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The Secretai^'-General lias received the following communication which i s 
circulated i n accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1296 (XLTV). 

'22 Au¿;ust 13QA[ 

As a contribution to the Sub-Commission's deliberations under agenda item 14 
concerning the foi-thcouinc: seninar on the encotira¿;eiaQnt of undei-standin^, tolerance 
and respect i n matters r e l a t i n c to freedom of ге11̂ ;1оп or b e l i e f , the Bahá'i 
International Conmiuniti" i s pleased to submit the follo\ánc>" points vrhich might be 
considered by the seminar.; 

The current dinensipns, manifesta liions a;.]d root causes of the problems of re l i g i o u s 
intolerance and disc r i u i n a t i o n 

1. Religious intolerance and discrimination are serious problems i n the world 
today, i n tenas both of the severity of the vi o l a t i o n s of the r i ^ h t to freedom of 
re l i g i o n and b e l i e f and the vrorld-wide extent of these problems. In many parts of the 
world., the fundamental r i c h t to have or adopt a r e l i g i o n a b e l i e f of one's choice, 
the r i c h t f r e e l y to practise and mauifest one's reli^iOxT or b e l i e f and the'right to 
non-dj.scriniination on the Cî 'ouxids of reli^'ion or b e l i e f are consistent!;'' violated. 
I t should be recoanized, however, that relÍ3Íous intolerance i s a universal problem 
requiring action and attention by the international cowatinity as a whole as well as 
action bj i n d i v i d u a l States and by a l l members of society. 

2. Intolerance and discrimination on the j^^ounds of r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f may have a 
nwaber of serioLis manifestations, ranging, f o r example, from discrimination i n such 
areas as education, hotising and employment, to proscription of s p e c i f i c r e l i g i o u s 
a c t i v i t i e s such as teacMns and the publication of relig i o u s l i t e r a t u r e and outright 
genocide committed acainst members of pa r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o n s . 
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3. One ,üf the fimdamental roox causes of a l l manifestations of religio-us intolerance 
and discriminabi'ón' i s the existence of r e l i g i o u s prejudice and p r e j u d i c i a l attitudes 
amone individuals and groups. I t i s accordingly necessaiy, i n combating r e l i g i o u s 
intolerance, to address these fundamental prejudices. 

Implementafcion of international standards 

4- The Declaration on the Elimination of A l l Forms of Intolerance and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Beli e f represents a common standard defining the 
elements of the right to freedom of r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f and elaborating the guarantees 
contained i n the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Ci-vil and P o l i t i c a l Rights. States should take a l l necessai^' steps to 
implement the provisions of the Declaration through the adoption of appropriate and 
effective conscitutional, l e g i s l a t i v e , j u d i c i a l ; administrative, educational and 
cul t u r a l measures. 

Action i n the f i e l d , of l e g i s l a t i o n 

5. I t i s essential that appropriate c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , l e g i s l a t i v e , j u d i c i a l 8^d 
administrative measures be adopted in order to ensure that a l l the rig h t s set 
for t h i n the Declaration are adequately and f u l l y protected by lav.', and to create 
a s o c i a l atmosphere conducive to the development of relig i o u s understanding, 
tolerance and respect, 

6, In par t i c u l a r . States should ensure that the rights set fo r t h i n the 
Declaration are realized i n practice and are guaranteed through the existence and 
application of effective grievance and recourse 'procedures. 

?. In this connection, the United ïïations might consider means by which i t can 
offe r assistance to States i n the drafting of appropriate l e g i s l a t i o n . I t might 
also consider тауй of disseminating information on the standards set forth i n the 
Declaration to judges, l e g i s l a t o r s , magistrates, lawyers, public o f f i c i a l s , c i v i l 
servants and other o f f i c i a l s whose duties involve the protection of the right to 
freedom of r e l i g i o n 01- b e l i e f . 

Action in. the f i e l d s , of teachln.'f.;, education, culture, media and information 

8. Recognizing that r e l i g i o u s intolerance has i t s roots i n r e l i g i o u s prejudice 
and p r e j u d i c i a l attitudes, States shou-ld also take appropriate measures i n the 
f i e l d s of teaching, education, culture, the media and information to combat the 
prejudices giving r i s e to r e l i g i o u s intolerance and to encourage understanding, 
tolerance and respect i n matters r e l a t i n g to r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f . 

