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1. In resolution 819 B (XXXI) the Economic and Social Council, !!!te!...~l·

requested the Secretar~)'-Gene~:Eil to circulate the report on de'lC':.O]?mel1ts j

field of freedom of information since 1954 (Ej3443) ·to "States ~lembers of

Dnited Nations, to the interested specialized agencies and to the non-goverIlj

o:rganizations in consultative status for their cOlTIments and any additional

inforro:=:tion \·,hich they may consider pertinent. 1I

2. The Government of the l"ederal People t S RelJublic of Yugoslavia by a note

of 20 April 1962 submitted the folloWing comrnent on the report:

"The report on the p:l'ogress made since 1954 in the field of
freedom of infOl'mc\'l;.ion, \\Thich was prepared in reE:ponse to
resolution '713 (XXVII), is a useful document that has provided data
making possible a better evaluation of the present situation in the
field of freedom of infC!rmc~tion. He should have a far more complete
picture of t1'1e situation [md of developments in this field if a larger
number of countries had s;:;nt replies.

"The fact that the implementation of practical measures for
promoting freedom of information has borne fruit \'1ill have a favourable
effect on future \'101'1< and on t.he recorr.mendations vlhieh wiJ.l in the future
be adopted. The suggestions and conclusions concerning the development
of information media in t~e under-developed countries and the search
for ways of assisting tl1ese countries ul'ovide a real basis from which it
",ill be possible likeHise to seel{ solutions in regt:trd to other aspects of
freedom of information. More effor'!:; must be made to emerge from the
position of stagnation obtaining in regard to the legal definition of
freedom of information, and to find solution") best suited to the situation
as it eXists in connexion with this problem throughout the world.
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liThe efforts of the Un:t.:ted Na,tions and of the specialized agencies
concer11ed .with this problelIl shuu.lc:.. be iUGreas::'ngly directed toward the
granting of long-term technical G.ssis~ance to the ul1d.er-d~velo:pe(l countries.

"In order to atta.in thts goal and to cope "(dth the ever-increasing
requests in this field, the Un5.teo. Nations, a:':'lG. more pa.l'ticularly UNESCO,
sl101.~J",:l d.~·avr up a plan at' tel:hl:1:l.cal a:ssista.nce :for the develo::;nnerrG of national
systems for the p::.~omoti.on of freedom of infoTll1s,tion_ l"'lle essential
ingredients of such a long··term plan (assistance in org8.llizing national
agencies, the establishlnel~t of national or regional :'~nstitutions which would be
~espoDsible for research wDrk and for the ~raiDiDg oZ the necessary
~ersounel) have been indicated at regional conferences} and particularly at
th~ cOtlferel~ce ,,!hich dealt with the problems of' f::c'eedom of information
in the African countries.

IIIn this regard, tbe role of the Economic and Socia.l Council} as a
body cO-OJ:d.inatil1g concentrated action by all organs 8.ml orge.nlzations}
should be stJ:engthened.. 11




