resolution [A/L.264] which has been so ably movedby
the representative of Malaya, I have the honour to
second its adoption.

23. The item entitled "Question of Tibet" has been
inscribed on our agenda [826th meeting], as the As­
sembly is aware, by 43 votes to 11. The voting seemed
to my delegation to reflect the great concern which has
been aroused throughout the world by the action of the
People IS Republic of China in Tibet. We have no doubt
that that concern is as great .among countries which
felt obliged to abstain last week as it is among those
which voted for inscription of the item. That concern
cannot have been lessened in any way by the manner in
which a few representatives saw fit to deal with the
matter.

24. The representative of the Soviet Union had of
course understandable difficulty in finding reasons to
justify Peiping's action in Tibet. This difficulty was no
doubt at the origin of his manner of referring to those
of us who have sponsored the inscription. I regret that
he felt constrained to describe Ireland and Malaya as
agents and tools of another country. We neither wish
nor need to reply in the same key.

25. The sympathy of the Irish people with victims of
imperialism is nothing new. It goes out to the people of
Tibet in their present sufferings as it did in the past.
I may recall that in 1904, at the time of the British
expedition to Tibet, Michael Davitt, the Irish patriot
and social reformer, endeavoured to arouse public
opinion in the United States for the cause of the Tibetan
people. Davitt is rightly described in the Soviet Encyc­
lopedia as a staunch fighter against colonial oppres­
sion. There can be no doubt that if Davitt were alive
today his voice would be heard in protest against the
much more ruthless and generalized manifestation of
imperialism in Tibet which began in 1950 and came to a
tragic culmination in the spring of the present year.

26. In view of these charges that my delegation is not
acting as an independent agent in this matter, I think
it may be interesting to put on the record here the
statement I made more than six months ago when the
course of events in Tibet became clear. I made this
statement in Dundalk, the principal, largest town in
County Louth. As I have represented that constituency
without a break since 1923 I think I may fairly claim
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to know something of the feelings and anxieties of the
people to whom I was speaking. They were troubled
about the news from Tibet and I spoke to them as
follows:

"The most recent case of cruel injustice being
inflicted by a powerful country against a weaker
neighbour is the aggression against Tibet. This un­
provoked aggression has shocked the conscience of
the world, particularly that of small nations like our
own which know the evils of foreign rule. The brave
Tibetan people are being deprived of what remained
of their autonomy, are being forced to conform to an
alien way of life. They have seen their legal govern­
ment overthrown and the traditional head of their
country and their religion forced to flee abroad.
Their attempts to defend their liberty have been met
by the ruthless use of vastly superior weapons and
forces.

"As in so many other cases where small nations
are oppressed by more powerful neighbours, there is
little that the outside world can do to help effectively
the people whose liberties are thus being crushed. We
can do little more than to hope that the people of
Tibet may be sustained in their sufferings by the
words of Terence MacSwiney 'It is not they who can
inflict most but they who can suffer most, will con­
quer'."

I concluded this speech which I am quoting by saying
this:

"So far it has not beenpossible to have the Tibetan
case considered by the United Nations as were the
cases of Korea, Hungary and Suez, but we can, how­
ever, record our condemnation of acts of oppres sion
wherever and by whomsoever they are perpetrated.
In doing so we are asserting a principle of the United
Nations Charter which is not only vital to ourselves
but also which is vital for world peace. Without due
respect by powerful States for the rights of their
weaker neighbours there can be no rule of law in
world affairs, and without a rule of law in world af­
fairs there can be no peace and security. Actions like
the action of the Peiping regime against Tibet are
therefore not merely unjust and oppressive in them­
selves; they retard the day when we can expect to see
general acceptance of clear-cut rules of international
law and morality. They thus threaten the preservation
of world peace, without which in modern conditions
no nation great or small can hope to survive."

27. In making this statement which I have just quoted,
I need hardly say that Iwas responding, not to any out­
side suggestion-for there was none-but to the feelings
which are invariably aroused in Irishmen by news of the
oppres ston of a small people. It is for that reason also
that we joined with Malaya in sponsoring the draft
resolution which is now in the hands of the Assembly.
That draft resolution represents, in our opinion, the
minimum assertion of international morality below
which the Assembly cannot fall without being untrue to
the principles to which we are pledged.

28. Some delegations have stated that Tibet was once
legally a part of the Chinese empire and have given
that as a reason why it would not be proper for this
Assembly to discuss the present oppression of the
Tibetan people. Tibet, in their view, is a part of China
and therefore the Question of Tibet is one which con­
cerns China alone.

29. My delegation cannotclaim to speakwithaut~
on the complex question of the history of the i°tt

y

national status of Tibet. \Ve know however n etr-
h I Id kn

" as he
woe WOI' ows, that the Tibetans are a distinct
people by race, by language, by culture and by religious
organization. We know that over the centuries theyhave
developed a separate individuality and a characte i ti
way of life. \Ve know that they have enjoyedrS: lf:
government throughout most of their history andthat
in the present century Chine se authority has neverbeen
made effective in Tibet except during the period oftwo
invasions-the Manchu invasion of 1910 and the in­
cursions of the troops of the People's Republic of
China in the present decade.

30. OUr mind revolts against any idea that, byreason
of legalistic claims which were never freely accepted
by the Tibetan people, we should treat Tibet, which has
always been acknowledged to be a distinct and separate
entity, as an internal Chinese question which wehave
no right even to discuss. It seems to me that to take
such an attitude would constitute a stultifying prece­
dent, not least from the point of view of those-the
majority of nations represented here, Ibelieve-which
have at one time or another been subjects of foreign
Powers. I cannot conceive how any nation which has
undergone foreign rule, whether for long or short
periods, can regard the past periods of Chinese im­
perial hegemony over Tibet as depriving Tibet of a
claim on our attention now. The doctrine "oncea sub­
ject nation always a subject nation "-clearly impliedby
some of the interventions in this debate-is onethat the
vast majority ofthis Assembly would automatically and
necessarily reject. If they reject that doctrine, it seems
to me that they cannot logically refuse to record their
judgement of what has happened in Tibet.

31. Some delegations have asserted that under Ar­
ticle 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter we are debarred
from discussing Tibet. as being a matter essentially
within the domestic jurisdiction of China. My delega­
tion has, of course, always taken the more liberal
interpretation of Article 2, paragraph 7 I to the effect
that it does not debar us from discussing wholesale
violations of human rights wherever they arise. It
seems to us that delegations which take that liberal
interpretation of Article 2, paragraph 7, in other cases­
as the majority in the Assembly do for example in the
case of South Africa-ought logically to refrain from
advancing a restrictive interpretation of Article 2,
paragraph 7 I in the cas e of Tibet. By doing so it seems
to us that they would give their opponents in such cases
an opportunity to level charges of opportunism and in­
consistency. But even those who traditionally adopt a
more restrictive interpretation of Article 2, para­
graph 7 I ought, in my delegation's view I to consider
whether even the narrowest interpretation of that
Article should debar us from discussing Tibet. Can it
seriously be claimed that a country like Tibet whichhas
become almost legendary bv reason of its separateness
from the rest ofthe world arid which has all the marks
of a distinct national peraonaltty, belongs essentially
within the domestic jurisdiction of another country?It
seems to us, therefore, that neither those who folloW
the llberal interpretation of that Article of our Charter
nor those who interpret it more narrowly oughtto re­
frain from recording their judgement of what has hap­
pened in Tibet.

