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COUI{TRIES STRICKEN 8Y DESEnITFTCATTON AND DROUGEA

Letter dated 26 Septenber 1984 frdn the Pernanent Representatlve of
Seneqal to the gDit.d N.tlonE addressed to tbe S€creta ry-ceneral

I have the honour to tranemit to you hereylth the text of the final resolution
adopted at the end of the lrtlnlaterlal Conference for a jolnt policy ln the Cfi,SS,
ECOWAS and Maghreb countries and in thypt and the Sudan.

I should be grateful if you would .rrarEe to have the text of this resolution
clrculated as air offlcl.l docunent of the cGnenl Assenbly, under agenda iten 141..

(g!.@) ltassamba SARRE

) ,n-r,n, r2s6o (E)
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ANNEX

The conference for a policy to cdrbat desertification in the crlss, EcovlAs and

I{aghreb countries and in xglEt and the sudan convened by gis Excellency
Mr. Abdou Diouf, Presldent of the Republic of senegal' net from 18 to 28 July 1984

at Dakar.

This tnitiative was very much welconed by the states nenbers of the region' ln
view of the extent and severity of the desertlflcation problens lthich tb€y are
exper i enc i ng .

with the worsening and the spread of drought and desertificatlon in the region
It haa becone clear that there is a need for vigorous and expanded jolnt actionr
for greater awareness and for a firm Polltical conun i ttnen t in order to adopt the
neasures called for by the situation, in particular:

Consldering drought and desertiflcatlon lssuea in greater dePth,

stepping up exchanges of exPerience, information and docunentation,

Estabtishing strategles, programnes and perspectives on a broader geographical
basist

Identifying items and potential areas for co*operation.

The conference brought together the delegatione of 2L countrles: cape verde,
chad, the Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, the Niger' senegal and the tlpper volta (rnembers

of cll]ss) i Benin, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, the rvory coast, Liberiar Nigerla'
Sierra Leone and ?ogo (menbers of ECowAs ) i Algeriar Morocco and Tunisia (the
Maghreb) t and the sudan.

The followlng were inviced to and particlPated in the conference:

Delegations frorn friendly countries: canada, France' the Federal Republic of
Gertnany and ftaly,

ATPI,F;

Delegations frorn regional co-operatlon organizations: CfI*SS, the
Senegalese-Gambian Confederationr the Liptako-Gournna Authorlty' oM\tG, olffs '
PANA and CEAOT

Delegatlons fron developnent assistance organizations: Acef, cfDA, Club du

€ehel, EEc, fDB, rfB, the ltalo-African Instltute of Rome and UsAfD,

I
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United Nations organizations and speclallzed agencies: ECA. UNDP, UNEP, UNSO,
FAO, UNESCO and rIO,

Non-governrnental organi zations :

ASAFED t

ENDA 
'

John paul ff Foundation for the Sahelt

ICRAF'

SOS/Sahel fnternationalt

rucN^rvlF.

lfhe Conference considered the reports of the neeting of experts held prior to
its session and, after introducing arnendments, adopted then.

It listened $rith lnterest to the statements m:rde by delegations, which
constituted a useful contribution to its work.

I Follolting the discussions and the productive exchange of views that took place
t at the various rT€etings, the conference was of the oplnion that future action' if

it vtas to rleal effectively lrith desertification problens, must be based on the
principles and pollcles laid down in the present docunent.

I. POLTTICAL CO!.4UITMENT

The Conference, having taken note of the outcome of the various discussions
and, in particular, of the willingness to help of bilateral, multilateral and
international co-operation partners,

AFFIRIT'IS that political comnltnent is indeed present in the States of the
subreglon as a result, in particular of the establishment rnore than a decade ago of
ecological-polit lcal bodies for co-operation to conbat desertification and for
carrying out studies, research and planning;

REAFFIRI4S solemnly the political will of the States concerned to adopt in an
appropriate tlme-frame and with the requisite forcefulness measures of all tyPes
(laws and regulations, financial and technical measures and social provisions)
calculated to deal effectlvely with the scourge of desert i flcation t

UIIDERTAKES solemnly at the national, reqlonal and lnternational levels to work
nore energetically and nore systenatically towards achieving the nain goals set by
the Dakar Conference. Ihe Conference undertakes to do everything wlthin its power
to inprove the approach, strategy and planning adopted for conbating

\ desertification and to integrate as soon as possible into both national andI
f

/...
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reqional planning the new elements 6et forth in the preaent reaolution, whlch are
in keeping with the deePly-felt asPlrations of the PoPulatlon of the subregion,
partlcularly the poorest people ln the rural areas.

