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11 (~) To consider also other suggestions for the more effective
functioning of the United Nations that may not require amendments to the
Charter;

"(~) To discuss in detail the observations received from Governments;

"(b) To consider any additional, specific proposals that Governments
may make with a view to enhancing the ability of the United Nations to
achieve its purposes;

-1-

REPORT OF THE AD HOC CO~1ITTEE ON THE
CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS

liThe General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolutions 992 (X) of 21 November 1955 and 2285 (XXII)
of 5 December 1967 concerning the procedure for the review of the Charter
of the United Nations,

"1. Decides to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter of the
United Nations, consisting of 42 members to be appointed by the President
of the General Assembly with due regard for the principle of equitable
geographical distribution, with the following aims:

"Recalling further its resolutions 255.2 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969,
2697 (XXV) of 11 December 1970 and 2968 (XXVII) of 14 December 1972 entitled
"Need to consider suggestions regarding the review of the Charter of the
United Nations",

llTaking note of the observations which were submitted by Governments in
response to the inquiry made pursuant to resolutions 2697 (xrv) and
2968 (XXVII) and which are set out in the reports of the Secretary-General,

\lHaving heard the views expressed by Member States concerning the need
to consider suggestions regarding the review of the Charter of the United
Nations during the consideration of the item at various sessions of the
General Assembly, including the twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, twenty-seventh
and twenty-ninth sessions,

;lReaffirming its support for the purposes and principles set forth in.
t he Charter ,

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 95, document A/9950.

1. At its 2323rd plenary meeting, on 17 December 1974, the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the Sixth Committee, 1/ adopted resolution 3349 (XXIX),
which reads as follows: -



!I(d) To enumerate the proposals which have aroused particular
interest in the Ad Hoc Committee;

112. Invites Governments to submit or to bring up to date their
observations pursuant to General Assembly resolution 2697 (XXV), if
possible before 31 May 1975;

113. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Ad Hoc COlIlIUittee
his views, as appropriate, on the experience acquired in the application
of the provisions of the Charter with regard to the Secretariat;

6.
ag

"4. Request s the Secretary-General to prepare, for the use of the
Ad Hoc Committee, an analytical paper containing the observations received
from Governments and the views expressed at the twenty-seventh and
twenty-ninth sessions;

115. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit a report on its work to
the General Assembly at its thirtieth session;

"6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirtieth
session an item entitled 'Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter
of the United Nations' .11

2. Under the terms of paragraph 1 of the above resolution, the President of
the General Assembly, after appropriate consultations, appointed the following 42
Member States as members of the Ad Hoc Committee: Algeria, Argentina, Brazil,
China, Colombia, Congo, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Finland,
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic of), Ghana, Greece,
Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Mexico, Nepal,
Nigeria, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Spain,
Tunisia, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela, Yugoslavia
and Zambia.

3. The Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter of the United Nations met at United
Nations Headquarters from 28 July to 22 August 1975. All the States members of
the Ad Hoc Committee took part in its work.
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4. At its first and second meetings, held on 28 and 29 July 1975, the Ad Hoc
Committee elected the following officers:

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Mario Aleman (Ecuador)
Mr. Edward W. Blyden, III (Sierra Leone)
Mr. Bernhard Neugebauer (German Democratic RepUblic)

5. The session was opened on behalf of the Secretary-General by Mr. Erik Suy,
the Legal Counsel of the United Nations. Mr. Yuri M. Rybakov, Director of the
Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs, acted as Secretary of the
Ad Hoc Committee.

Chairman:

Rapport eur :

Mr. Bengt H. G. A. Broms (Finland)

Mr. Lauro L. Baja, Jr. (Philippines)
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6. At its second meeting, on 29 July, the Ad Hoc Committee adopted the following
agenda (A/AC.175/t.I):

1. Opening of the session.

2. Election of officers.

3. Adoption of the agenda.

4. Organizaticn of work.

5. Consideration of the observations of Governments pursuant to operative
paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX).

6. Adoption of the report.

7. The Committee had before it two documents submitted by the Secretary-General
in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX), namely: (a) an
analytical paper containing the observations received from Governments pursuant
to General Assembly resolutions 2697 (XXV), 2968 (XXVII) and 3349 (XXIX), and the
views expressed at the twenty-seventh and twenty-ninth sessions of the General
Assembly (A/AC.175/L.2 and Corr.l (English only)); and (b) a document on the
experience acquired in the application of the provisions of the Charter with
regard to the Secretariat (A/AC.175/t.3 and Corr.l and A/AC.175/L.3/Add.l). A
working paper, document A/AC.175/L.4 and Corr.l, on the organization of work was
submitted by Mexico (annex 11).

8. The Ad Hoc Committee devoted its 5th to 17th meetings, held between
4 and 20 August, to a general debate, during which the following 35 members made
statements:

Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Congo, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Ecuador, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal RepUblic of),
Greece, Guyana, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Mexico,
New Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Spain,
Tunisia, Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Yugoslavia and
Zambia.

9. During the general debate the members of the Committee, in presenting their
views, discussed also the observations received from Governments. Suggestions were
furthermore made to enhance the ability of the United Nations to achieve its
purposes together with other suggestions for the more effective functioning of the
United Nations that may not require amendments to the Charter.

There was, however, a fundamental divergence of opinion on the nece'ssity of
carrying out a review of the Charter. Whereas many members stressed the view that
amendments to the Charter or other improvements to the functioning of the United
Nations were needed, there were a number of members who stressed that especially
amendments to the Charter could only result in strain and damage to the
Organization. Some of those members regarded however the consideration of
proposals not requiring amendments to the Charter, either in the general context
of the Committee or in particular organs of the United Nations as a feasible task.

-3-
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In identifying the areas of activities of the United Nations which are most
in need of consideration, several areas were mentioned by many members of the
Committee. Whereas formal textual proposals were not made during this session and
the general suggestions made in individual statements were not submitted to a wide
discussion, the Committee considered that it was unable at this moment to
en~erate proposals under paragraph 1 (d) of resolution 3349 (XXIX). However, the
Committee agreed to present the statements made during the general debate as an
annex to the present report.

The establishment of working groups and two sub-committees was discussed but
the Committee did not take a decision on the matter.

Many members of the Committee were of the opinion that the General Assembly
should allow the Committee to continue its work next year; the next session should
be sufficiently long and summary records should be provided. Some members were
opposed to this opinion. The possibility of creating an index to the reports
prepared by the Secretariat was also discussed.

-4-
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ANNBX I

Statements made during the general debate

ALGERIA

{Original: French!

We share the view that the review of the Charter is the most delicate
question fa~ing the United Nations. The subject is such a sensitive one that
there is a constant tendency to evade the issue and to concentrate on
interpreting the original thinking behind the Charter, although the vast majority
of the present Members of the United Nations had no part in its formulation.

To be sure, the problem is not a new one. On the contrary, it has been a
matter of concern since the very earliest days of our Organization. We must
therefore find a solution, without necessarily setting in motion the process of
over-all review of the Charter, provided for in Article 109.

The task to which our Committee must address itself will involve much
paper-work. But it is not unreasonable at this stage of the proceedings to define
the philosophic basis of our work.

Logically, the Algerian delegation should begin with a list of concrete
proposals for strengthening the Charter and giving it an effectiveness which it
appears to lack in many areas. For the time being, however, we shall refrain from
making suggestions as to possible amendments to the Charter because we feel that
we should first dwell upon some immediate aspects relatinp to the intrinsic
activities of our Organization.

There is a tendency to forget that these very activities have come to
undermine ce~tain provisions of the Charter, perhaps, at times, because of
variol1s structural difficulties, but always because of a lack of political will on
the part of certain influential Member States.

~ What has been the nature of the activities of our Organization in recent
years? The answer is, all the debate~ which have been initiated within these
walls.

These debates, which some ill-intentioned persons consider sterile, have
always afforded Member States an opportunity to engage in dialogue, on a footing of
equality, with all the other countries of the world, since they enable small
countries as well as great to make their views knowr. on major issues. And,
naturally, these debates always result in the adoption of a number of important
resolutions. There are some who feel that these resolutions are mere
recommendations to be added to the stock of preceding recommendations. There are
others who feel that these resolutions have come to constitute a veritable "law of
the United Nations il

• Needless to say, the Algerian delegation belongs to the
second group.
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Of course, these United Nations decisions also find no favour with certain
moralists or with those who want the Organization to fit the mould which certain
members of the Security Council deem appropriate for it. This is simply a matter
of disregarding the ever-increasing role played by a wlmber of countries which,
thanks to detente and decolonization, have made an effective contribution to the
maintenance of an international equilibrium. I~ is also a matter of disregarding
the fact that the contemporary world has undergone an irreversible evolution.
Furthermore it is a matter of disregarding the fact that today's world is not
yesterdayi s world, and the fact that that concrete reality must be the startin~

point for any study of ways and means of strengthening the provisions of the
Charter. The Charter must thus follow the evolution of history, constantly
adaptive to changes in international life.

To our mind, the most urgent task is to work for the implementation of all
the resolutions adopted by our Organization.

\{hat are the obstacles standing in the way of such implementation? At what
level are they to be encountered? At what stage in their implementation are these
resolutions obstructed? The answers to those questions will determine the
raison d'€tre of our Organization.

On many occasions we have dwelt on a subject which has always concerned us:
the right of veto. Far be it from us to dispute the prerogatives of the great
Powers or to cut into their privileges in order to share the morsels. We
realize that necessary inequalities may exist, since it is for the great Powers
to assume the role of vigilant watch-dogs and promoters of international peace.
That is why the Charter of the United Nations granted them privileges, of which
the exceptional burden borne by them is not the least.

rlevertheless, if the right of veto constitutes a privilege, it also entails
duties and obligations which must be respected if international life is to proceed
smoothly. It is hard to accept cases where a Power with the right of veto uses it
for selfish ends and for the protection of unfair privileges which are
incompatible with international peace and security.

We recently witnessed an instance of abuse of the veto privilege when the
United States, in the Security Council, opposed the admission of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam to membership in the
United Nations.

There are some who think that our work will produce meagre results. This
lack of conviction is not ne~essarily lack of confidence. It may be that we have
not adequately explained our intentions, which are consistently prompted by a
high regard for the noble purposes and principles of the Charter. In any event,
our actions should n0t be interpreted as moves designed to score points against
this or that party. Basically, the weaknesses andshort-conings of the Charter
are due not to its Articles and its provisions, but to the non-implementation of
resolutions - on Namibia, apartheid, the Middle East, to name only the most
important - and to abuse of the right of veto, which will certainly have to be
regulated one day.

-6-
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ARGENTINA

{Original: Spanish/

At this preliminary stage, I wish to reiterate our interest in the subject
and merely submit a few comments of a general nature regarding the position of my
country and the substance of the matter:

i
"

I
I
I
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In the matter of peace-keeping operations, there are also many precedents to
consider, as in the case of economic ~uestions - a field in which the General
Assembly has recently developed various new ideas.

There are two aspects on which I would like to touch briefly at the present
juncture. The first has to do with the proposals made during the discussion. The
second has to do with the organization of our future work. With regard to the
proposals, all of them should be examined with attention and flexibility. Some,
such as those relating to the obsolete language of some Articles of the Charter,
should obviously give rise to no difficulties when it comes to the point of
deletion, in spite of the symbolic significance which may be involved. Similarly,
we feel that the restructuring of the Trusteeship Council should pose no problems,
since that body has reached the final stages of its work. ,i:':'th regard to the
machinery for the admission of new Members, we are in a position to endorse what
was said by New Zealand a few days ago. In fact, to consider that membership in
the Organization is a iidutyil for States, is not only a sound concept but is by any
reckoning consistent with the principle of universality, which my country firmly
upholds and for which the members of the Security Council recently made a verbal
declaration of support.

It is by showing a spirit of understanding that we shall make it possible
for all the members of the Committee to participate in the common task and thus
embark upon the study of the concrete proposals that have been made and their
harmonization within the Charter.

This position led my delegation to lend its full support, at the last session
of the General Assembly, to the establishment of this Committee, while at the
same time attaching due weight to the comments made by an important group uf
countries which on that occasion clearly expressed their opposition to this
endeavour. The discussion held in the Sixth Committee, both with regard to
procedural alternatives and to the substantive issl1e, was, moreover, enlightening
and an analysis of that discussion suggests that it would be advisable for the
time being to maintain a cautious and considered approach to t~e substance of the
problem.

My delegation was one of those which, from the beginning, supported the
initiatives with regard to studying the possibility of amending the Charter of the
United Nations. This attitude was basically motivated by two circumstances, which
have already been mentioned here: the first circumstance is the length of time
which has elapsed since the adoption of the instrument now in force and the
second is the large number of important countries which have jointed the
Organization in the recent years and whose impact is responsible for the new
keynote in international relations. We felt then and we think now that there is a
general need to give an opportunity to all Members of the Organization to express
their views in the light of the experience gained and practice evolved over the
years.

•
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Hith regard to the Security Council, the experience acquired over the years

would appear to indicate that it would be advisable to contemplate some changes.

A significant number of views was expressed to the effect that changes might be

made in its composition. It must be stressed that any step in that direction 

which we do not rule out - mu . be preceded by the most careful study, so as not

inadvertently to interfere witL u~e Council's freedom of action and upset the

balance'which has been kept from the time of San Francisco up to the present day.

This is one of the most delicate and controversial fields into which the

Committee has ventured. It must be bluntly asked whether the suggestions made can

help to improve the activities of that organ or whether, on the contrary, they will

make it even weaker. In any case, we think that this particular question could be

taken up when a greater degree of consensus has been achieved on matters less

likely to occasion SUbstantive differences of opinion at this initial stage of our

work.

With regard to the organization of work, it would seem s~nsible to

endeavour to identify points where changes might be made, assign them a priority

and then consider them individually at all the various levels. The working paper

submitted by the Mexican delegation contains interesting organizational suggestions

on which we could base our future work.

BRAZIL

/Original: English!

Thirty years ago, in the aftermath of a global and bloody conflagration, this

Organiza.tion was created with justified hopes "to save succeeding generations from

the scourge of war;'. Brazil, a founding Hember, imparted its immediate support to

the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.

Even at the drafting of the document in San Francisco, my Government put

forward a proposal, which, if approved, would have inserted in the Charter a

process for its automatic and periodic revision. Current Article 109 reflected in

some way the idea I just referred to.

Lengthy discussion, which started at the tenth session of the General

Assembly, culminated last year with the adoption of resolution 3349 (XXIX),

whose paragraph 1 establishes this Committee, entrusted with the mandate of

reviewing our constituent instrument.

Admittedly, the topic before us is not a new one. We have already had the

opportunity of hearing the views of quite a few Governments. For some, our

exercise is a dangerous one, as we are dealing with something which represents

the expression of an agreed but at the same time fragile international equilibrium,

and for this reason should not be touched. Fl1rthermore, voices warn us that a

review might put in jeopardy the fundamental bases of our concert, namely the

purposes and principles upon which this Organization was erected and today rests.

I think we are all fully aware of how important, delicate and difficult is our

subject-matter and it is in token of this very fact that I also believe that we

will all proceed with caution and resolve in our business.

-8-
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On the other hand, many Members have expressed their approval of the exercise,
with a genuine preoccupation for the amelioration of our Organization, for its
ability to live up to the expectations the international community has placed on
its work and accomplishments. Going through the observations received from
Governments and reproduced by the Sec?etary-General in documents A/AC.175/L.2
(Parts I and 11) and A/IOl13, Add.1-3, one can detect a range of ideas,
suggestions and proposals directed at reshaping the United NatioLs. Among these,
I could mention the striking of a better balance between the Security Council and
the General Assembly, the problem of the enforcement of resolutions of the ma.in
organs, the composition and functioning, including an overhaul of the unanimity
principle, of the Security Council, the evolving of new approaches to human
rights questions, the streamlining of the means for peaceful settlement of
disputes, the new rights and obligations in the economic field, together with the
concept of economic collective security, the dwindling role of the Trusteeship
Council, the creation of a Council for Science and Technology and the persistence
of obsolete provisions.

My quotation does not exhaust the field and does not necessarily indicate my
Government's preferen,:::e for one or another alternative. It is only natural that
they should be the subject of a careful and open-minded scrutiny in the future
labours of this Committee. This is, I SUbmit, the best way to ascertain their
possibilities of mustering widespread support, which is the undeniable
prerequisite for triggering any process aimed at concrete modification.

Before concluding, let me add some words on the work of this Committee. It
1S my firm belief that our proceedings should be impressed with a measure of
realism and confidence. No purpose would be served were attempts made to change
the Charter by means of impositions or against the will of a significant minority
of Members. On the other hand, inasmuch as this body has been established with
the affirmative vote of two thirds of the membership, the opinions of such a.
majority should be duly respected in our deliberations.

A balance of the above considerations, as well as a mutual understanding
among all parties, founded on the conviction of the permament value of the
purposes and principles of the United Nations, will be most necessary as we
progress in the delineation of our task.

-9-
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CHINA

/Original: English/Chinese/

The review of the United Nations Charter is one of the major issues now facing

the United Nations. During the last session, the United Nations General Assembly.,
adopted a resolution by overwhelming majority to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on

the Charter of the United Nations. Now the Committee is finally being convened on

schedule. This is a result of the victorious united struggle waged by the numerous

small and medium countries, first and foremost the third world countries. We wish

the current session of tne Committee positive progress.

In recent years, more and more countries in the world have attached importance

to the question of the review of the Charter. Many Governments have expressed their

principled stand on the question of the review of the Charter, some in the form of

written notes, some in the statements made by their delegations at the meetings of

the General Assembly. Judging from the countries that have a]ready expressed their

views, those which stand for or support the review and revision of the Charter

evidently constitute the great majority. The representatives of many countries have

pointed out that since the Charter was formUlated 30 years ago, tremendous changes

have taken place in the world and that as the Charter can no longer reflect these

changes in a number of respects, it is only natural that necessary revision should

be made in the Charter on the basis of ailllerence to the purposes and principles of

the Charter. In our related statement at the last session of the General Assembly,

the Chinese delegation clearly pointed out that since the formulation of the United

Nations Charter, tremendous changes have taken place both in the world situation

and in the United Nations itself and that, in partiCUlar, with its emergence and

growing strength the third world is playing an ever more important role in

international affairs. However, owing to super-Power control and Obstruction, the

United Nations has failed to reflect fully the just demand ana. views of the mIDlerous

third world countries. The Chinese Government firmly supports the reasonable stand

and legitimate desire of the numerous third world countries and other small and

medium countries for a change in the status guo of the United Nations and the

necessary revision to its Charter, and we are ready to join other countries in a

serious discussion of the question of the review and revision of the Charter. With

the development of history, necessary revision must be made in the United Nations

Charter. Only thus can it meet the needs of our time and reflect the changed

world state of affairs.

tlOi-TeVer, there is a super-Power which, while stUbbornly opposing the review

and revision of the Charter, has gone so far as to slander those in favour of the

review of the Charter as iireactionary forces IY, vilify the views favouring the

revision of the Charter as designed lIto undermine the United Nations from within ll

and even liable lito lead to a nuclear world war ll
• The resort to such open bluff,

intimidation and abuse not only shows up this super Power as being devoid of all

arguments but reveals all the more clearly its vicious intent to continue

practising power politics in the United Nations. It must be pointed out that

today, when the third world is emerging with increasing strength and engaged in

united struggle, it is impermissible for anyone to wield a stick, clamp down on

democracy and act against the principle of equality among all countries, big or

small. In our opinion, on the question of the review and revision of the United

Rations Charter, the only correct approach is to engage in discussions by

presenting the facts and reasoning things out.

-10-
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The Chinese delegation has always held that the review and revision of the
Charter is a very serious question of great importance that concerns the vital
interests of the great number of States Members as well as the future of the United
Nations. At present, <.J.uite a number of countries have already put forward ideas
and proposals in principle in connexion with the review and revision of the Charter,
and more proposals are bound to come up. It can be expected that the Ad Hoc
Committee will have a lot of things to do in studying and discussing the proposals
of various countries. The Chinese delegation hopes that this year the Ad Hoc
Committee will start its work in this field fuld reflect the discussions and
proposals in its report· to the thirtieth session of the United Nations General
Assembly, so that the General Assembly can further discuss the questions related
to the review and revision of the Charter. The Chinese delegation is ready to work
for positive results in the Ad Hoc Committee •

COLOMBIA

/Original: SpanisEU

I shall postpone WJ discussion of Colombia's position, which was first stated
in 1972, until later on in the debate when I shall explain it and supplement it with
some further contributions, since we need to stress other aspects of the problem
and draw attention to new r.onceptual gaps in the Charter.

Today' I should like to refer in a general way to the task we have before us and
place the various positions of the countries which have sent in their comments on
the Charter in accordance with the resolutions adopted at the twenty-fifth, twenty
seventh and twenty-ninth sessions of the General Assembly.

First of all, it should be noted that the silence of many countries cannot be
attributed to indifference or to a neutral attitude to the problem. Last year~

we saw how expeditiously the draft r~solution Which became General Assembly
resolution 3349 (XXIX), establishing this Committee and assigning it its tasks,
was dealt with in the Sixth Committee, and transmitted to the plenary Assembly.
Few discussions have been more active or given rise to so many expectations.
Eighty-six countries voted in favour, precisely because they were convinced of the
need to reform the Charter. Fifteen voted against, for various reasons, and
36 countries abstained because they had no definite opinion. It should therefore
be borne in mind that this Committee is the outcome of a positive will to review
the Charter and that we are not h~re to spend time on abstract considerations
regarding the advantages or disadvantages of doing so.

We nevertheless need to dispel some unwarranted misgivings which are
incompatible with conceptual clarity. These are evident when we read the almost
identical comments of certain countries which base their arguments on the following
reasoning: the Charter is the result of a broad political agreement reached at the
end of the last World War and therefore reflects an interlying reality which
transcends its legal significance. All its Articles are interrelated, and to
change anyone of them might mean undermining the corner-stone of the entire
structure 5 that is, the principle of unanimity of the permanent members of the
Security Council.

This kind of reasoning is by no means illogical. The San Francisco Charter
not only marked the close of the war era and the opening of the era of peace, but

-11-
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represented an attempt to create an active and developins instrument which would

adapt to world circumstmlces. Therefore even at San Francisco voices were raised

in favour of the periodic review of the Charter and accordingly Articles 108 and

109 were drafted and, in themselves, suffice to show that the Charter must not be

considered taboo or an end in itself and that it is not by nature untouchable, but,

on the contrary, is a legal instrument for the attainment of certain goals of

paramotmt collective interest. This Committee must therefore dispel the fear of

confronting a concrete reality such as the Charter and of comparing it with the

only thing it can be compared with, namely, the general desire of all peoples to

have an adequate instrument for the achievement of their political, social and

economic aspirations in a settinr, of peace, security and equity. In order to

reassure the small number of countries which fear that our labours might end in

demolition, .ye must remind them that each and everyone of the States Members of

the United Nations is keenl~' interested in providing the Organization with ample

means of achieving its goals. Moreover, fidelity to the spirit of San Francisco

can be demonstrated not by disregarding today's realities but by revitalizing and

modernizing yesterday's ideals. As Edmund Burke, the leading conservative

philosopher said, whenever something is reformed, something is preserved. And

that is precisely the task we have before us.

A reading of the official views shows that some countries are adopting a

cautious attitude which can be summed up as follows: despite all its short

comings, the Charter has, in nearly 30 years of existence, proved to be

extraordinarily flexible and has made it possible to arrive at global declarations

of the utmost importance and to achieve the universality of the institution. This

suggests that it is advisable to undertake a very careful review of specific points,

only where the necessity is clear, in which case these countries state that they

are prepared to take part in the business of reform. It should be noted that this

attitude is one-sided because it considers only what the Charter has made it

possible to do and pays no attention to the many things that might have been

acco~plishedwith a broader and more effective revised instrument. The argument

is thus self-defeating and one might say, how vigorous the spirit of the world

community must be when, despite paralysis, successive obstacles and limitations

to the Charter of the United Nations, these problems have been overcome and we are

now witnessing a phenomenon similar to that occurring in the judicial system of

various countries which, with old and obsolete codes, manage to produce verdicts,

decisions and case-law far broader than the texts on which they are based.

Moreover, to say that the Charter should be reformed only with extreme caution is

cCErrcnplace, like asking hospital patients to undergo blood pressure tests, tests

for clotting-time and tolerance to various anaesthetics, before performing surgery.

A cursory glance at the Charter will show, for example, that Chapter IX, on

international economic and social co-operation, does not reflect the new awareness

of global interdependence and cannot be an adequate means of dealing with ecological

deterioration, energy crises or protection of the prices of raw materials and

manufactured goods. In that Chapter, international co-operation is defined vaguely

as a charitable and minor activity.

Experience has also sho~m that Chapter X, on the Economic and Social Council,

must be reviewed so that it can become a far more effective instrument of action.

Chapters XI and XII of the Charter are falling into disuse as a result of the

general phenomenon of decolonization and the emergence of new nations, although

there are Articles, such as Article 73, which are continually flouted by the racist
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mentality of apartheid. It is, however, obvious that the Trusteeship Council is a
moribund organ which could be changed into a different forum and cover activities
which are now beyond the capacity of the Economic and Social Council.

Chapter XIV leads many countries to consider that it would be possible and
advisable for the International Court of Justice to play a much more active role
and have greater enforcement powers in the settlement of disputes.

Chapter XV, relating to the Secretariat, suggests that if this body is to have
a more direct impact on the co-ordination and execution of economic and social
programmes of international assistance and co-operation, as advised by the Group of
Experts which recently studied a new structure for the United Nations, such a change
would have to be incorporated in the Charter itself, and co-ordinated with the
changes recommended for other organs of the Organization.

This is a good time to point out that document A/AC.175/L.3, which was received
yesterday and is entitled "Views of the Secretary-General on the experience
acquired in the application of the provisions of the Charter with regard to the
Secretariat", prepared in accordance with paragraph 3 of resolution 3349 (XXIX),
establishing this Committee, is more of an inventory of work carried out than an
official view of the Secretariat on the way in which its structures operate in
serving the community of Member countries and achieving the lafty aims of the
Charter. It is therefore an inadequate and neutral document which neither reaffirms
or suggests the best means of achieving the best results.

These considerations are intended to stimulate this discussion and to break the
ice which seems to have formed in the Committee. It is true that we have not been
very fortunate because the views of Governments were transmitted to us without any
indexing as we all ~!ow, and this makes it very difficult to handle the material
before us. Moreover, the lack of records means that impromrtu statements will be
confined to procedural matters. Nevertheless, I am optimistic because this is to be
the first stage, devoted to the study of general trends which have emerged in our
Committee, and to the selection of areas of work, will have to be completed later.
Our most important task is to convey to the next General Assembly the undeniable
fact that there is a great deal of work to be done and that this work cannot be
quantified in terms of the volume of documentation we submit, but must be quantified
in terms of the ideas we bring to the attention of that supreme body.

The debates in this Ad Hoc Committee have been characterized by the search for
an approach to a task too broad in scope and requiring different but parallel
procedures in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX). There may
be a false impression that we have been trying to avoid dealing with the substance
of the problem. Earlier on, I made some comments of a general nature. Now, on
the express instructions of my Government, I must reiterate Colombia's traditional
position on specific matters. But I shall also make some new suggestions fer the
revision of the Charter.

Colombia whole-heartedly supports the principle of universality. The United
Nations is by nature universal. My country has therefore suggested amending
Article 4 by deleting the words "peace-Ioving ii

, since it is assumed that all States
which seek membership in the legal community of the United Nations ipso facto
express their acceptance of the goals of the Organization and the principles-on
which it is based. And it is obvious that the most important of all these is the
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maintenance of peace. The Charter itself, in Article 2, requires IIgood faith" in
the fulfilment of the oblir,ations accepted by the Members of the Organization.
'rhis and the sanctions of sU:Jpension and expulsion provided for in Articles 5 and 6
are adequate to safeguard the principles and rules against violations of the
Churter or disruptive influences '''hich mip;ht endanger the Organization.

Logically, it 'vould be necessary to eliminate the requirement referred to in
Article 18, namely, that of a two-thirds majority vote in the General Assembly and
unanimity among the permanent members of the Security Council for the admission of
a new State, since membership is neither a gift nor a favour, but a full right of
a country which becomes a State, joins the Organization and accepts its principles
and rules.

-14-

In this ccnnexion, Colombia also proposes that, if doubts arise in the Security
COtUlcil or the General Assembly about the statehood of a cou'ltry wishing to become
a l\lember of the United Nations, the matter should be decided by the International
Court of Justice. Accordingly, the General Assembly should define the general
conditions for statehood. \~lere these conditions are met, it will be possible to
determine that ,,,e are dealing with a sovereign legal entity which is capable of
<ioining and fulfilling the obligations of the United Nations.

At SWl Francisco, Colombia very reluctantly approved the veto system whereby
unanimity of the five permanent members of the Security Council is required in votes
on substantive matters, but it finally accepted it in a spirit of political realism
as a reflection of the post-w8r situation. Thirty years later, it seems that the
time has not yet come to abolish this undemocratic device which establishes an
aristocracy of nations, conflicting with the principle of sovereign equelity in so
far a.s an attempt is made to interpret the established fact that there are
differences in responsibilities. Colombia nevertheless urges that unanimity of the
five members of the Council, that is, the veto, should not be required for
a~pointments to fact-finding missions or commissions of inquiry or arrangements for
humanitarian purposes. The Security Council would thus be stronger, and more
flexible and effective, and l.;ould consequently gain in prestige.

Cnapter VII of the Charter deals with the various steps and measures to be
taken by the Security Council in the event of threats to the peace, breaches of the
peace and acts of aggression. But practice shows that these provisions have been
inadequate and that, contrary to the spirit of its founders, the United Nations has
not been equal to one of its main obligations. ~tr Government therefore proposes the
establisb.!:int of a llpermanent peace-keeping force". This will necessitate the
drafting of an additional st.atute to form part of the United Nations Charter. It
is oc~~ous that the permanent members of the Security Council. and the most powerful
anc. ·,;ealthy countries will have to contribute on a priority basis to this task of

This question leads to the so-called problem of mini-States. If the principle
of universality is to be applied, none of these States can be rejected. Recognizing
t.he enor':llOUS variety of possibilities, however, Colombia proposes instituting the
status of lIassociatedH State for States which have a minimal or reduced capacity as
a result of such factors as population, territory or wealth, The status of
lIassociatedll State 'vould involve the same duties as those of Member States, but
,dthout financial obligations and Ivith the same rights, except for the right to
elect and be elected.
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international pacification of conflicts. Fortunately, we already have a definition
of aggression, which should be included in the Charter either verbatim or in
summary form.

