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PEACE AND SECURITY AND PEACE INITIATIVES

Letter dated 30 October 1984 from the Pernanent Representatives
of costa Rica, EI salvador and Honduras to the qnited Nations

addressed !o the Secre Eary-Gener a r

t t4e have the honour to transmi! to you the consolidated text of coflments on the
, revised version of the "Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operagion ln Cenlral Anerlca"

(A/39/ 562-s/L67 75, annex) made by the Ministers for Forelgn Affairs of our
countries at the end of the meeting of central Amer ican Ministers for Foreign
Affairs held at Tegucigalpa on 19 and 20 october 1984 (see A/39/563 and A/39/599).

The amendnents to lhe Act relate t'o the following:

(a) Inplementation mechanisms after the signing and before the entry into
force (parL I' chap, III, Para. I8)t

(b) EstabliBhnent of the interim ad tloc disarnament group between the date of
the signing and rhe date of the entry intlforce of the Act (Part II, Para. 1 g!9) t

(c) veriflcatlon and control machtnery for securlty natters (Part II ,
pata.2rt

(d) Regulation of milicary nanoeuvres (part I, chaP. III' paras. 16 and l7)t

(e) Entry into force of obligations regarding foreign nilitary bases (part I'
chap. III, para. 25) and forelgn military advisers (paras. 27 and 28)t

(f) Fate of irregular forces (part I, chap. III, para. 35 (a))t

(9) Insertion of a section on displaced persons (part I, chaP. IV, paras' 74,
75 and 76);
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(h) Anendnents to part III, final provisions (paras. 2, 3,5,6,7, I and IO)t

(i) The guestion of the Additional Protocol,

'Ihe Pernanenl t4issions of Costa Rica, EI Salvador and Honduras would like to
point out that the aforementioned conments relate to the strictly operative part of
the Act. Our Governnents have no cornnenls on the substantive obligations under the
Act submitted by the Contadora croup.

It is usefuL to emphasize that this is the firat tine lhat the Central
American countries have been dlrectly involved in drafting lhe Contadora Act.
Previously they had nade their comnents to the Contadora Group, which incorporated
lhen as it saw f i.t.

This tine our Ministers for Forel.gn Affairs, in the joint coNnunigu6 issued at
Tegucigalpa on 20 October L9S4 (A/39/599, annex I), stressed how important it was
for the plot.agonists themselves !o participate directly In the negotiation and
drafting of the text, and for Nicaragua !o dernonstrate ils commitment to reqional
conci.Iialion by support.ing the suggested amendments wlth a view to naking the
provisions of the Act operational and fully verifiable.

we should be grateful if you would have the aEtached text, the content of
which was transnittsed at the appropriate Eime to the States nembers of the
Conladora Group and to lhe Organizallon of American States, circul,ated as a ceneral 

aAssembLy document under agenda item 25.

(Signed) Fernando ZLIIBADO
Anbassador

Pernanent Representative of
the Republic of Costa Rica

(signed) H. Roberto HERRERA CACERES
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of
. the Republic of Honduras

(Signed) l,laur j.cio ROSALES
Arnbassador

Pernanent RePresentative of
the Republic of EI salvador
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ANNEX

CONTADORA ACT ON PEACE AND CO-OPERATION IN CENTRAIJ A!.{ERICA -
AS REIT'I SED AT Tl{E MEETING OF CENTRAI, AI4ERICAN I4INISTERS FOR

FOREIGN AFFAI RS

Tegucigalpa, D.c., 20 october 1984

Asterisks t** indicate seniences or words vrhich have been deleted'

Underlined sentences or words indicate texts which have been added to tbe
revlsed draft AcE.
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PREAI,IBLE

Governnents of the Republics of Cosca Rica, El Salvador, cuatemala, gonduras
Nicaragua:

I, AWARE of Ehe urgen! need to strengthen peace, co-operation, confidence,
demeracy and economic and social develoFletit among the peoples of the region,
through the observance of principles and measutrea that woulal facilltate a better
understanding arnong tbe Central American Governmentst

z. coNcERNED about the aituation ln centsral America, which is characterized
by a serious decline in political confidencet a profound econonic and aocial
gri.sisi a serious situation rrich refugees and dispLaced persona, frontier
incidentsi an arms build-up, arms traffict the presence of foreign advisers and
otber forms of foreign rnirltary presencet anat the use by irregular forces of the
lerri.tories of certain scates to carry ou! atestablrlzing operatlons against other
SEates in the reg ion t

CONVINCED:

3. That the tension and the present conflicts may rrorsen and lead to
!ridespread hostilitiest

4. That the restoration of peace and confidence in the region nay be
achieved onry tbrough uncondilional respect for the principres of internationalIan, particularly the princlple which concerns the right of peoples to choose
freely and without exeernal interference the forn of polltical, economic and aocial
organization that bes! serves rheir interestB, and to do so througtl institutlons
whicb represent Eheir freely-expressed wlLlt

5. Of lhe importance of creating, pronotlng and strengthenlng alemoclatic,
parti.cipatory and pluralislic systerns in aII the countries of lhe regiont

6. Of the need to create political conditions designed to guarantee the
security, integrity and sovereignty of the States of the regiont

7. That the achievenent of genuine regional stabillty hinges on the
conclusion of agreenents on securily and dlsarnamentt

8. That, in the adoption of measures a itned at halting the arns race ln all
its forms, account should be raken of the natlonal securj.ty lnterests of the
ggntrar .llner ican states with a view to the establishmenb of a miritary barance in
Ene regroni

9. That military superiority as a political objective of the states of the
region, the presence of foreign advisers and other foreign elenents and the illeqallraffic in arns endanger regional security and constitute aescabilizing fact6iE- in
the reg ioni

10, Thal the agreenents on regional security nust be subject to an
system of verification and controli

effective
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ll. That the destabilizalion of the covernments in Ehe region, generally
taklng the forn of encouragement or support of the activities of irregular groups
or forces, acts of terrorism, subversion or sabotage, the illegaL lraffic in arms
and the use of the terrilory of a State for operations affecEing the security of
another State, is contrary to the fundamenlal norms of international law and
Peaceful coexistence among States t

L2. That, in order to establish a nili balance in the r ion, it is
highly desirable to set maxinum Iinits for nil-itary development, accordance lti th
the requirenents of stabllity and security in the areat

