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:N'rhorUCTION

~urir:~ the rri.net.eent.h ~m:' ea rLy tllentieth centuries the tenefits be s t.owed

:W ':F'lnl:2.nd by ::c~eientL'i~ \.~:'..::;c:')veries and b;r their application thl'oui:.~h t.echno Lo.ry

',;ere ::';l:~~:er"~,e. :::cientii le advance Has \·;idel:y assumed to te an aspect 8:L' h',H''.8Cl

r :"::-c:ress) sr:c: l~,) e~;::enti3~ conflict, be tween the tuo cou l.d generally be envf.saged ,

'(:':";l:tif:c :,r:11 tl::cLnJlocic~'l ceveLo oment e , corrt r Lbu Led t o on 811Set Cl1 J.:::lub~s

'".; t o the ex.i at.enc e ~f er" Lnevi t.abl,e 1..'lli::nce between ac i ent.Ltt c advance and

l:" ~~ token l~18ce ha s no t been a ccompanl ed by an equa l.l.y ul'!;!;ent and pr-of'ound

c:)nsijel~ti:::ln :)f the i~~licotion~ therea! far hu~an rights. It has been asserted

bh8t such 3 c2~sideration has became the i~are GrGent since new scientific

:HsC:::JVeries n:)"i ~;2SS lY<':)Y'e rJ~~idly than eve r into practical application. These

expr-eus i.ons of doubt and 'J.l'i:.'ency have been i'.1ade by distinguished individuals,

n~n-~~v2rnmen~al orGanization~) Governments and interg~vernment81organizations.

2. On i2 ~3Y 196.) the 1nternBti~nal Confer~nce ~n Human Rights 8d~pted

reG')~l,ti~n X:::) on hL:L1Qn ri:h'Gs and scLent.Lf'Lc ann t.echno Log i.ca L developments,

""hici, rec·.:s os 1'0110"llS}/ -

"Con::i'ic2'in,]; that scientific dLs c ove r Le s and t.he ir t.echno Log i.ca I
upplicatioDs ~pen up vest p~OG~ccts fJr economic, social and cultu~ol

:'J':JcresG and for r isi11:, the level of 11vtn.: , and t.hrt they can by t.ha t
t::Jten conr, t.i t.ut e a dec Ls i ve t'acto.r in the effective a pp'l i ce t i on of human
"ic:hts f'o r e 11 incH v i.duo I s and all peovl.e n J

"Cons i de r-Lng , hoveve r , that these d i scov er-Le s ,311d technological
developments may entail certain dangers far t.he riGhts of' the individual
01' 2f the group arid f''JI' human dieni ty and t.ha Co / in any event, their
u t i Lt t.a t i.on :taisc;s compl.ex ethical and legal p"':)blems '<7ith respect t.o human
riehts,

•

---~

1./ ?inalAct of the IntclTIstional Conference on Hun~n Rights, Teheran, 22 April
-c;U relay 1')6.: (Unite:,- ]112ti':::>l1S putlic;,tbn J Sales No.: E.(d.X1V.2), chap. 111 J

re so Iut.i.on XI.

/ ...
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"1. Is 0:1.' the ;)iJini~n that t.he se pl''Jblerns require t.ho i-ough [lUli

con t i nuous intel'(iisci~)lin:..lI·y studies a t bot.h the na tLona l and the
Lrrte rnat.Lona L le'/el, S:J that they may serve a s a basis f'o r dr~1,-rinL~ U~J

::lppr~~riate ~tandards, uh8uld the need 2rise

"2. Rec'.)~Y:r.:ends tha t the 'Jrganizoti'Jns ~f t.he Unite5 Na t i ona family
shouLd under-tuke :J st~l::ly~f the probLeme ui th respect to human ri;';ht.s
arisinG f'rom L:evel:)plents in science and t.echno l.ogy , pa r-t i cu Loi-Ly 'ri th
ret.:;:u.:l t o :

"(8) Respect f'J1' privacy in vieu 'Jf rec::lrdinc; techniques,

"( b) Pro t.ec t Lon of' the human pe r so nc lity and its physical and
intellectual integrity in view 'Jf the progress in bi'Jl'Jgy, medicine and
bi'Jchemistry;

V8E

enc
cor

t

int
as
fur:

int
Tec
the
Ivit
in

"( c)
pers'Jn and
society;

The uses 'Jf electr'Jnics vhich may affect the rights of the
the limits whLch shoul,d be placed 'In its uses in a democ ra t i,c s'Jv

tec

"( d) Nore generally, the balance wh.i ch shcuLd be established be tveen
scientific an:" t.echnol.og i ca L progre s s and the intellectual, spiritual,
cultural and moraL advancement cf humarri ty. "

