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l. In its resolut1on I984/4O of 24 May 1984, the Economic and Sociaf Council
requested states members of the Econoaic and social Cornnission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) that had not yet done so to cornmunicate their connents on the
report of the Seninar cn National, Local and Reqional Arrangements for the
Promotion and Protection of l]unan Right.s in the Asian Reoion, held at Colonho from
21 June to 2 July 1982 (A/37/422, annex) to the Secre tary-ceneral in time for
subnisslon to the cenetal Assenbly at its thirty-ninth session.

2. As at l- clc tober 1984, no new or additional conrnents had been recelved.

3. However, after consideration of this item by the Econonic and social Council.
the Governnent of sri Lanka submitted connents in response to the request made by
the Sec re ta ry-cenera 1 in his note ver$ale of 21 September 1983 circulated in
accordance with ceneral Assembly resol.ution 37/r7r ot 12 Decenber 1982 to alr
States nenbers of ESCAP. The comments are reproduced in the annex to the present
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ANNEX

comments of States menbers of tl'e Ecqnolic-ani g.Jcial conmission for
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[10 JulY 1984]

t. The in]portance of pronoting discussion on the need to establish reqional
cornmissions on human rights where no such arrangenents existed was enphasized by

theconnissiononHunanRiqhtsinresolutionT(xXIv)oflMarch1968.a/ThiSwas
subsequently reiterated by the comr0ission and reached an action-oriented staqe with

the adoption by the General Assenbty of resolution 36/154 of 16 Decenber l9B1 in

"iii.fr 
ii ..qu.tt.d the secre tary-Gene ra I to orqanize a seninar in colombo in 1982

to consider approprlate arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of hurnan

iiqf,t" i., tne-asian.egion an- to report thereon to the General Assernbly at its
thir:ty-seventh sesslon.

2. In 1982' the Governnent of Sri Lanka served as host to the Seninar on

National, Local and Regional Arrangements for the pronotion ancl Protection of Hunan

ii;;;a;-i; iit" l"iun Reqion, which was well artencle<l bv nernrrers of the Asia and

pacific region. The report of the seninar was transnitted to the Secretary-GeneraL

tilzlTazzl] r'h" c.r,"rul ,assenhly adopted resolution 3-l/I7l of t7 Decenber 1982 in

whicb it took note of the report and reouested that it be referred to the

comnission on Hunan Riqhts with corrnents fron Asian and Facific states'

3. The Governnent of Sri Lanka is of the view that the sionificance of education

in human riqhts and the need to cl:eate awareness of human rights issues arnonq a1l

peopte rnust be emphasized. In itself. particularly in the long run' it r^'orrld make

a., 
-enouting contribution to the promotion of hurnan rights' Enjoynent of hunan

rightscanbeassuredbytheeducationofcitizensintheequalityanddiqnityof
all hunan beings. The proper education of children an'] the inculcation of a

respect for human rights thus becones vital' Younq ninds must he developed free

iroln prejuaice unsullied by distinctions of caste' cr:eecl' race and colour' a

condition particularly imierative in tnultiracial and n'uiltireligious societies'

4. In sri Lanka. national organizations. such as the Sri Lanka Foundation

Institute and the Hurnan Rights centre of sri Lanka' have played a major part in

pronoting the teaching of human rjghts as a suhject in tbe school curricula' It
has also pronoted aduft education in human riqht-s and has disseminated naterial
designed to encourage and sustain an interest in hun'rn rights' Those organizations

have afso arranged seminars and discussions and ha\/e promoted such widely accepted

and successfuf proqran'unes as posi:er cor'.'petiti{)ns amonq schoolchildren on the thene
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of hunan rights. The Human Rights comnittee at Geneva recoqnized the value of such
prograrunes as the poster conpetition because of its graphic appear to peopfe of aJl
aqes. The Hunan Fiqhts Centre of Sri Lanka has translated into 1ocal lanquaqes the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other inportant documents on human
rights. rt has afso used t.he rnass rnedia to poFularize a concern for hunan rr'ohts
anonll al.1 sectors of the population.

5. such national otqanizat.ions have also nade arrangenent for serninars in which
participation from the ESCAP regj.on has been invited, thus encouraging inpartantregional initiatives in the pronotion of hunan rrqhts.

6. sinrilar national organizatlons exist in other parts of the Asi.a and pacific
recJion and they need suppor:t fron various orqanizations in the lrnited Natrons
system, particularly from reqional institutions, which will best be able to assess
accuraLe.lv the special needs relevant to each reqion havino consideration for itsparticular cha rac ter i s t ic s.

7. ft is essential that the experiences of one reqion be stu{iied by other
reqions. consideration of the various nodafities alreadv successfully adopted byother regions of the wor1d. such as. for exanple, Africa, and a study of those
aspects best adaptable to the special needs of the Asia and Pacific reoion \roufd hc
helpful.

B' sri Lanka suggested the establishrnent both of a body or institution desidned
to promote respect for human riqhts in the Asia and pacific reqion as wefl as aregional organization for protective functions. A suqgestion was also made for an
Asian charter on hunan rights, keeping in mind the special requirements of theregion. Those proposals were discussed at the seninar, which was of the oplnlon
that it was perhaps prenature at this staqe to consider the establishment ofprotect ion-ori ented nachinery. but recorunencled a regional arranqement for thepronrotion of hunan rights.

9. As a first step, it is suqgested that depository centres for United Nations
docurnents and other rnaterial relating to hunan riqhts be set up on a reqionalbasis. This wourd assist great.lv in providino docur,rentation and other suppor:t for
educational prograrnmes in the field of hunan r:ights and thus encouraqe v/ithin thereqion the wider dissemination at afr levels of infornation on huran riqhts.

10. In the view of the covernrnent of Sri Lanka, hhe llnited l.rations s]'stem should
also hold periodic wor k shops/seninars of government representatives as welr as
recognized experts designated by states of the reqion. The experts seminar hel.c in
June 1983 at Geneva provided a rich excbanoe of views and the Footinq of
experiences by experts on hunan riqhts fron different parts of Lhe world. 'r'hatinter-reaction of ideas has been most useful. sinil,ar seninars with a particul.ar
reqional enphasis would enable experts of qovernnent representati\.e,c frorn aparticular reqion to share their experiences and dj-scuss different rno.-la.lr'ties trje.i
by their respective Governnents when faced with cornr']on prohlens.
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It. sri tanka \"/ill be ready to consider supporting any proposal which pronotes
United Nations initiatives towards the establishnent of a reqional arrangenent for
the promotion of hunan riqhts. including. if so reouiredr tbe provision of host
facil-ities in order to help inplernent the ideas and proposals indicated in the
present note.

Notes

l
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e/ See official Records of the ncononic and Sociaf Council
session, supplement No. 4 (E/44'75), chap. xvlIf.
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