13. Tha! the elaboration of instruments ho permit the application of a Policy
of datente should be based on the exislence of political trust anong states which
vrould effectively reduce poliEical and ni.Litary lension among thent

14. nEcAIrLIllc the provisions adopted by the united Nations concerning the
definition of aggression, in particutar ceneral Assembly resolution 3314 (xxlx) 'and lhe relevant resolutlons of the Organization of American Statesi

15. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Declaration on the Strengthening of International
security, adopted by lhe Uniged Nations ceneral Assetnbly in resoLuEion 2734 (xxv),
and Ehe corresponding legal instrumenls of lhe inter-American systeni

16. FEMFIFI.{II{G the need to pronote naEional reconciliation in those cases
where deep divisions have occurred within society, so as to pernit the people to
participate, in accordance with the law, in political processes of a democratic
naEurei

CONSIDERING:

17. That, on the basis of the United Nations Charter of 1945 and the
Unlversal Declaration of Human Righcs of 1948, various inlernational organizations
and conferences have elaborated and adopted declarations, covenanls, protocols,
conventions and stalutes designed to provide effective Protection of human righls
in general, or of certain hunan rights in particulart

18. That not all Central American States have accepted Ehe entirety of the
exigting international instruments on human rights, and tbat it would be desirable
that they should alo so in order tso ttrri have a comPLete human rights r6gime in the
incetesls of pronoting the observance and guarantee of human, polltical, civil'
economlc' social, religious and cultural rightst

19. That in tnany cases lhe deficiencies of ****** inadequate domestic
Ieglslation interfere rrith lhe effective enjoyment of hunan rights as defined in
declarations and in other international instrunents,

20, That it should be lhe concern of each state to modernize * ***** its
Iegislation so as !o rnake it. suitable for guaranteeing the effective enjoynent of
hunan r ights ?
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2L. That one of lhe mos! effective ways of aecuring the enjolrnent of hunan
rights embodied in international instruments, political constitutions and the l-awgof individual SCates l-les in ensuring Chat the Judiciary enjoys sufficienE
authority and autonomy to put an end to violations of those rights,

22. That, to that end, rhe absolute independence of the jualiciary must be
9uaranteed 

'
23. That. that guarantee rEy be achleveal only if judicial officials enjoysecurity of office and if lhe judiciary is ensured budgetary stability so that itnay be ab'olutely and unguestionabLy independenE of the other authoritiest
COWINCED ALSO:

24- of the need to deverop equltable econonlc and sociar struccures ln order
to promote a genuinery democratic system and pernit full enjo!.nent by the people ofthe right to work, education, health anat culture,

25. Of the bigh J-evel of lnterdependence of the Central American countries
and the prospec!s r,rhich econonic integration offers our countriesr.

26- That the magnltude of the econornic and social crisis affecting the region
has highlighted the need for changes in the econonic and social struccures that
would reduce the dependence and promote **rr** the self-suff ic iency of the cenlralAnerican countries. enabling lhem ho reaffirm thelr own identity,

27- That central AmerLcan econonlc integration should constitute an effectivetool for econornic and sociar deveroprnent based on justice, soliatarity and mulual
benefi t i

25. Of the need to reactivate, improve and restructure the process of Central
Anerican economic integration ''ith rhe actlve and institutional particl.pation ofall the States of the region,

29. That, in the reform of the existing economic and social structures andthe strengthening of reglonar integration, the central .American institutions andauthorilies are called upon to assurne primary responsibllity,

30. of the necessity and appropriateness of undertaking joint progranmes of
econonic and social develoPrnent rrhich r{oulal help to pronote economic integration in
centrar America in the context of the development prans and priorities aalopted byeach sovereign State t

3I. Of the urgen! need for substantial investmen! for the developnent and
economic recovery of the Central American countrieg and of the efforts underlaken
ioihtly by tbese countries to obtain financing for specific priority projecLs, and
in vier' of the need to expand and strengthen international, regional andsubregional f i.nancial institutions,

32. That the regional crisis has provoked rnassive flows of refugees and
displaced persons, and that the situation demands urgent attentioni
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33. coNcERNBD about ltte constant worsening of social conditlons, ineluding
lhe situation nith regard to employment, educalion. health and housing in tbe
Central Anerican countriest

34. REAFI'I8r'iIllG, without prejudlce to the right of recourse to other
compeeent international foruns ' their desire to settle their disPutes within the
franework of this Actt

35. RECALLING tbe suppot t given by the Conladora Group to United Nations
Security Council resolution 530 (1983) and General Assembly resolution 38/10, as
weLl as to resolution AGlREs 6?5 (XIII-0,/83) adopted by the General Assenbly of the
organization of A:nerican statest and

36. BEII'E READY to lrnPlenent fully the Docunent of objectives and the norns
for the ltnplenentation of the undertakings nade thereinr adopted by their I'tinisters
for Foreign Affatrs in Panama on 9 September 1983 and I January 1984 resPectively,
under the auspices of the Governnents of Colombia, Mexico, Panama and Venezuela 'ehich conprise the Contadora Croupt

Have agreed as follous:

CONTADORA ACT ON PEACE AND CO-OPEFATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA

PAFf, I

COT,4MITMENTS

CHAPTER I

PRINCIPLES AND GENERAL CO,IITIIITENTS

THE PARTIES undertake, in accordance lrith their obligations under international }aw:

1. To abide by the follovfing prlncipLea:

(a) The princiPle of refraining fron the threat or use of force against the
cerritorial integrlty or political indePendence of statesi

(b) The peaceful settlement of disputest

(c) Non-Lnterf erence in the internal affairs of other statest

(d) Co-operation between staies in solving international Problemst

(e) The egual rights anat self-deternination of Peoples and the Prorlotion of
respect for human r ighfs t

(f) sovereign eguality and resPect for the rights lnherent in sovereigntyt

)

,
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(e)

(h)

The principle of refrainlng frotn discrininatory practices in econonic
relations between States by respecting their systems of political,
economic and social organizat ioni

The fulfilnent in good faith of obligations assumed under international
law.

In pursuance of lhe foregoing principless

(a) They shall refrain fron any action inconslstent irith tbe purpoaes and
principles of lhe Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the
organization of Arnerican States aimed against the territorial inlegrlty,
polieical independence or unity of any State, and, in particular, frsn
any such aclion involving the threa! or use of force,

(b) They shall settle their dispules by peaceful neans in accordance rriEh the
fundamental principles of international law enbodied in lhe Charter of
the United Nations and the Charter of the Organization of American States.

