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The CHAIR~: I declare open the 228th plenary meet~ng of the Committee on 
Disarmament. 

The Committee starts today . its consideration _of . item· 5 .of its agenda 
entitled, "New types of weapons of mass destruction and new systems of such 
\o~eapons; radiological ~eapons." In accordance with rule 30 of the rules of 
procedure' any member wi-s.hing to do so may raise any subject releva'nt to the work 
of the Committee. · . · 

May I draw the attention of the Committee to document CD/399 entitled,· 
"Progress report to the Committee on Disarmament on the Sixteenth Session ofthe 
Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International Co-operative Measures 
to Detect and· Identify Seismic Events", which has been placed on your table in the 
Committee tQday. You will recall that, at our last plEmary meeting, I informed 
the Committet:J th~;t we would consider the progress 1~-eport today. :i: suggest that, 
in accordance with ·the practice followed by th ·~ Comm,i.t .tee, we listen to the · 
speakers inscribe.d to take t.hEl floor and afterwards I will invite the Chairmari of 
the Group .of .Scientifj.p Experts to make any additional · co~entsand reply to 
questions seeking clarifications concerning the progress report. As I noted at 
our last plenarymeeting, further considgration of the pro~ress report will b~;; · 
continued at anot.her plenary meeting, when the Committee inay dt:!C_id·~:: what action 
to take on it. · · · 

I have on my list . of spuakt:rs for today the r epresentative of, Bulg~ria. 

Mr. KONSTANTINOV · (Bulgaria): Mr. Chairman~- in .my -statement today I should 
like to' ·dwell on one·' of the -important issues on our ,agenda, namely, the problem 
of new .-. ~ypes of -~ea'pons of mass destruction and new systems of such weapons. 

Together with othor socialist countries, this delegation has on several 
occasions submitted concrete proposals directed at achieving the prohibition of 
the deveiopme.rit ' and' manufacture of new types and. systems of weapons of mass 
destruction. "These proposalspertain both to the issue as :a whole and to 
separate concrete agreements on the prohibition of the possible manufacture of 
such weapons. 

To contest the urgency of this problem would be at least unfounded. \ve all 
bear witness to the ceaseless emergence of new theori1~s, of new types and sy'sttiims 
of weapon~ for mass destruction. Some of . these types have long advanced . beyond 
the stage of design and to deny ·their possible e~istence, with· all the secrecy 
surroundir~ them, would be no longer workable. 

Som·e of the delegations amongst us have denil')d and are. denying the necessity 
of negotiating this questionin our Cornri'littee. However, there is now a profusion 
of conf'irmE:ld datacontained in scientific, military and political publications 
which, beyond· any doubt, testify that such weapons would · not. be only a more 
sophisticated type of weapon but that they could also be completely new. types of 
weapons from the point of v1m-1 of their technology and their military and 
political ~niplications. · 

The prohibition of the new weapons of mass destruction and of the new systems 
of such weapons haa a long history. Furthermore, after the submission by the 
Soviet Union ::tt · the ·thirty-third regular session of the United Nations 
General Assembly of a ·concrete -proposal on the conclusion of an international _, 
agreement on this matter, the discussions· took on a more intensive cha.raeter. 
Since 1976 this problem has, too, remained steadily on the agenda of the Committee 
on Disarmamsrit. 
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The exchange of Vl. (;:WS during the years since 1976 has helped to clarify 
differences in approach to the solution of this problem. Nevcrth~l~ss, this 
delegation is convinced thatthe greatest efficiency in this regard lies in a 
comprehensive approach to its . solution, which would provide us with the widest 
rnnge of possibilities to a ccomplish the t .s sk 3uccessfully. Such an 
accomplishment would be id~ntified by the conclusion of an interna tional 
agreement on a comprehensive prohibition of the development and manuf~cture of 
new types a nd systems of weetpons of mass destruction, supplemented with an annex 
containing a list of those types which have to be prohibited. Such a kind of .an 
agreement could envisage also the conclusion of separate agreements on specific 
types of weapons of mass destruction. 