3. Paragraph 12 'Jf the Pr'Jclamati'Jn 'Jf Teheran, adopted by the Teheran

Conference on 13 May 196;';) reads}./ and

"18. Hhile recent scientific disc'Jveries and techn'Jl'Jgic81 advances
have opened vast prospects for econamic, s'Jcial and cultural pr'Jgress,
such deveLcpmerrt s may nevertheless endanger' the l'ights and f'reedoms of
individuals and wi Ll. require ccnti.nui.ng attentL.m."

sc i.e
cuLi

4. The General Assembly, 'In 19 :Cecember 196~" a topt.ed r-eso Lut i on 2LI-50 (XXIII)

'In human rights and scientific and t.echnoLogLca L deveLo pment.s , which r eac s as

f'Jl1'J'\>1s:

liThe General Assembly,

a rE

'J11 t
Lnt.e
n'Jn·
be c
the

lIHaving taken n'Jte 'Jf paragraph 113 'Jf the Pr'Jclamati'Jn 'Jf Te"eran
ad'Jpted by the International C'Jnference 'In Human RiGhts and 'Jf res'Jluti'Jn XI
c'Jncerning human rights and scientific and techn'Jl'Jgical devel'Jpments
ad'Jpted by the C'Jnference 'In 12 May 1968,

Comrr
and
Asse

"Sharing the c'Jncern expressed by the C'Jnference that recent
scientific disc8veries and techn'Jl'Jgical advances, althQugh they 'Jpen up

5. In a

General a

TJnited Na

~/ Ibid., chap. 11. specializ

j. ..
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vast prospects for economic, social and cultural progress, may nevertheless
endanger the rights snd freedoms of individuals and peoples and
consequently call for constant attention,

"Endorsinc the idea that these problems require thorough and continuous
interdisciplinary studies, both national and international, which lnay serve
as a basis for dro"\vin[3 up appropriate standards to protect human r Lght.s and
fundamental fl"eedoms,

"1, Invites the Secretary-General to undertake, "\-li th the assistance,
inter ali3~f the Auvisory Committee on the Application of Science and
Technology to revelopment and in co-operation vlith the executive heads of
the competent specialized agencies, a study of the problems in connexion
"\vith human rights arising from developments in science and technology,
in particular from the folloHing standpoints:

"(a) Respect for the privacy of individuals and the integrity and
sovereignty of nations in the light of advances in recordings and other
techniques~

rr( b) Protection of the human per-scna Lity and its physical and
intellectual integrity, in the light of advances in biology, medicine and
bi.ochemi s t r-y ;

"( c) Uses of electronics whi ch may affect the i-Lght s of the person
and the limits uhich should be placed on such uses in a democratic society;

"(d) Ivbre generally, the balance vh Lch should be established between
scientific and technological progress and the intellectual, spiritual,
cultural and moral advancement of humanity;

1:2. Requests the Secretary-Generol to prepare, on a preliminary basis,
a report comprising a swnmary account of studies already made or in progress
on the aforementioned subjects, emanating in perticular from governmental and
intergovernmental sources, the speciolized agencies and the competent
non-governmental organizations J and a draft programme of wor k whi ch might
be undertaken in fields in which subsequent surveys would be necessary for
the attainnlent of the objectives of the present resolutionj

"3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the said report to the
Commission on Human Rights at its twenty-sixth session for consideration
and transmittal, through the Economic and Social Council, to the General
Assembly at its tvrenty-fifth session."

5. In accordance \-lith paragraph 2 of resolution 2450 (XXIII), the Secretary

General addressed appropriate inquiries to Governments of States Members of the

United Nations and States members of the specialized agencies, to the

specialized agencies, to the Council of Europe, the League of Arab states, the

/
/ e _ •

•
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Or,,:mLc.:::tL:m :)f M'rican Unity and the Ort:anL:otL,n 81' American Sea ce s , t.)

'::1rL"'us other intt"l·~:'.)\·erm:leni:;al bod Le s and uo a uL;e range 8f non-gove rmnentuj

;)r,-,:_mizQti:)I1~'. Since many ieLevarrt s tud.ies Here l.novn t o h..ve emana t.ed 1~l'8l;1

D_~ur~es:)ther them t.ho se s]ccifically weni:.Lme(' in the r-e s o Lut.Lon , t.he SeCl'etury

Gene ra L sou.th t 01::<) the ,;:J-:JpeI'ati:Jn :::>1' Cl number- o f no t i ona L acadeim e s , instituter;

c. As a r e su l t 'Jf the above-rnentLoned inqclil'ie::;j material had been received)

up t o L D=cember 1:~6), 1'1'81:1:

(i) The Government s :Jf Bar-bado s , Be Lgi.um, Cr.nada , China, Lenme r-k, Federe 1

