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Assistance to refugees:Page
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(g) Rep~rt of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Rl!lfugees;

(b) Reportof the Secretary.General onthe World RefugeeYear

REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE (A/4582)
6. The PRESIDENT: Unless there is a proposal to
discuss the Third Committee's report under rule 68
of the rules of procedure, interventions will be limited

11~9 to explanations of vote.

7. Miss HAMPTON (New Zealand), Rapporteur ofthe
Third Committee: I have the honour to present the
report of the Third Committee [A/4582] on item 33
of the Assembly's agenda. Under thl.s item, the Com
mittee considered the 1960report Qfthe United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees [A/4378/Rev.1 and
Rev.1/Adl1.1] and also the report of the Secretary-
General on the World Refugee Year [A/4546].

8. The past year has been marked by a considerable
leap forward in international endeavours directedboth
to achieving final solutions for the refugee problems
and to channelling assistance to particular groups of
refugees not within the High Commissioner's mandate.
Resulting from the discussions in the Committee of
particular aspects of these questions, four draft reso
lutions are being recommended to the Assembly for
adoption.

9. Draft resolution I, dealing with the report of the
High Commissioner, invites states Members of ~It~

United Nations and members of the specialized sgen
otes to continue to devote attention to refugee problems
still awaiting solution. It calls for continued efforts
to improve the legal status of refugees, to increase
facilities for repatriation, resettlement and Integra-
tion, including, of course, financial contributions,
and for consultations with the High Commissioner in
respect of measures of assistance to refugees not
within the competence of the United Nations.

10. Draft resolution n recommends that the High
Commissioner should continue his present action
on behalf of refugees from Algeria in Morocco and
Tunisia. He is alscaskedtousehisinfluence to ensure
the continuation of the operation carried out on their
behalf jointly by his Office and the League of Red
Cross Societies, and, in the event that this should
prove impossible, to draw up and execute a programme
for the assumption by his Office of responsibility for
these refugees from 1 July 1961.

11. Draft resolution III is occasionedby the imminent
departure of the High Commissioner for Refugees,
Mr. Auguste Lindt, whose final year of office has
coincided with the augmentedinternation'ilendeavours
associated With the World Refugee Year, and whose
successor, Mr. F~lix Schnyder, this Assembly has
just endorsed. In terms of this draft resolution, the
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AGENDA ITEM 19

Election of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refug3es

1. The PRESIDENT: The first item on this afternoon's
agenda is the election of the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees to succeed Mr. A'I1gust Lindt,
who now leaves this post after four years of distin
guished service.

5. The PRESIDENT: I should like to take this oppor
tunity to congratulate. Mr. Scihnyder on the confidence
which the Assembly has placed in him and to wish
him every success in his valuable workon behalf of the
refugees.

2. Chapter III, paragraph 13, of the statute of the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees provides that "the High Commissioner shall
be elected by the General Assembly on the nomination
of the Seoretary-General. n [General Assembly reso
lution 428 (V), annex.l

Agenda item 19:
Election of the United Nations lIigh Commis-

sioner for Refugees • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • •

Agenda item 33:
Assistance to refugees:
(li.!) Report of the United Nations High Com

missioner for Refugees;
(ll) Report of the Secretary--General on the

World Refugee Year
Report of the Third Committee • • • • • • • • •

Agenda item 87:
Declaration on the granting of independence to

colonial countries and peoples (continued). •

3. Members of the Assembly have before them a note
by the Secretary-General on this matter [A/4607]. In
this note, the Secretary-General informs the Assembly
that "he has nominated Mr. FaUx Schnyder (Switzer
land) for the post of United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees to succeed Mr. Auguste Lindt."
I am certain that I voice the feeling of the Assembly
in thanking the Secretary-General for this nomination.

4. Unless a vote is requested, I would suggest that
the Assembly might elect Mr. Schnyder to be High
Commissioner for Refugees by acclamation.

.Mr. Falix Schnyder was elected United Nations High
Commi~sionerfor Refugees by acclamation.
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Assembly is asked to express its appreciation to
Mr. Lindt for the work he has performed during his
years as Unit'ad Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees and to wish him success in his future under
takings. In the Committee, this text was accepted
without voting and the Assembly may wish to follow
a similar procedure.

12. Draft resolution IV relates to the World Refugee
Year. It notes with gratifioation the remarkable suc
cess of the World Refugee Year in many rarts of the
world, expresses thanks to those whohave contributed
to the success of the Year, as well as to the Secretary
General and his Special Representative for their ef
forts, and concludes with the recommendation that
further endeavours be made to assist refugees.

13. I have the honour, on behalf of the Third Com
mittee, to recommend to the Ger,eral Assembly the
adoption of these four draft resolutions. May I say
that, in doing so, ...ne GeneralAssembly, while record
ing its satisfaction with the progress made in dealing
with the refugee questions '.nd with the encouraging
result of action at so many levels and throughout
widely scattered areas of the world, would stress the
need for continued efforts on behalf of those groups,
which must surely have special appeal to the world
social conscience, in order to achieve solutions of
thiS problem in a truly humanitarian fashion.

14. The PRESIDENT: If no representative wishes to
explain his vote on any of the four draft resolutions
recommended in the report of the Third Committee
[A/4582 para. 63], I propose to put them, one by one,
to the Assembly.

Draft resolution I was adopted by 66 votes to none,
with 10 abstentions.

Draft resolution 11 was adopted by '1'1 votes to none,
with 1 a.bstention.

15. The PRESIDENT: Draft resolution Ill, entitled
"Expression of appreciation to the United Nations High
Oommlastoner for Refugees", was adopted without a
vote in the Third Committee. Unless some repre
sentative wishes the draft resolution to be put to the
vote here, perhaps the Assembly would be prepared
to signify its approval of this draft resolution by 00
olamanon,

Draft resolution 111was adopted by accl'amation.

Draft resolution IV was adopted by '1'1 votes to none,
with 10 abstentions.

AGENDA ITEM 87

Declaration on the granting of independence to colonial
countries and peoples {continue!D

16. The PRESIDENT: Before:;: come to the list of
speakers inscribed today on the item before us, I give
the floor to the representative of Guatemala in exer
cise of his right of reply.

17. Mr. HERRARTE (Guatemala) (translated from
Spanish): In its statement in the general debate on the
item "Declaration on the granting of independence to
colonial countries and peoples", the delegation of
Guatemala mentioned in passing the wrongful occu
pation of the Guatemalan territory of Belize by the
United Kingdom, but, in view of the general nature of
the item now under discussion, we did not consider

it appropriate to go into the matter in detail, However,
at the 934th meeting on 3 December 1960, the repre
sentative of Mexico saw fit to refer to the case of
Belize in connexton with my statement, and stated the
problem in a form open to misunderstanding and mis
interpretation.

18. My delegation thanks the representative of Mexico
for giving it the opportunity to go into the problem
of Belize in more detaU. Mydelegatton wishes to state
ence agatn, as it has been doingfor several yearst that
the claim recently put forward by Mexico regarding
rights in the territory of Belize which it wouldad
vance if that territory's status should be changed in
response to Guatemala's demands, is not, under any
circumstances or for any reason, to be regarded as
a move made jointly or. in concert with my country,
which has claimed exclusive rights to the territory
for over 100 years.

19. I should like to add a few comments on this mat
ter, The Belize problem is purely and simply a case
of seizure of territory by a great Power from a weak
country which lacked the means to ensure that its
rights were respected. It is true that, as the repre
sentative of Mexico said, the occupation of the terri
tory began in virtue of the permits for timber.- felling
granted to Great Britain by Spain under the treaty of
1773, for the area from the river Hondo to the river
Belize, and the treaty of 1776, which added the area
between the river Hondo and the river SlbUn. In both
treaties, Spain expressly reserved its sovereignty
over the territory while granting the British the usu
fruct thereof free of charge, subject to certain re
strictions, particularly with regard to the right to
build fortifications. These concesstons lay within the
Captaincy-General of Guatemala, in the Province of
Pet6n; the river Hondo separated the Captaincy
General of Guatemala from the Captaincy of Yucatan,

20. When the Captaincy-General of Guatemala was
declared independent on 15 September 1821, the
Fed~!'al Republic of Central America was formed and
inherited all rights of sovereignty over the territories
which it covered, The United Kingdom's precarious
usufruct of the Belize area expired in virtue of inter
national law, inasmuch as new States start theirinde
pendent existence free of all commitments made by
the previous sovereign, such commitments being~
inter alios acta.

21. The independent existence ofthe Federal Republic
of Central America was beset by many trials; the
great Power in question, wishing to gain control of
the canal ,\'outes, worked for its division. The Federal
Republic llf Central America was unable to secure
recognttton by the United Kingdom save at the price
of cession of the territory of Belize. It also extended,
by way of the Mosquitia shore and the Bay islands, to
the territories of Honduras and Nicaragua.

22. When the Federal Republic of Central America
was dissolved and divided into the five independent
Republics of Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, each with jurisdiction '
over the te:rritory of the corresponding former State,
the territory of Belize fell within the jurisdiction of
Guatemala under the rule of ut~ possidetis.

23. The serious threat that loomed over the Central
American States was to some extent dispelled by the
Olayton-Bulwer Treaty of 1850, under which Great
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different from the historical reality. I should also like
to remind the Mexican representative of what his
country means to us. We are proud of the historical
and cultural bonds between us. For the small countries
of Central America, Mexico is like an elder brother.
We admire its great civic deeds, its nobility, its deep
and historical sense of continental solidarity, and its
relations with our peoples have always been most cor
dial. We are therefore entitled to expect from that
great country what Benito Jutirez, one of its greatest
men, expressed in the monumental words: "Peace is
respect in the rights of others".

29. Mr. OBEID (Sucan): May my first words in this
brief intervention be words of tribute and congratula
tion to the delegation of the Soviet Union, under the
leadership o~ Premier Khrushchev, for having taken
the very timely initiative of proposing that this item
be placed on the agenda of this session and for having
Ing successfully advocated its discussion in plenary
meeting.

30. The progress of the debate thus far has demon
strated with devastating force the depth ofconvictions
guiding the.freedom-loving peoples of the world in this
determined struggle to eradtoate a sinister phenome
non from which humanity has suffered only too long
and which has generated much poison in the relations
between man and man,

31. I believe that everything that ought to be said has
been said by the more enlightened speakers who have
preceded me to this rostrum and I am, therefore, not
going to protract this debate by covering the same
ground again. It is not my intention to go into the
details of the history of colonialism; but I shall try
to follow a brighter theme-that of the struggle against
colonialism which has resulted in freedom and in
dependence.

32. Two conceptions ha.ve, over the years, been de
veloped by the colonial Powers as justifications for
dominating others. In the first place, they tellus that,
in subjugating the colontal peoples, they have a civiliz
ing mission to perform. In the second place, they tell
us that they have been entrusted with that mission
because they are superior. This latter conception went
to the heads of some of the colonial Powers to an ex
tent that it has developed into a policy as sinister and
as diabolical aa colonialism itself and which we now
call "racialism". It does not need much ingenUityto
discover the flimsiness and even absurdity;')f such
theories. Civilization is one of those great words that
has so· far defied definition. Theories of racial su
periority have led their propagators to nothing but
inevitable and all-embracing disaster, and history
sometimes repeats itself. It is not naive to state that
these theories are used to cover the exploitation of
peoples and to justify the enjoyment of the material
fruits of their land andtheir labour. Buthuman beings,
by their very nature, cannot accept or tolerate foreign
domination and the injustice, humiliation and degrada
tion that necessarily accompany it. It was only natural
then for thosepeoples to rise, to resist,and to struggle
to redeem a birthright.' These resistance movements
against colonialism were rather Isolated in the early
days of colonialism. The odds were heavy, the condi
tions were adverse, the costs were incalculable, count
less lives were lost or sacrificed, prisons overflowed
with what the colonialists called ilagitators".but who
were, in fact, freedom lovers. But the will of God and
the determination of his creatures to redeem what he

Britain and the United States undertook not to oocupy
anypart of Central America.