United Na tions General Assembly resolutions on the issue of the prohibition 
of ne w types of wea pons of m::'I SS destruction adopted within the p::tst few years 
hnve expanded t.he general a pproach and increased our possibilities with n view 
to finding a solution to this problem. To single out r ·:: solution 37177 A, 
adopted at the lnst session of the Genera l Assembly, we 11re requested, in the 
light of our t~xisting prior•ities, "to intensify negotia tions, with the assistance 
of qualified governmc;;ut.al experts, with a vH~H to prepr.lrin.r.~ a draft comprehensive 
agreement on the prohibition of the d '"~velopment ::tnd manufo.cture of n~w types of 
weapons of mass dastruction tlnd nc:w systems of such wea pons, and to dr:'lft 
po:Jsible agr\:ements on pa rticulal' types of such \-teapons 11

• 

The same resolution further- c<11ls upon States perrn'1nent members of the 
Security Council, ns well as upon other mibtarily significantStnt\:!s, "to make 
declar:"l tions 1 identica l in substance 1 . concerning tht! refusa l CO creatB new 
typ~S of weapons of mass destruction Flnd nt>\"i r:iystems Of SUCh weapons 1 a s a first . 
step towards the conclusion of a comprehensive agreement on this subject~ bearing 
in mind that, such decla rations would be npprovE·d thereo.fte r by a decision of the 
Security Council 11 • 

The provisions just refer•red to ir. resolution 3'7177 A provide us with the 
possibility and th~ obligation to int~nsify our. efforts he re, in this Committee , 
with a view to r a pidly reaching the concre te goal. 

_ At t-his . juncture, I sh-:>uld like also to touch briP.fly upon the activit ies 
of the Ad r)oc \~or king Group on Radiological We<'. pons. 

The situation in tha t Group since th(;l beginning of this year is giving rise 
to mixed feelings a ::) far as my delegation is concern~::'d. 

· On th<:> one hand, there is a positiv~ development in the Horking Group. The 
setting up of two subgroups under the chairmanship of the representatives of the 
USSR mtd the United Sta t·~s to examine, r~specti Vi;ly, the problHms of the 
pre vention of att~cks against civiliqn nuclear f acilities a nd the main problems 
of the prohibition of radiological W\-1apons, c~Ptainly introduced an element of 
nct.ivity on the cla rification of some of the main problems. 

However, given th~ current r a t 8 of performance, we can hardly hope for the 
opportunicy to !:h:~e r:1 dr·aft of an agreement on the prohibition of radiological 
weapons, either \-lith annexes or without them, at thiz curr~mt slilssion. 

The .. . efforts nnd constructivism exerted by the chairmen and most of the 
delegations should l end to c displ~y of a ·higher degree of political will and 
flexibility in th!::! Worki ng Group so ns to .1.chi":vt-: a n early r esult. 

To conclude , F.l llet-t me to expr8ss my hope tha t the Ad Hoc Horking- Group on 
Radiologica l H<:!apons will prov~; ca pabl1.: of ov""rcoming existing internal problems 
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and that in. the near future :l,.t will. raise· our spirits with real and concrete~._..· ·. 
results. 

The · CHAIRMAN: That cqncludes my li~t of speakers for today. Does any other 
delegation wish to take the {loor? ' ·. 

I would like now to give the floor to the P~rsonal Representative of the 
Secretary-General and Secretary of the Committee, Ambassador Jaipal, who would . 
lik_e to make a statement.. ·· ·- · 

