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Ins tl'

To the Secretary GeneraL

of the United Nations

New York

.', ~ I c
then

of 1it\1

Sir,
In the name of tile Government' of, 'the I"cdoral Republic of Gorm~:ny

I haVe the honour to inform you of the following:

It was with <leop gratification tha.t the Fedoral Governrnont noted

the. rG801uti'.~A act.op.t,E}~ bytbe'. G.011~ralAssembly.or the' United .Nat.Lons on

14 December 1950, conoerning measures for the peaceful solution of the

problem of prisoners of war (Doolment A/1749). By this resolution the General

Assembly- oall~d .1lpoO', aLl: .o:ov\3rnmente still, hav1ngcontrol of pr i eoncra of var. " . ,..... . , .

to transmit to you, aSSeoretery..Gonoral, before 30 April' 1951: " "

a. the naaee of prisoners of ,,18.1' still beld by thom, the reasons

for which they are still detll.ined and the plaaes in which they aro detained;

b. the nanea of prisoners of 'War '\olbo have died whilo under their

control as well as the date and oause of death, and the mennor and place of

burial in each caBe,

The Federal Government takes a lively interest in the r'e auLt.s of

the inqUiry iniMated by this resolution, since unfortunate ly no eueerrt i.e 1

ohanges have occurred with regard to the prisoner-of-'Wer problem sinco the

adoption of the resolution} and as it 8eems hardly possiblo to elucidato the

fate of the prisotlers of i,mr and missing persons or to repatriate them '\011 tbout

the information requested from the states haVing cuetody of them.

The Federal Gover~m8nt would therefore be gratoful if it could be

informed of the results of the inquiry, 80 far us it relates to Gorreen prisoners
of war.

th r':',; g.!:

!Furthermore,



"1,' "

'; '},,, ..r,

vll t ,".

,~ .... ,

t

..~..

b out

AjAC .461i.7~()r~~t '.
Page 3

(Page 54)

Furthermore, the General Assembly, by its resolution, asked you to

establish an Ad Hoc Comm1ae1op,. ~hi~h,~1'l ;toconvena,aft.st'··30'A."j?:rol1i.951J with
-\ ~~J.(~ ••• ,~ '.\' '_~"'~ f " • ' ••.,'" ." " •• . "

iD~tructtons to settle tbe pr1sone,r"ct':"W~l;".;proPl:eliD.,:,Io'tbts -connexton I have
.: ;:. ..". '. . :'t.; : '.: '~',,',)". ., t' i. r • • - L

the honour to" bt'lng the' fbll?w1~g.~tp_Y?~l".;a~t,ent19n.: ;,' "'r, _ ' '. <;' -'"

. " ' ',' tHrid~::14 beci~mb~;)~59'~:.~p~)redet:(11.,Qo'{e:rnment"haabeen·,cbntinuing·"

its efforts to';o'bta:ib"a'~iea~ 1ci~8 ~i'-the Dl$ber apa fete"of~tl1'e;:Ge'rmanprtsoners"
• . . ' .. ,-' . " .u, ' .. ',. ,',!.:; ~ : ,.': ' '. " ',' \..'

of war:·8.udni1'sst'ng :PEj'rsons'~\ To' a la~,g~ ~tept", ·th:t:a~':wol1'k. hes ''beencollipleted:; : " :,
'4'" ~', ,. ": • I, 'l'o :> I~, ]' '.: .. • • • ~ , I

ThEima:ter:ra;l·compii~d. 'by the' Federal Government and.<ll,EJ,li;IEl:f:t·te&accoroil1gto ;>"\,";,

countrri.ae having custody oon8iet.~., ~S.S\3t1~,ta.ll;Y,J of ct;ibe. t'ol1ew1ng:' . :. , .:
• I '. 'I' '0", -, - '\.1, A,.I, " "0"\ ."

·aloard. t'ndex of the 'prisoners .of w~,end iTJ:!:iernecL p@!'S<!lDl:1'·whoati)·:
•• . -, \0 : .:. ... , •..~., {,I,.,:' ', .:'.' ~ :. ,I <', ~ ,.' , • I

OMeB are known;.' ... ,' .... ,,' ': .}!,~, :',.:: ,..\.,'~ -.: , ".'

