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Comments of Governments and Epeclalized Agencies

1. At its thirty-first session the Economic and Social Council adopted
resolution 819 B (XXXI) concerning the report on developments in the field of
freedom of information aince 1954 (B/3L43). 1In this resolution the Council,
inter alia, requested Member States and gpecialized agencies to submit comments
on the report and any additicnal information which they might consider
pertinernt; and requested the Commission on Fuman Rights, at its elghteenth session,
to consider the report with the Acomments' of Governments.
2. The Secretary-General forwarded the text of the reso;pltion to (overnments by
a note of 1 June 1961 and to specialized agencies by & letter of 1T May 1961.
e The Governments of Burma and of the United States of America gtated. that
they hed no comments or additionsl information to offer. The Goverrment of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that its comments wpuld be offered
by its representative on the Commission on Human Rights, . o
L. The Government of Cambodia, by note of 19 October 1061, submitted the
folloving information: -

| "Th‘ere is a national press agency, the Khnmer Press'"'_Agency,’ which is

- affiliated to Reuter and A.F.P. An agreement concerning the exchange of

information freeb of charge and on the basis of reciprocity and the equality

of the parties was concluded between this national agency and the Telegraph

Agency of the Soviet Union (TASS) in August 19617
5. . The Government of the Netherlands, by note of 3 January 1962, submitted the
following observations: o _ . |

"Tt would seem appropriate to include the Netherlands among the

countries where there was & merked expsnsion in frequency modul;‘cizger
brosdeesting (document E/3443, paragraph 97, £irst sentence). Fur
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6.

it would be appreciated if the following correction could be made on
page 47 of the English text of document E/3UL3: in paragraph 107,
sub~paragraph 'South America', delete 'Surinam' from the liwsh ¢f
ttelevision! countries and insert "the Netherlands Antilles!.”

The Government of Pakistan, by note of 28 December 1961, submitted the

following infcrmation:

"Press in Pekistan jis gradually deveioning into a sound industry.
Indeed 1t cannot be compzred a6 the mopent with the Prres in highly
advanced countries of the Wast, IHowever the Jovernment is conseious
of the desirability of introducing moderm technigues of production and
management to the indusiry,

"Press in Pokisten is free. It s however no exception to the rule
of pmishing individval pressmen and newspapers LT they violete the law
of the land or indulge in asctilrities 1i¥ely o endanger the security of
the State.

“(i) The nation 1s kept well-informed about day-to=day events in
the country and abroad. Tnere are a lzrge mumteaer of papors
in the country published in the natlonal langusges, nauely
Urdu and Bengasl, the State language English and reglonal
languagzs, Simlilerly, there are news bullelins broadcast
every 62y in foreign, national and regional languages.
Prominent news agencies of the world like U.P:I., AF.An,
A.F.P., Reuter, Tass, Hsinhua, Star News Agency, ete., have _
their offices in the country. ESome of them work in co-operation
with local news agencies, They are provided with all facilities.
Some prominent papers of the worid have thelr representatives
vho are assisted in obtaining information. A number of forelgn
papers are freely circulated with a view to giving the people
information in detail from foreipgn lands. The U.P.I. and
AF.,P, are provided with wireless links.

"(11) Days of special significance like the United Nations Day, Human

‘ Rights Day, Children's Day, etc., are observed throughout
the country. Special programmes on such occasions are arranged
on radio and much space is devoted to them. Messages of the
Secretary~General of the United Nations, the President of
Paklstan and other advocates of peace are glven widest possible
publicity., Recordings frqm the United Nations are fully
ubilized in radio programmes. As a whole the activities of the
great Organizatlion and its specislized agencies and their work
for peace are given due prominence in the Press and radio.
Close contact is also kept with the Voice of America.
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"(111) Government fully co-operates with the representatives of the
Press, both national’dnd foreign. They are provided with all
possible facilities and are assisted in obtaining inlormation
covering all spheres of activities in the country. The
Press Information Department, Government of Pekistan,
regulerly supplies Informetion based on asccurate facts. This
Pepartment promptly attends to pressmen and quickly provides
answers to their gqueries,

"Import and expors licesces gre previded freely to foreign or
Pakistanl correspondents erd cameramen representing foreign neyspapers
and news agencies to enable them to send exposed £ilm and import raw
film with the ninimum delay. Pakistan is probably the only country i
the world which provides this facility. These licences are granted or
veerly basis.

"Pecides the President, cll Ministers and Secretaries to the Go
hold reguloxr press conferences. The President recently briefed twer
edltors on eccnomic development in the country, and other current
Exclusive Interviews with the President are also arranged for Pal
and foreign correspondents.

“"All facilities arc also provided to news media representatives
specinl occasions like the visits of Heads of States and personuel.
arrangerents rwade during President Eisenhower's and Prime Minister e
recent visits to Pakistan were described by visiting Indian and other
foreign journalists as the most efficient they had ever known."

7+ By a letter of 12 January 1962 the Secretary-General of the International
Telecommunication Unlon submitted the following comments concerning

paregraphs 166 and 167 of the report on developments in the field of freedom of
information since 195k:

"The International Telecommunication Union, in its International Radio
Consultative Committee (CCIR), is treating the question of the
specifications for efficlent low-cost broadcasting receivers, for use
in under-developed countries, as an urgent metter, and it forms the subject
of CCIR Study Programme No. 170 (XII). It should be noted that the ITU
is not concerned with their production.

"This Study Programme has been referred to CCIR Study Group XIT
(Tropical Broadcasting), of which the Chalrman 1s Deputy Director-General
and Chief Engineer of a broadcasting organization which has already had
experience over many years in this subject. Several contributions to the
study have already been received and the Study Group plans to hold an
interim meeting in June 1962, at which it is hoped to formulate the

specifications.
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"The specifications will cover frequency modulation transmissions
in the very high fTveguaucy band, as well as amplitude modulation
transmissions in ibe Muw. medium and/or high frequency bauds. Tt is thus
confidently hoped that a CCIR Recommendation, for submission to UNESCO,
will be acceptel at the nexi Plenary Assembly af the CCIR, scheduled to
take place in New Delhi, in January and February, 1963."
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