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INTRODUCTION

I
This report of the Economic and Social Council

which I have the honour to present to the General As­
sembly covers the period 3 August 1957 to 31 July
1958.

The work of the Council during this period was
mainly concerned with economic qu;stions. Social qu;s­
tions received relatively less prominence and attention
in the Council's deliberations. This is due. ,in large pa:t,
to the fact that the Social and Population Commis­
sions were not scheduled to meet this year, and that
the cycle of special reports on social questions re­
quested by the C:ounci! brings tl~ese.matters forward
for intensive consideration on a biennial rather than an
annual basis. In addition to discussing questions aris­
ing out of the reports of its Commissions on Human
Rights, the Status of WO~len and.Narcot!c Dr~gs, and
matters concerning the United Nations Children s Fund.
and the Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees,
the Council also gave attention to certain aspects of the
United Nations programme in the social field. both in
connexion with the Secretary-General's second report
on the concentration of activities and within the over-all
context of co-ordination.

The Council took important decisions regarding the
future of international narcotics control. It decided
that there should be a plenipotentiary conference to c?n­
cluck a treaty covering this whole field an? replacing
the nine existing, and sometimes overlapping, instru­
ments adopted over a period of more than 40 years.

The Council approved the preparations which are
beinc made under the aegis of the Commission on
H tII~an Rights to mark by appropriate observances
throuehout the world, on 10 December of this year,
the T~nth Anniversarv of the adoption and the pro­
clamation of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. It also recommended that the General As­
sernblv devote a special meeting of rededication to the
ideals' and objectives for which the Universal Declar­
ation stands.

Also in the field of human rights, the Council. at the
request of the General .f\ssembly, evaluat~d the p~o­
gramme of advisory services. It expressed Its apprecia­
tion of the seminars organized under the programme
and approved the plan suggested by the Secretary­
General for holding three seminars in 1959. It seems
clear that the advisory services programme has now
become accepted as a substant~al and increasingly well
integrated part of the total United Nations programme
in the field of human rights.

As mentioned above, the Council devoted the main
part of its debates this year ~o ec0t:0mic items. ~mong
the wide range of tOpICS With which the Council was
concerned, I shall limit myself here to two problems,
two projects and two programmes.

The two problems to which the Council gave so
much of its attention during the summer session were:
the threat to the economic well-being of many parts

IX

of the world which has arisen from the recessionary
influences which have made themselves widely felt
throuuhout the nast twelve months; and the vexed
and v~xing question wh!ch the Council discussed under
the heading of International Commodity Problems.

Seldom has the Council's debate on the world econo­
mic situation been so concerned with policy issues as
this Year. when it had to consider at the same time both
the inore long-run problems of inflatio~ an? the i!1'­
mediate problems of the current recession m the m­
dustrial countries. The Council generally agreed that
in modern industrial countries cumulative price in­
creases could be generated not only by pressure of excess
total demand but also by pressures arising from bottle­
necks in limited key industries, as well as by factors
operating from the side of costs. This raises problems
ior economic policy of arriving at the proper balance
of measures designed to achieve price stabi1i~y with.out
hampering economic growth. As regards the immediate
situation the inevitable uncertainties about future pro­
spects make anv forecast hazardous, but it is to be hoped
that the end of the down turn has already been reached,
and there are some signs that this is so, at least as far
as North America is concerned.

Anxieties concerning the current economic situation
contributed. to some extent, to the decision taken by
the Council to ask the Secretary-General to comple­
ment his annual survey of the world economic situation
by more frequent short-term appr~is~ls of the ecol1;omic
outlook. and to review the statistical data available
for such appraisals.

The Council was particularly concerned with the
repercussions of the current recession on the export
proceeds of the under-developed countries, and it re­
garded this matter as particularly urgent since the terms
~f trade of the under-developed countries have been
seriously affected by the general decline in commodity
prices for quite some time. Increases in the volume of
exports of primary commodities have not compensated
for price declines and export earnings have fallen,
with the result that the progress of development pro­
grammes has been checked and even threatened in a
number of countries. Furthermore, the long-term as­
pects of primary commodity exports are clouded in
several instances by such developments as the increased
production of synthetics in industrial countries.

The general concern of the Council with these pro­
blems was manifested by its decisions to reconstitute
the Commission on International Commodity Trade and
to arrange for an especially early session of the Com­
mission in 1959 with wider participation than usual.

As regards the two projects to which I referred
above. the Council can, I think, be said to have moved
forward with determination and purpose in the past
vear. I refer, in the first place, to the establishment
at the spring session. on the recommendation of the
General Assembly, of the Economic Commission for
Africa. Thus. the most undeveloped continent in the
world will have at its disposal a commission which,
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it is hoped, will make a significant contribution to its
economic development and be of lasting benefit to its
peoples.

Th.e other maj~r step taken by the Council was its
unanimous adoption of the recommendations of the
Pr~paratory Co.mmittee s:t up by the General Assembly
at Its last S~SSlOn to define the fields of activitv and
the administrative and operational structure of the
Special Fund. The wav is now cleared for the General
Assembly to complete' the arrangements enabling the
Special Fund to begin operations on 1 January 1959.

Fi.nally, the two existing programmes in the eco­
nomic field which merit a brief mention are those relat­
ing to water resources and industrialization. Suffice it
to say that the Council, at its spring session, followed
up and complemented its earlier decisions by the estab­
lishment of a special centre within the United Nations
Secretariat for the promotion of water resources devel­
opment anc, utilization and for the co-ordination of
the activities of the various members of the United
Nations family in these important fields. Similarly
with regard to industrialization, it endorsed the proposai
of t~e Secretary-General to expand his staff working
0!1 industry and productivity problems and to estab­
hsh a special expert committee to advise him on future
activities i..., these fields.

In another field of action, the Council, as usual, 'con­
ducted, through its Technical Assistance Committee
~ de~ailed and exhaustive review of the problems aris~
mg m the Expanded Programme of Technical Assist­
a;nce. It is ~atifying to note that the Programme has
hved up to its name by being both an expanded and
an expanding programme. The great value of the
Program~e continues to be attested to by all who have
watched its J?rogress over the years and it is universally
hoped that its future growth will not be impeded by
any lack of financial support.

The Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance,
launched by the Council in 1949, is one of the great
mi~estones in the Council's history. We have had to
wait almost ten years to realize, in the creation of the
Special Fund, a strategic "break through" of compar­
able significance for the economic development of the
under-developed areas of the world. The Council has
taken steps to ensure that the Expanded Programme
and the Special Fund will be closely coordinated' in
this way the effectiveness of each should be reinforced
and enhanced by its association with the other in a
continued attack on the problems of economic develop­
ment.

Also of special significance in the furtherance of the
objectives inherent in the concept of technical assistance
to under-developed areas is the action which the
Council took with a view to the establishment on an
experimental basis and on a limited scale of an Inter­
nat~onal Administrative Service. This i; a project in
~hlch the Secretary-General has taken a rather special
mterest-a proposal which he initiated personally. If
ad?pted by the General Assembly, as I hope it will 'be,
this supplement to the existing United Nations technical
assistance programmes should constitute an important
further step towards meeting the expressed needs of
many Governments for temporary assistance of an op­
erational or executive character.

In the field of co-ordination the Council's debates this
year were, I believe, of special significance. They mark­
ed the culmination of the Council's efforts of the last

x

three years to convert its work in this field from a
largely technical operation into a more statesmanlike ex­
amination of the broader issues involved. A more in­
tensified co-operation and a larger measure of agree­
ment was reached among the various organizations
concerned.

. In the early years. the Council's task of co-ordinat­
mg the programmes and activities of the United Na­
tions and the specialized agencies in the economic social
and human rights fields was largely concerned with
the avoidance of duplication between the various or­
ganizations and the concentration of their efforts. With
the establishment of priority programmes-within the
framework of the overriding objective of the develop­
ment of under-developed countries-the Council enter­
ed upon a new phase of its co-ordinating functions; and
a later ph.as~ a~in may be discerned during which
the Council examined certain fields where possibilities
of concerted action existed-as in the field of com­
munity development. Although the Council is still
concerned in some degree with each of these three
phases, we may now discern a new prospect, namely,
that of the five-year appraisals, which the Council has
asked. the United Nations and five of the specialized
agencies to undertake and to which it attaches particular
importance. The Council has expressed the hope that
the consoli~ated report which is to be drawn up for it
on the b~sl~ ?f these"a~praisalsby a special committee
of five individuals, Will, for the first time, give the
Governments and the peoples of the world a clear idea
of what is being achieved and attempted through inter­
national action."

At;other !lew. and construct.ive development is the
meeting which lS to be held m October of this year
between selected delegations from the Council and the
Governing Body of the International Labour Office to
discuss t?e general pr}nciples of inter-organizational
~o-operatJon and co-ordination and the problems arising
m respect of them.

The willingness of the governing bodies and the ex­
ecutive heads of the specialized agencies to work closely
with the Council and the Secretary-General on these
qu~sti0!ls is an. ind~cation vi the common approach
\~hlch IS. bec?mmg increasingly a feature of interna­
tional action m the economic and social fields.

I. have mentioned above only some of the questions
WhICh came before the Council this year. A fuller ac­
count of them, a?d of the other perhaps less striking
but nonetheless Important matters which the Council
has considered, is given in the report which follows.

II
The report has, in general, the same form and char­

acter as previous reports of the Council to the General
A~sembly.l It consists of the present volume and the
printed volumes of the resolutions of the resumed
twenty-fourth session, the twenty-fifth session and the
twenty-sixth session." It contains re£erence~ to the
summary records of the Council and its committees
which are distributed to all Members of the United
Nations.. The annex appearing at the end of each
chapter lists the relevant oral and written statements
of non-governmental organizations.

1 See E/L.793 and E/SR.1044.
• Official Records of the Economic and Social Council Re­

sumcd T1J!cnty-fourth Session, Supplemcl~t No. lA; T-u!enty­
fifth SeSSIon, Supplement No. I; TWC1lty-si~th Session, Sup­
plement No. 1.
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(Signed) George F. DAVIDSON
President,

Economic and Social CouncilGeneva,
August 1958

sembly's request in the Council's report to the four­
teenth session of the Assembly.

A number of questions included in this report are
also separate items on the provisional agenda of the
General Assembly. These items are indicated by aster­
isks in the table of contents, and by footnote references.
Other matters referred to the attention of, er requir­
ing action by, the General Assembly are indicated in
the text and in footnotes.

The asenda of the Council's sessions and information
regarding the membership and dates of meetings of
the Council and its subsidiary organs are included as
appendices to the report.

In the performance of my task as President of the
Council, I have been fortunate enough to have the
able assistance of the two Vice-Presidents-Mr. Eurico
Penteado ar.d Mr. Costa P. Caranicas, To them, to
the other Chairmen of Committees, and to all the mem­
bers of the Council, I should like to take this op­
portunity of expressing once again my gratitude for
their valuable and unstinted co-operation. It has been
an honour to have served the Council, and the willing
collaboration of all my colleagues has made this period
of service a pleasure and a privilege as well. I should
also like to thank the Secretariat for its assistance to
the officers of the Council in the course of the year
and in the preparation of the report. Whatever success
has been achieved in the work of the Council during
the period under review has been due in no small
measure to their loyal and devoted service.

•••

XI

The present volume comprises ten chapters, each
of which is designed to be referred, should the General
Committee of the General Assembly so recommend, to
one of the Main Committees of the General Assembly,
or to any joint meeting that the General Assembly may
decide upon. Chapters II, Ill, IV and V are concerned
with matters within the competence of the Second Com­
mittee, chapters VI and VI I with matters within the
competence of the Third Committee, and chapter X
with matters within the competence of the Fifth Com­
mittee, while chapters I, VIII and IX could appro­
priately be taken up by the General Assembly in plenary
session. The General Assembly may, however, wish
to consider section VI of chapter I in connexion with its
discussion of item 22 of the provisional agenda: "Ques­
tion of amending the United Nations Charter, in ac­
cordance with the procedure laid down in Article 108
of the Charter, to increase the membership of the
Economic and Social Council", and to consider para­
graph 533 of chapter VIII in connexion with the dis­
cussion of item 51: "Control and limitation of documen­
tation" or in connexion with the discussionof chapter X
of this report. The resolution adopted by the Council on
the subject of the tenth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights, which is discussed in
chapter VII, section I, will also be of interest to the
General Committee.

In its resolution 1217 (XII), the General Assembly
requested the Council to include pertinent information
concerning the demographic activities of the Council
in the chapter of its report which is concerned with
economic development. Since the Population Commis­
sion, which meets biennially, has not held a session
or reported to the Council during the period under
review, effect will first be given to the General As-
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Chapter I

CONSTITUTIONAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL QUESTIONS

Co-ordination Committee. A sessional com­
mittee of the whole.
Interim Chairman : 11r. R. D. J. Scott-Fox

(United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland).

Chairman: Mr. Sergije Makiedo (Yugo­
slavia).

Technical Assistance Committee. Established
by Council resolution 222 (IX) as a stand­
ing committee of the whole. Membership
increased to twenty-four by Council resolu­
tion 647 (XXIII).4
Chairman for 1957: Mr. Janez Stanovnik

(Yugoslavia) .
Chairman for 1958: Mr. Hassan Mohamed

Hassan (Sudan).
Administrative Review Group of the Technical

Assistance Committee. Established by TAC
in its resolution of 27 July 19565 and com­
posed of eight members of TAC. Member­
ship increased to nine by TAC at its 157th
meeting.
Chairman for 1957: Mr. Janez Stanovnik

(Yugoslavia).
Chairman for 1958: Mr. Hassan Mohamed

Hassan (Sudan).

Council Committee on N on-Governmental Or­
gani::ations. A standing committee com­
posed of seven members of the Council
elected each year under rule 82 of the rules
of procedure.
Chairman: Miss Jeanne D. Pelt (Nether­

lands).

Interim Committee on Proqramme of Confer­
cnces. A standing committee established by
Council resolution 101 (V)6 and composed
of five members of the Council.
Chairman: Mr. P. W. J. Buxtcn (United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northem
Ireland).

United Nations Refugee Fund (UNREF) Ex­
ccuiiue C011111littce.7 Established by Coun­
cil resolution 565 (XIX). Membership in­
creased by Council resolution 639 (XXIII)
from twenty to twenty-one States Members
and non-members of the United Nations.
Chairman for the seventh and eighth ses-

sions: Dame May Curwen (United King-

(v)

(iii)

(iv)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

• See section V below.
G Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Ttucnty-second Session, Annexes, agenda item 9, document
E/2923, para. 65.

o The terms of reference of the Committee were modified by
Council resolution 174 (VII).

7 See section VI below.

1

Seetion I. Membership, eeselone and officers of
the Council

1. At its twelfth session,' the General Assembly
elected Chile, China, Costa Rica. France, Netherlands
and Sudan to replace the six retiring members of the
Economic and Social Council: Argentina, China, Do­
minican Republic, Egypt, France and Netherlands. The
membership of the Council was therefore as follows
for the year 1958: Brazil," Canada,* Chile, China,
Costa Rica. Finland, France, Greece,* Indonesia,"
Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, Poland, Sudan, Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America* and Yugoslavia.*

2. The resumed twenty-fourth session of the Council
was held from 10 to 13 December 1957 in New York.
The twenty-fifth session took place in New York from
15 April to 2 May 1958 and the twenty-sixth session in
Geneva from 1 to 31 July 1958. Information regard­
ing the number of plenary and committee meetings
held during those sessions is contained in appendix II.

3. At the first meeting of its twenty-fifth sessionf
the Council elected Mr. George F. Davidson (Canada)
President, and Mr. Eurico Penteado (Brazil) and Mr.
Costa P. Caranicas (Greece) First and Second Vice­
Presidents respectively for 1958.

*Members retiring on 31 December 1958.
1 Official Records of the General Assembly.. Twelfth Session,

Plenary Meetings, 695th meeting.
2 E/SR,999.
• Newly established committees which have not yet met are

described, as appropriate, in the sections of this report dealing
with the substantive matters of concern to them.

Section II. Subsidiary organs of the Council

A. COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL

4 . The following nine committees established by the
Council are committees composed of Government rep­
resentatives which met during the period under re­
view," The list does not include Secretariat committees
and bodies. the Administrative Committee on Co-or­
dination and its subsidiary bodies. the Technical Assis­
tance Board and committees of experts. The members
and dates of meetings of the committees listed in this
section are shown in appendix II.

(i) Economic Committee. A sessional committee
of the whole.
Chairman: Mr. Costa P. Caranicas

(Greece), Second Vice-President of the
Council.

(ii) Social Committee. A sessional committee of
the whole.
Chairman: Mr. Eurico Penteado (Brazil),

First Vice-President of the Council.
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C. REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS

11. The Economic Commission for Europe is com­
posed of the European Members of the United Nations,
the United States of America and the Federal Republic
of Germany. Switzerland participates in a consultative
capacity in the work of the Commission.

12. The Economic Commission for Asia and the
Far East is composed of the Members of the United
Nations within the geographical scope oi the Commis­
sion as defined in its terms of reference.F and Australia,
France, Netherlands. New Zealand, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and United States of America.
Hong Kong and Singapore and British Borneo are asso­
ciate members.

13. The Economic Commission for Latin America
is composed of the Latin American Members of the
United Nations, and France, Netherlands, United King­
dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United
States of America.

14. Information concerning the membership of the
Economic Commission for Africa, established by the
Council on 2~' April 1958, is contained in chapter IV,
section I of this report.

15. The members and dates of meetings of ECE,
ECAFE and ECLA are listed in appendix n.

Section m. United Nations Children's Fund

16. In accordance with General Assembly resolu­
tion 1038 (XI), the Executive Board of UNICEF is
composed of thirty States, Members of the United
Nations or members of the specialized agencies.

17. At the twenty-fifth session;" the Council elected
eight members of the Board to hold office for a period
of three years, and two members for a period of two
years, beginning on 1 January 1959.

18. At its 191st meeting, on 12 December 1957, the
Executive Board re-elected Mr. Mahmood Shafqat
(Pakistan) Chairman of the Board for 1958, and estab­
lished for 1958 a Programme Committee composed of
fifteen members and a Committee on Administrative
Budget composed of ten members.

1< For members and dates of meetings of the functional com­
missions and sub-commission, see appendix II. For the distribu­
tion of membership in the Council and its functional commis­
sions, see appendix Ill.

'" See chapter II, section II.
10 For the names of the members confirmed, see Official

Records of the Economic and Social Council, Resumed Twenty­
fourth Session, Supplement No. lA, pp. 1 and 2; and ibid.,
Twenty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 1, p. 8.

17 The Council, in its resolution 679 B (XXVI), amended the
terms of reference of ECAFE to include Iran in the member­
ship and geographical scope of the Commission.

18 E/SR.I020.

dom of Great Britain and Northern Ire­
land).

Committee on tile Tenth Anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
An ad hoc committee established by Council
resolution 651 B (XXIV) and composed
of six Member States.
Chairman-Rapporteur at the first meeting:

Mr. Barthelemy Epinat (France).
Chairman-Rapporteur for the remaining

period: Mr. Hortencio J. Brillantes (Phil­
ippines).

(ix)

B. FUNCTIONAL CO:\IMISSIONS AND SUB-CO:MMISSION

5. The Council has eight functional commissions and
one sub-commission, as follows:

(i) Transport and Communications Commis-
sion;**

(ii) Statistical Commission ;**
(iii) Population Commission ;**
(iv) Social Commission ;**
(v) Commission on Human Rights; Sub-Commis­

sion on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities;

(vi) Commission on the Status of Women;
(vii) Commission on Narcotic Drugs;

(viii) Commission on International Commodity
Trade.

6. Six of the functional commissions (Transport
and Communications, Statistical, Population, Social,
Human Rights, and Status of \Vomen) are composed
of representatives of States Members of the United
Nations elected by the Council. With a view to securing
a balanced representation in the various fields covered
by the commissions, the Secretary-General consults with
the Governments so elected before the representatives
are finally nominated by those Governments and con­
finned by the Council," The Commission on Narcotic
Drugs? and the Commission on International Com­
modity Trade'? are composed of representatives ap­
pointed directly by the Governments of States Members
of the United Nations elected by the Council.

7. The term of officeof members of the commissions
meeting biennially is four years;l1 that of members of
the commissions meeting annually is three years, except
in the case of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, ten
of whose members were elected for an indefinite term,
the remaining five being elected for terms of three
years.P

8. At its twenty-fifth session,Id the Council held
elections for one-third of the membership of the Com­
mission on Human Rights and the Commission on
the Status of Women, in accordance with the arrange-

** Commissions which meet once every two years. The
Transport and Communications Commission, the Population
Commission and the Social Commission did not meet during
the period under review.

S See Council resolutions 2/12 and 3 (Ill).
8 See Council resolution 1/9.
3D As regards the Commission on International Commodity

Trade, the Council recommended in its resolution 557F
(XVIII) that "the States Members of the Commission should
appoint representatives who are qualified experts, familiar with
the technical and practical problems of international com­
modity trade."

n See Council resolution 591 (XX).
.. See Council resolution 199 (VIII).
:IS E/SR.1020.

_____________________________",."t.....

ments for renewal of membership on a system of .
rotation.ts

9. At the twenty-sixth session, tile Council in its
resolution 691 A (XXVI) reconstituted the Commis­
sion on International Commodity Trade.P elected eight­
een members of the Commission and determined their
terms of office by drawing lots.

10. At the resumed twenty-fourth session and at the
twenty-fifth session, the Council confirmed members
of functional commissions nominated by their Govern­
ments.l"

2



effective organ to carry out the obligations placed upon
it under Chapter X and XI of the Charter. The Council
recognized, however, that such an increase should be
designed to preserve the expeditious conduct of its work.

28. Two members of the Council were opposed to
the Council's action on the grounds that the proposal
was premature since it entailed an amendment of the
Charter. It was said that such an amendment could
not be contemplated until the People's Republic of
China was represented in the United Nations.

Section VII. Establishment of the Executive
Committee of the Programme of the Uuited
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

29. In pursuance of General Assembly resolution
1166 (XII) the Council at its twenty-fifth session,22
in its resolution 672 (XXV), established an Executive
Committee of the High Commissioner's Programme to
take the place of the United Nations Refugee Fund
(UNREF) Executive Committee, as of 1 January
1959,23 and to consist of twenty-four States, the mem­
bership being subject to review at the thirty-first session
of the Council.

30. The Council elected the following twenty-four
States members of the Committee: Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Federal
Republic of Germany, France, Greece, Holy See, Iran,
Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzer­
land, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Brit­
ain and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

31. At the twenty-sixth session,24 the Council, in
resolution 682 (XXVI), decided to amend resolution
672 (XXV) to increase the membership of the Com­
mittee by the addition of the Republic of China as the
twenty-fifth member. Some members of the Council
opposed that action on the grounds either that it was
premature, or that if any action was to be taken at
the twenty-sixth session it should be limited to a de­
cision as to whether or not a twenty-fifth seat should
be created, or that it conflicted with established pro­
cedure in the matter of elections and violated General
Assembly resolution 1166 (XII) which provided that
members of the Executive Committee must be elected
on the widest possible geographical basis.

32. In accordance with its terms of reference, the
newly-established Executive Committee will determine
the general policies under which the High Commissioner
shall plan, develop and administer the programmes and
projects required to help solve the problem referred to
in General Assembly resolution 1166 (XII); review
at least annually the use of funds made available to
the High Commissioner, and the programmes and proj­
ects propose~ or being carried out by his Office; and
have authonty to make changes in and give final ap­
pro~al to the use of funds and the programmes and
projects referred to above.

Section VIII. Question of the representation of
China on the Council and its subsidiary organs

33. At the twenty-fifth session of the Council, state­
ments were made concerning the representation of

.. E/SR.1019.

.. The Council decided that from 31 December 1958 resolution
672 (XXV) would supersede its resolutions 393 B (XIII)
565 (XIX) and 639 (XXIII). '

"" E/SR.1040, 1041 and 1044.
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19. The members and dates of meetings of the Ex­
ecutive Board are listed in appendix II.

Section IV. Permanent Central Opium Board
and Drug Supervisory Body

20. Under the provisions of the International Opium
Convention of 19 February 1925, as amended by the
Protocol of 11 December 1946, the Permanent Central
Opium Board consists of eight members appointed in
their individual capacity by the Economic and Social
Council for a term of five years.

21. The Drug Supervisory Body, set up by the Con­
vention of 13 July 1931 for Limiting the Manufacture
and Regulating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, is
composed of four members, two of whom are appointed
by WHO, one by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
and one by the PCOE.

22. On 2 June 1958, the Board elected Sir Harry
Greenfield President and Mr. Paul Reuter Vice-Presi­
dent, to held office until the first meeting of the Board
in 1959.

23. On 2 June 1958, the Drug Supervisory Body
elected Mr. Herbert L. May President and Mr. Charles
Vaille Vice-President for 1958, to hold office until its
first meeting in 1959.

Section V. Technical Assistance Committee

24. In accordance with Council resolution 647
(XXIII), TAC is composed of: (a) the members of
the Council, and (b) six members elected by the Coun­
cil from among the States Members of the United Na­
tions or members of the specialized agencies, having due
regard to geographical distribution and to the represen­
tation of contributing and recipient countries having an
important interest in the Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance. The term of office of the six
members of TAC which are non-members of the Coun­
cil is two years. In the event that one of these members
becomes a member of the Council, the Council elects
another State to membership of the Committee for the
remainder of the term of office of that member.

25. Elections to membership of TAC were held at
the resumed twenty-fourth session'? and at the twenty­
fifth session20 of the Council. The members and dates
of meetings of the Committee are given in appendix II.

Section VI. Question of increasing the
membership of the Council*

26. At its twenty-sixth session." in connexion with
its discussion of the world economic situation, the Coun­
cil adopted a resolution (690 B (XXVI)) in which it
invited the General Assembly to give favourable con­
sideration at its thirteenth session to an increase in the
membership of the Council.

27. In its resolution the Council, after noting the
increase in the membership of the United Nations since
its establishment, stated that it considered that an in­
crease in its own membership would provide a more

10 E/SR,997.
IlO E/SR.l020.
*Requires action by the General Assembly. The provisional

agenda for the thirteenth session includes the item: "Question
of amending the United Nations Charter, in accordance with
the procedure laid down in Article 108 of the Charter, to
increase the membership of the Economic and Social Council."

>l E/AC.6/SR,249 and 250 and E/SR.l043.
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China on the Council." The representative of the
USSR said that he considered it detrimental to the
Council's work that the People's Republic of China
was not represented and that the seat to which it was
lawfully entitled was still occupied by the representa­
tive of the Kuomintang group. The representative of
China opposed that view and stated that his Government
was the onlv lawful Government of China internation­
ally recognized. At the twenty-sixth session the Presi­
dent received communications on the subject from the
delegations of the USSR (E/L.799), China (E/L.gOO
and g09) and Poland (E/L.SOS). Discussions regard­
ing the representation of China also took place in the
Commission on Human Rights.:l6 the Commission on
the Status of 'Vomen,:l7 and the Commission on Nar­
cotic Drugs.:lS

Section IX. Programme of conferences for 1959

3..\-. At its twenty-sixth session, the Council con­
sidered'" a report by the Secretary-General (E/3173)
on his consultation with the Interim Committee on
Programme of Conferences regarding the calendar of
conferences for 1959. The Council approved the calen­
dar ae'ended to the Secretary-General's report except
in so tar as the place of meeting of the Commission
on Human Rights and the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs was concerned. The Council decided that the
Commission on Human Rights should hold its fifteenth
session in New York from 16 March to 10 April 1959.
and that the Commission on Narcotic Drugs should
meet in Geneva from 27 April to 15 May 1959. A
consequential change was made in the date of the
meeting of the Social, Commission, whi.ch will now
meet at Headquarters from 27 April to 15 May 1959.30

As regards the duration of the session of the Commis­
sion on International Commodity Trade, the Council
decided that the Commission should convene on 9
March for a session provisionally ending on 20 March
but capable of being extended, if necessary, by a few
days at the Commission's own discretion.

Section x. Jmplementation of recommendations
on economic and social matters

35. This section of the report, which is included in
accordance with Council resolution 450 (XIV), con­
tains a record of replies received from Governments on
the implementation of recommendations of the General
Assembly and the Council on economic and social mat­
ters. It does not contain information on the substance of
the replies but refers rather to the various sections of
the report and to other documents which provide such
inforrnation.s! It does not include an account of the
information received from Governments, under the
normal procedures, for use in the regular publications
of the United Nations Statistical Office.

ss EjSR.999.
l!6 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Tsoenty-sixtb Session, Supplel~lellt No. 8, para. 8.
'" Ibid., Supplement No. 7. para. 6.
!!S Ibid., Supplement No. 9, para. 4 to 5.
.. EjSR.1044.
30 For the calendar of conferences approved by the Council

see Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Tsuenty-sixtb Session, Supplement No. 1 "Other decisions
taken by the Council."

81 Reports on implementation by Governments of resolutions
644 (XXIII) and 645 (XXIII) will be put before the Trans­
port and Communications Commission at its session in 1959.
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36. The questionnaire on economic trends, problems
and policies was transmitted '.0 Governments in Novem­
ber 1957 in accordance with General Assembly resolu­
tion 520 B (VI) and with Council resolutions 221 E
(IX), 290 (XI), 371 B (XIII) and 654 C (XXIV).
Part 1I of the World Economic Survey, 1957 is based
in part upon replies to this questionnaire.

37. In resolution 654 D (XXIV), the Council re­
quested the Secretary-General, in selecting a major
topic for treatment in part I of the World Economic
Sun'cy. 1957, to take into account the various views
expressed during the twenty-fourth session of the Coun­
cil on the importance of the problem of inflation. The
Council also urged Governments of Member States to
give the Secretary-General such assistance as he might
require for the purpose of obtaining relevant informa­
tion. Accordingly, in October 1957, the Secretary­
General addressed to Governments a questionnaire on
their experience of inflation. Part I of the TVorld
Economic Surrey, 1957 is based in part upon the replies
received to this questionnaire.P

38. The comments of Governments concerning in­
ternational machinery for trade co-operation," which
were requested in Council resolutions 614 A (XXII)
and 654A (XXIV), are reproduced in documents
E/3004/Adcl.1 to 3 and E/3127/ Add.l to 3. An
analysis of the replies is contained in document E/3127.

39. In accordance with General Assembly resolu­
tions 1029 (XI) and 1218 (XII), submissions concern­
ing commodity problems were received from the Gov­
ernments of Thailand. the Philippines and Chile. They
were circulated to the Commission on International
Commoditv Trade at its sixth session in documents
E/CN.13i29 to 30 and Corr.l (English only); and
2 (Spanish only) ; and E/CN.l3/31, respectively.

40. Since the adoption of Council resolutions 226
D (IX) and 378 B II (XIII) and General Assembly
resolution 824 (IX), the Secretary-General has, from
time to time, sent circular letters and special inquiries
to Governments, requesting the texts, and information
on the present status, of international tax agreements.
The Secretary-General has been informed that the
Governments of the following countries have since 1
June 1957 concluded tax agreements on behalf of their
countries or of territories for whose international rela­
tions they are responsible: Australia, Belgium, Canada,
Finland. Germany (Federal Republic of), Lebanon,
Norway, Pakistan. Switzerland, Union of South Africa
United Kingdom and United States of America. Th~
relevant texts and information thus collected are pub­
lished in the series International Tax Agreements.

41. With regard to Council resolution 518 C
( X\'II) on the situation with respect to ratification
of the 1948 Convention on the Inter-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization, a report by the
Secretary-General (E/3132) was presented to the
Council at its twenty-sixth session. The Convention
entered into force on 17 March 1958.34

42. In connexion with Council resolution 645 C
(XXIII) on the ratification of the 1949 Convention
on Road Traffic, the number of Contracting States to
the Convention is at the present time thirty-six.

""See chapter U, section 1.
83 See chapter II, section II.
3. See chapter V, section II.
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43. With regard to Council resolution 645 D
(XXI1I). the Customs Conventio!,! on the T.emporary
Importation of Private Road Ve~l1cles c~me mto fo:ce
on 15 December 1957, and the Convention concemmg
Customs Formalities for Touring entered mto force
on 11 September 1957. The Additional Prot~ol to
the latter Convention, relating to th~ importation ~)f
tourist publicity documents and materials, has been 111

force since 2g June 1958.
44. Information regarding co-ordination on the na­

tional level received from Governments of Member
( '. I X,vII)3lS'States under Council resolution 630 A I (.'\. IS

summarized in document E/3107.36

45. Information regarding re~lies receiy<:d ,from
Governments under Council resolution 661 (XXI\ ) on
an International Administrative Service" is contained
in document E/3121.38

f . d 3946. As regards the control 0 narcotic rugs;
documents E/CN.7/335 and Add.l (in each case, chap­
ter 1) and E/CN.i/335/Add.l. annex. para. 2 to 6,
contain information regarding action taken by Gove:n­
ments in accordance with General Assembly resolution
211 A (Ill) and Council re301utions 159 I (VII), 436
G (XIV). 548 HI (X\'IIl) and 588 D I (XX). re­
lating to the Protocol of 19 November 1948; and Coun­
cil resolutions 505 G (Xvn and 626 C II (XXII),
relating to the 1953 Protocol.

47. Information received from Governments under
Council resolutions 159 II B (VII) and 505 B (XVI) ,
on the abolition of opium smoking, is summarized in
documents E/NR,1956/SUM1IARY40 and Add.1.

48. Information regarding action taken by Govern­
ments pursuant to Council resolutions 159 fI C ~Vln,
436 F (XIV) anc1548 D (XVILI), concermng scientific
research on opium, is contained in documents E/CN.7/
335 and 335/Add.l, chapter VI, and E/CN.7/346 and
Add. 1.

49. Documents E/NM.1957/3 and E/NM.1958/1
and 2 contain information provided by Governments
under Council resolution 436 D (XIV), regarding illi­
cit trafficking in narcotics by the crews of merchant
ships and civil aircraft.

50. Information on measures taken by Governments
pursuant to Council resolutions 588 D (XX) and 626
C III (XXII), relating to the international control of
narcotics and implementation of the treaties, is con­
tained in documents E/CN.7/335 and Add.l (in each
case, chapter Ill) and E/CN.7/335/Add.I, annex,
paragraphs 7 to 11.

51. Information regarding action taken by Govern­
ments to implement Council resolution 543 ~ (XYIII),
relating to the problem of the coca leaf, IS grven 111

documents E/CN.7/335/Add.1, chapter VIII and E/
CN.7/352.

52. Information regarding action taken by Govern­
ments pursuant to Council resolution 548 G (XVIII),
relating to the problem of diacetylmorphine, is contained

3G See chapter VIII, section I.. .
30 Official ,Records of the Economic and SOCial Council,

Tsocnty-sixtli Session, Annexes, agenda item 3.
37 See chapter III, section VI.. .
8S Official Records of the EC01101mc and SOCial Council,

T~clelltv-sisth Session, Annexes, agenda item 9.
1lUSee chapter VI, section Ill.
40 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1958.XI.2 and

2/Add.l.

in documents E/CN.i/335/Add.l , paragraph 97.1 and
E/CN.7/335/Add.2.

53. Information regarding action taken by Govern­
ments pursuant to Council resolution 548 H II
(XVIII), relating to the drug ketobemidone, ~s con­
tained in documents E/CN.7/335 and Add.l , (m each
case, chapter IX).

54. Additional views of Governments which have
commented upon the second draft of the Single Con­
vention on Narcotic Drugs, in accordance with Council
resolution 620 F (XX ll), are presented in document
E/CN.7/ AC.3/8/Add.3.

55. Information on requests for technical assistance
for narcotics control made by Governments in accord­
ance with Council resolution' 626 D and E (XXII) is
contained in documents E/Cl'J.7/335/Add.I, annex,
paragraphs 12 to 13; E/3077-E/CN.7/342 and Add.l.

56. In the field of human rights. the General Assem­
bly urged Member States, in resolution 630 (VII),
to become Parties to the Convention on the International
Right of Correction. During the period under review
one State signed the Convention, which has so far been
signed by nine States and ratified or acceded to by four
States. Ratification or accession by six States is needed
to bring it into force.

57. Pursuant to General Assemblv resolution 841
(IX). one further State Partv to the rilternational Con­
vention concerning the Use ofBroadcasting in the Cause
of Peace (Geneva. 193fi) has commented on the draft
Protocol to the Convention. hring-ing- to fifteen the
number of States Parties from which comments have
been received.

SR. In accordance with Council resolution 643
(XXnn. eiaht Covernments have submitted infor­
mation on media of in formation in under-developed
countries, These replies are additional to those nre­
viouslv received under Council resolution 574 D (XIX).

S0. In aceordance with General Assemble resolution
lIR9 A. (XII). nine Member States have suhmitted
their views on the draft Convention on Freedom of
Information.

60. "Under l01111"il resolution 624 R (XXIn. States
Members of the United Nations and of the specialized
agencies were requested to submit neriodic reports on
human rights covering- the years 1954-1956. A total of
35 Governments have submitted reports.f!

61. The Yearbook 011 Human Riqliis for 1955. com­
piled under Council resolutions 2/9" and· 303 H (XI).
includes information concernin-r developments in 7R
States. Fifty-six Governments have contributed mate­
rial to it. .

62. In connexion with General Assemblv resolution
7q5 (VIII). during the period under review three
States have ratified or acceded to the Convention on
the prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Gen­
ocide, hrinsring the number of ratifications or acces­
sions to fifty-eight.

63. In resolution 794 (VIII). the General Assembly
urged all parties to the Slavery Convention of 1926 to
adhere to a Protocol transferring to the United Nations
the functions formerly exercised by the League of
Nations under that Convention. It also urged all other
States to adhere to the Slavery Convention as amended

41 See chapter VII, section H.
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by the Protocol. During the period under r:vi~\\, two
additional States accepted the Protocol, bringing the
total of such States to thirty-two. and two States be­
came Parties to the Slavery Convention as amended.
Sixteen additional States became Parties to the 1956
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery,
the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices Similar
to Slavery, bringing the total to twenty.

64 Under General Assembly resolutions 42i (V)
and 741 (VIII), six Governmet~ts.have sub!llitted in­
formation concerning the repatriation of prisoners of
the Second World War.

65. With regard to General Assembly resolution
56 (I) on political rights of won~t'n, two St~tes have
granted such rights to women during the period under
review.

66. In connexion with General Assembly resolution
640 (VII) and 793 {VII I). during th~ period under
review two Member States became Parties to the Con­
vention on the Political Rights of Women. As of 15
May 1958 the Convention had been signed by 41
States and' ratified or acceded to by 29.

67. In so far as General Assembly resolution 1040
(XI) is concerned, during the period under review the

6

Convention on the Nationality of Married Women was
signed by 23 Member States and ratified by seven.

68. With regard to Council resolution 652 D
(XXIV), as of I January 1958 the International
Labour Convention, 1~51 {No. 100) on Equal Re­
muneration for Men and Women Workers for Work
of Equal Value had been ratified by 24 countries, six
of which had ratified it during 1957.

69. Under resolution 572 (XIX), the Council con­
vened a conference to complete the drafting of, and
to sign. the Convention on the Recovery Abroad of
Claims for Maintenance. During the period under re­
view, two States became Parties to the Convention,
which has been signed by twenty-six States and has
been ratified or acceded to by seven States.

70. Under resolution 369 (IV), the General As­
sembly convened a conference to complete the drafting
of, and to sign, the Convention on the Declaration
of Death of Missing Persons. The validity of this Con­
vention, which was due to expire on 23 January 1957,
was extended by a Protocol for a further period of
ten years. During the period under review, five States
acceded to the Protocol and thus became Parties to the
Convention as extended by the Protocol.
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Section I. Survey of the world
economic situation

71. Opening the Council's debate on the world eco­
nomic situation at the twenty-sixth session, the Under­
Secretary for Economic and Social Affairs read, on
behalf of the Secretary-General, a statement- placing
the current economic problems in longer-tern; per­
spective. The statement noted tha~ though ~he dlst~nce

from the economic goals set forth 111 the United Nations
Charter remained dishearteningly great in a large part
of the world, the record of the past decade still marked
a striking advance over earlier history. What was per­
haps more encouraging was that the progress had been
the result not only of individual and of national effort
but also of concerted action at the international level.
The shortcomings were, however, by no means trivial
as compared with the achievements. Economic develop­
ment was subject to recurrent setbacks and had as yet
contributed little towards freeing under-developed
countries from undue dependence upon a handful of
commodities. The rate of advance in per caput con­
sumption was also extremely low. In the developed
private-enterprise economies and the centrally-planned
economies, the increase in per caput production and
consumption had been far more significant but, even
there, the potentialities for improving economic and
social welfare had been far from realized because of
the very large proportion of manpower and resources
that had been diverted from consumption and invest­
ment to the production of armaments. Moreover, such
economic growth as had been achieved had been accom­
panied by considerable economic imhalance. Part I of
the World Economic Surtrey, 1957! which, at the re­
quest of the Council, had been devoted to the study of
inflation in the 1950's examined the diverse character­
istics of the inflationary pressures in each of the three
major uroups of countries-the industrial private­
enterpri~e economies, the under-developed countries and
the centrally-planned economies,"

72. Turning to recent developments, the statement
noted that there could be little doubt that for the
countries involved the present recession was the most
important economic setback in the post-war period.
Economic activity in the United States had begun to
decline in the middle of 1957 and production had either
ceased to expand or begun to fall in much of western
Europe early in 1958. Experience had demonstrated
once again the" effectiveness of the built-in stabilizers
in moderating the rate of decline of economic activity.
Despite encouraging signs during the last month or
two, it was not yet dear, however, whether the offsets
to the downturn in investment demand were sufficiently
strong to lead to a quick resumption of the upward
trend in economic activity.

1 EjSR.I024. ro

• United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.II,\.-.1.
• For a summary of the Survey, see paragraphs 77 to 86.
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73. The wide-ranging repercussions of industrial
recession on world incomes and liquidity focused atten­
tion on both the national and the international responsi­
bilities for promoting stable long-term economic growth.
The threat of inflationary pressure had prompted Gov­
ernments to check the rate of economic expansion at a
time when excess capacity had already begun to discour­
acre business investment plans. While restrictions had
b~en especially important in countries struggling with re­
current balance-of-payments difficulties, other cou1?-tr.ies
with payments surpluses had also resorted to restrictive
measures to relieve internal inflationary pressures. It
was possible therefo~e that, owing 'partly to. i?sufficient
international co-ordination of national policies, a de­
flationarv bias, unfavourable to long-term growth. had
been introduced into the world economy. Other short­
comings of international policy, particularly ~hose re­
Iatinz to the instabilitv of commodity prices m world
trad~ and to the inadequacy of international aid and
capital for the promotion of economic development. had
been repeatedly emphasized before the Council. Recent
experience, however, had brought to the fore yet a
third weakness in the international links of the world
economy. namely the relatively low level of the world's
foreign- exchange reserves which rendered .man~ coun­
tries vulnerable to even moderate fluctuations 111 for­
eign trade.

74. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Com­
mission for Europe said" that the Secretariat's projec­
tions of future trends in European trade showed that
even a high rate of econ~mic expansiot; in the industr!al
countries would not by Itself rye sufficient to create t~e

conditions that would narrow the gap between economic
levels in developed and under-developed countries, or
between the economic position of mineral-exporting
countries and those exporting agricultural products. Its
analysis of the probable international impact of the
recession in the United States highlighted the fact that
though the recession had been relatively moderate so
far, the low levels of international liquidity made most
countries more sensitive to a decline in the rate of
imports into indus!rial c0l!ntries; ~r:angemer:t~ we~e
needed to improve international liquidity. Conditions 111

western Europe had changed sufficiently for Govern­
ments to seek to reverse the stagnation or downward
trend of economic activity. In eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union, industrial output had risen sharply at
the beginning of 1958 and good harvests in 1957 had
contributed to relieving earlier strains ir the consumer
goods market. In several countri~s, however,. the main
problem in 1958 would be to adjust domestic demand
pressures, particularly demands that could only be
satisfied by foreign financing. The main longer-term
issues under discussion in that area of the world, how­
ever were those connected with internal organization
and management, and with the problem of specialization
within the area.

• EjSR.I025.
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.», The Executive Secrvtarv Ili thl' E"lllllllllic COIII·

mission illr Lariu .\lIll'ri,'a ~ail'p that liurill/o: the period
under review till' l"lIg·~talldlllg prllllll'lll oi tlu- l'rllllllllli,'
vulnerahilitv Ili Lutin-Aiueric« tll externa! illthll'II\'l'S
hall been ag/o:ra\,atl'\1. At unv t iuu- it hall becu hl'~il'\ed
that iiulu-t rializat ion WIlII 11 I rl'dlh'l' the (kgn'l' Il t vul­
ucruhility. but l'xpllrb still.acl·llll,lItl'd illr. a ~Iigh, thllug.h
decreasing. !ll'rl'l'lItagl' 01 Latiu-, \ 11u-n\"a S ecouounc
aciivitv. III addition, mo-t Ili l zuin-Amcricau trade was
with the gn'at industrial countries Ili the world, intra­
rve ioual trade still brill" rclativelv limited. .\ factor
mITitatillK in favour of t17l' crcatiou uf a .n';.:illl.la! mar­
ket in Latin America, at preseut under discus-ion, was
the narrowness of the market which iuhihiu-d the ex­
pan-ic III 0 i capital gll' lds ind~lst ril'~ t'SSI'I~t ial fur eco­
nomic development. The crvanon 01 a rq~lollal market.
he noted, far from threatening Latin American trade
with the industrial countries. would tend tu encourage
it. It was illlportant that the agrel'lIlellts relating to
e.=oulllllic illtq~ration shlllllrl be lI.ultilatl'ral alld llilt'n
to all"oulltril'~ of Latill .\lIIl'rica, ~,1H1 th'lt tht' rl'gillllal
marh't shoul,l llevdllp alr1llg comjll,titin' Hill'S SIl that
it would not rt.·..,ult ill all artilidal di\·isioll of ilHlustry
bet\n't.'1I various coulltries,

7b. The Executin' ~ecretarv of the ECOIIOlllic Com­
mission for .\sia anll the Far 'East said tl that in ill57
the ratl' of increase in prolluction in the ECAFE region
had s;uwell down, Imports had grown faster than ex­
ports and the tt'rms of trade had deteriorated, with a
conselluellt slmrp rise in the trade dclkit of the regiulI.
The worsening of the terms of tr:llle illustrated the
susceptibilitv of the EC.\FE coulltries to external
factors. The Ecullumic SIlI...-!':" uf .·lsia lIlId till' Fm
East 1Y577 analysed the extent of tluctuations in for­
ei'Yn'trade and tileir effects not onh' on the halance of:-0 •

payments but also on the internal economy. a~ll! p~r­

ticularlv on the de\'elopment plans, of the El.\l' E
countries, One 0 f the most difficult problems facing
those countries was that of the increase in population
which was a threat to economic progress in the area,

REPORTS O:\' THE WORLD ECO:\'O~IIC SI1TATIO:\,

77. The Council's annual review of the world eco­
nomic situation was based primarily on the If'odd Eco­
1l0mic SUri.'c\', 1957 (E/311O-STjEC.\j53).s llesic1es
a redew of'current ec~nomic trends in 1957 and a
brief assessment of the prospects for 195i-3, the SunNy
containe(l a stt1l1v of intlation in the nineteen fifties,
pursuant to the request made by the Council in res­
olution 65-1- D (XX IV).

7X. The introductiun to the SUi·'·C.\' notell that the
recent inflationary developments which had arouse(l
widespread anxiety in industrial countries had been of
relatively mudest proportions in comparison with .earl!er
periods of pri~'e increase". That so-called creepl11g' 111­

tlation codd not automatically he elluated with an excess
of aggregate demand over supply. Prices and \\ages
in the nwdern i1Hltl'itrial '.'conul1lV were determined, not
nnly by llullanrl and supply conciitiuns, but also hy such
fact"r:; as cun\'l'ntional pricing formulas. collective
\\·agl'-har;.(ainill~ and government regulations; and fhe
links hetween prices <ll1d \\'age,~ iurg('(l by sudl arrange­
ml'nb might frequently he strol1f~er than any indin'ct
links '<'ill demand and supply. Since recent price in-

" E/SIU021).
• EjSRI027.
7 United Nations publication, Sales 1\0,: 58.IT.F.t.
8 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.IT.C.l.

cn'asl'~ had not lx-en dill' tll all over-all exrvss IIf de­
uuuul. gl'1I1'ralil.t·11 nu-asurvs of restraint might Sl\,'('t'l'd
ill ~l'('lII'illg' prin' stahilit~, IIl1ly at the t')(I'I'IISl' oi hi:~h

levi-l-, of cconomir act ivity.

ill. The introduction lIott'l! that ill tlu- cvntrallv­
planned ecollolllil'S the prohlern of elt-manl! inflation
steuuncd, as l'1sl'\\'hl'n', irom all auempt tll lake out of
tlu- l'('lll!lllllV in the funu of consumption. iuve ..tun-ut
awl «ther list·s more than it was ('apahh' oi prodncillg.
The major Iactor a(,l'lllllltill~ illr the imlurlaucc lu-twvvn
demand a III1 supply in the post·war y,'ars had lu-eu a
lktil"il·II('.' in the proportion of output devolt'll to con­
sumptiou : the output of food aml of consumer gomls
dependent upon agriculturu) raw lIIater!als hall g~'n­

erallv fallen short of planned levvl-, while production
in heavv indu-trv had often t'Xn'l'lll'l1 planned targets.
Another contrilmting factor had heen the unforeseen
increase in unit costs resulting either from failure oi
output per man to reach planned levels or from the
need tll pay wages amI farm priccs ~n excess of the !!lan
~o as to provide improved I1Icentl\'t.'s for production.

XO. TIll' introduction t'mphasizt.'l\ that. in cllntrast
to the industrial countrit.,s, tilt' primary producing'
countries had been characterized by a much g'reater
intlexihilitv in tl1l' sUllplv of consumt.'r g'oods, and that
hall playt,d a crucial n\1t' 'in tllt'ir inflationary experience.
Even though there might be sullicient manpower. mate­
rials and equipment to increase investment without re­
ducing the snpply of consumer g'oods, the increase in
demand for consumer goods ~cncmted Ily the added
output and income might not be matched hy an in,:rease
in their supply, with intlation the result. Faced with
the ditliculty of recunciling the tar~ets of economic
growth m:d el'onomic stahility, a numher of countries
hall at times sought to push economic llevelopment at
thc expcnse of stahility. The introduction pointed out
tint st~ch programmes had not generally succeeded, and
that the inflationary pressures generated had become
sufficiently intense in the end to be destructive of eco­
nomic development.

81. The Survey observed that three main elements
could he distinguishecl in the price inflation in industrial
countries during- the reccnt hoom. As demand had
increased, certain specific shortages or hottlenecks had
heen encountered, especially in the basic metal-using
imlustries. and that had led to advances in the prices of
the items affected j those increases had exerted an up­
ward pre~sure on the g'encral level of prices through
their impact upon the costs and prices of other sectors.
Further pressure on prices had heen hrought to hear
as a. result of the tendency for wage increases granted
ill 11.1l:llllic ill:;lutrk~ tll spreall to the re~;t of the econ­
Olll}: \\hen.· productivity \':as not increasill~ sutii;:i~iltly
nll'illly tll prcvellt wage costs .fro III advanC'lIlq-..Fmally.
l"e1'ta;n autonomous increases m the cost of ltvmg. due
to su,..h factors as the re-alignl11ent 0 f n'nts. had given
aelded mOl11l'l1ttllll to the \\'a'~e-price spiral through their
elfect on wage c1emalllb. - (;ovcrml1ental policies to
counter inl1ation had heen centred mainly on artion by
the monetarY authorities to raise the cost and limit the
(lUantit\· of credit. However. much less success seemed
to have been achieved in controlling the rise in prices
than in cnrhing" the level 0 f demand. The cost-price
spiral harl acquired a momentum of its own and did not
appear responsive, at any rate in the short term, to a
slacketoing in demand.

82. Inflation in primary producing countries eluring
the post-war years had generally proved to be a more
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seven.. ami iutructable problem than 111 the industrial
countries. •\ conuuou cause ot inflation in the Iunuer
countries since \I)SO had been l'X(CSS a~grc~ate demand,
[requcnt ly induced by clTorts to nccelerate the pacc of
t'~'onlllnic ~rowth. Intlexibility in the supply of food
had also heen a major cause of inflation in many pri­
lIIary prod.King countries, t iovernmental policies: ~he

S//In'\, noted, had ~l'nl'rally assumed a more restricnve
charal:tcr in recent years. Rl'strainin~ hud~l'tary and
mouetarv measures had been adoptvd on an iucreasing
scale to' mitigate inflation. and elTorts to increase the
output of food had heen an important aspect oi anti­
[ntlatiouary policy in a number of countries. In the
tit..ld o f monetary policy, however, the pusvihlc etT~c,ti\'t,.

ness of monetury restraints hall commonly been vitiated
bv increases in the money supply generated by budget
deficits or the foreign balance.

B3. Strong inflationary pressures hall developed in
most of the centrally-planned e~'onomies (luring the
initial period of fulfilment of their long-tcrn~ plans of
economic development between 1949 and 19:>3. Those
pressures had been gene~atetl by c~nsi(leral~le increases
in investment and public expenditure which had re­
sulted in a decline in the share of national product de­
'Voted to personal consumption. Around 11)53. the policy
of sharp increases in investment in rclatiol~ to national
product had been reverse~; and the period l~etween
1953 and 1956 had been, 1tl general, characterized by
an increase in consumption in relation to national prod­
uct and a relaxation in inflationary pressures. In the
Soviet Union, state prices had declined each year be­
tween 1941) and 1955 and had remained unchanged
thereafter, although shortages of some consumer goods
had still been felt in 1956.

84. In reviewing economic changes during 1957,
the SUIt'C\' noted that in most industrial countries the
rate of growth of the gross. national product had d~­
dined for the second year m succession, Increases 111

industrial production had taken place mainly in the
first half of 1957; in many countries seasonally adjusted
output had declined during the second half of the year.
The slackening- in aggregate demand in some of the
larger industrial countries was attributed to a decline
in 'the rate of expansion in fixed investment and a
slowing down in personal consumption, esp~cially of
durables. The situation had been aggravated m North
America by inventory liquidation. which statistically
had been bv far the largest element in the drop in total
demand at" the end of 1957 and earlv in 1958. The
SI/1";:'C'\' devoted special attention to indications of the
development of excess capacity in some of the leading
: .idustrial countries. An increase in idle capacity had
been found both in the Federal Republic 0 f Germany
and in the United Kingdom during 1056 and 1957,
while estimates for the United States indicated an even
1110re pronounced lag in demand behind prod~lcti.ve
capacity. That factor was probably of greatest signifi­
cance for the United States, where, early in 1958, it
had not been clear whether there was sufficient off­
setting strength in the economy on a short run basis to
sustain the level of economic activity if expected de­
clines in fixed investment were to materialize. Else­
where even those industrial countries which anticipated
a rise 'in output in 1958 were not. in e;eneral, expecting
that rise to be a very great one. The United States
recession had not as yet led to any balance-of-payments
problems among the other industrial countries. How­
ever, the vulnerability of countries to any reversal in

dollar balances of payments might be greater than dur­
ing previous post-war recessions,

XS. In the primary producing countries export
availabilities of prirrnry commodities had generally been
larger in II)S7 than in ~')56, while the rate of expan­
sion of economic activitv in the industrial countries.
and hence of demand for' such ~oods, had continued its
downward trend. As a result, the prices of most major
commodities had weakened, and with the continuing
rise in the price of manufactured goods. the terms of
exchange between primary products and manufactures
had declined further in 1957. It was noted that while
export earnings had risen slightly. spending on imports
had increased much more rapidly. While the gap had
been filled to some extent by an appreciably increased
inflow of capital from both official and private sources,
the official gold and foreign exchange holdings of the
primary exporting countries as a group had declined
by more than 4 per cent during 1957. Except in the
agricultural sector, gains in production appeared to have
been slightly greater and somewhat more widespread
between 1956 and 1957 than between 1955 and 1956.
On the whole. inflationary pressures seemed to have
continued in 1957 with no less intensity than in 1956.
Efforts to restrain inflation by resort to imports as an
additional source of supply had become progressively
more difficult towards the'close of the year as export
prices and earnings had declined and the threat of ex­
ternal disequilibrium had become more imminent.