9. The education of children from t h e i r e a r l i e s t , pre-school years with the goal 
of fostering a consciousness Of, respect f o r and a growing appreciation of the 
differen t forms of rel i g i o u s expression as wel'J. as the development of attitudes of 
re l i g i o u s tolerance i s p a r t i c u l a r l y important. 

10« In th i s connection, States might: 

(a) Encourage the development of school curricula at primary, secondary 
and university levels aimed at eliminating r e l i g i o u s prejudice and 
fostering r e l i g i o u s tolerance; 

(b) Provide f o r the development of appropriate educational materials f o r 
use i n curri c u l a on r e l i g i o u s tolerances 
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(c) Encourage the development of appropriate teache3>-training programmes; 

(d) Share with other States theip experience in the f i e l d of education 
aimed at promoting re l i g i o u s tolerance. 

11. The appropriate intergovernmental ¡agencies, f o r example, UNESCO, mights 

(a) S o l i c i t information from Governments, non-governmental organizations 
and educational i n s t i t u t i o n s on educational programmes and methods 
currently i n use aimed at developing r e l i g i o u s tolerance and understanding, 
and make th i s information available to aj.1 interested Governments, 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and organizations; 

(b) Compile a bibliography of educational materials which might be 
incorporated i n curricula on reli g i o u s tolerance, and possibly establish 
a l i b r a r y of such materials available to a l l governments; 

(c) Consider the p o s s i b i l i t y of developing appropriate curriculum guides f o r 
teaching about r e l i g i o u s tolerance; and appropriate curriculum materials 
on r e l i g i o u s tolerance which might be used i n school progra^mmes. 

12. States might consider measures to encourage the incorporation i n school 
cu r r i c u l a of the following topics or elements; 

(a) The commonality of s p i r i t u a l concepts i n a l l htmian soc i e t i e s ; 

(b) The varie'by of forms of re l i g i o u s expression; 

(c) The h i s t o i y of rel i g i o u s prejudice and c o n f l i c t , with a view to 
understanding the nature of r e l i g i o u s prejudice; 

(d) The pri n c i p l e s of r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y and tolerance contained i n the 
Declaration. 

13. Educational agencies and i n s t i t u t i o n s responsible f o r developing c u r r i c u l a 
and educational programmes designed to foster r e l i g i o u s tolerance should be 
encouraged to take note of the background papers prepared f o r the seminar, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y tb.ose offering p r a c t i c a l sгJggestions r e l a t i n g to c u r r i c u l a content 
and materials, 

14. States, nort-governmental organizations and educational i n s t i t u t i o n s should 
take appropriate measures i n the f i e l d of culture to encourage r e l i g i o u s 
understanding. Some of these a c t i v i t i e s might be undertaken i n co-operation with 
UNESCO. These might include the development of multi-religious c u l t u r a l 
programmes, through the use of exhibitions, r e l i g i o u s l i b r a r i e s and museums, with 
a vievr to encouraging greater understanding of the variety of forms of re l i g i o u s 
expression and fostering understanding among rel i g i o n s and r e l i g i o u s groups. 

15• The media shotld be encouraged to disseminate materials conducive to 
fostering understanding, tolerance and respect i n matters r e l a t i n g to r e l i g i o n or 
b e l i e f . 

16, The United Nations General Assembly might consider the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
proclaiming 25 November "Universal Religious Tolerance Day", i n commemoration of 
the anniversaiy of the adoption of the Declaration. 
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Other future a c t i v i t i e s which might be considered 

17. The appropriate United Nations Ьглпал rights bodies might consider the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of elaborating additional standards as a means of implementing the 
Declaration. In p a r t i c u l a r , they might investigate the p o s s i b i l i t y of beginning 
discussions on the elaboration of a draft convention on the elimination of a l l 
forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on r e l i g i o n or b e l i e f , 

18. The appropriate-United Nations human righ t s bodies might consider further 
measures to study the current dimensions of the problem of r e l i g i o u s intolerance 
and discrimination and to monitor the situ a t i o n i n the world r e l a t i n g to 
rel i g i o u s intolerance. They might consider establishing a formal or informal 
body which could study the current state of re l i g i o u s tolerance i n various parts 
of the world and could report to one of the United Nations human rights organs. 


