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CHAPTER I

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The Committee on Conferences established by the General Assembly under its
resolution 3351 (XXIX) of 18 December 19Th 1/ held 25 meetings between 13 January
and 28 September 1977, including T meetings between 13 January and 27 May,

12 meetings during its substantive session between 20 June and 22 July, and

6 meetings during its resumed substantive session, held between 6 and 28 September.

2. Following the resignation of Mr. Christopher R. Thomas (Trinidad and Tobago)
from the office of Chairman at the Thth meeting, the Committee elected :
Mr. Michael Okeyo (Kenya) to that office by acclamation. Mr. Philip K. Hehn
(Canada) continued to serve as First Vice-Chairman and Mr. A. Razzaque Khan
(Bangladesh) as Rapporteur.

3. In order to permit representation of various geographical regions on the Bureau
of the Committee, Mr. Ahmed Aboul Gheit (Egypt) relinquished the post of Second
Vice-Chairman. At its 81st meeting the Committee elected Mr. Bernal Vargas Saborio
(Costa Rica) to that post by acclamation.

L, At its first meeting in 1977, the Committee agreed on the following programme
of work proposed by the Chairman:

(a) Calendar of conferences, including arrangements for intersessional
departures from the approved calendar for 1977, and the calendar for 1978 and 1979;

(b) Utilization and apportionment of conference services, including the
optimum apportionment of conference services, the utilization of conference servicing
resources, consideration of a quota system for the allocation of conference
services, future requirements of conference services, and co-ordination between the
United Nations and the specialized agencies; '

(c) TFormulation of further guidelines for the establishment of the calendar of
conferences of the United Wations;

(d) Monitoring of the application of the criteria for records of bodies and
ergans of the United Nationms.

5. The Committee held meetings as required to deal with requests for departures
from the approved calendar. At its substantive session at which it considered
arrangments for intersessional departures from the approved calendar for 1977, the

1/ The membership of the Committee is as follows: Algeria, Austria,
Bangladesh, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Egypt, France, India, Kenya,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Romania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America and Yugoslavia.
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utilization of conference servicing resources, and the monitoring of the applicatien
of the criteria for records of bodies and organs of the United Nations. It held
another series of meetings at which it considered the draft calendar for 1978-1979
and the future of the Committee. The agenda of the substantive session is given in
annex X,

6. It adopted its draft report to the General Assembly at its 98th meeting on
28 September 1977.



CHAPTER II

CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES

A. Intersessional departures from the calendar for 1977

7. 1In its resolution 31/140 of 17 December 1976 the General Assembly approved the
draft calendar of conferences and meetings for 1977 set forth in annex I to the
report of the Committee on Conferences 2/ and took note of the tentative calendar
of conferences and meetings for 1978 set forth in annex II to the report.
Subsequent decisions taken by the General Assembly and other organs that affected
the calendar were reflected in document A/AC.1T72/11 issued on T January 1977.

8. The Committee agreed that the Secretariat should continue to deal with
departures that did not have financial implications or involve matters of policy
or entail significant administrative changes in the calendar of conferences and
should inform the Committee of any action taken; major departures would require a
decision of the Committee. As a basis for its decisions, the Committee requested
the Secretariat to inform it of the available options in terms of time and venue,
the financial and administrative implications, and the results of preliminary
consultations with the bodies affected or involved.

1. Main decisions

9. The Committee took action on a number of requests for intersessional
departures from the approved calendar for 1977. The main decisions are set forth
below. :

United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board - Committee of Actuaries

10. - The Committee of Actuaries could not at the time of its meeting from

T to 10 June 1976 give all the necessary instructions to the Consulting Actuary for
the preparation of the actuarial valuation as of 31 December 1976 pending the
results of the review by the International Civil Service Commigsion of the question
of salaries. It was therefore requested that provision be made for an emergency
session of the Committee of Actuaries in addition to the scheduled session in
May/June 1977, determined by the General Assembly in its resolution 248 (III). The
period.1l to 18 February 1977 was foreseen for the purpose.

