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The Secretary-General has received the following communication which is
circulated in accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1206 (XLIV).

[22 August 1964]

As a contribution to the Sub-Commission's deliberations under asenda item 14
concerning the forthcouins seminar on the encourageuent of undewrstanding, tolerance
and respect in matlers relating to freedom of relijion or belief, the Bahd'i
Insernational Communit;” is vleased to subtmit the folloving moints which might be
congidered Ty the seminar:

The current dimengions, wanifesba.ions aad root causes of the wroblemg of religious
intolerance and discrinination '

1. Religious intolerance and discrimination are serious problems in the world

today, in terms both ol the severit, of the violations of the rizht fto freedom of
religion and bhelief and the world-wide extent of these vroblems. In many varts of the
world, the fundamental richit to have or adowt a relimion g belief of one's choice,
the right freely to nraciise and mauvifest ome's relicion or belief and the' right to
non-discrimination on the srounds of relimion or helief are consistently violated.

It should be recognized, however, that relizious injiolerance is a universal problem
reguiring action and attention by the international commuwnity as a whole as well as
action Wy indivicual States and Yy all members of socieiy.

2, Intolerance and discrimination on the jrounds of religion or belief may have a
nunber of serious wanifestations, ranging, for examnle, from discrimination in such
areas as education, houging and emnloyment, to proscriplion of specific religious
activities such as tleaching and the publication of religious literature and outright
genocide committed apaingt menbers of particular religions.
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%, One of the fundamental »cos causes of all manifestations of religious intolerance
and discrimination is the existence of religious prejudice and prejudicial atbitudes
among individuals and groups. It is accordingly necessary, in combabing religious
intolerance, to address these fundamental prejudices.

Implementation of international standards

4. The Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief represents a common standard defining the
elements of the right to freedom of religion or belief and elaborating the guarantees
contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. States should take all necessary steps to
implement the provisions of the Declaration through the adoption of appropriate and
effective conssitutional, legislative, judicial. administrative, ecducational and
cultural measures.

Acetbion in the field of legislation

5 It is essential that aporopriate congtibutional, legislative, judicial and
administrative measures be adooted in orxrder to ensure Shat all the rights set
forth in the Declaration are adequately and fully protected by law, and to create
2 social atmosphere conducive ta bthe development of religious understanding,
tolerance and respecti.

6. 1In particular, Stales should ensure that the rights set forth in the
Declaration are realized in practice and are graranteed through the existence and
application of effective grievance and recourse procedures.

7. In this connection, the United Uations might consider means by which it can

offer assistance Lo States in the drafting of appropriate legislation. It might

also consider vaysg of disseminating informabtion on the standards set foribh in the
Declaration to judges, legislatbors, magistrates, lawyers, public officials, civil
servants and other officials whose duties involve the protection of the right to

freedor1 of religion or uvelief.

sAction in. the fields of feaching, educalion, culture, media and informaiion

8. Recognizing that religious intolerance has its roots in religious prejudice
and wrejudicial attitudes, States shovld also vake avpropriate measures in the
fields of teaching, education, culture, the media and information to combat the
prejudices giving rise to religious intolerance and to encourage understanding,
tolerance and respect in watters relating to religion or belief.

2. The education of children from their earliest, pre-school years with the goal
of fostering a consgciousness of, regpect for and a growing appreciation of the
different forms of religious expression az well as the development of attitudes of
religious tolerance is warticulaprly important.

13. In this connection, States mightb:
(a) Tncourage the development of school curricula at primary, secondary
and university levels aimed at eliminating religious prejudice and

fostering religious tolerance;

(v) Provide for the development of appropriate educational materials for
uge in curricula on religious toierance;
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(¢) Encourage the development of appropriate teacher-training programmes;

(d) share with other States theip experience in the field of education
aimed at promoting religious tdlerance.

11. The appropriate intergovernmental agencies, for example, UNESCO, might:

(a) Solicit information from Governments, non-governmental organizations
and educational institutions on educational programmes and methods
currently in use aimed at developing religious tolerance and understanding,
and make this information available to all interested Governments,
institutions and organizations;

(v) Compile a bibliography of educational materials which might e
incorporated in curricula on religious tolerance, and possibly establish
a library of such materials available %o all governments;

(¢c) Consider the possibility of developing appropriate curriculum guides for
teaching about religious tolerance; and appropriate curriculum materials
on religious tolerance which might be used in school programmes.

12. States might consider measures to encourage the incorporation in school
curricula of the following topics or elements:

(a) The commonality of spiritual concepts in all human societies;
(b) The variety of forms of religious expression;

(¢) The history of religious prejudice and conflict, with a view to
mderstanding the nature of religious prejudice;

(d) The principles of religious liberty and ftolerance contained in the
Declaration.

13. Educational agencies and institutions responsible for developing curricula
and educational programmes designed to fogter religious tolerance should be
encouraged to take note of the background papers prepared for the seminar,
particularly those offering practical suggestions relating to curricula content
and materials.

14. States, non~governmental organizations and educational institutions should
take appropriate measures in the field of culture to encourage religious
understanding. Some of these activities might be undertaken in co-operation with
UNESCO. These might include the development of multi-religious cultural
programmes, through the use of exhibitions, religious libraries and museums, with
a view to encouraging greater understanding of the variety of forms of religious
expression and fostering understanding among religions and religious groups.

15. The media should be encouraged to disseminate materials conducive to
fostering understaniing, tolerance and respect in matters relating to religion or
belief,

16. The United Nations General Assembly might consider the possibility of
proclaiming 25 November "Universal Religious Tolerance Day", in commemoration of
the anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration.



E/CN.4/Sub.2/1984/8G0/T
page 4

Qther future activitieg which might be considered

17. The appropriate United Nations human rights bodies might consider the
possibility of elaborating additional standards as a means of Implementing the
Declaration. In particular, they might investigate the possibility of beginning
discussions on the elaboration of a draft convention on the elimination of all
forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief.

18. The appropriate-United Nations human rights bodies might consider further
measures to study the current dimensions of the problem of religious intolerance
and discrimination and to monitor the situation in the world relating to
religious intolerance. They might consider establishing a formal or informal
body which could study the current state of religious tolerance in various parts
of the world and could report to one of the United Nations human rights organs.



