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l. At its thirty-fi)~st session the Ecol1omj.c :;l,ud Soc:i.al Council adopted

resolution 819 B (XXXI) concerni~~ the report on developments in the field ot

:freedom of infol'matiol1 ainco 1954 (E/34i.I-3). In this resolution the Council,

inter al:ia, reqt~ested Member States and l"pecj,alized agencies to submit COllllllents

on the report and any adQitioual information which they might consider

pertinent; and requested t~e Commission on Human Ri~~ts, at its eighteenth session,

to consider the report with the comments of Governments.

2. The Secretary-General forilarded the text of the resolution to Governments by
, .

a note of' 1 June 1961 and to specialized agencies by a letter of 17 May 1961-

3. The Govermnents of Burma and of the United States of America stated that

they had no comments or additional information to offer. The Government of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that its comments would be offered

by its representative on the Commission on Human Rights.

4. The Government of Cambodia, by note of 19 October 1961, submitted the

folloving information:

"There is a national press agency, the Khmer Press Agency; ~bich is
affiliated to Reuter and A.F.P. An agreement concerning the exchange of
information free of charge and on the basis of reciprocity and the e~uality
of the parties was concluded between this national agency and the Telegraph
Agency of the Soviet Union (TABS) in August196l,. " ... ' .

5•. The Government of the Netherlands, by note of 3 January 1962, submitted the

follo~ingbbservations~

"It' would seem appropriate to include the NetherlanCJ.;s among the
countries where there was a marked expansion in fre~uency modulation
broadcasting (document E/3443, paragraph 97, first sentence). Further
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it would be appreciated it the folloVing correction could be ma~e on
page 47 of the English text of document E/}445: in paragraph ~05,
sub-pa.ragt"aph t South America I I delete 1Surinamt trom the l:i ~~t; ef
"televisionI countries and insert 'the Netherlando Antilles' ~ 11

6. The Government of Pakistan, by note of 28 December 1961) SUbmitted the

following infcrmation:

"Press :tn Pak!.stan ~ s gre.-::l1..lal.J.J d.~'.'·l::~L():;::~.n.~ into a S0W1d :tndustry.
Indeed it c('l,nnot be c ol'X\ps!.'~d. 8;i;, the. 1~').')m8:1 r. ·~vJ. t~·, t~le Pr? E!J :tn highly
adva.nced countries of t:.i.e 1'i'aei :., I}~}"'ffe'V'e:r' ';:;;l;~~ ::~ove::r.l.U1.ent is conscious
of the desirability of intro:i:lcing modern t'3cbnig,ues of production and
management to tho illd.u1=;J.:;ryQ

"Pre~,iS in p[1Jci.siie.:1. 5.s f?::'ee < It :1.s h':lWI;;vr;r no exception to the rule
or :p·mi:'lb:~.2"!.g ino,'tY:ii'lvs:. :tJ,e~~,ml(,,:l arAd, ne~Y~p(l.pera :::,:::' thE'::r vjoJe.~e tte J.aw
of tt,.e le.no. or :tnd.ulge in 6.ci:Lr:lties 11k8].Y to enclallgE::>' the gecuri by of
the StE'.te.,

n(i) The ne.tion is kept well-informed about day-to-day events in
t~1e coltJ.:l,try 8J;')d abroad. Tnere are a le,rgem.unl::.sr of pe.p'~rs

in the country pu~li8hed in the nation~~ languages~ nall~ly

Urdu and Benga:'l, the Stat.e lal:1guage English and rE;Jg:l.onal
languages. Similarly, the:re are news bulJ.e:!;~.nG brlJA.dcast
every ~;y in foreign, national and regional l~nguages~

Prominent ne"\'1S agenc:tes of the wo:C'1d like U..P"I. J A"P oA oJ

A.F.P., Reuter, Tass, Hsinhua, star News Agency, etc., have
their offices in the country. Some of them work in co-operation
with local news agencies. They ure provided with all facilities.
Some prominent papers of the world have their representatives
who are assisted in obtaining information. A number of foreign
~apers are freely circulated wi~h a view to giVing the people
information in detail from forei~n lands. The D.P.I. and
A.F.P. are provided with wireless links.