11. The Committee on Conferences took note of the request on the understanding
that, on the basis of the existing schedule, the direct meeting services could be
provided from current resources. :

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Se551on,
Supplement No. 32 (A/31/32). ‘
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Intergovernmental Workinc Group on the Code of Conduct for Transnational
Corporations

12. At its orgesnizational session for 1977 the Lconomic and Social Council
approved a shift in the dates of the second session of the Intergovernmental
Working Group on the Code of Conduct for Transnational Corporations from

21 February-l March 1977 to 18-22 April 1977. The change had been proposed in
order to allow the members of the Working Group more time to prepare the views of
Governments on an annotated outline of a code of conduct that had been presented
at its first session.

13. The Committee on Conferences accepted the proposed chenge in the dates for

the second session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Code of Conduct for
Transnational Corporations from 21 February-l March to 18-22 April 1977 at
Headquarters, on condition that no additional appropriations would be required.

Preparatory Sub-Committee for the Uorld Conference to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination

14, The Preparatory Sub-Committee for the World Conference to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination, established by the Economic and Social Council under its
resolution 1990 (LX) of 11 May 1976, was to have held its first session - for a
duration of two weeks - during the period of the thirty-first session of the
General Assembly. That proved however to be unfeasible as the membership had not
yet been established. After consultations with the Secretariat, the Council
authorized the Sub-Committee to hold its first session in New York from

14 to 25 March 1977.

15. The Committee on Conferences approved the change, on condition that nc
additicnal appropriations would be required.

Committee for Programme and Co-ordination

16. The Committee for Programme and Co-ordination was scheduled to hold its
seventeenth session at Headquarters from 9 May to 3 June 1977. As it was foreseen
that the documentation for the meeting would not be ready in time, it was requested
that the session be postponed to the period 23 May to 17 June 197T.

17. In response to a request of the Committee on Conferences, a representative of
the Budget Division explained in detail the procedure followed in the preparation
of the budget documents. In view of the time required for completion of each stage
of the work, it was unrealistic, it was said, to schedule the session of CPC before
the last week of lay, and even then it would be impossible to have the documents
for CPC distributed more than three weeks in advance of the session.

18. The Committee on Conferences was informed that, in view of the deadlines for
the submission of the report of CPC to the Economic and Social Council, which in
turn depended on the deadline for the submission of the report of the Economic and
Social Council to the General Assembly, it was impossible to postpone the session
of CPC beyond 23 May.

19. The representative of the Department of Conference Services assured the
Cormmittee on Conferences that, subject to the documentation requirements of such
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bodies as the Security Council, high priority was being given to the translation
and reproduction of the budget documents required for:CPC,

20. In the course of the consideration of the request of CPC for the postponement
of its session, members of the Committee on Conferences expressed dissatisfaction
with the delay in the preparation of documents for the session. It was imperative,
they said, for bodies to receive the basic documents for their sessions well in
advance of the meetings so that they could consult their Governments and their
colleagues on their delegations.

21. They sought to identify the reasons for the delay in the preparation of
documents, inquiring whether there had been insufficient or faulty planning;

failure to set and observe priorities; reluctance or incompetence on the part of
substantive staff; disregard of deadlines at various stages of the work; conflicting
priorities; or on the other hand an unreasonable demasnd upon the substantive and
technical services concerned. Corrective action was urged, however it could be
achieved.

22. 1In view of the fact that the required documentation would not be available in
time, the Committee on Conferences agreed to the proposed postponement of the
session of CPC from the period 9 May-3 June to the period 23 May-17 June 1977, on
condition that no additional appropriations would be required.

Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Fconomic and Social Sectors of the
United Nations

23. On the assumption that the Economic and Social Council would epprove the
postponement of the seventeenth session of the Committee for Programme and
Co=-ordination, the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic and Social
Sectors of the United Mations, which was scheduled to meet at Headquarters from

16 to 20 May 1977, decided, at its fifth session (16 February to 4 March) to hold
its sixth session at Headquarters from 2 to 20 May 197T7.

