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A/AC.179/SR.30

The CBAIRHAJIT said that the Cormnittee had before it the resuJts of the

30th !1F:ETIl\TG

Hednesday, 2 June 1976, at 3 p.!'l.

ORGANIZATION OF HORK

-3-

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (A/AC.179/7)

1. The agenda was ado~ted.

2.

I ...

deliberations on institutional arrangements of the United Nations Environment

Programme at its fourth session (A/AC.179/8) an~ the United Nations Conference on

Trade and Development at its fourth session (A/AC.179/9). He also wished to Qraw

attention to a note by the Secretary-General containing some personal observations

on the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations

system (A/AC.179/6).

3. He suggested that the Committee consider the questions of a possible fourth

session and of its report to the General Assembly towards the end of the present

session, when a better assessment of the progress of work cou.Ld be made ,

Furthermore, in view of the fact that the Committee had only seven more working

days according to its schedule of meetings, he suggested that, if necessary, the

COJ11mittee should extend its session to HedncsClay, 16 June. He had ascertained

from the Secretariat that the necessary services ~ould be available.

4. If there was no objection, he would take it that the Committee agreed to

his suggestions.

5. It was so decided.

6. The CBAIR~~~ said that the informal intersessional working group had met

between the conclusion of the previous session and the opening of the present

session and had considered a number of informal papers. During that period,

delegations had also held a number of consultations, which had clarified a number

of issues before the Committee. The fourth session of lffiTCTAD had also provided an

opportunity for delegations to discuss many relevant questions affecting the

future role of UNCTAD. The informal intersessional working group had not, however,

reached any definite conclusion which he could formally submit to the Committee at

the present time. Consequently, and taking into account the fact that the text

~

~ '.. '.- . .
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al I the' d i scuss i ons but wouLd i ne I udr- t.ho s t.nt.ernorrt a jondt' on tlt(, Hrlopticm o t t.lu­

r-cso Iut.i onu , f\ auinmnr-v of the' at.nt.r-rnont.s n'nde on thl' adoption uf th : rx-uoIu t i on

on institutional issues hrul bur-n cn bLc-d t.o t.ho f;ecretariat and rp'lc1 as follows:

"'I'he representative of the IJnion of f;oviet Socialist PeTJUblics (spenkinr; on

behalf of Group Ti , the sucialist countries of Fa.st.e rn "uror.c ) s t at.r-rl t hat, any

restructurinp: of IJTJC'T'An shou.Iu be in accordance vTi th its Mail! function un/le r

Genl'ral Assembly resulution Im)5 (xrx); that is, to pr-omot.o international

trade among deve Lop i nr- countries anr] those vrith rl i f'f'er-errt econorni c ar"l social

systems. UNC'I'AD shouLd everrt.ua'lLy lJecome an international t rade- orr-nn i zation

with un iver-saI memberuh i t. an-I 'based on pror:ressive nr i nc i r.Ir-s , In all TTriterl

flations bodies H. main principle was t.he supremacy of the Un i terl :Tations

Charter. Consequently, Group D was ar;ainst any effort to use VIr' resolution

on institutional issues in a way vh.i ch vou l d deror;ate f'r-or- tb-, f'unct i ons of

the General flssemhly ann the Tc onorrric ann i>ocial Council.

"'T'he representative of the Uni t.od ;,tates of America, in a st.at.enerrt na-le

on behalf of ~ larr;e nUTIlber of Group B deler;ations, recallpd the reservations

of the Group B countries to resolution 84 (Ill) to the effect that nothinr;

an that resolution affected the independence of GATT of DTF or implied the

settinr, up of new Lrrteraover-rmentia.L machinery. T,Tith reference to section I ~

paragraph 1 (d) of the resolution, relating to the creation of a comprehensive

trade organization, Group BIS interpretation was based on the actual languave

of paragraph 31 of General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX), which indicated

the objectives to be sought.

"The representative of the United States of America added that his

country believed that the resolution afforded an opportunity to transforT'l

UNCTAD into a more effective or~anization "mich would serve the interests of

all member States within its very important mandate. Pe urr,ed thQt the

Secretary-General of UNCTAD undertake consultations with the Secretary-General

of the United Nations, pursuant to section 11, paragraph 5, of t~e resolution,

so that the results could be thorou~hly considered before the first part of

the sixteenth session of the Trade and Development Board."

c7fT __._ r w

/ ...The meetinv. rose at 4.05 p.m.