24. For reasons which I need not go into here, aad
under the pressure of oircumstances, the Government
of Guatemala was forced to conclude with Great Britain
the Convention of 1859. This was a real treaty of ces
sion and increased the area of the territory from
6,000 to more ~han 22,000 square kilometres. It con
tained a compensatlon clause with which the United
Kingdom did not comply; Guatemala has therefore
denounced the treaty, but the United Kinl1;dom has not
returned the territory wrongfully held.

25. The Go;ernment of Mexico concluded with the
United Kingdom Government in 1893 a frontier treaty
under which the river Hondo-th3 boundary between
the Captaincy of Yucattin and the Captainoy-General
of Guatemala in colonial times, as we have seen-was
recognized as the frontier between the territory of
Belize and the Province of Yucat!n, in Mexico. The
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mexico recognized
at the time that the 1859 Convention between Great
Britain and Guatemala had been a treaty concerning
the cession ofterritory, that the only issue with Mexico
was one of boundaries and that no sacrifice of Mexican
territory was involved.

26. At this point, I should like to remindthe Mexican
representative of what some illustrious Mexicans have
said in connexion with the Gi.latemalan case regarding
Belize. General Eduardo Hay, the Minister for For
eign Affah's of Mexico, in a very cordial note to the
Guatemalan Foreign Ministry in 1939, recognized
Guatemala's rights to Belize "in accordance", as he
put it, "with the historical, geographical and legal
background to the case". General Ltizaro Ctirdenas,
the President of Mexico, said in a statement in 1940:

"Just as Mexico feels strengthenedby these proofs
of solidarity, it also feels bound to reciprocate,
either by making proposals for peace or neutrsdity
or by supporting the territorial claims of sister
nations which, like Guatemala in Belize, justly seek
the settlement of long-standing disputes and the
healing of mutilations inflicted by force and in de
fiance of the rules of international law. "

27. The same attitude of solidarity has been shown
by the Central American Republics on several occa
sions and more partieular-ly in the Declaration of Prin
ciples of Central American Co-Existence (Declaration
of Antigua Guatemala), which Included the following:

"The First Meeting of Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of Central America declares, on behalf of
the States rspresented: ..• 8eventhly:its rejection
of the survival of colonialism in America and its
express statement that the territory of Belize is an
integral part of Guatemalan, and therefore of Central
American, ter:ritory, and th(l.t the .action taken to
reclaim it concerns all the states signatories ofthis
Declaration. "

28. It would take a long time to narrate the Guate
malan people's unremitting, heroic and worthy struggle
for the victory of their just cause. We have heard the.
VOices of the most eminent jurists and publto figures
of our continent raised in encouragement and support
of OUI right. It is consequently painful to us that, in
recent years, the delegation of Mexico haa advanced
at the United Nations claims which it had neverpre
viously made, which are opportunist i,ncharacter,
and which present the Belize problem in a form very
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has decreed for them prevailed against injustice and
inequality•

33. Rivalries between the colonial Powers helpedthis
liberation movement. Many times, and notably during
the last two wars, they tried to win the colonial peoples
to their side and gave them glittering promtses which
were soon to be forgotten after the hour of distress
was over. But the colonial peoples did notforget; they
accelerated their efforts and intensifiedtheir struggle,
so that the colonial Powers were, in the end, forced to
concede to them what was theirs-their independence.

34. The best example of these promises unfulfilled
is the famous Arab revolt. When the First World War
broke out and Turkey joined the side of Germany, the
Allies encouraged the Arabs-who were under Turkey
than-to revolt. They promised them complete inde
pendence after Victory. The Arabs revolted, fought
bravely on the side of the Allies and, within two to
three years, the Turks were driven out of Arabia,
Syria, Palestine and Lebanon. To the dismay of the
Arabs, it was soon discovered that the Allies had made
a secret treaty between them, called the Sykes-Picot
Agreement, sharing, amongst themselves, L1.e Arab
world. Not only that, but by the Balfour Declaration,
Great Britain promised the creationofanationalhome
for the Jews in Palestine against the clearly expressed
wish of the overwhelming majority of the Palestinians.
The tragic consequences of that unfortunate decision
are well known, since they have been with us here in
the United Nations for the last thirteen years.

35. But the Arabs did not succumb. They continued
the bitter fight even after the Allies had won the war
and imposed their authority over the Arab world.
Again, the wishes of the people and taetr indomitable
determination to realize them prevailed and most of
the Arab countries of the Middle East have achieved
the~r complete independence. It is regrettable that one
of the Arab countries in that area is still fighting Ior
its independence, but we hope itwillnotbe long before
Palestine will join the free nations of the world, in
spite of attempts to keep it in the present forced
desert camp settlement. 4

36. The sacrifice and endurance of the colonial peo
ples during their struggle were worth while: after the
Second World War, many Afro-Asian countries, led
by the great peoples of the Indian Sub-continent and
by Burma, Ceylon and Indonesia, gained their inde
pendence.

37. This episode brings us to the new and auspicious
era of the collective rise against colonialism. The
leaders of the independent Asian and African countries
realized that the plight of the colonial peoples in Asia
and Africa was the same and that their collective
efforts against colonialism would be more effective
than their individual action. Hence, the epoch-making
Asian-African Conference held at Bandung in 1955,
which constitutes a veritable landmark in man's re,:",
lentless and purposeful march on the road of liberty
and independencee . The lofty principles adopted by the
Conference are ever inspiring and shall always stand
as a beacon of liberty and freedom. Then followed the
first Conference of Independent African States, held
at Accra in1958. All Africa listened and held its breath
for its results. It adopted forceful resolutions, par
ticularly in the sphere of freedom and the future of
dependent territories in Africa. Resolution II reads:

"The G~nf~r_~I].~ of !.ndeJ2.~~~nt~frical1 States,

"R~Q2m!ising that the existence of colonialism in
any shape or form is a threat to the security and
independence of the African States and to world
peace,

"Considering that the problems and the future of
dependent territories in Africa are not the exclUsive
concern of the Colonial Powers but the responsibility
of all Members of the United Nations and in particu
lar of the Independent African States,

"Condemni~ categorically all colonial systems
still enforced in our Continent and which impose
arbitrary rule and repression on the peoples of
Africa,

"Convinced that a definite dais should be set for
the attainment offndependenceby each of the Colonial
Territories in accordance with the wlll of the people
of the territories and the provisions of the Charter
of the United Nations,

"1. Calls upon the Administering Powers to respect
the Charter of the United Nations in this regard, and
to take rapid steps to implement the provisions of
the Charter and the political aspirations of the people
namely self-determination and independence, ac
cording to the will of the people;

"2. Calls upon the Administering Powers to refrain
from repression and arbitrary rule in these terri
tories and to respect all human rights as provided
for in the Charter of the United Nations and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

"3. Calls upon the Administering Powers to bring
to bring to an end immediately every form of dis
crimination in these territories;

"4. Recommends that all Participating Govern
ments Should give all possible assistance to the
dependent peoples in their struggle to achieve self
determinatfon and iniependence;

"5. Recommends that the Independent African States
assembled here should offer facilities for training
and educating peoples of the dependent territories;

"6. Decides that the 15th April of every year bOe
celebrated as Africa Freedom Day."

My purpose in quoting this resolution in full is to have
it recorded in the annals of the United Nations.

38. This is how and why the presentliberationmove
ment in Africa gatheredforce and brought the sweeping
change in the continent. Just this year, sixteenAfrican
countries gained their independence and others are
on the way to independence. It is the collective will
and stand of all Africa for freedom and independence
that brought the change and determined to eradicate
eolontaltsm and racialism from the soil of Africa.
Africa-a continent that has for so long been ravished
by the scourge of colonialism and its concomitants
has shaken its chains. It will not wear them again.

39. We, the Africanpeople, who have euffered so much
and who have now, through our own efforts and with
the assistance of thefreedom..Iovfng peoples, achieved
our independence, realize the difference between our
miserable past and the brightpresent, and stillbrighter
future. It has been demonstrated beyond any doubt that
countries progress more rapidly in all fields after
independence.

40. In the report of. the Committee on Information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/4371, partI,
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para. 23), the representatives of India and Iraq stated
that, although in the past the Administering Members
had held that self-government should be the culmina
tion of a long process of economic and social devel
opment, experience had shown that the Territories
progressed more rapidly after they had become self
governing 01' independent. The representative of India
also emphasized that the Committee should consider
not only the progress achieved but what more should
and could be done. Moreover, it was important that
the progress should be assessed not only in terms of
statistics and percentages, but also by the extent to
which the needs or aspirations of the people had been
met. He emphasized that it could no longerbe accepted
that the attainment of freedom by peoples in Non-Self
Governing Territories should be made conditional on
their prior attainment of certain standards in other
fields.

41. Judging by our own experience, we totally agree
with these views. It has been proved beyond doubt that
colonialism is sterile and cannot contribute to pro
gress. The African independent States followed the
mareh of struggle tu free the remaining part of the
continent. The three conferences in Accra, Monrovia
and Addis Ababa intensified the pressure against
colonialism. But in spite of the march of freedom, we
find today some colonial Powers which hide their
heads in the sand. Portugal follows the most oppressive
and degrading policy in its African colonies ofMozam
bique, Angola, Guinea and others. Its policy can easily
be compared with the racialist policy of the Union of
South Africa, which is also applied in the Territory
of S~'lth West Africa. We should like these two coun
tries to watch the tempo of the time and to act in
harmony with the requirements of the age in which
they, and we, live. These people will not be forsaken
or forgotten. They will find assistance from all Africa
and the freedom-loving countries, until they achieve
their independence. We call upon the administering
Powers responsible for the affairs of Rhodesia, Nyasa
land, Kenya, Uganda, Malta, West Sahara, Somalia
territory under France, and West lrian to accede to
thewill, wishes and aspirations of thepeoples of these
territories.

42. As for Algeria, the greatest tragedy of our time,
so much has been said Ol.l.t very little has been done
to put an end to a brutal war now in its seventh year.
With every day that passes, this war in Algeria be
comes more and more furious. Loss of human life
both French and Algerian-mounts by the hour. More
than one-fourth of the population of Algeria are held
in prisons and internment camps where they are sub
jected to the most cruel and humiliating treatment.
This latter aspect of this inhuman war was shockingly
revealed in a report of the International Committee
of the Red Cross and was the subject of a strong pro
test addressed to the Secretary-General by twenty
Airo-Asian Members of the United Nations in February
ofthis year.

43,. This was the tragic result of the French Govern
ment's not abidingby President de Gaulle's recognition
of the right of the Algerian people to self-determina
tion. The behaviour of the Provisional Government of
Algeria, since President de Gaulle's declaration of
16 September 1959, has conststerely-been character
ized by a sense of responsibility, political maturity,
statesmanship and peaceful intentions.