2k, The Committee on Conferences approved the allocation of the additional two
weeks to the Ad Hoc Committee, on condition that there should be no additional
financial implications. ’

25. As the Ad Hoc Committee was not able to complete its work in the period
scheduled, it decided at its 3Tth meeting, on 20 May 1977, to hold a resumed
session from 6 to 9 September 1977 in New York, with one meeting in the morning and
one in the afternoon.

26. The request of the Ad Hoc Committee for & resumed session did not raise any -
substantial problems in the Committee on Conferences. One representative suggested,
however, that the Committee defer action on the matter since members of the

Group of TT would be holding meetings during the requested week in connexion with
the resumed thirty-first session of the General Assembly. It was subsequently
agreed that a decision be deferred pending further discussion among delegations
during the summer session of the Economic and Social Council, which was weing held
concurrently at Geneva.

27. Subsequently, information was received from the Secretary of the Economic and
Social Council to the effect that in the light of the consultations held at Geneva
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by the Chairman with members of the Ad Hoc Committee, it had been agreed that
further considerastion of the Committee's recommendations to the General Assembly
would be conducted within a smaller group of delegations informally known as the
"Friends of the Chairman". It had also been agreed that the Committee would meet
in formal session exclusively to adopt its report, in good time for its submission
to the Economic and Social Council at its resumed session and to the General
Assembly at its thirty-second session. The Secretariat had been formally asked to
request that the conference facilities assigned to the Committee during the week
of 6 September should be made available to the Friends of the Chairmen, which would
meet whenever its meetings did not interfere with the preparations for the resumed
session of the General Assembly, and that facilities should also be provided during
the remainder of September as and when further consultations were required. The
sixth session of the Committee would be resumed as soon as thcse consultations

were completed, at a date to be decided upon in the light of the schedule of
meetings of the thirty-second session of the Assembly.

28. Given those circumstances, the Committee acceded to the request for the
convening of the resumed session of the Ad Hoc Committee from 6 to 9 September at
Headquarters.

Special Cormittee on Peace-keeping Operations and its Working Group

29. The Cormittee on Conferences was told that the Special Committee on
Peace-keeping Operations and its Working Group had considered their work programmes
and had agreed on the following dates for the Working Group: first session,

18-22 April 1977; second session, 2-6 Msy 1977.

30. The Committee on Conferences agreed to the dates proposed.

Ad Hoce Intergovernﬁental’Working:Group on the Problem of Corrupt Practices

31. At its third session the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Working Group on the Problem
of Corrupt Practices recormended to the Economic and Social Council that it convene
a resumed session of the Working Group at Geneva from 27 June to 1 July 1977, since
the Working Group had not yet been able to accomplish the task entrusted to it by
the Council in its resolution 2041 (LXI).

32, While expre551ng concern léStbaddltlonal appropriations might be necessary to
meet the additional cost of &11,900 foreseen for the resumed sess1on, the Commlttee
on Conferences agreed to the change.

Committee on Contributions ‘ ‘ - -

33. In its resolutlon 31/95 the General Assembly 1nstructed the Commlttee on’
Contributions to conduct in-depth studies with regard to the scale of assessments.A
It had previously been arranged that the ‘Committee should hold its annual session
from 4 to 15 April 1977T. VWith the new task ass1gned to it, that two-week perlod
did not appear to be sufflclent.

34, The Comnmittee on Conferences decided that its Chairman should inform the *
Chairmen of the Committee on Contributlons that it was in favour of granting the
request for the extension of the session of the Commlttee on Contributions by at
least one week, but that it wished the Chairman of the Committee on Contributions
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to confirm that the members of that Committee would he able to attend. The
Chairman subsequently confirmed that fact.

35. The Committee on Contributions held its session from 4 to 30 April 1977. As it
was uneble to complete its work, it requested a resumption of the session for the
purpose of considering its draft report and, possibly, of engeging in further
substantive discussion. It proposed that the session be held at Geneva from

8 to 19 August 197T7. In view of the fact that some members of the Committee on
Contributions would be at Geneva for the summer session of the Economic and Social
Council and some at Vienna for the session of the International Civil Service
Commission, a preference was expressed for the Geneva venue.

