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23 August 1948

ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCLION NO, 57
To: llemwbers of the Staff of Uuited Nations

Subject: EX GRATIA PAYMENTS

POLICY

Financial Nepulation No, 26 - "The Secretary-General mey make such
United Mations, provided that e statement of such peyments shall be submltted
to the General Assembly with the annual acéounts."

INTERPRETATION AND CONDITIONS

Interpretation

To qualify a payment as ¢x gratia, it is necessary that there be no
legal liability on the pert of the United Nations, because if legal liability
exists, the trensaction should be regulated by law., Further, no
unauthorized wndertaking by an officer of United Nations shall be recognized
as creating an obligation covered by ex gratis authority. The good name
of United Netions, as distinct from that of its officers, is the material

consideration,
Authority |
The Asulstant Secretary-General for Administrative and Financial
Services mey authorize ex pratis payments when
~ (&Y} the amount does not exceed $1,000, and/or
(b) the recipient is a staff member of the United Netions recelving
a salary =t the rate of less than $5,000 per anmmum,
The Secretary-Ceneral mey authorize ex gratia rayments when
(2) *the amount exceeds $1,000, or
(b) the proposal for payment originates in Administrative and Financial
Services, or
(¢) the recipient is a staff wember of the United Nations recelving a

salary of wmore than $5,000 per annum.
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Payment shall be made by the Comptroller from ellotments provided for

the purpose.
/PROCEDURE



Secretariat
AT/57
Page 2

: PROCEDURE

(a) Vhere an ex gratis payment is proposed under Provisional Financial
Regulation 26, the departmental certifying officer coucerned shall make
a detalled report of the circuumstances to the Assistant Secretary-General
of the Department. _

(b) The Assistent Secrebtary-General shall obtain the opinion of the
Legal Departuent ag to the legal implications if such payment were made.
(¢) The Assistant Secretary-General shall make such recommendations as
he sees fit to the Assistanl: Secretary-General for Administrative and
Financial Services, who may, subject to paragraph (d) below, vary,
accept or reject the proposal.

(d) The Assistant Secretary-General for Administrative and Financial
Services shall rvefer to the'Sécretary~Genera1 for gpproval sucl
proposels as do not come within his authority under the terms of this

instruction.

/s/ Byron Price
BYRON FPRICE
Apsistant Secretary-General for

Administrative and Pinanciel SBervices