44. In its declaration of 28 September 1959, in re
sponse to General de Gaulle's declaration, the Pro
visional Government of Algeria agreed with the French
position that the right of self-determination should
be the basis for a solution o~ the Algerian problem.
It also agreed with the French Government that re
course to universal suffrage as a means of determin
ing the political future of Algeria cannot take place
without the return of peace. It only asked for an op
portunity t.o discuss with France the political and
military conditions for the cease-fire and the con
ditions and guarantees for the application of the
principle of self-determination. This was a natural
demand. But, from what transpired during the year
since President de Gaulle's declaration, France seems
insistent that any discussions regardingthe cease-fire
or regarding the conditions and modalities of aDymeet
ing between France and the representatives of the
Provisional Government of Algeria should be unilat
erally decided by France. We have ample proof of
this from what took place at Melun between 25 and
29 June of this year. The conditions made by France
at that meeting-these conditions and modalities of a
meeting between French and Algerian delegations
were described by a former French Prime Minister,
Mr. Mendes-France, as follows and I quote: "conditions
so humiliating that they were equivalent to a demand
for eapitulation,"

45. But the valiant Algerian people, who have fought
so long and so courageously for an honourable cause,
will not capitulate to the weight of French armour,
because they have the right on their side and the right
will ultimately win.

46. We are convinced that Algeriawillbe independent
and that the representatives of Algerfa will soon be
sitting amongst us here. We are happy that today the
UnH;ed Nations decided to throw its moral weight
against colonialism and for the independence of sub
jugated peoples. It has contributed greatly intile move
ment of progress and Independence of Trust and Non
Self-Governing Territories. It is acting in accordance
with the determination proclaimed by the peoples of
the world in the Charter of the United Nations:

"••• to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights,
in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the
equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small,

"••• to promote social progress and better stan
dards of life in larger freedom, ",

47. To us, the draft resolution [A/L.323 andAdd.1-5] ,
of which my delegation has the honour to be a co
sponsor, marks the climax of the struggle and the
formal denunciation of colonialism in any form or
shape. We are convinced that the continued existence
of colonialism prevents the development of inter
national co-operatton, impedes the social, cultural and
economic development of dependent peoples and mili
tates against the, United Nations ideals of .universal
peace. We are convinced that the craving of dependent
peoples for freedom and independence is natural and
rational and that the process of liberation is irresisti
ble and irreversible, and, in order to avoid serious
crises, an end must be put to colonialism and all prac
tices of segregationand discrimination associatedwith
it. The United Nations is richer and stronger with the
emergence of the new independent States,andwe must
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57. As we have said before, if the United Nations is
to keep pace with events in the world and with the
growth of consciousness among the peoples of the
world in this regard, the time has come for it to de
clare its position on this question in clear and un
mistakable terms. We know that the Principles and
Purposes of the United Nations Charter, and the chap
ters in it dealing with international economic and
social co-operation and the international trusteeship
system are oriented towards the eventual eradication
of eolonlaltsm, But that alone does not seem to satisfy
the rising expectations of the peoples in the countries
that are still under colonial domination. This is the
main reason that has led us, along with so many other ,
Asian and African delegations, to eo-sponsor the
draft. resolution.

58. For understandable reasons, my delegation does
not wish to go into the origins of colonialfsm at this
stage, nor does ttwtsh to analyse its causes and mo
tives. In our opinion, colonialism, as a force in inte!'-

!il111R .!!]Jlln!

see that all peoples of the world are free and loyal 54. We are afraid of one thing and this is that, like
Members of the United Nations. any other subject, it might also be treated by oertain

interested parties as an item for cold war propaganda.
But to us, in Asia and Afl'ioa, who have experienoed
oolonial domination in the past and are even now seeing
the true pieture of oolonialism with its grim conse
quenoes to the people under its yoke, this is a matter
whioh should not be treated lightly and must not be
allowed to be given the cold war treatment in this
debate. To us it is something whioh is vital to the
evolution of a new world order based on frl:ledom,
justioe and equality for all men, irrespective of
their colour or the region to which they belong. In
our opinion, this is the kind of world order which is
envisaged in the Charter of the United Nations itself.

55. We were heartened and gratified to hear Mr. David
Ormsby-Gore, the Minister of Statefor ForeignAffairs
of the United Kingdom, remark earlier in the course
of his intervention on this subject:

"Let me say at once that the United Kingdom
delegation is in entire sympathy with what I know
to be the •••main purposes of these 9,elegations"
from the oontext it follows iliat these delegations
are the Asian andAfricandelegations-lithe achieve
ment with all possible speed of full self-government
and independence by those people who do not yet
enjoy these things;" [925th meeting, para. 32.]

The Minister of State for ForeignAffairs ofthe United
Kingdom referred-and I must say rightly-to the obli
gations the colonial Powers have undertaken under
Article 73 of the United Nations Chartez.But the ques
tion is how many of the colonial Powers, even to this
day, have shown respect for these obligations in their
colonial policies.

56. Yet, from another point of view, the speed with
which the Government of the United Kingdom itself
.might have advanced the cause of self-government
in different colonies-Trust and Non-Sell-Governing
Territories under its administration-might have been
"remarkable . in the light of the expectations of the
world in 1946"-these are the words of Mr. David
Ormsby-Gore [ibid., para. 35]-but the relevantques
tion is whether this speed with which self-government
has been advanced in the above-mentioned Territories
satisfies the growing demands of world public opinion
in 1960. .

48. The policy of my Government towards the freedom
movement in Africa is well defined and set forth clear
ly. It leaves no room for doubt. We shall help, moral
ly and materially, all African peoples struggling for
freedom, independence and equality. In a reoent corn
nuniqu6, the President of the United Arab Republic
and the President of the Repubtte of the Sudan declared
their condemnation of the policies designed to subjugate
and enslave the peoples, or to undermine human dig
nity because of colour, race or creed. They also de
clared that they will continue to support the oause of
national liberation of the African countries which are
yet to achieve independence. They condemned all
nefarious attempts aimed at disorganizing this libera
tion struggle and supported all attempts to uproot
colonialism and racialism from African soil.

49. We shall not remain silent in the face of injustice
nor fail to criticize whatever is manifestly wrong.We
shall always express ourviews honestly andfearlessly
and shall. always render any assistance within our
power to freedom fighters all over the world until
freedom and justice for all peoples throughout the
world are ensured.

50. In conclusion, we hope that the draft resolution
will be carried unanimously and that its implementa
tion will immediately follow its adoption. The goodwill
and the co-operation of the Administering Powers are
hopefully sought in rising to this challenge. We shall
expect them to try to forget the theories' with which
they sought to justify colonialism. On our part, we
shall also try to forget and what we cannot forget we
shall try to forgive.

51. Mr. SHAHA (Nepal): My delegation welcomes
the initiative JK the delegation of the USSR in spon
soring the item entitled "Declaration on the granting
of independence to colonial countries anti peoples n.
We feel that the time has come for the United Nations
to pronounce itself clearly and unequivqcally on the
necessity and urgency of unconditionally ending colo
nialism in all its forms and manifestations.

52. The advanced thinking and the enlightened con
science of mankind in the mid-twentieth century has
far outstripped even the most radical and progressive
concepts of colonialism, no matter what justification
the colonial Powers themselves may have for their
own policies and actions in this regard. It is true that
some countries have a better colonial record than
others, but this alone does not entitle those countries
with a more favourable record to seek justification
for the pursuit of their colonial policy in the changed
circumstances of the present-day world.

53. We might have some reservations of our own
with regard to the form of the Soviet declaration on
the granting of independence to colonial countries and
peoples [A/4502 and Corr.lh but it cannot be denied
that the Soviet declaration brtngs this idea of the
ending ofoolonialism into a sharp focus, Every Mem»
bel' should realize the importance and seriousness of
this matter that is presently being debated and should
direct all its efforts and attention towards enabling
the peoples still under colonial domination in the world
to realize their aspirations for freedom and inde
pendenee in the immediate fattlre.
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national politics, has to be examined in terms of its
effects on international relations. Judged in this light,
it has proved to be an unmitigated evil which has not
only vitiated the relations between the colonial peoples
but also has led to wars between the colonial Powers
themselves.

59. The history of the scramble for Africa in the
last century, and even in the early twentieth century,
bears testimony to this fact. The end of the Second
World War gave new impetus to the freedom movement
in Asia and Africa and, as a result of the general
awakening that ensued, quite a few countries in Asia
and Africa attained their independence and freedom
and took their rightful places in the community of
nations. .

60. If there has been any subject onwhich the nations
of Asia and Africa have been able.to put up a united
front before the world, it has been that of colonialism.
The Conference of the African-Asian nations held at
Bandung in April 1955 gave an answer to the question
as to how the peoples of Asia and Africa stand on this
subject.

61. It is our sincere belief that colonialism is no
longer tenable, that it is indeed on its last legs and
that a final effort must be made, here and now, for its
complete eradication. The SoViet initiative has given
us an opportunity to reaffirm our faith in the lofty
principles of the Charter in relation to colonialism
and declare ourselves finally and unequivocally against
it. In the opinion of my delegation, a solemn declaration
to the effect that colonialism must and will go quite
a long way to inspire hope and confidence in the minds
of the peoples of the world, and particularly those of
Asia and Africa, who have suffered and continue to
suffer most from colonialism.

62. As I have already said, my delegation is aware
that different colonial Powers have different colonial
records and these Powers make different kinds of
claims as to the success or failure of the colortal
system. o-ver-enthusiastic colonial thinkers have even
tended to regard colonialism as an unmixed blessing.
According to them, coloniaiism is just an extension
of the great European liberal tradition of the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries-a movement of civilization
itself. The adoption of this attitude towards colonialism
has led many colonial Powers to make extravagant
claims on behalf of their colonies. For instance, it is
sometimes claimed that a strong colonial Power has
established unity where there was chaos before. More
over, statistics are adduced to prove that there has
been constant social and economte progress in the
colonies.

63. My delegation, while admitting that the balance
sheet of colonialism is far from uniform, as applieQ.
to the records of different colonial Powers, believes
that colonialism is unsatisfactory as a system of
relations among nations. European liberalism has
achieved many wonderful things no doubt, but colo
ntalfsm is not one of its strongest points. In the face
of poverty and backwardness, which are wide-spread
over the colonies and former colonies in Asia and
Africa, in the face of wide-spread disturbance 1nmany
Suchterritories before and after independence, and in
the face of complete balkanization of continents such
as that occurring in .the continent of AfricS. at the
present moment, claims of unity,· order and progress
made on behalf of colonies appear to us unjustified.

64. We recognize that remarkable progress has been
made since the last war towards the emancipation of
the colonial peoples. People who have become free
are far larger in number than people who still remain
to be freed. But since a large number of people have
attained freedom, the continuation of a smallernumber
in the dependent status has become even more un
acceptable and more irritating. Judging from the
intensity of bitterness that continued colonialism
engenders, not only in the minds of the peoples of
the dependent countries, but also in the minds of
peoples who have recently freed themselves from
colonialism, we are per-suaded to believe that the
continuation of colonialism, even in small territories,
is undesirable. The volume and intensity of ill feeling
alone seem to outweigh all otherconsiderations, prac
tical or otherwise, that might be cited in' favour of
maintaining; the status quo in a particular territory.