Republic 81' Germany, Finland, Nether-Lend s , Ni.ger-La , SHeden, SI-ritzerlnnc1,

the Uni t",c1 Ki.nzdorn 81' Great Bri t.ri n and Norther-n Ireland and the

Uni tee1 St"tes 81' Amer Lca :

(ii) The Intern']tbnol Labour OrgsDisflti8n (IIO), Urri t.ec Na t Lons Scientific,

Educa t i.ona L and Cultural Ol'c;onizai:.bn (UNESCO), Universal Po st.a L Uni.on

(UPU), ~T'JrlrJ Hec:ltl1 Organi:..;etbn (TiHO)) Ent.er-nat.Lonn j i\t,)lllic Enel'-,~'

Agency (IABi',,) J the Coune i L o f' Eur-ope end the Or::;anizoti-Jn 8:[' A,lcerican

Stotes~

(il.i) The I'o l l.otrt n-; n:)l1-.=;overnmental 8rceniznti811s in consul. teti vc-:

re Lat.Lonah i p '\.'i bh the Economi c E,nL1 S8cinl Counc i.L:

Categ:)r}' I: Ent.e rne t Lone L C'J-operative Al.Liance ; Category 11: Bat.t.e l I e iiemo r-LaI,

Institute Car-ne vi,e End8:111ent for Internal;i:Jn~1 Peace (US!-\), Interna t i ona L J\fjsociati'Jn

81' I:em8crat::.c Lavye r s , Ent.e rnat i one L As soc i t.Lon of Yout.h Mogif3trates} Inte"Y'.otional

Astr8nautic Federuti8n, Internati')nal Cath'Jlic Child Bure3u, Intern3ti8n2l

Comnue s i on 81' Jurists} Lnt.ernat.Lonaj Confe r-enc e of CabhoLl c Charities}

En be rna t.Lona L Counc i L on 38ciol i'!elf'are) Encerna't Lona L Federat.Lor, 8f Bus i ne s s

Encer-na t i one L Cat.ho Li.c Ibvement 1'81' Intellectual and Cultural Af'f'a.irs ,

S8r8ptimist Ent.er'no t.Lona L }\::;s8ciatic)l1, 'hl'lrJ Um.on of Cat.ho l.Lc H8f'lcn IS

Inte:
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OrG~nizati'Jns; R'Jster: C:)uncil f8r International OrsanizatioDS of Medical

Sciences, Lnt.e rna t Loria l Counc i L f'o r Philo3'Jphy and Humanistic Studies,

Ent.e rnat.Lona'l. Counc t l o f Nurses, Internati8l181 rental Feder-at.ion , Internotiol1c'l

Federati8n :)f Air Line Pi18ts Assaciati:)ns, Internati8nal Federation :)1' Seni'Jr

P81ice Officers} Internati8nol Federati')n :)1 SurGical Colleges, Intel'nati8Dol
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InternGti~n81 Institute of Administrative Sciences, International Leprosy

Association, International Pharmaceutical Federation, International Police

Association and Horld IvIedico.l Association:,

(iv) A number of other organizations, institutes and individual scholars.

7. At its eleventh session, 31 March-4 April 1969, the Advisory Committee on

the Application of Science and Technology to revelopment discussed General

Assembly resolution 2L:50 (XXIII). It offered its assistance to the Secretariat

in the Hork involved and appointed a liaison group of three of its members to

maintain contact and provide consultation with the Division of Human Rights.1/

At its twelfth session, 24 November-5 recember 1969, the Advisory Committee

agreed that the liaison group should continue to assist the Secretariat in

preparing the present report. It was noted that, "hen that report Has approved,

further studies ,vould be undertaken, and the Committee agreed that it would be

glod to provide assistance in this work.~/
8. The present document is the preliminary report requested of the Secretary

General by paragraphs;:: and 3 of General Assembly resolution 2450 (XXIII). The

headings of chapters I, 11, III and V are derived from the IVording of

subparagraphs 1 (a), (b), (c) and (d), respectively, of resolution 21.!50 (XXIII)..

Chal)ter IV deals 1Vith problems in connexion IVith human rights arising from

developments in science and technology, other than those dealt IVith elsewhere

in the report. A final chapter VI concerns the procedure IVhich might be adopted

in preparing the study called for in paragraph 1 of resolution 2450 (XXIII).

9. The present report speaks of threats and danJers to human rights arising out

of scientific and technological developments, while the later study called for

by paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution 2450 (XXIII) might also take into

account the benefits of such developments, so that their advantages and

disadvantages might be assessed in the light of the intellectual, spiritual,

cultural and moral advancement of manldnd.

- - - ..'.\ .
2./ E/AC.52/L.65, para. 25.

~ E/AC.52!L.82, para. 72.
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