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Statement of the Cabinet of Ministers
of Eritrea Government

The Cabinet of Ministers of the Government of FEritrea has held a meeting in Asmara today,
Thursday, May 14, 1998, to consider the Statement issued by the Council of Ministers of the
Federal Democratic Government of Ethiopia which accuses Eritrea for inciting conflict and
hatred and pursuing a policy of territorial expansion; condemns Eritrea alleging that its army has
invaded Ethiopian territory by crossing its borders; and warns that Ethiopia will take all the
necessary measures to protect its territorial integrity.

The Government and people of Eritrea are greatly saddened by the tone and contents of these
grave accusations.

The Cabinet of Ministers of the Government of Eritrea noted that there have been, and continue
to exist, border disputes in certain localities along the common borders between Eritrea and
Ethiopia. These problems have been instigated by the unlawful practices of the Ethiopian army
which occasionally made incursions into these Eritrean territories; dismantling the local
administrative structures and committing crimes against the inhabitants.

But despite these periodic occurrences, the Cabinet asserted that the Government of Eritrea has
been consistently endeavouring to resolve these recurrent problems through bilateral negotiations
with the Government of Ethiopia in a calm and patient manner; cautious for not inflating the
problem out of proportions and incite animosity between the two fraternal peoples. The
Government of Eritrea has opted for this course of action because it believes that the
international boundary between Eritrea and Ethiopia is very clear and incontroversial. Because it
knows that the recurrent border incursions that continue to be perpetuated by Ethiopian forces
basically emanate from the narrow perspectives of the Administrative Zones.

The Cabinet of Ministers further noted that a Joint Committee had been formed from both
governments to resolve these problems and to delineate on the ground the boundary line. The
Cabinet of Ministers asserted that the Government of Eritrea has been exerting all the necessary
efforts to expedite the process and facilitate the work of the Joint Committee.

But on Wednesday, May 8, 1998, and while the Eritrean delegation was on its way to Addis
Abeba for a meeting of the Joint Committee to discuss ways and means for accelerating its work,
Ethiopian army contingents that had already penetrated into Eritrean territory in the areas around
Badme (southwestern Eritrea) opened fire and caused grave damage on Eritrean units that
attempted to approach them for dialogue. This unprovoked attack subsequently triggered a cycle
of clashes in the area.

Furthermore, while continued talks were underway to resolve the tension provoked by the first
attack, an appalling Statement aimed at sending an unnecessary message to the peoples of both
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countries and the international community was issued by the Council of Ministers of the Federal
Democratic Government of Ethiopia.

The Cabinet of Ministers reiterates its firm belief that the enduring mutual interests that exist and
bind together the peoples of Eritrea and Ethiopia cannot be jeopardized by any border dispute.
The Cabinet of Ministers accordingly proposes the following framework as a solution to the
problem that has been made to be blown out of proportions and derailed from its path.

1. The Government of Eritrea condemns the logic of force as it firmly knows and upholds that
border disputes of any kind can only be resolved through peaceful and legal means; and not
through military means.

2. On the basis of this principle, each party shall publicly announce to the peoples of Eritrea,
Ethiopia and the international community the territories that it claims--if any--and designate
them on the political map with clear geographical coordinates. Each party shall also accept
that the dispute cannot, and should not be, resolved by force but through peaceful
negotiations,

3. Both parties shall agree that all negotiations and understandings that will be conducted
henceforth shall be carried out in the presence and through the mediation of a Third Party,
The latter will act as witness and guarantor.

4. Areas under "dispute” shall be demilitarized temporarily and be free from the presence of
armies of both countries. The enforcement of this understanding shall be guaranteed by the
Third Party.

5. If the above proposal for resolving the dispute through the involvement of a Third Party and
without further complications is not acceptable, the matter to be referred to international
adjudication.

The Government of Eritrea firmly believes that attempts to inflate the minor and temporary
problem that has been created along the borders of the two sisterly countries will not serve the
fundamental interests of the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples. The Government of Eritrea pledges
that it will, as ever before, spare no efforts to handle the present problem with the requisite
patience and responsibility. It does not, accordingly, see any wisdom in precipitating tension
through inflammatory campaigns.

The Government of Eritrea therefore calls upon the Government of Ethiopia to pursue a similar
path that will promote the interests and good neighbourliness of the peoples of both countries.
The Cabinet of Ministers of the Government of Eritrea further reasserts its belief that the peoples
of Eritrea and Ethiopia will maintain and preserve their mutual interests rooted in peace, good
neighbourliness and cooperation.

Asmara, May 14, 1998
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Statement of Eritrean delegation on IGAD meeting regarding Somalia in 2006

Excellencies,

- Allow me to express my Government's profound gratitude to the Government of Kenya

for taking the initiative at this critical moment to convene this august meeting, Somalia is
at cross roads today. Misguided policies by external actors coupled with political
imprudence by key Somali political forces could potentially exacerbate the situation and
plunge the country into an intractable abyss that is by far worse than the turmoil of the
past 15 years. If this is allowed to occur, its implications for regional peace and security
will indeed be grave in addition to the immense suffering that it would entail to the
Somali people.

But this bleak situation need not occur in the first place. It can, and should In our view,
this can only happen through i) an internal be, avoided political process that is
constructive and serious; and ii) external facilitation and support that is prompted by
motives that have the security and stability of Somalia and the welfare of its peoples at
heart. :

We must recognize that the current crisis is the derivative of multi-faceted and
cumulative underlying causes. For the past 15 years, Somalia has become ensnared in a
spiral of internecine conflicts, intractable clan cleavages, and, the chronic rivalry of
warlords with ever-shifting alliances resulting in the fragmentation of central political
authority and the balkanization of the Central State. These long years of chaos and
immense suffering contrast sharply with decades of significant socio-economic progress
and nation building that Somalia enjoyed until the 1990s in a country unique in Africa for
its ethnic and cultural homogeneity. Perceived geopolitical considerations by major
powers, military involvement of external forces, misrepresentation of Somali political
realities in the aftermath of September 11, and the failure of several peace initiatives have
further compounded the internal commotion. The crisis that we see unfolding today is the
byproduct of all these complications. Collective or individual initiatives that will be taken
to promote enduring peace and stability in Somalia must accordingly address the
parameters outlined below if they are to bear fruit.

1. External Military Intervention: Any external military intervention will further
polarize the political realities of Somalia and induce Ethiopia's military intervention,
under greater conflagration. Whatever guise or justification, is particularly dangerous
both for reasons of historical animosity and because of the events of the past few
years. Ethiopia must therefore cease its intermittent military intervention and
withdraw the forces that it has deployed in the past few days.
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2. Linkages with International terrorism: The portrayal development in Somalia in
terms of the global war on terrorism is factually untenable and politically imprudent.
The overarching national cause of the Somali people should not indeed be reduced to
or lumped together with this singular concern. It must be acknowledged that external
support to the warlords under the rubric of fighting terrorism was a factor of
complication. Some regional and local actors have also found this portrayal
convenient to camouflage other ulterior motives.

3. Lifting of Arms Embargo: A recent call by some forces for a selective lifting of the

UN embargo on arms is unbalanced, misguided and fraught with dangerous
consequences. Indeed, this can only imperil the political process of reconciliation and

durable political arrangement in Somalia. Appropriate adjustments can be .

contemplated when there is irreversible progress in the political arrangement giving
rise to national institutions that have credible legitimacy and popular support.