86. The SUri'l'Y noted that industrial production
had continued to rise in the centrally-planned economies.
with a significant feature of the economic situation in
1957 being a general slowing-down in investment ac­
tivities as compared with 1956. Retail sales of con­
sumer goods had risen substantially, and in several
countries the output of consumer goods had increased
more than that of producer goods. There had been a
considerable increase in money incomes, reflecting
higher wages, pensions. and a rise in prices paid to the
peasants, and although prices of consumer goods had
risen in some instances, real wages had increased in
all countries. Agricultural developments had varied;
weather conditions had contributed to record outputs
in some countries and had had an adverse effect in
others. The total foreign trade of those countries had
increased at a higher rate than their production. the
most important geographic change involving a large
increase in trade with the Middle East and a decline
in trade with Latin America. Plans for 1958 provided
for a deceleration in the rate of growth of industrial
production. but in most countries it was planned to
increase output of producer goods at a somewhat higher
rate than that of consumer goods.

87. The Economic Sur"'ey of Europe in 1957
(E/ECE/317)9 which continued the annual analyses
of economic developments in Europe, also included
studies of the international trade of European countries
and of manpower and employment in eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union. The Economic Bulletin. for
Europe contained-in addition to the usual quarterly
economic reviews-special articles on highly qualified
manpower in western Europe, the Hungarian ecor nny
in the spring of 1957. the Polish economy since 1950,
regional economic policy in the Soviet Union (a case
study 0 f Central Asia), and trade between western and
eastern European countries. It also included a note on
the national accounts of the Soviet Union for 1955.

• United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58,ILE.1.
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were examined and the conclusion was drawn that the
major effects would be limited to a short list of com­
modities. The implications of the import projections
for the future international payments position of west­
em Europe were also analysed. The SUY1,'ey presented
a statistical studv of output and expenditure in several
western European countries, based on input-output
analysis,

93. A chapter devoted to developments in the for­
eign trade of eastern Europe and the Soviet Union,
which enlarged on a similar study in the ,\'ur~'ey for
195-1-. provided the first fairly comprehensive analysis
of that trade. based on the considerable volume of data
recently made available by the countries concerned. The
chapter analysed in greater detail than had been pos­
sible in the past the commodity flows and the geo­
graphical pattern of trade. A general failure to carry
specialization very far within the group was noted, as
was a widespread tendency for exportable surpluses
of fuels and materials to grow at a relatively slow rate
while most countries were becoming more self-sufficient
in engineering production.

9-1-. The study of manpower and employment in
eastern Europe and the Soviet Union was a counter­
part of a similar study for western Europe in the Survey
for 1955. and also made use of a considerable amount
of statistical information that had onlv recentlv become
available, It represented a first attempt to draw a com­
prehensive picture of post-war trends in the size and
structure of the labour force of countries of the area.
and to examine the demographic. social, economic, and
institutional problems in that field. The main conclusion
drawn from the study was that the earlier conditions
of an ample supply of. and demand for, labour had
given way in 1110st countries to a new pattern, with
surpluses of labour appearing in some countries and
shortages in others.

95. The Economic Sun'ey of Asia and the Far
East, 1957)10 after reviewing the economic situation in
the region as a whole, devoted its main section to an
analysis of various post-war problems of economic de­
velopment. The analysis dealt with growth and struc­
tural changes in a private enterprise economy (Japan),
planned development in a mixed economy (India) •
industrialization in a centrally planned economy (main­
land China). export instability in the primary export­
ing countries (Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, China
(Taiwan), Indonesia, the Federation of Malaya, Pak­
istan, the Philippines, and Thailand), rehabilitation and
reconstruction (southern Korea and southern Viet­
Nam), and the difficulties experienced by land-locked
countries (Afghanistan, Laos and Nepal).

96. The year 1957 had witnessed a continued ex­
pansion of production in the countries of the region.
Food and agricultural production had risen in the
aggregate. but, owing to the rapid growth of population,
was still below the pre-war level on a per caput basis.

97. To meet the needs of a growing population, the
region had had to expand its imports of foodstuffs and
thus reduce foreign exchange resources available for
the import of capital goods for development. In order to
remedy that situation, it had been considered essential
to secure a more rapid rate of increase and greater
efficiency in production of both food crops for domestic

10 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.ILF.1. (also
issued as vol. VIII, No. 4, of the Economic Bulletin tor Asia:
and the Far East).
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88. In eastern Europe and the Soviet Union the
economic situation in 1957 had proved to be more
favourable than had earlier been expected and there
had been record crops in most countries, though in sev­
eral output had been affected adversely. in contr~st

with Poland, where co-operative rarms had been d.1s­
solved, other countries had continued to press on \~'1th

the collectivization of azriculture. The percentage rises
in industrial output, as~isted by increased impr i ts and
more flexible allocations of raw materials. had been of
the same order as in 1950. Shortages oi energy had,
however, continued to hamper industrial expansion.
The share of consumption in national income had risen
in most countries, and that had been a factor in the
balance-of-payments strains affecting several of them,
particularly Poland and Hungary.

89 The Surrev discussed the long-term plans of
the countries of eastern Europe and the Soviet Union.
and the modifications which had been made in them.
1t also discussed the changes in management and plan­
ning introduced in the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia
and Poland.

90. The economic situation of :vestern Europe had
been characterized in many countries by a s.low~r rate
of growth and a tendency towards stagnation m ~he
latter part of the year. In France, the pressure of 111­

ternal demand had led to serious balance-of-payments
difficulties and to the adoption of :,ari~us measures ~e­
signed to overcome them, though inevitably at the risk
of slower growth in 1958. Measures to. protect the
balance of payments had al~o beet; taken 111 De~mark.
the Netherlands and the Umted Kingdom, The Survey
examined the prospects for 1958 in ~ n~mb~r of ~oun­
tries and drew attention to the maldistribution ot for­
eign exchange reserves among western European
countries and to the need for more fundamental
measures'tu prevent the perpetuati~:m of. marked im­
balances in international payments if a higher rate of
expansion in western Europe was to be resumed. By
way of background to the analysis of developments in
1957, the Survey also examined the course of the ex­
pansion since 1953, :vith particular. regard to the en­
dogenous forces behind the expansion and the subse .
quent slowing down, and to the effect of monetary,
fiscal and other policies.

91. The SlIr'l'ey described the changes in the struc­
ture of the trade between western Europe and other
areas in the last three decades against the backgrou?-d
of the economic growth in primary exporting c~)Untnes

and industrial countries. It concluded that the increase
in primary exports had been confined larg.ely to areas
exporting mainly petroleum and other mineral prod­
ucts whereas the vast expansion in world trade had
by-passed large agricultural exporting areas accounting
for almost half the population of all primary export­
ing countries.

92. The prospective structu:e of .the tra~e of west­
ern Europe in 1975 was examined 111 the light of t~e
foregoing considerations, and it was suggested that, 111

the future, the dividing line between hard and soft
currencies might not separate the dollar from the rest,
but rather run between the currencies of the industrial
countries and a narrowly circumscribed group of petrol­
eum and mineral exporting countries, on the one hand,
and those of the remainder of the primary exporting
countries on the other. In another section of the Survey
the possible effects of the proposed European Common
Market and free trade area on the 1975 trade pattern
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consumption and export crops. and a greater diversi­
fication of agricultural output.

9H. The most important factors which had held
h,ick industrial production had been bottle-necks in
the supply and distribution of raw materials. an in­
crease in raw-material prices and a continuing scarcitv
of capital. foreign exchange and trained personnel. '

99. Industrial production had increased con­
siderably. though at a slower rate than in the preceding
year. Relatively advanced countries like Japan and
India had shown a slower rate of increase; other coun­
tries or territories such as the Republic of Korea.
Pakistan. the Philippines and Hong Kong had man­
ifested a faster rate of growth. while in a third group.
including Burma. Ceylon and Indonesia, very small in­
creases or even a decline in production had been visible.

100. The countries of the region were. however.
faced with growing deficits in trade and payments, re­
sulting largely from a higher rate of increase in imports
than in exports. Exports from the countries of the
region, as from other under-developed areas, had not
kept abreast of the expansion in world trade, owing to
a drop in the over-all demand for the region's raw
materials caused, in its turn, inter alia by an increase
in the production of raw materials by the industrial
countries themselves and by an increase in the use, in
those countries, of synthetic raw materials. The terms
of trade had continued to turn, particularly towards
the end of the year, against the region, which exports
mainly raw materials and imports mainly manufactured
goods. An increase in the volume of imports had ac­
centuated the adverse trend. ..

101. Imports had increased not only owing to re­
quirements of equipment for the implementation of
economic development plans but also on account of the
higher purchasing power of the public which was gen­
erated by the.developmental expenditures. Since the
enlarged effective demand for consumer goods had in
many cases not been fully met bv an increase in domestic
production and imported supplies, inflationary pres­
sures. already latent in many countries of the region, had
tended to become more pronounced and had resulted in
rising domestic prices.

1W. The continued inflow of external foreisn aid
h~d pl~yed an incr.easin~ly important and helpf~l role.
Financial or technical aid had been given to countries
of. the region by France, the Soviet Union. the United
Kingdom, the United States of America and other
countrie? associated with the Colombo Plan. and by the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop­
ment and the United Nations Expanded Prozramme of
Technical Asssitance. 0

103. The Surcc» concluded that the current eco­
n?~1ic sit~lati~n in the regio~ called for the greatest
vigilance m VIew of the growmg pains inherent in the
process of development and of the ranid zrowth of
population. ~ut t!1ere was some prospe~t th~t the ex­
penence gained m surmounting the initial obstacles
would be of great assistance in overcoming the others.

104. The Economic Surue» of Latin America 1957
(E/CN.l2/489/Rev.l)1l discussed the effects ~f the
decrease in the rate of growth of the western European
economy and of the recession in the United States econ­
?m:y on the demand for Latin American products. It
mdIcated that purchases of metals for the United States

n United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.II.G.1.

strategic stockpile had slowed down, and that part of
the United States inventories of surplus farm products
had been sold. Previously t"e growing inventories had
helped to absorb the excess of production over the con­
sumption of primary products.

105. Comparing- 1957 as a whole with 1956. there
dill not appear to have been any decline in the region's
total exports. In general. however. prices had declined
in the second half of the Year. though the recession in
the United States appeared not to haye had anv serious
effect on Latin American exports up to the em!" of 1957.
Moreover, the regional total had been sustained by the
increased petroleum exports from Venezuela (these
had, however, declined at the end of the year).

106. An analvsis of the available information on
the flow of foreign capital into the region showed the
relative roles of private and public capital. the growth
of medium~tf'rn~ financing. and the lending programmes
of the International Bank for Reconstruction and De­
velopment. the Export-Import Bank and other insti­
tutions. The inflow of capital had risen sharply in 1956,
and again in 1957, the leading feature of the rise being
the purchase of new concessions in the oilfields of
Venezuela.

107. The growth of foreign exchange receipts had
apparently come to depend mainly on the increasing in­
flow of capital, rather than on the expansion of export
earnings. Since petroleum investment in Venezuela was
expected to decline, and the markets for many leading
exports had further weakened, a decline in foreign ex­
change receipts was to be expected unless there was a
substantial increase in international lending.

1pS. At first sight. internal developments in the
regton appeared more favourable. A total index of out­
put showed some acceleration in comparison with 1956,
but that was largely due to the fact that crops had been
much better than in the previous year, as a result of
generally favourable weather conditions. The growth of
industrial output had slowed down.

109.. In several countries, such as Argentina, Brazil
and Chile, total manufacturing output had continued
at l~vels. near those of 1956. The slowing down had been
mam~y It; the c.urrent con~umer goods industries; the
heavier industries produclI?-g capital goods and con­
s~lmers durables had contmues to expand. Of par­
tIcu!ar Importa!lce had .been the rapid growth of
vehicle output m Argentma and Brazil. Projects for
the manufacture of vehicles in Mexico, and of tractors
in Argentina, Brazil and Chile, had reached an advanced
stage of development.

110. In 1957, investment had on the whole increased
substantially in Latin America. Even apart from invest­
ment in the petroleum industry of Venezuela there
?ad been large increases in Argentina and Brazil. which
m part. reflected. the increased inflow of capital. In
ColombI~ and .CIule, however, fixed-capital investment
had decImed-m the case of Chile to a level so low that
net investment had probably become negative. On the
other hand there had been substantial increases in in­
vestment in inventories in the coffee-producing coun-
tries, following the Mexico City agreement. 0

111. Imports had continued to rise in nearlv all
countries, and that had exerted a strain on the balance
of payments. Foreign exchange reserves had declined
in several countries, despite advances made by the in­
ternational Monetary Fund. In the course of the year
a number of countries had restricted imports by a
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variety of devices-monetary. exchange or adminis­
trative. Columbia. for example. had reduced its imports
considerably, and hall also reached an amortization
agreement with its commercial creditors. as had Argen­
tina. At the end 0 i the vcar there had been widespread
foreign exchange difficulties. hecause of the low level
oi reserves and the unsatisfactory trend in export
earnings.

112. The report on Economic j),",','IO/'IIII'lIfs ill the
Xllddl« East 1()50-1057 (E/311{)).I'~ which was pub­
lished as a supplement to the / t 'odd Economic .';//I-"('.\',
1957, examined the economic idr~'l'S in the :\1 icklle East
which had given rise to imlationary or disintiatiouary
pressures in recent years. The rl'p,)r~ included statistical
tables designed to show the ecouonnc ch;l1lges that had
taken place in individual countries in the past few years.

113. In most countries of the illiddlt, I':ast. ex­
panding national expenditure had out stripped domcsti '
resources; that had resulted in import surpluses which
were financed mainly hy the inflow oi private capital.
.:\ [) uniform pattern oi price movements was discernible
for the region as a whole. \ Vhile some countries, for
example Turkey and Israel. showed a coutiuuously
rising wholesale price index. Jordan. Lebanon and
Syria had more or less stable prices during the period
1954-195i. In Egypt and Iraq. where prices had been
fairly stable during the early part of that period. a
considerable rise nad been experienced in the last
two years.

114. The report noted the presence oi strong dis­
inflationary forces in Jordan. Lebanon and Syria. which
resulted. in the case 0 f Tordan and Lebanon, from con­
sistently large import surpluses made possible through
foreign aid and loans, and. in the case of Syria, from
a rapid expansion in domestic supplies. The report also
traced the interaction of inflationary and disinflationary
forces in other countries of the region.

115. The report entitled Economic Dci-clopnicnts ill
Ajricc 1956-1957 (E/311i and (01'1'.1 ),13 also pub­
lished as a supplement to the i l'orld Economic Surrey,
1957, mainly considered changes in world commodity
markets and their effect on primary producers in Africa.
After noting a downward trend in primary commodity
prices and a rising one for manufactmes. whkh resulted
in a deterioration of the tenus et trade of primary
producers, the report considered f1uctuations in the
prices of the principal African exports and the effect
of such fluctuations on individual countries. It noted
that the dependence of individual countries on Cl small
range of export comU1odities made them particularly
vulnerable to fluctuations iil the price of those C0111­

modities since the greater part of their revcnucs arose
directly from external trade. The general decline in ex­
port prices thus quickly led to reductions in expenditure
on development and in certain countries to the post­
ponement of planned development schemes.

116. The report then briefly reviewed significant
economic developments in 1957 in the principal regions
-northern, tropical and southern Africa. In the Union
of South Africa there had been a further increase in
red /'(')' caput incr'me although the rate of economic
growth had been IOher than the previous year. In
tropical Africa, where economic conditions were pre­
dominantly determined by movements in the prices of
export commodities, in most countries the g~neral price

,. United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58,ILC.2.
'" United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.II.C.3.
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decline had resulted in a reduction in n'Vl'1111C and ex­
port receipts. Notable exceptions were l;hana. where
the price of t'1It'O<1 had risen, and l'ganda, where sccoud
crops 11 i coffee and cotton had resulted in hiulur in­
comes for proclucvrs and an increase in the total value
()i ex ports, In :\orth :\ i rica. agricult ural product ion in
.\l"t'ria :\Iorll~'co and Tuni-in had lx-cu di-nstrouslv
afT~ct('(ihy tht' sevcr« drought in 11):':1- Jl);~i. CIlIHlit;ons.
in ""cnt'ral. in :\Iorocco and Tunisia wer« not c.uuluciv«

l'"'o • ••

to investuu-nt and in both cuunt ries l'C\lllllmH' a,'unt.\
was at a low It vel, In :\Igt'ria, tllll, tilt' volume lIi priv­
ate invcstnu-ut hall hecn ;.d\'cr~l'!\' atrt",tl'd In' the COIl­

tinned hostilities. I'uhli; illvesim('nt. however, had
continued at a hig'h level an.l the local disbursements of
French armed forces had also hclned maintain the level
of economic activitv, In Libya. e~cl'!lt'nt harvests com­
bined with hr;.;c-~c~tle tin:ln,:hl assistaucc from abroad.
had comrihuu-d to an ulb\dng in the relative prosperity
of the country.

11 Z, Pursuant to Council resolution (,54 E­
(XXIV). the Secrctarv-t Icneral also submitted to the
Council at its twentv-sixth session a report (E/3i 19
and Corr.L) 14 on "Facilities and methods which now
exist for the conduct and deve'opmcnt oi intcr-gov­
ernmental economic consultat ions". The report out lined
the principal aspects of the working of the exist ing'
machinery ior consultations 01\ monetary problems.
trade problems. commodity problems, labour and other
social problems and on economic policies and problems
in general. It also outlined the procedures followed in
the conduct and development 0 f international economic
consultations and contained an annex setting out the
main multilateral agencies concerned with consultations.

Drscussrox IX TIlE Corxcn.

1W. In the debate in the C01111ciI. 1:i representatives
stressed the value 0 f the study of inflation in the
IVorld Economic S//l-,'cy,1957 and of the accompanying
analyses of disinrlationary policies. It was noted that
at its twenty-fourth session the Council had considered
that inflation was the most immediate problem and
that it would continue throughout 1957 and 1958. Al­
though conditions had changed in many respects since
that conclusion had been reached. the stud\' of inflation
which the Council had reque~'ted for part I of the
Sur"'!'.,, was important because inflation W;1S likely to
remain a recurrent or continuing threat to economic
stability, :\1embers of the Council generally agreed that
inflation and surplus capacity \"ere not necessarily
direct opposites and tklt rising prices and unemploy­
ment were not mutuall" exclusive extreme's. Inflation
might also spread outv.:ard" in an economy from cer­
tain individual ke\' industries, eyen while total demand
was not sufficient to absorh the entire productive
capacity of the economy. The process applied not only
to prices of raw materials ;l11d other goods, but also to
wages. Employers in industries where productivity had
risen were generally faced \\ ith demands for wage in­
creases corresponclin,; to the rise in productivity. In
other hranches, however, where productivity had not
risen to the same extent, the workers also demanded
comparablc wage increases. I f those demands were met,
the employers might then raise the prices of their procI­
uct;, and the wage-price spiral would continue its up-

11 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
T"<l'l'1ltv-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 2.

lG EiAC.6/SR,245 to 251 and 253; E/SR.1024 to 1027 and
1043.
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ward climb. Attention was also called to the fact that

'

such a price-\~'a~e spiral COUld. be brought about by
pressure for lugher profit margms as well as pressure
for higher wages.

IIC). Members of the Council noted that the prob­
lem of "creeping inflation" in industrial countries raised
difficult problems of policy. Some delegations stressed
the need for approaching the problem pragmatically
and with flexibility, pointing out that undue emphasis
should not be placed on monetary policies in dealing
with some types of cost and price inflations, and that
such policies might have to he supplemented by ap­
propriate fiscal policies to make the econornv more com­
petitive and flexible. Others noted that it was necessary
to determine what sectors of the economv were in­
flationary and which were deflationary if policies were
to be appropriately tailored to ensure stability in the
economy as a whole. Many representatives pointed to
the need for dealing with a minor inflation by selective
measures, stating' that. while global restrictions would
no doubt bear fruit in the long run, they might have
serious repercussions on economic activity in both
national economies and the world economy as a whole.

120. A number of representatives discussed the
problem of inflation which had been persistent in coun­
tries in the course of development. Attention was called
to the urgent needs of development which necessitated
a volume of financing that voluntary savings at stable
prices were insufficient to meet. That led to budget
deficits and a rising volume of money in circulation.
The role of inadequate flexibility in the supply of
domestic consumer goods in the inflationary process in
under-developed countries was stressed in particular.
Increasing urbanization involved a greater demand for
food. but. agric~tltural output. and especially supplies of
f?~d available 111 the towns. generally lagged behind the
rlSmg demand. leading to an increase in the prices of
foodstuffs. The role of the wage spiral in such coun­
tnes was also noted. Representatives called attention to
the fact that the pattern of production could be changed
only slowly and noted that, in the short run. reliance
had to be placed on anti-inflationary monetary and fiscal
n:~asures: It wa~ pointed ~lUt, however, that the possi­
bility of mcreasmg taxes 111 under-developed countries
was limited by the generally low levels of income. bv
the narrow range of commercial production, and by
the need to encourage investment through low rates of
taxation. Inflation might also be countered by hizher
imp~rts of food, but countries in the process of ~co­
nomic development had an overriding need to devote
their foreign exchange to the purchase of capital
equipment,

121. Several representatives also referred to the
problem of inflation in the centrally-planned economies
to which a chapter had been devoted in the Survey.
They noted that, contrary to what had often been as-
sumed, such economies had not been immune to pres­
sures of inflation, and that the pressures had been
exerted not onlv from the side of demand but also
from that of costs.

122. Much of the discussion in the Council was
devoted to the problems raised by the current recession
in the industrial countries. It was recognized that 1957
had been a turning point in post-war economic growth
and that the problem of unemployment was serious in
some countries. There was wide agreement, however,
that a depression on the scale of the thirties was not at
all likely. In that connexion attention was called to the
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role of built-in stabilizers in the form of price supports.
unemployment insurance, social security schemes und
collective bargaining arrangements. which tended to
slow down the rate of economic decline. Some members
also noted that data on output, income and employment
for the most recent months provided grounds for be­
lieving that the end of the downturn had been reached.
Some other members considered that such optimism was
not justified. Members of countries where output had
begun to decline already in 1957 called attention to
measures they had taken to counter the recession. in­
cluding relaxation of monetary restrictions, encourage­
ment of home-building, increases in government expen­
diture and strengthening of unemployment insurance.
Other members stated that their countries recognized
that the time might: have come when it might be neces­
sary to switch from restrictive to expansionary policies,
hut that care must be exercised lest renewal of ex­
pansion bring back with it the familiar features of
"creeping inflation".

123. Great stress was laid on the international re­
percussions of the industrial recession, and in particular
on its impact on the exports, income and foreign ex­
change reserves of the under-developed countries. It
was generally recognized that. in the first half of 1958,
the recession had not had the effect on international
liquidity that might have been anticipated. Foreign ex­
change reserves outside the United States had. in fact,
increased rather than decreased because United States
exports had fallen much more sharply than its imports.
The increase in liquidity was, however, very unevenly
distributed and many under-developed countries, in par­
ticular, had suffered serious losses in their reserves
which would impel them to restrict their imports. It
was emphasized in that connexion that, should the
symptoms of depression in the world markets grow
more serious and restrictive policies gain ground owing
to balance-of-payments difficulties, many countries
would be faced with problems of declining income and
employment, and economic growth would be retarded.

124. The greatest concern, however, was expressed
over the effects of the recession on the export markets
of the under-developed countries and, in particular, on
the export prices of many primary commodities. In
1958, for the first time since the end of the Korean
events, the total value of exports of primary producers
was expected to register a decline. Even in 1957,
however, countries accounting for one-third of the total
trade of primary producing countries had registered a
drop in export proceeds. At the same time the cost in­
flation in industrial countries had raised export prices
of manufactured goods, so that under-developed
countries were incurring a double loss of real income,
falling prices for their foreign sales being accompanied
by rising prices for their foreign purchases. The ad­
verse effect of those external influences on economic
development and on the widening gap in per caput
incomes of developed and under-developed countries
was emphasized by many members. The discussion of
problems raised by fluctuations in primary commodity
markets is considered further in section II below.

125. A number of representatives reiterated the
need for additional private and public capital and for
technical knowledge to promote economic development.
Some members also noted the fact that many under­
developed countries were themselves exporting private
capital on a significant scale, despite the shortage of
capital in their own countries. Attention was also called

1
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Section ll. International commodity problems

132. In opening the Council's debate'? on inter­
national commodity problems at the twentv-sixth ses­
sion, the Under Secretary for Economic' and Social
Affairs referred to the instability of the markets for
primary commodities and to the lack of diversification
in the under-developed countries. The Comtnodit» Sur­
'lIey, 1957 (E/CN.13/27-ST/ECA/51),17 prepared by
the Secretariat, pointed out that dependence of under­
develope~ countries on a few key commodities had not
lessened .I~ rece~~ years. ~eclining prices for primary
~ommodltles, ansmg sometimes from even small shifts
m demand for final products in industrial countries
seriously affected the export earninz of the under­
developed countries concerned. Furthermore the ca­
pacity of those countries to finance programmes
designed to compensate producers for fallinz prices or
income was usually limited. ;:,

133. International action was clearly necessary in
!hat field ~nd the current United Nations programme
involved inter-governmental meetinzs in connexion
with a number of primary commoditi~s. In tho~e nego-

10 EjAC.6jSR,249 and 251 to 253 j EjSR,1033 to 1036 and
1043.

17 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.II.D.l.

127, The representative of The International Mon­
etarv Fund stated that a study of inflation could not be
considered out of date; the' problem of inflation was
recurrent, even perennial. He agreed that inflation could
arise. not only from excess demand for the national
output as a whole, but also from excess demand in key
sectors of the economy or from pressures on the side
of costs. He thought, however, that the importance of
the supply of money and of the monetary demand for
g?ods and services needed greater emphasis in con­
sidering causes and remedies for inflation. In recent
years, .he noted, more and more primary producing
countries had come to see the futility of a policy seeking
to promote economic development by inflationary means
and, often with the support and advice of the Fund,
had sought to check inflation. to lift their restrictions
and to simplify their complicated exchange rate struc­
ture so as to make production for export profitable.
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i:;~~;'. 'I::::~~:e:,:::~:::~I~~;'~::,~:~~:::::~~~:~;~:~~;;,~e~~;~~;;'~;~~;~:~~=f,~~~~~
which international political tensions had 011 the world of l~tl'rnatlO11al .e,:0110111lC co-op:,ratlOn decided (res- ' Trt
ecol1om~' by di\'t'rtit~go. ~"on0111ic resources to military olution 690:\ (XXVI)) that, since the compendium I I
production and hy dividing the world market into two. of United Nations resolutions embodying various prin- I t1°1

Other n.J('mht'rs. called atte~ltiu.lI to questions relating ciples of international economic co-operation. requested a~~
to the international orgamzat Ion 0 f commercial co- by the General Assem~lly in resolution U5? (XII), she
operation and economic consultation which were raised would shorrlv he considered In- Member States no . t
hy rc~ent development.s in world trade, Several repre- action should be taken at the twentv-sixth session re- m I

sel~tat1\'t:s called attention to a growing compartmentali- garding a declaration of principles of such co-operation par
zatron ot the world econoniv ami considered that exist- or an appeal to Governments based thereon. 1~t1
ing international institutions did not provide for ~uffi- 1, 30. On questions of employment, the Council sho
cieut international economic co-operation, Others adopted a resolution (090 D (X X VI)) in which it the
stressed, hO\\'(',ver. that it was necessary to perfect, and concurred in the recommendations to Member States su
make more effective. use of, the ''',''1'stinz arrangements, 1 1 ' 1 k'- .. , .. ~ ,," u ~ ant emp oye!,s ant wor .ers' organizations adopted by inte
and th.at. new m.achmery should not be proposed until the International Lah.utr Conference durinz its 42nd
the exrsnug bodies had been proved inadequate or un- . 1 . ,..,

11 1 I 1
session. am invited Member States to take full advan-

a ) e to at apt t iemse ves to present needs. The decisive I exi ,
f

. tage ° .exls.tmg.opportut1lties for discussing the current
actor. It was n.oted in that counexion, was in anv event .,

I I
,I economic situnnon on a regional and on a world-wide

1!0t t le mac unery and procedure, but the desire of I ' ,
L' I mS1S.
~-,tates t~l consu t or co-operate with one another, and
that desire could in most cases be civen effect throuzh 131. On the subject of the world economic situation
existing bodies. ;:, 0 and short-term outlook. the Council. considerinrr that

the po~sibi1it~, of rapid and important economic d~anges
made It advisable to have more frequent assessments
of the immediate economic outlook, requested the Sec­
retary-<:;eneral. in part C of resolution 690 (XXV!),
to I.luhltsh. as frequently as practicable, up-to-date ap­
praisals of the world economic situation and short-term
outlook. and to draw attention to anv changes in it
that might affect in the near future the levels of eco­
nomic activity, the volume of international trade, and
the growth of under-developed countries' and to re­
view periodically the information available for that pur­
pose and take or suggest such measures as mizht be
advisable to improve' 'it. The Council also invit~d the
Sec~etary-Gel:er.al to submit to it at its twenty-eighth
session a preliminary report on the work carried out to
dat~, and at ~ts thirtieth session a further report, on the
basis of which the Council would consider whatever
action and arrangements might be appropriate thereafter,

128. The representative of the Food and Agricul­
ture Organization stated that the first check in the
steady expansion of world agricultural production since
the Second World War had occurred in 1957-1958.
The food production index had remained stable, but,
since the world population had continued to grow, the
per caput index had fallen proportionately. The main
cause of the setback had been the weather, but there
had been deeper underlying causes, including the prob­
lems of surpluses in the economically more advanced
countries and the many basic difficulties of increasing
agricultural output in the less developed countries. The
recent downward trend in prices of primary products
on export markets had caused widely publicized con­
cern. The fall had not affected all farm products, but
the downward trend had been more marked since the
middle of 1957 and it had persisted into 1958. The
FAO believed that it was important for the under­
developed countries to increase the rate of zrowth of
their farm output, and that the developed ~countries
should adjust their price policies to bring about a better
balance between the supply and demand for farm com­
modities. Representatives of several non-governmental
organizations also made statements during the Coun­
cil's debate.

'.
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tiations it was necessary to reconcile the interests of
both importing and exporting countries.

134. The Commission on International Commodity
Trade. though it had not achieved all that had been
hoped, nevertheless could provide a central forum for
th~ international discussion of commodity problems. To
achieve that it was necessary that close association
should he developed between the Commission and other
inter-governmental bodies in the commodity field, and
particularly FAO, and that adequate Secretariat re­
sources should be available; in both respects progress
had been made. Representation on the Commission
should consist of highly qualified experts working in
the field and there should be active participation and
support from the countries of major importance in
international trade in primary commodities.

REPORT OF TIlE COMMISSION
ON INTERNATIONAL COMMODITY TRADE

135. The Council considered the report of the Com­
mission on International Commoditv Trade on its sixth
session (E/3l24).18 In reviewing the current com­
modity situation, the Commission's report referred to
the weakness that had developed in commodity markets
from early 1957 and which had continued into the early
months of 1958. The slowing-down in the rate of ex­
pansion in world industrial production during 1957 and
early 1958 had reduced the demand for primary com­
modities and. by intensifying the balance-of-payments
problems of the economically less developed countries,
threatened to cause difficulties in implementing pro­
grammes of economic development. The report also
referred to the long-term effect on export earnings of
the growing use of synthetics and substitutes in the
industrial countries.

136. In accordance with General Assembly resolu­
tion 1218 (XII) several Governments had submitted
current commodity problems to the Commission for
consideration. The Commission proposed to study at its
next session measures which had been applied and pro­
posed for the solution of international commodity prob­
lems. For that purpose studies of the operation of
certain inter-governmental agreements were to be
undertaken.

137. As a basis for the development of a programme
of work in connexion with the study of fluctuations in
commodity prices and volume of trade, the Commission
requested the Secretary-General, with the aid of a con­
sultant if necessary, to prepare a synthesis of existing
studies in that field, drawing attention to conclusions
of practical use for the work of the Commission. The
Commission also considered reports on pilot studies on
fats and oils and on non-ferrous metals.

138. The Commission reported that suggestions had
been made regarding the modification of its terms of
reference and that the matter had been left for con­
sideration by the council.P

REPORT OF THE INTERIM CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMODITY ARRANGEMENTS

139. The Council also had before it the "1958
Review of International Commodity Problems"
(E/3118)20 prepared by the Interim Co-ordinating

la Official Records of the Economic mid Social Council,
Twenty-sixth Session, Supplemmt No. 6.

ID E/3124, paras. 60 and 61.
.. Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twmty-si.l"fh Session, Annexes, agenda item 5.
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Committee for International Commodity Arrangements,
which gave an account of :ntcr-governmental consulta­
tation and action in that field. The first part of the re­
port dealt with developments in the commodity field
during the post-war period from 1946 to 1°56, and
included an examination of experience gained in con­
nexion with international commoditv agreements and
the observations of ICCIC:\ arising' out of its review
of post-war developments. The second part of the
report dealt with inter-governmental action during 1957
and early 1958.

140. The Committee noted that, in the immediate
post-war period, considerable emphasis had been placed
on the need to take action when a burdensome surplus
of a commodity existed or was expected to arise. How­
ever it had become recognized that international action
was also desirable to prevent serious price instability.
I n the negotiation of commodity agreements emphasis
had recently been placed on the need to avoid excessive
fluctuations without at the same time preventing the
free play of market forces. The Committee considered
that the study of commodity problems on a commodity­
by-commodity basis had proved effective in solving
them and called attention to the usefulness of the work
being done within inter-governmental study groups.
With respect to existing agreements, it noted that the
proportion of world trade covered by some agreements
was smaller than was required to make a satisfactory
contribution to the stability in international trade of
the commodities concerned:

DISCUSSION IN THE COUNCIL

141. The discussion in the Council was based largely
on the statement of the Under-Secretarv and the above­
mentioned reports. The current reduction in the prices
of primary commodities made the solution of commodity
problems a matter of some urgency. Discussion centred
on the importance of international cornmoditv trade to
the under-developed countries. on current "difficulties
in connexion with such trade, on long-term trends and
on the type of international action that was desirable
to deal with all those problems.

142. The problem of fluctuations in commoditv
prices and trade was acute in the many under-developed
countries which depended on the export of only a few
commodities. Several representatives from such coun­
tries cited the problems of their own countries as
illustrative of the effects of such fluctuations on social
as well as economic conditions. It was pointed out
that the benefits derived from the inflow of foreign
capital were frequently offset by such fluctuations, and
that stahilitv in international commodity trade was of
the utmost importance. Inelasticity in the supplv of and
demand for raw materials was an important factor in
causing such fluctuations.

143. The decline in commodity prices in 1957 and
early 1958 had been both sharp and fairly general.
Recession in industrial countries was regarded as an
important cause of the decline in trade in raw materials,
and it was also pointed out that action like a public
works programme designed to counteract recession fre­
quently did not call for anv import of raw materials.
In the case of a number of commodities. the current
decline was regarded as a result of a high level of in­
vestment in production of certain raw materials causing
output to increase more rapidly than consumption.
Variation in hoth purchases and releases of commodities
from stockpiles and other reserves was an important

I
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l!2 See chapter I, paragraph 9, and appendix n.

ACTIO~ TAKEN BY TIlE COUNCIL

150. The Council adopted a resolution (691 A
(XXVI) in which it noted with approval the Com­
mission's report and decided to reconstitute the Com­
mission bearing in mind the work of FAO, ICCICA
and the commodity study groups. The basic task of the
reconstituted Commission will be to study and analyse
developments and trends in international commodity
trade, including excessive fluctuations in the prices and
volume of commodity trade and movements in the
terms of trade. and the effect of such developments on
both the international and domestic economic position
of countries participating in international commodity
trade, especially on the economic development of less
developed countries. In that connexion the Commission
is to bring to the attention of the Council or Govern­
ments of Member States its views and recommenda­
tions regarding the need for governmental or inter­
governmental action to deal with problems or emerging
problems which its studies may disclose. The Com­
mission i3 also asked to keep constantly under review
the movements of world primary commodity markets
by the assembly and analysis of appropriate data, and
to publish studies and statistical reports on prices,
terms of trade ancIother matters relating to international
commodity trade. The Commission is asked to submit
periodic reports to the Council on its work and pro­
vision is made for any Member of the United Nations
not represented on the Commission to bring to its
attention any developments concerning commodity mar­
kets, or particular commodities affecting it, and to take
part in the Commission's discussion of the problem.
Having reconstituted the Commission, the Council
further decided that its resolution 557 F (XVIII)
would remain in effect.and apply to the reconstituted
Commission, except to the extent that it might be in­
consistent with the provisions of the current resolution
or with other Council decisions. It also decided to pro­
ceed with the election of the members of the recon­
stituted Commission during the twenty-sixth aession.P

151. In a further resolution (691 B (""XXVI», the
Council decided to convene the reconstituted Com­
mission within the first three months of 1959. It rec-

ntte"dO~ 'hO"I'~: :"0'" to the :':I:"-O~'~~m-I
pensatory schemes. Projections of consumption and
production. though difficult, should be further con­
sidered. as should the possible effects of the European I
Common Market on commodity markets. Provision
might also be made for international consultations on
the management of commodity stocks, taking into ac­
count the interests of the exporting countries.

118. It was gCllerally agreed that the complex nature
of international trade in primary commodities was such
that there was need for general as well as specific dis­
cussion 0 f the problems involved. The Commission
could provide a forum for such discussions, hut it could
do so effectively only if the large industrialized coun-
tries participated and if Governments of Member States
were represented by highly qualified experts. There
should be dose collaboration between the various organs
working in the commodity field. and the representative
of FAO indicated the willingness of that organization
to co-operate closely.with the Commission.

149. Statements were also made by three non­
governmental organizations.
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21 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1954.ILB.1.

contributing cause of sUt'11 fluctuations. In some primary
commodities, large surpluses had accumulated and their
disposal interfered with regular markets if precaution­
ary measures were not taken. References were also
made to the influence of restrictions on imports and of
other protectionist practices. The decline ill the earn­
ings of the countries exporting primary products would
be reflected in lower demand for the manufactured
goods exported by the industrialized countries. The
aim of international action should not be merely to
raise the present low prices but to reduce excessive
fluctuations. Some delegations referred to the effect of
commodity prices on their balances of payments and
suggested that it was a matter to which the International
Monetary Fund might give further attention. The
representative of the Fund referred to the substantial
loans made to countries largely dependent on one or
two main exports.

1-1--1-. In considering long-term developments. it was
noted that there had been a tendency for the proportion
of exports from non-industrialized countries to decline.
Growth of population and expansion of raw material
requirements hy local industry had tended to reduce ex­
port availabilities in the under-developed countries,
There were greater long-term difficulties in the case of
the primary commodities used in the production of non­
durable consumer goods than in the case of those used
in the production of durable consumer goods, the de­
mand for which had generally expanded. Diversification
of output might offer some protection, but serious
fluctuations occurred in the prices of almost all primary
commodities and, in some cases, the capital required to
develop diversification programmes was beyond the
means of the producing country concerned. Considerable
concern was expressed about the difficulties which
might arise from the increase in the production of
synthetic products in industrial countries.

1-1-5. It was generally agreed that technical differ­
ences in the nature of various commodities as well as
differences in the conditions of production, consumption
and trade made it desirable to discuss the problems on
the basis of individual commodities. For that reason
most progress had been made through individual study
groups and agreements. It was noted in particular that
the differences were reflected in different types of
agreements for different commodities. ICCICA had
played a useful role in stimulating those discussions.
Even where agreements were not realized. inter-gov­
ernmental discussions in study groups were helpful and
a number of delegations welcomed the projected ex­
ploratory meetings on copper. lead and zinc.

146. It was suggested that, in negotiating such
agreements, recognition should be given to the interests
of both importing and exporting countries, care should
be taken to avoid undue interference with the free play
of the market forces and action taken to develop pro­
visions designed to increase the consumption of the
commodity concerned. It was noted that sometimes
conditions changed after an agreement was negotiated.

147. Further study of all those problems was con­
sidered necessary and the Council reflected that view
in deciding to change the terms of reference of the
Commission. It was also suggested that further exam­
ination should be made of the report entitled C011t­

modit:., Trade and ECOIlO1nic Development (E/2519),21
prepared by a group of experts, and that particular



sidercd in the replies were the adequacy of the present
machinery, the extent of membership of existing organ­
izations. 'and the scope of the activities of those or­
ganizations in relation to various problems arising in
international trade, and the co-ordination of their
activities.

155. Xo action was taken by the Council on this
matter at the twenty-sixth session.

RE1'(lRT OF r m: IXTERXATlOlS'.\L :\IoXET.\R\' FUXD

15(i. At its twenty-fifth session. the Council con­
sidered.i" and in resolution 608 (XXV) took note of,
the annual report of the International Monetary Fund
for the fiscal vear ended 30 April 1957 and a supple­
mentary statement covering the period from 1 May
1957 to 31 January 1958.20

157. In a statement to the Council, the Managing
Director announced that two new members-the Fed­
eration of l\Ialava and Tunisia-had joined the Fund
and that Libya. -Morocco and Spain would shortly do
so. The total volume of the Fund's operations since its
establishment amounted to $3.900 million; in the year
from 1 April 1957 to 31 March 1958 new business had
totalled $949 million. Allowing for the contingent
liahility represented by unused stand-by agreements, the
Fund had a balance of $1,400 million in gold and
United States and Canadian currency.

158. Statements made at the Fund's annual meeting
in September 1957 had influenced world opinion in
monetary matters and had restored the confidence
shaken by the disequilibrium existing between the pound
sterling and the German mark. : apan, Denmark and
the Netherlands had been helped to overcome balance­
of-payments difficulties resulting from the inflationary
pressures engendered by the boom of 1955-1957.

159. The vear under review had been characterized
hv the conversion of the boom into a recession. While
European countries and .Tapan had benefited from the
improvement in their terms of trade resulting from the
fall in raw material prices, primary producing countries
had suffered from that decline. To assist the latter
countries. the Fund had renewed its stand-by arrange­
ments with Peru. Chile and Bolivia. and had concluded
new ones with Paraguay, Colombia, Nicaragua and
Honduras. Favourable results were alreadv visible from
the renewal of the stand-by arrangement with France
and the comprehensive stabilization programme which
accompanied it.

160. European countries had achieved a more en­
during stabilitv after twelve years of reconstruction.
The amount of assistance obtained by European coun­
tries since the Fund's inception was $1,650 million com­
pared with $1.316 million for other countries, excluding
unused stand-by arrangements.

161. The Fund would undoubtedlv have to come to
the assistance of raw material producing countries
affected by the recession in the United States, but such
assistance would be of value only to the extent that
the countries themselves took the necessary remedial

2S E/SR.1000 and 1001.
.. International Monetary Fund, Annual Report of the

Esecuiioe Directors for the Fiscal Year ended April 30, 1957
(Washington, D.C.). transmitted to the Council under docu­
ment E/3060; and "Summary of the Activities of the Inter­
national Monetary Fund from 1 May 1957 to 31 January
1958", transmitted to the Council under document E/3061/
Add.1.
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Section Ill. International trade and
payments questions

INTERNATIONAL l\IACIIIKER¥ FOR TRADE CO-OPERATION

153. Under resolution 614 A (XXII) the Council
invited the Governments of States Members of the
United Nations to submit comments concerning the
international machinery for trade co-operation and, in
that connexion, commended to their attention the
Secretary-General's report on the subject.P At its
twenty-fourth session, the Council considered the
replies received up to that time,:!4 and adopted a res­
olution (654 A (XXIV)) in which it requested the
Secretary-General to keep under review developments
in the field of trade co-operation, in particular with
respect to international machinery for trade co-oper­
ation, and to submit a further report to it on the subject.

154. The further report (E/3127 and Add.1)25
was before the Council at its twenty-sixth session. It
noted that in the field of trade co-operation an impor­
tant development was the entry into force of the treaty
e?t~blishinga European Economic Community and pro­
viding for the creation of a common market. Discussions
had also taker place regarding the establishment of a
wider European free trade area. The principal activities
of the United Nations in the field of trade co-operation
had been those undertaken by the regional economic
commissions.i" The report analysed thirty-two replies
received up to 23 May 1958.27 The main questions con-

23 Official Records of the Economic aHd Social Council,
Twenty-second Session, Annexes, agenda item 2(a) document
E/2897.

"'E/3004/Add.1 to 3.
2GOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 2.
2. See chapter IV.
27 Two further replies (E/3127/Add.2 and 3) were received

and distributed before the Council's twenty-sixth session.
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the various organs mittee on Commoditv Problems of FAO and, on the
the representative other hand, FA.Q. ICCICA, the Contracting Parties to
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ssion, States which would participate to be represented by

highly qualified experts; and it asked the Secretary­
General to grant the necessary priority for the prep­
aration of the session, if necessary with the aid of
consultants and, in consultation with the inter-govern­
mental bodies concerned with particular commodities,
to assemble or prepare the necessary documentation,
including documents relating to the discussions at the
twenty-sixth session of the Council. Finally, it decided
that the report of the reconstituted Commission would
be examined by the Council at its twenty-eighth session.
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measures. There was little reason to believe that the
agricultural and industrial crisis of the 1930's would be
repeated in the United States; indeed there had recently
been a slight rise in the prices of agricultural products.
In the monetary field he did not think there was reason
to fear a repetition of the upheavals of the 1930's. Care
should be taken to abstain from raising tariffs and im­
posing ot.her obstacles to tra4e and to avoid any abrupt
interruption of the flow of investment capital. It was
worth remembering that past recessions had been over­
come by the interplay of a reduction of production costs
and an easing of money.

162. Several representatives expressed appreciation
of the Fund's activity during the past year and drew
particular attention to the importance of some of it<;
less conspicuous activities, such as annual consultations,
the technical assistance missions on such matters as
budgetary problems or credit policy, the training pro­
grammes and the preparation of periodical publications.
Attention was also drawn to the fact that the recent
increase in the Fund's transactions reflected the deteri­
oration in the world's economic situation. There was

Annex

STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

ORAI. STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMITTEES UNDER RULE 86 OF THE
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Twenty-sisth session

International Chamber of Commerce
International commodity problems-Economic Committee

meeting: E/AC.6/SR.252.

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
World economic situation-Plenary meeting: E/SR.1026.

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
International commodity problems-Plenary meeting: E/

SR.1034.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
World economic situation-Plenary meeting: E/SR.1028.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
International commodity problems-Plenary meeting: E/

SR.1034.
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therefore greater need for making the Fund's resources
as easily accessible as possible. Representatives of sev­
eral of the under-developed countries stressed the fact
that their countries were more vulnerable to world con­
ditions than the highly developed countries and pointed
to the need for diversification as a means of strengthen­
ing their economies. They felt that the Fund could be
of material assistance in expanding available interna­
tional reserves,

163. In his reply, the Managing Director empha­
sized that the success of the Fund's work depended on
the full co-operation of the State which it was assisting.
In reply to the representatives of the under-developed
countries, he said he believed that, once the recession
was over, increased industrial production in the leading
countries would result in a stronger demand for primary
products. It was essential that inflation in the under­
developed countries should be checked and in that task
the Fund could assist them. He added that, if those
countries wished to obtain private capital from abroad,
the conditions for investment must be made attractive
and existing foreign investment should be treated fairly.

World Federation of Trade Unions
World economic situation-Plenary meeting: E/SR.1026.

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMEN'l'AL ORGANIZATIONS TO

'IHE COUNCI~ COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA­
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World economic situation-NGO Committee meeting: E/

C.2jSR.172.

WRITI'EN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO THE COUNCIL

International Fiscal Association
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Inter-Parliamentary Union
E/C.Z/495. Stabilization of prices of primary products.

International Chamber of Commerce
E/C.2/501. Linking of a free trade area with the European

Economic Community.
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E/C.2/50Z. International commodity problems.
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A
Section I. Special Fund*

164. On the question ofihe Special Fund the Council
had before it, at its twenty-sixth session, the report and
recommendations (E/3098) 1 of the Preparatory Com­
mittee established by the General Assembly in its resolu­
tion 1219 (XII). Under the terms of that resolution the
Council was requested to transmit the Preparatory Com­
mittee's report, together with its own comments, to the
General Assembly at its thirteenth session for final action.

165. In accordance with the instructions of the Gen­
eral Assembly, the report and recommendations of the
Preparatory Committee dealt with the following ques­
tions: (a) the basic fields of assistance whi.ch the Special
Fund should encompass and, within those fields, the
types of projects which should be eligible for assistance;
(b) the administrative and operational machinery to be
recommended for the Special Fund, including such
changes as might be required in the present legislation
and procedures of the Expanded Programme of Tech­
nical Assistance; and (c) the extent to which Govern­
ments would be willing to contribute to the Special Fund.

166. On the first two questions, the Preparatory
Committee's proposals were embodied in a set of recom­
mendations readily transformable into a basic legal
instrument for the Special Fund. The Committee rec­
ommended, inter alia, that the Special Fund should assist
projects in the fields of resources, including the assess­
ment and development of manpower, industry, including
handicrafts and cottage industries, agriculture, transport
and communications, building and housing, health, edu­
cation, statistics and public administration. As organs
of the Special Fund it envisaged a Governing Council
of eighteen members to be elected by the Economic and
Social Council, a Managing-Director assisted by a staff,
and a Consultative Board to be composed of the Secre­
tary-General of the United Nations, the Executive Chair­
man of the Technical Assistance Board and the President
of the International Bank for Reconstruction and De­
velopment. Other recommendations dealt with the prin­
ciples and criteria which should guide the operations of
the Special Fund, the role of the General Assembly and
the Economic and Social Council with respect to the
Special Fund, the role of existing agencies, the pro­
cedures for the formulation, evaluation and approval of
requests and the execution of projects, and the finances
of the Special Fund. The Committee also appended to its
report a list of types of projects, purely illustrative in
nature.

167. Regarding the question of the willingness of
Governments to contribute to the Special Fund, the

*Requires action by the General Assembly. The provisional
agenda for the thirteenth session includes the item: "Economic
development of under-developed countries: establishment of the
Special Fund: reports of the Preparatory Committee for the
Special Fund and of the Economic and Social Council".

1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.

Preparatory.Committee .felt tha~ in v.iew of t?e informa­
tion before it and the time at 1tS d1SPOSal it could not
report fully to the Council. It therefore requested ~he
Secretary-General to invite Governments to provide .m­
formation of :J.S precise a nature as J?o.sstble concernmg
the extent to which they would be willing to con!nbtt!e.
The Secretary-Gene'. 1was to inform the Council at ~ts
twenty-sixth S~SSi01 .. nd the .<?eneral.Assembly at 1tS
thirteenth session, O' 'e repnes received to the new
inquiry. In conformity wirb that .request, t~e Secretary­
General submitted to the Council the replies (E/3~53
and Addenda) received to his inquiry from the fol~owmg
Governments: Belgium, Bolivia, China, Fed(';r~tlOl1 ?f
Malaya Finland France, Ghana, Greece, Haiti, India,
Ireland: Monac~, Netherlands, Norway, S~itzerland,
Thailand, Turkey, the United States of America and the
Republic of Viet-Nam.

168. In the course of the debate," the Coun~i1 dis­
cussed the merits of this new programme of assistance
to the under-developed countries and its relative position
in the general framework of fin~cmg econo~lc develop­
ment. While generally welcoming the establishment of
the ~1)l..:cial Fund as a constructive step forward, several
repr...sentatives regretted that SUNF~D could not have
been established or felt that the Special Fund should be
considered merely as a preliminary step towards agree­
ment on a capital development fund. Others ,thought
that the Special Fund was t?e only. compromise ~0n­
ceivable in the absence of internationally supervised
world-wide disarmament.

169. Most representatives expressed the. highest
praise for the work of the. Preparatory <;:omm1ttee and
welcomed its recommendations as a forthright and sound
basis for the early establishment of the Special Fund.
It was observed by some that the report and recommen­
dations of the Committee represented a series of. com­
promises reached in the course of long and .dtfficult
discussions which the Council would be well advised not
to reopen. In the discussion of the Preparatory Com­
mittee's recommendations, remarks were made essen­
tially on the activities c,>f t~e Special F~nd, '..lIe Con~ulta­
tive Board, participation m the Special Fund ana. the
currency of contributions.

170. Regarding the activities of the Special Fund,
the Council was generally agreed that the Special Fund
should assist under-developed countries in a sustained
and systematic manner to train their manpower and to
assess and utilize their natural resources in a more pro­
ductive manner. The Special Fund could undertake
surveys and research. and training proje~ts of co~sider­
able scope and depth m such fields as agriculture, indus­
try communications and administration, and it would
be 'able to assume financial commitments over long
periods of time and. to provide relatively large am?unts
of supplies and equipment, It was considered advisable

• EjAC.6jSR,253 to 255; EjSR.1037 to 1039 and 1043.
I
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.'Section If, Other questions relating to financing
of economic development

INTERNATIONAL FLOW OF PRIVATE CAPITAL

between the Special Fund and n:nl:l'tt'nt non-~~:~l~~~::I~';S"~~:":O~l't';I~~:~~'t~
mental organizations, such as international trade unions, I1
In the view of till' representative of \VFTU. the Special private long-term invesu
Fund could not be a substitute for SUNFEIJ. lIe advo- about two-thirds of the

ranked Sl'COlH! with one-:cared strict separation between the Special Fund and the
I, I .1 1 f T hni 1A . I gium, Luxembourg, the'.xpal1( cu 'rogranuue 0 ec mea ssistance, am par- and the Nethcrlands. 1
ticipation of all States in the Special Fund. The repre-
scntative of the \Vorld \'eterans Federation welcomed Canada and Switzerland
the establishment of the Special Fund and recommended 1 compared with 1956. 1
that the Council adopt the Preparatory Committee's appeared to have increa:

zross private calli tal imsuezestion that the Special Fund study means of en- ~
~~ creases had taken place

couragmg donations from nun-governmental sources, Venezuela, Brazil and M
The representative of WFUNA introduced a suggestion

. hi I' livid 1 tries, outstanding increaof his organization for a scheme under w lIC 1 me IVI ua S
, place in the case of the.

would be able to lend part of their savings to an mterna- France and the Netherla
tional fund or institution administered by the United
Nations and its specialized agencies. Such capital might be the world's largest i
be raised, for instance, by issuing bonds or investment capital, despite a drop in
certificates in small denominations, the revenue from 179. Direct investrner
which might be remitted to the International Bank for hulk of the outflow. The I
Reconstruction and Development, more especially for as in earlier years, the l

financing community development schemes. WFUNA investment, although inv
was hopeful that the Secretary-General of the United • second half of the year,
Nations, the President of the Bank and the Managing- manufacturing industry h
Director of the Fund might be prepared to start consulta- developed countries, but t
tions of an informal and exploratory nature on the investment had increased
t>roposal. Several representatives considered WFUNA's tries, notably of Latin AI
suggestion as very valuable and expressed the hope that ment in 19'57 had been
it would be acted upon, imports into under-develc

177. At the close of the debate, the Council unani- I- merit involving either ("
mously adopted a resolution (692 (XXVI)) ~o which exporter in the "-:1porting
the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee medium-term c 'its up t
were annexed in the form of a draft resolution for the importer.
adoption by the General Assembly. The Council, in its 180. Increasing atten
resolution, recommended that the General Assembly Governments of both car
adopt the draft resolution setting forth the provisions porting countries to the r
governing the Special Fund. It further appealed to all ~ promote the internationr
States Members of the United Nations or members of capital. In the main capit:
the specialized agencies to give the Special Fund the flow had been stimulated'
greatest possible assistance, expressing the hope that all ing with the provision of
Governments would be able to announce their contribu- credits and special loans,
tions for 1959 at the forthcoming Pledging Conference. taxation on foreign inco
Finally, it concurred in the recommendation of the Pre- Many under-developed c
paratory Committee under which the Council was to -mainly in regard to ex
establish a committee of the Council to assist in the 1 Iegislation-s-which had th
examination of the reports submitted to the Council vestment climate. Measur
concerning the Special Fund and the Expanded Pro- 01 such countries in 195
gramme of Technical Assistance, and of such questions I degree with the developn
relating to their operations as the Council might refer J tries and to a lesser exter
to it. and public utilities indust

181. During the Cou
sentatives expressed theii
the international flow of .
maintained itself in 1957.
on the role that private ea
faster rate of economic d
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members noted that a grea
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8 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Tsuenty-sixth. Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.

178. The Council had before it, at its twenty-sixth
session, a report on "The international flow of private
capital, 1957" (EJ3128 and Corr.L)", prepared in ac­
cordance with General Assembly resolution 824 (IX) as
amended by resolution 1035 (XI). The report indicated
that the flow of international private long-term capital
had apparently been higher in 1957 than in 1956, which
had already been a record year in the post-war period.
The peak appeared to have been reached around the
middle of 1957, and in the second half of the year gross
capital exports had declined, although they were still
high compared with the years before 1956. The United

20

that Governments should concentrate their requests on
projects which would most effectively contribute to a
more rapid developmcut in those sectors. However, the
view was also maintained that the Special Fund should
be used to grant long-term low -interest loans to finance
the capital equipment of under-developed countries.

