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NOTE

AH United Nations documents are designated by symbols, í.e.,
capital letters combined with figures. Mention of such a symbol
indicates a reference to a United Nations documento
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Chapter 1

PROGRAMME OF THE UNITED NATIONS REFUGEE FUND

REPORT OF THE UNITED N~TIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES
TO THE GENERAL A5SEMBLy
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reaching the target approved for that year, Every
effort is being made to promote non-governmental con
tributions to the Fund but, as things stand at the
present time, it is unlikely that the objectives outlined
in the revised plan of operations (1956) can be
aehieved,

5. My Office has been greatly encouraged by the
support which has been given to it, mainly by the
Governments members of the UNREF Executive Com
mittee, and also by the award of the Nobel Peace
Prize, which it is hoped will dráw the attention of
world opinion to the necessity of providing my Office
with the means to carry out the programme which has
been approved by the General Assembly, Nevertheless,
much still remains .to be done if the over-aH target
of $16 million is to be reached by 1958 and solutions
are to be found for the problem of the refugees who
are not yet assimilated into the economies of the
countries in which they reside, particularly thosewho
have been living in camps since the end of the Second
World War.

6. I would hope that the information contained in the
present report and in the reports on the second and
third sessions of the UNREF Executive Committee,
7- hich are annexed to it, wíll provide the necessary
material which wílr eaable the Seneral Assembly to
reach some positive conclusíon as to how further
support may be given to one of the most urgent pro
grammes which it has sponsored.

Contributions to the Fund for 1955

9. Under the terma of resolution 832 (IX), the Ne
gotiating Committee for Extra-Budgetary Funds was
requested to negotiate with the Governments of States
Members and non-members of the United Nations for
voluntary contrfbutíons towards the target of$4,200 ,000
set for 1955 by the Advisory Committee. The Ne
gotiating Comtnittee held pledging conferences on
6 April and 3 November 1955. The foHowing govern
mental contributions to UNREF for 1955 were re
ceived, totalling $2,653,696:

were approximately 84,000 in Austria, Gerrnany,
Greece and Italy at the beginning.of 1955.

General remarks
7. In my report to the tenth session of the General

Assembly, I stated that, in accordance with the terms
of Assembly resolution 832 (IX), my Advisory Com
mittee had establtshed the target for governmental
contributions for the four-year period 19l55-1958,
during which the programme for permanent solutions
and emergency aid authorized by the Assembly is to
be carried out. The over-aH target was fixed at $16
million and the target for the first year at $4,200,000.

8. The Advisory Committee, at íts fifth session, and
the UNREF Executive Committee expressed the view
that, in carrying out' the UNREF programme, the
main emphasis should be placed on the reduction of
the numbers of refugees in camps, of whom there

leíneia! Records oí me General Assembly. Tenth Session. Supplement
No. 11 (A/2902 and Add.l).

1. The present report, which covers the activities
of my Office between May 1955 and May 1956 con
tains, in addition to an account of activities in the
field of international protection, a short review of the
development of the programme of the United Nations
Refugee Fund,

2. When my report tothetenthsessionofthe General
Assembly was issued in May 1955,1 the United Nations
Refugee Fund had just been established and the four
year UNREF programme for permanent solutions and
emergency aid was being ínitiated,

3. Considerable headway has been made in the ím
piementation of projects for permanent solutíons and
the settlement of difficult cases in all tha areas where

"theae projects were most needed and, a'¡' the same
time, projects pr ovídíng emergency aid to the most
needy groups of refugees have been contínued, At the
time of writing projects in the amount of $2,812,466
were being implemented and it is estimated that they
have already benefited some 8,700 refugees.

4. However, it must be poínted out that, in 1955,
governmental contributions to the United Nations
Refugee Fund feH short of the approved target of
$4,200,000 by $1,546,303, and the contributions which
have so far been pledged for 1956 are still far from
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Total 2,653,696

1. 3
1,964,923

420,000
924,9673

280,000
234,000

Austria " .
Germany .
Greece .
Italy •••••• o ••••••••••••••••

Other countries .•..•.......•..

Settlement of difficult cases ..•••••
Shanghai operation • " •..........
Emergency aid...•...•.•••....

The following allocations were also approved:
$

793,8004

226,000
115,000

tributed over the countrtes of residence of refugee
as follows:

5lncluding unallocated balances.

6All the figures quoted in this chapter have been brought up to date
since the report of the UNREF Executíve Commíttee on íts second
sessíon,

3lncluding $748,094 to be financed from the grant made by the Nether
lands Committee tor Aid to Refugees ($524.193 for Austria and $223,901
for Greece).

41ncluding $189,800 to be financed from the Netherlands Committee's
grant and $10,000 from residual funds of the Internatíonal Refugee
Organízatíon,

Implementation of the 1955 plan of operations

13. There is no doubt that the begínning of the UNRE
programme has aroused great interest in all th
countries of residence of the refugees and that th
responsíble governmental authorities have been stim
ulated to increase their efforts on behalf oí th
refugees. Many more projects in the plan of operation
for 1955 could have been implemented if there ha
not been a shortfall of $1,546,304 in governmenta
contríbutíoné" to UNREF in 1955 and if ít had bee
possible for all Governments to make available thei
contributions at an earlier date in the year. The dela
in the payment of governmental contributions, the
greater part of which were not received into the Fund
until the second part of the year 1955, resultad in the
implementation of many projects being postponed for
several months after they had been approved, As a
result, projects such as those for the construction of
housing, which constítute the major part of the pro
gramme for permanent solutions and the settlement of
difficult cases in Austria, Germany and Greece, could
not for the most part be carried out during the winter.
Consequently, although in most cases the agreements
with the implementing agencias were concluded as
seon as the funds necessary to finance the projects
were made availabie, the construction of the houses
had to be postponed untíl the beginning of the spring
of 1956.

14. It has nevertheless been possible during the
first twelve months of operatíons of the UNREF pro
gramme to put into effect projects in the amount of
$2,802,466, including projects in the amount of
$2,082,419 for permanent solutions, $460,702 for the
settlement of difficult cases, $196,058 for the Shanghai
operation and $63,187 for emergency aid.5 Projects
in the amount of $2,278,417 6 couldnotbe implemented,
mainly for lack of the necessary funds.

2

224,027
1,006,000

Governmental contributions to UNREF for 1955

Country Contribution
!

167,839
2,200

160,000
126,856

10,000
72,390

142,857
23,810
5,000
2,000

467
2,000

359,157
28,000
83,998

115,987
116,822

4,286

France .. g •••••••• e •••••••••••

Australia. . ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Austr-ia .
Belgtum, • • • • • • • • • • • e •••••••

Canada •.•.•.....•..•.... ,. . ~ .•

Denmark . . . . . . . . . o • • • • • • • • • • • •

Israel .

Colombia .

Germany, Federal Republic of •••..•••

Korea, Republic of•.•••.••.••.....
Liechtenstein . . . . . • • . . • . . . . • . • • •
Luxembourg .•. , ....•...•.•••••.
Netherlands •.•.••••••••••.•.•..
New Zealand.••...•••..••..•..•.
Norway s ••••••••

Sweden ••••••••••••••••••.••••
Switzerland ...••••...•.•.•.••..
Turkey .•....•..•••.....••....
United Kingdom of Great Britain r r j

Northern Ireland..•.•.•.••••••.•
United States of Ameríca ....••.•••.

10. In addítíon, an amount of $947,368 was made
available to UNREF by the Netherlands Committee
for Aid to Refugees, the proceeds of a national cam
paign organized by "that Committee in 1954, and
$7,788 was made available from miscellaneous dona
tíons, so that a total amount of $3,608,652 was con
tributed for the implementation of the plan of opera
tions for 1955. With the inclusion of míscellaneous
income and the unobligated amount carried over from
the former Uníted Nations Refugee Emergency Fund,
the total amount available in the Fund in 1955 was
$3,738,568.

Supporting contributions for the 1955 plan of operations

11. Contrtbutíons in the approximate amount of
$3,965,000 to the projects for permanent solutíons
authorized for ímplementatíon by the UNREF Execu
tive Committee were made froro sources within the
countries of residence, in accordance with the terms
of paragraph 5 of resolution 832 (IX). These contri
butions include $2,205,000 from Governments and
$1,760,000 from.other sources, Further sizeable con
tributions were also made from Governments and
other sources to projects for settlement of difficult
cases.

21n addition, a contribution was received from the Greek Government
in the forrn of 30 tons of ra (síns, .

Allocations in the .UNREF plan of operatioils fo.!' 1955

12. In the plan of operations for 1955 the amount of
$3,823,160 allocated by the UNREF Executive Com
mittee for 'projects for permanent solutions was dts-
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$
2,141,422

70,000
280,000
372 0258

1,040,251
517,768
100,000

4,521,4668

21. The following allocations were also approved:
$

945,002 8

331,120
105,564

Settlement of difficult cases •••••••
Shanghaí operation ••..•••••••••
Emergency aid •.••••..•••••.••

Austrta .............•••.....
Belgium . , ••.•••••••.••••••.
France ••.•.....•.••••.••...
Germany ••...••••••••..•.•.•
Greece ••••••.•••.••••.•.•.•
Italy ••..•..••..•••.••••••••
Various countrtes •••••••••.•.••

22. The Executive Committee at its second session
approved the revised plan of operations (1956) and
authorized for implementation, as funds become
available, projects to a total value of $2,359,747.

23. At the third session of the Executive Committee,
additional projects to the value of $1,033,798 are also
being submitted, making the total value of projects
authorized for implementation in the revised plan oí
operations (1956) $3,393,545, on the basis of antici
pated income accruing to UNREF from the pledges
and promises for 1956•

17. In the course of 1955, the refugee camp popula
tion in Austria, Germany, Greece and Italy, which on
1 January of that year was 84,330, decreased to
70,650, as may he seen from thefollowingtable giving
the total numbers oí refugees wi.thin the mandate of
my Offíce in these countries:

20. The allocations for projects for permanent solu
tions approved by the Executive Committee for the
revised plan of operatíons (1956) were:

8,700 refugees are already benefiting in various de
grees from the projects which have been put into
effect, while approximately 11,000 who have already
been selected are due to beneñt from these projects
very shortly.

Governmental contributions pledged or promised for
1956

24. At the time of writing, official notification has
be en received from the following Govcrnments of

8All the figures' quoted in this chapter have been brought up ro date
since the report of the UNREF Executive Committee on its second
sesston,

As at 1 January 1955 As at 1 January 1956

Out of Out of
In camps campa Total In campa camps Total

Austria •••.••••.•• 45,700 141,850 187,550 36,350 112,400 148,750
Germany .......••• 29,580 191,370 220,950 27,900 187,100 215,000
Greece .••••••••.• 2,800 12,500 15,300 2,400 12,300 14,700
Italy ••••.•.•.•.•• 6,250 22,750 29,000 4,000 20,8ll0 24,300-._-

84,330 368,470 452,800 70,650 332,600 403,250

~umber of refugees to benent from the 1955 plan of
operatíons

16. At the time of writing of the present report,

15. Information concerning the ímplementatíon of
the U155 progi . "'Ylme in the vartous countries ís given
in the following sectíon of the present ohapte r, to
gether with an índícatíon of the projects which can be
implemented in H56 on the basis of the funds which
have been promised at the time that the report is
wrítten, A report on the implementation ofthe revised
plan of operations (1956) will be included in my re
port to the twelfth session of the General Assembly.

7Subj~t to adjustrnent,

Value of unimplemented projectsand
unallocated balances in the plan of
operations for 1955 •••••••••••••• 2,211,4167

Target for 1956••••••••••••.••••• 4,400,000
Total value of projects to be included in

the revised plan of operations (1956). 6,611,416
Less:
Excess of governmental contributions for

1955 over value of implemented projects
in the plan of operatíons for 1955. • • • • 661,883 7

Combined financial target for 1956. • •• 5,949,533

Revised plan of operations (1956)

18. The UNREF Executive Comm.ittee, at Its second
session, was aware of the factor s which delayed the
implementation of the UNREF programme, andagreed
that, íf the possibility of achíevíng the over-al1 target
of $16 million for governmental contributions was to
remain open, the value of unimplemented projects
within the plan of operations for 1955 should be taken
over into the revised plan of operations (1956).

19. As a consequence, the total value of projects in
the revised plan of operations (1956) was brought up
to $6,611,416. Taking into account the governmental
contributions for 1955 in the amount of $661,883,7
which were not obligated at the time ofthe approval of
the revised plan of operations (1956), the Executive
Committee decided that the combined financial target
for 1956 to be communicated to the Negotiating Com
mittee for Extra-Budgetary Funds should therefore be
$5,949,533, as is shown in the fol1owing table:
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A. Austria
Plan of operations for 1955

General remarks

27. At the beginning of 1955 there were in Austria,
out of 187,544 refugees within the mandate of my

25. The Government of New Zealand has announced
its intention to contribute the equivalent of i:20,OOO NZ
to the Shanghai operation; this sum ':..ill be divided
between the Inter-governmental Committee for Euro
pean Migration and my Office. The United States
Government has announced that its contribution, if
approved, will be one-third of the total governmental
contributions, and that Congress will be asked to
appropriate $2,300,000, including a sum of $800,000,
beíng íts potential contribution for the first six
months of 1957, and also to authorize the carry-over
of the unused portion oí the 1955 eontribution,
amounting to $194,000. Twenty per cent of the United
Kingdom contribution of $280,000 ís subject to govern
mental contributions of more than $3,250,000.

Credit facilities .•..
Establishment in agric
Housing settlements.•
Vocatíonal training ••
Aid to university stude
Aid to high school pupí
Employment counselli

36. To the projects
the approximate value
from Austrian sources
projects to an amount
is expected that app
benefit from these U
possible to assess the
1956, when most of th

37. The progress re
implementing these p
factory , if account is
projects, particularly
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this year. Experience
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exceed by far the op
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38. Particular attent
successful implement
ject. The great need
emphasized by the fa
has recently initiate
naturalized refugees
same lines as the U

39. Between 1 Janua
number of refugees in
to 148,750, mainly t
nationality by 30,130
Austria of 9,050. Th
including unofficial
proximately 45,700 to

Revised pI

40. At the beginning
refugees in Austria
cluding 36,:=tflO refuge

41. In view of this h
a considerable amoun
for permanent solutio

Implementation of proj

34. Permanen, solut
UNREF plan of operat
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mented, The total U
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384,615
270,000

1,007,190
116,346

69,923
24,308
74,885
10,000

6,926

Credit facilities ••••••.•••••••••••
E stablishment in agriculture •.•••.••.•
Housing settlements.•.••••.•••.••••
Vocational training .....•••.•...••.
Aid to university students •••.••.•••••
Aid to high school pupila••••••••••••.
Employment counselling and placement •.•
Assistance for naturalization••••.••.•.
Unallocated ..•••.•••••••••••••••

32. In view of the housing shortage the major part
of the allocation for Austria was devoted to the
financing of housing projects. Due attention was
further paid to the establishment in agriculture of
refugee families, which is the most efficient manner
of establishing refugees of rural background in
Austria and which, at the same time, strengthens the
Austrian economy inasmuch as the establishment of
refugees in agriculture counteracts to some extent
the flight from the land.

33. The credít facilities project was designed to fill
a gap in the Austrian credit system. In spíte of the
great number of refugees residing in Austria for
many years, no special measures could be taken at an
earlier date to enable refugees to obtain loans on
terms appropriate to their needs or means. The other
UNREF projects were designed to give refugees better
opportunities to find adequate employment and to
equalize to some extent their opportunities for educa
tion with those which are available to the Austrían
populatíon.

Office, an estímated number of 104,000 unsettled
refugees, íncludíng 45,700 refugees living in camps,

28. The high number of unsettled refugees in Austria
is to be explained chiefly by the considerable shortage
of housing, as Illus. rnted by the number of refugees
still in camps, and by the thousands of refugees who,
though not living in campa, are still living in sub
standard dwellings.

29. At the beginning of 1955, the Austrian economy
had made considerable progress towards recovery
from the ímmedíate post-war period, but it had not
yet developed sufficienUy to provide all unsettled
refugees with adequate employment and housíng, In
addition to the financial contributions needed from
outside to provide refugees with housíng, it has been
found necessary to elaborate projects to help refugees
to overcome the special difficulties which delay their
íntegratíon into the Austrian economy.

Summary of projects

30. The UNREF plan of operations for 1955 included
permanent solutions projects for refugees in Austria,
requiring UNREF contributions to the value of
$l,964,r93. Of thís amount, $1,440,000 representa the
allocatíon within the over-al1 target for governmental .
contributions, and $524,193 the amount granted by the
Netherlands Committee for Aid to Refugees towards
the financing of permanent solutions projects in
Austria.

31. The total allocation of $1,964,193 was broken
down as fol1ows:

280,000

1,442,592

Contribution
.!
3,000

200,000
15,000

125,000
72,390

5,000
274,120

23,806
467

3,000
96,000
28,000

84,000
115,987
116,822

to l'NREF in

Canada .•.•..••••.••••••..•••

Austria .
Belgium.••.•.•••..•••.••••.•.
Brnzfl •.••••••••.••••••••••••

Denmark •...••...•.•. : .....•.
Dominican Republic. • •• . •.••••••
France ..•••.••....•.•.••.•.•
Germany, Federal Republic of •.••.••
Liechtenstein •.•.••••••••••••••
Luxembourg ...•..•••.•••••.••.
Netherlands •...••.•••.•••..•••
New Zealand......••.....••.•••

(see paragraph 25 below)
Norway •.•.•...•••••••••..•••
Sweden •.•..•••.•••.••.•••••••
Switzerland .••..••..•.....••.•
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland....•.•••••....
(see paragraph 25 below)

Relations with private organizations

26. In all the countries mentioned below in which
the UNREF programme ís being carrfed out, the ínter
national and national voluntary agencies working on
behalf of refugees are making a most valuable con
tribution to its success. Regular conferences are held
between my Office, both at Headquarters and through
its Branch Offices, with the representatives of the
voluntary agencies concerning the implementation of
the programme, and the most careful consideration
is given to all the projects which they submit for in
clusion in the plans of operations. In view of the fact
that my Office, under its statute, is not authorized to
undertake operational activities, it must rely to a
great extent on the voluntary agencies working on
behalf of refugees for the implementation of the
UNREF programme.

1.--,
, their intention to make contributions

1956 in the arnounts stnted:
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Implementation of projects

34. Perrnunen, solutions projects included in the
UNREF plan of operations for 1955, requiring con
tributions from UNREF amounting to $962,462 wíthín
the total allocation of $1,964,193, are beíng ímple
mented, The total UNREF contributions to these
projects íncluded $524,193 granted by the Netherlands
Committee for Aid to Refugees and $438,274 from
governmental contributions to UNREF.

35. The breakdown oí projects in the COUTse of ím
plementatíon is as follows:

!
Credit facilities .•••....••....•..•. 236,233
Establishment in agriculture .......•... 100,000
Housing settlements. . • . . • . • . . . . • • • •. 527,577
Vocatíonal traíníng • . • • • . • • . • • . • . . •• 14,896
Aid to university students. • • • . • • . . . . •• 23,492
Aíd to hígh school pupils. • . . . • . • • • . . • . 8,077
Employment counselling and placement. • .. 52,192

36. To the projects listed aboye, contributions in
the approximate value of $2,600,000 are being made
from Austrtan sources, bringing the total cost of these

" projects to an amount of approximately $3,560,000. It
í s expected that approximately 8,830 refugees will
benefit from these UNREF projects, but it will not be
possible to assess the exact number before the end of
1956, when most of these projects will be completed.

37. The progress reports submítted by the agencies
implementing these projects have so far been satis
factory, íf account is taken of the fact that several
projects, particularly those for housing settlements,
could actually not be started before the spring of
thís year. Experience shows that for many types of
projects the numbers of appl.ícations from refugees
exceed by far the opportunítíes províded under the
programme whích, because of the considerable dí s
crepancy between the target figures and the contribu
tions actually received by UNREF, are much less
than those which were planned.

38. Particular attention should be drawn to the so far
successful implementation of the credit facilities pro
[ect, The great need for special loans to refugees is
emphasized by the fact that the Austrian Government
has recently initiated a specíal loan scheme for
naturalized refugees which will be carried out on the
same lines as the UNREF project.

39. Between 1 January 1955 and 1 January 1956, the
number of refugees in Austria decreased from 187,550
to 148,750, mainly through acquisition of Austrian
nationality by 30,130 and through emigration from
Austria of 9,050. The number of refugees in camps,
including unofficial camps, was reduced from ap
proximately 45,700 to approximately 3S,:350.

Revised plan of operations (1956)

40. At the beginning of 1956 the number of unsettled
refugees in Austria was estimated at 79,000, in
cluding 36,:=tfiO refugees in camps,

41. In view of this hig'l number ofunsettled refugees
a considerable amount, $1,160,000, was again allocated
for permanent solutions in Austria withín the UNREF

5

target for 1956. It was further decided to add to thís
allocatíon projects requiring UNREF contributions to
the value of $981,422, whích had been included in the
plan of operations for 1955 but which could not be
implemented through lack of funds.

42. The total allocatíon of $2,141,422 for projects
for permanent soJ.utions in Austria is broken down
as follows:

$
Credit facilities • • • • . . . . . • • . . . . • . 448,382
Establishment in agriculture. . . • • . • . . 320,000
Housing settlements. . . • . . . . • • • . • •. 1,038,190
Rehabilitation of handícapped refugees . . 75,462
Vocational training . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . 132,396
Aíd to uníversíty students. . • • • . . . • . . 20,000
Aid to high school pupils. • . . • • • • . . . . 16,205
Employment counsellíng and placement. . 67,169
Case workers in camps . • . . . . . . . • . . 10,000
Aaststance for naturalízatíon, • • . • • • . • 10,000
Unallocated . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . 3,618

43. In the revised plan of operations (1956) emphasis
ís laid, as in the plan of operations for 1955, on the
basic needs of unsettled refugees in Austria, which
continue to be housing, credit facilities and facilities
for establishment in agr-iculture, New projects have
been elaborated for the rehabilitation of handicapped
refugees and also to provide special case workers in
the camps.

44. At the time of writing it is believed, on the
basís of antic:ipated contributions to UNREF, that the
Executive Committee will be in a position to authoríze
for implementation projects to the value of$l,134,257,
representing 53 per cent of the allocation for per
manent solutions in Austria included in the revised
plan of operations (1956).

B. Germany

Plan of operations for 1955

General remarks

45. At the beginning of 1955, out of a total of sorne
220,950 foreign refugees within the mandate of my
Office in the Federal Republic of Germany and West
Berlin, the number of unsettled refugees was esti
mated at some 97,000, of whom 29,580 were living
m camps,

46. The relatively large proportion of refugees who
have not .yet been fully integrated was to a large ex
tent due to the continuation of the camps and to the
fact that many refugees still Iíve in areas with few
employment possibilities. There are, furthermore,
among tne refugees considerable numbers of persons
who come within the category of difficult cases or of
those who , for reasons of age or health, cannot be
integrated wíthout a special effort.

47. Although the general economic situation of
Western Germany has improved rapídly during the
last few years, and although the numbers of unem
ployed has dímíníshed, experience has shown that the
unsettled refugees have benefited.only to a Iímíted
extent from these improvements. Special assistance
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-
had therefore to be planned within the UNREF pro
gramme in order to perrnít the firm establishment
of a greater number of refugees in Germany.

Alloeations

48. An amount of $419,975 was allotted in the UNREF
plan of operations for 1955 to projeets for permanent
solutions in Germany and was broken down as follows:

1
Housing settlements..••••••..••••.•. 335,952
Voeational training • . • . • • • • • • • • . • • •• 35,000
Aid to university students. • . . . • • • . • . •. 15,357
Smallloans ..•••••...••••.••••. ," 15,000
Employment counselling and placement. . .. 18,666

49. It will be noted that by far the largest amount
within the total allocation has been allotted to housing.

50. It is estimated that appr'oxímately 5,000 refugees
will be.ieñt from the projects prepared within these
allocatíons,

Implementation of projects

51. All the permanent solutíons projects for refugees
in Germany were approved and authorized for im
plementation by the UNREF Executive Commíttee and
are at the present time in course ofimplementation.

52. Sorne delays occurred in the implementation of
the projects for housing settlements in view of the
fact that these projects had to be integrated into the
governmental social housing programme , and that the
projects were authorized for ímplementatton after the
allocation of funds to German district authorities
within the latter programme had been made for the
year 1955.

53. Most of the other UNREF projects, such as those
providing for vocational training, aid to university
students and employment counselling and placement,
have already yielded successful results. Again, in
view of the fact that the implementation of projects
could start only late in 1955 and, in sorne instances,
only in the first months of 1956, the complete results
of the permanent solutions programme in Germany
will be known only by the end of 1956.

54. The UNREF projects are in all cases being
carried out in close co-operation with the German
Federal and Land Governments, as well as with other
organizations working on behalf oí refugees. The
Federal German Government is at the present time
planning a resettlement programme which includes a
provision for the transfer of 5,000 refugees wíthín
the mandate of my Office from areas where employ
ment possibilities are scaree to areas where there is
a shortage of labour.

55. Between 1 January 1955 and 1 January 1956 the
number of refugees within the mandate of my Office
decrease-l from 220,950 to 215,000, maínly through
emígratío.: from Germany and through acqidsitíon of
German nationality. During the same period, the
number of refugees in camps diminished from 29,580
to ~7,900.

6

Revised plan of operations (1955)

56. Although the over-all number of refugees re
siding in Gerrnany, as well as the number of refugees
residing in campa, decreased in the course of 1955,
it was estimated that there were still in Germany at
the beginning of 1956 some 82.000 unsettled refugees.

57. In the revísed plan of operations (1956) the al
location for permanent solutions in Germany amounts
to $372.025. broken down as follows:

~
Housing. • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 290 •..~63
Rehabilitation of handicapped refugees • • •• 14.286
Vocational training • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . .• 30.000
Aid to university students. • . • . • . • • . • • • 5.000
Smallloans • • • . . . • • . • • • • • • • • • • • •• 10.714
Employment counselling and placement. • •• 21.762

At the time this report was wrítten, on the 'oasis of
anticipated g rvernmental and other contributions to
UNREF, it is believed that the UNREF Executive
Committee will be in a position to authorize for ím
plementation in 1956 projects to the value of$235,168.
representing 63 per cent of the allocation for that
year.

C. Greece

Plan of operations for 1955

General rernarks

58. The number of unsettled refugees in Greece was
estímated, at the beginning of 1955, to be some 7.800,
including 2,800 refugees in camps. The total number
of refugees within the mandate of rr...y Office residing
at the same date in Greecewas estimated at 15,300.

59. As in other countrtes , the provision of employ
mentand of adequate accommodation was the main
need of the refugees who cannot be resettled over
seas.

60. Although the number of unsettled refugees in
Greece was small , it was necessary to undertake
within the UNREF programme a considerable effort
on their behalf. The situation of refugees in Greece
must be considered against the background oí the
general economic and social situation of the country,
which is reflected in a very low per capita income
and a considerable shortage of housing. Moreover ,
it must be remembered that Greece has been re
peatedly stricken in recent years by natural catas
trophes, earthquakea and floods, and that the country
is further burdened by a high rate of natural increase
of íts population.

61. For these reasons projects for the integration
of refugees in the UNREf programme had to cover
the needs of each refugee family in a much more
comprehensive manner than similar projects in other
countries. This has a direct effect on the per capita
cost of UNREF projects in Greece ando therefore, on
the over-all allocation required to help in the firm
establishment of a relatively small number of
refugees.

:1

",'"

'..
,;>

4~

"

,.,.

..

'.

Allocations

62. The UNRE
permanent solut
requiring UNR
$924.967. Of thi
allocation within
contrtbuttons, an
Netherlands Co
the financing o
Greece.

63. ':':he total a
as follows:

E stablishment in
Establishment as
E stabHshment in
Consolidation of

in urban centr
Vocational traini
Aid to university
Pre-selection of

64. The UNRE
J consultation wit
they might fit i
development and
into account at t
of the refugees.
urban origin, t
laid on the esta
in crafts and trad
areas as possibl
avaílable , howev
will perrnít the
number of refuge

Implementation o

65. Permanent
contributions to
total allocation
in the autumn
1956. The total U
included $260.81
and $222,930 gr
for Aid to Refuge
course of ímple

E stablishment in
E stablíshment as
E stablishment in
Consolidation of

of refugees in
Vocational traini
Aid to university
Pre-selection of

66. To the pr
the approximate
the Greek Gover
projects up to ~

It is expected t
from these UNR

67. The Greek
ordínatíon Counc



t

"1

.t
140,700
342,875

467,563
43,000

7,4959

6,733
16,927
22,062

391

E stablishment in agriculture •..••••••..
Establishment in crafts and trades •••••..
Consoltdatíon óf economic and social position

of refugees in urban areas ..•..•..•.•
Housing settlement ••...•••.••..•..•
Rehabilitation of handicapped refugees • . •.
Vocational training • • • • . . • • . . . . • . .•.
Aid to university students •••....•..•..
Pre-selection oí refugees ••...•.....•.
Unallocated ••••••••••••••••••••••

73. The general features of the programme for 1956
are similar to those of the plan of operations for
1955. In the detailed projects, various adjustments
have been made in the light of experience gained in the
early stages of the implementation of the projects for
1955.

74. New projects have also be en included to provide
for the réhabilitation of handicapped refugees and for
a housing .settlement for destitute Armenian refugees
among the approxímately 6,000 Armenian refugees,
most of whom Uve in the Athens area.

·~pplerr.entaryproject, to be finaneed frorn grant of the Netherlands
Cornrnittee fcr Aid to Refugees,

ment Service responsible for the implementation of
the UNREF projects. Considerable work has already
been done by the voluntary agencies in the refugee
camps and centres ib order to select the refugee
families who are suitable for the various projects.

68. Quite apart from these preparatory measures,
substantial progresa has been made on a number of
projects ~ such as that for establishment in agriculture,
under which twenty of the fifty houses planned have
already been completed, and the project for aid to
uníveraíty students. The fact that implementation of
tangible projects for ih3ir firm establishment has been
started has had a noticeable influence on the morale
of those refugees in camps who have been Itvíng there
for many years without any prospects under the pre
vailing economic conditions.

69. During the year 1955, the number of refugees
in Greece diminished from 15,300 to 14,700, and the
number of refugees in camps and centres decreased
from 2,800 to 2,400.

:aevised plan of operations (195S)

70. At the beginning of 1956, the number ofunsettled
refugees in' Greece was estimated at 5,900, out of
which 2,400 ',-¡ere in camps.

71. An allocation of$600,000forpermanentsolutions
in Greece was approved by the Executive Committee
within the over-all target for 1956. Itwas also decided
to add to this amount unimplemented projects re
quiring UNREF contributions to the value of$440,251,
which were taken over from the plan of operations
for 1955.

72. The total allocation of $1,040,251 for permanent
solutíons in Greece is broken down as follows:

7

i
118,335

67,500
172,250

Establishment in agriculture ••••••.•••.
Establishment as índustrtal workers..•••.
Establishment in crafts and trades. . . . • . .
Consolidation of economic and socialposition

of refugees in urban areas • . • • • • . • • •. 79,833
Vocational training . • . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . 6,733
Aid to university students , , . • . • • . . . • .. 21,065
Pre-selection of refugees. • . . . • . • • . • .. 18,031

66. To the projects listed aboye, contributions in
the approximate value of $362,000 are being made by
the Greek Government, bringing the total costofthese
projects up to an amount of approximately $846,000.
It is expected that sorne 823 refugees will benefit
from these UNREF projects.

67. The Greek Government has established a Ce
ordínatíon Council for Refugees .and a Special Govern-

Allocations

62. The UNREF plan of operations for 1955 included
permanent solutions projects for refugees in Greece
requiring UNREF contributions in the amount of
$924,967. Of this amount, $701,066 represented the
allocation within the over-all target ior governmental
contributions, and $230,425 the amount granted by the
Netherlands Committee for Aid to Refugees towards
the fínancíng of permanent solutions projects in
Greece.

Implementation of projects

65. Permanent solutions projects requiring UNREF
contributions to the value of $483,745, as against a
total allocation of $924,967, have been put into effect
in the autumn of 1955 and in the early months of
1956. The total UNREF contributions totheseprojects
included $260,815 from governmental contributions
and $222,930 granted by the Netherlands Committee
for Aid to Refugees. The breakdown of projects in the
course of implementation is as follows:

63. ~he total allocation of $924,967 was broken down
as follows:

i
Establishment in agriculture ..••....•.• 118,335
Establishment as industrial workers••••.. 249,167
Establishment in crafts and trades .....•• 350,000
Consolídatíon of economío and social position

in urban centres •••••• , • • • • • • • • • •• 161,667
Vocational training . • • • • • • • • • . . . • • • • 6,733
Aid to university students. • • • • • • . • . . •. 21,065
Pre-selection of refugees. . . • • . . . . . • .• 18,000

64. The UNREF projects were drawn up in close
"consultatíon with the Greek Government in order that
they might fit in with governmental plana for the
development and reconstruction of the country, taking
into account at the same time the particular aptitudes
of the refugees. As the majority of refugeea are of
urban origin, the emphasis of the programme was
laid on the establíshment, through loans , of refugees
in crafts and trades and in industry in as many different
areas as possíble, The Greek Government has made
available, however, reclaimed agriculturalland, which
will permit the establishment in agriculture of a
number of refugee families of rural background.
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Plan of operations for 1955

D. It.aly

81. Satisfactory reports have been receíved in re
spect of the projects concern.ed with the promotion of
emigration; out of a total of 500 refugees who will
benefit from t.his category of projects, approxímately
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60,000

20,400
260,000

33,282
144,086

Promotion of emigrativn•..••...•.••..
Re-establishment of refugee families in

Belgium •.•.•••.••...••••.•••.•
Establishment in crafts and trades ..•••..
Rehabilitation of handicapped refugees •..•
Unalloeated ....•••.•.•...•.•.•.••

Revised plan of operations (1956)

84. The number oí unsettled refugees in Italy was
estímated at the beginning of 1956 to be about 14,500,
including some 4,000 refugees in camps.