4. Political Processes of National Reconciliation: The daunting problem in Somalia is
essentially an internal political problem that must be solved through negotiations
between Somali political forces. The role of IGAD and our partners in peace must be
focused on facilitating and promoting these negotiations through appropriate forums
and mechanisms.

5. Territorial Disputes: The current situation in Somalia is raising the specter of
territorial claims and disputes between Somalia and its neighbours. Territorial
disputes and claims can only be settled by strict adherence to the sanctity of colonial
boundaries and IGAD should adopt this stance firmly and unequivocally.

My Government believes and sincerely hopes that IGAD can foster a forward-looking
consensus around these five points at this meeting. We do not wish to engage in fruitless
discourse of acrimony but let me conclude by firmly rejecting all groundless accusations
peddled against Eritrea in the past few months. As underlined in the previous Ministerial
Meeting on Somalia, Eritrea has never seen Somalia as a proxy battlefield to settle scores
with Ethiopia. Grave as it may be, the border conflict with Ethiopia is a problem between
the two countries that cannot be played out in Somalia.

Thank you
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The State of Eritrea

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Press Release
In December 2006, Ethiopia invaded Somalia setting a dangerous precedent in the region.

Initially, the pretext for the invasion was to pre-empt, in the words of Ethiopia’s Prime
Minister, the Islamist threat emanating from Somalia.. However, after it became obvious
that the casus belli would not hold water, the Prime Minister recanted to claim that he
sent his troops upon the invitation of the embattled Transitional Federal Government of
Somalia. Sadly, Ethiopia’s aggression was abetted by the international community, with
the US sponsoring the preemptive strike; the UN refraining from condemning the gross
violation of international law; the African Union playing along with the TFG invitation
claim: and IGAD voicing support for Ethiopia’s intervention.

Ethiopia has now announced that it is seeking an exit strategy from Somalia after causing
huge devastation to the country. But the tragic fact remains that thousands of innocent
Somalis have perished and over 500,000 civilians forced into exile or internal dislocation.
Numerous towns and villages were pulverized in indiscriminate aerial bombings; often in
an appalling environment of total news blackout. The relative stability that Mogadishu
had seen after years of chaos was disrupted by Ethiopia’s invasion and occupation; with
the country as a whole descending in a downward spiral. The mayhem and lawlessness

" that have gripped Somalia, including the proliferation of piracy with its dangerous
consequences for commercial maritime traffic in our region, are indeed deleterious
consequences spawned by Ethiopia’s invasion. Ethiopia’s legal culpability in all these
traffic developments cannot thus be whitewashed by its withdrawal today or through
other tenuous explanations.

While these are the indelible facts, Ethiopia’s authorities continue to apportion blame
here and there to duck principal responsibility. At times, it is the Transitional Federal
Government of Somalia which must assume responsibility for lack of commitment to
clamp down the pirates...who are not fish who just sprang out of the sea (statement from
Ethiopia’s Foreign Minister). At other times, Ethiopia’s authorities seek to make a
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scapegoat of Eritrea in their usual, worn-out, campaign of vilification and disinformation
(recent statement by the prime minister of Ethiopia.)

Even at this late hour, the enduring solution to Somalia’s myriad problems rests on three
fundamental pillars. First off, external military intervention, under any pretext or label,
will not mitigate but only exacerbate the turmoil that has gripped Somalia. Secondly, it

. must be recognized that the various schemes of Balkanizing and fragmenting Somalia
into fragile mini-States will continue be a recipe for continuous conflict. Thirdly and
most importantly, Somalis must be allowed to pursue the objective of national
reconstitution through their own devices.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Asmara :
4 December 2008
Y14 ACHe The State of Eritrea Loy0s X g0
LLNYTC RN, PAST Ministry of Foreign Affairs _ Dbl Org 520 LHine
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ADDRESS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF ERITREA H.E. OSMAN
SALEH AT THE ISTANBUL CONFERENCE ON SOMALIA ISTANBUL,
TURKEY

21-23 MAY 2010

Mr. Chairman :
Honourable Heads of State and Government

Distinguished Delegates
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me first thank the Secretary General of the United Nations and our gracious host, the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey, for organizing this important forum to provide
the opportunities and augment the prospects of finding an enduring solution to the crisis
that has bedeviled Somalia for the past twenty years. In this spirit, allow me to restatein a
concise form and without going into details, the views of my Government in regard to the
fundamental ingredients of a lasting settlement.

First, there can be no military solution to the conflict in Somalia. This is borne out by the
experience of two decades of violent internal conflict as well as external military
interventions. The evidence is so overwhelming that it is difficult to argue against the basic
premise with any conviction. And yet the notion that more money and arms, better training
and a well organized military offensive can bring change is still with us. Clearly this
approach will lead to the intensification and prolongation of the conflict, further death and

destruction, and as similar previous efforts, end in failure. Hence, the urge to once again go
down a ruinous path must be strongly resisted

Second, the only real prospect for a lasting resolution of the Somali problem lies in an
inclusive political process. This process should not'exclude any party, for success demands
that it brings on board all the critical actors, the main protagonists in Somalia. Obviously,
this will be a difficult, complex and drawn out process. But, since there is no workable
alternative, it is imperative that we prioritize the political approach and earnestly engage
all the parties, with the aim of encouraging a political settlement.

Third, two decades of experience has conclusively shown that a durable solution for
Somalia can only be the outcome of a Somali owned and driven process, one that respects
the choice of the Somali people. Again, this will be difficult to achieve, but it is the only way
out of this crisis. External facilitators can help, but they must remember that their role is
only supportive and focused on enhancing the environment for Somalis to sort out their
problems and find arrangements that they can live with in peace and stability.
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Excellencies,

Intractable as it may seem, the Somali problem can and will be solved. I hope that this
timely forum will spark honest discussion and fresh ideas and will be followed up by
sustained and constructive efforts, thereby making a significant contribution to the
achievement of peace and stability to Somalia.

I thank you.
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Asmara, 23 March 2007

Dear Mr. President,

As Your Excellency is closely monitoring the unfolding situation in Somalia,
external interventions and invasions continue to be perpetrated against the Somali
people under various labels and pretexts. These illegal acts are contrary to, and
undermine, all the sincere and intense efforts that have been undertaken, including
the commendable endeavours of Your Excellency, to relieve the Somali people
from their predicaments and to reconstitute Somalia. They are also pushing our
region to a dangerous alley.

Against this backdrop of events, I believe that it is incumbent on us to shoulder
our regional responsibilities and to coordinate our efforts. In this spirit, I am
dispatching H.E. Minister Ahmed Haji Ali to convey to Your Excellency my
thoughts on these matters and to listen to Your wise counsel.

Accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my consideration.

Isaias Afwerki

His Excellency

Ismail Omar Guelleh
President of the
Republic of Djibouti
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‘The State of Eritrea
Minisiry of Foreign Affairs

Press Statement on Somalia

After 18 years of chaos and deception, the trajectory of Somalia's journey appears to be clearer
than ever before. Yet, scemingly benign efforts aimed at disrupting the journey continue without
let up. It is therefore vital and timely to recoup and highlight the critical issues and dimensions of
the problem.

For the last 18 years, external interferences and invasion on the one hand, and acts of warlords
with narrow interests on the other, have rendered meaningless the de facto existence of a Somali
State.