As a result of loss of applicability and rapid historical developments,
Chapters XI, XII and XIII of the Charter have become irreparably anachronistic.
The Trusteeship Council should be converted into a new body to be called the Human
Rights and Trusteeship Council. Many questions of a social and humanitarian nature
assigned to the Economic and Social Council could come within the pUTview of this
body, whose size would obviously have to correspond to its most important new
functions and to the rate of universalization.

We are witnessing the phenomenon of an·Economic and Social Council ,.,hich is
functioning inefficiently because of the weight of its burden and the proliferation
of satellite bodies, including world conferences originatjng from General Assembly
resolutions. ~his overgrowth and proliferation has been parallelled by the decline
and impoverishment of the Trusteeship Council. It is hardly ratioIie~ to consider
reforming these two bodies or redistributing and replanning their !lrnctions.

There have been radical changes in recent years. At the same time, the
Organization has expanded with the CUlmination of the process of decolonizatiJn.
And accelerated technological and scientific progress has created new goals and new
challenges. As awareness has grown of the sovereign equality ef States and of man's
importance at the head of the scale of values and as the instrument of national and
international action~ the gap has widened between the developed nations and the
nations at various stages of development. The rich industrialized countrits have
become more and more powerful and the poor countries have become poorer by
comparison. This means that the goals of social well-being, dignity and security
for the majority of nations are now virtually out of reach. This situation of
progressive disadvantage and the race to catch up with a moving and unattainable
target led to an instinctive regrouping of the weaker countries. Despite political
divisions, there was a desire to bring about Immediate improvements in living
conditions and more equitable trade relations in order to realize the real value of
goods and services. Circumstances such as the energy crisis helped to crystallize
this diffuse state of awareness into specific proposals. This explains the
DeClaration and Programme of Action adopted at the sixth special session. That was
a supreme moment in the life of the United Nations, and the future of the
Organization and its success depends mainly on how it manages to 12concile the
aspiration of' the overwhelming majority of nations, expressed at that time, with
necessary changes in attitude and approach by the countries which have been
accumUlating trade, technological and monetary privileges or which have immense
natural wealth.

In the light of these facts, the list of the purposes of the Dnited Nations
contained in Article I of the Charter seems inadequate. Today it is not enough to
maintain international peace and security or to promote a friendship amOl.g nations
which is at odds with the diversity of social conditions among peoples.
International co-operation viewed as lateral, rather than central, assistance is
also inadequate. Today we must recognize what the world is seeking at heart. We
must accept global interdependence as a new and radical development in a world
Which has grown denser and smaller as a result of the efforts of science and
technology on the one hand, and population grovrth on the othb hand. We must also
introduce the concept of economic equity and to take account of the aspirations
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manifested at the sixth special session of the General Assembly. In this connexion,
Colombia advocates the broadening and revitalizin8 of Article 1 of the Charter.

We propose that Article 99 should be reformed so that the Secretary-General
may not only bring matters to the attention of the Security Council, but also
request the convening of that body if he considers it necessary, in order to study
problems w"hich, in his opinion, may pose a threat to international peace and
security.

Havin~ examined the contents of the Charter, Colombia is of the opinion that
it is necessary to delete Article 53. '-'hich refers to "enemy States ri, because the
term no longer has any real justification. It is also necessary to eliminate
Article 106, which refers to a transitional situation and establishes machinery
for consultations which has become obsolete as a result of developments and the
amendments ,~1ich are being proposed. Article 107 should also be deleted for
similar reasons and because it constitutes an undesirable link with the
circumstances prevailing in 1945. Paragraph 3 of Article 109 should also be
deleted because it refers to an event which ,vas due to occur 17 years ago. and
i-cs only useful purpose is to demonstrate that, at San Francisco, the founders
considered the periodic and systematic review of the Charter to be essential.

The Statute of the International Court of Justice forms an integral part of
the Charter. Ivly country attaches the greatest importance to the activities of the
Court, which is the supreme legal organ of the United Nations, but recognizes that
there is no general feeling in favour either of the Court or its work. This
creates an action vacuum which can be filled. In a desire to make this organ more
effective, we suggest that the chambers which the Court may form in accordance with
Articles 26 to 29 of the Statute should be made permanent bodies under the Statute,
since it would be desirable to have permanent chambers for sea, air and financial
law. ~W Government considers that, in addition to the summary procedure provided
for in Article 29. time-limits should be established for the consideration
of cases and a decision regarding them. Similarly, my Government is in favour
of the possibility of forming regional chambers or courts as legal forums to
reflect the law and traditional usage of the geographical and cultural areas of the
vrorld, ,{hich should be provided for in the Statute of the Court.

i~ith regard to Chapter IV on advisory opinions (Articles 65 to 68). we feel
that there should al¥ays be assessors, and that we need not necessarily follow the
analogy of contentious jurisdiction on this point. We also consider that the
Statute should provide for the establishment of time-limits for-summary procedures
in the case of advisory opinions on urgent matters. at the discretion of the
parties requesting an opinion. Colombia fully supports the proposal to create a
propitious climate for the inclusion in international treaties of the clause giving
the Court jurisdiction in the settlement of any disputes which ~ay arise in
connexion with their application and interpretation.

I should like this statement which I have just made to be included by the
Rapporteur in the report of the Committee to the next General Assembly. not only
for the purpose of making my country's position clear, but also for the purpose of
~aking a contribution to our collective effort and to the set of proposals being
put forward here on the subject of the review of the Charter.

Our Committee has a very broad mandate. It is obvious that ~ at this stage,
we are holding a general exchange of views and trying to identify problem areas in
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accordance with the 0plnlons expressed by Governments and voiced in this Committee.
The delegations of Japan and Indonesia have provided a very clear analysis of the
problem before us and of the methods of work we can use to solva it. It is,
however, obvious that the Committee has been given only four weeks, in which it will
be impossible to accomplish the tasks assigned to it in paragraph 1 of General
Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX). The Committee has therefore not been able to
consider in detail the comments by Governments nor has it been able to deal with
additional concrete proposals. Nor has it had an opportunity to consider other
suggestions for the more effective functioning of the United Nations which might
be followed without reforming the Charter. And, lastly, it will not be able to
deal with proposals which have aroused particular interest here. All these points
logically call for a further stage in our proceedings. Consequently, it is
extremely important that the Committee's report to the General Assembly should be as
detailed as it is analytical.

The delegation of Mexico has submitted a valuable document which calls for the
establishment of two working groups, one to consider increasing the effectiveness
of the United Nations system by means which do not require a review of the Charter,
and one to deal with matters which require a review of the Charter. In the time at
our disposal, it will be difficult to act on this initiative and deal at the same
time with the preparation and consideration of the report, but the Mexican proposal
remains an avenue that must be explored. Only at the end of this session will we
have an approxim~te idea of the broad and difficult, but stimulating and essential,
task of reviewing the Charter.

, ,
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CONGO

/Original: French!

My Country's position on the question with which we are currently concerned is

widely known. We expressed our views clearly in the Sixth Committee at the

twnety-ninth session of the General Assembly and therefore I may be brief.

Thirty years have now elapsed since the United Nations was established, and

during those 30 years the world has undergone far-reaching changes. The Congo,

which fully subscribes to the aims and objectives set forth in the Charter, has

always been in favour of adapting the Charter to the realities of a constantly

changing world. That is why it co-sponsored General Assembly resolution

3349 (XXIX).

Being anxious to contribute to any effort aimed at strengthening the role,

authority and effectiveness of the Organization, my Government considers that the

Charter ought to be revised. It is not a perfect document, nor is it as immutable

as some States, for their own reasons. w~uld like it to be. A means must be found

of preventing repeated violntions of the Charter, because we have noted with regret

on many occasions that a number of decisions taken by the Security Council have not

been implemented. We must therefore reflect on the composition of the Security

Council. We also advocate the outright abolition of the right of veto and propose

that all decisions should be adopted by a two-thirds majority.

We would also like to do away with everything that has uecome anachronistic

and useless, such as the term "enemy State" and the provisions relating to the

international' trksteeship system. On the other hand, we propose that provisions

relating to concepts such as the new international economic order should be

included in the Charter.

In conclusion. the States which met at San Francisco in 1945 were aware of the

imminent necessity of reviewing the Charter in the light of the constant upheavals

which the world would undergo.

Articles 108 and 109 were no doubt included with that end in view. The

Congolese Government, which unhesitatingly accepts all that is durable and valuable

in the Charter, does not intend to propose any unnecessary repetitions in it; but

what we must do is make our constitutional document correspond to present-day

realities by correcting its imperfections; in short, we must bring it up to date so

as to rid it of its conservative and unstable features •

CYPRUS

/Original: English/

Cyprus is a small, non-aligned, developing country which, ever since it joined

the United Nations upon its emergence from colonial status in 1960, has - like so

many other countries in a similar position - attached cardinal importance to its

membership in the Organization and has tried, with its very modest means, to do its

utmost in support of the Charter and the application of its principles in all

cases. It so happened that since the end of 1963 and, much more gravely, since the
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events of last summer, the United Nations has been very muc~ involved with thesituation in and around C~l)TUS~ and the Charter principles have been put to the testin a variety of ways in this respect. While I am fully cognizant of the fact thatthis is not the proper forum to discuss these problems and, consequently, shallcarefully refrain from giving rise to any unnee·.'Ssary controversy here, I am certainyou will understand and find it in order and perhaps even useful if, in stating mydelegation's position on the sUbject-matter before the Committee, I keep in mindsome of the lessons learned from this experience.

Under its parent resolution 3349 (XXIX), the mandate of our Committee is todiscuss in detail the observations received from Governments, to consider anyadditional specific proposals as well as suggestions for the more effectivefunctioning of the United Nations that may not require amendments to the Cbarter andto enumerate the proposals which have aroused particular interest for theconsideration of the General Assembly.

It is undeniable that considerable developments have occurred in the worldsince 1945 when the Charter was signed and these have very considerably transformedthe international community, both in its composition and in its thinking. While theCharter was negotiated as a multilateral treaty and was agreed upon by only some50 States, the United Nations mmmbership today is nearly three times as many andstill growing to achieve universality. The tremendous technological developments Iof the past 30 years have naturally affected the then existing outlook in severalfields and established new priorities for the United Nations (nuclearnon-proliferation, law of the sea, outer space and environment - to mention just afew), while the increased recognition and the changes which have occurred to thepolitico-economic structure in the world have resulted in a new awareness of theimportance of social and economic questions and the roles which different groups ofStates plaY.,have been accordingly affected. Political transformations and shiftsin power relationship have also had their effect and the overlapping concepts ofpolitical non-alignment and the striving for economic development, whichcharacterize the attitude of the~third world, have gained increasing recognition.

Yet, despite all of these changes, when we look at the Charter today, we findthat it haS proven to be a remarkably flexible document capable of growth andadaptation in response to changing conditions and the energing needs of theinternational community. The basic purposes and principles are as valid today asthey were 30 years ago. At the same time, changes with regard to particularaspects have in fact occurred through a process of dynamic interpretation and
p~agmat~c evolution.

To -give just two examples, the sweeping exemption of matters "essentiallywithin the domestic jurisdiction of any State" (Article 2, para. 7) was dilu.ted tovirtual ~on-existence in matters of apartheid and the protection of human rightsand the requirement of the "concurring votes!! of the permanent members of theSecurity Council, required under Article 27, paragraph 3, has come to beinterpreted to mean absence of a negative vote.

Likewise, points of uncertainty and dispute regarding the exact juridicalcontent of particular provisions and principles, notably the prohibition of the useof force in Article 2, paragraph 4, the principles of non-intervention,self-determination, peaceful settlement of disputes - to mention only a few - havebeen elaborated upon and clarified through the adoption by the General Assembly by
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unanimous or near-unanimous votes of such landmark resolutions and declarations as
those on decolonization (1514 (XV», frie~dly relations (2625 (XXV), strengthening
of international security (2734 (XXV» and, more recently, the definition of
aggression (3314 (XXIV» and the strengthening of the role of the United Nations
(3282 (XXIX».

Furthermore, in order to meet specific needs in particular cases, ways have
been found to avoid doctrinaire positions and to approach the issues
pragmatically by applying a careful process of trial and error and of what is
politically feasible in particular situations. Ad hoc peace-keeping operations, of
which we have had firsthand experience in Cyprus, have proven - in view of the,
until now at any rate, political impossibility of applying the collective security
scheme of Chapter VII and in the absence of a permanent United Nations force - a
realistic answer to emergent needs and have developed a substantial body of practice
and experience which can be relied upon for the future if the political and other
circumstances permit it.

These are all examples of how improvement can be and has been achieved within
the present framework of the Charter without any formal revision of it.

In the course of the debate here, as well as in the Sixth Committee and in the
written observations of Governments, particular points have been raised where the
formal process of revision - which, until now has been strictly limited to
increasing the membership of the Security Council and of the Economic and Social
Council - might be applied, with a view to updating the Charter and makinp: the
Organization more effective.

It is evident that the reference in Articles 53 and 107 to "enemy Stat-es" is
anachronistic, although oue might wonder whether bilateral diplomacy would not be
the most appropriate way for preparing the ground of any formal change in this
regard. There can also be little doubt that the Trusteeship Council has become of
considerably diminished relevance in view of the radical changes that have occurred
in the past 30 years to the Trusteeship system. It is equally true that, on the
economic and social side, "some restructuring ef the system" - as the Secretary
General remarked in his current Introduction to the Annual Report (A/IOOOI/Add.l) 
His essential if we are to meet successfully the great new challenges which
interdependence poses to the international communityli and we l.ok forward to the
consideration of the report of the Group of Experts on the Structure of the United
Nations system by the forthcoming seventh special session. A great deal has been
said about the veto power in the Security Council. While it is a fact that the
veto provision is a derogation from sovereign equality in its full sense, it is
nevertheless a realistic price Which had to be paid by the rank and file of the
Organization in the process of the transition from the League of Nations to the
United Nations system. Politics is the art of the possible and no one can
realistically expect to do away with it under present or in the foreseeable
circumstances. While there might be validity to the argument for redistributing
the veto power to reflect changes in the world power structure, any move for its
proliferation might well open a Pandora's box and lead to complete paralysis. At
the same time, we have heard with interest the suggestion made regarding ways of
voluntary self-imposed restrictions upon the exercise of the veto, through
gentlemen's agreements, in particular categories of cases such as the question of
admission of new members.
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While the above and other suggestions merit consideration and careful
examination, the basic problem continues to be - as aptly observed by the
representative of Mexico - one of 'bridging the gap between the principles enshrined
in the Charter and the political will of the Member States to apply in practice
these principles. For example, the provisions of the Charter on sovereip;n equality,
on non-upe of force in international relations, on non-intervention, on the peaceful
settlement of international disputes are as valid today as they were 30 years ago
and, to the extent that any room for misinterpretation existed, the Declarations
and other unanimously adopted resolutions to which I referred earlier, have
clarified them further and closed any loopholes, taking into accoup-t the intervening
experiences. And yet, we see that time and again - and the situation with which my
country is presently confronted is a glaring example - there is in fact a striking
inconsistency between what Member States profess in theory and what they do in
practice. Of course, to state the problem is not to solve it. ,But recognizing it
for what it is can be a positive step in the right direction. When a transgression
occurs by one or more Member States against another, it is the obligation of all the
others, under the Charter, to take a position on the merits of the case. In matters
involving international peace and security, Article 24 makes it clear that HIn order
to ensure prompt and effective action by the United Nations, its Members confer on
the Security Council primary responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security, and agree that in carrying out its duties under this
responsibility, the Security Council acts on their behalf". Moreover, under
Article 25, "The Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the
decisions of the Security Council in accordance with the present Charter". And
yet, time and again this solemn obligation has not been fulfilled and no appropriate
action is taken to enforce it. The problem of the Middle East and that of South
Africa are typical examples of General Assembly and Security Council resolutions
remaining unimplemented through this lack of political will on the part of a small
minority of States. The case of Cyprus is an even clearer example. Unlike the
Middle East situation, the relevant resolution 3212 (XXIX) was adopted not by
majority but by unanimity. And, unlike the South Africa situation, there was .no
veto in endorsing that resolution by the Security Council which asked, in its .
resolutions 365 (1974) and 367 (1975), unanimously for the urgent and effective I

implementation of the provisions of the aforementioned General Assembly resolution.
Yet this has not been done and no "prompt and effective action" - to quote again
the language of Article 24 - has been taken to enforce this decision which all
Members of the United Nations undertook to carry out, ~~der Article 25.

As I indicated earlier, I will refrain in this forum from going into the
substance of any particular situation the examination of which properly belongs
elsewhere. But my delegation strongly believes that the question of the
implementation of General Assembly and Security Council resolutions, and especially
those which were adopted by unanimity, is an important question for the
consideration of this Committee, and I was very interested to hear in this respect
the similar views of the distinguished representative of Algeria. Ways and means
will have to be considered as to how to bridge the gap between theory and prectice
in this respect if we expect the deliberations of this Committee to be meaningful
and to be related to reality. Because otherwise our discussions here, however
well-meaning and serious they may be may bring to the mind of those outside the
Committee the uld story of when the barbarians broke into the walls and occupied
the city while those defending it were preoccupied with discussing how many angels
could stand on the point of a needle. I am confident, however, that this will not
be the case here and that the proper results will be reached.
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To recapitulate, my delegation's position on the question before us is as

follows: the answer is not easy and many valid ideas and arguments have been put

forward which deserve serious consideration. While the Charter is not in all

respects perfect and, in some limited respects, particular provisions may be

considered outdated, any wholesale or general review involves risks (such as

confrontation and hardening of positions which might make progress through

evolution more difficult) which outweigh, under present circumstances and on

balance, the possible advantages of any such major undertaking. At the same time,

we have an open mind and would consider on its merits every specific suggestion

for improvement in the light of the experience gained in the past 30 years and

the changes which have occurred since 1945 with the over-all aim of strengthening

the Organization and giving practical expression to these changes. More

particularly, the Committee will be performing a useful and necessary function

by reminding Member States of the obligations they already have under existing

provisions of the Charter for strictly respecting its principles in reality

as well as in theory and for doing what is necessary in order to apply promptly

and effectively the resolutions of the United Nations bodies and expecially

those adopted by unanimity. While we fully realize that, as the Secretary

General points out in his Introduction, i1in our present world there is no

rationai alternative in international relations to the princirles and procedures

of the United Nations il we, and I am sure all the small, militarily weak,

economically developing State Members, attach cardinal importance to seeing

our Organization stronger and well and willing to apply, in fact, the Charter

by which all Member States, 3mall and large, are legally bound.

I was rather surprised when the representative of Turkey, in the course of

his statement yesterday, took exception to the reference the head of my delegation

made on Monday about the situation in Cyprus, and proceeded to make specific

comments on it, especially since, in fact, the name of Turkey was never even

mentioned in the course of our statement.

I fully agree with him that, as we said on Monday, this is not the proper

forum to go into the substance of the Cyprus question and we carefully refrained

from doing so. But since we are considering the validity of the Charter

principles, and these are very much put to the test in the case of Cyprus, it

was only natural that, together with other examples given to illustrate our

points, we should have also mentioned Cyprus.

However, we heard yesterGay the representative of Turkey g~v~ng his

Government's interpretation of resolution 3212 (XXIX). It would be easy for me

to do the same and to point out to him that the resolution does provide for a time

factor in regard to its provision on the speedy withdrawal of foreign troops from

Cyprus and the urgent measures for the return of all the refugees to their homes

in safety. As regards the constitutional aspects, these are indeed the concern

of the two communities, but the resolution speaks of an agreement being reached

i1freely" and one might perhaps wonder if such negotiations can be free if

carried out under the agonizing pressure of 200,000 refugees and more than

40,000 troops of occupation. This is the correct interpretation, as also stated

and put on record in the General Assembly by the sponsors of resolution 3212 (XXIX).

Be that as it may, and to coree back to what started it all, my Government

would very much like to see the Security Council take i1prompt and effective actionil

with a view to implementing all the provisions of resolution 3212 (XXIX), and

nothing would make me happier than to hear that the Turkish Government is also
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for that. If so, I am only sorry that we do not have records in this Committee.
But if this was not so, the representative of Turkey might have been better advised
not to refer to our statement - and to his country's role in Cyprus - for people
who live in glass houses should not throw stones. d

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

[Original: French/

The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic is not an advocate of a review of the
United Nations Charter. My Government's position on this question is well kno"WD.
and remains unchanged. It is set forth in detail in the documents prepared by
the Secretariat for the deliberations of our Committee, and also in earlier
documents, including the records of recent sessions of the General Assembly.

We are firmly convinced, and the discussions held in our Committee seem to
indicate it more and more clearly, that the real ':7ay to ensure greater efficiency
in the activities of the United Nations is for all States Members to respect
and consistently apply the principles and provisions of the Charter.

The Czechoslovak Government, in common with some other Governments, is
seriously concerned about the possible danger to the Organization of embarking on
the process of reviewing the Charter and particularly the well-balanced and tried
system of safeguarding international peace and security which is based on the
Charter.

In the thirtieth year of the existence of our Organization we can certainly
objectively asseas the role which the United Nations has played in the course of
these 30 years and note with satisfaction that, as a result of the efforts made
by the Organization, we have been successful in safeguarding peace and preventing
a new world war. During this period the Organization has achieved great successes
in realizing the aims laid do"WD. in the Charter. There are few who venture to
deny the soundness and relevance of these aims now and even for the future. The
fact that new States which have freed themselves from colonialism, and which
outnumber the original membership of the Organization, are taking part in the
activities of the United Nations is one of the greatest successes achieved.
These States have successively and unreservedly accepted the Charter as an
instrument which contributed considerably to their liberation, and new States
which have recently achieved independence are prepared to subscribe to the Charter.

It is an indisputable fact that during the 30-year history of the Organization
the Charter has played a positive role and has demonstrated its vitality and its
great possibilities for the extension and intensification of co-operation between
States with different social systems. The Charter has created the conditions
for that co-operation to develop in peace and in accordance with the generally
recognized principles of international law. The Charter has become and still
remains a solid basis for the progressive development of international law. There
is a very close link between the Charter and the international instruments
elaborated on the basis of the Charter, such as the United Nations declarations
and conventions concerning the struggle against colonialism, racism and apartheid,
concerning friendly relations among peoples, and concerning the protection of
human rights, and many other legal instruments of wide scope. This all constitutes
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an inseparable whole. Any move in the direction of reviewing the Charter must
inevitably affect the whole system for the maintenance of international peace
and co-operation.

The heads of State who recently met at the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe confirmed the obligations of their States deriving from
the United Nations Charter and declared that those obligations take precedence
over the obligations deriving from other international treaties, and my delegation
considers that this is a very significant fact - also where the work of our
Committee is concerned - as is the positive evaluation of the role of the United
Nations and its Charter contained in the Introduction to the report of the
Secretary-General on the work of the Organization.

My Government is convinced that the Charter as it stands affords States
large and small considerable opportunities for expanding and intensi~ing genuine
co-operation, and that these opportunities are not always used. For example,
the realization of some of the resolutions adopted in the sphere of disarmament
could make an exceptional contribution to the solution of the difficult economic
and social problems confronting us. We consider that the attention of all States
Members of the Organization should be concentrated not on reviewing the Charter
but on solving real and pressing problems with regard to the strengthening of
international peace and security, general and complete disarmament under effective
international control, the total elimination of colonialism and racism, the creation
of an equitable international economic order and the solution of social and other
problems, in keeping with the principles and the spirit of the Charter. The
process of reviewing the Charter can only be detrimental to the !eal and justified
interests of mankind and the Organization alike. The way to strengthen
international co-operation lies in the consistent fulfilment of the obligations
deriving from the Charter by all States and the full use of the opportunities
afforded by the Charter for the achievement of its aims •
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ECUADOR

/Original: Spanish/

The debate on the review of the Charter of the Orgal l zation obviously does not
centre on the legal aspect of the question. In this respcG, the Charter itself
undeniably makes provision for the necessary procedures fo" its amendment 
procedures which, moreover, have already been applied in order to increase the
original membership of the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council.

However, it must be recognized that factors of a political nature are involved
in the consideration of this subject. Consequently, we can make little progress
unless we first establish a climate of mutual trust and dispel any misgivings which
might stand in the way of the candid and constructive dialogue which should
characterize the exercise entrusted to us by the General Assembly.

The task of Charter review should lead us not to confrontations but to
negotiation, since all the participants are concerned for the preservation of the
existence of our Organization, whose protective shelter covers all Member States
equally.

With regard to the study of the Charter two tendencies have emerged which, in
so far as they are not antagonistic, should not be irreconcilable.

Just as it cannot be denied that there are provisions of the Charter which
have stood the test of time and managed to adjust to the changing aspirations of
mankind, so there are other provisions which are obsolete, such as certain
references to 11enemy states 11 3 or others which will soon have served their purpose,
such as those relating to the Trusteeship Council, and, lastly, some which do not
properly reflect the changes which have occurred on the world scene in recent
years as a result of the inclusion in the membership of the United Nations of the
countries which have obtained their independence since 1945.

From t:1e foregoing it is clear that the Charter contains provisions of
continuing value for one reason or another, which do not need to be updated, at
least not immediately, whereas others require an essential, carefully weighed and
agreed adjustment to the realities of the present-day world; an adjustment which by
no means implies a general revision of the Charter - which no one is demanding
and which to a large extent can be· achieved by means of changes which do not
constitut8 amendments.

Perhaps the previous statement should be viewed in the light of the contents
of the Charter itself, in an attempt to discover why in some cases the latter has
lent itself to rapid and dynamic adaptation to events in the outside world, and
why in other cases the process has been painfully slow.

According to an eminent Latin American authority and member of the
International Court of Justice, Professor Jimenez de Arechaga, the United Nations
Charter, unlike other international instruments, is in the nature of a
constitutional blue-print for the world community, since, like State constitutions,
it includes a doctrinal and an organic part.
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The first part establishes the fundamental principles and purposes to govern

action, and the second establishes the bodies or the institutional structure to

give effect to such action.

The purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter correspond to the

doctrinal part of constitutions, since they embody the basic rights underlying the

organization of the international community.

It is the doctrinal part which has not only given the Charter great dynamism,

but has enabled it to be a flexible instrument of change and progressive development

of international law. This is what has made possible the adoption of various solemn

United Nations declarations such as the Declaration on the Granting of Independence

to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Declaration on Principles of International

Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with

the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on the Strengthening of

International Security, among others.

There is therefore no doubt that from the foundation of the United Nations up

to the present time and in the foreseeable future the present purposes and

principles of the Charter have maintained~ still maintain and will continue to

maintain their full validity. It is also true that, for the same reason~ all States

belonging to our Organization have without exception reaffirmed their faith in and

continuing support for the proposals and principles which guide its activities. It

also follows, as a result of this general attitude, that the relevant adjustments

in the Charter have been facilitated by a spirit of understanding and have not

encountered greater resistance.

Unfortunately the same cEnnot be said about the organic part of the Charter~

where the few changes which have been brought about were only achieved after a long

and intense struggle.,

But these changes have come about in fact and in law and it is 'precisely in

the orgar ,c part of the Charter that the only amendments altering the original

San Francisco text have been introduced, and it is common knowledge that those who

proposed them had to overcome serious difficulties and face a protracted process of

negotiation.

At all events~ the new order of things has provided the impetus for the

adjustments vThich the Charter has been undergoing, and this is only natural since

law has always had to adapt to situations created by life or by society in a given

period o

If it is recognized that the world of today is a different world from the one

that existed when the Charter was born, and therefore requires new approaches and

new decisions, and if it is further recognized that the United Nations, which is

the organization of the international community, must continually adapt its

structures in order to consolidate international peace and security, as well as the

fundamental economic, political and social rights of all Member States on a basis

of true justice, the way should be paved for a serious and conscientious study of

the Charter.

The need to adapt the structure of the United Nations to the complex and

urgent problems of contemporary life, in which economic and social issues deserve
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at least the same attention as problems of a .po1itical nature, has led the
Secretary-General of the United Nations to appoint a group of experts, which has
already submitted a report containing suggestions on the sUbject. For its part,
the General Assemo1y, at its t;wenty-ninth session, established this Ad Hoc
Committee on the Charter of the United Nations, whose main task will consist in
determining which propos&ls concerning the review of the Charter call for
amendments and which do not.

It is quite possible that many of the suggestions put fo:rward by some
Governments will require no changes in the Charter, and the Committee should
strive to achieve maximum results in this area.

But it cannot be assumed, on the other hand, that this is the only course
open to the Committee, since it will not be possible to resolve certain situations
without resorting to concrete amendments.

In any case, my delegation believes that the work of the Committee and of
each of its members should be to consider carefully and constructively~ on their
own merits, the proposals that have been submitted or rei tcrated at this stage,
and subsequently determine, at a later stage, which ones en.' oy a substantial
measure of general support.

My country, which believes in the desirability of dialogue and the uselessness
of monologue, entertains the hope that we shall be able to achieve positive
results in the task that has been entrusted to us.

FRANCE

/Original: French!

"The United Nations Charter is inadequate. Those who conceived it lacked a
sense of history and foresight ••• As for those who gave the Charter its form
in drafting it, they lacked the imagination, the sense of succinctness, clarity
and precision that is characteris'tic of great legislators."

Those words, coming from the representative of France, will certainly cause
surprise, and rightly so. But it is, of course, a quotation and although this
definitive statement was pronounced some 20 years ago by an eminent professor, who
also held an important position in the United Nations Secretariat, I shall be
careful not to endorse it in any way.

My purpose, in prefacing my statement with this quotatio:n is simply to show
that the criticism expressed in recent years of the United Nations Charter is not
new and, contrary to appearances~ does not owe much to the 30 years that have
elapsed since the San Francisco Conference.

It is therefore not, as many statements have given us to understand, a matter
of a quarrel between ancients and moderns the outcome of which, wculd, of course,
be settled in advance.

In adua1 fact, the revisionist trend is as old as the Charter itself and it
will suffice to recall in that connexion that proposals for a general or
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substantial review "'i-rere even put forward at the first and second sessions of the

General Assembly, some of those proposals, moreover, being made by St('~es

represented today in our Committee.

Uhat would have happened if the world community had complied at that time with

their prescing demand? I, for one, am sure that if the realistic foundations of

our Charter had been challenged, particularly on such points as responsibility for

the maintenance of peace, our Organization would, in all probability, have

embarked on a course of chaos and disruption.

The French delegation therefore feels that it must convey to the Committee its

GoY"'rnment's very grave concern over the possible risks to the United Nations

inilGrent in the trends which have emerged from the debates held at the

twenty-seventh and twenty-ninth sessions of the General Assembly, from the replies

of certain Governments to the Secretary-GeneralIs enquiries and from several

statements made in our Committee, although we are firmly convinced that the various

statements and observations were prompted by a sincere desire to improve the

functioning of the Organization.