13. The CHAIRMAN suggested that, in view of the importance of the two

surrrmaries, they should be reproduced in extenso in the record of the meetin~.

14. It was so decided.
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31st IlPf<,THTG

Friday, 11 June 1976, at 3 p.m.

A/AC.179/SR.31

RESTRUC'rJRING OF THE ECONOl'nC NTD SOCIAL SF,CTORS OF TIlT' UNITED NATIONS SYSTFJ~

!'.~. BAHGOUR (Sudan) said that the Secretariat had a particular

'esponsibi~ity in assisting le~islative orr,ans to formulate ti~ely and viable

:;licies anc must play that role of leadership effectively in the intellectual

feld as wel~ as in research and analysis. The role of the Secretariat in the

v...cLe process of policy formulation, co-orC>.ination ann. i~pler.lentation needed to be

s-:.~::ng-:;hened as its responsibili des wer-e ccnst.arrtLy Lncr-eas i.nrr, His delegation

-:.h:::."e:'cre be~ieved that there was a good case for creatinp.- the proposed post of

I~r~~t~r-General for Development and International Fcono~ic Co-ope~ation, since

-:;h~- WJuld ~ermit the question of develop~ent and international econo~ic

~o-r~e~a~ion to receive the high-level, full-time an0 permanent attention it

mer:tec I-lithin the United Nations Secretariat. The post I-lould give a nel-l ann

~p:::~ia~ dimension to United ~ations activities in the economic field, thus

~e~~e~ting the priority currently attached by the international co~unity to

ceveLcpmerrt and international economic co-operation. The immediate requirement of

g~Joa~ economic stability and the lung-term requirement of the proRressive

e,-:,aJlisn~en~ of the nel-l international economic order both militated in favour of

-:.h: creation of such a post. The proposed office I-lould symbolize ann enhance the

~cntralization of the manaf,e~ent of all operational activities ann the over-all

~o-ordination of United Nations economic ano social policies.

:. His delegation did not share the fears expressed by so~e delegations that the

creation of the post of Director-General wouLd split the United l\Tations into tl-lO

al:GOnOmous halves and thus endanger its unity. Far from entailing any separation

of the tl-lO essential functions of the United ~ations, the nel-l post I-lould facilitate

integration. Furthermore, the Secretary-General, I-lho could not in any case devote

the necessary time and attention to all aspects of economic and social activities,

I-lould nevertheless continue to exercise ultimate authority for them; the proposal

would therefore simply increase his effectiveness. The primary objective of the

propos a.L Has not to crea.te a secretariat I-lithin the Secretariat ,,'It to raise the

level of leadership in the economic and social sectors. Thrct development not only

I ...

I
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lrir. ~Iahp.;oub. Sudan)

would be in keeping with the increasing importance that those sectors had assumen

in international affairs but woul.d also establish a focal point for dynar.ic

co-ordination based on carefully defined goals.

3. Accordingly, his delegation, after consulting the other members of the Group

of '77, had submitted a propos a.L which was designed to ensure that the proposed

creation of the post of Director-General for Development and International Economic

Co-operation would continue to be actively considered.

4. The CHAIRl'JAN said he wou.Ld ensure that the Sudanese proposal was duly

reflected in the consolidated text of proposals.

ORGAl"IZATIOJIT OF FORK

5. The CHAIffi~N invited the Committee to consider the following suggestions.

(a) The Committee should conclude its present session as scheduled;

(b) It should meet, in the context of the Contact Group, on Honday, 14 June,

for a prelininary exchange of views on the consolidated text of proposals that he

had prepared;

(c) It should continue consultations in Geneva during the sixty-first session

of the Economic and Social Council - bearin~ in mind the desirability, in the

interest of continuity, for Goverl1J11ents to have the same representation at those

consultations as during the preceding s t ages of the Committee's 1-TOrk - ann

subsequently in New York;

(d) It should hold a fourth session from 20 September to 1 October 1976, or

longer if necessary, in order to complete its wor-k ann prepare Lt s report to the

General Assembly.

6. After a procedural discussion in which ttr. HASHMI (India), Mr. SOBHY

(Egypt), Mr. WILDER (Canada), Mr. QADRUD-DIN (Pakistan) and Mr. PETRONE (Italy)

took part, the CHAIRI{AN said that, if he heard no objection, he would take it that

the Committee adopted his suggestions.