32. The reasons for inscribing this draft resolution
have been stated very candidly and very convincinglY in
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the course of our debates by many representatives. I
do not need to go over all the ground covered by them.
I should like, however, to deal briefly with the two main
arguments put forward by those who opposed inscrip­
tion of the item in the Agenda and who may oppose the
passage of the resolution. The first ofthese arguments
Is based on the fact that the People's Republic of China
Is not represented here andthe second is derived from
the recent efforts to improve the general international
climate.

33. The first argument was put mostforcefuUybythe
representative of Indonesia in what was, if I may say
so, the most thoughtful contribution which we have
heard from any of our opponents in this debate. Mr.
Sastroamidjojo said and I quote:

"This entire item clearly involves, in the first
place, the relations between the people s of China and
Tibet. How, then, can we proceed in the absence of
representatives of the Government of the People's
Republic of China? The plain answer is that we can­
not proceed without them. Their presence here is a
precondition for a constructive and fair debate."
f826th meeting, para. 44.]

He then went on to say that:

"In excluding China from active participation in its
process of mediation and conciliation, this Organiza­
tion also has placed the People's Republic of China
beyond the purview of its benign influence and controL
Under these circumstances, a debate on the question
of Tibet can serve no other purpose than to intensify
the cold war... " [Ibid., para. 52.]

I hope I am correct in reading into these words the
implication that, if the People's Republic of China were
represented here, the delegation of Indonesia would not
have opposed a discussion of this problem.

34. We do not wish to minimize the importance of the
point which the representative of Indonesia has made
and which has also been stressed by many other
speakers. My delegation, as the Assembly knows, is
among those which have favoured a discussion on the
question of the repre sentation of China here. Amongthe
reasons for which we have done so was the hope that
such a discussion might lead to constructive results,
helpful to China's smaller neighbours, and mightulti­
mately draw the People's Republic of China within the
range of what the representative of Indonesia has aptly
called this Organization's "process of mediation and
conciliation". But I cannot agree with the representa­
tive of Indonesia when he asserts that a discussion and
the passage of a resolution in the absence of the
People's Republic of China can serve no good purpose.

35. When a flagrant violation of human rights occurs
it is our duty, we submit, to speak out in defence of the
principles to which we are all pledged, irrespective of
whether the Government responsible for such a viola­
tion is a member of this Organization or bound by the
principles of the Charter. In that connexion Iwas most
impres sed by the argument of the representative ofthe
Federation of Malaya who pointed out that the parties
to the Bandung Declaration, including the People IS

Republic of China, had in fact pledged themselves in
the first article of that Declaration to abide by the
Purposes and Principles of the United Nations. The
peaceful nations who subscribed to the high principles
of Bandung have certainly reason to consider with
anxiety the manner in which these principles have been

interpreted by the People's Republic of China in Tibet­
the manner in which they have violated the principles
of the United Nations which they pledged themselves to
uphold at Bandung,

36. The second argument is that the effect ofthis dis­
cussion is to increase international tension at a time
when efforts are being made by responsible leaders
towards the reduction of that tension. The Soviet dele­
gation and their friends argued that this proposal could
only lead to an acrimonious debate, and indeed they
proved half their case by injecting no little acrimony
into their own remarks. As the record shows, my dele­
gation, and those who supported the inclusion on the
agenda of the Question of Tibet, didnothingto provoke
acrimonious debate but we do not think that even a
sharp debate, on such a subject, is something to be
avoided at all costs. What we should avoid rather would
be any tendency to maintain silence in the face of a
systematic and massive violation of human rights such
as has occurred in Tibet.

37. Like most other delegations we sincerely welcome
the degree or' improvement which has taken place in the
international climate. We do not consider, however,
that that improvement can be made healthy and enduring
if it is to be used as a pretext for stifling debate on
such actions as those which havebeen committed by the
People I s Republic of China in Tibet. We would welcome
the end of the cold war but we would not welcome the
establishment in its place of a kind of cold peace-a
peace in which flagrant acts of oppression and injustice
would be passed over in total silence as if they had
never occurred.

38. My delegation recognizes, of course, that this
question has of its nature an adverse effect on what is
in other respects a somewhat more favourable inter­
national climate. But that adverse effect is not the
result of our debate or of any resolution which we may
pass but of the events in Tibet themselves. If the Gov­
ernment of the People's Republic of China wishes to
follow the line laid down in Peiptngitselfby the Chair­
man of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, in the
direction of peaceful international relations and an end
to the cold war, then it can powerfully contribute to that
good cause by respecting the rights and restoring the
traditional liberties of the people of Tibet. That is what
our draft resolution calls for. If that draft resolution is
passed and ifbecause of the high international authority
behind it, and the force of public opinion which it would
therefore represent, it has the effect of inducing the
Peking authorities to reconsider their policies in Tibet,
then in our belief it will have a very positive effect in
bringing about, not a temporary and fragile, but a
genuine and lasting improvement in international
relations.

39. We are not asking the Assembly to call for respect
for the rights of the Tibetan people merely to relieve
that ancient and kindly people of their sufferings at the
hands of their oppres'scra or merely to show our
sympathy with them in their distress.

40. Nor are we doing so merely to denounce the
actions of the Government of the People's Republic of
China, unworthy as we think these actions are of the
great people of China who themselves suffered so much
at the hands of foreign Powers.

41. Nor, I need hardly say, arewedoingso to prevent
developments in the economic and social life of the
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50. I believe that this Organization has everyrightto
hope that if we can avoid world war we can attain
respect for the human rights and the fundamental
freedoms of all peoples under the protection ofthe rule
of law and that thus the aspirations of all former sub­
ject peoples will be fairly met before many years have
elapsed. Actions like that of China in Tibet have more
than a local effect. They set the clock back the world
over.

51. I wish to conclude with an appeal to the Govern­
ment of the People I s Republic of China and to the
Chinese people. Iwantto say to them quite candidly that
there is nothing this Organization can do to prevent
them from crushing the Tibetan people. lftheyrefrain
from doing so, it will be of their own free and en­
lightened will, for in present circumstances nothing
else can force them to refrain.

52. I would remind the Chinese people that, although
Tibet and China have had their disputes, they have had
fewer wars and more peaceful association than most
European countries. By and large, they have been good
neighbours. Indeed the Chinese Communist Constitu­
tion of 1951 recognized Tibet's right to self-determina­
tion, although this recognition was unfortunately not
included in their Constitution of 1954.

53. It will not hurt the great Chinese people to open
negotiations with the Dal ai Lama for a peace settle­
ment and to recognize the right of the small Tibetan
people to control their own destiny, but it will greatly
help the world, including China. It will help us all to
build a world order in which the energy now used for
destruction is turned to peaceful development, an order
in which the earth is not scorched by fear and hate but
gives abundance to all.

54. Mr. UPADHYAYA (Nepal): Please permit me to
associate myself with the previous speakers in ex­
pressing my sorrow, as well as that of the other mem­
bers of my delegation, on the great ravages done by
the recent floods in India.