The French Government, too, is naturally very anxious to see the role of the

United Nations strengthened and its action made more effective. In its view, the

first and mos~ essential prerequisite for the achievement of this aim is the firm

intention of all Member States to respect the Charter and the principles set forth

in it. Another prerequisite is also of fundamental importance, and that is the

desire to make full use of the organs of the United Nations and the possibilities

that they afford, under the Charter, for harmony in international life, ana:- above

a1l, for ensuring the maintenance of internati~:mal peace and security.

J..

na'

The Charter has stood the test of time. It has provided the basis for the

adoption of some extremely important text.s. I might refer, for example, to the

Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and

Co-operation among States, or to the Definition of Aggression. We can thus see

that such developments have been possible without any amendment of the Charter.

I might also mention the conventions that have been prepared within the framework

of the United Nations, or which are in course of preparation, and which may

contribute to the achievement of ~ts goals. Besides various conventions that have

to do with the codification and development of international law, I should like to

single Ol.it, in the field of human rigllts, the two Covenants which were adopted by

the General Assembly, and, which seem to meet the legitimate concerns that have

be~n expressed here.

Similarly, the existing structures of the Organization make it possible to

debate all the new issues affecting peoples, either in the social or in ~he

economic field. The spe.~ial session of the General AssE:mbly held last year and

the one which will open in a few days time are evidence of this.

But above all the Charter makes it possible - and that is its essential

function - if not always, unfortunately, to avoid tragic conflicts, at least to

counter international confront~tions with the most realistic and therefore the

most effective machinery that can be provided for the security of States, given

the currenr, state of relations 1:..etween them. It is 'because the Charter gave the

power of decision, in matters relating to international peace, to the organ

governed by the principle of unanimity among the Powers bearing the heaviest

responsibilities in this field that this result, however ina.dequate it may still

seem, has been achieved.
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We must also take care not to alter the balance of power between the various
or~ans of the United Nations. Any alteration could only be detrimental to the
Organization and institute a theoretical system unsuited to the present state of
relations among States. That would be particularly true if the General Assembly
tried, by means of majority votes, to interfere with the sovereignty of its
Members. Its attempts would be doomed to failure and, conspque~tly, its prestige
would Buffer.

The only real solution lies in establishing genuine co-oreration among
nations, and this co-operation can, of course, only come about through the
political will of States. But the Charter is a suitable framework for such an
evolution of international relations. It is not a strait jacket but a living
instrument, rich in possibilities, which has made it possible, and wiil continue
to make it possible - if ,ve remain true to it - successfully to ensure co-operation
and understanding between nat~ons.

The Security Council has already satisfactorily improved some of its
procedures, specifically with regard to consultations, the establishment of
consensuses and the dispatch of fact-finding missions. This trend should be
continued and, in particular, the efforts initiated some time ago to establish
general rules governing the undertaking and conduct of peace-keepi~g operations
should be successfully conducted.

The effectiveness of action by the General Assembly depends on the amount of
support that its resolutions can muster. In fact, as we have said, instead of
trying to compel nations we should end~avour to persuade them and enlist their
support for joint action to which they have freely consented.

It would therefore be advisable to try to proceed, as has already become the
custom among some subsidiary organs, by consensus rather than by J!lajority vote.
To this end it is obviously necessary that draft resolutions chould reflect - with
all the necessary nuances - the basic concerns of the States involved and that, 
consequently, the texts should be drawn up in a climate of close co-operation and,
if necessary, at the cost of some mutual concessions. Thus, by means of more
systematic consultations, notably between countries and groups of countries , it
should be possible to improve the Assembly's methods of work and, consequently~

the scope of its decisions.

A consensus is, of course, the most ambitious but also the highest
manifestation of international co-operation provided, needless to say, that it
reflects real agreement, both on the general drift of the text and its detailed
contents. It is not so much a matter of devising new machinery for enforcement
as by means of sensible practice, establishing and strengthening the kind of
dialogue and accommodation which alone can enable an organization of sovereign
States to translate their g~owing interdependence and necessary solidarity into
action.

More generally speaking, the French Government believes that the United
Nations could eventually be strengthened through rationalization of the structures
of each of the Organization's main organs and by adjustment of their rules of
procedure, since the Charter leave!'" them every latitude in that regard. What we
need is a veritable "strategy" for the application of the Charter.
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On the other hand, we do not think that the time has come to undertake a
review of the Charter. Such a revie'w' would seem to 'be all the more untimely in
that, while a number of States is in favour of making a survey of the various
proposals to either amend the Charter or improve the functioning of the Organization
without touching its constituent instrument, some comments receivel from
Governments, as well as statements that we have heard, have sho"m that States were
not in agreement either on the need for a review of the Charter or on the points
that such a review should cover. Consequently, if we embark on the exercise
advocated in some quarters, there is the risk either that the authority and prestige
of the Organization may be jeopardized by criticism of the existing system without
the necessary consensus being reached on any solution, or that the end result would
be the destruction of an instrument whi~h, as we have said, has stood the test of
time under difficult circumstances.

In conclusion, the French delegation reaffirms its view that what is required
is not a review of the Charter but the strict application of its provisions and
full utilization of the possibilities that it affords.

Strict compliance with that text is the surest guarantee of fulfilment of the
aims, and respect for the principles of the United Nations, to which all States
are firmly committed.
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

/Original: English!

The Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter of the United Nations has been charged by
the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly with a most delicate and
complicated task. We have followed with attention the viewpoints the
representatives of various States have presented here in the Committee, we have
studied the documents before us, and we have come to believe that all members of
the Commi+"tt:'" (.Jnsider its work to be of utmost importance, because we are dealing
with the fundamental document of our organization - an 0~ganization which should
not simply be seen as an international organizaticn but as an international
instrument for peaceful, world-wide and equal co-operation which has em.erged as a
result of the bitter and sacrificial experiences of the world from the struggle
against reactionary and anti-human fascist and militarist regimes, and which was a
midwife for the liberation of many peoples from coloriialist and imperialist
oppression.

Therefore, it is very important, in the view of My delegation, that the
Committee strictly follow the mandate given by the General Assembly and that, as
before, all d~cisions be made on the basis of consensus. We believe that only such
an attitude will guarantee the fulfilment of the tasks conferred Oll it.

MY Government has explained its basic view on this subject in the report of
26 June 1975 (A/lOl13/Add.l). Permit me to touch on a number of questions again.

Like the overwhelming majority of Member States, we also believe that the
Charter of the United Nations has stood its test in the past 30 years. When
difficulties or problems, came up, it was not the fault of the Charter, but lack of
political will on the part of some Members of the Organization. The only effective
way to increase the effectiveness of the United Nations would, therefore, be to
strictly fulfil its provisions.

Any changes in the United Nations Charter imply, in our view, the danger of
eroding proven principles, conjuring up new conflicts in the broadest sense, and
the danger of new obstructions to the growing co-operation of States.

Valid international law is based on the Charter of the United Nations.
Bilateral and multilateral treaties refer to it. Thus, the Charter is a basis for
an extensive contractual system which serves the interests of all States, big and

',., small, and with different social orders. For this reason, we advocate that the
Charter of the United Nations be maintained in its present form and contents, which
is in accordance with the views of a majority of States.

The Government of the German Democratic Republic has declared in its statement
on resolution 3349 (XXIX):

" • •• that crmditions of international detente and of implementation
of the principles of peaceful co-existence make it easier for the United
Nations to contribute to overcoming com.plicated international conflicts
and to heighten its role in the settlement of international problems, in
the strengthening of peace and the development of co-operation between
all peoples. This occurs on the basis of strict observance of the Charter
of the United Nations and confirms once again that the viability of the
Charter is not diminishing but growing· •••
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"In the view of the Government of the German Democratic Republic, the
principles embodied in the Charter are political and legal principles, the
universal respect and implementation of which is the prerequisite for
ensuring a lasting peace, strengthening international security and developing
peaceful co-operation between peoples and States on a basis of equal rights.
These principles and their observance made possible the positive changes
that have occurred in international relations since the Charter was adopted."

In this connexion, my delegation would like to point to the fact that at one
of the most recent and historical~y important conferences for strengthening and
maintaining peace in Europe, namely the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe, the validity anC topicality of the Charter of the United Nations has
been underlined in the final act. So it has been stipulated in the final act
signed by the participating States that in case of a conflict between the
obligations resulting from the Charter for Member States of the United Nations
and the obligations within any other treaty or any other international agreement,
their obligations under the Charter prevail.

The fundamental principles of the Charter, such as the sovereign equality of
States, non-interference in internal affairs, and respect of the right of peoples
to self-determination, have stood their test in the 30 years the United Nations
has existed, and they are generally recognized. We also want to emphasize again
that the rules for the functioning of the United Nations, based on them, have
stood the test of time. It has repeatedly been mentioned here that the Charter
should be adapted to realities. But is it not that the principle of unanimity of
the permanent members of the Security Council is an expression of taking into
account the existing balance of forces in the world and of existing realities?

The principle of unanimity has proven to be an effective instrument for the
implementation of peaceful ccexistence, and under the conditions of detente it can
promote the necessary collaboration between the permanent members of the Security
Council, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States of America,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France and China, which
are the militarily most important States, for international security and
disarmament.

In this connexion, it seems very remarkable to us that the Secretary-General
in his introduction to this year's annual report, points out that the United
Nations and its Charter have stood their test in the past 30 years. The role of
the Security Council, Which, according to the Charter, is chiefly responsible for
maintaining peace, is given a special place and appreciated in that report, and
it is the view of my delegation that these well-founded experiences of the
Secretary-General should be taken into account.

During the 30 years our Organization has existed, many States have been
admitted to the United Nations as new Members. The great majority of these States
achieved independence not least on the basis of the principles of the Charter and
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, based on the Charter. Today, all of them are participating actively and
directly in the drafting, adoption and implementation of all United Nations
resolutions.

In this connexion, great attention is paid to the questions of assisting the
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developing countries in constructing and extending their national economies and
to the establishment of equitable economic relations between all countries.

Especially this part of the Charter offers a broad range of possibilities
for safeguarding the interests of the developing countries, possibilities which,
in our view, have by far not been exhausted.
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In the view of my delegation, it can by no means be called dogmatism when we
advocate that the Charter of the United Nations be maintained in its present form
and contents. And the repetition of the too well-known phrases on the so-called
super-power control of the United Nations does not help us to fulfil the mandate
of the Ad Hoc Committee.

On behalf of my delegation, I would like to reaffirm, therefore, the viewpoint
of the Government of the German Democratic RepUblic that the only effective way to
increase the effectiveness of the United Nations in the spirit of its purposes and
principles can only be to strictly implement and fully apply the provisions of the
Charter, to oppose with determination any violation or disregard of the Charter,
and to remove forthwith all remaining consequences of infringements of the Charter.

GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

/Original: English/

In its reply to the Secretary-General of July 1974 and in its statements in
the Sixth Committee, my Government has emphasized the importance of the Charter
of the United Nations as the basic instrument by which the international community
of nations organized itself. Its principles and purposes reflect the ideas and
aspirations cherished by peoples and countries all over the world. The Members
of our Organization, whether they were among the founding Members of the United
Nations or joined the community of nations at a later stage, as was the case of
my country, have all, on the occasion of their accession and by the mere fact of
it, pledged their support for these principles and purposes.

The outstanding significance of the document we are considering here obliges
us to proceed in our deliberations with the utmost care. The Charter being an
instrument of such high sensitivity, it might, like a clockwork which is handled
carelessly, cease to work at all. Or, to use another example, we shall have to
act like a good and considerate doctor who tries to cure his patient by using the
lease innocuous drug first. Surgery, even of the most skilful and sophisticated
nature, should not be applied where there is the slightest danger of the patient's
vitality being diminished or even completely destroyed.

The fundamental principles and purposes of our Charter remain unchallen@'l",d
and are not subject to discussion. In the opinion of my Government the basic
organizational structure of the United Nations, too, has proved its worth and .-//
largely stood the test of time. It seems to us, therefore, that it should be/
possible to achieve such adjustments of tne Charter as may be necessary to adapt
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it to changing circumstances without jeopardizing the basic ~tructure of the
Organization. Any further development of the Charter, and in particular any
changes in its provisions, will require careful consideration of its imaginable
consequences and will have to be based on general agreement, both as to their
necessity and desirability and to their nature.

The Charter, as it stands now, has proved to be an instrument of considerable
flexibility in itself which has, in its first 30 years, constantly adapted to
changing circumstances. This does not mean, of course, that we consider the
Charter in all its parts and components to be perfect and sacrosanct - which the
instrument itself does not purport to be. Limited changes to specific provisions
might be contemplated, including proposals to abrogate provisions which have
become obsolete. Many of the ouvious short-comings of our Organization might. be
cured, given the political will of all concerned, within the existing framework of
the Charter which is in itself an efficient instrument of change. Necessary
adjustments might even be achieved by adding something to the existing structure
rather than by altering it. Examples for this may be found in the report of the
Committee of Experts on a new United Nations structure for global economic
co-operation {E/AC.62/9} which is presently being studied carefully by Governments.
As is apparent from some of the recommendations in that report, important reforms
could be achieved without amending the Charter.

Other deficiencies of our Organization, for which it is being criticized,
are a consequence not so much of structural short-comings than of the existing
political situation. They cannot be remedied, therefore, by amending the Charter
but only by a change in the over-all political landscape of the \IOrld.

Under these circumstances, two ways of enhancing the efficiency of our
Organization seem to be realistic and at our disposal at the present stage:

First, to intensify international (.:o-operatior. and consultation with a view
to harmonizing the political position of the international community, and to this
end make use in a fair and co-operative manner of all ways and means the United
Nations Organization offers under its present structure.

Second, to exploit thoroughly and fairly the possibilities existing under
the Charter for adaptation and development of the Organization Q

In the course of this procedure there might well emerge the necessa~y broad
consensus also for an adaptation of the Charter to a changing world.
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GREECE

/Original: Englis~

At this preliminary stag~ of the discussion, I will confine myself to state a
few remarks only •

We consider that the mandate entrusted to our Committee is indeed a serious
one in more than one aspect, since it deals with the most important international
institution after the calamity of the Second W'orld War, namely with the Charter of
the United Nations and consequently with the United Nations themselves. Greece
attaches great significance to this issue, the more so since it belongs to the
founding members of the Charter•

It is, therefore, not necessary for me to go into great lengths in order to
prove that we have to proceed with the utmost care. The Greek delegation will
participate in the discussion and the work of the Ad Hoc Committee with an open
mind and we will seek, with other delegations, to find out what, if any,
improvements can be made either to the Charter or to its functioning, while
preserving at the same time the essential provisions that have usefully served the
lofty ideals of the United ~ations and have withstood the proof of time.

So, in order to make up our mind we shall await to hear the views of other
delegations as well as the analysis and the report that will be made at the
c9nclusion of this first session of the Committee.

There is, however, a fundamental point on which we wfluld like to draw
attention and that is that, in case there are specific proposals regarding reVlSlon
or improvement of certain parts of the Charter, these should be 'accomp€mied by a
concrete assessment as to how these proposals, if accepted, would enhance the
implementation of the resolutions and decisions adopted by United Nations organs,
particularly by those entrusted with the maintenance of peace and security. It is
sad to admit that this is indeed the main problem and my delegation will be
grateful to those delegations who will wish to make constructive proposals or bring
forward ideas in this regard.

. broad
,..
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/Original: English!

We are meeting at a time when the peoples of' t.he world, we are told, are

losing faith in the usefulness of the United Nations. While those of us who work

here ought not to share their pessimism, nevertheless it is understandable. But

the fact that the Committee is meeting at all should be ample testimony to the

peoples of the world that their Gnvernments are concerned about the future of this

Organization and its Charter and are prepared to sit down and talk about it,

dissect it if necessary, examine the parts thoroughly, discard what is dead or

diseased, put back what is healthy, and I hope infuse new life into the body.

Those of us here who are privileged to be members of this Committee ha~e an

opportunity to recapture the world's faith in the United Nations - in its usefulness

and, indeed, in its necessity. I would be surprised if there is any Government in

the world which would not agree that if the United Nations did not exist today it

would be necessary now to invent it - or something like it.

The distinguished Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union~ Mr. Gromyko, in

addressing the General Assembly five years ago when we celebrated the twenty-fifth

anniversary of the United Nations said that in his view it was not sufficient to

stamp out fires on the international scene; he added that it was "more important

to take effective measures to protect the world generally from fires, and to remove

in good time the sources of potential conflicts and complications". That is a view

with which my Government whole-heartedly agrees. As the representative of a small

country, we believe that peace-keeping operations of a preventive character are

exactly the ones which are of the greatest significance to small countries. And

by "preventive" we mean that the machinery must be put into action sufficiently

early to forestall a conflict. We therefore see a clear distinction between

preventive peace-keeping and the kind of enforcement action provided f'or under

Chapter VII of the Charter. To us, there is a lacuna in the Charter's peace

keeping language - and it is the absence of machinery which may be activated in

advance of a conflict by States under the threat of aggression. My delegation

will lend its support in this Committee to any useful and reasonable proposals to

fill this gap in the Charter. Without going too much into detail in this general

exchange of views and at this early stage of our work, let me say that my

delegation has in mind the creation of international peace observation machinery

which would be capable of establishing a United Nations presence whenever and

wherever in the world there is a danger to international peace. As my own Foreign

Minister in 1970 had put it, "we believe that a system under which United Nations

observers may be sent, on the authority of the Secretary-General, to any area under

the jurisdiction of a State at the request of' that State and to any area whatever

at the direction of the Security Council or of the General Assembly would

contribute immeasurably to the prevent ion of breaches of international peace".

The Security Council is after all the organ charged with the primary responsibility

for the maintenance of international peace and security. Why should it not initiate

action when conflict threatens?

Preventive peace-keeping is one of the prime concerns of my delegation as we

review the Charter. Another is the concept of democracy as it should apply to

decision-making within the United Nations.
I

In the words of a distinguished former Foreign Minister of Brazil, Mr. Gibson,

we are f'acing a trend towards "a new world directorate". He has eloquently
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Mr. Gibson,
.tly

described the tendency in the United Nations towards dealing with certain questions
in narrow and even dwindling circles py a process of transference from the
138-Member General Assembly, to the 15-member Security Council, to the 5 permanent
members, to the 2 super-Powers. (And here I would like to assure our colleagues
that I use the term super-Powers not in a discourteous manner but in the factual
sense.)

So democracy is facing a crlS1S now in the United Nations. That is why my
delegation would reject any proposals - such as weighted voting - which would
further entrench the oligarchy of those who are powerful. The United Nations is
founded upon the principle of the sovereign equality of all its Member States.
Under the Charter once you're a member, once you're in, that's it, you are equal.
You don 't have to prove that you are equal. But we have a situation under the
Charter when the veto of' anyone of the five permanent members may frustrate the
effectiveness of the Security Council and thereby of the United Nations. We have
seen this over the last 25 years in relation to the maintenance of peace and the
admission of new Members. Lately, we have seen it in relation to suspension and
even expulsion when the legal conditions for expulsion and suspension under the
Charter have been met.

Now we must be realistic. The veto exists, it can't be wished away, even
argued away; we should face the fact that it seems to be here to stay at least for
a long, long time. In San Francisco in 1945 the four great Powers - lithe four
horsemen" as President Roosevelt called the Governments of France, the United
Kingdom, the United States and the USSR - sought to ensure security by resorting
to the "concerti! system of a century ago. They invented the Security Council and
assigned the veto power to themselves. And I for one am not naive enough to believe
that they're going to surrender it now. When the small States grumbled at
San Francisco, Senator Tom Connally of the United States told them, 'you may go
home ••• and report that you have defeated the veto. But you can also say, 'we
tore up the Charter I i! • I have no reason to believe that any of the five permanent
members would like to have the veto "defeated" nm-r; nor have I any reason to believe
that any of the other Members of the United Nations would like to have the Charter
"torn up".

Faced with this fact of the veto, therefore, what can the other members of
the United Nations expect in the way of achieving a greater degree of democracy
in the decision-making process? ~~ delegation is not at this stage persuaded that
the answer lies in giving the veto power to more States. Then, we might simply
have more vetoes being cast and that's all. But, surely, we can look at the
possibilities of so reforming the Security Council that the existing veto powers
of' the five permanent members will not frustrate the effectiveness of the Council
and indeed of the United Nations.

The Foreign Minister of Guyana had put it in 1970 in this way: "If we are
going to achieve the ordered international society that was the vision at
San Francisco ••• ; that achievement must rest upon an acceptance by the major
Powers that the rule of law in international affairs is a higher good than the
passing rewards of power at any moment of history 0 !I

Surely we can look at the possibilities of so limiting the areas for use of
the existing veto power by any of the five permanent members. Do we, for example,
still need the veto power when questions such as the admission of new Members, or
the suspension or expulsion of Members are being considered? Over the past few
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years we have seen the kind of confrontation engendered by the use of the veto in
these areas - a.reas which really have nothing to do with the maintenance of
international peace and security.

Let us consider together a modification of the veto p,ower tkt would avoid
unnecessary confrontation. Let us work together to promote democracy in decision
making even in the Security Council.

We have heard the warning by some delegations that it would be "extremelY
grave" to try to alter the relationship between the General Assembly and the
Security Council. But excesses and inequities in the use of the veto have already
altered that relationship and are likely to continue to do so. I'le have already
the Uniting for Peace resolution. Already this is an example of a de facto
amendment to the Charter. Moreover, we are already seeing the grey areas around
the competences of the Security Council and the General Assembly in matters of
maintenance of peace, suspension and maybe even admissions. Even the concept of
peace has changed from what it was when the Charter was drafted in 1945. We need
to look at how that concept is expressed in the language of the Charter in the
light of developments over the past 30 years.

Now I have touched upon international security and. what I have called the
crisis for democracy with particular reference to the veto power. But my
delegation also has other concerns. I would not, however, at this stage of our
preliminary exchanges go into further detail. Suffice it to say that my deleg~tion
finds interesting - and we are ready to study them - the proposals which could lead
to ensuring within the terms of a revised Charter machinery for achieving universal
human dignity and the securing of economic justice. I refer to the ideas for
transforming the Trusteeship Council into a human rights council; for reflecting
more adequately within the Charter the principles of the new world economic order;
and for transferring to the developing countries some more of the benefits of
science and technology which the admirable skills of the developed countries are
producing. ~~ delegation is ready to study proposals aimed at strengthening the
International Court of Justice so as to enable it to enforce international law or
to settle international disputes.

And we join all of those delegations who have appealed to the Members of this
Organization to be guided in their conduct by the principles of the Charter, to
respect the resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Security Council and
to fulfil their basic obligations as Member:';.
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INDIA

jOriginal: English!

The general views of my delegation on the review of the Charter of t~e

United Nations were set out by me in our statement to the Sixth Committee of the
last General Assembly session on 5 December 1974. The majority of the Members
of t~is Organization clearly desire a review of its Charter because they feel
that several of its provisions are not in keeping with present-day conditions.
We see no harm in such a review procedure, because a general discussion of the
points raised and the proposals made could only le~d to a better appreciation of
the realities of today, the relative practical importance of those provisions of
the Charter that seem objectionable, and the essentiality of the need for
amending such provisions as may have become obsolete. In saying this my
delegation is conscious of the limited mandate of this Committee, which is to
discuss and consider observations and suggestions made by Member States and to
submit a report to the thirtieth session of the General Assembly. It is quite
possible that this discussion and consideration has not yet been comprehensive
and exhaustive, and in that event the next session will no doubt decide whether
to prolong the life and mandate of this Ad Hoc Committee, or to devise other
means for continuing this important task. Our own view, which was stated before,
is simply that every Member State has an equal obligation and an equal concern
in the question of the review of the Charter and should be given an equal
opportunity to make its contribution and to participate in the discussions.

Our approach to this question is conditioned by our objectives, which in
terms of General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX) are to enhance the ability of
the United Nations to fulfil its purposes and principles, which continue to be
valid and have received reaffirmation of support. There are of course several
ways of going about it. One could take the line that those parts of the Charter
that are obsolete, have never been utilized or have been fulfilled ought to be
deleted, revised or amended as the case may be. One could also hold the view
that such provisions do no harm in being present in the Charter, ani that it is
a part of the process of natural eVOlution of human institutions that some
sections of their original framework may wither away and become dead wood. One
does not necessarily stre~gthen the Organization by removing the dead wood,
although of course it would be tidy to do so. We have no strong views on this
aspect of the Charter review.

There are, however', two other aspects that are more controversial. I am
referring to suggestions concerning the updating of the Charter, structurally
and otherwise, so that it conforms more closely to the aspirations of the
majority of Member States. Th~se suggestions relate to restructuring or
enlarging certain organs, creating new bodies, providing fer better representation
of the so-called third world, introducing new procedures for dealing with
specific situations ~tc. Undoubtedly such suggestions are important and deserve
serious and comprehensive examination. But I am not sure that this Committee is
the appropriate forum to initiate such discussions. I should have thought that
suggestions in the nature of reforms should be initiated in the very organs that
are in need of reform, and ~erhaps this Committee might consider them at a later
stage from the angle of Ch&~ter revision.

In any case the Charter does not appear to stand in the way of such changes.
It is not necessary to amend the Charter in order to establish machinery for
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fUlfilling its principles and purposes. Several areas in the United Nations

Charter have been reviewed and elaborated by means of legal instruments such as

covenants, declarations, definitions, treaties etc. There are also many United

Nations committees, commissions and other organs that are currently examining

the wcrking of different areas of the Charter and applying them to cope with

new problems not envisaged when the Charter was written. I have in mind

environmental questions, outer space, the law of the sea as well as areas in

the field of introducing a new international economic order. But one does not

begin to deal with the~e practical problems by making appropriate changes in the

Charter. It is more important to find pr~ctical solutions to the problems facing

Uf than revising the Charter, which cannot be an end in itself. The Charter

allows us full scope in practice to innovate and seek solutions, and indeed it

is through practice that we can enrich the contents of the Charter.

The second controversial aspect relates to the privileged position of a

handful of l~mbers. Some object to the right of the veto and others to its

abuse. There are also those ';-Tho would extend this power to more than a handful

of Members. But some would lite to see the veto abolished, or modified, or

limited in its use to certain stipulated questions. The veto system is clearly

discriminatory but it was the price that had to be paid for the creation of the

United Nations. It is the principal basis for the membership and co-operation

of the big Powers. Without the veto the United Nations would not have come into

being, because t.he United Nations was conceived by the big Powers as primarily

an organization fur maintaining international peace and security. I am certainly

not an advocate of the veto system, but I wish merely to stress its fundamental

importance to those that have the power of the veto. It is significant that not

one of them has offered to relinquish the right of the veto.

It seems that the United Nations has been cursed with this mix~d blessing.

On occasion the veto system has prevented the Security Council from taking wrong

decisions on questions affecting international peace or self-determination. On

other occasions the veto has been exercised to prevent the Security Council from

admi.tting new Members or from taking action against States that have persistently

violated the Charter. On balance, however, the existence of the veto and the

likelihood of its use has deterred a world war and has moderated the search for

realistic solutions to problems concerning breaches of international peace.

Unfortunately, even resolutions that were unanimoDsly adopted by the Security

Council have remained unimplemented so far, as in the case of the Middle East and

Cyprus. It is thus an open question as to which is preferable; the principle of

cor~lete unanimity, or the principle of majority decisions sU~ject to the veto.

However, one thing is clear to us and that is that if the power of the veto

were to be abolished, I am not sure that the world would be in a better or

happier situation. Nor would the extension of the veto power to others induce

a change for the better in the international situation. It is not rules of

voting procedure that change situations for the better, but the will to adhere

scrupulously to the provisions, principles and purposes of the Charter. lt lS

violations of the Charter that have created problems for us, and we have yet to

agree how best to prevent such violations. We have .not yet exploited to the

full the unused potential of the Charter. For example, Article 1, paragraph 4,

envisages the United Nations as a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in

the attainment of their common ends. What we see today is not a harmonious whole

after 30 years of the United Nations existence, but a. forum in which nations feel

obliged to divide themselves into groups and to confront each other in order to

secure their group interests rather than to··attain the common purposes of the

Charter.
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INDONESIA

/Original: English/

My delegation would like to reiterate its respect and adherence to the
purposes and principles of the United Nations, as stated in Articles 1 and 2
of the Charter. It is our firm belief that these declared purposes and
principles should remain unchanged and should continue to be adhered to by the
Members.

It has always been the view of the Indonesian Government that our Organization
has achieved a great deal in realizing its declared purposes and principles in
such fields as the maintenance of international peace and security, the
development of friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle
Of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the development of
international co-operation in solving economic, social, cultural and
humanitarian problems, and the progressive development of international lr~ and
its codification. At the same time, it is also our view that there are ~ccasions

in which our Organization has failed to realize its purposes and principles
and to respond constructively and decisively to the problem with which it is
confronted. My delegation strongly believes that, although some of the failures
may be the result of a lack of political will on the part of some of the- Members,
it is equally true that they may be the result of structural inadequacies ef the
Charter.

The Charter was drafted 30 years ago to serve the needs of the international
community after the Second World War, as seen by the then Members of the
Organization. Tremendous changes and developments on the international scene
have occurred since, changes and developments which have in fact profoundly
affected the functioning of the Organization itself. It is clear that the
Charter must be able to cope with those changes and developments and to respond
adequately to new challenges and problems of global magnitude. For the
Organization to continue as a dynamic and useful instrument, it is necessary to
undertake a review of the Charter for the purposes of seeking measures whereby
its short-earnings could be remedied. Such a review would entail an exchange of
views and a thorough evaluation of the proposals made during the exchange,
which mayor may not lead towards a revision •. It may well be that measures short
of revision or amendment of the Charter may suffice for such purpose •

These views are shared by a large number' of Me~ber States, as evident in the
debate which has taken place on this issue for several years in the General
Assembly. The decision of the General Assembly to establish the Ad Hoc Committee
on the United Nations Charter last y·ear, in the opinion of my delegation, reflects
the desire of the Members to deal with the short-eomings of the Charter in a
more concrete and systematic manner.