DECIDES TO IAUNCH AND CARRY OUT ner, inltirtlves for reglonal co-oPeration and
for the reorganization and revltalizatlon of tha relcvant infraEtructure in the
ar€a concerned ' which conslsts ofr

Ttle Sahellan core,

The adjacent forest countries of tlest Afrl.crt

The countries of the Uaghreb, and the Sudan,

AND LATER, To fNvITE the countrlea of Eaet Afrlca to particiPate.

II. STNA?EGY AND Pf,ANNING

The Conference,

Bearing in mlnd the varied experLerre potentially available in the subregion
covered by the Dakar Conference,

Bearing in rnind the nuneroua stualle€l rnd the rcsearch already undertakenr in I
particular in the l.laghreb and the Sahel,

Bearlng in mlnd the sectoral plannlng exerclae€ (Ptan guldellnes and
evaluation) in the sahelian legion in partlcular'

Bearing in nind the national debates or aenlnars llr€ady held (dlscussions at
Iitarad I, Nlge Natlonal Councll of the Union Danocratlque du Perrple Mallen, Banako,
28 February-l Marcht council on the Parti eoclall3te deaertlficatlon and
reafforeatation, Senegal, Aprtl l9Sil! or bcing PreParcd (rt Salnt-Louls' Senegal,
and in the t pper volta and Benin).

AFFIRItts the urgent need to drae up strategles to combat desertificat ion I

RECOMMENDS

llhat each State work out or consoLidate a atrutegy and a natlonal plan to
cdnbat desertification the contenta of rrhich shall be coneldered a Perrnanent
and essential elenent of natlonal econonlc rnd goclal develoPnent plans.

In thls context, nenber States are urged

(a) To establish, lf they have not already done 8or a borilt to co-ordlnate and

evaluate desertificatioh control actlvlties nith the PooerE and reaources to
take all necessary neasures for the itutlenentatlon of a national Plan,

(b) ?o conduct at all levele (educatlonal, cultural' social) a systematlc (
catnPa lgn for Publlc infonnatlon, awareneag and tnobllization'
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In drawlng up the strategy' the fouor,rlng principles should be borne in mindl

The objective of the strateqy ls the econonic and social develoPnent of the
conmunities of the region! natlonsr districts and srnall localitiest

The participation of the populatlon ls vltal and every neans of securinq
naxinurn grass-roots involvenent should be enployed;

PROPOSES TO PAY PARf,TCULAR A?ITEMrION IN TEE STRATEGIES TO BE DEFINED

SUBSEQUENTLY TO THE FOLIOWING FT'NDAIIIEN?AL EI,aI,IENIS:

GIOBAL AMRENESS AND MONfTORfNG of desertiflcatlon and drought ' using,
inter alia, the tools ldentlfled ln the expertsr report and reconunendations t

VEGETATION, !gITH PAMTCUI,AR REFERENCE TO:

!'laintenarce

Diversification

Reconstitutiont

wATm, wlTlt PAmrcltLAR RXFEREmE TO:

Rnonledge of local and regional vrater resources

The lnltiation of integrated development to the extent that water
resources pernlt

The necessity of maklng the best use of all h'ater resources, ln
particular run-off

The harnessing of large riverst

FooD SECURTTY, WITH PANTTCUI,AR RIFEREIICE TO:

DeveloPtn€nt of the cereals best suited to each area (e.9. nillet and
sorghun in the sahel)

Developnent of grazlngl

SOIL RESOURCES AND I.ITEIR PROTECTTON'

ENERGY FRO!.I ATL SOT,'RCES, BUT 9IITH PARTICUI,AN REFEREIiICE TO!