SS. The allocation íor permanent solutions in ltaly,
approved by the Executive Committee within the
over-all target for 1956, amounted to $450,000. In
cluding a carry-over from the plan of operations for
1955 to the valué of $67,768, the total allocation of
$517,768 will be usecl to ñnance , within the revised
plan of operations (1956), the following types of
projects:

100 had already left Italy for overseas eountries at
the time of writing.

82. Several families have also been established in
crafts and trades. In this respect the progresa re
ported is, however, somewhat alower as the utmost
care must be exercised in establiahing eaeh refugee
family in orafts 01' trades.

83. Between 1 January 1955 and 1 January 1956, the
total refugee populatíon in Italy diminished from
29,000 to 24,800, mainly through the emigration of
2,500 refugees. The number of refugees in camps
decreased during the same period from 6,250 to
4,000.

E, Other countrles

Plan of operations for 1955

88. The plan of operations for 1955 included alloca
tions for permanent solutions projects in other coun
tries to the value of $234,000, including $4,000 for a
project in Belgíum and $230,000 to finance pr-ojects
designed to promote the resettlement of refugees in
various countries overseas.

86. In addition to the projects for promotíon of
emigration and establishment in erafts and trades,
prepared on the same lines as the similar projects
in the first plan of operations, it was poasíble to
include in. the revised plan of operations (1956) pro
jects for rehabilitation of handicapped refugees,
partieularly post-tubercular cases. Another new pro
jeet provides, with the agreement of the Belgian
Government, for the re-establishment in Belgíum of
refugee families difficult to resettle overseas. It is
further planned to use a part of the unallocated balance
to draw up additional projects for the rehabilitation
of handicapped refugees.

87. It i s believed that the Executive Committee will
be ín a position to authorize for implementation pro
jects requiring UNREF contributions to the value of
$244,982, which represents 47 par cent of the total
allocation for permanent solutíons in Italy in 1956.

8
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Promotion of emigration..••. , .•....••
E stablishment in crafts and trades .....•.
Vocational training ....•.......•..•.
Unallocated ....•.......•.........

75. The contributions to UNREF for 1956, as antt
cipated at the time of writing of the present report,
will make it possible for the Executive Committee
to authorize for implementation projects in the value
of $578,610, representing 56 par cent of the allocatíon
Ior permanent solutions in Greece in the revised plan
of operutíons (1956).

79. Special efforts had to be made within the plan of
operations for 1955 on behalf of several hundreds of
refugees who cannot be integrated into the local
economy and for whom resettlement opportunities
could not be found ovar the last yeara, A relatively
high amount had to remain unallocated in view of the
faet that various projects for rehabilitation of handi
capped refugees could not be finalized through lack of
sufficient supporting contributions.

General remarks

76. The total number of some 29,000 refugees within
the mandate of my Office residing at the beginning of
1955 in Italy (including Trieste) was estimated to in
elude 19,000 unsettled refugees, including 6,250
refugees in camps.

77. As in Greece, the position of unsettled refugees
in Italy must be considered against the economic and
social background of the country. Whereas economic
and social conditions in the northern part of Italy are
generally good, the situation in the south, where most
of the refugee cainps are located, is very similar to
that described in respect of Greece in the preceding
section of the present reporto

Al1ocations

78. In the U~REF plan of operations for 1955 an
al1ocation of $280,000 was íncluded to help finance the
following permanent solutions projects in Italy:

Implementation of projects

80. All perrnanent solutions projects for refugees in
Italy included in the 1955 plan of operations were
approved and authorized for írnplementatíon by the
Executive Commíttee 01' the Standing Programme Sub
Committee, and are at the present time in the course
of implementation. The Italían authorities are con
tributing $218,500 to these projects, the total cost of
which amounts to approximately $431,000, and it is
estimated that 945 refugees will benefit when the pro
jects are completed,



F. Settlement of dlfflcult cases
Plan of operations for 1955

AlIocations

102. The plan of operations for 1955 included pro
jects for the settlement of difficult cases requiring
UNREF contrtbutíons in the amount of $793,800. Of
thí s, $594,000 represented the allocation within the
over-all target of $4,200,000 for governmental con
tributions, $189,800 the amount grantedbytheNethe¡O
lands Committee for Aid to Refugees towards the
settlement 'of difficult cases in Austria ($133,000)
and Greece ($56,800), and $10,000 residual IRO funds
for the financing of díffícult cases projects in Austria.

103. The total allocation of $793,800 was broken
down as follows:

$
348-;-000
120,000

20,000
121,800

12,000
133,000

8,000
31,000Turkey . ,. .

Austria •• r- •••••••••••••••••••

China •••••••••••••••••.•••••
Egypt •.•..•..•••••.••.••••..
Greece ••.•••••.•.•••••••••••
Iran ...•.•••••••••••••.•••••
Italy ••••....•••••••••••••.••
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria ••.•••.•••.

General remarks

99. In my report to the tenth session of the General
Assembly, I indicated that the number of identifiable
difficult cases requiring institutional or special care
amounted to at least 15,500.

.100. Despite the great number of difficult cases and
dependants, only limited alIocations for projects on
their behalf could be made within the target for 1955.
According to the wish expressed by the former
Advisory Committee at its fifth session, when the
target for the year 1955 was fixed, it was necessary
to keep an adequate balance between the alIocations
for permanent solutions and those for other types
of UNREF projects.

101. In distributing the target alIocation for the
settlement of difficult cases over the various countries
of residence, due consideration was given not only to
the number of difficult cases identified in eaeh country,
but also to the prospective openings for the settlement
of difficult cases either in or outside the countries of
present residence.

Promotion of resettlement

97. The revised plan of operations (1956) ineludes
projects to promote the resettlement in overseas
countries of refugees residing in Europe to the value
of $100,000. These projects are designed to enable
the voluntary agencies concerned with the resettle
ment of refugees to gzant special loans in order to
facilitate the admission and establishment ofrefugees
in trades and professions in the countrtes of tmmí
gration.

98. One of the projects for the promotion of reset··
tlement, requiring an U1'."REF contribution of $46,500,
was authorized for implementation by the Executive
Committee at its seeond sessíon.

89. The project approved for refugees ir. Belgium is
being implemented. This project provides for the es
tablishment of a small employment counselling and
placement service.

90. The projects for the promotíon of resettlement
could not be authorized for implementation through
lack of funds, and had to be abandoned.

France

95. The allocation for permanent solutions projects
in France was fixed at $280,000 according to the
following breakdown:

!
Vocational training and employment ...••. 230,828
Integration of refugee intellectuals. • • • • .• 16,663
Establishment in crafts and trades. • • . • •• 28,571
UnalIocated • • • . • . . • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • 3,938

96. It is believed that, on the basis ofthe anticipated
contributions to UNREF, the Executive Committee
wilI be able to authorize for ímplementatíon per
manent solutions projects in France requiring UNRE F
contríbutíons to the value of $163,005, representing
58 per cent of the total allocation.

Belgium and France

91. An estimated number of over 6r ,000 refugees
reside in Belgium and 306,000 in France as a result
of the generous policy followed in respect of the
admission of refugees.

92. Although there are no refugee camps in these
two countries, the great numbers of refugees include
several thousands who, for various reasons, partícu
larly their state of health and age , cannot easily be
integrated in the local economíes. The number of
unsettled refugees was estimated to be, at the begín
ning of 1956, some 10,000 in Belgium and some
40,000 in France. For these reasons the Executive
Committee approved, within the revised plan of
operations (1956), a total alIocation of $350,000 to
enable UNREF te participate in the financing of
permanent solutions projects which would benefit, in
these two countries, those refugees who , owing to
their living condítíons 01.' their disabilities, are unfit
for normal integration.

Revised plan of operations (1956)

Belgium

93. Of the total allocation of $350,000 an amount of
$70,000 was alIocated íor permanent solutions in
Belgium according to the following breakdown:

$
Employment counselling and placement .••.• 20,000
Rehabilitation of handicapped refugees ••••• 30,000
Credit facilities ••..•.•...•••••..•.• 20,000

94. It is believed that, on the basis ofthe anticipated
contributions to UNREF for 1956, the Executive Com
mittee will be able to authorize for implementation
permanent solutions projects in Belgium requírfng
UNREF contributions in the amount of $50,000.

\
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104. The projects for settlement of difficult cases
provide mainly for two types of solutíons: settiement
in institutions in the country of residence, and settle
ment in institutions in other, mainly European, coun
tries. In view of the few openings available, the
settlement of dUficult cases outside their present
country of residence is, as far as possible, reserved
for those difficult cases who cannot easily be settled
in the countries where they are resídíng through lack
of appropriate facilities. This applies to all difficult
cases among refugees of European origin in China,
as well as to the majority of difficult cases in the
Near and Middle East.

105. The difficult cases are settled in institutions
either through a grant from UNREF for their admis
síon into an existing institution, or by a contribution
from UNREF towards the building of an extension to,
or the construction of, an ínstítutíon, In all projects
due care is taken to ensure that refugees will be given
life-long care and maintenance, as weH as appropriate
medical care and supervtston.

106. Unfortunately, settlement opportunities lor the
chronically síok and the mental cases are ínadequate.
In most cases the openings whích ar.e available are for
aged refugees, who require only normal care and
maintenance and medical supervision. Special attention
is given by my Office to difficult cases among refugees
of European origin in China, of whom sorne 1,100
cases were identified as of 1 January 1955.

Implementation of projects

107. Projects for the settlement of difficult cases
requiring UNREF contributions to the value of
$460,702, as against a total allocatíon of $793,800,
are in course of implementation. The total UNREF
contributions to these projects include $268,248 from
governmental contributions, $183,276. from the grant
of the Netherlands Committee for Aid to Refugees,
and $9,178 from IRO residual funds.

108. The breakdown of these projects, according to
the country of residence of the difficult cases, is as
foHows:

$
Austria. • . . • . . . • . . . • • • • • • • • .. 258~109
China. . . . • . • • . • • • . . . . • . . . . •. 34,500
Greece . . • . . • . • . • • • . . • • . . • . .• 88,516
Iran . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 2,333
Italy. . . . . • • • • . . • • • . • • . . . • • .• 61,244
Turkey • • . . • • . . . . . . . • . • . • • • .• 16,000

109. To the projects listed above considerable
ilirect and indirect supporting contributions are made
from non-UNREF sources, mainly from within the
countries where the difficult cases are settled or re
settled, Thesc supporting contributions, which consist
particularly of guarantees of life-Iong care and
maintenance and medical services, are given eíther
by Governments and local authorities or by voluntary
societies. Although it ís not easy to evaluate these
contributions in view of the different standards of
living in the couñtries where refugees are settled or
resettled, a very conservatíve estímate shows that
the dírect or indirect supportíng contributions to the

10

projects for settlement of difficult cases in the course
of implementation exceed by far $1,000,000.

110. The reports so far received on the progress of
projects in course of implementation ?.re very satis
factory. Two hundred and síxty-thrce refugees have
already benefited under these projec,s, This number
íncludes twenty-seven refugees setued in institutions
in their countries of residence, 176 cases settled in
institutions in other countrtes, and sixty aged refugees
for whom annuities have been provided. The countries
where difficult cases have been resettled are Belgium,
Denmark, Norway and Sweden, and arrangements are
being made for resettlement of other cases in France,
Ireland, the Netherlands, Switzerland and other
European countries.

111. A number of projects are not yet completed as
they involve the building of new institutions or the
expansion and re-equipment of existing buíldíngs. Some
delays also occurred in the resettlement iu Europe
of difficult cases among European refugees in China,
because of the delays in obtaíníng exit permits. On
the basis of the latest reports it is hoped, however,
that the Iasuance of such permits will be somewhat
easier during the current year.

112. A total number of 742 difficult cases will
benefit from the projects implemented under the plan
of operations for 1955. In addition, a considerable
number of refugees in the category of difficult cases
was admitted without grants from UNREF for resettle
ment in several European countries, including seventy
seven aged refugees from Austria, Italy and Germany
admitted to the United Kingdom under the "Two
Thousand Scheme". Moreover, a number of aged
refugees is being admitted to the Uníted States of
America under the Refugee Relief Act,

Revised plan of operations (1956)

113. Although at the beginning of 1956 the prospects
concerning the successful implementation of vartous
projects for settlement of difficult cases included in
the plan of operations for 1955 Were excellent, the
impact of those projects on the over-aH case-load
was too limited to alter the general sítuatíon, It
appaars, on the contrary, that the number of refugees
in the category of difficult cases ís increasing rather
than decreasing. This ís due not only to the identifi
cation of cases which were previously unknown to my
Office, but also to the deterioration of refugees'
health, particularly in the age groups of fifty and
overo

114. Until recently old persons among the refugees
were classified as difficult cases, and.thereby elígtble
for grants from UNREF when they reached the age of
sixty-five, unless reasons of sickness would justify
such a classification before a.ttaining that age. The
planning and implementation of the UNREF programme
have made ít clear that there are in and out of camps
a certain number of needy refugees in the age group
sixty to sixty-five for whom no other solution can
reasonably be envísaged than their settlement as diffi
cult cases. I have therefore decided to extend the
definition of dífffcult cases to thís age group. Although
this will increase to a sizable extent the number of
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G. Shanghal operatlon

Plan of operations for 1955

117. In distributing the total allocation ayer the
various countries and in drawing up the detailed pro
jects included in the revised plan of operations (1956),
the same policy was followed as outlíned in respect of
the plan of operatíons for 1955.

118. The contríbutíons for 1956 to lTNREF anticipated
at tbe time of writing of thepresentreport wil1 enable
the Executive Committee to authorize for implemen
tation projects to the value of $496,844, representing
53 per cent of the total allocation for settlement of
difficult cases in tbe revised plan of operatíons (1956).

difficult cases whích wíll be recorded by myOffice, it
has been fou, -l unrealistic to suggest that other
permanent solutions could be found for this group of
refugees.

115. In the revised plan of operations (1956) the total
allocatíon for settlement of difficult cases amounts to
$945,002, i.ncluding unimplemented projects requiring
UNREF contributions to the va!ue of $331,002, which
were taken over from the plan of operations for 1955.

116. This total allocation ís broken down asfol1ows,
according to the present country of residence of the
cases:

Summary of projects

122. The Executive Committee approved ar. its first
session an allocation of $226,000 to cover expenditure
under- the Shangbai operation for the periad 1 April
to 31 December 1955, on tbe understanding tbat the
expenditure for the first part of tbe year would be
fihanced out of ths available balance in the former
United Nations Refugee Emergency Fund,

123. This allocation was designed to finance direct
expenditure by my Office, including monthly al~

lowances, welfare expenses, medical supplies and
services for refugees on the Cbinese mainland, the
mainténance of the Emergency Staging Centre in
Shanghai and tbe administrative costs of the Shanghaí
Offiee.

124. The allocatíon also covered allotments to two
voluntary agencies to provide emergency aid to 700
refugees in China at arate not exceeding $6 per month,

Implementation of projects

125. The actual expenditure under the UNREF pro
[ecta for tbe period 1 April to 31 December 1955
amounted to $196,058, broken down as follows:

1
Direct UNREF expenditure . • . • . . . . • . •• 162,458
Assistance through voluntary agencies . . .. 33,600

To the aboye total should be added an amount of
$69,727 spent in tbe earlier part of the year, making
a total expenditure for H~55 of $265,785.

126. During tbe year 1955 a total of 547 refugees
were resettled mainly in Brazil, Australia, the United
States of America, Chile, Turkey and Japan. This
number includes forty-two difficult cases wbo were
admitted to institutions in Belgium,Denmark, France,
the NetherIands, Norway , Portugal, Sweden and
Switzerland, thanks to tbe generous co-operation of
the respective Governments and ofvoluntary societies.
Tbe administration of tbe United States Escapee Pro
gramme also made a contribution to the care and
maintenance of tbe refugees to cover some of tbe
costs incurred in Hong Kong pending their resettle
mento

127. The total number of refugees resettled during
the year 1955 compares unfavourably with the number
resettled .in the two previous years, wbich reacbed
a total of 3,321 in 1953 and 1,463 in 1954. This is due
to tbe difficulties encountered in obtaining exit per
mits from China.

Revised plan of operations (1956)

128. At tbe beginning of 1955 there were still at
least 13,300 European refugees in China, íncludíng
920 identified dífficult cases for wbom no openings
were as yet available.

129. The Executive Committee approved witbin tbe
revised plan of operations (1956) an allocation of
$331,120 including:

1
Direct UNREF expenditure . . . • • • • • • • •• 273,520
Assístance tbrough voluntary agencies • • •• 57,600

.!
277,569
150,500

52,500
50,000
96,010
25,867

163,756
28,800
45,000
55,000

Iran ..

Austria ..
China ..
Egypt ..
France " ..
Greece 5 ..

Italy , .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Il .. .. .. .. .. ..

Jordan, Lebanon, Syria .••...•••.•
Turkey o ..

Various countries •••.......••...

General remarks

119. In my previous reports totbe General Assembly
I have repeatedly drawn attention to the problem of
refugees of European origin in Cbina for wbom no
other solutions can be found than their resettlement
in otber countries. Following the termínatíon of the
operations of the former International Refugee Organi
zation on 1 February 1952, my Office undertook,
togetber witb tbe Inter-governmental Committee for
European Migration, a joint operation on bebalf ofthis
group of refugees and a large part oftbe funds available
in the former United Nations Refugee Emergency
Fund were devoted to this operation, including the
provision of emergency aid and the settlement of
difficult cases.

120. Following tbe recommendations of tbe former
Advisory Committee at its fiftb sessíon, tbe Executive
Committee decided to include tbe Sbanghai operation
witbin tbe UNREF programme,

121. The riumber of refugees of European origin in
China was estimated at tbe beginning of 1955 at
14,000 persona,
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H. Emergency aid

Plan of ope tíons for 1955

Allocations

133. The total allocation of $115,000 was broken
down, according to the countries of residence of the
refugees, as follows:

134. The aboye distribution of allocations wasbased
on the estimates of the number of needy refugees in
the respective countries and on the nature of emer
gency aid to be given to refugees accordingto existing
local condítíons,

!
7,000

23,500
10,000
20,400
16,000

9,000
10,000

9,664

Iran .......................•.

Egypt .•••••••••••••.•••••••••

Turkey .

Greece .

Imprest account • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •
Reserve account. • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Italy ••••..••.••••••.•••••••••
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria • " ••••••••

136. In a few instances the projects enabled the
voluntary agencies to provide to refugees assistance
to obtain lodgings or small cash grants to meet
special needs,

137. The imprest account ís designed to enable
voluntary agencies in various countries to assist
refugees with small cash grants not exceeding $10
in specia1 emergency cases. These grants are reim
bursed to the voluntary agencies by my Office in
Geneva or by my Branch Offices.

Revised plan of operations (1956)

140. The Executive Committee approved an alloca
tion of $105,564 for emergency aid projectswithinthe
revised plan oí operations (1956), which is broken
down as follows:

Implementation of projects

138. The actual expenditure under the emergency
aid projects, including the reserve account, amounted,
.n the course of 1955, to $63,187.10 The limited ex
penditure on emergency aid projects was due on the
one hand, to the stringent criteria applied in extending
emergency aid to refugees, and also to the fact, that,
as the projects vter« approved only in May 1955, the
agreements could cover only a shorter period of the
year 1955 than originally planned.

141. The distribution of the allocations was made on
the same prtncíples as outlined aboye in respect of
the allocations for 1955, after a re-assessment of
the needs in each area,

139. To the aboye amount should be added,however,
expenditure to the value of $15,027 made in the
earlier part cf the year out of the available balance
from the former United Nations Refugee Emergency
Fund, making a t,..,tal emergency aid expenditure of
$78,214 for the year 1955.

lOExcluding adjustrnents in me vaiue DÍ projects for the settlement of
~ficult cases. amounting to $5,250.

12

1
10,000
25,000
12,000
21,000
18,000

9,000
10,000
10,000

Egypt ...••••••.•.•.••••.•.•••
Greece •.•••••••••••.•••.•.•••
Iran ••••.•••••.•••.•••.•...•.
Italy •••.•.•.••••.•••••••..•••
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria •.•.••••••
Turkey ...•••.••..•.•••.••••••
Imprest account • . • • . . • • • • • • • • • • •
Reserve account. . . •.• • • • • • • • • ••••

135. Most of the UNREF projects for emergency
aíd include provisions to enable the implementing
voluntary agencies to provide supplementary feeding
and medical care to the refugees. In Italy, the emer
gency aid project W2S restricted, however, io amedi
cal insurance scheme in view of the relief allowances
provided to refugees by the Italian authorities.

132. In accordance with the recommendations of the
former Advisory Committee at its fifth session, the
Executive Committee included in the plan of operations
for 1955 an over-all allocation of $105,000 for emer
gency aid projects, to which was added a small
reserve account of $10,000 to cover unforeseen
emergencies, making a total of $115,000.

130. This allocation was based on the latest infor
mation available in respect of the í ssuance of exit
permits, which makes it possible to hope that the
number of refugees to be resettled in 1956 will be
considerably higher than in the previous year. It is
also expected that, as a result of negotiations now
being undertaken with the Government of the Nether
lands, it will be possible to resettle all the inmates
and close the Shanghai Emergency StagingCentre.

General remarks

131. In the years before the establishment of the
UNREF programme, my Office provided, from the
former United Nations Refugee Emergency Fund,
emergency aid to the most needy groups among
refugees residing in countries where they cannot
benefit from public relief allowances orsocíal security
measures sufficient to cover the minimum required
for subsistence and medical careo
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A. Repatrlntlon

142. In accordance with the mandate of my Office
any requests for repatriation which are received from
individual refugees are referred to the appropriate
authorities of their countries of origino As I stated
in my report to the ninth session of the General
Assembly,ll however, my Office is rarely able to
obtain information on the action subsequently taken,

143. During 1955, various Governments of the
countries of origin renewed their efforts to encourage
repatriation by sending repatriation missions to the
countries of residence of refugees and through inter
views conducted by the members of diplomatic or
consular missions. Publicity favouring repatriation,
calling attention to recent decrees of amnesty, and
promising free transportation and loans to refugees

J wishing to retum to their countries of origin, has also
greatly increased. This has resulted in a temporary
increase in applications for repatriation. In Germany,
fifty-six such applícatíons were received during the
summer and autumn of 1955, and the return of thirty
one refugees of Soviet nationality before the expiry
of their prison sentences for crimes committed in
Germany has also been reported. The Ministry of the
Interior in Austria has notified my Branch Office in
that country that 263 persons have been repatriated
from Austria from 1 April to 31 October 1955. My
Office has no means of checking these figures nor of
finding out how many of the persons concerned come
within the mandate of my Office.

144. In accordance with resolution 925 (X) adopted
by the Assembly at íts tenth session, which called
upon my Office to continue its efforts to solve the
problems of refugees by repatriation and resettlement,
while at the same time applying due safeguards to
ensure the protectíon of refugees, I have requested the
Governments of the countries of residence of refugees
to .eusure that my Branch Offices be advised of any
impending visit to refugees of a repatriation mission
and be ínvíted to send a representative to accompany
the mission in the capacity of an impartial observer
to ensure that no undue influence is exercised. This
procedure is working satisfactorily and my Branch
Offices have been nottñed a number of times of such
visits, and representatives have accompanied the
missions.

B. Resettlement

GENERAL REMARKS

145. Further progress has been made in the re
settlement of refugees both within Europe and in

llOfficial Recocds of the General Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement
No. 13 (A/2648), paragraph 165.
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overseas countries since my last report to the General
Assembly. In promoting emigration opportunities for
refugees and encouraging them to take advantage of
these opportunities, my Office has been acting in
accordance with article 8 (2) of its statute.

146. Resettlement opportunities for refugees com
plying with current ímmígratíon criteria have in
creased slightly during the period under review. This
was partly due to the facts that the United States
Refugee Relief Act was implemented more effectively
and that, under the immigration schemes of major
immigration countries such as Australia and Canada,
further facilities were given to refugees. It was also
due to the increased interest shown in the refugee
problem as a result of the new UNREF programme.

147. There has also been an increase in the settle
ment of difficult cases who have been accepted by a
larger number of countries than previously, including
Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, the Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Sweden and Switzerland,

148. For refugees who cannot comply with current
immigration criteria and who do not fall wíthín the
category of difficult cases, however, resettlement
possibilities tend to dímínish, It is becoming more and
more evident that, tf these refugees are to benefit
from resettlement possibilities, admission criteria
must be liberalized to allow the admission of refugee
families which include one or more members who do
not fully comply with current immigration require
ments.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

149. The effective ímnlementation of the Refugee
Relief Act of 1953 has resulted in an increase in the
number of refugees within the mandate ofmy Office to
be admitted to the United States during 19i>5. With the
assistance of the Inter-governmental Committee for
European Migration, during 1955, 11,438 refugees
were transported to the United States. This is more
than twice the number moved under the auspices of
the Comniittee during the preceding year.

150. The majority of refugees indicate a preference
for resettlement in the United States, and it is hoped,
therefore, that certain administrative changes will
permit a greater number of refugees to take advantage
of the resettlement opportunities offered under the
Refugee Relief Act, 1953, before its expiration at the
end of 1956.

CANADA

151. Canada continues to be one of the major
countries of resettlement for those refugees who are
able to comply with normal immigration criteria.
There is no limitation upon the number of refugees
possessing the requisite skills who may be admitted
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to that country. The Canadian Government has also
indicated íts willingness to accept a certain number
of refugees within the fifty to sixty age group, as well
as widows with dependent children.

152. During the year 1955, 2,395 refugees were
resettled in Canada with the assistance of ICEM and
there are indications that a larger number of refugees
will be admitted during 1956.

153. The decision of the Canadian Government to
extend travel loans to entire refugee families is
extremely helpful,

154. In the latter months of 1955 the services of my
Branch Offices in Austria, Germany and Italy were
made available to two senior representatives of the
Canadian Department of Immigration and Citizenship,
who visited refugee camps in those countr.ies with a
view to assessing what further efforts Canada -míght
be able to make towards the admission of a greater
number of refugees to its territory.

AUSTRALIA

155. Through bilateral agreements wi.th Austria,
Germany, Greece and the Netherlands, the Govern
ment of Australia undertook to accept over 2,000
refugees for resettlement wíthtníts territory during
the year 1955. A special qucca of 500 visas was -set
aside for refugees Iron- ltaly. This quota, which
expires on 30 June 1956, shows every prospect of
beíng filled.

156. The Australian Government has initiated afur
ther scheme , in conjunctíon wíth the Administration
of the United States Escapee Programme and"ICEM,
for the admission of Yugoslav refugees from Austria,
and is willing to admít up to 1,000 single men and
women and married couples, A considerable. number
of privately sponsored refugees are also admitted to
Australia each year.

NEW ZEALAND

157. During 1955, the Government of New Zealand
has demonstrated a growing interest in migration
generally and it is the hope of my Office that the
Gover nment of that country will, during the comíng
year, continue to admít those refugees who are in
possession of assurances of employment and accom
modatíon, New Zealand has dísplayed a sympathetíc
interest in the work of my Office and has contributed
annually to UNREF in respect of the joint operation
of ICEM and my Ofiice for European refugees in
China.

NE THERLANDS

158. The Nctherlands Government has during the
period under review ímplemented its scheme to admit
250 refugee families wíthín. the mandate ofthis Office.
Selection teams have already visited Greece, Trieste
and Austria and, by May 1956, 132 families (totallíng
610 persons) had been accepted. Ninety families
(totallíng 406 persons) had by the middle of May 1956
been admitted to the Netherlands.
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159. The scheme is for refugee families of wh
one or more members are experienced in the build
trade. On arrival, families are installed in furnis
accommodation placed at their disposal by the vari
Netherlands municipalities.

160. The Government of the Netherlands has e
tinued to accept a number of refugee students for
time university training and permanent residen
Fifteen refugee students , including three tuberculo
patients, were admitted in 1955 under the auspice
the University Asylum Fund,

161. The efiorts of the Netherlands Government
behalf of difficult cases are referred to elsewher
the present reporto

SWEDEN

162. As a special contrtbutíon to the UNREF p
gramme, the Swedish Government agreed to the adm
sion in 1955, under extremely liberal criteria, of s
600 refugees within my mandate from Austria.
only requirement was that refugee families woul
capable of becoming self-supporting. Among
persons selected were sixty-one tubercular cases
a number of aged and handicapped refugees,
selection mission, which visited Austria in Au
1955, was given wide discretion in the exercise of
functions. As a result, this scheme was most succe
ful and within a period of three months more than
refugees were resettled in Sweden. Tubercul
patients were placed in sanatorta and their dependa
were offered employment in the vicinity. The refug
enjoy the same wage scalea, social security and
employment benefits as Swedish natíonala,

163. In February of this year 1 had an opportui
to visit many of these people, who were then alre
established, and to observe the way in which t
were adjusting themselves to their new environm-

164. The first scheme has been followed by a sec
one of a jsímílar type designed to admit up to 1.
persons including at least thirty tubercular cae
Selection for the second scheme began in Aus
during the month of April 1956.

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

165. A further selection of refugees for admis
to the United Kingdom under the "Two Thou
Scheme" took place in November and December 1
when a visiting mission selected migrants f
Austria, Germany, Italy and Trieste. As a resu
the vísít a further fifty-one refugee famHies
accepted for permanent resettlement in the U
Kíngdom,

LATIN AMERICA

166. The resettlement of refugees has continue
a number of Latin American countries through
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172. Small groups of refugees are also be.ng moved
to countries of permanent resettlement in other narts
of the world, with the assistance of the Inter-govern
mental Comm,ittee for European Mígratíon, This
applies particularly to those refugees with very little
chance of integration in certain areae of the Middle
East and in Ethiopia. The Committee has succeededin
securing residence permits and work contracts in the
Central African Federation for about twenty refugees
in Ethiopia; their movement is being financed from
the mo Trust Fund.

OTHER COUNTRIES

170.0ne of the main obje ettves of my visit was to
consult with the heads of Governments and Ministers
for Foreign Affairs on the refugee problem and, in
particular, on the possibility of increasing resettle
ment opportunities for refugees in Latin America, and
also to discuss the question of further ratifications
and accessions to tbe 1951 Convention. 1 also planned
to visit refugee settlements and to meet representa
tives of the voluntary agencies which have, through
the grant made by the .Ford Foundation, carried out
projects to promote the resettlement of refugees in
Latin America.

171. 1 hope to be able to visit other countries in
Latin America in the future.

177. The Government of Denmark ratified this Con
vention on 17 January 1956. Síx ratífícatíons or ae
cessions are required in crder that the Conventíon
may come into force.

CONVENTION ON THE DECLARATION OF DEATH
OF MISSING PERSONS

CONVENTION RELATING TO THE STATUS OF
STATELESS PERSONS

Secretary-Genera,l that the Convention has been ex
tended to cever Land Ber'Iín with retroactive effeet
from 1 March 1954.

175. In several other countries ratification of the
Convention í s under active consideration. My Office
contínues Its- efforts to promote the accessíon of the
greatest possible number of States to the Convention.

176. Since my last annual report, the Federal Re
public of Germany and Pakistan have acceded to this
Convention. "In Germany the Convention also applíes
to Land BerUn. It was in force as of 1 Apri11956
between China, the Federal Republic of Germany,
.Guatemala, Israel and Pakístan,
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joint efforts of the voluntary agencies, ICEM, USEP
and my Office. The interest shown by the countries
of Latin America in the refugee problem and theír
understandíng of my task is much appreciated by my
Offíce,

167. During the year 1955, 402 refugees wer.e re
settled with the asaistance of ICEM in Brazil, 662
in Chile, 136 in Venezuela and small numbers in
Argentína, Colombia and other Latin American
countries. Particularly valuable has been the willing
ness of Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Venezuela to
accept refugees resident in China, whose migration
was arranged tbrough the joint ICEM/UNHCR Office
in Hong Kong.

168. The Government oí Colombia has approved a
standing quota of 100 visas monthly for refugees
whose placement is guaranteed by the Colombian
Catholic Immigration Committee. Effarts are being
made to increase the publicity for this scheme so that
the full quota of visas may be utilized.

169. During April and the first part of May 1956 1
was able to carry out my intention of visiting certain
countries in Latin America including those countries
which are members oftheEconomicandSocialCouncil
or of the UNREF Executive Committee or wbich have
signed the 1951 Convention relatít..g to the Status of
Refugees. The countries were Argentina, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru,
Uruguay and Venezuela.

1951 CONVENTION RELATING TO THE STATUS OF
REFUGEES

A. Internatlonal lnstruments affectlng refugees

173. Sincé May 1955, when my report to the tenth
session of the General Assembly was íssuc t, the
following States have ratified the Convention: Ecuador
on 17 August 1955, the Holy See on 15 March 1956,
Iceland on 30 November 1951.5 and the Netherlanda on
3 May 1956. The following eighteen States are now
parties to the Convention: Australia, Austria, Bel
gíum, Denmark, Ecuador, France, the Federal Re
public of Germany, the Holy See, Iceland, Israel,
Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

174.0f the States which have, since the last annual
report, ratified the Convention, Ecuador and the Holy
See have, in accordance witharticle 18 of the Con
vention, declared that the words: "Events occurring
before 1 January 1951" shall mean" eventsoccurring
in Europe before 1 January 1951", while the Govern
ments of Iceland and the Netherlands have declared
that they shall mean " events occurring in Europe or
.elsewhere before 1 J anuary 1951". Tbe Government
of the Federal Republie of Germany has notified the
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certíñcaees entit1e the holders to reside in Austria,
and are to be valid for six months, aubject to renewal,
Under the terms of the instruction a domiciliary ban
Is to be ímposed on Illegal entrants whose preaence
constttutes a danger to natíonal security or public
order but who cannot be deported to their country of
origino At the same time, however, a written stay of
execution muat be granted to enable the illegal entrant
to emigrate to another country. If the circumstances
justj.fy deportatíon to the country of origin, deportation
proceedings are to be ínstítuted, Repatriation may,
however, only take place with the approval of the
Ministry of the Interior.