It is not the intention of my delegation to repeat the views which we have
already expressed on previous occasions. We are now here to discharge in its
entirety the broad mandate entrusted to the Ad Hoc Committee by the General
Assembly, which is clearly defined in its resolution 3349 (XXIX). i>le have before
us the analytical paper prepared by the Secretary-General containing the
observations received from Governments and also the views expressed at the
twenty-seventh and twenty-ninth sessions of t?e General Assembly. In addition, we
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have also the views of the Secretary-General on the experience acquired in the in
application of the provisions of the Charter with regard to the Secretariat. fa

of
It is significant to note that these documents contain constructive an'

observations and concrete proposals concerning different aspects of the Charter In
and, in the view of my delegation, merit further study. One of the issues is the in'
decision-making procedure of the Security Council provided for in paragraph 3 of in'
Article 27 of the Charter. We are fully aware of the fact that the principle ou:
of the unanimity of the permanent members embodied in this Article was adopted on of
the basis of the reality of the international power structure which prevailed
immediately after the war. We also recognize that there are occasions in Which
this principle has in fact contributed to the maintenance of world peace and rii
security. However, history has indi cated more frequently that the principle of COl

unanimity has been used or misused, rather, by some permanent members to protect ul
their national interests, irrespective of its bearing on international peace and sel
security. Permanent members have abused their privilege of veto to block the ant
admissions of legally qualified States or to block the will of the majority of ful
the Members to implement certain principles and objectives of the United Nations, ~

inclUding those embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. prl
fOI

Such abuses of the unanimity principle should, in the opinion of my uni
delegation, be eliminated so that the effective functioning of the Council -
Which has the primary responsibility to maintain world peace and security - will
no longer be hindered. The Ad Hoc Committee should consider the possibility ~l

of finding a way to limit. the use of the veto, at least an effort should be made pe!
to give an agreed interpretation as to its use by the permanent members. Such COl

a restrictive regime or interpretation may include a formula based on special se1
majority rule - in which the unanimity of all the permanent members would not be thi
required - for decisions on certain matters other than enforcement actions COl

contemplated in Articles 42-54 of the Charter. Of course the Ad Hoc Committee CSl

has to decide what lIcertain matters" will be excluded from the confines of a veto vii....
reg~me. 001

The Ad Hoc Committee should also, in the opinion of my delegatio~, take into
consideration the existing practice of the Security Council which has in fact
modified the principle of unanimity. My delegation wonders whether paragraph 3
of Article 27 should be amended to incorporate the practice by which abstention
or "non-participation71 of a permanent member is considered as a concurring vote

With regard to the membership of the Security Council, the Indonesian
delegation is inclined to the view that the present structure of the Council's
membership should be maintained. We are, however, prepared to be convinced by
adequate arguments that change in the structure will indeed lead towards a more
effective functioning of the Council.

Still within the domain of the Security Council, my delegation would like
to touch briefly upon the problem of peace-keeping. It can be said with caution
that one of the functions of the Security Council which has proven to be
effective in its efforts to maintain peace and security is the peace-keeping
activities undertaken by the Council. I am not referring to peace··keeping
operations in the context of enforcement actions provided for in Articles 42'-54,
but rather to the international peace-keeping by interposition to prevent further mi
deterioration of a conflict. This type of peace-keeping has been developed thE
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in practice and has proven to be an effective and helpful means of creating a
favourable atmosphere conducive to a process leading towards a peaceful settlement
of a conflict. Having participated in such peace~keeping operations in the past,
and currently twting part in the United Nations Emergency Force in the Middle East,
Indonesia is convinced that peace-keeping operations by interposition will
increasingly become an indispensable means fo~ assisting in the settlement of
international conflicts. The peace-keeping operaticn by interposition should, in
our view, be institutionalized in the Charter as another means at the disposal
of the Security Council.

There are also other aspects of the Charter which my delegation is concerned
with. The provisions on the peaceful settlement of disputes in Chapter VI
constitute an important eleme.lt in the peace-mMing role of the Organization.
Article 33 provides the Members with options of procedures for the peaceful
settlement of disputes, ranging from non-compulsory procedures to compulsory ones,
and obligates the Members, first of all, to seek solutions to their disputes
through those procedures. This wide range of choice open to the Members seems to
my delegation to be con3istent with the political reality that not all States are
prepared - in the prev'ailing international system - to accept compulsory procedure
for settling their disputes. It might be argued ~hat such a provision may cause
under-utilization of the procecures.

To overcome this Short-coming, some alternative solutions may be considered.
One such alternative - which in the opinion of my delegation might strengthen the
peace-mMing role of the Organization - is the establishment of a standing
commission which would provide the ~1embers with a broader choice of procedure for
settling disputes. The main function of such a commission would be to act as a
third party in a dispute, and the procedures to be used should stress mediation,
conciliation, enquir,Y' and fact finding. Arbitration will be included only in
cases where the parties have given their prior consent. The element of flexibility
with regard to the procedures should be the main distinguishing feature of this
commission.

In the past few years events in the world economic sphere have made clear the
contradiction between the tendency towards economic nationalism on the one hand,
and the tendency toward global approach and solution on the other. The brea.1{down
of the international monetary system, the growing resource scarcities, e~pecially

of energy and food, the oil crisis, the new awareness of the limits to the carrying
capacity of the globe's ecosystem, the ocean and the air with regard to the
industrial pollutants have created an impetus in the Q.J.rection of global action,
while at the same time they have caused a tendency towards economic nationalism.
Such a contradict~0n should be eliminated, if we want to put priority for an
effective solution.

To deal with problems of such magnitude we need a concentrated and organized
international effort. The United Nations, being the most appropriate forum to
deal with those problems, has initiated positive steps toward solutions by convening
special sessions of the General Assembly on economic issues, the second of which
will be held next month. In the meanwhile, we are aware of the valuable work Q.)l16

by an expert group appointed by the Secretary-General in undertMing a comprehensive
stUdy on restructuring the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system,
Which will be one of the items to be considered at the coming special session of
the General Assembly devoted to development and international co-operation. We are



•
looking forward to the successful conclusion of the deliberations on this issue at
that special session which is so vital to the Organization. Within this context,
my delegation is sympathetic to the proposals made by Governments to strengthen the
Economic and Social Council, as a part of efforts to realize a new international
economic order. The outcome of the deliberations may well result in SUbsequent
changes in the relevant provisions of the Charter.

Finally, let me now turn to the organization of our work. The Ad Hoc COIllIllittee
is entrusted with a broad mandate. To discharge this mandate effectively, it is
imperative that we should have a clear method of work which will facilitate
progress. We are now in the middle of a general exchange of views, the first
important stage of our work which is necessary in order to get some indication of
the direction which the Members wish the Committee to take. This general exchange
of views, in the opinion of my delegation, should be followed by identification of
problem areas in accordance with the observations and views of Governments
expressed in our documents and in this CoIllIllittee, as well as the views of the
Secretary-General. The identification of problem areas should be closely linked
to an order of priority, on the basis of which each of the problem areas will be
discussed. It might be useful also to group these problem areas into two
categories, namely those views and proposals which imply amendment of the Charter
and those which do not. It must be stressed, however, that such identification of
problem areas should not be construed as being a device to exclude certain ideas or
positions from equal treatment by the Ad Hoc Committee. It is merely a technical
expedient to facilitate our work. In this regard, it might also prove feasible to
initiate our discussions with the least controversial issues.

The next stage is the question whether, in order to facilitate our work in
achieving agreement, it vTould be necessary to set up a working group or groups
which would be entrusted to deal with one or more of the problem areas. The
Indonesian delegation believes that the setting up of a working group or groups
is most essential. With regard to the nature of the specific mandate, the timing
and the number of such working groups, however, my delegation has an open mind.

The General Assembly has entrusted this CoIllIllittee with a very important and
complex task, which in one way or the other may affect the institutional aspect of
our Organization. It is, therefore, obvious that all the Members have great
interest to know what we .are doing. In view of this consideration, my delegation
is of the opinion that the report of the Ad Hoc Committee should reflect the main
trends of views expressed during the session. It will also enable the members of
the Committee to prepare and work better for the next session. Such a report should
also contain recoIllIllendations to the General Assembly to continue the work of the
Ad Hoc Committee, a method of work for the next session, and a request to the
Secretariat to prepare an index of observations and views of Governments expressed
in our documents and in this Committee - a request which has since obtained
considerable support during the first stage of our deliberations. Furthermore,
summary records for the next session should also be recommended to the General
Assembly.

In conclusion, my delegation would like to express its sincere hope that the
Ad Hoc Committee will discharge its mandate constructively in a spirit of
co-operation.

'.,.
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•
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IRAN

{Original: English/

As a Member State of the United Nations, Iran has a strong interest in
enhancing the efficiency of the United Nations and strengthening its capacity to
deal with international problems. In our efforts to contribute to this end,
we have consistently been guided by the belief that the Charter is a sound and
workable legal instrument and has shown ample capacity for adaptation to changing
circumstances. But the Charter is not self-executing. Its implementation depends
in the first instance upon the degree of willingness on the part of Member States
to work through 'the United Nations and to abide by its decisions. This, however,
does not imply that the Charter is an immutable document to which no change is
possible. Legally, the founders of the Charter contemplated such possibility.
Special provision is made in the Charter for its amendment, and, be it noted,
for its review by a general conference. We have already made several changes in
order to accommodate the structure of various 0rgans to the increased membership
of the United Nations.

It is an undeniable fact that since the adoption of the Charter, international
practice has created new areas of international relations which could not be
encompassed by it, to the effect that in some of these areas the application of the
Charter to the requirements of the international community has been difficult, if
not impossible. Consequently, in some cases the recourse to the interpretation
of the related provision of the Charter does not provide the necessary answer and
a formal revision seems to be indispensable.

Bearing these principles in mind, my delegation supported th~ establishment
of this Committee and voted for resolution 3349 (XXIX) at the last session of the
General Assembly. We are obviously prepared to give serious consideration to all
profosals for improvement or more effective utilization of the Charter. It is,
of course, essential that proposed changes be analysed carefully and their
procedural administrative, financial and, indeed, political implications be examined
in detail. This logically leads us to the focal point of our deliberations,
namely, what seems to be the most reasonable and effective procedure for a thorough
examination of the Charte~? Whether we should have a comprehensive review of the
Charter, as has been suggested by some, or proceed through amendment of specific
Articles of the Charter, as advised by others.

\{ithout denying the truism of one and the realism of the other, my delegation I·

believes that the question is to be approached as a first step on a general
determination of the priority of the subjects in terms of their importance, as well
as urgency.

In our view, the very root of international problems lies in the continuing
economic disparity between the haves and the have-nots and the anachronistic nature
of the international economic order.

'rhe international community is still severely gripped with the problems of
poverty, food, population, energy, natural resources, industrialization, environment,
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trade and monetary system. Of course, the United Nations has played a major part
in identifying these basic problems, in promoting global and national recognition
of them and in trying to establish the framework for a collective attack on them.

Indeed, the adoption of the Declaration and the Programme of Acti~n on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, as well as the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States are all positive steps in this direction.
These attempts are quite impressive, but they are not necessarily enough. In our
view, this process is to be supplemented and complemented by the thorough assessment
of Chapters IX and X of the Charter and restructuring of their related organization.

The Economic and Social Council, under its present mandate as delineated in
the Charter, lacks the necessary power and mandate in the areas with which it is
concerned. The result has been the emergence of a makeshift system of institutions,
attempting to deal with questions which should have been the Council's
responsibility. Overlapping of undefined mandates, confrontation between the
United Nations organs and the Secretariat units and lack of a clear policy
orientation and firm co-ordination and direction have been the results.

Substantial reform of the Economic and Social Council, together with the
establishment of a new mandate for the Council with adequate authority, is urgently
needed. It is to be noted with satisfaction that the Secretary-General, in the
intrOduction to his annual report, has emphatically stressed the necessity of such
a reform: "On the economic and social side there can be no question that some
restructuring of the system is essential if we are to meet successfully the great
new challenges which interdependence poses to the international community"
(A/IOOOl/Add.l, p. 18).

. We have read with great interest the report of the Group of Experts on the
study of the structure of the United Nations system for in~ernational economic
co-operation (E/AC.62/9). Certainly this report will provide a useful basis for
evaluating what changes are needed and will also assist Governments in deciding
the direction in which they wish the system to evolve. This also will be an
important aspect of the work of the seventh special session of the General Assembly.

We should decide as soon as possible whether we wish to reform the Economic and
Social Council and provide it with the necessary means to deal effectively with
the tasks entrusted to it, or to create some new agency with less adequate powers
to perform the task. If it is decided to elevate the status of the Council and to
provide it with the means to become iimaster of its own house li

, the actual Charter
amendments required may be small, other aspects of the change requiring much more
effort and planning.

In short, we continue to believe that the very root of international crises
lies in the structural maladjustment of the international economic system.
Therefore the complete revision of the existing order and the establishment of a
new set of international economic relationships based on the equality and common
interests of all countries are the most important and urgent tasks which are to be
accomplished. In this connexion, a comprehensive assessment of Chapters IX and X
of the Charter, with a view to incorporate the new basic economic principles and to
bring about appropriate changes to the structure of the Economic and Social Council
commensurate with its new mandate and responsibilities is a positive step in this
direction and, indeed, should be given prior consideration.
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I now turn to the work of our Committee. My delegation believes that thereport of the Ad Hoc Committee should, in an objective and judicious way, reflectthe main trends of views expressed during the session. It should also containrecommendations to the General Assembly to continue the work of the Ad HocCommittee and a method of work for the next session.

As to the establishment of a working group, my delegation, in principle, hasa sympathetic view, but with regard to the nature of the specific mandate, thetiming and the size of such a working group, we believe the question is to befurther discussed and evaluated.
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/Original: English!

On behalf of the Italian delegation I would like to develop some reflections
of a general character about the tasks which our Committee faces.

We are here following a resolution of the General Assembly~

resolution 3349 (XXIX)~ adopted last year. It is a resolution adopted after
a majority vote - but it was a rather large ma.jority; it ended a year-long
debate in the General Assembly about the opportunity of starting a comprehensive
review of the functioning of the United Nations and of the present status of
the Charter.

Dissatisfaction with many aspects of the functioning of the United Nations,
as well as the necessity of bringing some of the provisions of the Charter
up to date ~ after so many years of experience - some positive ~ some ••• less
positive - have been voiced for a long time.

Already on the occasion of the replies given to the Secretariat with regard
to the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Organization~ some
Governments, Italy among them~ raised this ~uestion. The number of voices
asking for general reflection on the present state of the United Nations has
thereafter increased year by year.

On the other hand~ initiatives limited to certain fields are going on. We
can mention the activities of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations~

or the extremely useful and stimulating work done by a group of ~ualified experts,
created, following a resolution of the General Assembly, for the study of 'a new
United Nations structure in the field of international economic co-operation.
The suggestions of this group will ne discusseda~ the forthcoming special session
of the General Assembly. They imply changes in the functioning of the Organization
which could lead also to amendments of the Charter, especially with regard to the
Economic and Social Council.

The long debate terminated last year concerning the best ways of enhancing
the role of the International Court of Justice can also be mentioned. Suggestions
and information gathered on the occasion represent an important contribution also
vis-a-vis topics which relate to the core of the United Nations system.

Finally, it has to be pointed out that in the course of the years a large
number of documents, while not in any way altering the Charter~ have nevertheless
influenced the practice of the Organization at every level. This can be said of
the many declarations relating to decolonization, from the famous General Assembly
resolution 15].4 (XV) on the granting of independence to colonial countries and
peoples, onwards; or of the DeClaration on Friendly Relations; or of the
definition of aggression. It is without doubt that those declarations which have
behind them the generalized consensus of the Members of the Organization are vested
with a high moral value so that they can de facto orient the practice in the
interpretation and the application of the rules of the Charter.
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These simple remarks seem to be enough for justifying a work of general
review whose purpose would be the rationalization of the suggestions coming from
so many and multifari~us experiences.

The Charter is 30 years old. Thirty years of a strong dynamism in
international relations, where crises, even major ones, have occurred. But none
of these crises has led to such a breakdown in international relations as to
indicate that the Charter had dramatically failed in the achievement of its main~

fundamental goals. From this point of view we can say that despite the
weaknesses of the United Nations system, notwithstanding the short-eomings which
all the Member States, on one occasion or another, have complained of, despite the
possibility of abuses in the application of its rules, all this given, the Charter
has nevertheless proved to be a crucial bUlwark in the defence of peace. This is
certainly a sign of the wisdom of its framers and the strength of its basis
principles. And this is the very reason why such principles must be strictly
preserved~ without modifications~ whose only effect would be to diminish their
scope and to damage the foundations of the system.

When I speak of basic principles I refer not only to the general behavioural
rules as they are expressed in Article 2 of the Charter~ I refer also to the basic
rules concerning the structure of the Organization. It would be extremely grave,
indeed, to try to alter the relationships between the major organs of the
United Nations, the General Assembly and the Security Council, to modify their
respective fields of competence, to change the fundamental structure of these
organs. In particular, we believe that even tod~ the defence of peace and of
international security urgently demands that every decisive action in this field
should be based on the consent of those five major Powers to which the Charter
confers a special position in the voting in the Council. Unanimity of the five
permanent members of the Security Council, that is to say the necessity of finding
a consensus and a peaceful co-operation among this group of States, is, in the
opinion of the Italian delegation, a basic value which has to be kept very firmly
in the current age, being founded as it is on important historical, political and
ideological factors. Every attempt to impair this principle, every decision aimed
at limiting the so-called veto power of the five permanent members of the Security
Council, would render a reform of the system both utopic and extremely dangerous.

But if this is true, it is also true, that several rules written in the Charter
are overcome by the practice of the Organization. There are not only those rules
which are dictated with reference to the post-war situation when the victors were
opposed to the losers. There are also other rules. So, to give just an example,
What can we say about that timid reference, contained in Article 73, to the duty
of giving "information" about Non-Self-Governing Territories?

I ask myself Who, in the United Nations today, would be prepared to assert that
the only obligation incumbent upon States who still exercise colonial domination
consists in the delivery of information about Non-Belf-Governing Territories?

On the other hand, there are fields which, even being taken into consideration
by the Charter, have tremendously expanded, perhaps just because of the soundness
of the general framework of the United Nations system. In those ~ields, new and
more articulated needs are insu~ficientlymet by the rules o~ the Charter. I refer,
in particular, to economic and social co-operation as well as to the field of
international protection of human rights. The steady broadening of these domains
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makes it useful to verify whether the actual situation~ with the linkage to the
Economic and Social COlli1til, is still the most adequate~ or whether~ on the

'contrary, it would be better to give autonomy within the Charter to the problems
of human rights vis-a-vis the problems of world economic development.

':'.. , .•..

In this framework it is certainly important to reconsider~ once agaill, the
role that, in the activities of the Organization, can be assigned to an institution
which, according to its rules, is independent of the parties in dispute: the
International Court of Justice. Enhancing the role of the Court is a leit-motiv
of the policy of my delegation, which has always been of the opinion that the
United Nations system does not make sufficient use of the possibilities offered
by the existence of the International Court of Justice. In particular, we think
that very much could be done at the level of consultative activity of the Court.
Of course we ought to study very carefully the most appropriate procedures for
taking into due account the legitimate interests of all the groups of States, so
different with respect to their political creeds, their historic traditions, their
geographical positions, and so on.

But these are not the only actual short-eomings of the system. All the
observers of the United Nations reality have had the opportunity to see, in recent
years~ how the current organization of the peace-keeping system reacts in an
overly slow and hampered way even to minor and geographically-limited cri3es,
The conciliatory procedures du not always function in a proper manner and the
consequence is that the work of narrowing differences and the search for a
solution acceptable to all the parties are extremely difficult. Even the
interposition of the Organization between States in dispute is often impossible
and it very frequently happens that the Organization also loses the possibility
of clarifYing the real issues at stake~ thus failing to accomplish a task which is
preliminary to the search for any solution. From this point of view~ an
improvement of the patterns for the peaceful settlement of disputes, a broadening~

if I may express myself in this way~ of the ideas enshrined in Chapter VI of the
Charter, seems to be useful. It does not require altering basic principles or the
competences of the United Nations organs.

To these last remarks is linked, on the other hand, the question of the
peace-keeping system and the improvement of its procedures, of course under the
authority of the Security Council.
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I could add other examples. But those already mentioned suffice to justifY
an effort of thorough study and rethinking, such as that which our Committee is
asked to do. A general review, in other words, of 30 years of the life of the
Organization.

that
With regard to many of the short-comings which are so commonly admitted~ it is

not necessarily true that the only possible cure is the amendment of rules written
in the Charter.
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As P" 1"lat-:'er of fact ~ much can be done by improving procedural rules of the
varlous ,:Jr'~ans, or in general by reassessir1g the practice of the Organization. To
be sure~ it is not by chance that the General Assembly requested the Secretariat
to prepare a document where the different aspects of the pra~tice followed so far
are expressed. This is a document which~ together with that digesting the
positions of the Member States about the review of the United Nations Charter,
must be stUdied very carefully and in a quite objective way as a starting point for
the work of our Committee.
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Amending, if necessary, the rules of procedure and the practice of the
Organization is, on the other hand, a precise su~gestion which can be found in
paragraph 1 (c) of resolution 3349 (XXIX), where the mandate of our Committee is
found. Now, it is evident that, if proper results can re reached through an action
which does not imply an amendment of the Charter, this method should be preferred.
Such a method allows achievements in a shorter p~riod of time, as it does not
require the long ffi1d uncertain process of ratifications. On the other hand, it
proves to be more flexible in the solutions proposed, which can be confronted with
the coming ev~nts and perhaps reassessed again according to practical experience.

The review to be made from this point of view has to be an ample one. In the
opinion of the Italian delegation, it has to deal particularly with the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly where the situation today is far from
satisfactory. Too many resolutions are carried out, according to the current
practice, with the concurring vote of too small a group of States, many ~embers

of the General Assembly abstaining or not participating in the vote. And this
situation very much prejudices the credibility of the General Assembly. Even if
it is true that General Assembly resolutions do not have a binding force on the
Member States of the Organization, it is also true that more careful and patient
search for generalized consensus at the Assembly level, a more open-minded approach
to the legitimate demands of the minority, could help the adoption of resolutions 
perhaps less numerous and shorter - which could be endowed with a higher degree of
political achievability.

The Italian delegation does not deem it useful at this preliminary stage of
our work to go into details of specific proposals. On the other hand, the
Italian Government has had the opportunity, on many occasions, to express its ideas
about changes which it would be wise to introduce in the United Nations system.
And I must add, in this context, that pursuant to operative paragraph 2 of
resolution 3349 (XXIX) we have delivered today to the United Nations Secretariat
a new statement of our official position. Anyway, we ,rill have other occasions
to express our views in the course of the work of this Committee. And we reserve,
therefore, the right to introduce at the proper time specific proposals, or to
support proposals made by other delegations. What is important now, in this phase
of our meetings, is to fix very precisely the metr.')d of our work.

First of all, the Committee should not, in our opinion, assume a hasty
attitUde. Solutions not studied with sufficient care and consideration can do more
harm than good. Moreover, they can hardly meet generalized consensus, which the
United Nations, whose political philosophy has to be above all the search for
unifying elements, is expected to promote. The experience of other Committees, for
example that on the Definition of Aggression, has to be a guide to show us how it
is possible, with patience and sincere goodwill, to reach generally acceptable
solutions even on problems where the starting positions seemed quite irreconcilable.

This means, in the opinion of the Italian delegation, that this first session
of the Ad Hoc Committee should be essentially devoted to framing the general
guidelines of the Committee's work in view of the future sessions.

On the basis of the most valuable documents prepared by the Secretariat, we
have to do a sort of inventory of the problems which deserve attention. And we
have to put the various issues in an order Which can ensure the coherency of our
work, but which could also permit us to start with the study of those reforms on

-51-

..

['/
i"



J

,
i
I
I
J
I

)
~

J
I

'~lich a more seneralized consensus is easier to arrive at. On the other hand we
have to consider, as I have already pointed out, whether results can be achieved
without modifyinS the Charter but only by amending the rules of procedure and/or
the practice of the Organization.

It is only when this preliminary work has ended that examination of specific
proposals for chanse can be started with serious prospects of fruitful aChievements.

This is said not in order to unduly prolong the work of our Committee, but to
avoid both the risk of running into irreconcilable positions and the risk of turning
our discussions into a useless academic exercise.
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/Original: English/

It is well known th~t the Government of Japan has lcng emphasized the need
to review the Charter. My delegation was one of the sponsors of the resolution
to establish this Committee, which was adopted by the General Assembly last year
with the support of the overwhelming majority of the Member States of the United
Nations. The basic thinking of our Government and some specific proposals which
our Government made in connexion with the review of the Charter are contained in
the observations 0: the Japanese Gcvernment communicated to the Secretary-General
in 1972, reproduced in document A/8746. But I nevertheless co~sider it appropriate
to expound, at this stage of the work of the Ad Hoc Committee, the basic position
of my delegation with regard to the task we now have before us, namely the review
of the United Nations Charter.

Our conviction that the Charter should be reviewed stems from our belief that
in today's interdependent world, with weapons of mass destruction threatening the
survival of mankind, the United Nations should be strengthened. Our stand in
favour of reviewing the Charter and, with it, the functioning of the United
Nations, arises from our commitment and allegiance to the purposes and principles
of the Charter, which are dear to the Japanese people who feel most deeply the
sentiment of "never again" and who, in their Constitution, have explicitly
renounced the use of force as an instrumen~ to solve international disputes. I
would like to make it clear at the outset that we are :;.ot advocating any change
in the purposes and principles of the Charter. We are urging that the Organization
be strengthened so that it can give these purposes and principles real substance.

Thirty years have now passed since the signing of the Charter. During these
30 years the United Nations and the world Which it reflects and in which it
functions have undergone vast changes.

First of all, the expansion of the United Nations from an Organization of
51 Member States to one of 138 Member States has been accompanied by an important
change in the character of the Organization. The new Members who joined the
United Nations after 1945 are of two main categories: liberated colonial
Territories, and the so-called "enemy States" of the Second World War. The
admission of these two categories of States has made the United Nations a universal
Organization, not one whose main roots are in Europe and the western hemisphere.
And an aspect of the United Nations as an alliance against some of the members of
the international community has lost its relevancy.

Secondly, the world which the United Nations reflects and in which it
functions has become increasingly interdependent. Today not only are peace and
security indivisible, but the problems of economic development, inflation,
environment and resources, which have become matters of global concern, require
global solutions in the framew·ork of the United Nations. In this interdependent
world the relevancy of the United Nations to world problems is increasing, not
diminishing. These two factors, the universalization of the United Nations and
the expansion of the relevancy of the United Nations to the world problems,
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necessitate the adaptation of the United Nations to the new situation and
demonstrate the need for added strength for the Organization, without which the
United Nations may be bound to failure.

This year we are celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of the United Nations,
and it is indeed opportune for us to reflect on the achievements of the
Organization and the reasons for its short-comings. The Government of Japan is
mindful of what the United Nations has achieved, despite the inescapable
limitations imposed upon it by t.he fact that it functions, not as a world
government, but as an Organization in a world of nation-States. But our
Government is compelled to admit that the United Nations has not fully satisfied
the hopes and expectations held for it by mankind. In spite of the recent
developments increasing the relevancy of the United Nations, the Organization
has not always functioned during these 30 years as it was meant to. There were
special circumstances, each of its own kind, on every occasion when the
Organ';.zation failed to be true to itself. There are cases in which certain
Member States disregarded the obligations contained in the Charter, and there
are cases in which the United Nations was simply by-passed by some Member States
even when it could have been utilized effectively for the solution of their
problems.

In the view of my delegation, there is an interaction between the behaviour
of t.he Member States and the effectiveness of the United Nations itself whif'!h
could become a vicious circle, leading to the weakening of the United Nations.
A United Nations which functions improperly and ineffectively would discourage
States to look to or rely on the Organization for the solution of their problems,
and this would further lead to a weak and unreliable United Nations o My
deleg~tion believes it necessary to prevent this from happening and to strengthen
the United Nations as a reliable instrument for peace, justice and progress.

Those who are opposed to a review of the Charter have said that if the
Member S....:;ates strictly complied with the provisions of the Charter, the United
Nations would achieve much more, and hence there is nothing wrong with the
Charter. My delegation does not share this rather one-sided view. While we
admit the need to urge Member States to comply with their obligations contained
in the Charter, my delegation believes that the Charter of the United Nations
is much n::.ore than a simple contractual treaty. It is the constitution of the
Organization called the United Nations.

These two aspects of the Charter, that is, an aspec;t of the 'CbartE'r
establishing the contractual obligations of the Member State~ ~nd another aspect
of it, which organizes and structures the Security Council, the General Assembly
and other organs, should be taken into account when discussing the need to
review the Charter.

As far as the provisions establishing the obligations of a Member State are
concerned, it is useful and meaningful to stress the need for Member Sta~es to
comply with them; but as far as the provisions which organize and structure the
General Assembly, the Security Council and other organs of the United Nations
are concerned, the call for the compliance vTith them is simply the call for the
status quo of the organizational structure, created 30 years ago. While my
delegation does not favour a dlastic change in the I;resent structl,re of various
organs of the United Nations or in their relations with each other, it believes
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it necessary for Member States to review them in order to enhance the effectiveness
of the United Nations and to ascertain whether or not the Organization is
consistent with today's world reality.

Having stated the basic position of my Government, I should like to turn to
the more concrete problems facing this session of our Ad Hoc Committee. This
Committee was established pursuant to General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX),
which gave this ComnD.ttee very widely-phrased terms of reference. The task which
the Committee faces is broad and far-reaching. I agree with the Italian
delega.tion which characterized our task as "a general review of 30 years of life
of the United Nati,ons n • To tackle this broad and far-reaching task 1 it is
essential to organize our work well.

In the view of my delegation, the first session of this Ad Hoc Committee
might as well be devoted to the organization of our work, which is not an easy
task in itself. In order to do this, my delega.tion believes that it is necessary,
first of all, to identify the areas of the United Nations activities in which
Member States have found short-eomings. These areas may include, in the view of
my delegation, the peaceful settlement of disputes including the role of the
International Court o~ Justice, peace-keeping operations, the decision-making
process in the General Assembly and in the Security Council, functioning of the
United Nations in the economic and social fields and others. Except in the case
of some obsolete clauses in the Charter, we cannot know a priori whether the
remedies we should propose in these problem areas will involve a Charter
amendment or not. Therefore, my delegation believes that the approach to identify,
first of all, the problem areas, then to discuss them one by one, or in conjunction
with others in depth and to decide on the most appropriate remedies to the problem,
which mayor may not require a Charter amendment, would be most productive.

In the view of my delegation, the slow pace of the work of our Committee is
due not to the apathy of various delegations, but to the broad and far-reaching
character of our task and to the lack of a good method of work essential for it.