36. Further discussion of the financial and administrative implicetions of holding
a resumed session of the Committee at Geneva and of the reasons for the request
indicated that some members of the Committee on Conferences believed that, as it
would be more costly to hold the session at Geneva, the session should be held in
New York, while other members inclined to the view that, even if it would be more
costly to hold the session at Geneva, there were other factors, including the
commitments already made by members of the Committee on Contributions, that mede it
preferable to approve the request that the session be held at Geneva, with the
provision that the meeting costs should be curtailed as much as possible through the
shortening of the duration of the session, the reduction of the documentation, and
the avoidance, where possible, of the transportation of staff from New York to
Geneva. The second view seemed to be that of the majority.

37. After a detailed discussion, the Committee decided to request its Chairman to
consult the Chairman of the Cormittee on Contributions. Accordingly, the Chairmen
of the Committee on Conferences informed the Chairman of the Committee on
Contributions, by telegram, that the Committee on Conferences wes aware of the need
for an additional session of the Committee on Contributions and hed no difficulty
with the dates proposed but that, in view of the anticipated costs of some $95,000
for the two-week session, it had expressed the desire that every effort be made by
the Secretariat to keep the costs to a minimum and by the Committee on
Contributions to shorten the session.

38. He stated also that when the Committee on Contributions had taken its decision,
it had not perhaps been aware that it could meet in New York at the same time at
some $10,000 less then at Geneva. Before giving final approval to the request to
hold the session at Geneva, the Committee on Conferences wished to inaquire whether
a change of venue to New York was feasible at that time.

39. The Committee on Conferences decided that, if the Chairman of the Committee on
Contributions said that a change in the proposed venue would not be possidle, it
would agree to the holding of the resumed session at Geneva, provided that steps
would be teken to shorten the meeting from the proposed two weeks to one week, or
slightly more if necessary, and to reduce the costs of holding the session.

40. The Chairman of the Committee on Contributions explained theat the decision
taken by the Committee on Contributions to hold its resumed session at Geneva had
been based@ on the convenience of the majority of its members as well as on the fact
that New York was not available. As it would be most difficult to get reactions
from the 18 members to the proposed change to New York, he thought it best to hold
the session at Geneva as planned, but to curtail the session.



h1. Some representatives expressed reservations about the proposal of the
Committee on Contributions.

k2, Nevertheless, the Committee on Conferences decided that the Committee on
Contributions could meet at Geneva from 8 to 19 August 1977. '

43. One representative subsequently stated for the record that his Government
dissented from the decision because of the fact that the cost of holding the meeting
in New York would be lower than that of holding it at Geneva.

4h. Another said that when the decision was taken in the Committee, he had gone
along with it pending consultations. Following the consultations, he could not
support the decision.

Ad Hoc Cormittee on the World Disarmament Conference

45, The AQ Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference was scheduled to meet
at Headquarters from 4 to 8 April 1977. Members of the Committee felt however that
it should consider recent developments in the disarmament field, with particular
raference to the results achieved by the Preparatory Committee for the Special
Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament. Accordingly, although

10 meetings had been allotted to it, the Committee limited itself to an
organizational meeting on 4 April 1977, and decided that it would use the remaining
nine meetings during the week of 12 to 16 September 1977.

46. The Committee approved that decision on condition that no additional
appropriations would be required.

Ad Hoe Working Group to Inquire into the Situation of Human Rights in Chile

47. The Ad Hoc Working Group to Inquire into the Situation of Human Rights in Chile
met from 16 to 20 May 1977 at Geneva, mainly for the purpose of establishing its
programme of work. It decided to meet in New York from 18 to 22 July 1977 in order
to carry out its mandate under General Assemblv resolution 31/124. The meeting had
been scheduled as part of the Working Group's programme for the current year as
described in the statement of financial implications submitted to the Commission on
Human Rights at its thirty-third session before the adoption of the relevant
resolution. §j The Cormittee on Conferences agreed on that understanding.