Eighteen years of vacuum has wreaked immeasurable devastation and suffering on the people of
Somalia. Furthermore, this has been, and continues to constitute, one of the principal causes of
instability in the Horn of Africa. It has not abated but seems to aggravate with time.

The vacuum that has prevailed in Somalia for the last 18 years has not only created conducive
grounds for the perpetration of piracy and banditry. But, these phenomena are being
misconstrued to provide suitable pretexts for external interference and to impede a genuine
resolution.

In the event, the only viable solution is the reconstitution of Somalia by the Somalis themselves
and the facilitation of an enabling environment for launching the process in earnest. All other
alternatives, packaged under any mantle, will only corrode the potential opportunities and
aggravate the complexity. And above all, they will not have any legitimacy for the following
simple and clear reasons:

1. In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and international law, there exists
only one, unitary, sovereign Somalia that has hoisted its flag. There is no other Somali
entity. In the event, the United Nations and its Security Council have no moral or legal
authority to recognize any other reality. The same applies to other international and
regional organizations.

2. "Somaliland", "Puntland" and other "lands" may have emerged on the political landscape
as a result of well-known causes and their obvious ramifications. Nonetheless,
endorsement of the phenomena under the guise of stable "havens" and keeping the matter
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in limbo while preventing the Somali people from resolving it in a manner of their
choosing will only perpetuate their suffering and exacerbate the chaos. The United
Nations and Security Council do not have the authority or responsibility to recognize and
accept these dispersed "lands" outside, or against the will, of the Somali people.

3. It s the right of, and incumbent upon, the whole Somali people, to determine the issues
of "Somaliland”, "Puntland" or other lands, by exercising their free will during the
process of reconstitution or in its aftermath. This cannot be usurped by any other party.

4. Governments fabricated or installed externally under various labels of "transition" outside
the due process of law and contrary to the wishes of the Somali people cannot be imbued
with legitimacy and recognition as the duly constituted Government of a sovereign
Somalia. Furthermore, it must be acknowledged that these schemes only hamper the
opportunity for the people of Somalia to find early solutions besides aggravating the
turmoil in the Horn of Africa region.

5. External interventions carried out under any name or pretext on behalf of illegitimate
governments cannot have any legal foundation. Their primary objective is in fact to
precipitate the fragmentation of Somalia and to forestall genuine efforts at finding a
lasting solution. As such, they must be thwarted and deplored.

6. All schemes set in motion and/or conferences convened in the name of these illegal
governments with the aim of legitimizing these illicit processes as “fait accomph“ cannot
be acceptable as they are devoid of any legality.

The people and Government of Eritrea do not have any other stance or policy that deviates from
these basic legal considerations and concerns of regional security. Unless they harbour other
ulterior motives, any other people or Government would not, for that matter, have a differing
stance on this matter.

Attempts at portraying the position and policies of the people and Government of Eritrea as
prompted by allegiance to certain individuals are deliberate acts of disinformation that do not
merit serious rebuttal.

Moreover, groundless accusations of associating Eritrea with "terrorism" or as pursuing a "proxy
war" emanate from the same base motives of stifling the voice and true stance of the people and
Government of Eritrea.

In the circumstances and especially at this crucial time, the Government of Eritrea urges the UN
and its organs to desist from taking unwarranted measures that exacerbate and prolong the
suffering of the Somali people; that maintain the existing vacuum and limbo; and that deepen the
crisis in the Horn of Africa. '

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Asmara
April 10, 2009
Y14 ACTH& The State of Eritrea LT L ygo
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Declaration of Principles for the Resolution of the
Conflict in Eastern Sudan

Preal_nble

We the Government of Sudan (GOS) and the Eastern Front (EF), henceforth
referred to as the parties, meeting in Asmara, Eritrea, under the auspices of the
Government of the State of Eritrea and on the basis of the agreement on procedural
issues that we signed on May 25, 2006;

Reaffirming our commitment to the unity, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
independence of Sudan;

Convinced that Sudan can prosper and flourish in peace only when it ensures
equitable participation and development of its people throughout the country;

Determined to address the root causes of the conflict in Eastern Sudan, ensure
stability and security and find a lasting peaceful settlement that benefits the people
of Eastern Sudan and the whole country;

Committing ourselves to respect the integrity of the talks and the mediation and to
negotiate in good faith;

Taking into consideration what has followed from the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement of 9 January 2005 as well as the particularities of Eastern Sudan;

Agree that the following principles shall form the basis of a just and
lasting peaceful settlement of the conflict in Eastern Sudan

1- Unity with recognition of and respect for diversity, protection of the
fundamental freedoms and rights of citizens, devolution of powers within a
federal system, and equitable distribution of national wealth are essential
foundations for a united, peaceful, just and prosperous Sudan.

2- Political, economic, social and cultural marginalisation constitutes the core
problem of Eastern Sudan.

3- Effective participation and representation in all government institutions and
at various levels shall be ensured for the people of Eastern Sudan.
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4- A fair share of national resources and affirmative action to address past

inequalities as well as sustained social, economic and cultural development
are key to a just and lasting settlement.

Security arrangements for the consolidation of peace shall be addressed as
part of an overall agreement.

Rehabilitation of war-affected areas will be given priority and assistance
provided to refugees and internally displaced people to return to their homes.

The Parties commit themselves to involve the people of Eastern Sudan from
the beginning of the peace process; and to convene an Eastern Sudan
Consultative Conference to ensure support for, and active participation in the
implementation of, a Comprehensive Agreement.

The parties undertake to immediately cease all milita.ry hostilities and to

maintain a military stand-down during the negotiations on the basis of the
"Agreement On Creating A Conducive Environment For Peace" signed on

19 June 2006.

All Agreements reached by the parties shall be incorporated in the Interim
National Constitution.

Asmara, June 19, 2006

For the Government of Sudan For the Eastern Front of Sudan
Dr. Mustafa Osman Ismail Alseied Musa Mohamed Ahmed
Advisor to the President Chairman of the Eastern Front

of the Sudan Republic

For the Government of Eritrea
Yemane Ghebreab
Head of Political Affairs
Peoples Front for Democracy and Justice

11-56302 (C)



S/2011/652

Ui FAN

TLHRIT et Asmara, 7 November 2008
The President

H.E. Mr. Jorge Urbina

President of the Security Council
United Nations

New York

Excellency,

The Government of Eritrea has learned that the UN Security Council is
mulling over the options of issuing a “Presidential Statement or Resolution”
against Eritrea in support of and to condone the unfounded accusations
leveled by Djibouti.

The irony of this drama cannot be overemphasized. As it may be recalled,
the UN Security Council passed Resolution 1430 in August 2002 requesting
Ethiopia to dismantle, within 30 days, its illegal settlements in and
occupation of, the sovereign Eritrean territory of Dembe Mengul in Western
Eritrea. Ethiopia ignored the Resolution and the UN Security Council failed
to take any remedial action.

Ethiopia continues to occupy the town of Badme and other Eritrean
territories in violation of fundamental tenets of international law. Ethiopia’s
acts, which have been tolerated for the past six years by the UN Security
Council, constitute a flagrant breach of the Algiers Peace Agreement; and
Articles 2.4 and 33 of the UN Charter on the “non-use of force against the
territorial integrity of a Member State” and the commitment of Member
States to the “pacific settlement of disputes” respectively.