6u. In these circumstances, it would have been most
fitting if the colonial Powers r,(;mselves had taken
the initiative to persuade the Um t~;,: Nations to declare
itself in unmistakable terms l. :;rnst colonialism.
Colonialism, as it was understood in the nineteenth
century and has been understood so far, is definitely
in its death throes, and the colonial Powers have
themselves realized this. We hope, therefore, that all
the States Members of this Organization will find it
possible to support the forty-two-Power draft resolu
tion which has been submitted to the GeneralAssembly
on behalf of the Asianand Africangroup. In the opinion
of its sponsors, the question of colonialism is far too
serious a subject, and in the drafting of the text care
has been taken to make it acceptable to all.

66. r shooud like to explain the draftresolutionwhich
we have the honour to eo-sponsor withforty-one other
Powers. I do not wish to refer to its preambular
paragraphs in detail, because ~.3Y do not contain any
thing which is not already contained in the United
Nations Charter and which has not, as such, been
accepted by the Me:mbers of this Organization. Ifthere
are any suggestions with regard to improvement of
the phrasing of these paragraphs, they could be con
sidered by the sponsors, but I need hardly add that
the process in which United Nations resolutions are
drafted and prepared is not always eonducfve to the
production of the best text.
67. The first preambular paragraph speaks of the
determination proclaimed by the peoples of the world
in the same words in which it is expressed in the
Preamble of the United Nations Charter. The second
preambular paragraph is obviouslybasedon Artiele 55
of Chapter IX of the Char1:er that deals with inter
national eeonomte and soetal-co-operatlon; and. the
remaining paragraphs merely statefacts orprinciples
of international co-operation and conduct that have
been accepted by all. We do not think that any delega
tion represented here will have any serious objections
to the pream'bular pzragraphs as such.

68. The final communiqu~ of the Asian-African Con
ference at Bandung shows that the Conference was,
inter alia, agreed on the following: first,1n declaring
that colonialism, in all its manifestations, is an evil
which should speedily be brought to an end; secondly,
in affirming that the subjection of peoples to alien
subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a
denial of fundamental human .rights, is contrary to the
Charter of the United Nations and is an impediment
to the promotion pf world peace and co-operation;

r
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-thirdly, in deolariftli~ .upportoft11eoaulsotfr&edom '14. The sixth principle oautioM. in the light of the
and independence for.ll luoh llUfJ!Ilui and finally, in living experience of the oolonial territories, agaiUlt
oalling upon the Powera concern&! to grant freedom any attempt on the part of the colonial Powers at the
and independence to suoh peoplel. partial 01' total dhsruption of the national unity and

the t"rritorial integrity of the colonial oountryby stat
ing that such attempts would be incompatible with the
Charttrr of the United Nations.

75. Paragraph 7 merely reiterates and reaffirms
that an States shall observe the provisions of the
declaration along with those of the Unitad Nations
Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. on the basis of equality. non..interference in
the internal affairs of all States, and respect for the
sovereign rights of all peoples and their territor!~

integrity. The principles that have been put forward
as the basis for the observance of the above-mentioned
provisions of the Charter and the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights are manifestly the principles
which have been enshrined in the Charter ofthe United
Nations itself and generally acceptedby every Member
of thif! Organization.

76. We commend this draft resolution to the unanimous
acceptance of the Members of this Assembly.

77. Mr. PAZHWAK (Afghanistan): The serious inter-
est demonstrated in the consideration of the item
before the General Assembly is in itself evidence of
the great importance whtch the people of the world and
the United Nations attach to the necessity of an im..
mediate end to the system of domination of peoples
and nations. I do not see any need to restate my coun
try's traditional firm policy of full support of the
absolute elimination of the system of domination in
all its forms and manifestations. Our stand on this
matter is not only clear but has been outstanding.

78. In my intervention of 12 October 1960 before the
General Assembly [902nd :meeting], I emphasized that
a declaration on the abolition of colonialism should
have been the first order of business at the time of
the establishment of the United Natlons, and I regretted
that it had been delayed. I have asked permission to
speak on this issue at this stage to explain whywe
have actively participated in the drafting of one of the
declarations which we have ultimately eo...sponsored
and to state our own understanding of this declaration.

79. We have listened to all the statements with great
care. We have naturally felt assoctated with all strong
arguments in favour of the urgent abolitionof the sys"
tem of domination and colonialism put forwardby those
who have preceded us. However, on our part, we are
proud to say that we do not have anything to complain
about regarding the colonial Powers, if the colonial
Powers which attempted to attack us have nothing to
complain about regarding us. They attacked us andwe
defended our rights, and that is that. It is a matter
which belongs to a history which we do not wish to be
repeated. Therefore, I do not intend to repeat the
tragic hlstory or the sad consequences of the policies
of domination, as VIe think. we art:' here not to deal
with the faults of 1be past but to prevent their con
tinuation and to alioltsh the pO/Jsibmty of their re
vtval-sa history which should in no way be allowed to '
repeat itself.

80. Moreover. I do not intend to go into the matter
of the definition of colonialism or domination of peo
ples and nattone; particularly since I speak before an
Assembly the majority of whose Members are eye
witnesses to different forms of suffering emanating

70. The second prinoiple in the operative part of the
draft resolution relates to the right of self-determina"
tion and is based on artiole 1 of the draft Covenant
on Human Rights dealing with the right of self
determin&tion whioh has been aocepted Py most of
the Members of this Assembly.

71. The third prinoip:le ilit self-explanatory and merely
implies that politioal, economio. social oreduoational
unpreparodness muat not be used as a pretext for
delaying independe~ce.

72. The fourth principle implies that the people in
the coufitries under colonial domination must not be
subjected to armed action or repressive measures
that will prevent them from exercising.their right to
Independence freely and without pressure of aD)" kind
from Administering Authorities. It further says that
the integrity of the national territory shall be re
speeted, The stipulations oontained in this principle
are based on the practical experience of the countries
in their struggle for freedOM against the colonial
Powers. Hence, it is full of meaning and significance
to the peoples still under the colonial yoke.

73. T"e fifth principle is, in our opinion, the most
important one and forms the key paragraph in the
whole draft resoluti<;»D, the implementation of which
alone can make it effective. It has been argued that
this paragraph appears a little irresponsible because
it does not take into account th.., pec~liar circumstances
of each territory under colonial or Trust administra..
tion. and its adoptJon may make it unnecessarily dif..
fieult for the Adminiatering Power to discharge its
responsbilities. However, it!s proposed by the spon
sora merely in ~e hope and belief that the adoption
of this paragraph will give an added incentive to the
colonial Pow0n to draw up and declare suitable time
lim1l:s for the granting of independence to the countries
under colonial rule as soon, as feasible, taking into
accOUnt both the rising expectations ~nd demands of
the peoples and the peculiar circumstances prevailing
in each· dependent territory, Trust Territory orco'.ony.

69. The operative part of the forty-two-Power draft
resolution begiDl with the wordt:

llSo1~_n!Y_~roclaiml the necelsity of bringing to
a speedy and unoonditional end oolomalism in '-lllits
form. and manife.tatioDli

"And to this end

"RtQ!!m that:

Ill. '!'he subjeotior. of peoples. to alien subjugation,
domination and exploitation oonstitutes a denial of
fundamental human rights, is oontrary to the Charter
of the United Nations and is an impediment to the
promotion of world peace and oo-operatlon,"

As is clear, these paragraphs are based on the text
of the final communiqutl of the Asian-Afrioan Confer-
enee at Bandung. It is also to be noted that the second
Conferenoe of Independent Ai'rioan States which met
at Addis Ababa from 14 to 26 June 1960 voiced the
flame sentiments and aspirations in its resolutions on
the emdloatiou of oolonial rule in Afrioa.

1156
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86. Before concluding, I wi.h to expru. our appre-
olation of one of the great oonstructive oha.nge. whioh
separates our time from that of the put. With the
world following two main ideological systems, it is
a source of gratifioation to us that, within each sys
tem, the Powera most capable of domination are not
colonial Powers. I refer, evidently, totheSovietUnion
and the United States. The great responsibilities of
these big Powers in the implementation of the declara
tion cannot and should not be ignored.

87. The fact that the initiative for a declaration on
the abolition of domination and colonialism to be acted
upon by the United Nations was takenby the delegation
of the Soviet Union is greatly appreciatedby us. I wish
!;o pay a warm tribute to the Government and people
of the Soviet .Union for their effort in this i'teld. It is
our hope that all other Powers, including the colonial
Powers, will follow the same policy for the achieve-
ment and preservation of the right of all nations and
peoples to freedom and the right of man to dignity.

88. When the declaration on the abolition of domina..
tion and colonialism is put to the vote, it will be an
historic moment in which the real stand and the real,
sincere intentions of all countries, large and small,
will be put to the test. This will not be a vote that, if
cast negatively, will leave room for any positive ex
planation of vote understandable to mankind.

89. It is our strong hope, therefore, that no nation
in this Organization will fail itself in this great his
toric test.

90. Mr. AIKEN (Ireland): When my delegation read
the statement int.roducing the proposed. ":Oeclaration
on the granting vf mdependentle to colonial countries
and peoples" (A/4502 and Corr.l], we feared we were
about to wit'J.8ssonly another intense propagandabattle.
We feared t.;"'at the greaterpartof the discussion would
be directed not to the consideration of howbest to win
Independence for the peoples not now enjoying inde...
pendence, but that their rightful aspirations and vital
mtereeta would be set at nought in an attempt to use
them as cannon fodder in the cold war.

91. We welcome, therefore, the construottve efforts
of those who prepared the draft resolution [A/L.323]
and of ,'111 those who contributed to this debate with
the sole objoot of securing a fruitful outcome; instead
oi sowing hatred and confusion, they have tried to
promote friendship, co-operation and freedom. We·
welcome, too, the many emphatic statements that
the peoples have the inalienable right to enjoy a ful:l
measure of Independence for their nationalterritories.
Many peoples stand db}>rived of that right today .. Some/
of thesepeoples have never achieved independent state'"
hood. Some others-and their fate is not less tragic-«
had their independence and lost it.

92. Representing a nation that fou:Jht for centuries
to uphold the principles of freedom for men and
nattons-stbe principles that are now inscribed in our
Chart~I'-theIrish delegation, like mostotherdelega»
ttons, has one interest and one interest only in this
debate: that is, .to secure the passage of a resolution
by this ,-, <sembly that will best serve the 'long-term
interests of all nations and give fresh impetus to the
sp ~ ~d~i . and orderly implementation of our Charter
p:huctples. In this way, we can help to lay firm$aUr.,
dations for a trae peace and for a great co-operatfve
effort to reduce poverty, illiteracy and disease through
out the world.

from the dltterent forms of domination. Without the
intention, therefore, of repeating what has already
been laid, I shall confine mYl!leU to a f8W general
observations, as our speoific ideas are inoorporated
in the draft resolutlon under oonsideration of which
we are a eo-sponsor,
81. Firet, the syatem that we should like to see im"
mediately abolished is the domination of any people
by an alien people in all its forms and manifestatiOns.
Second, independence from domination should &llPly
not only to those peoples and tel'ritories whioh are
usually called colonies but to all der.endent peoples.
Third, the abolition of domination by giving Independ«
enee should be complete; it can be completed only if it
is meant to stop forever any cttempt at the revival of
a:ny alien influence on peoples and nations after they
have achieved their independence, Fourth, Independ
ence should not mean only political independence, but
should mean economic and culturalIndependenae, free
from any direct or Indirect influeno@ or exercise of
pressure of any kind on peoples and nations in any
form and under any pretence. Fifth, the implementation
of the provtsions of the declaration shouldbe universal
and should apply to all peoples and terrlto:ctes, not
only for the achievement but also for the preserva
tion of their full and absolute independence, solely
dependent on the free will and determination of the
peoples themselves, and free from any influencewhat
soever.