183. It has be en agreed by the Austrian authorities
that my Branch Office in Vienna will be notified
officially of all cases whe.re a claim to be recognized
as a refugee under the 1~51 Conventíon has been
rejected and it wíll thus be in a posttíon to make
representations on behalf of the claímant, The new
procedure does not provide for participation by my
Office in the interviewing of the refugeea, but the
arrangements are considered as being on a trial basis
by the Austrian authorities.

184. I have proposed to the Minister of the Interior
that I should submit a report to him on the working
of these arrangements after the procedure has been in
operation for síx months, in order that the question of
íts revision might be considered.

185. In Belgium the Ministry for Foreign Affairs,
after consultation with my Branch Office, has decíded
that refugees residing in Belgium shall be recorded
in local government registers as "United Nations
refugees" .

186. My representative in Belgium received 3,000
applications to be recognized as refugees during 1955.
Of these, more than 200 were applicationsbyrefugees
coming directly from their country of origin who
were declared eligible under the terms of the 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. Of the
others, approximately 2,700 were from refugees who
had been residing in Belgium for many years.

187. In Egypt, the registration of refugees wíthín
the mandate of my Offíce has been continued in close
co-op.eration between my Office and the Refugee section
of the Ministry of the Interior. Those refugees who
have been registered have been able to obtain resí
dence permits and other documents in aecordance with
the agreement concludedbetween the Egyptian Govern
ment and my Office.

188. In .lrance, 20,144 refugees, La., twice as many
as in 1954, registered with the French Office for the
Protection of Refugees and Stateless Persons in the
course of 1955. This number includes 467 refugees
who entered France in 1955 and 19,677 who were
already.resídíng in France, mostly refugees resettled
in France by IRO or pre-war immigrants who no
longer wish to avaíl themselves of the protection of
their country of origino The total number of refugees
registered by the French Office for the Protection
of Refugees and Stateless Persons amounted by the
end of 1955 to 374,617. The appeals board referred to
in my previous reporta continued its activity and re-
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5. Admlsslon and expulslon

DETERMlNATION OF ELIGffilLITY

178. Protocol No.1 to the Universal Copyright Con
vention, adoptad, as a result of an lnitiative taken by
UNHCR, by the Inter-governmental Copyr-íghi Con
ferenee held in Geneva in August to September 1952
under the auspíces of the TJnited Natlons Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, provides that
"Stateless persona and refugees who have their habit
ual residence in a State party to this Protocol shall,
for the purposes of the Convention, be assimilated to
the nationals of that State", The Protocol entered into
force on 16 September 1955. As of 1 April1956 the
following States had ratified or acceded to the Proto
col: Andorra, Cambodia, Costa Rica, France, the
Federal Republic of Germany, Haiti, the Holy See ,
Israel, Japan, Laos, Luxembourg, Monaco, Pakistan,
tbe Philippines, Switzerland and the United States of
America.

181. In my report to the General Assembly at its
tenth ses síon, I emphasized the importance of es
tablishing a procedure for the determination of refugee
status by a central Authority in Austria. Several
representations were made to the Austrian Govern
ment on this question. A new procedure for the detei-
mination of the status of persona who enter Austria
illegaHy in order to seek asylum was established by
an instruction issued by the Austrian Ministry of the
Interior on 17 February 1956.

182. According to this instruction the status of the
persona concerned is to be determíned by spectal
screening units of the Ministry of the Interior. On the
basis of the findings of these uníts , the security
authorities are to issue illegal entrants with a cer
tificate showing whether they are recognized as
refugees under the terms of the 1951 Convention or
as persons other than refugees who cannot be repa
triated and are to be granted asylum in Austria. The

CONVENTIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

179. The Protocola to the European Interim Agree
ments on social security schemes províde that the
provisions of the principal agreement shall, subject to
certain qualifications, apply to refugees under the
same conditions as they apply to the nationals of the
contracting parties. As of 1 April 1956, the Protocols
had been ratified by: Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway,
the Saar, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland,

180. A Protocol to the European Oonventíon on
Social Security and Medical Assistance provides that
section I of the Convention shall apply to refugees
under the same conditions as they apply to the natíonals
of the contracting parties thereto. As of 1 April this
Protocol had been ratified by Denmark, Ireland, the
Netherlands, Norway, the Saar, Sweden and the United
Kíngdom,

l
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versed in approximately 20 per eent of the cases
referred to it the decisions taken by the French
Offiee.

189. In the Federal Republic of Germany, the pro
cedure is still in force whereby reíugees who entered
Germany after 1 July 1950 and whose residence has
been authorized may have their status as refugees
examíned in writing instead of appearing before the
boards established under this Asylum Ordinance of
6 J anuary 1953. Applications from per-sona for recog
nítíon as refugees under the Asylum Ordinance con
tinue to be received. Since the coming into effect of
this procedure on 6 February 1953 until 31 December
1955, of the 7,300 applications for recognition sub
mitted to the Eligibility Board in Nuremberg, decisions
had been given in respect of 5,090 persons. During
this period. 2,009 persona were recognized as refugees
and 1,468 were rejected, while 1,613 cases were
eliminated for various reasons; because applicants
were of German ethnic origin, for instance, or because
they were already in Germany on 30 June 1950 and
were therefore already considered as refugees under
the law on homeless foreigners. Of the 1,468 persons
rejected by the Eligibility Board, 126 were recognized
on appeal. On 31 December 1955, 2,210 cases were
pending before the First Boards in Nuremberg and
Kaiserslautern and there were seventy-seven cases
before the Board of Appeal in Nuremberg.

190. During 1955, ofthe 1,949 applications for recog
nition submitted, 702 persons were recognized, 461
were rejected and 960 were eliminated. The apparent
discrepancy of 174 cases is due to the fact that the
cases dealt with by the Boards are not identical with
those submitted during the year. Up to 29 February
1956, 155 persons had filed further appeals with the
Administrative Court in Ansbach. In eleven cases the
Court had aecepted the refugees; sixty-eight appeals
were rejected; in síx cases the appeal was withdrawn.
The remaining seventy cases are pendíng,

191. In Italy, the Government agreed in April 1955
to the establishment of a spectal joint commission
composed oí representatives of the Italian Govern
ment and of my Offiee, for the special purpose of
determining the eligibility of refugees arriving in the
Trieste area, This new commí ssion is parallel to and
has .the same terms of reference as the joint com
mission already established in Rome, which I men
tioned in my report to the tenth session of the As
sembly. The new joint commission is functioning in
Udine, where a transit camp for newly arriving
refugees has been established.

192. In the course of eighty-four meetings he Id in
1955, the joint commission in Rome examined 1,174
cases. Eight hundred and three refugees were declared
eligible and 201 ineligible; 667 cases are in suspense.
During 'the same periad the commission in Udine
examined 709 cases in the course of nine meetings;
334 refugees were declared eligible and 240 ineligible;
135 cases are in suspense, Two hundred and forty
eight cases were not examíned by the commission
because the persons concerned were found to be of
Italían origino My representative in Italy is now
dtacussíng with the Italian authorities the status ofthis
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latter category in order to ularify the legal position
as regards their citizenship.

193. In the Netherlands, a new procedure for the
determination of the eligibility of refugees, in which
my Office will take part, is being established.

194. In the course of 1955 my Branch Office in the
Netherlands issued 388 certificates entitling the
holders to the benefits provided for by the Convention.

PROBLEM OF ILLEGAL ENTRANTS

195. In Germany, the problem of illegal entrants
became more acute during tbe summer and early
autumn of 1955. Upon the coming into force of the
Austrian State Treaty several hundred refugees entered
Germany illegally; from July to October 1955 approxi
mately 400 of these refugees were received at the
Federal Reception Centre at Nuremberg alone, As a
result of reassuring declarations by the Austrian
Government the flow of illegal entrants subsided and
the situation is now normal.

196. The opening of the ZirndorfCamp, near Nurem
berg, by the Administration of the United States
E scapee Programme made it possible to transfer a
number of illegal entrants from the Nuremberg Reeep
tion Centre and to place them in favourable conditions
pending their emigration or integration in Germany. At
the initiative of my Office, the Mittelfranken Govern
ment issued an ordinance under whieh refugees to
whom the right of asylum in Germany had been
refused may be granted aliens' passports and the
right to work.

197. Further efforts are being made by my Offiee
to solve the problem of illegal entrants in Germany
through emigration or integration in co-operation
wíth voluntary agencies, the USEP administration and
the German authorities.

198. In Belgium also, the number of refugees entering
the country illegally was relatively higher during 1955.
About 120 refugees, most of whom came from Austria,
entered Belgium illegally durtng the year.

ASYLUM AND EXPULSION

199. The Federal Chancellor of Austria, in his
statement to the Austrian Parliament on 26 October
1955 in connexion with the Neutrality Law, outlined
the polícíes of the Austrtan Government towards
refugees. He emphasízed that Austria would continue
to give full effect to the right of asylum for refugees.

200. As a result of the new procedure for the recog
nition of refugees, tne Ministry of the Interior has
agreed to advise my Branch Office in Vienna of all
cases in which the expulsion of a refugee to hí s
country of origin is intended, provided the person in
question has been officially recognized as coming
wíthn, the terms of the 1951 Convention or has hím
self -claímed to be so. In accordance with the new
eligibility procedure mentioned in paragraph 181
aboye, a copy of all domiciliarybansissuedin'respect
of refugees coming within the terms of the 1951
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Convention or oi persons who have claimed certain
rights conferred by the Convention, will be transmitted
to my Branch Office in Vienna. According to Austrian
law, domiciliary bans may only be issued to persons
who are not elígible to benefít from the 1951 Conven
tion, with the exception of cases where articles 32
and 33 (2) concerning expulsion may be applicable.

201. Upon a decision of the Míníatry of the Interior,
domiciliary bans issued prior to the establishment
of the new procedure for the recognition of refugee
status may be reviewed.

202. In Egypt, under the terms of article 40 of the
new Constitution of the Republic, the extradition of
political refugees is prohíbíted, Understanding has
been shown by the authorities for the special position
of those few refugees whose presence is considered
undesirable by the authorities. Theyhave beengranted
temporary residence permits which may be renewed
while efforts are being made by my representative
to find emigration opportunities for them,

203. In France, twenty-nine expulsion orders which
were issued in 1954 have been commuted by the
administrative authorities into orders for assígned
residence. In four cases out of ten, theappeals board
set up for the recognition oí refugee status expressed
the opinion that the measure should be revoked and in
a number of these cases its advice was followed by
the Ministry of the Interior.

204. In the Federal Republic of Germany, the prac
tice continues of issuing expulsion orders to refugees
who have entered the Federal Territory illegally and
to refugees who have served prison sentences, although
these expulsion orders are seldom carried out. My
Office is seeking to obtain from the German authorities
that either this practice be discontinued altogether or
that my Office be advised of such expulsion orders
so that lt may exercise its super isory functions. This
questíon ts, however, compltcated by the fact that
expulsion orders are issued by local authorities without
reference to the Federal Government.

20,5. Until recently persons to whom refugee status
was denied were allowed to remain in Germany. I
have been informed, however, that the local authorities
at Nuremberg are considering the possibility of such
persons being sent back to their country of origino
This matter is closely followed by my Branch Office
in Germany.

206. In Italy, two cases of extradition were dealt
with by my Branch Office in 1955. Evidence of the
eligibility of a refugee under the mandate of UNHCR
proved to be sufficient to prevent extradition of the
refugee from taking place.

207. During the past year a number of reports
which have reached my Office from various sources
concerning the situation of foreign refugees in Yugo
slavia and threats of forcíble repatriation, led me to
make several ínquírtes from the Yugoslav Govern
mento The. replies wbich have been given, after con
siderable delays, do not correspond in a number oí
respects with the information available to my Office.
In addítíon, several inquiries about particular refugees
have remained unanswered. The Yugoslav Govern-
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ment has informed my Office that the problem of the
émigrés from Eastern European countríes is in the
proéess of being solved and that solutions are being
found without the assistance and collaboration of my
Offíce, In these circumstances, it does not consíder
the intervention of my Office necessary, and states
that it is for the Government to appreciate whether,
and at what time, the assistance and intervention of
my Office should be requested.

C. Ri~hts of refugees in their countries
of residence

RIGHT TO WORK

208. In Austria, the decree of the Austrian Ministry
of Social Administration, to exempt foreign refugees
who entered Austria before 1 February 1952 from the
restrictions concerníng foreign labour , has been
extended in accordance with article 17 of the 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees to cover
all refugees who entered Austria before 1 J anuary
1953. Foreign refugees who entered Austria after 1
January 1953, and who are in possession of any entry
pE!rmit issued by the Austrian authorities for the
purpose of family reunion, enjoy the same exemptíon,

209. It is hoped that exemption from all restrictions
regarding wage-earníng employment, for which my
Brand! Office in Vienna is at present negotiating
with the Austrian authorities, will be granted to all
refugees recognized as eligible pursuant to the terms
of the 1951 Convention, irrespective of tbeir length
of resídence in Austria.

210. Reference was made in my report to the
General Assembly at its tenth session (A/2902,
paragraph 68) to the liberalization of the access to
employment for refugees in France. As a result of
measures taken by the Minister of Labour in this
connexion, refugees have been able to change their
employment and place of work, and consequently, the
number of unemployed refugees has considerably
decreased.

211. The Government of Italy, in ratifying the 1951
Conventíon, made certain reservations with regard to
articles 17 and 18. Negotiations have taken place
between my Office and the Italian Government with a
view to waiving the reservation concerning the issue
of work permits in respect of refugees included in
integration projects in the UNREF programme, and
the Government has agreed, in principIe, that work
permits, including all the rights attached thereto,
may be granted to such refugees. In view of the
unemployment situation in Italy certain practical
difficulties have arisen in implementing this decísíon,
I hope , nevertheless, that a satisfactory arrangement
will shortly be achieved, thus facilitating the integra
tion of refugees into the local economy in Italy.

212. The Government of Italy has stated that, sub
ject to approval by the local medical assocíatíon,
refugee doctors who obtained tbeir degree in Italy
will be permitted to practise in that country.
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LEGAL ASS!STANCE IN INDIVIDUAL CASES

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE

224. During the discussion in Parliament of the
Netherlands on the bill of ratification of the 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, the
Minister of Justice stated that the Netherlands Govern
ment was prepared to consider grantingnaturalization
to refugees free of charge or at a tariff lower than
the lega11y assessed tariff if this should prove onerous
to the refugee concerned. Refugees must comply with
the naturalization requirements in all other respects.

225. In the Federal Republic of Germany, applíca
tions for naturalization are dealt with by the Uinder
authorities and are referred to the Federal Ministry
of the Intertor for approval only. During 1953 and
1954, 923 refugees coming within the mandate of my
Offíce were naturalized.

226. In Austria, the date set k the law of 2 June
1954 providing for the acquisition by optíon of Austrian
nationality by refugees of German ethnic origin has
been extended until 30 June 1956. By 1 December
1955, a total of 22,051 refugees of German ethnic
origin had acquired Austrian nationality under this
law.

227. II). Luxembourg a draft law on naturalization is
at present under consideration. My representative in
that eountry has requested the authorities to include
a provision facilitating the acquisition of Luxembourg
nationality by refugees through option or naturaliza
tíon,

228. The number of refugees applying to my Branch
Office in Austria for legal assistance remains con-

220. As from 1 January 1956 Netherlands nationals
residing in the Netherlands will receive a retirement
pension from the age of sixty-five years. I am happy to
be able to report that the Government has decided
that refugees shall receive the same benefits as
nationals although normally aliens are eligible for
this pension only after fifteen years' residence in the
country.

221. In Belgium, the special office established within
the M.inistry of Foreign Affairs pursuant to article
25 of the 1951 Conventíon has issued more than 500
documents of various kinds needed by refugees for
administrative purposes.

NATURALIZATION

222. In the course of 1955, 5,021 refugees obtained
French nationality through naturalization in France.

223. There is in Italy a large number oí refugees of
Italian ethnic ortgm whose citizenship status needs
clarification. My Office ís attempting to obtain that
the establishment of a procedure for the granting of
Italian cítizenship to such persons be expedited in
order to eliminate the existence of a group of persons
of Italian ethnic origin who, for technical reasons, do
not have the same status as Italian natíonals.

19

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

SOCIAL SECURITY

215. In Austria, a decree has been issued by the
Ministry of Social Administration which will enable
refugees arriving during the winter, when it is difficult
too find employment, to receive public welfare under a
simplified procedure which will obviate any delay.

216. In accordance with article 23 of the 1951 Con
vention, refugees ín France are now also benefiting
from State assistance afforded to the aged and the síck.

EDUCATION

213. In Belgium, the law of 13 May 1955 concerning
the equívalence of university degrees, referred to in
my report to the General Assembly at its tenth
session, has since entered into force. The lawprovides
that refugees at present studying medicine, pharmacy
or dentistry at one of the universities in Belgíum,
as well as refugees who have already cbtained a degree
in one of those subjects at a Belgian university, shall
receive a diploma having legal validity, which will
enable them to practise their profession in Belgium
in the same way as a Belgian national. About fifty
refugees have applied to take the test imposed by the
new law.

214. The special fund, establtshed durtng the liquida
tion of the International Refugee Organization and
placed at the disposal of the Belgian Government to
assist refugee students to continue their university
studies, was exhausted during the academic year 1953
1954 and has since been supplemented by the Belgian
Treasury. For the academic year 1954-1955, asumof
1,800,000 Belgian francs was granted and for the
academic year 1955-1956 an amount of 880,000 Bel
-gían francs, the numbers of such refugee students
tending to diminish each year.

217. In France, only refugee students who came
within the scope of pre-war international conventions
have up to now been entitled to the social security
benefits provided for French students under French
law. In accordance with article 24 of the 1951 Con
vention, the French Minister of Labour and Social
Security has now decided to extend these beneñts to
a11 students who are refugees within the terms of the
Convention.

218. In Belgium, the Minister of Labour and Social
Assistance has issued instructions to the effect that
family allowances granted to Belgian nationals under
the Belgian Social Security system are, in accordance
with article 24 of the 1951 Convention, to be granted
to refugees covered by the Convention.

219. Pursuant to a decree of 25 March 1955, unem
ployed refugees in Luxembourg who have been issued
by the Government with the travel document provided
for in the 1951 Convention are entitled to the sama
unemployment benefits as nationals oí Luxembourg.
As these benefits are paid exclusively from public
funds the Government of Luxembourg has thus under
taken obligations which exceed those contracted under
the 1951 Convention.
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(~That Member States of the Council of Europe
parties to the 1951 Convention should issue travel
documents conforming to the speoímen travel docu
ment prepared by UNHCR;
~) That Member States which are neither partíes to

the Convention of 1951 nor to the London Agreement
of 1946· should accede to one of these agreements:
(~ That Member States should forthwith take steps

to extend the Benelux working arrangements and
thereby abolish their visa requirements in respect
of holders of these travel documents; and

(Q) That, in so far as visas are still required, their
issuance should be facilitated and speeded up and no
fee, 01' only a low fee, be charged.

235. A certain number of Governments have in
consequence taken measures for the facilitation of
refugee travel. The Government of France has, as
from 1 JanualY 1956, exempted refugees wíthín the
meaníng of the 1951 Convention from the requirement
of exít and return visas while hitherto this exemptíon
was only applied to statutory refugees, The French
Government has also approached the Governments of
the Benelux Uníon and of Switzerland wíth a view to
the extensíon of the agreement relatíng to the abolítíon
of visas to refugees in France.

236. The Government of the Federal Republic oí
Germany has also proposed to the Governments ofthe
Benelux Union to waíve the visa requirement for
refugees for travel between Germany and the countries
members of the Union. Pending the abolition of visas
the Government has decided to issue entry visas free
of charge to refugees holding London or Convention
travel documents.

237. In Belgium, the travel document provided for
under the 1951 Convention, which previously could be
Issued for a period of validity of two years onlv, may
now by successive extensions remain valid for four
years.

238. In Austria, the delivery of travel documents
provided for by the 1951 Convention has been ac
celerated. In January 1956 alone , nearly 400 such
documenta were Issued, Possession of a Convention
travel document ís ímportant in Austria not only for
travel purposes , but also as a proof ofrefugee status.
On the basis of an applícation for a travel document,
refugees who were hitherto not recognized as such can
have their refugee status examíned, My Branch Office
in Austria advises a11 refugees elígíble under the
1951 Convention to apply for the Convention travel
document, the cost of which may, in the case of des
titute refugees, be borne by the Austrian authorftíes,

239. With the increasing integration of refugees,
the reasons restricting refugee travel are losing
much of their force, sínce refugees normally possess
long-terrn residence permits in their countries of
residence. It is my hope that, as aresult of the efforts
of my Office and the action taken by the Council of
Europe, the possíbtlttíes of travelling for refugees
will be further facilitated and that the requirement of
visas, which has been largely abolíshed for nationals
in Europe, wiU also be gradually abolished for the
purpose of temporary travel of refugees.

20

O. Trovel documents

233. In addítíon to the States mentioned in my report
to the tenth session ofthe General Assembly, a general
undertaking to recognize travel documenta issued in
accordance with the 1S51 Conventíon hasbeengivenby
the Dominican Republic, Gnatemala, the Holy See,
Lebanon, Nicaragua, Pakistan and Venezuela.

234. In my last report, I poínted out that the sítuatíon
with regard to the issue and recognítíon of travel
documents for refugees was satisfactory, but that
refugees still found considerable difficulty in obtaining
visa.s. I was also able to report that the Benelux
countries had decided to waive the visa requirements
for refugees holding travel documents issued under
the London Agreement of 1946 01' the 1951 Convention
by one of the Governmcnts members of the Unión for
the purpose of temporary travel to other countries
members of the Uníon, Bilateral agreements between
the countries of the Benelux Union to thís effect have
since entered into force. With this precedent in mina,
I approached the Council of Europe wíth a view to the
adoption of measures for the facilitation oí travel and
the abolítíon of visas for refugees. The Consultatíve
Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted a resolu
tion on 25 October 1955 to the effect:

r''i•• ' -.-..-,-"",".z= ,';;'-,7'2:_;.',~,.,.2'c:~':
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1: siderable. Now that certain of the voluntary agencies

operating in Austria are reducing theír operations it
is becoming increasingly difficult to satisfy the re
quests of all refugees for advice and information. A
central organization (similar to the Advisory Councils
for Volksdeutsche) representing foreign refugees has
recently been established in Austria and ít is hoped
that the interests of foreign refugees will be more
effectively represented.

229. In Germany, also, experience has proved that
the assistance rendered by the voluntary agencies is
not sufficient and ít is important to find ways and
means of gívíng individual refugees increased legal
assístance. Meetings for thís purpose between my
representatives and the legal advisers of voluntary
agencies continue to take place.

230. In Belgíum, large numbers ofrefugees continue
to apply for legal asststance, The Centre d'initiation
pour réfugiés et étrangers, an ínstítutíon created in
1953 by a group of Belgían organizations interested
in refugee problems, has intensified its actívitíes on
behalf of refugees and is becoming increasingly
valuable in thís respecto

231. Arrangements for the granting of legal assía
tance to refugees in Greece were improved during
the period under review. The two voluntary agencies
whích províde legal assístance to refugees in Greece,
the Refugee Service Committee and the Greek Red
Cross, have further co-ordinated their work in order
to avoíd duplication.

232. In Italy, the work of the Assistenza Guíndícale
aglí Stranieri has been of great value in assisting
refugees in court cases.
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E. Unaccompanled chlldren

240. In my report to the General Assembly at its
ninth sessíon, I mentioned that responsibility for dis
placed unaccompaníed children had been transferred
to the German authorities. Duríng 1955, my Office
was represented at several meetings of the Special
Committee set up by the Government of the Federal
German Republic to make recommendations to the
competent guardíanshíp courts and youth offíces whích
nave to take decisions concerning unaccompanied
children. Up to 31 Decemb-r 1955, the Special Com
mittee had been consulted in eighty-nine cases.

F. Speclal problems 01 legal protection

INDEMNIFICATION Oí VICTIMS OF NAZI
PERSECUTION

241. In Germany, the new draft of the revisron oí
the German Fedei al Supplementary Law for Indemnífí
cation of Nazi Víctima of 18 September 1953 was
approved by the Federal Cabinet and submitted to the

'Federal Council and Parliament at the end of 1955.
While this draft law, which constitutes an over-a11
revision of the law of 18 September 1953, contaíns
certain improvements, the rates of compensation pro
vided for refugees, in particular those persecuted for
reasons of nationality, are stí11 inadequate compared
with those provided for other victims. My Office
continues íts efforts to obtain an improvement in the
provisions and the elimination of those which put
refugees at a disadvantage.

242. A law was promulgated in Austria by the
Austrian Houses of Parliament on 16 February 1956,
under the terms of which a total amount of 550 million
schílltngs will be made available for the purpose of
granting assistance to former Austrian cítízens who
have been persecuted for political reasons between
1933 and 1945 and who are now residing outsíde
Austria.

243. In Belgium, numbers of victims of persecution
continue to apply to my Branch Office for documents
establishing their status as políttcal refugees so that
they may benefit under the German law on indemnifi
cation.

REFUGEE SEAMEN

244. The precarious position in which many refugee
seamen find themselves and the need for a general
solution to their problem was índícated in my report
to the General Assembly at its tenth sesston.

245. For the purpose of seeking a solution to this
problem, the Government of the Netherlands convened
a meeting of European maritime States to agree on
measures for the regularization of the legal position
of refugee seamen and the issuance of documents to
them, At thís conference, whích was held in The Hague
from 26 to 28 September 1955, the fo11owing Govern
ments were represented: Belgium, Denmark, France,
Federa.). Republic of Germany, the Netherlands, Nor
way, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
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and Northern Ireland, The International Labour Office
and my Office participated as observers.

246. The Conference adopted a tentatíve arrange
ment to be sub.nítted to the participating Govern
ments for their observations and decided to hold <l.
second Coníereuce to consider these observations and
the final form of the arrangement.

247. The results of the Conference were brought to
the notice of the Joint Maritime Commission of ILO.
At the suggestíon of that Commission the Governing
Body of lLO endorsed a resolution in which the
Director-General was authortzed to co-operate with
my Oifice and other organizations in any efforts to
improve the sttuatíon of refugee seamen, and the hope
was expressed that as many Governments as possible
would accede to an agreement regularizing the position
of refugee seamen.

248. The second Conference, which was he Id in
April 1956, decided that the instrument should take
the form of a binding administrative agreement re
lating to the status of refugee seamen , and adopted
the fo11owing prtncíples for the agreement:

Ú!:) A refugee seaman who at present is not recognized
by any State as being entitled to admission for the
purpose of residence therein, shall be regarded as
lawfu11y staying:

(i) In the Contracting State in which he last had
lawful residence;

(ii) In the absence of such residence in the Con
tracting State which last issued him with a travel
document valíd for return;

(iii) In the absence of (i) and (ii) in the Contracting
State in whose shíps he has served for 600 days during
a period of three years since 31 December 1945,
provided these ships call at least twice ayear at
ports in the territory of that State,

(b) In the future a refugee seaman is to be regarded
as lawfu11y staying in a Contracting State on whose
ships he at first served for 600 days within a period
of three years provided these ships call at least
twice ayear at ports in the territory of that State and,
if he does not fulfil this condition, in the Contracting
State where he had his lawful residence, provided
that he has not since had his lawful residence in
another State.

249. The Conference also requested the Govern
ments concerned to apply these principIes in their
administrative practice until such time as the agree
ment was forrnally concluded,

250. It is estimated that these arrangements make
ít possible to regularize the position of some four
thousand refugee seamen.

INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE

251. The tracing of persons who disappeared during
the Second World War was initiated by the Allied
AutÍtorities in Germany upon the cessation of hostilities
in 1945. The supervision of the International Tracing
Bureau was entrusted to the United Nations Reliefand
Rehabilitation Agency (UNRRA).
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252. The International TracingBureau, subsequently
known as the Internatíonai Tracing Service, has been
and still is of considerable value to organizations
concerned with the refugee problem. Through the
compilation of a detailed index of missing persons
it has enabled displaced persons, and in particular
unaccompanied children, to be reunited with thcír
families and to inform many persons of the fate of
their relatives. it keeps among its archives records
of nazi concentration campa, lists of deported Jewish
people and is often in a position to provide refugees
with such legal documents as they requíre to regulate
their civil status or claim compensatíon for the per
secution they underwent during the war, It also issues
incarceration certíñcates, Since the closure of the
Interriatíonal Refugee Organization, the International
Tracing Service keeps on loan individual case files
of refugees, which are the property of my Office, as
well as nominal rolls of refugees resettted by the
Inter-governmental Committee for European Mtgra
tíon,

253. Upon the assumption of the functions ofUNRRA
by IRO, the International Tracing Service was placed
under the control of the latter organization inJanuary
1948. Upon the closure of IRO operatí ons :1i Germany
at the end of 1951, responsibility for tracíng activities
was transferred to the Allied High Commission.
Finally, in May 1955, when the occupation statute was
relinquished, responsibility for the International
Tracing Service was handed by tlfe Allied High Com
mission to the Government of the Federal Republic
of Germany. However, "n view of the interest of a

A. Relatlons wlth speclalized agencies of the
Unlted Natlons

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION

256. Close co-operation between my Office and the
International Labour Office has been maintained on all
matters of mutual concern, Vocational training pro
jects within the UNREF revised r~an of operations
(1956) were submitted to the ILO for information. The
comments received from ILO are being taken into
account in the implementation of these projects.

257. A working paper on the activities of my Office
in the field of resettlement was submítted to the
eighth session of the Technical Working Group on
Migration, which was attended by a representatíve
from my Office.

258. My Office was also represented at the eighteenth
session of the Joint Maritime Commission of ILO,
held in Paris from 24 to 29 October 1955, which
considered once more the problem of refugee seamen.
A resolution was adopted authorízing the Director
General of ILO to co-operate with my Office and the

22

certain number of Governments in the activities of
the International Tracing Service, the Government of
the Federal Republic of Germany, in agreement wíth
the Allied High Commissioners, the Internatíonal
Committee of the Red Cross and the Governments
concomed, entrusted the administration ofthe Service
to the International Committee oftheRedCross, under
the supervision of an mternational commission con
sisting of representatíves of the Governments of
Belgium, France, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the United States of America.

254. Under this agreement certain rights have been
granted to my Office which will extend to any possíble
successor agency. My Office retains free access to
archives and documents of the International Tracing
Service and ít has the right to be represented by a
permanent observar on the international supervísory
commission and to maintain a liaison officer with the
Service. Furthermore, my Office retains the property
rtght of the files which are on loan to the International
Tracing Service, and the arrangement is being maín
tained whereby up to 25 per cent of the staff of the
Service shall be refugees.

?-55. As a result of this close co-operation with the
International Tracing Service, my Offíce is in a posi
tion to assist the authorities and the refugees them
selves whenever evidence obtainable from the archíver
of the Service is relevant, as for instance for the
settlement of claims for compensation and the recogní
tion of refugee status.

heads of other organizations concerned in studying
ways and means of ímprovíng conditions for refugee
seamen. The question of refugee seamen ís described
in more detail in chapter III of the present reporto

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

259. My Office has maíntaíned liaison wíth the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza
tion and has contínued to exchange information and
documentation on assistance to refugee scholars and
students.

WORLD REALTH ORGANIZATION

260. I referred in my report to the tenth sessíon of
the Assembly to the survey of the mental health oí
refugees in camps in Austria which had, been arranged
by the World Health Organization and which was
then nearing completíon, The survey team, which
consisted of a psychiatrist, a psychologist, a socio
logist and two social workers, undertook a wide survey
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in which they concentrated on interviewing refugees
and persone who had to deal with refugees in many
kinds of relationships.

261. The report of the survey team empbasizes the
detrimental effects of camp life on the mental health
of refugees, particularly ofyoungpeople. The evidence
of progressive deterioration over a number of years
suggests that community life will continue to de
teriorate and that more severe forms of mental
illneas will occur among refugees. The report en
vísages a project to be undertaken by WHO designed
to improve the mental health of refugees and so
facilitate their integration into the community after
leaving campa,

B. Relatlons wlth lnter-governmental
organlzatlons and wlth the Unlted Stat~s

Escapee Programme

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

262. During the period under review, the co-ordina
tion of activities of mutual interest to the Council of
Europe and my Office has been further developed.

263. As in previous years, a report on the activities
of my Office was presentad to the Council of Europe
for consideration by the Consu1tative Assembly and
its Committee on Population and Refugees. Upon a
recommendation adopted by this Commíttee , the Con
sultatíve Assembly, in its resolution No.82 (1955),
expressed its appreciation of the programme thatwas
being carried out to provide permanent solutíons for
refugees within the mandate of my Office; it further
expressed the hope that adequate funds be made
available from governmental and non-governmental
sources to enable my Office to carzy out the UNREF
programme, and that the co-ordínatíc» of activities
on behalf of refugees in Europe be further developed
between the Special Representatives 01 the Council
of Europe and my Office.

264. 1 indicated in my report to.tne tenth session of
the General Assembly that the Committee ofMinisters
had decíded to set up a committee composed of senior
officials of Member Governments of the Ccuncil of
Europe to be available for consultation by the Special
Representatíve of the Council of Europe for National
Refugees and Ovex-populatíon, 1 have been informed
that this Committee has now helditsfirstmeeting.