7, It was so decided.

The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m.

/ ...
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SUl'".AHY HECORDS OF THZ FOURTH SESSI01J

(24 Septelilber to 29 .covembe'r 19'76)

AIAC.1 '79/SIt. 32- 33
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32nd MEETING
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Thursday, 24 September 1976, at 3.30 p.m.

STATEI-IEHT BY THE CHAIRdAN

1. The CHAIR~illrJ recalled that, when the previous formal session of the

Committee had been adjourned, the Committee had agreed to continue its

consultations in July 1976, in Geneva, taking advantage of members' presence at

the swawer session of the Economic and Social Council. Since not all memb~rs were

in Geneva at that time, however, it had been agreed that any understandings or

common positions arrived at in those consultations would be reviewed at the

followinG formal session. By that time, delegations would also have had ample

opportunity to hold private discussions and seek governmental instructions and

should therefore be prepared to move t oward a consensus on the eight problem ar-eas

defined by the Committee. In the event, the consultations in Geneva had taken

the form of an informal '"first reading' of the consolidated text prepared by the

Chairman (documents CRP/CII 1 and Add.l). They had served not only to clarify

delegations' positions but also to crystallize a large number c f po int.s of

convergence on six of the eieht problem areas. They had also eiven a clearer

idea of the divergences and of the political and substantive constraints which

wcul.d have to be taken into account in t.ryi.ng to reach a consensus.

2. However, the ccnsultations had not produced a comprehensiYe package of

agreements which could be put to the present session simply for review and

adoption. Furthermore, many of the points of convergence were of too general a

nature to correspond to the General Assembly's called for :detailed action

proposals". That situation was due to the fact that not all delegations had been

able to refine their positions in sufficient detail, and that delegations had had

to give priority to Economic and Social Council business. It had therefore been

decided to defer further consultations on re~tructurinG to the present session,

on the understanding that all delegations would prepare themselves Fore fully

for negotiations in the meantime.

3. The Committee was now entering a crucial phase in the discharge of the mandate

entrusted to it by the General Assembly. That mandate was wider in scope than
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prev i ous reform exercises) was enormously complex and was governed by the unique

conc e-rt ua.l f'r ameuo.rk of the :lew International Economic Order. The Committee had

already done important work, but time was runni ng out and it .nutrt submit its

re po rt to the current session of the General As seub.l.y . lloreover, a number of

major decisions and r'eo r'gan.i z at.i.on schemes were bei ng adopted. in parts of the

United .. at. i ons system, which mi gnt pre-empt t:l':O work of the Commi.t.t ee . If the

COlTUni t t ce did not conclude its work successfully in time to submit its report

before the end of the year, it vouLd be disappointinp the hopes of all those who

in accord.ance with General Assenilily resolution 33G2 (S-VII) rerarded. the

restructurinr; of the United lla't i ons system as vital to the establishment of the

.iev International c.conomi c Order.

4. He drew the attention of the Committee to the Fact-Sheet on the Operational

Ac t i vi t i e s of the United Ilations System (A!fl.c.179/L.9), which had been drawn up

in r esj on se to requests fur such a document made durinc; the consultations in

Geneva. He also drew attention to the reference, in the provisional agenda

U/AC.179/l0) , to a nun.b e r of decisions vhi cn had i een adopted by the Economic and

Social Council since the previous session of the Committee and which were di~ectly

relevant to its work.

ADOPTION OF THE AGE.iDA

5. 'I'he J.r;enda ,ms adopt ed ,

OBGANIZATImr OF vlORK
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O. The CHAIH.liAl~ aai c' that, in view of the situation described by him in

his previous st.at emerrt , he assumed that the Coiamit.t ee would be in favour of

proceeding to informal consultations on the consolidated text (cRP/Cr 1 and Add.l)

the f'o.l Lov'i.ng morning , in the context of its Contact Group.

7. -ir , '.;'HLVT.-.i{ GOlITZALr:Z (i.iexico) urged that no specific date should be

fixed for the commencement of work in the Contact Group until the different

Groups had consulted tor;ether on that subject.

8. Tile CHAIKiA1J said that he vrcuLd consult ,.,ith delegations as to when

the Contact Group should first meet. The Committee must also, at some point,

I . . .
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: The Chairman)

........

r-each agr-eement as to the precise date on which the Contact Group would end its

wor-k and draw up a final text of agreed i-cc o.rrtendr-t i ons . It must L'ikevri se agree

on an absolute deadline for completion of its own wor-k and adoption of the final

report to be presented to the General Assel::ly. He therefore proposed that

informal consultations should be held in order to reach agreement on those three

points.