They shall respect the existing international boundarieg bebvreen States.

They shau refrain fron militarily occupying terrltory of any other State
in the reg ion.

They shall refrain fron any act of military, polltlcal, economlc or other
forn of coercion aimed at subordinating to their interesta the exercise
by other States of rights lnheren! in their sovereigney.

They shall take such action as is necessary to secure their frontiers
against irregular groups or forces oDeEating from thelr territory Hith
the aim of destabilizing the covernments of other States.

They shall not pernit their terrltory to be used for acts vrhich vlolate
the sovereign rights of other States. and shall see to it that the
condilions obtaining in their Cerritory do not pose a tbreat to
international peace and secur ity.

They shall respect the principle tha! no State or group of States has the
right to intervene either directLy or lndirecEty through the use of arns
or any other form of interference in the internal or external affalrs of
another State.

They shall respect tbe rlght of all peopLes to self-deterninat ion free
from outside intervention or coercion by refraining from the Lhreat or
the direct or covert use of force to disrupt the natlonal unlty and
territorial j.ntegrity of any other State.

2.

(c)

(d)

(e)

(r)

(e)

(h)

(i)
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CHAPTER II

CO,I!,TIT ENTS WIIIi REGARD TO POI,ITICAL MATTERS

SECtiON 1. CO'4I{IT!{ENTS TiITII REGARD TO REGIONAI, DETENTE AND CONFIDENCE-BUILDING

THE PARTIES undertake:

3. To promote nutual trust by every means at their disposal and to refrain from
any actlon which nlght disturb peace and security in the Central Anerlcan
reg iont

4. To refrain fronr iEsuing or proltE|tlng propaganda in support of violence or rrar,
and hostile propaganda against any centrdl Anerican Government, and to abide
by and fosle! the principles of peaceful coexistence and friendly co-operationt

5. Toffards that end' thelr respectlve governmenEal authorities shall:

(a) Avold any oral or rrrltten statement which night aggravate lhe sltuatlon
of conflict in the areat

(b) urge the rnass roedla to help to pronoEe understanding and co-oPeraiion
between peoples of the reglont

(c) Promote increased contacts betreen their peoples and a better knooledge
of each otherra peopleg through co-oPeratlon in all spheres relatlng co
educatlon, science, technology and culturet

(d) Consider together fulure actlon and nechanlsms for brlnglng about and
solidifying a clirnaEe of stable and lastlng peacet

6. Join together ln seeking a regi,onal aettletnent Hhich ttill eliminate Ehe causes
of tension in Central Anerlca by safeguarding the inalienable rights of its
peoples from forelgn preaBure and interests.

SCCT1ON 2. CCUIiiITIIENTS WITII REGARD TO NATIONAI. RECONCILIATION

Dach PARIY recognizes vis-l-vis the other Central American States the colEttitnent
aasuned vis-l-vie its orrn people to ensure the pregervation of domestic peace ag a
contrlbuiion to peace In the leglon, and they accordingly resolve:

7. To adopt neasures for the establishnent or, as the case may be, the furtbeE
developnent of representative anal plurallstlc denocratic systens guaranteeing
effectlve participatlon by the people, through political organizations, in the
declalon-rnaking proceEs, and en6urlng the ali.fferenc currents of opinion free
access !o honest and periodlc electlons based on the full observance of the
rights of cltizens,
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8. Sihere deep divisionE have csne about vrithln soclety, urgently to pronote
actions of national reconciliation Irhlch wlll. nake lt possible for the peopleto ParticitrEte, with full guaranEees, ln genulne dernocratlc polltlcal
Procegses on the basis of ju8tice, libelty and denocracy, and, towards that
end' to create nechanlgng naklng poBsible, ln accordance rrith the law,
dialogue with opposl tlon groups,

9. To adoPt and, as the case may be, endoree, broaden and lrnprove legal neasuresfor a genuine amnes ty which nlll enable thelr citlzens, jLE€lLE, to resune
f urr parriciparion in poutlcal, economidEd- social af r;I;;;-;;A-s inltarry,
to guaranfee lhe invlolability of life, the Liberty and the securlty of peraonof tbose to whon such annesty ig granteat.

Section 3. COMIIIIT'II{ENIS iIImT RmARD To ITUMAN RIGHTS

TIIE PAFrrEs undertake, in accordance nith their respective national 1an6 and Eheir
obligations under internatlonal lawt

10. To guarantee full respect for hunan rights anal, towards Ehat enal, to conply
wlth the obligations lalal down in tnternational legal instrurEnts andconstitutional provlEiong relatlng to hunan rtghB,

11. To set in notlon the con6tltutional, procedures neceasary for then to beconepartie€ to the follol,ing international instrumenta3

(a) The 1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rlghtst

(b) The 1965 International Covenant on Clvil and political Rlghtst

(c) The 1966 optlonal Prococol to the International covenant on Clvil antt
Politlcal Rights,

(d) The 1965 Internatlonal Conventlon on the Ellnination of All Forrns of
RaciaI Discrimlnation i

The 1951 Conventlon relating to the Status of Refugeest

The 1967 OptionaL protocol relating to the Statua of Refugeest

The 1952 Convention on the polltical Rights of lfomen,

The 1979 @nventi.on on the Etinlnation of AII Forms of Disclimination
Against Wonen,

(i) The 1953 protocol Arendlng the l9A5 Slavery convention,

(j) The 1956 Suppletnentary Convention bn the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave
Trade and InstitutionB and practlces Sinilar to Slavery,

(e)

(f)

(e)

(h)
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(k) The 1953 Convention on the Civil and political Rights of Wonen,

(r) The 1969 anerican convention on liuman Righrs, taking note of articr-es 45and 62t

L2. To prepare lbe necessary alraft legislation and submit it to their competent
ineernal organs with a view to accelerating the process of modernizing and
uPrdating their leglslalion, so as to nake it nore capable of pronoting and
9uaranleeing due respect for hunan rights,

13. Bo prepare and submit to their conpetent internal organs draft legisLation
necessary fort

(a) Guaranteeing the stabiliCy of the nenbers of rhe judiciary, so tbat they
can act without being subjected to political preasures, and thenselves
guarantee the stabiliCy of officials of lower rank,

(b) Guaranteeing the budgetary stability of the judiciary itself, so that it
may be absolutely and unquestlonably independent of the other authorities.

section 4- con'lMrrMENTs wrrH REGARD To ELECToRAL pRocEssEs AND PARLTAI.4ENTARY
CO-OPERATION

Each PARTY shall recognlze vis-e-vis lhe other Central American States the
comlitment assumed vis-a-vis it6 own peopre to guarantee the preservatlon of
internaL peace as a-llntribution to peace in the region and to that end shallresolve:

14. To adoPt ***tr**** measures that guarantee the partlcipat.ion of political
parcies in electoral. processes on an equal footing, ensuring that lhey have
accesa to the mass comrnunication media and enjoy freedon of assembly and
freedon of expression.