55. While considering the items of the agenda to be
submitted to the fourteenth session of the General As­
sembly at the very beginning of the present session,
my delegation had an opportunity to intervene in the
debate on the question of the representation of China
in the United Nations. In spite of our best efforts, the
question of China's representation was postponed this
year as it was in previous years. Now a new item has
been 'brought forward for the consideration of the As­
sembly, and this new item deals with the Question of
Tibet in the form of a draft resolution fA/L.264] con­
cerning recent events that have happened there.

56. It is perhaps not necessary for me to stress that
the Question of Tibet is a question that is intimately
connected with the question of China's representation in
the United Nations. The Question of Tibet is being
pressed for debate against a certain backgro~nd of
events that have occurred there during the last nme or
ten months. The Dalai Lama has left Tibet and gone to
India and received political asylum there. There has
been an influx of Tibetan refugees into India and Nepal.
For example, about a thousand refuguees have come
into Nepal from across the Tibetan border. These are

Tibetan people, developments the necessity for which this development possible, and I must add that among
the Dalai Lama himself has publicly acknowledged. those who played a noble and vital part were many

forward-looking statesmen and citizens of the colonial
42. Nor are we doing so merely because it is a Com- Powers themselves.
munist regime which seeks to impose its ideology upon
a people who reject it.

43. Nor are we doing somerelybecausewe repudiate
the contention advanced by the Soviet representative
that, as the people of Tibet have not always since the
beginning of time been able to resist being treated as
subjects by a stronger Power, the case of Tibet is dead,
never to be revived. Indeed to admit that contention
would be to destroy the basis upon which most of our
Member nations have established the right to live in
freedom and to govern themselves in accordance with
the wishes of their own peoples.

44. Nor are we doing so in the interests of small
nations or of former subject peoples who won their
freedom in recent times or of subject peoples who have
yet to obtain freedom.

45. We are urging the United Nations to call for
respect for the rights of the people of Tibet because we
believe that cause is vital in the basic interest of all
nations in the nuclear age: the expansion of the rule of
law and the strengthening of world public opinion for its
maintenance.

46. It seems to us that the great majority of delega­
tions regard the question of Tibet as the Malayan and
Irish delegations regard it. We must, we suggest, in
the interest of all our countries, go forward to the rule
of law or force will decide our fate. The law is only as
strong as the public opinion which supports it. We must
build a healthy world opinion strong enough to prevent
such breaches of law as that which occurred in Tibet.

47. There was a time when a small distinctive people
could be overrun and crushed into nothingness and its
disappearance caused little more than a ripple on the
surface of history. There was a time when such a
historic nation as Poland couldbecrushed, divided and
distributed with all the appearance of finality. After
the savage supression of the Polish uprising in 1863,
the Foreign Minister of Czar Alexander II wrote
triumphantly: "The question of Poland is dead". just
as we have been told in this debate that the question of
Tibet is dead. But the time came when the great
Powers, in singing the Covenant of the League of
Nations, recognized the right of even small peoples
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. These
signatures were a great step forward. Had they been
honoured consistently, the last great war would not
have occurred.

48. Our fear is that, if this Assembly were not to turn
its back upon the principles of its Charter and regard
the question of Tibet as dead, the second great effort
to build a peaceful world order might ultimately
collapse in frustration, as the League of Nations col­
lapsed, and with equally dire consequences.

49. But, if we have certain fears for the future, we are
far from being without hope. Being only human and
having to deal with a heavy heritage of past injustices,
we have not at all times practised what our Charter
preaches. But our failures are less significant than the
progress we have succeeded in making. Old fashioned
colonialism will soon be a thing ofthe past. Thirty new
Members, most of them former colonial territories,
have been added to this Organization since 1945. More
are on the way. Great credit is due to those who made
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spiritual progress, we are notinclinedtoaccepttradi­
tion as an end in itself, as a sacred, absolute thing
which should never be molested.

62. For these and many other reasons, we believe that
no useful purpose has been served by bringing the
Question of Tibet before the United Nations. In these
circumstances, we could not support and vote for the
inscription of the item on the agenda, and I am afraid
that we will not vote for the draft resolution, and for the
very same reasons. Moreover, we believe that at a
time when the main efforts of the responsible states­
men of the east and west have been directed toward
relaxation of tension and thawing of the cold war, the
inscription of the item and the consequences that have
followed from the inscription have worked in the direc­
tion of the defeating of that very purpose. The stand of
my delegation on this question has been guided by the
considerations I have set forth.

63. Mr. ENCKELL (Finland): Many delegations have
expressed in this hall and in the General Committee
serious doubts about the competence of the United
Nations to deal with the matter now before us. The
Finnish delegation shares these doubts. Wefeel more­
over that the absence from our midst of the repre­
sentatives of the People's Republic of China is bound
to make any discussion of this matter one-sided and
purposeless. We did not deem it possible to vote for
the inscription of this item on our agenda.

64. I am bound, however, to refer here to the deep
feelings aroused in Finland by the reports of the
present situation in Tibet. We have in Finland a deep­
rooted conviction in the right of all peoples to lead
their own lives in undisturbed peace ,whatever be their
size, their status or their location. We dearly hope
that this right will be universally respected. We also
hold in high respect the fundamental rights and the
basic liberties of man. It is our hope that mankind may
everywhere, divided or not by national borders, live
together in peace as good neighbours.

65. I should like finally to say that my delegation does
not think that the adoption, without recourse to the
normal ways of negotiation and conciliation, of any
resolution by the United Nations would be in keeping
with our role and duties in this Organization, as we see
them.

66. If we are going to vote on the draft resolution
before us paragraph by paragraph, my delegation will
approve of the paragraphs containing declarations of a
general character but not of those parts containing
specific references to the situation in Tibet. My dele­
gation will abstain in the final vote on the draft resolu­
tion, as it abstained in the vote on the inscription of
this item.

67. Mr. KUZNETSOV (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) (translated from Russian): I should like to
make it clear that I am speaking on behalf of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.

68. First, I must express my regret that discussion
of the non-existent "Question of Tibet" has been forced
on the General Assembly. Like the majority of dele­
gations, we would prefer to devote our time to really
important questions designed to strengthen peace and
develop co-operation among States, rather than be
diverted into the discussion of questions which have
been raised for the purpose of poisoning the inter­
national atmosphere and undermining the authority of
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60. The question of human rights and their suppres­
sion has been raised many times by many countries in
the General As sembly, as well as in the General Com­
mittee. If we speak of human rights and their suppres­
sion in Tibet, we should first try to find out what human
rights the Tibetan people have enjoyed through the
centuries and which of these human rights have been
denied to the people of Tibet today. It is only after we
have studied and examinedthese matters carefully that
we can look at the question of Tibet in proper per­
spective. Even Tibet has to be viewed in the context of
the new, changing, revolutionary Asia. In the tremen­
dous transformation through which Asia is passing now,
traditional patterns of life, the temperingwith which the
memorandum deplores, will have to be substantially
modified, and we believe that Tibet will be no exception
to this.

61. Therefore, in Asia today a call for a reversion to
the traditional way of life may amount practically to a
call for the maintenance of the social status quo, when
this status quo is no longer desirable and can no longer
be maintained. Therefore, while we still value the
traditional way of life in every country, in so far as It
does not stand in the way of political, economic and

the events that lie in the background of this Question
of Tibet. It is the Government of the People's Republic
of China that is believed to be responsible for these
events, but that Government still remains unrepre­
sented in the United Nations.

