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Secretary-General 

Co 7 September 1984, during the Seventh Joint Meeting of Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs of the Contadora Group and of the Central American Countries, held In 
Panma City, the Contadora Group delivered to the Central American countqiea the 
'03ntadora llct on Paace and Co-operation in Central America" of 7 September 1984. 

On that occasion the ministers said that, in their opinion and faced with the 
peraiatcnt threat of a breach of the peace, it was "necessary for the Governments 
of the region to expedite adoption of the canmitments assoned in the Contadora Act” 
and that it was %@erative~that other Governments with interests in and links with 
the area should reapect the self-determination of the Central American peoples and 
declare themeelvea unaquivccally in favour of replacing force with political 
negotiation*. They also expressed their intention of reporting to the 
international organisations “on the progress made at the important stage 
culminating with the delivery of the revised version of the Act". 

Dssiring to contribute so far as possible towards finding peaceful solutions 
to the serious situation and taking into account the fact that, as stated by the 
hininter8 for Foreign Affairs oi the mntadora Group in their letter of 7 Septesber 
to the Heads of State of Central America , the Act of the same date "reflects the 
observations and views which the five Central American Gwernments have put forward 
concerning the draft Act" and that "this latest version is the result of an intense 
proceslr of consultation and of a broad exchange of views with all the Central 
American Governkentsv, the Government of Nicaragua duly announced (see S/16756, 
annex) its decision to "accept in its entirety and to sign immsdietely, without any 
IWdifiCatiOn, the Revised Act of 7 September subnitted by the Contadora Group for 
the sake of the peace and security of all the Central American peoples". 

SC28559 15643 (E) / . . . 



A/39/668 
S/16828 
English 
Page 2 

On 25 September 1984, the Ministers of the Contadora Group met in New York in 
order to deliver to you this hiqhly important document , together with the request 
that it should be published as an annex to the report on the situation in central 
America which you were going to present both to the General Assembly and to the 
Security council. The "Contadoca Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America” 
of 7 September indeed appears as a" annex to document A/39/562-S/16775 of 9 October 
1984. 

We were perplexed and surprised to see, issued as a" official document of the 
General Assembly under agenda item 25, document A/39/630 to which is annexed a 
sc+called "Contadora Act on peace and co-operation in Central America - as revised 
at the meeting of Central American Ministers for Foreign Affairs". 

I" View of this fact, my Government considers it extremely important to 
clarify the matter to the international community as follows% 

1. The document annexed to the letter dated 30 October from the 
representatives of Costa Rica , El Salvador and Honduras to the united Nations 
(A/39/630) is not an Act of the Contadora Group, because only one Contadora Act 
exists, namely that dated 7 September 1984, on which.our Government has already 
commented. Neither does the said document represent revisions made at any meeting 
of the Central American Ministers for Foreign Affairs. .If the representatives of 
Costa Rica, El Salvador and Honduras are referring to the meeting which took place 
between their Ministers for Foreign Affairs on 20 October 1984 ,in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, it must be made clear that that meeting could in no way be called a 
meeting of Central American Ministers for Foreign Affairs as the Foreign Ministers 
of Guatemala and Nicaragua did not participate in it and, at the same time, the 
final document was not signed by Guatemala. Nicaragua considers it unacceptable 
that meetings should be held outside the Contadora framework and independently of 
or contrary to the process undertaken by that group of countries. 

2. If the intention of the representatives of Costa Rica, El Salvador and 
Honduras was to make known the views of their respective Governments on the 
Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America of 7 September 1984, 
that intention accords ill with the procedure used , 'wherebly those countries 
arrogate to themselves functions which belong only to the Contadora countries and 
to representations which only the five Central American countries, as a group, can 
authorfze. 

3. Concerning the substance of the amendments submitted by the Governments 
of Costa Rica, El Salvador and Honduras, my Government recently set out its 
position clearly in the declaration which was issued as an official document of the 
General Assembly and of the'security Council (see A/39/629-5/16815, annex). In 
that connection, we wish to reiterate that such amendments "constitute in fact a 
rejection of the Contadora proposal and a complete denial of agreements previously 
reached by consensus" and also that "they reflect the observations made by the 
Government of the united States and that they form part of the United States policy 
Of changing the nature of the Contadora Act of 7 September 1984 and of preventing 
its signature”. The accuracy of the latter opinion has been confirmed by the 
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existence of a document of the united States National Security Council classified 
“secret/sensitive”, which was published in The Washington Poet on 6 November) (1 
copy of the article is attached 8s an annex to this letter. 

4. At such a critical juncture' for peace in the Central American region we 
consider it important to reiterate our full support 'for the efforts of the 
Contadora countries and, at the same time, we appeal to the Government of the 
United States to desist from its manoeuvres aimed at frustrating the achievement of 
a peaceful and negotiated settlement of Central American problems and, consistent 
with its oral statements, to support the early signature and ratificationof the 
Act of 7 September 1984. 

I should be grateful if you would arrange for this letter and its annex to be 
distributed as an official document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 25, 
and of the Security Council. 

(Signed) Javier CHAMORRO MORA 
Ambassador 

‘Permanent Representative of 
@dagua to the United Nations 
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