15. They likewlse comit tbem€elves to:

(a) Take the follor{ing neasures!

Pronulgaie or revise the electoral legislatlon with a vlew to the
holding of elections that guaranree effectlve participatlon by the
people t

Establish independent electoral organs !ha! will prepare a reliable
votlng register and ensure the imparliality and denocratlc nature of
the process,

Formulate or, where appropriate, update the ruLes guaranteeing the
existence and participation of political parties representingvarious currenCs of opin ion t

Establish an elecloral timetable and adopt measures to ensure that
the political parties participate on an equal footing,

(r)

t2l

(3 )

(4 )
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(b) Propose to their resPective legislative organs that they should:

. (f) Bold regular meetlngs aE aLternating sites that ould enable then to
exchange experience, contrlbute to al6tente and foster better
cornrnunication with a viev' !o rapprochenent anong the countrieg of
the area I

(2) Take measures almed at rnaintaining relations with tbe Latin Amerlcan
Parlianent and its resPective viorking comisslons t

(3) Exchange information and experlence on the matters stithln their
conpetence and collect with a vi.en to conPaEative studyt the
electoral legislation in force in each country, together with
related provisions t

(4) FoIIow' as observers, the various atagea in the electoral Processea
taking place in the reglon. To that end, the express invltation of
the Central American Sirt" in whlch the elecLoral process is taklng
place shall be essential t

(5) HoId perlodlc technical meetings in the place and ttith Ehe agenda

deterni.ned by consensus at each preceding meeting' The arrangements
for lhe firse neeting shall be made through consultation€ anong the
Central American Ministers for Foreign Affairs'

CHAPTER III

CCMMITT'{EI{TS TIITH REGARD TO STCURIrI MATTERS

In confornity with the obligations contracted in accordance with international lan'
the PARfIES assume the following conmitments!

SECIiON ].. COMIIITI,IENTS 9IITH REGARD TO MI LITAR/ MANOEI'VRES

16. To conply wich che follo$ing Provisions as regards the holding of nilitary
[aDo€uvE€sr with effect fro,n the enbry into force of this Act3

(a) nhen national or joint, international or combined nilitary nanoeuvres are
held in areas lesa than 30 (thirty) kilometres fron the frontler, the
appropriale prlor notification to the neighbouring eountries and the
verification and Control Comnlssion, nentioned in Part II of thls Act'
shall be made at least 30 (thirty) days beforehand.

(b) The notification shall contain the fo]"lowing infornaEion:

Name t

Purpose,

o

(r)

(21
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(3) Particlpating forces i
(4) Geographical location,

(5) Tinerabler g
(6) Equipmene and weapona to be uaed,

(c) rnvitations shall be issued to observers from neighbouring countries.
tr7.1 1* Delered because rn or combined rnanoeuvres are alr

1n r ve secur ity-r elated ations
enEer

SECtiON 2. COI,IIIIITI{ENTS IIITIT REGARD TO AF}IAMENrS AND TBOOP STRENGTII

18. To halt the arns race in all lts forns, and innealiateLy
t of maximum }i&its for armanents and the

arns vrelI thelr control reductlon, so that no coun has the
nili ea its will on other
coun narea.

under

On the basis of
implementation staqeE:

FIRST STAGE:

(*2)

(a) (Freeze) a The
the establishment of the nax

nithin the t.ine-t imit E ted

rnore miLi
ts for nili

et

of ie6 The P take to subrnit to the
Ad Hoc Dlsarnanent Gr ve current inventories of
mil i rns of not more

this AcC.

(*r) Thls paragraph contains a fornulatl.n regarding imprementation neasures
and timetables, which are deart with in palagraph 2r of the revised version of thecontadora AcE. Ib appeared to us more fogfctt io place it here because such
neasures are lhe Logical foLro*-up to the substancive commitment with regard to
disarmament laid dorrn in paragraph lg.

(*2) El Sarvador prace€ on record tha! the appricability of the obligationsset forth herein are subject to the p'ovislons of rts constitutionar legal order.

(b)
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I

o1

I

The inventories shall be ed in accoEdance with basic ite sec

forth in
annex

studies for otiation of I irnits n ith in
30 of the of this Act, the
shall conclude techn studies for the

SECOND STAGE:

(Maximum limits for arnaments tr antl rnili
30 (thir of the s of ls Act, the P

da

I 9 and I8 of the annex to Ac!, wl
red

(c)

(a)

ono

linits for lhe types of
and 18 of the annex to this Act vre 1l

(b) Maxinw[ linits for and mlli installa!iona
as well as titnetables for their reduction or

1 referred to in
for tion tof

[THIRD STAGET ]

[* De]eted because the new formulation makes it unnecessary'l

TFOURTH STAGE: ]

[ * Deleted because unne_gg3ga. I

a) and (b above, and Ehe

Ac

bindinq force.

[* Possibil.ity of tine-l imits 3 so tha!
on nax inum linits fthe results

and

current inventories of war nat6riel;
No! to introatuce new weapons systems that aller the quality or guantity of

Not to introduce, possess or use chenical, biological. radlological or other
weapons rdhich may be deerned to be exceasively injurious or to have
indiscriminate ef f ects t

The content ofI r2r.
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22. In order to salisfy the requirenents of Peace, stabllity, security and

economic and social developnent of lhe countries of the region, the PARFIES

-..-..--=-------

agree on cne rorr-" for the
nllttary developnent of the central Anerican countries:

(a) No arned lnstitution shall bave the capability to inPose i9s hegemony

over the other artned forces of @ considered
individuallyr

(b) The definition of national securiey shall take into account the ryg
needs f or Ehe econonic and sociar develoPrnent of ggg!-glBf Aner icgn
E6dfrEry I

(c) For lhe
deve

purpose of de nax irnun ta for the
t of the tral Amer

conS

Evaluation of the internal and external securlby needs of the Statet

Area of the terr itorYi

Populationi

Nation-wide distribution of economic resources, infrastructure and
populatt-oni

(r)

12,

(J 
'

(4 )

(5) Range and characteristics of land and sea boundarlest

(6) Military expenditure in relation to gross domestic Product (GDP)?