171. The general administrative structure recom­
mended by the Preparatory Committee was thought by
most representatives to provide a well-devised and work­
able basis for the efficient operation of the Special Fund,
Some representatives particularly welcomed the auton­
omv which the Committee had recommended for the
Special Fund, while at the same time providing for the
neces~ary co-operation with existing programmes and
agencies.

172, The Consultative Hoard recommended by the
Preparatory Committee was the subject of some con­
troversy : m the view of most representatives, that Board
would be a useful or even an essential instrument of
co-ordination : its mcmbers-e-the Secretarv-Genernl of
the United Nations, the Executive Chairman of TAB
and the President of the Bank-s-were particularly quali­
fied in matters of assistance to under-developed coun­
tries; the representation of the Bank on the Board would
ensure that the programmes selected would, so far as
possible, result in an increased flow of capital to deserv­
ing projects. On till' other hand, the view was held that
the Special Fund should be an autonomous institution
in which the Hank should not be endowed with special
rights, and that the Secretary-General of the United
Nations ana the Executive Chairman of TAB could well
participate in the management of the Special Fund with­
out the proposed Consultative Board. Other representa­
tives agreed to the establishment of the Consultative
Board only because its functions were to be purely
advisory and not of a policy-making nature.

173. Some representatives felt that the recommenda­
tion of the Preparatory Committee providing that par­
ticipation in the Special Fund would be open to States
Members of the United Nations or members of the
specialized agencies or of IAEA was unduly restrictive,
and that participation of any State wishing to join should
be allowed,

174, On matters of finance, the view was held by
several representatives that participating countries
should be allowed to contribute in national currencies;
or that under-developed countries whose foreign ex­
change SItuation was difficult should be allowed to make
contributions in their own currencies or in the curren­
cies best suited to their situation. Other representatives
expressed regret that the Committee had not found it
suitable to provide for a minimum of convertibility in
contributions to be made by Governments.

175. In the course of the debate, concern was ex­
pressed at the fact that only a few Governments had
replied in encouraging terms to the Secretary-General's
inquiry regarding the willingness of Governments to
contribute, Several representatives announced the deci­
sion of their Governments to seek parliamentary ap­
proval for a contribution.

176. Representatives of several non-governmental
organizations made statements during the debate. The
representative of the IFCTU expressed the hope that
the period of transition between the Special Fund and
SUNFED would not be too protracted. He welcomed
the inclusion, in the fields of assistance envisaged by the
Preparatory Committee, of the study of manpower re­
sources and stressed the importance of close co-operation
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INTERNATIONAL TAX PROBLEMS*

>I" "ub-item on the provisional agenda for the thirteenth
sess.on of the General Assembly.

5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council.
Ttocniv-second Session, Annexes, agenda item 5,

8 "Taxation of foreign investment in Mexico" (EjCN.8/69j
Add.2): United States Income Taxation of Private United
States Investment ill Latin America (United Nations publica­
tion, Sales No.: 1953.XVI.1. and Supplement, 1956); "Nether­
lands taxation of private Netherlands investment abroad" (Ej
28651Add.l ) : "Belgian taxation of private Belgian investment
abroad" (Ej28651Add.2).

7 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Tsocntv-sistb Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.

184. In its resolution 1032 (XI), the General As­
sembly requested the Secretary-General to complete as
quickly as practicable the studies called for in General
Assembly resolution 825 (IX), and to submit them to
the Council for its consideration. The studies had been
initiated by a memorandum on "Taxation in capital­
exporting and capital-importing countries of foreign
private investment" (E/2865) 5 and a number of country
studies" submitted to the Council at its twenty-second
session. In response to the resolution, the Secretary­
General submitted to the Council at its twenty-sixth
session a further memorandum on the same subject
(E/3074),7 a country study on the United Kingdom
(E/3074/Add.I and Corr.1) and a "List of legislative
material on tax incentives to private investment in
capital-importing countries" (Ej3074/Add.2). The Sec­
retary-General informed the Council that further coun­
try studies were in preparation on Canada, France and
Sweden. Comprehensive reports on national tax systems
were to be issued in the World Tax Series, which is
published in response to Council resolution 378 G
(XIII) by the International Program in Taxation of the
Harvard Law School in consultation with the United
Nations Secretariat.

185. In his memorandum, the Secretarv-General re­
viewed recent measures taken by capital-exporting and

• EjAC.6jSR.254 to 255; EjSR.1037 to 1039.
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about two-thirds of the total. The United Kingdom encouraging feature noted in that respect was the fact ."
ranked second with one-sixth and was followed bv Bel- that both capital-exporting and capital-importing coun- 1

gium, Luxembourg, the Federal Republic of Germany tries had become increasingly conscious of the need to
and the Netherlands, The gross outflow from both improve the investment climate and were taking meas-
Canada and Switzerland had declined fairly sharply as ures to that effect by enacting domestic legislation or bv
compared with 1956. The under-developed countries concluding bilateral tre .ties. .
appeared to have increased their share of the world's 183 I 1 . .. n regarc to t.ie predominance of direct invest-
gross private capital imports in 1957. Substantial in- ments over portfolio investment, the view was expressed
creases had taken place in Latin America (notably in that direct investments led to an increase in the produc-
Venezuela, Brazil and Mexico), In tilt' developed coun- tion of raw materials for the benefit of the investing
tries, outstanding increases in gross inflow had taken countries and might increase the dependence of the
place in the case of the Federal Republic of Germany, under-developed countries on the industrialized ones.
France and the Netherlands, Canada had continued to From a comparison between the amount of profit derived
be the world's largest importer of private long-term from such investments and the amount of new capital
capital, despite a drop in 1957. invested. the conclusion was drawn by one member that

179, Direct investments had continued to provide the under-developed countries might actually experience a
hulk of the outflow, The petroleum industry was in 1957, net outflow of capital. Other representatives, however,
as in earlier years, the chief sector of foreign private found direct investment to be of benefit to both under-
investment, although investment had tapered off in the developed and developed countries and felt that it was
second half of the year. The bulk of direct investment in also of particular interest because it was often accompa-
manufacturing industry had gone to developed and semi- nied by much needed technical knowledge. Generally
developed countries, but there were indications that such speaking, foreign private investment was considered to
investment had increased in the under-developed coun- be of significant importance in the financing of economic
tries, notably of Latin America. An important develop- development: it was hoped thatin 1959 the Secretary-
ment in 1957 had been the considerable increase in General would be able to include in his triennial report a
imports into under-developed countries of capital equip- comprehensive analysis of how such investment was
ment involving either an equity investment by the rr.ade up and of its impact on the capital receiving
exporter in the "-:lporting enterprise or the extension of countries.
me~ium-term c 'its up to five years by the exporter to
the Importer.

180. Increasing attention had been given by the
Governments of both capital-exporting and capital-im­
porting countries to the need for practical measures to
promote the international flow of private long-term
capital. In the main capital-exporting countries the out­
flow had been stimulated by government measures deal­
ing with the provision of investment guarantees, export
credits and special loans, as well as the relaxation of
taxation on foreign income and of exchange control.
Many under-developed countries had taken m-asures
-mainly in regard to exchange control and incentive
legislation-which had the effect of improving the in­
vestment climate. Measures taken by the Governments
OL such countries in 1957 had dealt to an increasing
degree with the development of manufacturing indus­
tries and to a lesser extent with the petroleum, mining
and public utilities industries.

181. During the Council's debate," several repre­
sentatives expressed their satisfaction at the fact that
the international flow of private capital had more than
maintained itself in 1957. Differing opinions were voiced
on the role that private capital could play in financing a
faster rate of economic development as compared with
the contribution that international aid could make. Most
members noted that a great proportion of foreign private
capital was invested in extractive industries, especially
the petroleum industry, while investment in manufac­
turing, which was of particular importance to the less
advanced economies, was made for the most part in the
industrialized countries; it was also noted that little
private capital had gone to South and South-Eo ~.t Asia.

182, The hope was expressed that, in the years to
com~, the international flow of private capital would
continue to swell and, at the same time, to be distributed,
both geographically and from the point of view of dis-
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ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE INTERNATIONAL BANK
FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT AND OF

THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCE CORPORATION

194. At its twenty-fifth session, the Council con­
sidered," and in resolution 669 (XXV) took note of,
the annual reports of the International Bank for Recon­
struction and Development and of the International
Finance Corporation, together with supplements out­
lining the principal activities of those organizations to
31 January and 28 February 1958 respectively."

195. In a statement to the Council, the President of
the Bank observed that the Bank's record activities

10 Ibid., Twenty-fourth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
n E/Ae.6/SR,254 and 255; E/SR.l037 to 1039.
12 E/SR.1002 and 1003.
III International Bank for Reconstruction and Development,

Twelfth Annual Report, 1956-57 (Washington, D.e.), trans­
mitted to the Council under document E/3059; "Supplement
to the Twelfth Annual Report from 1 July 1957 to 31 January
1958", transmitted to the Council under document E/3059/
Add.l ; International Finance Corporation, First Annual Re­
port, 1956-57 (Washington, D.e.), transmitted to the Council
under document E/3061 ; and "Supplement to the First Annual
Report from 11 September 1957 to 28 February 1958", trans­
mitted under document E/3061/Add.l.

tries throu.gh both bilate!al :t1~dmtlltilate.ral sch:'mes. of
assistance 111 the year I~~()-l ~.~7 an~l wa~. III c~nt111uatlUn

of the data first presented to tilt' Council at Its twenty­
fourth session in a preliminary survey (E/3lJ:li' and
Add.l and 2) lU which covered the years I~,,~ -19~6.

11)1. The total assistance provided to under-devcl­
oped countries in the form uf grants and loans during the
period 1~5-1-1~56 hall been at the rate of just. uve~ 2
thousand million dollars too alli:ztm; that grunted in l ~.:>o­
1Y57 amounted to 2.0 thousand million dollars. The
must important increases hall occurred in the contribu­
tions of the United States, France and the U SSH.. AiJ
in the form of grants, including grants of technical as­
sistance, constituted the greater part of the total. Assist­
ance in the form of long-term loans was expanding and
greater emphasis was being given to specific development
projects. Three major developments were noted in 1957 :
the first was the amendment of Mutual Security legisla­
tion in the C nited States to establish a Development
Loan Fund to assist projects for long-term economic
growth; secondly, there was an extension of bilateral
aid by the United States to include a number of newly
independent African countries and by the USSR to pro­
vide aid to additional countries in the Middle East and
South-East Asia; thirdly, there was a deterioration in
the terms of trade of the under-developed countries im­
plying an increased demand for external capital to sus­
tain development plans.

192. The report showed that countries with a total
population of 7-10 million had average annual incomes
per caputof less than $100 and had received international
economic assistance averaging $1.40 per caput. Countries
with a total population of just over 200 million had aver­
age annual incomes per caputbetween $100 and $200 and
had received international economic assistance averaging
$2.30 per caput. Countries with a total population of
1,005 million had average annual incomes of over $200
per caput and had received on the average international
economic assistance amounting to $1.50 per caput,

193. In the course of the discussion in the Council'!
the hope was expressed that all States Members would
provide data to complete the valuable information con­
tained in the report.
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capital-importing countries to promote :1Ie tlow of private
investment capital to under-developed countries.. \mol1g
major capital-exporting countries, the United Kingdom
had provided for the tax exemption of unrcmitted busi­
ness profits earned abroad bv so-called "Overseas Trade
Corporations", Le. companies wholly l'ngaged in foreign
trade or investment in the fields of manufacturing, pro­
cessing, mining, oil extraction and ag ricultu1'1;'. The
United States had signed a tax agreement with l 'akistan
which. for the first time, provided for the deduction from
L'uited States tax on profits from foreign investments,
110t only of the foreiun tax actually paid, but also of the
tax which would ha\:e been due but tor a tax concession
granted to the investor by l 'akistan as a special incentive.
l;urther progress was also reported in the elimination of
double taxation by the conclusion of a number of bi­
lateral agreements and by the enactment of unilateral
relief provisions in domestic legislation. Chief among the
latter was the adoption of a system of credits for foreign
taxes by the Federal Republic of Germany.

186. Those developments further strengthened the
conclusion reached bv the Secretary-General in his 1956
memorandum that, ,vhile the major capital-exporting
countries had not given up the principle of their tax
jurisdiction over foreign income, their extensive relief
and incentive measures had brought a considerable part
of foreign private investment in under-developed coun­
tries close to the reality of exclusive taxation in the coun­
try of source (E/2865, para. 29).

187. The Secretary-General also reported that a
number of capital-importing countries had enacted legis­
lation expanding the use of tax concessions as a means
of attracting additional private foreign capital. A number
of other countries had announced that such legislation
was in preparation. In several countries changes had
been enacted in existing tax laws, which contributed to
easing the tax burden of foreign investors. The Secre­
tary-General's memorandum also contained a discussion
of some of the major considerations affecting the legis­
lative and administrative implementation of tax incentive
schemes (E/3074, para. 17-33).

188. In the Council's debate," several representatives
stressed the importance of fiscal policy in encouraging
foreign private investments, and welcomed the extensive
relief and incentive measures which had been adopted
both in capital-exporting and capital-importing coun.ries
by means of treaties or domestic legislation.

189. The Council took note of the fact that further
country studies were in preparation by the Secretariat
and that the triennial report on the international flow of
pri vate capital, to be submitted to the Council at its
twenty-eighth session, would include information on
relevant fiscal developments. It was felt that such an
arrangement would help the Council to comply with the
desires of the General Assembly on the subject.

INFORMATION CONCERNING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE
FOR THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

190. The Council had before it, at its twenty-sixth
session, a report prepared by the Secretary-General en­
titled "International economic assistance to the under­
developed countries 1956-1957" (E/3131 and Corr.1 and
2 and Add.1).9 The report reviewed the international
economic assistance provided to the less developed coun-

B E/Ae.6/SR,253 to 255; E/SR,1037 to 1039 and 1043.
• Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 4.
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15 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.rLB.2.
10 ElAC.6/SR.234 to 236; E/SR.1009, 1011 to 1014 and 1020.
10n See also chapter VIIr. para. 560.

Section Ill. Industziallaatlon and productivity*

199. At its twenty-fifth session, the Council had be­
fore it the second progress report on implementation of
the programme of work on industrialization and pro­
ductivity (E/3078) 14 prepared by the Secretary-General
in accordance with resolution 597 A (XXI), a report on
organizational and administrative machinery (E/3079) a
prepared by the Secretary-General under General As­
sembly resolution 1033 B (XI), and the first issue of the
Bulletin 011 1ndustrialication and Productivity. la

200. In the debate," there was general agreement
that work under the programme should aim at taking
stock of actual experience in under-developed countries
and at stimulating action in the field of industrialization
by Governments at the national and international levels.
Most members felt that the work carried out by the
Secretariat was directed towards that objective, and
some of them pointed out that one of the best ways of
ensuring the practical value of industrialization projects
was to link them with technical assistance programmes.
In the view of some representatives, the Secretariat
would have been well advised to initiate, and to pay more
attention to, studies in certain fields, such as the social
and demographic, fiscaland financial aspects of industrial
development, and problems in regard to the planning of
industrialization. Several members expressed the hope
that studies in problems of small-scale industries, par­
ticularly financing and marketing, would shortly be
begun. It was generally agreed that the Secretariat's
work in industrialization should be expanded and as
much as possible accelerated, and that an increase in the
staff and resources of the responsible unit in the Secre­
tariat would be required for that purpose. While one
representative cautioned against increased expenditures
and another mentioned that the larger resources which
would be required for the programme of work in indus­
trialization should be offset by budgetary savings else­
where, most members insisted that the work should in
any case not be hampered by lack of financial resources.
There was also general agreement that the Secretariat
should strengthen its servicing of technical assistance op­
erations in industry; a number of members specifically
endorsed the Secretary-General's suggestion that techni­
cal assistance work in industry should be oriented to a
greater extent towards projects calling for economic
rather than engineering and technical advice. After some
discussion, it was generally agreed that a committee of
experts should be established for the purpose of re" v. .
ing the programme of work and making recommen
tions to the Secretary-General on its further devd0"".
and implementation. The representative of the Se,"', ,-~ ~r_

General stated that the expert advisory committ .- ou.d
be convened on an ad hoc, trial basis. Some members de­
clared that, wl.ile they accepted the idea of an advisor
committee, they still preferred other forms of organiza­
tionalmachinery to deal with the industrialization prob­
lem, such as the setting up of a functional commission of
the Council or the establishment of a special agency.i'"
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~ during the year were evidence of its confidence in the under review; it should not concentrate its activities too
. future of the world economy at a time when signs of a much in anyone region and its rules and regulations must

slowing down of economic activities were causing con- remain flexible,
cern. By the end of the fiscal year, 30 June 1958, the
Bank's loans would probably have reached over $650
million. Two-thirds of those loans hall been for the
purpose of increasing production and developing new
resources by increasing the supply of electrical energy
and by the improvement of transport. Those develop­
ments were of great importance to agriculture in that
they increased productive potential substantially. Loans
for the direct benefit of agriculture continued to be small.
The Bank had granted loans to industry, in particular to
the steel industries of India and Japan, and had moved
to facilitate the flow of capital into private industrial
investment through the International Finance Corpora­
tion and through development banks, a number of which
were being created with the assistance of the Rank. He
stressed the desirability of members releasing their sub­
scribed capital so that it could be used for Rank lending
and noted with satisfaction that about one-quarter of the
Bank's additional lending resources would come from
that source. The Bank had become much more than a
financing institution; it co-operated in the technical study
of many projects of special importance for economic
development. The Bank's Economic Development Insti­
tute would have an increasingly perceptible influence on
the management of economic affairs in the under-devel-
oped countries. He welcomed the forthcoming establish­
ment of the United Nations Special Fund, with which
the Bank hoped to co-operate closely.

196. In conclusion, he expressed the opinion that it
would be unfortunate if preoccupation with domestic
economic problems prevented the developed countries
from providing the assistance and investments of which
a large area of the world stood in need. .lL would be a still
greater tragedy if developing countries relied totally on
outside support and failed to realize that their welfare
depended on their own efforts. Countries prepared to
make such efforts would always be able to count on the
support of the Bank.

197. All of the representatives who spoke expresseu
their appreciation of the Bank's activities during the past
year. The expansion of those activities and the increasing
efforts to assist under-developed countries to establish
the infra-structure of their economies were welcomed.
Some representatives viewed with favour the Bank's
association with private financial institutions aimed at
encouraging private investment. The increasing attention
paid by the Bank to the under-developed countries was
welcomed by many representatives, some of whom ex­
pressed their belief that the trend should be strengthened
still further. Many representatives considered that the
achievements of the International Finance Corporation
during the first year of its operations were encouraging;
some felt that the Corporation should widen the field of
its activities and render the conditions for the granting
of loans more flexible.

198. In his reply, the President of the Bank stated
that the increase in the volume of loans for agriculture
and forestry did not reflect a new trend in the Bank's
policy. He was aware of the great opportunities for
productive investment in Africa and Latin America and
was convinced that the volume of the Bank's loans to both
areas would continue to grow. The Bank was making
every effort to keep its charges low and hac recently
reduced them; its rate was, however, dependent on the
rate it had to pay on its own borrowings. The IFC was
breaking new ground and its policies were kept constantly
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201. ,\t tlH' l'Olldll~iou oi tIll' dvhntv, tIll' Couul'il
uu.mimously adopt I'll a resolution ~ tlj·J ..\ t XX \'») in
which it uou.l the pwgrl'~~ lli the pwgranllul' oi work
on iudust ri.iliz.uiou and prlld\1l'ti\ity a~ svt illrth iu the
I,'port oi th« ~I'l'I'l'lary-l i1'1l1'r;11 t E 3DiX) au.l eruph.r­
si/l'lltlll' nl'nl to al'l'dl'ratl' the work ;IS Iur as pussihlv,
'l'lu- l'llUlIl'il rl'qul'~lt'llthl' ~I'ITl'laryl;I'ul'ral. in l'arry­
ing' out tlu- pn'gr;l\lIml" to t.il«: into account such views
;I~ might bl' 1'7\pn'~';I'd by thv count ril'~ directly l'Olh'l'l'IH'l1
rel.u ing to thi' pwbkms of ~igni lil'alll'l' to count rivs ill
tlu- PWl'I'~~ of in.lust ri.il lkn'lllplI\l'nt, It recalled para­
graph 2 of resolution (rll) .\ ~ X XIII) .uul rl'qul'stl'll the
~l'l'rl'lary-l~l'nl'l'al,wlu-n appropri.u«, to encourage the
organizatilln lIi sciuinars. consultations and training
centres in order tll ial'ilitall' the practical applic.uion of
tlu- pn'gramll1l', and further requested the ~l'l'rl'lary­

lil'nl'ral to publish the results of that work, in the form
of I'l';\llily usable manuals, when appropriate, TIll' Coun­
cil wvlcouu«! the st.ucnu-nt ill the report of the Secrvtnry­
lil'lll'ral t E 3Dil)) that l'Il'l'ctivl' co-operation h:ul 1>I'I'n
Ikwlllpl'll "ith tIll' spl'l'ializl'll ag'l'ndl'~ l'OnCl'rIll'd in
planning and l'arryiug' out projl'cts oi l'ommon in1l'n'~t

anll that sUl'll CIHIIll'ration wouhll'llntim1l' and might Ill'
I'XIll'I'kd to l'xp;md ill the t"utun', It l'mphasizl'll tIll' 111'­

~ira1>ility {It" stn'ngthening thl' ~ubstantin' ~eryjdng

ot" the L'lIitl'll Xations 1l'dlllil'al assistanl'e 0l>l'rations in
tIll' tiehl oi illllu,;trialization along the lilll's suggested
in tIll' ~l'l'n'tary-t ienera!'s repllrt, allll t" urther empha­
~izl'll till' de~irahility 0 i maintaining dosl' relationships
with the Expanlletl l'wgrallune of Tl'chllical Assistance
:lllll the ~pedal Fund, when in operation, in order to
iadlitate the lkwlopnll'lIt ot" the ~ecrl'tary-lienera!'s

programme llf wllrk aud the application of its results in
the 1l'~~ lkn'lllllt'd clluntries, TIll' l"tltllld1expressed the
dl'sin' to l'outiIltll' to be kl'pt fully infornll'll a1>out the
impllrtant work bl'ing dOIll' by the spel'ializell agencies
cOlh'I'rnl'd: rl'cognizell the important work being done
by thl' regillnal economic commissions in the tidd of
industrialization amI productiYity: and requestl'd the
regional eCllllOmic conllnissions, when giving considera­
tion to the formulation of n'gional programmes of work
on iIlllnstrialization anll productivity, to take into ac­
COUllt, in ;~l'conlance with paragraph S of resolution
S9i :\ ~ XX I), the activities uuder the pl'Clgramme of
work of the ~el'rl'laIT-l;I'I1l'raIt1I11krtaken pursuant to
that resolution. The L\mndl endorsed the proposals of
the 'secrl'tary-tll'neraI t E/3079, para. 11) to ('xpand the
start cOllcl'rnel1 with the work programme in tlw fidd
of industrialization aIIII prolluctiYity, and im'itl'd the
~('l'n'tal'\'-Gl'nl'ral to establish a committee of experts,
consistitig of no more than ten persons to be appointed
in consultation with GOn'rnments, for the purpose of
reviewing the programme of work in th(' field of in­
dustrialization amI prOlluctivity and making recommen­
dations to the ~ecrl'tarv-Generalon the further develop­
ment of the programnie and its implementation, and to
indude in his next progress report to the Council infor­
mation regarding the establishment of such a committee,
Finally, it recommended the periodic inclusion in the
agenda of the Gen('ral Assembly of an item entitled
"Industrialization of the under-developed countries".

202. In Part n of the same resolution, the Council
ag-ain r('affinned its concern in the economic advance­
n~ent of the under-develop(,d countri('s and considt'red
that a generally accepted m('ans of achieving that cnd
was the di\'l'rsification of production, and in particular
industrialization; it recognized that the latter could not
be undertaken on the desired scale without continuing
imports of equipment which must be paid for primarily
by exports: it further recogniz('d the importance of the

rvlat ionship lu-twvcu prices of the raw materials I'X­

potted by the under-developed count rivs on the one
h.uul. and thOSl' 01 the m.mufncturcd goods exported
bv the indust ri.ilizcd countries on tlu- other, fnuu the
p~liut oi "il'\\" of thl'I'l'O!Hlluic adv.nuvmvut of tlu- under­
Ikn'lopl'll countries. The l'olll1l'il thus looked Iorwnrd,
in conuexion with the discussion of cOllllllllllity problems
at the il1rthcollliug twenty-sixth session.': to th,- further
exploration 01 tllllSt' problems. kl't'pit1g in mind the
desirahilitv of achieviiu; a sound inu-m.uioual economic
balance, . ,

Section IV. Natura! resources

\VATER RESOl'RCES

203. At its twcntv-fifth session the Council had before
it four reports on thl: subject of water resources, namvly :
a report on I/;Ita [or Industrial USI' (E/,~OS~),I~ pre­
p.m-d pursuant to Council resolution S33 ~ X VIll) :
a report by the ~el'rl'lary-lil'I1l'ralentith-tl"I'reliminary
inquiry OIi existine hydrologic services" ~ E/3070) III alltl
a I'l'Jllli·t by a l'anl1of Expe;·ts on Intl'IIraft'd Hi,'a llasin
i>ITt'lo tllll'nt ~ E/30hh) ,~" both preparell in iIllpkm~'n­
tat ion of Coundl rl'slllution SI)I) t XX I); and a thml
biennial n'poI't l'lltith-t1 "lnll'rtIational co-operation with
n'slll'l't to water !'l'SOUn'l' tleVl'IOpIIIl'nt" \.E/3071) III pn'­
parl'll by thl' ~I'Cn'hI'y-l;enl'ralin accordanl'l' wiih l'OlUl­

!'il I"l'solution 59!) tXXI),

204. The report OIl 11 (Ita for Industrial Use
t E/30S~) n'vil'\\'l,tl problems arising from the demand
for water by industry, analysed water quantity amI
quality n'qttireml'nts for industry, water costs, aIllI con­
servation of wail'r, amI presented condusiolls as to til'­
sirabk action at various levels. It also gave statistical
tables on related subjects, based on information sub­
mittl'd by GOn'rtIments,

205, The report on hydrologic serdces (E/3070),
in the preparation of which \\'1\10 played a major rok,
was based on replies to a qu('stionnaire ;Hldressecl to
l\Ielllber ~tatl's amI on information obtained d:rough an
('arlier \V1\10 inquiry. In conjunction with an annex
showing the structure of national services, it analysed
the organization of existing hydrologic services, ex­
amined wrrent problellls in respect of hydrologic ac­
tiviti('s and outlined steps which might be taken at the
current stage,

206. In the pr('paration of its r('port on Integrat,-d
Rh'cr 1?asin De7.'c/oplllCllt (Ej3066), the Panel of Ex­
perts was assisted ,Jy representatiws of FAO, UNESCO,
\VHO and Wl\lO, The r('port dealt with the scope and
purposes and the major aspects of river basin develop­
ment, with some specific problems encounten'd, with
co-operative action among countri('s concerned in the
development of an international riv('r basin, and with
sugg('st!>d lines of action, partic:.rlarly at the interna­
tional leyel. The Panel r('commended inter alia that the
responsibilities of WMO be expanded to incluck hydrol­
ogy; that there be a co-ordination office or centre in
th(' United Nations Secretariat to deal with certain
enulll('rated interrelated responsibilities and tasks; that
st('ps be tak('n to encourage scientific and technical in­
vestigations; that aid to countries in developing their
river basins be increased through the co-oldination and
expansion of technical and other assistance; and that

17 Sce chapter n, section n,
lS United Nations publication, Sa!es No.: 58.n.B,I.
l1l Official Records of tile Ecollomic alld Social Co!tncil,

T"<c'clffY-fifth Sessioll., Allllexes, agenda item 5,
:0 United Nations publication, Sales No,: 58.n.R3,
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the l.'nitvd Nations lend its support to efforts to over­
come the special problems of developing international
rivers,

207. TIll' fourth report (E/JOil) informed the
('0unciI of the latest act ivities of the l ' nit cd Nat ions
Secretariat in the field uf water resources, anti of the
action taken by the inter-agency meetings on water
resources development to co-ordinate activities of the
various l 'uited Nations organizations concerned. The
Secrctarv-General also referred to certain problems
which, ill his view, should be given high priority by the
Council in its consideration of the four reports, inter
alia problems relating to ground-water, water pollution
control. co-ordination of hydrologic activities and inte­
gration of water resources services.

20K In regard to ground-water problt'III~. the Sec,re­
tarv-t it'nt'ral noted the lack of exchange of information
am"! the lad" of economic studies: Ill' ~ondudetl that the
time appeared ripe for the initiation by the United
Nations, in co-operation with the specialized agencies
concerned, of systematic studies on ground-water in
order to determine the obstacles to. and methods for,
its economic development. As regards water pollution
control. the Secretary-General, taking account of work
already done, suggL'sted that a broad study be under­
taken. which would pay special attention not only to
existing experience in combating pollution. but to pre­
ventive measures applicable in areas undergoing indus­
trialization. Concerning the IlL'L'd for co-ordination of
the activities of hydrologic services, which the report on
l ntcqrntcd Ri~"'r Basin Dcrclopmcnt (Ej3066), and the
preliminary inquiry (Ej3070) , had independently
stressed. he referred to the consensus at the inter-agency
meetings on the roll' that should be played in the matter
by \Vl\I 0 and to the consideration of the subject in
\Vl\10: he suggested that support IlL' given for such
reorganization of \Vl\IO as might be necessary to in­
clude hydrology among its responsibilities.

209. Lastly, the Secretary-General took up the ques­
tion of integration of water resources services at the
United Nations. He referred to the recommendations of
the Panel of Experts (E/3066) and recalled that in res­
olution 417 (XI\') the Council had requested him to
assume responsibility for the promotion and co-ordina­
tion of international activities concerning water resource
development. In view of the progress made, he believed
that the time was ripe to go further and bring about
integrated action at the international level in the domain
of water resource development.

210. In the debate>' members of the Council ex­
pressed general appreciation of the four reports a.Id
emphasized the value of United Nations action in water
resources devdopment. a field which several representa­
tives considered to be increasingly important and espe­
cially promising for international co-operation. The
discussion centred on recommendations for further inte­
gration of water resources services and on certain lines
of action proposed in the different reports.

211. Representatives noted the progress made, under
resolution 417 (XIV), in the co-ordination of work on
water resources problems, and the suggestions for fur­
ther integration of services at the United Nations pro­
posed by the Panel of Experts and by the Secretary­
General. It was generally agreed that such integration
should be advanced through the establishment of a water
resources development co-ordination centre within the

•, EjAC.6jSR.236 and 237; EjSR.1014 to 1016 and 1021.

Secretariat. The term "cent re" was interpreted in a func­
tional rather than in an institutional SL'nSL', the organiza­
tion of staff hdng left to the discretion of the Secretary­
General. St'\'t'ral representatives, however, made clear
that what tlu-v had in mind was the streugtheniru; ut' the
existing facilities hv a small increase ot' the Jll'r\nanent
staff ;I\'lll the temporary recruitment of cngineering and
other consultants."

212. In regard to activities in hydrology, members
of the Council noted till' recommendations hv the I 'and
of Experts and the Sccrctary-t it'\H'ral witl; regard to
svstematic co-ordination tII11kr \ Vro.l O. Some nu-mbers
f~'lt that the Council should not discuss the quest ion in
any detail in view of the fact that the matter was cur­
rentlv under consideration in \V~10. Reference was
made to till' difficulties of co-ordinating hydrologic serv­
kl'S. to the need to avoid duplication of work, to the
problems of co-ordination at the regional level, and to
the problem of defining the field of hydrology, The rep­
resentative of W1\IO recalled that a \\'1\10 panel of
experts had stressed that \V:.\10 should not become in­
volvcd in engineering work or in broad-scale planning
of water n'S~1tlrCL'S tle\'elopnwnt but should confine its
work to providing the engineer with the necessary data.

213. Some of the discussion centred on the formu­
lation of legal principles applicable to international
rivers, to which certain members attached great import­
ance, While the Council took no position on any par­
ticular legal principles, members noted with interest the
efforts being made by other bodies to fo,rmulate them.
It was observed that legal aspects would \11 any case be
studied in connexion with the problems of integrated
river basin development.

2H, Regarding priorities, there was general recog­
nition of the importance of developing a programme of
studies on the interrelated problems of water resources,
including, in particular, systematic studies on ground­
water. on integrated river basin development, on water
pollution abatement in industrial countries and water
pollution prevention in areas in process of indu.strial­
ization, The question was raised whether attention to
the questions oi hydro-power and irrigation was, a~e­

quately en.sured: the d,ebate m~de clear that the.pnonty
given to integrated river basin development \I1clude~

those two major aspects as well as others such as navi­
gation and flood control.

215. Statements were also made by representatives
of several specialized agencies besides \Vl\10. The rep­
resentative of FAO stressed the importance of water
resources for agricultural purposes and indicated that
FAO would be glad to collaborate in future work. The
representative of UNESCO recalled the interest of his
organization in water resources problems, particularly
in rl'lation to its major project of scientific research on
arid lands and with regard to problems of fundamental
and applied scientific research and the training of spe­
cialists, The representative of WHO pointed out that
his organization gave high priority to the problem of
safe water supplies for human consumption and to the
training of sanitary engineers.

216. After the debate, the Council ad( (er! a reso­
lution (675 (XXV)) in which it commer: tithe Panel
of Experts for its report (Ej3066) , called the report and
its recommendations to the attention of the Gowrnments
of Member States and the appropr;ate specialized agen­
cies, and noted with interest the efforts being made to
formulate legal principles applicable to users of interna-

"" Sec also chapter VIII, para. 560.
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tional rivers. The Council further commended the Secre­
tary-General and W:-'lO for the report on hydrologic
services (El3070), noted the recommendations with
respect to the functions of WI\IO in hydrology and in­
vited WMO to consider the report and to take appro­
priate action thercon, bearing in mind the discussion in
the Council and the necessity of avoiding duplication in
the work of the United Nations and the specialized agen­
cies. It also commended the Secretary-General for the
report on Hilter for Industrial Use (E/3058), called the
report to the attention of the Governments of Member
States and the apprrpriate specialized agencies, and called
special attention to the importance of water pollution
abatement, particularly in industrialized countries, and
of preventing water pollution in countries in the early
stages of industrialization, and in that connexion recom­
mended that the experience of ECE and co-operating
specialized agencies be taken into account. Noting the
report on international co-operation with respect to water
resources development (E/3071), the Council further
commended the Secretary-General and the specialized
agencies for their co-operation in carrying forward their
series of consultations on water resources problems and
requested the Secretary-General to take appropriate
measures for the establishment, within the Secretariat,
of a centre to promote co-ordinated efforts for the de­
velopment of water resources and, for that purpose, to
facilitate co-ordination in the collection of information
on such resources and their uses; it further requested
the Secretary-General to give proper consideration to
applications by Governments for assistance in the de­
velopment of river basins, including the joint develop­
ment of international rivers. In addition, the Council
endorsed the recommendation of the Panel of Experts
that the United Nations and the specialized agencies pay
special attention to stimulating and facilitating the inter­
national flow of information relating to water resources.
It also requested the Secretary-General and the special­
ized agencies to keep the interrelated problems of water
resources under continuous review and, to that end, to
develop a programme of studies, giving priority to the
questions enumerated in chapter IV of the Secretary­
General's report (E/3071) and to integrated river basin
development, and to report to the Council at its twenty­
ninth session on the progress achieved at the national and
international levels in regard to those items, including
appropriate recommendations concerning further action
by the Council and the specialized agencies. Finally, the
Council invited Members of the United Nations to pay
appropriate attention to water resources questions both
in connexion with the Expanded Programme of Tech­
nical Assistance and in programmes developed through
other multilateral or through bilateral arrangements.

OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES

217. At its twenty-sixth session the Council had be­
fore it, for its information, the Secretary-General's
eleventh report (E/3142) on action taken under Council
resolution 345 (XII), concerning the conservation and
utilization of non-agricultural natural resources. The
report briefly described action taken at Headquarters in
respect, inter alia, of resources surveys, mineral re­
sources, energy resources and conferences related to
resources development, as well as the relevant work of
the regional economic commissions. It stated that, pur­
suant to resolution 614 C (XXII), a preliminary review
was being made of techniques of resources surveys. In
regard to energy resources activities, the report informed
the Council that the Secretariat had participated in the
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XIth Sectional Meeting of the World Power Conference
held at Belgrade in June 1957. In accordance with Coun­
cil resolution 653 (XXIV), an analysis was being made
of the work undertaken in the field of energy resources
by the various United Nations organizations, with a view
to formulating recommendations for future lines of
action. Pursuant to the same resolution, the Secretariat
was preparing, after consultation with UNESCO, FAO
and other appropriate agencies, a progress report on de­
velopments in the field of new sources of energy other
than the atom, which would include recommendations tll
the Council with regard to the agenda of an international
conference on new sources of energy.

B

Section V. United Nations Programme of
Technical Assistance*

218. The Council, at its twenty-sixth session, con­
sidered'" a report by the Secretary-General on the United
Nations programme of technical assistance (E/3081)2~

setting out the activities undertaken under General As­
sembly resolutions 200 (HI), 304 (IV), 418 (V), 723
(VIII) and 926 (X), and a report by the Secretary­
General on technical assistance in public administration
(E/3085 ) 24, which was submitted to it in pursuance of
T AC's request at the Council's twenty-fourth session
that the subject be discussed under a separate item of
the Committee's agenda. The Council also had before it
information contained in the annual report of TAB to
TAC (E/308025 and Add.1) concerning the activities
carried out by the United Nations under the Expanded
Programme, as well as the recommendations of T AC
(E/3175)24, which had examined the above reports at
the Councils request.

219. The Secretary-General's report on the United
Nations programme of technical assistance reviewed the
services furnished to Governments by TAA during the
year 1957. The report, which covered the work of the
Organization both under the Expanded Programme and
under the regular programmes, summarized activities by
types of assistance, by countries, and regionally; it also
provided statistical tables. The introduction to the report
described programme trends and developments in the
fields of economic development, social welfare, public
administration and human rights. It indicated difficulties
encountered in the recruitment of experts and mentioned
an increase in administrative expenses. It also recounted
current activities concerning the evaluation of the pro­
gramme, as well as co-ordination with the specialized
agencies and with bilateral and other programmes of
technical assistance. The report-in some considerable
measure complementary to the annual report of TAB
to TAC-was designed to be considered in relation to
that document.

220. The Secretary-General's report on technical as­
sistance in public administration was the first extended
report on the subject to be presented to the Council; it
therefore included a brief and general historical review
of the United Nations' activities in that field, as well as
a more detailed summary of programmes and projects

*The provisional agenda for the thirteenth session of the
General Assembly includes the item "Programmes of technical
assistance".

28 ElTAC/SR.l55, 159 and 160 to 162; E/SR.1044.
'" Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Tsuenty-sixtli Session, A1l11eXeS, agenda item 8.
m:;Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
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"~1l<""'-, for the years 1956-1958 and suggestions for future de-
velopments.

221. In presenting the report on the United Nations
programme of technical assistance to the Committee, the
Director-General of T AA stated'" that despite a small
decrease in over-all expenditure, the total number of
experts in the field in 1957 had risen from 678 to 800;
however, the number of fellowships awarded had de­
creased from 1017 in 1956 to 782 in the year under
review. Some difficulties had been encountered in the
recruitment of experts in highly specialized fields such
as industrial production and engineering, and in statis­
tics. There had been increasing evidence in 1957 that

11 this was due in some measure to the inadequacy of the
salaries offered by the Organization.

222. As requested by the Council at its twenty-fourth
session, the Director-General reported on TAA's ex­
tremely limited experience in the use of consultant firms.
He stated that the Administration would continue to use
such firms only in exceptional cases. The Director-Gen­
eral also reported that it had proved impossible to keep
administrative expenses at the same low level that was
reached in 1956. He had forecast this a year ago. It was
due to factors mostly outside the control of the Admin­
istration, such as statutory increases and rising staff
costs at Headquarters, as well as the reduction in the
financial resources available for 1957.

223. During the debate, members commented favour­
ably on the work of T AA and on the present form of
its report. The increase in expenditure to assist Govern­
ments in economic surveys and in the assessment of
national resources was noted with. satisfaction, particu­
larly in view of the proposed creation of the Special
Fund. The decrease in the number of fellowships
awarded in 1957 was generally noted with concern.
Members were gratified to learn that efforts were being
made to keep the ratio of administrative costs to pro­
gramme costs in 1958 and subsequent years below the
level reached in 1957.

224. On the subject of technical assistance in public
administration, several members of the Committee
stressed the importance of a sound and efficient public
administration as a pre-requisite for the preparation
and implementation of economic and social development
programmes. Some members, in particular, expressed
their agreement with the statement contained in the re­
port of the Secretary-General concerning the need for
such assistance (E/3055, para. 4). The Secretary-Gen­
eral's suggestions regarding future developments in the
programme were also commended by several members
of the Committee.

225. The Committee requested that similar reports
on technical assistance in public administration be pre­
sented each year by the Secretary-General at the summer
sessions of the Council and that future reports should
contain more detailed information on United Nations
assisted institutes and training centres in public adminis­
tration ; comparative figures of the assistance rendered
m recent years in the various fields of administration;
an indication of the funds expended in the main fields
described in section IV of the report (E/3085) ; and, to
the extent possible, an evaluation of some of the projects
undertaken.

. 226. The importance of granting assistance to train­
mg schemes in public administration, whether national

20 ElTAC/L.l57,
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or regional, was emphasized; it was considered to be the
best method of helping less-developed countries in this
field, and the results already obtained by TAA were
noted with satisfaction. It was suggested that this part
of the programme could be further expanded within
available resources and subject to requests from Govern­
ments, and that the possibility might be explored for
the Special Fund to help in this work when it was estab­
lished.

227. Some members of the Committee pointed out
that special attention should be given to the necessity of
adapting modern techniques of public administration to
the differing conditions prevailing in the various coun­
tries assisted. In view of the comprehensive character of
public administration, the necessity of co-ordination with
the work of the specialized agencies in certain aspects of
administration should be borne in mind. Other members
stressed that assistance in public administration should
not be expanded at the expense of other important ac­
tivities under the technical assistance programmes and
that public administration projects should be concen­
trated on the training of national personnel.

228. On the recommendation of TAC, the Council
adopted two resolutions (696 (XXVI) and 697
(XXVI)). In the first, it took note with appreciation
of the report of the Secretary-General on the United
Nations programme of technical assistance and requested
him to continue to extend the services of T AA to re­
questing Governments along the lines indicated in his
report and in the statement made by the Director-General
(EjTAC/L.157). In the second resolution, the Council
noted with appreciation the report of the Secretary­
General on United Nations technical assistance in public
administration and requested him to submit regularly
to the Council at its summer sessions a report on United
Nations activities in this field.

Section VI. Proposal for the establishment of
an international administrative service*

229. The Council, at its twenty-sixth session, con­
sidered'" a report by the Secretary-General on the pro­
posal for the establishment of an international adminis­
trative service (E/3121 )~8 which was submitted to it
in pursuance of its resolution 661 (XXIV). The report
summarized the results of consultations held with Gov­
ernments of Member States to ascertain their views on
the proposed establishment of a service designed to meet
the expressed needs of Governments for assistance of an
operational or executive character. A large majority of
the Governments had expressed their agreement in prin­
ciple with the plan and had agreed that it should be
undertaken on a trial basis. In addition, sixteen Govern­
ments had spontaneously indicated their intention of
seeking assistance under the proposed scheme as soon
as it became possible. Some Governments, while approv­
ing of the idea in principle, had made some reservations
on certain aspects of the proposal, including the problem
of financing the new service.

230. The Council also had before it the report of the
Technical Assistance Committee (E/3159)28 which had
examined the question at the Council's request.

231. The majority of the members of the Committee,
recognizing that there were expressed needs for that

*Requires action by the General Assembly.
27 ElTAC/SR.l62 to 164 and 167; E/SR.1036.
20 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 9.



type of assistance to Ill' given by or through the United
Nations, urged that the proposals of the Secretary­
General be accepted. provided that operations were un­
dertaken on a limited scale and on an experimental basis,
and only at the request of Govcrnments : that the opera­
tions wen' carried out as a supplement to the existing
United Nations programmes of technical assistance but,
as proposed by the Secretary-General, without increase
in the administrative l'OStS of the prograrnmes : that the
functions of till' specialists to Ill' recruited and assigned
to Governments under the plan were of a temporary
nature. and. that their duties included till' training of
national personnel to take over the responsibilities tern­
porarily assiRtll'd to internationally recruited experts;
and, lastly, prodded that. if requests were received for
operational or executive assistance within the fields of
competence of the specialized agencies, no action was
taken without prior consultation and agreement with the
agency or agencies concerned.

232. Some members of the Committee expressed
doubt regarding the plan and indicated that they would
prefer that assistance of an operational or executive
character should continue to be given, where appropriate.
under the existing programmes of technical assistance
without setting up a new service. The majority. however,
expressed the view that a valid experiment could not
lw made within the Expanded Programme. since numer­
ous requests for assistance alreadv made under that
Programme could not be granted because of its limited
resources.

233. With regard to the financial implications of the
plan, it was noted that, if the Council took favourable
action on his proposals. the Secretary-General hoped
that the General Assembly would accept a recommenda­
tion which would enable him to meet requests for twenty
or thirty operational experts in 1959. with a resulting
estimated cost to be borne by the regular budget in the
approximate amount of $250.000. Some delegations.
however, stated that. in their opinion. the additional cost
to the regular budget should be limited to an amount less
than $250.000 since tht' service was to be established on
a limited and experimental basis . Some doubts were also
expressed as to the feasibility of recruiting as many as
twenty or thirty experts in 1959. and the suggestion was
made that the financial estimates should therefore be
correspondingly reduced.

23·t On the recommendation of TAC, the Council
adopted a resolution (681 CXXVI)), in which, after
noting that a number of Governments had expressed
t~e desire to obtain temporary assistance of an opera­
tional or executive character from or through the United
Nations. it recommended to the General Assemblv that
the Secretary-General be authorized. on a limitec.i and
experimental basis. and as a supplement to the existing
programmes of technical assistance. but without increase
in administrative costs, to aid Governments, on request,
to obtain such services, it being understood that the duties
of the internationally recruited specialists would be tem­
porary and would include the training' of national per­
sonnel, In the resolution the Council further recom­
mended that the Secretarv-General be authorized to
assist Governments in meeting the cost of such experts
and to arrange with the Governments and the experts
the terms of employment of the latter. Finally. it recom­
mended that the Secretary-General be requested to re­
port in detail to the Council at its twenty-eighth session
on the progress of the experiment. •
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Section VII. Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance*

235. At its twenty-sixth session." the Council had
before it the report of TAC (E/3055)30 on its session
held in November and December 1957, at which the
Committee had approved the programme activities for
the forthcoming year and authorized the allocations of
funds to the participating organizations for the imple­
mentation of the approved projects."

236. The Council also had before it the annual report
of TAB to TAC (E/30803~ and Add.l ) and the report
of TAC (E/3175 po on its session in June and July 1958.
The Council noted that during that session T AC had
examined reports of TAB on: "A Forward Look"
(E/TACj74 and Add.l ), technical assistance on a pay­
ment basis (E/TACI75 and Add.l ), local costs arrange­
ments ~ ElTACI77) and allocation of administrative
and operational services costs between the regular and
the expanded programme budgets (E/TACI76). In
addition, the Committee had considered questions con­
cerning the relations between the Expanded Programme
and the Special Fund, on the basis of section D of the
report of the Preparatory Committee of the Special Fund
(E/3098) :13 which had been referred to it by the Council.
With regard to local costs arrangements, the Committee
had decided to postpone to its next session further con­
sideration of the proposals of TAB.

237. The Committee's recommendations or decisions
on the other questions mentioned above and the Council's
action on them arc described below. The Committee's
decisions on other matters such as regional and inter­
regional projects are contained in its report to the Coun­
cil (E/3175) .30

238. The Council's action on the report of the Corn­
mittee on technical assistance for narcotics control
(E/3165) 34 is dealt with in chapter VI, section III below,

GENERAL REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES

239. The Council. in resolution 698 (XXVI). noted
with satisfaction the annual report of TAn to T AC
(E/3080 and Add.1).

240. The Committee, in reviewing the Programme
implemented in 1957, had expressed satisfaction that the
steady growth of activities noted for the year 1956 had
continued in 1957 and that the Programme had reached
the highest level since 1950 in terms both of financial
contributions from Governments and of technical assist­
ance provided. As the annual report of TAB had re­
ferred to a slight decrease in the rate of payments of
contributions in 1957, the Committee emphasized the
importance for the good functioning of the Programme
that Governments should pay their pledged contributions
early in the year.

241. With regard to the type of assistance provided,
the Committee noted that the number of experts had

* The provisional agenda for the thirteenth session of the
General Assembly includes the item: "Programmes of tech­
nical assistance",

""E/TACjSR,155 to 158, 164 to 165, 170 to 175; E/..;R,1044.
00 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Tsocnty-sixtli Session, Annexes, agenda item 8,
8l Subsequently, at its twelfth session, the General Assembly

confirmed (resolution 1216 (XII)) the allocation of fu si'
the participating organizations for the 1958 programme.

32 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Tsscnty-sixtli Session, Supplement No. S.

33 Ibid. Ann ixes, agenda item 4.
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increased while the number of fellowships awarded had
declined. Although some members considered that the
decline might be temporary, concern was expressed since
it was felt that the award of fellowships represented
one of the most effective long-term means of speeding
up the development of recipient countries by enabling
them to train national personnel and to extend and de­
velop in a lasting manner the work accomplished by the
experts placed at their disposal.

242. On the recommendation of the Committee, the
Council adopted a resolution (699 (XXVI)) in which
it drew the attention of Governments benefiting by the
United Nations programmes of technical assistance to
the advantages they could obtain by making wider use
of the Icllowship facilities afforded them under those
programmes; .it also invited the participating organi~a­
tions to provide Governments, at their request, WIth
information regarding the future implementation of the
approved fellowship programmes.

243. The Committee expressed particular satisfac­
tion with the chapter of the annual report on evaluation
of the Programme, which it was felt gave a balanced
and realistic assessment of its operation. It was noted
that the evaluation had been extended in scope and depth
and included regional and inter-regional projects. More
detailed information was requested in future reports on
the extent to which experts' recommendations were im­
plemented and projects taken over by Governments. The
Committee drew the attention of recipient Governments
to the importance of providing local facilities and com­
petent counterpart personnel for the effective execution
of technical assistance projects, and expressed satisfac­
tion with the steps taken by Governments and the par­
ticipating organizations to establish or develop further
"built-in" methods of evaluating technical assistance
activities on a continuing basis.

244. Members of the Committee stated their appre­
ciation of the progress reported in regard to co-ordina­
tion by recipient Governments of activities carried out
under the Expanded Programme and under national
and other programmes, and the Committee noted meas­
ures which, in the light of past experience, the Board
considered to lead to effective co-ordination of technical
assistance activities.

245. The Committee generally felt that the more de­
tailed information presented in the annual report on the
continuing projects in the Programme served to allay
the concern expressed at previous sessions lest some
projects were being continued without adequate justifica­
tion. It was recognized, however, that constant vigilance
should be exercised to ensure that projects were not
allowed to be carried on too long.

246. The Committee noted with satisfaction the in­
crease which had taken place in the proportion of tech­
nical assistance provided in Africa. It was generally
agreed that technical assistance should be directed to
those countries and territories where the needs were
greatest. The Committee was also of the view that new
country programmes in 1959 should be restricted to those
countries and territories whose low level of economic
development made their need for technical assistance
most urgent.

247. The Committee expressed satisfaction that steps
had been taken by TAB to enable IAEA to take part in
t~~ 1959.Programme, should the Agency become a par­
ticipant 111 the Expanded Programme.

I 29

248. In the course of the discussion of the annual
report, members of the Committee expressed the view
that the country programming procedures had proved
their worth and that no radical change in them was de­
sirable. It was noted that the ACC had requested TAB
to undertake a study of those procedures. On the recom­
mendation of the Committee, which considered that the
experience gained thus far in the operation of the country
programming procedures suggested that steps might be
taken to make them even more effective, the Council
adopted a resolution (700 (XXVI)) in which it asked
the Board to remind requesting Governments of their
responsibilities under tile basic legislation of the Pro­
gramme, including continuing support and progressive
assumption of financial responsibility for the adminis­
tration of projects initiated at their request under inter­
national auspices. It requested Governments, in sub­
mitting their country programmes, to make clear, as far
as feasible, to the Board and the participating organiza­
tions, in the case of each project: (a) its relationship
to any general development plan or programme; (b) the
expected duration of the project and an indication of its
expansion or contraction over that period; (c) the objec­
tive expected to be achieved from its implementation;
and (d), where appropriate, its relationship to any other
similar or complementary project undertaken or re­
quested under another existing technical assistance pro­
gramme. The Board was requested to make a study of
the experience acquired in working under the country
programming procedures, including the exploration of
possible means of permitting a further degree of flexi­
bility in the execution of the Programme, taking into
account the views expressed and suggestions made in
T AC during the session, and to report on those matters
to T AC at its summer session in 1959.

HA FORWARD Loox"

249. Pursuant to resolution 659 B (XXIV), the
Committee had before it the comments and suggestions
made by Governments and by the Board (EjTACj74
and Add.l) on measures which would make it possible
to implement a substantially larger programme. The
Committee considered the question in the light of current
developments regarding the creation of the Special Fund.
It was agreed that the Board should keep in mind the
various suggestions put forward in the debate and in
the comments of Governments on the expansion of the
Programme. The Committee generally felt that it would
be desirable for the Council to give some guidance to
Governments on the financial requirements of both the
Expanded Programme and the proposed Special Fund
in the years immediately ahead.

250. On the recommendation of the Committee, the
Council adopted a resolution (701 (XXVI)) in which
it noted that the General Assembly had recognized that
the Expanded Programme was of proven effectiveness
in promoting the economic development of the less de­
veloped countries, and expressed its belief that, in the
light of the results so far achieved under the Pro­
gramme, a continued gradual expansion of its activities
and financial resources was desirable. The Council also
recognized that the hopes reflected in the report of TAB
entitled "A Forward Look" (Ej2885)35 could be real­
ized to a significant extent provided that the continued
gradual expansion of the Expanded Programme was not
adversely affected by the establishment of the Special
Fund and that the Special Fund was successfully in-

as Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Twenty-second Session, AllIleXeS, agenda item 8.
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itiated and that its reSOUrL'l'S were such as would enable
it to assist in carrying out proposals along the lines of
those suggestl'd in the "Forward Look". The Council
expressed the hope that the Expanded Programme for
1959 would be executed at a moderately higher level
than that of 1958 a11l1 requested the General Assembly
to encourage Governments to continue to contribute to
the Expanded Programme in amounts that would pro­
vide for the gradual expansion of the Programme.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON A PAYl.lENT BASIS

251. The Committee noted the arrangements under
which participating organizations provide technical as­
sistance on a payment basis. Governments, in comment­
ing on that form of assistance, had indicated either that
they favoured its extension or that they recognized its
usefulness in certain cases. and the Committee felt that
it represented a useful adjunct to the regular and Ex­
panded Programme activities of the organizations. It
was stressed that assistance on a payment basis was pro­
vided only at the request of Governments and in addi­
tion to the assistance furnished under the regular or
expanded programmes, and that it should in no way
interfere with, replace or impede the operations of the
Expanded Programme. The Committee asked the Board
to report on any substantial change in current arrange­
ments for the provision of such assistance, and to inform
the Committee regularly in its annual report of the scope
and nature of projects conducted on a payment basis.

ALLOCATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND OPERATIONAL
SERVICES COSTS BETWEEN REGULAR AND EXPANDED

PROGRAMME BUDGETS

252. At its session held in November and December
1957, the Committee had considered an interim report
of TAB on the question of the allocation of administra­
tive and operational services costs between regular and
Expanded Programme budgets and the comments of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions on the matter. The Committee had decided to
revert to the question at its next session on the basis of
further studies by the Board and the Advisory Com­
mittee.

253. At its session in June and July 1958, TAC had
before it a report of the Board (ElTACI76 and Add. 1)
which set forth the views and recommendations of the
governing bodies of participating organizations on the
question, the report of the Advisory Committee to the
General Assembly (A/3832) which contained the Com­
mittee's observations on various problems involved and
suggestions for the solution of some of those problems,
and the report of the Administrative Review Group of
TAC (E/TAC/L,168 and Add.l) to which the..item had
been referred for consideration.