,,'< . a-·cretrd.~,1inde):o:f· pe~s'ons .repo~tod 1l11se:ing; .. ,~ ,',-
" \ _.,., ...."".' '. ,:1.:" .:! ". ",.' , ,'., ... . r.', • «,

.. ,~ .. 'eVidence in support of the 'OO~:r8?t'P~B#=l, of t:9~B.oiIfgl'part1cu18re;
i' ,.' , ...1.. ..,; •If. " • ~. ! 1·.' ,\', ( .'. , .. J 0'\' •

. . .... ~.' . ·J,t1je',ma:~er~ar eQ~"1s. ~ha~ ,mg,lil~, 9j',~~i..(}~;rnJa~ ·prtsomtff.re,:ofw8:t+·are·

deta1ned'\ 10': th~ U8SR/ Accordingly tbe Federal Govf;~Plent. 11:1:.', following the; ..,.~:.

fate of these Gemal') prisoners· of war '1011 th great concern ~ ,. ,.. ,h,,' ,_

In this connexion I would refer to th~';o~it~~n't~ken by the Fe~eral
Government of Germany reg~~~~g thd:detcintlon of German prisoners of war by the

USSR (Document Ajc.3/552). This statement contains, among other things, minimum

figures of German prisoners of war detained in the USSR as established by

German authorities on the baais of inqu1ries made by the Federal Governmont;

at the time, these inquiries bad Dot yet been oonoluded. In the meantime,

through continued investigations, these figures bave been added to considerably.

But even these leter figures represent only a minimum, as it 1e impos&lbla to

ascertain actual correct figures without the Co-op€:rnt1bn of the llSSR 4 }io'Wever,

on the basiS of the material compiled, tbe Federal Government 1s in a position

to produce evidence to show that the USSR is bolding a far greater number of

German prisoners of war than wae mentioned in the press release er the Government

of the USSR dated 4 May 1950.
The material compiled by the Federal Government concerning German

priB~ner8 ofwe:r' '1:8 ope~'<f'or inspection at any time by the Ad !!.££ Commission of

the United Nations. The aceuraoy of the partiCUlars Is proved by documents

ae well as by ~itne88es whoseevideo?e can, at any time, be checkea in personal

hearings.

11 venture
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"' 'r vsnbur'e to aasume 't118,t it ~ill not be without iIJ.terer,;t ,:f,cr:,;t~~) i ...d· aOi~

, '.' I' '"'''I'' ._-

Commi~!s:ion' of the Un!t€~, Nat ;ions to i11Spect.the German rze,t er ie. i' n~ic1' to CO!11pare .
.f': .' . . .' .~ _ I' '. ". ' • .

it with the data received from Goyernments still holQing Gorn:o.n pr Iacncr e cfwc.r.
'I~, ' " . . .
I''''

It would.. 1 feel, be of particular. value to inspect the Ge1':::o1". rCi\terinl if tl:e
','. , ..., ' '. •.. ." .. ,. '. J·r . •

Ad H6cC~~i~sio~ should reaph: the conclusion th~t the inforu:c.tirn received frcrn
~.~ ' •• .' I"' ""l ""1'

p~rt'icUl~'r 'cio~ernme~tsis,insufficient or if..infC''t'n:.aticn ct."'uld nr-t .be elidted at
,,' ,I ':iq ..'.'..\ .::r t-. ,I' . '. . , .

all from one or more Governments.
L,' .'. (, \\. ".",'

:t"s'houid, ~here.f9re,..b~ greatly "'bl!gedif. .you ....rr-uld ~3uCgost to the
~ " :;,: ',", ,. ": .: , '. ~ , .' ,

Ad Hoc Commission that it should inspect the G€rrrAll n:e.t.erlc.l E\t .un er1rl:;l
- - ,'~jc:'1<t.' ~~ 'c::-' ".• : ,,~ '., ,\ .. .". ': '~, .
opportunity and that it should for this purpose come to Gcrn:~uy. In vie~ of the

bulk of the material and the ,laY )~t has to be handled it would not D8Qm practical

to send ,~~.. \, I. :~~.ad4~t:ion,( s,hould, it. e;p:peer necessary tr-- r.:e.ke omr-\ple t os t s to

verify th~ ,!3'9C:ur~cy of. tl1e. Ger;IDE!'n particulars) the, necessary ov i dence could cn ly
\' '. . '.' '. ", '

be taken from~1tnes~ee in Germany•
. 'r', " . \7"', "'. r I, ~ . .' '

I have the honml,r·;to.be ete.,

..... , ,.. ' ,
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!~o~ AFGHANISTAN

n$r-ert6~e :1:.0" ~33

June 20" 1951

'" _ " \ ~. """ -~\..- I ",;.

,~;;'~.T;..i~.,' ~~... \

Afghanistan Permanent Delegation to the United Nations presents its

compliments to the Secretary-General of the united Nations and has the honour'

to aclrnowledge receipt of his note No.. SOA 417jrJ/02 dated 23 February 1951 relating

to the resolution adopted by the General Assembly bn 14 December 1950 concerning

measures for the peaceful solution of the problem of prisoners c;f war

(Document A/l749) ~

This Delegation, in behalf of the Government of Afghanistan} wishes

to inform His Excellency that the Government of Afghanistan maintained its

neutrality throughout World War II and therefore ha.\fl no problem concernfng the

prisoners of war.

- - - - - QlII - ..