(71 Military budget in relatlon ro Public expenditure and other Soclal
indicatorst

(8) Characleristics of geograPhical posifion, and geopolitical
situationi and

(9) teveL of, advanced nllitary technology sulted !o the region'

23. To initiate coristitutional procedurea so as to be ln a Posllion to sign,
ratify or accede to treaties and other international agreements on

disarrnanent, if they have not already done so.

Sect,ion 3. CO4IIITI4ENTS WITH REGARD TO FOREIGN MILITARY BASES

24. Not to authorize the lnstalLatlon in their resPective territories of foreign
bases or foreign military achools.

25. To close dovtn any foreign baaes or foreign mililary schools in tbeir
respecLive terrilories, in accordance vri
PARTIES, which shall form

the PARTIES not later

inteqral

af

and
reed
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SECIiON 4. CC"I}iITIIENTS VIITH REGAFO TO FOREIGN MILITAR( AD\,I SERS

26. To provide the Ad Hoc Disarnament Group rrith a li€t of any foreign nilitary
advisers or other foreign elemencs participating in nilltary, paramilitary anat
securiby activities in rheir territory, rrithin 30 (tbirty) days of Che signingof this Act. The list referred to in thls paragraph shall be pEepareat in
accordance wlth the atefinitions contalned In the annex.

27. 9tith a vie!, to the removal of foreign military advisers and other foreign
elements likely to participate in military, paramilitary and security
activities, the PARTIqS ?gE_g_lg_lgqCSq the number of such persons, **** in
accordance

Act have foEce for all

table not later than 90 ler the
of the Ac t.

28. As for advisers perforning technical functions related to the instalLation and
nainlenance of nilitary equipment, a control register ehau be maintained in
accordahce rrith the Cerns laid doHn in the respective contracta or
agreements. on the basis of that register, the Ad Hoc Disarnament Group sharlset reasonable limits on the nurnber of such advLsers, rlthin the time-linit

lished in above inits

Section 5. CoMI.,IITMENTS WITH REGARD TO THE TRAFFIC IN AF|!1S

29. To stop the flow of arms ****trr* towards persons, organizations, irregular
forces or armed bands trying Co deslabilize the Governnents of the States
Par ties.

30. To establish for tha! purpose *** control nechanisrns at alrports, ranallng
strips, harbours, lerninals and border crossings, on roads, air routes, gea
lanes and waterways, and at any other point or in any other area like.Ly to be
used for the traffic in arns.

31. on Ehe basis of presunption of e'tabrished facts, to report any vioracions to
the Veri.fication and Control Comnisslon. ****

3l-. (a) The rePorts rnay contain *****i******t evidence to enable the Verification
and control comnission to carry out the necessary investrgation anEEiffiF-
;uch codiuslons and reconrnendlt.ions as it rnay consider useful.

31. (b) $lhenever appropriate, the follonlng eLenents, anong others, shall b€
taken inlo account for ghe purpoae of verifying the report:
(1) source of the arns traffic,

be

(2) Persons engaged in the traffic?



(3)
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Type of arnaments, rlunltions, equipnent and other rnllltary auppliest

Extrareglonal means of trangport,

Extraregional transport routea t

sgorage basea for arns, rnunitions, egui.pnen! and other nilltary supplies,

Areas and routes in Ehe intraregional trafflct

Intrareglonal means of transportt and

Receiving unlt or destination.

(7 ',

(8)

(e)

SECt1ON 6. CO4MIT!.IENTS WITH REGARD TO T1IE PROHIBITION OF SUPPORT FOR IRRreUI,AR
FORCES

32. To refrain from glvlng any politlcal, nllltary, financial or oEher 6u[4rort to
individuals, groups, lrregular forces or arned banos advocatlng the overthrow
or destabilization of other Governnenta, and to preventr by all neans at their
di€posal, the use of thelr territory for attacks on anoCher State or for the
organization of attacks, acts of sabotage, k iahappings or crlrninal activities
in the terrltory of another State.

33. To exercise strict control over their respective borders, with a view to
preventing their own Eerrltory frorn belng used to carry out any nilltary
action against a neighbouring State.

34. To disarm and rernove from the border area any grouP or lr;egular force
identified as being reaponsible for acts against a neighborlng state.

35. Deny the use of and dl€manELe installations' equ iprnent and facilities
Providing logiatical support or servlng operatlonal functions in their
territory, if the latter ls used for acta against neighbouring Governrnents.

The ver ification ion rh rhe f
tofln tlons

undertake outside the

forces Hhich uEe for their purposes lhe territory of a state to thich they do
not belonq, shether or not thev later niah to benefit flon the arnnes

Irreqular forces which lay down their arms in thelr own country shall be
granted a full and unconditional annesty by the respecEive Government, under
Ehe supervision of the Verification and Control Conmisslon.

35. (b) To respect the connitnents referred to in this section, ttichout prejudice
' to compllance with treaties and other international aqreenents relating to

diplomatic and territorlal asylun.

* lThis paragraph corresponds to paragraph 40.]
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SECt,iON ?. CCMMII'I'IENIS VIITH REGARD TO TERRORI SItr, SUBVERSION OR SABOTAGE

36. To lefrain fron giving political, nilitary, financial or any other support for
acta of subversion, lerrorisn or sabotage intended to destabllize or overthrow
Governments of the req ion.

37. To refrain frorn organizing, instigating or participating in acts of telrorism,To refrain frc
subversion or
aclivltles rrit
crininaf acts.

sion or sabotage in another State, or acquiescing in organized
tles rrithin thelr terrieory directed towards the comnisslon of such

38. To abide by the folLoeing lreaties and international agreements:

(I) The Hague convention for the su[Pression of Unlawful seizure of Aircraftt
(2) The Convention to prevent and punish the acts of terrorism taking the

forn of crines against peraons and related extortion that are of
i.nternational signif lcance ;

(3) Ihe Convention for the Suppresslon of Unlarful Acts against the safety of
Clvll Aviat.lont

(4) The Convention on the prevention and punishnent of Crines against
Internationally Protected Persons, inclualing Diplonatic Agentst and 

I
(5) The Internatlonal Convention against the Taking of Hostages,

39. To inifiate constitutional procedures so as !o be in a pobition !o sign,
ratify or accede to ttre treaties and international agreenents referred to in
the precedlng lEragraph, if fhey have not already done so.