254. The Committee recommended that, as the Ad­
visory Committee had suggested in its report to the
General Assembly, beginning with the 1959 Programme,
the svstern for the review and control of administrative
and operational services (AOS) costs and for determin­
ing allocations to the organizations should be modified,
and it set forth steps to be taken towards the long-term
solution of the question of allocating those costs between
regular and expanded programme budgets. In the
course of their debates, the Administrative Review
Group and the Committee received suggestions by the
Board and were informed of the views of participating
organizations on questions of main concern to them.

2~5. On the recommendation of the Committee, the
Council adopted a resolution (702 (XXVI)) in which,
recognizing the desirability of keeping as low as possible
the AOS costs of the Expanded Programme in order
that the maximum resources should Ill' available for
project implementation. the Council took the decisions
summarized below: it requested the participating organi­
zations to take, as soon as possible, the necessary steps
to enable the consolidation in their regular budgets of
all ADS expenses and the consolidated review of those
expenses by the legislative bodies of the participating
organizations; it asked the Board to present to T AC for
approval, at its session in November 1958, lump-sum
amounts for allocation to the participating organizations
in 1959, which amounts should not exceed and should
preferably be less than the amount allocated for 1958
towards meeting AOS costs of the Expanded Pro­
gramme. For subsequent years the 1959 ceiling would
apply unless the allocations for projects varied by more
than 10 per cent, in which case the amount for AOS
costs would be appropriately adjusted. The Council rec­
ognized that for ICAO, WMO and ITV the ceiling
would apply with some measure of flexibility. Under the
resolution, the system of lump-sum payments is to be
reconsidered if a new formula is developed to determine
the part of total AOS costs to be borne by the Expanded
Programme or if a decision is reached with respect to
the eventual assumption of those costs by the regular
budgets of the organizations.

256. With regard to the long-term disposition of the
problem, the Advisory Committee was requested (a) to
keep under review the question whether any part of the
AOS costs should be financed from the Expanded Pro­
gramme Special Account, and, if so, how that part could
be determined as a lump sum on the basis of a simple
formula; (b) to consider whether or not the regular
budgets of the participating organizations should assume
all or a specific part of the AOS costs of the Expanded
Programme, including the question of such assumption
on a progressive basis; and (c) to make appropriate
recommendations to TAC. The Council also requested
the Board to study further and report on the technical
questions involved in the development of the type of
formulas referred to under (a) and (b) above. It in­
vited the governing bodies of the participating organiza­
tions to consider formally the problem of allocation of
AOS costs between regular and expanded programme
budgets, including the questions referred to in (a.) and
(b) above, and to advise the Council in due course of
the results of such consideration.

257. The Committee decided also to continue for a
further year its Administrative Review Group to ex­
amine the estimates of the AOS costs of the TAB sec­
retariat for the year 1959. As in 1957, it requested the
assistance of the Advisory Committee in that matter.

RELATIONS BETWEEN THE EXPANDED PROGRAMME
AND THE SPECIAL FUND

258. On the basis of part D of the report of the Pre­
paratory Committee for the Special Fund (E/3098) , the
Committee considered questions concerning the relations
to be established between the Expanded Programme and
the Special Fund. Most members of the Committee felt
that its comments should be focused on specific aspects
of the future relations between the two. However, some
members of the Committee not represented on the Coun­
cil stated the position of their Governments on wider
aspects of the question of relationship. The Committee
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adopted ... resolution (Ej3175, paragraph 99) in which
it authorized the Executive Chairman of TAB to make
appropriate arrangements with the Managing-Director
of the Special Fund concerning the use of the services
of the resident representatives of TAB in the work of
the Special Fund, and invited the participating organiza­
tions to ensure the support of their field representatives
for the activities of the Special Fund. It authorized the
Executive Chairman and TAB to keep under review the
question of what changes may be required in the legis­
lation and procedures of the Expanded Programme as
nrrangements for co-operation between the two pro-

Annex

STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATlONS TO
THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMITTEES UNDER RULE 86 OF THE RULES
PROCEDURE

TWl!nty-fifth session

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Economic development of under..developedcountries-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.I011.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countries-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.101l.

World Federation of Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countries-i-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.1011.

TWl!l!ty-si.t·th SI!SSi01~

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countries-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.I037.

World Federation of Trade Unions
Economic development of under-developed countries-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.1038.

World Federation of Trade Unions
Technical assistance-Technical Assistance Committee meet­

ing: E/TAC/SR.165.

'World Federation of United Nations Associations
Economic development of under-developed countries-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.I037.

'World Veterans Federation
Economic development of under-developed countries-Plenary

meeting: E/SR.1037.
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grammes are further developed, and to make to TAC
whatever recomn.endation seemed desirable.

259. On the recommendation of TAC, the Council
adopted a resolution (703 (XXV I» in which, consider­
ing that it was important that the fullest possible degree
of co-ordination should be established and maintained
between the operations of the Special Fund and those of
the Expanded Programme. it resolved that, subject to
the decision by the General Assembly to establish the
Special Fund, the Managing-Director or his representa­
tive should be entitled to attend the meetings of TAB
and to participate without vote in the Board's deliber­
ations.

\Vorld Veterans Federation
Technical assistance-Technical Assistance Committee meet­

ing: E/TAC/SR.173.

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA­

TIONS UNDER RULE 85 OF THE RULES PROCEDURE

Ttocnty-sixth. scssiow

International Organization for Standardization
Technical assistance-NGO Committee mec-ing : E/C.2/

SR.174.

International Road Federation
Economic development of under-developed countries-NGO

Committee meeting: E/C.2/SR.174.

Pax Romana
Economic development of under-developer! countries-NGO

Committee meeting: E/C.2/SR.174.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

TO THE COUNCIL

International Chamber of Commerce
E/C.2/492. National exploitation and full utilization of the

living resources of the sea.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
E/C.2/496. Economic conditions in Non-Self-Governing

Territories.

World Federation of Trade Unions
E/C.2/498. Economic conditions in Non-Self-Governing

Territories.

Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America
E/C.2/503. Report and recommendations of the Preparatory

Committee for the Special Fund.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
E/C.2/511. Economic development of under-developed

countries.
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nomic Commission for Africa (ECA) and unanimously
adopted a resolution (671 (XXV)) setting up the Com­
mission and defining its terms of reference. The resolu­
tion requested the Secretary-General to call the first ses­
sion of the Commission not later than the end of 1958,
and he has since decided to convene the session on 29
December 1958 at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

265. During' its discussion, the Council had before it
a draft resolution (E/L.7S()2 and Rev.1) submitted by
the representative of the Sudan, which incorporated
draft terms of reference for the Commission proposed
by eight African Member States (E/3093),2 several
amendments proposed to the draft resolution (E/L.781
to 783) ,2and a communication from the United Kingdom
(I:/3095)2 also containing draft terms of reference. It
also had before it a note by the Secretary-General
(E/3052) outlining certain questions relating to the
establishment and development of regional economic
commissions. In addition, the Council received invita­
tions from five Member States (E/3086 and. Add.1) to
establish the headquarters of the Commission in their
respective countries.

266. At the Council's invitation, the representatives
of ten States non-members of the Council participated
in the debate. The Council also heard statements from
several non-governmental organizations.

267. Many of the provisions of the terms of refer­
ence of the Commission as defined in Council resolution
671 (XXV) are similar to those of the other three
regional commissions. Discussion of those provisions
which were the subject of Council debate is summarized
below.

268. The functions of the Commission) as defined in
its terms of reference, are for the most part similar to
those of ECAFE and ECLA, one of the main differences
being that in the terms of reference of ECA specific
provision is rrr.de for dealing with the social aspects of
economic development. In the draft terms of reference
submitted by the representative of the Sudan, the pro­
motion of social development was included among the
objectives of the Commission together with economic
development. In support of that, several members of the
Council emphasized the difficulty of drawing a line be­
tween economic and social factors with regard to the
problems of many societies in Africa. They pointed out
that the existing regional commissions included in their
work programmes certain studies of social problems and
that social affairs divisions had been established in the
secretariats of ECAFE and ECLA. Some other mem­
bers considered it undesirable to include a separate ref­
erence to social matters, and particularly to do so in a
way which would put t.iem on a par with economic mat­
ters in the terms d reference. They preferred j 0 adhere
to the formulation in the terms of reference of the exist­
ing regional economic commissions, which had satisfied

2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
T~eJenty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda item 6.
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260. The Council devoted attention at both its
twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth sessions to the regional
economic commissions, whose work was generally com­
mended; the value of regional activities within the world­
wide framework of action in the economic field was
emphaslzed on several occasions.

261. In response to General Assembly resolution
1155 (XII), the Council, at its twenty-fifth session,
established the Economic Commission for Africa. At its
twenty-sixth session it considered the reports of ECE,
ECAFE and ECLA.

262. While continuing its work on th general eco­
nomic advancement of the region, ECAFE has made
considerable strides in furthering the development of
the lower Mekong River basin for the benefit of the
popuIations of the four riparian countries. The Com­
mission's concern about the slow growth of trade within
and from the region was partly expressed in its decision
to hold intra-region...l trade talks, on an experimental
basis, among the member countries of the region. For
its part, ECLA has devoted increasing attention to the
creation of a regional common market with a system of
multilateral payments; progress has been made towards
that goal during the past year. The Commission has also
given particular consideration to the programme for the
economic integration of the Central American countries
which has culminated in the signing of a Multilateral
Free Trade and Economic Integration Treaty and an
Agreement 011 industrial integration. The ECE has con­
tinued to serve as a forum for all-European co-operation
in a wide field of economic subjects. It has, in particular,
adopted resolutions concerning energy problems in
Europe, water pollution control problems and increased
intra-regional and inter-regional co-operation.

263. The Council's action in regard to the establish­
ment of ECA is described in paragraphs 264 to 277
below, The work of ECE, ECAFE and ECLA is de­
scribed briefly in paragraphs 278 to 363. An account of
the Council's debate on the reports of the Commissions
is given in paragraphs 364 to 375. Questions concerning
the programmes of work and priorities of the Commis­
sions, which were considered by the Council in con­
nexion with the general review of the development and
co-ordination of the economic, social and human rights
programmes and activities of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies as a whole, are dealt with in
chapter VIII, paragraph 562 of this report. A descrip­
tion of the regional economic surveys, which the Counc'I
discussed in conjunction with the World Economic Swr­
very) 19';7, is contained in chapter II.

Section I. Establishment of the Economic
Commission for Mrica

264. In response to General Assembly resolution
1155 (XII), the Council, at its twenty-fifth session,
considere(ll the question of the establishment of an Eco-

1 E/SR.l004 to 1009, 1017 and 1018.
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the needs of other regions without preventing the Com­
missions from embarking on activities in such fields as
population, housing and community development. After
discussion, the Council agreed that the Commission
should be authorized to deal, as appropriate, with the
social aspects of economic development and with the
interrelationship of economic and social factors.

269. As regards the membership of tile Commission,
in the draft submitLed by the representative of the Sudan
it was suggested that membership should be open to:
African Members of the United Nations ; countries
which are responsible for the international relations of
territories in Africa; the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America ;" and that
the Council might admit as a member of the Commission
any territory, or part or group of territories, within the
geographical scope of the Commission, which has become
responsible for its own international relations and which
itself presents its application to the Council through the
Commission. At the suggestion of some members, the
Council agreed that all countries to which membership
in the Commission was open should be included in a
single list. The Council also decided that States members
of the Commission which ceased to have any territorial
responsibilities in Africa would cease to be members of
the Commission.

270. Views were divided on whether the member­
ship should be open to the Soviet Union and the United
States 0: America. Representatives who favoured the
inclusion of those two Powers considered that it would
~trengthen the Commission and assist it in carrying out
Its task; they recalled that the countries in question were
members of other regional commissions and referred to
their vast economic power and technical knowledge.
Other members, however, considered that countries
which had no direct responsibilities in Africa should not
be called upon to join the Commission, whose composi­
t~on shoul~ be decided on the basis of geographical loca­
tion and direct interest. The representative of the United
States, while appreciating the suggestion that it should
b~com~ a member ~f the Commission and assuring the
Council that the United States would make its contribu­
tion to the well-being of the African peoples, felt that the
membership should be limited to independent countries
of Africa and the metropolitan countries with respon­
sibility for African territories, if the Commission were
not to be burdened by the introdur.tion of elements of
political conflict and economic controversy into its work.
The representative of the USSR felt that participation
by the Soviet Union in the Commission's work would
s.erve the interests of the region and promote interna­
tional economic co-operation-an important factor for
strengthenin~international peace and security. He could
not agree WIth the argument that participation of the
great Powers might inject political elements and asked
why that consideration had not applied in the case of
ECE and ECAFE. He would have no objection to simi­
l~r par~icipationby the United States. Finally, the Coun­
CIl decided not to open membership in the Commission
to the United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

271. In so far as voting in the Commission was con­
cerned, it vyas proposec:!. in the draft submitted by the
representative of the Sudan that independent States
members of the Commission, other than African States,

3 One of the African countries had some reservations rezard­
ing .this clause (see Official Records of the Econ01llir o and
SOCial Council, Twenty-fifth Session, Annexes, agenda ; •.:'E 6
document E/3093). '

shoul? ~s a general r1;11e refrain from using their votes in
?Pposltlon t? econ~mlcproposals predominantly concern­
111g the region which had the support of a majority of
the independent countries of the region. It was pointed
out that such a provision was similar to that in the Lahore
Agreement, which had been arrived at as a result of
experi~nce in ECAFE and had the approval of the
Council. Other members felt that African countries and
other countries having responsibilities in Africa should
have the same rights, and, at the conclusion of the dis­
cussion of the matter', the Council so agreed. In agreeing
to that decision, the representative of the Sudan stated
that the eight African States for whom he was speaking
had been influenced by the experience of ECAFE and
relied on the Administering Powers to bear in mind the
position of the African Powers when the Commission
voted on purely Afncan issues. The representatives of
the United Kingdom and of France explained the man­
ner in which their Governments intended to undertake
their responsibilities in the Commission in so far as vot­
ing was concerned, in the light both of their obligations
to d~penden~ territories and o~ their desire to respect
the views of independent States 111 matters which affected
only those States."

2?2. As regards associate membership, the Council
d~cI~ed that any ter~itory,or part or group of territories,
within the geographical scope of the Commission's work
n;ight, on presentation of its application to the Commis­
sion by the member responsible for its international rela­
tions, be admitted by the Commission as an associate
member. It also agreed that representatives of associate
~nembers should be entitled to participate without vote
111 all .m~et111gs of the C~mmission, whether sitting as
commission or as committee of the whole. Opinions
differed, however, on whether associate members should
be elig:ibl.e to ~ote in any subsidiary bodies which the
CommISSIOn might set up. On the one hand, it was pro­
p.osed that such voting rights should be granted to asso­
cla~e members or:ly in the light of experience and when
their representation had proved itself of real value to
the various territories. Attention was also drawn to the
!act th~t the number of Non-Self-Governing Territories
111 Afnca was far greater than it had ever been in Asia
and the Far East. On the other hand, it was argued that
the terms. of reference s~ould prov~d~ for voting rights
for associate members 111 all subsidiary bodies of the
Commission, and it was pointed out that such an arrange­
ment had worked well in the case of ECAFE. The word­
ing ~nally agreed upon by the Council provided that
associate members should be eligible to be appointed as
mel;11bers. of any committee or other subordinate body
which might be set up by the Commission and to hold
offi~" in such bodies. In presenting the revised draft,
which was approved, the representative of the Sudan
pointed out that it made representatives of associate
members eligible to hold office in bodies set up by the
Commission, as did ECLA's terms of reference. The
representative. of the United Kingdom expressed the
beltef that, as 111 the case of ECAFE, associate members
I:aving been given the right to hold office, would have th~
ng~t to vot~ all those rare occasions when the subsidiary
bodies, which were essentially technical in character,
found it necessary to take a vote.

273. The question was raised whether an African
country which has become responsible for its own inter­
national relations but has not become a Member of the
United Nations should be eligible for membership or

• See EjSR.1004.
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cordance with the principles approved by the Council for
that purpose.

2ii. As n'g-anls the hradquartcrs of flit' COli/mis­
sion, the Council received invitations frum the Govern­
nu-ius of Ethiopia, Ghana. l\lorocco am! the Sudan
(E/30~(i) and from the Govermncnt of the United Arab
Republic (E 30~(1!Add.l ) to establish the headquarters
in their respective countries. 111 its resolution (171
~XXV) the Council decided that the site of the head­
quarters tl i the Commission sliould be located in Africa
and should lie dedlkt! hv the Council in consultation
with the Secretarv-t icncrul. :\ Iter hearing a statement
by the representative of the Sccretary-Gcncrnl, and
after considering a proposal to defer a decision 011 the
site until the twcntv-sixth session, the Council, 011

2 :\lay 1l).5~, tlel'itleti to establish the headquarters of
the Commission at Addis Ababa, The terms of refer­
ence of the Commission provide that the Commission
may in due course also establish such sub-regional
offices as it may find necessary.

Relations u,,'th specialised agencies, other
intcr-qoucrnmcntal orqanicatlons and

non-qoocrmnental orqanisations

278. As indicated in the annual report of ECE
(E/3092) ,6 the co-operation of the Commission, its
subsidiary bodies and the secretariat with the specialized
agencies was maintained. Working relations were estab­
lished between the secretariat and the staff of the Inter­
national Atomic Energy AGency. Co-operation with the
ILO continued, especially on nuestions of manpower,
timber, transport and statistics, Systematic co-op-radon
with the FAO was maintained principally through the
joint FAOjECE Agriculture and Timber Divisions.
There was also active co-operation between FAO and
the secretariat in the study of water pollution control
problems in Europe, as well as in the field of statistics.
The secretariat followed the work of UNESCO on
the legal and economic aspects of peaceful co-operation,
and UNESCO participated in the work of the Confer­
ence of European Statisticians. Co-operation was main­
tained with \VI-IQ in ~he study of water pollution
control problems, in tr.uisport questions and in the
problem of automation. Moreover, WHO followed the
work of the Committee on Electric Power on hydro­
electric potential, and assisted the secretariat in an
inquiry concerning precipitation data. The secretariat
maintained its usual relations with the Fund and the
Bank on matters of research and kept the Bank in­
formed on all projects of economic development arising
from the work of the committees, On matters of trade
and commercial policy contacts with the secretariat
of ICITO were continued.

270. Informal contacts at the secretariat level were
maintained with a number of inter-governmental bodies
outside the United Nations family.

280. Many international non-governmental organi­
zations in all categories continued to co-operate actively
with the s ccretariat and the Commission's subsidiary
bodies.

Section Il. Reports of the regional
economic commissions
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associate membership oi the Commission. I n the I 'nitcd
Kingdom draft terms of refvrcnce, ass,)ci;:h' membership
was provided for such a country. In the draft terms of
reference submitted by the rl'presc:ltatin' of the ~udall,

such a countrv could apply ior membership in the Com­
mission. TIll' l.utvr pro\"isioll was aJopk,1 by the l 'ouncil.

27·[, TIll' Council, at its twent v-iifth session, under
the terms of paragraph 7 of its resolution 071 :\ ~ XXV)
t'stablishillg the Conuuission, admitted as associate mem­
bel'S of the Commission the following seven ter-ritories,
without prejudice to applications which might Ill' prc­
sented on behalf of other territories : till' Federation of
Nigerin, liambia, Kenva and Zanzibar, ~ier!'a Leone,
SOlna!iland Protectorate. Tungany.ka, Ugunda. In part
H of the same resolution, the Council, n'eognizing" the
necessity for ensuring' complete co-operation between the
Governments of the territories concerned. the GO\'l'rJI­

merits responsible for the conduct of international rela­
tions of those territories, and the Commission. requested
the Gr}W1'111l1l'nts of countries to which membership in
the Commission was open to complete as soon as pos­
sible the initial list of associate members in paragraph 7
of the Commission's terms of reference for admission
hv the Council not later than at its twcntv-sixth session.
i~t its twenty-sixth session," the Council recei ved an
application (i~j3152) for associate membership on be­
half of the Trust Territorv of Somalia. The Council
admitted that territory as :in associate member of the
Commission and decided to defer further consideration
of the initial list of associate members until its resumed
session in December 1958.

275. The Council also considered the question of the
Commission's relations toith other intcr-oorrrnnicntal
orqanications. In line with its own practice and that of
the existing regional commission:" the terms of refer­
ence of EC\ provide for the maintenance of necessary
liaison and relations with other organs of the United
Nations and with the specialized ag-encies. They also
provide that the Commission shall establish appropriate
liaison and co-operation with other regional economic
commissions in accordance with the resolutions and
directives of the Council and of the General Assemblv.
Finally, they provide that ECA may establish such liai­
son as it deem!' appropriate with inter-governmental
organizations in Africa operating in the same field.

2i6. The draft terms of reference submitted by the
representative of the Sudan provided that the Commis­
sion should make arranqcmcnts for consultation with
non-qorcrntncntal orqanicaiions which had been granted
consultative status by the Council for that purpose, and
with such other non-governmental organizations in
Africa which it deemed valuable to its work. It was
pointed out that the proposal was based not only on the
terms of reference of the other regional commissions
but also on a study of their practices which were of long
standing and had been noted by the Council every year.
Some members of the Council, however, felt that the
terms of reference of ECA should provide for consulta­
tion only with non-governmental organizations which
had been granted consultative status by the Council.
After discussion, the provision finally adopted by the
Council. and which is similar to those in the terms of
reference of the other regional commissions, stated that
the Commission shall make arrangements for consulta­
tion with non-governmental organizations which have
been granted consultative status by the Council, in ac-

• EjSR,1042,



r ":;l~';iO;'S under paragraph 10 of the
Commission's terms of reference

281. Experts. f;om ~he eastern ~Ol~e ?f Ger,tl1.any

'

continued to participate m the Commission s subsidiary
organs in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Corn-

• mission's terms of reference.
282. At the thirteenth session of the Commission

several delegations raised anew the question of the
representation of the German Democratic Republic in
the Commission, observing that the denial to that
country of the right to representation was hampering

. the Commission's work. Other delegations reaffirmed
I. their opposition to any change in the legal status of the
, eastern zone of Germany in ECE and in the arrange­

ments for its participation in the Commission's work.

:1:..
I
h

' ..,

Gas

291. The ad hoc Working Party on Gas Problems
concentrated its activities on a few particularly im­
portant problems, such as the flexibility of the gas
industry, studying them from the point of view of
both consumer and producer. Problems relating to
natural gas were also considered, including problems
concerning liquefying, transportmg and regasifying
natural gas and the possible markets in Europe for
liquefied gas. The legal aspects of protection for in­
ternational gas pipelines and of underground storage
were also examined.

Electric Power

292. The Committee on Electric Power kept the
development of the electric power situation under re­
view and continued to investigate new possibilities for
electric power exchanges between countries of central
and south-eastern Europe. Pursuing the study of the
prospects of reducing construction costs of hydro
power stations and the effect of mechanization in that
field, the Committee initiated an inquiry on earthwork,
concreting and excavation. Following work on the
determination of gross mean hydro-electric potential
in Europe on a common basis, arrangements were

Coal

289. The Coal Committee made a preliminary sur­
vey of the long-term problems in regard to the develop­
ment of the coal industry and trade in Europe. Particu­
lar attention was given to coal production problems,
and procedures for exchanging information on those
matters were adopted. The comparability of investment
statistics in the coal industry was studied. The Coal
Trade Sub-Committee continued the periodic examina­
tion of short-term marketing problems. Progress was
made with the drawing-up of general conditions for the
import and export of solid fuels.

290. The Utilization Working Party continued to
study low- and medium-temperature carbonization and
the proper utilization of low-grade solid fuel. The
Classification Working Party reached preliminary
agreement on an international classification system for
brown coals and lignites and continued its efforts to
work out a suitable classification system for high­
temperature hard-coal coke.

Agriculture

288. The Committee on Agricultural Problems con­
tinued to exchange information on changes in agricul­
tural policy and other developments. It considered the
short-term market outlook for several major agricul­
tural products and decided to have the factors affecting
demand for principal foodstuffs studied by a group of
experts. The work of the Committee's subsidiary bodies
on standardization of perishable foodstuffs, on the
establishment of standard conditions for sale for certain
agricultural products and on problems associated with
the mechanization of agriculture was continued.

remained open for interested countries to revert to the
question later, if they deemed it desirable.

287. Some of the principal activities of the subsidi­
ary bodies of the Commission, which are discussed at
greater length in the Commission's report (E/3092),
are briefly referred to below:
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7 See chapter I'I, paras. 87 to 94.
B See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty·-fourth Session, Sttpplemmt No. 6, Part Ill.

Principal activities

283. The Commission, at its thirteenth session, re­
viewed the activities of its subsidiary bodies and of
the secretariat and approved its programme of work
and priorities for 1958-1959. In so doing, it paid close
attention to Council resolutions 664 (XXIV) and
665 (XXIV).

284. The Commission reviewed the economic situa­
tion in Europe on the basis of the Economic Survey
of Europe in 1957 (E/ECE/317).7

285. The Commission adopted a number of resolu­
tions on such questions as the implementation of its
resolution on an All-European Agreement on Economic
Co-operation ;" the study of problems relating to eco­
nomic, technical and scientific documentation; the devel­
opment of contacts between countries participating in
the work of the Commission; the preparation of a
report on plastics and synthetic fibres; further study
of the problems of the productivity of labour and of
water pollution control. The Commission requested the
Executive Secretary to inform it at its fourteenth ses
sion of the progress in the field of regional co-operation
in the economic aspects of the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy in so jar as it was of interest and concern to
the Commission. It requested the Council, in examining
the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, to
take account of the requests of European countries in­
terested in receiving assistance under the Programme.
The Commission requested its appropriate subsidiary
bodies and the secretariat to consider the suggestion
made in the report of its Special Meeting of Govern­
ment Experts on Energy Problems. The Commission
considered that it would be helpful to develop trade
in equipment for light industry and industries produc­
ing artificial and synthetic raw materials for consumer
goods. It recommended that new suggestions for speci­
fic methods of expanding mutually advantageous Euro­
pean trade should be studied at the next meeting of
the Committee on the Development of Trade.

286. With regard to the consideration of the USSR
proposal concerning the convening of a conference of
ministers of member countries on international trade,
the Chairman of the Commission concluded that, while
many delegations were in favour of the principle un­
derlying the proposal, some considered that the time
was not yet ripe for such a meeting, and some were not
prepared to take a final position on the matter. The way

I
I
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llI;lIh' ill!' lilt' issiu- lIi an iutvruatiounl map slhl\\'illg' Ihl'
distriluuiou lIi th.u ll\'tl'lIlial. :\klhllds of uni Ionulv
dl'llTllIillillg I'Xploit.ibk- 11\ .lr» l'kcl ri" n's"lIrrrs wcrv
also ,..tu-lied. Further rl'pprls on rural l'k·;tritic.llipll
\HTl' ,Ill"pll'd, TI\l' stu.lv svu.lic.u« sl'l lip to implvuu-nt
pl'llj""ts cst.ihlislu«! hv "y,'l1gl'11'Xll\lrl"" i"I' 11\l' cxport
I,i ch'\'lrl" P"\\,,,. trom Yllg"s!a\'ia c"lIlimll'd its \I'dllli·
,,;11 ill\'\',"iig;lli,llls ,'11 the lirsl Sdll'lI\l' sdl"'lcd fill' at
ten I i,'11.

l!"IISjll~'

:'l3. The I 1.'lIsillg l\'lIllllittl'l' n'\'il'\\'l'll major cur­
rent ,k\'l'1,II'lIh'lIls an.l Pl'lISPI'l"tS ill tilt' tiel.l 11\' hou-iiu;
1111 tlu- h.1"lS ,1\' a survcv prl'pan'd bv the SI'ITI'lariat.
It ,"lllsidlTl',l tlu- i,'nllll!ati,'1I 'Ii houscbuil.lim; pro­
gr.1I11l1l1'S .uu] housim; 1lI;\ll,lgI'1l11'1l1 .uul r-x.uuincd prol»
Ictus "i till,lllI'illg. It als,l dl"'id"d t,1 uu.k-rtnl« a corn­
prl'l\l'lIsi\'I' ill\'\'stigati"11 "i rural Ih'l\Sillg,

:,)1. '\"Irk cont inucd on till' prl'll;lrali"1l lli ;1 rl'\ll'rt
"'1 g,Wl'rllllll'1l1 tCdllli,';11 p"li,'iI'S, with l'arli"lIlar rd'­
1'1'1'111'1' 11' rl'dlwillg lilt' ,',1s1 Ili house coustruction.
l~.Ipl,,'rkurs ;lpp,'illll',1 1\\ tl1\' l\11111I1itt,,1' 11I11krl"llk
all illqlli1'\' I'll thl' IIlili"ati"1l "i spa,'I' ill ('IIITI'lIt tYpl'S
"f d\\'l'llillgs, TI1\' l\'llllllitll'I' ,k"idl',1 h' h"hl all "d h,'"
1l1\'l'tillg I:' ("'Ilsi,kr \\'hat a,'li"11 (',llIld hI' lakl'l1 Il\"
l;"H'i'lIl1\l'l1ts 1,1 pr"1111'11' allll a,'('l'1l'ratl' thl' pra,'lkal
;ll'pli,;lb'lI,'i sl;l1hbrdi:ali"11 ;lIl1ll1hllllllar ,',Hll'llil1ati"11
allll t" I'X,llllil1\' its I'tt"IYt 1111 tradl' ill huihlillg 1II:1Il'rials
:\1111 ,','IIII,,1111'l1ls,

2')3, .\~ part "i ils I'jr,'l1~ 11' l'l'I111111tl' all-Furll1""an
""-"jxTati"11 ,Ill Il'dllli,\\l qlll'Slil ll1S rdatil1g' tll 11I1usl'­
('\'l1stnh,ti"I1, tl1\' l"'lI1111it tl'(, agn'l',l lln a 111I1g-ll'rlll
l'r,'gT;\lIllll,' "i grl'ul' \'isit~ h" .IilrlTl'l1t ""I111tri('~, It
l'llll,'rsl'(l a .I",'Ulll('l1tati,'n l'l'I,gT:\111I111' i,'r tIll' l'l'g11!ar
,listrihuti,'n "f I('dmil'al lit('ratul'l\ hihli,lgTaphkal il1­
{,'nn:lti,)11 alll! lllal('rial (','lw('rl1il1g' 11l,tlsil1g ;\1111 huihl­
111'" ",,'rkl',! ,'ut I1\' IhI' 111!t'ruatil1l1a1 l '<'l1n";l f,lr Huihl­
il1~ 1::'I'SI';\1'<'11, ::'ttldl"s and D",'lllil"lltati,'n,

2'\" .\,'Ii\'itil's ",ithin till' fr:1111"\\"I'rk of thl' 111­
I]uslry an,l :'1all'ri;lls C,'llllllilt,'(' \\"1'1',' ,'arri",l 11tlt I)\'
thl' ,;:,' i;s \\','rking' l'arti('s ,)11 C,)11tra,'t l'I~".,ti,'"s in
Elh::i11I''tTi11 >.:,' ;<1111 ,'11 .\gTkultural :'1achinl'r\'. \\"ilh till'
;lsS~St:111l'1' ~'f Ihl' s,','r'darial. tw,) g,',",'rnm,'ntal rap­
l .....'rteurs e"11ti11111'<1 with the pn'parati,m I)f a n'plll't on
the 1',',)l1,'mi,' iml'li"ali,)n~ ,)f autl)mati,)n in the rl'g'il1n,

Inland tr-,msj',lrf

2°;-, Thl' ]nlan,! Tr:ll1spt)rt Committee discussed
tl1l' ;,eti,)n 11) ho.. laken unlkr Ct'UlKil rest)lution {,4S G
I X::\.111\ e()l1e"TIling the Ir:msport ,)f dangerous g',ods.
The Cl1mmitl"t' expressed its supp'lrt. iu prindple, of
the Systf111 w,wked l;ut hy th,' l'nited Xations Commit­
tt't' c:f Expt'rts, while noting tbat l....ertaiI~ qu('stions still
ga\'e riSt' to diffi·~u1ties, The EUr')l'ean .-\gTeemeIlt c,)n­
(,t'TIling Ill\' Internatil)nal TranSIX)rt of Dangerous
Guod,-: by Road ",as ,-:i~lffi by nine countries on 13
Dt'c't'mbe~ 19S7, An Af,'T"t'me'11t on Road Markings
,,"a,-: also ('oncluded. The repre,-:entatiye of the nine
c,_'untrie,-: "'hose railway administrations make up the
"El"ROT'" wagoIJ l'()oi signed a convention designed
1(> facilitate the rt'pair of wagons. An agreement estab­
lishing unifonn standards ")f approYal for motor-

• See C'56al R ..c,'rds (If th .. G"71,ral Ass,-mNJ, TtlJlh S,'s­
S'i(l'~,. ...\U.tt,\"',nrnt ;.Y D. 3.. para...".36.
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vehich- :Il'I'I'SSlIri,'S of spl'l'ilil' tvpcs, and providing" for
~hl' l'l't'ogllili'ln ill 1I111' countrv lIf approval marks g'i\'l'n
111 .mothcr rouutrv, \\'as IIpl'lIl'l1 Ior sigllattlr,' in March
II)';~. Thnx- new svmhuls for 1"0\\11 sig-lIs to hI' used
throuchout FlIrop" \\'('1',' approvccl, The text of nnuex
I1 III tlu- 11):'0 Il('darali,llI dl'lillillg 111\' vhurucu-ristics
Iksirahk Ior tlu- 111:1ill iuu-ru.uioual tratlic arteries in
relation 1<1 tlu- Iranir tlu-v carrv was revised.

,21)~, \\'ith rrg'ard III w.ucrwav», prllgrl'SS was ma<1,'
with tlu- prepnr.u iou of the drnft ("'llY(,1IIiI1l1 1111 the
rontr.u-t illr the ,,;\niagl' of gllods a1l11 that rl'1atitlg
1,1 tlu- uuitic.uiou IIf cert.rin rules \'oll"I'rnillg collisions
ill inland lI;l\·igati'1\l. .\ n's"lllthlll was :\llopll'd on the
st.uul.u-diznt iun o f tlu- sig'nalling sv-tcm ou inland
w.ucrwav« nu.l work has hl'gllll on crnf't 1'ii.~nals awl
on tlu- uniric.u ion of vcrtain rules of tlu- nJ:\l1 al111
on nu.liturv 1'iigllals.

2')\). Tlu- i'Il'l1l ill wh]..h till' n'sl'lt1'i of the 1l)S5
<'I'IlSIlS of traffic ou m.iin intvruatiounl ;\rlt'ril'~ should lu­
published \\as agrl',',1 upon 011111 tlu- holdiiu; of a
situilar ,'l'nsus ill 1l)(I() was reconuncndcd. :\s a result
of Sllldil's llIadl' h\' tl\l' l'(1llllllitt",,, S,'\'I'1"1I l'ollntril's
h:\\'" <'I';lsl',1 Itl rl'quir,' a \1\' "UStOIIIS dOCllllII'nts ior
tl1l' Il'llIl11'ra1'\' illlportatillll oi \'('hit'ks for pri\"atl' USI',
TtI\' l'PllIlIliltl'l' pl1l'stll'd its ~tudil's lln l'lI-ol"llination
(li 1~'ansl','rt, larilrs and ('Psis :lwl ,IU till' illlpnl\TllII'nt
oi "l'rtain typl'S of rail tr:ln~port l'quipnll'nl.

300, .\ group PI' I'xl1('rts {'llnshkl'I'II l'l"\l\'isipll~ con­
t,,'ruing' tIll' IIIat"rial tls"d i01" IIIaking palll'!s whill'
:\ltlltlll'r grlltlp i~ l'ollll'ariug \"arious l'olllhilll'd tmn~port

nll'tl1Pds il'l1I11 thl' tt'd1l1kal :lnll l'('llllllmk point~ of
\'il'\\".

.illllll'e'·"'''''

3tH, :\s thI' Cllllllllitll'l' I)n 1\[anpo\\,('r n'mailll'll in­
pp,'rat i\'l', t hI' lnll'rnat ipnal Lahour Onit'l' transmittell
a 1'1'1'111'1 on ma lIpllWl'r proh1l'lIl~ in Europl' in 19S7 to
thl' l\lnllllis~ipn at its thirtl','nth ~l'ssion.

.\'t",,{

,~02, Thl' Sh'd l\l\1uuittl'{' rl'\'ll'wl'd fl'atun'~ of the
s\t'd markl'! in ,'ash'rn and western Europe rl'~pl'cti\"dy,

indmling indirl'ct l'xp"rt~. raw materials and trt'nd~

in till' main ~"l'lors l)f ,1l'Ill:mll for ~tec1, on tl1\' ha~is

ni a sur\'ey hy thl' sl'cn'tariat, aIllI l'xamined the scrap
situati(1n :\1111 its implicatilllls fpr the long-it'nu policy
(1 i tl1l' \\'l'stem Enrllpl'an steel indu~tr\", H.eport~ on
Rl1ihcl1.\'s Ill/d St,,'{ I E/ECEI296) HI anli on ":\dvances
in Sted Tl'chnology in ll)SIl" l E/ECEI30S) werl'
isst1l'll. :\ cl'mprl'hl'nsi\'(' inquiry on the long-It'nu
pn'slwcts oi the Enrope,m steel industry wa~ startl'd,
The CI)Jlunittt'e continued to prOIllOll' all-European
c,)-operation on technical questions relating to steel.

Timber

.:;CH. The Timber Committee rl'viewed developments
in the European timber markets in 1957 and made an
appraisal of the pro~Pl'Cts for 1958. It considered a
tirst draft of experts' reports ou the Europe<ln harl!­
"'ood situation and also dist'ussed various problcms of
wood utilization and espec;ally the economic aspects
of its trends. The Committee recommended that prior­
ity be giyen to a study of trends in wood consumption
in packaging as the next sector study in the series,

10 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.ILE.3. I
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30·t The Joint FAO/ECE Committee on Forest
,\'orkillg 'l\'l'illliqut's and Training 0 f Forest ,\'orkers
continued to ex.uuim- technical questions throngh the
medium of spt'l'ializl'11 study groups and expert rap­
por!l'Ill'~, T~ll' II.() is in~'n'asill~b' l'oIlahoratin~ in the
work of this hod\' awl, III particular, has continued to
sponsor « fdlt lw~hip sl'llt'm(' for forest rv inst ructors,
1':x.-l I;' 111-:1' visits and studv tours have hccn organized,
The I,.int F..\<. )1El'I': "\lrking Party on Forest and
Fon'~1 l 'roducts :-;tatistics was requested 11\' the Coni­
miltl'l' to rompletc its mandate.

30::;. Tln- ~odl't Union introduced a proposal for
a draft all-Europcau agn'I'llll'nt on scientific, technical
ami erollolllk collnhora tion in till' t imher industrv. A
prol'edure was agreL'LI U!l! In ~or :urther con~il1L'ration
of till' propos;t! at the ( omnuttve s next session.

]J,',,'('/(I/,lIImt (If trade

3th .. \t its sixth session, the Committee on the
Devclopnu-nt of Trade rvviewcrl the development of
intru-Europcan and espl'l'ially east-west trade. Refer­
I'lll'l' was made to tlu- m't'd for eliminating or over­
1'( lllling various t ra.k- barriers and other problems. The
l'Ollllllittl'l' took note of tlu- results of the first two
quurtcrlv operations of the multilateral compensation
procedures arrang-ed in accordance with its previous
rccouunen.lation...\ Consultation of Experts on Multi­
lun-ral Conux-nsat ion was held in conjunction with the
Committee's sixth session.

307. The Committee discussed matters connected
with intcrnatioual tnule fairs and technical shows, and
took note of progress reports on arbitration and the
stnndardizatiun of g'eneral conditions of salc : it re­
quested that the secretariat explore the improvement
which could he brought about in the development of
intra-Europcau trade as regards insurance. The Fifth
Consultat ion 1\ f Experts 011 East-'Vest Trade was held
in conjunction with the Committee's sixth session,

308. It was envisaged that the Committee would
discuss, at its next session, the economic consequences
of the establishment of the European Economic Corn­
mun ity, In formntiou and suggestions that interested
l-;o\'t'rtl1l1t'nts mig-ht suhmit to the Secrl'tariat on the
suhjeet \vould 1)(' sum1l1arized for consideration by the
Committee. During the thirteenth session of the Com­
missinll, represeutatiws of countries participating in
the Et1l'opean Economic Com111unity welcomed the
opport unity to consider the qUt'stion at the Committee's
next sessill\l. ~everal delegations proposed that the
C0111mittt'e should also study the effects upon east-west
trade of otl1l'1' efforts to achieve economic integration
on a suh-regional basis in Europe.

30C>. The Committee took note of the secretariat's
intention to include in its publications studies of the pos­
sibilities of fadlitating European, and particularly east­
west, tralk. The C0111mittee requested the secretariat
in making such studies to bear in mind the information
which difFerent countries might wish to fumish.

Ecollolllic dC'l'c!o/,mcllt of southern Ellro/,{'

310. A number of projects relating to Commission
resolution 7 (XI) 11 were carried forward by ECE com­
mittees. The Committee 011 Electric Power continued
work on the scheme for exporting electrk power fr0111

11 SI'\' Official Rccords of the Ecollomic alld Social COllllcil.
7'7.('I'IIf,I'-SCCOlld Sessioll. Supplcmcllt No. 6, part HI.

Yugoslavia and on the possibilities of electric power
excluuun-s lx-twcr-n the countries of central and south­
vastern Europe. The I Iousiiur Committee dealt with the
housing- problems of less industrialized countries. The
lnl.uul Transport Committee heard an account of steps
being taken hy Greece, Italy, Turkev and Yugoslavia
to dist'tlss ways of improving- certain highwavs of inter­
national importance. Problems of the steel industry in
southern Europe were discussed by the Steel C0111mit­
It'1'' The consideration of foreign trade problems of
south-eastern European countries was included in the
agl'nda of the sixth session of the Committee on the
Development of Trade. On the sugg-estion of the Con­
fercnce 0 I' Europenn ~tatisticians a seminar on indus­
trial statistics was held in <. irccce in :\Iay Jll5i.

St« tistics

,H 1. TIlt' Conference of European Statisticians con­
siderl'll inter alia the reports of its working groups on
censuses of population and housing, agricultural cen­
suses a1\(I surveys. general economic censuses, and data­
processing electronic machines; the reports of its ex­
pert groUph on the classification of persons hy social
and economi« characteristics, and on capital formation
and consumption: reports bv rapporteurs on the co­
ordination of censuses, statistics of savings. seasonal
and similar adjustments and discrepancies between
import and export figures: reports hy the international
org-anizations concerned on statistics of agricultural
prices, international comparisons of real wag-cs, family
budget inquiries, wages and related elements of labour
cost in European industry, transport statistics for coal.
iron and steel and scrap, and on national accounts and
related subjccts : ami reports hy the secretariat on
current indicators of private and current government
expenditures, systems of national accounts in European
countries, statistics of deliveries, stocks and consump­
tion of steel and 011 statistical activities carried out
under the programmes of the various committees of the
Commission.

ECO~OlIfIC COllf:llISSION FOR ASIA AND THE F'\R EAST

Ndatiolls 'lC'ith s/'cciali::cd agellcies. other illter­
gO'l'(']'JllIIclltal orllalli:.:atiolls alld 'IIon­

gm'crlllllclltal orgall i:.:atiollS

312. As indieated in its annual report (E/3102)/2
EC\FE and its suhsidiary organs increased their
co-operation with specialized agencies and other
inter-goowrnmental and non-governmental organi­
zations operating in the region. Close working
relations with FAO continued through the joint
ECAFE/FAO Agricultural Division, through joint
studies 011 timber trends, joint meetings such as
those of the 'Vorking Party on Economic Development
amI Planning, the FAO/ECAFE Centre on Policies
to Support and Stabilize Agricultural Prices and In­
comes in Asia and the Far East, the Conference of
Asian Statisticians, and the contribution of papers to
e1.ch other's meetings. The ILO, the Fund, the Bank,
ITU, FAO, UNESCO, WHO, WMO, ICAO and
GATT participated in the meetings of a number of
subsidiary bodies of the Commission. Co-operation with
the ILO' continued on problems of manpower, smalI­
scale and handicraft industries, safety in operations of

'" Official Reco/'ds of tlz,' Economic alld Social COllllcil,
7'wCllty-si.t"th Sessioll, Supplelllcllt No. 2.
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railways and training of diesel marine mechanics. Co­
operation with UNESCO covered the social aspects
of industrialization, productivity, electrification, small­
scale industries and preparations for the convening of
a Seminar on Regional Planning. Assistance was
offered bv ITU in connexion with studies of telecom­
munications problems and the convening of a Working
Partv on Telecommunications. Close working- relations
were maintained with the GATT secretariat on the
possible impact of the European Common Market on
the trade of the region. Liaison relations were estab­
lished between the secretariat of the Commission and
the 1AE:\. \Vorking relations were strengthened with
the Consultative Committee for Co-operative Economic
Development in South and South-East Asia (Colombo
Plan). and with the Bureau for Technical Co-operation
of the Council for Technical Co-operation in South
and South-East Asia. The International Chamber of
Commerce, the International Organization for Stand­
ardization, the International Geological Congress and
the World Veterans' Federation assisted the ECAFE
secretariat in implementing respectively projects con­
cerning trade, standardization, the preparation of a
regional geological map, and land settlement.

Membership of the Commission

313. The Federation of Malava became a member
of the Commission as a consequence of its admission
as a Member of the United Nations.

314. The Commission, at i.ts fourteenth session,
unanimously adoprerl a resolution (26 ~ XI V)) recom­
mending that the Council approve the inclusion of Iran
within the geographical scope of the Commission and
the admission of that country as a member of the
Commission. Several members of the Commission,
however, expressed the view that any further extension
of its geographical scope would require the most care­
ful consideration, having regard to the need for effi­
ciency in the work of the Commission and to other
criteria.

Principal actioities

315. The Commission considered the problem of
increasing deficits in trade and payments, worsening
terms of trade, especially the falling prices of several
major primary exports, and the continuing decline in
the region's percentage share of the world's exports.
It decided to hold, on an experimental basis, intra­
regional trade promotion talks confined to Governments
of members and associate members of the Commission
in the region.

316. It adopted a programme of work which con­
centrated on regional and long-term aspects of economic
development, industrialization, population problems and
the development of resources in accordance with Coun­
cil resolution 664 (XXIV), and it once again endorsed
the policy of "streamlining" its work programme.

Economic development and planning

317. The Commission endorsed the report of the
third session of the Working Party on Economic
Development and Planning, which had devoted special
attention to the problems of agricultural development
and planning in relation to the economy as a whole, and
especially to industrialization. The Working Party had
stressed the shortage of trained personnel and of
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essential statistics, and the inadequacy of techniques of
production which were limiting factors in the planning
of the agricultural development of the region. The
Commission emphasized the importance of improving
land tenure' legislation, rural credit and market facili­
ties, and of obtaining the co-operation of farmers in
carrying out agricultural plans and policies. It decided
that. at its fourth session, the Working Partv should
deal with problems of industrialization in relation to
economic development and planning as a whole, and,
at its fifth session, with the problems of balanced eco­
nomic and social development emphasized in General
Assembly resolution 1161 (XII).

Trade

318. The Commission endorsed the report of the
Committee on Trade which, at its first session, had
reviewed the current trade developments and policies
and import and export licensing procedures. It discussed
the possible impact of the European Common Market
on the trade of the countries of the region in the light
of the study carried out by GATT and statements
submitted by several Governments in the region as well
as some of the Governments members of the European
Economic Community. It welcomed the assurance given
by the latter that the legitimate economic interests of
third countries would be safeguarded, in accordance
with articles 18 and 110 of the Rome Treaty.

319. The Committee decided to pay special attention
to trade in mineral and mineral products at its next
session. to hold regional seminars on trade promotion
in 1959 in Japan and in 1960 in India, and to convene
a Working Party on Customs Administration, in co­
operation with the secretariats of GATT and the
Customs Co-operation Council.

320. Noting the concern of a number of delegations
as to the possible effects of the European Common
Market on the economy of the countries of the region,
the Commission decided to keep the developments re­
sulting from its establishment under review.

Industry and natural resources

321. The Committee on Industry and Trade, at its
tenth session, endorsed the seventh report of the Sub­
Committee on Iron and Steel, which had emphasized
the importance of carrying out studies on the demand
for iron and steel products, and of establishing light
transforming industries, or assembly plants, as a first
step in the creation of an iron and steel industry.
The report had also stressed the need to ascertain
the technical and economic suitability of new processes
of iron and steel production to the conditions of the
region and the role of standardization, pilot-plant tests,
trained personnel and international and intraregional co­
operation.

322. A study tour of Asian iron and steel experts
to Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Sweden and the United Kingdom was organized by
T AA and ECAFE in co-operation with ECE.

323. The Committee endorsed the fifth report of
the Working Party on Small-Scale Industries and
Handicraft Marketing, which had examined the techni­
cal and economic aspects of the leather industry. The
Committee reviewed the action taken by Governments
to implement the Working Party's previous recommen­
dations for developing small-scale industries. It found
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that both the large-scale and small-scale sectors of the
industry could be so developed as to become comple­
mental")'. It decided to consider at its next session the
problems of the fruit and food canning and preserv­
ing industry.

324. In approving the sixth report of the Sub­
Committee on Electric Power, the Committee empha­
sized the need to study the techniques of forecasting
power demand. The Sub-Committee, through a working
party of experts, had examined the various methods of
assessing hydro-electric potencials. The Committee de­
cided to make an integrated study of both fuel and
power resources and demands of countries of the re­
gion. It also decided to convene, in co-operation with
FAO, a working party on the use of wood poles for
rural electrification. It expressed appreciation of the
Secretary-General's report on Economic Applications of
Atomic Energy - Power Generation and Agricultural
Uses (E/3005)13 and emphasized the need to provide
facilities for training technical personnel.

325. The Committee endorsed the third report of
the Working Party of Senior Geologists on the Prepa­
ration of Regional Geological and Mineral Maps for
Asia and the Far East and noted that the regional
("eological map would be completed before the end of
1958. It recommended the commencement of work on
the mineral map.

326. The Sub-Committee on Mineral Resources
Development, at its third session, devoted special atten­
tion to mining legislation, conservation, trade, explora­
tion, aerial surveys, prospecting for radio-active min­
erals, training of personnel and the compilation of
adequate statistics on minerals. The Committee decided
to convene a working party of experts on mining legis­
lation and a seminar on aerial surveys. It approved the
agenda for the Symposium on the Development of
Petroleum Resources in Asia and the Far East to be
convened in 1958 and recommended that a study tour
of mining experts be made in Canada and the United
States of America.

327. The Commission suggested that the countries
of the region should co-operate with a view to creating
a wider market, making possible the economies of large­
scale production. It widened the terms of reference of
the Working Party of Senior Geologists on the Prepa­
ration of Regional Geological and Mineral Maps for
Asia and the Far East to include other aspects of
geological surveying.

Inland transport

328. The Inland Transport Committee, at its sev­
enth session, reviewed the work of its Sub-Committee
and the secretariat and paid particular attention to the
problems of co-ordination of inland transport, statistical
evaluation of the performance of transport systems,
and the mechanization of accounts in transport under­
takings.

329. An ad hoc W orking Party on Inland Ports
examined the design and structures and administrative
and financial problems of the operation of inland ports
and their development. The Inland Waterway Sub­
Committee decided to bear in mind the studies on sea­
ports and ocean shipping in the region by various
international and non-governmental organizations be­
fore it undertook the follow-up work recommended

18 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.II.B.2.

by the ad hoc Working Part)'. It noted that the uniform
system of buoys and shore marks for inland waterways
in Asia and the Far East had already been introduced
in eleven countries of the region, and decided to for­
mulate recommendations on standard dimensions for
at least one class of waterways which would serve as
a regional standard for navigable waterways of in­
ternational importance.

330. The Railway Sub-Committee, at its fifth ses­
sion, paid special attention to the technical and economic
aspects of railway transportation, including the opera­
tion and maintenance of diesel locomotives, the eco­
nomic utilization of rolling stock, measures for improv­
ing workshop techniques and safety in railway
working. It decided to continue co-operation with
FAO on the standardization and preservation of
wooden sleepers, as suggested by the Asia Pacific
Forestry Commission at its fourth session. It noted
that the Government of Pakistan had assumed respon­
sibility for operating the Training Centre for Railway
Operating and Signalling Officials, but that the Centre
would continue to maintain its regional character.

331. A Seminar on Highway Safety considered the
administrative and technical aspects of safety on high­
ways. It recommended that traffic study weeks be held
in the major cities of the region and that manuals of
highway safety be prepared, in co-operation with
UNESCO, for inclusion in the curriculum of schools
nd colleges. A Seminar on Low-Cost Roads and Soil
Stabilization was also convened.

332. The Commission decided to change the title of
the Inland Transport Committee to "Inland Transport
and Communications Committee" and to convene a
joint ECAFEIITU Working Party on Telecommuni­
cations. In view of the need for the Committee and
its subsidiary bodies to reorient their work and to
concentrate on major economic problems of transport
and communications, the Commission felt that it was
essential to establish regional technical institutes for
research on technological problems relating to railways,
highways, inland waterways, and telecommunications,

Flood control and water resources development

333, The Commission noted that the Govermnents
of Cambodia, Laos, the Republic of Viet-Nam and
Thailand had established a Committee for Co-ordina­
tion of Investigations of the Lower Mekong Basin,
serviced by the ECAFE secretariat. A United Nations
Survey Mission carried out extensive field investiga­
tions and recommended a five-year programme of
studies and investigations aimed at the initiation of
preliminary planning of the principal projects on the
main river (TAA/AFE/3). The Commission adopted
a resolution (25 (XIV)) which urged the United
Nations to give high priority to that project when the
Special Fund was set up, and requested the Executive
Secretary to assist the Committee for Co-ordination
in implementing the programme of investigations. It ex­
pressed appreciation of the financial contributions by
the Governments of France, New Zealand and the
United States of America, and the readiness of the
Governments of Burma and Japan to provide other
forms of assistance in carrying out the Mekong project.

334. The third Regional Technical Conference on
Water Resources Development reviewed progress in
the countries of the region in developing the water re­
sources, and made recommendations on technical and
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organizational aspects of planning and construction,
The Conference discussed the relative advantages of
manual labour as against machines, and of gowrtlment
agencies as against private contracting firms in the
construction of projects.

335. The Commission decided to convene a Work­
ing Party on Earth-Moving Operations in the ECAFE
region in co-operation with the Bureau of Economic
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat. in relation
to the work on capital intensity in engineering construe­
tion under Council resolutions S9i (XXI) and 618
(XXII). It also decided to organize a joint ECAFEI
\V1\10 seminar on various aspects of hydrologic obser­
vation and data. It emphasized the importance of the
assessment of ground water supply and of snow-fed
discharge.

Food and agriculture

336. The Commission reviewed the activities of the
joint EC\FE/FAO Agriculture Division. It empha­
sized the importance of the extension of services in
farm planning and management, and of an e-hauge
of experience among the countries of the region in
regard to agricultural development planning. It decided
to merge the proposed study on the roil' of expanded
self-help measures in economic development with that
on the role of village communities in agricultural
development.

Statistics and other research,

337. The Commission approved the report of the
first session of the Conference of Asian Statisticians,
and recommended that Governments of the region
should participate in the co-ordinated programme of
World Censuses of Population (including housing)
and of Agriculture for 1960 developed jointly by the
United Nations and FAO. It noted that a training
centre for census officials was being organized in 1958
jointly by the United Nations and FAO. It also empha­
sized the importance of encouraging the use of samp­
linz methods, training and statistics for planning and
de~elopment, as a part of the continuing work of the
secretariat.

338. The Commission, endorsing the report o~ the
Second Workshop on Problems of Budget Reclassifica­
tion and Management, noted that that work was of
particular significance in the formulation of go:rern­
ment policies and the understanding by the public ~~
how Governments were raising and spending public
funds. It decided that the Workshop should subse­
quently consider the subject of performance budgeting.

Social affairs

339. An exploratory study of social expenditure in
India was undertaken by the ECAFE secretariat in
co-operation with the Bureau of Social Affairs and
the Bureau of Economic Affairs at Headquarters. As
requested by the Council in its resolution 663 B
(XXIV), the Commission considered the Report on a
Co-ordinated Policy regarding Family Levels of Living
(ST/SOA/34)H and noted that the Working Party
on Economic Development and Planning in 1959 would
examine the question of balanced economic and social
development.