265. Furthermore, the Committee of Ministers, in
its resolution 55-34 (of 30 December 1955) decíded
that the resettlement fund for natíonal refugees and
surplus population proposed by the Special Represen
tatíve should be established on the basls of a partial
agreement concluded by those members of the Councíl
of" Europe who are prepared to take part in the fundo

266. Co-operation with the Council of Europe in
respect of inter-governmental instruments affecting
the status of refugees has been continued tothe satis
faction of my Office. Upon the suggestíons made by

23

my Office, the Committee on Legal and Admínístratíve
Questions considerad ways and means whereby travel
by refugees between countries members ofthe Council
of Europe could be facilitated.

267. Upon the proposal of the Committee, the Con
sultative Assembly recommended to the Committee
of Ministers that Member Governments should adhere
to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees
or to the 1946 London Agreement on the travel
documents for refugees and that Member States of
the Council of Europe should either abolish visa
requirements in respect of refugees 01' speed up the
procedure for the issue of such visas.

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR
EUROPEAN MIGRATION

268. My Office and the Inter-governmental Com
mittee for European Migration have continued the
[oínt operation for refugees in China described in
chapte:r 1 of the present report, and have worked in
close collaboration on other questions relating to the
resettlement of refugees within the mandate of my
Office.

26·9. Specific mention may be made of the special
resettlement schemes negotiated by my Office with
the Governments of the Nether'Iands , Sweden and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
under which movement of selected candidates is
undertaken by ICEM. In addition, ICEM has organized
the movement of individual refugees in the Middle
East, financed from the IRO Trust Fund. The total
number of refugees presumed to be within the mandate
of my Office transported with the assistance of ICEM
in 1955 was 19,919. There are prospects of a small
increase in the number of refugees who may be re
settled in 1956, as a result of the increased rate at
waích visas are being issued under the United States
Refugee Relief Act, 1953, and of the furtherexpansion
of intra-European resettlement schemes.

270. In previous reports, 1 have stressed the impor
tance of close consultation not only in the implementa
tion but also in the formulation of plans affecting
refugees within the mandate of my Office if the best
use is to be made of the resources provided by
Governments to ICEM and to my Office. The growing
complexity of the UNREF programme makes the co
ordination of the policies of the two organizations all
the more destrable, in view of the effect which they
may have on the responsibilities which have been
assumed by the countries of residence under General
Assembly resolution 832 (IX}.

ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC
CO-OPERATION

271. Co-operation between the Organization for
European Economic Co-operation and my Office has
been particularly fruitful in connexion with the action
promoted by OEEC to líberalize the movement of
man-power between its Member States. AA stated in
my reporta to the ninth and tenth sessíons, a províston
extending this action to refugees under certain eondí
tions was already embodied iD a dectsíon taken by

'1
I

·1



r
t

Ji

280. Experience has shown the need for a realistic
appraisal from the outset of the volume of help likely
to be provided for a camp by an adopting group, In
order to make the efforts of adopting groups with
understandably modest resources most effective,
partícular emphasis during the period under review
has been laid on strengthening existing adoption
arrangements - by grouping together two or more
sma11 adopting communities where necessary-rathe;r
than on promoting the adoption of more camps by'
sma11 groups whose possibilities for providing assís
tance would, in spite of their great goodwill, inevitably
be very Iímíted,

281. Adopting communities have in many cases re
sponded resourcefully to the need for more construc
tive help than the periodic despatch of parcels of food
and clothing. Apart from the provision of tools,
machines and materials for workshops and camp
community centres, money has been orisbeingraised
by a few adopting groups to help pay the salaries of
trained social workers for certain camps, for ínstruc
tors in the workshops and to enable índívídual refugees
to finish their training and obtain the necessary
diplomas.

282. Tbrough the camp adoption scheme a number of
refugee children suffering from tuberculosis have been
placed in sanatoria and their healthier companions
sent for holidaya to Denmark, the Netherlands and
Sweden, as we11 as to homes in the United Kingdom.

283. Mention should also be made of the initiative
taken by an organization established in the United

278. The camp adoption scheme, under which local
initiatives are encouraged on behalf of refugees in
specifíc campa, has continued in effective operation
and, as contemplated in my report to the tenth session
of the General Assembly, has now been extended to
Denmark. The scheme has taken root quite strongly
in that country, particularly among certaín women's
organizations, and several refugee camps on the Greek
islands have been adopted by these Daní sh groups.
Difficulties similar to those at first encountered by
adopting groups in the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland are now beingexperiencedbythe
Danish communities, particularly in connexion with
the high transport costs and the payment of customs
duty on their constgnments for the various campa,
However, with thr generous assistance of the Save
the Children Fund, of the Red Cross, and of the
authorities in the countries concerned, ways are heing
found to overcome these set-backs,

279. A total of fifty-three camps have been adopted
to date, including sixteen in Austria, thirty-one in
Germanyand six in Greece. The staff ofthe European
Office of the United Nations has adopted one Greek
camp, to which they devote the proceeds of various
co11ections.

jects which can promote the integration of that part of
íts caseload for which there are no reasonable expec
tations of overseas resettlement.

C. Camp adoptlon scheme
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OEEC on the matter. Upon the proposal ofthe Govern
ment of France, the Man-Power Committee of the
OEEC at its thirtieth session, recommended to the
Member Governments of the Organization that the
period of validity of the return clause contained in
travel documents tssued to refugees in accordance
wíth the 1951 Convention .Relating to the Status of
Refugees be extended to a period of three years
wherever thís was not already the case. My Office has
requested the Governments members of the OEEC to
give favourable consideration to thí s particular recom
mendation.

UNITED STATES ESCAPEE PROGRAMME

272. The United States Escapee Programme has
continued to do most valuable work on behalf of
refugees, particularly in tb.e promotion and financing
of the overseas resettlement of a considerable number
who are eligible for íts assistance, and in this respect
Is making an important contribution towards the
reductíon of the number of refugees within the man
date of my Office who require assistance in finding
permanent solutions for their problems.

273. There has been a continuous exchange of ínfor-
mation between the USEP administration and my Office
relating to the refugees who are the concern of both
organizations. The regular planning meetings between
USEP, the Migration Committee and my Office, which
were referred to in my last report, have been continued
during the year.

274. The over-alí agreement concerníng the payment
of grants for difficult cases to whicli reference was
also made has had to be revised in the light of the
indications which have been reeeíved from the United
States Government concerning the desirability of the
same refugees not receívíng financial assistance from
the two organizations.

275. While it is clear that most of the refugees who
are eligible to receive financial assistance from USEP
are still within the mandate of my Office and are
therefore entítled to receive the benefits of its inter
national protection and its other promotional activities,
nevertheless, these refugees cannot benefit. from
projects which are financed Irom UNREF funds without
there being a duplication of the two programmes. This
does not mean that refugees who are eligible for USEP
assistance cannot be included in projects which are
negotiated with the Governments -of the countries of
residence, but where they are included in such pro
jects the costs of their inclusion are borne by the
USEP administration.

276. There have in fact been several projects for
the settlement of difficult cases negotiated by my
Office in which USEP cases have been included, and
it ís to be hoped that USEP eligibles can be included
in greater numbers in other UNREF projects both for
permanent solutíons and difficult cases on the same
basía,

277. There is little doubt that a final solution to the
problem of the refugees stillliving in camps will be
accelerated if the USEP administration will agree to
participate on a greater scale in the financing of pro-
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291. On the occasion of the award ofthe Nobel Peace
Prize to my Office in November 1955 a total of
thirty-five television and radio broadcasts in seven
different languages and five newsr'eel reports were
made, and a very considerable number of articles
appeared in the Press on the work of the Office and
íts programme.

fund-r-aisíng campaígr-s, and to prepare anddistribute
the material which would eventually be needed by the
organizers of sueh campaigns.

289. Publíc campaigns to support UNREF at the end
of 1955 were announced in the United Kingdom and in
New Zealand, and increased interest on the part of
the Press and the public has been shown in Belgíum,
Canada, France, the Scandinavian countries and the
United States.

290. Of special interest was the initiative taken by
a r.adio organization in the Netherlands in inviting,
at íts own expense, a number of radio reporters
belonging to American, Br-ítísu, French and German
radio networks to vísít refugee camps in Europe.
These reporters made a series of six fifteen-minute
programmes in English, French, Spanish, German and
Dutch, These broadcasts were subsequentIy relayed in
the Federal Republic of Germany, France, the United
Kíngdom and in seventeen different Latin American
countries.

Kingdom to enlist the aid of industry in helping
refugees by donations of money or goods, During the
past year it has been successful in collecting a variety
of tools and other equipment to the value of approxí
mately $30,000, and it í.snow concentrating on obtaining
building and furnishing materials for homes for aged
refugees in Greece.

284. Considerable effort has been made to interest
the adoptíng communities in the programme for per
manent solutíons. Communities have been encouraged
to raise funds for specific projects whereby an indi
vidual refugee or a family would be enabled to establish
themselves outside the camp and to take up life again
as ordinary citizens. These projects are on a modest
scale, costing approximately $150 each, and are drawn
up by my Branch Offices in consultation with trained
social workers in the camps concerned. In addition,
several communities in the United Kingdom have ari
nounced their plans for establisbing small loan funds
to help towards the rehabilitation of individual refugees
and refugee families.

285. I am hopeful that the generous and resourceful
J assistance given to many of the neediest camps and to

individual refugee families by the adopting com
munities will continue to make a valuable contribution
to the success of the UNREF programme and that
the camp adoption scheme will arouse interest in other
countrtes,
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D. Publlc information

286. Since the inception of my Office, the task of
focusing the attention of the general public on the
refugee problem has been successfully undertaken by
the United Nations Department of Public Information
in co-operation with my staff. During this period a
wide distribution has been given to UNHCR press
releases, feature articles and background information
letters. In addition, several series oftalks, interviews
and dramatized features have been broadcast in many
countries, including Australia, Belgium, Canada,
France, New Zealand, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United States
of America.

287. As the implementation of the UNREF pro
gra..mme required a more active participation of the
publíc in the form of voluntary donations, eíther
through their Governments or directIy as private
gifts, it became necessary to extend the public íníor
mation programme beyond the normal activities ofthe
United Nations Department of Public Inforrnatíon, The
UNREF Executive Committee therefore authorized me
to engage in public information work in support of
fund-raising, and allocated for thís purpose an amount
of $13,000 witbin the UNREF plan of administrative
expenditure for 1955.

288. The maín objectives of my public information
programme for 1955'have been to encourage prívate
action by groups and communities on behalf of refugees,
under such schemes as camp adoption and individual
sponsorship; to create conditions favourable to national

E. Award of the Nansen medal

292. The Nansen Medal Award Committee, the
establishment of which was mentíoned in my report
to the tenth sessíon of the Assembly, met for the first
time in Geneva on 17 March 1955 to designate a can
didate to be awarded the medal for work on behalf of
refugees during 1954 and another candidate for 1955.
The Committee decided that the medal for 1954 should
be awarded to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt as a tribute
to the great services she had rendered to the cause of
refugees, and also to honour the decisive initiatives
taken by the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The
award for 1955 was made to Her Majesty Queen Juliana
?f. t.he .. Netherlands, in recognition of the stimulating
ínítíatíves taken by Her Majesty since the Second
World War to further the solution of the problema of
refugees.

293. On 15 September 1955, at a ceremony he Id in
the Council Chamber of the Palais des Natíons, the
Nansen Msdal Award Committee presentedtheNansen
Medal for 1954 to Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and the
Nansen Medal for 1955 to Her Majesty Queen Juliana
of the Netherlands, who was represented by Baron
Bentinck, Ambassador of the Netherlands to the Swiss
Government.

F. Award to the Office of the High Commlssioner
of the Nobel Prize for Peace for 1954

294. The Nobel Peace Prize AwardCommitteeofthe
Norwegian Storting decíded, on 3 November 1955, to
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award the Nobel Peace Prize for the year 1954 to my
Office. The prize for peace had on two previous
occasions been awarded forworkonbehalfofrefugees,
in 1922 to Fridtjof Nansen and in 1938 to the Nansen
Office for Refugees. In consultation with my represen
tatives assembled in Geneva for their yearly meeting
and with the other members of m)' staff, it was de
cíded to allocate the sum received, approximately
$35,000, to a special project designed to close the

26

refugee camp on the Greek island of Tinos and to
provide permanent solutions for its inmates. The
Swiss Aid to Europe and the Norwegian Refugee
Council, which have both performed the mostvaluable
work on behalf of refugees within the mandate of my
Office during the past years, have been invited to
participate in the implementation of the special pro
[ect, for which the Greek Government has al so prom
ised its full co-operatíon.
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(Second session - Geneva, 23 to 27 January 1956)

Il 12Transmitted to the General AssembIy in accordance with paragraph 6 of Economic and Social
CouncU resll1ution 565 (IX) of 31 March 1955.
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REPORT OF THE UNREF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(Second session - Geneva, 23 to 27 January 1956)

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

INTRODUCTION

.OPENING OF THE SESSION

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

informed by the representative of the Holy See that
the deeision to ratify the Convention relatíng to the
Status ofRefugees had been taken and the instrument
of ratifieation would be deposited wíthín approximately
one month, with sueh reservations as were inherent
in the speeial nature of the Vatiean City State, The
representative of Brazil expressed his eountry's and
his own satisfaetion with the proposed visit of the
High Commissioner to Latin Ameriea and congratu
lated the Nobel Committee on íts decision to award
the Prize for Peaee to the High Commissioner and
his staff. In response to an appeal by the High Com
missioner, bis country, wbieh had admitted over
36,000 refugee immigrants to date, envisaged a con
tribution to the United Nations Refugee Fund of
$15,000, which had to be regarded as a token contri
bution in view of the difficult curreney exchange
situation in his country,

6. In thanking the previous speakers the High Com
missioner pointed out Brazil's achievement in taking
over 50 per cent of the total refugees of European
origin from China evacuated through Hong Kong by
his Office, and expressed the hope that the Committee
would see its way to proceer.ling without difficulty to
the adoption of the revised plan of operations (1956).

7. The Committee adopted the revised provisional
agenda as set out below, but with the understanding
that item 5 would not be taken until those members
of the Executive Committee who are not members of
the Standing Programme Sub-Committee had had an
opportunity to take eognizance of the report on the
second session of the Sub-Commíttee:

1. Election of officers;
2. Adoption of agenda;
3. UNREF progress report for 1955 (A/AC.79/23);
4. Report on the first sessíon of the Standing Pro

gramme Sub-Committee (A/AC. 79/18-A/AC. 79/
PSC/2);

5. Report on the second session of the Standing Pro
gramme Sub-Commíttee (A/AC. 79/25-A/AC.79/
PSC/3);

6. UNREF revisedplan of operations (1956) (A/AC. 79/
21 and addenda);

7. Eligibility for UNREF projects of refugees who
have obtained Austrian nationality under the Law
of 1954 (A/AC.79/22 and Add.1, A/AC.79/L.7);

8. Terms of referenee of the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee (A/AC.79/20);

9. Plan of administrative expenditure for 1956;
10. Financial rules for voluntary funds of the High

Commissioner for Refugees;
11. Repayment of loans granted under UNREF pro

jects;
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Mr. C.L. Patijn (Netherlands)
Jame May Curwen (United King
dom of Great Britain andNorthern
Ireland)
Dr. L. Gonzales Barros (Colombia)Rapporteur:

1. The UNREF Executive Committee held its second
session from 23 to 27 January 1956 at the Palais des
Nations, Geneva. -----

2. The Governments ofthe followingStates, members
of the Executive Committee, were represented:

Australia Iran
Austria Israel
Belgium Italy
Erazil Netherlands
Colombia Norway
Denmark Switzerland
Federal Republic of Turkey

Germany United Kingdom of Great
France Britain and Northern
Greece Ireland
Holy See United States of America

The Government of Venezuela was not represented.
At their request, the Governments of Sweden and
Canada were invited by the Committee to be repre
sented as observers, as was the Sovereign Order of
Malta, The following specialized agencies ofthe "U níted
Nations and other inter-governmental organizations
were represented by observers: the International
Labour Organisation, the Council of Europe, the
Organization for European Economic Co-operation and
the Inter-governmental Committee for European Mi
gration,

GENERALSTATEMENTS

3. In the absence of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman
and Rappurteur of the first session oí the Executive
Commíttee , the session was opened by the High
Commissioner. Words of welcome were spoken by
Mr. A. Pelt, Director of the European Office of the
United Nations, who wished the Executive Committee
success in its task,

4. The Committee then eleeted its officers as
fol1ows:

Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:

5. The Chairman conveved the Committee's con
gratulations to the High Commissioner and his staff
on having been honoured wíth the Nobel Prize for
Peaee for 1954. The Committee was subsequently

II



12. Statement of accounts of UNREF for 1955 (in
cludíng operational and administrative expenditure)
(A/AC. 79/24);

13. Any other business.

The representative of one Government not a mem
ber of tbe Standing Programme Sub-Committee pointed
out that Governments non-members of the Sub-Com
mittee should be given enough time to enable them to
consider the reports of the Sub-Committee and give
instructions to their representatives.

UNREF PROGRESS REPORT FOR·1955 (item 3)

8. The Committee had before it the UNREF pro
gress report for 1955 (A/AC.79/23). The question
was raised by some of tbe delegations as to whether
the report should not contain more detailed statistics
concerning the refugee camp population and its de
crease as a result of the ímplementatíon of the pro
gramme. The representative of the United States oí
America stressed, in tbis connexion, that not only
general statistics were needed cbncerning the refugees
inside and outside tbe camps but classification by age,
professional qualifications and the like, of the refugee
camp populatíon, or in other words of "a claarly
defined group for which programmes were being de
veloped and on which progress was reported", This,
in his opinion, could be obtained through registering
the refugees concerned, with the co-operation of local
government officials and voluntary agencies working
in the camps.

9. In the course of the ensuing discussion the repre
sentative of Turkey expressed the wish to have at his
disposal the information envisaged by the Executíve
Committee in paragraph 42 @ ofthe report on the first
session,13 designed to show the extent to which tbe
programme had contributed to the reduction of the
number of refugees in campa, In thís connexion, the
attention of the Committee was drawn to the statístícal
data contained in the annex to the revised plan of
operations (1956) (AlAC. 79/21) and to the detailed
monthly statistics published by the Governments of
the Federal Republic of Germany and of Austria. It
was, however, pointed out that there was at the preaent
time no standardized method of publishing statistics
on refugees within the mandate of the Office in the
main countries of residence.

10. The High Commissioner pointed out that his
Office was non-operational and that, moreover ,itwas
not in a position to co11ect directly a11 the statistical
data on refugees unless hís administrative budget could
be increased. As regards a registration of ths total
caseload, he expressed doubts as to the value of the
resulta, It should be remembered that the voluntary
agencies carried out their activities maínly on a con
fessional basis and did not cover the camps systema
tica11y. Furtbermore, in view of the fluctuating nature
of the group concerned and the constantly changing
character of emigration schemes, statistical data
which would result from sueh a registratian would be
only of limited value as a basis for actíon, The High

Tenth Sesslo
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Commissioner wished to inform the Committee that,
as soon as the programme had been initiated (in June
1955); detalled statistical questiennaires had been sent
to the Governments of countries with a refugee camp
populatíon. He considered that the problem of obtaining
detaíled statistics on the refugees in campa was
relatively easy in Greece and Italy as compared with
Austria and Germany, owing to the large number of
camps in the latter countries. The programme had
not yet been long enough under way for a11 the desired
statí stical data to be obtained but the High Commis
sioner hoped that at the next sessíon of the Executive
Committee, wíth the co-operation of the Governments
oí the countries of residence, it would be possible to
present fuller statistical data.

11. Members of the Committee realized the dif
ficulty inherent in tbe suggested registration of re
fugees. The Committee expressed the hope , however,
that it would be possible to have fuller statístlcal
data at its disposal at the next session. With this
eonsideration in mind, and specia11y endorsing para
graphs 10 to 14 of the UNREF progress report, con
eerning the reporting on progress by voluntary
agencies, the Committee adopted the UNREF progress
report for 1955.

REPORT ON THE FIRST SESSIONOFTHESTANDING
PROGRAMME SUB-COMMITTEE (item 4)

12. In submíttíng the report on the first session of
the Standing Programme Sub-Committee to the Execu
tive Committee for its eonsideration, the Chairman
informed members of the Committee that the proposals
referred to in paragraphs 12, 17 and 18 had been
submitted by the High Commissioner to members
of the Exeeutive Committee not members of the Sub
Committee and that, as no objeetions had been raised
to these proposala, they eould be regarded as having
been adopted. Similarly, the proposal in paragraph 22
eoncerning the replacement of one of the projects
which was to be finaneed out of the grant of the
Netherlands Committee for Aid to Refugees had also
been approved by that Committee.

13. The Exeeutive Committee then adopted the
report on the first session of the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee.

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE STANDING PRO
GRAMME SUB-COMMITTEE (item 8)

14. The Committee had before it a memorandum by
the High Commissioner coneerning the terms of
reference of the Standing Programme Bub-Oommíttee
(A/AC.79/20). This memorandum was submitted to the
Exeeutive Committee in accordance with the views
expressed in paragraph 13 of the report on the first
session of the Standing Programme Sub-Committee.
The necessity for a review of the terms of referenee
of the Sub-Commíttee aroae from the faet that, under
the existing terms of r,-...ference which are contained
in resolution No. 2 annexed to the report on the first
session of the Executive Committee (A/2902/Add.1),
the Standing Programmc Sub-Committee had no
authority to approve new projects, In the absenee of
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such authority occasions might aríse in which the
High Commissioner's Office could not avail itself of
opportunítíes which became available for the settle
ment of refugees between sessions of the Executive
Committee.

15. In the memorandum submitted by the HighCom
missioner it was recommended that the possibility be
considered of giving the Standing Programme Sub
Committee the necessary authority to approve for
implementation between the sessions of the Executive
Committee a new project:

(g) In .....:lY case where delay would result in the loss
of the opportunities presented by the project; and

® In any case where unforeseen circumstances had
rendered impossible or undesirable the implemen
tation of an approved project.

16. Objections were raí e ...d by two members of the
Committee on the grounds that this would place the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee in a position
where it would in practice perform the tasks entrusted
to the Executive Committee itself. One representative,
of a Government non-member of the Standing Pro
gramme Sub-Committee, drew the attention of the
Committee to the fact that the composttíon of the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee, whichconsisted
of twelve out of the twenty members oí the Executive
Committee, was not in line with the tasks which had
been entrusted to it originally.

17. Several members of the Committee, while
agreeing that the Sub-Committee should not be given
powers which belonged more appropriately to the
Executive Commíttee , considered that it should never
theless be empowered to take such decisions as were
necessary to enable the programme to function
smoothly, on condition that Governments members of
the Executive Committee and not members of the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee were duly in
formed and given an opportunity to state their views.

18. The High Commissioner pointed out that the
aoceptance of the proposals before the Committee
would in no way result in the powers of the Executive
Committee beíng delegated to the Sub-Committee, for
the authority required by the Sub-Committee would
be needed only in those few exceptional cases where
the programme might suffer if no immediate decision
were taken. This might apply to a very few projects
out of the groat number approved by the Executive
Committee ítself, The HighCommissioner alsopointed
out that the documenta of each session of the Sub
Committee were sent out simultaneously to all the
members of the Executive Committee and that Govern
ments not members of the Sub-Committee were at all
times able to send observers to its meetings.

19. The Committee expressed íts general approval
of the proposed amendments to the terms of reference
of the Sub-Commíttee with the modification that the
approval of new projects should only be exercised in
exceptional circumstances when no s1!itable alternative
project which had been approved by the Executive
Committee was available for replacement, and with
the further limitation that any new project should be
r::esigned to benefit refugees in the same country as
the original project. It decided to adopt the following

33

addítion to the terma of reference, contained in
resolutíon No. 2 adopted by the Executive Committee
at its f.;cst sesaíon, The Executive Committee decided:

"To give the Standing Programme Sub-Committee,
in accordance with the terms of paragraph A, sub
paragraph (4) of resolution No. 2, the necessary
authority to approve for ímplementatíon between the
sessions of the Executive Committee, anewproject:

!!(g) In any case where delay clearly would result
in the loss of opportunities presented by the pro
ject; and
"~) In any case where unforeseen circumstances

haya rendered impossible or undesirable the ímple
mentation of an approved project and no suitable
alternative approved project for the same country
is avaiíable for replacement,"

ELIGlliILITY FOR UNREF PROJECTS OF REFUGEES
WHO RAVE OB'fAINED AUSTRIAN NATIONALITY

UNDER THE LAW OF 1954 (ítem 7)

20. In paragrapb 65 of the report on its first session
the Executive Committee requested that a special
study should be submitted to it at its second session
on the eligibility for UNREF projects of refugees who
had obtaíned Austrian nationality under the Federal
Law of 2 June 1954. This study was submitted by the
High Commissioner to the Committee in document
A/AC.79/22, together with the text of a new Austrian
Act whereby the time limit for the declaration re
quired for Vclksdeutsche to obtaín Austrian nationality
was extended from 31 December 1955 to 30June 1956.

21. The representative of Austria referred to the
proposal made by his delegatíon at the first session
Di the Executive Committee that both foreign and
Volksdeutsclie refugees in Austria should be allowed
to benefit from the programme even after they had
applíed for naturalization; he expressed the hope of
his Government that the specíal situation of refugees
in Austria would be taken into account and that, par
ticularly since the date Iímít set for the declarations
under the Law of 2 June 1954 had been extended, the
refugees who bad been allowed exceptíonally to beneñt

,under the 1955 programme should also be able to
,benl:lfit from projects in the 1956 programme.

22. The representative of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland saíd that Her
Majesty's Government could see no objection to
extending for a further year the arrangement which
enabled refugees who were wíthín the mandate of the
UNHCR on 21 October 1954 and had been subsequently
natur.alized under the Law of 2 June 1954 to benefit
frOlJl projects included jD the Plan of Operations.

23. This suggestion was opposed by a few Bepresen
tatives on the grounds that under article 6 (2) of the
Statute of the Higb Commissioner's Office, the com
petence of the High Commissioner should ,"(zse to
apply to refugees who had acquired a new na> ~hJ.ity,

and that an increase in the number of the Volksdeutsche
refugees who would benefit from the programme
would necessarily work to the disadvantage of the
foreign refugees who were particularly deserving of
assistance under the programme, Furthermore, it

,1



appeared from the report submitted to the Committee
that a parallel programme had been announced by the
Austrian Government for those Volksdeutsche refugees
who were not eligible to beneñt under the UNREF
programme and, for this reason, an extension of the
special concession was not justified.

24. It was contended on too other hand by sorne
delegations supporting the United Kingdom position
that, if Volksdeutsche refugees were debarred from
international assistance on the grounds that they had
opted for Austrian nationality under the Act of 2 June
1954, they might refrain from seeking naturalization.
This would work against one of the objeetíves of the
Statute of the Office whereby, under article 8 (Q), the
High Commissioner was to promete the execution of
any measures calculated to reduce the number of
refugees requiring protection. It was also argued that
the provisions of the Statute had been drafted with a
view to providing international protection, whíle the
UNREF programme had been established after the
Statute had been adopted and that the extent to which
refugees required economic and social help could not
be assessed on the basis of hard and fas! legal rules.

25. The High Commissioner pointed out that, while
no detailed statistics were available on the proportion
of Volksdeutsche refugees who had been naturalized
under the Law of 2 June 1954 within the number of
those who had benefited from projects in the UNREF
plan of operations for 1955, their estimated number
was very small, Moreover, of sorne 6,000 foreign
refugees still in Federal camps in Austria, approxí
mately 3,000 were eligible to benefit from projects
financed under the United States Escapee Programmc,
The High Commissioner considered, therefore, that
the proposal for an extension ofthe concessionfor one
year was very reasonable but that ¡,t should, to avoid
any discrimination, also apply to the foreign refugees
who might have applied within the same time limits
for Austrian nationality in accordance with the current
naturalization laws.

26. Several delegations expressed the opinion that,
while the legal provisions concerning the eligibility
of refugees under the Statute should not be disre
garded, the humanitarian aspect of the refugee prob
lem, as well as the fact that an exception had already
been made for the year 1955, should be borne in mínd,
The majority of the Committee considered that the
legal position was not such as to prevent the Committee
from elaborating a compromise solution which would
in practice alIow each case to be judged on its own
merits. The Committee accordingly requested a
working party, composed of the representatives of
Australia, Denmark and the United Kíngdom, and with
the participation of the representative of Austria and
the High Commissioner as observers, to work out a
compromise proposal.

27. The workíng group held one meeting, under the
chairmanship of Mr. R. L. Harry (Australia) and sub
mitted the proposal contained in document AlAC. 791
L.7 to the Committee at its seventeenth meeting.

28. In introducing the proposals of the working
group on behalf of its Chairman, the representatíve
of the United Kingdom stressed that all relevant

factors had been taken into consideration by the
working group, She pointed out that the proposed
measures were Iímíted in time and were designed
to prevent refugees in Austria frombeingdiscouraged
from applyíng for Austrian nationalíty,

29. The Committee noted the statement made by the
representative of Austria, who had participated in the
dtacuesíons of the working group, to the effect that
the Austrian Government would not give preference
in the programme to ethnic Germans, but would treat
refugees of whatever origin on an equal footing. The
Committee than adopted the following proposals ofthe
working group:

(i) Any refugee in Austria who was within the man
date of the High Commissioner on 21 October 1954,
but who acquired Austrian nationality between that
date and 30 June 1956, under the option law of 2 June
1954, as amended on 20 December 1955, shouldwíthín
one year after acquiring Austrian nationality continue
to be eligible for inclusion in projects under the
UNREF programme:

(ii) Such eligibility should not extend beyond 30
June 1957~

(iii) However, once accepted for inclusion in a project,
such a refugee should be entitled to anybenefits which
it might provide notwithstanding the fact that the project
might not be implemented wíthín the one year pertod:

(iv) Since the optí-m law affected onlyVolksdeutsche
refugees, the disp isatíon set out in sub-paragraphs
(i), (ii) and (iii) should be applied on the same terms
to refugees of all other ethnic origins who should have
acquired Austrian nationality.

wíth the addition of the following paragraph:
"(v) The Executive Commitee expresses the hope

that the Austrian authorities will in a generous way
apply existing naturalization legislation to those
foreign refugees who wísh to avail themselves ofthe
opportunities offered to them under that legislation. n

30. The Committee also approved the recommenda-
tion that the Austrian delegation should recommend
the Austrian Government to make a written statement
that this decíston was considered satisfactory and that
the Government would not reopen the question of
eligibility to benefit from the UNREF programme of
refugees who had acquired Austrian nationality.

31. The representative of the United States stated
that, in the light of the implicatlons oí article 6 (Q) of
the Statute, he wished to reserve the position of hís
delegation on this ítem,

REPORT ON THE SECOND SESSION OFTHESTAND
ING PROGRAMME SUB-COMMITTEE (item 5)

32. The Committee had before ít the report on the
second session of the Standing Progra.mme Sub-Com
mittee (A/AC.79/pSc/3 - A/AC.79/25). The Com
mittee took note of the general statements contained
dn the report (paragraphs 6 to 9). It endorsed the
general approval given by the Sub-Committee to the
introduction and parta 1, IJ and lIT of the revised plan
of operations (1956).• The Executive Committee ac
cepted the recommendations ofthe Sub-Committee and
adopted without further eomments its report, whieh
Is reproduced as appendix nI to the present reporto

rec
the
line
of I

ope
ovei
acce
sio
of $.
ift
$16
by t
tion



6,611,416

2,211,416
4,400,000

tion by the
le proposed
re designed
discouraged

made by the
.pated in the
i effect that
preference
would treat
footing. The
iosals ofthe

in the man
itober 1954,
etween that
LW of 2 June
hould within
ity continue
I under the

beyond 30

inaproject,
ieñts which
t the project
rear period;
lksdeutsche
paragraphs
iame terms
should have

1:

IS the hope
nerous way
n to those
.elves ofthe
sgtslatíon."

iommenda
-ecommend
I statement
ory and that
luestion of
gramme of
ility.

ates stated
cle 6 (Q) of
ítíon of his

IESTAND
item 5)

port on the
Sub-Com

The Com
3 contained
dorsed the
ittee to the
svísed plan
mittee ac
unitteeand
ort, which
:report.

UNR.EF REVISED PLAN OF OPERATIONS
(1956) (item 6)

33. The Committee had before it the UNREF re
vised plan of operations (1956), (A/AC.79/21 and
Add.L, 2 and 3/Rev.1). In view of the fact that the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee, at íts second
session, had already examined in detail the various
projects contained in part n with the exception of
those relating to Austria, the Committee devoted its
attentton mainly to the general principIes, contained
in the introduction to the plan and the introductions
to parts 1 and Il, and the suggested order of priority
of projects contained in part IH. The representative
of Denmark emphasized the importance ofthe declara
tion made by the Austrian Chancellor on 26 October
1955 on the right oí asylum contained in the introduc
tion to the section on Austria inpartH, paragraph 71.

34. In the course of the debate detailed questions
on certain aspects of the programme and on certain
projects were addressed to the High Commissioner.
Both the questions and the z-epltes may be fouñd in
the summary records of the fourteenth, fifteenth and

.síxteenth meetings oí the Committee.