United Nations Conference on the Establishment of the Un1ted Netions Industrial
Development Organizetion as a Specialized Agency

48. By its resolution 31/161, the General Assembly extended the mandate of the
Intergovernmental Committee of the Whole to Drew up a Constitution for the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization as a Specialized Agency and requested
the Secretary-General, in paragraph 4 of the resolution, to make the arrangements
necessary for convening a conference of plenlpotentlarles during the second half of
1977 at Headquarters.

§j See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Sixty-second
Session, Supplement No. 6 (E/5927), annex III, resolution 9 (XXXIII), para. 8 (b);
and Cconomic and Social Council deecision 233 (LXII) of 13 May 1977.
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49, The Industrial Development Board at its eleventh session urged the Secretary-
General, bearing in mind paragraph I of the said resolution, to make arrangements
for the recumption of the drafting of a constitution for UNIDO as a specialized
agency within the framework of a plenipotentiary conference to be convened as soon
as possible during the second half of 197T. b4/

50. After consultation between the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Committee and
the Secretary-General, it was agreed that the Conference of Plenipotentiaries should
be convened at Headquarters from 29 August to 12 September 1977.

51. The total calculated cost of servicing the conference was estimated at
$246,000; the actual additional cost would depend on the contribution to its
servicing that could be made from regular staff resources.

52. Committee members were informed by the Acting Director of the General Legal
Division, however, that invitations to Governments had been sent out prior to the
meeting of the Committee on Conferences in order to give Governments at least a
minimum time for preparation. Several members of the Committee criticized this
action as prejudging the Committee's approval.

53. Uhen the debate was resumed at a later meeting, certain delegations noted that,
while the matter was still under consideration by the Committee on Conferences, a
provisional agenda for the Conference had been circulated. In their opinion, that
action, together with the premature invitation to the Conference, went beyond the
authority of the Secretariat and contravened resolution 3351 (XXIX), section II,
paragraph 3 (c). One delegation stated that the action was an affront to the
dignity of the Committee. '

54, The Secretariat indicated that it had not been intended that the agenda should
be distributed until vhe Committee had acted; a mistake had occurred. In respect
of the invitation, the Secretariat had been faced with & timing problem since
Governments required as much notice as possible when conferences of
plenipotentiaries were convened. Given the General Assembly's decision

(resolution 31/161) that the conference should be convened during the second half
of 1977, it had worked on the assumption that the political determination to
convene the Conference at the proposed date had been taken in Vienna, where the
regional groups had been consulted and had agreed on that course. If that proved
not to be so, the invitation could be withdrawn.

55. The Committee on Conferences decided that the appropriate authorities should
be informed of its criticism of the actions taken by the Secretariat prior to its
having acted on the question. The representative of the Secretary-General said
that the views that had been expressed would be brought to the attention of the
Secretary-General.

56. After ‘a lengthy discussion of the subject, the Committee on Conferences agreed
on the following decision, which was taken by consensus:

L4/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-second Session, Supplement
No. 16 (A732/16), para. 18k,




As the Committee does not appear to be in a position to approve the contents of
document A/AC.172/12/Add.9, or to take a decision on it until the matter has
been considered by the Feonomic and Social Council, and consultations have been
held with Governments, the question is deferred. 5/

United Nations Board of Auditors

57T. At its thirty-first session, held in June 1977, the United Nations Board of
Auditors discerned a need to hold a special session prior to the meeting of the
Panel of Dxternal Auditors of the United Nations, the Specialized Agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency scheduled to take place from

12 to 1k October 1977 4t Headquarters. At the special session the Board will have
to consider certain studies that have been carried out on financial management
control. Following action on the financial manegement control review reports, the
Board is to meet with the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions, which has been so informed. The Board proposed that the session be held
from 5 to 11 October 1977 at Headquarters. The Committee approved the holding of
the special session on condition that no additional appropriations would be required.