9. It was so decided.

10. l'lr. QADRUD-DIIJ (Pakistan) said that it would be easier for delegations

to hold such con sultations 'vi thin their own groups and within the Contact Group

if the Secretariat gave them some idea of when exactly the Cormnittee's report

would have to be presented to the General Assembly.

11. Hr , CORDOVEZ (Secretary of t11.= Committee) said that it was up to the

Second Committee of the General Assembly to decide upon its programme of worL.

In the preliminary arrane;ements which had been discussed with the Chairman, the

item under which the Second Committee would discuss the report of the Ad Hoc

Committee was expected to be dealt with at the end of Octocer. However, the

COlmnittee must remember that the technical facilities allocated to it for daily

meetinp,s were only available until 6 October.

The meeting rose at 4.15 p.m.

~ ~ - - -. • : - " -. , • ,'" - ~~. . '. '1 '." • v 'l> '-.; "':- - -. 'v., . _- v ~
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33rd tifEETH!G

i londay , 29 November 1976, at 8 p .rn,

ADOPTIOiJ OF THE REPORT OF THE COf1Iv1ITTEE (AIAC .179 IL .10 /Rev s L)

I . . .

complex subject which might be of interest to a wider audience. The Hork of the

second session, at which the COilluittee had identified the eight subject areas for

its further consideration, was described in paragraphs 8 to 13. At the third

session, described in paragraphs 14 to 49, ideas had ~een advanced on the basis of

Hhich the Chairman had produced a consolidated text. The record of the general

debate held durinG the second session formed an integral part of the Committee's

report. It had already been issued as an addendum. Parae;raphs 52 to 54 dealt

with the work of the fourth session, which had culminated in the Chairman's

revisions to the five sections of his original text.

3. In chapter Ill, paragraphs 55 and 56 related to the constraints lli1der which

the Co~~ttee had worked and the decision to submit a report covering its work

up to the end of October 1976. In paragraph 57, the Cor.'illittee recommended to the

General Assembly that its mandate should be extended into 1977. The CO"llni~tee

had agreed, if that recommendation was accepted, to continue its wor'k ;O.n 1977 on

the bases set out in the four subparagraphs of paragraph 58. SUbparagraph (a)

said that the basis for the Committee's future work should be the text to be found

in the annex to the report. The annex was divided into two parts: part A

1. lIr. STURKEY (Australia), Rapporteur, introducing the draft report of the

Committee (A/AC.179/L.10/Rev.1), said trat chapter I, summarizing the work of the

Committee in the past year, was designed to give the uninitiated reader an idea of

the work and the work.ing methods of the Committee. It would also serve as a

useful starting-point for members of the CouMittee when they resumed their

consideration of restructuring the following year, and might create a useful

precedent for the drafting of other United Nations reports in the future.

2. Chapter 11 discussed the work of the Committee in greater detail. It

consolidated matters referred to the COLillittee by the General Assembly and the

Economic and Social Council, and the cont.r i t -t i one of ACC and the Secretariat

in response to questions raised by the Committee. It would thus serve both as a

basis for the Committee's onr-oi ng vTOrk and as a record of its exan i.na't i cn of a
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,'''Ilt'l i 11I'd till' ti V,' uub.l oc t areas whi c h had been revised after extensi ve

"llll:Hilt.:l!,i'11l:;, al!'~ part 1\ cont ai ned the three subject areas of the Chairman's

o r i , i n.i l ,'uli:;ulidatl'd t.ext whi ch hall not been discussed in detail. Parar-r-aph 59
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t'l"'l'ivl'l! 1'1'(1'" t.ho ;~L'Cl'l't:lri:lt .Iur i.nr: l'l'((;.

il

i u f'o rtna l co

First J in t

deleted an.t

~illOUlu be j

\lhl'!! till' l'I'l'L'rt 1,/[1;' issued in final f'o rm , s ubh ead i nga readinc;'Seconu session", the introuu

I'll i I'll :1l'~;:; i on an d Fourth Gl'ssion woul.d be inserted. of the Clra i

session of

recalleu th

Lstablishme

T

belo\V;

10.