35. While the Committeewas consideringthe general
introduction to the plan and part 1, containing an
analysis oí implementation of the UNREF plan of
operations for 1955, the Chairman drew the attention
oí the Committee to paragraphs 12 to 18 oí the report
oí the Standing Programme Sub-Committee and to the
recommendations contained therein. In particular,
the Committee approved the general principIe out
lined in paragraph 12 of the report whereby the value
oí unimplemented projects within the 1955 plan of
operations, amounting to $2,211,416, should be taken
over ínto the revised plan oí operations (1956). It
accepted the explanation given by the High Commis
sioner that ít was necessary to take over this amount
of $2,211,416 ínto the revised planofoperations (1956)
if the possibility oí achieving the over-all target of
$16 miUion for governmental contributions, approved
by the General Assembly in accordance with resolu
tion 832 (IX), was to remain open,

36. The Commíttee was aware that the consequence
of thís would be that the combined target for 1956
would be in the neighbourhood of $6 million, repre
senting the total value oí projects to be included in
the revised plan of operations (1956), minus the
amount of governmental contributions for 1955 which
became available after drawing up the revised plan
of operations. This is shown in thefollowingtable:

.!.
Valué oí unimplemented projects and

unallocated balances in the Plan oí
Operations for 1955.•...••••.••••

Target for 1956•••••.••.•••.•....
Total value oí projects to be included in

the Revised Plan oí Operations (1956)
Less: Excess of governmental contribu

tions 1955 over value of implemented
projects in the Plan oí Operations for
19¡i5. . • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • . • • . 661,883

Combined financial target for 1956 5,949,533
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37. In considering part n of the revised plan of
operations, the Committee devotedparticular attention
to the projects íor permanent solutions in Austria,
especiaUy to the housíng projects which had not been
considered by the Standing Programme Sub-Com
mittee, and also to the projects which had been ela
borated for permanent solutions in Belgium and
France.

38. One representative drew attentíon to the fact
that under most housing projects in Austria refugees
were called upon to layout a considerable amount oí
money so that there was a danger that these projects,
which constituted the most important part oí the pro
gramme in Austria, would not be accessible to the
most needy category of refugees.

39. Although in the absence of statistical data con
cerning the refugee populatíon oí unofficial camps,
available statistics could not show the precise pro
portion between Volksdeutsche and foreign refugees
benefiting írom these projects, the representative
feared that foreign refugees, whose situation was in
his opinion more difficultthan Volksdeutsche refugees,
would be less in the position to benefit from these
projects. Both the representative of Austria and the
High Commissioner pointed out that the projects under
consideration had been elaborated at the lowest pos
sible cost and that project PS/86/AUS showed that
specíal efiorts were being made to provide cheap
housíng, Available statistics showed that the propor
tion oí foretgn refugees benefiting under these pro
jects was i.í accordance wíth the proportion of foreign
refugees in ofíicial camps. The Hígh Commissioner
emphasized that no discrimination would be made
between various groups of refugees as long as they
met the conditions laid down in the Statute, and as
sured the Committee, as did the representative oí
Austria, that in selecting refugees to benefit from
projects every case was judged on its merit; the
primary objective being to achieve a reduction in the
camp populatíon,

40. Upon the suggestion of the representative of the
United States, the Com.mittee agreed to consider the
possibility oí a survey into the number and situation
of reíugees within the mandate oí UNHCR living in
unoíficial camps in Austria. At the request of the
Commíttee , an estimate oí the cost of such a survey
was prepared by the High Commissioner and sub
mitted at the seventeenth meeting.

41. In eonnexion with the discussion which took
place on the revised projects for permanent solutions
in Belgium and France, the Committee was informed
by the High Commissioner that his Oífice had re
ceived from the Governments of both countrtes as
surances in accordance with the terms oí paragraph
6 oí the operative part ofGeneral Assembly resolution
832 (IX). The representative oí the United Kingdom
stated that, while her delegation was in agreement
with the revised .projects for permanent solutíons in
Belgíum and France, the extension of the programme
to countries without a camp population should not be
taken as a precedent arid the main emphaats of the
programme should still be placed on the reduction of
the camp population.
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42. In the course of the discussion on projects for
the promotíon of resettlement b Latin America, and
emigration from Italy, the Committee was gratified
to learn from the representatives of Colombia and
Brazil that projects for the financing of the settle
ment of refugees, including difficult cases, would
facilitate the admission of refugees to Latin American
countries. In reply to a question by the representative
of the United States, the High Commissioner ínrormed
the Committee that in the selection of the refugees
to benefit from projects for the promotíon of resettle
ment duplication of effort between the organizations
and voluntary agencies concerned was excluded. C0

ordination of efforts in this field between the admínís
tration of the United States Escapee Programme, the
Inter-governmental Committee for European Migra
tion and his Office was ensured by regular meetings
of senior members of these two organizations and of
his Office. In connexion with the question of resettle
ment, the representative of Ita.l.y emphasized the fact
that, owing to the demographic situation in his country,
projects for the emigration of refugees were to have
priority over other projects for permanent solutions.

43. The Committee went on to consider part Ill of
the revised plan of operations (1956) concerning
priorities.

44. The Committee was gratified to learn from the
representatives of the Federal Republic of Germany,
Norway and Switzerland that for 1956 their respective
Governments envisaged a contribution to UNREF which
would be approximately the same as that made in
1955. The representative of Denmark indicated that the
amount of the Danish contribution was beíag actively
considered and that it was hoped that the contrfbutíon
could be paid at an early date. The representative
of the United Kingdom announced that Her Majesty's,
Government had decided to make in 1956 a contríbu
tion of E80,OOO, which would be increased to noo,ooo
if the total contributions reached $3,250,000 in 1956.
The representative of Switzerland informad the Com
mittee that in the course of 1956 and 1957 his country
envisaged the admission of 100 difficult cases in
addition to eighty difficult muses from Shanghaí, whose
admission had been authorized and of whom síxty
three had already been settled in his country.

45. The representative of the United States informed
the Committee that the Executive Branch would
probably ask the United States Congress for a con
tribution símílar to that which had been granted in
1955, í.e., $1,200,000. Since the United States con
tribution was being made on a matching basis, how
ever, and the total target fo!-, governmental contribu
tions to UNREF for 1955 had not been reached, it had
not been possfble to make available the fu11 amount of
the United States appropriation. The United States
Government was hopeful, however, that the combined
efforts of a11 Governments would be such as to per
mit of the fu11 United States contribution being made
available in 1956. Further data concerning contri
butions for 1956 may be found in appendix Il to the
present reporto

46. The Committee considered tbe suggested list of
priorities contained in part lIT of the revised plan of
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operations (1956), supplemented by addendum No.3/
Rev.L, taking into account the recommendations made
by the Standing Programme Sub-Committee in para
graph 23 of the report on its second session. The
order of priorities as submitted to the Committee
included a list ofprojects to be approved and authorized
for implementation as funds become available (cate
gory B/1956) in the amount of $2,016,725, and a list
of prajects to be approved for implementation subject
to authorization by the Sub-Committee (category
C/1956) containing all other projects in the amount
of $2,477,523 listed under country headíngs,

47. The Committee agreed to a proposal made by
the representative of the Federal Republic of Ger
many that certain housing projects for Germany listed
in category C should take the place of counselling and
vocational training projects for Germany listed in
category B, in view of the fact that funds earmarked
for matching by building societies in Germany could
not be reserved beyond 1 May 1956.

48. The representative of Austria pointed out that it
was essential for the smooth functioning ofthe UNREF
programme in his country that the housíng projects,
nearly 80 per cent of the cost ofwhich was contríbuted
from Austrian sources, should be started as soon as
possible, since there was a danger that the special
funds already reserved for this purpose would other
wise be forfeited. He requested therefore that a
higher priority be given to the housing projects listed
in category B.

49. The Committee was anxious that the acceptance
of the Austrian proposal should not affect the priority
of projects for permanent solutions in other countries.
It decided therefore that, since it could be reasonably
anticipated that additional governmental contributions
would be forthcoming which would justify the total
value of projects being íncreased in category B to
$2,142,699, this would permit the addition of four
housing projects for Austria. The housing projects
already listed in category B were to be given as high
a priority as possible in order to meét the request of
the Austrian Government, so that there should be the
minimum repercussion on the order of priorities for
projects in other countries.

50. At a subsequent meeting the Committee ap
proved in category B a new order of priority for
projects in category B which had been revised in the
light of the above proposal and which ts annexed to
the present report (appendix 1).

51. The Executive Committee then approved the
revised plan of operations (1956) without further
comments.

STATEMENT BY THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR

EUROPEAN MIGRATION

52. In summing up the activities through which the
Inter-governmental Committee for European Migra
tion contrfbuted to the resettlement of refugees
coming within the mandate of the Office of the High
Commissioner, the representative of ICEM reca11ed
that, in the course of 1955, 28,400 refugees had been
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resettled bythe Inter-governmental Committee, 14,500
of whom were presumed to be within tlie mandate of
UNHCR, while out of a total of 138,000 refugees
resettled since the inception of the Committee, 38,000
were within the competence of the High Commis
sioner. The representative expressed the appreciation
of his organization for the plans envisaged by the
immigration countries for the admission of refugees,
.and paid a particular tribute to the close co-operation
which had developed between the Offíce of the High
Commissioner and his organlzatíon.

STATEMENTS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF NON
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

53. Statements by the representatives of the Inter
national Federation of Christian Trade Unions, the
National Catholic Welfare Conference and the Standing
Conference of Voluntary Agencies Working for
Refugees were heard with great interest by the Com
mittee, which paid tribute to the contribution made
by voluntary agencies to the solution of the refugee
problem, The Committee decided that these state
ments should form part of the summary records of
its meetíngs.

PLAN OF ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURE FOR
1956 (item 9)

54. The Committee had before it a plan of admini
strative expenditure submitted by the High Commis
síoner (A/AC. 79/PSC/R.9) which had be en previously
discussed and approved by the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee at íts ninth meeting, subject to com
ments to be made by the representative of Australia.

55. A certaín number of detailed inquiries con
cerning the breakdown and functions of the additional
staff, the disposal of unobligated balances and the
general flexibility to be observed within the plan of
administrative expenditure were addressed 1;0 the High
Commissioner. Both inquiries and answeru may be
found in the record of the fifteenth me.eting.

56. The question was raised by one representative
whether the level of administrative expenses should
aot be kept in aceord with the actual operational
expenditure rather than with thetotal financial target
for 1956. The representative of Australia, in this
connexíon, stated that in the opinion of her delegatíon,
in view of the uncertainty as to the amount of govern
mental contributions to be received for 1956, the
administrative expenditure should be related to the
actual resources and that no new staff should be
recruited until there was a certainty that they would
be needed.

57. The High Commissioner explained that the
amounts listed in the plan of administrative expendí
ture were the mínimum necessary to enable him to
implement the programme and meet the increasing
demands made on his Ofiice for statistical and other
detailed information concerning the development of the
programme. In this connexion, the representative of
Denmark emphasized the necessity for theCommittee
to be aware of the budgetary implications of such
requests.
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58. With regard to the possibility of transferring
amounts between the sections of the plan of admini
strative expenditure, the members of the Committee
agreed that considerable flexibility was nceded to
enable the High Commissioner to make the most
efficient use of his limited resourees. Several repre
sentatives were of the opinion that it would be suf
ñcíent for him to be authorized to transfer amounts
between sections 1 and n of the plan of administrative
expenditure (field staff and headquarters staff). While
transfers from or to section In (internal audít service)
were not likely to arise, these representatives thought
that any transfers affecting section IV (fund-raising
activities) should be subject to authorization by the
Executive Committee. Most representatives, however,
considered that sueh a proeedure would prevent the
Offíce of the High Commissioner from making sueh
transfers as might be necessary before the end of the
financial year, since there was no meeting of the
Executive C.ommittee from its May session until the
begínníng of the next financial year.

59. The Committee decided, by 10 votes to 5, with
one abstention, to authorize the High Commissioner
to transfer funds between sections 1, Il, nI and IV of
the plan of administrative expenditure. The Committee
subsequently adopted the plan of administrative ex
pendíture for 1956 without further comments.

FINANCIAL RULES FOR VOLUNTARY
FUNDS (item 10)

60. The revised financial rules as contained in
document A/AC.79/PSC/R.10 were adopted by the
Committee, subject to a small drafting amendment
in rule 6.1.

ESTIMATE OF COST OF SURVEY INTO THE NUMBER
AND SITUÁTION OF REFUGEES WITHIN THE MAN
DATE OF UNHCR LIVING IN UNOFFICIAL CAMPS

IN AUSTRIA

61. In accordance with the request of the Executive
Committee at its fourteenth meeting, the High Com
missioner submitted in document A/AC.79/L.6 an
estímate of the cost of the suggested survey into the
number and situation of refugees living in unofficial
camps in Austria.

62. Several representatives expressed the opinion
that this survey was essential if the permanent solu
tíons programme was to be adequately carried out in
Austria. Certain delegations fe1t that the provision of
such information was the task of the country of resí
dence, but the representative of Austria declared that
it was not possible for bis Government to carry out
the survey in question. Furthermore, tha Austrian
Federal Government was unfortunately not in a position
1:0 obtain the necessary information from the various
Land Governments. Neither, in view of their existing
heavy expenditure on behalf of refugees, were the
Austrian authorities able to commit themselves to
contribute financially to the survey.

63. The High Commissioner made it clear that it·
was impossible for the extremely Iímíted and already
overburdened staff of bis Branch Offíce in Austria to
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64. Certain delegations felt that the Austrian
Government should nevertheless co-operate to as great
an extent as possible in the carrying out of this sur
vey, and requested the High Commissioner to under
take negotiations with the Austrian Government to that
end. It was proposed that the results of the High
Commissioner's negotiations should be submitted to
the third session of the Executive Committee in May
1956, "but the Committee felt that such a procedure
would make the undertaking of the survey too late
to be of full use to the planning of the permanent
solutions programme for 1957.

65. The High Commissioner poínted out that the
situation regarding unofficial camps in Austria was
unique, and there was therefore no question of estab
lishing a precedent.

66. The Committee agreed that the proposed survey
should be carried out immediately on the lines pro
posed in document A/AC.79/L.6, and that the cost,
estimated at a maximum of $25,000, should be kept as
low as possible, and included in the administrative
expenses of UNREF. The Committee was unanimous
as to the need for a survey but the representatives of
Denmark, Holy See and Norway abstained from ap
proving the detailed plan at the present stage,

67. The High Commissioner was requested by the
Committee to negotiate with the Austrtan Govern
ment the question of its participation in the cost of
the survey. The Committee also approved the sug
gestion made in paragraph 70fdocumentA/AC.79/L.6
that the Austrtan Government should be invited to
request the co-operatíon of the Land and local
authorities in the carrying out of the survey, It was
agreed that the survey should contain information
concerning the citizenship status of the refugees in
the unofficial camps , and that the question of suitability
of the refugees for emigration should be borne in
mind when the survey was carried out.

REPAYMENT OF LOANS GRANTED UNDER UNREF
PROJECTS (item 11)

68. The Committee had before it a memorandum on
the repayment of loans granted under UNRE F projects
(A/ACo79/PSC/R.ll) submitted to it by the High
Commissioner in accordance with the decision taken
by the Executive Committee at its first session, and
the recommendations made by the Standing Pro
gramme Sub-Committee contained in paragraphs 30 to
32 of its report (A/AC.79/25, A/AC.79/PSC/3).

69. The Committee approved the following recom
mendations submitted by the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee, it being understood that theywouldbe
interpreted rather as guiding principIes and be re
viewed in the course of 1957, whenfurthereXperience
in the implementation of projects had been acquired:

11(~) Assistance to refugees should be given under
UNREF projects in the form of loans .rather than
grants, whenever possible and practicable;
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"(b) The repayments of the UNREF contributions
to Ioans granted under such projects, including
interest, and as far as could be agreed, of govern
ment contributions to such loans • should revert to
the United Nations Refugee Fund;

"(c) The subsequent use of such repayments and
interest should be determined by the Executive
Committee taking into account the refugee situation
in each country, the restrictions on foreign exchange,
and the fact that where funds are made available to
UNREF under specific conditions laid down by the
donor these conditions should be observed in con
nexion with the subsequent use of repayments or
interest from such funds;

"(d) The disposal of residual assets of UNREF,
inclüding unpaid balances of loans, should be con
sidered by the UNREF Executive Committee at its
final session."

70. The Executive Committee also authortzed the
High Commissioner to negotiate with the Govern
ments concerned on the questíon of the repayment of
their share of the loans made under different pro
jects.

FINANCIAL REPORT üN THE UNITED NATIONS
REFUGEE FUND FOR THE YEAR 1955 (item 12)

71. The Committee had before it the financial report
of the United Nations Refugee Fund for the year 1955
(A/AC.79/24) and the comments made thereon by the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee in the report on
its second session (A/AC. 79/25 - A/AC.79/PSC/3,
paragraph 29).

72. The Committee adopted the financial report, on
the understanding that certified copies thereof would
be submitted to it at a later session together with the
report of the Board of Auditors.

REFUGEE PROBLEMS IN JORDAN, LEBANON,
SYRIA, EGYPT, mAN AND TURKEY

73. The Committee considered a memorandum on
refugee problems in J ordan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt,
Iran and Turkey (A/AC.79/26) prepared at the re
quest of the Standing Programme Sub-Committee, on
the question of permanent solutions for refugees in
these countries.• Several members of the Committee
expressed their general agreement with the proposals
made by the High Commissioner in this document to
the effect that he should be authorized to investigate
the possibility of finding permanent solutions for
refugees who are not established in the above-men
tioned countries, and to suggest on the basis of the
investigations an allocation for permanent solutions
in these countries in the target allocation for 1957,.
which would be considered by the Executive Com
mittee at its second session in 1956.

74. One member of the Committee emphasized the
importance of legal and polítical protection in these
countries and asked the High Commissioner to ínves
tigate the possibility of the ratification of the 1951
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees by the
Governments concerned, Several delegations stressed
that as far as possible the cost ofproviding permanent
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PROJECTS IN CATEGORIES 8/1956 AND C/1956
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flict with the competence of the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee as defined in resolution No. 2 annexed
to the report on the ñrst session of the UNREF
Executive Committee. Several members of the Com
mittee consídered that it was too early to change the
procedures adopted by the Executíve Committee in
connexion with priorities.

80. Attention was drawn by the High Commissioner
to the possibility of investigating the procedures of
other United Nations agencies befare the next session
of the Executive Committee and, at his suggestion, it
was agreed by the representatíve of Greece that this
matter might be deferred for further consideration f"t
the third session of the Executive Committee in May
1956, when the whole question could be re-examined
in the light of the experience gained with the imple
mentation of projects already approved and authorized
for implementation by the Committee.

CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

81. In his closing remarks the High Commissioner
laid particular stress on the situation of those refugees
whose plight calls for the most attention - the difficult
cases. He expressed the hope that the largest possible
number of difficult cases could be settled.

82. The representative of Greece said that should a
visit be made by members of the Executive Com
mittee to the refugee camps in Greece, his Govern
ment would be most pleased to welcome them.

83. Afier a tribute had been paíd to the officers of
the Committee, the High Commissioner and all the
staff concerned with its work, the Chairman announced
th.it the third session of the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee would be held from 23 to 25 May, and
the third session of the Executíve Committee from
28 May to 1 June. The second sessíon of the Executive
Committee was then declared closed,
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Project description

Medical assistance and supplementary
feeding, fuel and clothing ..••.••••...

Medical assistance ••••••.•••...•••.
Supplernentary feeding . • . . • • • . . . . • . • •
Medical assí stance- supplementary feeding

and emergency relief••..•••• o ••••••

Medical ínsurance . . . . . . . • . • . , . . . . •.
Medical assistance, supplementary feeding

and emergency reltef e •••••••

Project no.

EA/1/GRE/1956
EA/2/GRE/1956
EA/1/IRAN/1956

Country

Italy EA/l/ITA/1956
Midclle East EA/1/M-EA/1956

Greece
Greece
Iran

1. Emergency aia and Shanghai operation

Emergency aid

Egypt EA/1/EGY/1956

solutions should not exceed the total cost of continuing
emergency assistance for refugees in these areas for
the remaining period of the programme.

75. Note was taken by the Committee of paragraph
39 of the document, in which doubt was expressed
whether the different Governments of the countries
mentioned would be able to provide supporting contri
butions for projects on the same scale as had been
done by other countries of residence ofrefugees.

76. The necessity of close consultation being maín
tained by the High Commissioner with the Govern
ments concerned in this whole matter was emphasized,
and at the request of one representative itwas agreed
that the submission of projects for permanent solu
tions should be made country by country, and not for
the whole area in one group,

77. The Committee decided to authorize the High
Commissioner to carry out the investigation on the
lines proposed in the document, and to submit recom
mendations on this matter to its third session.

78. The Committee considered certain proposals
submitted by the representative of Greece concerning
the order of priority of projects approved for imple
mentation contained in document A/AC. 79/L.8. The
object of these proposals was to give the High Com
missioner a certain discretion to interchange projects
for a particular country already approved by the
Executive Committee, with a view to permitting
greater flexibility in the implementation of the pro
gramme.

79. Doubts were raised by several members of the
Committee wnether these proposals would not con-
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UNREF
Country Project no. Project description contribution Country

$
Turkey EA/1/TUR/1956 Medical asststance and supplementary 38. Italy PS

feeding •..•.•.••••..••.••.••••. 9,000 39. Italy PS

Total cost 85,900 40. Italy PS
41. Germany PS

Cost for first 6 months•..••.•••...•••••...• 42,950 42. Greece PS
Shanghai vperation

SH/1/1956 Direct UNREF expenditure ..••.•.••••• 273.520 43. Austria PS
SH/2/1956 Acsístance through a voluntary agency 43,200 44. Germany PS
SH/3/1956 Assistance through a voluntary agency •••• 7,200 45. Germany PS
SH/4/1956 Assistance through a voluntary agency •••• 7,200 46. France PS

Total cost 331,120 47. France PS
48. Various

Cost for first 6 months.••.•.••.•••••••••••• 165,560 Countries PS
Total cost, Emergency aid and Shanghai operation 49. Austria PS

for 6 months • . • • • • . • • • . • • . . • . . . . . . . • . • 208,510 50. Austria PS
2. Various 51. Greece PS

Countries EA/1/IMP/1956
a

Imprest account . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . • • . . • • . • • • 1,441 52. Greece PSI
3. Various ~ 53. Italy DC

Cour.tr íes EA/1/RAC/1956 Reserve account .. " .•.••.••••.•••.•••..• " 9,664 54. Germany PS
4. Greece PS/7/GRE/1956 Preselectíon oí' refugees•••.••••.•.••.••.•.• 22,062 55. Austria PS
5. Greece'" PS/8/GRE Rehabilitation of handícapped refugees ••••.•.•.• 7,495 1
6. China DC!3/CHI/EUR/Rev.2a

Settlement in institutions in Europe ...••••..•. " 50,000 56. Greece DC
7. Austria PS/62/AUS Housing settlement (Haid 11) • • • . . • • • . . . • • • . . • 61,538 57. Austria DC
8. Italy PS/1/ITA/1956,a) Promotion of emígratton..........•......... 21,000 58. Austria De
9. Italy PS/2/ITA/1956(a) Promotion oí emigration•••••••••••••....... 6,000 59. Austrta PSI

10. it,lly PS/3/UA/1956(a) Promotion of emigration. . • • • • . . . . • . . . . . • • • • 3,000 60. Austria PSI
11. Germany PS/24/GER Employment counselling and placement .....••••• 4,762 61. Austria PSI
12. Germany PS/25/GER Rehabilitation of hanuícapped refugees ••••.•.••. 14,286 62. Germany PSI
13. Greece DC/lO/GRE Settlement in a local institution (Athens) .•.••.••• 20,000 63. Austria PSI
14. Various 64. Austria PSI

Countries DC/l/EUR
a

Settlement in institutions in Europe •...••••...• 35,000 65. Austria PSI
15. Greece PSI4/GRE/1955/Rev.1(b) Consolidation of economic and social position in 66. Austria PSI

urban areas. . . . • • • . • . . . • • • • . . . . . . o • • • • 72,500 67. Greece PSI
16. Austria DC/2/AUS(d) Settlement in a local institution (Hellbrunn) • e • • • • • 28,077 68. Austria PSI
17. Austria De/3/AUS/195G and 1956. Settlement in local institutíons (Bruck/Mur, 69. Austria PSI

Doellach, Birkfeld) ..••.•••••••.......••. 20,000 70. Austria PSI
18. Italy DC/9/ITA(a) Settlement in various local institutions •••.•....• 16,000 71. Austria PSI
19. Italy DC/IO/ITA(a) Settlement in varíous local ínstítutíons ••••.•.... 8,000
20. Belgium PS/1/BEL/1956 Employment counselling and placement •...•..... 20,000 ;¡
21.. France DC/1/FRA Settlement in a local íustítutton (Dreux).........• 50,000 Emergency aid COI

22. Austria PS/22/AUS Houaíng settlement (Bregenz-Feldkirch) ••.•••••• 15,154 1 EA
23. ltaly PSI4/ITAí1956(a) Establishment in crafts and trades •••••••...... 68,900
24. Germany PS/18/GER Housing settlement (Osnabrück). . . . • . .• , . . . • • • 45,025 Shanghai
~5. Greece PS/3/GRE/1955/Rev.1(c) op.eration Co

(part) Establishment in crafts and trades ..•....•.•..• 65,000
26. Austria PS/3!AUS/Rev.1 Housing settlement (Vienna) . • . . • . • • . . • • • • • • • 23,077
27. Austria PS/70/AUS Housing settlement (Kammer) .••.•.•......... 28,269
28. Austria PS/86/AUS(a) Individual housing (AH Austria} . . ••••...•.•••• 26,923 1
29. Italy PS/5/ITA/1955(a) Establishment in crafts and trades o •••••••••••• 39,000
SO. Germany PS/22/GER Housíng settlement (WUrzburg) •.••••••..••••• 28,571 Category

,1 31. Egypt DC/1/EGY Settlement in a local institution (Heliopolis) .••••.• 20,000
.-bl
';( 32. Austria DC/4/AUS Settlement in a local ínstítutlon (Vienna) ..•.•.••• 18,000
:.J 33. Greece DC/12/GRE Annuítíes to aged refugees .••••••.•.••..•.•• 8,400 Country and projI

34. Greece PS/3/GRE/1955/Rev.l{c)
(part) Establishment in crafts and trades •••••••••.•.• 65,000 AUSTRIA35. Austria PS/59/AUS/Rev.1 Employment counselling and placement •••••••••• 7,692

36. Austria PS/91/~US Caseworkers in camp~ 10,500
Permanent solutions

37. Austria PS/92/AUS Caseworkers in camps ................... PS/26-30, 32, 34, 35

aprovisional number, pending ímplementatíon,
PS/l/AUS/1955(d)
PS/87/AUS

\1 PS/2/AUS/l955(c)b.rhis project is financed from the contrtbutíon made by me NetherIands Committee for Aid to Refugees and funds for its lmplementation are
therefnre avaílable, ] PS/84/AUS
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PS/3
PS/4

GER

18,039
100,000

38,462
70,000
23,077

UNREF
eontribution

1
15,500

3,960 PS/6
3,960 PS/6
6,000 PS/8

PS/7
56,000 PS/7

100,uDO PS/8
35,714 PS/6
16,667 PS/4
16,663 PS/4
28,571 PS/5

PS/2
46,500 PS12
36,OOV PS/1
61,539 PS/8
16,927 . PS/7

6,733 PS/6
8,000 PS/7

21,429 PS/8
PS/7

26,347 PS/2
7,700 PS/2
6,000 PS/8
7,500 PS/8

20,000 psi1
27,692 PS/2'
60,000 PS/1,
10,714
30,000 Diffie
28,846 DC/!
10,000 DC/2

140,700
DC/1
De/6

26,923 DC/1
11,538 DC/8
37,692
61,538

2,142,699

42,950

8,559

165,560

217,069

UNREF
eontribution

$

_..._~~-_.._-
..

Project deseription

urban areas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Establishment in erafts and trades ••••••.•.••••
Establishment in erafts and trades ••••.•••••...
E stablishment in erafts and trades , • • • • . . . . • . . .
Housing settlement (Bamberg) • • . . • • • . . . . •••••
Consolídatíon of economíc and social position in

E stablishment in agrieulture. • • • . . . • • . . . . . • • •
Housing settlement (Neu Ulm) ....••.••.••.•••
Housing settlement ~Friedriehsgabe)••••..••...•
Integratíon of refugee intelleetuals. • • . . • . . • . • • •
Establishment in erafts and trades •••••••••••••

Resettlement IOaLS •••••••••••••••••••••••

Housing settlement (Kufstein) • • • • • • • • • . . • . • • •
Housing settlement (Haid ID) . • • • . • . • • . . . . •••.
Aid to university studenta •••••••.•...•....••
Vocatíonal training ••••••..•••••••••••...•
Settlement in various local institutions •••.•.•.••
Housing settlement (OsnabrUek) ••.••.•.••.••••

Projeet deseription
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Voeational training .•••...•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•••.•' .•
Provision of eredit facilities. • . • . • . • . • . • . • . • . • • • . •
Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees . . . • . . . . . • . • . • .
Establishment in agrieulture ..•.....•...•.•.•.•• '•.
Housing settlement (Voels) •.•.•...•••••...•••• '.' •

Projeet no.

PS/6/ITA/1956(a)
PS/7/ITA/1956(a)
PS/IO/ITA(a)
PS/23/GER
psi4./GRE/1955/Rev.1(e)

PS/2/AUS/1955(b)
PS/21/GER
PS/16/GER
PS/5/FRA
PS/6/FRA

PS/1/RES/LAT'AM
PS/85/AUS
PS/63/AUS
PS/6/GRE/1956
PS/5/GRE/1956
Dc/n/ITA
PS/19/GER
PS/52, 54-58/AUS/

1956(a)
DC/4/GRE/Rev.l(b)
DC/20/AUS{a)
DC/5/AUS/1956
PS/38-45/AUS/1956
PS/77/AUS
PS/67/AUS
PS/26/GER
PS/81/AUS
PS/68/AUS
PS!60/AUS/1955/Rav.1
PS/60/AUS/1956
PS/l/GRE/1956
PS/74/AUS
PS/791AUS
PS/73/AUS
PS/64/AUS

Employment eounselling and plaeement •..••.•..•
Settlement in vartous local ínstítutíons .....•...•
Settlement in various local institutions • . . . • • • • . .
Settlement in a local institution (Linz)•.••••••.••
Aid to university students ••.••....••••.•••••
Housing settlement (Graz 1)••••••••••••••••••
Housing settlement (Haid) . • • • • • . . • . • • • • • . . • .
Small Ioans • . . . . . • • • • . e • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••

Housing settlement (Spittal 11) • • • . • • • • • • • • • • ••
Housing settlement (Stadl--Paura) ..•..•••••••••
Assistanee for naturalizatioñ'l
Assistanee for naturaltzattoq]" .....•......•..
E stabltshment in agrieulture. . • • . • • . • . • • • • • • .
Housing settlerhent (Salzburg 11)•••••••••••••••
Housing settlement (Unterpremstátten II)•••••.•••
Housíng settlement (Elixhausen 11) •••••••••••••
Housing settlement (Haid IV). • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • •

Total

Cost for seeond 6 months of projeets for Europe and Middle East itemized aboye

EA/1/IMP/1956(b) Imprest aeeount •..••••••.•••••••••••••••

Cost for seeond 6 months of Shanghai operation projeets ítemízed above ••••••

Total

38. Italy
39. Italy
40. Italy
41. Germany
42. Greece

Country

Category C/1956 - Projeets approved for implementation, subjeet ro authorization by the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee

43. Austria
44. Germany
45. Germany
46. France
47. Franee
48. Various

Countries
49. Austria
50. Austria
51. Greece
52. Greeee
53. Italy
54. Germany
55. Austria

56. Greeee
57. Austria
58. Austria
59. Austria
60. Austria
61. Austria
62. Germany
63. Austria
64. Austria
65. Austria
66. Austria
67. Greeee
68. Austria
69. Austria
70. Austria
71. Austria

Emergeney aid

Shanghai
operatíon

Permanent solutions
PS!26':'30, 32, 34, 35/AUS(a)
PS/1/AUS/1955(d)
PS/87/AUS
PS/2/AUS/1955(e)
PS/84/AUS

Country and projeet number

AUSTRIA



PROMOTION

PS/2/RES/LA
PS/3/RES/LA
PS/4/RES/LA

DIFFICULT C

DC/2/mAN/E
DC/l/M-EA/E

8Provisionel num

mfficult cases
DC/12/ITA
DC/13/ITA
DC/9/ITA(b)
DC/10/ITA(b)

ITALY

Difficult cases
DC/U/GRE

GREECE

,¡

30,000
.,

20,000

50,000

49,770

68,000 !
57,143
55,914---

230,827

j
15,000
30,000
92,857
44,000

5,000
\1

186,85,1
:~

UNREF
contribution

1
17,308
14,615
19,231
19,346
18,846
12,115
28, E046
6,205

10,000
26,346
8,103

18,916
48,382
33,846
17,308
38,077
12,115
12,000
36,923
10,000
18,038
19,231
27,692

100,000
10,000
51,618

904,685

12,500
7,500
9,000

20,000
10,000
15,500

74,500

Rehabilitation of refugee miners .• . • . . . • . • . • • . . • • • .
Loans for establishment in crafts, trades and professions ..

Total
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Rehabilitation of .bandícapped refugees ..•...........•
Establishment of a centre for rehabilitation of handicapped

refugees .•.....•.....•..•.•.•.•...•.•.•.•.
Vocational training for physically handicapped refugees •.•.
Vocational training and State-aided workshop •.....•.•..

Total

Employment counseHing and placement .•.•.•...•.....
Vocatíonal training •.•...•.....•...•...•.•••.•.
Housing settlement (Hamburg). . • . . . . . • . . . . . • . • . • . .
Indívídual housíng. . . • • . • • . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . . • . • •
Aid to refugee students. . • . . . . . • . • . . . . . • . • . • . • . . .