57. It is true that many questions or issues have been
brought before the United Nations which are claimed by
interested Member States to be internal. The United
Nations has actively taken up many such questions,
such as race relations in South Africa and the anti­
colonial struggle in Algeria. But in all these cases the
interested States have always been represented in the
United Nations. I venture to submit that the Question of
Tibet is the only question that has been brought before
the United Nations without the interested State, namely,
the People's Republic of China, being represented. In
our opinion, this kind of attitude is against the spirit of
the United Nations Charter, the overriding objective of
which is to ensure fair play and justice to small and big
nations alike. We wonder what useful purpose has been
served by bringing the question of Tibet before the
United Nations when China itself is not represented
here.

58. Then there is another aspect of the problem. There
are many Member countries which have recognized
China and which have also recognized the special kind
of relationship that exists between China and Tibet
today. So far as Nepal is concerned, there is a definite
agreement between Nepal and China defining clearly
our relations with China, including the matters con­
nected with Tibet. There are many other countries
which have somewhat similar agreements, arrange­
ments or understandings. Such countries are by no
means confined to the communist bloc, or even to Asia
alone.

59. Both the memorandum that accompanied the re­
quest for inscription [A/4234] and the draft resolution
that is before us, while claiming that there has been in
Tibet a hindrance to the traditional cultural and
religious way of life, speak merely of Tibetan auton­
omy, which indicates clearly that even the sponsors of
the item recognize China's suzerainty over Tibet. Even
Mr. Tsiang appears to hold the same view.

~
rh '

J:

---- :Ij\'
~~'
Vi,e

right to
1 attain
lmental
he rule
er sub.
rs have
e more
l world

klVern.
I to the
fiy that
lrevent
refrain
md en·
nothing

[though
we had
nmost
en good
nstltu·
rmina­
ely not

to open
settle­
ribetan
~eatly

s all to
sed for
larder
ate but

; me to
In ex­
mem­

lone by

ss that
nately
tion In
being

und of
Ine or
one to
re has
Nepal,
come

seare

l tobe
'a!As,
isslon,
In the
China
ts, the
sdthis
nn hae
le As­
tlon of
:] con-



476 General Assembly - Fourteenth Session - Plenary Meetings

the United Nations. The Assembly should take ad­
vantage of the recent improvement in the international
atmosphere and the enhancement of its role in the
struggle for the consolidation of peace. In this con­
nexion, it should be recalled that the visit to the United
States of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the Soviet Union, Mr. Nikita S. Khrushchev, his talks
with the President of the United States of America,
Mr. Dwight D. Eisenhower, and their joint communique
were warmly welcomed throughout the world as an
important step towards the improvement of relations
among States and the lessening of international tension.
As a result, there are now promising prospects of
ending the cold war and of directing international
affairs into the rational course of peaceful co-operation
among all countries in the interest of the preservation
of peace and the progress of all mankind.

69. However, this development in international rela­
tions is apparently not to the taste of those circles
which do not want a lessening oftension and which are
seeking to bring about a deterioration in international
relations and to complicate the situation in the United
Nations.
70. Those responsible for raising the question of
Tibet in the United Nations are attempting to give the
impression that the discussion of this question in the
United Nations does not constitute gross and intolerable
intervention in the domestic affairs of the People's
Republic of China. Either directly or by means of
various subterfuges, they are also trying to cast doubt
on the incontrovertible truth that Tibet is an integral
part of China. We must remind the General Assembly of
a number of historical facts.

71. It is well known that close ties offriendship have
linked Tibet to China since earliest times. In the
thirteenth century Tibet formally became part of China
and, since that time, the political system, including the
title, status and functions of the Dalai Lama and the
Panchen Lama, have always been determined by the
Government of China. Tibet was and still is an integral
part of the Chinese State and forms One of its admin­
istrative regions.

72. True, history has seen many attempts by the
imperialist Powers to detach Tibet from China, both
by direct armed intervention and by inciting their
agents to organize movements for Tibetan independ­
ence. For that purpose, the colonialists have used the
reactionaries among the Tibetan feudal leaders as their
tools.
73. As the Panchen Lama said in April of this year,
the traitors to the Tibetan people were not in fact
interested in the so-called independence of Tibet; they
were merely using independence as a cover for their
attempt to betray their native land for mercenary
motive s and to maintain their reactionary domination.
This pretext of so-called independence is identical with
the pretext of the independence of Manchukuo, used as
a cover by the Manchurian traitor Pu Yi who sold out to
the Japanese aggressors.

74. The attempts of imperialist circles to proclaim
Tibet independent failed even when the forces of the
Chinese State were paralysed by militarist dissension
and by direct imperialist aggression. The present
attempts to detach Tibet from the People's Republic
of China are all the more certain tu fail.

75. In the present changed circumstances, Tibet's
status as an integral part of China has been reaffirmed

in quite unequivocal terms. An Agreement of the
Central People's Government and the local Govern­
ment of Tibet on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation
of Tibet was signed in Peking on 23 May 1951; the
agreement defined the status of Tibet as an autonomous
region within the indivisible Chinese State. Basic
principles of national policy, including the principles
guaranteeing regional autonomy, were guaranteed in
the Constitution of the People's Republic of China. As
you know, the Dalai Lama, the Panchen Lama and other
Tibetan representatives participated in the preparation
and adoption of the Constitution of the People's Repub­
lic of China in 1954.

76. Hence, the inclusion of the so-called "Question of
Tibet" in the agenda of the present session is, without
question, a blatant attempt at intervention in the do­
mestic affairs of the People's Republic of China and
constitutes a violation of one of the basic principles of
the United Nations Charter.

77. Realizing that their position is precarious and
completely without legal foundation, the authors of the
fictitious charges against the People's Republic of
China are trying hypocritically to represent them­
selves as champions of humanity. In listening to some
representatives, one might think that the Tibetan people
is its own enemy and is opposed to any change in the
brutal system of serfdom, and that the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights have been
observed in Tibet in the Past. But it goes without say­
ing that this is very far from being the case.

78. In this connexion reference should be made to
well-known facts which will put matters in the correct
light. Until recent times the Tibetan people were
doomed to a hopeless life under a social system more
barbarous and cruel than that which prevailed in the
darkest period of the Middle Ages. All the land, forests,
waters, pastures and other resources were in the hands
of a small group of secular and religious feudal lords.
That minority, constituting about 5 per cent of the
population, were in complete control of Tibetan affairs;
the overwhelming majority of the population, peasant
farmers and herdsmen, were serfs, while until recent
times some tens of thousands of Tibetans were still
slaves. The serfs were obliged to give the landowner
their services, at any time and without any restrictions,
whenever he required them to do so. They worked with­
out pay On the feudal lord's land for two-thirds, and
sometimes three-fourths, of every year. In addition,
they had to perform various duties, also without pay,
for the feudal Government, the monasteries and the
landlords. These facts are admitted even by those who
cannot be suspected of any sympathy for the Chinese
people.