2. Financial implications of intersessional

departures from the calendar

58. Under its terms of reference, as established in General Assembly resolution
3351 (XXIX), section II, paragraph 3, the Committee on Conferences is "... (c) to
act after appropriate consultation on behalf of the General Assembly in dealing
between sessions with requested departures from the calendar of conferences; (d) to
recommend to the General Assembly means to ensure the optimum spportionment of
conference resources, facilities and services, in order to maximize their efficient
and effective use”. In implementing its mandate under paragreph 3 (c), the
Conmittee has naturally taken the view that the principle of maximization of
efficient and effective use of conference servicing resources referred to in
paragraph 3 (d) should apply to the decisions on requests for departvres and has
asked the Secretariat to supply it with the necessary relevant information.

59. The first element in the information provided by the Secretariat is the
estimated cost of a change in, or addition to, the calendar, similar to the
statement of financial implications.

60. At the Committee's request, the Secretariat explained the nature of the
elements that entered into the financial implications. It stated that the major,
and most frequently occurring, elements were staff costs for the following
categories of staff: interpreters, translators, revisers, précis-writers,
conference typists, documents officers and conference officers (at Headquarters) or
meetlng room attendants (at Geneva); for the United Nations Office at Geneva, they
included also sound technicians, guards, messengers and cleaners. Other elements
were the presumed cost of internal reproduction and, when required, of external
printing. The estimated expenditure consequent on a change in the calendar would
be less than the estimated cost to the extent that conference services could be
rendered by permanent staff. Any additional expenditure reported to the Committee

j/ For subsequent action, see paragraph T9 of the present report.
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was based on a forecast by the Secretariat of the net.requirement for short-term
staff to be recruited against the temporary assistance accouut.

61. The Cormmittee had asked to be informed to what extent those additional
expenditures might result in the requirement of additional appropriations. As both
the Department of Conference Services of the United Nations Secretariat at
Headquarters and Conference Services, Geneva, received global allotments for
temporary assistance based on an assumed level of conference activity, some of the
additional expenditure could be met from existing appropriations. However, as the
disbursements from the temporary assistance account were influenced by factors
extraneous to the level of conference activity (for example, air fares and
subsistence rates), as well as by such factors as the timely foreknowledge of
cancellations, an accurate estimate of anticipated requirements for additional
appropriations was not always easy to achieve.

62. The Secretariat provided the Committee with a table showing the estimated cost
of conference services, the estimated additional costs and the estimated additional
appropriations that would be required in relation to the intersessional departures
approved by the Committee up to 28 September 1977. According to that table, which
is reproduced in annex VI to the present report, the estimated cost of conference
services totalled $438,350, of which $266,650 represented additional expenditures.
Of the additional expenditures, for conference services, none would require
additional appropriations.

63. The magnitude of the additional costs was a matter of serious concern to the
Committee. Accordingly, the Committee recommends that the General Assembly should:

(a) Call upon all bodies to keep to a minimum the intersessional departures
from the approved calendar of conferences;

(b) Affirm that, if and vhen intersessional departures are granted, the
servicing should be financed from the approved appropriations for conference
services;

(c) Urge all bodies to conclude their work within the time allotted to them.

B. Calendar of conferences for 19781979

6k, At its substantive session, the Committee on Conferences discussed the calendar
of conferences for 1978-1979 on the basis of a draft biennial programme submitted

by the Secretariat which, in keeping with the request made by the General Assembly
in its resolution 3491 (XXX), corresponded with the period cf the biennial budget.
The Cormittee had before it also two diagrams showing the interpretation requirements
and servicing capacity in New York for 1978 and 1979 and two diagrems showing the
utilization of conference rooms in New York for 1978 and 1979. Diagrﬁms in respect
of interpretation capacity at Geneva for 1978 and 19T were subiitted to the
Committee on Conferences later. (See annexes I, II, IITI, IV end V.)