Firew@d

Substitute sources of energy

Econotnical converslon methods.
)



A/39/s3o
English
Page 6

T}IE CONSERVATION OF CO!,!I,ION ECOSYSTEMS THAT PIAY A TUNDAI{ENTAL ECOIOGICAI. ROLE

IN THE REGION:

large lakes

Rivers

High plateau and high catchnent areas,

EI{COURAGES the organization of national serninars to assist the €laboration of
natlonal plans of actlon to combat desert ificationi

ENCoURAGES the estabtishtnent of associations for the protection of nature and
the extension to then of the status of associations of Dublic interest.

III. SUBREG IONAL, REGIONAL AND INTERNATTONAL CO-OPERATTON
10 COMBAT DESENTIFICATION

Convinced that desertification is a phenonenon that affects vast
interdependent geographical areast

Considering that co-operation should be based on national will and
achlevernents in the first place, and on regional and international h'il1 and
achievenents thereafteri

considering the substantial results already obtalned through regional
co-operation:

EI{COURAGES south-South co-operation in drawing up and carrying out progranmes
to combat desertification in view of the lnterdependence of the factors involvedi

DEc IDES to propose that any new initiative to pronote co-operation should
conply with the followlng princlples:

First prihciple: local and regional institutlons already established and
functioning should be reinforced and consolidated and should backstop any new
co-operat ioni

Second principle: subreqional programmes already established and functionlng
should be naintalned and reinforcedi

Third principle: regional cc-operation should henceforth focus ont

The dra\ding up of strategies and plansl

The elaboration, planning and ex€cution of major projects;

The setting up and joint use of operational facilities (neteorological
informatlon centres, data bases, seed banks, etc.).

(
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! facilities already establlshed by the United Nations systen
(the
problens,
of the lon in combatlng desertlflcation shoul"d feature in any neu co-operatlon
model, f nq a broadening of the terns of reference where appropriate.

IV. FTNAI{CIAL CO.OPERATION

The gonference, anare that prinary responsibility for action to colbat
desertlfication lies with the countrles of the reglon,

EMPHASTZES the fundanental inportance of pursulng alL forns of south-south
co.-operation in financlng and executing prograrmes,

ruAl,fzfs, however, that the prompt actlon necessitated by the extent andseverity of desertificatlon calrs for a financlal effort $rhlch would e:.ceed the
capacitles of the countries concernedl

WOULD APPRECIATE, in the circumstances, greater participatlon t4r agencies ofthe united Nations systern whose terms of reference cover the activitles relatlng tothe formulatlon and imprementatlon of the regional cc-operation programne in
accordance with the guidelines elaborated by the Conferencel

BEARTNG rN lr'trltD the econonic interdependence of the devel0trred countries andthe countries stricken by drought and desertificatlon and also the adverse effectBof those phenomena on the econorTlles of the developed countrleE,

CoNSIDERS it essentlal to evoke the principle of increased participatton by
the wealthy countries in thls endeavour of internatlonal solidarlty,

BELIEVfNG that actlon to cdnbat desertlfication Ls an essential elernent in the
development of the countries concernedl

REcorr4t'{ENDs that a portlon of the developnent aid prograrnmes of the rrealthy
countries should be devoted to the action to cdnbat deser tificatlon, ln keepingwith the scope of the problen.

V. AUTURE SESSIONS OF TIIE CONFEREIiCE

The Conference,

TNTENDS to organize periodicalty, every trro yeara, a conference at the
rninisterial lever for the purpose of assesslng and revlewing the joint strategy,
monitoring jolntly-imprenented ceoperation activities and maklng organizational
propoaals to irnprove co-ordlnation and co-operatlonl

RECOMIT,IENDS that the pre€ident of thls Confer€nce be enpowered:

To malntain the necessary contacts and liaison until the next Conferenqet

mic Contnission for Afrlca and its new capability to deal rrith drought
the United Natlons Sudano-Sahelian Office, etc.l to assist the countries
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To prepare the final sunnary docurnent of the present Conference,

To prepare a sumnalry of all the reconm€ndations of the partlcipating countrles
as a draft platform for joint actlon for the next Conference to be convened,
exceptionallyr in one yearta time at Dakart

To thus enable Senegal to rnobilize the resources which lt deens necessary to
ensure contlhuity of the undeEtaking begun on the initlatlve of
Presldent Abdou Diouf.

Done at Dakar, on 27 ,tuly 1984.

TFE CONFERE}TCE
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