Lastly, my delegation should like to see this Committee working, not in an
atmosphere of confrontation, but in one of accommodation. Member States of the
United Nations should have a sound 'interest in the work of this Committee, which
is to deal with the functioning of the United Nations in general with a view to
amending, if necessary, the basic constitutional document of our Organization
and which, as such, has a great potentiality. This potentiality of our Committee
should be utilized for the good of our Organization, for peace, justice and
progress in the world. It can be so utilized if we proceed with care and in the
spirit of accommodation.
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My delegation wishes to take this opportunity to reaffirm its faith in the
purposes and principles of the Charter and at the same time restate its position
with regard to the proposed review of the Charter. Our position has been that
'such -review is made absolutely necessary in view of the changed internatiolli::l..l
situation since the Charter came into force on 24 October 1945.

, .
It is abundantly clear that the majority of States are in favour of

recommending that a review of the Charter should be undertaken. The reasons for
doing so are not far to seek. The international community itself has undergone
tremendous changes, both in attitudes and status, since the Charter came into
force, which make it necessary to review the practice of States with respect to
the principles enunciated in it. It is to be observed that the basic attitudes
of States towards the Charter are still those that were considered at the time the
Charter was established, that is to say, an undertaking by the States concerned to
save mankind from the scourge of war and to reaffirm the international community's
faith in fundamental human rights and the maintenance of international peace and
security through justice.

It is therefore through the proposed review of the Charter that it is hoped
the international community would be afforded time to re-examine the provisions
thereof in order to discover whether or not any of them are still valid to this
day or whether a change in any of those provisions is desirable. In doing so,
the same good faith that has prevailed since the establishment of the Charter some
30 years ago would be applicable to any such re-examination of the provisions of
the Charter. If there was any delicate balance with which the Charter was
originally enjoyed, this too would be examined with a view to adapting it to the
changed circumstances. The proposed revision of the Charter is, therefore, a
matter for discussion, negotiation and agreement. It is not the intention of
the sponsors of the resolution to impose their will on others, but it is their
in.tention that, given goodvTill and understanding, the r.eview should be undertaken
without much difficulty.

It is with this in view that my delegation, together with others, has put
forward certain suggestions for consideration in connexion with the review of the
Charter. Already certain provisions of the Charter have been amended, chiefly to
reflect the changed international situation since it came into operation. It is
precisely for the same reasons which motivated this change that the review of the
Charter is being urged in order to modernize it. Accordingly, certain proposals
have been put forward for consideration in this regard. The mandate of the Ad Hoc ' •
Committee should therefore be extended to facilitate the consideration of the
specific proposals.
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{Original: Spanish/

On this occasion the Mexican delegation would like to make some preliminary
remarks concerning the important work of the Committee. It is undeniable, and we
wish to take this opportunity to repeat it now, that for my country, the fundamental
task facing the United Nations is to close the gap between the Charter and the
political will of States to comply with its fundamental purposes and principles.

It should be recognized that the mandate established by the General Assembly
in resolution 3349 (XXIX) is the broadest that could have been expected and will
make it possible not only to examine proposals on the review of the United Nations
Charter, but also, as specifically stated in paragraph 1 (b), to consider any
specific proposals that Governments may make with a view to enhancing the ability
of the United Nations to achieve its purposes. Following a careful study of the
observations included in the documents circulated by the Secretariat, my delegation
draws the following general conclusions.

None of the countries which offered their Observations in those documents wishes
to appear as being against reform. At the same time, however, very few consider a
general review of the United Nations Charter feasible at this time. With the
possible exception of the Philippines, Colombia and Zambia, very few States making
concrete observati~ns offered specific suggestions as to how to amend the
constituent Charter of this Organization.

It should not be forgotten that it was possible to adopt the United Nations
Charter in 1945 - and this is a historical phenomenon - because the international
community was still experiencing the trauma of the Second World War, and that, if
it is agreed that it is a matter of necessity and priority to review the United
Nations Charter, and I attach special meaning to the word Ilreview;', the following
pitfalls must be taken into account.

Firstly, to attempt to amend tpe Charter might merely increase the
differences which exist in practice among Member States, and it is frankly difficult
to believe that at this moment, when we hear references to ildetente", a significant
agreement can be reached on some of the key Articles of the Charter.

Secondly, in Mexico's view the fact of the matter is that the differences
which divide us are the product of differences in the policies of sovereign States,
and not of defects of this Organization. Thirdly, the United Nations Charter is
a dynamic document and it has been possible to keep it up to date through a clear
and important process of interpretation. Fourthly, to add a historical element,
if we bear in mind that it was the introduction of the right to cast a veto in the
Security Council and the concentration, of authority in this organ with respect to
the others that prompted the small countries to insist in San Francisco on .
including the possibility of reviewing the United Nations Charter, the fact is that
the situation has changed and does not appear as urgent now that the review "is being
carried out.

Furthermore, we cannot fail to recognize that there are Articles in the Charter
which must be deleted or brought up to date. I should like first of all to refer
to the structural changes which do not require an amendment to the United Nations
Charter. Before indicating speci fically what changes or ideas might be considered
in this regard, I would recall that ever since 1945, various methods to sustain the

-57-



j

'y
we
lental

'.

,ly
.1
ons

.ty
le
,tion

wishes
~r a

:ing

lS

lal
if
l
.ng

~icult

.cant

Ltes,
.s
~ar

,,
the
to

that
being

larter
'er
ms
~red

l the

dynamic nature of the Charter have been employed. The first is the method of
"non-applicationil of certain Articles of the Charter, for example, Article 43,
Article 106 and Article 23, paragraph (1). In Article 23, paragraph (1) - and I
believe this has already been mentioned by another speaker - two criteria for the
election of the members of the Security Council are established, whereas in reality
only one of those criteria has been applied, namely equitable geographical
distribution • The"contributions ••• to the maintenance of international peace and
security" element has never been applied in the election of members of the Security
Council. Another method is the ilinterpretation" of one or more Articles of the
Charter, the most obvious and important of these Ut.'1doubtedly being that applied to
Chapter XII of the United Nations Charter. If there is one Chapte~ which must be
amended as a matter of priority, it is Chapter XII. I 'also believe that the Chapte~

on economic and social principles could be brought up to date with a series of
elements approved up to nOw by the international community. I shall not refer
solely to changes which the process of ilinterpretation" has wrought as concerns the
structural aspects of the United Nations Charter, but shall also include the
fundamental principles which govern our Orgill1ization, and I cannot fail to mention
the adoption of the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations. In 1964, when the process that culminated in the adoption of
that Declaration began, a meeting of the Special Committee was held in Mexico. At
that meeting, one of the two super-Powers, which certainly is represented here,
denied the existence of the principle of non-intervention by a State in the affairs
of another State. That country considered that there was such a thing as
non-::'ntervention by the United Naticns in the affairs of States, but no such thing
as the prohibition against a State intervening in the affairs of another State. If
we interpret the scope of that Declaration modestly, it can be confirmed that, now
that that important process has been completed, there is no State, including the
great Power~o which I referred, that does not accept that the Charter specifically
prohiblts intervention by a State in the affairs of another State. These are some,
but not all, of the examples which can be cited in connexion with that process •

The Secretary··General of che United Nations has submitted an interesting report
of a Group of Experts which will be considered at the seventh special session,
entitled A New United Nations Structure for Global Economic Co-operation. Frankly,
my country has many observations and objections to make with regard to this report •
However, it does provide us with guidelines as to the type of suggestions, amendments
and modifications which could be considered under what I would call tee subheading of
suggestions which do not constitute amendments to the United Nations Charter.

Furthermore, there are Articles in the United Nations Charter which require
amendment. My country, which has made itself quite clear on this issue, has made
specific proposals and I refer here to document A/9143, in which Mexico makes some
specific observ~tions c~ncerning the composition and powers of the membership of the
Security Counci.J... The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Mexico, speaking in the
general debate at the 2050th plenary meeting of the General Assembly on.
3 October 1972, expressed the conviction that the participation of the third world in
the United Nations system of collective security should be improved and
institutionalized and to that end proposed that the third world should be given
permanent representation on the Security Council, enjoying the same powers as the
five permanent members.
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That proposal remains valid; I believe it falls within the bounds of our
discussion and the!'~ are now other delegations which have made comments thereon.
Mexico has no specific and clear idea about the kind of changes required to achieve
this obj':?ctive, but I believe that it is very important that, when we come to
consider amendments to the United Nations Charter, we should be able to examine this
suggestion together with other very important proposals made thus far .

What could this Committee achieve at its first session? Firstly, I believe it
is very impo1'\~.ant that there should be general agreement among the parti cipants that
this Corr~ittee should meet again next year, and my delegation will reject any
suggestion to the effect that the Committee has accomplished its mandate by drawing
up a list of the proposals submitted. That was not at all the intention of the
Assembly's mandate, at least not that of the Mexican delegation, when it voted in
favour of establishing the Committee.

Secondly, we should establish some kind of priority for the work to be done in
the future. I must confess that without having had the chance to speak to many
delegations, I do not know what the general feeling is regarding the establishment
of such priorities by the Committee. Obviously it is not essential; the priorities
can be established by the General Assembly of the United Nations when it considers
the report to be submitted to it by this subsidiary organ. But it might perhaps be
advisable to giVE: the General Assembly some guidance concerning the kind of
priorities which could be established. In my delegation's opinion, it should be
made very clear in estn.blishirlp'; such priorities, that we must give a certain force
to the arguments of those who believe that our Organization should be brought up to
date, w:~thout changes to its constituent Charter. B'd, at the same time, we cannot
accept either the implication or the statement that the Charter is a ilsacredll
instrument. The Charter, in my delegation 1 s opinion, must be brought up to date,
but this can be done through a slow and careful process which will not create
greater confrontation than already exists, and through a process of negotiation
which the Chairman of this Committee and a group of representatives could very well
lead. I believe, for example, that there are certain provisions of the United
Nations Charter which frankly should be deleted. Mexico has always been against
losing time in United Nations commi~tees, a position with which I am sure you will
all agree, and feels that in addition to suggesting certain priorities to the
General Assembly the Committee could submit a specific suggestion for the deletion
of one or two provisions which every one here, or the large majority, believes to
be obsolete. I was greatly surprised to find that there was no consensus on
deleting the provision referring to Iienemy States il

, particularly after the
adoption of the important Helsinki Declaration, which is a fundamental step towards
the legal consolidation of peaceful coexistence .

Mexico's suggestion consists - arLd here I am concluding my delegation's
preliminary remarks on the Committee's work - in establishing certain priorities
which this Committee recommends, without excluding the possibility of also
recommending to the General Assembly that one or two totally obsolete provisions
be deleted from the Charter. In this way, we would be confirming the following
basic thesis:

(a) The Charter should be amended as the large majority of countries agreed
during the last Assembly;

r
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(b) Although it is true that we must amend the Charter, it should be done by
a slow and careful process, so as to avoid unnecessary confrontation, since what we
are trying to achieve is th.e updating of the basis of relations between States and;

(c) Amendments to the Charter are not the only structural problem with which
we are faced, since there are innumerable changes concerning the work of the
Organization which can be made without altering the Charter of the United Nations.

In this context, special consideration might perhaps be given to what we call
ilA New United Nations Structure for Global Economic Co-operationH • The most
important point in this study, which we have analysed with great care, is that the
Economic and Social Council should regain the function of a co-ordinating body
accorded to it in the United Nations Charter. No change in tne United Nations
Charter is required for that purpose.

I believe that we could begin there. Now, how should we set about these two
very specific and clear tasks which the Committee has before it? In the Mexican
delegation I s view', two sub-committees could be set up. I have already heard the
view expressed that, once we finish our general debate, we should proceed to draft
the report to the General Assembly. I would not be so pessimistic; I would say that
we could try setting up two sub-committees, one responsible for the structural
changes which do not call for amendments to the Charter, and the other responsible
for a very preliminary analysis of those specific amendments to the Charter
suggested by countries represented here or the observations contained in the
documents we all have before us. Only from such a careful and detailed analysis in
a smaller and more informal forum will we be able to ascertain our potential for
success. In the light of such action, the priorities for recommendation to the
General Assembly could be established and I repeat that I am not very convinced
that this Committee is obliged to suggest priorities to the General Assembly
concerning the work to be done next year. However, I do believe that it is
absolutely essential and fundamental that there should be a consensus to the effect
that this Committee has not completeu its work now and that it is only beginning
a task which can be of the greatest significance if it is handled with the
responsibility and care it deserves.
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In supporting the estab15.sbment of this Committee to review the Charter, the
New ZeaJ.and Government acknowledged the undoubted fact that a substantial number of
United Nations Members clearly considered such a review to be timely and necessary.

The Charter has now been in existence for 30 years. Fifty-one States were
founding Membersl of the United Nations. There are now 138 Members, and before the
year is out the tote~ may be something like 145. Thus little more than a third of
the present membership had a voice in drawing up the cOllstitution of the most
important international Organization to which any of us can belong.

This, in itself, seemed to us sufficient reason for supporting what was clearly
the desire of the majority for Charter review. It should not be assumed that, in
taking this position, New Zealand saw a need for a top-to-bottom revision of the
Charter. Neither, on the other Illmd, do we consider that it should be treated as
sacrosanct. Specific provision is made in the Charter for its amendmen"c, and,
be it noted, for its review by a general conference. Several useful and necessary
amendments have already been adopted. New Zealand was from the beginning strongly
c:dticaJ. of certain provisions of the Charter, especially the unanimity rule and
the indefensibly wide scope of its application. But leaving aside this basic
defect, which was included ir;t the Charter on the faulty premise that the permanent
members of the Security Council would carrJ forward their war-time alliance in a
joint endeavour to preserve the peace, it is our view that the Charter has stood
the test of time surprisingly well.

It is certainly true that as a consequence of the basic defect in the voti.ng
procedure of the Security Council, to which I have referred, and of the great
Power rivalry which caused the cold war, the enforcement machinery envisaged in
Chapter VII has never been established. The Military Staff Committee meets
regularly, secretly, and presumably harmoniously - surely the most underemployed
military organization of all time - put no forces have been placed at its disposaJ..
Nevertheless, a substitute form of peace-keeping machinery has developed, in which
the armed forces of the permanent members play no part, and this has proved in a
number of situations, and within certain limitations, to offer a very effective
means of dampening tensions, and of reducing the chances of an outbreak or
resumption of hostilities.

Would an amendment to the Charter be helpful in regularizing the organization
and financing of peace-keeping forces? Interesting suggestions have been made by,
among others, the Governments of Colombia and Italy. The concept of a permanent
peace-keeping force, or at least of a permanent staff for the planning and direction
of peace-keeping operations, with perhaps the nucleus of a permanent field force,
deserves further study. Provisions which ensured a more equitable sharing of the
burden of providing forces for peace-keeping purposes, de-emphasizing as far as
possible the national character of peace-keeping contingents, might also remove
obstacles which exist at present to improving the effectiveness of peace-keeping
operations.

My Government does not, however, consider it essential to seek amendments to
the Charter where an equally efficacious reform or innovation can be secured by
some less cumbersome means. It may vTell be that substantial improvements in the
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present arrangements for the prov~s~on of peace-keeping forces could be equally
well achieved by decisions of the Security Cotmcil or the General Assembly. This
observation relates not only to the question of peace keeping, but to other matters
which I shall mention in the course of this statement. Only a thorough-going
review of the kind on which we have now embarked, however, can determine whether
a particular change or improvement requires a constitutional amer:dment, or for that
matter whether there is the necessary support from Governments to justify an attempt
to make that change.

There appears to be widespread sentiment in favour of reviewing the present
provision concerning the admission of new Members. Most Members, we believe~

support the principle of universality. The condition that an applicant must be
"peace-loving" is a highly subjective one, and there is room for widely divergent
opinions about the IIpeace-lovingnessil of particular applicants - or, for that
matter, of some States that are already Members.

In my Government's view, membership of the United Nations should be regarded
primarily as a duty. Membership should be subject only to the criteria of
statehood generally accepted in international law. While it might have been
desirable at an earlier stage to establish limits of population size for United
Nations membership, or perhaps to establish a form of associate membership for
micro-States , it does not seem to be practicabl~ at this stage, when a number of
very small States have already been admitted to membership of the United Nations
ana associated agencies, to attempt to institute restrictive rules.

If the criterion for admission were to be the simple and objective one of
independent statehood, there would seem to be little justification for retaining
the present voting procedure for the admission of new Members. The present
procedure, which makes it possible for a permanent member of the Security Council
to veto an applicant for any number of extraneous reasons, has led to many
abuses. In the past a number of well-qualified applicants, including some members
of this Committee, were denied admission for many years. My Government would
therefore favour a change in Article 4, paragraph 2, of the Charter which would
make admission of a new Member subject only to a two-thirds majority vote in the
Security Council and the General Assembly.

The philosophy of universality, in my Government's view, is opposed to the
tendency which has lately become evident to invoke the expulsion provision in
Article 6 of the Charter. My Government, as I have said, attaches first importance
to the legal and moral obligations which a Member of the United Nations assumes.
Expulsion deprives a State of its rights as a United Nations Member, but it also
relieves it of its obligation~.

In my Government I s view, the Charter is at present defective in that it
provides that a Member may be suspended from the exercise of the rights and
privileges of membership only in a situation where it has had preventive or
enforcement action taken against it by the Security Council, and that the only
penalty provided for in the case of violation of the Charter is expulsion. It
seems to us that it would be more logical and appropriate to provide for a variety
of sanctions against a Member which violates the Charter, up to and including
suspension from the exercise of some or all of the rights and privileges of
membership, but not from the obligations of membership. Since we are not in favour
of relieving an erring Member of the obligations of membership, it follows that we
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would regard expulsion as a punitive measure which ideally should never be
resorted to. Provided that other sanctions for violation of the Charter could be
introduced, including suspension from the rights and privileges of membership,
we would in fact regard the expulsion provision as unnecessary.

I emphasize that this comment does not apply to the Charter as it is, but to
the Charter as we would like to see it. we do not underestimate the difficulties
of securing change, particularly in an area such as this where tbe voting
procedure for the imposition of punitive measures is a matter of special
difficulty and importance. Again, as in the case of the admission of new Members,
we do not regard the unanimity rule as appropriate in cases involving measures up
to and including suspension of rights and privileges. We agree that there should
be a requirement for a specially qualified majority to avoid ill-considered or
hasty action against an unpopular Member: perhaps the same majority that we have
suggested in the case of admissions, e.g. two thirds in both the Security Council
and the General Assembly.

I appreciate that in ra~slng these particular instances where, in our view,
a change in the present voting procedure would be desirable, we have touched on the
most sensitive issue in the whole area of Charter review, and the one that has
provoked the most opposition to the Assembly's undertaking any review at all: i. e.
the privileged voting position of the permanent members of the Security Council,
and the role Which was envisaged for them by the authors of the Charter.

My delegation would not be so unrealistic as to suggest that the unanimity rule
should be abolished, and indeed we readily concede that it may not be without value
as a brake on hasty decisions by a majority which is not necessarily always
responsible. There is in fact no danger that the privileges a.nd powers of the
permanent members will be diminished against their will, since-the unanimity rule
applies also to the amendment process itself. What we would hope for is the
voluntary recognition by the permanent members that there are questions, such as
those which I have already mentioned, where there is little or no justification
for the application of the unanimity rule, which was clearl:.y intended as a
safeguard in regard to major issues-affecting international peace and security.
If amendment of the Charter in some of these areas is regarded as too ambitious~

there is still the possibility of a gentleman's agreement among the permanent
members not to invoke the unanimity rule on certain questions. There has, for
many years, been an invaluable convention that an abstention by a permanent member
do~s not invalidate a substantive decision of the Security Council, although a
strict construction of Article 27.3 might suggest otherwise. Similar conventions
might well be developed in other> areas. At the present time we would not be
expecially sanguine of early agreement by the permanent members on self-denying
ordinances of the kind we have been suggesting. But if, as we iudge,
dissatisfaction witb the present state of affairs grows and the movement for
comprehensive Charter review develops further momentum, the permanent members
might seriously consider this suggestion as a preferable alternative i from their
point of view, to opening the door to actual amendment of the Charter.

A further question is whether there should not be some change in the size
and composition of the Security Council. It is certainly arguable that there are
a number of Me.::nber States whose size, population, economic strength and general
capacity .and willingness to play a leading ~ole in the United Nations is
comparable with thC:i.t of some of the present permanent members of the Securi'ty
Council, and that such countries have a reasonable case for argument in favour of
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extending the privileges of permanent membership to a larger number than the
present five. It is true that the present permanent members are the only known
nuclear-weapon States, but this does not appear to us to constitute an adequate
claim to a special status. However, in view of our general policy of seeking to
limit the scope of application of the unanimity rule to the minimum, we would not
favour extending the privileges of permanent membership beyond the present five.
Nor would we favour a category of semi-permanent members, which would impair still
further the principle of sovereign equality which should remain the corner-stone
of the Charter. A case might be made for an increase in the size of the Council,
but for the present we do not regard it as a compelling one.

There are a nUID.ber of provisions of the Charter Which, with the passage of
time, have become out of date or redundant or have been outpaced by developments
in the attitude of the international community to the problems with which they deal.

Thirty years after the end of the Second World War it appears no longer
appropriate to retain references to enemy States, States Which are now Members of
the United Nations in good standing, in some cases leading Members. We would
favour removal of the references to enemy States in Article 53 and the deletion
of Chapter XVII, Transitional Security Arrangements.

The objectives of the Trusteeship System have been very largely achieved. It
should before long be possible to abolish the Trusteeship Council on the completion
of its task. It has been suggested that it might be transformed into a human
rights council, but the question of establishing new machinery in the human rights
field appears to us to be a quite separate question. We remain to be convinced
of the need for revamping the present Human Rights Commission, especially if, as
recommended by the Group of Experts set up under Assembly resolution 3343 (XXIX),
it is made directly responsible to the General Assembly •.

The provisions of Chapter XI of the Charter certainly no longer state with any
adequacy what the international community expects from Members which administer
Non-Self-Governing Territories. These expectations were cogently set out in the
Declaration on decolonization adopted in 1960. Events in this field have moved
wi"th such speed, however, that it is doubtful whether it is now necessary to
consider a major revision of Chapter XI. We shall, however, be ready to consider
carefully any proposals that may come forward in this regard.

There is clearly scope for wide-ranging structural reform in the field of
economic and social co-operation - perhaps more here than in any other area of
United Nations responsibility. But paradoxically the need for reform does not,
as we see it, require any significant amendment of the Charter. It is not our
wish to prejUdge the Assembly's consideration of the report of the committee of
experts on a new United :Nations structure for global economic co-operation, but
it is notable that the Group of Experts has found it possible to recommend a series
of important reforms which would not require amendment of the Charter. These include
the creation of a post of Directora.General for development and international
economic co-operation, second only to the Secretary-General himself; the
esta.blishment of a United Nations development authority, in which all technical
assistance and pre-investment activities would be consolidated; the reorganization
of the operation of the Econoihic and Social Council to give new emphasis to its
central role in global policy formulation and implementation; the abolition of a
number of subsidia.ry bodies; and a m~mber of consequential changes.
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The New Zealand Government is carefully considering these important ideas, and
would regard it as premature to take up major proposals for amendment of
Chapters IX and X of the Charter until the acceptability and practicability of
the proposals for change within the framework of the present text had been fully
tested. We do, indeed, attach as much importance to sUbparagraph (c) of the
first operative paragraph of resolution 3349 (XXIX) in which the terms of
reference of this Committee were defined, as we do to the other sUbparagraphs.
We are all the more anxious that this Committee should not neglect this aspect
of its work, because a sense of realism suggests to us that it is in this area that
early progress is more likely to be made. The attitudes of the permanent members
of the Security Council to the possibility of Charter amendment are not likely to
change overnight. As is so often the case, time and patience will be needed for
a consensus to emerge among the other Members of the Organization as to what
measure of reform, if any, they consider essential, and for that consensus to have
its due effect, as it must, on the attitudes of those permanent members who at
present oppose all change.
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/Original: English/

My delegation has, with considerable interest, read through the views of some
Governments as contained in document A/AC.175/L.2 (Parts I and 11) and the views
of the Secre·tary-General on the experience acquired in the application of the
provisions of the Charter with regard to the Secretariat, contained in document
A/AC.175/L.3 and Corr.l and Add.l. Going through the diverse views expressed by
the various Governments on the various Chapters and Articles of the United Nations
Charter, it would be naive for anybody to think that the task before this
Committee of 42 Member nations is an easy one. My delegation feels that the
burden on this Committee is no less heavy than that on the founding fathers of
this Organization when they met in San Francisco 30 years ago to give efficacy to
the United Nations Charter by signing it. The Committee's assignment as enumerated
in paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX) is no less important.
The General Assembly has, in good faith, entrusted to this Committee the uneasy
task of considering these suggestions already submitted and those that will be
made during the course of our current meetings regarding the review of the Charter
of the United Nations. To succeed in this arduous task, each member of the
Committee will have to forget narrow national interests and look at the issues and
suggestions before us in the context of what is good for the Organization in
particular and intern~tional relations in general. We should work for agreement
on issues over which there are indications of disagreement. We should let
goodwill, mutual confidence and compromise prevail. Without these our efforts
would be futile and we would let down the Organization which has entrustefl ilS with
this difficult but honourable task.

'My delegation has noted with concern the extreme position taken by some
Members of the Organization that the United Nations Charter is perfect and
therefore should not be made subject to review. This p~ ,icion contradicts the
spirit and letter of Article 109" paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Charter in which the
founding fathers of the Organiza~~on in their wisdom made provision for the review
and alteration of the Charter. By making such an important provision, the
founding fathers of the Organization demonstrated a remarkable foresight. The
provision is also a declaration of their intent not to regard the Charter of the
Organization as sacrosanct. They showed awareness of the fact that the world
situation will continue to change as the-world continues to mature.

It is 30 years since the United Natio:.~s Charter cat"Ue into effect. The world
situation has changed and continues to change. The membership of the Organization
has increased more than twofold and continues to increase. Former colonial
Territories have since become independent Member States of the Organization.
Common ideological and economic interests have united them into a third-world
force working side by side with the older States of East and West Europe in
interpreting the major political systems that have dominated international life
for as long as the Organization has existed. The aim has remained the same - the
search for a world order and international peace and security within the context
of the purposes and principles of the Charter, which have served us well.

The world power as it was then known has undergone changes. Today, enormous
power is concentrated in the hands of two Member States of the Organization. Some
Member States which were regarded as world Powers 30 years ago have since lost some
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of their powers to the point that their claim to world power ascendancy is
questioned in certain quarters. On the other hand, some entities unknown 30 years
ago have acquired some measure of power today to the point where they can now be
regarded legitimately as world Powers e

These are examples of some of the important changes that the world and our
Organization have gone through in the past 30 years. My delegation believes that
the Charter of the Organization should reflect these changes. We hold this view
believing that, given the circumstances of today, the founding fathers would have
produced a different Charter.

We support the views that the purposes and principles of the Organization
remain as valid today as they were 30 years ago. We support those who call for
the review of specific provisions of the Charter either because they are obsolete
or because they do not reflect the present world situation.

We have heard statements to the effect that the ills and failures of the
Organization should be blamed on the Organization itself and not on the Charter.
We find it difficult to understand the logic behind this statement. It is difficult
for us to separate the Organization from the Charter which regulates its functions.
We believe that with all the good intentions in the world, the Organization
cannot work well if its constitution is defective and unrealistic. It is our
view that the Charter is unrealistic of the present world order, an& in the
circumstances no amount of manipulations by the Organization can make it work
efficiently.

As for specific proposals, my delegation would like to reiterate some of my
Government's previously expressed positions on the principle of unanimity,
permanent membership and the size of the Security Council.

(a) Abolition of the veto. My Government believes that there is need to
consider amending Article 27, paragraph 3, so as to remove the veto power which
has proved a major hindrance to Sec~ity Council action and effectiveness.
However, we are aware of the provision of Article 108 of the Charter which requires
the concurrence of those who hold the veto powers in the Security Council in order
to effect any amendments to the present Charter.

In this connexion, the Nigerian delegation has taken note of the proposal of
our distinguished colleague from Sierra Leone who proposed that the five veto
powers be exercised on equitable geographical basis as it has been the long
standing practice in this Organization. One veto power should remain exercised
by Western Europe, Eastern Europe and Asia, respectively. The remaining two
positions should go to the two regional groups of Africa and Latin America which
had hitherto been kept out of the exerpise of this privilege. We support this wise
proposal in principle. However, in view of the effect of Article 108 on a proposal
like this, we propose that if the 'veto institution cannot be abolished, then the
privilege of veto should be extended ·to the two regional groups of Africa and
Latin America. This we believe will be an equitable and wise solution to the
problem of the veto.
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(b). Abolition of the permanent membership of the Security Council.
Article 23, paragraph 1, of the Charter established the system of permanent
membership of the Security Council reserved to five Member States which have
continued ever since to enjoy a privileged position of veto power under Article
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paragraph 3. As indicated earlier, the conditions prevalent at the time of the
designation of the five permanent members of the Security Council can no longer be
held to be the same at the present time. Furthermore, democratization of the
Organization as a whole should also apply to the Security Council.. We do not see
any need, in the present-day circu@stances, for any Member State to enjoy any
special privilege: all members of the Security Council should be on a
non-permanent basis.

This is another issue on which we hold different views from those who advocate
the retention of the permanent membership of the Security Council. 1>1e can agree
to retain permanent membership of the Council provided that the merii.bersh~p""is
enlarged to ensure representation of all regions among the permanent members. We
believe that the regions of Africa and Latin .~erica which are hitherto excluded
from permanent membership of the Security Council should be inbluded.

'(c) Enlargement of the Security Council. With membership of the General
Assembly steadily increasing over the years, my Government believes that there is
need for a modest increase in the over-all membership of the Security Council to
provide a fairer represerrcation of the geographical regions.

These are the three main areas on which my Government has made observations~

without prejudice to our rights to make further observations of a specific nature
in 'due course.. 0

We have taken note of other Governments' proposals on issues such as the
status, the Trusteeship Council, the General Assembly and the International Court
of Justice. We are studying these various observations with the aim of reconciling
our positions and views with them in the spirit of accommodation that is needed for
the successful accomplishment of our difficult task in this Committee. We reserve
the right to make our views and positions known on these issues at appropriate
stages of this Committee's deliberations.