82. The draft resolution covers all these principles
in the real sense and spir:~ of its pzovtstons, No
other interpretation should ~ _ considered a part of
ourunderstanding of this declaration, particularly any
thing which would in any way cast a shadow of doubt
on these principles and their undeniable acceptance
by the peoples of the world.

83. There are two paragraphs in this draft resolution
which were incorporated as a result of the particular
interest which my delegation attaches to their pro
visions: operattve paragraph 2 of the declaration,
which r.~!ldfl:

"All peoples have the right to self...determination;
by virtue of that right they freely determine their
political status and freely pursue their economic,
social and cultural development."

and the eighth paragraph of the preamble, whieh af
firms that:

"peoples may~ for their own ends, freely dispose
of their natural wealth and resources withoutpreju
dice to any obltgattons arising out of international
eeonondo co-operation, based upon the principle of
mutual benefit, and international law, ".

84. I mention this only to emphasize the importance
of these provisions among other provisions of the
declaration for the abolition of nependence and colo
nialism, to all of whioh we have agreed with full con
vtctton,

85. It is our strong hope that the United NationG will
D.et. fail to adopt the most effect1ve measures at the
conclusion of its consideration of the issue before it.
My delegation will support any other constructive
measures which would strengthen the stand of the
United Nations in favour of the natural and undeniable
right of peoples and nations and which would bring
about the end of all forms of domfnation of man by
man.
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"All States shall observe faithfully and strictly
the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
present Declaration on the basis of equality, non
interference in the internal affairs of all States, and
respect for the sovereign rights of all peoples and
their territorial integrity."

104. It will be noted, I am sure, that all the quotations
I have given from various paragraphs of the draft
resolution are couched in clear and unambiguous lan
guage and are of universal application. In these para
graphs definite and clear-cut principles are asserted
without limitation of time or geography, or limitation
as to race, creed or colour; the rights apply univer
sally to all peoples, and the duties apply universally
to all peoples.

105. In the quotations Ihave given, thE> dnlft resolution
speaks of the "fundamentalll human rights, oithe "equal
rights of nations", of the rights to self-determinatlon
of' lIall peoples", of the freedom of "all" dependent
peoples, of the end of colonialism in "all its manifes
tations",of the right of peoples to dispose of their
national wealth, of the end of "allpractices 11 of segre
gation, of the inalienable right of "all peoples" to
complete freedom, independence and territorialunity,
of an end to colonialism in 1Ia11 its forms 11 and mani
festations, of the principle that independence shall
"neverll be delayed by a pretext of unpreparedness,
of the duty of lIall states 11 to observe the Charter of
the United Nations and respect the sovereign :;:igltte
of lIall peoples" and their territorial integrity, of the
truth that human rights and fundamental freedoms
belong to lIall peoples", without distinction as to race,
sex, language or religion.

106. All the assertions of rights to which I have just
referred seem to me to·~ general and untverssl in
their application. The opemtilg part of operative p&t'a
graph 5 seems, however, to be more restricted in its
scope. .It refers to territories which have liot yet
attained independence, without referring specifically
to the case of peoples who once enjoyed i1.1dependence,
but lost it.

107. For the sake of clarity anduni!ormitywithother
parts of the draft resolution, my delegation .therefore
would prefer that the opening part of operative para
graph 5 should read:

"Immediate steps shall be taken, in Trust and
Non-Self...Governing Territories, and tn all cases
where the sovereign rights proc~aimedin the present
Declaration are denied to any· 1'Vtaople, to transfer .
all powers to the people concerned without any con
ditions or reservations•••"

95. The draft resolution emphasizes the need for
IIrespect for the principles of equal rights and self
determination of all peoples, and of universal respect
for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all withod distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion".

96. The draft resolution recognizes further "thepaa
stonate yearning for freedom in all dependentpeoples"
and the fact that ·the peoples of the world ardently
desire the end ofcolonialism i1'1 all its manifestations11.

97. It asserts our conviction that lithe continued
existence of colonialism prevents the d~velopmentof
international ••• co-operation••• and militates against
the United Nations ideal of universal peace".

98. .It affirms the right of peoples freely to dispose
of their national wealth in accordance with the princi
ple of mutual benefit and international law.

99. It asserts the principle that lIall peoples have an
inalienable right to complete freedom, the exercise
of their sovereignty and the integrity of their national
territory11.

100. It "solemnly proclaims the necessity ofbringing
to a speedy and unconditional end colonialism in all
its forms and manifestations11.

101•.. The draft resolution firmly maintains the prin
ciple of universality when it declares that "the sub
jection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and
exploitation constitutes a denial of fundamentalhuman
~~ts, is contrary to the Charter of theUnited Nations
~\'l is an impediment to the promotion of world peace'
and co-operation".

102. The same principle of universality is explicitly
asserted in the. declaration, namely:. IIAllpeopleshave
the right to self-determfnatton",

103. This principle also underlies the following
declarations:

is. Moat of WI here, Ibelieve, are oonoerned to ensure "Inaaequaoy of politioal, eeoaomtc, social or &du..
that oor ~olution shall be uUniveraal in its applioa'" cational prepal'ednOlI should never .erve u a pl'Qoo
tion as is the Universal Deolaration of Human Rights. text for del~ng independence."
It is eSlle.ntia1 that it should not be selective or direoted
to rtain to rta:i ..+.. _. th Id i i "All armed action or repreBBive meuures of all

oe oues or ee n p&",wa UI. e wor : t 8 kinds directed SlCl'alnst dependent nAopleB shall cease
essential., we submit, that the rights it proclaims for - lI'V

peoples not now enjoying full national independenoe i111 order to enable them to exercise peacefully and
should be applioable to all peoples in all parts of the freely their right to oompiete independence, and
world, east or west, north or south: that the right to the integrity of their national territory shall be
exercise full national independenoe should be recog- respeoWd."

\ nized as jUstly belonging to all peoples, whether the "Any attempt aimed at the partial or total dis..
oppressors and the oppressed were of the same race, ruption of the national unity and the territorial
creed or colour or of different races, creeds and integrity ~f a country is incompatible wrth the pur-
colours; whether the oppressed peoples came under poses and principles of the Charter of the United
the domination of an outside Power many centuries Nations. 11

ago like my own country, or in the last century like
many countries in Africa, or in recent years like
Tibet. We are concerned also to ensure that if, in the
future, a small country anywhere in the world should
come under the domination of an outside Power, our
resolution should affirm the right of that country to
regain :its freedom.

94. The draft resolution sponsored by Afghanistt\n
and forty-one other countries, clearl~1 maintains this
essential principle of umversaUty when it reminds
us that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms
our "faith in fundamental human rights" and in the
"equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small".
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118. That the Asian and African countries Show a
particular concern and anxiety for the speedy liquida
tion of colonialism is easily explained by the events of
history. For the past many centuries, the pattern of
history has been shapedby the subjugation and domina
tion of weaker peoples by stronger nations. Invariably
in this process, the victims had been, by and large,
the Asian and African peoples. For centuries, Asia
and Africa laboured and stagnated under a foreign
yoke of one form or another. Although the force of
nationalism and the yearning for freedom stirred in
the hearts and souls ofmen, itwas only in this century
that this force gathered momentum and unleased its
full impact. Thus, the last few decades-epartfcularly
since the end of the Second World War-witnessed the
emergence into full independence and sovereignty of a
great many countries, first in Asia, .then in Africa,
representing over 500 million people of the world's
population. The year 1960 alone saw the emergence of
eighteen Independent States, almost all of them from
the great continent of Africa.

119. The admtsston of so many new States to mem';.
bership of the United Nations during .this session of
the General Assembly was indeed a stirring reminder
of the irreversible course of history in the direction
of freedom and emancipation of peoples long subjected
to alien domination. This process is still contiriuing,
gathering momep.tum and ever powerful force with the
passage of time. It is the tragedy. of the moment that
there are still instances where the ruling authorities
fail to take full cognizance of this .historical force,

lO~. How8ver~we know the ditf1culty, in the fewdays freedom will oontinue until all the peoples oftho world
now at our disp08al for this debate, of changing the are free and until, through peaceful and generous co
wording of a. draft already agreed uponby the Govarn- operation, the resources and skills at the disposal of
menta of torty...two Member States after many weeks mankind are fully developed to bring peace, prosperity
of discussion between their representatives. We are and the chance of happinel3sto aUcorners of the globe.
accordingly prepared, if the sponsors are not in a 115. Mr. KAMIL (Federation of Malaya): The dele
position to amend the wording as I have suggested. gation of the Federation of Malaya considers it a
to acoept the draft resolution as a whole as meaning special and signal honour and pride to be associated
that all peoples in all parts of the world now subject, with more than forty other delegations of Asian and
or who may become subject in the future, in whole or African countries in co-sponsormg the draft declara
in part, to an outside Power are entitled to full na- tion on the granting of. independence to colonial ccun
tional independence for all their territory, and that tries and peoples [A/I••323 and Add.l-5].
immediate steps shall be taken to apply to them, in
a speedy and orderly manner, the fundamental rights 116. While in terms of sponsorship this declaration
proclaimed for all peoples in this declaration. appears essentially an Asian-African initiative, this

in no way implies that the liquidation?f colonialism
109. In addressing this Assembly containing so many in all its forms is exclusivt;llythe concernof the Asian
representatives of newly emerged nations and of the African world. The distaste and abhorrence for the
Powers which once held dominion over them, I wish institution and practice of the subjugation of man by
to say how profoundiy we are impressedby the widen- man and the domination of nations by nations is uni«
ing of freedon ~ which has occurred in our time through versally shared by men of conscience everywhere,
the efforts of former subject peoples and, often, inasmuch as the yearning for freedom and the de
through the wise and realistic statesmanship of the termination to defend it are commonly felt by all
colonial Powers. The United Nations is entitled to be humanity.
proud of the help it has given in the peaceful and or-
derly achievement of Independence by many States in 117f I would venture to say that the noble aims enun
the last fifteen years. The result has been spectacular. ciated in this declaration, echoing and reiterating as

they do the lofty principles of the United Nations
110. What Irishman would have believed forty years Charter, will be welcomed as a source of stirring
ago that he would live to hear a British statesman inspiration by all peoples, not only in Asia and Africa
proclaim, in relation to all the remaining territories where the vestiges of colonialism still persist in one
under United Kingdom administration, the words ut- form or another, but also in other parts of the world
tered here a few days ago by the representative of the where millions of people are forcibly denied the full
United Kingdom, Mr. Ormsby-Gore: "In these terri- enjoynent of complete freedom andnationalindapend
torfes", he said, "there is no argument about the right ence, Freedom and liberty are universal, and any
of the people to independence; there is no argument declaration for the cause of freedom and Ifbertymust,
whether the people will be independent or not. Cer- as a matter of course, be taken as universal in its
taSnly they will ll [925th meeting, para. 50]. Which of application and scope.
us would have believed forty years ago that he would
have lived to see a hundred nations participating on
the basis of equality in a world Organization with a
fundamental law such as the Charter of the United
Nations? I gladly pay tribute to the part played in that
achievement not only by the gallant men and noble
womenof the subject countries whofought for freedom
through the centuries, but also by forward-looking
statesmen and liberal-minded ,;itizens of the colonial
Powers.