40. * [Becane paragraph 35 (b).1**

4I. To prevent in their respective terrltorles participatlon in crininal acts
conniCted by individuaLs belonglng !o foreign terrorist groups or
organizatlons. To that end, lhey 9hat1 strengthen co-operation between lhe
competents nigration offices and pollce departments and between the
correspondlng civillan auehorities.

Section 8. COMMITIT{ENIS itIIlTI REGARD TO DI RECT COI.IMUNICATIoNS sY STEMS

42. To establlsh a regional cornmunications system which guarantees glggll liaison
betrdeen the competent government, civilian and nilitary authorities, and wi!h
lhe Verification and Control Cornnission, lrith a vievr to preventing i.ncidents.

43. To establish joint. securj.ty connissions 1n order to prevent and settle
incidents between neighbouring Slates.
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CIIAPTER IV

COMMITMENTS hITH REGARD TO ECONOiIIC AND SOCIAI' AFFAIRS

section I. cC!'tt'tITl'lENTs wlTlt REGARD ro DCot{oMIC AND SocIAL MATTERS

uith a vien to intensifylng the socio-economic develo4neng a9q' FEg-process of

econoniclntegrationofCentralanerlcaar.dstrengthenlngtheingtltsullona
representing and suPPortlng !g., the PARTIES undert'ake!

14. To reactivate' perfect and restructure lhe Proceas of central lulerlcan
economic integratlon, harmonizlng it l"ith the varlous forms of polltlcalr
economic and social organlzation of the countries of the reglon'

45. To gdolE resolution V84, adopte'l at the thirtleth l4eeting of ulnlstera
reaPonslble for central american Econonric Integratlon beld o-n 27 July 1984'

tthich is designeal a" i.-""itUfish the instilutlonal basis of the Central

Afier ican econonic inteqratlon Process'

46. To guPPort and Pro6note the conclusion of agreements designed to intensify
trade betneen cenlraI Arnerican countries htithin the legal frame{ork and ln the

sPirit of integration'

Not to adoPt anong themEelves any coercive or discrininatory nea8ules

detr inental ao an" ."orro,oy of ani of the central Anerican countries'

48, To adoPt measures deslgne'l to screngthen che financial agenciea ln the area'

includlng the central lner lcan Bank for Econonlc Integration'- supPortlng tbeir

efforts to obEatn ,"."rra""-.ia rliversify their oPeraEloni, while safeguarding

their alec ision-nak lng Poners and the lnterest8 of all the central Anerican

countr 1es.

49. To strengtben the nultllateral paynents machinery within the Central Anerlcan

cdnmonMarketFundandtoreactivatethenachineryalreadyinoPeratlonthrough
the Central Anerican Clearing House' In order to attain these objectivea'

recourse rnay ue nao tl-t""iiiuit international flnancial asaistance'

50. To undertake secEoral co-oPeration erojggts in the area' auch as tho8e

pertaining to tt. pli., pilautti"n 
-and- aistr lbution systen' the reglonal food

securily system, *"-"i.i ioi 
"'tottty 

Bealth Needs in central Arerica and

Panana and others nhich would contribule to Central Anerican economic

integ ration.

51. ro examine Joinlly the Problen of the Central American external debt through

an evaluation kring inio account lhe domestic circunstancea of each counttyt

itB palrments caPacity, the critical economic situatlon ln the area and the

flotr of additionar al"ou,"at necessary for its econonic and social develoPnent '

52. To supPort the elaboratlon and subsequent aPplication of a new central

Amer ican tariff and custona r6gine'
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53' To adop! joint neasures to protec! and pronole their exports, integrattng asfar as possible the processing, marketiig 
"no 

tr.rr"port of their products.
54' To adoPt the necessary neasures to confer legal status on the centrar AmerlcanMonetary Council.

55' To support ** the aupp+ementa'v efforts cADEscA is making, in co-ordinationwith subregion"t ag"nciEEl-to obtain from the international cotnmunl ty theadditionar financiar resource. neeaea lo-'revitartze the centrar Americaneconomy.

56. To implement the lnternational norna governlng 1abour and, with thece-opera.ion of rro, to adapt their done€tlc iaws to trra"a troa.", partlcurarlythose whlch are conduclve to the reconstruction of central An.rican 60cieclesand econonies. rn adatitlon, to carry out, with trre co_o,peraii"i-"i tn"aforesaid agency' progrrmnes to create jobs and provlde voeational trainlng andinstruction and also for the appticatioi of appropriate lechnorogles designedto nake sreater use of the r"n;;;. 
.';;; 

n"rur!1 rlsources ot eictr counrry.
57' To request the support of the pan-American Hearth organizatlon and uNrcEF, andof other deveropment agencres and the internatronar iinancial cormunity, tofinance the plan for priority Hearth Neears in central Amerlca and panama,adopted by the l.rtnisters of iearth or- ln.-c"ntr.r Arnerican rsthmus at san Joa6on 15 March 19 94.

SCCtiON 2. CC'{MI!!{EN!S TIITH REGARD TO REFTreEES

The PARTIES underEake to rnake the neces€ary efforts!
58- To carry out, if they have not yet done so, che constitutional procedures foraccession to tbe 1951 convention reraling to the statu' 0f Refugees anat the1957 protocol relating to the status of iefugees.
59' To adopt the terminology estabrished in the conventl.n and protocor referred

::.I !!: foregoing paragraph witb a view to disttnguishing refugees frourother categories of migranti.

60. To establlsh the internal nachinery necessary for the inplenentatlonr upoDaccession, of the provisions of thi convention and protocor referreal to inparagraph 59.

6L' To-esEablish machinery for consultation betneen Ehe central Anerican countrleaand representative. 0f the government offrces responaibre for dealing rrith theproblen of refugees in each State.
62. To support the work perforned by the united Nations High comtrr'sloner forRefugees ((,NH.R) in.centrar e^.ii". and to establish direct co-ordinationmachlnery to facililate the fulfllmeni oi-tr" nandate.