Mr. JAIPAL (Secretary of the Committee on Disarmament and Personal 
Representativ.e of the ,Sec;:retary-General): A compilation . under the item on 
11Prt)vant.i~ .of nuclear .war, including all related matters", . prepared by the 
secretariat, has been -circulated today under the symbol CD/398. I should like .to 
mention that earlier documentation relevant to the sam~ question . may be found in 
two tabula~.i.ons _ of proposals prepared by the secretariat and circulated in 1981 
and 1982 .u~er the aym~ls .qD/171,. and CD/293. Do_cument CD/293 covers the 
period 1946-1978, betw~en tbe ~stablishment of .the tklited Nations and the first 
special session . devoted to disarmam.ent. · It includes proposals submi:tte<;!. to the 
General Assembly, the Atomic Energy Commission, the Disarmament Commission, . the 
Conference of the Ten-Nat.ion Committee on Disarmament, the Conference .·or ~he 
Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament, the Conference of the COmmit~ee on ·. 
Disarmament and various other bodies. In addition, document CD/293 includes ail 
relevant General Assembly resolutions adopted during the same period. Document 
CD/171 covers the period from 1978, the first special session devoted to 
disarmament, to the spring of 1981 and includes proposals and resolutions adopted 
during that period. The document circulated this morning covers proposals made 
subsequently. 

I wish als9 t6 inform the members of the Committee that the following 
communications frQm non~governmental organizations and other persons have b~en 
received during the current session of the Committee and they are available in 

\ .. . 
the secretariat for perus·al by members of the Committee: 

1. 

2. 

4-

6. 

40 letters from members of the Women's International League for Peace · 
and P'reedom of the United States of America; 

Letter from the Quaker Office in Geneva; 

Appeal from the Special NGO Committee supported by 30 organizations ... tor 
urgent action to halt the arms race; 

Petition from Dr. carl Sagan of Cornell University, in the United States, 
signed by 34 scientists and others, to ban space weaponry; 

Letter from Dr. Jeffrey Segall of the .Medical Association for Prevention 
of War, London, advocating .a comprehensive ban on disease-inducing methods. 
of warfare; ·· · 

A proposal from Mr. Robert Deleon of the United States for an international 
conference against the threat of . nuclear war. 

t 

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Person~l Representative of the Secretary-General 
and Secretary of the Committee for his statement. 

As announced at the opening of this plenary meeting, I now give the floor to 
the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International 
Co--operative Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events, Dr. Ola Dahlman. 
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}rr. DAHLV~ (Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider 
International Co-operative Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events): . 
Mr. Chairman, I appreciate this opportunity to address this distinguished Committee 
and to introduce to you the progress reportof the recent meetjJlg of the .Ad Hoc 
Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International Co-operative Measures tci . ,.: 
Detect and Identify Sei~Tiic Events contained in document CD/399 which is being 
circulated today. 

The Ad Hoc Group met from ll to 22 July and experts from 20 countries and a 
representative from the World Meteorological Organization took part in the session. 

Throughout its two weeks 1 session the Group enjoyed a co-operative and · 
constructive spirit and reached _agreement on a number of issues. The Group made 
an in-:-depth r .eview of a d~.f't qf its third report and in the course of the session 
made significan-t progress towards . achieving consensus on the main body of this 
report. The Group furthe~ · agreed -- and this is an important s.tep _:_ that, it 
should seek to .achieve consensus also on the detailed technical:instructirins • 
contained in the appendice.s to be annexed to its :thi:r4 .. repp,rt~· · · ~hese detaiJ,ed 
instructions contain, inte.:r: .~l.ia, specificatio~s. :fcir ;_t.h€3 processing and handling 
of data at International Dat~ Centres a,n.d pr.qce.du,res to be followed in future 
experimental tests. An agreement on these instructions would be of great 
importance for . the further 1-10rk of iihe Group and for the development of 
international co-operative measures. · 

However, j;.n view of the lar@. volume and the corlplexity of tbis material," the 
Group was not .able · .to complete its :r;eview during this session. . The Group 
envisages, though, .. to . finalize its third report during the next 'session and to 
submit the report to the Committee on Disarmament following that session. 

.. ... 

The .Ad Hoc Group took note of the letter addressed to the Chairman of the 
Committee •on Disarmament from the Secretary-:-General of ;t~e World Meteorological .. 
Organization (VJI-10) (Committee on Disannai!lent Working Paper_+fo .. 99 of 20 .June 1983), 
in which he infonned the Committee of the decision by the WMQ ~xec~tive Qouncil 
to approve the inclusion of seismic bulletins L! the global exchange programme. 
Thus the formal approval now exists to regularly exchange Level I seismic data 
through the Global Telecommunication System (GTS) of the WMO, starting 
l December 1983. 