On the difficult issue of the programme of work to be adopted by this
Committee, my delegation would like to suggest for the consideration of the
Committee that in view of the little time left at our disposal during this session
of our meeting, we should endeavour to locate areas of agreement, .. that is, those
provisions of the Charter on which we all agree that there is no need for any
review, and from there go on to locate prcblemareas beginning with the
non-controversial to the most controversial provisions. Chapter 1 on the purposes
and principles of the Organization is an example of area of agreement. There
appears, to my delegation, to be a consensus that there is no fault with this
Chapter. We suggest this line of action because we believe that there is need for
both the proposers and the opponents of the review to know that t1leir views are
adequately represented.. There is need for mutual confidence E1:nd goodwill, and
unless we begin with the less controversial problems, the spirit of accommodation
which we most need for the success of our meeting may elude us •
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In conclusion, we would wish to join other distinguished delegations which
have made pertinent ol;>servations on the slow pace of our work. The Nigerian
delegation, however, believes that given the importance of the task before us and
the desire of each delegation to give its utmost, we understand the slow talte-off
the Committee has experienced so far. We do not share the view that the slO\y pace
is a reflection of lack of desire on the part of the Members of this Organization
to review such provisions of the Charter that have been known to be obsolete or out
of keeping with the present circumstances of the Organization. We of the Nigerian
delegation are determined to be guided by the needed spirit of accommodation and
what we believe to be in the interest of the Organization in order to make the
difficult task of this Committee come to a successful end. We expect no less of
the other distinguished delegations.

--- ._-_._--_._--~
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PHILIPPINES

/Original: English/

The ai;tii;t!:des and the position of the Philippine Government on the need to
consider suggestions regarding the review of the Chari;er of the United Nai;ions are
of record. The idea of a review of the United Nations Chari;er had been eloquently
espoused by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines as early as the

'twenty-fifth anniversary of our world Organization. Specific suggestions of the
Philippine Government regarding the Charter are contained in the relevant documents
of the United Nations. I will therefore be quite brief in my statement and will
deal mainly with what I consider basic considerations of the Philippine position.
We continue to adhere to the belief in the centrality of the United Nations in
world affairs and in the necessity of ensuring that the Organization adapt itself
i;o the role expected and oftentimes demanded of it. The United Nations is an
offspring of change and it is both logical and necessary that an active~

funci;ioning organization keeps pace with change. There have been extraordinary
changes in almost every sphere of human activity which has shifted and broadened
the focus of emphasis of the work of the United Nations since the Charter was
drafted 30 years ago in San Francisco.

These changes ~ including the rapid birth of many new independent nations, the
impact of nuclear weapons, vast and continuing technological changes ~ closely
interrelated global economic and social problems, to mention only a f'ew ~ require
an examination of the adequacy of the United Nations in the present-day world.
These problems will not yield to piecemeal and national or even regional solutions.
We therefore view the Ad Hoc Committee as an appropriate forum to consider the
ideas and proposals to-;-118et these chanf~s and problems in the context of
strengthening the United Nations, the only agency capable of applying global
solutions to global problems.

We continue to adhere to the validity and relevance of the purposes and
principles of the United Nations as embodied in Articles I and 2. We have used
these Articles as our criteria in offering our suggestions for enhancing the
effectiveness of the United Nations and we intend to use the same guidelines in,
determining our position towards other suggestions. '

Resolution 3349 (XXIX) enumerates in paragraph I the mandate G£ the Committee.
We note i;hat this broad mandate calls for a thorough stUdy of all ideas and
proposaJ.s submitted by Governments on the United Nations Charter~ whether or not
they require amendments to the Charter. Various Governments have, and will
continue to have ~ their own propQsals on various aspects of the United Nations
Charter. The Philippine Government~ for example, has submitted specific
suggestions on those aspects of the Charter dealing with the primary function of
the United Nations, Le. the "maintenance of international peace and security".
Given the extremely high level of danger which accompanies unresolved disputes in
the modern world, we have proposed a standing conciliation and arbitration
commission. We have also proposed that the process of peace-keeping by observation
and interposition should be spelled out in general terms and given a place in the
United Nations Charter. With respect to the Security Council, we have made
proposals both on its membership and on its procedure~ including that aspect
involving the principle of unanimity.
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We have also advocated, in the f'orm of' some specif'ic suggestions, the
strengthening of' the Internatiot1.al Court of' Justice and the Economic and Social
Council. And ye have proposed the creation of' a human rights council.

We do not expect that every Government will agree with our various proposals.
We do expect, however, that Governments will dis cuss and revie-;,r them as we will
their own view's and suggestions. In our rapidly changing world, it would be
unrealistic to expect an organization established in 1945 to be adequat.e in meeting
all the challenges of the remainder of' this century. The United Nations must
continue to grow if' it is to implement adequately the will of' the peoples of' the
world in problem areas too large and too complex f'or ef'f'ective solution by national
or regional action. My delegation is conf'ident that many of' the changes proposed
will f'acilitate the f'uller response of' the United Nations to the many problems it
already conf'ronts as well as the new tasks placed upon it by its Members.

The Philippines has advocated a considered step-by-step approach in an
appropriate f'orum towards this all-important question. The f'orum is this very
Committee, and we are taking the f'irst step in what we hope will be a productive
undertaking. For this f'irst session of' the Committee, my delegation will give
high priority to the identif'ication of' areas in which the United Nations has

.. obvious short-comings. We would support the establishment now or at a late:c stage
of' working or study groups on each of' t~e areas of' the Cha.rter which Members of'
the United Nations f'ind to be in need of' strengthening. In our view, the immediate
task of' the Committee is to adopt a systematic method of' work, a plan of' action,
which will af'f'ord an opportunity f'or all ideas and proposals to get the attention
and examination they deserve. This would f'orestall hasty decisions and sho,lld
allay the f'ears, unjustif'ied thOUgh they may be, that these ideas and proposals
may pave the way f'or the destruction of the United Nations.

We are not aspiring to a perf'ect United Nations, only f'or a realistic and
ef'f'ective one. The less.ons of' time, present-day realities and the needs of' the
:future will undOUbtedly inf'luence our deliber J.tions. There will be need f'or good
faith, a great deal of' understanding, tolerance and co-operation as we tackle the
problem bef'ore us. If' we can build' mutual conf'idence and understanding and can
take the highest interest of' the Organization into account in our deliberations,
the problems we now conf'ront need not be insoluble. We intend to participate in
the Committ l3e inth these considerations in mind.
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POLAND

/Original: English!

The Polish delegation has very carefully studied all the relevant documents
before us. We have also attentively J..istened to the general debate, which we are
now joining in the spirit of responsibility and guided by our profound c..mviction
that the road to a more effective United Nations leads neither through the review
nor the revision of its Charter.

I am invoking these two words - review and revision - as I see some gross
incompatibility between certain statements in this Committee which seemed to have
insisted upon them in the Charter i s context and the present l,,:;le of' the Charter of
the United Na:'l"ions as an international document of outstanding value, Which has not
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only stood the test of' time of the last 30 years, but has likewise contributed new
encouraging and enriching contents to the life of the international community. For
on the one hand, less than two months ago we proudly observed the thirtieth
anniversary of the signing of the Charter. Only last month heads of State and
Government and foreign ministers of 33 States of Europe as well as the United
states and Canada signed at Helsinki the Final Act of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation~so rightly termed the Magna Carta of European peace, based on and
IBaff'irming the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. At the same
time we have just received the Introduction to the Report of the Secretary-General
of the United Nations on the work of the Organization in which he restates
unequivocally that the United Nations has shown a remarkable capacity to take on
new tasks, to adjust to a changing world, and to meet new and unforeseen challenges
within the conceptual and organizational framework laid dCi'm by the Charter. Many
more examples to that effect might be quoted. On the other hand, as we could see
in our debate so far - also in the form of attempts at changing the mandate of our
Committee - some voices are being raised in favour of a "review" or "revision" of
the Charter Which cannot but serve the weakening rather than the strengthening of
the United Nations.

In the view of my delegation, those two trends are indeed incompatible.
Fortunately enough, the first of them remains the dominating factor of international
relations of today, whole-heartedly supported as it is by the overwhelming segments
of world pUblic opinion.

In substantiating Poland's position on the Charter of the United Nations, at
this stage of our debate I should like to dwell on the following points of merit
against changes in the Charter.

First - is the historical consideration.

With all due respect to some of my distinguished colleagues in this room, none
of us should be bound to forget or try to erase the memory of the fact that this
Organization has been founded in the aftermath of a global conflict which took the
toll of 60 million human lives. The Polish people alone paid its own price of
more than 6 million innocent victims of Nazi criminal acts, including the gravest
crime of genocide. That high price for the victory was not paid only on behalf
of the 51 original Members of the United Nations or in the name of the generation
1945. Therefore, i:c terms of history and practice of international relations, the
opening phrases of the Charter: "We the peoples of the United Nations determined
to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our
lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mar.lkind" vTill always retain their indefinite
validity.

Second - is the political consideration.

The Charter of the United Nations has not been drav1n up merely to solve
problems resulting from the Second World War. Its purpose has always been to set
up far-sighted principles of a new model of international relations, based on the
preservation of international peace and security, the promotion of freedom and
equality and the achievement of broad co-operation in solving world economic and
social problems. It has never been confined to a restricted membership of the
United Nations. Quite to the contrary ~ from the very outset, the Charter was so
devised as to anticipate, encourage and welcome enlargement of the United Nations
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membership. In. f'act, we owe it to Charter provisions that today the Organization
is approaching universality of' membership.

le

Two thirds of' the present members of the United Na.tions achieved their
independence after the Charter had come into f'orce, in most instances as a direct
or indirect result of the latter's imaginative provisions, to mention only the
ensuing Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples.

..
lS

.~

.

It is true that due to many revolutionary developments in the world, owing to
the unprecedented growth in the Organization's membership and with the
intensification of' the processes of' international detente'.l the United Nations of
today is not what it was in 1945. But the latter is precisely the result of' the
correctness of the political foundations of the Charter and the confirmai..ion of
implementation in practice of' its purposes and principles, including the extremely
important principle of unanimity of the permanent members of the Security Council.

lal
GS

The fundamental significance of the Charter of' the United Nations in f'orming
the rules of' the comity of' nations continues theref'ore to retain its full
topicality and under no circumstances has it been reduced by considerable growth
of' the membership in the Organization. Moreover, every newly admitted Men:.ber
State of the Un:-".ted Nations assures of and lends its t:nreserved support to all the
provisions of the Charter and undertakes to strictly respect them. Hence, any
argumentation to the contrary can hardly give reason to initiate work on the review
of its provisions. P.~l the more so, as they safeguard well the interests of' all
states of the world; they have been both reconfirmed as well as developed, and
thereby consolidated, through a great number of international bilateral and
multilateral agreements as well as in other international documents, which give
ample testimony to its continued validity.

In the light of' the aforegoing, as an original Member of' the United Nations
under the terms of Article 3 of' the Charter, yet which had not been given the
chance to participate in the Conference on International Organization at
San Francisco, Poland shares and supports the numerous views already expressed in
this Committee to the ef'fect that there is no justification in taking up
suggestions to review the Charter.

In f'act, any attempt at reviewing the Charter would only serve to divert the
United Nations from its primary work on most urgent international questions.
Initiation of work in that direction and introduction of certain abstract proposals,
disregarding the realities in the international situation, may only lead to
reduction of mutual conf'idence and understanding, which will substantially hamper
the role of the United Nations in strengthening peace and international security,
disarmament, co-operation, economic and social development.

The Charter of the United Nations is an integrated act of jurisprudence. There
is a very close relationship of' interdependence among all its provisions, be they
less or more substantial. In an association of almost 140 Members, a proposal on
one, seemingly less important, amendment will immediately release - as it actually
has done - a chain reaction of' new proposals undermining the very p:rinciples and
purposes of' the Organization. For let> us not lull ourselves that amendments short
of the changes in Chapter I of the Charter will not seriously af'fect the latter.

is the legal and practical consideration.Thir
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After all the real efficiency and effectiveness of the United Nations do not
rest upon the w·ording of the Charter provisions alone. They first and foremost
depend on how much respect they enjoy among Member States. In the view of the
Polish Government, strict respect by all States of the purposes and principles of
the Charter is the b~st way to strengthen this Organization, to increase its role
and make it a better and more effective instrument of co-operation among States,
regardless of their size, level of development and political, economic and social
systems. Given more goodwill and understanding, that latter goal will be achieved
within the present framework of the Charter. There is now ample room in all the
Charter provisions to carry a constructive and beneficial co-ope:cation among States
on all planes.

The crux of the problem lies not in the real need for the Charter's reV2s~on.

What we actually need is faithful and unselective adherence to all its provisions.
Otherwise, as the Secretary-General put it in his latest introduction to his
report on the work of the O-rganization, "as the United Nations grows older and
many long-term problems in all fieljs remain on its agenda unsolved, frustration
and disillusionment will inevitably produce a dangerous tendency increasingly to
take drastic short-term measures regardless of their long-term consequences".

It would be very dangerous iudeed if tendencies to review the United Nations
Charter were to turn into such a measure, fraught with far-reaching and adverse
repercussions.

,
i
i:

We therefore propose that according to its ad hoc mWldate, as defined by the '."
General Assembly, this Committee conclude its work with a succinct report on its
proceedings and thus dispose of the task placed upon it by resolution 3349 (XXIX).
In ~ situation where most of the speakers in the debate have stressed the
importance of the basic principles of the Charter and agreed that what really
counts is faithful adherence to them, this is the only correct way to proceed if
we do not want to get into conflict with both the Assembly's instructions and the
views of the ma.jority.

Ri!JANDA

/Original: French/

The delegation of Rwanda has stated its position on the question of the
revision of the Charter both in the Sixth Committee and in the General Assembly.

To quote the words used by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Rwanda in his
address to the General Assembly at the last session: lilt is the duty of each one
of us, within the limits of his ability and his specific responsibility, to work
to build peace and international security. !I

As a member of the ever-growing group of countries which constitute the
United Nations, my country is greatly interested in its evolution. It wants the
Organization to evolve as harmoniously as possible and does not want it to be
weakened by situations which are incompatible with its fundamental principles and
which its Members are quite capable of settling.

-74-



)t

)f
le
,
al
ved
e
ates

i'·

on.
ns. ~~

n
0

ns

he
s
:X).

,f
,he

lch/

r.

Consequently, my country, which has unswervingly supported the purpCJses and
principles of the Charter since it was admitted to the Organization, will once
again explain its position, in the hope of helping the Ad Hoc Committee to carry
out its maudate more effectively.

Rwanda is anxious to reaffirm and secure the recognition by all Member States
of the right of the third world to play a real part in the preparation and
adoption of important United Nations decisions.

The third world is entitled to ask to what extent the Organization is obeying
the principles of the sovereign equality of and mutual respect amcng States.

Experience has provided ample evidence that the veto privilege held by a few
Member States ha~ frequently led to deplorable abuses, particularly by excluding
the third world countries from participation in major decisions even when it was
they which were most directly affected by those decisions.

In that connexion, my delegation should like to draw attention ~o the spirit
of Article 2 of the Charter, and particularly paragraphs 1, 2 and 5.

It must be admitted, on the eve of the thirtieth anniversary of the United
Nations, that the exercise of the veto has often relegated to the background or
totally disregarded the principles of the international community cited above.

The failure of the United Nations to have an impact on the South African
political system and the Rhodesian rebellion constitutes an indisputable example
of how the exercise of the veto has consistently been an impediment to the moral
conduct of the Organization and its humanitarian concerns.

Moreover, while a sense of insecurity in an atmosphere of fear haunted by the
spectre of the Fascist war led to the granting of the veto as a kind of war trophy,
there can be no doubt that the voting procuedure of the Sec'urity Council, as
outlined in the Charter, does not take into account the irrGerests of all the
Members of the United Nations or the role every Member State has in maintaining
peace.

It should not be forgotten that since 1945 100 States which were not
represented at San Francisco because of foreign domination or for other reasons
have joined the international community and that they are imbued with a profound
faith in fundamental human rights and in the equality of rights of States, great
and small.

I
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~k
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It is therefore the view of Rwanda that, now that post-war conditions no
longer prevail, it is not only timely but necessary to adapt the statute of the
United Nations.

Upon closer examination of the question, it can be held that up to a certain
time there may have been some justification for leaving the guardianship of the
United Nations in the hands of a fey! Member States immediately after a brutal and
devastating war which they had won and by which they were still haunted. For, just
as every child has to be cared for and reared by his parents or someone else until
he becomes an adult, so in the beginning, the Organization may also have needed
such godparents.
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However~ the universality of the United Nations ~ which has eriabled a hundred
peace-loving non-founding countries to become Members ~ should not allow that
situation to go on.

In the view of my delegation ~ the United Nations ~ which is 30 years old, is
sUfficiently mature to do without that guardianship and to build up its strength
on new foundations adapted to the current international situation.

I

I:•

We shall not delve into the reasons why its maturity was not recognized
earlier, when, for example, it reached the age of 18, the age at which all minors
(at least in Rwanda) are emancipated and gain the right to exercise their civic
rights and duties.

But we know that some children are precocious and others remain under their
parents' wing even beyond the age of 18. Is that to be the case with our
Organization, which at the age of 30 is still under the guardianship of a few
Members although the circumstances justifying that guardianship no longer exist?

My delegation remains firmly convinced of the need to correct that situation,
which is certainly not helping the third world. It is a situation which still
affects and characterizes the United Nations, and it must be changed in order to
enable the countries of the new world to nave their point ~f view treated in the
same way as that of the countries of the old world without incurring the CE;nsure
to which they have been subjected until now •.

We have always been taught that the law must be flexible, and my delegation
believes that t.he United Nations Charter, the main source of international law,
whose purposes and principles are still the focus of international life, should
not 'be an exception to that rule.

Consequently ~ if the Charter was not rigid~ if it was flexible, why should we
find it difficult to change it? How can we accomplish this? By petitioning? Who
is to submit the petitions and to whom?

These are simple quest-ions in themselves but, simple as they are ~ they sum up
the work our Committee has to do and the Assembly will have to do afterwards when
it rules on our recommendations.

Anyone trying to give an objective answer to these questions will find that
the present situation of the United Nations is not as normal as some would have us
believe.

And it is our hope that the force of circumstances and the tide of history,
combined with the responsible will of Member States, will lead us towards a. just
solution acceptable to all, without invoking might is right, a bad habit already
rampant in the quarter of the twentieth century which is just behind us.

Rwanda sees the revision of the United Nations Charter as a way of bu.ilding a
more peaceful and realistic world•
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SIERRA LEONE

/Original: English/

As a sponsor of draft resolution A/c.6/L.I002, introduced by the delegation
of the Philippines in the Sixth C~mmittee during the twenty-ninth session, my
delegation made a statement supporting the review of the Charter. Extracts of
that state:nent are contained in pages 124 to 126 of document A/AC.175/L.2 (Part 11).

Prior to my delegation's contribution mentioned above, my Government had made
its position clear on this issue in the Foreign Minister's statement dlrring the
twenty-eighth session, from which I quote:

"Sierra Leone pledges to do all in its power to assist the United Nations
Organization in achieving its full potential. To do this, we are convinced
that the situation where one nation can by the exercise 'arbitrary or
otherwise' of a veto, frustrate the wishes and often the collective wisdom
of the rest of the entire international community is unacceptable. It is
also our position that now is an appropriate time for a review of the
entire question of the permanent membership of the Security Council. 11

Following this line of thought, my delegation has decided to put forward
concrete proposals concerning the membership and voting rights of the Security
Council.

There are some delegations in this Committee who have categorically stated
that they do not favour any review wha-csoever of the Charter. Such a dogmatic
statement to my mind is unprogressive and shows a lack of initiative and
flexibility to changing situations and circumstances. Others suggest that any
attempt to review the Charter will undermine its universality. It is to ensure
the Charter's universality that a review is necessary. Another delegation said
the main criticism which those who favour a review of the Charter have is that the
Charter is 25 years old. No delegation is asking for a review of the Charter
because it is 25 years old. What we- are saying is that because of the
Organization's present composition, and taking into account the political and
international changes which have occured since the Charter was written, it is
necessary to seriously examine the Charter with a view to making amendments to some
of its Articles consistent with the changes that have taken place.

Some delegations who are not totally against a review of the Charter strongly
advise that Member States should be very careful not to introduce amendments which
will undermine the foundations of this Organization. No Member State will, I am
sure, be radical or irresponsible enough to present amendments that will
eventually ruin the foundations of this Organization. Frank discussions and
exchange of views on amendments suggested would surely cause no harm but would in
the long run become at least useful.

ling a
Certain delegations are very much

call the two existing social systems 
relations. They have nothing to fear.
disturb these systems at all. What we
representation on a geographical basis

concerned about keeping intact what they
socialist and capitalist - in international
Developing countries do not intend to

are mainly concerned with is a fair
in the key organs of this Organization.
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I will now put forward some concrete suggestions, as I indicated above. When
the United Nations Charter was first drafted, the political and international
situation then was completely different from what it is now. Even the composition
of the Organization was different. There may have been sUfficient reason for
having five permanent Iliembers of the Security Council with veto powers. All five
of them at the time were considered to be world Powers or great colonial Pmvers.
Is the situation the same today? There is definitely sufficient reason to give
the same privilege today to two of these Powers, the super-Powers. Are
the other three permanent members still powerful enough to retain
veto powers in the Security Council? Or if the general idea is that these members
should retain their I!permanent" membership, should we net consider a redistribution
of the veto power in the Security Council on a geographical basis? Will it not be
reasonable for the two super-Powers to continue to have the veto power and. for
Africa and Latin America to have a veto each in the Security Council? The Asians
as represented by China should also retain the veto power they already have.

The African and Latin American States in the Security Council will determine
who should have the veto power at anyone time. If this formula is adopted, the
United States will naturally take care of Western European interests as brothers
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and, in a similar manner, the
Soviet Union will take care of Eastern European interests.

My delegation is convinced that such a change would not only ensure the
balance of power between the two super-Powers, but would also contribute to the
maintenance of internationaJ peace and security in the world and peaceful
co-operation among all the peoples of the world.

In an attempt to bring the Charter up to date, certain anachronistic proVJ.Sl.ons
ShOl;tld be deleted. The reference in Article 53 to llenemy State" should be deleted.
We do not have "enemy States ii any longer. Rather than that, there has been so
much talk these days about 11 detente", a word whose meaning is perhaps only clear
to the two super-Powers. In a similar manner, Article 107 should be deleted as
it refers to a particular circumstance which no longer exists.

The Trusteeship Council should be given a new structure. My delegation agrees
with Italy's suggestion on page 86 of document A/AC.175/L.2 (Part I) that the
Article dealing with its structure and functions should be amended. A new
structure should be given to the Council, consistent with the promotion of
decolonization and the elimination of minority racist regimes in central and
southern Africa.

The International Court of Justice seems unable to perform its functions
efficiently. For some reason or the other, it does not seem to have the full
confidence of Member States. If the Court should carry any influential role in
the international community, Member States should have more confidence in it.
Prob8,bly if the Court were given more powers to settle complicated legal matters
arising in our Organization, it might be able to carry more prestige.

Those of us who co-sponsored draft resolution A/C.6/L.1002 in the Sixth
Committee last year which eventuaJ.ly led to the establshment of this Ad Hoc
Committee, are fully aware that delegations who are totally against a Charter
review have decided to keep silent until they hear our vievTs. This was probably
one of the reasons why no statement was made last week. This being the case, my
delegation decided to put forward its proposals now to start the ball rolling. The
ball is now rolling and I am anxiously waiting to hear the statements of other
delegations.
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SPAIN

/Original: Spanish/

My delegation has always been interested in the subject of the review of the
Charter; it is not that we believe that a document of this type has to be
systematically amended but we do believe that, since the Charter was the wo:r.k of
eminent persons, who were none the less human, it was not possible that they could
foresee future situations, above all taking into account the fact that a body
comprising 51 founding Members has grown to comprise 138, or more by the next
General Assembly.

There is therefore nothing surprJ.sJ.ng about the fact that one third of the
General Assembly was unable to foresee the aspirations that the other 90-odd
additional members might have.

Furthermore, it should be recognized that the Charter itself, in Arti~les 108
and 109, provided for its amendment. Provision was made for the convening of a
General Conference before the "tenth session of the General· Assembly, but 20 more
sessions have elapsed, indeed the thirtieth is due to begin, and Members have
confined themselves to making the amendments necessary to enlarge the membership
of the main organs with, of course, the grudging approval of certain privileged
Members.

The United Nations is becoming a universal body and most of its present
Members had no part in drafting the Charter.

We believe that the Charter is a good document and that all its proVJ.sJ.ons
have not yet been implemented, but it is none the less certain, as stated at the
solemn moment of the San Francisco meeting that "no plan is perfect· and whatever
plan is adopted in San Francisco it will ha.ve to be amended again and. again over
the years".

What changes would be advisable? Firstly, consideration should be given to
correcting or redrafting those Articles which have fallen into disuse, in
accordance with United Nations practice - for example, Article 27, paragraph 3.
Why maintain a provision which is not implemented: "Decisions of the Security
Council on all other matters /except procedural matters! shall be made by an
affirmative vote of nine Members including the concurring votes of the permanent
members; ..• !!. Everyone knows that the veto must be used actively and not
passively through the abstention of a permanent member. There have been many
Security Council resolutions adopted despite the abstention of pe!~anent members
and, since the change in the structure of the Security Council, decisions can even
be takeu without a single favourable vote by a permanent member.

It should therefore be recognized that there are five vetoes specified in
the Charter but there is also a sixth which can be used by a certain number of
non-permanent members of the Security Council.

The language of the Charter can unquestionably be embarrassing at other times.
It is unthinkable that 30 years after the end of one of the worst conflagrations that
mankind has ever known, the international community should continue to talk about
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friendly and enemy States; after the recent Helsinki Conference on co-operation
and security, it is clearly advisable to update the language of the Charter.'

This is not the only example of an anachronism. .An integral part of the
Charter of the United Nations is the Statute of the International Court of Justice,
in Article 38, paragraph 1 (c), of which reference is made, in listing the sources
of international law, to "the general principles of law recognized by civilized
nations ll

• Can the world today be divided into civilized and uncivilized nations?
What sort of language is that?

-We believe that the Security Council should have greater flexibility in its
work and act with greater dispatch and should be able to adopt decisions more in
conformity with its purpose. It should not be forgotten that it was set up to
ensure rapid and effective action by the United Nations in the maintenance of
peace and international security and that international public opinion judges the
United Nations by its success or failure in fulfilling that primary responsibility.

The Economic and Social Council, Which has already been enlarged twice and
which today is without a doubt more representative than in the past, is still~ in
our opinion, not what it should be. There are now 54 States members and the
advantages of working with only 18 have therefore been lost. The Council now
operates through a number of functional committees with very limited membership.

What happens in such cases? Only that there is no way of satisfying so many
countries interested in belonging either to the functional commi~tees or to the
organ itself. If the principle of rotation was effectively observed, it might be
thought that sooner or later everyone would have an opportunity to participate in
the work of the Committees and the main bodies.

But why, if at any given moment the interests of one country are such that it
considers it essential to be a member, can it not be a member, instead of having
to be content to be an observer, a position which is very precarious and does not
allow for participation in internal discussions?

If the Economic and Social Council were enlarged yet again, it would offer the
possibility of limiting the number of members of the functional committees, except
for those in which there was a definite interest which would make it advisable
for them to comprise all those countries which wished to take part, in other words,
what is called in English "open-ended committees".

Another advantage of an enlarged Economic and Social Council with broader
membership would be that it would then be possible to eliminate those committees
!;tlready established whose functions duplicate those of the Council.

The Trusteeship Council would also require considerable readjustment. Its
activities have, in practical terms, been reduced to a minimum, and it should be
properly reorganized in order to avoid having a body which is of no use at all.

In short, my delegation considers that the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations are highly commendable and therefore should be
immutable.

We believe in the effectiveness of the United Nations, and in the need for its
existence, but we also feel that, given the time that has elapsed, the Charter
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So far, 43 States have stated their position in writing on the subject of the
review of the Ch.arter.

MY delegation believes it would be advisable if the Secretary-Generalis
request was repeated in the future and it is convinced that once the Ad Hoc
Committee has begun ~m in-depth analysis of the subject, States Members of the
United Nations will be quicker to send replies to the Secretary-General.

On the other hand.2._~here is one fact that should not be ignored, namely that
in the course of the current general debate, 10 delegations which had thus far not
expressed an oIliinion concerning the substance of the item now under consideration
by the Committee, have declared themselves in favour of a review of the Charter and
have put forward specific proposal~ on particular areas which in their opinion
should be revised.

The voting procedure in the General Assembly and the Security Council,

Anachronistic provisions,

The Trusteeship Council,

The Economic and Social Council,

l.

2.

3.

4.

MY delegation, which has already expressed itself in favour of review, now
wishes to put forward its point of view about the future of our work. Firstly, we
reiterate that the purposes and principles of the Charter must be immutable. The
privileged position of the permanent members should continue as before, taking into
account the fact that, as a guarantee for the permanent members, any change is
liable to a veto, but the veto should not be abused nor should privileged positions
be considered unless specifically stipulated in the Charter. We consider that this
Committeels report should be substantive in character, as can be inferred from the
mandate given to the Committee under General Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX),
paragraph 1 (d), in which the Committee is requested "to enumerate the proposals
which have aroused partiCUlar interest in the Ad Hoc Committee li

• In our opinion,
these proposals are those which refer to the review of the following topics:

should be updated. Updating it does not in any way mean that we are going to take
steps to eliminate the United Nations, and, furthermore, and we wish to stress this
point, to remove the privilege of the permanent members, because it would be

_ unrealistic to try to do so after 30 years of the United Nations I existence.
However, we do ask that that privilege should not be abused, and that there should
be no special right or condition permitting automatic membership in any given organ
or committee, unless it is so stipulated in the Charter. We agree to those
mentioned in the Charter, but to no others. The Security Council should have
greater flexibility in its proceedings; the Economic and Social Council should be
enlarged; the Trusteeship Council should be reorganized, and the language of the
Charter should be amended; that would revitalize the United Nations for the good
of the international community.

If these replies are carefully considered, it will be seen that, of the
43 States in question, 31 have expressed themselv~s in favour of review, although
they tend to prefer a general review, pointing out specific aspects and particular
articles, or advocate a procedure for submitting specific amendments, which should
have the general support of the Members of the United Nations. In either case, it
is clear that most States replying to the request from the Secretary-General are
in favour of reform.
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5. Those referring to the Statute of the International Court of Justice,
together with other provisions relating to teams of observers and peace forces.

My delegation wishes to make a formal proposal that the text of all the
statements made by delegations in the course of the general debE~e should appear
in an annex to the report to be prepared by the Rapporteur. This proposal is
motivated by the need to overcome the difficulty arising from the fact that the
Committee has been obliged to "'1Ork without summary records, and by the importance
of the statements that have been made here.

The Committee's report should also contain a summary of the various :9ositions
of its members and a list of the areas of the Charter requiring reform•

For the rest, in my delegation's opinion, there is no doubt at all that there
is a general desire that this Committee should continue its work at a future
session, which should be longer than the current one and for which summary records
should be provided.