1< United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.IV.7.
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Technical assistance actit..itics

340. The Commission noted with appreciation the
reports submitted by T AA and the secretariat of TAB,
and hoped that the Members of the United Nations
would continue to supply funds to the Expanded Pro­
gramme of Technical Assistance on an increasing" scale
and on a regular basis to meet the g-rowing needs of
the region. It called for the strengthening of national
training institutions and the establishment of regional
training and research institutions. It noted the increas­
ing exchange of technical knowledge. expert- and
trainees among the countries of the region. It awaited
with interest the establishment of the United Nations
Special Fund, and hoped that it would play an import­
ant role in meeting the requirements of the region in
regard to surveys, and to training, research and servic­
ing institutions, and pilot plants.

Advisor-) services

341. The ECAFE secretariat continued to render
advisory services, in co-operation with the specialized
agencies, TAA and the resident representatives of TAB
in the countries of the region. Such services related to
the iron and. steel industry, statistics, standardization,
shipping freight, wind power, lignite and peat, and the
provision of technical information on prospecting for
radio-active mineral deposits.

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA

Relations with specialised aqcncies, other inter­
qouernmcntol orqanicaiions and non-qouernmental

orqanications

342. As indicated in its annual report (E/3091),15
ECLA and its secretariat continued to maintain close
relations with the specialized agercies and other organi­
zations concerned with the economic problems of Latin
America. A new agreement was signed with FAO in
connexion with the Joint ECLA/FAO programme.
The ILO, FAO, UNESCO and ICAO all collabo­
rated with the Central American Economic Integration
Programme under the auspices of ECLA. An expert
was provided by WMO to participate in the Joint
ECLA/TAA study of the integrated development of
water resources in Latin America. Contacts were also
established on that project with FAO, WHO and
UNESCO. Close relations were maintained and i'1­
formation exchanged with the Fund and the Bai.k.
Relations were established with the International
Atomic Energy Agency and an ECLA staff member
participated in the IAEA mission to Latin America.
The Commission continued to co-operate closely with
the Inter-American Economic and Social Council. Dur­
ing the period under review, the Committee on Co-ordi­
nation between ECLA and IA-ECOSOC held two
meetings. Representatives of the specialized agencies,
of IA-ECOSOC and of non-governmental organiza­
tions attended .he meetings of the Committee of the
Whole and of subsidiary oodies of the Commission.

Principal activities

343. The sixth session of the Committee of the
Whole of the Commission was held on 7 and 8 April
1958 at Santiago, Chile. The Committee adopted a
resolution in connexion with the tenth anniversary

,. Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Tsoenty-sixtli Session, SuPPlement No. 4.
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of the Commission, which was celebrated in March
1958. Other resolutions dealt with the Central Ameri­
can economic ir d!ration programme, technical assist­
ance, the Latin American regional market, collaboration
of workers' organizations with ECLA, the 1960 census
of the Americas and the United Nations building in
Santiago.

344. In reviewing the 1958-1959 work programme,
the Committee of the Whole decided to continue, sub­
ject to slight modifications, the basic programme of
work laid down by the Commission at its seventh ses­
sion." At that session the Commission had deleted
seventeen projects so as to enable the secretariat to
concentrate its resources on projects directly related
to the objectives outlined by the Council.

Regional market programme

345. Studies related to the preparation of the
regional market project for Latin America, initiated
pursuant to resolutions 3 (I) of the Trade Committee
and 115 (VII) and 116 (VII) of the Commission,
attracted growing attention from the members of the
Commission.

346. The first session of the Working Group of
Experts on the Regional Market was held at Santiago
111 February 1958. The members of the Working
Group, who \vere selected because of their experience
and their prestige throughout Latin America, acted in
their personal capacities.

347. In considering the problems related to the
creation of a regional market, the Working Group
discussed several means of bringing about the gradual
and progressive integration of markets, and took ac­
count of the effect that the regional market would
have on different categories of goods, such as capital
and consumer goods, agricultural commodities, raw
materials and intermediate products. Suggestions were
made concerning suitable methods for preventing the
excessive concentration of industries in a few centres
that offered attractive conditions. The desirability of
making it advantageous for the smaller and less devel­
oped countries in the region to join the regional market
were also borne in mind. The question of a reg-ional
balance of payments was considered and alternative
ideas were put forward on possible co-operative action
to ensure that the competitive position of products
exported to the regional market was not affected by
disequilibria in the balance of payments of the member
countries. The important role of a multilateral pay­
ments and credit system and the need to finance regional
development were also considered.

348. The Working Group indicated in its report
(E/CN.12/C.l/WG.2/6 Rev.l) the bases on which
the Latin American regional market might be estab­
lished and on which it should be possible to formulate
specific proposals. It decided to hold a further session
towards the end of 1958 when it would consider any
such proposals with a view to submitting them to the
Trade Committee and to the Commission.

349. Preparations were also being made for the
second session of the Central Banks Working- Group
which was to deal with the elimination of obstacles to
trade and the introduction of a multilateral payments
system. In that connexion the exchange systems, quan­
titative restrictions and other factors hindering and

:llI Ibid., Twenty-fourth Session, Supplement No. 8, part VI.

restricting trade were being analysed. A comparative
study of tariff classifications and nomenclatures was
also being prepared with a view to establishing- a
standard tariff nomenclature for all of Latin America,
as had already been done in Central America, and to
determining the level of incidence of customs duties in
each of the countries selected for study. Problems re­
lating to industries within a prospective regional market
and the future demand for industrial and other prod­
ucts in Latin America were also being- analysed.

350. The Committee of the Whole discussed the
progress of the Trade Committee's work, the findings
of the first meeting of the Working Group on the
Regional Market and the preparations for the second
session of the Central Banks Working Group. The
Committee was generally of the opinion that the re­
gionalmarkets project was perhaps the most important
of the plans that were being carried out by the Com­
mission.

Central American Intcgration Programme

351. During the period. under review activities
under the Central American Integration Programme
were primarily directed towards the .;igning- of the
Central American Multilateral Free Trade and Eco­
nomic Integration Treaty and the Agreement on Cen­
tral American Integration Industries, as well as to the
establishment of machinery and methods for imple­
menting those instruments upon their coming into
effect. Considerable progress was also made in other
aspects of the Programme, particularly as regards the
regulation of road traffic, the planning of road con­
struction work, the integration of specific industries,
agricultural development, electrification and the co­
ordination of statistical information. A start was made
in new fields such as housing, building materials and
town planning. The Central American Research Insti­
tute for Industry, created under the Programme in
1956, and the Advanced School of Public Administra­
tion for Central America, which has been functioning
since 1954, continued their activities.

352. The Central American Multilateral Free Trade
and Economic Integration Treaty and the Al;ceement
on Central American Integration Industries were signed
i}J the participating Governments at the fifth session
of the Central American Economic Co-operation Com­
mittee, held in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, from 3 to 10
June 1958. The Treaty provides for the free trade in
Central America of a considerable number of agricul­
tural and industrial products originating in the coun­
tries concerned. The Agreement establishes the general
criteria under which, through subsequent agreements
an10ng the Governments concerned, certain industries
unable to operate without access to the Central Ameri­
can Common Market can be developed and so located as
to promote the industrial growth of all countries in the
area; the products of the industrial plants established
under the Agreement will enjoy free trade within the
region. The signing of the two treaties thus completed
the first stage of studies and preparation for the crea­
tion of the Central American Common Market.

353. The Central Anr-rican Trade Sub-Committee
held its first meeting on the implementation phase of
the Programme and it adopted a study on methods of
computing import duties for comparative purposes. It
considered procedures for the equalization of customs
tariffs and recommended various measures designed to
facilitate negotiations for the gradual establishment
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of the common tariff system provided for in the Central
American Multilateral Free Trade and Economic Inte­
gration Treaty. Work in that field will be carried on by
the Sub-Committee until such time as its functions are
taken over by the Central American Trade Commis­
sion to be established under article XVIII of the
Treaty.

354. The Central American and Panamanian Traf­
fic Authorities held their second session in October
1957 to consider methods of simplifying- and unifying­
traffic regulations in Central America. Subsequently,
at the fifth session of the Economic Co-operation Com­
mittee, the Central American Agreements on Road
Signs and Road Traffic were formally sig-ned and a
Sub-Committee on Transport was established. Ques­
tions of housing, construction materials and building'
industries were discussed at a meeting- held in San
Jose, Costa Rica, in November 1957. At the same time
a meeting of Central American electric power officials
was held to discuss the status of the electric power
industry in the area and its prospects of development.
The Economic Co-operation Committee, at its fifth
session, approved the reports of those two meeting-s and
created Sub-Committees on Housing- and Electric
Power to deal with these aspects of the integ-ration
programme on a continuing basis.

355. The Committee of the Whole noted 'with satis­
faction the work carried out under the Central Ameri­
can Integration Programme.

Economic development

356. Work on long-term economic development
trends and problems was continued in a number of
countries, in pursuance of the relevant resolutions of
the Commission and requests by Governments. A study
on the economic development of Argentina is being­
prepared. Studies on the economic development of
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Honduras and Panama are
being carried out in close collaboration with technicians
of the Governments concerned. An analysis of the
evolution and prospects of the international banana
market, undertaken by the secretariat, will be published
in the Economic Bulletin for Latin America (vol. Ill,
No. 2) . Work on a study of fiscal policy and its effects
on economic development is proceeding- with a case
study on Chile, which is to p~'ovi~e a met~:lOd th~t
will be of use to other countnes m analyzing their
problems.

357. In addition to the annual ECLA/TAA train­
ing programme at Santiago, intens~ve courses: on eco­
nomic development were held at RlO de Ja1;e1rO, Bra­
zil and Caracas, Venezuela. Fourteen trainees from
various countries of the region participated in the
regular programme; the intensive courses at Rio de
Janeiro and Caracas were each attended by more than
80 persons.

Industrial development

358. The study of the industrial development of
Feru undertaken at the request of the Government
of that country, is nearing completion. It will contain
a zeneral review of the evolution of the Peruvian

l:> d'economy an 1tS prospects.
359. The first phase of a study on th~ m?tor vehicle

industry in Brazil was completed. It 1S intended to
extend the study to other countries as part of the work
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of the secretariat in connexion with the Latin American
regional market. With respect to the regional market,
studies are being prepared on the capital goods and the
chemical industries.

360. The ECLA/FAO/TAA Pulp and Paper Ad­
visory Group completed its field work in Peru and
revised the study of the pulp and paper situation in
Argentina. The group also visited Brazil to collect
material for a study on the prospects for the pulp and
paper industry of that country, to be carried out jointly
with the Economic Development Council (Conselho do
Desenvolvimento Economico).

Energy and water resources

361. In accordance with the relevant resolutions of
the Commission, the secretariat is conducting a survey
of water resources and their uses, both current and
future, in Latin America. The purpose of the survey
is to appraise existing- information on available water
resources and to obtain some indication of their possible
use for such purposes as irrigation, energy, population
and industrial supplies.

Agriculture

362. The ECLA/FAO programme centred mainly
on coffee studies. Surveys for Colombia and El Salva­
dor were completed, and a survey for Brazil was started
in December 1957. A study on live-stock, designed to
ascertain the reasons for the low rate of development
of live-stock prodt, .tion in Latin America, is in pro­
gress, and an analysis is being made of existing- data
relating to Argentina and Chile. A summary of the
report on wheat production in Brazil was published in
the Economic Bulletin for Latin America (vol. II,
No. 1) and the full report was issued at the end of
1957. The Mexico Office of ECLA is preparing- a
study on the relationship of irrigation programmes to
the growth of agricultural production in Mexico.

Technical assistance activities

363. The ECLA secretariat maintained its collabo­
ration with the T AA offices in Santiago and Mexico
City. In addition to the country programmes for Argen­
tina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Peru, there
are several regional projects in connexion with which
mutual benefits have been derived from the decentrali­
zation of technical assistance activities. They include the
Central American Economic Integration Prog-ramme,
the survey of water resources, the ECLAIFAO/TAA
Pulp and Paper Advisory Group and the ECLA/TAA
Economic Development Training Programme. The
Committee of the Whole considered that the close co­
operation between the secretariat, especially between
the Economic Development and the Industrial Develop­
ment and Mining Divisions, and T AA had been ex­
tremely valuable. The Committee, in its resolution 144
(AC.4D) , endorsed the hope expressed by.the. Latin
American Governments that the decentralization of
T AA would be put on a permanent basis as soon as
possible.

DISCUSSION IN THE COUNCIL

364. The reports of ECE (E/3092) , ECAFE
(E/3102) and ECLA (E/3091) were presented to ~he
Council at its twenty-sixth session by the Executive
Secretaries of the commissions concerned, who referred
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in their statements to the main developments in the
activities of the commissions and their secretariats.

365. Members of the Council who spoke ill the de­
bate" were unanimous III considering that the regional
economic commissions were among the most valuable
of the United Nations bodies, and that they had con­
tinued to develop activities of great importance to the
expansion of economic co-operation and to the eco­
nomic development of their respective regions. The
experience acquired by their secretariats helped to en­
sure a high level of efficiency and competence in their
work. In that counexion several members referred with
appreciation to the concentration of the activities of
the commissions - particularly of ECE - on impor­
tant problems, in compliance with the guiding principles
established by the Council.

366. Several delegations emphasized the value of
the services rendered to the European countries by ECE
in broadening the scope of economic co-operation, in
particular by activities which promoted mutual knowl­
edge and exchange of information between countries
of eastern and western Europe. Some delegations saw
an opportunity for further expansion of those activities
and considered that the Commission should concentrate
especially on three basic problems, namely, trade, energy
and productivity, while continuing its other work. Some
other delegations stated that ECE provided an excel­
lent forum for an exchange of views and exoerience
between countries with different economic systems and
policies, although few aspect~ ?f th~ Commission's 'Y?rk
remained unaffected by political differences prevailing
in Europe. In the circumstances, the Commission's
record was one of considerable achievement.

367, Many members of the Council noted the cele­
bration bv ECLA of the tenth anniversary of its
establishment and pointed to the pioneering work of
the Commission in the past decade, ECLA had created
an awareness in Latin America of the importance of
economic development and of the necessity for planned
development. It had made a significant contribution to
the analysis of economic development problems, to the
formulation of national and international measures to
promote such development, and to the understanding of
the relationship between development and the level and
terms of international as well as intra-regional trade,
Many delegations placed among ECLA's most impor­
tant activities those aimed at developing the Latin Amer­
ican Common Market and welcomed the signing in June
1958 of the Central American Multilateral Free Trade
and Economic Integration Treaty and of the Agreement
on Central American Integration Industries, which
created a foundation for the Central American Com­
mon Market. In that connexion some delegations con­
sidered that a common market, whether in Latin
America, Europe or elsewhere, should be so conceived
as to prevent further division of the world economy
into compartments and to avoid additional discrimina­
tion in matters of trade. Others stated that intra­
regional trade in Latin America had not been ade­
quately developed in the past, th~t it su~ered fro!?
protective measures and was mainly earned. on ~1­
laterally; a regional market would be esta1;Jl!shed I!l
Latin America on a multilateral and competitive baSIS
within the area.

368. There was considerable discussion of the
ECLA recommendation (resolution 144 (ACAO)) that

17 EjAC.6jSR,239 to 242; EjSR,1029 and 1032.

decentralization of the United Nations Technical As­
sistance Administration to ECLA offices in Snntiago
and Mexico City be made permanent as 500n as pos­
sible. Several delegations, who concurred in that recom­
mendation, considered that since the decentralization
had been effected the quality of the technical assistance
rendered to Latin American countries had improved on
account of the contribution which the EeLA secretariat
was able to make on the basis of its experience in the
problems of economic development in the region. Some
other delegations advocated caution in placing the
experiment on a permanent basis and pointed out that,
while it undoubtedly had advantages from the sub­
stantive point of view, it had some administrative
drawbacks. They felt that the Secretary-General should
study the problem further and that no decision should
be taken until he had made final recommendations,
There was general agreement, however, that the special
attention of the Secretary-General should be drawn to
the resolution ECLA had adopted in connexion with
the report which he had been asked to prepare under
Council resolution 664 (XXIV); some delegations
stated that the Secretary-General should also bear
ECLA's recommendation in mind in any report which
he might submit on the subject to the General Assembly,

369, Members of the Council were in agreement
about the great value of the activities of ECAFE to
its members and associate members. Several delega­
tions considered that the Commission's work in the
field of industry and natural resources was developing
most satisfactorily with increasing concentration on
problems of key importance to economic development
m Asia. They commended the activities of the Working­
Party on Economic Development and Planning- and
look-ed forward to the forthcoming meeting on in­
dustrialization.

370. Several representatives agreed that the con­
vening in 1958 of intra-regional trade consultations ­
after three years of debate on the subject in the Com­
mission - had demonstrated a growing awareness in
Asia of the need for economic co-operation. It was
pointed out that large deficits in the trade of Asian
countries, which resulted from unfavourable export
trends, especially during the period of recession, and
from the growing need for imports for development
purposes, had influenced the Commission in adopting
a resolution (23 (XIV)) on intra-regional trade pro­
motion talks, Concern was also expressed at the possible
adverse effect of the European Economic Community
on the trade of Asian countries as well as on the trade
of other under-developed countries.

371. Members of the Council were unanimous in
considering the activities of ECAFE in connexion with
the development of the Lower Mekong Basin an out­
standing example of successful international co-opera­
tion, the value of which was appreciated not only in
Asia but by the international community as a whole,
Several members commended the establishment by the
riparian countries of the Committee for Co-ordination
of Investigations of the Lower Mekong Basin. Some
members pointed out that the Mekong project was
assisted financially not only through the Expanded
Programme of Technical Assistance but also directly
by an increasing number of Members of the United
Nations. Activities in connexion with the project had
markedly increased the responsibilities of the ECAFE
secretariat.
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372. The members of the Council welcomed the
recommendation of ECAFE that Iran be admitted as
a member of the Commission and included in its geo­
graphic scope.

. 373. The Council paid considerable attention to a
SIX'power proposal (E/L.797 and Add.l ) I~ to amend
the tenus of reference of ECE, EC:\FE and ECLA
in line with the Council's decision regarding those of
ECA. so as to include the social aspects of economic
development and the inter-relationship of economic
and social factors. It also considered an amendment
~ El .-\C.bIL.207 ) I' to the proposal, designed to include
1ll the terms of reference of the three commissions a
provision (also similar to that in the terms of reference
of EC:\) on co-operation and liaison between the
regional economic commissions.

3i4. Many members pointed out that it was impos­
sible to ignore the social aspects of economic develop­
ment and that, in fact, the regional commissions, in the
course of their activities, were currently dealing, as
appropriate, with problems of a social character; more­
over, social affairs divisions hall been established in
the secretariats of ECAFE and ECLA, Some other
members doubted the need for legislative action since
the existing terms of reference of the commissions in
question had not prevented them from dealing with the
social aspects of economic development; they consid­
ered the case of Africa to be a special one in view of
the role of social problems at the present stage of
development in many parts of Africa, and saw no need
for uniformity between the terms of reference of the
various regional commissions. It was also suggested
that ECE, ECAFE and ECLA should be given a
chance to express their views on the amendment of
instruments on the basis of which they had so success-

lS See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Tsccnty-sixtb Session, Allllc.n·s, agenda item 2 (b).
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fully developed their activities. Similar points of view
were expressed by several delegations with regard to
the ,Proposal concerning co-operation and liaison among
regl~nal comnussions, although some representatives
considered tILt amendment a logical consequence of the
approval of the terms of reference of ECA, pointing
~>lIt that the CO-~ll>eration and liaison in question, by
Its very nature. involved not oniv one but all regional
commissions. The Council decided that it should not
pronounce itsei f on such matters until it had consulted
the rt'giOl~al.commissions. Accordingly it referred to
the comnnssions concerned the proposed amendments
to their terms of reference for their consideration and
advice.

375. At the conclusion of the debate the Council
adopted a resolution ~Gi~ (XXV!) ) in ~\'hidl it took
note of the annual reports of ECE ECAFE and
ECL..\ and endorsed the programme~ of work and
priorities .induded therein. With regard to ECAFE,
the Council noted with satisfaction the activities aimed
at the development of the Lower Mekong Basin and
amended the Commission's terms of reference to in­
du.de Iran in its membership and geographic scope.
WIth regard to ECL.-\, the Council considered it desir­
able, ~r.ldually and progressively, to establish a Latin
American regional market on 'multilateral and com­
petitive bases; it also took note of the work on Central
Ame:ican economic integration and, in particular, of
the signature of the Central American Multilateral Free
Trade and Economic Integration Treaty and of the
Agreement on the Central American Integration In­
dustries. Finally, the Council, considering that the
decentralization of the United Nations Technical As­
sistance Administration had had the effect of improving
the technical assistance programme in Latin America,
r~quested the Secretary-General to pay special atten­
tion to ECLA resolution 144 (ACAO) in preparing
his report on the subject.

World Federation of Trade Unions
Consideration of the establishment of an Economic Com­

mission for Africa-Plenary meeting: E/SR.l005.

World Federation of United Nations Associations
Consideration of the establishment of an Economic Com­

mission for Africa-Plenary meeting: E/SR.1006.

VVRITTEN STATE:lIENTS BY NON-GO\"ERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE F,\R EAST

'World Federation of Trade Unions
E/CN:1l/NGO/20. Reoprt of the Working Party on Eco­

normc Development and Planning.

World Veterans Federation
E/CN.ll/NGO/21. Economic situation in Asia.

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
E/CN.11./NGO/22. Economic situation in Asia.

World Federation of Trade Unions
E/CN.ll/NGO/23 and Corr.1. Economic situation in Asia.
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Section I. National food reserves

376. Pursuant to ( unciI resolution 621 (XXII)
and General fssembl) resolution 1025 (XI) and in
accordance with previous arrangements,' the Council,
at its twenty-sixth session, consideredt a report entitled
National Food Reserve Policies in Under-developed
Countries (E/3139)3 submitted to it on behalf of the
Director-General of FAO. The report dealt with the
functions served by food reserves generally and by
national food reserves in particular. It also included
C3..!:>e studies of food reserves in India and Pakistan
as well as a note on stock policies and price stabiliza­
tion in five Central American countries.

377. During the discussion, a number of delegations
referred to the consideration that had been given over
a long period to the question of the establishment of
a world food reserve, and expressed satisfaction that
a realistic approach to the question was now being
made by the examination of the matter of national
food reserves. Such reserves would, ir addition to
relieving emergency situations and counteracting price
fluctuations, assist economic development by helping
to mitigate inflationary pressures resulting- from in­
creased consumer demand consequent upon economic
expansion.

378. Particular attention was drawn to the value of
national reserves in countries in which agricultural
production was especially important and where, as a
result of distance or transport difficulties, a considerable
time was required to obtain supplies from abroad. At
the same time it was pointed out that those countries
usually lacked the financial resources necessary to
embark on the establishment of reserves. The exist­
ence of surplus stocks of food in some exporting coun­
tries was considered by some delegations to provide
a basis for the creation of such national reserves. In
that connexion, however, attention was drawn to the
desirability of avoiding interference with the normal
flow of trade.

379. On the basis of the FAO report, it was con­
sidered both possible and desirable to proceed with the
use of surplus foodstuffs to build national reserves, to
be operated in accordance with FAO's internationally
agreed principles for surplus disposal.

380. The Council accordingly adopted a resolution
(685 (XXVI)) commending the FAO for its useful
report and agreeing broadly with its conclusions. It
recommended i:hat individual Governments in need of
and desirous of assistance in establishing or enlarging
national reserves should prepare specific plans for dis­
cussion with other interested Governments. 011 the

1 See Official Records of the Economic and .social Council,
TwentY-fourth Session, Supplement No. 1, page 28.

• E/AC.6/SR,242 to 244; E/SR.1039.
• FAO Commodity Policy Studies No. 11, FAO, Rome,

June 1958.
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other hand, it invited Governments willing' to assist in
establishing or enlarging national reserves, or otherwise
interested in the problem, to stand prepared, or to con­
sider steps which would enable them, to ~t~r into
discussions with a view to the early realization of
mutually acceptable plans. The Council further recom­
mended that, in establishing and operating such na­
tional food reserves, Governments should make appro­
priate use of the machinery provided by the Sul.-Com­
mittee on Surplus Disposal of FAO and ~nsure
conformity with FAO's pri?ciples for surplus dlSPOS~
and other relevant international arrangements or obli­
gations.

Section 11. Transport and communications
questions

181. No mention is made in this chapter of the
activities of the Transport and Communications Corn­
mission, which did not hold a session dunng the penod
under review. The continuing activities carried out. by
the Secretariat in the field of transport and commumca­
tions are however. described in the Annual Report of
the S£'cr~tary-Gelleral on the Work of the Organiza­
tion:"

382. In the "Observations on the work programme
of the Council in the economic, social and human
rights fields" (E/3134 and Add.l )" which, pursuant
to resolution 664 B (XXIV), the Secretary-General
submitted to the Council at its twenty-sixth session,
the Secretary-General invited the Council to consider
whether its global responsibilities in transport and
communications matters continued to require the atten­
tion of a functional commission. The Council decided
(resolution 693 B (XXVI) ), to request the Trans­
port and Communications Commission, in view particu­
larly of the fact th~t tl~e Inter-Governmental Marit!me
Consultative Org.mization had come into existence, to
submit to the Councii, at its twenty-eighth session, a
final report on its work, including recommendations for
future arrangements for handling the remaining 3;ctivi­
ties in the field of transport and communications hither­
to performed by the Commission.'

383. The Council, at its twenty-sixth session, also
considered" the question of the transfer of cL~n
functions relating to maritime matters from the United
Nations to IMCO. It adopted a resolution (687
(XXVI)), in which it requested the Secretary-General
to make appropriate arrangements for the transfer of

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 1. . . .

5 Official Records of the Economic and SOCial C01l1lC11,

Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 3.
o The Convention on the Inter-Governmental Maritime Con­

sultative Organization (Geneva, 1948) entered into force on
17 March 1958.

7 See chapter VUI, paragraph 55l.
8 E/SR.1042.



the following activities. a Iter he had ascertained that
DICO was ready and willing to undertake them:
(a) consultation with the Governments represented at
the _London C~mterence on Pollution of Sea Water
(1C),,~) r~·g-ardmg. the collection and dissemination of
technical information about oil pollution, requested bv
t~Lt Con ference in resolution No. 8: and (b) comple­
tion of ar:ang-t:ments regarding the g-roup of experts
on . the unification of maritime tonnage measurement
whIch. th~ Secretary-General had been requested to
establish 111 Council resolution 645 B (XXII!).

Section Ill. Statlstical questions

. 384. At its twenty-sixth session, the Council con­
sidered? th~ report of the Statistical Commission on its
tenth session (E/3126).lO In its resolution 676 A
(XXVI) the Council took note of the report and
en.dors~d !he programme of work and priorities con­
tamed 111 It.

385. Sc;m.e of the principal questions taken up by
th~ ~Ol~mmslOn and the Council's action on the Corn­
nllssl~n .; rt'Commen?ations are described below. Refer­
ence 1$. ~lso made m Chapter VIII of this report to
the decisions of the Council with reg-ard to the review
of t~e .work program~ne of the Commission and of the
Statistical Office. which the Commission undertook in
consequence of Council resolution 664 (XXIV).

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS

386. The Commission gave further consideration to
the need for and the f~asibility of a world-wide pro­
~Tamme f~r th~ ~ollectlOn of comprehensive data on
industry (I.~. mmmg, manufacturing, construction and
the pro?uctlOn of gas, electricity and steam). It had
before It a memorandum (E/CN.31242 and Add.l) ,
prepared by the Secretary-General at its request.

387.. ~n agreement with the conclusions of the
Commission, the Council in its resolution 676 B
(XXVI), recommended that the Governments of Mem­
ber States compile basic data on industry for 1963 or
a. year clo.se to 1~63, taking into account as far as pos­
slbl~ the mtern~tlOnal recommendatior:s on the subject
which were designed to improve the international com­
parability of su~h data.

388. The Commission also invited the attention of
~fember States to the revisions made in the Interne­
hona.! Stal!d~~d Industrial Classification of all Eco­
nouuc Activities as set out in a memorandum by the
S.ecretary-General (E/CN.31243). In addition, it in­
vlt~d the Secretary-General to continue work on the
revised set of standards for basic industrial statistics
which it would consider at its eleventh session and to
prepare proposals on the coverage, on the items' of data
to be sought and on their classification accordinz to
chc:racteristics of the statistical unit, for inquiries
~hlch ~re par~ o.f the 1963 world programme of basic
industrial statistics. The Commission also invited the
Secretary-General, with the co-operation of the Gov­
ernments of Member States, to prepare a comparative
study of the systems of basic industrial statistics in
use in the principal industrial countries, with the object
of improving international comparability of data on
industrial production. This recommendation was
prompted in part by the need to improve the cornpara-

o E/AC.6/SR,238; E/SR.1023.
10 Official Records of the Economic alld Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Session, Sttpplement No. 10.

bility of the industrial production data of the eastern
European countries and those of the countries of
western Europe and North America.

38!). :\ Iter examining the question of statistics of
t'ntt'rprisl's~ Ol~ t}IC ba~is of a repor~ by the Secretary­
C?l'lll'ral (1-./( N.3/2-b ;. tl ~e Commission requested the
Sl'~,etary-Gencral to continue work on the subject,
taking account of the relatecl work of the International
Monetary Fund, with the object of deriving' data for
such yurpo,,;cs as the measurement of liquidity, savings
and investment and the flow of funds for each sector
of the economy. The Commission also invited the
Secretary-General to examine tl.e possibility of formu­
lating' operating definitions of the enterprise and its
sub-divisions,

PRICE STATISTICS

390. The Commission invited the Secretary-General
to consult with the statistical offices of Member States
and to study. with the aid of national experts if neces­
sary. methods for gathering- and compiling- representa­
tive and comparable wholesale price series. The series
are used for many purposes, including- the deflation of
components of the national accounts, and compilation
of indexes of industrial production, and evaluations of
business and economic conditions.

EXTERNAL TRADE STATISTICS

391. The Commission noted the progress made in
revising the "Draft List of Customs Area~", as reported
in a memorandum by the Secretary-General (E/CN.31
234). It felt that the list should be broug-ht up to date
by mid-October each year in order to be of use to
countries for the revisions normally effected at the
beginning of each succeeding year. The Commission
also considered the problems of adapting- external trade
statistics for use in special types of economic analysis
(E/c;N.31235). The problem involved was that g-oods
entermg external trade could often not be allocated
to economic sectors solely by reference to the com­
modity classification, and that the analysis of trade
by sectors of the economy must involve analysis of
the value of such commodities according to the pro­
portions of their value contributed by the different
sectors. That type of analysis required considerable
information additional to that normally available, and
the Commission requested the Statistical Office to in­
vestigate further the methods used by countries to make
such apportionments.

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS AND CAPITAL FORMATION

392. The Commission considered proposals for the
amendment of the text of two publications - A System
of National Accounts and Supporting Tables ll and Con­
cepts and Definitions of Capital Formation12 prepared
by the Secretary-General at its request. A summary of
comments by Member States accompanied the proposals
(E/CN.31229), which had been drawn up jointly w.i.th
the secretaries of the Fund and OEEC and constituted
only minor modifications of the existing concepts. The
Commission welcomed the proposal that a manual of
national accounts should be compiled to supplement

II Studies ilL methods, series F, No. 2. United Nations pub­
lication, Sales No.: 1952.XVIIA.

12 Studies ilI methods, series F, No. 3. United Nations pub-
lication, Sales No.: 1953.XVII.6.
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the revised edition of A S'ystem of National Accounts
and Supportillg Tables and to provide guidance in those
cases where the application of existing principles had
proved to be difficult, It considered that special attention
should be g-iven to the application of those principles
in under-developed countries and to the examination
of methods of simplifying or modifying the accounts
for particular purposes. The Commission indicated
general agreement with certain of the specific proposals
but expressed reservations on certain points which the
Secretary-General was requested to examine further
in consultation with the statistical offices of Member
States. It also expressed the hope that, after further
study, a wider system of national accounts could be
established which would take account of the experience
of countries with planned economies and permit trans­
lation from one system of accounts to the other. The
Commission also considered the need for the integra­
tion of national income statistics and financial statistics
generally, and invited the Secretary-General to report
on the subject at its eleventh session.

393. The Commission at its ninth session had re­
quested the Secretary-General to make a study of the
points of correspondence between the system of accounts
employed in countries with planned economies and that
set out in A System of National Accounts and Support­
ing Tables. At its tenth session, the Commission con­
sidered a report on the subject (E/CN.3/RI and
Add.l ) which constituted a study of the differences be­
tween the system of accounts used in the USSR and
that set out in A System of National Accounts and
Supporting Tables. In taking note of the study, the
Commission expressed the opinion that, when a major
review of the question was made, emphasis should be
placed on the need for flexibility in the national accounts
system in order that it might be applicable to economies
at various stages of economic development and with
differing institutional arrangements.

394. The Commission took note of the Secretary­
General's memorandum on price and quantity indexes
for national accounts (E/CN.3/L.46 and L.47 and
EICN.31231). It felt that further information should
be obtained from Member States and regional organi­
zations on the various methods used in that field.

395. The Commission requested the Secretary-Gen­
eral to revise the report on statistics of the distribution
of personal income (E/CN.3/L.42) , taking into account
also the practices of countries which approach the sub­
ject from the point of view of distributions of aggregate
expenditure rather than distributions of personal in­
come. It also requested the Secretary-General to formu­
late a statistical programme for the guidance of coun­
tries planning studies in that field.

CLASSIFICATION OF GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS

396. The Commission reviewed a "Progress Report
on Classification of Government Accounts" (E/CN.
3/254) which described the work carried out by the
Secretariat in accordance with Council resolution 378
(XIII). It noted that the 111anual for Economic and
Functional Classification of Government Transactions'»
had been published and that schemes in the Manual
constituted supplements to the usual budget classi­
fications used by Member States primarily to ensure
accountability.

13 ST/TAA/M.12-ST/ECA/49. United Nations publication,
Sales No.: 1958.XVL21.
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DEMOGRAPlUC S"A"ISTIC~

397. The Commission noted with satisfaction the
progress of the work on demographic statistics instituted
as a result of the recommendatio.is of its eighth and
ninth sessions. Draft recommendations for the 1960
World Population Census programme had been develop­
ed and regional technical conferences had been held and
were being continued with the object of covering all
phases of national census activity in the different re­
gions, The Commission recommended that the Secretary­
General continue to develop the programme of technical
assistance, training and expert advice for the prepara­
tion and conduct of national population censuses. It
discussed the revised draft of "Principles and Recom­
mendations for National Population Censuses" and
recommended that a final version, which would take
account of its comments, should be issued, together with
the handbook of census methods, for the guidance of
Member States in their forthcoming censuses of popu­
lation.

SOCIAL STATISTICS

398. The Commission discussed an "International
Programme of Social Statistics" (EICN.31239). While
it considered tl.at the programme outlined was of im­
portance, it emphasized that social statistics in the sense
used in the document could not be regarded as a spe­
cial field of statistics, as most of the categories of data
belonged to traditional fields of statistics. It felt, never­
theless, that it would be useful to have the data pre­
sented in such a way as to focus attention on the assess­
ment of the level of human welfare in the different
countries, There was particular need for special studies
concer .ed with the development of operational concepts
and .aethods of collection and analysis. In that con­
nexion, the Commission considered a proposal by the
Secretary-General for the preparation of a compendium
of social statistics designed to provide the statistical
background for the discussion of the world social situ­
ation. The Commission recognized, in principle, the use­
fulness of such a compendium and, subject to review
of the question at its eleventh session, agreed with the
Secretary-General's proposal to initiate the preparation
of the first issue, to be published not later than 1963.
In considering the matter, the Council felt that to be
most useful the compendium should perhaps be pub­
lished as an annex to the Secretary-General's Report
on the World Social Situation.

LIST OF STATISTICAL SERIES FOR THE USE OF
UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

399. The Commission considered two memoranda
prepared by the Secretary-General (E/CN.3/248 and
EjCN.3/L4!) dealing with statistical series which
would be of assistance to less industrialized countries
in developing an integrated system of statistics for use
in programmes of economic and social development. It
made a number of suggestions on the content, presenta­
tion, description and uses of the list, and invited the
Secretary-General to circulate a revised document to
members of the Commission for their comments. The
Secretary-General was also invited to consult with the
statistical offices of the less developed countries, through
regional conferences and other means, in order to assist
countries which are developing their statistical systems.
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PROGR.\:l1 :lIE OF WORK

400. The Commission reviewed its work programme
and accorded high priority to basic industrial statistics,
capital formation statistics, distribution statistics, ex­
ternal trade statistics, index numbers of industrial pro­
duction, methodology including sampling, national ac­
counts, population and housing censuses, social statistics,
vital statistics and wholesale price statistics. Those pro­
jects were in addition to the continuing projects con­
cerned with the systematic publication of statistics, the
development of statistical methods and the related work
of assisting' countries in implementing the international
recommendations carried out under the technical assist­
ance programme.

Section IV. United Nations Conference on
International Commercial Arbitration

401. The United Nations Conference on International
Commercial Arbitration, convened under Council reso­
lution 6()..1. (XXI), W.lS held at United Nations Head­
quarters from 20 May to 10 june 1958. Forty-five States
sent delegations to the Conference and three sent ob­
servers, Three inter-governmental organizations and ten
non-governmental organizations in consultative status
with the Council participated in the Conference without
the right to vote. The Conference was called for the
purpose of concluding a convention on the recognition
and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards, and of con­
sidering other possible measures for increasing the
effectiveness of arbitration in the settlement of private
law disputes.

402. On 10 June 1958, the Conference adopted the
Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of

Annex

STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO

THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMI'ITEES UNDER RULE 86 OF THE RULES

OF PROCEDURE

Foreign Arbitral Awards!' and opened it for si!,'11at.ure.
The Convention, which may be acceded to at any tune,
remains open until 31 December 1958 for signature sub­
ject to ratification. It may be sig.ned or ~cceded to on
behalf of any Member of the United Nations, and also
on behalf of anv other State which is a member of
any specialized agency or a. Party to the Statute of ~he
International Court of justice, or of any State to which
an invitation has been addressed by the United Nations
General Assembly.

403. The Conference also adopted a resolution
(E/CONB'.26/9/Rev. 1, para: 16) ~xpr~ssing !ts views
with respect to the need for wider diffusion of informa­
tion on arbitration laws, practices and facilities; the
establishment of new arbitration facilities and the im­
provement of existing facilities; technical assistance in
the development of effective arbitral legislation and in­
stitutions; regional study groups, seminars or working
parties on arbitration; and the development of greater
uniformitv in national laws on arbitration. The Confer­
ence expressed the wish that the United Nations,
through its appropriate organs, should take such steps
as it deemed feasible to encourage further study of
measures for increasing the effectiveness of arbitration
in the settlement of private law disputes, due regard
being paid to the need to ensure proper co-ordination
of effort, the avoidance of duplication and the obser­
vance of budgetary considerations; and it requested that
the Secretary-General submit the resolution adopted by
the Conference to the appropriate organs of the United
Nations.

1< The text of the Convention is contained in document E/
CONF.26/8/Rev.l. The Final Act of the Conference is con­
tained in document E/CONF.26j9/Rev.l.

Twellt}'-si.'rth session

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Establishment of a world food reserve-Economic Committee

meeting: EjAC.6/SR,243.

International Federation of Agricultural Producers
Establishment of a world food reserve-Economic. Committee

meeting: EjAC.6jSR,243.
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404. The activities of the Population and Social
Commissions, which did not hold sessions during the
year under review, are not mentioned separately in this
chapter. The progress achieved in carrying out the work
programmes established by those Commissions at their
ninth anti eleventh sessions respectively, and endorsed
by the Council at its twenty-third and twenty-fourth
sessions, is described in the Annual Report of the
Secretary-General on the Work of the Orqaniaation.:

405. Reference is made in chapter VIn of this re­
port to certain aspects of the United Nations pro­
gramme in the social field, relating in particular to
social defence, community development, urbanization
and housing, building and planning, which were con­
sidered bv the Council 111 the course of its discussions
on the co-ordination and concentration of activities in
the economic, social and human rights fields.

Section I. United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF)

406. The Council, at its twenty-fifth session, consid­
ered" the reports of the Executive Board of UNICEF
on its sessions in April 1957 (E/2977) ,3 September
1957 (E/3050)4 and March 1958 (E/3083):'i

407. In a statement to the Council, the Chairman
of the UNICEF Programme Committee pointed out
that the Children's Fund was currently assisting 325
programmes in J00 countries and territories, a fact
which illustrated the wide geographical scope of its
work. During 1957, some 48 million children and ex­
pectant and nursing mothers had benefited from the
principal large-scale disease-control and feeding pro­
grammes assisted by UNICEF. It was hoped that 50
million would benefit in 1958. In so far as the finan­
cial position of UNICEF was concerned, he stated that
while income had increased in 1957 to approximately
$20.7 million as compared with $15 million in 1954,
$17.5 million in 1955 and $19.8 million in 1956, the
annual rate of growth had dropped from the previous
figures of $2.5 million in 1955 and $2.3 million in 1956
to only $900,000 in 1957. On the other hand, allocations
had exceeded income by $3.4 million in 1957 and by
$2.6 million in 1956.

408. The Chairman of the Programme Committee
called attention to the impact of UNICEF activities on
economic and social development. He said that co­
ordination between UNICEF, WHO, FAO and the

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth
Session. Supple11lel!t No. 1.

• E/SR.lOlO and 1011.
a Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

TwentY-fifth Session, Supplement No. 2.
~ Ibid., Sltpple11lent No. 2A.
5 Ibid., Supplement },'o. 2B.
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Bureau of Social Affairs of the United Nations Secre­
tariat was growing ever closer, both in general plan­
ning and in joint assistance to country projects. The
active co-operation of non-governmental organizations
was also noteworthy.

409. In the course of the debate in the Council many
representatives expressed satisfaction with the achieve­
ments of UNICEF. Concern was, however, voiced at
the decline in the rate of growth of UNICEF funds,
particularly in the face of the increasing number of re­
quests for aid and the rising cost of supplies, The hope
was expressed that larger contributions would be forth­
coming to enable UNICEF to carry out its valuable
work. Some representatives welcomed the increasingly
close relationship between the activities of UNICEF
and broader economic and social development activities,
as well as the growing appreciation of the need for a
balanced approach to all the main factors retarding the
normal development of children.

410. The concern of the Executive Board with basic
policies designed to ensure the most effectiv~ use of
UNICEF resources was noted, and the systematic analy­
sis and evaluation of projects by the Board was con­
sidered by some members to be of particular interest.
Flexibility in programme planning was required to en­
able UNJCEF +0 meet urgent needs promptly and to
take full advantage of new discoveries and met~ods and
changing conditions in the countries to be assisted,

411. Members welcomed the increased emphasis be­
ing placed upon the training of personnel at all levels,
the extension of aid within the framework of com­
munity development programmes and ~he increasing
effectiveness of the work of UNICEF 111 the field of
child nutrition. The intention of the Board to explore
the possibility of giving more direct aid to social ser­
vices for children was also commented upon favourably.
In connexion with these developments, the arrange­
ments for closer co-ordination between UNICEF and
the Bureau of Social Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat and FAO were especially welcomed."

412. A number of delegations also called attention
to more general aspects of the activities of UNICEF,
including the increasing number of beneficiaries, the
low per caput cost of assistance, the substantial sums
contributed to projects by the Governments receiving
aid and the efficiency of the UNICEF operation.

413. At the conclusion of the debate the Council
adopted a resolution (670 (XXV)) in which it took
nota with satisfaction of the reports of the Executive
Board and expressed the hope that countries all over
the world would consider ways and means of increasing
the support they gave to the United Nations Children's
Fund.

• See also chapter VIII, paras. 549 and 555.
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Section 11. Report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees*

414. The Council, at its twenty-sixth session, con­
sidered" the report of the High Commissioner for
Refugees (A/3828/Rev.l),S covering the period from
May 1957 to May 1958. The principal subjects dealt
with in the report were international protection. the
problem of Hungarian refugees and the programme of
the United Nations Refugee Fund (UNREF). The re­
ports of the UNREF Executive Committee on its
seventh and eighth sessions were annexed to the High
Commissioner's report. At its eighth session the UNREF
Executive Committee had appointed a working party
to draw up proposals concerning the action to be taken
by the UNREF Executive Committee, under General
Assembly resolution 1166 (XII), in regard to future
programmes of international assistance to refugees.
These proposals are to be considered by the Executive
Committee at a special session not later than 26 Septem­
ber 1958.

415. In an introductory statement in the Council,
the High Commissioner dealt with aspects of inter­
national protection and analysed the concrete problems
facing his Office. Interns tional protection was a neces­
sary prerequisite of all tue work of his Office in favour
of refugees, since it was impossible for a refugee to
become integrated in any country until he had been
given the right of residence and the right to work. In
repatriation, international protection was essential so
as to ensure that no pressure was exerted on the refugee
from any side. He was pleased to report that satisfactory
measures were under way to regularize the status of
refuge.e seamen. Steps were also being taken by the
Council of Europe to reduce travel formalities for
refugees.

416. In tackling concrete problems his Office ad­
hered to two basic principles: any new refugee problem
must be solved rapidly and fully, without leaving a resi­
dual group; in handling earlier refugee problems efforts
must be concentrated en the residual groups that still
subsisted, an order of priority being established when
the funds available were insufficient to meet all needs.
Three main problems at present faced his Office. The
first was that of Hungarian refugees; solutions had been
found for all the Hungarian refugees who had been
given asylum in Yugoslavia, but in Austria there were
still some 8,000 to 9,000 who wished to emigrate and
further resettlement opportunities were needed. The
second problem was that of refugees of European origin
in the Far East, of whom 10,000 still awaited resettle­
ment. The only obstacle was lack of financial contribu­
tions to the Intergovernmental Committee for Euro­
pean Migration which, with his Office, was jointly re­
sponsible for organizing their transportation. A total
amount of some $5 million was still required. The third
problem concerned the earlier refugees in Europe, of
whom some 22,000 had already been settled through the
UNREF programme. At the beginning of 1958 a fur­
ther sum of $7,500,000 had been needed to finance solu­
tions for all the refugees eligible for assistance under
the UNREF programme who were still in camps. That
figure had since been reduced to $5,900,000 by further

* Separate item on the provisional agenda for the thirteenth
session of the General Assembly. .

7 E/SR.1040 and 1041.
8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirteenth Ses­

sion, Supplement No. 11, transmitted to the Council under
document E/3138 and Add.l.
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contributions. The need i of 120.000 non-settled refugees
living outside camps ';,Iso had to be considered. The
Chinese refugees in nong Kong were not within his
mandate, but in accordance with General Assembly reso­
lution 1167 (XII) he had used his good offices to
encourage arrangements for contributions for that
group of refugees.

417. A number of representatives praised the work
of the High Commissioner's Office and expressed satis­
faction that the General Assemblv at its twelfth session
had prolonged the mandate of the Office. It was em­
phasized that the work of the Office was in a period
of transition. Since the question of future programmes
was still to be considered bv the Workinz Party of the
UNREF Executive Committee and by the Committee
itself, it was felt that it would be out of place to analyse
the issues at the present stage. It was clear. however,
that international protection would remain the prime
task of the Office. that efforts must he continued to
achieve a final solution of the Hungarian refugee prob­
lem and that homes must be found for the earlier refu­
gees who were still in camps. One representative felt
that insufficient importance had been givpn to voluntary
repatriation in the elaboration of the High Commis­
sioner's current programmes.

418. The operation for Hungarian refugees in
Yugoslavia was cited as an example of what could be
achieved bv a determined and co-ordinated effort to
solve a given refugee problem. It was suggested that a
similar effort was needed on behalf of the Hungarian
refugees who were still in Austria and who wished to
emigrate. The representative of Yugoslavia pointed out
that. as had been stated by the High Commissioner. his
Government was faced 'with a larg-e financial deficit on
its expenditure far Hungarian refugees and hoped to
receive further aid.

419. While the importance of solving the problem
of refugee camps was stressed by several representa­
tives, attention was also drawn to the problems of non­
settled refugees outside the camps. It was pointed out
that the recent survey organized by the High Com­
missioner's Office had shown that there were 36.700
such refugees in France alone, of whom about one­
third were difficult cases or handicapped refugees.

420. Concern was expressed over the Far East op­
eration and it was hoped that funds would be made
available to enable all the refugees to be transported
to countries of resettlement.

421. At the conclusion of the debate, the Council
adopted a resolution (686A (XXVI)) in which it took
note of the report prepared by the High Commissioner
for transmission to the General Assembly at its thir­
teenth session. The Council, in part B of its resolution,
urged States Members of the United Nations and mem­
bers of the specialized agencies to renew their efforts
either to contribute or to increase their contribution to
the Office of the High Commissioner; to assist the Office
in its task of seeking permanent solutions for the prob­
lems of refugees by facilitating their voluntary repatri­
ation or their assimilation within new national communi­
ties; and to consider further resettlement opportunities
for refugees wishing to emigrate from countries of first
asylum, including if possible refugees suffering from
physical, social or economic handicaps.

422. In another resolution (682 (XXVI)) the
Council amended its resolution 672 (XXV) and in­
creased the membership of the Executive Committee of
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the High Commissioner's Programme by the addition
of the Republic of China as the twenty-fifth member."

Svetion Ill. International control of narcotics

423, At its twenty-sixth session, the Council con­
sidered!" the report of the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs on its thirteenth session (E/3l33),11 the report
of the Permanent Central Opium Board on the work
of the Board in 1957 (E/OBI13 and Addendum),12

and a note by the Secretary-General on technical assist­
ance for narcotics control (E/3077-E/CN.71342 and
Ad?.!). It adopted resolutions 689 A and B (XXVI),
taking note of the reports of the Commission and of the
PCOR Some of the main activities of the Commission
and the PCC!B. at~d the Covncil's action with regard
to the C0111m1ss10n s recommendations are summarized
below.v'
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!l\IPLEMENTATION OF THE TREATIES
AND INTERNATIONAL CONTROL

424. The Commission examined the SU11l11Ulry of
Annual Reports of Governments relatinq to Opium and
Other Narcotic Drugs, 1956 (E/NR.1956/Summary
and Add.1).14 Annual reports had been submitted in
r~spect o~ 134 countries and territories. The Commis­
sion again observed that several countries had not
communicated their annual reports over a period of
several years and requested the Secretary-General to
ask those ~ountri~s to contribute more actively to the
work of international control of narcotic druzs by
sending in those reports. h

~25. A total of 147 legislative texts relating to nar­
cones control we re communicated during 1957 in
respect of 31 States and 20 territories. The Commis­
sion examined the Cumulative Index 1947-1957
(E/NL.1957/Tndexj-" covering legal texts published
from 1947 to 31 December 1957 and stressed its value
for national administrations in determining rapidly
,:,hat the legal position was with regard to interna­
tionally-controlled drugs in the various countries. The
annual summary tabulation of additions and other
ch~nges in the narcotics controlled under national legis­
la~lO~ (E/CN.71336) was also examined by the Corn­
miSSIOn.

Chanqes in the scope of international control

. 426. Four new drugs were placed under interna­
tional control during the year. In addition the Com­
mission decided, under article 2 of the 1948 Protocol,
to place levomoramide under provisional control. The
Commission also noted that the manufacture and use
of a derivative of morphine known as nicophine (Vilan)
had begun, and that it fell within the scope of the 1931
Convention.

427. The Council adopted a resolution (689 D
(XXVI)) in which it urged all countries which had not

• See chapter I, section VII.
10 E/A~.7/SR.385 to 386; E/TAC/SR.l68 to 169; E/SR.1.042.
II Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-si.t;th Session, Supplement No. 9.
12 Permanent Central Opium Board, Report to the Economic

and Social Council on the Work of the Board As» 1957 and
Addendum (United Nations publicatior., Sales No.: 1957.XI.3
and Addendum).

aa See also chapter VIII, para. 556.
A~'United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1958.XI.2 and

s.i. ~.:Q~i
lGUnited Nations publication, Sales No.: 1958.XI.3.
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yet done so. and in particular those countries that were
manufacturing and exporting normethadone, to place
that drug under national control.

Muliilinqual list of narcotic arugs

428. The Commission reviewed a Multilingual List
of Narcotic Drugs under International Control
(ElCN.71341) /6 prepared by the Secretariat with
assistance from Governments and WHO, which gave
all names known to be applied to those drugs in the
working languages and many names in others com­
monly encountered. The importance of the Multilingual
List for the control of narcotic drugs at all levels was
stressed.

Statement of estimated world requirements of
narcotic druqs in 1958,17 published by the

Drvq SUf1crvisory B ocly

429. On the recommendation of the Commission,
the Council adopted a resolution (689 E (XXVI)) in
which, after noting that the Drug Supervisory Body
was still lacking the full co-operation of some countries,
and was thereby hampered in carrying out its work,
it again urged all Governments to indicate the method
used in calculating their estimates; it reminded all
Parties to the 1931 Convention that they had under­
taken to furnish the explanations that the Drug Super­
visory Body might require; and. it drew 8;ttention to ~he
frequently enccuntered defects 111 the estmv.r.. relating
to consumption and stocks.

REpORT OF THE
PERMANENT CENTRAL OPIUM BOARD

430. The International Convention of 19 Fe..ruary
1925 on narcotic drugs, as amended by the Protocol of
11 December 1946, stipulates that the PCOB shall
report each year to the Economic and Social Council.
Accordingly, at its twenty-sixth session, the Council
considered the Board's report on its work in 1957
(E/OB/13 and Addendum).

431. As this was the last report to be submitted
by the members of the Board whose tenure of office
expired on 1 March 1958, they not only included in
it an account of their work in 1957 but also assessed
the application of the Conventions during their five­
year term of office and reviewed trends of the licit
movement of narcotic drugs during that period.

432. The report stated that, on the whole, there
had been a distinct improvement in the operation of
the system of control. Statistics had been fuller, more
accurate and more promptly submitted. To some extent,
however, the work of the Board had continued to be
hampered by incomplete or tardy returns from some
Governments and by failures to reply to requests for
information; there had also been a complete or almost
complete lack of co-operation on the part of a few
Governments, which were named in the report.

433. The Board, by means of the flow of returns
which it had received, had been able to piece together
a fairly comprehensive picture of the licit production,
trade and consumption of narcotic drugs fbroughout
the world. It showed that the licit production of manu­
factured drugs was limited to medical and scientific

-----
10 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 58.XI.l.
"United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.XL4 (E/

DSB/15, section IV, paras. 3 and 4).



requirements : and since, moreover. diversions from
the lid.t to till' illicit market were now ins i/..'lli ficant, it
was fair to say that, to that extent, the purposes of the
Conventions of 1\)2$ and )I).H had been broadlv
achic.\"l'll. Their value was thus well established, dl'spite
certam weaknesses and imperfections which experience
had revealed in some of their provisions. The Board
recorded, however. that till' success which had been
achieved was due primarily to the hiJ,:h sense of re­
sponsibility displayed 1>\' most countries, including
some which \\'en' not l 'art ies to the COll\'I'ntinns.

434. TIll' text of the report was followed bv tables
containing the statistics which article 22 of the 1925
Convent ion required the Board to communicate to
Contracting Parties: lastlv, the addendum constituted
the statement which article 14 of till' Convention of
13 July It)31 required the Board to publish.

435. After taking' note of the report of the pcon
the Council paid tribute to the n-tiring members of the
Board and of the Drug Supervisory Bodv for the
work performed during- their five-year term of office.

ILLICIT TRAFFIC

436. The annual review of till' illicit traffic situat ion
is one of the most important functions of the Com­
mission, which is aided in its task hv the Committee on
Illicit Train..•. The Commission continued that the trnf­
fie in drugs was almost entirely supplied from clandes­
tine sources in respect of both manufactured and
natural drugs, Although it was difficult to estimate on
the hasis of seizures the actual quantities tit" drugs
\~'hic'.'l were entering the illicit traffic, the large quanti­
ties 111 a number of seizures seemed to indicate that the
flow of the traffic in opium and the opiates, and can­
nabis, were continuing at a high level.

. 437. Illicit traffickers were known to operate several
lines of drug traffic and often (>ng':tg-ed in different
forms of criminal activities. A disquieting feature was
the armed resistance in a number of instances. The
Commission was informed of a number of significant
cases of international illicit traffic which showed that the
traffic was highly organized and often had considerable
financial backing: it also pointed to the ease and flexi­
bility with which traffickers moved from country to
country. The Commission placed on record that there
was an~ple evidence. <?f vigorous and unremitting action
by national authorities and of dose co-operation be­
tween national authorities of several countries in their
common ~~ruggle against the illicit traffic, The Commis­
sion observed that severe penalties for narcotics of­
fences were oeing imposed in some countries and
agreed that the imposition of such penalties was one
of the most effective measures against traffickers. The
Commission expressed the hope that Governments
would make more direct use of technical assistance to
enable them to play a useful role in the international
struggle against the illicit traffic.