Total

Project description

Settlement in a local i.nstitution (Waiern) ...•...•.....•
Settlement in various local institutions . . . • . . . . . • . . . . .
Settlement in a local institution (Treffen-Villach) •...•...
Settlement in a local ínstítutíon (Innsbruck) . . . . . . . . • . . .
Settlement in a local institution (Vienna) ........•.....
Settlement in a local institution (Vienna) .•.•...•.•.•.•

Total

Housing settlement (Linz) .•.•...•.......•.•.•....
Housing settlement (Vienna II) . • . • . • . • . • . • . • . • . • • • .
Individual housing (all Austria) ..•.•.....•.•.......
Housing settlement (Taxham II) • . • • • . . . • . • • . . • . • . • .
Housing settlement (Graz)•...•...•...••....•...•.
Housing settlement (Villach II) •.•.•.......•.•.•.•.•
Houaíng settlement (Wagram-Paschíng). • . • • • • • • • • • • • •
Aid to high school pupils........•.....•.•...•.•..
Aid to high school pupils. . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . .
Employment counselltng and placement ..•.•.........•
Vocational training ...•.........•.....•........
Vocational training .............•.......•......
Provision of credit facilities .......•..............
Housing settlement (Linz ll) .
Housing settlement (Ried) . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . •
Housing settlement (Wels) ...•...•.•..............
Housing settlement (Schwanenstadt) .
Rehabilitation oí handicapped refugees ......•...•....
Housing settlement (Graz 11) ••••••••••••••••••••••
Vocational training . . . • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Vocational traíníng .....•..•..............•....
Individual housing (all Austrta) .
Housing settlement (Klagenfurt) , ..•.......•.•.•....
Provision of credit facilities .....•.......•.•...•..
Vocational training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . .
Provision of credit facilities ...........•.....•••.•

Total

Permanent solutions
PS/1/FRA
PS/2/FRA

PS/3/FRA
PS/4/FRA

Difficult cases
DC/17/AUS
DC/20/AUS(b)
DC/10/AUS/1956
De/6/AUS/1956
DC/19/AUS
DC/8/AUS/Rev.1

Permanent solutions
PS/7/GER/1956
PS/3/GER/1956
PS/17/GER
PS/20/GER
PS/5/GER/1956

FRANCE

GERMANY

Permanent solutions
PS/2/BEL
PS/3/BEL

BELGIUM

Country and project number

PS/69/AUS
PS/61/AUS
PS/86/AUS(b)
PS/75/AUS
PS/76/AUS
PS/80/AUS
PS/66/AUS
psi46-51/AUS/1955(b)
PS/46-51/AUS/1956
PS/52, 54-58/AUS/1956(b)
PS/24/AUS(b)
PSt25, 31, 33, 36, 37/AUS/1956
PS/1/AUS/1955(e)
PS/83/ADS

. PS/72/AUS
PS/65/AUS
PS/71/AUS
PS/88, ~9, 90/AUS
PS/78/AUS
PS/24/AUS(c)
PS/26-30, 32, 34, 35/AUS(b)
PS/86/AUS(c)
PS/82/AUS
PS!l/AUS/1956(a)
PS/24/AUS(d)
PS/1/AUS/1956(b)
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aprovlslolllll nurnber , pendlng írnplementatíon,

~1
1)
I

;1
"~'-1
:1

45,938
87,750
45,937
62,563
49,438
43,000
62,562
49,437
49,438
49,437
49,438

594,938

28,000

28,000

34,500
9,500
9,500

53,500

9,667
8,000

17,667

21,000
6,000
3,000

68,900
39,000
15,500

2,640
2,640

158,680

16,000
8,000

16,000
8,000

48,000

UNREF
contribution

.!.

Promotion of emigration. . . . • . • . • . • . • . . . • . . . • . . . •
Promotion of emigration. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Promotion of emigration..•.•.•.•.........•.....•
Establishment in crafts and trades .
Establishment in crafts and trades .•.•.•...•........
Establishment in crafts and trades . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Establishment in crafts and trades ...•.•.....•.•....
Establishment in crafts and trades .•.•.•.•.•........

Total

Total

Total

Annuities to aged refugees

Consolidation of economic and social position in urban areas .
Establishment in crafts and trades . • . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . .
Consolidation of economic and social position in urban aren s •
Establishment in crafts and trades .•.•••.....•...•..
Consolidationofeconomic and social positionin urban areas .
Housing for Armenian refugees . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . .
Establishment in crafts and trades •.•.•.•.•.•...•...
Consolidationofeconomic and social position in urban areas •
Consolidation of economic and social position in urban areas .
Consolidation of economic and social position in urban areas .
Consol.idation of economic and social position in urban areas •

Total

Project description

Resettlement loans
Resettlement loans
Resettlement loans

Annuities to aged refugees .........•...........•.
Annuities to aged refugees •...•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•...•
Settlement in various local institutions . • . • . . . • . • . . . . .
Settlement in various local institutions . . . . • . • . . . • . . . .

Total

GREECE

Permanent solutions
PS/4/GRE/1955/Rev.l(d) (part)
PS/3/GRE/1955/Rev.1(d)
psI4/GRE/1955/Rev.1(d) (part)
PS/3/GRE/1956(a)
PS/4/GRE/1956(a)
PS/9/GRE
PS/3/GRE/1956(b)
PS/4/GRE/1956(b)
PS/4/GRE/1956(c)
PS/4/GRE/1956(d)
PS/4/nRE/1956(e)

Permanent solutions
PS/l/ITA/1956(b)
PS/2/ITA/1956(b)
PS/3/ITA/1956(b)
PS/4/ITA/1956(b)
PS/5/ITA/1956(b)
PS/6/ITA/1956(b)
PS/7/ITA/1956(b)
PS/10/ITA(b)

Dimcult cases
DC/ll/GRE

Country and project number

ITALY

PROMOTION OF RESETTLEMENT

PS/2/RES/LATAM
PS/3/RES/LATAM
psI4/RES/LATAM

Total of projects remaining in category C 2,347,654

mfficult cases
DC/12/ITA
DC/13/ITA
DC/9/ITA(b)
DC/10/ITA(b)

DIFFICULT CASES (not included in the aboye countries)

DC/2/IRAN/EURa Settlement in an institution outside Iran.•.•.•.••..•.•.
DC/l/M.-EA/EURa Settlement in an ínstítutíon outside the Middle East •.•...•

Total
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Appendix 11

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM GOVERNMENTS TO UNREF FOR 1956

Peace
$34,864,
in a ca

Contributions received

...!.
Luxembourg.......•.•.....•.•.•. 3,000

aThe contribution by the Government of Brazíl, announced in paragraph
5 of the reporto has \1'Jt been included in the aboye listo pending intor
matíon from the 8razilian Govermnent as to whether it is a contri
bution for 1955 or 1956.
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2,500
115,987
116,823

280,000b

1,147,443

1,150,443Total

Philippines . • . . . • . • . • . • . • . • .
Sweden ..•..••...•...•.•.•.
Switzerland •••...• e •••••••••

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland . • . • • • . • . • . •

The representative of the United States of America
announced that the Executive Branch would probably
ask the United States Congress for a contribution
similar to that for 1955, í.e. 50 per cent of the contri
butions of other Governments up to $1,200,000.

The representative of Denmark indicated that the
amount of the Danish contribution for 1956 was being
actively considered, and that it was hoped ít would be
paid at an early date.

The Office of the High Commissioner has been
informed by the Government of New Zealand that it is
giving serious consideration to its contribution for
1956, and that a pledge can be expected latero

bE100.000. of which E 20.000 is conditional upon the total governmental
contributions reaching $3.250.000.

Contribution
1

160,000
i25,DOO
142,857

23,809
467

96,000
84,000

Country"

Belgium •..••.....•...•.•..
Canada .•...•.•.•...•..•..•
France .•....•••• e •••••••••

Federal Republic of Germany . • . • .
Liechtenstein. . • . • . • . • . . . • . • .
Netherlands•...•...•.•.....•
Norway.•...•.•...•...•.•..

Contributions envisaged

Up to 27 January 1956, official notification had been
received from Governments of their intention to make
contributions to UNREF in 1956 of the amounts stated
below:

Appendix m

REPORT ON THE SECOND SESSION OF THE STANDING PROGRAMME SUB-COMMITTEE
(Geneva, 18 - 20 January 1956)

Introduction

1. The Standing Programme Sub-Committee held
its second sessíon from 18 to 20 January 1956 at the
Palais des Nations, Geneva. The meetings of the
Sub-Committee were held in prtvate,

2. The following Governments members of the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee were repre
sented:

Australia Greece
Austria Italy
Brazil Netherlands
Denmark Switzerland
France United Kingdo'm
Federal Republic of United States of

Germany America

3. The following members of the Executive Com-
mittee were represented by observers:

Belgium
Holy See
Iran

Election of offtceTs

4. The Sub-Commíttee elected its officers as tol
lows:

Chairman: Mr. W.G. Middelrilann (Federal Re
public of Germany)
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Vice-Chairman: Mr. Friis (Denmark)
Rapporteur: Miss A. Lunsingh-Meijer (Nether

lands)

Adoption of the agenda

5. The Standing Programme Sub-Committee adopted
the provisional agenda (A/AC.79/PSC/R.8/Rev.1) as
set out below:
1. Election of officers;
2. Adoption of the agenda;
3, UNREF revised plan of operations (1956) (A/AC. 79/

21 and addenda);
4. Plan of administrative expenditure for 1956 (A/

A/C.79/PSC/R.9);
5. Financial rules for voluntary funds of the High

Commissioner for Refugees (A/AC. 79/PSC/R.10
and Add.1);

6. Repayment of loans granted under UNREF projects
(A/AC.79/PSC/R.11);

7. Statement of accounts of UNREF for 1955 (íncludíng
operational and administrative expenditure) (A/
AC.79/24);

8. Any other business.

General statements

6. The Sub-Committee congratulated the Office of
the High Commissioner on having received the Nobel
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Peace Prize for the year 1954, the value of which,
$34,864, is to be used to solve the problem of refugees
in a camp on the Island of Tinos in Greece.

7. The Sub-Committee learned from the High Corn
missioner that the Governments of Ecuador and Ice
land had ratified the 1951 Convention relatíng to the
Status of Refugees and that, following ratification by
the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany,
the Senate of Berlin West had followed suít,

8. In the course of the discussion, members of the
Committee expressed their satisfaction with the
results achíeved by the Office of the High Commis
sioner. In this connexion the representative of the
Federal Republic of Germany streesed that the refugee
camp population in his country had been reduced by
2,000 persons since the progeamme had begun. Tri
bute was paid to the Government of Greece, which,
faced with an emergency situation during the floods,
had nevertheless not only agreed to contribute again
to the programme, but even to assume a heavier
financial burden with regard to sorne of the projects.

9. The representative oí Brazil informed the Sub
Commíttee that his Government, which had taken in
6,500 refugee immigrants since 1952, was to make
an initial contribution of $15,000 to UNREF. This
contribution was to be paid through the Brazilian
Institute for Colonization and Immigration.

Reviseu plan of operations (1956)

10. The Sub-Committee had before it the revised
plan of operations (1956) (A/AC. 79/21 and Add.L, 2
and 3/Rev.1). In accordance with the terms of reso
lution No. 2 adopted by the Executive Committee at
its first session, the Sub-Committee proceeded to
examine the plan in detaíl, so as to expedite the pro
ceedings of the Executive Committee through appro
priate preparatory work.

11. Detailed inquiries addressed to the High Com
missioner'in respect of actual projects were answered
to the satisfaction of members of the Sub-Committee.
Both questions and answers may be found in the
records of the seventh and eighth meetings of the
Sub-Committee (A/AC. 79/PSC/SR.7 and 8).

12. The Sub-Committee recommended for approval
the introduction to the plan, including the general
principIe whereby the value of unimplemented pro
jects wíthín the plan of operation for 1955, amounting
to $2,211,416, should be taken over into the revised
plan of operatíons (1956), thus bringing the total value
up to $6,611,416. This would bring the combined
target for 1956 up to nearly $6 million, being the
value of projects included in the .revísed plan of
operations (1956) minus the amount of contributions
for 1955 which have become available after the
drawing up of the revised plan.

13. The Sub-Committee went on to consider part 1
of the plan of operations - Analysis of Implementation
o~ the UNREF Plan of Operations for 1955 - which set
forth, country by country and under each heading of
the programme, all the projects in the course of
implementation, to the amount of $2,945,130; and pro
jects which have not yet been implemented and are to
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be taken over into the revised plan of operations
(1956) in the amount of $2,211,416. It accepted the
explanation given by the High Commissioner that it
was necessary to take over this amount of $2,211,416
into the revised plan of operations (1956) if the pos
sibility of achieving the over-all target of$16,OOO,OOO
for governmental contributions, approved by the
General Assembly in accordance with resolution
832 (IX), was to remain open, The achievement of the
target was the counterpart to the acceptance given by
the countries of residence of full responsibility at the
end of the four years' programme for all refugees
who came within its scope,

14. The High Commissioner pointed out that at itR
first .sessíon the Executive Committee had decided
(see paragraph 32 of the report on the first session,
A/290'l/Add.1) that non-governmental contributions,
although to be considered within the Fund, should not
be considered as coming within the approved target.
The take-over of the unimplemented part of the 1955
plan into the revised plan of operations (1956) would
seem to be consistent with that decision.

15. "I'he Sub-Committee noted that the Economic and
Social Council at its twentieth session, and the General
Assembly at its tenth sessíon, hadadoptedresolutions
appealing to Governments to make the necessary
contributions which would enable the approved targets
proposed for 1955 and 1956 to be reached, thereby
makíng it possible for UNHCR to implement the pro
grammes planned for those years.

16. The Sub-Committee took note of the faet that
governmental contributions in 1955 were not far short
of $3 million and that $700,000 had already been
pledged for 1956. In the light of thís information it
decíded to recommend to the Executive Committee
that ít should follow the course of action proposed in
part 1, paragraph 19, of the revised planof operations
(1,956).

17. In considering the projects referred to in part
1, the Sub-Committee learned from the High Com
mísstoner that one of the projects for the settlement
of difficult cases, project DC/16/AUS, had had to be
cancelled and that new arrangements had to be made
with regard to projects for the settlement of difficult
cases in which the participation of the United States
Escapee Programme administration had been en
visaged, as it now appeared more practical for USEP
to negotiate separate agreements for its own eltgíbles ,

18. In connexíon with the Shanghai operation, the
Sub-Committee was informed by the High Commis
sioner that while in July 1955 only eleven exít per
mits had been issued their number had gone up to 245
by December 1955.

19. During the discussion on part II of the revised
plan of operations (19:)6), oontaínínga detaíled descríp
tion of the projects to be submitted to the Executive
Committee for its approval, the representative of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
stated that, while the emphaaía of the programme
should be placed on the emptying of the camps, whích
had been 'particularl! succeseful in Greece, the sub
mission of projects for permanent solutions in Bel-
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Financial rules for voluntary funds

27. The Sub-Committee had before it a memoran
dum submitted by the High Commissioner (A/AC.79/
PSC/R.10) containing a few amendments to the rules
whícfi the Executive Committee had adopted at its
first session, proposed by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations and the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, together with
an amended text of the rules (A/AC.79/PSC/R.10/
Add.I), accepted by the High Commissioner subject
to the approval of the Executive Committee.

28. The Sub-Committee noted that under these rules
provision was made for the High Commissioner to
report to the Executive Committee on the use of trust
funds and recommended that the financial rules, as
amended, should be approved by the Executive Com
mittee.

trative expenditure for 1956 as proposed by the High
Commissioner. Various delegations expressed the
opinion that the increased estimated expenditure as
compared with 1955 was justified in view of the in
creased number of projects in operation. In reply to
a question the High Commissioner declared that he
considered the administrative expenditure providedfor
would be adequate to cover not only the implementa
tíon of the 1956 programme proper but also the
execution of the unimplemented 1955 projects taken
over into the revised plan of operations.

26. Several delegations paid tribute to the High
Commissioner and hís staff for the way in which they
carried out an extensive programme at a modest
administrative costo The Sub-Committee recom
mended that the plan of administrative expenditure
as submitted by the High Commissioner should be
adopted. The delegation of Australia, however, re
served its position until the second session oí the
UNREF Executive Commíttee,

Repayment of loans granted under UNREF Projects

30. The Sub-Committee had before it a memorandum
on the repayment of loans granted under UNREF
projects (A/AC. 79/PSC/R.ll) submitted to it by the
High Commissioner in accordance with the 'decíaíon

,Financial report on the UDited Nations Refugee Fund
for the year 1955

29. The Sub-Committee had before it the financial
report on the United Nations Refugee Fund for the
year 1955 (A/AC.79/24). In considering this report,
the Sub-Committee was informed by the represen
tative of the United Kingdom that since the amount of
$3,250,000 had not been reached by governmental
contrfbutíons, the qffer of matching contributions oí
$56,000 which would have become avaílable if this
amount had been reached, must be considered to have
lapsed, and that a contribution for 1956 was being
envisaged by the United Kingdom Government. The
Sub-Committee took note of the financial report on
the understanding that observations on the report
would be made by the representative of the United
States at the meeting of the Executive Committee
itself.

46

o.

Plan oí administrative expenditure for 1956

25. The Sub-Committee considered document Al
AC.79/PSC/R.9 giving the UNREF plan of adminis-

gium and France for a reduced value applicable to
"ínterrnedíate cases" was now quite satisfactory.

20. The Sub-Cornmíttee had before ít a suggested
order of priority for projects in category B/1956,
Le., those authorized for implementation as funds
become avaílable, with the remaining projects listed
in category C/1956 under country headings. The
suggested order of priority for projects in category
B/1956 had been as far as possible agreed with
countries of residence, in accordance with the principIe
laid down in paragraph 42 (e) ofthe report on the first
session of the Executive Committee.

21. The representative of Austria, supported by the
representative of the United Kingdom, suggested that
a higher priority should be given within category B
to housing projects in Austria, which still had the
largest number of refugees in camps. The represen
tative of the United States of America made the sug
gestion, which was agreed to by the representative of
France, that projects nos. PS/5/FRA and PS/6/FRA
for permanent solutions in France should be ínter-e
changed with project PS/1/FRA in the order of priority.
The representative of the Federal Republic of Ger
many proposed that a certain number of housing pro
jects for Germany, listed in category C, should take
the place of counselling and vocational training pro
jects suggested for category B since funds earmarked
for matching by building societies could not be
reserved beyond 1 May 1956. It was also proposed
that high priority should be given to a project for the
settlement of difficult cases in Austria (DC/2/AUS (d)
- Settlement in Hellbrunn).

22. The Sub-Committee noted the appeal made by
the High Commissioner in connexion with the chron
ically sick and physically handicapped casesrequírtng
constant medical care, to whom reférence was made
in paragraph 338 of the revised plan of operations
(1956).

23. The Sub-Committee noted in thís connexion that
funds were Hkely to be available early in the year for
the ímplementatíon of all projects suggested for
category B. It recommended for approval the total
amount suggested for category B in documents A/
AC.79/21 and Add.3/Rev.1. It decided to note in the
report the various suggestions made and to transmit
to the Executive Committee for its consideration the
list of priorities as presented in the revísed plan of
operations (1956) (A/AC.79/21) supplemented by
Add.3/Rev.1.

24. In connexion with the problem of refugees
within the mandate of the High Commissioner in the
Middle East, the representatíve of the United States
inquired whether permanent solutions could be devised
for refugees in that area. The High Commissioner
replied that this problem was being considered by
his Office and that a paper could be prepared whíeh,
in view of the shortness of time available, might
perhaps be presented to the Executive Committee
itself. The Sub-Committee agreed with this proposal.
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ANNEX II

130riginally issued in rnirneographedforrn as docurnentA/AC.79/41. Transrnitted to the General
Assernbly in accordance with paragraph 6 of Economíc and Social Council resolutíon 565 (IX)
of 31 March 1955.
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REPORT ON THE rnmn SESSION OF THE
STANDING PPOGRAMME SUB-COMMITTEE

(item 3)

. 7. ,!,be Exeeutíve Committee expressed its apprecia
tíon ~~r the preparatory work accomplished by the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee and for its ex
cellent report (A/AC. 79/39). The Committee con
sidered the various sectíons of this report in con
junction with the relevant items of its agenda, and
took note of the report at its 24th meeting, the
representatives of tb.e United States of America ano
the Holy See feeling unable to agree with all that
was stated in paragraph 12.

in view of the close relationship between item 12 and
ítems 8 and 9 the first item could be brought up for
discussion at tbe same time as items 8 and 9, should
the need arise:

1. Election of officers;
2. Adoption of the agenda;
3. Report on the third session of the Standing Pro-

gramme Sub-Committee (A/AC.79/39); .
4. UNREF progress report for the period up to 1

April 1956 (A/AC.79/36 and Add.1);
5. Financial statements of the United Nations Refu

gee Fund for the year 1955 and the report of the
Board of Auditors thereon (A/AC.79/33);

6. Financial statements of the United Nations Refu
gee Fund for the period 1 January 1956 - 30 April
1956 (A/AC.79/34);

7. Negotiation of short-term loans to finance the
initiation of 1956 projects pending reeeipt of con
tributions (A/AC.79/35);

8. Survey on the number and situation of refugees
living in unofficial camps in Austria (A/AC.79/
38);

9. New and revised projects and adjustment of prt
orttíes for the revised plan of operations (1956)
(A/AC.79/32 Add.l and Add.2);

10. Plan of administrative expenditure for 1956
supplementary estímate;

11. Tentative target and country allocations for the
revised plan of operations (1957) (A/AC.79/31
and Add.1);

12. Memorandum on the eligibility of certaín cate
goríes of refugees of German ethnic origin in
Austria (item submitted to the Committee in its
advisory capacity) (A/AC.79/37 and Add.1);

13. Any other business.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

8. In his introductory remarks the Chairman drew
spe ':líal attention 10 two important poíxts, which called
for action by the Committee. Firstly, ít was necee
sary to speed up the implementation of the UNREF
programme, and to pay attention to the fact that so
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Iran
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Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ire
land

United States of America

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

5. In the interest of continuity, the majority of the
Committee agreed oa the principIe whereby officers
of the Committee would be maíntaíned in their func
tíons throughout the year in which they had been
elected, it beíng understood that the rotation system
would be observed on an annual basis. The Committee
accordingly re-elected 'che following Officers for the
current session:

ChaIrman: Mr. C. L. Patijn (Netherlands)
Vice-Chairman: Dame May Curwen (United Kingdom

of GreatlBritain and Northern Ireland'
Rapporteur: Dr. L. Gonzalez Barros (Colombia)

INTRODUCTION

1. The UNREF Executive Committee held its third
session from 28 May to 1 June 1956 at the Palaís des
Nations, Geneva.

2. The Governments of the following States mem
bers of the Executive Committee were represented:

The Government of Venezuela was not represented.
The Governments of Canada and Sweden were repre
sented by observers, as was the Sovereign Order of
Malta. .

3. The International Labour Organisation the Coun
cíl of Europe and the Inter-Governmental Commíttee
for European Migration were also represented by
observers.

REPORT OF THE UNREF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
(Third session - Geneva, 28 May to 1 June 1956)

OPENING OF THE SESSION

4. The session was opened by Mr. C. L. Patijn
(Netherlands), Chairman of the second session of the
Executive Committee. In the absence oí the Director
of the European Office, Mr. Coidan, on behalf of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, welcomed
the representatives and wished them success in the
important task they would have to perform.

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Colombia
Denmark
Federal Repubhc

of Germany
J France

Greece
Holy See

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

6. The Committee adopted the revised provisional
agenda, as set out below, with the understandíng that

[ti'



often refugees were living in false hopes of emigra
tion overseas. There were other hampering factors
such as difficulties in the carrying out of the building
programme and a certain apathy among refugees
who had been living in camps for a very long time.
Secondly, ít was necessary to take stock of the con
sequences arising from the failure so far to reach
the targets for governmental contributions for 1955
and 1956.

9. The United States representative informed the
Committee that the Government of the United States
had decided to make a special contribution to UNREF
of $194,000, to be used primarily for the solution of
the problem of handicapped refugees and difficult
cases among foreign refugees in Austria. He ex
pressed the hope that appropriate supporting con
tributions would be made from Austrian sources for
the projects to be financed from that special con
tribution.

10. He also informed the Committee that hís Govern
ment was simultaneously makíng an additional con
tribution of $250,000 to the Inter-Governmental Com
mittee for European Migration, to be used for a
special resettlement programroe for foreign refugees
in Austria.

11. In announcing these contributions, the United
States representative stressed the deep concern felt
by his Government and the people of the United States
in the tragic human problems resulting from systems
of political and religious persecutíon.

12. Referring to the efforts made by the Govern
ments of countries of origin of refugees to promote
"voluntary repatriation" of refugees by threats and
intimidation, the representative of the Uníted States
pointed out that the Executive Committee looked to
the High Commissioner to protect refugees against
such efforts and expressed his conviction that the
High Commissioner would contínue to exercise the
utmost vigilance in thís respecto

13. The Government of the United States consídered
that programmes for local integration and for over
seas resettlement were both important methods in
solvíng the problem of refugees, and it hadconfidence
in the High Commissioner's ability toacbieve these
solutions through the UNREF programme, provided
he received adequate governmental support.

14. In expressing bis Government's gratitude for
thís generous contrtbutíon from the United States,
the representative of Austria assured the Comroittee
that the Austrian Government would continue to do
everything in its power to find parrnanent solutíons
for refugees in Austria. He poínted out that, in
granting asylum to all persons entering Austria in
their search for freedom, bis Government was going
beyond the prtncíples of the United Nations Declara
tion of Human Rights and the 1951 Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees, to wbich it faithfully adhered,
His country, however, was stfll suffering from the
effects of the Second World War and was unable to
cope with the considerable number of refugees still
remaíníng in Austria: 150,000 were officially reg
istered, 20 per cent oí whom were foreign refugees.
Since 1945, 230,000 refugees had been naturalized,
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including 42,000 foreign refugees. Furthermore, the
influx of new refugees - 800 in the first four roonths
of 1956, as compared with 400 during the same period
in 1955 - might well amount to 5,000 throughout the
year if travel restrictions were lifted in certain coun
tries of origino

15. The number of difficult cases 1 l. íng in camps
on social welfare - sorne 10,000 - W.LS continuously
increasing. Oll1y a very small proportion of these
had been resettled and bis Government hoped that
those remaining would be distrfbuted among the
countries of the free world in proportion to their
capacity to absorb them and regardless oí' physical
disabilities. Hís Government would welcome any
efforts towards the resettlement of díffíeult cases
outside Austria.

16. 'I'h.s representative of Austria wished te make
it clear that bis Government did not discriminate
agaínst foreign refugees, although it should be pointed
out that certain ethnic groups were difficult to as
similate in Austria. However, the Austrian Govern
ment had decided to give to any refugee, whether he
be Volksdeutsche or foreign-speaking, who could not
be resettled outside Austria, all facilities for integra-
tíon, .

17. The High Commissioner expressed deep grat
itude for the additional contribution of $194,000 an
nounced by the representative of the United States and
informed the Committee that additional projects for
refugees in Austria would be submitted for its ap
proval accordingly.

18. He specially welcomed the assurance given by
the representative of Austria, on behalf of his Govern
ment, to the effect that all refugees who could not be
resettled outside Austria would be assisted by the
Austrian Government in their integration in that coun
try, This was the more important since emigration
statistics for 1955 showed that only a limited number
of refugees had been moved from Austria under the
auspíces of the Inter-Governmental Committee for
European Migration.

19. With regard to the problem of difficult cases in
Austria, the High Commissioner explained that, after
many years of camp Iífe, the difficult cases had become
apathetic and indifferent to discomfort and were often
hesítant to accept the solutions offered to them, In the
course of subsequent díscusstons on thís matter, the
Hígh Commissioner pointed out that difficult cases
could not always be selected quicIdy for settlement in
institutions beeause of their reluctance to change their
way of living.

20. In this connexion the High Commissioner em
phasized that, if the reduction of the number of refu
gees living in the camps were to be carried out,
special measures would have to be taken in consultation
with the Governments of countries of residence of the
refugees to elose partíoular camps on specific dates,
thereby encouraging the refugees to avail themselves
of the permanent solutíons offered to them under the
UNRF.F programme.

21. In the course of the general discussions wbich
took place under various items throughout the sessíon,
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1 discussions which
oughout the session,

and in particular at the 24th meeting, members oí
the Executive Committee generally supported the
point o~ view expressed by the High Commissioner and
íormulated in the resolution on the speeding up oí the
closure oí camps, which had been recommended to
the Executive Committee by the Standing Programme
Sub-Committee in the report on its third session (A/
AC.79/39, para.16) and subsequently amended by the
draft resolution proposed by the Australiandelegation
at the 24th meeting (A/AC.79/L.ll).

22. Dr. Elfan Rees, representing the Commission
oí the Churches on International Affairs, paid tribute
to the work being carried out by UNHCR on behalf oí
refugees and expressed the Commission's especial
appreciation oí the way in whích the High Commis
síoner had resisted pressure exerted at the tenth
sesston oí the General Assembly by the Gover'nments
oí countries oí origin to bring about the repatriation
oí refugees.

23. He welcomed the proposal beíorethe Committee
for the speeding up oí the closure oí camps, either
through resettlement or through the integration oí the
refugee ínmates. He pointed out, in this connexion,
that the voluntary agencies did in fact place the two

J solutions on an equal footíng and did not encourage
refugees in one direction more than in another. The
experience of the voluntary agencies had shown that
the refugees still clung to the solutíon oí emigration
and were reluetant to choose any other solution. He
assured the Committee, however, thatinfurtheryears
of the programme the agencies. would be at least as
concerned with the integration of the refugees as with
their resettlement.

24. In the course of the ensuing discussion on the
draft resolution submitted to the Committee by the
Australian delegatíon, most members of the Com
mittee agreed that, while no pressure should be put
on refugees to opt for one solutíon rather than íor
another, it would be in their best interest that they
should be helped realistically to assess their oppor
tunities íor resettlement and te acquaint themselves
with the opportunítíes that could be gíven them under
projects in the UNREF programme.

25. With reíerence 10 the fífth paragraph oí the
resolution, the Committee agreed it was essential to
obtain a realistic appreciation oí the number oí refu
gees desiring resettlement and qualifying for accept
ance by immigration countries. In this connexion mem
bers of the Committee supported the suggestion made
by the representative oí Brazil that, ií the return
clause oí refugee travel documente were oí a sufficient
ly long period oí validity, the immigration countries
would more easily accept refugees.

26. The representatíve oí Turkey, while agreeíng
with the first and last paragraphs oí the resolution,
which were in accord with the prtneíple that emphasis
should be plaeed on the closing oí campa, opposed
the príncíples expressed in the other parts ofthe text,
in that it was inappropriate, in his opíníon, to ínter
fere wji:'l) the refugee's freedom to aim at the type of
solution he preíerred, such intederence being contrary
to the principIes oí the Uníted Nations in general and,
more especially to the principIe oí balance between
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the three types oí permanent solutíon, adoptad by the
General Assembly. The High Commissioner pointed
out that there was no question oí impairing the freedom
oí choice oí a refugee but only oí a realistic approach
to the various solutions, emigration in many cases
being ímpossíble.

27. The resolution, as amended to take into ac
count the proposals made during the debate, was
adopted by the Committee, after a vote had been taken
on each paragraph, The representative oí Turkey
cast an opposíng vote on the third and sixth para
graphs, the text oí which is reproduced below:

"Resolution No. 3

"The UNREF Executive Committee,

"Having examined the progress so far made under
the UNR~F pr~gramme in finding permanent solu
ttonsfor the refugees stillliving Íll ~amps,

"Noting with satisíaction the collaboration wbich
has been established between the Governments oíthe
countrtes oí residence, the Office oí the Uníted
Natíons High Commissioner for Refugees and the
voluntary agencies working in thís programme,

"Noting that substantial numbers oí refugees have
Ill-founded hopes of overseas resettlement and are
consequently reluctant to leave camps in order to
take advantage oí íntegratíon projects being imple
mented by UNHCR,

"Desiring to expedite the UNREF prograrome,

"Expresses the hope that all agencies working on
behalf oí refugees will continue to bear in mind the
'ímportance oí establtshíng without delay in each case
what ar.e the practical prospects oí refugees beíng
resettled overseas within a reasonable period oí
time, with a view to obtaíníng a realistic apprecia
tion oí the numbers oí such refugees;

"Urges Governments and the voluntary agencies to
continue to give their full co-operatíon to the Office
oí the High Commissioner in its efforts to help
those refugees who have little or no change oí "ver
seas resettlement to find acceptable opportuníttes
within the projects approved by the UNREF Execu.
tive Committee;

"Reguests the High Commissioner to consult with
the Governments oí the countries oí residence on
the addítíonal measures required duringthe remaín
ing period oí tbe UNREF programme to promote a
systematic closure oí the camps and at the same
time find adequate solutions íor their inmates."

REPORT BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ON
HIS VISIT TO LATIN AMERICA

28. At the request of the Committee, 'Che High Com
missioner gave a brief outline ofhis recent six weeks'
visit to níne Latín American countries: Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Domíñíean Republíc, Ecua
dor, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. The High Com
missioner expressed bis gratitude íor the warm
welcome he had received in all these countries and
for the keen interest shown by their Governments in
the problems oí refugees within his mandate.
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29. The three main objects of his visit were to
secure further accessions to the 1951 Convention
relatlng to the Status of Refugees; to obtain further
contributions to UNREF; and to investigate the pos
sibility of further limited numbers of refugee families
at present in camps being admitted to these eoun
tries as immigrants.

30. With regard to the. first oí these aims, so far
Ecuador was the cniy State wbich had ratified the
Conventíon; Chile hoped to be able to ratify the Con
vention shortly and Uruguay was giving considera
tion to its ratification.

31. As regards contributions to UNREF, three had
already been paid 01' announced: those of Colombia,
$10,000j the Dominican Republic, $5,000; and Brazil,
$15,000. The Government of Venezuera announcedthat
it would make a contribution to UNREF during 1956,
the amount to be notified later. The inatter of con
tributions was under consideration in other of -the
Latin American countríes visited.

32. With regard to the admission of refugees, the
High Commissioner expressed his appreciation of the
willingness of Latín American countrtes to accept
refugee families at present in camps in Europe, but
he feIt that this resettlement should be encouraged
only in cases where there was a real possibility of
the refugees establishing themselves satisfactorily;
great care must be taken that appropriate refugee
families were selected. He did not believe it realistic
to consider the possibility of very high figures for
refugee immigration during the coming years. He
mentioned ten to fifty families per country par year
as a possible figure.