And in April this year, Ethiopia has gone a step further to occupy and deploy
offensive weapons on the Eritrean part of Mount Musa Ali on the Ethiopia-
Djibouti and Eritrea junction.

In view of these facts, why is the Security Council bracing today to take
punitive action against Eritrea on at best a putative and at worst a
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manufactured border dispute when it has kept mum for all these years on
Ethiopia's repetitive and grave violations of international law that are
fraught with plunging the region into another cycle of violent confrontation?

Eritrea is not, of course, in a position to explain this overly lopsided stance.
Eritrea can only emphasize that double-standards will further erode the
moral authority of the UN Security Council and contribute to greater
regional destabilization. '
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The largest network of African reporters
Ethiopia calls for regime change in Eritrea

Posted on Wednesday 6 April 2011 - 09:25
Abraham Fisseha, AfricaNews reporter in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Ethiopia's Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi, on Tuesday call for
regime change in Eritrea and accused an opposition party,
Medrek, of planning and instigating violence in Ethiopia.
Zenawi has also accused Egypt of backing Eritrea's effort to
destabilize in that country. “Ethiopia would not tolerate
Eritrean government’s destructive policy anymore and the
country is forced to change its policy from “passive defiance™
to directly help Eritrean people topple the regime,” Zenawi
said while presenting an eight-month government’s
performance report to parliament.

According to the prime minister, Eritrean government has continued its attempt to destabilize
Ethiopia by deploying terrorists and home grown “destructive forces”, such as the Oromo Liberation
Front (OLF) and Ogden National Liberation Front (ONLF), as well as the Somalia extremists group,
Al shabab.

He further stated, “Until now, our strategy has been defending our sovereignty by speeding up
our development. Now, we found that we could not go any longer with passive defense. It’s not
possible to take passive defense as the only alternative.”

“Therefore, we have to facilitate ways for Eritrean people to remove its dictatorial regime. We
have no intention to jump into their country but we need to extend our influence there. If
Eritrean government tries to attack us, we will also respond proportionally,” Meles added.

The Ethiopian Prime Minster brought to light how the Egyptians are working with Eritrea to
destabilize Ethiopia in order to hinder its decision to construct dam on the Nile.

Meles told Parliament, “Recently, Eritrea is training and deploying, Al shabab and locally grown
destructive forces to terrorize our country. But Egypt is the direct force behind these destructive
elements that back them.”

“In order to prevent any development on Blue Nile River, Egypt and Eritrea has created their own
front,” he added.

He, however, confirmed that that Ethiopia has no intention of invading Eritrea or opening a new war.
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Ethiopia Prime Minster told the country’s Parliament that Egypt’s a long time strategy is to
destabilize Ethiopia and so that cannot raise a voice about using the Nile.

Meles Further pointed out that the current policy of backing Eritrea and other terrorists group is part
of it long time strategy that goes back to over 50 years.

He stressed that the Ethiopian people are not enemies of the Egyptian people and he called on the
people of Egypt to realize that the building of the dam is also beneficial to them.

Previously the Prime Minster in his speech at launching of the dam construction he told the audience

_ that Ethiopia would welcome Egypt and Sudan to join in construction at any level if they wish to do

50.

Speaking about opposition forces that are legally recognized, “The Ethiopian government is neither
blind nor deaf. You don’t have to think as if we did not know anything,” Meles said adding that the
government has refrained from releasing the list of detainees and suspected OLF members by police
until the opposition parties did it.

“Now that the opposition has made public the list of the detainees, it means that the opposition is
testifying that all OLF members who are detained are their members. In other words, they proved by
themselves that the opposition is the hiding place for OLF”.

“We even know that OLF members have been here with us for five years at this house (parliament).
We knew everything, but we did not take them to court, as we did not have substantial evidence.
Now, the opposition parties have proved it those who are in custody are their members,” Meles told
parliament.

The opposition’s party “Medrek, particularly Unity for Democracy and Justice,” is orchestrating to
instigate violence and protest in the country. However, he said I would like the party to know that
there is a price to pay.

“We would like to make it clear that the opposition cannot go long by being a cover of anti-peace
elements,” he added.
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Ethiopia says to work for Eritrea "regime change"
By Aaron Maasho

ADDIS ABABA | Thu Apr 21, 2011 9:19am EDT(Reuters) - Ethiopia declared openly Thursday that it will
support Eritrean rebel groups fighting to overthrow President Isaias Afewerki.

The two countries have often traded harsh rhetoric since a 1998-2000 border war killed some 80,000 people,
but Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi has until now ruled out confrontation.

However, Addis Ababa warned last month it would take "all measures necessary” against its northern neighbor
after accusing it of plotting to carry out bomb attacks inside Ethiopia during an African Union summit in
February.

Government officials have said the plot targeted a hotel where a number of heads of state were staying during
the summit, as well as other facilities.

Ethiopian Foreign Affairs Minister Hailemariam Desalegn accused Asmara of working to destabilise his
country and topple the government in Addis Ababa.

"We have embarked ourselves on equal reaction, which is regime change (in Eritrea)," he told
journalists,

* "This regime change is not by invading Eritrea but by supporting the Eritréan people and groups which
want to dismantle the regime. We are fully engaged in doing so," Hailemariam said.

Hailemariam did not disclose the extent of Addis Ababa’s support, but a few Eritrean groups already
operate from northern Ethiopia and have staged sporadic hit-and-run attacks inside Eritrea in the past.

Wednesday, some 1,600 Eritrean refugees gathered in Addis Ababa to call for democratic rule in their country,
which thousands have fled in recent years citing rights abuses.

Authorities in Asmara were not immediately available for comment, but Isaias often dismisses foreign-based
opponents as "puppets" acting under the orders of foreign governments.

Eritrea was part of Ethiopia until 1991 when rebel forces led by Isaias fought their way to secession following
a 30-year liberation war.

Meles and Isaias were then allies leading separate rebel groups fighting former Ethiopian dictator Mengistu
Haile Mariam, but they have been foes ever since the border war.

Eritrea has since become one of the world's most secretive nations and has frosty relations with most of the
West including the United States, which it accused of siding with Ethiopia during its border war.

The border conflict has yet to be resolved, with Ethiopia calling for a negotiated implementation of a boundary
ruling, an approach Eritrea has ruled out.
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Meles Wants Regime Change in Eritrea; Accuses Egypt, Ethiopian
Opposition

By Yonas Abiye

Addis Ababa, April 5, 2011 (Ezega.com) — Prime Minister Meles Zenawi on Tuesday accused
Medrek of planning and instigating violence in Ethiopia.

While presenting an eight month government’s performance report to parliament, Meles responded to
questions posed by Girma Seyfu, the sole opposition member of parliament, about the mass arrest of
opposition members.

“The Ethiopian government is neither blind nor deaf. You don’t have to think as if we did not know anything,”
Meles said adding that the government has refrained from releasing the list of detaineesand suspected OLF
members by police until the opposition parties did it.

“Now that the opposition have made public the list of the detainees, it means that the opposition is testifying
that all OLF members who are detained are their members. In other words, they proved by themselves that the
opposition is the hiding place for OLF”.

«We even know that OLF members have been here with us for five years at this house (parliament). We knew
everything, but we didn’t take them to court as we did not have substantial evidence. Now, the opposition
parties have proved it."Meles said to the country’s lawmakers.