79. The United States journalist Lowell Thomas,
known for his active participation in subversive
activities against the Chinese, wrote, after a visit to
Lhasa, that in Tibet the aristocracy was almost a
separate race. A broad gulf divided it from the peas­
ants, herdsmen and other people of simple birth.
Peasants on estates were bound to the land, as the
peasants were bound to the land in Europe during feudal
times. They paid their rent in labour, inmoney and in
kind.

80. The United Kingdom authority on Tibet, David
MacDonald, if in his book Country of the Lama, wrote
that the position of the peasants on the large estates

if David MacDonald, Country of the Lama (London. 1929).
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was not much better than slavery; they were required
to work exclusively for their masters for a fixed num­
ber of days each month, and also to give them a sub­
stantial part of their harvest as a tax. They hardly
succeeded in cultivating their own pitiful plots, the
yield from which scarcely sufficed to keep them and
their families from dying of hunger.

81. The feudal lords possessed unlimited "judicial
power". They had the right to subject the peasants to
any punishment, even imprisonment and the most
brutal torture. The feudal lords could by their own
arbitrary decision flog the peasants or cut off their
arms and legs; murders of peasants were a common
occurrence.

82. Let us cite several cases in recent times. In 1951
in the Dungentzun district (not far from Lhasa) a
landowner, in order to secure the settlement of a small
debt, demanded that a peasant serf named Diantzin
should pay a quantity of grain which he could not have
harvested even over a period of several years. Diantzin
was forced to flee. Then the landlord executed his wife
and enslaved his seven year old son. The boy did not
obtain his freedom until recently. To give another
example, one of the leaders of the reactionary clique,
Pala Tudenveden, had more than 3,000 serfs and slaves.
The Pala family had its own prison, instruments of
torture, devices for putting out eyes, cutting off noses
and so forth. Once a peasant named Ngakan began
talking to the peasants about reform. Pala ordered his
arrest, but he could not be found. Then Ngakan' solder
brother was put into prison and beaten to death. Ngakan
filed a complaint with the former local Tibetan Gov­
ernment, but the case was referred to Pala himself
for consideration. Pala threw Ngakan into prison where
each night he was whipped until he finally died. The
same picture prevailed throughout Tibet.
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movement in their colonies. During the general debate
at the present session the representatives of the
African-Asian States gave striking new examples to
illustrate this point. Many such examples are being
cited at the present time in the Fourth Committee.

86. For example, world public opinion has been
Shocked by the brutal measures the colonial Powers
have taken in Oman, Kenya, the Belgian Congo and
many other regions. In these places human rights are
really being violated and people are being denied the
most elementary freedoms. Is it not obvious that, in
making these oratorical references to human rights in
connexion with the question before us, the colonialists
are prompted by their desire to preserve at any price
the rights of the reactionary ruling class, in other
words, the feudal serfdom system, in Tibet? At the
same time they want to impede the introduction of
democratic reforms, as a result of which the Tibetan
people is for the first time receiving real freedom and
genuine human rights.
87. The hypocrisy of the attempts to accuse China of
violation of "the religious and cultural autonomy of
Tibet" are equally obvious. Such charges are al so with­
out foundation and are contrary to the facts. In reality,
the Chinese authorities are strictly respecting the
religious beliefs, customs and habits of the Tibetan
people. In that connexion, Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme, who
for more than ten years was a member of the former
local Tibetan Government, stated recently that Gov­
ernment workers, sent to Tibet by the Central People I s
Government, consistently pursued a policy of religious
liberty and did not permit the sltghtest interfe rence in
the affairs of any monastery.
88. The Panchen Lama said on 22 April 1959 that
there have been no changes at all in the religious
system or in religious beliefs in Tibet during the past
eight years. That is a fact which the priests and the

83. In short, the Tibetans had no conception of secular population have seen with their own eyes
personal freedom; the feudal lords and their agents throughout Tibet. It is not the People's Liberation
dealt with the peasants just as they pleased. That is Army which is engaging in anti-religious activities, but
your so-called "historical way of life ": that is what the the Tibetan rebels and reactionaries, who murder and
reactionary €lite exerted every effort to protect from insult monks and nuns, defile the images of Buddha,
change and what, with instigation from outside, they steal the sacrificial vessels, and even turnmonasteries
sought to protect by taking up arms against their own into strongholds of rebellion. Clearly these are not
people and the Government of the People's Republic of good deeds which reflect respect for religion, but evil
China. actions which undermine it.

84. The peaceful liberation of Tibet was followed by 89. From these authoritative statements itis apparent
the awakening of the Tibetan toilers. They saw a that only the criminal activities of the reactionaries
prospect of deliverance from the outrageous exploita- have represented a threat to some monasteries. Itwas
tion and brutal maltreatment of the serfs, and the the reactionaries who, for the sake of maintaining the
possibility, at long last, of enjoying human rights and system of serfdom, compelled the monks to take up
demanding to be treated as human beings. As the arms contrary to Buddhist dogma, and did not balk at
Panchen Lama said last week, the Tibetan toilers the most extreme measures, Including the murder of
understood that the source of their misery was not those who refused to comply. On the other hand, as
fate, but the old regime in Tibet, the cruel oppression many Tibetan religious leaders affirm, the Chinese
and exploitation by the reactionary ruling class of authorities, even when they were engaged in putting
Tibet. down the revolt, invariably protected monasteries and

85. It is paradoxical that the representativesofthose cultural and historical monuments.
countries which are widely known as patrons of the 90. It is necessary to point out that in China there is
most reactionary regimes and as the mainstay of the complete religious freedom. Many prominent indi-
crumbling colonial system should be leadingthe chorus victuals who have visited China and are interested in
of ,mourners who are now shedding tears for the vto- this question have been convinced of that. Inparticular,
lation of human rights in Tibet. Their oratorical U Nu, a former Prime Minister of Burma, who has
references to human rights are indeed the crocodile visited the People's Republic of China several times,
tears of the colonialists, who for centuries have said at a press conference in New York On 14 April
mercilessly annihilated the enslaved peoples of Asia 1959 that there was freedom of religion in Tibet and
and Africa and still do not shrink from using the most that in China that freedom was greater under the Corn-

n inhuman methods to combat the national freedom munists than it had been under Chiang Kal-shek. The..J.. ••
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vice-president of the international fraternity of Bud­
dhists, the Nepalese priest Amrttanand, who was in
China in the summer of 1959, said that, during his
journey, he had found in China not only rapid industrial
and agricultural growth but also authentic religious
freedom.

91. However, those responsible for raisingthis issue
of the "Question of Tibet" are quite uninterested in the
real facts. For the purpose of levelling absurd charges
against the People's Republic of China, they have
arbitrarily distorted and falsified the facts concerning
the situation in one of the regions of China. In taking up
these unfounded and at times laughable charges, the
representatives of a number of countries have largely
based themselves on the malicious and absurd inven­
tions of several Tibetan reactionary emigrants andon
the false materials manufactured by the instigators of
this issue of Tibet.

