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Letter datod 72 September 1950 from the United Nations

Commisbloner in Libya to the {.:ecre'tary‘-(}enerai

Paris, 22 September 1950

Tefcrring to my letter of U Ceptember 1050, I heve the honour to

tranomit herowith a sunulenentery rcport on the Libyan question, I chonld
be gratefal Lf you would heve thle eunplenentary yeoport distributed to the

Members of the Generel Assembly in order that 1t mey he Tiscuseed at the
TLfth seoolon,

As tho remort stetco, it could not be submitted for consulietion to
the Comncll for Iibye en the latisr adjourned on 3 Deptenber,

(5igned) A, PELT

United Natlons Comuisslioner in Iibya,
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SCEEANT 10 THE ANNUAL RUPORT OF THE UNIVED MATTONS CCMIBSSIONLR

I

‘. W LIBTA

This gwsplementary report ves not drawm up in. congul Lau on with +the
Ooupeil for Tibys, me 1t wan drafted alter the Conmittee of Twenii«(nz hed

ad Journed and vhile ‘the Council for Libye wes no longer in sesslon,
e e a1 S 1o b

IR COMMINTIEL OF TWENTY-OLT

T Oon 25 July the Camisglonar invited the twenty-one persons indiceted
in the list apyroved by the Comunsil Tor ILibya to meet in comuittee at Tripolil
(see Chaptor TiIT of the fnnual Report, varervapht L75-177),

24 e so Informed the febing Chlef Adminlsteotor, The Committee of
Twenty~One met for the first time on 27 July 1550 in the Commlsslonorts offilce,

Tt adonted Ite rules of procedure whilch lald down in partleuier thab the Coumittea's
doclolons vhould be talken by a majority of fwo-thixds of the membere present and
voting, end that #ifteen monbors vou]ﬁ congtitute 2 Q‘)ca"ﬂ.m.

Al Ler apnroving the rulem of proceiurs, the Coumltlbcs elscted as its

D
cheirmen one of the represembotives of Tripols tonia, Hle fpinence the IL’ 61, and
ae gocyrotarled 6 representabtive of the Pezuan and o wepresentatlve of Cyrenailca,
It alwo adonted on &‘gzg,:-md.a Tor the study ol a ;g.;.‘}lan providing Tor the ronresentatives
of the inhabltente of Crrepalce, Tripolitunie end the Fezzen to meet ac a Natilonal
Aggenbly, The ersnda var a8 followe:

(o) Humbsr of wembers of the National Aszembly.

(b} Should reyrosentation on the Wabional Asserbly be proprrtionsl

to the mumbor of  Jlunballiocnts , or cgurl for the three teryitorics

conposing Libra?

(¢) Should bhe Fational Apsemdly he elected op anuolntsa?

(@) If the princivle of spjolintment were adepted, hov sheuld the

mexmbers of the Asegombly bo agpointed?
/ () Date and wleae
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(e) Date and plece of tho meeting of the Agsembly,

I, Tt was also decided that the guestion of the representation of Lhe
minorities on tho National Agsembly should be discussed after the itens on the

abhove asenda had beon erxhaugted,
5. At 153 meetlng o 7 Ancush 1950, the Comltlee declded that the
Natiopal Apzenbly ercuid conmoist of gixty wenresentatlives on the basie ol &
equal nwiber of represuntatives for each of the three territerles cf Libya. At
tlie rame meetling the Commitbee studled the quesbion vhether the moubews of The
Mational Assembly snculd be elected or appointed, The nembers from tho Feazaa
suphorted the principle of election easeriing thet 1t was the mly one waden won
in confaraaty with the demecratic prineciples in force in civillzed comlrien, and
that it wao,moreover, the only wey of asceritailaing the wirchee and aspiracions of
the people, The menbers from Trivolitenia took a different view, they ccnuidered
'bllat,-'%ﬁc pregent circuwnntancss it would bo difficult to hold elections in
Twipolltanie since theve was no national poverament in thet territory, and “hav
no reliance could be placed om the British administration wilch could, if it so
wished, influence the resvlts of the electlone,

Ga . The revresentetives of Cyrennica supported thelr coll.eapjuaﬂ from
Tripolitania and emphasized that, in thelr oninlon, elections in Tripclitenta
would be 11l-timed and thet if such elections were held a copsiderable interval
ol time would be required to vrepavo the electoral campalen.