11 (ii) Days of special significance like the United Nations Day, Hillllan
Rights Day, Children l s Day, etc., are observed thrOUghout
the country. Special programmes on such occasions are arranged
on radio and much space is devoted to them. Messages of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, the President of
Pakistan and other advocates of peace are given widest possible
~ublic1ty. Recordings frQm the United Nations are fully
utilized in radio programmes. As a whole the activities of the
great Organization and its specialized agencies and their work
for peace are given due prominence in the Press and radio.
Close contact is also kept ~th the Voice of Ameriea.
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"(i1i) Governme~t,i~ly~g~~pe~ate~~ththerepresentatives of the
Press} both ria~i~:mal""~pdfDreign_ They are prDvia.~d. ~·rlth all
~ossible facilitie~ ~nd are assisted in obtaining j~orm~tion
covering all spheres of activities in the countryo ~he

Fress Information.Dep?rtment, Government of Pakistan. . . . )

regularly supplies infonnation based on accurate facts. This
Department promptly attends to pressmen and quickly provides
answers to their queries.

lIIrliport and export lice:.C'eG a:."c prcv:!.ded freely to foreign or
Pakistani correspondents 8.l~d cameramen rD~"r?Flen~ing fore:I.€,TI newspapers
and news agencies to enable T.l:em to send cx:r}osed film and import raw
film ',11th the IT,inimum delay. Pakistan is prc..bably the only country il
the world ilhich j}rovides this faci:':'::'ty. 'J:hese licences are granted or
yearly b<!'!,s.Ls.

"Bec:; (le 5 the President, ::-.11 Ministers and Secretaries to the Go
hold regu} :~:':" p:cess coni'cre'1ces. The Pres~.a.ent recently "briefed t.tJPy

editors on economic development in the country) and other curren1
Exclus::':,re :'nten-4.€1,rS 1,"'ith the President are also arranged tor Pal
and fOl'E.:ign corl'espon~lentB.

tlAll facilities ar'c also provic1.ed to news media representati-vef
special occasions like tIle visits of Heads of States and personnel.
arransements made during President Eisenhower's and P:cime Mini:.rter 1<;
recent visits to Pakistan were described by visiting Indian end other
foreign joU!'nalists as the most efficient they had ever known. 1I

7. By a letter of 12 January 1962 the Secretary~Genera1of the International

Telecommunication Union submitted the folloYling comments concerning

paragraphs 166 and 167 of the re];lort on developments in the field of freedom of

information since 1954:

tiThe International Telecommunication Union, in its International Radio
Consultative Committee (CCrR), is treating the question of the
specifications for efficient low~cost broadcasting receivers, for use
in under-devel0];led countries} as an urgent matter, and it forms the subject
of CCrR Study Programme No. 170 (XII). It should be noted that the ITU
is not concerned with their ];lroduction.

"This StUdy Programme has been referred to CCIR Study Group XII
(Tropical Broadcasting), of which the Chairman is Deputy Director-General
and Chie~ Engineer of a broadcasting organization ~hich has already bad
experience over many years in this subject. Several contributions to the
study have already been received and the Study Group plans to hold an
interim meeting in June 1962, at which it is hoped to formulate the
speci~ications.
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"The specifications will cover frequency modulation transmissions
in the very bif;r.,. :f.'~'egu::ncy band, as well as amplitude modulation
transmissions 1:' "):e .1,~,,\:r:. nJf:dium and/or high frequency bands. It is thus
confidently bOj/~d_ t1!,i;: a CC~~E Recommendation, for submission to UNESCO,
Will be acceptec 'at the next Plenary Asnembly af the CCIR, scheduled to
ta~e place in New Delhi, in January and February, 1963. 11
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