438. The most significant feature remained the
traffic in opium and the opiates, which had widespread
international ramifications. As in previous years, the
heaviest seizures of raw and prepared opium had been
reported [rom the Far East and the Near and Middle
East, There was also a considerable traffic in crude
morphine and/or diacetylmorphine (heroin), and sev­
eral clandestine laboratories or factories had been
discovered. The Commission noted an increased demand
from addicts to diacetylmorphine within those regions;

at the same time. it was clear that much of the traffic
in diacetylmorphine continued to he directed towards
North Amcricu. tln- targl·t oi much of tlu- more highlv
orgauiz«! .nternational illicit traffic. .

4.N. The Commission reiterated the view that. de­
spite insufficient reporting, traffic ill cannabis existed
in every J'l'gion of the world, Much of the traffic con­
sisted of indigenous production and consumption largvlv
of the less concentrated forms. The international illicit
traffic in cannabis was found for the most part between
countries having common Irontiers : it was not hig-hly
organized. The Commission also gave its attention to
the traditional land traffic in hashish in the Middle East,
an overland traffic in marihuana to the United States,
and the traffic in charas and ganja in the Indo-Pakistan
sub-continent.

440. Seizures of cocaine had been small ami re­
flectcd the relative decline of this drug in the illicit
traffic,

+t1. Declared seizures of synthetic drugs consti­
tuted a wry small proportion of the total seizures
declared. Nevertheless. it was felt bv some members
of the Commission that the in formation on seizures of
synthetic dru~s was not sufficient or dear enoug-h to
enable anv conclusions to be drawn from it. A studv
of seizures alum" they felt, would not suffice, and
account should also be taken of statistics relating to
drugs used hv addicts, In the majority of cases addic­
tion to syutlictic drugs was of therapeutic origin.

442. The Commission considered that the narcotics
situation in the Middle East was susceptible of im­
provement, and, on its recommendation, the Council
adopted a resolution (6R9 I (XXVI) providing- for a
Middle East survey mission to explore the problems
involved. This mission would he of the nature of a
technical assistance "task force", to assist a number
of Governments in that reg-ion with differing but inter­
connected problems, It would make a general report on
its work to the Commission. The Secretary-General
was requested to appoint the experts to the mission,
in such a way that the necessary professional capacity
and experience would be brought tog-ether in a well­
balanced g-roup. The Council decided that the Secretary­
General should arrange the timing of the mission, tak­
ing into account the many factors involved.

443. In view of the volume of the illicit traffic
in the Far East, the Commission likewise considered
that co-operation at the international level between
the enforcement services should be developed there.

AneSE OF DRL'GS (DRL'G ADDICTrn~)

444. In continuing its study of drug addiction, the
Commission gave attention to a number of aspects of
the problem: the incidence of addiction, and the situa­
tion with regard both to quantitative and qualitative
data on the problem; facilities for treatment of addicts
and methods of treatment: addiction of therapeutic
origin and in the medical profession: developments in
medical research on addiction; and the prevention of
drug addiction.

445. It was noted that information received during'
the past year gave no indication of change in the basic
pattern of drug addiction in the various reg-ions of
the world. Data were more ample than had been the
case a few years ago, but figures giving' numbers of
addicts in each country and territory, as contained in
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annual reports, were not necessarily comparable with
on~ another, and gave only some indication in quanti~

tattye terms a? to how widespread addiction to the
vanous narcottcs was. Where qualitative data were
~oncerned, relating, for example, to the personal and
environmental conditions of addicts, drugs used, sources
of supply and the age structure and occupational pat­
tern of addict popu1ations, the difficulties were g-reater.
The Commission, having decided at its twelfth session
to consider in 1958 the revision of chapter X (Abuse
of Drugs) of the "Form of Annual Reports", examined
a draft which had been :prepared by the Secretariat
(E/CN.7/318/Add.l), and decided that the revised
chapter should be put into use in the fonn to be sent
to Governments in respect of their annual reports
for 1958.

446. The Council adopted a resolution (689 G
(XXVI)) expressing the hope that WHO would take
steps leading to the submission, as soon as possible,
of a report on the prevention of dmg- addiction. It
also adopted a resolution (689 C (XXVI)) urg-ing
Governments to keep a close watch over publicity
given to new narcotics" with a view, particularly, to
ensuring that claims that strong analgesics were not
addiction-producing were based only on careful and
comprehensive clinical tests.

sistent with the principle of universality which was
indispensable in the field of narcotic drug-so Other
members held that the Commission's propo.sal was in
accordance with the prevailing practice of United
Nations organs in calling international conferences of
that kind, and would also obviate difficult leg-al and
other problems which sometimes arose.

452. A proposal was also made that the Council
should postpone decision on the Commission's recom­
mendation to call a plenipotentiary conference for the
adoption of the treaty. In that connexion, it was con­
tended that the advisability of convening- the conference
would be better examined in the light of the comments
received from Governments on the draft, at the Cotl11w

cil's twenty-ninth session in the spring- of 1960. Other
representatives expressed the opinion that the proposal
would involve procedural difficulties in the various
organs concerned. Moreover, it would still be possible
to review the question when the General Assembly
considered the provision of the necessary budg-etary
funds, if such a course of action recommended itself
in the light of the comments received from Govern­
ments.

453. In agreement with the recommendations of the
Commission, the Council adopted a resolution (689 J
(XXVI)), in which it decided to convene a plenipoten­
tiary conference for the adoption of the draft treaty; to
invite all States members of the United Nations and
of the specialized agencies ancl IAEA to furnish com­
ments and to attend the conference. The WHO, other
interested specialized agencies, the PCOB, the Drug­
Supervisory Body and the International Criminal Police
Organization were also asked to furnish comments
and to participate in the deliberations of the conference.
The Secretary-General was requested to prepare a
compilation of comments and to take certain other
measures to implement the resolution.

OPIUM AND OPIATES

Policy of Afghanistan on opium prod1£ction

454. The Commission resumed consideration, post­
poned from its twelfth session, of the request of
Afghanistan to be recognized, under the relevant treaty
provisions, as a State producing- opium for export,
and it heard a statement by the observer from Afghan­
istan explaining his Government's policy of prohibiting
opium production. A law to that effect had been
promulgated on 24 November 1957. In those circum­
stances, the Afghan Government did not deem it neces­
sary to press at the present time its request for recog­
nition as a producer of opium for export but reserved
its right to reconsider the question at the plenipotentiary
conference for the adoption of the Single Convention.
Solution of the serious economic problems attendant
on the prohibition of opium production was of cardinal
importance, however, since failure in that respect had
been a material factor in Afghanistan's abrogation of
a policy of prohibition on a previous occasion. In th~t

connexion, he emphasized his country's need for tech11l­
cal assistance from the United Nations, and for finan­
cial assistance under the prog-rammes of individual
Governments and private organizations.

455. On the recommendation of the Commission,
the Council adopted a resolution (689 H (XXVI))
which cxpressed the Council's sense of the significance
of the policy adopted by Af~hal1istan and. its hope that
Afghanistan vvould succeed 111 the tasks 1t had under-
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PROPOSED SINGLE CONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

447. In compliance with Council resolution 667 E
(XXIV), the Commission gave priority to its work
on the proposed Single Convention on Narcotic Dmg-s
and completed this task; it had pursued it continuously
since its fourth session under the terms of Council
resolutions 159 II D (VII) and 246 D (IX).

448. The draWS prepared by the Commission was
designed to: (i) codify the existing law contained at
present in nine multilateral treaty instruments on the
control of narcotic drugs; (ii) simplify the interna­
tional control machinery by replacing the present
Permanent Central Opium Board and the Drug' Super­
visory Body by a single organ (named the Interna­
tional Narcotics Control Board) ; and (iii) close im­
portant gaps in the existing narcotics regime inter alia
by extending international control to the production of
opium, coca leaves and cannabis.

449. The Commission reported that some of the
provisions of the draft treaty constituted compromises,
which would not be equally acceptable to all Govern­
ments, and that others had remained controversial even
in the Commission.

450. In considering the Commission's recommenda­
tions for further action on the proposed Convention,
the Council agreed that, in view of the comprehensive
character of the treaty involving all aspects of narcotics
control (economic, social, health, legal and administra­
tive ~, ample time, i.e. approxi111at~ly one year, should
be given Governments to make their comments.

451. A proposal was made that all St~t~s sho~lld be
invited to furnish comments and to participate 111 the
plenipotentiary conference to be. called for the ~doption
of the treaty. It was argued, 111 that conneXlOn, that
to limit participation to tl~ose State~ ~hich were .mem­
bers of the United NatIOns, speclahzed agencIes or
IAEA, as the Commission proposed, would be incon-

,. See Offici(;l Records of the Econ01llic alld Social Council,
Twmty-follrth Session, SuNlenlell1 No. 10, Annex VI, and
Twcnty-sLrth Session, SHj,plclIlcnt No. 9, Annex V,
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101\..1'11. allll drew II\(' attvnt ion of the (;1'111'1'011 ,,\ssl'lIlhl\",
ot' II\(' sl'l'\'i,Ili1I',1 a~I'lIril's \"'Il\'I'rnl'll, all" l'sllt'\'iallv
of II\(' n-lcvaut h'dllli\,;lI assislalwl' Ol)::lIlS, to the im­
1" 'rt 0111"1' t li the SII"\'I'SS fIII und Spl'('I'" achievement 0 f
t h,.,,' aims itII' I Ill' economic .uu] social devclopnu-nt of
.\ f~h.mistau.

S,-if"t;l'" rcscurch

4Sh, The l 'olllmissi"1I rrviewrd the n'\'\'lllll\('Il,I.I'
li\\IIS on "l'illlll research Illadl' hv the t'tlllllllittl"l.' of
Fxperts apl'oillt(,tI hv the ~l'l"'l'tary-(;1'11('1'011 under
l "'IlIl,'1! resolution h~ll 1I .x xr: ), TIll' ('''lIIllliltl'I' hall
mer ill \;I'III'\'a from 21-31 l.mu.irv It)S~, TI\l' t'om­
mission I"'h',1 that the \ '''1I1lllittl'I''s rvconuucu.Intions
anti other ,h'l'isillIlS l'IlIII;II/ll'tI ill its report (E/('N,7/
3.'~) had Ixvu uu.mimous. 0111,1 that it had coutiruuxl that
the' methods ior determiuim; tlu- origin of opium were,
ill certain cases, n'al'" f'll' practical USI' ill thl' cam­
paii-'ll agaillst the illicit tl'atli\' ill opium an.l opiates,

4:'7, t)1I the Il;lSis lIi tlu- ('tlllllllittl'("S rwonuucrula­
til)IIS, Ihl' t'tlllllllission ;IIltlptl'" a rc'sIlIUli,," sl'ttin~ Illlt
in S,lllll' cldai\, fIll' tll(' l\l'nl'tit Ilf (;II\'I'rnll\l'lIt1> :mll
blltlr.Hllril's Il;lrti\'ipalill~ ill tll(' pI'O~rall\llll" its poli\'v
Iltlth as \'l'garcls Ihl' \'lllItinll;llilln of thl' I'l'SI'arl'11 ami
thl' wa~ s in whidl pral'li\'al applkatioll mi~ht hl' \'ar­
ril'll \'ut. Thl' l \lllltllissioll l'onsi\!t-rc,tI tint furtll('r rt"­
Sl'ardl was nl'('Ilt-cI alltl uri-"l'cI thl' (~I\\'I'rnml'lIts l'OU­
l't'ml'll tn l'''l-op,'ratl' ill it, hoth II\' l'olltinuin~ to f\lrnh;h
many lll,)rc' OpiUlll SOlllll'it's - wl\l'thl'r autlwnticatl'tI or
n\)t - and hy l'arryill~ mu a l'ollahorative schrllll' lw
whidl Iht' \'ari,,"s Ilwthlltls of tll'tenllinin~ ori~in l'oultl
he 1'\"alu;ltl'tI ;mtl tlwir al'\'ural'Y anti reprotlul'ihility
aSSl'SSl'l1. It askl'll tht' St'l'rt'tariat tll cO-II\'(lit~ttl' tilt'
~cheml', in which :I... many of the national lahoratoril'~

as ll\)ssibk wnuld partkip,1.tl', In n'g':trd to pral'tical ap­
plication, for which the Conunittt'e of Experts had
l',1nstitutl'll a prol,"t'lhtrt', it would contilUH' undl'r till'
t~nllS (,f tht.' C\1lllmissh)n's resolution I (X) of 1<)55;
howl'Yer, thl' St'l'rt'tarY-GI'Ill'ral W~lS asked It) indudl',
in his rl'ports on origin, am' rrsl'rvations conl'l'rning­
tht.' lllt,thOlls that had l)(,'l'n used which hl' lUi~ht consider
necl'SSOlry,

458. The Commission also decided that it mig-ltt
bt.' possiblt.'. within existing- rt'sources, for tht.' work
of the Xar(',1tics Laboraton' to be broadened to include
narcotics other than opiunl, For example, it felt that
the Laboratory might e\"l'ntually h."\ndle long--standing
practical problellls related to the identification of can­
nabis and of its active principle or principles. It there­
fore relluested the Secretary-General to undertake a
studY of the means wherebY the cannabis research taking
pL1ce in several countries could be co-ordinated, and ­
\\;thout prejudice to the priority already given to opium
research - to proceed with a preliminary study and
e\'aJuation of the techniques of cannabis identification,

I:-O!ER.:-O.\TIOXAL NON-PROPRIETARY NAMES

459, The Couocil, in resolution 548 B II (XVIII),
had expressed the view that it was highly desirable to
5'implify and speed up the procedure for the selection
of inkmational non-proprietary names for narcotic
drugs. ender the procedure developed by 'WHO for
the ~lection of those names, it is necessary to under­
tak~ a wrJrld-wide inquiry before each name can be
r~-(:!}mmenrk"d; this, of course, leads to some delay, At
it:, twdith ~,sirJl1, the Commission considered whether
it might l}(~ po~sible to establish a system whereby
nam':,; wrJuld be given international treaty protection

ill :lIlvalll'(', under sonu- fa~tt'r procedure for selection
which \\'1I1l1\11I0t ~i\'l' rise tl\ linguistic or 1t').,":\1 difficul­
tit'S (E/l'N.7/,UI/\{t'Y,I),

'\110, At its thirteenth session, the COlllllli~silln again
rllllsitll'n'd tlu- question, with particular reference to
thl' further cousult.uion» ill the matter which the Sec­
n-t.uv l ;1'111'1'011 had hdd with W I J( l, It discussed, on
the ';111' luuul, wh ther all attempt to establish mnnda­
tOI\ rules wuuhl III It eucounter serious opposition and
thus jeopardize tht' pn'sI'II1 svstem without useful
result : it was pllinlt'll put Ihat the system was based
P!I the volnnturv arrl'ptalll'l' of the international non­
proprictarv 11011111'1' sl'kdl'll hv a uniform method for
all drugs,' wlu-tlu-r tlu-v "'ITI' narcotic drugs or not.
On the other hand the t'l\lIl1nissitlll considered whether,
ill :;pill' IIf dillirnil it's which might lu- encountered in
all~' atl<'llIpl tl\ estnhlish a revised svstcm, the situation
did not require improvement for the purpose of en­
suriiu; t'l1'l'rliVI' narcotics control.

-If!1. Tht' Cllmmi~silln t!t'l'ilkd not to rrconlllwnd
thl' alluplilln of a new pl'llrcdure: consi(lering- ~hat
limit<,tI applic'ntiol\ of a maudatory sySl<'1II W:I.'i feastble.
it Ih'ilkll that the new Sin~le Convention should pro­
"illt- fill' manIlatorv USl' of international non-propril'tnrv
nanll'~ fill' uarl'oli~' drugs on lahl'ls and in cOllllllrrcia!
lih'l'alun" allll n'solved thal undrr the nl'W ConVl'ntion
thl' ('olllluission shoultl al!opt the nalllt's if WHO did
noLI"

CARRtA\;E OF N.\Rt'oTIl' lltHIGS IN FlUST-AlIl KITS OF
AIIH'RAFr E:'I:(;,\,am IN INTERNATIONAl.. FI.IlillT

.f{)2. As a n'sult of le~al diflicultirs arising from the
carria~l' of narcotic' dnt~s in first-aid kits ahoard air­
l'raft, till' Council of ICAO decided to invite the Unitecl
Nations and WIlO 10 study It'~al and lll('dical asp~ts

of 11ll' pl'ohlem, In D(,l'(,lllhl'r 1957 the Econom~c ~nd
~ocial Council n'fer\'l'd~(l the matter to the COlllnUsStOn,

46.'- TIll' Commission advised the Council that there
wcn' nll'dical q\ll~stions on which it would be useful to
haw Ihl' g'uidance of WHO, It also (kcided to indude,
tental'ivl'1y, iu the propos('d text of the Single Convt'n­
tion, draft provisions governing th: intern,ational ca,r­
riage of narcotic ({rugs ill first-aid kIts of atrcraft, rat!­
way trains and ships,21 and recommended tha~ appropn­
ate intl'rilll adion be taken to cover the period before
the Convention l'ame into efTect,

464, The Coundl adopted a resolution (689 F
(XXVI)) in which it recommended Governments to
take ml:asures necessary to prevent the misuse at~d
diversion of narl'otic drugs carried in first-aid kits III

international flight and requested t,he Secr~ta!,y-Gene:al
to invite the views of the Internattonal Cnmmal Pohce
Organization on safeguards which might be taken for
that purpose and to prepare, in consultation with ICAO
and WHO, a study of the legal p!'oblems involved. Tl.le
Commission was invited to conSIder the matter ag-am
and to advise the Council on the further measures to
be recommended in that connexion,

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR NARCOT!CS CONTROL

465, In regard to the posit~on of technical assistance
for narcotics control, the Commission was of the
opinion that the existing arra~gements were not suffi-

1.DE/3133, Annex V, article 42, paras, 3 and 4,
IQ E/SR.997,
11 The proposed text appears in E/3133. Annex V, article

43 bis,
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cient to assure the satisfactory utilization of technical
assistuuce ill this field. It pointed out that projects for
impro\'illg- narcotics control often stood to benefit the
inn-rnat iounl community as a whole as much, or more
than, tlu- country which would have to apply for tech­
uicnl nssistuncc. SilH't' new projects could often be
;lIltkd to countrv prog-ralllllll'S onlv at the expense of
others alrrruly ill operatiou and n'prt'st'ntill~ an im­
l'0rlallt ill \'t'st1II1'IIt, a number of countries which had
l'xprt'ssl'd interest in tvclmical assistance for narcotic's
control had nut lx-en ahlc to follow this IIJl hv formal
n'quests for inclusion of items in their categorv I
prog'rallllll('S, The l 'ommission asked the Council to
examine possihh- solutions, Hitherto, the ~rt'ater part
(If the expenditure applied to technical assistance for
narcotics control had been made from contingency
allocat ions in the Expanded Programme of Technical
Assistance-,

,I!Ill. At its twentv-sixth session the Council again
n'I'i('I\'('d~~ this qllt'stloll ill the light lIi resolution 2 11
( XII I) of the Connuission'" and of the report of the
Secretary-General (El ,~077 and AcH.I).24 The repre­
scutntive of the Secretary-General suggestc(l that in­
terim arrangements might he adopted for IQ5Q, looking­
forward to a mort' permanent solution for 1%0, Special
flexihilitv could he sought in the interim year, by the
IIS(' IIf j':xpalllkd 1'\"(Igran1l1l1' rllllt illg('lh'\' allocations
ill appropriate cases, and by the inclusion of appropri-

.. F(L\l'/SIUI,H :\Il(1 169; E/SR.IO-lZ.

.. F/3133. :\1111<')( I.
"( )/Ii..;,,1 I\· ....ords ,.f 111,. Econotni .. and Social ("lUl/ri/.

T1C"'/II.1',.fi.rlh S.-sS;(1/) , .·II1I//·.l"f'S, agcnrln item l,l
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Commission of the Churches on International Affuirs
Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for

l{l'fI1g1'I'S-N(;0 Committee mceting : E/C.2': SIU74.
Iutcrnatiouul Council of Women

Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for
1{l'fUgl'l'S-N(;0 Committee meeting: ElS.2/SR,l72.

\VnITTEN Sl'AT1':~IE:O;rs BY NON-l;Il\·Fl~NMENT.\!. onn,INIZATIONS

TO TIll, COUNl'lI.

lntcr-I'arliamcntary Union
1':/{'.2/-I4. H.duge(' problem.

I nll'l'IIutional ("'UI1Ci! of \Vomen
E/C,Z/50li. Annual report of the United Nations High Com­

lIIis~ioner for Refugees,

ate items within the public administration and inter­
national advisory services : those countries which were
ahle to include applications in their category I pro­
grammes could, of course, do so. As regards a solution,
the existing' separate services were already heavily corn­
mitred, and there were administrative complications in
enr-markiru; :t specific amount within 0111' (If them. The
Secretariat preferred the alternative sug~estion put
forward hy the Commission of a separate advisory
service for narcotics control within the regular United
Nations hlJ(l~l,t, In view, however, of the additional
calls on the 1959 budget, the Secretariat proposed that
this should he included in the budget {or 1960.

467. Members of the Council recognized that a
number of countries lacked the resources to undertake
desirable projects 'n narcotics control and that techni­
cal assistance was much needed for those purposes,
They recognized the difficulties involved in making
special financial arrangements for this field of work,
and agreed with the Secretariat's interim proposals for
1959, It was considered, however, that a permanent
solution required further study. The Council, therefore,
adopted a resolution ((>8R (XXVI)) asking- the Sec­
retarv-Gcneral to review, in consultation with the in­
terested specialized ag('ncies, the nature and scope of
tilt' assistance requested hv Governments in that field;
to explore the extent to which such requests could be
met under existing programmes : to formulate, as mig-ht
!J(' neccssarv, proposals regarding- the assistance that
might he made available, with an estimate of their
cost: and to report on those matters to the Commission
at its fourteenth session and subsequently to the
Council at its twenty-eighth session.

\\'RIT'I'I')i ~T.\TF.MENT BY l\OX-GOI'F,RX MEXT.\!. ORnAXIZ.\TIONS

TO 1'111' UNITI'J> NATIONS CIIll.DIl~:N'5 FUND

Intcmational Federation of Agricultural Producers
EjICEFj~GO-l4.Recommendations in support of UNICEF.

World Union for Progressive Judaism
E/ICEF/NGO/45. Resolution in support of UNICEF.

International Council of Nurses
E/ICEF/:-.JGO/46. Resolution in support of UNICEF.

NGO Committee on UNICEF
E/ICEF/;":GO/4i. }{I'!k1rt of the Committee.

International Council of Women
E/ICEF!;":GO/4~. Resolution in support of UNICEF.

I'an-Pacific Southeast Asia Women's Association
E/ICEF/;":GO/49. Statement on activities in sllpl"'rt of
LT~ICEF.

International Union for Child Wclfar«
E/ICEF/;":GO/SO. Statement to UNICEF Executive Board,

Wor!11 Union of Catholic Women's Org-anizations
EjICEF/KGO/51. Resolution in support of l'XICEF.

World Veterans Federation
FjICEF/KGO/52. Resolution in support 11f UKICEF.

Intl'rnath1l1al Catlllllic Child Blln'au
E/ICEF/NGOj53, Resolution in su!,port of UNICEF.

:NeiO Committee on UNICEF
EjICEF/NGO/54. Report of the Committee,
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HUMAN RIGHTS
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Ithought that the I 'nited Nations might appropriately
observe the anniversary at a special plenary meeting of
the General Assembly at which delegates representing
all the various regions and different civilizations of the
world would make statements; as a conclusion to the
meeting the President of the General Assembly mig-ht
sum up the statements made, as was done in 1955 at
the commemorntiou of the tenth anniversary of the
signing of the United Nations Charter,

472. In resolution 683 F I (XXVI) the Council
recommended that the General Assembly should devote
a special plenary meeting to the observance of the
tenth anniversary on 10 December 19S8. The Council,
in resolution 683 F II (XXVI), also urged all States
members of the United Nations or of the specialized
agencies to observe the anniversary in their own coun­
tries, and in particular to make the text of the Uni­
versal Declaration widely known, and continually to
promote increasing respect for the rights enunciated
therein, to the end that that common standard of
achievement might be universally realized; and it ex­
pressed the hope that non-governmental organizations
would encourage their national and local affiliates, as
part of their observance of the anniversary, to organize
COil tercnccs and other mectiuvs and discussions on
human rights, giving wide publicity to the Universal
Declaration, to the end that men and women every­
where might achieve fuller enjoyment of the rights set
forth and learn to respect the rights of others.

Section 11. Periodic reports and special studies

473. rn 1956, in resolution 624 B (XXII), the
Council, acting on recommendations of the Commis­
sion on Human Rights,' initiated a system of periodic
reporting by Governments. The first series of reports
wer~ considered by the Commission at its fourteenth
session.

474. States members of the United Nations and of
the specialized agencies are asked to report every three
years on developments and progress achieved in the
promotion of human rights, the rights reported on
being those enume.ated in the Universal Declaration
and the right of peoples to self-determination. The
Commission bases its consideration of those triennial
reports on topical summaries prepared by the Secre­
tary-General and by the specialized agencies, the
reports themselves not being published. The purpose
of the Commission's consideration is to transmit to the
Council comments, conclusions and recommendations
of an objective and general character in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations.

475, Thirty-five Governments submitted reports in
the first series, covering the period 1954 to 1956. In
addition to the summary prepared by the Secretary-

.,Official Records o] the Economic and Social Council,
Tsvcnty-second Session, SupPlemcllt No. 3, chapter III A
(resolution I).

5G

COU/lcil,
1 E/.-\C.i/SR.3i7 to 381; E/SR.1041.
"00(iai Records of the' Economic and Social

T~",!t...-sixtlt Session, 'Su/Jplcmellt Xo, 8.
o Ihid .. AIlI1C,r,·S. agenda item 10,
"Requires action by the General Assembly.

468. At its twentv-fifth session the Council had
no item on its agt.'nda· relating" to human rights. It had
before it, however, for its information, a fifth progress
report t ElJOb9) on the steps taken to implement its
resolution 386 t XII I) on the plight of survivors of so­
called scientific experiments in Nazi concentration
camps.

469. ..\t its twenty-sixth session the Council con­
sidered' the report of the Commission on Human
Rights on its fourteenth session (E/3088),~ a report
by the Secretary-General on the convening of a second
Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in­
terested in the eradicatj III of prejudice and discrimina­
tion (I'> 3130 and Corr.Lr :" and the report 0 i the
Council Committee on the Tenth Anniversarv of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (E/3125 and
.:\dlU)." In resolution 683 A (XXVI) the Council
took note of the report of the Commission. Further
Council action on that report and on the other items
meuti.mcd is described in part .:\ of the present
chapter. The Commission's action with respect to
advisory services is dealt with in part C.

470. In accordance with Council resolutions 664
(XXI\') and 665 D II (XXIV), the Commission,
at its fourteenth session, reviewed its programme of
work and discussed the periodicity of its sessions. In
answer to the Council's invitation that it should express
its views on the principle of biennial sessions, the
Commission adopted a resolution (11 (XIY)) recom­
mending that it continue to meet annually. Council
action on both these matters is described in chapter
YIII, paragraphs 551 and 557 below.

Section 1. Tenth Anniversary of the adoption of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights*

471. 10 December 1958 will mark ten years since
the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights. The Council, at its twenty­
sixth session, approved proposals submitted to it by
the Committee which it had set up in 1957 to assist
the Secretary-General in giving effect to recommenda­
tions of the Commission for observing this anniversary
( resolution 651 B (XXIV) and Annex). In its report
(E/3125 and Add.L) the Council Committee, composed
of representatives of Chile, France, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Sweden and the United Arab Republic,
outlined briefly the information available on the plans
and activities of Governments, specialized agencies,
inter-governmental organizations, non-governmental or­
ganizations and the Secretary-General. The Committee
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General (E/CNAI757 and Add.l to 4), the Commis­
sion had before it, at its fourteenth session, summaries
prepared by the International Labour Office and
UNESCO and statements by WHO, ITU and UPU
(E/CNAI758 and Add.l to 2; and E/CN.4jSR.607).

476. The Commission concentrated mainly on mat­
ters of procedure and made no recommendations to the
Council. It decided, however, to consider the item
further at its fifteenth session and expressed the hope
that Governments which had not yet done so would
send reports before that session. The Commission also
requested the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the specialized agencies, to submit to it suggestions
for a more detailed plan to guide Governments in
preparing future reports, and also for the avoidance
of duplication between his summary of the reports of
Governments and the reports by the specialized agencies.

477. In the Council, some representatives empha­
sized that duplication between the triennial reports and
the Yearbook 011 H ItlIIG 11 Rights must be avoided (see
section II I below). Some expressed support for the
Commission's action in asking for a more detailed plan
to guide Governments in preparing their reports. Some
also, sharing the views of the Commission, hoped that
more Governments would send reports in time for
consideration at the fifteenth session.

478. The Council, in resolution 624 B (XXII) ,
approved as the first subject for special study by the
Commission the right of everyone to be free from
arbitrary arrest, detention and exile. The Committee
of four members appointed by the Commission to
undertake that study, in a progress report to the Com­
mission (E/CN04/163), stated. among other things,
that it was preparing monographs on the status. of the
right in all States members of the United Nations or
of the specialized agencies, and that, as a matter. of
principle, it would not make use of any information
in such monographs if the Government concerned had
not had an opportunity to comment on it. The Commis­
sion took note of the progress report.

Section Ill. Yearbook 011 Human Rights

479. The Council, in resolution 683 D (XXVI)
approved, with one amendment, proposals of the Com­
mission relating to the Yearbook on Human Rights.
The proposals followed closely recommendations of a
committee set up by the Commission in 19575 to con­
sider, in the light of memoranda by the Secretary­
General (E/CNo4j737 and Add.I; E/CNo4j742,
paragraphs 3 to 6), what measures should be taken to
keep the Y carbook within reasonable proportions, with
particular regard to the possibility of relating it to
the triennial reports and studies under Council resolu­
tion 624 B (XXII). The recommendations of the
Commission and its Committee (E/CN.41756) con­
cerned the size and content of the Yearbook, the pub­
lication of statements on specific rights or groups of
rights, and the distinction which might be drawn be­
tween the Yearbook and the triennial reports.

480. Under resolution 683 D I (XXVI) the Year­
book, beginning with the 1957 volume, will be limited
in size and should contain primarily texts, including
texts of, or extracts from, new constitutions, constitu­
tional amendments, legislation, general governmental
decrees and administrative orders, reports on important

5 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
T"<c'cnfy-fourth Session, Suppleme1lt No. 4, para. 223.
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court decisions, and international agreements. The
Secretary-General is also asked to publish in the Ytor­
boo]; such introductory and explanatory conunents as
may be considered necessary to describe trends or
state results obtained in States members of the United
Nations and of the specialized agencies. The informa­
tion is to cover metropolitan areas and Trust and Non­
Self-Governing Territories. The Council decided that
only material relating to States members of the United
Nations and of the specialized agencies would be in­
cluded.

481. The distinction which it is suggested should
he made between the Yearbook and the periodic reports
of Governments is given in part III of resolution 683
D (XXVI). In submitting their triennial reports, the
Council recommends that Governments avail themselves
of the opportunity to evaluate and interpret events,
indicate difficulties encountered, and discuss techniques
found to be of particular value. Where desirable, ref­
erence should be made to the factual information fur­
nished for or published in the Yearbook.

482. According to part II of the resolution, state­
ments on specific rights or groups of rights will be
published from time to time as supplementary volumes
to the Yearbook. Finally, in part IV of the resolution,
the Council invited the Commission to review the mat­
ter at its seventeenth session in the light of the experi­
ence gained (see also chapter VIII, paragraph 557).

Section IV. Studies on discrdmination

483. Under the programme of work approved by
the Council and the Commission on Human Rights,
the Sub-Committee on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Minorities is continuing its series of
studies on discrimination in various fields. It has com­
pleted the study on Discrimination in Education
(E/CNo4/Sub.2118ljRev.l)6 and made recommenda­
tions to the Commission on Human Rights (E/CNo4/
i ..m. chapter IV). In 1958, the Sub-Commission, at its
tenth session, examined a report by the International
Labour Office on Discrimination in the Field of Employ­
ment and Occupation/ which contained the texts of a
proposed convention and recommendations on which
the Sub-Commission commented in detail (E/CN.4/
764, chapter V). The Sub-Commission also considered
reports by its Special Rapporteurs on discrimination
in religious rights and practices (E/CN.4/Sub.21
L.I23) and political rights (E/CN.4/Sub.2jL.124). It
will examine these questions further in 1959. A full
study on the right of everyone to leave any country,
including his own, and to return to his country (article
13, paragraph 2 of the Universal Declaration) was also
initiated. This is the one remaining topic on the ap­
proved work programme of the Sub-Commission. In
order to assist it in selecting other rights for study,
subject to the approval of the Council and the Com­
mission, the Sub-Commission asked the Secretary­
General to present to it at its eleventh session a list of
rights as set forth in the Universal Declaration which
could usefully be studied from the point of view of
the prevention of discrimination.

484. 'With respect to the study on discrimination in
education, the Commission, at its fourteenth session,
after some discussion, deferred action until its 1959

6 United Nations publication, Sales No.: 1957.XIV.3.
7 Report IV (1). Report IV (2) was before the Commission

on Human Rights at its fourteenth session.



session. It had before it comments and sug-g-estinns of
eighteen Governments (E/CNAI760 and Add.l to 65)
and of UNESCO (E/CNAI766) on the recommenda­
tions of the Sub-Commission (E/CNA/740, resolu­
tions B and C), about, in particular, the principles
~u~gested for eradicating discrimination and the possi­
bihty of adopting international instruments for its
prevention. The Commission formally expressed itself
in favour of adopting a series of fundamental principles
but postponed the drafting, in order to take advantage
of further comments from Governments. It also noted
the decision of the Executive Board of UNESCO to
discuss the possible inclusion of an item in the agenda
of the General Conference (November 1958) relating
to the advisability of preparing one or more interna­
tional instruments designed to eliminate or prevent
discrimination in the field of education.

485. With regard to its study on discrimination in
employment and occupation and the Convention and
Recommendation proposed by the ILO, the Sub-Com­
mission was especially concerned that any convention
on the subject should be consistent with the provisions
of the United Nations Charter, should help to promote
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and-be in
harmony with the general trends reflected in decisions
of the competent United Nations organs relating to
the legal protection of human rights (E/CNA/764,
resolution A). The Commission on the Status of Wo­
men also made certain comments on the proposed Con­
vention (see section IX, paragraph 513). On 23 June
1958, the International Labour Conference at its 42nd
Session, adopted a Convention and a Recommendation
concerning Discrimination in respect of Employment
and Occupation. In the Convention as adopted refer­
ence to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
was included in the preamble. Article 6 of the draft
Convention, which had excluded equal remuneration
for men and women workers for work of equal value
from the scope of application of the Convention, was
deleted.

Section V. Teaching of the principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

486. The Council had before it for action a draft
resolution entitled "Teaching of the Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights as a means of combating dis­
crimination in education", which the Commission, when
considering the study on discrimination in education
(see paragraph 484 above) had decided to recommend
to it. The Commission proposed that the Council
should state that it considered that the Universal Decla­
ration (and in particular everything in it which con­
demned discrimination based on race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status) should
be a required subject of study in all schools and uni­
versities, particularly military or quasi-military train­
ing schools and schools for the training of administra­
tive and judicial officials, of every country and
territory, whether independent, non-self-governing, or
under trusteeship; recommend that States members of
the United Nations and of the specialized agencies
should take any necessary steps, appropriate to their
respective institutions and educational system, to give
effect to the resolution; and request the Secretary­
General and the Director-General of UNESCO to
take joint action within the spirit of Council resolution
609 (XXI) to assist Member States in giving practical
effect to the resolution.

58

487. In the Council, several representatives objected
to the note of compulsion underlying the draft resolu­
tion, pointing out that in many countries Governments
did not have, nor did they wish to have, control 0=
school curricula. Teaching of the Universal Declaration,
therefore, could not be imposed on all schools, even
though Governments would wish to see its principles
taught at all levels. It was said that teaching- of the!
Declaration was important in combating- discrimination
in education, but also for other reasons, and it would
therefore be incorrect to consider the proposals only
in the context of discrimination in education."

48? In resolution 683 B (XXVI), which the Coun­
cil substituted for the text proposed by the Commis­
sion, reference to combating discriminaticn in education
was deleted from the title. The Council recommended
that States Members of toe United Nations and of the
specialized agencies should take any necessary steps
appropriate to their respective institutions and educa­
tional systems to promote widespread teaching of the
principles of the Declaration; and requested the Sec­
retary-General and the Director-General of UNESCO
to take joint action within the spirit of resolution 609
(XXI) of 26 April 19569 to assist Member States in
giving practical effect to the resolution.

Section VI. Second Conference of Non.Govern.
mental Organizations interested in the Eradi­

cation of Prejudice and Discrimination

489. In accordance with resolution 651 D (XXIV)
the Secretary-General reported to the Council at its
twenty-sixth. session on his consultations with non­
governmental organizations, the Suh-Commission on
the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, and the Commission on Human Rights, re­
garding the convening of a Second Conference of Non­
Governmental Organizations interested in the Era­
dication of Prejudice and Discrimination, and recom­
mended that he he authorized to convene the Con­
ference in Geneva for a period of one week from 22
to 26 June in 1959.

490. In his report (E/3130 and Corr.l ) the Sec­
retary-General stated that forty-nine organizations were
prepared to participate in the Conference, eleven would
consider participating if it were convened, although in
some cases they were not fully convinced of the de­
sirability of convening a second conference at this
stage, and ten would not participate either because they
were not in favour of the Conference being convened
or because they were not in a position to send parti­
cipants. The Sub-Commission and the Commission
both recommended that a second conference be held in
1959.1 0 The Commission asked the Secretary-General
to initiate consultations with the non-governmental
organizations concerned, in order that there might be
adequate and early preparation of the provisional
agenda and of the arrangements for convening the Con­
ference.

491. Following on that request an interim planning
committee of non-governmental organizations drew up
a number of recommendations on the date, duration

• E/AC.7/SR.378, 379 and 381.
• Resolution on teaching of the purposes and principles, the

structure and activities of the United Nations and the spe­
cialized agencies in schools and other educational institutions
of Member State!'.

10 E/CNA/764, chapter IX, para. 200; E/3088, chapter IV,
paras. 92 to 94 and 100.
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and place of the Conference, methods of work, repre­
sentation, arrangements for convening the Conference,
decisions and recommendations, provisional agenda,
documentation, and co-operation with the specialized
agencies (E/3130, Annex II).

492. Most of those recommendations were incor­
porated in the draft resolution which the Secretary­
General suggested for the consideration of the Council
(E/3130, paragraph II) and which the Council adopted
in resolution 683 E (XXVI). In that resolution the
Council authorized the Secretary-General to convene
a conference in Geneva for a one-week period in 1959.
The provisional agenda, to be prepared by the Secre­
tary-General in consultation with the non-governmental
organizations concerned, is to include two principal
items: an exchange of views concerning the most
effective techniques of combating prejudice and dis­
crimination, including legal, educational and commun­
ity action; and co-operation with United Nations bod­
ies. The Council stated that the recommendations of
the Conference should be general and objective in
character.

Section VII. Freedom of information*
493. The General Assembly, in resolution 1189 B

(XII), noting that the Commission on Human Rights
had decided to review problems relating to freedom
of information, had requested the Council: (a) to in­
vite the Commission to consider, at its fourteenth
session, procedures by which constant review of
freedom of information might be ensured, inter alia
by including freedom of information problems in the
agenda of its future sessions and examining means of
providing for the continuing study of such problems;
(b) to invite the Commission, when examining- the
report of its Committee appointed to review the work
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies on
freedom of information, to give special consideration
to developing media of information in under-developed
countries; and (c) to transmit to the General Assembly
at its thirteenth session the report of the Commission
on those matters, together with the Council's recom­
mendations thereon.

494. At its fourteenth session the Commission had
before it, in addition to that resolution formally trans­
mitted to it by the Council on 13 December 1957,n the
report of its Committee on Freedom of Information
(E/CNAI762 and Corr.l). The Committee, composed
of representatives of France, India, Lebanon, Mexico
and Poland, was set up at the thirteenth session."
Studies prepared by each member of the Committee
were annexed to the report. Recommendations related
to the development of media of information in under­
developed countries, the free circulation of information,
rights and responsibilities of information media, and
the work of the United Nations and specialized agen­
cies in freedom of information (E/CNA/762, para­
graph 9).

495. The Commission, in acting on the Committee's
report, adopted two resolutions (6 (XIV) and 7
(XIV»). It asked the Council and, through it,
UNESCO and the other specialized agencies concerned,

*Separate item on the provisional agenda for the thirteenth
session of the General Assembly.

uE/SR.998.
12 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twellt'j'-fourth Session, Supplement No. 4, para. 205.
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to initiate action tc consider and implement the sug­
gestions of the Committee concerning under-developed
countries wherever possible and as expeditiously as
possible, with the object of assisting them to build up
adequate media of information and their Use for the
free flow of accurate and undistorted news and infor­
mation. The Commission requested that reports from
UNESCO and the other specialized agencies on the
work undertaken in accordance with that request. and
on the problems which might arise in the process, should
be transmitted to it for consideration at its fifteenth
session. The Commission decided to consider the other
suggestions of its Committee at the fifteenth session,
in compliance with such decisions as the General As­
sembly might take in the light of the replies of Govern­
ments received in response to General Assembly
resolution 1189 A (XII). The Commission also decided
to transmit the Committee's report to Member States
and the non-governmental organizations concerned for
their observations. It further decided to consider at its
fifteenth session. in the light of discussions and such
decisions as the General Assembly might take during
its thirteenth session, such procedures as might be ex­
pedient to ensure constant review of problems of free­
dom of information.

496. In the discussion in the Council. some rep­
resentatives expressed regret that the Committee ap­
pointed by the Commission had not been given another
year to give further consideration to its recommen­
dations, and to co-ordinate the recommendations and
ideas which were contained in the studies made by its
individual members. Some said also that little progress
could be made in freedom of information until the
General Assembly had completed its consideration of
the draft convention. Several emphasized the impor­
tance of developing media of information in under­
developed countries.

497. In resolution 683 C (XXVI). which super­
seded the recommendations made by the Commission
in its resolution 6 (XIV), the Council asked the Sec­
retary-General to transmit the report of the Committee
on Freedom of Information to States members of the
United Nations and of the specialized agencies and to
interested non-governmental organizations in consulta­
th-e status, inviting them to submit their observations
thereon to the Commission on Human Rights. It asked
the Commission to complete its recommendations on
freedom of information in the light of the report of
its Committee and the comments of States, specialized
agencies and non-governmental organizations, for re­
view by the Council.

498. In view of that resolution, the Council con­
sidered-" that it was not possible at the current stage
to accede to the request of the General Assembly in
resolution 1189 B (XII) that it transmit to the General
Assembly at its thirteenth session the report of the
Commission on certain matters relating to freedom of
information, together with its own recommendations
thereon.

Section VIII. Communications

499. In resolution 75 (V) of 5 August 1947, sub­
sequently amended inter alia by resolution 275 (X) of
17 February 1950, the Council laid down the procedure

13 See E/AC.7/SR.382 and E/SR.1041. See also Official
Records of the Economic and Social Council, Twenty-si%th
Session, Annexes, agenda item 10, document E/3160.



for dealing with communications concerning human
rights, including alleged violations of human rights.
Members of both the Commission on Human Rights
and of the Council have at different times expressed
dissatisfaction with that procedure. At its fourteenth
session the Commission appointed a committee to study
the question and prepare recommendations to be con­
sidered by the Commission at its fifteenth session. The
Commission stated that it wished to recommend that
the Council re-examine resolutions 75 (V) and 275
(X) with a view to establishing a procedure for
handling communications better calculated to promote
respect for, and observance of, fundamental human
rights."

500. In discussing the Commission's report, some
members of the Council emphasized the importance of
finding a more satisfactory manner of dealing with
the communications. Others, while agreeing that the
current procedure was not satisfactory, doubted whether
the Committee would be able to find a solution which
Governments would accept.

B

Section IX. Status of Women

501. The Council, at its twenty-sixth session, con­
sidered'" the report of the Commission on the Status
of Women on its twelfth session (E/3096),16 and in
resolution 680 A (XXVI) took note of the Corn­
mission's report. The recommendations of the Commis­
sion on some of the main items considered at its twelfth
session, and the action of the Council thereon, are sum­
marized below. The Commission's action with respect
to advisory services is dealt with in part C of this
chapter. Reference to the Council's discussion of the
Commission's programme of work and priorities is
made in chapter VIII, paragraph 558.

POLITICAL RIGHTS OF WOMEN

502. In discussing the question of the political rights
of women, many members of the Council referred with
satisfaction to the increasing number of countries where
women now enjoyed full political rights on equal terms
with men, as stated in the Secretary-General's latest
annual report to the General Assembly on the subject
(A/3627 and Corr.l). It was felt, however, that legal
recognition of those rights was only a first step towards
their actual implementation and to the full participation
of women in public life. The decision of the Commission
to bring up to date its study of the access of women to,
and the exercise by them of, public services and func­
tions (E/CN.6/158 and addenda) was mentioned with
approval, as was the resolution (1 (XII» adopted by
the Commission to give effect to that decision.

STATUS OF WOMEN IN PRIVATE LAW

503. A report by the Secretary-General on consent
to marriage and age of marriage (E/CN.6/317 and
Corr.1 and Add.l) had been prepared in pursuance of
Council resolution 640 (XXIII) 17 for consideration by

1< E/3088, para. 194.
16 E/AC.7/SR,375 to 377; E/SR.1029.
16 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 7.
17 See also Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth

Session, Slipplement No. 3, paras. 608 to 609.
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the Commission at its twelfth session. After discussing
the report, the Commission adopted a resolution
(2 (XII» recommending that .ne Council request the
Secretary-General to prepare for the Commission's four­
teenth session a report based on replies to be received
from Governments of Member States and from non­
governmental organizations in consultative status in
response to a questionnaire designed to obtain further
information on consent to marriage and requirements
as to age and registration of marriage. In the same
resolution, the Commission recommended that the
Council should also invite the Secretary-General to
prepare for the fourteenth session of the Commission
a draft convention providing for a minimum age of
marriage preferably of not less than 16 years; the re­
quirement of free consent of both parties to the mar­
riage; and the compulsory registration of marriages.

504. During the debate in the Council, a doubt was
expressed as to whether a convention would at the cur­
rent stage be the most effective means of dealing with
the highly important questions of age of marriage, free
consent of the spouses, and registration of marriage.
A doubt was also expressed as to whether it would. be
appropriate to establish the same minimum age for all
peoples of the world. Consequently, the Council amended
the text which the Commission had proposed to it. In
the resolution (680 B I (XXVI» which it adopted,
the Council invited the Secretary-General to prepare a
recommendation (rather than a draft convention), and
it omitted the reference to a proposed minimum age of
16 years. penclirg the receipt of further information on
the subject in the report which the Secretary-General
was requested to prepare for the Commission at its
fourteenth session.

50S. The Commission also recommended that the
Council adopt a resolution requesting WHO to under­
take an inquiry into the persistence of practices con­
sisting in the subjection of girls to ritual operations,
and into measures adopted or planned for putting a
stop to such practice, and to communicate the results
of the inquiry to the Commission before the end of
1959, for examination at its fourteenth session.

506. The consensus of opinion in the Council, sup­
ported by the WHO representative, was that an inquiry
would not be the best means to achieve the desired end.
All members agreed that the word "study" should be
substituted for the word "inquiry" in the text of the
resolution proposed by the Commission. It was also
felt that the best results would be obtained if the time­
limit were extended by one year, so that the WHO
report would be communicated to the Commission at
its fifteenth, instead of at its fourteenth session. The
Council adopted the resolution thus amended as resolu­
tion 680 B II (XVI).

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN

507. The particular aspects of the question of eco­
nomic opportunities for women which were discussed
in 1958 by the Commission and subsequently by the
Council were the position of working women, including
working mothers with family responsibilities; the right
to rest and the right to material security; and the age
of retirement and right to pension. Various reports on
those topics had been prepared by the Secretary-Gen­
eral and by the International Labour Office. At its
twelfth session, the Commission adopted resolutions 4
and 5 (XII) in the form of recommendations to the
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21 See also para. 485 above.
""See also chapter VIII, para. 551.
*Separate item on the provisional agenda for the thirteenth

session of the General Assembly.
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Section X. Advisory services*

515. The General Assembly, in resolution 926 (X)
of 14 December 1955, asked the Council to submit to
it, at its thirteenth session, a report containing an
evaluation of the projects carried out under the pro­
gramme of advisory services in human rights, and
recommendations concerning the future of the pro­
gramme. The Secretary-General is authorized, subject
to the direction of the Council and if requested by
Governments, to render the following types of assistance
in human rights: advisory services of experts, fellow­
ships and scholarships, and seminars.

516. Since the programme came into operation in
1955, the main emphasis has been on regional seminars.
The first such seminar on civic responsibilities and
increased participation of Asian women in public life
was held in August 1957 at Bangkok, Thailand. In
1958, two regional seminars on the protection of human
rights in criminal law and procedure, were held, the
first in Baguio City, Philippines, in February, and the

PERIODICITY OF THE SESSIONS OF THE COMMISSION

514. In answer to the Council's invitation contained
in resolution 652 J (XXIV), the Commission discussed
the recommendation of the Council's Co-ordination
Committee with respect to biennial sessions. The Com­
mission unanimously adopted a resolution (8 (XII»
recommending that it continue to meet annually. The
Commission considered that women have not yet
achieved equality with men, and expressed the belief
that no effort should be spared to carry out the Com­
mission's mandate to promote the status of women and
to work towards equality of rights between men and
women. The Council, in its resolution 693 B (XXVI),
while endorsing the Secretary-General's view that,
as a general principle, the biennial pattern of sessions
should be adopted wherever practicable, nevertheless
decided that the Commission might for the time being
continue to meet annually.P

crimination in respect of Employment and Occupation'"
excluded, in its article 6, equal remuneration for men
and women workers for work of equal value from the
scope of application of the Convention; it felt that the
inclusion ?f article 6. in the Conv~ntion would disrupt
t~e organic umt~ WhICh should exist between the prin­
ciples of that instrument, and would prejudice its
future application. The Commission accordingly re­
quested the Secretary-General to transmit to the ILO
the record of its exchange of views on the matter and
recommended to the Council that the Secretary-Ge~eral
be ;equested to appoint a representative to the Inter­
national Labour Conference in June 1958 who would
there present the position taken by the majority of the
members of the Commission. At its twenty-fifth session
the Council was informed by the Secretary-Generai
(E/3097/Rev.l) that, as in the past, arrangements had
been made for. the United Nations to be represented
at the International Labour Conference. The article in
question was subsequently deleted from the draft Con­
vention by action taken at the 42nd Session of the
International Labour Conference.

EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK

512. At its twelfth session, the Commission con­
sidered a draft pamphlet on equal pay for equal work
(E/CN.6/325), prepared by the Secretary-General in
consultation with the International Labour Office, and
decided that a revised draft of the pamphlet should be
prepared for the Commission's thirteenth session
(E/3096, para. 116).

.513. The Commission also expressed its concern
WIth the fact that the ILO draft Convention on Dis-

18 ElAC.7/SR.375 to 377.
19 E/3096, paragraphs 93 to 102.
eo E/AC.7/SR.375 to 377; E/AC.7/L.307 and 308.

~ounci1 on, t.h.e. situation of working ,,:"omen with fam­
ily resp~)l1slbI1lt1es and on the age of retirement and right
to pension.

508. The Council unanimously adopted a resolution
(680 C I (XXVI» requesting the specialized agencies
concerned to give sympathetic consideration to any
request for help submitted to them in connexion with
assistance to working women, including working
mothers, with family responsibilities, and to report to
the Commission on the services so rendered. In its
resolution, the Council also stressed the importance of
the inquiry on creches ana day nurseries to be under­
taken by the International Children's Centre, and ex­
pressed the wish that the results of that inquiry be
communicated to the Commission at one of its next
sessions.

509. The Council also considered the recommen­
dation of the Commission concerning age of retirement
and rights to pension, in which the Council was asked,
inter alia, to recommend that all States Members of
the United Nations and members of the specialized
agencies facilitate, by all appropriate means, the equal
treatment of men and women workers with respect to
pension plans, and the implementation of the principle
that the normal retirement age anel pensionable age
should be the same for men and women.

510. In the course of the Council's debate on that
recommendatiou'" a number of members pointed out
that the Commission had itself been divided to a con­
siderable extent on the question, as was shown by the
small majority by which the Commission's resolution
had been adopted (ten votes to none with eight ab­
stentionsL'? Some members of the Council expressed
their support of the draft resolution proposed by the
Commission as, in their opinion, different retirement
and pensionable ages constituted a definite discrimina­
tion against women; on the other hand, several mem­
bers stressed their opinion that lower retirement and
pensionable ages were highly advantageous to women;
others again felt that, while expressing no opinion on
the principle, the actual situation in their respective
countries had to be taken into account and they would
have to abstain from voting on the proposed resolution.

511. The consensus was that the question was a
very important one, which should be given further
consideration before the Council could come to a de­
cision. The Council therefore adopted a resolution
(680 C II (XXVI» in which it invited the Commission
to consider the matter further in the light of previous
proceedings and those of the current session of the
Council, and requested the Secretary-General to trans­
mit to the Commission the records of the Council's
discussion''? of the question.
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second in Santiago, Chile, in May. One fellowship was
awarded to an official of the Korean Ministry of Justice
to study, in the United Kingdom, problems involved in
the protection of human rights in the administration of
justice. Observers, chosen by the Government of Costa
Rica from a list supplied by the Secretary-General, were
sed to Costa Rica and reported to the President of that
country on the 1958 national election; an expert was
appointed at the request of the Government of Haiti to
advise it on the development of election procedures and
techniques, especially on the problem of identification
of voters and candidates."

517. Both the Commission on Human Rights and
the Commission on the Status of Women considered
the advisory services programme at their 1958 sessions.

518. The Commission on Human Rights, at its
fourteenth session." invited the Secretary-General to
report to it annually on questions connected with the
programme; expressed the view that seminars could
beproductive, and suggested that, where possible, Mem­
ber States should take advantage of provisions for
fellowships and expert advice to continue and expand
local interest in activities recommended by, or resulting
from, seminars in which they have participated; called
attention to the advantage of expanding fellowship
opportunities; considered that increased fellowships
and scholarships for 1959 should be offered to ,t

Governments of Member States, on topics relating L)
human rights, appropriate prior publicity being given
to the availability of such fellowships; and pointed out
that an increase in the funds allocated for the human
rights advisory services programme was needed in
order to meet the interest of and requests from Gov­
ernments of Member States.

519. The Commission on the Status of Women, at
its twelfth session.s" noted with satisfaction the success
of the 1957 seminar on the civic responsibilities and
increased participation of Asian women in public life,
held in Bangkok, which was the first seminar to be held
under the advisory services programme. The Com­
mission expressed the hope that a regional seminar on
the same subject would be organized in 1959, either in
Africa or Latin America, and it indicated certain pref­
erences regarding other seminars in the future.

520. When the Council considered the programme
of advisory services at its twenty-sixth session, it had
before it the above recommendations of its two Com­
missions, reports on the three seminars." and reports
by the Secretary-General on the development of the
programme and on the activities planned for 1959
(E/3075 and Add.l) .27

521. Two, and possibly three, seminars are planned
for 1959: one in Ceylon on judicial and other remedies

os Official Records of the Economic end. Social Council,
Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 12, document
E/3075.

54 Ibid., Supplement No. 8, chapter VIII.
ss Official Records of the Economic and Social Cowncil,

Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 7.
ooST/TAA/HR.1; E/CN.4/765; E{AC.7{L.306.
.. Official Records of the Economic at~d Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Session, Annexes, agenda item 12.
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against the abuse of administrative authority, and
another in Colombia on the participation of women in
public life. The possibility of holding a second seminar,
in Argentina, on judicial and other remedies against the
abuse of administrative authority is being studied. The
Secretary-General informed the Council (E/3075/
Add. 1):lll that an appropriation of $100,000 would cover
the cost of an expanded programme in 1959, includ­
ing the seminar in Argentina.