11.

problems of

fully to th

consultdtio

United Jati

12. Since

General Ass

Ad hoc Comm
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[~ 'Ll1!~_ ~ __':!~l Hrit\N said t.uat , as a result of in formal consultations bet.ween

t hc !,urI'urt"ur and the .Ie Lcga.t i ona concerned, there was now broad ar,reemcnt on a

nu::l'l'r o t' L'IHltl(es to be made in the report.

;'. In p'lrat~ral'h I,']", tile wor-ds 'vh i ch are s unmar i z ed in paragraphs 19 to 50

be 1ell, s.iouLd be de Let.ed and a second s ent euce should be added) reading: The

Ce':',l::i t.t.ee uo t cd that the Rappo r t eur , on his own responsibility, had prepared a

s ummarv rt'rort on informal consultations held dur i ng the third session;'. A

rt't"'1'ence t.c· t lie document svmbo.l of that summary report woul.d then be inserted in

rarentllesf's. As a result of that amendmerrt , paragraphs 18 to 48 woul.d be deleted

ani "ouId instead be repr0duced in the summary rep~rt prepared by the Rapporteur.

I. \11 additional phrase should be inserted at the end of the penultimate

s er.t.ence of par-agr-aph 54, readinc: whi ch woul.d serve as the basis for further

d i s c us s i on on t he above-cnerrt i.oned areas; subject to the extension of the mandate

,'1' the :.d iicc Comnri ttee .

~'. In par t A of the annex, the introductory paragraph should be amended to make

:: t clear that the text whi ch f'o Ll.owed vas the revised text. It should therefore

re~d. 711e revised version of the consolidated text prepared by the Chairman,

t.c ,,;:ic.l reference is made in paragraph 54 and .•. reads as follows: ;. As a

result of 1.::3.t a..endnerrt , the existing annex would be redrafted in the form of

t.z r-ee annexe s . "J.'jle first wou.Ld consist of the existing part A, amended as he had

ir..~icatej. :11e second would consist of the original version of the consolidated

te~~, ~s ccr..tained in docunent CRP/CH 1. The Rapporteur would also include in the

s ec cna annex the substance of the introductory remarks appended to document

Cf.?/C-i 1 ani issued previously as document CRP/CII l/Add.l. The third annex would

inc1uie the two ~asic position papers submitted by the nine EEC countries and the

GrGu~ ef 17 respectively. Tte United States delegation would be communicating

Tu ~he ?apporteu~ its intentions recarding the position paper it had submitted.

part of the

Assembly, a:

reached at

be jude;ed i

seventh spe

of concrete

decisions a:

13. The de

and his del

implementat

It likewise

Nations wo

economic or

/ ...



-- - ..._-- ~~-~._.

A!fI.C.179/m':.33

q. ilI:',_ liADHUD :P.l~ (Pakistan) pointed out that, in the course of tile

i n I'o rmal conuu l t.at.i ons , it hall also been dec ided to make twu ot.he r ar.endi.ent s .

First, in t.he I'i f't h sentence of paragr'aph 54, the l1orl1s in d::tail should bp

de Le t cd unu the wcrds in the consul t.ations under't aken at its fuurth session

s houLd be j ns e r-t cd at the end of the sentence. Secondly, in part D of the annex,

the introductory IJa.ra[,raph should "lJe redraftell to read Tl10 three subject areas

of the Cha.i rrnan ' s oririnal ccns oLi dated text, vh i ch wer e not d'i s c unc ed in the

cons ul.t.at i ons held at the fourth session of the Ad iioc Commit.t.ee , ar'e reproduced

beloH:

10.

11.

'l11~.-9:!!lIH!.iA£ invited c;eneral coinmerrt s on the draft report.

ill'. (~ADRUD-DI1'~ (Paka st.an ), speak.i ng on the drat't report as a whole,

r eca.Ll.ed that the current r-est r-uct.ur-ing exercise had its or i.gi.ns in the tuent:y-··ninth

session of tile General Assembly, when it had been felt that the machinery of the

United Jations should be restructureu so that it could deal more effectively wi t h

problems of international economic co-operation and deveLopnerrt and respond mor-e

fully to the requirements of the Declaration and the Pror-r-amme of Action on the

Lstablishment of a !,el{ International Lcononu c Order.