92. In this connexion we cannot overlook the attempts
of several representatives to support their charges
with materials prepared by the so-called International
Commission of Jurists. As is known, this Commission
was brought into being to serve the aims of the cold
war. Its activity up to the present has consisted solely
in the fabrication and dissemination of lies about the
socialist countries. The Commission used the same
method to compile information on Tibet. In order to
show what its findings are worth, I should like to
remind you of one so-called disclosure made by a
leading member of the Commission, Mr. Trikamdas.
On 6 June 1959, on the basis of a report by Mr.
Trikamdas, The New York Times announced that the
Potala, the palace of the Dalai Lama at Lhasa, had been
completely destroyed by Chinese artillery fire. Yet the
editors of The New York Times could easily have
ascertained, and probably did ascertain, the falsehood
of that fabrication, as the palace of Potala was safe and
sound. Professional and amateur forgers of slanders
about the people of China obviously act on the principle
that the bigger and blacker the lie, the better.

93. In connexion with the fabrications spread about
Tibet by the enemies of China, we must touch on other
aspects of life in Tibet. The Government of the
People's Republic of China has done a great deal to
advance the economy and culture of the area and the
level of well-being of the Tibetan population, Road­
building has been intensified. In addition to the repair
of old roads, more than 7,000 kilometres of new motor
roads have been constructed. That has made it pos­
sible to bring in by road large quantities of the manu­
factured goods and other products needed by the
Tibetans. The People's Government has reduced taxes
raised the purchase price of wool and other local
products, and granted the peasants large interest-free
and irrevocable loans. The first Tibetan industrial
undertakings have been brought into operation. Pri­
mary and secondary schools have been opened, a net­
work of medical and veterinarian institutions has been
established. All these measures have already given the
Tibetans a foretaste of a new and better life.

94. At the same time, it must be stressed that
throughout the entire eight-year period, the Goverri­
ment of the People's Republic of China has taken into
account Tibet's particular situation and followed a
cautious policy in carrying out any measures there. On
22 April 1959, the Panchen Lama said in that connexion
that while waiting for the reactionary elements to
change their minds and repent, the Central People's

Government displayed great patience and repeatedly
made concessions to them, treating them with extreme
charity and good will.

95. However, the reactionaries among the Tibetan
feudal leaders had no wish to see local democratic
autonomy achieved, and in every way hindered the
preparatory work for the establishment of an autono­
mous Tibetan region.

96. Moreover, in March 1959, a handful of Tibetan
reactionaries, in collusion with certain imperialist
circles and the corrupt Chiang Kai-shek clique
treacherously attempted, upon instigation from out~
side, to avert by force the inevitable collapse of serf­
dom in Tibet and to wrest Tibet from China. However,
not only did the people of Tibet fail to follow the
reactionaries but they gave their full support to the
Government, with the result that order was quickly
restored and the population was able to return to its
peaceful labours.

97. This armed rising by the reactionaries among the
Tibetan feudal leaders not only once again revealed
them as foreign agents and enemies of national unity,
but completely exposed them as violent opponents of the
progress and well-being of the Tibetan people. Be­
cause the Tibetan people saw these reactionaries for
what they were, they were able to free themselves
from the fetters of serfdom and fulfil their long­
standing aspiration for democratic independence and
social progress. These reforms are demanded and
supported not only by the peasants but by a great many
patriotic and progressive people in the middle and
upper classes.

98. The democratic reforms now in progress were
instituted only after protracted consultations with
prominent Tibetan statesmen and after all sections of
the population had voiced their whole-hearted approval.
They are being carried out by the Tibetans themselves,
with the participation of the upper and middle classes.
In that connexion, the Panehen Lama has said that
Tibet would follow a policy of compensation in carrying
out reforms, that is, their reforms would be effected
by peaceful means in so far as Tibet's upper classes
are concerned.

99. Vigorously repudiating attempts made by some
circles, with the help of the United Nations, to dis­
parage the Tibetan people's new way of life, the Pan­
chen Lama stated on 14 October 1959 that the Tibetan
people would in no circumstances be influenced by the
hue and cry of the imperialist elements (the hue and
cry now in progress in the United Nations) to deviate
from their forward course. Under the leadership of the
Central People's Government, they would definitely put
an end to the cruel, barbarous, reactionary, feudal
backward system of serfdom once and for all.

100. In view of the above facts, it is perfectly clear
that discussion of the "Question of Tibet" in the General
Assembly would be inadmissible and harmful under any
pretext whatsoever. In this connexlon, I should like to
endorse the statement by the Chinese newspaper
Jen Min Jih Pao (People's Daily) that interference by
any State or by the United Nations is inadmissible
under any pretext or in any form. Therefore, any
question relating to Tibet can be solved only by China
and in China, and not in any foreign State. That is the
Chinese people's attitude in the present case towards
the attempts of outsiders to meddle in Chinese affairs.
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101. Why, then, has the General Assembly once again
been forced into a violation of the United Nations
Charter and why is it being used to stir up hostility
and hatred towards the great Chinese nation?

102. Everything points to the fact that we are dealing
here with a clumsy manoeuvre to bring the United
Nations back to the bleak period of the cold war. The
supporters of this enterprise are seeking to hinder the
recent positive and constructive efforts to improve
international relations. It is just those circles that are
not interested in a relaxation of tension or a dis­
continuance of the armaments race which are respon­
sible for the "Question of Tibet" having been raised
on this session.

103. In this matter, the delegations of Irelandandthe
Federation of Malaya have acted merely as the in­
struments of those circles; they have played an un­
seemly role in the shameful farce put on by those who
favour an increase in international tension.

104. The aggreastve circles had to embark Onsuch an
undertaking in order to strike a blow at the collabora­
tion between the People's Republic of China and other
Asian nations, to weaken the solidarity of the Asian and
African peoples in their struggle to consolidate their
national independence and achieve lasting peace. Cer­
tain circles in the West which are unwilling to reconcile
themselves to the loss of their colonial supremacy are
frenziedly seizing on any means to check the further
development of the peoples' struggle for national
liberation and to prevent them from managing their
affairs in accordance with their own wishes.

105. The peoples of Asia and Africa-and indeed of the
whole world-are witnesses to the fact that in recent
years certain imperialistic circles have sought by
every possible means to build up tension in Asia and
the Far East, to increase the military and subversive
activities of the aggressive blocs, to extend these
activities to neutral countries, to prevent the imple­
mentation of the 1954 Geneva agreements on Indo­
China. The facts speak for themselves. United States
troops still remain in South Korea, although the Chinese
people's volunteers have long since been completely
withdrawn from North Korea. The island of Taiwan and
other Chinese islands are still being occupied and being
used for aggressive operations against the Chinese
people and to maintain tension in the Far East.
Prompted from outside, the South Viet-Nam authorities
are refusing to implement the dectstons of the 1954
Geneva Conference on elections in North and South
Viet-Nam. South Viet-Nam, Laos, Taiwan and South
Korea are being used to create a threat to the peace
and security of Asian countries.

106. Obviously, the present commotion over the
"Question of Tibet" has deliberately been timed to
coincide with the joyful celebration by 650 million
Chinese and their friends throughout the war Id of their
glorious tenth anniversary of the Chinese People's
Republic, which has made huge strides in the develop­
ment of the national economy and culture and brought
about an unprecedented increase in the country's
prestige.

107. There is no doubt that, like all previous attacks,
these new malicious attacks on the People's Republic
of China will have no influence on the triumphant
progress of the Chinese people to socialism or on the
further enhancement of their country's international
standing.