TUNISIA

IOriginal: French/

The slow pace at which our Committee is proceeding in its work is an
indication of the importance of the question before it and the awareness we all
have of the need for our consideration to be thorough so that the suggestions we
eventually make will be adapted to the real needs of the United Nations, taking
into account the changes in the international situation since 1945, and will
refle~t the concerns of its Members in the light of the achievements of its 30 years
of existence.

What in fact is involved here? In recent years op~n~ons have been voiced
regarding th desirability of making the United Nations more effective in the
performance of all facets of its task - political, economic, social and cultural.
At present, the United Nations and its agencies cover a field of activity so vast
that there is hardly a State or a branch of human activity in which the United
Nations system is not involved.

It is no longer possible to compare the Organization's task of ensuring
international peace and security as it was conceived during the most difficult years
of the Second World War with its present task.

My delegation therefore believes that it has become necessary to make an
objective, honest and constructive appraisal of the results obtained by the
Organization after a period of 30 years in which so many changes have transformed
the world.

There is no need to enumerate all the changes, but some of them are so
fundamental that one can hardly fail to mention them. Examples are the emergence
of 90 nations from the dark night of colonialism, the introduction into world
political thinking of ideas and principles leading to new moral rules to govern
political relations among nations, and unprecedented population growth requiring
the development of new structures to ensure the necessary fairness and flexibility
in international relations in the economic, scientific and technological field.
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field.

While the United Nations has accomplished a great deal and achieved remarkable
results in some fields, it is quite obvious that it has not attained its primary
objective, namely, the maintenance of world peace and security.

Among the reasons for this failure, in the view of the Tunisian delegation,
are·, firstly, the concept of peace embodied in the Chartel', a concept which W8.S

valid 30 years ago but has now become manifestly inadequate, and, secondly, the
kind of peace-keeping machinery which was est~blished.

As regards the concept of peace embodied in the Charter, this was the outcome
of a process of maturation which began in the darkest years of the Second World
War and ended in the San Francisco Declaration.

The sole ambition of the promoters of the Charter, traumatized by a war which
spared no continent as it sowed death and desolation, was, quite understandably,
to spare humanity from renewed suffering. The desire of all the world's peoples
for military peace was so fervent that the resolve was formed by the super-Powers
to eliminate all risk of military conflict among themselves - conflict which,
through the operation of alliances and the use of new weapon,:; of destruction, would
inevitably have degenerated into a new generalized conflagradc"l of deadly and
devastating proportions.

Furthermore, the concept of peace as understood at that time embraced only the
notion of military peace among the super-Powers, and it is precisely on account of
the restrictiveness of this defi~ition that the Charter has so disappointed the
hopes of the international community for the maintenance of international peace
and security.

The concept of peace as we understand it today is inseparable from the concept
of universality; we aspire to a deep and universal peace, not merely all!ong super
Powers, but a broader peace, a peace of mind and heart; not a nuclear peace, but a
peace that will structure the relations among men, harmonize the action of peoples,
elicit enthusiasm and solidarity and provide solutions to the everyday problems of
the international community; a peace that encompasses such concepts as peaceful
coexistence, economic co-operation, the right of peoples freely to dispose of their
natural resources, concerted and organized commitment to thE' struggle against
under-development, which constitutes a factor of instability and a latent threat to
peace, the legitimacy of the struggle against racism and racial discrimination,
non-interference in the internal affairs of States, non-occupation of territories
of other countries by force, the right of peoples to regain their spoliated
territories, and so on.

My delegation believes that the concept of peace which permeates the provisions
of the Charter would be expanded, enhanced and strengthened if the principles I have
just mentioned were incorporated into it; for military peace, important and
essential as it may be, is not enough if the rights and the dignity of peoples
continue to be infringed with impunity, as is unfortunately the case in Palestine,
Namibia, South Africa, Rhodesia and elsewhere, and if the economic future of
nations remains uncertain.

Such is my delegation's analysis of the inadequacy of the concept of peace as
embodied in the Charter and as being one of the two reasons for the repeated
failures of the United Nations with regard to the maintenance of international
peace and security.
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The second major reason for those failures is, in the opinion o~ the Tunisian
delegation, the imperfections of the peace-keeping machinery which was established.

If we call to mind the wartime atmosphere in which the Charter was drawn up,
we can easily understand how the concept of universal peace was linked to an
alliance of four or five Powers which, with the help of a few others, bore the
burden of defending mankind's right to survival. It is also easy to see how, in
such circumstances, those four or five Powers were given a kind of sacred mission
which could not be accofuplished without their unanimous and concerted co-operation.
This is the origin of the assumption, which can be clearly seen in the Charter, that
a]J questions relating to the maintenance of world peace and security are within ,t

the exclusive competence of the five major allies of the Second World War.

This monopoly, this right, this prerogative, this onerous privilege, or.
whatever one wishes to call it, was accepted, agreed to and desired because it was
dictated by the logic of a profoundly traUIr..atized generation. However, it was not
too long before the quite unreasonable character of this arrangement and the
ejdent of its short-cornings became evident, especially in the Security Council,
owing to the requirement of unanimity which governed the functioning of the
Council and the inevitable right of veto it entailed.

It seems that, in their understandable reJ ol.cl.ng at the victory, the five
great Powers, transcending their ideological differences, wanted to take into
account only what they had in common, namely, their desire to spare mankind from a
ren~wal of such suffering.

Everything proceeded as if they had not foreseen that, with the return of
peace, their differences would soon come to the fore and would, in the tense
atmosphere of the cold war, take the form of the use of the veto, thus blocking
any initiat]_ve and any important action by the Security CmIDcil.

As the Minister for Foreign Affair's of Tunisia has stated, "while it is
somewhat difficult for the contemporary mind to accept the idea that there are
major countries and minor countries, we do not propose the outright abolition of
the veto, but thought should be gi.ven to how many countries ought to exercise it
in the future, and especially how its use may be moderated so as to be more
consistent with the objectives of the Organization".

In addition to these reflections concerning the definition of peace and the
question of peace-keeping machinery, my delegation would like to see initiated a
process of thinking about the functions and powers of the political organs of the
United Nations.

In the view of my delegation, the General Assembly, as the plenary organ in
which all States are represented, should be vested with greater powers.

With a membership er 138, we now have a General Assembly which is almost
universal, which is vigorous and innovative, democratic and egalitarian, but whose
decisions are not binding. On the other hand, we have a Security Council which is
often swayed by its internal contradictions, is outmoded in its consti'l;ution and
is set it~ its negative ways, the most recent examples of this being its latest
decisions on the questions of South Africa and Namibia.
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The General Assembly, for its part, owing to its constant enrichment through
the admission of new members, has been able over the years not only to develop new
ideas but also to sweep along, with its dynamism, a conserv~tive and disappointing
Security Council.

Examples of this dynamic moving force, this pioneering and innovating action,
are numerous and I shall mention only its special sessions, convened because of
serious situations which the Security Council, despite its prima,ry responsibility
for such matters, had been unable to deal with; as a result, tensions were eased
and a worsening of the situation was avoided.

It was thanks to the General Assembly that the concept of the right of peoples
to decolonization was finall" accepted as a fundamental principle - a concept which
the Security Council, taking refuge behind Articles 2 and 7 of the Charter and
arguing that colonial problems 'Vrere matters of the domestic policies of the
colonial Powers, refused even to consider in the early years. It was thanks to the
General Assembly that the Security Council also came to agree that the continuation
of colonial occupation constituted an infringement of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and a threat to international peace.

It is thanks to the General Assembly that the Security Council has adopted the
view that the maintenance of peace is inseparable from harmonious co-operation
among peoples, and it is thanks to the General Assembly that the specialized
agencies of the United Nations are today playing the significant role for which we
once again commend them.

My delegation therefore takes the view that, primary and basic as the
competence of the Security Council may be in matters of peace and security, it can
no longer exclude at least a supplementary competence of the General Assembly in
such matters.

It is the hope of my delegation that we may act together so that the two
principal political organs of our Organization will cease to go their separate
ways, avoiding all mutual contact, will cease to view each other as rivals, and
that we may seek, through patient consultation, the best solution to enable these
two organs to establish harmonious co-·.lperation and to move in the same direction,
along the same path and at the same pa-.:e.

President Habib Bourguiba, President of the RepUblic of T1l.1'J.isia, who is
numbered among the statesmen having the deepest faith in the irreplaceable role of
the United Nations and supporting any initiative aimed at strengthening its action
and influence, made a brief analysis of the problems besetting the United Nations
in his message on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Organization,
in which he stated:

"The most important and most> immediate of these problems is to restore
the authority and prestige of our Organization by recognizing fully its
responsibilities under the Charter and by giving it the means to assume
those responsibilities. Of course, the world has changed a great dee.l in
25 years; the Organization ~~s changed too. Therefore, it is necessary to
find the adjustments which take into account those changes, especially ~~he

new forces for peace and progress that have been released by decolonization

-85-



-.•n. f.- _ .. -....
These are the few thoughts which my delegation submits for the attention of the

members of our Comnnttee at this stage in our discussions, in the hop~' that they
will be considered as objectively and calmly as my delegation will consider the
proposals which have been or will shortly be submitted to us.

My delegation's participation in the work of this Comnnttee is guided by a
constructive spirit, a spirit of positive and sincere analysis aimed exclusively
at strengthening the role and influence of our Organization. My delegation is
convinced that this exercise in joint thinking will enable us to identify the
inevitable weak points of the Organization and to seek and devise together the most
appropriate solutions to the problems besetting the most impressive machinery for
peace and co-operation ever created by mankind.

,
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TURKEY

/Original: English/

The position of the Government of Turkey as to whether there is need to
review the Charter of the United Nations is on record. Therefore I will be very
brief in my statement and will merely emphasize the 'basic views of my Government.

AS 311 of us well know, the Charter of the United Nations was adopted under
extraordinary circumstances and in an atmosphere of understanding created during
and after the Second. World War. My delegation is of the opinion that there exists
unanimous agreement in the international community on the purposes and principles
of the Charter reflecting its basic concepts and that the international
co-operation aChieved in various fields since the adoption of the Charter was
realized due to this consensus.

Many of the States which attended the San Francisco Conference adopted the
United Nations Charter with the hope that it would be reviewed in the future.
Paragraph 3 of Article 109 of the Charter was included in it as a compromise
in order to ~atisfy the countries opposing some of the provisions of the Charter
and insisting on convening a Charter review conference after a certain period of
time. The possibility of convening a conference to conduct a ligeneral review"
of the Charter was provided, apart from the provisions of Article 109, by General
Assembly·· resolution 992 (X) of 21 November 1955, which stated that a review was
desirable and that a committee should be appointed to consider the question of
fixing the time and the place for a conference. According to the same resolution,
the review "should be conducted under auspicious international circumstances".
Although 20 years have passed since the adoption of this resolution, it was not

. possible to convene such a conference. In fact, any conference for the purpose
of reviewing the Charter involves the risk of weakening the effectiveness and
authority of the United Nations instead of enhancing it.

As stated by many of the distinguished delegates, the effectiveness and
vitality of the Charter depends not. so much upon its review, but upon the common
political will of Member States to fulfil the obligations and responsibilities
bestowed upon them by the Charter and to implement its provisions in its spirit and
letter. Furthermore, taking into consideration the sensitive balance reflected
in the Charter and the debates held: in the Sixth Committee and in the General
Assembly, the Turkish Government doubts whether the international atmosphere
is more suitable today than it was in 1955 for a general review. Before taking
up a review of this range, Member States must be confident that the international
atmosphere is appropriate for the success of such an initiative.

In view of the difficulties of undertaking a general review at present,
the Turkish Government is of the opinion that by adopting a constructive approach
and starting from a functional point of view partial reforms may be realized
within the pr€.6ent framework of the Charter.

As a matter of fact, the Charter has shown remarkable vitality and
adaptability during the 30 years of its existence by following closely the
development of the international community and by meeting its requirements in
general •.
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

The only way to reach a sound decision on whether there is need to review the
Charter is by studying thoroughly and in detail all the related documents, by
analysing replies from Member States to find out their political stand and by
evaluating the results carefully and realistically with the provisions of the
Charter concerning its review in mind.

!Original: RussianI'

On the other hand, the problem of re;viewing the Charter of the United Nations,
which is the constitution of the internationaJ. community such as any other
constitution, constitutes a complex, sensitive and a very important political and
legal problem. While understanding the core of the aspirations of the countries
which support the idea of reviewing the Charter, the Turkish Government, taking
into consideration the discussions in the General Assemb]~ and the provisions of
the Charter which show the ways and means to review it, considers that it is not
possible to undertake a total review under present international conditions.
However, Turkey is ready to study concrete proposals for change which will enhance
the effectiveness and the authority of the Organization.

Before concluding, I wish to respond briefly to a remark made at this
Ad Hoc Committee by the representative of Cyprus. He did not fail to use this
opportunity to cite the resolution of the General Assembly concerning Cyprus as one
of the resolutions which in his view had not been implemented. I do not think that
this is the proper forum to discuss this issue; yet I would wish to emphasize that
the resolution alluded to should be taken as a ",~hole whose implementation rests on
the political solution of the problem in the core of which lies the principle of
the equality of the two communities living in Cyprus. Had this principle been
observed by the Greek Cypriot side, we would have made more progress in the
implementation of that resolution.

The United Nations came into being as a result of the grea"t victory over
fascism and militarism, after the terrible ordeals experienced by the Soviet
people, which suffered the loss of 20 million lives. All the peoples of the

The Soviet delegation has repeatedly stated in the United Nations its position
of principle with regard to the inadmissibility of revising the United Nations
Charter. The question regarding the Charter which is before the Ad Hoc Committee
is so closely bound up with the very concept of the United Nations and is such a
serious matter that the Soviet delegation considers it necessary to draw the
attention of members of the Committee once again to the Soviet Government's letter
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the question of the Charter
(A!lOl02) and to state again officially that the position of the USSR in this
regard remains unaltered.

The United Nations is a unique international organization for co-operation
between States with different social systems, and its task is to promote the

• solution of a number of important international problems in the political,
economic, cultural, social and other spheres; above all, its task is to help solve
the fundamental question of concern to all the peoples of the world - that of
ensuring and strengthening international peace and security.
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anti-Hitler coalition, which SUbsequently became the f'ounders of' the United
Nations, made their contribution to this world-wide victory. This is why we
value so highly this Organization, its Charter and its main purpose, which is
to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war. In drawing up the
Charter the founder Members of the United Nations were guided primarily by the
lofty, humane aim of preventing any recurrence of the tragedy of a world war.
The Charter reflected new objective realities in the development of international
relations. The just and democratic principles of the sovereign equality of
States, the freedom and self-determination of peoples, and peaceful coexistence
between States with different social systems were made the basis of the Charter.

The history of the post-war development of international relations and the
work of the United Nations are convincing evidence that the struggle to strengthen
international peace and security, on the one hand, and unswerving compliance
with the provisions of the Charter, on the other hand, are closely interrelated and
inseparable. Experience shows that those States which strive to create real
preconditions for and guarantees of a lasting peace also speak out actively in
favour of making fullest use of the possibilities and potential of the United
Nations Charter and oppose any revision of its basic provisions. Naturally, the
Soviet Union, to~=ther with the overWhelming majority of States genuinely interested
in the development of international relations on the basis of peace, social progress
and democracy, has stood and will continue to stand for strengthening the
international legal order and for creating real preconditions and guarantees for
consolidating the universal peace and security of peoples and enhancing the
effectiveness of the United Nations on the basis of strict compliance with the
Charter.

The significance of the United Nations Charter lies not only in the fact that
it is a constitutional instrument designed to regulate the functioning of an
international organization which has proclaimed as its main objective "to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has
brought untold sorrO\-T to mankind il

• The Charter also represents a distinctive
code of conduct to be followed by the States forming this international community
and an effective instrument for pro~oting mutually beneficial co-operation
between States with different social systems. On the basis of the Charter, a vast,
complex system of international bilateral and multilateral treaties and agreements
regulating the relationships of States in the most varied fields of human activity
has emerged and continues to function and grow. All of this means that the United
Nations Charter is not an ordinary international agreement whose revision would
affect the interests of only two States or a group of States. The Cha"!"ter
represents a unique universal treaty Which, through legal and political means,
protects the interests and rights of all States, without exception, regardless of
whether they belong to the socialist or capitalist social and economic system.
That is why a revision of its basic provisions may have the most serious
consequences for all members of the international community and - what is most
important - may irreparably damage the'cause of strengthening world peace.

Over a period of 30 years, +'he Charter has stood the test of durability and has
proved its viability in a rapidl.1 changing world. As the introduction to the
Secretary-General's Report on the Work of the Organization (A/IOOOI/Add.l) rightly
states: "Despite all the unforeseen developments of the last 30 years, the
Organization has shown a remarkable capacity to take on new tasks, to adjust to
a changing world, and to meet new and unforeseen problems within the conceptual
and organizational framework laid down in the Charter. IV The Charter had made it
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possible for former colonies to become sovereign states and full-fledged Members
of the United Nations. It ensures the provJ.sJ.on of substantial assistance to
the developing countries. Acting in conformity with the Charter, the United Nations
has made, and is making, a useful contribution to the cause of strengthening
peace and solving pressing international problems. It is playing a constructive
role in furthering the process of detente in international relations.

;8

as

It was not by chance that in the Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe, signed on 1 August 1975, the leaders of 35 States not only
reaffirmed their commitment to the purposes snd principles of the United Nations
Charter but made a tremendous contribution to their development and application
with regard for the needs of the whole continent. A major step towards ensuring
a lasting, stable peace in Europe was made, and as L. I. Brezhnev, the General
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
pointed out in his statement: HThis is a victory of reason. Everyone has won:
countries of East and West, peoples of socialist and capitalist States, aligned and
neutral, big and smaJ.l. This is a prize for all who cherish peace and security on
our planet." Should not countries on other continents follow the example of Europe
and give serious thought to implementing the purposes and principles of the United
Nations Charter by applying them to the practical needs of other continents, such
as Asia, Africa and Latin America, instead of concerning themselves with revising
the Charter? It iq in this direction that much could be done to put the purposes
and principles of the Charter into practice with regard for the needs and special
characteristics of each region.

l'le clearly and explicitly uphold the immutability of the United Nations
Charter. We urge that serious consideration be given to the consequences which
could result from the tendent;y of' some countries to undermine the Charter.

The proponents of revision cannot deny that the fundamental principles of the
Charter have fully stood the test of time, that the founders of the United Nations
and the authors of che Charter succeeded in making ita universal instrument
available to the United Nations for the progressive and democratic transformation
of international relations and for strengthening, developing and enriching the
work of the whole Organization. As the statement of the Government of the USSR
on the question of the Charter of the United Nations (A/lOl02) points out:
liThe efforts undertaken by the United Nations and by Member States in accordance
wi1;h the Charter have helped to ensure that, for a period of 30 years now, mankind
haSI been spared the horrors of a world war. This is an important political result
of the work of the United Nations which bears witness to the great possibilities
of its Charter."

The proponents of Charter revision, both in the General Assembly and here in
the Committee, tirelessly repeat that during the past 30 years the world and the
international situation have changed. It is true that today's world is not what
it was 30 years ago and that the international situation has undergone tremendous
changes.

However, analysis of these changes and identification of the basic trends of
post-war development clearly indicate that these changes and trends are in the
direction of closer conformity to the purposes and principles of the Charter rather
than deviation from it. The fact that the peace-loving forces for 30 years now have
been able to prevent another world war vrith aJ.l its disastrous thermonuclear
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consequences, that the unrestricted domination of the international arena by
imperialist forces has now been ended, that the world colonial system has totally
collapsed and that the socialist States as ,'ell as dozens of nei-l'1y indeTlendent
States in Asia, Africa and Latin .An..,f~rica have established themselves in
international affairs o.s equals among equals - all this cannot of course be
regarded as a reason for revising and undermining the Charter. On the contrary,
this can only inspire the peace-loving nations to continue to work for the
realization of the lofty purposes and principles of the United Nations laid down
in the Charter.

Nearly all those who have spoken here in favour of revJ.sJ.ng the C:Larter have
contended that revision is necessary because of the increase in the membership
of the Organization. However, this generally known fact argues in p:recisely the
opposite direction. The increased membership of the United Nations is evidence
not of the short-comings of the Charter but of its strength and its acceptability
to new States, since the process of decolonization has been the result of
implementation of the Charter's lofty purposes and humane principles. The increase
in the membership of the United Nations brought about the enlargement of the
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council. This was a response by
the United Nations to the influx of new members.

The ranks of the United Nations have been swelled by dozens of young African,
Asian and Latin American States which have won their freedom and national
independence since the adoption by the United Nations, on the initiative of the
USSR and on the basis of the Charter, of the Declaration on the Granting of .
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The Soviet Union views with
understanding the legitimate aspiration of young Member States to play an active
role in the United Nations, and the Charter gives them the necessary scope and
unlimited opportunities for this purpose. The developing States participate
directly in the formulation and adoption of all decisions in all United Nations
organs, inclUding the General Assembly and the Security Council. It is wrong
to contend that the interests of the llthird world:! are not taken into account
within the present structure of the United Nations. The 71third world" countries
are today playing a decisive role in the adoption of decisions in the United
Nations. Without their support $Od their votes, it is not possible to adopt
decisions which are contrary to their interests in the General Assembly, the
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council. Moreover, the llthird world il

countries alone can ensure the adoption of any decision they wish in the General
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. This is all the more true because
they can always rely on the support of the socialist countries in questions havine
to do with enhancing of the effectiveness of the United Nations and strengthening
peace. It would be wrong to think that the work of the United Nations can be
improved Qy increasing the privileges of one group of States or by infringing
the rights and interests of the socialist group of States. Today and in the
foreseeablle future, the solution of any international problem will be possible
only by reconciling the wishes of States with different social systems. This
fundamental idea is adequately embodied in the present Charter. The socialis"t
countries cannot abandon their interests and their fate in the United Nations
to the discretion of the capitalist countries, and, conversely, the capitalist
countries would not wish to abandon theirs to the discretion of the socialist
countries.

The United Nations, with the active participation of the "third worldll and the
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socialist countries, has adopted many useful decisions on the strengthening of
international security, disarmament, the struggle against colonialism and racism,
the development of progressive rules of international law, and social and economic
development. All these decisions develop and supplement, in a unique and useful way,
the ideas embodied in the Charter. A prominent pla.ce in the work of the United
Nations has been given to questions connected with providing assistance to the
developing countries, accelerating their economic development and establishing new
and genuinely equal economic relations between all countries. The results of
30 years of work by the United Nations are convincing proof that its Chartel·
meets the needs of the day and the tasks now facing this Organization.

The central task of the United Nations as embodied in the Charter, namely
the maintenance of international peace and security, has lost nothing of its
urgency and timeliness, since the danger of war has still not bee completely
eliminated. Aggressive reactionary forces unceasingly seek to arrest the process
of detent~, to turn the course of events back to the "cold waril period, to
preserve the breeding grounds of tension and conflict, and to step up the arms
race, cO"D.pelling the world to spend $275 thousand million a year on means of
destruction rather than of construction and de·~relopment. This must be the main
focus of our attention.

In considering the question of possible revis ion of the Charter, one cannot
but ask: ilWho would benefit. from such a revision?' 'Ihere is no question that
revision of the Charter and the stirring up of discord and disputes between
States that would inevitably result from consideration of the question could benefit
only those forces of reaction and militarism, as vTel1 as those pseudo-revolutionary
circles, which are not interested in promoting greacer all-round co-operation
between States, in the establishment of a climate of confidence and mutual
understanding between peoples, in the strengthening of international peaCE: and
security and in the relaxation of international tension.

The especially da.ngerous feature of the various proposals and plans for
revision of the basic provisions of the United Nations Charter now being put
forward is that their consideration is diverting the United Nations and the entire
world co~unity of States from the solution of ~enuinely pressing, vital and urgent
international problems, such as general and complete disarmament under. strict
international control, convening of the World Disarmament Conference, elimination
of the vestiges of colonial and racist domination, finding solutions to unresolved
crisis situations, the forTIulation of measures aimed at deenenin~ the process of
detente, and questions of economic development •

The Soviet Union is profoundly convinced that the reasons why some useful
decisions of United i:;ations or6ans remain a dead letter, "Thy the shameful
evils of colonial and racist domination have still not been finally eliminated,
why the danger of war still exists in some parts of the world are not to be found
in the Charter. The reason is that some States Members of the United Nations are
not co~~lying with the provisions of the Charter and are violating its purposes
and principles. One cannot, of course, accept a situation in which some States
strictly comply with their obligations under the Charter while others permit
themselves to ignore those obligations. As is pointed out in the statement of
the Government of the USSR on the question of the Charter: "There can be no
exc~ptions to the demand for strict compliance with the obligations imposed by
the Charter. It is along these lines that ways of enhancing the effectiveness of
the United Nations and strengthening its authority must be sought. 11

If
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An analysis of the documents submitted by the United Nations Secretariat shows
that revision of' the Charter is essentially favoured by only a very small group
of States, including some which may claim to have opposed the Charter from the
very inception of the United Nations. Their behaviour comes as no surprise to us.
On closer examination, the various ideas and proposals put forward by this
group are found to serve either individual ambitions or narrow group interests. It
seems difficult to convince these countries that their position is not only
profoundly wrong but also dangerous to the United Nations and to the cause of
co-operation among States.

The statements of those in the Committee who favour revision of the Charter
make it clear that they regard the principle of unanimity of the permanent members
of the Security Council as virtually the main reason for short-comings in the work
of the United Nations. They infer f'rom this that it is necessary to reform the
Charter, to eliminate or limit the application of the principle of' unanimity, and
to give the General Assembly the powers assigned by the Charter to the Security
Council. Nothing could be more incorrect, for the principle of unanimity is the
keystone of' the Charter. It is the basis of the work of the United Nations. This
principle is the most realistic of all the possible solutions and the only
reasonable one, given the existence in the world of States belonging to two
different social and economic systems - socialism and capitalism. The statement
of the Government of the USSR on the question of the Charter says: "The key
principle of the United Nations Charter - the principle of the unanimity of the
permanent members of the Security Council - has served and continues to serve as
a strong barrier to the use of the Security Council for purposes contrary to the
maintenance of international peace and security. As experience has shown, the
principle of unanimity in the Security Council has great significance for young
developing States and small countries and peoples struggling f'or f'reedom and
inde:pendence. The Soviet Union has repeatedly made use of its rights as a
permanent member of' the Security Council to support national liberation movements
and to def'end the just cause of peoples struggling against colonial and racist
domination. All States, irrespective of' their size, military strength, stage
of economic development or adherence to a given social system, have an interest
in preserving unshaken the principle of unanimity. Without that principle, the
very existence of the United Nations would be unthinkable .•• ". This must be
especially stressed and kept in mind.

On the whole, tne principle of unanimity plays a positive role in dealing
with questions of the maintenance of international peace and security, and the
Soviet Union vigorously objects to any and all attempts to alter that principle.

Some speakers here contended that.. the principle of unanimity provides the
permanent members of the Security Council with privileges and special rights
which infringe upon the rights and interests of small and medium-sized States.
In actual fact, what that principle does above all is to impose upon the
permanent members of the Security Council major obligations in dealing vnth the
most important questions connected with the maintenance of international peace
and security. Under present-day conditions, it is obviously impossible to solve
such problems by means of a vote and to take decisions concerning them by a
mechanical majority, since, given the realities of the nuclear age, an attempt by
certain permanent members of the Security Council to take coercive measures on
behalf of the United Nations against other permanent members would in fact mean
a thermonuclear world war with all the ensuing fatal consequences for mankind.
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It follows that the principle of una.'1imity is not a privilege but a historical
necessity. Those who oppose the principle of unanimity at the same time fail to
mention the practical fact that~ after the enlargement of the Security Council to
15 members~ the number of non-permanent members of the Council from the non-ali3ned
group of countries has increased to such an extent that it now rep."esents a kind
of "collective veto". Even when the principle of unanimity of the permanent members
of the Security Council is applied in its ideal form~ that is~ with their concurring
votes~ no decision can be adopted by the Council without the participation~

support and affirmative votes of the non-permanent members of the Council.

The Soviet delegation would like to emphasize that consideration of the
question of revising the Charter serves no useful purpose. Instead of focusing
their attention on looking for imperfections in the text of the Charter or on
introducing amendments to it ~ States Members of the United Nations should make
every effort firmly and resolutely to uphold the authority of the Charter and to
iI?Plement its lofty purposes and principles. It is that course which serves
the vital interests of peoples, since it gives the United Nations wider
opportunities to help to strengthen international detente, make detente stable
and irreversible, and strengthen international peace and security.

That is why the Soviet Union is opposed to even raising the question of
revision of the Charter. It is our firm conviction that attempts to revise the
United Nations Charter would merely result in iiconfrontat ion 77 between large
countries without giving the small ones any more special privileges than they
already have. If the non-aligned countries were given a permanent seat in the
Security Council, as some speakers have proposed, that might only cause discord
between them. On the whole ~ an attempt to revise the Charter would impair the
authority of the United Nations and the cause of international co-operation
amon~ all States.

The Soviet delegation believes that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Charter
will be able to fulfil the task assigned to it only if it concentrates on how to
make effective use of the possibilities afforded by the Charter, on how to make
further progress on the basis of and in compliance with the Charter in such
important areas of mutual relations between States as the strengthening of
detente, the maintenance of international peace and security, general and complete
disarmament under strict international control, decolonization, the elimination
of apartheid and racial discrimination ~ and the social and economic development
of peoples.

That approach would be in keeping with the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee.
Conversely, the formulation of amendments to the Charter or of recommendations
for its revision which some delegations are urging upon the Committee, is
obviously beY0nd the Committee's mandate as set forth in General Assembly
resolution 3349 (XXIX) and means leading the Committee into a blind alley. It
should be kept in mind that the Committee was established not to revise the
Charter but to consider the question of whether its revision is advisable. This
is borne out by the documents of the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly •

As far as the discussion in the Committee is concerned, it vividly
demonstrates how futile and far-fetched the very idea of revising the Charter is.
No mature politician would propose such a dangerous "operation" on the living
body of the United Nations when there are no convincing arguments in favour
of revision and when there is no agreement whatsoever regarding the very idea of
revision.
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In conclusion and in the light of what I have said, my delegation considers
it necessary to emphasize the following:

The Soviet Union is consistently in favour of enhancing the roJ.e and
effectiveness of the United Nations as an important instrument for the
strengthening of peaee 0 It believes that this can be achieved in strict
compliance with the C~arter, since that document in its present form fully serves
the interests of maintaining peace and international security, which is the main
task of the United Nations under the Charter 0 On the other hand, revision of the
Charter, and in particQLar any change in the procedure for adopting decisions in the
Security Council may well shake the foundations of United Na.tions work and call
into question the very existence of the Organization. The Charter provides the
necessary scope for broad participation by all States in United Nations activities •
Proof of this is the active part played by the non-aligned countries in the
adoption of important United Nations decisions on matters of str~ngthening peace,
disarmament, decolonization and economic relations 0 We are firmly convinced
that not revision of the Charter but its strict observance by all Member States
without exception is the way to enhance the effectiveness of the United Nations
and strengthen its authority •

The Ad Hoc_ Committee on the Charter of' the United Nations could, after its
members have set forth their views, complete work on the submission to the
General Assembly of a factual document on the discussion that has taken place •

l'..."
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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

/Original: English/

There may, possibly, be some relation between a State' s attitude to Charter
review and its domestic constitutional experience.