522. In the debate-" members of the Council com­
mented favourably on the development of the advisory
services programme, and especially on the success of
the three regional seminars. Requests for experts and
fellowships had been few, and it was thought that, at
this stage, future developments should concentrate on
seminars rather than experts and fellowships. One sug­
gestion was that the programme might more adequately
be described as one of consultation and seminars on
human rights, rather than advisory services. Most
representatives spoke in favour of expanding the pro­
gramme. Several felt, however, that it was not for the
Council to discuss the budgetary aspects of the question
and therefore reserved their position.

523. It was proposed that observers from countries
in other areas should be invited to the regional sem­
inars, and that the possibility of organizing international
seminars as a sequal to the regional seminars should be
studied.s? It was pointed out that the regional seminars
were open to the public and observers from interested
countries could therefore follow the work if they so
desired. It was argued in favour of international sem­
inars that it was important to follow up a number of
regional seminars by a broader international seminar,
especially when the subjects discussed were of more
than reg-ional interest. Topics for discussion at inter­
national seminars might be suggested by the Commission
on Human Rights and the Commission on the Status
of Women. Other representatives thought that there
would be difficulty in finding subjects of equal interest
in different regions. It was, moreover, premature at
this stage to change the character of the seminars, which
were still experimental. The question might be con­
sidered in the future.

524. In resolution 684 (XXVI) the Council ex­
pressed its appreciation for the efforts of Governments,
organizations and individuals who had participated in
the seminars already held, and to the Secretary-General
for the part he had played in their organization; ap­
proved the plan presented by the Secretary-General for
holding seminars in 1959; requested the Secretary­
General to keep in mind the possibility of organizing
in the future an international seminar on a subject of
universal interest; and requested the Commission on
Human Rights to review the programme of advisory
services at each of its sessions, on the basis of work
plans presented by the Secretary-General, and to make
appropriate recommendations to the Council (see also
chapter VIII, paragraph 589).

28 Ibid.
,. ElAC.7ISR.38:~ to 384; E/SR.I041.
ro ElAC.7IL.315.



WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN

St. Jean's International Social and Political Alliance
EjCN.6/NGO/48. Status of women in private law.

International Alliance of Women
E/CN.6/NGO/49. Periodicity of sessions.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/CN.6/NGO/50. Working women.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/CN.6/NGO/51. Pensionable age of women workers.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/CN.6/NGO/52. Access of women to education.

Open Door International
E/CN.6/NGO/53. Working women.

Liaison Committee 0; Women's International Organizations
E/CN.6/NGO/54. Periodicity of sessions.

Catholic International Union for Social Service
E/CN.6/NGO/55. Consent to marriage.

International Federation of Women Lawyers
E/CN.6/NGO/56. Consent to m...riage.

International Catnolic Child Bureau
E/CN.6/NGO/57 and Corr.l. Economic opportunities for

women.
International Federation of Women Lawyers

E/CN.6/NGO/S8. Periodicity of sessions.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Liaison Committee of Women's International Organizations
E/CN.4/NGO/77. Periodicity of sessions.

World Veterans Federation
E/CN.4jNG0/78. Observations concerning the convening of

a Second Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations
interested in the Eradication of Prejudice and Discrimina­
tion.

International Alliance of Women
E/CNA/NGO/79. Periodicity of sessions.

International League for the Rights of Man
E/CN.4/NGO/80. Freedom of information.

International League for the Rights of Man
E/CN.4/NGO/81. Report of the Sub-Commission.

International League for the Rights of Man
E/CNA/NGO/82. General views on the work of the Com­

mission.

WRITTEN STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
TO THE COUNCIL

International Federation of Business and Professional Women
E/C.Z/504. Report of the Commission on the Status of

Women.
International Federation of Business and Professional Women

E/C.2/50S. Report of the Commission on Human Rights.
International Council of Women

E/C.2/507. Report of the Commission on Human Rights.
International Federation of Business and Professional Women

E/C.Z/508. Report of the Commission on Human Rights.
International Conference of Catholic Charities

E/C.2/S09. Report of the Commission on Human Rights.

Twcnty-si~th session

International Council of Women
Human rights-NGO Committee meeting: E/C.2/SR.172.

International Council of Women
Report of the Commission on the Status of Women-NGO

Committee meeting: E/C.2/SR.l72.
International Federation of University Women

Report of the Commission on the Status of Women-NGO
Committee meeting: E/C.2/SR.174.

St. Joan's International Social and Political Alliance
Report of the Commission on the Status of Women-NGO

Committee meeting: E/C.2/SR.17Z.
World Federation of Catholic Young Women and Girls

Human rights-NGO Committee meeting: E/C.Z/SR.173.

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO
THE COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZA­
TIONS UNDER RULE 85 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

ORAL STATEMENTS BY NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS TO
THE COUNCIL OR ITS COMMITTEES UNDER RULE 86 OF THE RULES
OF PROCEDURE

Twenty-si~th session

Tnternational Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Human rights-Social Committee meeting: E/AC.7/SR.379.

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
Human rights-Social Committee meeting: E/AC.7/SR.379.
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QUESTIO~S OF eO·ORUINATION AND RELATIONS
WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
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o UPU, Report on the Work of the Union, 1957 (Berne).
Rapport sur lcs acth'itcs de l'Ullioll, 1957 Berne.

10ITU, Allllllal Repol't by the Sccretary-General of the 111­
tcrnatiollal Tclecolllllllmicatioll Ullioll,1957 (Geneva, 1958).

llWMO, AlZllllal Report of the Wol'id Meteorological Qr­
galli::atioll, 1957 [WMO-No, 69. RP. 28] (Geneva, 1958).

10 The text of the communication of the Governing Body of
lLD, as contained in this document, is likewise to be found
in E/3104 tAppendix).

la See E/SR.998.
I. E/AC.Z4/SR.173 to 179; E/SR.1029 to 1032 and 1043

to 10-14.

Work of the Administrative Committee
. on Co-ordination

DEVELOP:\!E);T A:-;D CO-ORDI~ATION OF ACTIVITIES

528. In the course of the discussion on the work
of the ACe. a number of representatives expressed sat­
isfaction at the growing degree of inter-agency co-

Corr.L}." ITl' (E/3122).10 awl \\':\I() (E/
3(l'ltll. lI and l'''llltll\l\Iil'ati''ll~ sulnuitted by the I I.< >
(EI3(l~f).':: l'~F~l'() (E/31-l1) and \\'lIO d':/
.Hif)). The report-. "i the regional and functional c.un­
mission». which were C"lbi<Ierl'11 under other items on
the Council's agenda. aIIII the annual reports of the
1lank, oi I FC and of the Fund. which had hevn examined
at the Council's twemv-ri ith ~e~~ioll. were available as
backgrouud documentation ior the item. The Council
also took into account (il'l\l'ral Asseuihlv resolution
1202 (X 11) on the pattern of coufcrcnces. to which it
had. at its resumed iwcutv-fourth session.!" drawn the
attention of its slllt~idiary' organ~.

:;2(1. The Council gave special attention tn the Iol­
lowing' questions : the work of ACe. co-ordination on
the national level. plans of concerted action. programme
appraisals for the period 11151) to 19{i-J.. co-ordination in
the field of the peaceful uses of atomic energy. and con­
sultations between the Council and the Governinc Bodv
of the International Labour Office. The Council als~
made a spe. ial study of concentration of activities in
pursuance of its resolution (i()-J. (XXIV). and of the
development of international co-operation in the fields
of science, culture and education. in pursuance of Gen­
eral Assembly resolution 1164 (XII).

52i. The discussion14 was opened with a statement
bv the Under-Secretarv for Economic and Social
/\ffairs. made on behalf of the Secretary-General.
Statements. which included references to the annual re­
ports of their respective organizations. were made hy
the Directors-General of the ILO. F:\O. UNESCO
and "'HO and the representatives of IeAO. ITV and
\\'MO; a statement was also made by the Director­
General of IAEA.
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Section I. Development ami eo-ortllnatlon of the
economic, soelnl and human ri~hts programmes

and aetivities of the United Nations ami
the specialized agencies as a whole

52:;. In accordance with the cstahlisluxl procedure.
the Council at its twcntv-sixth se" ..ion! undertook a
general review of the de\"l:IIlI>llll'nt au.l co-ordination of
the eroncuuic. social and human right» progrtuumcs
and activities of the L'nitecl :\ati"n~ :11111 the specialized
agencies as a whole. This n'\'il'w was based on the
Secretary-General's "')hsen'ations on the work pro­
gramme of the Council in the economic, social and
human rights fields" (E/31.~-J. and Add.l ).:l which ha' I
been requested by the Council in its resolution b(j-J. B
(XX I\'); a report by the Sccrctary-t ;eneral on co­
ordination at tb national level \ E/31Oi),:l prepared in
response to Council resolution (>30 :\ I I (XXI I); a
report by the Sccretnry-t ieneral on co-ordination he­
tween C:\ICEF programmes and the regular and tech­
nical assistance programmes of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies (E/310')) ,:l which had heen
requested by the Council in resolution (,30 C (XX II) ;
the twenty-second report of the Administrative Com­
mittee on Co-ordination (E/31Ox and Acld.l l :" the
annual reports of the 11.0 (E/31O-J. and Add.I ),3 F:\O
(E/3105 and ..\dcl.1. 2.•~. -l, and 5).4 L':\ESCO (E/
3101 and Corr. 1 and 2 (English only) 1.1I WHO (E/
310G and Add.2)G (E/31O(),'c\l!d.l),i IC:\O (E/3099.
Cord, Add.l and :\dd.2).s ere (E/30i2 and

-----
1 E/AC.Z4/SR.l67 to 182; E/SR. 1029 to 1032 and 1043

to 1044.
• Official Records of the Economic alld Social Council,

Twenty-sixth Sessio11, Anllexes, agenda item 3.
~ lLD, TIle ILO. ill a Cllallgillg World, Report of the

DIrector-General (Report I) to the 421ld Sessioll of the Inter­
national Labour Conjcrcncc, 1958: Trocljtb Report of the In­
icrnational Labour Orijanisatioii to the United Nations
(Geneva, 1958) ; "Annex to the Twelfth Report of the LL.O,
to the United Nations".

• FAO. "Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, Report to the Economic and Social Council at its
Twenty-sixth Session" (E/3105 and Add.l ) : Report of the
ninth session of the Conjcrcnce, 2-23 Novcmber 1957. Rome
1958; "The Work of FAO, 1956-1957, Report of the Director­
General" C.57/3; Program of Work for 1958 alld 1959 (Rome,
1958) ; The Stah' of Food alld Agriculture 1957 (Rome, 1958)
C.57/8.

'UNESCO, "Report to the United Nations for 1957-1958".
• WHO, The Wor'~ of WIlD, 1957, Allllual Report of the

Dircctor-Gelleral to the World IleaUll Assemblv alld to the
Vllited Natio"s; Official Records of the World Health 01'­
galli::atioll, No. 82 (Geneva, April 1958).

7 "Report of the World Health Organization, Supplementary
H.eport".

• ICAO. AIIllIwl Report of the COlmcil to the Assembly for
1957 (Doc. 7866 AII-P/3); Coullcil's Rudget Estimates. 1959
alld IllformatiC'1I AIlIli',t, (Doc. 7863 All AD/I); Supportino
docullli'Htation for the eleventh ressiOl1 of the A"scmbl,',
Montreal, May-June 1958; Supplcmentary Rcport of the Comi.­
cil to the Assembly on the Activities of the Organization,
January-1Iay 1958.



operation at all levels, which the annual reports (If the
spt'cializl'<1 agencie» and the twenty-second report of
:\CC (El310X and Add.l ) 1:1 dearly reflected. Interest
was evinced in tlie re view which the :\CC planned to
make of its machinery and procedures in order to in­
crease in every way possible the eriectiveness of its
contribntion to the work ui the Council and the g'ovcrn­
iug bodies of the specialized agt'l1Cies. In resolution 6lJ-!­
A (:.; XVI ), the Council expressed the hope that a
progress report on the results ui the review would be
available to it at its twenty-eighth session. In addition.
the Council expressed the hope that the ACe would
consider the suggestion made by the Director-General
of F ..\UIU that an extensive campaign against hunger be
instituted and a "free-the-world-from-hunger" year
uesignatcd.

52<). Special mention was made by the Council of
the weaknesses in the so-called "common svstem' of
salaries, allowances and other service benefits among
the United Nations, the 11.0. Ui\ESeO, FAO. \YHO.
lC:\O and Wl\IO. resulting in part from a lack of
suitable co-ordinated arrangements for giving effect to
that svstem. The Council noted with concern that in
the implementation of the recommendations regarding
the common base date for cost of living calculations.
differences had arisen in practice, and that the lLO and
WHO intended to raise the question in the ACe. It
recalled the assurances given bv the ACe in 1957 that
the related question of the need for a sound svstern
for duty-station adjustments was to be discussed
further, and noted that arrangements had been made
by the :\CC for the appointment of outside experts to
make recommendations on the administration of such
a system.

530. The importance of improving the publicity
given to international economic and social work and of
co-orclinating more closely the activities of the various
public information services was stressed. It was hoped
.hat the ACC would consider the subject. taking ac­
.ount of the report of the Committee of Experts on
United Nations Public Information to he presented to
:he General Assembly at its thirteenth session.F

Co-ordination 01/ the national IC7.'cl

531. The question ot co-ordination on the national
evel was considered in the light of information sub­
nitted by twenty-seven Governments and summarized
Iy the Secretary-General in a report (E/3107)18 pre­
ared in pursuance of Council resolution 630 A II
XXII). Improving co-ordination on the national level
vas :elt to be an essential prerequisite to achieving
ffective co-ordination on the international level, and
xamples were cited showing the relationship between
Ill' two.

532. In resolution 694 B I (XXVI), the Council
rew the attention of Governments of Member States
) the Secretary-General's report and to the fact that
le programmes of the United Nations and of certain
oecialized agencies, such as UNESCO, included var­
lUS measures (expert services, fellowships, training
aurses, seminars, etc.) which were aimed at improv-

U; Official Records of the Economic alld Social COil11cil,
toentv-sistl: Session, Annexes, agenda item 3.
10 EjSR,1030.
17 See General Assembly resolution 1177 (XII).
18 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
wC1lty-sixth Session Annexes, agenda item 3.
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ing national services concerned with international
organizations.

533. .A number of delegat ions referred to the fact
that co-ordination on the .iational leve..1 was orten made
ditticult by delays in the appearance of basic documen­
tation, The Council adopted a resolution ((,1)4 B 1I
(XX VI» emphasizing the need iur early distribution
to (iovernments oi ~lemher States of adequate doe­
umentation, particularly documents relating tu proposed
work programmes and projects, and requesting the
Secretary-General to observe the time-limits imposed
by the rules uf procedure of the Council and of its
functional commissions. The Council also requested the
regional economic commissions tu amend their rules
of procedure, as necessary, to provide for similar time­
limits iur distributing documents, I t asked the Sec­
retary-General to explore the reasons for the frequent
late distribution of documents and to submit to the
General Assembly at its thirteenth session any proposals
required to implement the relevant rules or" procedure
of the Council and of its functional commissions.
Finallv the Council recommended to the General As­
sembly that, during its review of documentation, it
should take the necessary remedial actions.

Plans of concerted action

53-!-. As regards plans of concerted action, it was
pointed out that Council resolution 665 A (XXIV)
relating to the formulation of plans of concerted action
among several organizations had provided a useful
stimulus to the formulation of more precise rules for
prior consultation and had encouraged the initiation of
plans for inter-agency co-operation in some important
fields. The resolution had, moreover. led the ACC to
make a thorough review-which was embodied in an
addendum to its report (E/3l08/Add.l)111-of the
methods by which the members of the United Nations
family co-operate in all major fields of common concern.

535. The Council adopted a resolution (694 C
(XXVI», dealing respectively with the fields in which
concerted action was under way, fields in which the
ACC considered that concerted action might be feasible,
and fields in which the possibility of such action had
yet to be studied.

536. The Council noted with satisfaction the first
results which had begun to appear in the field of com­
munity development and invited the Secretary-General,
in consultation with the specialized agencies concerned,
to submit a report on the progress and prospects of
concerted action in this field to the Social Commission,
for consideration at its twelfth session. The Council
endorsed the report of the ACC in so far as it contem­
plated concerted action in certain fields, recognizing
that no uniform method for the initiation of plans of
concerted action would be realistic; requested the ACe
to report to the Council at its twenty-eighth session on
such of those fields (namely, industrialization and pro­
ductivity; urbanization; water control and utilization;
the Mediterranean Development Project; housing,
building and planning; and living and working con­
ditions of indigenous peoples) as it believed ready for
further steps towards concerted action; and decided to
study those reports with a view to selecting one or
more fields of activity which would be recommended to
the organizations concerned for concerted action. The

I. Ibid.
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I
t

Council. requested t~lt: :\CC to consider and report on
other fields of ucnvity which might ht, suitable for
concerted action. including fields which the Al'e hall
not .thus far considered suitable mill new subjects, in
p:ntll'!llar, the eITt'l·t~.of radiation n'sulting from the
peaceful uses of atonuc energy.

537; In that counexion. till' l 'ouncil also eXl'n'sst'll
th~ ~'ll'W that, ut its twelfth session the Social l 'om­
miSSIOn should consider preliminary steps which might
he taken for the ,t'vct,ltual t'st,ahlishnll'nt of progranuues
of C'~nl'ertl'(~ ,~ctlOn m the fields of urbanization. ami
housing, building and planning.

Proqrammc ll/'l'raisll/s fvr till' pen'vd lY59 to 196·/

538: In considering the question of programme
appraisals for the period 1959 to 1%4, the Council
t?ok into account the comments of the Ace. and par­
tlcularlr ,!he problems which had come to light during
the ~CC s study of the procedures to be followed in
carrying out Council resolution ()hS C t XX1V), It was
emphasized that, in envisaging an appraisal of the scope.
!rend and cost of programmes, the touncil was not try­
mg to ask the specialized agencies to commit themselves
to programmes and budget levels in advance ; nor was
it its purpose to institute a centralized control over those
p!ogrammes or to interfere with the procedures of the
Expanded Programme. Its wish had been to ascertain
the ge?eral direction the programmes were taking. A
consohdated statement such as the Council had asked
for would, in addition, assist Governments in informing
the public of international activities for which money
was being spent.

539, The Council adopted a resolution (694 A
(X~yq) which had as. its principal purposes the
clanficatlon ?f the. terms ot resolution 665 C (XXIV)
and the makmg ot arrangements for a consolidated re­
port on the basis of the appraisals. The Council atlirmetl
that the appraisals of the scope, trend and cost of the
programmes of the United Nations the ILO FAO
UNESCO, WHO and WMO shou'ld ta) e~phasiz~
the over-all development, general direction and trend of
the programmes rather than attempt to define individual
programmes ~nd projects; \ b) include, in so far as they
could be predicted, programmes falling within the frame­
\~ork of the E~panded Programme and the new Special
I·und; (c) estlluaie the magnitude of likely changes in
the bu~getary req~irell1ents by applying to new and
developmg parts ot the programmes the cost factors
known from experience.

540.. As reganls the procedure to be followed, the
Cou?Cl1 recalled that the appraisals of the United
NatIOns programmes were to be submitted to the Coun­
c~l ~t its twen~y-eighth session and it invited the spe­
cmltzed agencies concerned to prepare theirs by 1
Decemher lY59. It decided to establish a committee
composed of five individuals fullv conversant with the
prograllltneS and activities of the United Nations and
of the specialized agencies in the economic social
human ri~hts.' and related fields, and with the' proces~
of Cll-ordmatlOn developed among those orcranizations
with ~hc following functions: It;. collate the se'parat~
appraisals awl to pn'pare a coltsoltdated report showino'

tht, .t'xtent to which the programmes l'ovcred respond t~
Ims!c \1l'l'lls atlll also tlll' inter-rdation 0 f the activities
dl'slgl1l'll to lI1eet tllllse nel'lls; and tll transmit its rt'­
porI, tllgl'\lll'r with the separatl' appraisals. throuo'!l the
.\< '( . fill' all)' l'1l111l11l'nts it wight han', to the ltuncil

{16

for cousiderntion at its thirtieth sessioll. The Council
it.lvill·ll. the At 'l' to leIIII its full co-operatiou to the
~ ouuurtter- .alltl ~l'l(Ill'sh'I.1 tlu- t 'hairmau of the .'\Cl',
m cunsultntion wlt~l tlu- l onnuittee, to llla!,e appropriate
:lrrallgem~'lIt~ for Its work, and to assist the participat­
mg o~g.;ulI~atlOlI~ to ellsure the largest measure of coni­
parahilitv 111 their appraisals.

541.. The L'ouucil made the following observations
reganlmg the progralltltU' appraisals which it Ivlt would
further explain their purpose :

(u ) The .appraisals were to he .n·ganlt·ll as a step in
the d,vllanllc process (~f developing progressively the
t·frt·l't~Vl'tlt·ss .of the United Nations and the specialized
agelll'!t·s as instruments for assisting the countries (J f
the world to develop economically and socially at a
greatly iurclerntcd rate.

(b) The apI,raisals were a further step in the develop­
ment of co-o.n ination t.hrough which the respective pro­
gn.lllllltl'S lit the United Nat ions organizations hall
~a1l1ed, llver. the. years, in purpose., depth and strength,
such l:o-o~(hnatlOn had been achieved not by way of
centralization, nor by directives or orders. hut by con­
sultation and persuasion and hy free co-opcratiun in
the etforts llesigned to improve the lot of men,

(r ) The appraisals were not to he understood as
implying .hat the programmes and budgets of the United
Nations or the specialized agencies should. or could, be
determined outside the constitutional framework of each
organization, They implied no attempt to interfere with
the autonomy 0 f the organizations within the United
Nations family.

(cl) T.he appraisals did not re(luire firm policy
formulatIOn looking ahead for the five-year period, or
any rigid commitment in regard to specific programmes;
they should in no way interfere with the flexibility which
the organizations must have in determining their pro­
grammes from year to year.

( efIt was recognized that the cost of programmes
for the coming five years could not be precisely de­
termined. \Vhat was desired were rough estimates,
reached by applying the cost factors known from ex­
perience to the tle~ and continuing parts of the pro­
grammes. Such estimates could not, of course, cover
programmes which could not reasonably be foreseen
at the time the appraisal was made.

(f) It was hoped that the consolidated report, drawn
up on the basis of the individual appraisals undertaken
by the United Nations and the specialized agencies con­
cerned. would, for the first time, give the Governments
and the peoples of the world a clear idea of "..hat was
being achieved and attempted through international
action. It should bring into focus the inter-relationship
between the work of the different oraanizations and
thereby facilitate ever closer co-operatio~~, and, wherever
feasible, concerted action.

542. The Council appointed the followin cr persons
to ser~..e on the ComI?ittee t? de_~l with the p;ogramme
appralsal~: 1\11': Dalllel~ COSlO \ Illegas (Mexico), Mr.
Ge.?~ge F. DaVidson (Can~da), Mr. Waiter Kotschnig
(l.lllted ~tates of Amer~ca)..: Mr. Se~gije Makiedo
t \: ugoslavIa) and Mr. ::\Ilr h.han tPakIstan).

Co-ordination in the ficZd of the peaceful uses
of atlJmic energy

543. The Council also considered matters of co­
onlinatiotl arising in the field of the peaceful uses of
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atomic energy, and particularly the relationships be­
tween IAEA. on the one hand. and the United Nations
and the specialized agencies. on the other.

5-14. It adopted a resolution (6c)4 E (XXVI» on
this question in four parts. Jn the first part. the hope
was expressed that JAl·:A would find it appropriate to
submit to the Council each year at its summer session
a report nu matters falliug" within the l'OImcil's com­
potence. and IAEA was invited to consider and rec­
onunend projects which might usefully be undertaken
hv the Council, its regional economic commissions or
other subsidiary bodies to assist the Agency in carrying
out its programmes in various parts of the world, In
the second part. the Council expressed the hope that
the second General Conference of lAEA would approve
the rccurumendation of the Agency's Board of Gov­
ernors that JAEA should participate in the Expanded
I'rogranune of Technical Assistance. In the third part,
the Council invited the specialized agencies to bear in
mind that IAEA, which was established for the specific
purpose (If dealing with the peaceful uses of atomic
energy, had the leading position in that field; it invited
IAEA to hear in mind that the specialized agencies
concerned had certain responsibilities in relation to the
peaceful uses of atomic energy in their respective fields
of competence; it expressed the hope that the relation­
ship agreements between IAEA and several of the
specialized agencies would be soon concluded; and
called the attention of the specialized agencies and
IAEA to the fact that effective co-ordination required,
in addition to formal bilateral agreements, the develop­
ment of effective day-to-day working relationships
within the framework of general multilateral arrange­
ments for co-ordination in this field. In the fourth part
of the resolution. the Council urged all Governments
of Member States concerned to make special efforts,
in view of the complexity of the new enterprise, to
ensure co-ordination of policies with regard to the inter­
national promotion of the peaceful uses of atomic energy.

545. In the course of the debate members of the
Council considered the co-ordination of certain specific
projects in this field, i.e. the conference being organized
by UNESCO on the effects of radiation on the living
cell and the carriage of radio-active materials by air.
The hope was expressed that draft relationship agree­
ment" with those specialized agencies which had an
interest in the field of atomic energy would be concluded
in time for submission to the second General Con­
ference of IAEA, to be held in September 1958. In
connexion with the submission of reports by IAEA to
the Council, the representative of IAEA observed that
under its Statute and its relationship agreement with
the United Nations, the Agency was to submit reports
to the Council on matters within the latter's competence,
without regard to the timing of such reports. In reply
to observations regarding the abclition of the ACC
Sub-Committee on Atomic Energy Questions, it was
explained that the Sub-Committee had been set up in
1955 to meet special circumstances which had now
altered. In supervising co-ordination at the Secretariat
level, the ACC would, in that as in other programme
matters, be assisted as necessary by a working group
at the technical level.

Consultations between the Councll and the GO'l'erning
Body of the International Labour Office

546. The Council took note of a suggestion by the
Governing Body of the International Labour Office

that the-re should be direct contact between its represen­
tatives and those of the Council to discuss the general
principles of inter-organizational co-operation and co­
ordination and the problems arising in respect thereof,
including those that had arisen in connexion with
Council resolutions 664 and 665 (XXIV). The Gov­
erning Body had appointed a delegation to be available
for that purpose at a mutually convenient time and
place.

547. Members of the Council welcomed that initi­
ative as a practical proposal that would help to remove
misunderstandings and noted certain precedents for that
type of consultation, i.e. when the agreement between
the United Nations and the ILO had been concluded.
It adopted a resolution (694 F (XXVI» noting the
ILO suggestion and appointing a committee to par­
ticipate in the consultations consisting of the President
of the Council and the representatives of France,
Mexico, Netherlands, Sudan, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and Yugoslavia. The Council suggested that
the joint meeting be held in New York during Oc­
tober 1958.

548. During the debate, the hope was expressed
that if he found it possible the Secretary-General would
participate with the Council delegation in their consul­
tations with the delegation of the ILO.

Other questions

549. The Council also considered the third report
(E/3109)20 on programme co-ordination between
UNICEF and the regular and technical assistance pro­
grammes of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies; the report, submitted in pursuance of Council
resolution 630 C II (XX), paid particular attention to
the co-ordinated efforts being made to ensure effective
evaluation of the various programmes as evidenced by
the progress in the various countries. While several
members considered that the co-ordination machinery
in this field was functioning smoothly, others said that
the necessity of obtaining the approval of different
institutions should not be allowed to interfere with the
speed with which UNICEF could act. The Council
concluded its discussion by taking note with satisfaction
of the report.

CONCENTRATION OF ACTIVITIES

550. For the purpose of considering, under the
terms of resolution 664 (XXIV), the question of con­
centration of the activities of the United Nations and
the specialized agencies in the economic, social and
human rights fields, the Co-ordination Committee of
the Council met on 24 June 1958, one week before the
opening of the Council's twenty-sixth session.P- The
Committee took as a basis for its discussions the obser­
vations of the Secretary-General on the work pro­
gramme of the Council in the economic, social and
human rights fields (E/3134 and Add.l) and the rel­
evant sections of the reports of the functional and
regior:al economic commissions and the specialized
agencies.

551. On the recommendation of the Committee, the
Council adopted a resolution (693 B (XXVI)), in
which, after noting that the review of the work pro­
gramme was a continuing process and was not designed
primarily to bring about financial savings, but to enable

00 Ibid
21 ElAC.Z4/SR.l67 to 172 and 174; EjSR.I043.
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555. TIll' ('Ilullcil 011 ...11 l10ted with interest 1111' rl'cl'l1l
dl'Vl'lopllll'lIls Clll1Cl'rllill~ tlu- close-r Cll 0ll('ral inn 11\'­
tween l ' ~ \l'(':1' and tlu- rq,:ular und te-rhnirul a ...... islaIlCl·
pro~rall\llIl'S of Illl' I rllill'd :'Ilatilllls, a ...."'1 out in Ihl'
Sc'rrelarv-I ;C'lIl'ral's It'porl (F/3!()Cl) on 11ll' SlIhjrcl,
\\"el('(llllill~ Il.llsl' dl'vI'lopllll'nh, which it fell hllllld
illCfl-:ISt' the plls .... il.ilitie.... of givill~ practical as ... i laIlCl'
ill till' sllcial lit'ld III 1I111lt-r dt'vI'!olwd cOlllllril'';, 1111'
tunncil lI11ll'(1 the- SI'crt'lary (;I'Ill'ral's intention (E/
J IJ·k para. LI ) 10 provide fflr Sllllll' ... Irt'ngllll'ning of till'
social affairs lu-kl .... I;II"f fllr that purposl' within ('xislin~

slatT levels.

5.::'(1. With fl'gard III narcotics, the Connril agfl'C'cl
wiIh tlu- sIighllY lIlodili('c\ order 0 f priori Iit·.; rt'("lll11
uu-urk-rl by 1111' l·cllIlIl1is... ion on ~:\r('olic Ilrllgs (E/Ji,ll,
para. 22-23). 1{('l'!I~lIizill~ that treat v f('qllirt'II11'IIIS to
a large C'Xll'1I1 gllvl'rnl'd dllClIlIll'lIlalic'lI ill that til'lr\, it
l'ClII\llIl'IH\(·d the (·fllIIll1issilll1· ... prlll~ ,s:ds for lillliling
bolh the quantitv of doClllllc'l1laliol\ alld/of the t ransla­
tion \\""rklllad ill rt'sP!'ct flf Ill(' flll1f1wing: nati'll\allaw;
ancl n'gllbtilllls, I('dlllical lIlall'rial accolllpanying nlltili­
ralifl!ls of Ill'W lIarclllics, li-h flf al1lh"rilil's l'ntillt-d 10
issue lIarclltic import alld ex porI lirPlICl·s. al1d till' annual
paper Oll diat'I'lyllllllrphilll' ( E12IJ·1, para. 2·l25 ). TII('
('otl\ll,il \\pkflllll'c\ Ilw ( 'o\l1lllissil Ill'"'; clt-,"i ..;illll 10 n'vit·w
Ihe IlocullwntatilJII 111I lIarcotic .... r"lIlrlll eVl'ry }'l'ar ill
llrc\er to hllld il tll Ihe al1lounl Ill·r·cled. ()11 Ihe otlH'r
hand, tIll' ('llullcil nlltC'd that Ihe (:olllllli,siIJII had IIO!
illl10wed tl\(' Council's n'l'lll1lnH'lulatifln, as l"Ilnlainecl in
paragraph 2 of resollltilln (,(/1 If (X X I \. ), as regards
appoin tmc~lIts tll the IJrtlg" SlIpervisory Ill)( Iy Cli persons
who are members of the Permanent Central ()pilll1l
Board.

~:J/, \\'ith reg'ard to (~cti7'i/il's in the fi,'ld of hI/man
rif/hts, the C,,11l1cil ielt that the ('o11lmission on I I U111:1n
Rights anll its Sub-Conullis;;ion on Prevention of Dis­
crimination ancl Protection of Minorities were moving­
in the right c1irel,tion in respect to the limitation of doru­
mentation (E/J13+, para. 30). \\'hile it had no specHic
proposals to make with respect to the }'car!J()o!? OH

HIIIW!H Rif/hts. the Cllnsensus was that, at the current
stage. the Ycar!Joo!,' shoul(1 continue to be pUblisherl
annually; overlapping between the Vcar!Joo!? and the
triennial reports shoull\, however, he avoirlecl. The
Council found the l'onc1usions 0 f the Committee on Ihe
Ye~rbol1k acceptable, suhject to the comment of the
Secretary-General that. in general. only leg-al or con­
stitutional text:; anll court decisions should he pub­
lished therein I E/313+, para. 31). It ~tressed the need
tD aVDid duplication bt't'ween the Secretary-General'~

summary Df government reports and the reports of spe­
cialized agencit's amI welcomed the Secretary-General's
suggestion (F/313+. para. 32) that a detailed plan he
dra\\"11 up to guide Governments in preparing future
series 0 f trienllial reports.

55~. The Council welcomed the efforts made bv the
l 'utlll1\is:;ion DIl the Status of \Y,1Ii1.en to relluc·e its
th1ct\lnentatilln h!' ::;pacing, staggering or discontinuing
certain repl'rts hitherto prepared 011 an annual basis.

55\). The l\lt111Cil expres::;ed satisfactioll with the
devdopn1l'nt 0 f the prllgratlll1\e 0 i a,lvisory "en"ices in
the ridll uf lllllllall rights and with the fact that all in­
l'!"l'a"illg IItllllher uf l'lltllltries were offering to act as
hllst fllr sel1\inars ullder that pwgrall\me, It attached

the Council to consider how hest to use the limited
resources available in the light of l'han~in~ require­
ments, it approved the Secretary-t ;elll'ral's t'tTorls 10
achieve a gn'ater concentration of art ivi Iit'S in the ('('11­

nomic. social and human rights lu-lds. as set forth in
his report (E/,3134 and Arkl.l ).~~ and n'q\t('s!l'(1 him
to continue those dTorls and prepare ior the ('olmril,
at its twenty-eighth session, a similar report, kt-l'pin~

in mind the principles outlined in Council resolution
664 t XXI V), annex A. The Council ('mphasized the
desirability that the regional and fuuctional couuuissi.ms
should keep under constant review their calendars of
conferences and meetings, particularly those of work­
ing parties, ad hoc bodies, and subsidiary or~ans, with
the aim of reducing, whenever possihk-, the number
and the length of those meetings, aruI that, when so
doing, they should bear in mind the provisions of ( ien­
eral Assembly resolution 1202 (X I I). \\'hik endorsing
the view of the Secretary-t iencral regarding the
periodicity of meetings of functional commissions, that,
as a general principle, the biennial pattern should he
adopted wherever practicable, the Council (ledlted that
the Couunission on I Iuman Rights and the ('1.mruisxion
o,n the Status of Women might for the time heing con­
tmue to hold annual meetings. It requested the Trans­
port a\l(~ Communications Commission, in view partic­
ularly ot the fact that nlCO hall come into existence,
to submit to the Cuuncil. at its twentv-eighth session,
a final report on its work, including recllmmetHlations
for future arrangements for handling- the remainin<t
activities hitherto performed by the Cummission. "

552, In an annex to the resolution, the Council ex­
pressed its agreement with the Secretarv-GeneraI's
suggestion that the Secretariat might he entrusted, to
an increasing extent. with certain functions for which
ad hoc committees had from time to time heen set up
by functional commissions. and requested those com­
mis~ions. as f~r as possible to be guided by that sug­
gestIOn, It hemg understood that the respnnsihilitv for
~~view of progr~mme questior:s and questions of prior­
Ittes must ::ont111ue to rematn with the commissions
and the Council.

553. \Yith reference to statistical actiL'itics. the
Council agreed with the proposed re-allocation of pri­
orities recommended hv the Statistical Commission on
the hasis 0 f the Secreta"ry-General's proposals (E/313+,
para. 12-1+), it being understood that the programme
of work, which would include the compendium of social
statistil's. clluld he t111tkrtaken without additional finan­
cial n'stlurces, The l\lulll'il requested the 'secretarv­
(~ent'ral to clllltinue to explore methods to achieve r"e­
dUl,tiolls in the volume of dllcumentation directlv
suhlllittt'tl tn the Statistical Commission and to cnntinue
tilt' rigofLlus editorial pLllic,Y folklwed in regard tLl the
inLTt'asing v\llume 0 f pttblishable statistics.

53+, .-\s n'ganls social acti7'itics, the Council stated
that while it wLlttltl review, at its twentv-sixth sessiLln,
the I[llt'stiollof the ftttme l'lIitetl Nation~ programme ill
the iield of social llt'feuct', takillg illtLl aCl'ouut recom­
1IIt'llllat io\\s 0 f the ~ocial l \l\\\l\\issill\I, it l\(lted amI e\\­
dor;;t'd Illl~ ~l'rrdarv-( ;eneral's sugxestiLl\\ that he shoulll
\1I11h-rtake i\\ f01"1 \\al disl'\lSsio\\s with l ;ll\,enlllll'nts ami
11l'\\-gll'"t'rImll'lItal \lrg-:lIlizatil IIIS ~ 1"-313+, para. l~-lll).

illilmllv alllllg the lilll's illllicatl'd ill his "( >bservati\lnS on
tilt' wllrk prl'gralllllle of tl\l' l'ott\\cil ill the enlnomil',
~ol'ial awl hllmall rights tiehls". The l'tltl\lcil expressed

'" Ulh,i"l I,<,·,""rds ut the' E<,u/lUlIli<, (//ld Su<'ial CultIk'il
T,,'cllt.\" sixth S"SSiU/I, ."l/1I1<'X~S, agenda itt'\I1 ,~.
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1~ll'ticular illl!'orlaul't· to :-('lIIillar~ tlf a rq~i(lllal rharnc­
tcr.

S(~l, \\'ltlt l'l·fnl·lIfl· 101'("11"/11;(' matters. tlu- ('01111­
cif ~In'ssl'" the illl\lI11lallt'l· of till' work to II(' ~lIHkr­

t.ikr-u hv t lu- S"I'Il'1anal ill 1111' lil·I" ... tlf irulu ... lnah/alloll
awl \\,a'It'r rr:... tlIIIITs. III ...tI far a ... iuduvtr ialivut iou was
Ctllll'I·lIl1'd. it w.rs tli till' tll'illioll that tIll' work should
Ill' .ltl'l'l'Il·" "11 a" 10 "Iillltlbll' I'ractil'al al'litlll. ill dOSl'
co tllll'r;llitlll with 1111' "I"'ciali/l'd a~:"lIcil'''' t'lIIHTrlll''',
awl that tlu- COlIll'tI"illOIl of 1111' ctlllllllitln' of (':\I)('rh
\'OIlII'lIll'bll'd ill l';tI'agral'h 12 oi ('olllll'il re"ollltitlll
1'/'( :\ j \ X V) ,,110111" rr-Ilrrt till' varil'ly tlf ... ituat ions
oJ,laillill,g ill "ill','1 1'111 I'l'gitllls, '~I'g;lI'llillg the r-xtr-nsiou
.uul anTII'1;11 inn of wurk Oil water l'e...olll'('I's devl'lol'­
1I11'lIt. tlu- truuuil 1IIII'h;l"i/l''' IIIl' ~igllilil'aIHT of IIIl'
\\111''' all" Inhled Ih;ll tll(' ITIIIIT 10 Ill' 1·"lal,li ...lll'l! ill
till' S,·rt'l'\;Il"i;lt. umh-r para,graph 3 of ('oullcil n-solu­
tion IllS (\ \ \.). 1'011'1 I V, would II(' ellahled 10
I'by ;1 ,,"h ... t.mtial r~.!l' ill ~Ill' lic·I" of water lTSOIIITI'S
d('\Tltll'"11'11, 1IIl'IIld:;lg Il'glollal water Ikvl'1t1I'"H'1I1 awl
111 ilizat JOIl ruul \11ld('\'l~ IolllHI water dl'\'(·lol'"11'lI1.

SI,). Tlu- (muuil al'l'ro\Td the gradual implcnu-n­
1;lli'lll I'rol"l,sl'd h), tlu- S(·\·ITlarr·( ;('11('1'011 tlf (·OIIl.H'il
n'SlIllItioll 1,)·1 (' rxx11) awl n',c'lIIl'hasi/l'd the 1111­

IlllrtaIH'(' .'1 i n'soll r~('s a I~d rcquirru 1l'1I1 S :lIrn'ys, 1.'ar­
ti"lIlarh' 111 {'l IIIIH·,·I HIli \\'It h IIll' fCll'lhl'Ollllllg ('stahltsh­
11 Il'II I I;f tIll' SI'I'l'ial "ulld, II 11I1I('d the efforls lIIade
hv IIIl' ('tllIlIllis"i'lll 011 IlItl'maliollal ('oll,lwlllity Trad(·
lil\\'ards lhe forlllltlalioll oi a \\'drk I'l'ogralllllH' alld
Irthled Iltal tll(' slll'('ial arrallgl'lIlt'lIh iliadI' hy tht' ,\('(:
(1<:/31J-1. para, SO) wllllld illl"tlll'r ('lllltribllll' tll till'
t'1l1lt"'lllrali'lll of dTll!'tS ill Ihat lidl!.

~f>.!, \\'ilh regard 10 1"I'!I;OUl1! c'("ouo1l1ic' adi,'i/;c's.
llll' ('oll1ll'il lIotl'd \\'ilh satisial'lioll tl1l' ext('llt to whil'h
tIll' prilH'il'l(·,s oi 1'1l11l'('lltratillll alld co-ordillatinll hacl
bel'lI applil'd ill tIll' !'eview of progralll1lles by the
n'gillllal C'co11l1mic COllllllissiollS alld their secrelariats,
allt! Ihe pl'ogn'ss that had heell made in that connex­
iOll, [t J'('calll'd the sllggestioll ollllinecl in paragraph 7
of ("l\1I1ril reso!l1tion 5fJU :\ I (XX.) that the Secrdary­
(;('lll'ral alld till' ('olllll'il's sllb,~idian' hodi(·s hear in
milld that l'I'rlain artivities might Ill'tier II(' I1n(lertak!'n
b\' stll'h bodies as universities. Ilational. private or Jluh­
li~' inst it111 illllS. or llon-goVl'rtllllelllal organizations, in
ordn to permit the Secretariat to make tlw most efTec­
tivl' llse of ils U\\'Il resources. The COl1ncil coml11el1(led
the expn'ss('d intentions of ECE and ECA1'E to make
I1se of that procedure allll t'xpn'ssed lhe hope lhat the
other regiollal eC011umic conullissions would give con­
sit!eration to its I1se wherever practicahle.

5{),). \\'ith respcd tu the relatiunships betwecn <l'ork
/,roi/rl1J/lJ1lcs aud resourccs, the Council appreciated the
etl'orts that had been made by the Secretary-General
to ruIuce the length aml1ltllulJer of the tlocuments CUIll­

illg before it anti its subsidiary bodies, It decided to
cOllsider, at its twenty-eighth session, in the light of
developments in the llve-year appraisal of programmes.:!3
whether the Secretary-General's consolidated statement
of work programmes might be dispensed with or alter­
natively produced not annually but at two-yearly or
three-yearly intervals,

564, The Council expressed its approval of the pro­
cedure that was being followed for the implementation
of rule 34 of its rules of procedure on "Estimates of
expenditure", It expressed the hope that rule 28 of the
rules of procedure of the functional commissions, on

l!:l Council resolution 665C (XXIV),

•._-,---.
"I':stilllates of expenditures", would be fully imple
1I1l'1I1t·C!. After 1I0ting that the regiollal evouomic corn­
mi ...... inn- had no such rules. the t 'ouncil requested that
tlu- (':\('l'lItin' st'nl'laries should sulnnit to those mm­
IlIi,.sil'lb tlu- fin.mrial implicat iou-, oi I'l'Ilgranlllll's or
I'rc,jn'ls Ill'i"r,' ,ll'l'rOYal.

Sl,5, Fin.rllv, Oil the n-comnu-ndation of the Co­
nrrlin.itiou ('o;lllllitll'C', till' ('otlllcil adopted a rcsolu­
t ion / /JlJJ:\ (X. XVI) I, (kalillg with the rt'SIl(III~I' made
1,\, till' ,"'P('I'i;I!I/I'd agellril's to the invitation addressed
t;, tlu-m hv till' ('clllllriJ in l'araL:raph 2 i b ) of rr-solu­
tioll',I ..( ,\ (\\IV), III inclu.k- ill tlu-ir f('llllrls ill 1')5X
J'a ......ag(·s dealing :-perilirally with tlu- further rnm'('ntra:
t iuu of tlu-ir prngranlllll''' and tll cite examples 01
rourt-nt rut iun arhi('\Td durim; the precl"ding year.
.\fll'l" statillg that it cOllsidered that such concentration
"f adi\·iti(·s. tll arhi('\T its full value should he' a rem­
tillllillg I'I"IIITS". tlu- tuuncil noted with s:'ltisfaction,thc
l'll'llrh ],('illg nuulc hy the sperialized agenci('s 111 achieve
Inrtlu-r ronrvnt raf ion of their prograllllll('S, expressed
its thanks to t lu- splTializetl agencies fill' tlu-ir re ... pOlIS(·
III tlu- ahovc rel/lll',,1 of the Council, alld invited them
to illc).lIk similar passages ill their rel'0rh in }!J5IJ and
"'lIh,,('( [uent years.

I :\TEll:\.\TlO:\M. ('O-()I'EIlATICl:O; I~ TilE FIEl.n~

Ill' Sl'lEl'OCE, (TI.T1'llE AlIOll FIIFCATIO:-l

SttfJ. In aernrdalln' with tIll' rt'ljllest oi tlJ(' (;t'nera!
.\ ......(·llIhlv (f('soltlti'ln 1)(14- (x. I I) ), the ('ouncil paid
,.;pc·cial ;~tt('lItillll at its twelltv-sixth s('ssion24 to ~he
stalc'lIll'lIts of tIll' specializ('d ag(·I.ries cOllcl"rtled. as IIt­
r111ded ill th('ir annual reporls/:' regarding their views
alld activities and any information which they had on
the vie\\'s awl aCliviti('s of (;o\'('nll1\('lIts in the fir-le! of
illtC'rt1:ltiflllal educational. scientific and cultural co­
operatilm.

S()/, I )l1ring the ckhate. it was suggestecl t,hat a
survev oi illlc'rnatiol1al relalioll.~ allll exchanges 111 the
li('lds' 0 f science, culwre and education should he made
ill ordc'r to conH'V a fuller pit-ture than hall IJeen pre­
sl'n!l'd in the aho've ,;Iat('mc'nls and provide a possihle
hasis for f(TOIIJlJ 11'IH la tilllls hv the ('lJuncil for the
promot ion uf international co-ojleration as a whol~, The
view was exprt'ssed that the survey should cuntam cer­
tain recummendations Oil the best methods of improvillg'
co-operatioll amI should stress the importance of such
cu-uperatiun to the under-(kve1oped countries,

5(1~':' Some delegations supported a proposal, !I~at

V:\JESCO should he relJllestecl to as~ull1e responsllnltty
for preparing a conn'ntinn hased on thp' illlluwing ,main
prillciples: wide aC'ceS:-i hy the peoples ot all countnes to
the results achieved in the tields of science. culture and
educatilln; the conclusion. on a footing of equality, of
bilateral and lllultilateral agreements between cOllntries
re'Tardin'T the exchange of results achieved in the fields
ol'scienc~, culture and education; the provision. by the
economically and technicallv hig-hlv-tleveloped coun­
tries. uf hirge-scale assistailce to "the less-developed
countries in the organization of education and scientific
research work; the encouragement of study, in nat!onal
educational institutions, of the latest results achIeved
by other countries in the fields of science, culture and

"' E/AC.2..J.jSR.179 to 182; E/SR.1044,
"'UXESCO-E/3101 and Cord &2 (part IlI); \VHO­

E/3106/Add,1 put V, section (a); ITU-E/3122. chapter ~V,
section 6; chapter V, section on "International Co-operation
in the Fields of Culture and Science"; W~10-E/3090, paras. 1,
5. 18. annex C.
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Annex

,

had taken place as regards the scientific, technical and
economic aspects of the problem of natural resources
during the nine years that had elapsed since the Confer­
ence had been held, it would indeed be useful to hold a
second conference within the foreseeable future; they
considered that the prestige of the Council would be
enhanced if it made full use of its powers to promote
the rational utilization of natural resources.

""E/3103.
27 E/SR.1023 and 1024.
ss E/SR.I023.

Section 11. Convention on the Privileges and
Immunltles of the Specialized Agencies:

draft annex relating to the Interna­
tional Finance Corporation

572. The Secretary-General informed the Council
at its twenty-fifth session that the International Finance
Corporation had expressed a desire that the Convention
on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized
Agencies, approved by the General Assembly in resolu­
tion 179 (II), be made applicable to IFC. The Secre­
tary-General recalled the procedure whereby the Con­
vention might be made applicable to a newly established
agency by means of an appropriate annex and stated26
that, after consultation with the President of the IFC,
he would submit a proposed draft annex to the Council
for consideration at its twenty-sixth session. That was
done, and, at its twenty-sixth session,27 the Council
adopted a resolution (677 (XXVI)) recommending
to the IFC a draft annex to the Convention.

Section m. Co-operation between the United
Nations and The Hague Conference on Private

International Law and the International In­
stitute for the Unification of Private Law

573. The Council, at its twenty-sixth session, con­
sidered'" the question of co-operation between the
United Nations and The Hague Conference on Private
International Law and the International Institute for
the Unification of Private Law. It adopted a resolution
(678 (XXVI) ), in which it requested the Secretary­
General to take appropriate steps to ensure a reciprocal
exchange of information and documentation with the
two organizations in question, in matters of mutual in­
terest. so as to promote co-operation and co-ordination
with them; and it further requested the Secretary­
General to report to the Council, whenever appropriate,
on matters within the area of activities of the two or­
ganizations which might be of interest to it.

Twellty-sixth session

International Organization for Standardization
Development and co-ordination of the economic, social and human rights programmes and

activities of the United Nations and the specialized agencies as a whole-NGO Committee
meeting: E/C.2/SR.l74.
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education; and the abstention hv individual countries
from hostile propaganda against other countries in mat­
ters of science, culture and education. The majority of
members felt that the same results could be achieved
hy requesting l:;:..J ESCO. in making a survey of inter­
national relations and exchanges in the fields of science,
culture and education. to include recommendations for
separate and joint action to promote further interna­
tional co-operation in those fields.

56<). The Council adopted a resolution (695
(XXVI) ), in which it urged the States members of
the United Nations and of the specialized agencies to
transmit to UNESCO information as to their views and
activities concerning international co-operation in the
fields of education, science and culture. It invited
UNESCO to prepare, in co-operation with the United
Nations and the interested specialized agencies, and to
submit to the Council at an early session, and, if pos­
sible, at its twenty-eighth session, a survey of interna­
tional relations and exchanges in the fields of education,
science and culture based on the communications re­
ceived from Governments of Member States, including
any recommendations for separate and joint action to
promote further international co-operation in those
fields.

570. In connection with the general question of in­
ternational co-operation in the fields of science, culture
and education, the Council also considered a proposal
for the calling of a second United Nations scientific
conference on the conservation and utilization of re­
sources. The Council generally recognized the impor­
tance of conservation and rational utilization of world
resources for the requirements of production and con­
sumption. It was felt that useful experience has been
gained from the United Nations Scientific Conference
on the Conservation and Utilization of Resources, held
in 1949, and the view was expressed that it would be
of vital importance to the under-developed countries
for surveys of natural resources to be undertaken, with
particular reference to the work which the regional
economic commissions might undertake in this area
of activities.

571. Most members felt, however, that the holding
of a large conference would not be the best method of
approaching the matter at this stage, and suggested,
instead. an approach along functional lines. certain
aspects of the question being dealt with respectively by
the Council itself, the regional economic commissions,
the United Nations Secretariat and the appropriate
specialized agencies. The question might be considered
again at a later stage, in the light of further experience.
Other members stated that. since important advances
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Chapter IX

NON~GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

S{'('!iOIl I. List of non-governmental crganleatlons
iu consultative status

574. Seven applications and re-applications from
non-govermucntul orgnuizntions for cousultative status
with the Council wen' considered! bv the Council Corn­
mittee on Nun-I ;owrmuental t )rgatiizatil)llS during the
period under review and reported on hy the Committee
at the twenty-fifth session t E/3(73).:! The Council re­
viewed" the report of the l 'onuuittce and discussed two
suggested amendments to the report. On the recom­
mendation of the Committee, the Council decided (reso­
lution (17,) tXX\") ) to g-runt the request of one inter­
national organization for reclassification from the Reg­
ister to category B, to place another international or­
ganization on the Register of the Secretary-General, and
to defer until 1l}S9 consideration of the applications of
two other international organizations for category B
consultative status. It decided not to grunt the request
of another international organization for category B
consultative status and not to place one organization on
the Register. The Council turther decided not to grant
category B consultative status to another international
org;niiation and to deny its request to be placed on the
Register.

S75. The non-governmental organieations in con­
sultative status with the Council in pursuance of Article
71 of the Charter, as of 31 July 1958, are listed below.
Of these. 10 are in category A and 112 in category n.
An additional 180 organizations are on the Register of
the Secretarv-General for ad hoc consultations in ac­
cordance with resolution 288 13 eX), paragraph 17. The
organizations are all international unless otherwise in­
dicated.

Category A

International Chamber of Commerce
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
International Co-operative Alliance
International Federation of Agricultural Producers
International Federation of Christian Trade Unions
International Organisation of Employers
Inter-Parliamentary Union
World Federation of Trade Unions
World Federation of United Nations Associations
,,-orld Veterans Federation

Cateaors B

Agudas Israel World Organization
All India Women's Conference (India)
All Pakistan Women's Association (Pakistan)
Anti-Slavery Society, The (United Kingdom)
Associated Country Women of the World
CARE (Co-operative for American Remittances to Every­

where, Inc.) (United States of America)

1 E/C.2/SR.1iO.
2 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,

T'11:ciity-jijth Session, Annexes, agenda item 10.
a E/SR.1004 and 1019.