111. The draft resolution we are dis,mssing empha
sizes the fact that, though much has been accomplished
h the Widening of fr~ladom, much remains to be done.

112. In Ireland, we have not yet recoveredthe historic
unity of our national territory•.We therefore note with
particular satisfaction the principle declared in opera
tive paragraph 6 of this draft resolution:

llAnyattempt aimed at the partial or total dis
ruption of the national unity and the territorial in
tegrity of a country is incompatiblewith the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 11

113. We have every hope that, with the growth .of
goodwill and better understanding, the unity of our
CGu,ntry will be recovared with reasonable speed and
in a peaceful and orderly manner, in keeping with the
interests of the Irish nation as a whole, and of the
United Kingdom as well.

114. In many parts of the world,· there arestill many
millions not now enjoying the rights proclaimed in this
draft resolution. We trust the good work·of extending
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129. The Asian and African sponsored declaration/"
as my delegation sees it, is realistic in its approach
to the problem of colonialism. It seeks not to condemn
the colonial Powers, f01' condemnation, however jUS~

tified in some cases, does. not serve the interest of

but oholl inltud to repress the aspirations of their determination and freedom frum alien bondage in all
IUbjlOt plOpl... its forms, manifestations and guises. ThiS dedioation
120. My del.ption is gratified, on the other hand, to the cauae of freedom has become one of the oardinal
to note the IUlsuranoes given by some colonial Powers prinoiples that form the cornerstone of my Govern-o
of their undertaking to prepare their colonial peoples mentta foreign polioy.
and tflrritories for the exercise of full sovereignty 125. It is in this spirit that my delegation has felt
without undue delay. It is only in conditions where proud and honoured to join other delegations of Asian
the Power. concerned take full oogntzance of the and Afrioan oountries, most of whom-like our ooun..
aspirationJ of their subject peoples for independence try-had had n colonial past, in proposing the adoption
and, acoordinglyt take the necessary steps to faoilitate of the draft deolaration onthe grantingof independenoe
the early fulfilment of these aspirations, that the to colonial countries and peoples. It would be wishful
danger of hate and violence can be averted and in- thinking to suggest that this declaration is intended to
dependence aehfeved in a friendly and harmonious create the process of history. Rather, the aim is to
atmosphere. Any obstinacy on the part of the ruling assist and accelerate the course of history that is
authorities to recognize and give way to the irre- already set in motion by the irrepressible urge of
pressible ~rge of the sv.bjeot peoples for emancipation subjeoted peoples for their emancipationfrom bondage
will inevitably erupt into violence which, ultimately, to freedom and liberty.
gould have far-reaching oonsequences detrimental to
relations among nations and to Intematlonal peace 126. This declaration, when adopted, as I have no
and harmony doubt it willbe, and I hope unanimouslyby all Members

• of this Assembly, will become another momentous,
121. On the other hand, a senstble and realisttc hand- living and inspiring document of the United Nations,
ling of this problem on the part of the ruling authozl« such as the Charter itself. Its aims are noble and
ties, as has baen proven in many cases, cannot but lofty and are bound to touch the hearts and souls of
lead to a cordial and harmontous transfer of power all freedom-loving peoples. Its scope, as my delegation
which, instead of abruptly breaking; the ties between sees it, is universal; that is to say it speaks out for
the master and the ruled in an atmosphere of hate and freedom of all peoples still living in oolonialbondage,
nngeanoe, would upon a new vista of happy relations all peoples who in one way or another are forcibly
and co-operatlon between them as equal partners in denied the full enjoyment of complete and unrestricted
the world community of sovereign nations. sovereignty and Independence, Thus the declaration

122 Th F d
~ M· 1 f proclaims in operative paragraph 2:• e e eration 0.. alaya happi y is one 0

several oountries that acceded to full sovereignty in "All peoples have the light to self-determination;
a friendly and constitutional process. Today, as an by virtue of that right they freely determine their
ind6pendent nation, we enjoy the warmest and most political status and freely pursue their economic,
oordial relations with the United Kingdom. Yet, our social and cultural development."
st1'l.!5,I;gle for national1iberation did not follow an easy 127. In calling for the total elimination of alien rule
path. There were many difficulties in the way and the- declaration hl also mindful of the danger to which
many obstacles to overcome. But, throughout this new nations in their tender years are liable to be
process, both our leaders and peoples, as well as the exposed. Thus, to guarantee the, safety of the newly
Administering Authority, displayed such measure of won independence the declaration stresses in para-
wisdom and understanJj!:.1g that our independence was graph 7. '
achieved earlier than planned and without leaving any •
traces of hate or resentment. The haemonteus transfer "All States shall observe faithfully and strictly
of power which marked the end of a colonial rtlgime the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
marked also an auspicious b ~ginn:l.ng for our task of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
national development and consolidation and for new present Declaration on the basis of equality, non-
relations with the United Kingdom as equal partners interference in the internal affairs of all States, and
in the Commonwealth of Nations. respect for the sovereign rights of all peoples and

their territorial integrity. 11

128. My delegation is fully aware, from the experienoe
of our own country, of the dangers of new forms of
alien domination which come in subtle guises, such
as eeonomte domination and, most dangerous of all,
ideological domination. The latter, ifunchecked, could
lead to the total compromise of the politioal and eeo
nomic independence to alien subjugation. Even before
the Attainment of our independence-and through the
years of our existence as a sovereign nation-our
people have steadfastly fought to keep the nation free
from being subjugated by this fo~ofalienideological
domination. We are detezmtnad to continue to be alert
against this new and more sinister form of. human ,
bondage. '
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123. My delegation, therefore, understands the joy
and gratification of those many new nations which
have regained their independence in a similarly har
monious atmosphere. We realize, however, that not
all are as fortunate. Many of our sister nations have
achieved liberty only at the, high sacrifice of human
lives and material resources to the extent that their
task of nat:.t>nal development has been rendered ex
tremely diffioult by the added task of national re
habilitation and reconstruction. My delegation views,
therefore, with tha profoundest concern, the instances
in some parts of the world today where unnecessary
and senseless war is being waged againstsubjectpeo
ples who are struggling for their just and legitimate
right to self..determination.

124. As a nation which had just attained its independ
ence from oolonial rule, however beneficent that
r6gime may be, the Federation ofMalayahas dedicated
and continues to dedicate itself to the just cause of
peoples and. nations everywhere foX' the right to self"
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133. Mr. TSIANG (China): The United Nations hu,
in the past fifteen years t frequently debated particular
colonial questions arising fJnm different parts of th&
world. The General Ass~ly, the 6eoUrity CounoU

. and, of course, the Trustetlsbip (;ounoU have all had
colonial questionb on their agenda, Hitherto, all such
questions constdered by the United Nations hav~ been
conorete qJJ.estions, relating to a partioular country
or regtcn, This is the first time that the United Nations
is oonsidering colonialism in general.

134. My delegation has delayed our partioipation in
this discussion because we are not sure about the
practical fruitlulness of such a debate. If the purpose
of the present debate is to achieve a general agree
ment on the principles relating to colonialism, such a
debate does not seem particularly necessary, since
we have had such general agreement already for fif
teen years. The principles relating to oolonialism are
all enshrined in the Charter of the United NatiollS-, to
the fuHilment of which we are all legally and morJilly
committed. If, on the other hand, the pres..~t debate
is intended to promote the applicationofthept'inciples
to the colonial questions that still remam, then, I
submit the debate should be particularized and not
generalized. No two colonial problems are alike; each
colonial area or country has its special background
and its specialJU'8sent-dayeondltlons,Whatis suitable
for one area is not necessarllysuitableforthe others.
It is only through systematic study of each question
by itseH that we can make progress. I hope that the
present debate will be useful in hastening the end of
colonialism everywhere. I am, however, certain that
it is not. and cannot be, a substitute for the ays
tematte study ofparticular concrete colonial questions.

135. Among the ccuntrtes of Asia and Africa, my
country is one of \he earliest to embrace modern
nationalism and to fight for emancipation from Euro
pean colonialism or imperialism. Sun Yat-sen, the
father of the Chinese Republic-indeed, the father of
modern Chinese nationalism-began, towards the end
of the nineteenth century, to lead the Chinese people
in tb.eir two-fold task of freeing China from European
exploitation and of building up in China a modem
state, ready and capable of exercising the full rights
of national sovereignty and ofprovidiJ1gfor the welfare
of the Chinese people. In the course of this struggle,
Bun Yat-sen found that there were many peoples in
Asia and Africa living under conditions as bad as
those prevailing in China and, in some cases, even
worse. In his last will and testament, Sun Yat-sen
emp\lasized that the new China-Nationalist China
should always sympathize with and support the op
pressed peoples of the world and give them, in their
struggle. for independence and freedom, such support
as the Chinese people are capable of.

136. .My delegation arid my Government have always
been faithful to the teachings of Sun Yat-sen. When
I first came here to represent my country, one of the
critical problems that the United Nations faced atthat
time was the struggle for national independence by
the people of Indonesia. In the long debates in the
Security Council on that qJJ.estion, my delegation was
second to none in its warm support ofIndonesian free
dom. From that time to the present, my delegatio!'
has been consistent in this respect. \

137. It is generally assumed that the problem of
colonialism is a problem between certain European
peoples on the one side andcertainABian-African

- ,
the oolomal peoples. But, rightly so, it focuses atten-
tion on the evils and dangers inherent in the institution
andpraotioe of oolonialisJn. It brings to lightthe ana
chronism of colonialism in the presen~ world in
whioh the ideals of equality and liberty have become
an ever powerful drivingforoe in the course of history.
It points out that the continuation of oolonial domina
tion is not only opposed to the Charter of the United
Nations, but oonstitutes an impediment to the promo
tionof world peaoe and co-operation.

130. Thus, it calls far the ending of colonialism in
all its forms and manifestations and for immediate
steps to be taken in Trust and Non-BeH-Govern1ng
Territories and all other territories which have not
yet attained independenoe to transfer all powers to the
peoples concerned. Bymaking this call, the declaration
does not envisage, in the view of my delegation, that
all powers shall be transferred forthwith. What is
called for is that immediate steps be taken for the
necessary preparation for the final transfer ofpower.
All too often colonial Powers have delayed independ
ence on the fabricated grounds of unpreparedness,
while nothing is done towards this preparation, if
indeed the territory concerned ts as yet unprepared.
Thus, alleged inadequacy ofpolitical, economic, social
or educational preparedness has all too often been
used as a pl'etext for delaying independence. This is a
deplorable attitude on the part of the colonial Powers
and contrary to the obligations under the Charter,
which provides as a responsibility and duty of the
Administering Authority that preparationsbe made for
subject peoples to assume responsibility in the shortest
possible time for independence.