63. 3 ::"1:. lh:t-:"y repatrtarion of refugees is voluntary, and is decrared to
ff ff"31. 

* individual basis, and is cairiea out Hith tt" c*oper.iro.

(
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64. To ensure the establishnent of triPartite commisslong' comPosed of

rePresentatives of tbe State of origln, of the receivlng State and of UNIICR'

with a vieet to facitibating the rePatrlation of refugees'

55. To reinforce Progralmes for Protection of and asslstance to refugees'

Particularly in the areas of health' educatlon' labour and gafety'

66. To ensure that Progrannes and projects are set up vrlth a view to ensurlnq the

self-suf f iclencY of refugees'

67. To train the offlcials responslble ln each state for Protection of and

asslstance to refugees, with the to-op"'"iron-of urnci and other internatlonal
ag enc ie s.

6s.Torequegtirnnedlateas€istancefrontheinternatlonalcomflunltyforcentral
Anerican refugeesr to be provided either dlrectly' through bllateral or

nullllateral agreenents ' or tltrough uNItcR and otler organlzatlons and aqencles'

59. To identify. vrith Etre co-operatlon of uNHcR' other countrles vthich might

receive central Anerican refugees' r" no cit" shall a refugee be transferred

to a thlrd country against his t'iII'

70. To ensure tha! the Governments of the area nake the necessary efforts to

eradicate the causes of tbe refugee Problen'

7I. To ensure tha!, once agreenent has been reacbed on tbe bases for voluntary and

lndivialual rePatrlationr with full gut'""t"""-eor the refugees' the recelvlng

councries per.it orii.iil delegations of the country of origin' accomPanled by

rePresentatives of UNHCR and the receiving country' to viEilt the refugee camP8 '

Tz.Toengurethattherecelvlngcountriesfacllltate'lnco-ordinatlonwith
urNHcR' the deParture piocedure for refugees in lnstances of voluntary and

individuaL rePatriation.

73. to lnElitute aPProPriate neasures in the -receiving 
countEies to Prevent the

particiPation "f ';;;;;;t-in- 
i"tiortr"" directea isainst the countrv of

orisln' whlre at "ii-il;:"';t;pt"ti"g 
the buman rlsbts of the refuseeE'

The PARIIES aqree

74.

75.
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76' To and obtaln as
agslstance for d

soc

(
from the
song in

PART II
COMIi{IT EMS I{ITH REGARD TO EXECUTION AND FllL[OW_Up

The PARTIES decide to establish the follorring mechanisrns for the purpose ofexecuting and follorring up the coruniLr"nt" .ini"irred in this Act:
1' Ad Hoc Connltlee for Evar-uation and Folrorr-up of commitnents concerningpolitical and Refugee Matters

. 
(a) Composltion

The ConmiEtee shall be conposed of flve (5) persons of recognizedconpetence and inpartiallty, proposed by the States ,nenbers of theConEadora Group_and. acceptea Ly ao*rorr-"gra"rnent by the parties. The
ffi:T::.i:.:"e conni*ee nust 6. oi'i--narionality oitr"r"r,c-iiom rhose of

(b) FuncCiona

The Comnittee shall recelve and evaluate the reports h,hich the partiesundertake to subnit on the ways in which they trlve proceeded to implemenrcorulitrnents wlth regard to nailonal ."."n"iiiaiir,, human rights,electoral processes and refugees.

In adaution, the Comnitt
:u!r"9!", transrnrtte. ro:'.i:iltrff"::::rH ilr#Hil::i:i:.:,"" .n.*
lndlviduals, uhich night conlrlbute usetul aiia ror evaluation.

on the basis of lhe aforesald data, the contnittee jtralt prepare aperiodic report which, in.addition t" in.-.""irJeion, shall containproposars and recorurendations roi-'ii;.;;;"; "il;i.menrarion 
of rheconmiEnent.s. Thls report sha1l be submitted ti tne parties and to ttrecovernments of the Co;Eadora Group.

e
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c the recomnendaliona t

se
Bet forth Intiea and lhe

(c) Statute and rules of Procedure

The Connit.tee shaU be overned by th! ellssileq-Egte and shall dravt uP

1 bis Ad Hoc Disarmamenc GrouP

(aI Purpose: The !o engure

tiont The Ad Hoc
of the fi

tatives of four
ConLadora

co-operate for peace in the region.

Aner ican countr rs of the

(b)

its own rules or pro".ou[liilIlf,-Il-E6Jt rntke known to the Parties '

the cornmitrnents r.rith

the

(d) Functions:

(d) I to halt the race in all its
raph 18 of section 2 @4

d)2 To tion of the
freeze) and (b

slqnature of this Act and
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(b)

adviaers

tatives of statea

classif
as

tion of materlal acts
troents ni th

2'l and 28 of

t: The

to force,

lend

2. Veriflcation and control machinery for security nattters
(a) conposition: The vertfication and contror nachinery shal1 be compo€iea! of,

ion made up of tatives of the
ves of four S

2. Al:Inl:rlilionat co pectcrs

States chosen a6 provlded f.ii ih iha r^r r^-,iii----. - -^ ----

the Statute Act

t and comnunica and
t Commission Eerna

Een

and 18 of the ennex to thle

on troop numbers and mil

(c) Functions of the pernanent Coru[ission:
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in other
ts of

a solucion
1n

ts vrr
I

4.

6.

(d)

To verify that no nev' weapons are- introduce:.:ll"n ""utu
quaritabivery or quantit;;iverv arter *' "::"Lli*;3 ii**iBlia'li
il;;;;; ih! non-introduction and non-uae or we

this Act.

ro verlfy the dlsnantllng of f oreign .mi-ll:ary 
lnstallatsions ' in

r""oraar,". t ith the provislons of this Act'.

To establish a reglster of *** transftt" :: :t:T::"il;:t::::t::'
;; ;;;ffi;"i, incruaing donations and other tr

I;:.####"" "*::i*::::: 
- or ni r i tarv as s i'tance

l "'

4.
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a

5.
I;;"il:"";[":tli::iliieor roreisn mirirarv advisers rn accordance

To verify conplianee rrlth-chis Act in re€pect of trafflc ln arns andto- consider any repor ts.of 
-non_compria;;;: 

-;; 
rhar purpose, therqrronrng criteria ggl be taken inio ac"ourrtr-.