The Ad Hoc Group noted with great satisfaction these new formal arrangements 
provided by \.JM'O for the regular use of its Global TeleCOllll!lunication System for 
seismic data exchange, and the Group discussed a proposal for a new e:icperil'tlent 
concerning the exchange and analysis of Level I data using the WMO/GTS on this 
new regular use basis. 

The experment discussed by the Ad Hoc Group should result in the further 
elaboratiohof .operational procedures for Level I seismic data· exchange and of 
operational proced'lll'les at the envisaged International Data Centres. This 
experiment would also make it possible, for the first time, to test a more 
exten13ive flow of Level I data over the Global Telecommunication System of WMO, 

The experiment as envisaged will be held in 1984 and would last for about 
two mpnths, including preparatory operation for ab::>ut two weeks. 
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The Ad Hoc Group has over the years enjoyed an excellent · co-operation with· 
WMO and also in connection with this new experiment a close co-operation with WMO 
is of the greatest importance. It was noted that WMO needs a period of notice of 
at least three months before the experiment and its p:reparatocy phase can start. 
The Group therefore recommends that final instructions for such an expQriment 
should be discussed and completed at its next session. · 

To obtain a comprehensive test of the capability of the WMO/GTS system ·to 
exchange seisnological data globally, a broad participation wfth globally · 
distributed seismological stations will be essential. The Group has on earlier 
ocCa.sions stressed the importance of a wider participation in its work, especiallY 
from countries and stations in the southern hemisphere," and I will ta..l{e this 
opportunity also to encoura~ countries not at present represented in the -Ad Hoc 
Group to participate in this new experiment. Information on participating 
stations will be compiled and presented at the Group 1s next meeting. 

The Ad Hoc Group also discussed the schedule for its further work, and 
suggests. that its next session, subject to appro\~1 by the Committee on Disarmament, 
should be conven~d from 27 February to 9 :Ma:rch 1984, in Geneva. 

~~. Chairman, I thank you for this opportunity to present the progress report 
of the recent meeting of the Ad..]!Q£ Group of Scie~;.tific Exports to Consider 
International Co-operative Measures to Detect and Identif,y Seismic Events, and I 
am prepared to try to answer any questions .that dintinguished members of the 
Committee may have. 

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Chairman of the Ad HQ.£ Group for his statement. 
I offer the floor to any member ~-:-:.'.-~h.i .!'.g to address questions to the Chai~an of 
the Ad HQ£ Group or comment on the contents of the p~ogress report contained in 
document CD/399· 

Mr. STEELE (AustraJ.ia): 1-zy delegation welcomes the progress report to the · 
Committee of the sixteenth session of the Ad,J!Q£ Group of Scieriti.f'.ic Experts to 
COnsider International Co-operative Measures to Detect and Identif,y Seismic Events, 
introduced today by the Chairman of the Group, Dr. Dahlman. 

Australia saw little in the last progress report of the Group of Scientific 
Experts that could be described as progress. This time, thanks to the greater 
spirit o£ ·co-operation evident within the Group, there is much that we ·oan welcome. 

We are impressed particularly by the decision of the Group to conduct a new 
exper.:iJnental exercise concerning the exchan~ and analysis of Level I data using 
the WMO/GTS on a "regular use II basis. This will be the first experiment 
conducted under the new formal arrangements with the World Heteorological 
Organization, · agreed to by the WMO Executive Council earlier this year. It is 
anticipated that the new experiment will result in the further elaboration of 
operational procedures for Level I seismic data exchan~ and of operational 
procedures for the proposed international data centres, 
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The Australian delegation was honoured by the invitation to its representative, 
Mr. Peter 'McGregor, to ad as co-ordinator for the Planningjl1anagement Con1Il1i ttee 
for the new experimental exercise. We are currently examining the possibility of 
his accepting this position. 