131. My delegation deems it essential that allAdmin
istering Authorities of Trust Territories, Non-SeH
GoverningTerritories and all othercolonialterritories
carry out faithfully their obligationsunder the Charter
so that the neglect of their responsibilities will not
be the lamentable cause of indefinite delays for the
fulfilment of the aspirations of their subject peoples
for independence. The consequences of neglect should
furthermore be studies closely and in true conscience,
for such consequences of neglect have been demon
strated so glaringly in the crisis of the Congo.

132. I should like to venture to. conclude my inter
vention with a reminder that the problem withwhlch
this Assembly is seized is a serious andgrave problem
which affects the lives, destiny and aspirations of
millions of our fellow mankind who are still labouring
under some form of alien subjugation or other. These
peoplehave no voice here, norcan theirvoice be heard
outside of their own homes•. They look to us here to
champion their cause;with the keenest hope and anti
cipation that this momentous and historic debate will
pav~ the way for the eventual removalof the injustices
and humiliation they have suffered for so long. My
delegation sincerely hopes, in the intersts of these
still subjected peoples. and in the interest of future
inte:roationalharmonyand co-operation, that this
debate, in trying to pave the way for the liquidation
of colonialism., does not .leave in its wake traces of
resentment and bitterness which might inject a sour
note.to future international peace and co-operation.
The ending of colonialism should be an auspicious and
happy landmark in the history of mankind, and to this
endwe should all dedicate ourselves.

Mr. l11ueoa (Panama). Vice-President. took the
qh~it". .
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peoplet> on the other side. IUs also gEmerally assumed 142. In eonnexion with theAustro--Hungarian Empire,
that the problem of colonialism concerns the relatioT.s I might be permitted to remind the Assembly of the
between the industrialized nations and the under- Peace Conference in Paris in the middle of the nine-
developed nations of the world. My delegationbelieves teenth century, at the end of the Crimean war. One
that these two assumptions are in general oorreot, but of the natlonaltst movements of that time was that of
we also believe, however, that these assumptions Italy. Led by Cavour and other Italian statesmen and
over-simplify the problem of colcnialtsm, There are prophets, the Italian people strove for emancipation
exoeptions to and variations oi these assumptions that from Austro-Hungarian domination of Lombardy
oall for some oonsideration in order to get at the full Venetia as well as for Italian unity. Atthe Paris Con-
truth. I wish, therefore, to speak briefly on the varia- ference, France sympathized with Italian nationalism
tions and ~eptions to the general rule. and wished to give Oavour aohancetoplead for Italian

freedom and unity and to speak abeut Lombardy-
138. It is not true that the problem of oolo~alism Venetia. The Austro-Hungarian delegation to the Paris
only arises when more highly developed nattona try Conference protested on the ground that the questton
to dominate less developed nations. History records of Lombardy-Venetia was one of Austrian domestic
many instances where less developedpeoplehave tried jurisdiotion, that the Austrian title to Lombardy-
to exsreise domination over a more developed people. Venetia h d be ctified by treaty and t diti
I shall cite an example which has the merit of not a en s~ a ra on,
arousing any contemporary controversy, The example and that, therefore, i w s an uncalledfor interference
is that of the Mongol empire of tte thirteenth and if the Conference in Paris should touch on problems
fourteenth centuries. The Mongols, led by Genghis relating to northern Italy.
Khan, were predominantlynomads. Their economywas 143. As is welllmown, the Austro-Hungarian objee-
very primitive, mainly limitedto sheep-raising. Their ttons were overruled byCountWalewski, the President
political organization was in the main along tribal of the Conference, and Count Cavour had his chance
lines. Yet, these people conquered China and held it to speak on behalf of Italianfreedom and unity. I recall
under subjection for almost a century. Theyconquerad this episode partly because, although it occurred one
and held in subjection also largeparts ofwestern Asia hundred years ago, it still holds certain lessons valid
and eastern Europe which were, for the most part, as for us today and partly because that episode is a good
was China, far more advanced than Mongolia was in demonstration of the fact that the European nations
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. have exercisedcolonialism and imperialism over other

European peoples.139. The Mongols, under Genghis Khan, were not
seeking markets for their exporttrade,forinfact they 144. Colonialism changes withtfme, It is as variedae
had almost nothing to export. They were not seeking human society itself.' e would be unrealistic and in
foreign fields for investment, for in fact they had no effecti've if we limited our attention to any one type of
capital to invest in their own country, to say nothing colonialism and overlooked the dangers and threats
about foreign countries. They were not seeking raw of other types of colonialism.
materials, for in fact they wou!d not have lmown what 145. In the modern period of history, that is, in the
to do with coal, iron, rubber, Oil, coconut or tin. They last four or five centuries the maintrend of colonial
were seeking power and tribute. Nevertheless, such a ism is that of European ~ansion to the other con"
relatively under-developed people, motivated by a tinents of the world. It is in the main a struggle of
c:ude desire for power and loot, ,?uilt an empire as the economicallyandpoliticallybetterorganizedStates
bIg as any that the history of mankind has ever seen. of Europe against the politically and economically less
140. The example of the Mongol Empire demonstrates developed peoples of Asia, Africa and America. In
conclusively that colonialism or imperi3.usm is not the course of these centuries, the whole world has
the exclusive property of any particular economic, been, to some degree at least, Europeanized. If there
political or social system. Indeed, if we study his- is one feature in modern history that can be said to
tory carefully, we find that peoples in all parts of the domina~e the whole period, we can say that it is the
world, in all stages of development, from the Stone Age Europemnzation of the world. The process has been
through nomadism, agriculture, commerce to modern a mixture of the evil with the good. I shall not stop
mechanical industry and capitalism, have all made to analyse and differentiate or to assign blame and
attempts at colonization and empire-building. The responsibility. Some of the evil done by Europe to
problem of colonialism is as old and as complex as Asia. and Africa was unintended; some was intended.
human history itself. Likewise with the good; some of the good done was

incidental and unintended; on the other hand, there
141. It is also not true that only European peoples has been some good which was intentional and planned.
have practised colonialism and imperialism, or ~hat The whole process of the Europeanization or col'>ni-
they practise colonialism and imperialism only agamst zation of the world is indeed very human-a great
non-Buropean peoples. M:r example of the Mongol mixture of the good ith the evil
Empire is a case of an ASIan people practising colo- . w..
nialism and imperialism against other Asian peeples 146. When Europe started on its grand movementfor
and against Europe as well. In the mediaeval period, expansion beyond Europe, it divided into two currents.
there was the Moorish Empire, stretching to Portugal Nations of Western Europe expanded overseas to
and Spain and even at one time threateningto colonize America, Asia and Africa. Russia, that is Tsarist
Fr,ance. In the early modern period, there was the RUSSia, on the other hand, expanded overland. The \
ottoman Empire covering parts of Asia, Africa and Russians crossed the Ural Mountains to conquer and
south-eastern Europe. Europe itself has practised colonize Siberia and Central Asia. Furthermore,
colonialism and imperialism against European, as Russia took Crimea, t.Ue Caucasus and certain parts
well as against non-European, peoples. I need on1y of Eastern Europe. It has been an accident of geography
cite hare the case of the Napoleonic Empire. I might that most of the countries of Asia and Africa were
also cite the case of the Austro-HungarfanEmpfre, reached only by the overseas expansion of Western

•.... w...~



- ----------------------------------------------1143

Soviet Union, had some very important as well as
interesting things to say about colonialism in Tsarist
Russia:

"The Tsarist Government pursued in the border
lands of Russia an essentially coloniahstpolicy which
differed little from what can be observed today in
colonial countries, Uzbeks, Kazakhs, 'l'adzhiks and
other non-Russian nationalities were scornfully
called 'aliens'. They were not considered human
beings and were ruthlessly exploited. National dif
ferences, hatred and dissension were fomented be
tween tr.ese nationalities, and the Tsarist Empire
was held together only by bayonets and oppression."
[869th meeting; para. 207.]

152. With Mr. Khrushchev as our authority, we can
conclude that Russia, at least up to the Revolution of
1917, had a colonial empire, differing but little from
the other colonial empires oftheworId. Whathe called
"borderlanw.l. •• held together only by bayonets and
oppression" included Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithua
nia, Poland, Bessarabia, the Ukraine, the Caucasus,
Central Asia, Eastern Siberia and parts of Manchuria.
They covered 15 million square kilometres of land,
or about 70 per cent of the total area of the Russian
Empire. That is the heritage left by Tsarist Russia
to Soviet Russia. The all-important question is: What
has the Soviet Union done with this Tsarist heritage?

153. At the time of the Revolution in1917, all former
colonial areas of Russia rose in revolt and declared
their independence. Some succeeded, some failed.
Finland, under Marshal Mannerheim, won its war of
independence which ended with the signingof the treaty
of 14 October 1920; the same happened mPoland,
which, under Marshal Pilsudski, had its independence
confirmed by a treaty signed on 18 March 19P.l;and
also in Estonia, LaMa and Lithuania, which signed
treaties on 22 February, 11 August and 12 July 1920,
respectively. But it was not the same for the other
colonial areas. The independence of the Ukraine was
suppressed in August 1920, that of Georgia in Feb
ruary 1921, and that of Central Asia through a long
campaign that lasted from 1922 to 1924. In recent
years, the Soviet Union has retaken Estonla, Latvia
and Lithuania and has, in addition, broughtotherEuroa
pean countries under its domination. Today, theSoviet
Empire is bigger than that of the Tsars.. We know from
the example of Hungary how the Sovi8t Union would
deal with any of its subject peoples if they should fight
for freedom~

154. The Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
Soviet Union palnted a bright picture of the deYelopment
of the Central Asian Republics in the Soviet Union on
the one side, and a dark picture of the colonies of
Western European nations on the other. Certain dele
gations in this Assembly hall can examine his account
of conditions in the Western colonies with greater
authority than I. I. wish, .for the moment, to call the
attention of the Assemblyto conditions in CentralAsia.
Mr. Khrushchev adm!tted the following:

"Conditions in remote areas of the Tsarist empire
hardly differed from those of colonies because theh
populations were cruelly exploited by the autocracy.
by capitalism." [Ibid., para. 192.]

He went on to say that the pictur6has greatly changed
since the October 1917 Revolution:

935th meeting - 5 December lS60

Europe and were untouched by the overland expansion
of Tsarist Russiaw As a result of this geographical
oircumstance, most of the peoples of Asia andAfrica,
but not all, have had the colonialism ofWestern Europe
burned into their consciousness and have almost no
room in their minds for the overland colonialism of
Russia. For this reason, the presentprevailingopinion
in many Asian-African countries in regard to European
colonialism is one-sided, distorted and, to a certain
degree, non-objective.

147. The two currents of EJlropean expansion, that
is, the overseas expansion of Western Europe and the
overland expansion of Russia, metwith relativelyweak
opposition on the part of the peoples of Asia, Africa
and America. In both currents, the participants were
a great mixture of adventurers, lawless persons, pa
triots, reltgtous zealots and fortune hunters. In the
case of Russia, the first expansionist leader was
Yermak. who led a band of 840 men across the Ural
Mounta:tDs in the year 1579. In about sixty years, a
succession of Russian adventurers managed to reach
the Pacific Coast, in the region of Okhotsk, In those
sixty years, the enttre extent of Siberiabecame a part
of the Tsarist Empira, with a total are? of 4 million
square miles, more than twice the size of European
Russia. '

148. In tbis long march to the Pacific across Siberia,
the first organized opposition the Russians met came
from the Kuchum Khanate, on the upper part of the
Ob River. The Khanate was one of the remnant parts
parts of the great Mongol Empire. In 1583, Yermak
captured Sibir, whence the name of Siberia, the capital
of the Khanate. When the Russians reached the Far
East, they met the opposition of China. Here, in the
region watered by the upper tributaries of the Amur
River, China and Russia fought a series of skirmishes.
Militarlly it was a draw~ The military stalemate re
sulted in the Treaty of Nerchinsk, ~\ignedon27August
1689. According to that Treaty, the valley of the Amur
River and its tributaries was acknowledged to be part
ofChina.