33. One of tbe elements in the success ofthe reset
tlement of refugees was the arrangements made for
their reception. While there were adequate agencies
ready to do this work, sufficient funds were lacking.

34. The High Commissioner made a special plea to
European countries with refugee camp populatíons in
negotiating bilateral agreements for the emigration
of their nationals to Latin American countries, to
agree to tbe ínolusíon in such agreements of a certain
proportion of refugees from the camps. Without such
provisions, it was difficult for refugees to obtain
adequate priority in immigration schemes.

35. He had received assurances that, in accordance
witb the recommendation in General Assembly resolu
tion 832 (IX~, a favourable attitude would be adopted,
in the selection of refugee immigrants to LatinAmer
ica, towards tbe reuniting of families of whom one 01'

more members had already been admitted.

36. He expressed his gratitude to the representatives
of tbe Holy See in the various Latín American coun
tries which he bad visited for the most valuable help
wbich they bad given bim in his mission, and stated
tbat tbe initiative of tbe Holy See in ratifying tbe
Convention on tbe Status of Refugees bad made a great
impression in the various Latin American countríes.

UNREF PROGRESS REPORT (item 4)

37. The Committee considered tbe progress report
on the implementation of the UNREF programme up
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to 1 April 1956 (A/AC.79/36) and the addendum su
mitted to it by the High Commissioner. The repor
contained an account, broken down by country an
programme, of the projects implemented under th
UNREF programme, together with an indication ofth
number of refugees who had so far benefited.

38. In the course of the discussion, various request
for further information concerníng specific project
were made. The answers to these inquiries will b
found in the summary record of the 20th meeting o
the Executive Committee.

39. The Executive Committee expressed its ap
preciation of the most informative way in which th
report had be en prepared.

40. The representative of Turkey considered that
pursuant to paragraph 42(f) of the reportofthe Execu
tive Committee on its first session, 14 the repor
should have contained more detailed information o
the number of refugees in camps who had benefite
under each heading of the programme, as well as o
the reduction in the ean.p population brought abou
through the implementation of the UNREF projects
Havíng come to the conclusion that up to the presen
time only about half ofthe beneficiaries ofthe project
came from the camps, the representative stated that
in his opinion, the objectives of General Assembl
resolution 832 A (IX) were not being meto He explaíne
that, apart from emergency assístance and assistanc
to difficult cases, the Assembly had placed the 13m
phasis on the camp population for the very reaso
that in the four years' period in which the programm
was to be carried out permanent solutions could no
be found for all refugees requiring them, and he wa
afraid that, by not abicling by the wish expressed b
the Assembiy, it would not be pcssíble to complet
the programme before the expiry of the High Com
missioner's mandate.

41. The High Commissioner informed the Com
mittee that, up to 1 April1956, 2,968 refugees in camps
had benefited from the UNREF programme; he ex
plained tbat refugees living outside camps were not
always in a better position than those livingin camps,
In order to carry out economically viable projects i
was sometimes necessary to include refugees livin
out of camps, as for instance in the case of the pro
jects for counselling. He emphasized, however, tha
wberever possible priority was given to refugee
living in campa.

42. Witb regard to the íntentíon of tbe General As
sembly in adopting resolution 832 A (IX), members o
the Committee agreed with the High Commissione
that tbe reduction of the eamp population was the maí
but not the exclusive purpose of tbe programme.

43. In connexion with the closure of campa, th
representative of Greece informed tbe Committe
tbat the camp of Actaion had already been closed,
tbat the camp of Hadjikiriakion would shortly be closed
and that it was hoped that all refugee camps in Greece
would be closed by the end of 1957. He informe

140fficial Records oi the General A!,3Semb1y, Tenth Session, Suppl
ment No.U annex (document A/2902,'Add.1)
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the CcmIilittee that each refugee leaving camp was
paid an instailation grant of $85 by the Greek Govern
ment and that these refugees retained first priority
for UNREF projects for permanent solutlons,

44. In the course of the consideration oí the report,
special appreciation was expressed for the rroJect
for establishment in agriculture near ViglainGreece,
for the project for establishment in crafts and trades
in that country, and for the project for the transfer
of a vocational training school from Trieste to the
camp at Capus.

45. The representative of the Federal Republic of
Germany pointed out that the sectíon of the report
concerning permanent solutions in Germany (section
I - D) gives a too optimistic view of the economic and
social development in that country. The representa
tive recalled, in thís connexion, that there were still
380,000 German refugees living in camps in Germany
for whom housing was requí red, He informed the
Committee, in this connexíon, that 5,000 refugees
within the mandate of UNHCR in Germany had been
íncluded in tbe internal "resettlement programme"
which had been established for some 100,000 refugees
at a cost of DM 143,000,000.

J 46. In connexion with the difficulties encountered
in the implementation of the project for a pre-selec
tion counselling service in Greece (project psi
7/GRE/1955, para. 121) the Committee noted the two
courses of action suggested by the High Commissioner:
that the supervísíon of the work should be entrusted
to one particular agency 01' be the direct responsí
bility of the UNHCR. The Committee noted that the
second alternative was favoured by the representa
tive of Greece, and approved the suggestion that the
final decision in this matter should be taken by
UNHCR in agreement with the Greek Government.

47. In answer to a question put by the representa
tíve of the United states concerning the type of serv
ices to be provided in countries of resettlement
under project PS/l - 3/ITA/1955 for the promotion
of emigration, the High Commissioner explained that
two types of services - vocational training and as
sistance in placement - were envisaged under tbis
project. Vocational training could, in his opinion, if
carried out in the country of resettlement, be much
more effeetíve, The Inter-Governmental Committee
for European Migration provided some of the ad
ministrative costs of the reception of refugees and
part of the transportation costs, but there was no
assistance from international sources to cover the
cost of first establishment of refugees in countries
of their resettlement except in the case of eligibles
under the United States Escapee Programme. During
bis recent visit to Latín America he had particularly
noticed this gap. If it could be filled, it would make
resettlement in Latin American countries more at
tractive to refugees.

48. The Committee endorsed the recommendatíons
made by the Sub-Committee in paragraphs 21 and 23
of íts report concerning the emphasis to be placed on
counselling. It further approved the suggestíon that
procedures should be as flexible as possible for the
negotiation of agreements between UNHCR and the
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various agencies and that unnecessary formalities
should be avoíded,

49. The Executive Committee decided to take note
of the progress reporto

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS REFUGEE FUND FOR THE YEAR

1955 AND THE REPORT OF THE BOARD
OF AUDITORS THEREON (item 5)

50. The Committee considered the financial state
ments of the United Nations Refugee Fund for the
year 1955 and the report of the Board of Auditors
thereon (A/AC.79/33).

51. In reply to a questíon, the High Commissioner
specified that the total number of the staff of his Of
fice, including professional and general service cate
gories whose salaries were borne by the United Na
tions budget, was 107 at Headquarters and in the
Branch Offices, and the total number of staff at Head
quarters and in the Branch Offices paid from the
UNREF administrative budget was 28.

52. The Committee was informed that of the con
tributions, totalling $1,213,857 (schedule A to A/AC.
79/33), pledged by Governments during 1955, but not
received as at :n December 1955, the amount of
$963,857 had been paid. The remaining $250,000,
representíng $56,000 matching contribution pledged
by the United Kingdom and $194,000 matching con
tribution pledged by the Uníted States, were not pay
able, as the stipulated total governmental contribu
tions had not been reached. A reserve for thís short
fall had been made in the statement of financial opera
tions for the year ending 31 December 1955.

lI3. Attention was drawn to the fact that the special
contribution oí $194,000, representíng the unpaid
balance of the 1955 pledge ofthe UnitedStates Govern
ment, was now being made for the purpose of as
sisting difficult cases and handicapped refugees among
the foreign refugee population in Austria.

54. One representative expressed the view that the
principIe of matching contributions was not satísfac
tory. He felt it did not act as a stimulus to other Gov
ernments to increase their contributions, but merely
limited the contribution of the Government ímposíng
the matching conditions. He suggested that a formula
should be applied under which sueh parts of govern
mental contributions as exceeded the proportionate
share in the. UNREF programme according te the
Uníted Nations contribution scale would be subject to
matching conditions.

55. T'he representative of the United States pointed
out that bis Government was trying to liberalize as
far as possible its interpretation of the matching
formula, and was considering including as govern
mental contributions, in Its estímate of contributions
which could be matched, the contributions made by
Governmerts in aeceptíng difficult cases for care in
institutions in their countries.

56. The wísh was expressed that financial statements
should, as far as poasíble, be submítted to the-Com
mittee sufficiently in advance of sessions to allow
adequate time for study. The secretariat took note of
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this request, pointing out that earlier submission of
the document in question had not be en possible, since
the Board of Auditors did not mees until April.

57. The representative of France drew attention to
the fact that nowhere in the accounts for 1955 or the
first four months of 19R6 were the pledges made by
Governments during 1955, but paid in 1956, shown
specifically. Although the fact that these contríbutíons
had been paid was specified in paragraph 31 of the
report on the third sesston ofthe Standing Programme
Sub-Committee, he asked if a clearer presentation
could not be adopted in future accounts of afl paym.ents,
pledges and promises .

58. The Committee adopted the financial statements
of the United Nations Refugee Fund for the year 1955
and took note of the report of the Board of Auditors
thereon.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS REFUGEE FUND FOR THE PERIOD

1 JANUARY 1956 - 30 APRl:L 1956 (item 6)

59. The Commíttee had before it document A!AC.
79/34, givíng the accounts of the United Nations Refu
gee Fund for the first four months of 1956.

60. The representative of Belgium announced that
instructions had been gíven for the paymentto UNREF
oí the $160,000 which was the Belgian contrfbutíon
íor 1956, and that parliamentary approval was being
sought for a further appropriation o( $40, 000. It was
hoped that a similar contrfbutíon of $200,000 could be
made for 1957.

61. In reply to a question by the representatíve of
Norway, the Committee was informed by the High
Commissioner that a reserve had been made for the
total amount of loans to be recovered ($771,146.16),
since under most projects loans were not repayable
within the period of operation of the UNREF pro
gramme,

62. The representative of the United States drew
attention to the fact that arrangem.ents would ac
cordingly need to be made before the expiry of the
programme for the repayment of Ioans aíterthatdate.

63. The financial statements of the United Nations
Refugee Fund for the period 1 January 1956 - 30
April1956 were adopted by the Commíttee,

NEGOTIATION OF SHORT-TERM LOANS TO
FINANCE THE INITIATION OF 1956 PROJECTS

PENDING RECEIPT OF CONTRmUTION~

(item 7)

64. The Committee considered documenz A/AC.
79/35 contaíníng twc proposals for the amendment
of the financial rules (A/AC.79/10/Rev.1). The High
Commissioner pointed out that the delays in the pay
ment of government contributions which had been
offic1ally pledged or pronrísed resulted in a serious
delay in the implementation of approved projects,
He stressed the anomalous situation which had been
created by the operation of rule 8.1 whereby, although
there were considerable funds as yet unexpended in
the Fund, he was 110t able to start the implementation
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of approved projects. The object of the
amendments to rule 8.1 and rule 3 was to e
implementation oí the programme to be acc
pending the receípt of contributions which
pledged or promised.

65. The Committee first discussed the
outlined in paragraph 7 of document A/AC.79
gesting that the High Commissioner should b
ized to incur commitments for projects agains
contributions, provided that the full obligat
curred did not exceed the total amou:at of the
contributions.

66. The representative of the UnitedKingdo
that her Government could only approve the su
to the extent that commitments for projects t
curred against pledged contributions were li
50 per cent of the total amount oí the latter ,

67. It was suggested that a definition of a
contribution might be included in the propo
dition to rule 8.1 of the financial rules. The f
text oí the addition to rule 8.1 was adopted:

" ... except that the High Commissioner m
initial commitments for projects against c
tions pledged in accordance with appropri
stitutional processes, províded that the full
tions incurred against such contributions
exceed the total amount oí the latter,"

68. The Committee adopted the proposal fo
dition to rule 8.1 as aboye, with the repres
of the United Kingdom opposíng and the repres
of Turkey abstaining.

69. The High Commissioner suggested t
second proposal for an addendum to rule 3
to the incurring of commitments against contri
which were promised, contained in paragraj
document A/AC.79/35, had two separate parts
filst place authorization was sought to obtain g
tees to cover loans which might be raised
amount not to exceed governmental contrfbutíom
had been promísed. In the second place, guar
migbt be obtaíned tú cover the use of funds
in the United Nations Refugee Fund although
committed to projects which had been started
extent to which additional government contri
had been promised and there was a real expe
that they would be received. The authorizatio
Committee was required for him to seek gua
of the kind suggested and also to seek loans.

70. Several representatives expressed doub
the possibility of the High Commissioner ob
such guarantees. Other representatives stat
they would not be against authorizing the High
missioner to seek guarantees but that their
ments would not be in a posítíon . to provid
guarantees. The representatíve of Switzerland
ever, gave as an example the fact that his Gove
had offered to furnish a guarantee for the
which it proposed to contribute in 1957.

71. The Committee adopted the ñrst part
proposed amendment to rule 3, designed to aut
the High Commissioner to seek Ioans to the a
that contributions had been promised, provide
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he obtaíned &1 unconditional guarantee of repayment,
with the representatives of the United Kíngdon- and
the U11Úted States opposing. The Committee also
adopted the second part of that proposal with one
member opposing (United Kíngdom) and two abstaín
íng (Turkey and the United States).

72. It was understood that the two proposals approved
by the Committee for amendments to the financial
rules would be submitted to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, whose agreement was necessary
befare such amendments could be put into force. It
was stated that the attention of the Secretary-General
had already been drawn to the propcsed amendments
to the financial rules.

SURVEY ON THE NUMBER AND SITUATION OF
REFUGEES LMNG IN UNOFFICIAL CAMPS

IN AUSTRIA (item 8)

73. The Committee had before it dooument A/AC.
79/38, consíatíng of a report on the number and situa
tíon of refugees living in unofficial campa in Austria
submítted to the High Commissioner by Dr. Th, van

-Hout, together with an introductory note by the High
Commissioner.

74. The High Commissioner, in presenting the
report, recalled that the survey had been requested
by the Executive Commíttee at its second sessíon, He
paid tribute to Dr. Idenburg, Director of the Nether
lands Central Bureau oí Statistics, who had given
advice concerning the method by wbich the survey
should be carried out, and to Dr. van Hout, under
whose direction the survey was carried out, as well
as all those who had collaborated in the survey, He
expressed his gratitude to the Austrian authorities
for the valuable co-operatíon they had given in this
work,

75. The basíc figures of the repcrt were sum
marized in paragraph 4 of his introductory note,
from which it would be seen that there were 390
unofficial camps in Austria with a population of ap
proximately 42,500 persons, of whom only 8,335 were
refugees. Of that number, approximately 90 per cent
were of German ethnic origin and 10 per cent foreign
refugees.

76. The representative of Austria weloomed the
survey, which provided valuable information bitherto
lacking to the Austrian authórities. He paid tribute to
the bigh quality oí the statistical material contained
in the report, and was happy that the Austrian au
thorities had been able to co-operate in its prepara
tion.

77. He drew special attention to the conclusion that
the social down-gradíng among the Zoreign-speaking
refugees was greater than among Volksdeutsche refu
ge .s in the unofficial camps, and that the percentage
of foreign-speaking refugees who desired to emigrate
was bigher than the pércentage of Volksdeutsche.

78. The High Commissioner considered that one
of the findings of the survey merited particular at
tention: one-third of the refugees liv~ng in the un
official camps were under twenty years of age, wbile
two-tbirds were under forty-four years old. It was·
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obvíous that a very large proportion of the unofficial
camp ínmates, and certainly also of t1e refugees in
Federal campa, were by no means to be considered
difficult cases but still young enough to make a valu
able contribution to the society in wbich they Iíved.

79. The High Commissioner informed the Executive
Committee that the cost of the survey, for wbich
$25,000 had been earmarked, had in fact amounted to
approximately $16,000.

80. The Committee took note of the report, and
expressed the wish that it should be given wide círcu
lation, so that it should be available for the use of
all those interested in the problem of reiugees in
Austria.

NEW AND REVISED PROJECTS AND ADJUST
MENT OF PRIORITThS FOR THE REVISED

PLAN OF OPERATIONS (1956) (item 9)

81. The Committee considered the report of the
High Commissioner (AlAC. 79/32 and Add.1) which
íncluded new and revised projects and an extended
list of priorities subrnítted for its approval, The
Committee also had berare itAIAC.79/32/Add.2 wbich

.eontaíned new projects, to be financed out of the
special contribution of $194,000 announced by the
United States Government, and a propos-u list of
priorities for these projects.

82. In the course of the discussion various requests
for information concerning specific projects were
made. The answers to these inquiries will be fcund
in the summary record of the 22nd Meeting oí the
Executive Committee.

83. Several representatives expressed the opinion
that a bigher priority should be given to certain pro
[ects for Greece. The High Commissioner explaíned,
however, that as a resultofthe difficulties experienced
in Implementíng the project for a. pre-selection coun
selling service, delays had occurred in the imple
mentation of other projects in Greece, and that he
consequently felt that it would not be wise to alter
the list of pricrities at tbis stage , The Committee
agreed to a proposal made by the representatíve of
Germany that the High Commissioner should consult
the members of the Standing Programme Sub-Com
mittee in writing if he felt that the rate of imple
mentation of projects already approved justified a
a bigher priority beíng given to other projects for
refugees in Greece. Furthermore, the High Com
missioner agreed to take ínto account the proposals
made for a higher priority for Greek projects in pre
paring the revised plan of operations (1957).

84. The High Commissioner announced that pro
ject PS/12/ITA would have to be withdrawn, owing
to the fact that certain supporting contributions would
not be forthcoming.

85. In connexion with project PS/ll/ITA, wbich
provides for a contribution of $24,000 from UNREF
towards the building and equipment of a training cen
tre for the rehabilitation of post-tubercular patients
at the sanatorium of Garbagnate, near Milan, the
representative of Italy referred to the reservations
he had made during the discussion of tbis project in
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from category C to category B, together with the
project for additional funds for credit facilities which
would, however, be reduced to $25,000.

91. Subject to this change, the Committee agreed to
the projects and proposals for the readjustment of
priorities contained in document A/AC.79/32/Add.2,
thereby deciding that the projects which would be
ñnanced from the specíal United States oontr-íbutíon
would be listed in category A/1956.

94. The Committee approved the new and revised
projects contained in document A/AC. 79/32 and also
the revised lists of priorities, subject 10 the modifica
tions whicb had been proposed in the course of tts
diseussions and those of tbe Standing Programme Sub
Committee (c.f. annex 1). It also approved the sug
gestion made by the High Commissioner in paragraph
71 of the doeument that he should be authorized to
consult the members of the Standing Prograrnme Sub
Committee in writing, if funds became available which
would justify a transfer of additional projects from
category C/1956/Rev.1 10 category B/1956/Rev.1.
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92. In considering the estimated UNREF income
for 1956, set out in annex 1 to document A/AC. 79/31,
the Chairman suggested that the Committee should
seriously study the implications for the UNREF pro
gramme of the considerable shortfalls in reachingthe
targets for governmental contributions for 1955 and
1956. Thé High Commissioner recalled that, at ths
time the General Assembly had approved the target
cf $16,000,000 for a programme covermg four years,
it had been anticipated that there would be no clifficulty
in collectíng governmental contributions. This, un
fortunately, had not proved to be the case. He pointed
out that he had constantly drawn the attention of the
Governments of Members to thís situation. In 1955
only $2,653,697 had been .receíved from Governments,
which had resulted in a shortfall of $1,546,303. He
felt that there was no hope of collecting more than
50 to 60 per cent of the combined target of $5,946,303
for 1956. In view of thís, it would be unrealistic to
think that the objectives of the UNREF programme
could be achieved within four years. The High Com
missioner went on to say that he had tried by every
possible means to obtain funds from private sources.

.¡hese efforts had met with remarkable success in
certain eountries, for instance in the Netherlands,
but he doubted that it would be possíble to obtaín
substantial amounts from private sourees in many
other countries.

93. As an alternativa 10 the proposal made by the
répresentatíve of the United Kingdom in the Standing
Programme Sub-Committee that the High Commis
síoner submít a special report to the fourth session
of the Executive Committee on the impact of the
financia! shortfall, the Committee decíded that the
General Assembly should be informed at its next
session of the state of the UNREF programme, and
irequested the High Commissioner to prepare an ad
dendum to his report 10 the eleventh session of the
Assembly, indicating the effect of the shortfall in
governmental contributions on the reduction in the
camp population.
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Provisional number pending implementatlon.

the Sub-Committee. He informed the Committee that
his Government had merely wished to ensure that the
Amministrazione Aiuti Internazionali (AA!) was not
undertaking financial obligations beyond the cost of
supporting refugees received at the centre of Gar
bagnate, and also that this project would províde a
truly permanent solutíon for those refugees benefiting
under ít, Having been assured by the High Commis
sioner that the additional project referred to in para
graph 21 of the documeat providing for the establish
ment of post tuberculosis refugees would, if it could
be successfully negotiated with the authorities con
cerned, be submitted in the revised plan of operations
(1957), he had been authorfzed to support this project.

86. The representative of the United States ques
tioned the prtnoíple embodied in project PS/13/ITA/
BEL whereby an UNREF contribution of $20,400 was
requested for the re-establishment of refugees at
present residing in Italy in a country which itself
benefited from an UNREF allocation. Furthermore,
he felt that there was a danger, if this project was
approved, that other Governments which had accepted
refugees on humanitarian grounds might also have 9

valid claim for assistance from UNREF in receiving
refugees. The High Commissioner considered that
the allocation for this project was justified, as the
refugees concerned were difficult to resettle overseas
and that, under thís project, they would be firmly
established in Belgium. Furthermore, in 1957 the cost
of the project would be met out of the UNREF alloca
tion for Belgíum,

87. The Committee agreed to the principIe of an
UNREF contribution to oountríes acceptingfrom among
the camp population refugees who had little or no
possibility of overseas resettlement, the representa
tive of the United States reserving the position of his
Government in the matter.

88. The representative of Turkey requested that the
settlement of difficult cases in institutions in Turkey,
provided for by project DC/4/TUR, 15 should be car
ried out through a Turkish voluntary agency or through
Turkish authorities. The High Commissioner assured
the representative that the settlement of these cases
in Turkey would, as far as possible, be carried out
in eonsultation with the competent Turkish organiza
tions or authorities .

89. In connexion with the readjustment of priorities
proposed in document A/AC. 79/32/Add.2 by the High
Commissioner, in the light of the special eontribution
for diffícult cases and handíeapped refugees made by
the United States Government, the representatíve of
Austria suggested that the project for the extension
of credit facilities PS/1/AUS/1955@(ii) might be left
in category C/1956/Rev.1 and replaced in category
B/1956/Rev.1 by a housing project. Several represen
tatives, however, felt that the project for creditfacil
ities y.ras proving very useful and that additional funds
for that project in 1956 should be approved,

90. The Committee agreed to the suggestion made
by the High Commissioner that two housing projects,
PS/80/AUS and PS/61/AUS, should be transferred



. ' .. . \ . . .
.,'" ," " • \ 1 .. 1. ' • • t ~ ~. ....... ' ../ . .

j
, '1

I

11.....# 4

PLAN OF ADMINISTRATlVE EXPENDITURE
FOR 1956 - SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE

(item 10)
95. The Committee considered a supplr-mentary

estímate of $14,500 submitted by the High Commis
sioner for administrative expenditure for 1956 Al
AC.79/psc/R.16) covering additional staff and travel.

96. The representative of the United Kingdom,
while stating that she was convinced of the. necessity
of an assistant to the projects officer in the Branch
Office for Italy, queried whether the proposed statts-
tícal posts at headquarters and in the Branch Offices
were all essential. Several representatives drew
attention to the large amount of statistical information
which had been requested by the Executíve Commíttee,
as well as by individual Governrnenta to enable them
to make a contribution to UNREF. It was felt that the
coHection of that information was a task essential to
the execution of the programme.

97. The Commíttee, with the exceptionoftwo delega
tíons, was convinced of the necessity of all the ad
ditíonal items of expenditure proposed and adopted

"the proposals made in the supplementary estimate.

98. The wish was expressed that all statistical
information prepared should be communicated to
the Governments of States members of the Committee
well in advance of sessions of the Committee.

TENTATIVE TARGET AND COUNTRY
ALLOCATIONS FOR THE REVISED PLAN OF

OPERATIONS (1957) (item 11)

99. The Committee considered document A/Ac.79/
31, which contained proposals submitted by the High
Commissioner for a tentative target of $4.400,000
for 1957, country allocations and suggested break
downs for countries where the UNREF programme is
in operation. The Committee also had before it the
summary of the report on refugee housíng in Austria.
prepared by two Danish experts, contaíned in document
A/AC.79/311Add.l.

100. In the course of the general discussion, the
representative of Turkey expressed the view that,
since ít seemed unlikely that the financial target for
1957 could be met, the scope oftheprogramme should
be reduced accordingly. He suggested, also, that a
stíll higher priority should be given to refugees in
camps as opposed to the refugees living out of camps
referred to in paragraph 6 of the documento

101. In spite of the financial difficulties which had
been encountered, the High Commissioner did not
give up hope that the target for 1957 might be reached
and he pointed out that any modification in the over
all target could only be decided by the General As
sembly or the Economic and Social Council. The High
Co.rnmissioner also recalled that, when the UNREF
programme was started, the refugee camp population
of 86,000 constituted about one-quarter of the number
of refugees for whom permanent solutions should be
achieved.

102. The representative of France raísed the ques
tíon of the proportíon of funds allocated to perrnanent
solutions and difficult cases respectívely, suggesting
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that the proportions should be determined in the light
of the special situation in each of the countries con
cerned. He pointed out that, in :.1s country, which had
been one of the first to give refugees asylum, there
was a relatively high proportíon of aged or incurable
refugees. So far as assístance was concerned, those
refugees were treated in the same way as French
nationals, but it was difficult to findplaces in ínstítu
tíona for all those who needed them, since the number
of instltutions was insufficient. For this reason, the
representative proposed that the allocation for the
settlement of difficult cases in France should be
increased from $50,000 to $100,000 at the expense,
Ü necessary, of the proposed allocationforpermanent
solutíons in France. The Committee accepted this
proposal and, accordingly, reduced from $250,000 to
$200,000 the allocatíon for permanent solutions in
France.

103. The suggestions made by the representative of
Austria that the allocation for housing settlements
should be increased from $700.000 to $800,000, and
that the allocatíons for credit facilities and a specíal
small loan fund should be reduced to $100,000 each,
was also accepted by the Committee.

104. In answer to a question by the representative
of the United States, the High Commissioner explained
that the allocation of $20,000 for post-prison care
would help one hundred refugees who had served
prison sentences. There were a number of such refu
gees who, Ü they were not helped, might well be led
to opt for a different solution from that which they
had had in view when they left their countries. The
allocation was approved by the Committee. The rep
resentative of the United States expressed doubts as
to the advisability of projects of this type.

105. In the course of the general discussion, the
question arose whether it would not be advisable to
modüy the directives which had been given on the
question of providing assistance to refugees in the
form of loans or grants. In this connexíon, the High
Commissioner drew the attention of the Committee
to the recomendations adopted at its second session,
contained in paragraph 69 ~) of document AlAC.791
28 (see annex 1 aboye), which provided that the as
sistance to refugees should be given underthe UNREF
programmes in the form of loans rather than grants
whenever possible and practicable. As experience
had shown that, in the case of certain projects and,
in particular, housing projects, assistance in the
form of grants were preferable to Ioans, the Com
mittee agreed that, although the policy of giving loans
to refugees was in principIe a sound one, its applíca
tion should not be allowed to hamper the programme.
The High Commissioner should, therefore, be allowed
to choose whíohever type of assistance was most
approprtate in each project.

106. Severa! representatives expressed thetr satis
faction with the fact that the allocation for permanent
solutions in Germany had been slightly increased as
compared with the allocation for 1956. They paid
tribute to the active manner in which the Government
of the Federal Republic of Germany had contributed
to the solutíon of the problem of foreign refugees.

r·.:..'. -.---=-.- •. ~
. '

J ou~o;
~ side
< wher

crea
1956
Aust
avai
Ger
oriti
the
man

10
gees
Rep
polit
sam
men

10
refu
his
sion
tain
the
refu
the
sigh

11
to
amo
incr
had
seU
fici

11
phas
refu
type
víew
mad
loca
adop
pare

11
Gre
tion
Stan
sent
in p
AC.

11
the
síon
191
by t
he
fect
with
The
poli
eve



•

120. The C
and country
79/31, with
amount for
$3,040,000 an
ficult cases
of the allocat
in France b
location for
reduced to $2

121. In the
mittee of th

J housing in Au
was made th
submission o
the revised p
to housíng p
the vocation

122. The
connexion, t
Germany had
beginning of
mented, and
supporting c
implementati
would welco
to extend th
of operation
for approval
ject basis.
the view tha
to improve
work; so far
portance to
UNREF's g
felt howeve
desirable in
would be p
worked befo
tions of the

123. The
recommenda
the High Co
and recom
prepared by
should be
the housing
included in
be submitte
session for
tralia and t
had sufficie
proposal an
of their Gov

\
1"
.1,\ be required
.: needy refugee

refugees in T
considered ths

;J ~:~g~~: i~~:
r, matter and, i
i gency aid tot operations (19
t{'
r\

1
)1

':1

1

.,
l.

!J,

promote the economic integration of refugees nf
Greek ethnic origino

114. The United Kingdom representatívc warmly
supported the tribute which had been paid by the
representative of Greece to the work which had been
done for refugees under the USEP programme, and
stated that she had been greatly impressed during
her recent visits to Italy and Greece by its plans
for the emigration of refugees. She asked whether
the USEP administration accepted responsibility for
promoting permanent solutíons for all refugees reg
istered as eligible for its asststance and, if not,
whether the Office of the High Commissioner wa.s
being ínformed oI those refugees registered as eltgtble
for USEP asststance Lut who would not, in fact, be
helped.

115. In reply, the representative of the United
States informed the Committee that bigh-ranking
United States officials would shortly discuss with
the High Commissioner administrative details to
facilitate closer co-ordínatíon ofthetwoprogrammes.
It was the policy of his Government that no refugees
should at the same time benefit both from UNREF
and from USE P. He suggested that it should not be
difficult to come to some arrangement whereby the
High Commissioner's representatives in countries
where both USEP and UNREF were active could
discover from the USEP representatives which cases
would not, in fact, be assisted by USEP. The United
States E scapee Programme would support an arrange
ment whereby refugees who were eligible for USEP
assistance could be included in UNREF projects.
When tbis was done, reimbursement would be made
by USEP on a per capita basis.

116. The representative of Italy welcomed the
statements made by the representative of the Uníted
States, both in the Standing Programme Sub-Com
míttee and in the Executive Committee on tbis ques
tíon, He felt that the negotiations between the two
organizations would make a great contribution towards
solving the problems of refugees living in camps and
of eliminating the camps themselves. He ínforrned
the Committee that bis Government would continue

. its efforts towards the closure of the camps, but he
had to point out that there were certain difficulties
in solving the problems of refugees living out of camp,
as proposed in paragraph 49 of document A/AC.79/
31, and he wished to reserve the position of his
Government on this matter.

117. The representative of Turkey pointed out that
the allocation of $40,000 for the projects in the near
and Middle East and bis country did not correspond
to the number of refugees in the area, nor was it in
accord with the principIe set forth in paragraph 6 (Q)
of document A/AC. 79/31.

118. The High Commissioner informed the Com
mittee that the allocation ior this area had been
limited in view of the fact that a very considerable
proportion of the refugees were USEP eligibles.

119. In the course of the díscusaíon on allocatíons
for emergency aid, the Committee was informed by
the representative of Turkey that asststance 'would

111. The representative of the United States em
phasized the importance of counselling projects for
refugees, and suggested that the allocation for thís
type of project in Germany should be increased. In
view of the difficulty of reconciling the two proposals
made for an increase of certain items within the al
location for Germany, the Committee decided to
adopt the breakdown suggested in the document pre
pared by the High Commissioner.

112. In considering the proposed allocations for
Greece and Italy, the Committee noted with satísfac
tíon the information which had been given to the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee by the repre
sentatíve of the United States, and wbich was recorded
in paragraph 54 of the Sub-Cornmittee's report (A/
AC.79/39).

113. The representative of Greece commented on
the considerations pointed out by the High Commis
síoner in paragraphs 38 to 41 of document A/AC.
19/31. While paying tribute to the work carried out
by the United States Escapee Programme in Greece,
he considered that its work would be even more ef
fective if ít were developed in closer co-operatíon
with the UNREF programme andgovernment servíces ,
There w<;J.·e difficulties which arose out of different
policies towards loans and grants, and he hoped that
everythíng possible would be done by USEP also to

109. With regard to the economic prospects of
refugees, the representative of Germany stated that
bis Government had already established in profes
síons millions of natíonal regugees, including a cer
tain number of foreign refugees. However, even with
the íncreasíng economic prosperity, the problem of
refugees would not be solved overnight. Moreover,
the end of the influx of new refugees was not yet in
sight.

110. With regard to the breakdown of the allocation
to Germany, the representative suggested that the
amount proposed for housing projects should be
increased from $250,000 to $300,000, as experience
had shown that other valuable projects such as coun
selling would be of little avail of there was ínsuf
ficient housing for refugees.