65. The calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations as submitted to
the Committee showed meetings of organs of the United Nations, their subsidiary
bodies and expert groups. Conferences and meetinss of principal organs of the
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency were also listed for
information, with their dates and venue.
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60. 1In response to a suggestion by some members of the Committee that pertinent
information concerning all meetings of other bodies in the United Nations system
would be a useful addition to the calendar, the Secretariat reminded the Committee
that the earlier Committee on Conferences at its first session had been provided
with a system-wide calendar of conferences consisting of some 300 papes. The
menbers had felt at that time that it was too voluminous, and sincc the Committee
did not have jurisdiction over the scheduling of meetings of the specialized
agencies and TAFA, it was decided to include in the calendar only those meetings
over vhich the Committee had jurisdiction and, for information, those of the
principal organs of the specialized agencies.

67. The Secretariat informed the Committee that it would, of course, be prepared
to make available in some appropriate form additional information that it had on
"non-United Nations" meetings other than those already reflected in the monthly
wall charts, but that it would need direction as to the level of detail to which
such information would be useful. In that context, it was pointed out that the
mechanical requirements for collecting, compiling and distributing the information
would increase in relation to the degree of detail required and that the Secretariat
could not at that point sa.y that it could perform the service within the exlsth‘
staff resources.

68. The Cormittee's attention was drawn to the fact that in 1978-1979 there would
be a pumber of special international conferences held away from Headquarters (see
annex IA). The Secretariat was seriously concerned with the proper servicing of
such conferences. In order to avoid the overlapping of responsibilities and
activities between the various departments involved, it had been decided to
elaborate internal instructions for the planning, preparation and servicing of
special conferences. The instructions had been submitted to the Secretary-General
for approval. It was the hope of the Secretariat that those guidelines would lead
in practice to improvements in the servicing of special conferences and to better
use of the ﬁnanc:.al appropriations.

£9. One member was disturbed at the large number of special conferences included
in the calendar and at the fact that many were to be held away from Headquarters.
Thile he commended the Secretary-General's action in preparing guidelines for the
servicing of such conferences, he felt that the main concern of the Committee on
Conferences was to prevent their proliferation. Other members thought on the
contrary that it was particularly desirable to hold special conferencés away from
Headquarters for the sake of increasing public awareness of United Nations
activities.

70. Referring to the guidelines for reducing the number of cancellations which the
Cormittee had approved at its substantive session (see chap. III A), one
representative reminded the Cormittee of the desirability of avoiding the
scheduling at the same time of the meetings of bodies with overlapping membership.

71. The Committee on Conferences continued its discussion of the calendar at its
resumedl substantive session. It was aware that the implementation of the calendar
of conferences for 1978 and 1979 would be affected to a great extent by the
reconstruction of the General Assembly hall and large conference rooms approved by
the General Assembly in its resolution 31/195. The convening of the Special Session
of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament from 23 May to 28 June 1978 would
necessitate the rescheduling of some meetings to be held during that period, as
suggested by its Preparatory Committee.
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T2. In the light of the prosramme of nitersiions scheduled (o Loke place at the
Headquarters building iv Mews York in 1970 and 1979, as approved by the General
Assembly in its resolution 31/195, the Preparatory Committee recommended that the
General Assembly at its thirty-second session take a decision by 15 October 1977 to
reverse the phases of the construction work at Headquarters and thereby make the
General Assembly hall available for the special session in 1978. A preliminary
estimate by the Secretariat indicated that the cost of the proposed change in the
construction schedule would not be substantial. However, if additional seats beyond
the current capacity of 150 in the General Assembly hall were required in 1978 for
delegations of newly admitted Member States, the cost of seating each of those
delegations might approximate $50,000. The Committee on Conferences concurred in
the suggestion of the Preparatory Committee.

3. In view of the dates recommended for the special session of the General
Assembly, the Committee on Conferences agreed that the Executive Board of UNICEF
should meet from 8 to 19 May instead of from 15 to 26 May; UNCITRAL from 29 May to
16 June instead of from 5 to 23 June; and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space from 19 to 30 June instead of from 12 to 23 June.