The opposition’s party Medrek, particularly Unity for Democracy and Justice, is orchestrating to instigate
violence and protest in the country. However, Meles did not give more details about the matter.

“We would like to make it clear that the opposition cannot go long by being a cover of anti-peace elements,”
he added.

Meles was also speaking about Ethiopian new strategy on Eritrea.
He told the parliament that Ethiopia would not tolerate Eritrean government’s destructive policy anymore and

the country is forced to change its policy from “passive defiance” to directly help Eritrean people topple the
regime.
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He, however, confirmed that Ethiopia has no intention of invading Eritrea or opening a new war.

According to the prime minister, Eritrean government has continued its attempt to destabilize Ethiopia by
deploying terrorists and home grown “destructive forces”, such as the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) and
Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF), as well as the Somalia extremists group, Al shabab.

He underscored that “Until now, our strategy has been defending our sovereignty by speeding up our
development. Now, we found that we cannot go any longer with passive defense. It* is not possible to
take passive defense as the only alternative.”

“Therefore, we have to facilitate ways for Eritrean people to remove its dictatorial regime. We have no
intention to jump into their country but we need to extend our influence there. If Eritrean government
tries to attack us, we will also respond proportionally,” Meles added.

Meles also criticized the Egyptian government’s influence of what he said is Egypt’sbacking of Eritrean and
other terrorists to encourage them to destabilize Ethiopian as part of its long time strategy to deter Ethiopia’s
development on the Nile river.

“Recently, Eritrea is training and deploying, Al shabab and locally grown destructive forces to terrorize our
country. But Egypt is the direct force behind these destructive elements that back them,” he told lawmakers.
He added “In order to prevent any development on Blue Nile River, Egypt and Eritrea have created their own
front.”

He also called on Egyptian people to realize that Ethiopia is not their enemy, citing that Ethiopian newly plan
to build the grand dam on Nile river will also benefit the downstream countries.
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PRESS RELEASE

Statement of the Government of Eritrea
On the Award of the C s Commission

The Eritrea-Ethiopia Claims Commission (“EECC”) delivered its Final Awards regarding
violations of intemational law during the 1998-2000 border war. The EECC was
established by Article 5 of the Algiers Agreement, the same legal instrument that created
the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (“EEBC”), which rendered its boundary
Award in April 2002.

Eritrea is well aware of the interference that has impaired the administration of justice.
Nonetheless, and irrespective of the plausibility of the evidence and legal instruments
invoked to arrive at the Award, the Government of Eritrea accepts the Award of the
Claims Commission without any equivocation due to its final and binding nature under
the Algiers Agreement. This is indeed consistent with Eritrea’s track record of respecting
arbitration decisions that emanate from its treaty obligations.

The Government of Eritrea expresses its profound gratitude to its legal counsel who

toiled extremely hard to compile the necessary evidence and to advance robust legal
arguments in order to ensure justice.

The legal filings have not yet been made public due to procedural requirements of
confidentiality during the litigation process. Now that the Award has been announced, the
Government of Eritrea intends to put all these proceedings in the public domain for their
judgmental and educational purposes to posterity.

Asmara
18 August 2009
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
ETHIOPIA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE OF ERITREA

The Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the Government of
the State of Eritrea (the “parties™),

REAFFIRMING their acceptance of the Organization of African Unity (“OAU”) Framework
Agreement and the Modalities for its Implementation, which have been endorsed by the
35th ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government, held in
Algiers, Algeria, from 12 to 14 July 1999, '

RECOMMITTING themselves to the Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities, signed in
Algiers on 18 June 2000,

WELCOMING the commitment of the OAU and United Nations, through their endorsement
of the Framework Agreement and Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities, to work closely
with the international community to mobilize resources for the resettlement of displaced
persons, as well as rehabilitation and peace building in both countries,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
1. The parties shall permanently terminate military hostilities between themselves.
Each party shall refrain from the threat or use of force against the other.

2. The parties shall respect and fully implement the provisions of the Agreement on
Cessation of Hostilities.

Article 2

1. In fulfilling their obligations under international humanitarian law, including the
1949 Geneva Conventions relative to the protection of victims of armed conflict (“1949
Geneva Conventions™), and in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the parties shall without delay release and repatriate all prisoners of war.

2. In fulfilling their obligations under intermnational humanitarian law, including the
1949 Geneva Conventions, and in cooperation with the International Committee of the
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Red Cross, the parties shall without delay, release and repatriate or return to their last
place of residence all other persons detained as a result of the armed conflict.

3. The parties shall afford humane treatment to each other’s nationals and persons of

each other’s national origin within their respective territories.

Article 3

1. In order to determine the origins of the conflict, an investigation will be carried
out on the incidents of 6 May 1998 and on any other incident prior to that date which
could have contributed to a misunderstanding between the parties regarding their
common border, including the incidents of July and August 1997.

2. The investigation will be carried out by an independent, impartial body appointed
by the Secretary General of the OAU, in consultation with the Secretary General of the
United Nations and the two parties.

3. The independent body will endeavor to submit its report to the Secretary General
of the OAU in a timely fashion.

4, The parties shall cooperate fully with the independent body.

5. The Secretary General of the OAU will communicate a copy of the report to each
of the two parties, which shall consider it in accordance with the letter and spirit of the
Framework Agreement and the Modalities. '

Article 4

1. Consistent with the provisions of the Framework Agreement and the Agreement
on Cessation of Hostilities, the parties reaffirm the principle of respect for the borders
existing at independence as stated in resolution AHG/Res. 16(1) adopted by the OAU
Summit in Cairo in 1964, and, in this regard, that they shall be determined on the basis of
pertinent colonial treaties and applicable international law.

2. The parties agree that a neutral Boundary Commission composed of five members
shall be established with a mandate to delimit and demarcate the colonial treaty border
based on pertinent colonial treaties (1900, 1902 and 1908) and applicable international
law. The Commission shall not have the power to make decisions ex aequo et bono.

3. The Commission shall be located in The Hague.

4, Each party shall, by written notice to the United Nations Secretary General,
appoint two commissioners within 45 days from the effective date of this Agreement,
neither of whom shall be nationals or permanent residents of the party making the
appointment. In the event that a party fails to name one or both of its party-appointed
commissioners within the specified time, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall make the appointment.

11-56302 (C)



S/2011/652

Mg+

RUBINSTEIN & RUBINSTEIN, LLP

ATTORNEYS
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Expat Americans Living and Working abroad: On the IRS
Radar

' Expat Americans Living and Working abroad: On the IRS Radar
by Asher Rubinstein, Esq '

There are millions of United States citizens who live and work outside the US. These non-
resident citizens are still subject to IRS reporting requirements, i.e., they must still file tax
returns and the Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (the "FBAR"), and they are
. subject to payment of taxes on all income, including income earned abroad. The US, virtually
alone among nations, imposes an extra-territorial tax regime, meaning that US citizens, even if
they live and work overseas, must pay taxes on income earned offshore. The American expat
may be entitled to credits for living abroad, and may be able to deduct taxes paid to a foreign

. government. Living and working abroad do not mitigate one's US tax obligations.