12. Since then, the I{ork of restructuring had progressed with the adoption of

General Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII), section VIr of which had established the

Ad hoc Committee on the RestructurinG of the Lconomic and Social Sectors of the

United rlations System. Restructuring had been seen, and continued to be seen, as

part of the whole process initiated at the sixth special session of the General

Assembly, and it had become a matter of practical Lmp.Lemerrtat i on of agreemerrt s

reached at the seventh special session. Thus, if the work of the Committee Has to

be jude;ed in terms of its progress in Lmp.Lemerrti.ng the resolutions adopted at the

seventh special session, it had made relative progress. But there ",as a sad lack

of concrete pTogress on the substantive issues which had been at the heart of the

decisions and agreements adopted at tile seventh special seSSlon.

130 The developinE countries attached Great i~portance to the work of the Com~ittee,

and his delecation hoped that its future work would be accompanied by substantive

implementation of the decisions made at the seventh special session in all sectors.

It likewise hoped that the entire economic and social machinery of the United

Nations would be restructured in such a 'tray that the aims of the ne", international

economic order could be achieved.

/0.0
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14. 'l'hc: Cl~'\lRIIJ\11 S uGt~etit ed that the Conuni t tee should consider the draft

report chapter by chapt.er .

subject a

of the or

paragraph

the Coinmi,

23.
It was so JecideJ.
~------------

1').) .,,

17. ~\I~'~ DAHGOUB (Sudan) proposed that the penultimate sentence of

par<.lt~ra]Jh 45) wh i ch stated that the question of the level of responsibilities

wi thin the Secretariat should also be examined, should be placed at the end of

paraGraph 44, in order to follow the logical sequence of ideas.

18. i-lr _ CHERED1HK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his

deLer at i on vas in full agreement lvith the general understanding described by the

Chairman, namely, that the Rapporteur would prepare a summary report reproducing

the contents of par-agr-aphs 18 to 49, provided that the final paragraph of that

new document reproduced the text which the Eastern ~uropean countries had

submi,tted to the Rapporteur and wh i ch had been circulated in the Committee.

19. Rep.Iy i ng to a question put by ill'. BAKER (United States of America), the

CH~~I~~ suggested that in the penultimate sentence of parae;raph 54 the word

'embodyi ng" should. be replaced by the words "which would embody '", in order to make

it clear that the text prepared by the Chairman did not reflect formal agre<;ment

on behalf of Governments.

24.
should be

25. It Iv

26. ,g~1~'p

27. ~ha'P

;Je,I annex
--- ----

28.

that the

meetinG·

29. Anne

30. 'rhe

31.

Rapporteu

to his de

20. Ill'. STURKbY (Australia), Rapporteur, said that he had no objection to

the amendment to paragraphs 44 and 45 proposed by the representative of the Sudan.

lie assured the representative of the Soviet Union that the text submitted by the

BasteI'n Luropean countries would be included in the summary report which he was

to prepare.

21. He pointed out that, in the light of the other changes made to chapter 11,

paragraph 17 would have to be revised to indicate that the report ~ould contain

additional annexes.
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It \Vas so decided.

31.

uev annexes I to 111--- ~ -- - - - --_._---

28. The CHAIRHAliJ said that, if there was no objection, he would t.ar;e it

25.

26.

24. lir. Hf\.HGOU~ (Sudan) sugges t ed that, in par-agr-aph 57, the wcr-d regular

should be added before the wc rds 'sixty-third session'.

that the Committee adopted the new annexes as described by him earlier ~n the

meetin~.

29. ~J1exe~J_ ~o III_were _adopted.

30. 'l'he., .~.!_a_!t report lA/AC .179 /L. 10 /Rev .1) as a whole, as amended, was adept ed ,

Hr. liAKA.[\1URA (Japan) expressed his delegation's appreciation of the

23. The CHAIRI:lAN said that, subj ect to confirmation by the Rappor t eur ,

paragraph 58 (a) would be redrafted to clarify the basis for the t'uture ,vor;~ c :

the Comnrittee. That basis voul.d comprise, first, the Chairman's revised :eXT. en

subject areas 1 to 4 and 6 and, secondly, the three remaining areas, 5, ~ ano. c,

of the original version of the consolidated text.

p

Rapporteur's work, and said that the report as adopted was certainly acceptable

to his delegation. However, he requested that the summary record should reflect

the fact that paragraphs 18 to 48, as now drafted, which \Vere to be issued as ~

separate docun~nt, did not reflect the reservations and opposing views that Lad

been expressed in the discussion of some proposals.