T (n peing put to tue vote, the propurdl thai memvers of the Hatlonal
Asgenbly should be appointed receivsd only 1.3 votbes, or less tasn the two-thirds
majority laid downm in the rules of procedure,  The proposal that members of the
Wational Azsembly ehould be elecied recelved only b yotes. In arder o find a
way out of the impasce, the Commltlee decided to adjourn the meeting ln e Lope
het in the iaherval & compromise solution might be reached.

S Meanwhile, the Ferzen representativos went to Sebun to congnlt

Abmed Bey Seif el Nasr on thio luwpoitant metler, and the meetinee of ‘ohd Commithee
wera podtnoned, On the roturn cf the Fezzan rovrs pentatives from Sebha tho

Committen held en immortent meeting cn Tuesday 19 Augnot.  Lhe Fezzan rovranens

tatives maintained thelr view and Inslsted that repreﬂen'ha.‘tivea to the Naticnnl

. Assembly should be elected, The Twipoliteniens. . the (yremalcane said they
L were oppeosed o the holding of elechions, and the samo arguments were reliersted

by both sides, The Following day, Wednesday 30 August, the Cormitbec rejected
“ /oy 7 votes
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by 7 votes to 10, (four merberno being ahrent) the propocal that reresmntatires
to the National Asseably shonll be elected.

9. © A fuvrther neetlag vaes areanged for Thuesdey T Soptomber to dicsuss the
memmer of appolmting resresentetives to the Natlonal Ascembly, The 1cea of
the pogtponcment vas To encble the mzwhers of the Coarmlesicn to erree cn tho
manner of sppolnimexnt and to try to convince ths rejrcucatatives frem the Touzan
to change their attivude 1n tho 11 Ut of the vote which hac tust tolen picee in
the Commission,

10, The Tnited Nations Tomtiasicner had reuurned to frirold on 7 Gonlopber

end had lwmmediately asleed the nembers of fie Comaission gucut the progrene of

the work. Ab & meeting held on O Uepimmber 1050, the Comisslion vnauinonsly
adopted o repoiution celliug For the Commisploner's mzmiphince ln 1tg eflorio

to Find & solutlion to the fundamontel questlon whilch hsd besn luroding 1tz work
for somn time, The remolution alspo reduocted the Comissioner o inTorw the
Commisgion of the outcome of his endearcurs by 18 Septombor 1050 afb the lat.ot,
Thet particular date had been chorzn because of the forthecoulny denarture of
the Comissloner for Ialc Success and becanse the members had to retuin heme
for the Ffeapt of Fairenm, e Commiggioner drmedlately becan conversatlions with
the leaders of the pelitlcal wartiles in Teijolitenia, fhmsd Ueif ¢l Nasv Bey,

Sebia, ond Emir el Senussl, neer Benphazl, Ie wanted to persvade Lluod Soil
el Neor Bey and als Counclld to accert fhs nrinciple of ap ointment end to get
the polltlcal parties in Tripolltanie to aorec %o g Ligt of Triuolitaclian wepbors
for the approval of the Commisslon which weuld be an representasive es poooibl.
i, - The conversations held for severnl days with the politicel narties
in Tripolitania showed mromlse of a smuccessful outcome; urnfortwnately, Ahsed Soiy
el Nasr Boy maintained his atbitvde and continned to ask for elections by *io
llatlonal Agsembly and the inmsdiaete return of the Fezzen delcge: tion o Scbha for
the celebrotions,

At the beginning of the meeting betweon the Comiissioner and Alured
Sclf el Fasr Dey on 13 September, at Subha, the Ley handed the Commissioncr a
verbal noly which ig sumrarized below.
During the conversatilon wiileh fol loved, the Pey repeatedly emphesized

that in no clrowstances would he bo able to arsvee bo minorilvies helny represente:
in the Libyan Natlonel Asscubiy,