The current report of the Group of Scientific Experts also notes that 
"significant progress" was made tmiards completion of the third report to the 
Committee on Disarmament. We look forward to the presentation of the finished 
product following the next session of the Group ~arly next year. We also note 
with pleasure that the draft agenda for the next session includes the submission 
of a further progress report to the Committee on Disarmament. The implication of 
this is that the Group of Scientific Experts sees a future for itself beyond the 
presentation of ;i..ts third report. This would be a development that my delegation 
would welcome. In our view, work remains to be done, most immediately in pursuing 
the role that the automatic exchange of Level II data can play in the verifioation 
of a comprehensive test-ban treaty. 

There is much the Group can do in the way of f'urther refining operating 
procedures and techniques in anticipation of the day when negotiations on a 
comprehensive test ban commence. Even after that day, it can contribute in 
scientific and technical tenns to enabling a verification system to be in place 
and ready to go, upon the entry into force of a comprehensive test-ban treaty. 
Australia is preparing for that day itself: the Foreign Minister, Mr. Hayden, 
stated on 7 July that Australia would be seeking to improve its independent 
capacity to monitor nuclear explosions by developing its seismic monitoring 
capability. 

There is evidently a busy future for the Group of Scientific Experts. We 
commend Dr. Dahlman and his team for their work thus far and offer them our 
continuing support and encouragement. Docwnent CD/399 and the Chainnan 1 s report, 
introduced today, deserve close study. In particular, my delegation supports the 
appeal by Dr. Dahlman for the broadest possible participation in a proposed 
experiment involving the W!viO/GTS. 

Mr. NORMAN (United States of America): My delegation welcomes the progress 
report from the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts and we are pleased to note that 
substantive progress is being made toward completion of the third report of the 
Group. The United States looks forward to the receipt of the third report and 
understands it will contain new useful information necessary for the specification 
and testing of a global system to exchange seismic data. 

Let me refer to only one point relevant to the Group's current work. The 
Group has received from WMO approval to use the Global Telecommunication S,ystem 
on a regular basis. We applaud this, and wholeheartedly support the 
recommendation of the Group of Scientific Experts that an experiment be conducted 
under this new arrangement to exchange seismic data on a global basis. Such an 
experiment by the Group is needed and will be a useful contribution to its work. 
We would encourage as many States as possible to participate in this experimental 
exercise. Many countries, some represented here in the Committee on Disarmament 
and some hot, have the necessary seismological equipment, access to WMO 
communications channels and technical expertise to contribute to this experiment. 
The Group of Scientific Experts is actively seeking additional participants for 
this test, whether or not they are currently sending experts to the Group, and 
this is extremely useful. The objectives of the proposed test cannot be fully 
met unless arrangements are made for the contribution of seismic data from 
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stations which are located in various geographiD&l ,areas ot the world, and 
seismologioa.l d.a.ta from stations located both in countries represented here in 
the Committee on Disarmament and in other countries could make a critioal 
difference in the outcome of' the experiment. 

I encourage those countries which have the capabilit.y for participattng in 
this exercise to do eo. 

Th8 CHAIRMA.N• If' there is no other speaker, I ~st that w take up 
the progress report of' the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts asain at our plenary 
meeting on Tu.esdq, 2 August. On that occasion, I will also put to tho Committee 
for decision the recommendations contained in paragraph 10 of document CD/399. 

The Committee agreed last week to hold this afternoon an in£onnal meeting to 
consider the question of the prevention of nuclear war, including all related 
matters, as well as other outstanding questions. I have conducted consultations 
with the co-ordinators and other delegations and we reached the conclusion that 
it would be advisable to postpone that inf'o~l meeting to Thurs~, 28 July, 
at 3.30 p.rt. 

If there is no objection, I shall take it that this is acceptable. 

It was so decidod. 

~he CHl..IRMA.Nr I would also like to .in!orm members that the contact group 
on how to deal with item 7 of' the agenda, "Prevention of' an a.nns race in outer 
apace", will meet in Conference Room C.l08 immediately after the plena.r,y meeting. 

The next plenary meeting of' the Coomittee on Disarmament will be held on 
Thursda,y, 28 July, at 10.30 a.m. 

The meeting stands ajourned. 

The meeting rose at 11.40 a.m. 