479

108. The introduction of the so-called "Question of
Tibet" in the United Nations also points to the desire
of certain circles to divert the Assembly's attention
from the really urgent international questions which
are awaiting solution. It is not by chance that reports
have recently appeared in the Press to the effect that
certain delegations wish to use the "Question of Tibet"
as a pretext for evadingbusiness-like collaboration on
other items on the agenda at the current session.

109. The Soviet delegation believes that the positive
trend towards an improvement in the international
situation has created propitious conditions for broad
and effective co-operation in the United Nations among
the representatives of all States. The Soviet delegation,
for its part, has endeavoured to co-operate with all
delegations, and will continue to do so, in the search for
solutions acceptable to all Member States of the im­
portant international problems on this session's
agenda. We are ready to do our utmost to ensure that
this session goes down in the history of the United
Nations as the session of peace and friendship among
peoples. Any practical step by other delegations to
improve international relations will be given every
possible support by the Soviet delegation.

110. At the same time, we clearly cannot support
steps which are aimed at bringing about, not an im­
provement, but a deterioration in international rela­
tions. This affair of the so-called "Question of Tibet"
is just such a step. It is impossible to advocate im­
proved relations and, at the same time, to support the
discussion in the United Nations of matters like the
"Question of Tibet," which unquestionably have the
effect of exacerbating those relations.

111. Our common duty-the duty of all delegations-is
to work for the easing of tensions. We must refuse to
allow the introduction in the United Nations of questions
which will take us back to the period of the cold war.
If we can fulfil that duty, then the peoples of the world
will have no cause to charge the fourteenth session of
the General Assembly with having created dangerous
new cold war obstacles to the hearteningtrendtowards
a thaw.

112. The Soviet delegation is firmly opposed to the
discussion of the so-called "Question of Tibet" in the
United Nations. It goes without saying that the Soviet
delegation will vote against the draft resolution [AIL.
264] on Tibet submitted by Ireland and the Federation
of Malaya. Any resolution on this matter is irregular,
since it is contrary to the United Nations Charter,
which prohibits intervention in the domestic affairs of
States.

113. In voicing its concern that the United Nations
Should fulfil its duty by solving the disarmamentprob­
lem and dealing with other important measures de­
signed to improve the international situation, the Soviet
delegation expresses the hope that the fourteenth ses­
sion of the General Assembly ofthe United Nations will
not allow itself to be diverted into a course which is
fraught with danger to peace and to the very existence
of the United Nations.

114. Mr. BISBE (Cuba) (translated from Spanish): In
his statement during the general debate [806th meeting]
the Cuban Minister of Foreign Affairs, clearly ex­
pressing the thought of the revolutionary Government
of the new Cuba, said that the use of force which oc­
curred in Guatemala, Guinea, Hungary, Algeria and
Tibet must not be repeated.
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115. Coercive acts, no matter where or by whom they
are committed, must necessarily be condemned by a
Government which arose from the sufferings of a
people subjected for seven years to the worst vio­
lations of human rights and the most horrible crimes
and tortures imaginable.

116. It does not matter tous where abuse of freedoms
and fundamental human rights takes place, or whether
such acts are committed by an imperialist Power, a
Latin American tyranny or a communist country. What
we strongly object to is the fact that international or­
ganizations, where no factions of any kind nor any
predetermined majorities should exist, recognize vio­
lations of human rights committed by one side but not
by the other. It is inadmissible to us that during the
tyranny of Batista, when his representative in this As­
sembly condemned repression in Hungary, no one
spoke out against the crimes and violations of human
rights which were being committed in Cuba and were
denounced by us before international bodies.

117. In this debate, it should be immaterial whether
Tibet is independent, has enjoyed some sort of auton­
omy, or is a province of China. Both the nationalist
Chinese Republic in its day and the People's Republic
of China at the present time have regarded Tibet as a
Chinese province. After the failure of the United King­
dom's negotiations for the conclusion in 1893of a treaty
with China which would open the road to Tibet to
British trade, Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy of India,
concluded that Chinese sovereignty over Tibet was a
constitutional fiction.

118. It may be stated that Tibet enjoyed de facto
independence in various periods of its history, es­
pecially from 1911 until the arrival of the Chinese
communist forces at Lhasa in 1951. Butthis definition
of the constitutional status of Tibet does not, we repeat,
affect any judgement we may form on the question now
under consideration.

119. Whether it is a Chinese province, an autonomous
form of Government. or independent, Tibet is entitled,
under the United Nations Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, to recognition of the
human rights and the fundamental freedom of its in­
habitants, and to the assurance that those rights and
freedoms will not be taken away or impaired for
reasons of race, sex, language or religion.

120. Encouragement and respect for human rights­
as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights-and the universal and effective recognition and
observance of such rights are to extend both to the
people s of Member States themselves and to the peoples
of territories under their jurisdiction.

121. Furthermore. we should, in considering this
item, take no account of the social and economic
characteristics of the Tibetan system of government.
We are obviously confronted with a theocratic and
feudal regime. The priestly class occupies aprivileged
position; but all this is part of a religious tradition
which belongs to the life of the Tibetanpeople. For us
it is forbidden ground; we cannot change this state of
affairs by force; any change is a matterfor the people
of Tibet alone. The religious beliefs of Tibet, like
those of any other nation. deserve absolute respect.
Force cannot be used against the religion of any people.
A people's religious beliefs must be free from any
foreign intervention. What binds us, however, is our

obligation, under the Charter, to promote internation;
co-operation in developing and encouraging respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without
distinction as to religion.

122. Although, in our view, the factors which I have
mentioned should not be taken into account in the de­
bate, an analysis should be made of the 17-point Agree­
ment of the Central People's Government and the local
Government of Tibet on Measures for the Peaceful
Liberation of Tibet concluded on 23 May 1951. That
agreement was undoubtedly repudiated by the Dalat
Lama. but not by the Communist Chinese Government
It is absolutely valid on one side. and it is therefor~
necessary to emphasize the guarantees which the
representatives of the People's Republic of China gave
the Tibetans. In that agreement the rights guaranteed
to the Tibetan people included the exercise of regional
autonomy and respect for their religious beliefs. In
addition. it was stated that the authorities of the
People's Republic of China in Tibet would not change
the existing political system, that the functions and
powers of the Dalai Lama would be maintained and that
the lamasertes would be protected. Hence, in orderto
determine the extent of the violations of human rights
alleged, it should be asked whether due respect and
protection were accorded to these rights guaranteed
by the People's Republic of China, or whether efforts
were made to undermine the authority of the Dalal
Lama, to eradicate religious beliefs, to destroy the
monasteries or forcibly to change the extsttng politlcal
system, even if there were abundant reasons for the
conclusion that that system was reactionary and anaoh­
ronistic.