PLACE AliJD DATE OF THE NEXT SESSION

32. ~-" CORDOVEZ (Secretary of the Committee) said that the conference

facilities available had been very carefully reviewed and the Committee would be

able to meet at United Nations Headquarters from 16 February to 2 11arch or from

21 March to 1 April 1977. There was a third possibility of meeting from

28 i'larch to 8 April if the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental \'Jorking Group on Corrupt

/. 00
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Practices, due to meet from 21 March to 21 April, could be r ee chedn'l c.I, rut t.he re

was no possibility of holding any meetinc; in either Hew York or Geneva after the

sprinb session of the ~conomic and Social Council. The Third United Nations

Conference on the Law of the Sea would be in session from 23 May to 8 July and, in

order tu accommodate the Conference, two meetinr;s originally scheduled for .lew York,

t hos e of tile Lxecutive Board of UIHC:LF and the Committee on 3atural Resources J had

been relocated to Geneva, where there was already an extremely heavy load of

conference work ari s i.ng f'r-om the follow-up to the fourth session of UlICTAD. An

alternative arranGement Whereby a contact group of the Committee would meet after

the Council's sprinG session had also been examined, with neEative results.

33. Thus, unless another location was proposed, there was no possibility of

meet.i n.; after the spr i ng session of the Council. If t.wo sessions vere needed

for the Comnrittee before the Council t s session, both could be held in New' York

on the dates he had mentioned, in Febr-uar'y-Nar-ch and Mar-ch-Apr i.L respect::'vely.

34. ![r~AR}<"OHSKI (Poland) felt that tile discussion was perhaps premature,

since he had understood that there could be no decision on further meetings

before the Comrnittee 1 s report was accepted by the General Assembly and its mandate

was extended. If the Assembly did extenQ the Cowmittee's mandate, the forthcoming

sessions should involve intensive effort and lead to the early completion of the

CODnuittee1s work. His delegation had no objection to a preliminary exchange of

views on the number of sessions to be held, but caution must be exercised,

since the final result depended on the opinions expressed by the Fifth Committee

and the Co~nittee on Conferences.

35. !\lr.~msl!f.:!~ (Canada) pointed out that the United ilat.Lons \-Tater Conference

in Argentina would overlap with the second set of dates suggested. Two sessions

were re~uired, and the Committee could therefore take an informal decision that

one should be held from 16 February to 2 Ilarch , leaving open the possibility of

holding the other during the third period mentioned by the Secretary if the

Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Horking Group on Corrupt Practices could be rescheduled.

36. rlr.~'~~OUB (Sudan) said that, in view of the obvious difficulties over

conference facilities, the Committee should give a clear indication that it needed

to hold two sessions in 1977, as the issues involved were complex and the General
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Assembly expected the Committee to fulfil its mandate. An additional effort

must therefore be made to overcome the difficulties; perhaps the possibility of

meeting at Vienna should be considered.

37. 111'. H~~ffi~I (India) suggested that, as there seemed to be no consensus

inGhe Ad Hoc Committee, the decision might be t~ten, after informal consultations,

by the Second Committee.

38. 1,rr. PFANZELTER (Austria) said that he favoured the first set of dates,

and would request instructions from his Government as to the possibility of

holdinG a second session at Vienna.

39. ~jr. van ~OOREN (Netherlands) commended the Chairman for the wisdom with

which he had guided delegations in their difficult and complicated work. The

~uropean Economic COlmnunity considered the task of the Committee extremely

Lnpor-t.arrt , and its nine members had participated and voul.d continue to do so in the

hope of helping to produce an imaginative solution. The Committee should complete

its work with all due speed.

40. fir:. _C.!i~.!:i.EDlnK (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) expressed his

delegation's wish that 1977 should be the final year of the Committee's work, since

the document prepared by the Chairman with great tact and professional knowledge

now provided a firm basis for further \-Tork.

41. ;''11'. GOHZALEZ ARIAS (Paraguay), speaking on behalf of the Group of 77,

said that the patience and tolerance displayed by delegations had borne fruit.

He congratulated the Comnrittee on its achievements, whi ch had been due in great

part to the Chairman \s wi s don , intelligence and patience. He hoped that, if the

mandate was r eneved , he voul.d continue to act as Chairman wi t.h a v'i.ew to comp'Let i ng

the work of the COlmnittee.

