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Repor t of lhe Secr e tar v-cene ral

Addendun

I. Fo.ilowing the preparacion of the report sumrnarizing the views received on lhe
above subject (A/39/5561. the Secre tary-ceneral has received tvro further replies'
one from France dated 4 Oclober 1984 and the other from Thailand dated
I November 1984, which are summarized below.

2, In its reply, with reference to paragraph 11" of the section of the reort of
r-he Sec ret.a r y-General submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth
sess j-on (A/38/416) under the heading "Courus of general jurisdiction", France
indicateri that the ConstiLutional Council examined the constitutionality of acts
referred to it, before Lhey wete pronulgated, by the Fresident of lhe Republic, the
Prime Mrniseer, the President of the NaLional Assenbly, the President of the Senate
or 60 deputies or senators (article 6l of the French Constitution of
4 Crctober l95B). Moreover, ii was not appropriaEe to include the Constilutional
Counci.l. under lhe heading "Courts of general jurisdiction".
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3. It i.nforned the Sec retary-ceneral of the creation, by a decree of
30 January 1984. of the Advisory corunit'tee on Hunan Rights. The Comnission was the
successor to bhe Advisory Commission on the Codification of InternaEional Law and
the Definition of lhe Righcs and Duties of states and of Hunan Rights' established
in I94?. The role of the nevr Commission was to assis! the new r'liniste! for Foreign
Affairs/ in an advisory capacity' in all matters relating to action by France !o
promote the protection of hunan rights in the world, particularly within the
franework of institutions responsi.ble for dealing with them or of mulgilateral
negotiations on the subject. The rnembers of the Advisory Conmission vtere appointed
by decree of the llinister for Foreign Afiairs.

4. wj.th reference to sect.ion D of the reporL lA/38/416)' on legal counselling and
assistance, it stated that the French legal aid system was fulI or partial,
depending on the total resources available to the person requesting such aid.
Recipj.enLs of legal aid lr'ere free to choose tbeir own lawyer. Furthermore, any
person inplicated in crirninal proceedings, whatever his financial status' could
request court-appointed legal counsel.

5. Ir finally indicated that since the passage of an act dated 13 JuIy 1983, a
Suprene counc j.l for Professional Equatity Between l.lomen and Men had been se! up.
The Council" was consulted on bills and draft decrees designed to ensure
professional equality between women and nen, as well as on texts dealing wilh
particular working condiEions specific to one or the other sex. The Council could
nake proposals des j,gned Eo j.rnprove professi.onal equality betvteen men and vtomen. It
also prepared an annual report on it.s activities vrhich r,ras made public.

Thailand

6. In its rep.Iy, Thailand inforned the Sec re tary-cener a1 tha! under tbe present
judicial systen of Thaitand the courts of general jurisdiction h'ere vested with the
authorj.ty to adjudicate cr j.minal and civil cases on1y. According to the present
cons!itution of ehe Kingdom of Thailand (I978), if the constitutional vali.dity of
any legal provision was challenged in the couxse of any litigation the court was

required to stay the proceeding and subrnit Che case together with its opinion to
the Consiitutional Tribunal for a decision. The decision of the Constitutional
Tt j"bunal was final and applicable t'o all cases without prejudice to the judgements
of tbe court which had becorne final. In this connection. lhe Constitutional
Tribunal could thus be regarded as a nalional institution for the protection of
human lights if the provision of any lar,r infringed upon Lhe basic righls of the
Thai c i ti zens.

7. It also inforned the Secre tary-ceneral that a syslem of juvenlle and
children's courts had been escablished in Thailand in 1951. The Thai Juvenile
Courts' which nunbered five in all in najor provinces, beside the Central Juvenile
Court j.n tsangkok, were authorized to deat with bofh crirninal and civil litigation.

8. Apart from the juvenile courts. a central labour cour! had been established in
Bangkok Ln L979 in order Lo concifiate and arhritrate disputes arising from labour
relations. rt should be nated that both juvenile and labour courts in Thailand
were regarded as judicial organs under the lrinistry of Justice wilhout lhe status
of special cour ts,
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If 9. It referred to the establishrnent on 15 seprember L982 by order No. L'7 4/2525 of
the Bureau of Civil Liberty and Public Interest Protection within the public
ProsecuLion Department of Thailand, The pritnary objectives for establishing the
Bureau were. inter ali,a, to render legal counselling services to the public free of
charge, !o conciliate disputes and to provide counsel for indigent defendants free
of charge in boEh civil and criminal cases. It finally referred fo the first legal
ard service regulaLion which was issued by the Public Prosecutlon Departnent on
30 December 1982 and set forth detailed rules and stipulations for the seekinq of
Iegal aid services fron the Bureau. Copies of Order No. 174/2525 and the Legal Aid
Regulat.ion of the Public Prosecution Departmen!, B.E, 2525t were attached lo the
replv and are avai.Iable far consultation in the files of the Secretariat.
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