123. We are familiar with the events which compelled
the Dalai Lama to leave his mountainous country and
cross the Indian frontier near Kanzeymane, after
requesting asylum from the Government of India-a
request which that Government immediately granted.
The Dalai Lama's first statements were issued in
Tezpur, India, on 18 and 22 April 1959;the next state­
ment was made in Mussoorie, India, on 20 June 1959.
Between these two series of statements there is a
considerable difference in tone. The first consists ofa
factual account, of very moderate tone, in which the
words are very carefully chosen. The Dalai Lama con­
fines himself to saying that his country and his people
have gone through a very difficult period and that, for
the time being, he only wishes to express his sincere
regret at the sufferings which Tibet has experienced.
and his fervent hope that the situation will be remedied
without further floodshed. In the Mussoorie statement
the tone has completely changed: the Dalat Lama de­
nounces violations of human rights amounting to geno­
cide, and appeals to the conscience of the world. He
says:

"Ever since my arrival in India I have been
receiving almost every day sad and distressing news
of the suffering and inhuman treatment of my people.
I have heard almost daily with a heavy heart of their
increasing agony and affl iction, their harassment and
persecution and of the terrible deportation and
execution of innocent men. These have made me
realize forcibly that the time has manifestly arrived
when in the interests of my people and religion and
to save them from the danger of near annihilation. I
must not keep silent any longer but must frankly and
plainly tell the world the truth about Tibet and appeal

.....-------------------
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to the conscience of all peace-loving and civilized
nations" •~

124. After the Mussoorie statement, the question of
Tibet took dramatic hold of the world's conscience.
The Tibetans are Buddhists-that the Buddhism of
Tibet has its own characteristics is of no significance­
and Buddhists are lovers of peace. They cannot be
conceived of as aggressors; rather must they be
regarded as victims of aggression, particularly if it
is remembered that their adversaries represent a
power 600 million strong in population. Of course,
both sides must be heard. The spokesmen for the
People's Republic of China state that, according to
points 1 and 3 of the 17-point agreement, the local
Government of Tibet should have united the Tibetan
people, expelled the aggressive imperialist forces and
exercised the right of regional autonomy under the
united leadership of the Chinese Government. Be­
sides-they add-in accordance with point 11 the local
Government of Tibet should have gone ahead with the
variOUS reforms required. But what reforms, it is
asked, were carried out .in a little more than eight
years? "The brutal feudal system", answer the spokes­
men of the People I s Republic of China, "remains
intact, and the people continue to suffer under its
bloodthirsty power" .

125. That is the point at issue in the question of Tibet.
The Dalai Lama himself, defending himself against this
charge, denies emphatically in his statement at Mus ­
soorie, that he or his Government ever opposed reform
of the prevailing social, economic and political regime s
of Tibet. It would be quite reasonable of course to seek
some amplification of that statement, but the fact
remains that the pressure exerted by the People's
Republic of China is too obvious to be denied and has
no justification whatever. In the 17-point Agreement
itself the Government of the People's Republic of China
undertakes not to carry out reforms by coercion.

126. While my delegation sympathizes with any at.­
tempt to introduce social, economic and political im­
provements in a theocratic and feudal State it does not
regard even such aims as justification for the use of
force, reforms imposed under duress, violation~ of
human rights, and genocide, still less for religlOus
persecution, since they all constitute flagrant trans­
gressions of the essential freedoms of mankind. We
know very well that when it comes to denouncing vio­
lation of human rights in Tibet we once more come up
against Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter. We
heard in the debate on the inclusion of this item, and it
is being said again now that the United Nations cannot
intervene in matters which are essentially within the
domestic jurisdiction of any State, and that the ques­
tion of human rights falls within such domestic juris­
diction.

127. That is not the view of my delegation. Ever since
we have had the honour of representingthe revolution­
ary Government of Cuba in the United Nations we have
maintained that the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights has thus far been nothing but a beautiful cloud
of promises obscuring the harsh realities that many
peoples are suffering, that the present methods of the
Commission on Human Rights are completely ineffec­
tive and that it is imperative that the draft International
Covenants on Human Rights which appear again on the

~ International Commission of Jurists, The Question of Tibet and the
Rule of Law-A Preliminary Report (Geneva, 1959), p, 196.
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agenda of this session should be adopted, in spite of
the opposition of those nations great or small who
consider the problem a domestic one and reject all
international action in matters of human rights.

128. My delegation voted in favour of the inalusion in
the agenda of this session of the item proposed by the
Federation of Malaya and Ireland. In so doing we
followed the highest Cuban tradition of respect for
liberty and the essential rights of man. Our compatriot
Jos~ Marti declared that the first law of the Republic
should be the devotion of the Cubanpeople to the cause
of human dignity, and that in religious matters every
man had a right to his own beliefs.

129. We realize that some will contend that the dis­
cus sion of this subject may provoke friction at the very
moment when an attempt is being made to reduce or
eliminate it, but such an argument is little more than a
pretext, Our only motive in condemning the Tibetan
situation is to avoid a recurrence of such events.

130. That is the position of my delegation with regard
to the item and we shall vote accordingly.

131. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
give the floor to the distinguished representative of
Guatemala who has asked to be allowed to exercise his
right of reply.

132. Mr. KESTLER (Guatemala) (translated from
Spanish): In the speech which the representative of
Cuba has just made on the question under discussion,
he repeated certain remarks made in the general
debate [806th meeting] by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Cuba, to the effect that there ought to be no
recurrence of the coercion practised in Guatemala,
GUinea, Hungary, Algeria and Tibet. The representa­
tive of Cuba went on to say that acts of force are in­
admissible from any quarter, meaning no doubt from
both Western Powers and members of the Eastern bloc.

133. My delegation, exercising its right of reply,
would like to explain certain facts to the representative
of Cuba. My delegation shares the Cuban representa­
tive I s anxiety with regardto the danger of acts of force
which may threaten the integrity of other States. Never­
theless, it is regrettable that he should have confused
the situation of Guatemala with those of Hungary and
Algeria. Clear proof of the difference is that life in
Guatemala at the present time is based on institutions
which are in keeping with the standards and principles
of a law-abiding State. I have satisfaction in informing
the representative of Cuba that we do not live under a
regime of dictatorship founded on force, and the present
Government of Guatemala is a perfectly constitutional
one, set up as the re sult offree elections in which many
political parties were represented. Thus the reference
just made to my country by the representative of Cuba
was completely misplaced. Furthermore, I think the
people of Guatemala are the only judges of their own
way of life and institutions.

134. I therefore ask that it be placed on record that
my delegation protests against the references made to
its system of government which do not come within the
jurisdiction of this Assembly.

135. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
give the floor to the representative of Cuba for a brief
explanation.

136. Mr. BISBE (Cuba) (translated from Spanish): I
should like to explain briefly to the representative of
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Guatemala that the remark which he mentioned did not
refer in any way to the present situation in Guatemala
but to a previous event in his country's history.

137. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): I
think I should like at this point to remind the Assembly
that the First Committee has had to break off the
discussion of its agenda to give the General Assembly
an opportunity to begin discussion of this item. The
Secretariat informs me that there are only three

Litho in U.N.

speakers on the list for this afternoon's meeting and
only one for tomorrow morning. Consequently, to assist
the work of the General Assembly and of the First
Committee, I propose, if there is no objection, to
declare the list of speakers on this item closed at the
end of this afternoon's meeting.

It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m,

nODI-August 1960-2,150

Un

G
A
FOl

Oft

1.
Cl

P
fo
[}

2.
al
cl
pl
tI:
III

Cl

III

U
Cl

vi

3,
a
f(
tl
0]
S'

q
b
t1
A
a
il
1
i1
n
1:

4
C

b
o
1
t
o