An American expat might surmise that living abroad, he or she is far removed from the IRS. The
expat may be tempted to hide foreign income, and not disclose an account in a foreign country,
thinking that the the IRS would never learn about income in a foreign country, and a local
account at a non-US bank. However, that would be a serious risk. How might the IRS learn
about a foreign account, so far away and seemingly off the American radar?

First, via the Qualified Intermediary (QI) Program, in effect since 2001. Under the Qualified
Intermediary Program, foreign banks are obligated to share information with the IRS.
Moreover, under IRS Announcement 2008-98, the foreign banks must now actively investigate
and report to the IRS whether US persons (or entities controlled by US persons) are the owners
of the account. Many thousands of foreign banks are enrolled in the QI program. Not fulfilling
their QI obligations would result in a lack of access to correspondent banks in the US, effectively
severing such banks from international financial transactions. The IRS also routinely audits
random foreign accounts at QI banks. And QI banks must also submit to external auditors, who
might also discover and report non-compliant accounts.

Second, via "John Doe" summons issued by the US Department of Justice, approved by a US
court and then served upon a foreign bank, requesting information about US account holders. In
2002, courts approved John Doe summonses issued against credit card service companies, and
the IRS learned the identities of US persons accessing unreported foreign funds via credit and
debit cards. In 2009, a federal court in Miami approved a John Doe summons against UBS,
seeking account records of US persons with supposedly "secret" Swiss bank accounts. In settling
the litigation that ensued, UBS agreed to turn over 10,000 names of Americans with accounts at
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UBS. Aside from the erosion of Swiss banking secrecy, which itself is a monumental

development, equally significant is that John Doe summonses work, and will be used against

other banks and financial service providers, in other foreign countries.

Third, via the "Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extra Judicial
Documents in Civil and Commercial Matters", pursuant to which a summons, inquiry, demand
for information or documents, from the IRS to an American expat, can be delivered and served
upon that expat in the country where he resides. It has recently been reported that the IRS has
used the Hague Convention in issuing administrative subpoenas upon wealthy Americans in
Britain and Switzerland. :

Fourth, via Tax Information Exchange (TIE) Agreements, which obligate the foreign country to
assist in both criminal and civil tax investigations. Most countries have already signed a TIE
with the US, including tax havens such as Liechtenstein and Switzerland. Countries which have
not yet signed a TIE are anticipating being asked by the US to sign one. Not signing one would,
as noted above, ostracize the defiant country from the international banking system. _

Fifth, via a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT), which requires each participating country
to disclose information - including bank account data - to the U.S. government in connection
with an investigation of a serious crime, including tax fraud. Treaty loopholes, such as what
constitutes "tax fraud"” under the laws of the foreign treaty country, have been effectively closed
by the successful U.S. attack on UBS and Swiss banking secrecy. The MLATs specify that local
secrecy laws may not form a basis for refusing to provide the requested information.

Sixth, if the account is at a bank within the European Union, or a bank outside the EU that
routes via Europe, then the account might already be under the watch of the CIA pursuant to the
"Brussels Agreement", also known as the "Swift Agreement". That agreement gives the CIA
direct access, upon demand, to bank accounts held in the EU. While perhaps this sounds very
"Big Brother" and akin to conspiracy theory, such monitoring does exist and was developed after
the terrorist attacks on 9/11. The purpose of the Agreement is to investigate terrorism finance,

~ yet there is no limitation to the extent of banking information to be shared, including with the

IRS.

Finally, even assuming that none of the above are actual threats to a non-compliant expat
account (an assumption that would indeed be a huge leap of faith), the account is vulnerable to
discovery if the expat ever wishes to access or use the foreign funds in any way connected to the
US. Should the expat wish to move back to the US, accessing the account would raise red flags. If
the expat wishes to buy real property in the US, or even invest in US securities, the source of
funds would be revealed. A wire transfer from the foreign account to a US bank would likely

~ trigger a Suspicious Activities Report (SAR) from the recipient bank to the IRS.

It should be pointed out that none of these threats to a foreign account is directed specifically
against American expats living abroad. Indeed, the same threats apply to US residents with non-
compliant foreign bank accounts. It's not the location of the taxpayer which gives rise to the
threat; it's the foreign account itself. Thus, whether the account holder is an American living and
working overseas, or an American living in the US with an account offshore, both persons
should be concerned about the likelihood of the IRS discovering the account and prosecuting the
account holder for not disclosing the account and paying taxes on foreign income.

Given these numerous threats to offshore account secrecy, what should the expat (or indeed, the
US resident) do to remedy a non-compliant foreign account? First, the account holder should
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bring the account into compliance. This includes the proper disclosure, i.e., "checking the box"
as to ownership of a foreign account on IRS form 1040, Schedule B, as well as annual
submission of the FBAR form mentioned above (Treasury Department Form TD F 90-22.1). It
also means, of course, reporting and paying tax on all foreign income, including earnings, as
well as interest and gains in or to the foreign account. However, it must be noted that simply,
and suddenly, declaring a foreign account might give rise to the question of whether the account
existed in prior years, in which case one would be alerting the IRS to past non-compliance.
Thus, one must also address the question of whethier or not to make a voluntary disclosure to the
IRS. A voluntary disclosure would lead to paying past taxes, significant penalties and interest,
but would likely avoid prosecution for criminal tax fraud, and would make amends for past non-
compliance and allow for future compliance. The account holder might also consider a legal
strategy involving transfer of the undeclared account in return for a foreign annuity and
establishment of an offshore trust, which would accomplish asset protection, tax benefits and
future tax compliance, but would not rectify past non-compliance and thus the voluntary
disclosure option should again be considered. -

Foreign banking tax compliance is crucial irrespective of where one lives, within the US or
overseas. Non-compliant foreign bank accounts should be brought into compliance. The'
possibilities of discovery of the account, as seen above, are many. Expat Americans living and
working abroad are as much on the radar as Americans living and working and banking at
home. : '
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Statement by Brigadier General Hailu Gonfa and Colonel Gemechu Ayana

Until a few days ago, we were officers in the Ethiopian army sworn to protect the country's
laws and diverse people from any threats. To our deepest dismay, we have come to the
conclusion that the greatest threat to Ethiopia and the people emanates not from elsewhere
but from the regime on power.

Over the last years, the armed forces have been systematically reduced to protecting the
narrow interest of a small clique determined to cling to power at all costs. Under the
circumstances the choices confronting us are: Either to remain with the same oppressive
machinery or wait and see hoping against hope that things would improve on their own or
through a miracle. We have waited too long; we cannot wait any longer.

Despite the calls by opposition groups to peacefully deal with the dire situation, EPRDF is
showing no inclination whatsoever to address the country's mounting social, economic and
political problems. Instead, it is intensifying repression. Even though this repressive
machinery did not spare any people in the country, the magnitude and scale of repression,
harassment and intimidation committed against Oromo people has no comparison. Moreover,
it is considering new military adventures in the region that would not serve the legitimate
interests of all affected—and could plunge the region into chaos.

Throughout the years we served this regime, we were hoping things would improve over
time and expected the regime would also resolve political conflicts peacefully and truly
democratize the country where political power emanates from the will of the people not
from force. Now we have found this to be an empty promise. We are particularly elated that
the Alliance for Freedom and Democracy (AFD) has offered a hope not only to eliminate the
specter of more

mayhem but also chart a better future through, a process of dialogue involving all
stakeholders in the search for comprehensive solutions.