42. The CHAIRr!WJ~ thanked representatives for their kind remarks and said

that, In his vie\-T, two further sessions \-Tould be required, given the difficulty

of the outstandinc; SUbject areas and the necessity of looking over the revised

text. It was true that the timinc of any future sessions depended on the

decisions taken by the Assembly, but the Cow.mittee must give the Secretariat some

idea of \-That it understood by an extension of its mandate, including the financial

implications, and lnust also provide some information on that point to the Second

Committee.

I ...
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43. There oeemed to be a consensus that the first session in 1977 should take

place 1'1'01'1 16 February to 2 .rar-ch and that the dates for the second session should

be left open. On that basis, the Secretariat coule make an appropriate statement

of the financial implications when the Second Committee considered the report of

the Comnlit~ee, and the General Assembly could take the necessary decisions in

connexion wit~ the calendar of conferences. He requested that that should be duly

noted in t.he SUI:IDlary record.

futur

46.

yet t

both

whicl

CLOSURe, OF THE SLSSIOd

44. The CHAIRI'iAl'J said that the current meet.d n.: : tar-ked the end of the current

achi

acti

jhas e 0:' the pro cos s vh i ch tlle fl'~_:9£ CcrmLt.t.ee had b e en a s ked to set in notion in

accordance witi' (jeneral Assembly resolution 3362 (S-VII), which had defined its

Jllandate in terms of two purposes: first, to mllice the United ~ations system more

fully capable of dealinc with proble~s of international economic co-operation in

a comprehensive and effective manner, and, secondly, to ~ake the system more

:-,'slOr:sivt' tc the rt'C]uin'l'cr:t,s o f t.lie :::eclaration and t.he Pro tr-anme ef Action on

the Establishment of a New International Economic Order as well as of the Charter

of Economic Rights and Duties of States. That task was enormously broad and

complex, covering the whole range of organizations of the United Nations system,

including the specialized agencies and the various organs, programmes and

regional comw~ssions of the United Nations itself.

45. The primary objective of the Committee had been to develop an agreed set

of interrelated guidelines and recoLMendations, on the basis of which it would

then prepare detailed action proposals. In the event, the Committee had been

able to identify and define eight problem areas on which it would focus priority

attention, and had also been able to reach a very wide measure of agreement on

the main issues and orientation of the restructuring process with respect to five

of those areas, namely, the General Assemblyj the Economic and Social Council;

other forums for negotiations, including UNCTAD and other United Nations organs

and programmes, the specialized agencies and IAEA) and ad hoc world conferences;

structures for regional and interregional co-operation; and planning, programming,

budgeting and evaluation. It had agreed, subject to the directives the Assembly

was expected to issue, to continue its work in 1977 on the basis of the revised

version of the consolidated text prepared by the Chairman. Finally, it had
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C!'..he Chairmap-)

a6reed, with reGard to the three problem areas still pending, to base its

future work on the original version of t~e consolidated text.

46. ~he CornJittee had done i~portant worl~ during 1976 and had reache6 a large

degree of consensus in respect of many of the fundrorrental issues covered, so~e

of wh.ich had. already been taken up in other f'o.rums . Even where agreement had

yet to be reached, members of the Con~ittee had attained a fuller appreciation

both of the points of d.iver-gence and of the political and substantive const.rrdnt.s

which must be taken into account in the search for consensus. If the Commit t.eu /s

achievement fell considerably short of the co.apr-ehene i ve package of detailed.

action proposals requested by the General Asse;.lbly, it must be r-ecogrri zed that

there had been serious difficulties stenlliinp iJainly from the pressure of other

commi,traent.s , and in particular from the constraints imposed on the time and

resources of delegations by the conflicting claims of other United ]ations meetinGs.

Disappointment at that ~ust be tempered by the consideration that structural

change could not replace> but must proceed E..a!'i _passu with, the elaboration of

policies, priorities and measures aimed at the realization of the new international

economic order. That had been explicitly recognized in General Assembly resolution

3362 (S.-VII), which had envisaged an interrelationship between all the measures

outlined in it.

47. In deciding to recowaend that the General Assembly should extend its

mandate by another year, the Commi,ttee had registered it s conviction that the

task entrusted to it was capable of fulfilment and its collective determination

to complete that task in 1977. He hoped that the circumstances of the cominz

year would prove auspicious for those purposes and, above all, that the necessary

political will would be manifest on the part of all delegations.

48. After an expression of gratitude to the other officers and members of the

Committee and the co-ordinators of various groups, he declared the session

closed.

)
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