149. In the nineteenth century, the Russians renewed
their aggression along the Amur River. By a com
bination of military action and diplomacy, Tsarist
Russia took from China the northern bank of the Amur
River and the eastern bank of the U::lSUri River. These
two areas today constitute the Amur Province and the
Maritime Province of the Russian Far East. The city
of Vladivostok was, up to 1860, a Chinese settlement
called "Hai-shen-wei"; the Russians obanged it to
"Vladivostok", which means "Dominator of the East".
These regions of the Amur and .Ussuri, which Tsarist
Russia took from China in 1860~ and which Soviet
Russia retains. have a total area of 400,000 square
miles.

150. I shall not relate here the history of Russian
expansion in Central Asia. The so-called Republics
of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kirghizia, Turkmenistan
and Tadzhikistan of today had been independent coun
tries before they were annexed by Tsarist Russia.
I shall also not relate the story of Russian expansion
1nEurope itself. Others in this hall know that story
evenbetter than I do.

151. In his long speech before the General Assembly
on 23 September 1960 which, among other things,
opened the prl.~sentdebate oncelcnialtsm, Mr. Khrush...
chey, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the

ec-.
lent
nee
JaIl
one
llid
ood
Dna
ner

las
il1"'
lof
ats

the
al·
m"
lof
tes
3SS
In

las
~re

l to
the
sen
top
md
to

ad.
las
lre
ad.
ni
eat

!re,
the
ne
One
,tof
and
lion
dy..
on-.
lsm.
han
dy..
LriS

~ion

3tic
dy..
ton,
nee
Im.S

cor
ts.
to

ist
'he \
md
re,
cts
Ihy
Ire
rm

. (



General Assembly - Fifteenth session - Plenary Meetings1144...:.-------------------------------
"Today Kazakhsta.'l.. Uzbekistan. K1rgbizia. Turk

menlstan, Tadzhlldstan-all the sister republics of
Central Asia-have been transformedfrom backward
colonies of Tsarist Russia into advanced. industrially
developed socialist republics." [Ibid•• para. 193.]

155. It is true indeed tbattherehasbeenconsiderable
industrial development in Soviet Central Asia, but
there has likewise been considerable industrial devel
opment in many of the Western colonies. The fact
remains that in the huge Soviet Empire industrializa
tion has been Vel'Y uneven. Take the example of the
textile industry. Accordingto Mr. Baransky. a member
of the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet Union. in his
booli on the economic geography of the Soviet Union.
80 per cent of the textile industry of the USSR is
concentrated in the three purely Russian regions of
Moscow, Yaroslav and Ivanovo, and only 20 per cent
in the cotton-producing areas which are in Central
Asia.

156. The natural resources of the Soviet Union are
unevenly distributed. The non..Russian Republics of
Turkestan. Caucasia and the Ukraine and some his ..
to:t'tcally non..Russian areas of Siberia. are the richest
in the Soviet Empire. Almost 100 per cent of the oil
resources are concentrated in the Moslem republics.
Basic iron and coal deposits. manganese. non..ferrous
metals, sugarbeet, cotton, grain and cattle breeding
are also mostly concentrated in non-Russtan areas,
while the ethnic Russian areas are generally poor
in natural resources. In spite of this fact, industrial
development has been much more' concentrated in
Russia proper and is much less significant in the
non..Russian territories. According to official Soviet
statistical sources, Russia proper produces 75 per
cent of all Soviet engineering and metal-working
products, .92 per cent of all automobiles, 87 per cent
of all finished cotton goods and 82 per cent of wool
products.

157. In addition to the favoured position of Russia
proper in the huge Soviet Empire, the Russians have
migrated in large numbers into many ofthese so-called
sister republics. According to the Grea.t Soviet Ency
clopaedia, the population of Kazakhstan, which is the
largest of the non-Busstan republics, was, in 1933,
57 per cent native Kazakh and 19.7 per cent Russian,
with a certain percentage of other minor groups. Ac
cording to the Soviet census of 1959, the population
of Kazakhistan has become only 30 per cent Kazakh,
42.7 per cent Russian, 9.2 per cent Ukrainian, with
the remainder consisting of minor ethnic groups.

158. Mr. Khrushchev had also much to say on the
subject of the cultural development ofthe non..Russian
republics in the Soviet Union. He said:

"It is known, for example that before the revolution
the peoples of Kazakhstan and the Central Asian
republics were almost entirely illiterate. There
were almost no people with secondary and higher
education. The Soviet .Power has made education
and culture widely accessible to all peoples." [Thid.,
para. 199.] .

Unfortunately, we do not know much about the cultural
c.onditions .in Central Asia in the earlier periods-at
least, I do not. Nevertheless, I have the feeling that
Mr. Khrushchev's charactertaatton of. these peoples
as .being almost entirely illiterate is a gross carica
ture. According to the Russian geographer. Khanykov,
who explored the Bukhara region in about 1840, and

who was. by the way. stronglyanti..Moslem. schools
in the Bukhara Emirate were spread all over the coun.
try. both in towns and in villages. In towns, almost
every street had its primary sohool and. aocording
to an approximate evaluation, about one-quarter ofthe
population of the Emirate was literate. Duringthefil'st
half of the nineteenth oentury. suoh a high percentage
of literacy was high even for Western countries.

159. Leaving aside the cultural oonditions of Central
Asia in the pre..Russian period, we know for certain
that the cultural development in the Soviet Union is
also uneven. Take. for example. Uzbekistan. Thepopu
lation of Uzbekistan is 14.5 times less than that of
Russia proper. but the number of students is 18 times
less, the number of books and journals published per
year is 44 times less and the number of issues of
newspapers published per year is 40 times less.

160. Let us take Kazakhstan. The population of
Kazakhstan is 12 times less than that ofRussia proper,
but the number of students is 24.5 times less, books
and journals published per year 66 times less and
newspapers issued 35 times less.

161. Or let us take the Ukraine. According to official
Soviet statistics, the population ofthe UkrainianRepub
lic is 2.8 times less than that ofthe Russian Republic.
but the number of students in higher schools is
3.6 times lees, the number of books and[oumals pub
lished per year is 10 times less andthe number of is
sues of newspapers published peryear is 7 tim.es less.
There was a time when the culture ofthe Ukraine was
ahead of that of Russia. One cannot possibly argue
that the present state of Ukrainian culture is due to
its old backwardness.

162. Mr. Khrushchev painted for us a glorious picture
of the national freedom in the Soviet Union, when he
said;

"Under the Constitution, each of our fifteen Union
Republics has the right to remain in the Unionor to
leave it, if it so desires. The existence of nineteen
autonomous republtcs, nine autonomous regions and
ten national territories makes it possible to preserve
the national characteristics and cultural originality
and individuality of each people and nationality."
[Ibid., para. 209.]

163. It is true that article 17 of the Soviet Constitu
tion does declare that every Soviet Republic has the
right to secede :fromthe SovietUnion. But Mr. Khrush
chev forgot to mention to us two other articles of
the same Constitution, namely, articles 21 and 133.
Article 21 stipulates: "Uniform Union citizenship is
established for citizens of the USSR." .Article 133
reads: ·IITo defend the country is the sacred duty of
every citizen of the USSR. Treason to the Motherland
violation of the oath of allegiance, desertion to the
enemy, impairing the military power of the State, es
pionage-is punishable with all +he severity of the law
as the most heinous of crtmes", In fact. any attempt
to obtain any advantage from. article 17 of the Consti
tutionautomatically becomes a sertouacrime, accord
ing to articles 21 and 133.

164. It should be remembered that, while the political
structure of the Soviet Unionis nominally a federation,
actual political power is centralized in the Russian
Communist Party. The Communist PartieS of the
constituent republics are treated as local committees
of the Russian Communist Party.
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ments and against any form of federation of free
nations. That is the crux of the matter. Let us not
misunderstand the Soviet initiative in this session of
the General Assembly.

16B. Lenin deolared long ago:

"Marxism cannot be reconciled with nationalism
even if the latter is just, irreproachable and civilized.
Marxism is moving forward aheadof every national
ism as an international idea of the amalgamation of
all nations into a higher whole. National culture is
in general the culture of estate-owners, clergy and
bourgeoisie. "

This quotation is found in Lenin's Works, VolumeXX,
page B.

169. We are against colonialism of any type, shape
or origin. A colony is a colony, whether it is the
product of overseas expansion or the product of over
land expansion. We have nothing good to say about
colonialism. We wish it to be terminated as early as
possible and, for this reason, my delegation will sup
port the forty-two Power draft resolution [A/L.323
and Add.1-5] • Wherever people In Asta, Africa, Europe
or America struggle against colonialism, China will
lend them its support.

170. The world faces a gigantic contradiction in its
developments. On the one hand, we have the develop
ment of the colonies of Western European countries
into independent nations, many of which are repre
sented here today. On the other 'hand, we have the
Soviet Empire ever expanding. I think I am not wrong
or immoderate when I say that the nations of Western
Europe are trying to live up to, eventhough somewhat
slowly, too slowly, the principles of the Charter and
the basic aspirations of mankind. The Soviet Empire
is today pushing and forging ahead against the ideals
of the United Nations Charter and the basic yearnings
for freedom of people everywhere. This is the problem
of colonialism which the United Nations faces today.

The meeting rose at 6 p.tn.
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165. The question may be asked: Why do the Soviets,
whUe refusing their own oaptive peoples the right to
secede and eetablish themselves as independent States,
propagate the slogan of liberation of colonial peoples
in Asia and Mrioa? Lenin answered this question in
the following wnrdB:

"We, as Communists, must and will support the
bourgeois emanoipation movements in colonial coun
tries whenthose movements have a real revolutionary
oharaoter and when the representatives of those
movements will not hinder us in educating and or
ganizing the peasants and the exploited masses in
the revolutionary spirit."

I have taken this quotation from Lenin's Works,
4th Edition, Volume XXXI, page 217.

166. Later, stalin also gave an answer to this ques
tion:

"The slogan of self-determination of nations at the
present moment, when the flame of emancipation is
spreading in the colonies, is a revolutionary pass
wordfor us. While the Soviet states are uniting into
a federation of their own will, the nations forming
the Russian Socialist Federation will not voluntarily
use the right of secession. Howeve,r, if we deal with
colonies still under the claws of Britain, France,
America, Japan, if we deal with such countries as
Arabia, Mesopotamia, Turkey, India, which are
colonies or half-eolonies of the Entente, then the
right of nations to separate becomes a revolutionary
slogan and to give it up means to help the impe
rialists. "

I take this quotation from the Works of stalin, Vol
ume V, page 43.

167. In plain language, stalin's idea was this: the
Soviet Union supports the liberating movements in
Western colonies because such support will help the
Soviet Union to spread its power and its interests
the world over. Within the bocders ofthe Soviet Union,
the Soviets are naturally against any liberatingmove-
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