We regret that the regime has flagrantly, and without serious consideration, rejected this
offer of goodwill and continued on its path of destruction. We cannot therefore continue to
defend a minority and overwhelmingly rejected regime, sadly, that is committing untold
atrocities against our own people.
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It is time for-us to take side in the fight between tyranny and liberty. Accordingly, we have
dissociated ourselves from TPLF/EPRDF and joined the liberation struggle of our people gripped
by the claws of tyranny. We have therefore joined the Oromo Liberation Front that is a member
of the Alliance for Freedom and Democracy (AFD) to realize the age-old dream of all peoples
for freedom and democracy.

To the Etbidpian Armed Forces

The incumbent regime has been fooling us all by falsely extolling its commitment to freedom,
democracy and speedy economic development. This commitment has been put to test over the
last 15 years. The tyrannical behavior of the regime demonstrates that this pledge runs skin deep
and does not show any sign of change, which makes all our efforts and sacrifices in vain, We
believe as long as the regime continues to defy the will of the people, our problems would
multiply. That is why it has to be compelled to desist from its destructive path or be removed.
We therefore call on you to follow our example and join the just and popular struggle.

To the international community

The minority Ethiopian regime does not have the capacity or the legitimacy to continue to rule
the country. The regime, whose dismal 15 year tenure is more than enough to gauge its goodwill,

needs to be pressed rather than appeased to submit to the call for dialogue. We strongly urge you

to reconsider your support for it as it does not any more serve our common strategic interests.

Brigadier General Hailu Gonfa
Colonel Gamachu Ayana
September 14, 2006
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The Staie of Eritrea
Ministry of Foreign ATrirs
PRESS RELEASE

‘Quoting obscure Israeli security officials, the Sundgy Times published a report on April 19th
claimingﬂm"lsraclandlmnueconducﬂngrival intelligence operations in Eritrea.”

The Sunday Times report further asserted: "Israel is said to have two Eritrean bases, one a
'listening post' for signals intelligence, the other a supply base for its German-built submarines,
(while)..lranhasanavalbascin(ﬂn&it:mport) of Assab."

memmﬁvcagahﬂ&imhaswedinthepm&mmmhsformmbeﬁukmmw
its authors, It is nonetheless clear that it is driven by ulterior motives that transcend the
fabricated, individual, events.

The main sources of these relentless vilification campaigns against Eritrea are, invariably, the
keywmmmulgmesmmthathmmﬁmdmemofdmmﬁonm Indeed, while these

aoryof"twobnsa“.ﬂhelistenjngpostisathmwbacktouwI%OswhcnﬂwUqutﬁred
mhabasea:theKagnchtaﬁoninAsmam,Eﬁm'scapital, in exchange for its support to
Ethiopia's impending annexation of Eritrea),
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IrnndoesnothaveabascinAmboranywhmelseinEﬁm True, Eritrea and Iran have
mmﬂyculﬁvamdvuywumdiplomaﬁctios.mtthisiamtdi&'erent from the warm diplomatic
ties that Eritrea enjoys with all other countries in the Middle East. Furthermore, Iran has resident
unblssieumdmuchdcepqwommicﬁgﬁthanotbuwuminﬂzeﬂomofAﬁim:
Ethiopia, Djibouti and the Sudan.

Ata_moresubstantive!evelnﬂinmofabs&mﬁghts,Eﬁmhasemymgaﬁwandﬂic
imlienableﬁghgasasovemignsmmmmmmmﬂimymdeeommicauimmﬁmm
_ othcr.cmmtyofitschoiceandhamrdmben&ﬂ:themdmimofinmﬂomlimcrests.I.f
Eﬁmhasnotpmvidedamilim;rbasctomyoolmtrysofar,tbisemarmsﬁmitsown
considered choices. No other country has otherwise the right to approve or veto Eritrea's

Aspointedoutabove,ttwsigningofbimormulﬁlatcmlpactsmdalliqmesisanmtcrof
Eritrea's sovereign right. Eritrea does not, however, subscribe to the notion of providing military
bases to other countries. Nor does it need them. Exitrea'ssovereignchoioehasalways been, and
remains, that of aversion to dependency, polarized alliances and suzerainty.,

Inthecorﬂextofallthesewell—kaom&m,itcannotbediﬂwltwimaginethelmduiying
moﬁvationofﬂleincessantsmeareampaigns,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Asmara
21 April 2009

114 ACYe The State of Eritrea bl XYpa
UNTe @AN, 242F Ministry of Forcign Affairs Goaladt Gg32) Dl
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1__| WESTERN UNION U.SA | 16 November 2006
. 1 2__| XPRESS MONEY UAE 20 December 2004
3__ | ALAmoudi Bank Saudi Arabia | 25 January 1995
4 1T US.A 24 November 2004
-|.5__| EriCommerce UK 01 October 2005
8__| RIA FINANCIAL SERVICES U.SA 17 August 2009
7 | Ez Remit UAE 27 December 2005
8 | ARY Forex Ltd, UAE 10 May 2007
9 | MONEY EXCH.SA Spain_ 04 September 2006
10 | LARI EXCHANGE UAE 28 December 2006
ESTABLISHMENT
G0 3-h41)
|8) ation
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Himbol, in contractual agreement with different legitimate international remittance
service agencies around the world, provides money transfer service to Eritreans living
abroad. The following are the international service providers that have contractual

agreement with Himbol.
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MIUCK N popaor The State of Entrea P
ol oK b g Ministry of Trade and Fn.EnQ | %W@

Hueg Ne:  ASRO0014680

»ic Mo ASLO0033584 - <...=“ Until: u._ago._.a
$lonen:  RED SEA TRADING CORPORATION usness Address:
T EDS . Muekelay ketema

e corp e exp | Code Liconsed Activty(ies) SEM.MBR.05 ST RAS

VR G20 - Wholesale nonedibles.no(jas, pelroleum prds. ) AL c_.b_. 29/31

IR ASTO0014050) . GH1 - Import & Export H S Code Section XV
it Frivean
M.uiling Address

A MBR 05 ST.RAT ALULA 29/3t
Tel 124388 BOX 332 o
| &

Issuc Date 30/04/2008 Date 08/ _:_mo-cn LoEe

conduct the busnass, acoupelion, Rti&inﬂ!ggg Z&c
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LIST OF HONORARY CONSULS OF ERITREA

1. Greece Fekadu Tewoldemedhin
2 Hméaq Tesfay Haile

3. India Sanjay Goenka

4. Lebanon Abdalla AT Matraji

s Norvﬁay Abrham Woldu

6. Pakistan Shakil Aftab Kashmirwala
7. Philippines George T. Yang

8. South Korea Eui-Jec Kim

9. Switzerland Tont Locher

10. Tanzania Ally K. Sykes Sr.

T1. Thailand Soonthorn Kengvibul

12. Uganda Tesfalem Gherahtu
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Ambasciata dello Seato

00187 Rotma, Via Boncompagni, 1626
Tel.(D03Y) 0642741202

Fax {0039) 064208680+

E-mail: ericiub.some@melin

di Eritrea | | o
Roms, o34/ 4{3(’(9

COMUNICATO STAMPA

In questi uitimi tempi I'Eritrea ¢ stata oggento di particolare aceanimento di cronaca mediatica. Alcuni seftori
della stampa italiana hanno volutamente fare uso stumentale, delle vicende giudiziarie dell’ussessore al
wrismo detla Regione Lombardia, il Sig. Picr Ginnni Prosperini. In riguarda I’ Ambasciata dello Stato Eritrea

desidera comunicare quanto seguc.