Carncgie Endowment for International Peace
t United States of America)

Catholic International Union for Social Service
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America

tUnited States of America)
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, The
Confederation internationale du credit populaire
Consultative Council of Jewish Organizations
Co-ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations
Friends World Committee for Consultation
Howard League for Penal Reform (United Kingdom)
Indian Council of World Affairs (India)
Inter-American Council of Commerce and Production
Inter-American Federation of Automobile Clubs
Inter-American Press Association
Inter-American Statistical Institute
International Abolitionist Federation
International African Institute
International Air Transport Association
International Alliance of Women-Equal Rights, Equal Re-

sponsibili ties
International Association of Juvenile Court Judges
International Association of Penal Law
International Association of Schools of Social Work
International Automobile Federation
International Bar Association
International Bureau for the Suppression of Traffic in Persons
International Catholic Child Bureau
International Catholic Migration Commission
International Catholic Press Union
International Commission against Concentration Camp

Practices
International Commission of Jurists
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
International Committee of Scientific Management
International Committee of the Red Cross
International Conference of Catholic Charities
International Conference of Social Work
International Congresses for Modern Architecture
International Co-operative Women's Guild
International Council for Building Research, Studies

and Documentation
International Council of Women
International Criminal Police Organization
International Federation for Housing and Town Planning
International Federation for the Rights of Man
International Federation "Amies de la jeune fille"
International Federation of Business and Professional Women
International Federation of Journalists
International Federation of Newspaper Publishers (Propri-

etors) and Editors
International Federation of Settlements
International Federation of University Women
International Federation of Women Lawyers
International Fiscal Association
International Institute of Administrative Sciences
International Institute of Public Finance
International Islamic Economic Organization
International Labour Assistance
International Law Association, The
International League for the Rights of Man. The
International Movement for Fraternal Union Among

Races and Peoples
International Organization for Standardization
International Road Federation
International Road Transport Union

I
I
1

\

B

c
C
C
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International Social Service
International Society for Criminology
International Society for the Welfare of Cripples
International Society of Social Defence
International Statistical Institute
International Thrift Institute
International Touring Alliance
International Union for Child Welfare
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural

Resources
International Union for Inland Navigation
International Union for the Scientific Study of Population
International Union of Architects
International Union of Family Organizations
International Union of Local Authorities
International Union of Marine Insurance
International Union of Official Travel Organizations
International Uni-on of Producers and Distributors of Electric

Power
International Union of Public Transport
International Union of Railways
International Union of Socialist Youth
Junior Chamber International
League of Red Cross Societies
Liaison Committee of Women's International Organizations
Lions International-The International Association

of Lions Clubs
National Association of Manufacturers (United States

of America)
Nouvelles equipes intcrnationales-Union des democrates

chretiens
Pan Pacific South-East Asia Women's Association
Pax Romana-International Catholic Movement for Intel­

lectual and Cultural Affairs and International Movement
of Catholic Students

Rotary International
Salvation Army, The
Societe belge d'etudes et d'expansion (Belgium)
Society of Comparative Legislation (France)
South American Petroleum Institute
Women's International League for Peace and Freedsm
World Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations
World Assembly of Youth
World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching

Profession
World Council for the Welfare of the Blind
World Federation of Catholic Young Women and Girls
World Jewish Congress
World Movement of Mothers
World Power Conference
World Union for Progressive Judaism
World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations
World Young Women's Christian Association
World's Woman's Christian Temperance Union
Young Christian Workers

Register

Aero Medical Association
American Foreign Insurance Association (United States

of America)
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. (United

States of America)
Arab Union
Asian Relations Organization
Association internationale des interets radio-maritirnes
Biometric Society, The
Boy Scouts' International Bureau
Cornite d'etudes economiques de l'industrie du gaz
Committee for Economic Development (United States of

America)
Conference of Internationally-Minded Schools
Co-ordinating Secretariat of National Unions of Students
Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences
Dairy Industries Society International
Econometric Society, The
Engineers Joint Council
European Association for Animal Production

73

European Broadcasting Union
European Bureau for Youth and Childhood
European Confederation of Agriculture
European Union of Coachbuilders
Federation internationale libre des deportes et internes de la

resistance
Federation of International Furniture Removers
Hansard Society for Parliamentary Government
Institute of International Law
Inter-American Association of Broadcasters
Inter-American Association of Sanitary Engineering
International Academy of Forensic and Social Medicine
International Aeronautical Federation
International Amateur Radio Union
International Association for Liberal Christianity and

Religious Freedom
International Association for Research in Income and Wealth
International Association for the Exchange of Students for

Technical Experience
International Association for the Prevention of Blindness
International Association for Vocational Guidance
International Association of Art Critics
International Association of Crafts and Small and Medium-

sized Enterprises
International Association of Gerontology
International Association of Horticultural Producers
International Association of Legal Science
International Association of Microbiological Societies
International Association of Physical Oceanography
International Association of Universities
International Association of University Professors and

Lecturers
International Astronomical Union
International Broadcasting Organization
International Bureau of Motorcycle Manufacturers
International Cargo Handling Co-ordination Association
International Catholic Film Office
International Center for Wholesale Trade
International Chamber of Shipping
International Commissi-on on Illumination
International Commission on Radiological Protection
International Commission on Radiological Units
International Committee for Social Sciences Documentation
International Committee of Catholic Nurses
International Committee on Radio Electricity
International Confederation of Midwives
International Confederation of Professional and

Intellectual Workers
International Confederation of Societies of Authors and

Composers
International Conference on Large Electric Systems
International Container Bureau
International Council for Educational Films
International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies
International Council of Commerce Employers
International Council of Museums
International Council of Nurses
International Council of Scientific Unions
International Council of Social Democratic Women
International Council on Archives
International Dairy Federation
International Dental Federation
International Diabetes Federation
International Economic Association
International Falcon Movement
International Federation for Documentation
International Federation of Air Line Pilots Associations
International Federation of Art Film
International Federation of Building and Public Works

(Employers' Confederation)
International Federation of Catholic Youth
International Federation of Children's Communities
International Federation of Cotton and Allied Textile

Industries
International Federation of Film Producers Associations
International Federation of Free Journalists (of Central and

Eastern Europe and Baltic and Balkan Countries )
International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics
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International Federation of Home Economics
International Federation of Independent Air Transport
International Federation of Library Associations
International Federation of Organisations for School

Correspondence and Exchanges
International Federation of Radio Officers
International Federation of Senior Police Officers
International Federation of the Periodical Press
International Federation of the Phonographic Industry
International Federation of Workers' Educational

Associations
International Federation of Workers' Travel Associations
International Fertility Association
International Gas Union
International Geographical Union
International Hospital Federation
International House Association
International Hydatidological Association
International Institute of Differing Civilizations
International Institute of Public Law
International Institution of the Middle Classes
Internau anal Landworkers' Federation
International League Against Rheumatism
International Leprosy Association, The
International Literary and Artistic Association
International Medical Federation for Sport
International Music Council
International Olive Growers' Federation
International Organization Against Trachoma
International Paediatric Association
International P.E.X. Club-A World Association of Writers
International Permanent Bureau of Automobile Manufacturers
International Pharmaceutical Federation
International Political Science Association
International Radio Maritime Committee
International Rayon and Synthetic Fibres Committee
International Real Estate Federation
International Relief Committee for Intellectual Workers
International Schools Association
International Scientific Radio Union
International Shipping Federation Ltd., The
Internati --,al Social Science Council
Internat'<nal Society for Blood Transfusion
International Society for Soil
International Sociological Association
International Special Committee on Radio Interference
International Studies Conference
International Temperance Union
International Theatre Institute
International Union Against Cancer
International Union Against Tuberculosis
International Union Against Venereal Diseases and the

Treponematoses
International Union for Health Education of the Public
International Union for Protecting Public Morality
International Union of Aviation Insurers
International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
International Union of Nutritional Sciences
International Union of Scientific Psychology
International Vegetarian Union
International World Calendar Association
International Youth Hostel Federation
Joint Committee of International Teachers' Federations
Joint International Committee for Tests Relating to the Pro-

tection of Telecommunication Lines and Underground Ducts
Liberal International, World Liberal Union
Lutheran World Federation
Medical Women's International Association
Mew Education Fellowship (The International)
Open Door International
O.R.T. World Union
Pacific Science Association
Permanent Committee for the International Veterinary

Congresses
Permanent International Association of Navigation Congresses
Permanent International Committee on Canned Foods
St. jean's International Social and Political Alliance
Service Civil International

Societe europeenne de culture
Soroptimist International Association
Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies Working for

Refugees
Union of International Associations
Union of International Engineering Organizations
Union OSE.-World Wide Organisation for Child Care,

Health and Hygiene Among Jews
Universal Esperanto Association
World Association for Public Opinion Research
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, The
World Confederation for Physical Therapy
World Federation for Mental Health
World Federation of Democratic Youth
World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists
World Federation of the Deaf
World Friendship Federation
World Medical Association
World Organization for Early Childhood Education
World Poultry Science Association
World Union of Catholic Teachers
World Union of Jewish Students
'World University Service
World's Student Christian Federation

Section 11. Operating consultative arrangements

"rRITTEN STATEMENTS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL

ORG.\NIZATIONS

576. In the period under review. fiftv-one written
statements were submitted to the Council or its com­
missions, under paragraphs 22. 23. 28 and 29 of reso­
lution 288 B (X), by twenty-eight individual organiza­
tions. The subjects of these written statements and the
names of the organizations which submitted them are
listed in the annexes to the various chapters of the
present report as appropriate.

HEARIXGS OF XOX-GOVER:><MExTAL ORGANIZATIONS

577. During the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth ses­
sions of the Council, seven organizations in category A
made statements on agenda items under rule 86 of the
rules of procedure. as follows:

T'wcnty-fiftlz session

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions on
items 5 and 6;4

International Federation of Christian Trade Unions on
items 5 and 6 ;5

\Vorld Federation of Trade Unions on items 5 and 6;6
\\'orld Federation of United Nations Associations on

item 6.7

Tircnty-sixtli session

International Chamber of Commerce on item 5;8
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions on

items 2, 5, 6 and 10;9
International Federal of Agricultural Producers on item

6;10
International Federation of Christian Trade Unions on

items 2, 4, 5 and 10;11

• E/SR,1006 and 1011.
5 E/SR.1006 and 1011.
o E/SR,1005 and 1011.
7 E/SR.1006.
BElAC.6/SR,252.
DE/SR,1026 and 1034; EjAC.6jSR.243 and EjAC.7jSR.379.
10 ElAC.6jSR,243.
11 EjSR.1028, 1034 and 1037; ElAC.7jSR.379

74



International Organization for Standardization on items
3 and 8;19

International Road Federation on item 4 ;20

Pax Romana on item 4 ;~1

St. John's International Social and Political Alliance on
item 11 ;:l~

World Federation of Catholic Young Women and Girls
on item 10 ;23

World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations on
item 3.24

579. The Committee also heard brief statements by
representatives of organizations in category A on the
agenda items on which they were later heard by the
Council."

580. Many organizations were heard by the commis­
sions of the Council, as noted passim in previous chap­
ters, and in the reports of the commissions.

I
l
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"'l'C,"~:'~'world F~~cration of Trade Unions on items 2, 4 and
8;12

World Federation of united Nations Associations on
item 4 ;13

World Veterans Federation on items 4 and 8.14

578. During the twenty-sixth session, nine organiza­
tions in category II and one organization on the Register
were heard by the Council Committee on Non-Govern­
mental Organizations on agenda items under rule 85 of
the rules of procedure, as follows:
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America

on item 2 ;15

Commission of the Churches on International Affairs on
item 14 ;16

International Council of Women on items 10, 11 and
14;17

International Federation of University Women on item
11;18
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Chapter X

FINANCIAL Il\IPLICATIONS OF ACfIONS TAKEN
BY THE COUNCIL

Age

:\GE1':1>A OF TilE RESUMED

1K Elections."
19. Confirmation 0 f mem

sions of the Council.
20. Work of the Council il
21. Carriage of narcotic cl

craft engaged in intcn

AGENDA FOR TIlE TW

1. Adoption of the sessio
2. World economic situati

(a) Survey of the \'IT

eluding questions
to the expansion

(b) Consideration of
economic commis

,3~1. In accordance with rule 3-1- oi its rules of pro­
cedure. the Council wa,; provided with statements of
the financial implic.uions of proposals and decisions
made at its twcnty-ti ith ami twenty-sixth sessions.

:'~2. .\ note submitted hv the Secrctarv-Gencral
( E /311:' ) I at the tweutv-fifth session summarized the
financial implications u I"the actions which the Council
was then considering, while at the opening of the
twenty-sixth session the Secretary-General presented. in
accordance with l\llllldl resolution 6ti-I- B (XXIV)'
his observations on the work programme of the Council
(El 313-1- ),:: together with a statement of the financial
implications or" the proposals then before the Council
and of the actions taken at its previous session (1-:/313-1-/
Add. 1).:: The Council also had before it, for the pur­
pose oi information. a consolidated statement (arranged
under major subject headings) of the work programmes
in the economic, social ard human rights fields (E/
3135).

5~3. These several submissions were supplemented
in the course oi the twentv-sixth session hv a budgetary
analysis of the Council's 'work programme as rel'lecte(1
in the Secretarv-Geueral's initial estimates for 1959
(E/3162 ).: .

58-1-. Certain of the decisions which the Council took
at the two sessions haYe continuing financial implica­
tions. Those requiring new funds in 1959 are: the estab­
lishment of the Economic Commission for Africa; the
programmes of work on industrialization and produc­
tivity and on the development of water resources; the
establishment of an international administrative service :
the expansion of the programme of advisory services in
the field of human rights; a programme of periodical
appraisals of the world economic situation; and the
printing on an annual basis of the H ousinq and B uild-

1 Official Records of the Economic alld Social Council,
Tsccnty-fiitl: Session, Annexes, agenda item 13.

• Ibid., Tnocnty-sixtli Session, AllIlC.WS. agenda item 3.
a Ibid., agenda item 21.

in[l Statistics Bulletin of ECE. The Secretary-General
undertook to finance the arrangements for co-operation
between the L'nited :\ations Hureau 0 i Social A ffairs
and l':\ ICE F in !<J,3I) without specific additional provi­
sion. The inclusion of 1ran within the geographical
scope and membership of EC:\ FE will necessitate budg­
etary provision as from 1960.

5~5. Other decisions. which were take!' at the
twenty-sixth session. have financial implications of a
non-recurrent nature relating to: the establishment of
an advisorv committee (to meet in 1059 and 1960) in
connexion .with the five-year appraisal of programmes
c..lled for under resolution (l65 C lXXIV) ; the attend­
nuce oi the members of ICCIC.\ at the 19S<) session of
the Commission on International Connnoditv Trade;
the appointment 0 i a :. Iiddle East narcotics survey mis­
sion; the holding in 1960 oi a plenipotentiary conference
for the adoption of a Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs; a11<1 the calendar of conferences for 1059.

586. At the close of the twenty-sixth session the
Secrctarv-Gencral submitted to the Council a statement
of the financial implications of the actions taken by the
Council (E/31i2 and Corr. 1) .:1 It showed that the
additional budgetary provision required for 1<)59 was
estimated at $1.06+'(,00. comprising $-1-3.800 for non­
recurrent items and $1.0~0,800 for items of a continuing
nature. The Council took nn:c,j of this statement. The
decisions regarding the 1°59 calendar 0 f conferences
which the Council made on 31 [ulv 1958 at the final
meeting of the ses ..siorr' had the 'efTect 0 f reducing the
estimated total for 1959 from $l,Oo+.(i()O to $1.052,200.
the revised figure for non-recurrent items in that year
being $31,400.

SRi. The request which the Council addressed to the
Secretary-General in resolution 69-1- 13 (XX\'I) con­
cerning the early distribution of documents is referred
to in Chapter VIII paragraph 533 above.

a Ibid.
• EjSR.1044.
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APPENDICES

AppeJodix I

Agenda of the resumed twenty-fourth, the twenty-fifth and the
twenty-sixth sessions of the Council

.. Items 1 to 17 and part of item 18 of the agenda wer : riealt
rith at the first part of the twenty-fourth session.
~ 1\t its 997th meeting, the Council decided to consider under

lIS Item the question entitled "Election of a member of the
'~chnical Assistance Committee".

Supplementary item.
d.At its 999th meeting, the Council decided to delete the item

ntitled "Allegations regarding infringements of trade-union
19hts" from its provisional agenda.

:\GE:\1>:\ 01' TilE RESUMED TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION a

lK Elections."
l~). Confirmation of members of functional commis­

sions of the Council.
m. \,"ork of the Council in 1958.
~1. Carriage of narcotic drugs in first-aid kits of air­

craft engaged in international flight."

AGE:K'DA FOR TIlE TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION

1. Adoption of the sessional agenda.
2. World economic situation:

(a) Survey of the world economic situation, in­
cluding questions relating to employment and
to the expansion of world trade;

(b) Consideration of the reports of the regional
economic commissions.
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,3. Development and co-ordination of the economic,
social and human rights programmes and activities
ot the United Xations and the specialized agencies
as a whole:
(a) General review.
Ill) Genera1 Assembly resolution 1164 (XII) on

the development of co-operation in the fields
of science, culture and education.

4. Economic development of under-developed coun-
tries.

5. International commodity problems.
6. Establishment of a world food reserve.
7. Report of the Statistical Commission.
S. Technical assistance.
9. Proposal for the establishment of an international

administrative service.
10. Human rights.
11. Report of .he Commission on the Status of

Women.
12. Programme of advisorv services in the field of

huni-an rights. .

13. International control of narcotic drugs.
1.J.. Annual report of the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Refugees.
15. l\on-governmental organizations.
16. Calendar of conferences for 1959.
17. Co-operation between the United Nations and The

Hague Conference on Private International Law
and the International Institute for the Unification
of Private Law.

18. Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of
the Specialized Agencies: draft annex relating to
the International Finance Corporation.

19.* Admission of further associate members to the
Economic Commission for Africa.

20. Election of members of the Commission on Inter­
national Commodity Trade.

21. Financial imulications of actions of the Council
22. Arrangements regarding the report of the Council

to the General Assembly.
23.**Confirmation of members of functional commis­

sions of the Council.
24.*"'T<:Iection of members of the Council Committee

on Non-Governmental Organizations.
25.**Work of the Council in 1959.
26. Proposed transfer of functions from the United

Nations to the Inter-Governmental Maritime Con­
sultative Organization (IUCO).e

*To be considered also at the resumed twenty-sixth session
(to take place during or shortly after the thirteenth regular
session of the General Assembly).

** To be considered at the resumed twenty-sixth session.
e Supplementary item.
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United Nations Children's Fund.
Establishment of, and elections to, the Executive
Committee of the Programme of the United Na­
tions High Commissioner for Refugees.
Non-governmental organizations.
Elections.
t..'onfirmation of members of functional commis­
sions of the Council.
Financial implications of actions of the Council.
Consideration of the provisional agenda for the
twenty-sixth session and establishment of dates for
opening debate on items.

AGE:\DA OF TilE TWE:\TY-FIFTlI SESSION

Election of President and Vice-Presidents for
1~58.

Adoption of the sessional agenda,
Report of the International Monetary Fund.
Reports of t)·<> International Bank for Reconstruc­
tion and Development ancI of the International
Finance Corporation.
Economic development of under-developed coun­
tries.
Consideration of the establishment of an economic
commission for Africa.

r»
8.
9.

G.

5.

"J.

.J..

3.
4.

1.

'0.
.1.
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!\1t'1ll}lt'rllhip mu} llu't'lill~1I of the Council mu} it!! !luh!!itliury orguns

,
r.r.'lIIht'rshiJl in 195H: '

SII<la11, Union Ill' Sllli
of (in'at lhitnin allll
AIII('\'il'a alitI Yugosla

M l'l·tillg-s : IH-2h NOI'l
York

11-2,t July

(','UII/ri/tN 1'" 1\'

13-17 Ianur
2-/1 .it~lIl· 1l

Interim

Connnittr, Oil 11I,' T,
l rcclarati,

1h'lIIhership: t 'hina, Fr.
lies, 1Tnill"! King<!\l1II
ami 1Tnill"! Stales of

l\h'elill~s: 2l ) July 19!

~ll'lIIhl'rshiJl in 195H: llr
of SIlI'it-t SIll'i'llist I
lhitain and N01'\1Il'1II

.l\lemhl'rship: .\tbtralia,
t '"hmhia. I 11'I1I11a1'k I
I;r'l'l"', lIlll.\' Set', ira
Switzerland, Turkev
Northern Ireland, ll;li

:Ml'lIIhl'r;;hip: Chill', Frar
I 'hilippitll's, Swcdl'l1.

Mcctings : 20 Scptcmlx
York

19 Novemhc
York

20 Fcbruarv
16 May 195

.1 Marcl
17 A\n'il
2, ,I am

(il'nl'V;

Membership: Sir Edwir
MI·. Cicorg
Mr. WaIt
Mr. Richa
Mr. Thom

Meetings: 23-26 Septei
York

14-17 April-----
c Elected at the 997th 1

r For the membership
Programme of the Unit
Refugees, established by
amended by resolution 69
of this report.

• Set up by Council res
h Formerly Egypt. See

1959

1958
1959
1958

Term
01"DIre

'.I'l'ir... on
$1 IJer.," ber

1958
1958
1960
1%0
1960
1960
1959
1960
1958
1959
1958
1959
1958
1960
1959
1959
1960
1959
1958

1959

5meetings
21 meetings

1Il",t111~r,hill
IP5R

Brazil
Canada
l1tile
China
Costa Rica
CZl'Choslovakia*
Finland
France
Grrel'e
India"
Indonesia
Mexico
Morocco*
Netherlands
Pakistan
Poland
Sudan
Sweden"
Switzerland"
U nion ll)f Soviet

Socialist Republics
United King-dom of

(;rrat Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of America

Venezuela"
Yugoslavia

lI(~,"b.rohil'
Jun,,·ll.r_l>rr /P5T

Argentina
Brazil
Canada
China
Czechoslovakia"
Dotuinican Republic
ERypt
Finland
France
(;rerce
India*
Judonesia
Mexico
Netherlands
Pakistan
Poland
Sudan"
Sweden'"
Switzerland"
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United King-dom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of America

V enezuela"
Yugoslavia

Meetings: 25 NoveI1lber-4 December, 1957, New
York

24 June-3D July 1958, Geneva

Membership in 1957: Brazil, Egypt, France. Netherlands, Pakis­
tan, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and United States of
America, tinder the chairmanship of Mr. J. Stanovnik (Yugo­
slavia), Chairman of TAC.

Administrative Rcuicto Group of the Technical Assistance
Co'1llmittccd

* Non-members of the Council. At its 1020th meeting on
1 May 1958, pursuant to its resolution 647 (XXIII), the Coun­
cil elected the Federal Republic of Germany and the United
Arab Republic, and re-elected Czechoslovakia, to serve as
members of the Technical Assistance Committee from 1 Jan­
uary 1959 until 31 December 1960.

c Excluding sessional committees.
d Continued for a further year by TAC in its resolution of

22 July 1957 (Official Records of the Economic and Social
Council, Tsccnry-fourth. Session, Aml"xes, agenda item 9, docu­
ment E/3041, para, 78). Again continued for a further year by
TAl' in its resolution of 25 July 1958 (Official Records of the
Economic and Social Council, Tzecnty-sixth. Session, Annexes,
agenda item 8, document E/3175. para, 91). Sudan was ap­
pointed a member of the Group by TAC at its 157th meeting,

11, I'llMMlrrHs ...NIl ..Id l l o, l'IlMMrnn~s Ill' TIn: l'll\lNI'II,"

1959

1958
1958

T_
'""ff/r.

ftol'J"r•• ott.
s: Il.rtmth"r

195H
1958
1900
l\l()ll
19t1O
11)5~

19/10
11)58
11)58
1959
19f1O
1959
1959
1%0

1959

Lrneeting

4mectings

23 plenary meetings

18 meetings

12 meetings

12 meetingss

16 meetingsb

M"ml>"r,hi/I
/1I~,1

BrOllil+
t'anaua'"
l'hill'
l 'him
l'\lsta Rica
Finland
Franc»
( ;rl'l'l'l\~

lndonesia'"
~h'xkll

Nctherlands
Pakistan
Poland
Sudan
F nion \IfSoviet

Socialist Republics
P nited Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Pniteu States
of America*

Yugoslavia"

Economic Committee

Committee 011 N OII-GM'...,.nlll£'lItlll
Orqanisations

Economic Committee

Social Committee

Co-ordination Committee

Technical Assistance Committee

M_",I>,nthi/.
11/51

Argentina
Brazil
Canada
China
Dominican Republic
Egypt
Finland
France
Gn'eCe
Indonesia
Mexico
N ethcrlands
Pakistan
Poland
Unionllf Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

U nites States
of America.

Yugoslavia

* Retiring member,

Interim Committee on Proqramme of
Conjerences 1 meeting

Total for the session 85 meetings

R~:St'MEDTWENTY-Fnt'RTH S~:SSION : 10-13
December 1957. New York 2 plenary meetings

Commirtec 011 N on-Governmental
orijanications 3 meetings

Total for the session 28 meetings

TWENTY-FIITH SESSION: 15 April-2 May
1958, New York 23 plenary rncetings

TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION: 1-31 July 1958,
Geneva

• In addition, in accordance with Council resolution 664 B
(;(XIV), the Co-ordination Committee met during the week
I,reced;llg the twenty-sixth se; sion, It held 4 meetings.

b In addition, in accordance with the decision taken by the
Council at its Y98th meeting on 13 December 1957, the Technical
Assistance Committee met during the week preceding the
twenty-sixth session, It held 5 meetings.
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C. FUNCTIONAL COMMISSIONS ANn SUB-COMMISSION

Transport and COnltlll4llications Commission
Membeuip JII_berahip

Igj.J 19U

Austrra Austria
Bulgaria Bulgaria
Burma Burma
China China
Ecuador Ecuador
France France
Indonesia Indonesia
Lebanon Lebanon
Mexico Mexico
Norway Norway
Romania Romania
Union of Soviet Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Great Britain and
Northern Ireland Northern Ireland

United States United States
of America of America

Venezuela Venezuela

The Commission diu not meet during- the period under review.
In accordance with Council resolution 693 B (XXVI) it will
submit a final report on its work to the Council in 1959.

meeting
meeting

3 meetings

6 meetings
6 meetings

3 March 195H, New York
17 t\ pril 195H, r\ I'W York
2, .~ and 15 July 195H,

Geneva

1l:l-26 November 1957, Nl'W
York

11-23 July 1958, Geneva

Comlllitt/,/, 011 Nnn-Lior-crnmcntnl Orsmnicatious

Interim Committ», /Ill I'rourannnc o] Conjcrrnrrs

~klllhers.hil' in 1958: Brazil, China, France, Netherlands, Union
of Soviet Socialist !{el'lIhlil's, United Kingdom "f Great
Britain and Northern Ircl.uul ant! United States of Amcrica.v

Meetings :

Membership: China, France. l Inion of Soviet Socialist Repub­
lies, United Kinudom (If l;n'ut Britain and Northern I relanti
ami I Tnitet! States uf America.

, _', ">-""~~·~_·~",,~~:,\~""4~"'·4;~,,,,....~ ..;,'':'';'k;th,;,.~,;rir.-,&-Ij;;.i;;,-,~~~}:~::. '~-'~~~".:).~~";~W-""'.' "'.
"""-\ttt*«'liiiI**'·A~~¥'01:;'(.\o~ni.""'._d'''''''''''''''~;-.--_...: ~_.... ~--~

Membership in 1958: Brazil, France, Netherlnnds, Pakistan,
Sudan, Union or Soviet Socialist Republics, I lnited Kingdom
or Grent Britain and Northern Ircland, United States of
America and Yugoslavia.

United Nations R"/lI,wl' Fund (UN RTiF) Exvrutirc
Committee'

Interim Co-ordiuatinq Committee [or International
Counnodity A rranqcnicnts

Com-nittr« /Ill the Tcntli .'[lIl1i1!I',.saI'Y of the Uniucrsal
l rc..larution of IlI/I/lUII RiylztsK

I
(
(
(

:'1r· (
t',
r ]r ]I

t
]

],.
If·ft' ]",r;
]s.

~ ,

~ .
I'

e-
tl.
~

T

Sftltisti.-al Commission
TeMn

Membero/rijl M"mbership
of oifios

e:l:pire8 on
1958 1959 81 December

Canada Canada 1959
China China 1961
Cuba Cuba 1960
Denmark Denmark 1960
Dominican Republic Dominican Republic 1959
France France 1960
India India 1959
Ireland Ireland 1961
:\etherlands xetherlands 1961
New Zealand New Zealand 1959
Romania Romania 1960
Ukrainian Soviet Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic Socialist Republic 1959
Unionof Soviet Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics Socialist Republics 1961
United Kingdom of United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Great Britain and
Northern Ireland Xorthcrn Ireland 1960

United States United States
of America of America 1961

Tenth session, New York, 28 April-IS May 1958 (23 meetings)

Population Commission
TeMn

Mcmbers/rip Membership
of office

expires on,
195.~ 1959 81 Decembcr

Argentina Argentina 1960
Belgium Belgium 1960
Brazil Brazil 196('
Canada Canada lYtlF

~China China 1 .~,. ,. rEl Salvador El Salvador
France France 1~:j9

~~Israel Israel 1959
Japan Japan 1961
Norway Norway 1959
Ukrainian Soviet Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic Socialist Republic 1959
Union of Soviet Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics Socialist Republics 1961
United Arab Republic' United Arab Republic' 1960
United Kingdom of United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Great Britain and
Northern Ireland Northern Ireland 1961

I Formerly Egypt. See Ej3076.
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1 meeting

1 meeting

1 meeting
1 meeting
1 meeting

8 111l'etings
8 meetings

Mcctings : 13-17 January 1958, Geneva
2-6 June 195H, l;ene\'a

Meetings : 20 September 1957, New
York

19 November 1957, New
York

20 February 1958, New York
16 May 1958, New York

Mcctings : 29 July 1958, Geneva

Memberahip: Chill', France, United Arab Republic," Pakistan,
l'hilil'pim's, Sweden.

Memlx-rship : ..\ u-tralia, Anst rin, llclgium, Brazil, Canada,
Coluubi«, l rcnmark, Federal [{el'uhlit- of (;erman,Y, Fr:U1Cl',
l;r,ee<.', Holv Sec, lrnn, Israel, Italy, Nether-lands, Norway,
Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Irclatul, United States of America and Venezuela.

Membership: Sir Edwin 1lcCarthy, Chairman
Mr. Georgcs Peter
Mr. Waiter l\Iiiller
Mr. Richard H. Roberts
Mr. Thomas C. 1\1. Rubinson

Meetings: 23-26 September 1957, New
York 6 meetings

14-17 April 1958, New York 6 meetings
---~

e Elected at the 997th meeting of the Council (EjSR.997).
t For the membership of the Executive Committee of the

ProgranUlle of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, established by Council resolution 682 (XXV), as
amended by resolution 692 (XXVI) see chapter I, section VII
of this report,

• Set up by Council resolution 651 B (XXIV).
h Formerly Egypt. See Ej3076.



The Commission did not meet during the period under review,

S'II/I·Co11/11

R(l

Afg-hal1istan
Australia
Burma
Cambodia
Ceylon
China
Federation of Mal
France
India
Indonesia
Japan
Korea (Republic
Laos

Economic

The foilowing 1

attended the tent

Mr. Xluhamcd
Mr. Pierre Ch:
Mr. A. A. FOil

IIIr. Philip Ha
'Mr. C. Richan

aml Nortlu-n
xtr, Jose D. 111
Mr. Wojciech
?lIr. Arcot Kri!
:\Ir. Herard R(
Mr. Heriuin S;
Mr. Voitto Sa;

Tl'l1th session, N
meetings)

D. I~

Swiezerland partic
of the Conunissio
Thirteenth session

Albania
Austria
BeIh>1Um
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Sovi

Socialist Republ
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany (Federal

Republic of)
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

k For informatioi
Commission for A
(XXV), see chapt

I For meetings 0

~fficial Records of
Sixth Scssion, SuPJ

1959
1959
1%1
1%1
19<10
1959
1961
1%0
11159

1959

1%1

1961

1961

2'CMn
of ojJie6

expires OlL
91 D6cember

1959
1960
1961
1959
1961
1961
1961
1960
1961
1960
1959
1959
1960

1959

l:iS9

1960
1961
1960

Mcmbers elected at tile
tu·entl/-fir.t 8688io" of th6

COllllcil for a t6Mtl of
thr66 I/"ar.

1\ustria
Hungary
Iran
Mexico
United Arab Republic'

Dominicau Republic
France
l;n·'·l·l· .....
brad"'·
Japan
Mexico
Netherkuuls... ••
Pakistan
Poland
SWI'd,'n
Union of Soviet

Socialist 1\1'1l\lhlic~""

United Kingdom 0 f
l irvat Britain aiul
Northern Irelallll·*

United States
of :\nll'rica·*

Membership
11159J

Argentina
Australia
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
Chile
France
Greece
India
Indonesia
Pakistan
Poland
Sudan
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of America

Uruguay
Yugoslavia

Czechoslovakla
Dominican Republic
France
lsracl"
Japan
Mexico
Pakistan
Poland
Sweden
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics"
United Kingdom of

l;re<lt Britain and
Northcrn Ireland"

United States
of America"

Venczuela"

M_ber. cl6rt6d at tll6 llillth
868.ioll 0/ tll6 Council for

an illd6Jinit6 t6MII

Canada
China
France
India
Peru
Turkey
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Yugoslavia

Thirteenth session, Geneva, 28 April-30 May 1958 (39 meetings)

Conunission 011 Narcotic Druns

Commission -OIl International Commodity Trade

Membership
1958

Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
Chile
China
Denmark
France
Greece
India
Indonesia
Pakistan
Poland
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic'
Uruguay

Twelfth session, Geneva. 17 March-J April 195H {26 meetings)

Sixth session, New York, 5-16 :Hay 1958 (12 meetings)

* Retiring nominating States.
** Re-elected nominating States.
*** Newly elected nominating States.
J The Commission was reconstituted by the Council in its

resolution 691 A (XXVI).

1961

19t1ll
19110
11)59
1951)

11)59
1960
1%1
1961
1961
1960
19hO
11160
1959

1959

1961

1961
1959

T~M"
(If (l1/1r.

e'.rJ.irc'lI un
,T1 ll~r<"""rr

1%1

1960

1959

Term
of offic6

cXl)irca on
81 D6cemb6r

1959
1960
1959
1960
1961
1961
1959
1961
1959
1959
1960
1960
1961
1960

1961

1961

Term
of office

expires cm
81 December

1960
1960
1960
1959
1960

United States
of .\nll'rit'a

iIl~,""~rohil'
1~59

Australia
Bvclorussiau Soviet

'Slldalist R"\lIlhlic
l'lJina
Colombia
l'l"l'hllslovakia
I)lll1linkan Republic
Ecuador
France
Indonesia
Italy
Nethcrlands
Ncw Zealand
Spain
Sweden
Uuion of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic'
United King-dom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

U nited States
of ..\Illerica

Memb~r.hip

1959

Argentina
Belgium
Ceylon
China
France**
India**
Iran
Iraq**
Israel
Italy
Lebanon
Mexico
Philippines**
Poland
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic**
U nion of Soviet

Socialist Republics**
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

I,'nited States
of America

Membership
1959

Argentina
Canada
China
Cuba
Czechoslovakia

Commission on the Status of Women

United States
of America

M~,"bn.hil'
U5.~

Australia
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
China
Colombia
Czccboslovakia
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
France
Indoncsia
Italy
1'\etherlands
!\ew Zealand
Spain
Sweden
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic'
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of ..\ merica

Fourteenth session, New York, 10 March-S April 1958 (33
meetings)

TIll' Commission did not meet during the period uudcr review.

Commission (l"/l H ltllldll Rights

Memb .....hip
1958

Arg-entina
Belgium
Ceylon
China
France*
India*
Iran
Iraq*
Israel
Italy
Lebanon
Mexico
Philippines*
Poland
'Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic*
Gnion of So viet

Socialist Republics*
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United States
of America

1 Formerly Egypt. See E/3076.

Member.hip
1958

Argentina
Belgium"
Canada
China
Cuba
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The Coilowing nu-mbers (,f tlu- ~nh-l ·"mmis~ion. or alternates,
attcndvd the tenth sessiou :

Term
of office

expire. on
81 December

1961
1959
1%1
1960
1961
1960
1959
1959
1959
1959
1960
1%0

1961
1960
1959
1959
1959
1961
1%1
1961
1960
1960
1959
1959
1960

1960
1959

Honduras
Mexic»
~ etherlands
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela

Membership
1959

Australia**
Austria
Belgium**
Brazil
Chile***
China
Colombia
Czechoslovakia
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador**
France
Germany (Federal

Republic of) **
India
Indonesia
Iran
Israel
Italy**
New Zealand***
Pakistan**
Philippines
Poland**
Sweden
Switzerland
Tunisia
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic"
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and

Executiue Board

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil
l'hilt·
( 'olomhia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
France
Guatamala
Haiti

Eo UNITED ~ATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

Session of the Committee of the Whole," Santiago, Chile. 7-8
April 1958.

Membership
1958

Australia"
Austria
Belgium*
Brazil
Canada*
China
Colombia
Czechoslovakia
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador*
France
Germany (Federal

Republic of)*
India
Indonesia
Iran
Israel
ItaIy*
Pakistan*
Philippines
Poland*
Sweden
Switzerland
Tunisia
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Arab Republic"
United Kingdom of

Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

AS.w(lal,· II/.·"'I>,·r,~

Ibn~ Kong
~inl:'al'orl' anti British Horneo

Fourteenth session." Kuala Lumpnr, 5-15 March 11)58.

F,'<'II<JII/i.. Connnission for Latin ." II/erim

Member»

U1 For meetings of subsidiary organs of the Commission, see
Official Records of till! Economic and Social COl/1I"ii. 1"t11l:l'.
sixth Session, SuPPlement No. 2.

n For meetings of subsidiary organs of the Commission, see
Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, T~c'('nty­
sixth Session, SUN/cment No. 4.

* Retiring States.
** Re-elected States.
*** Newly elected States.
o Formerly Egypt. See E/3076.

Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Pakistan
Philippines
Thailand
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Viet-Nam (Republic of)

Albania
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Czechoslovakia
l)cnmark
Finland
France
Germany (Federal

Republic of)
Greece
Hungary
Iceland
Ireland
Italy

Luxembourg
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Spain
Swcdt'n
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

United States of America
Yugoslavia

Swiezerland participates in a consultative capacity in the work
of the Commission.

Thirteenth session.' Geneva, 9-24 April, 1958

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far EaST

It/embers

R..onomic Commission [or Europ«

Members

Afghanistan
Australia.
Burma
Cambodia
Ceylon
China
Federation of Malaya
France
India
Indonesia
Japan
Korea (Republic of)
Laos

S"l'-Commissi.", (l" /'r"~"'lItjo" of Uiscrlmination
,/lid I'rotc..tion o] .Hi"ol"ili''.f

Mr. :-'lohanll',1 .\\\,;\<1 (Egypt)
hi r. Pierre Chatt'n\'t (France)
Mr. A. A, Fomiu (L'nion oC ~o\'it·t Sodalist Rt'pnhlies)
to. I1', Philip IIaJI1t'rn I United States uf ..\nlt'rica)
Mr. C. Richard llisl'ot'ks (United King,I.11l1 of t;reat Britain

ant! Northern Ireland)

:-'11'. Jos~ D. Inglt-S (l'hilippil1l's)
Mr. Wojciech Kvtrzynskl (Poland) (alternate)
Mr, Arcot Krislnxiswami (India)
:\11'. Herard I~"y (Haiti)
Mr. Henuin Santa Cruz (Chile)
1\11'. Voitto Saario (Finland)

Tt'Ilth session, Nt'w York, 13 January-Z February 1958 (33
meetings)

k For information regarding the membership of the Economic
Commission for Africa, established by Council resolution 671
(XXV), see chapter IV, section I, of this report.

I For meetings of subsidiary organs of the Commission, see
Official Ram'ds of the Economic and Social Council, Twenty­
sixth Session: Supplement No. 3.

I
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F. OTHER BODIES

11 meetings
1 meeting

11 meetings

United Nations Conference on International Commercial
Arbitrations

P Formerly Egypt. See E/3076.
q Convened in accordance with Council resolution 604

~XXI).

Meeting: 20 May-1O June 1958, New York

48th session, Geneva, 21-25 October 1957
49th session, Geneva, 2, 5 and 6 June 1958

Sessions :
3,4,5,6,9,md 12 September 1957, New York
12 December 1957, New York
3,4,5, 6, 10 and 11 March 1958, New York

Permanent Central Opium Board and Drug Supervisory
Body

18th joint session, Geneva, 28-31 October 1957
19th joint session, Geneva, 3-6 June 1958

Mmnb.,..hip from II March J958

Mr. Ibrahim El Tersawi (United Arab Republic)'
Sir Harry Greenfield (United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
Professor George J oachimogiu (Greece)
Mr. Vladimir Kusevic (Yugoslavia)
Dr. Estefanus Looho (Indonesia)
Mr. Herbert L. May (United States

of America)
Professor Decio Parreiras (Brazil)
Professor Paul Reuter (France)

82

1959

1960
1961

Permanent Central Opium Board

Northern Ireland
United States

of America
Yugoslaviav"

Mmnb.,..hip llntil J March J958

Dr. Fouad Abou Zahr (Lebanon)
Professor Hans Fischer (Switzerland)
Sir Harry Greenfield ~ United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
Dr. Chi-kwei Liang (China)
Mr. Herbert L. May (United States

of America)
Mr. Mohamed E. Rahman (India)
Professor Paul Reuter (France)
Dr. Rarnon Sanchez Cornejo (Chile)

71st session: Geneva, 1-8 November 1957
72nd session: Geneva, 2 and 9-13 June 1958

Drug Supcnoisor)· Bod»

.1I.'mbcrship until 31 May 1958

Professor Hans Fischer (Switzerland), appointed by WHO
Professor Sedat Tavat (Turkey), appointe.r by WHO
Colonel C. H. L. Sharman (Canada), appointed by the Com-

mission on Narcotic Drugs
Mr. Herbert L. May (United States of America), appointed by

the Permanent Central Opium Board

Membcrship [rom 1 June 1958

Professor George Joachimoglu (Greece), appointed by WHO
Professor Decio Parreiras (Brazil), appointed by WHO
Mr. Charles Vaille (France), appointed by the Commission on

Narcotic Drugs
Mr. Herbert L. May (United States of America), appointed

by the Permanent Central Opium Board

United States
of America

Venezuela*
Yugoslavia*
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freedom of movement: See Persons : freedom of movement
occupations: See Occupations: discrimination
religious rights: See Freedom of religion: discrimination
studies 483-485

Dollar shortage 73, 98, 111
Drug addiction 444-446
Drugs Supervisory Body 21

membership 21, 556, Appendix II
officers 23
sessions Appendix II

Drugs: See Narcotic drugs and under names of drugs

E
Economic and Social Council:

agenda Appendix I
commissions : See Commissions of the Council, functional;

Commissions of the Council, regional economic
committees 4, Appendix II

See also under names of committees
chairmen 4
meetings Appendix II

concentration of activities 550-565
consultations with ILO 546-548
documentation 533, 563, 587
members I, Appendix II and III

increase in number 26-28

87

officers 3
programme of conferences 34, 586
recommendations:

financial implications 581-58;'
implementation 35-70

representation of China 33
sessions 2, Appendix II

Economic Bulletin for Europe 87
Economic Bulletin for Latin America 356
Economic Commission for Africa 14

establishment 261, 264-277
financial implications 584

headquarters 277
membership 269, 272-274
relations with:

inter-governmental organizations 275
non-governmental organizations 276

session 264
terms of reference 265, 268
voting 271

Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East 12
admission of new members 313-314

financial implications 584
advisory services 341
committees 318, 319, 321, 323-326, 328-330, 332
economic development activities 262, 26~, 315-338, 369
membership 12, 312, Appendix II
participation of States non-Members of United Nations 12,

Appendix II
relations with:

inter-governmental organizations 312
non-governmental organizations 312
specialized agencies 312

report, annual 312-341, 364, 375
representation of China 33
session IS, Appendix II
terms of reference 373

Economic Commission for Europe 11
committees 288, 289, 292-310
economic development activities 262, 263, 283-311
membership 11, Appendix II
participation of States non-Members of United Nations 11,

281, 282, Appendix Il
relations with:

inter-governmental organizations 279
non-governmental organizations 280
specialized agencies 278

report, annual 278-311, 364, 375
session IS, Appendix II
terms of reference 373

Economic Commission for Latin America 13
anniversary, 10th, 1958 343, 367
committees 342-345, 350, 352-355
economic development activities 262, 263, 343-363, 367
headquarters 343
membership 13, Appendix II
relations with:

non-governmental organizations 342, 343
specialized agencies 342

report, annual 342-364, 375
session 15, Appendix II
terms of reference 373

Economic Committee 4, Appendix II
Economic conditions and trends:

international consultations 117
regional:

Africa 115, 116
Asia and the Far East 76, 95-103
Europe 74, 87-94
Latin America 75, 104, 111
Near and Middle East 112-114

replies of governments to questionnaire 36
world 71-131

surveys:
financial implications 584

Economic co-operation 129
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Land:
conservation and utiliz

seminar, Asia and
Latin America:

balance of payments 11
economic conditions an
economic development
foreign investment in
international trade 105
regional market 75, 262,
technical assistance 343,

Levornoramide 426
Lower Mekong Basin:

development 262, 333, 3:

Maintenance (support):
enforcement abroad:

Convention:
accessions 69
ratifications 69
signature 69

Malaya, Federation of: See
Manpower 94, 98

ECE report 301
Manual for Economic and

Gouern-neni Transactions
Maternal welfare 407, 411
Middle East: See Near an
Mineral resources 217, 326,
Missing persons:

declaration of death:
Convention 70

Motor vehicles. private:
tempurary importation:

customs formalities
Convention, 19

Narcotic drugs: See also un
annual reports of gover
Commission report 423­
documentation 556
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HOIISi',g alld Building Statistics Bulletin 584 International Td:commu~i<
I Iuman rights : See also Arrest, detention or exile, arbitrary; report to ITmted Nano

Discriminatior , prevention of; Education: discrimination; Intern~t~onal trade; See als
Employment: discrimination; Freedom of infor.nation ; Free- condl.tlOns and trends; Ec
dom of religion; Persons: freedom of movement .t~sla and th .. Far Ea;;t

advisory services 515-524 I • Europe 87, 91-93, 306-3
financial implicatio.is 584 Latin, America 105

Commission report 469-500 machinery for co-opers
communications to UN ·!99 500 comments by gove
& criminal law intcrnation~I' ,seminars (proposed) 3

seminar, B~guio c;ty CPhiliPPines), 1958 516 statistics ~91 ,
seminar, Santiago, 1958 516 Invcstm:nts, international :

documentation 557 financing 163, 178-183, 19.
periodic reports 60, 473-477 • • Af:ica 116
study and teaching 486-488 ASIa and the Far East
study of specific rights 478 ,Canada 178
Universal Declaration: Europe 178

anniversary, 10th. 1958 469, 471 "Latin America 106, 107
yearbook: See Yearbook on Human Rights private 178-183, 197

Hungarian refugees 416-418 taxation 180. 184-189
United Kingdom 178
USA 178

Iran:
admission to ECAFE

Iron and steel:
ECAFE report 321, 32
ECE report 302, 310

Imports: Sec International trade
Income:

distribution 192
statistics 395

Industrialization 199-202, 312, 560, 584
committee of experts (proposed) 201

Industry:
ECAFE report 321-327
ECE report 296
ECLA report 358-360

statistics:
seminar, Athens, 1957

Inflation 71, 77-85, 118-121, 127
replies of governments to questionnaire 37

Inland transport:
ECAFE report 328-332
ECE report 297-300. 310

Integrated Rioer Basin Development 203
Inter-governmental economic consultations: See Economic

conditions and trends: international consultations
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization:

Convention:
ratification 41

transfer of functions from United Nations 383
Inter-governmental organizations :

relations with:
ECA 275
ECAFE 312
EC:B. 279

Interim Committee on Programme of Conferences: See Con­
ferences: Council Committee

Interim Co-ordinating Committee for International Commodity
Agreements:

report 139, 140
International administrative service:

establishment 229-234
financial implications 584

International Atomic Energy Agency 247, 527
relations with UN and specialized agencies 543-545

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development:
report to United Nations, annual 194-198, 525

International Civil Aviation 0 rganization :
report to United Nations, annual 525, 527

International Finance Corporation :
privileges and immunities 572
report to United Nations, annual 194-198, 525

The International Flow of Private Capital, 1957 178
International Labour Organisation:

consultations with ESC 5'::S-548
report to United Nations, annual 525, 527

Internatioral Iaw, private:
unification 573

International Monetary Fund:
report to United Nations, annual 156-163, 525

International Tax Agreements 40

88

F

Economic development 71, 8-1-117, 164-183, 202, 262, 263
activities of regional economic commissions 262, 263, 283-

338. 343-J63, 307, 369, 562
Bank report 194-198
EC:\FE report 312-341
ECE report 283-311
ECL.-\ report 343-363
financing 104-183, 190-193

IFe report 194-198
special United l\' ations fund for grants-in-aid and

loans (proposed) 164-177
administration 165, 166
Consultative Board 172
contributions 165

convertibility 174
replies by governments 167, 175

participation in 173
Preparatory Committee:

report 164-177, 236, 258
programme of work 165, 166

social 1s111'ctS 374
Economic Dcrclopmcnts ill Africa, 1956-1957 115, 116
Economic Dcrclopmcnts ill the Middle East, 1956-1957 112
E,'OIIOllllC Sw","'.\' of Asia and tlu: Far East, 1957 76, 95-103
Economic SlIn·...I' o] Europe 1957 87-94, 284
Economic SI/n·,'." of Latin America, 1957 104-111
Education:

discrimination 484
Electric power:

ECAFE report 324
ECE report 292, 310

Employment 94, 130
discrimination 483

Convention, 1958 (1:::'0) 485
Energy resources 217, 361
Equal pay for equal work 68, 485, 512, 513
Europe:

balance of nayments 90
economic conditions and trends 74, 87-94
economic development 310
employment 94
inland transport 297-300, 310
international trade 87, 91-93, 306-310 366
productivity 88 '
technical assistance 285

Exports: See Internationa' trade

H
Hong Kong:

participation in ECAFE 12, Appendix II
Housing 405

ECE report 293-295, 310

G

Family living 339
Far East: Sce Asia and the Far East
Federation of Malaya:

admission to ECAFE 313
Food:

-ianonal reserves (proposed) 376-380
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations:

report to United Nations, annual 525, 527
"A Forward Look" 236, 249, 250
Freedom of information 58, 59, 493-498
Freedom of religion :

discrimination 483

Gas:
ECE report 291

Genocide:
Convention, 1948:

accession 62
ratifications 62

Germany, Democratic Republic of:
participation in ECE 281
representation in ECE 282



International Telecommunications Union:
report to United Nations. annual 525, 527

International trade; See also Commodities, primary; Economic
conditions and trends; Economic development

Asia and the Far East 100, 101, 318-320, 370
Europe 87, 91-93, 306-310, 366
Latin America 105
machinery for co-operation 153-155

comments by governments 38
seminars (proposed) 319
statistics 391

Investments, international: See also Economic development:
financing 163, 178-183, 195, 197

Africa 116
Asia and the Far East 102
Canada 178
Europe 178
Latin America 106, 107, 110, 178
private 178-183, 197
taxation 180. 184-189
United Kingdom 178
USA 178

Iran:
admission to ECAFE 12, 314, 372, 375, 584

Iron and steel:
ECAFE report 321, 322
ECE report 302, 310
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Land:

conservation and utilization:
seminar, Asia and the Far East 331

Latin America:
balance of payments 111
economic conditions and trends 75, 104-111
economic development 343-363
foreign investment in 106, 107, ne, 178
international trade 105
regional market 75, 262, 343, 345-349, 367. 375
technical assistance 343, 363, 368, 375

Levornoramide 426
Lower Mekong Basin:

development 262, 333, 371, 375

M
Maintenance (support):

enforcement abroad:
Convention:

accessions 69
ratifications 69
signature 69

Malaya, Federation of: See Federation of Malaya
Manpower 94, 98

BeE report 301
M allltal for Economic altd Functional Classification of

Gouern-neni Transactions 396
Maternal welfare 407, 411
Middle East: See Near and Middle East
Mineral resources 217, 326, 327
Missing persons:

declaration of death:
Convention 70

Motor vehicles" private:
temporary importation:

customs formalities:
Convention, 1954 43

N

Narcotic drugs: See also under names of drltgs
annual reports of governments 424, 445
Commission report 423-429, 436-467
documentation 556

89

estimated world requirements, 1958 429
illicit traffic 49, 436-443, 462-464

Middle East survey mission (proposed) 442, 585
international control 46, 50, 423·467

list of urugs 428
laws and regulations 425, 556

Cumulative Index, 1947-1957 425
manufacture 433
single convention 54, 447- ':3, 461, 463, 585

conference (proposed) 463, 585
statistics 434
synthetic 441
technical assistance 55, 238, 43i, 465-467

advisory services 466
United Nations laboratory 458

Xational accounts: See Budgetary systems and policies
Natural resources:

non-agricultural 217, 321
Nazi persecution:

victims 468
Near and Middle East:

commodities, primary:
prices 113

economic conditions and trends 112-114
narcotic drugs:

illicit traffic:
survey mission (proposed) 442, 585

Nicophine (Vilan) 426
Non-governmental organizations:

consultative relations with Council:
applications and re-applications 574
category A and B grants 574, 575
register 574, 575

Council Committee 4, Appendix II
hearings 577-580, Annex to chapters II-VIII
relations with:

ECA 276
ECAFE 312
ECE 280
ECLA 342, 343

statements:
oral 577-580. Annex to chapters II-VIII
written 577-580, Annex to chapters !I-VIII

Normethadone 427
North Borneo:

participation in ECAFE 12, Appendix II

o
Occupations:

discrimination 483
Convention, 1958 (ILO) 485

Opium:
production 454
research 48, 456458

Opium-smoking 47

p

Permanent Central Opium Board 20
members 20, Appendix II
officers 22
report 430-435
sessions Appendix II

Persons:
freedom of movement 483

Population:
censuses 397
statistics 397
technical assistance 397

Population Commission 5
members 6, Appendix II and III

Power resourczs : See Energy resources
Prices: See Commodities, primary: prices
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Productivity, world 79, 199-202, 584
committee of experts (proposed) 201

Public administration:
technical assistance 218-220, 224-228

R
Radio broadcasting:

Convention, Geneva, 1936 57
Recession 72, 73, 122-126, 159
Refugees:

international assistance 414-421
Report on the World Social Situation 398
Resources: See Energy resources; Mineral resources j

Natural resources
River basin development 262, 333, 371, 375

Panel of Experts:
report 203, 206, 208-216

Roads:
construction:

seminar, Asia and the Far East 331
traffic:

Convention, 1949 42
seminar, Asia and the Far East 331

s
Sea-water:

pollution 383
Convention, London, 1954 383

Seminars: See under Human rights: & criminal law, interna­
tional; Industry: statistics; International trade; Land: con­
servation and utilization; Roads: construction; Roads: traf­
fie; Women: civic rights and responsibilities

Singapore:
participation in ECAFE 12, Appendix II

Slavery:
Convention, 1926

Protocol amending Convention, 1926 63
Supplementary Convention, 1956 63

accessions 63
Social Commission 5

members 6, Appendix II and III
Social Committee 4, Appendix Il
Social conditions 339, 404, 405, 554, 555
Social defence 405, 554
Social statistics 398
Soil:

stabilization: See Land: conservation and utilization
Specialized agencies: See also Co-ordination among United

Nations and specialized agencies and under names of agencies
concentration of programmes 565
relations with:

ECAFE 312
ECE 278
ECLA 342

reports to United Nations, annual 156-163, 194-198, 406­
422, 525, 527

Statistical Commission 5
activities 384-400
members 6, Appendix H and IH
programme of work 400

Statistics: See also Industry: statistics; Social statistics;
Under-developed countries : statistical services

Conference of Asian Statisticians 337
Conference of European Statisticians 310, 311
ECAFE report 337
ECE report 310. 311

Steel: See Iron and steel
Sub-Commission ,on Prevention of Discrimination and Protec­

tion of Minorities 5
membership Appendix H
session Appendix II

Switzerland:
participation in ECE 11, Appendix Il

A System uf National Accounts and SUPPorting Tables 392,
393

90

T
Tax agreements 40
Taxation: Sec Investments, international: taxation
Technical assistance:

Bank activities 195
ECAFE report 340
ECLA report 363
Expanded Programme 235-259

activities, 1957 239-248, 340, 341, 363
administrative and operational services costs 236, 252-

257
allocation of funds 235
contributions 240
evaluation of activities 243
projects 249, 250, 465-467
relations with Special Fund 236, 258, 259

on payment basis 236, 251
United Nations Programme 218-228

Technical Assistance Board:
reports 218, 236, 239, 253

Technical Assistance Committee 4, Appendix Il
Administrative Review Group 4, Appendix Il
members 24, 25, Appendix Il

election 25
term of office 24

participation of States non-Members of United Nations
Appendix II

reports 230, 235, 236, 238
Timber:

ECE report 303-305
Town and country planning 405
Trade, international: See international trade
Transport 381-383

See also Inland transport
Transport and Communications Commission 5

members 6, Appendix Il and HI

u
Under-developed countries :

eoonomic development: See Economic development
foreign investments in 178-182
income:

distribution 192
statistical services 399

United Kingdom:
foreign investments 178

United Nations Children's Fund 16-19
activities 407-413
allocations 407
beneficiaries 407, 412
Executive Board:

chairman 18
committees 18
membership 16, 17, 19. Appendix Il
reports 406-413
sessions 19. Appendix II

finances 407, 409, 412, 413
relations with non-governmental organizations 408

United Nations Conference on International Commercial
Arbitration, New York, 1958 401-403, Appendix Il

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ­
ization:

report to United Nations, annual 525, 527
United Nations High Commissioner ror Refugees:

report 414-422
United Nations High Commissioner's Office for Refugees:

Executive Committee 29-32
members 29-31
terms of reference 32

United Nations Refugee Fund:
Executive Committee 4, Appendix Il

admission of new Members 422
reports 414

United States of America:
foreign investments 178

Universal Postal Union:
report to United Nations, annual 525
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Convention, 1953:
accessions 66
ratifications 66
signature 66

Yearbook 011 Human Rl'ghts 61, 479-482, 557

status:
Commission report 501-514
private law 503

World Economic Survey, 1957 36, 37, 71, 77-86
WorM Health Organization:

report to United Nations. annual 525, 527
World Meteorological Organization:

report to United Nations, annual 525, 527
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r'~ Wat~~~"''''ion and utilizanon 203.21~ 333·335, 361. 560, S84
Set' also Lower Mekong Basin: development; River

basin development
regional conference, Asia and the Far East 334

Water for Industrial Use 203
Women:

civic rights and responsibilities:
seminar, Bangkok, 1957 516, 519

economic opportunities 507·511
equal pay for equal work 68, 485, 512, 513
nationality in marriage:

Convention:
ratification 67
signature 67

political rights 502
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