(a) 
:::::1. "f the arms.sraffic: rhis crilerion carls foroeEermination of t
arms,. mun i tio*, :: l$l":, ":If;::.Jf ,,1tff 'j:ff l" l',".li.u"oror the central Anerican ,"gion. 

--- ...-----

(b) peEsonnel lnvolved
s1r 

tlc tnat ins i; 
-;:.-ffiiiii:iii,fi.::"fi 

::l'::.i;:=..arr ic,narna, includlng ure, pariicip.ii", ;l-c;;;;",o.n.s r rheirrepregentaCivee or interrnedlariee
(c) llpe of weapon, mursuppries! u"r.rrortllt"la ' eguipnent or other military

weapons, an"i. ."ritlll 
under. thls headlng, the calegoiy of

ru*.:itFjii:i_ !dFj:"::.rn:,"Ht..t;";;;" 
; 
-,;in.

munrtrons, eq;iil;: #":il:lT,:f ,::;'":#ir::-$eapon,
(d) Extraregional nean6

naritlrae or 
"r, .ru.lj-::t":p": t I listihg the means of land;nsport, including the natiohallty.

(e) Extraregional transt

(f) Baae€ for che storaa
"tt ""iii l"iy";;;;i:":: vireaPons' munttions, equipment and

(91 Intraregional Craffic areeF ah,r
ll3-:::i': ; ;;;i:';::i:"":: ::::ff ;';Tff::l*:":l"o:"'"golrernnehtal or poli-tlcal sectors, tor ttrl Jonaluct of the::ii::: in arrns ' includins rr.n".""v 

"r lrle-or these areas and

(h) 
ffi.TH:.i-I:=eor!r specirvins rhe neans or,.::liffi:" "::l- -tr," "*n","r, Iil;'.r:T:;;:i:g ::: H:
::::::::':":ig:::: .:.r^-r:';$ J":'";*::ffi*":: pori,ica,
li!l3t! ilt"l;?;;H. "ff :*: :;::^S94";:T:ffi ';i"::": T;
3:::ff :::.,f *:F:_:#it,-ii"**"**ro"';.?;;':,:;*:.;iff,:H:;,,:H:n:;.,n11.i:;"!il i;.$"J"il: ;i,"iT""":"",any other forna are being used.

H
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(i) Receiving uniE or destinations deternining the identity of the
persons, groups or organlzations receiving the weapons.

To verify compliance \dith this Act wllh regard to irregular forces
and the non-use of thelr own terrltory in destabllizlng actions
against another State, and to conside! any reports ln that
connection.

To verify compliance with Che procedures for notification of
naEional or joint nllltary manoeuvres regulated by thls Act.

I0. The s shall carrv out
on-site inspections, gathering teatirnony and uslng any other

co-operation by the Partles.

lI. The main headquarters and the nalional co-ordlnating offlc€s and
inslallatlons of the Internatlonal in the fl
Central ArErican

ecElve

L2. The Internatlonal Corps of Inspectora ahall, wherever relevant, be
governed by lhe.operatlng rulea which it adopts.

J. Ad Itoc Corunictee for Eva!-uat,lon and Follow-up of Comnltments concerning

8.

o

I
E@nomic and Social llatters

t

(a) ComPoEitlon

For tbe purposea of this Act, the Meeting of Central Anerican Economlc
Ministers shall constitute the Ad Boc Cotrmittee for Evaluatlon and
Follotv-up of Conmitments concerning Econonlc and Soclal Uatter6.

(b) Functions

- The Committee shall recelve the reports of the PARTIES concernlng
progress in conplylng with coNniCnents concerning econonic anal social
natters.

- The Commlttee shall nake periodic evaluaCions of progress made in
conplying rrith cormltnents with regard to econonic and aoclaL natterE,
uslng for that purpose the infornation produced by the PARTIBS and by the
conpetenE international and reglonal organlzationg.

- The Conmittee shall preaent, in ita periodic reports, propoaaLs for
strengthening regional co-operation and pronotlng develoFrent plans, wlth
partlcular enphasis on the aspects nentioned in the commlt$ents contained
in this Act.
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PART III

FINAL PRCVI SIONS

1. The cornmitn€nts made by the PARTIES in this Act and in the annexes chereto are
of a legal nature and are therefore binding.

2. This Act shall be ratified in accordance wlth the conatitutlonal procedures
established in each of the Central American States. The in€trunents of
ratiflcation shall be deposlted with the Organization of Central AmericanEE;€EE-lffiSr.-

3. This Act shal-l- enter into force eight days after the date on lrhlch the fifth
instrunent of ratification is deposited.

4. The PARTIES, as fron the date of signature, shall refrain fron any acts which
would serve to fruslrate the object and purpoae of this Act.

[5]. [Delete for conatitutional reasons.l

6. Any dispute concerning the lnterpretation or appllcaEion of this Act whlch
cannot b€ settled thEough Che machinery provided for in part II of this Act,
shall be referred to che Ministers for foreiqn Affairs of the PARTIES for
consideration and a decision, by consensus.

7. Shoulal the dispure continue, it shall be referred ro rhe qgilg_E!!]E]llllg
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Central Amer ica and the Contadora croup, eho
shall meet at' the request of any of lne pan$fnS.

8. The !4lnislers for Foreign Affairs of the States forning lhe Contadora croup
shall, within the linits established in th1!$r use their good offlces to
enaUl" ific sltuatlon brought to
their atlention. After this venue has been tried, they nay suggest anotber
peaceful means of settlement of lhe dispute, in accordance with Article 33 of
the Cbarter of the United Nations, and article 24 of the Charter of the
Organization of Anerican Seaees.

9. This Act shall not be subject Eo reservation.

I0. Five vears after the ent.ry into force of Chis Act, the States parties abd the
c?!9gggli GrouP sh
necessary.

rr. Thls Act sharr be registered by rhe atepositary with the secretary-General 0f
the United Nations and with the Secre lary-Genera1 of the Organization of
Alrcrican states in accordance with Article 102 of the charter of lhe uniged
Nations, and argi.cle lI8 of the Charter of the Orqanization of American States.

ANNEX

The PARTIES hereby agree on the following definitions of military terms:

a

h
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ADDITIONAL PROT€OL

digcussion since the
alternaEive insErunent the forn of a "Protocol
cons idered. l

of pre
antor stagestl has been