11-56302 (C)

Nel quadro dei buoni rupporti csistenti tra Italia-ed Eritren, il Governo critreo e le Autoritd che lo
rappresentanc. intrattengono relazioni di reciproco interesse con le istituzioni centrali e locali
italiane. Duta la pasticolaritd del rapporto siorico - culturale tra i due paesi, I"intreccio delle relazioni
che $i sono create negli ultimi anni di.indipcndmza dell’Eritrea, sono rani ¢ toccuno vari settori del

commercio. dell’industria e della cultura italiana nel suo insieme.

~ Lc rclazioni che si sono instaurate con la Regione Lombardia rientrano nel quudro gencrale di tante

iniziative che if governo eritreo promuove ¢ realizza in stretta collaborazione con dclle istituzioni
pubbliche e private. Ne sono la dimostrazione il crescente interesse commerciale ed industriaie degli
imprenditori italiani. 11 rapporto di fiducia sviluppatosi con le istituzioni lombarde nel loro insieme
(ma anche con altre realta regionali) scaturisce dalla concretezza di rapporti coltivati e maturati nel
tempo. [l coinvolgimento della figura deli*assessore Pier Gilanni Prosperini. non & aliro che il
risultato di wli rapporti che. in qualita di rappresentante istituzionale. il ﬁostro governo ha voluto
unorare il ruolo promotore degli enti locali ¢ di chi & chiamato a ‘svolgere tale tunzione. L"Assessore
Prosperini. ha collaborato in qualita di promotore istituzionale per facilitare rapporti di sicurn
credibilita con il mondo della produzionc. 1} contrauo firmato tra il governo eritrco ¢ !'impresa
navale fornitrice. Canticri navali Vittoria, ha avuto csito finale nella trasparenza e regolarita previsto
dal contratto stesso.

- \E.c notizic giudiziaric che sonc state ampiamente divulgate dalls stampa, sono vicendo che

riguardano la persona det Sig. Prosperini . Pertanto. il temativo di creare collegamenti con I"acquisto
dei'Rescherecci. & soltanto strumentale ai fini politici locali.

Pcrhmfo. PAmbasciata d’Eritrea coglie I'occasione, per rivolgero un sincero invito alla stampa
italiana ‘iq generule ed alle testate giornalistiche che in coincidenzn di momenti particolari si sano
prodigate pu.-r denigrarce il paese. ad impegnarsi seriamente per approfondire le ricerche sull*Eritren.
inquadrare il suo profile attuale. nel comesto degli eventi che stanno segnando il Corno d°Africa. A
tale proposito I"Ambasciata rimane disponibile a collaborare con i giornalisti che abbiano intenzione
di visitare il paese ¢ raccoglicre le informazioni sul campo.
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The State of Eritrea
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

PRESS RELEASE

The Government of Eritrea is appalled to learn that some quarters are currently engaged in
arranging what they call "the resettiement in some third country or countries® of Kunama

families who presently find themselves under forced custody in a so-called refugee camp in

Tigray, Ethiopia.

The illegal and unacceptable campaign by these sclf-appointed external parties has,
apparently, been underway for many months now. The campaign appears to have been
conducted in a flagrantly surreptitious manner; without first appraising the underlying and
complex circumstances that gave rise to the situation; ascertaining the wishes of the people
concerned and/or informing the government of Eritrea. There is credible evidence that these
groups arc employing unscrupulous methods to entice the destitute families to opt for
resettlement in some western country or countries rather than returning home.

It must be underlined at the outset that there is nothing like "a Kunama problem” in Eritrea.
The Kxmamas have fought with the same degree of commitment and heroism, and, paid the
same high sacrifices as other Eritrean language and ethnic groups for the liberation of their
country in the thirty years of armed struggle against Ethiopian colonial rule. And in an
independent Eritrea that respects and safeguards, both through explicit ‘Constitutional
provisions and concrete policies and programmes, the equality of all language and ethnic
groups, the Kunamas enjoy the same political, social and economic rights, opportunities and
privileges as their compatriots. Nobody in their right mind can thus misconstrue reality to

~ portray the Kunamas as a "persecuted minority or endangered species”. If some zealous

groups in the West are indeed engaged in an elusive search of a sensational humanitarian

‘cause that would in some subliminal way atone for past crimes of slavery, we advise them to

68

look elsewhere. _

In as far as the 3,000 or so Kunama refugees in Tigray (Adi Goshu) are concerned, these are
mostly innocent civilians, including women and children, who were taken to that location by
TPLF troops when they withdrew from the Gash Barka region (western Eritrea) after
occupying the area for some weeks in the invasion that Ethiopia unleashed against Eritrea in
May 2000. Ever since, the TPLF regime has literally kept them there as hostages through
force and coercion; preventing their free return to their homeland. Those who have managed
to escape from the camp and return home in a roundabout way through the Sudan attest this.

11-56302 (C)
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e The 3000 or so Kunama families in the Adi Goshu camp represent a very minute fraction of
the Kunama ethinic group in Eritrea. The fact that the Kunama citizens in the country enjoy
the same rights, privileges and obligations as other Eritreans proves that there is no ground
for the resettlement scheme. Claims that there could be reprisals when they return to Eritrea

 are totally unfounded. Those who have returned have been welcomed with open amms by the
government and society and assisted to pick up their lives again. Indeed, similar insinuations
were voiced in regard to the repatriation of Eritrean refugees from the Sudan, many of whom
were alleged to have had ties with subversive groups and to be opposed to the Eritrean
government. The manner in which these refugees, whose number exceeds 100,000, were
integrated without any discrimination or retribution belies the current groundless accusations.
¢ It must be borne in mind that the present Ethiopian regime is pursuing the same policy of its
predecessors of dividing the Eritrean people along ethnic and religious lines. Mengistu's
regime had institutionalized a policy of regionalisation to drive a wedge between highland
and lowland Eritrea, between Christian and Moslem Eritreans etc. Within this divisive policy
framework, the Kunamas, and some other minority groups, were singled out for special
treatment so that they would oppose the liberation struggle. But the endeavour failed
miserably. And, as it happened, the Kunamas participated in the liberation struggle and on
the side of the EPLF in full force and with high commitment and determination.

e ' Since launching its war of aggression in 1998, the TPLF regime has resorted to similar
practices. To this end, it has created subversive groups that include the "Kunama liberation
front". These handful terrorist groups have no base or constituency in the country. This is
indeed the primary reason why the TPLF regime continues to keep the Kunama families in
thcAdiGoshucmnp,vh’tuauyashosmga,musedmmasamcrﬁMpoolforﬂw
subversive groups.

e The Government of Eritrea strongly deplores the illegal and hostile acts of the TPLF regime
that contravenes international law. The Government of Eritrea stresses that these Kunama
families abducted by the regime in Ethiopia have a fundamental human right to return to their
homeland and rejoin the families from whom they were forcibly separated. The Government
of Eritrea accordingly demands that those groups engaged in a violation of this fundamental
right desist from their illegal acts. It further calls on the UNHCR and the international
community to facilitate their early return home.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
3 March 2003
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Eritrean Victims of Ethiopia’s Terrorist Act
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