My country does not have a written constitution. The relations between the
various institutions are regulated in part by law and in part by ~olitical

convention. Changes in the machinery of government are brought about by these
E"nmE means, and above all by the exercise of a political capacity in determining
what is needed and what is possible at any particular time, in determining
"ivhether change should be brougl':.t about by formal measures, or by new political
conventions, and in determining whether there is any need for giving formal
definition to a particular and possibly temporary pattern of relationship between
institutions. Nor are we much concerned with a tidying-up process of obsolete
or obsolescent provisions; disuse has its own constitutional effect.

There are, of course, obvious differences between the constitutions of States
and those of international institutions. But our experience of the former
certainly colours our approach to the question of Charter review. It is reflected
:in o'..lr written obs.=rvations on that question.

Of course, the Charter 1S not a perfect document. I doubt if there is
anyone whe. suggests it is. But is that the point? 'l'he point is does it work
and can the process of review or change be pursued wi~hout endangering the
structure and arrangements it provides? Much has been made of the fact that
the Charter is the product of the Second World War and reflects the preoccupations
of 30 years ago. Are we any the less preoccupied today with the problems of
international peace and security, the development of friendly relations between
States and international co-operation in solving international problems of, to take
only one item, an econom~c nature? The framework is there, the objectives are
agreed upon. No one proposes amendments to Article 1. The significance of 1945
is not that it is 30 years ago, but that the circumstances of the time were unique
and they produced the will to unite, on a particular basis - the basis on which
this Organization has functioned ever since.'

In reply to the invitation of the Secretary-General pursuant to resolution
2697 (XXV), my Government stated their belief that any general review was not in
the best interests of the United Nations, that there was no substantial measure
of agreement and that the initiation of the p~ocess of review was likely to lead
to the weakening rather than the strengthening of the United Nations. However,
my Government stated their willingness to consider any specific amendments
which were "Tell founded and had wide support among all sectors of the membership
of the lfuited Nations.

My Government ~lso submitted written obs=rvations in reply to the invitation
of the Secretary-General pursuant to resolution 3349 (XXIX), stating our view
that the Charter continues to provide a rational fn:unework and an effective
machinery for the activities of the United Nations, and that we did not consider
any amendments to the Charter were required to enhance the ability of the United
Nations to achieve its purposes. As to specific proposals that may be made for
amendment to the Charter, we suggested certain criteria by which the practical
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possibilities could be tested. These, shortly, are a specific and present need for
a particular change which can only be achieved by an amendment to the Charter,
and the likelihood that the proposal would in fact command the support required
by Article 108.

We also suggested that there were steps that might be tillcen to facilitate
the working of the machinery of the United Nations which did not require amendment
of the Charter and we listed some of them. It is in this area, in my Government's
view, that the possibilities of a constructive approach may be achieved.

:e

.1 .:.

Those are the views of my Government on this issue. I now turn to the views
of other Governments in respect of the matters for which this Committee was
appointed. This is not a committee to review the Charter or even - despite the
contrary impression which may be gleaned from some statements - to set a review
in train. The· sponsors of what became resolution 3349 (XXIX) were careful to spell
out its purpose. As the distinguished representative of Sierra Leor~ said in
the Sixth Committee:

"'.The draft resolution was a simple one and the mandate of the
Ad Hoc Committee was limited to consideration of the possibility of
revising the Charter, without stipulating which sections of the Charter
should be given particular attention. In other words , it dealt only
with procedural questions and was non-committal. 11

Let us look, then, at what Governments have written and said about the suggestion
that there should be a review of the Charter.

There is, it goes without saying, a wide· variety of oplnl0n in the
statements made here, in the written observations of those who have responded to
the Secretary-General's request in 1972, 1974 and 1975, in the speeches in the
Sixth Committee on what became resolution 3349 (XXIX). We have been accorded
ample opportunity during the first part of the meetings of this Committee to
refresh our memories of these earlier obse~vations and statements and so to
appreciate the differences and shades of differences that they exhibit. It
would not be fair to describe any as disclosing expressions of indifference to
this question, but there are a number of cases of a lack of interest in the
question of Charter review as compared with other, more pressing, problems of
the Organization. And, as ·~he distinguished representatives of India pointed
out yesterday, there are ways of achiAving particular structural and functional
changes without a~~nding the Charter.

The number of written replies received by the Secretary-General would seem
to indicate that there is no widespread interest, let alone commitment, to a
review of the Charter. ~1hen the various resolutions were being discussed in the
Sixth Committee, it was noted that less than 40 States had sUbmit~ed written
observations. An examination of those observations shows that some States are
for review, some against it; some were interested in the amendment of 9 pRrticular
provision; some, despite their interest in the amendment of a particular provision,
were not persuaded of the necessity or desirability of a review of the Charter.
And there is no need for me to ~emind this Commit~ee of the fundam~nta1 difference
between a step-at-a-time approach and a step-by~step approach.

Fewer States which made written observations were positively in favour of
a review of the Charter than either were positively against it or ~whatever their
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views on specific i~sues) were not persuaded of its necessity or desirability. We
I'ecognize the strength and sincerity of the opinions of those who are for review.
I hope they too will recognize the strength and sincerity of the opinions of
those who are opposed to that course or who do not see it as a means of effecting
change.

It was said in the Sixth Committee that to draw attention to the fact that only
38 States had replied to the Secretary-General' s questionnaire was a "formalistic
viewil and that there was hardly a Member State Which hac'!. not at one time or.· other
expressed its views on the functioning of the Charter. This may be so; but then
we have the resolution setting up our Committee which also invited Governments " ~

to submit, or to bring up to date their observations, so that they could be
examined here.

..
L It might be expected that those who had an interest, who wished to express

an interest, in this subject would think it appropriate to express their views 
particularly so if they were not to be members of the Committee - and the probable
membership of the Committee was known to a greater extent in time for non-members
GO submit their observations in writing.

In the event 20 further observations were received, (11 from members of this
Committee, 9 from State: not members of this Committee) but only 5 were from
Governments which had not previously submitted observations and only 3 of them from
Governments not represented on the Committee. The pattern of these new
20 observations reflected the pattern of the earlier written observations. There
were fewer positively in favour of a review of the Charter than there were
either positively against or not persuaded of its necessity or desirability.
Thus, over-all, we have only 43 Members of the Organization, less than one third,
sufficiently interested to submit written observations.

I very much regret that I was unable to be in this Committee when the
distinguished representative of Colombia spoke the week before last. I have,
however, studied carefully what he said and I hope I do not misrepresent him when
I say that I understand Ambassador Caicedo to have introduced his serious and
moderate argument of the case for review with the observation that the silence
of many countries was not to be attributed to an indifference or a neutrality
towards the problem.

It is not infrequently difficult to interpret speech - or, to be more
precise, to determine the intent and direction of a statement drafted with
caution and expressed with care. One must take extra care in seeking to
interpret silence.

Twenty-two States represented on this Committee have submitted observations
in writing. We know where they stand - even if we had to revise our views in (,ne
case - about two thirds of the way through its representative's statemenJ(j in this
Committee. A number of the members of this Comru.ittee, whose Governments had not
submitted written observations, have broken their silence here. Now we know
specifically where a dozen more members of this Committee dtand.

Let us extend our examination beyond the members of the Committee, beyond the
21 States not members of this Committee who have submitted written observations,
and look to the 38 other States whose representatives spoke in the context of
Charter review in the Sixth Committee.
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Many States voted for the establishment of this Committee. But they voted for
a Committee to consider the possibility of revising the Charter - to examine the
views of Governments. A vote for this Committee is not automatically a vote for
Charter review. In a number of cases the representatives of these States which
voted for this Committee said explicitly - in terms which banish any doubt about
the matter - that they were not eommitting themselves to a-review. Thus an
examination of the speeches of these representatives of these 38 other States by no
means indicates any ground-swell of a positive will to review the Charter or a
conviction of the necessity of Charter review.

Having regard to th~ diversity of op1n10n of those who have spoken or
submitted written Observations on the issue of Charter review and to the limits
to which a number of these wh, voted for this Committee put on their vote, I must
take leave to doubt that any inference can be drawn from the silence of others.

Having regard to the diversity of opinion of those who have spoken or
submitted written Observations on the issue of Charter review and to the limits
to which those who voted for this Committee put on their vote, there is no evidence
before us that, as has been asserted, a majority of States is in favour of a
general review of the Charter.

There is evidence of a strong commitment to that end; there is evidence of
strong opposition to that course; there is evidence of a middle ground Which,
while it may have various interests in specific matters is adverse to, or not for,
a general revision of the Charter. In these circumstances, my delegation is
unable to discern a situation in which the necessity and practicability of a
review of the Charter is eatablished.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

/Original: English/

We have spoken later rather than earlier because we believed we owed it to
those who advocated the creation of this Committee to listen to their views. We
have done so with interest.

Our own views on the question of Charter review are not unknown to the members
of this Committee.

Our doubts as to the utility of the exercise are not based on a belief that
the United Nations is functioning perfectly or in the manner hoped for in 1945.
Far from it. The United Nations, for all its considerable success in the field
of international peace and security and in certain economic and social fields, can
and must do a far better job if it is to meet the urgent and immediate needs of
the world. We, however, do not believe that the provisions of the Charter are the
cause of any of the impediments to the greater effectiveness of the Organization.

Our doubts are, moreover, not based on any attempt to maintain the status quo
of 1945, a position long since gone, or for that matter to maintain the status quo
of 1975. We do not view the Charter as some rigid, inflexible document which
would force the realities of the present, the immediate past, OY.' the future into
a mould suitable only for the world of 1945. Rather we believe the Charter has
adapted continuously to the currents of time, truly fulfilling its role as ah
organic instrument. The drafters of the Charter at the San Francisco Conference
were wise enough to realize that 1945 was but a moment in the course of history
a brilliant one full of opportunity but still only a moment in an ever-changing
huma,n drama. The Charter they drafted was meant to stand the tests of time, to
grow. bend and develop with the evolution of history.. The extent to which the
Charter has done just that is a tribute to their wisdom and foresight. Even a
cursory look at the 30 years of the United Nations establishes clearly the flexible
manner in whi ch the Charter has evolved to meet changing needs and desires. We
gave detailed examples of this evolution in our statement in the Sixth Committee
at the 1517th meeting and other delegations have cited examples in this debate.

In so far as my delegation is concerned, we continue to believe that the risks
c,

in any effort at comprehensive Charter review at this time far outweigh the
chances of accomplishment. Mention has alreadJ~een made by other speakers of the
dangers of review leading to a heightening of disagreement and confrontation -
the last thing the Organization needs at this time and also the enemy of continued
evolutionary development. As we see it, tinkering with the constitutional structure
of the institution runs the further great risk of diverting attention and concern
from the urgent problems with which the institution can and must deal. As the
United States declared in its comments to the Secretary-General: "We believe that
the United Nations' overriding need at present is to function as a 'center for
harmonizing the actions of nations' as stipulated by the Charter itself. We
believe that the rededication to this objective and the taking of practical steps
to encourage respect for both assenting and dissenting views in the decision-making
process is the most important contribution that could be made to move the United
Nations toward the ideal of international co-operation that the Charter was
designed to attain. iI
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In this general context, there are the suggestions, or variants thereof, that
were made during the 1971 discussion of the Assembly's Special Committee on the
Rationalization of the Procedures and Organization of the General Assembly that
warrant further examination. There are also proposals and suggestions not
requiring Charter amendment that have been made in response to General Assembly
requests for governmental views in connexion with its agenda item on strengthening
the role of the United Nations, which have yet to be carefully considered by any
United Nations working group, as the French Government has pointed out. Most
recently, there is the report of the Group of Experts on the Structure of the
United Nations System prepared in resp~nse to General Assembly resolution
3343 (XXIX) of last December, which will come before the seventh special session of
the General Assembly next month. Whet:her or not one agrees with any or all of the
suggestions in that report, one cannot ignore the breadth and scope of the changes
proposed which, with but one or two minor exceptions, could be accomplished without
a single change in the text of the Charter.

Progress along these lines, in the opinion of my delegation, is far more
likely to lead to a strengthening of the United Nations than any attempt at
wholesale review of the Charter. This is particularly true because we have seen
no evidence so far of any general agreement on the objectives of such a review or
on any specific suggestions or amendments that are desirable to enable the United
Nations to function more effectively.

Finally, it must be recognized that the proposals for procedural and
structural reform of the United Nations remain before the United Nations for
consideration in the appropriate bodies. For example, the Economic and Social
Council at its last session recommended that the seventh special session of the
General Assembly next month establish a committee to study the restructuring of
the United Nations system to improve its performance in the economic and social
fields. In the resolution on the rationalization of the procedures and
organization of the General Assembly adopted at its twenty-sixth session, the
Assembly decided "to review from time to time the progress achieved in
rationalizing its work:? The item on strengthening the role of the United Nations
is again on the Assembly's agenda at its upcoming thirtieth session. The United
States remains prepared to co-operate fully in any efforts along these lines that
the Assembly may decide to undertake.

My delegation will now return to the question of the views of other States.

We have analysed the comments submitted by Governments in response to
resolution 2697 (XXV), resolution 2968 (XXVII) and resolution 3349 (XXIX), and we
note that the majority of those who responded did not favour review of the Charter.
The fact that only 43 Member States, less than a thL~d. of the Members, responded
at all in a five-year period is further evidence of the lack of support for such
an und.erstanding. At the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly a number of'
delegates favoured the establishment of an ad hoc committee whose main purpose,
as described by the delegate of Pakistan and others, .would be to ascertain whether
there is a need to embark on a review. In the fulfilment of our mandate, we must
take full account of the fact that most States Members have neither responded nor
supported the idea of Charter .review. Furthermore, the statements made in this
Committee since its inception on 28 July by no means suggest a ground-swell of
enthusiasm for review of the Charter.

In our view there is a substantial risk to all if this matter is pressed when
the time is so clearly not right.
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YUGOSLAVIA

/Original: English/

Yugoslavia voted in favour of the resolution establishing the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Charter of the United Nations considering that it was imperative
that questions concerning the possibility of improving the various provisions of
the Charter, in ~armony with the changes and requirements dictated by general
development and the needs of democratization of international relations, should
be kept under continual review within the ·framework of the United Nations, with
the participation of all the Members of the world Organization. The question
of the review or possible amending of the Charter should actually be a
component of a broader action aimed at strengthening the role of the United
Nations in solving the most important, acute and long-term problems of the
present-day world, as the world Organization must constantly adapt itself to
new situations, while its organs and agencies must become even more capable to
deal with the requirements of the time. The question of the re'\Tiew of the Charter
cannot be enclosed within the narrow framework of legal and procedural problems,
nor can it be solved exclusively by legal ann procedural means, because it is a
question of paramount political significance having far-reaching implications .

The consideration of this question in the Commdttee so far has been very
useful, both with l~egard to the general approach adopted by a number of
delegations here and with respect to some concrete proposals submitted by various
delegations, proposals that require further study. vIe do not expect the Committee
to submit already to the forthcoming session of the General Assembly concrete
proposals for the updating of the Charter before these questions are thoroughly
examined in the Committee itself and by the other Members of the United Nations,
and before general agreement is reached.

In this connexion, I would like to add the following considerations that
my delegation had in mind in examining this important but, at the same time, very
delicate issue. First, in spite of the fact that there are some short-earnings
in the Charter, it has nevertheless withstood the test of time and of all the
changes which have so significantly altered the face of the world since the
founding of the United Nations. The basic principles of the Charter, designed
to regulate relations aLlong States, have Pl"oI!:oted the development of the
international community on the basis of act:ve and peaceful coexistence and the
realization and strengthening of democratization of international relations.
Moreover, in the struggle for progressive changes in international political
and economic relations now under ''lay, the Charter has always provided a political
and legal foundation open to all such trends, as the eharter itself has been
both the corner~stcne and the signpost of coming equitable relations in the
.vcrld.

All this does not mean, of course, that the Charter is unchangeab12, that
its every word and element is sacrosanct in its present form and that the various
provisions of the Charter cannot be improved so as to reflect new relations and
needs.

Second, a number of delegations have referred in their statements to these
changes, such as the emergence of a large number of new States, the coming to an
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end of colonialism (with the exception of some areas), changes in political and
economic relations, reflecting the endeavour of all countries and peoples to
participate in the solving of major international problems on a footing of'
equality and, within this context, the efforts aimed at establishing a new
international economic order. Not to speak of changes in the concept of peace
and security founded on the global interdependence of the contemporary world,
the need for a universal character of an international detente, the responsibility
and interest of all in solving outstanding problems of economic and political
development, or crisis situations etc. Besides, international practice has
created new areas of international relations which are not encompassed by the
Charter, such as new prospects and possibilities for international co-operation
in the spheres of outer space, of the law of the sea, of the human environment
and so on. Further, the function of peace-keeping operations - which have been
used by the United Natons on several occasions - has not been regulated by the
Charter. We feel that the further and constant promotion of the principle of
the equitable geographical representation of regions and countries in all United
Na.tions organs and in the Secretariat of the Organization is of utmost importance.
This is already sufficient to show that this Committee was established at the
right moment and that it is faced with important tasks.

Third, t~e mere amendment of some of the Articles of the Charter - no matter
how useful and agreed - does not automatically guarantee its application, which
deper.1s on the behaviour and the political will of the Member States. This is
also confirmed by examples of disregard for the principleS of the Charter, the
frequent and brutal violation of which constitutes a threat to international
relations in general and to the world Org' .aization itself. Actually, this is
part of the wider problem of effectiveness of the United Nations, which depends
on the attitude of its Members towards the world Ol"'gazdzation and, in particu+ar,
towards the implementation of the decisions and recommendations of its principal
organs. Therefore, we feel that the Third Conference of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Lusaka in 1970, adopted a correct
stand in stating that:

liThe Conference is of -the firm conviction that if the United Nations
has not been very successful in some of its various endeavours, it is not
only because of any inherent defect of the Charter but also because of the
unwillingness of some Member States to fully observe the principles of
the Charter."

It should also be noted that the United Nations has succeeded in introducing
into international consciousness and practice, and even international law 
through some of its most important decisions and documents - new concepts and
notions, in keeping with the requirements of our time. We have in mind the
declarations on decolonization, on friendly relations between States, the
Definition of Aegression~ the Declaration and the Progr~e of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, the Charter of ~conomic

Rights and Duties of States, etc.

The V'ie1vs expressed in the debate so far, drawing attention to some problems,
to the short-eomings and inadequacies of individual provisions of the Charter,
merit our full attention and call for further study on our part, However, in
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doing so, we must have a positive, active approach, directed towards the adoption
of necessary additions and changes. We must also evince an indispensable degree
of realism with regard to what and when is something possible and appropriate.
We are referring here to the views which were expressed with regar.d to the
necessity of amending the Charter in such areas as the increased membership of
the Economic and Social Council, of the Security Council, the restrictive
interpretation or restraint in the use of the veto, the future new function of
the Trusteeship Council, the regulation of peace-keeping operations etc.
However, we do not feel that the time is ripe for definitive stand with regard
to these views. All these questions should be studied. The Charter can be
amended only on the basis of the broadest possible ccnsensus.

May I be permitted, at this point, to, at the same time, stress that we
have not yet secured the establishment of a new economic order; the process of
decolonization has not been brought to an end; interference and the ~se of force
continue to be practised, primarily against some non-aligned and developing
countries; detente is still limited to some countries and some parts of the world;
the achievements of technology and nuclear energy are still in the hands of a
narrow circle of countries; disarmament, on the whole, continues to amount to an
unfulfilled programme, while the arms race constitutes increasingly a special
aspect of political, economic and technological pressure brought to bear on the
non-aligned and other developing countries.

Priority should be accorded to the solving of these problems, while fully
relying on the Charter as it is or with the amendments that might possibly be
incorporated into it •

We witness, and we are part of, a growing disposition to bring the United
Nations as a whole, the United Nations system, into harmony with the needs and
cODJiitions of our time. In this our Committee should have, and already has, an
important role to play. This is why we support it and believe that the thirtieth
session of the General Assembly should extend its mandate, and that the Committee
should continue to deal with this matter in a dedicated manner. My delegation
shall endeavour to contribute to the best of its abilities towards maki~g the
work of the Committee as effective as possible.
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ZAMBIA

/Original: English/

The development of democracy and the growth of democratic ideals have made it
more and more apparent that political problems covering fields of vast importance
to all nations cannot be dealt with coincidentally or ad casum. Indeed this was
the democratic conviction that led world leaders twice in this century to resort to
international organizations as instruments of preserving international peace. It
is with a great sense of sadness that we recall that the forces of evil did not
spare the League of Nations and consequently the entire world was plunged into a
devastating war. Today, we are all glad to have the United Nations that resounds
everYWhere as not only a hope but a warning that the forces of evil still persist
and could triumph if not constantly checked and plunge the world into untold sorrow.

In our present state of anxiety regarding the stature and relevance of the
United Nations Charter, the topic "The review of the United Nations Charter" is
therefore refreshingly hopeful and, I think an accurate statement of the world's
preoccupation. It implies a realization that the present state of the Charter
requires a positive reappraisal and that it cannot continue to operate on a
negative basis.

The United Nations has been built as an in$trument by which relations between
nations a.re regulated. It provides a platform on which different opinions and
approaches are supposed to be resolved in a spirit of mutual understanding. Mutual
understanding has become even more important and relevant because of the
realization that we have in the United Nations Organization, a dynamic philosophy
which could be made effective in shaping a better wor~d of tomorrow.

The Charter was drafted by about 50 states which had scarcely recover-ed from
the shock of the Second World "Tar and it bore the marks of the world situation at
that time. Since then, empires have fallen, new nations have emerged and taken
their rightful place in the world community and in the struggle to -improve the
human lot. The authors of the Charter had hoped that that instrument, which was
to transport the world community toward progress, would be reviewed after 10 years;
however, it has not been reviewed for SO years. There have been warnings of the
greatest perils if the review were to take place. Surprisingly enough, some of
these warnings have come from those Powers that claim to support third world
countries. It is possible that those who defend the Charter in its present :orm
have studied the Charter and have found it satisfactory as far as they are concerned,
but as far as we of the third world are concerned, the review of the Charter is
long overdue.

Nobody in 1945 could envisage the contribution of the llew nations of the third
world in 1975, for instance, because they did not exist and were therefore not
represented. Today, they are a reality with a profound impact upon the United
Nations. The impact of the third world cuuntries has been reflected in the United
Nations General Assembly more than anywhere else. The General Assembly indeed
represents the democratization uf international relations.

The third world or the developing countries have two main preoccupations,
namely,. security and development. Security considerations necessitate their
bandying together in an attempt to ward off efforts by major Powers to encroach
on them. They also find that when they unite against such encroachment their
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sovereignty and territorial integrity are respected by the more pcwerful and
aggressive nations with ill motives. Unity of purpose also enables the group to
exchange experiences which are benaficial to their developments.

The mere fact that the majority of the Member States of the United Nations
identif~ themselves as a distinct group of poor nations means that thei:t·
preoccu::lations would be reflected in the work of the Organization if it is truly
democratic. This has in fact proved to be the case in the past, and especially
during the twenty-ninth session of the General Assembly. This is a natural
development and should be assisted to evolve in the right direction for the benefit
of the poor of the world. A cO~oiderable amount of the work of the United Nations
depends on decisions of the General Assembly, so much so that the critics of that
organ assert that the resolutions of the General Assembly are merely statements
of advice and that they stand the risk of living in an ivory tower.

In the view of my delegation, efforts aimed at the effectiveness of the United
Nations should start here. There is need for Member States to commit themselves
unreservedly to the cause of peace in the first place, and to back that up by
implementing decisions of the General Assembly Which cover all aspects of national
and international life. This is more than urgent now that the United Nations has
been recognized as the only j nternational forum which offe:rs hope for the
realization of international understanding, peace and security.

The United Nations Charter provides a valid guide whose principles are, as
reflected in the General Assembly, based on collaboration and compromise. However,
these principles are constantly violated by the existence of the anachronistic
provisions or the Security Council as represented by the veto power enjoyed by its
five permanent members.

Those who considered themselves chiefly responsible for designing the Charter
in relation to the role of the permanent members in the Security Council took it
for granted, rightly or wrongly, that there would always be unanimity at all times
on the question of determining the course to be steered for the world body.

However, on closer analysis and after 30 years of the United Nations operation,
it is evident that in reality it meant that no great Power would be bound by any
number of votes against it, not even by a unanimous decision of the other Members.

It is also easy to realize that in 1945 a world still flushed with the
achievements of victorious democracy had just begun to realize that before it lay
the long and laborious road of reconstruction, and that in spite of the differences
that were attendant at the time" agreement was easier during that period of war,
for in war-time, everj-rthing was subordinated to the achievement of victory without
which salvation could nut be imagined. Inconvenient differences of any kind were apt
to be shelved until victory had been consolidated. With ti;ie coming of peace over
the past 30 years inevitably has come also the need to look facts in the face.

As we look facts in the face, many of us are perturbed by the fact that, as
an institutio'.~ the veto does not have a good record. We are apt to recall, for
instao.r.;f"; th.<rt ~.. t, was the veto that barred many willing States to join the United
IIJatio!J.s as members in the 1950s, on ideological grounds. It is difficult to justify
this use or rather misuse of the veto in a democratic tradition.
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My delegation deplores the existence of the veto on the grounds that although
the Charter allocates to the ~~e('ur;ty Council the task of ensuring prompt and
effective action for the maintenance of peace, the attitudes of the practitioners
of the veto have led to stalemates due to the veto exercise. However, if the veto
was cast against decisions inimical to the cause of peace it would be most welcome.
But more often than not, when a resolution embodies action which is in direct
conflict with the national interests of a permanent member of the Security Council,
the member concerned obstructs the work of the Council through the veto application.

It is my delegation's view that the fate of the world should not be entrusted
in the hands of five permanent members of the Security Council because their narrow
interests are opposed to the interests and wishes of the vast majority of the peoples
of the world. World security is too precious to be left to the whims of big-Power
manoeuvres. They should give up the veto power in the interests of worlQ peace and
security. As a State guided by humanism, Zambia values human life and welfare
above ideology. It is time the five permanent members of the Security Council
began to serve man the world over, instead of their narrow national interests.

As suggested by my country, Zambia, the veto has been a subject of animated
debate aimed at either abolition or a modification of Article 27 of the Chart~r,

upon which the veto power of the permanent members is based, to do away with this
special privilege. Total democracy would prevail in the United Nations system
without the veto, because without it the Security Council would cease to be the
notorious graveyard of United Nations General Assembly resolutions.

The founding fathers of the United Nations saw the strength of the United
Nations as consisting of the principle of equality of States, and not the principle
of domination.of one State over another. But the history of the veto represents
the latter principle. The veto has become an institutionalized difference between
permanent and non-permanent members of the United Nations Security Council, and
indeed those of the entire membership.

My delegation is of the view that the veto represents a double standard, in
that whereas an act committed by one nation may be judged differently when
committed by another, the exercise of the veto commits permanent members of the
Security Council to act differently without considering the reactions of the
majority of members of the Organization. The veto therefore is an antithesis of
the equality principle and the democratization of the United Nations system as
reflected in the General Assembly.

The Zambian Government also considers it imperative that the permanent
membership of the Security Council should be altered to enable third world
countries to be represented. This could be on a rotational basis or through an
eCluitable geographical representation. If the latter were applied, the permanent
membership of the Council would therefore be increased by two members, one each
from Africa and Latin America.

My delegation, therefore, welcomes all efforts aimed at the strengthening of
the role of the United Nations .at all levels and I hope this Committee will not
fail to tackle some of the major anachronisms that frcrstrate the operations of
the United Nations as the world's only hope and preserve of world peace.
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ANNEX 11

In accordance with the proposal by the Mexican delegation in the Ad Ho~

Co~ittee on the Charter of the United Nations at its 11th plenary meeting on
13 August 1975, we consider it necessary, in order to comply "Idth the mandate given
the Committee by GeneI'al Assembly resolution 3349 (XXIX), to establish a method of
work along the following lines:

(1) Two sub-committees should be set up, one to study the proposed smendments
to the Charter of the United Nations and the other to consider the suggestions and
proposals to increase the ability of the Organization to achieve its aims,
suggestions which of themselves do not require amendments to the constitutional
instrument of the United Nations.

(2) The first SUb-committee could begin its work during the current session,
establishing priorities in the areas in which it would be working on the basis of
the specific proposals submitted. In the opinion of the Mexican delegation,
Chapters IX, X XI, XII and XIII of the Charter should be reviewed as a matter of
priority. That suggestion of priority does not affect the importance Mexico
attaches to the proposal made by the Secretary for ~'oreign Affairs of Mexico,
l~. Emilio O. Rabasa~ to the General Assembly at its 2050th plenary meeting on
3 October 1972 concerning the participation of the third world in the collective
security system of the United Nations through the inclusion in the Security Council
of at least one representative of the third world with the power of the veto,
according also to the terms of the reply to the Secretary-Generalis questionnaire
(A/9143, p. 18) whose very relevance requires informal consultations which are
already being held.

(3) The second sub-committee could perhaps begin its work by making a
comparative study, with the usual effective help of the Secretariat, of the way
in which each organ of the United Nations carries out its mandate, in order to
propose solutions designed to halt the proliferation of bodies and the duplication
of effort in these organs. This concern of the Government of Mexico coincides with
what was said by tbe Secretary-General in his opening address to the Group of
Ex:nerts when they began work on the study of the structure of the United Nations
system for international economic co-operation (E/AC.62/9).

Th'::! suggestions contained in this working paper in no way detract from the
position of the Government of Mexico in the sense that the fundamental problem
facing the Organization is the lack of political will on the part of many of its
Members to comply strictly and in good faith with the obligations they assumed
on gaining admission to the United Nations (A/8746, pp. 38-40).
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