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  Identical letters dated 12 October 2011 from the Secretary-General 
addressed to the President of the General Assembly and the 
President of the Security Council 
 
 

 I have the honour to transmit the attached letter, dated 12 October 2011, from 
the Permanent Representative of the United States of America to the United Nations 
(see annex). 

 I should be grateful if you would bring the present letter and its attachments* 
to the attention of the members of the General Assembly and the Security Council. 
 
 

(Signed) BAN Ki-moon 

 

 
 

 * The attached charging document is circulated in the language of submission only. 
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Annex 
 
 

 Enclosed please find the letter that I wrote to you yesterday regarding the 
recently disrupted conspiracy to assassinate in Washington, D.C., the Ambassador of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United States and to carry out additional follow-
on attacks inside the United States and against other countries. As noted in the letter, 
we have confirmed information that this conspiracy was conceived, sponsored and 
directed by elements of the Government of Iran. Had this terrorist plot not been 
disrupted, it would likely have resulted in the injury or death of the Saudi 
Ambassador and others. 

 We request that you transmit the present letter, yesterday’s enclosed letter, and 
the enclosed charging document to the General Assembly. 
 
 

(Signed) Susan E. Rice 
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Enclosure 
 
 

11 October 2011 

 I would like to bring to your attention an attempted plot that constitutes a 
serious threat to international peace and security. The United States has recently 
disrupted a conspiracy to assassinate in Washington, D.C., the Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United States and to carry out additional follow-on 
attacks inside the United States and against other countries. We have confirmed 
information that this conspiracy was conceived, sponsored and directed by elements 
of the Government of Iran. Had this terrorist plot not been disrupted, it would likely 
have resulted in the injury or death of the Saudi Ambassador and others. 

 According to our information, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-Qods 
Force and several of its high-ranking officers, including Hamed Abdollahi, Abdul 
Reza Shahlai and Ali Gholam Shakuri, directed and funded the conspiracy. 

 This plot constitutes a violation of Iran’s commitments under the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected 
Persons, including Diplomatic Agents (1973). Consistent with this Convention and 
pursuant to United States law, on 11 October 2011, the United States brought 
charges in the United States Federal Court of the Southern District of New York 
against Manssor Arbabsiar, who is a citizen of Iran and a naturalized United States 
citizen, and Ali Gholam Shakuri, who is a national of Iran. Enclosed is the charging 
document containing the details of the conspiracy. The United States arrested 
Arbabsiar on 29 September 2011. He is currently in United States custody in New 
York City, and the United States plans to prosecute him to the full extent of United 
States law. Ali Gholam Shakuri remains at large. 

 In accordance with article 6 of the Convention, the United States requests that 
you notify Iran of the above measures. The United States expects Iran, in line with 
its obligations under this Convention, to undertake immediate, credible and 
verifiable action to hold accountable any other persons responsible for this 
conspiracy, including but not limited to Ali Gholam Shakuri. The United States has 
directly notified the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as the State of which the 
internationally protected person concerned is a national, of the above measures. 

 The United States notes that this incident also constitutes a violation of other 
international legal obligations, including the requirement contained in Security 
Council resolution 1373 (2001) that States “refrain from providing any form of 
support, active or passive, to entities or persons involved in terrorist acts, including 
by suppressing recruitment of members of terrorist groups and eliminating the 
supply of weapons to terrorists”. We intend to discuss this matter with other 
members of the Security Council. 

 We request that you transmit the present letter and the enclosed charging 
document to the Security Council. 
 
 

(Signed) Susan E. Rice 
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Attachment 
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(Signed) O. Robert Woloszyn