;.:,
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.· 107. The representative of the United States pointed
.' ' out that, despite these efforts, there was still a con-
., siderable problem of foreign refugees in Germany,
~ where the number of those living in camps had de-
~ creased by 2,260 from 1 January 1955 to 1 January
~. 1956 as compared with a decrease of 10,900 in
; Austria. Though realizing that the shortage oi funds
~. available to UNREF made a larger allocation ior
~' Germany impossible at tbis time, he hoped that pri-
~. orities established for German projects would reflect
~ the serious refugee problem still remaíníug in Ger-
~j many.
·~I

11 108. In summarizing the situation of foreign refu-
1i gees in bis country, the representative of the Federal

Republic of Germany explained that, apart from
political rights, the foreign refugees had exactly the
same rights as nationals also in respect of employ-
mento
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MEMORANDUM ON THE ELIGffiILITY OF
CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF REFUGEES OF

GERMAN ETHNIC ORIGIN IN AUSTRIA
(item 12)

124. The Committec had before it a memorandum
on the eligibility of certaín categories of refugees of
German ethnic origin in Austria (A/AC. 79/37 and
Add.1) submíttr-t by the High Commissioner to the
Committee in its advisory capacity. The memorandum
outlined me historical and legal position of certain
groups of refugeea of Germán ethníe origin in Austria
on whom German nationality had been conferred by
article 1 of the Law for the Settlement of Questions
oí Nationality enacted in the German Federal Republic
on 22 February 1955. The date-Iímít for rejectíon of
German nationality uncer that law had expired on 25
February 1956. The addendum to the memorandum
contained the text of a letter from the Austrian
Government concerning its recognition of that Law.

125. The Committee was asked for íts opinion on
the fo11owing points: in the first place, whether the
persons in Austria who were recognized by the
Federal Germán Government as Germán nationals
by virtue of the Law were to be considered as ex
cluded from the mandate of the High Commissioner;
and, in the second place, in the event of íts deciding
that .a11 refugees in Austria coming within the scope
of article 1 of the Law were outside the mandate,
whether those refugees in Austria who claimed to
have had no knowledge of the Law and did not wish
to have German nationality could be regarded as
eligible for benefit under the UNREF programme.

126. The representative of Austria informed the
Committee that his Government regarded a11 the
persons in Austria coming within the scope of article
1 of the Law as having acquired German nationality.
It was estimated that the total number of such persons
was approximately 16,000, of whom a considerable
proportion could be considered as firmly established
and not likely to require assistance under the UNREF
programme. He proposed, with regard to those who
did sti11 need such assistance, that a decision might
be considered by the Committee analogous to that
adopted at its second session witb regard to refugees
who had acquired Austrian nationality by option 01'

naturalization.

127. The representative of Germany poínted out
that the position of hís Government was determined
by the Law in question, whích was also recognized
as valid by the Austrian Government.

128. There fo11owed a general discussion in which
it beeame clear that, although the Committee could
not express any opinion on the validity of the Law
within the framework of international law, it was
nevertheless necessary to come to sorne conclusion
on the question whether the refugees who came within
the seope of article 1 of the Law did 01' did not con
tinue to be wíthín the mandate of the High Commís
sioner.

129. It fina11y gave as its advíce, with the Turkish
representative abstaining, that the refugees in Aus
tria who come within the scope of article 1 of the Law

f

be required under the UNREF Programme for 177
needy refugees in +wo reception centres for foreign
refugees in Turkey and that the Turkish Government
considered tbat there were in a11 some 2,500 foreign.
refugees in that country. The representative requested
that the High Commissioner should consider the
matter and, if necessary, ínclude projects fo ...· emer
gency aíd to these refugees in the revised plan of
operations (1957).

120. The Committee decided to approve the target
and country a11ocations proposed in dooument AlAC.
79/31, with the fo11owing modifications. The total
amount for permanent solutions wau- reduced to
$3,040,000 and the amount for the settlement of dif
ficult cases was increased to $800,000, as a result
of the a11ocation for the settlement of difficult cases
in France being increased to $100,000 and the al
looatíon for permanent solutíons in France being
reduced to $2~0, 000.

121. In the course of the consideration by the Com
míttee of the summary of the report on refugee

J housing in Austria (A/AC.79/31/Add.L) the suggestion
was made that the same procedure recommended for
submission of the housing programme for Austria in
the revised plan of operations (1957) might also apply
to bousíng programmes in Germany and, possíbly, to
the vocational training programmes.

122. The High Commissioner pointed out, in this
connexion, that the housing projects in Austria and
Germany had to be prepared in detail we11 before the
beginning of each year in which they" could be ímple
mented, and that ít was often difficult to hold the
supporting contributions if there was a delay in the
implementation of the projects. For this reason, he
would welcome the suggestion which had been made
to extend the proposal that certain parts of the plan
of operations could be submitted to the Committee
for approval on a programme rather than on a pro
ject basta. The representative of Belgium expressed
the view that thís suggestion would make it possible
to improve the Executive Committee's method of
work; so far, the Committee had attached more ím
portance to questions of detail than to determining
UNREF's general policy. Several representatives
felt however that, while such flexibility was highly
desirable in the housing programme in Austria, ít
would be preferable to see how the new procedure
worked before considering its extension to other seo
tions of the UNREF programme.

123. The Executive Committee agreed that the
recommendations outlined in the covering note of
the High Commissioner to the summary of the report
and recommendations on refugee housing ín Austria
prepared by two Danish experta (A/AC. 79/31, Add.1)
should be taken into account in the preparation of
the housing programme in Austria which would be
included in the revír-ed plan of operations (1957) to
be submitted to the Executive Committee at its fourth
session for approval. The representatives of Aus
tralia and the United States stated that they had not
had sufficieilt time to study the implications of the
proposal and therefore wished to reserve the position
of their Governments on this question.
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134. The proposal was adopted by 12 votes infavour
with 6 abstentions,16 the representative of Germany
not taking part in the vote.

CHINESE REFUGEES IN HONG KONG

135. The Chairman informed the Committee that
cables had been received from the China Refugee
International Council and the United Nations Assocía
tion in Hong Kong, requesting it to take actíon to
provide international assistance to Chinese refugees
in Hong Kong in accordance with the recommendations
contained in the report on "The problem of Chinese
refugees in Hong Kong," submitted to the United Na
tíons 'Hígh Commissioner for Refugees by Dr. Edvard
Hambro.

136. At the request of severa} members of the
Committee, the High Commissioner explaíned the
background of the problem of Chínese refugees in
Hong Kong in so far as it had been the concern of
his Office and the Advisory Committee. He stated
thata survey on the sttuatíon of Chinese refugees in
Hong Kong had been made upon the recommendation
of the High Commissioner's Advisory Committee at
íts third sesaíon. The report of Dr. Hambro, sub
mitted to the Advisory Committee at íts fifth session,
contained a detailed survey of the economic and social
posttíon of Chinese refugees in Hong Kong as well as
a special chapter concerníng their legal posítíon, In
this chapter, ít was stated that:

"156. From a strictly legal point of view the
Chinese refugees may fall outside the High Com
missioner's mandate, but froro a broader and
humanitarian point of view it may be added that a
factual sítuatíon cannot be without influence on the
legal position. If ít is a fact that the Government
in Taipei is incapable of protecting these persons,
they are de facto refugees. They would thus seem to
be in a worse situation now than they would be even
if they had no Government at all to protect them.
If this result is good law, it is still somewhat
startling to the common-sense of people who do
'not benefit from a profound knowledge of inter
natíonal Iaw,"

137. Dr. Hambro's report had beenputontheagenda
of the first session of the UNREF Executive Com
mittee. The Committee at that time did not feel that
ít was in a position to decide on the eligibility of
these refugees and adopted a resolution (AlAC. 79/
12)17 in which it:

"Notes with appreciation the thoroughness with
whíéh the report has been drawn up; and

"Requests the High Oommíasíoner

"(g) To give sympathetic encoui agement to Gov
ernments and organizations with a view to their
assisting in alleviating the problems of the Chínese
refugees in Hong Kong;

16Belgium. Brazil, France, Holy See, Israel. Uníted States of Amertca,

17See Official Records of the General AssembIy, Tenth Session. Sup
pIement No. 11, annex (A/2902/Adcl.l) p.37.

could no Ionger be considered to be within the man
date of the High Ooramíasícner by virtue of the pro
visions of article 6 (Q) of the Statute of the Office, on
the grounds that they had acquired a new natlonality.

130. The Committee then proceeded to consíder
whether certain of the refugees who were excluded
from the mandate of the High Commissioner byvirtue
of article 1 of the Law would nevertheless continue
to be allowed to benefit from the UNREF programme.
It was pointed out that there might be a number of
refugees who OOd never heardoftheLaw. This number
might be divíded ínto two categories: in the first place,
those who would not have wanted to reject Germán
nationality in any case and, secondly, those whowould
have done so had they been made aware of the Law
before 25 February 1956, the date-Iímít for rejection
set by the Law. The representatives of the United
Kingdom and Turkey wondered whether both categories
might be allowed to benefit from the UNREF pro
gramme,

131. It was generally felt that, though there was no
case for allowing the first category to do so, there
were humanítazían considerations which would justify
a procedure being established designed to allow the
second category still to be considered for UNREF
projects on Iínes similar to those which had been
approved by the Executive Committee at its second
session in the case of certain refugees who had opted
for Austrian nationality. The difficulty of dístínguíshíng
between the two categories was emphasized by some
representatives.

132. The representative of Iszael wonderedwhether
ít might not be possible for the Government of the
Federal German Republic to extend the date-Iíne for
rejection of German. nationality under the Law for the
benefit of those who had no knowledge of it and to give
to such action suitable publicity in co-operatíon with
the Austrian authorities. In this connexion, the rep
resentative suggested that the High Commissioner
might be asked by the Committee to ascertain, in
consultation with the two Governments concerned,
whether the proposed action would still be possible.
The representative of the Uníted States expressed
the opinion that as ít seemed unlikely that the fi
nancial target would be reached enabling the pro
gramme to be completed for the benefrc of those
refugees whose eligibility was beyond question, there
was no point in extending the benefits of the pro
gramme to a group of refugees about whose eligibility
for asaístance there were serious legal questions.

133. A proposal was put to the vote that the second
category, namely, those refugees who had by the
operation of the Law unwittingly acquired German
nationality which they would have preferred to reject,
should be elígíble for inclusion in projects under the
UNREF programme until 30 June 1957. The Com
míttee also suggested that the High Commissioner
should consult with the Austrtan and German Govern
ments with a view to ensuring that a procedure was
established which would make ít possible to decide
which refugees, who came within the seope of article
1 of the Law, did in fact belong to the second cate
gory as defined above.
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"(Q> To report to the Commíttee, when he deems
it necessary, any progres s made in the ímplemen
tation of this resolutíon,"

138. The High Commíasíoner stated that if it was
the intention of the Commíttee that funds should be
allocated within the UNRF;F programme for assíst
ance to these refugees, the Committee should first
advise him as to whether it regarded the refugees
concerned to be within his mandate,

139. The representative of the United States sug
gested that, should additional funds become available
in the course of the year, consideration should be
given to the possibility of making such funds available
íor assistance to these refugees provided it were
legalIy possible to do so. In supporting thír proposal,
several representatives expressed the opíníon that
a distinction could be made between eligibility under
the statute of the High Cornmissioner and eligibility
under the UNREF programme, as had been done
al ready in the case of other groups ofrefugees. Other
represeatatíves argued that the questíon oi eligibility
had already been put before the Commíttee and that
U had not been in a position to give its advice in the
matter.

140. They suggested, therefore, that the matter
might perhaps be submitted to the International Court
of Justíce for an advisory opinion or even to the
General Assembly itself.

141. Most members of the Conimittee agreed, how
ever, that such a course would involve too long delays,
whereas the question of assistance to these refugees
should be decided as soon as possible.

142. In this connexion, the representative of the
United Kingdom pointed out that her Government
believed that the problem could only be satisfactorily
solved through emigration. Furthermore,.while reo
ognizing the very real need of relief, she pointed out
that it would be difficult and unsatisfactory to make
a distinction between Chinese refugees who had come
from the mainland of China ami the local Chinese
population in Hong Kong. If, however, assistancewere
to be given under the UNREF programme to these
refugees, the High Commissioner would no doubt
carry out his task in close consultation with the Hong
Kong authorities through the Government ofthe United
Kingdom.

143. The High Commissioner pointed out that, as
was ShOWD in the report of Dr. Hambro, resettlement
possibilities in the surrounding areas had proved to
be extremely limited.

144. In summíng up the debate, the Chairman
pointed out that a decision in the matter could not be
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taken unless the Committee expressed ita views as
to the eligibility of the refugees concerned. As the
question was not on the Agenda of the Committee I s
third seasíon and required detailed consideration by
the members of the Committee, he recommended
that a short summary be prepared by the Office of
the High Commissioner on the question of eligibility
of these refugees, as set forth in the report of Dr.
Hambro. This should be submitted to the Committee
at íts fourth session. L'1 the moantíme, the High '8001

missioner should ínquíre from the United Kingdom
Government whether the present sítuation of these
refugees was such as to warrant taking specíal meas-
ures, Furthermore, at the next session, the High
Commissioner should report whether funds were
available to help these refugees. The Committee
would then have to come to some decision as to
whether or not funds should be alIocated to help them,
The Committee expressed its general agreement to
the course of action proposed by the Chairman.

STATEMENTS BY OBSERVERS

145. The representative of the Inter-Governmental
Committee for European Migration made a short
statement in which she outlined the achievements of
the Committee in promoting the overseas :resettle
ment of refugees in the closest co-operatíon with
the Office of the High Commissioner for Refngees
and the voluntary agencies. She made specíal mention
of the close co-operatíon which existed between the
Office of the Hígh Commissioner and the Inter--Gov
ernmental Committee for European Migration in
conducting the joint operation on behalf of refugees
of European origin in China.

146. The Presídent of the Standing Conference of
Voluntary Agencies emphasized the difficulties in
herent in the problems of counselIing refugees to
accept one solution in preference to another. He em
phasized the importance of a close collaboration
existing between all agenoíes working on behalf of
refugees, and gave evidence of the great effort made
by the voluntary agencies to promote permanent
solutíons for the refugees who were their particular
concern.

Next session of the Standiug Programme
Sub-Committee

147. Afier a short discussion, the Executive Com
mittee decided that there should be no meeting of the
Standing Programme Sub-Committee before January
1957 unIess the High Commissioner should request
the Chairman to convene such a meeting to deal wiih
a special emergency.



Appendix

PROJECTS IN CATEGORIES A/1956, B/1956/Rev.l AND C/1956/Rev.l

Category Aí1956. Projects approved and authorized for implementation, funds being immediately available

The following projects to benefit difficult cases and handicapped refugees among the foreign refugee
population in Austria are to be financed from the special contribution made by the Uníted ~¡;ates Government.

DC/6/AUS/1956 Settlement in a local ínstítutíon (Innsbruck) •.•.•.
:JC/10/AUS/1956 8ettlement in a local institution (Treffen-Villach) •.
DC/17/AUS Settlement in a local institution (Waíern) , •••••••
DC/20/AUS(b) Settlement in various institutions •.•.••.••••.•
DC/21/AUS/EURa Settlement in institutions outside Austria.•••••.•
DC/22/AUS Survey of difficult cases living outside offieial eamps
PS/88/AUS/Rev.1 Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees ..•..' •...
PS/89/AUS/Rev.1 Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees ..••.••••
PS/90/AUS Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees •....•...
PS/93/AUS Employment eounselling and plaeement •.•••.•..
PS/94/AUS Employment eounselling and plaeement .•.•.•..•
PS/26-30, 32, 34, 35/.<\US(a)Voeational training ..•••••••••..••..•••••

Reserve for further projeets. • • • • . • . • . • . . . . .

Total of projeets authorized in eategory A/1956

Item Country

1. Austria
2. Austria
3. Austria
4. Austria
5. Austria
6. Austria
7. Austria
8. Austria
9. Austria

10. Austria
11. Austria
12. Austria
13. Austria

Project no. Project description
UNREF

contribution
!

20,000
9,000

12,500
7,500

50,000
20,000

4,000
4,000
7,000
4,784
2,000

18,039
35,177

194,000

Category B/1956/Rev.1. Projeets approved and authorized for i~plementation as funds beeome available

7,000 ~

13,000
10,500

10,000
20,400

16,000
.~9,000

273,520
43,200

7,200
7,200

"
10,000 \,

9,664
22,062 'j

7,495 b

50,000
61,538
19,800

a

I

UNREF
eontribction

l
Project deseription

Imprest aeeount •.••••.....•.•••.•••.••.

Direet UNREF expenditure •••.••••..••.•.•.
Assistance through a voluntary ageney •......•.
Asststance through a voluntary ageney . . . . • • . • •
Asststance through a voluntary ageney ••.•.....
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Medieal assistanee, supplementary feeding and
emergeney relief . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . .

Medieal assistanee and supplementary feeding •.••

Medieal assistanee and supplementary feeding, fuel
and elothing. • . • • • . • • • . • • • • . . . . . • . . • . .

Medieal assistanee • • • • . . . • . • • • • • • . . . . • • •
Supplementary feeding • • . . • • •.' • • • • . . . . • . • •
Medieal assistanee, supplementary feeding and

emergeney relief . . • . . • . . • • • . . . • • . . . . • •
Medieal in surunce . • • • . . . . . . • . • . . • • • . . • • .

Reserve aeeount •.•••••••••..••.•.•..•..
Preselection of refugees••.••••..•.......•.
Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees •••.•..•.
8ettlement in ínstítutíons in Europe ..••.•••.•.
Housing settlement (Haid II) •.•••••••.••••••
Promotion of emigration•...•.•.•••.•..••••

Emergeney aid and Shanghai operation

Emergeney aid
Egypt EA/1/EGY/1956

1.

(i)

(ii) Greeee EA/l/GRE/1956
(iii) Greeee EA/2/GRE/1956
(iv) Iran EA/1/IRAN/1956

(v) Italy EA/l/rrA/1956
(vi) Jordan'lLebanon, EA/1/M-EA/1956

Syria
(vii) Turkey EA/1/TUR/1956

Shanghai operation
(viii) China SH/1/1956
(ix) China SH/2/1956
(x) China SH/3/1956
(xi) China SH/4/1956

2. Various
eountries EA/1/IMP/1956

3. Various
eountries EA/1/RAC/1956

4. Greeee PS/7/GRE/1956/Rev.1
5. Greece PS/8/GRE
6. China DC/3/CHI/EUR/Rev.2 a

7. Austria PS/62/AUS
8. Italy PS/V1TA/1956(a)

Itero Country

aprovisional number, pending ímplementaríon,

iYrhis projecr is financed from the contribution made by the Netherlands Cornmíttee for Aid to Refugees,

"1,



Project description

Promotion of emigration. • . • • • • • • • . . • • . . . . .
Promotion of emigration••••••.•••••••..•••
Employmeat counsellíng and placement. . . . . .••.
Rehabíhtatíon of handicapped reíugees • • • • . • • • .
Settlement in a local institution (Athens) • • . . •.••

Settlement in institutions in Europe • . • . . . • • • . •
Consolidation of economic and social position in

urban areas. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Settlement in a local institution (Hellbrun). • • • • . •
Settloment in local institutions (Bruck/Mur,

Doellach, Birkfeld) • . • • • . . . • • . • • • . o • • •••

Settlement in various local institutions • • • . • • • . •
Settlement in various local institutions • • • • • . • • •
Employment counselling and plaeement , . • • . . . ••
Settlement in a local institution (Dreux), • • • . • • • .
Co-ordination of housing projects ..••.•.•....
Housing settlement (Bregenz-Feldkirch) ..•.....
Réhabflítatíon of tubercular and post-tubercular

refugees •.•.•.•...•........•..•.....
Housíng settlement (OsnabrUck) •.....•.•.•...
Establishment in crafts and trades ...•.•.•.•.•

Housing séttlement (Vienna) . . • . . . • • . . . . . . . .
Housing settleinent (Kammer) ......•.•......
Individual housing (all Austria) •.....•.......
Re-establishment of refugee families in Belgium . •
Housing settlement (WUrzburg) • . • . . . . . • . . . . .
Settlement in a local ínstítutíon (Heliopolis) .•....
Settlement in a local institution (Vienna) . . • . . . . .
Annuities to aged refugees • . . . • . . . . . • . . . • . .
Establishment in crafts and tradea .•.•...•....

Employment counselling and placement .•.•...•.

C
c aseworkker s ~n campsl • . . . . . . . • . • . . . • . . . .

asewor ers ID campa
Establishment in crafts and trades ...•.....•..
Establishment in crafts and trades .•.•.•.•.•.•
Establishment in crafts and trades •.•.........
Housing settlement (Bamberg) ...•.........•
Consolidation of economic and social position in

urban areas ....•.•...•......•....•.•
Establishment in agriculture ..•...•...•.•.•.
Housing settlement (Neu Ulm) .....•.....•...
Housing settlement (Friedrichsgabe).......•.•.
Integration of refugee intellectuals . . . . . • . . . . . .
Establishment in crafts and trades ....•.....•.
Resettlement loans . . . • . . . • • . • . • . . . . . . . • .

Housing settlement (Kufstein) . . . . . . . . . . . . . • .
Housing settlement (Haid III) ...•.••........
Aid to university students ..•.•.•.•.......•
Vocational training •...•.•.••.•.•' .•.•••.•
Establishment in crafts and trades •.•...•.•...
Housing settlement (OsnabrUck) ...•...•.....•
Employment counselling and placement , . • . • . . . •

Settlement in various local institutions .•.•...•.
Settlement in various local institutions . • . . . • . • .
Settlement in a local institution (Linz) .•••.....
Aid to university students •.•.•.•.•.•••••.•

67,

UNREF
contribution

!
6,000
4,200
6,762

14,286
20,000

35,000

72,500
28,077

20,000
16,000

8,000
20,000,
50,000

6,000
16,154

24,000
45,025
65,000

23,077
28,269
26,923
20,400
28,571
20,000
18,000

8,400
65,000

7,692

10,000

68,900
39,000
15,600

6,000

56,000
100,000

35,714
16,667
16,663
28,571
46,500

36,000
61,538
16,927

6,733
3,900

21,429
26,347

7,700
6,000
7,500

20,000



~F

1I

UNREF
Item Country !'rojeet no. Project deseription eontributionutíon

\~ 1
L· 61. Austria PS/77/AUS Housing settlement (Graz I) ................ 27,692

000 ¡. 62. Austria PS/67/AUS Housing settlement (Haid) · ................ 60,000
200 63. Germany PS/26/GER Small loans • . • . • . • . . . . . • . • . • . . . • . • . • . • 10,714
762 64. Austria PS/81/AUS Housing settlement (Spittal Ir) . • • . • • • • • • • • • . • 30,000
286 65. Austria PS/68/AUS Housing settlement (Stadl-Paura) ..•.•.•.•.... 28,846
000 66. Austria PS/60/AUS/1955/Rev.1 Assistanee for naturalization..•.•...•....... 5,000

67. Austria PS/60/AUS/1956 Assistanee for naturalization•.............•. 5,000
000 68. Greeee PS/1/GRE/1956 Establishment in agrieulture .•.•.•.•.....•.• 140,700

69. Austria PS/74/AUS Housing settlement (Salzburg Ir)•.•.•.•....... 26,923
500 70. Austria PS/79/AUS Housing settlement (Unterpremstatten Ir)••••.•.• U,538
077 71. Austria PS/73/AUS Housing settlement (Elixhausen Ir) • . • • • . • . • . • • 37,692

72. Austria PS/64.' DS Housing settlement (Haid IV). • • . • . . . . . . . • . . . 61,538
000 73. Turkey DC/4/ _ R a Settlement in institutions in and outside Turkey ... 10,000
000 74. Austria PS/84/AUS Housing settlement {Voels) •.•••.......•...• 23,077
000 75. Ge.rmany PS/7/GER/1956 Employment eounsellfng and plaeement •.•.•.•.• 15,000
000, 76. Austria PS/69/AUS Housing settlement (Linz) •...•..•.•.....•.. 17,308
000 77. Italy PS/IO/ITA(a) Establishment in erafts and trades ..•...•.•... 3,900
000 78. Austria PS/87/AUS Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees ......... 38,462
154 79. Jordan, DC/l/M-EA/EUR/Rev.1a Settlement in institutions in and outside the Middle

Lebanon, East .•.•.............•...........•. 8,000
000 Syria
025 80. Austria PS/25, 31, 33, 36, 37/ Voeational training .•.•...•.....•.•.•.... 18,916
000 AUS/1956

81. China DC/4/CHI/EUR a Settlement in institutions in Europe ........... 30,000
077 82. Italy De/U/ITA Settlement in varteus local institutions •.....•.. 8,000
269 83. Austria PS/1/AUS/1955(d) (i) Provision of eredit facilities ,. .............. 50,000
923 84. Franee PS/1/FRA Rehabilitation of handieapped refugees ......... 49,771
400 85. Austria PS/86/AUS(b) and (e) Individual housing (al1 Austria) .............. 38,462
571 86. Germany PS/3/GER/1956 Voeational training . . • . • . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . 30.000
000 87. Austria PS/78/AUS Housing settlement (Graz Ir) ..•.•••••••.•.•. 36,923
000 88. Italy DC/12/ITA Annuities to aged refugees · .............. ,. . 16,000
400 89. Various DC/2/EURa Settlement in institutions in Europe •...•...... 20,000
000 eountries

90. Austria PS/66/AUS Houaíng settlement (Wagram-Pasching)•...•.•.. 28,846
692 91. Greeee DC/11/GRE Annuities to aged refugees · ................. 28,000
000 92. Austria PS/76/AUS Housing settlemént (Graz) · .. ,. ............. 18,846

93. Italy DC/13/ITA Annuities to aged refugees • ••••••••• 11 11 11 • 11 •• 8,000
900 94. Italy PS/1/ITA/1956(b) Promotion of emigration • .11 11 • 11 ••• 11 11 • 11 •• 11 11 • 19,800
000 95. Austria psi46-51/AUS/1955(b) Aid to high school pupils ~ 11 11 11 • • • • 11 • • 11 • • " • • 11 6,205
600 96. Belgium PS/2/BEL Rehabilitation of refugee miners • . • . . . • . • . . . . 30,000
000 97. Austria PS/46-51/AUS/1956 Aid to high school pupils • ••• 11 11 , • e ••• 11 ••••• 10,000

98. Iran DC/2/IRAN/EUR/Rev.1a Settlement in instituticns in and outside Iran ..•.. 9,667
000

"~
99. Austria PS/72/AUS Housing settlement (Ríed) , . • . • . • . • • • . • . • . . . 17,308

000 100. Italy psi2/ITA/1956(b) Promotion of emigration .11 • 11 •• 11 .11 11 •••••••• 6,000
714 ",1 101. Greeee PS/4/GRE/1955/Rev.1 Consolídatíon of eeonomie and social position in
667 ] (d) (i) urban areas ••• 11 •• 11 11 11 • 11 ••••••••• 11 • 11 • 11 45,938
663 102. Austria PS/71/AUS Housing settlement (Sehwanenstadt) •.•..••...• 12,115
571 ~ 103. Germany PS/.5/GER/1956 Aid to university students , • . • . • . . . • . • . • . • . • 5,000
500

.~
104. Austria PS/75/AUS Housing settlement (Taxham Ir) .•••••.•••••.• 19,346
105. Franee PS/2/FRA Establishment of a centre for rehabilitation of

000
"1

handieapped refugees. . • . • . • . . • • . • • • . . . • . 68,000
538 106. Austria PS/82/AUS Housing settlement (Klagenfurt). . . . . • . • . . . . . • 27,692
927 l 107. Greeee PS/3/GRE/1955/Rev.1(d) Establishment in crafts and trades .•......••.. 87,750
733 108. Austria DC/8/AUS/Rev.1 Settlement in a local institution (Vienna) .•.....• 15,500
900 199. Italy PS/3/ITA/1956(b) Promotion of emigration ·................. 4,200
429 110. Austria PS/65/AUS Housing settlement (Wels) · ................ 38,077
347 111. Anstrta PS/I/AUS/1955(d) (ii) Provision of credit facilities •.•.•.•.•.•..... 25,000

1-12. Austria PS/80/AUS Housing settlement (Villaeh II)••.••..•....... 12,115
700 113, Austria PS/61/AUS Housing settlement (Vienna II). . . . • . . . • . . . . . • 34,615
000
500 Total of projeets remaining in eategoryB/1956/Rev.1. .•. 3,392,086
000

aprovisional number, pending ímplementatíon,
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UNREF Category C/1956/Rev.1. Projects approved for implementation, subíect to authorization by
contribution

the Standing Programme Sub-Committee1 I
27,692 }

60,000 Country and UNREF
·. " . " " " " 10,714 project number Project description contribution
'" " " " " " " 30,000 .!
I " " " " " " "

28,846
· " " " " " " " 5,000 AUSTRIA

" " " " " " " 5,000 Permanent solutions
" " " " " " " 140,700 }¡

" " " " " " " 26,923 PS/1/AUS/1955(d) (iii) Provision of credit facilities •••.••.••••... 25,000

" " " " " " " 11,538 PS/52, 54-58/AUS/1956(b) Employment counselling and placement •...... 26,346

" " " " " " " 37,692 PS/83/AUS Housing sett1ement (Linz II) .....•.•...•.. 33,846

61,538 PS/1/AUS/1955(e) Provision of credit facilities .............. 48,382
" " " " " " " PS/2/AUS/1955(c) Establishment in agriculture .........•.... 70,000urkey ... 10,000
" " " " " " " 23,077 PS/26-30, 32, 34, 35/AUS/(b) Vocational training ........•...•....... 18,038

, " " " " " " 15,000 ~ PS/l/AUS/1956(a) Provision of credit facilities .••.........•. 100,000

" " " " " " . 17,308 PS/24/AUS(b) (c) and (d) Vocational training .•...•..........•... 28,103

" " " . " . " 3,900 PS/1/AUS/1956(b) Provision of credit facilities ......•.•.•.•. 51,618

" . " . " " " 38,462
Total. ...... 401,333e Middle

" " " " " . " 8,000 Difficult cases

" " " " " " " 18,916 DC/19/AUS Settlement in a local institution (Vienna) ...•.. 10,000

. " " " " " " 30,000 Total•...•.. 10,000
" " " " " " " 8,000
" . " " " . " 50,000 )- BELGIUM
". " " " " " 49,771

Permanent solut:ions
" " . " " " . 38,462
" " . " " " " 30.000 'J PS/3/BEL Loans fcr establishment in crafts, trades and
" " " " " " " 36,923 professions .•.•. , ....•.....•.•..... 20,000

16,000
" " " " . " " 20,000 f Total. ....•. 20,000

28,846
¡ FRANCE· " " " " " "

" . " " " . " 28,000 Permanent solutions
"" " " " " " 18,846

PS/3/FRA Vocational training for 'physical1y handicapped
". " " .. " 8,000
" . " " " . " 19,800 refugees .......•...•••.•.•.....•.• 57,143

" .. " . " " 6,205 PS/4/FRA Vocational training and State-aided workshop ... 55,914

" " " " . " " 30,000
·. " " " . " 10,000 Total .•.••. 113,057
en ••••• 9,667 GERMANY
· " " " " " " 17,308

Permanent solutions
'" . " " "" 6,000
.on in PS/17/GER Housing settlement (Hamburg) " " " " . " " . " . " " 92,857

" . " . "" 45,938 PS/20/GER Individual housing " " " " " . " . " " " " " . " " " " " . 44,000
" " " " " " 12,115
" • " 11 " " 5,000 Total .•••.. 136,857
" " " . " " 19,346

GREECEi of

· " " ". " 68,000 Perrr.anent solutions
27,692 "

" " " • " :1 PS/4/GRE/1955/Rev.1(d) (ii) Consolidation of econorníc and social position in·. " . " . 87,750
15,500 urban areas " " " " " " " . " " " " " " " " " . " . " " " 45,937

" . " " ". PS/3/GRE/1956(a) Establishment in crafts and trades ..•...•.•. 62,563
" " " " " " 4,200
" . " . " " 38,077 PS/4/GRE/1956(a) Consolidation of economic and social position in

25,000 urban areas " ...................... 49,438· .....
PS/9/GRE Housíng for Armenían refugees .........•.• 43,000·..... 12,115

34,615 , PS/3/GRE/1956(b) Establishment in crafts and trades .......... 62,562·.....
PS/4/GRE/1956(b) Consolidation of economic and social position in

iV.1. 3,392,086 urban areas ....................... 49,437
PS/4/GRE/1956(c) Consolidation of economic and social poaítíon in

urban areas ..... • • • • • • • • • D •••••••• 49,438
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.EF
utíon

Countryand
project number

PS/4/GRE/1956(d)

PS/4/GRE/1956(e)

UNREF
Project description Qontribution

1
Consolidation of economic and social position in

urban areas .•.•.•••.•••••.•.•.•••. 49,437
Consolidation of economic and social posítíon in

urban areas •••••••••.•••.•.•••••.• 49,438

PROMOTION OF RESETTLEMENT

PS/2/RES/LATAM Resettlement loans
PS/3/RES/LATAM Resettlement loans
psi4/RES/LATAM Rea.ettlement loans

,000
,346
,846
,382
,000
,038
,000
,103
,618

,333

ITALY

Permanent solutions

psi4/ITA/1956(b)
PS/5/ITA/1956(b)

. PS/6/ITA/1956(b)
PS/7/ITA/1956(b)
PS/10/ITA(b)

Difficult cases

DC/9/ITA(b)
DC/10/ITA(b)

Total ••••.•

Establishment in crafts and trades ...•......
Establishment in crafts and trades ••.•••.•..
Establishment in crafts and trades .••..•.•.•
Establishment in crafts and trades ••.•.•.•.•
Establishment in crafts and trades .•.•••.•..

Total .•.•.•

Settlement in various local institutions
Settlement in various local institutions

Total .•.•..

Total ..... " .

461,250

68,900
39,000
15,600

2,600
2,600

128,700

16,000
8,000

24,000

3::,500
9,500
9,500

53,500

,143
,914

,057

,857
,000

,937
,563

,438
,000
,562

,437

,438

Total of projects authorized in category C/1956/Rev.1. • .. 1,348,697
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