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Addendum 

1. In addition to the two submissions contained in document 
FCCC/AWGLCA/2010/MISC.9, two further submissions have been received. 

2. In accordance with the procedure for miscellaneous documents, these submissions 
are attached and reproduced** in the language in which they were received and without 
formal editing. 

                                                           
 * To continue for as long as necessary, as per document FCCC/AWGLCA/2010/3, paragraph 25. 
 ** These submissions have been electronically imported in order to make them available on electronic 

systems, including the World Wide Web.  The secretariat has made every effort to ensure the correct 
reproduction of the texts as submitted. 
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Paper no. 1: United Nations Population Fund 
 
UNFPA SUBMISSION ON MESSAGES RELATED TO THE LINKAGES BETWEEN CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
POPULATION DYNAMICS 
 
 

The Critical Role of Population Dynamics and Data in Assessing Climate Change Vulnerability and Enhancing 
Adaptation 

1. To better assess vulnerability and plan for adaptation, it is essential to know who is vulnerable, where 
they live, and what people and governments can do to build resilience; incorporation of population 
dynamics will help to answer these questions. The results of the negotiation process should create a 
framework that puts people on maps, together with geography, infrastructure and climate related risks, 
in that way bridges social and physical approaches to adaptation. In the immediate term, 
understanding who and where people are will contribute to better disaster preparedness and response 
plans. In the longer term, understanding the dynamics of population and how populations are 
projected to change over time will help policy makers shift from responding to today’s threats to 
anticipating and planning for tomorrow’s.  

 
2. Including population dynamics1 in climate change response will help to make the process of 

urbanization more sustainable and developmental. It will help to ensure that migration is more 
anticipatory and adaptive, and to minimize displacement. It will help disaster risk reduction 
programmes better target people’s well-being, livelihoods and immediate needs, as a necessary step in 
helping them build resilience and adaptive capacity.  
 

3. Population dynamics are not just about numbers.  Whether in strengthening the empowerment of 
women, helping people have greater choice about their lives in areas from reproductive health to 
mobility, or helping create more secure livelihoods for the urban poor, interventions that are based in 
and account for population dynamics help individuals, households and communities build resilience 
and better adapt to the impacts of climate change.  

 
4. We know how to integrate population dynamics into adaptation programmes and policies. 

Demographic data are at the core of better knowledge about vulnerability and better planning for 
adaptation and resilience, and must be integrated into knowledge management platforms for climate 
change. The 2010 round of censuses, together with data from household surveys, will provide a 
foundation for understanding vulnerability and adaptation for the next decade. But data should be 
released quickly, at the smallest possible geographic scale, so that they can be linked to remote sensing 
data and climate projections to generate greater understanding of who is at risk and how to improve 
adaptation. 

 
5. In conclusion, the negotiations should establish frameworks for vulnerability assessments and climate 

change adaptation responses that include the analysis of demographic data and knowledge of 
demographic dynamics. 

                                                           
1 Population dynamics include the change in population size, distribution by age and sex, spatial distribution and urbanization, 
density, composition of households and family and the factors that generate these results: fertility, mortality, migration and 
family formation patterns. These dynamics are critical for responding to climate change, and particularly for generating 
adaptation to the current and future impacts of climate change.  
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Paper no. 2: World Health Organization 
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