JIn a convorsotion
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Tn & conversation which the Comilesioner then held with Hle Highness
the Emir, af Beda (Cyrenalce), the lattor also expressed the view that minoritics
could not be reprecented in the Natlonel Acsembly, © The HEmiy egresd 1o & .Jugmesu
- tlon nede by the Comalesioner tnd previously discusged with Ahmed Boy that the
Comnltteo of RL should adjonrn on 15 Soptember and reswe ite work on 9 Ostoner,

-~ In the above-renbicned verbal note, Ahmed fell ol Weuy Bey npenkﬂnﬁr
in the Intereat.both of the lezzan popula’o.uon end of the other two Lerxitoriou,
egked the Commiesion Ffor time to think metters over since the declslon would
detorning libya's future for a long tlme to come, "Iwo much haots", he sald,
"izht have dlosebrous conseguences botlt Tor the Jezzan and the other two
torrltorico",

s Mmed Bey asked for the extrd: £ine in ordsr to snable the 11ﬂ1aaitants
af the ﬂ‘ezzun to became ecquainted with the worl of the Commd t’coo of ‘1‘wenty-0na,
through consultations with hin ond hie Gomnsellors snd the Chember of Re nreson it
tives, | Pea |
A for the Nationel fAmocmbly, it could only be fmly represontative of
the wishes of tho 'J.rﬁ.m.b‘i‘ﬁan'bs of Tibya if ite merilors vere elucted, '

According to Ahmed Bey thak le the goldwn rule of democrocy 66 'o'pnoéfad
te tho aubocratic method of arbltrary selzction which he m,jec:tn B racuHJm thﬂt
tho repredentatlive of Tripolitanla to the Cowncil of Libya 16 & member of & '
certain polltical party -- the Naticnal Conmress Perty .-, thet the Qe Ton &
reprosentatives of Tripolitenie on the Commitiee of Twenti-One 210 membore or
follovers of the Nablonal Congrese Perty, and finally that Trdipolitenia's repra=
gentation In the Netionol Assembly de in denuer -- If the method of appointnent
18 adopted ~~ of belng dominated by that same Netional Congrecs,

Almod Dey agked the Coamicsloner vhether & moJority opinion in
Teipolitenia waes in favour of the mothod of eppointment,  Personally, he thought
there wes no informatlon on the number of political poriies in Iripolitenia or
their relativo slze, ‘

1/ 0f the veven membors for Tripolitenia on the Committes of %1, clx ere mgmborﬂ
of the Notlonal Congreces Party or of pertles aflilistod to the Censresa, whilo the
seventh lo an Itellan represonting the minoritics, |
finile recormizing
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While recognizing ell the veriled difficulties Inherent in the electoral
system, he acked the Commissloner vhether the method of appolntwment was not
a},sé_ 1likely to c.zlf-aa'té-d.i:['ficulties for the future,  Ahmed Bey said that "it ig
betber to build on solid foundabions xight from the very hegimming”.

o Mnzed Bey vwas. also agalnst ths notion that any "Iloreign authority"
.shonld vndertake to choose representatives for Tripolitenia, Following thege
remarks, ‘he; spoke In favour of a gecret vobte in the three territorise for the
election of -representatives to the Nubional Assembly, as that was the only
method . that wowld enable the inhkabitanbte of thece territories to expresg their
riews frocly.

: o I;a.a'l;l.y, Almed. Bey wanted the question of the participation of minorities
in the National Asgcmbly to be discussed after the question of the electlon had
been -settled, - He did, however, egrpe that tho Commisslon should rosume its
work afiter the Doirem celebretions.

‘ On Seturday 16, the Commissianey informed the Committoe of 21 of the
outcome of his conversatlons, In the Llight of this informetion, the Commlssion
end .in partlcular its Tripolltanian memberm felt it would bo uselees to pursue
conversations on the preperation of a list of twenty persons who counld represont
Tripo.’l.it@nia' in .the National Agsenbly, the more so as there did not remain
gufficlent time before the holldays to take & decislon either on the principle
of selection or on the werticipation of wminoritles,  In those clrcumstances,
the Commission uwnenimously decided to postponse ite work untll Mondey, 9 October
1950, vhi].'e thanking the Commigsioner for his efforts and expressing the hope thot

upon resundng its work 1t would fulfll 1ts misgion successlully.
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