Th. The Committee on Conferences was informed that meetings of some United Nations
bodies that met as required, normally in large conference rooms, would have to take
place in smaller rooms. That would be the case for the Trusteeship Council, the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Coclonial Countries and Peoples, the
BSpecial Committee against Apartheid, the United Nations Council for Namibia, the
Committee on Relations with the Host Country and the Committee on Peace-Keeping
Operations. The Committee realized that some inconvenience would be inevitable but
stressed that the conditions should not hamper the work of any body or deny it
facilities necessary for its proper functioning.

75. The Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly
Devoted to Disarmament had agreed to hold two sessions at Headquarters in 1978:
from 2L January to 24 February and from 10 to 21 April,

76. The Committee on Conferences noted that the revised calendar for the next
biennium reflected the decisions taken by the Economic and Social Council at its
sixty-third session with regard to the calendar of conferences as well as the
calendar of conferences of UNCTAD, as adopted by the Trade and Development Board
at its seventeenth session.

T7. The attention of the Committee on Conferences was drawn to the recommendation
made by the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme regarding
the cycle and frequency of its meetings. At its twenty-fourth session the Governing
Council had decided to hold, on an experimental basis begimning in 1978, only a
three-day meeting in January and a four-week session in June. The Economic and
Social Council, by its decision 281 (LXIII), had taken note with satisfaction of
that recommendation.

78, The Governing Council had recommended further that the venue of the four-week
session in 1978 should be Geneva or, if possible, New York. The Department of
Conference Services had advised the secretariat of the Governing Council that the
conference rooms available at that time would not be adequate to meet the

| requirements for a meeting in Wew York.
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79. The Econcmic and Social Council, by its resolution 2113 (LXIII), had decided
further to recommend to the General Assembly that the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization as a Specialized Agency, tentatively scheduled to meet at Headquarters
from 29 August to 12 September 19TT, be held at appropriate dates in the early part
of 1978. It was expected that the Conference of Plenipotentiaries would require at
least three weeks for negotiating and drafting the text of the proposed constitution
and at least tvo simultaneous meetings. If the General Assembly accepted the
recommendation of the Council, it would have to take account of the already heavy
schedule of meetings planned for New York during 1978 6/ and the extensive
restructuring of meeting:rooms at Headquarters that would commence in

January 1978. 7/ In that connexion, the General Assembly might also wish to
consider the transfer of some meetings to other locations or to authorize the
Committee on Conferences, after appropriate consultations, to reschedule those
meetings to ensure that the convening of other bodies should not interfere with the
Plenipvotentiary Conference. That might affect the meetings of the International
Civil Service Commission and the Legsl Sub-Committee of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. However, it should be borne in mind that the change
might have financial implications.

80. The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Technical
Co-operation among Developing Countries at its second session decided to hold its
third session from 15 to 19 May 1978 at Headquarters. It further recommended to
the General Assembly that the Conference be postponed to the period
August-September 1978.

8l. The Committee on Conferences was informed that the Federal Republic of Germany
had extended an invitation to host the United Nations Conference of
Pleniplotentiaries on the Carriage of Goods by Sea at Hamburg from

6 to 31 March 1978. On 16 June the Secretary-General had accepted the invitation
upon the recommendation of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
taken at its 186th meeting. 8/

82. At the substantive session of the Committee on Conferences, one representative
had voiced a strong objection to the fact that the venue.of the next session of the
Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, which was
to take place from 13 March to T April 1978, was shown as New York in the draft
calendar submitted to the Committee. He had proposed that the indication of the
venue should be changed in the draft calendar from New York to Geneva in accordance
with the wish expressed by the Legal Sub-Committee in its report to the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. He had stated that it had been the long-
standing practice of the Legal Sub-Committee to hold its sessions alternately in
Hew York and Geneva. Another representative had recalled that the decision to have
the Legal Sub-Committee meet at its headquarters, New York, was based partly on the

6/ See annexes I, ITA and IV to the present report.

7/ See the report of the Secretary-General on the expansion of meeting rooms
and improvement of conference servicing and delegate facilities at Uthed Nations
Headquarters (A/C.5/32/4 and Corr.l).

8/ See A/CN.9/SR.186 and Official Records of the General Assembly,
Thlrtv-second Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/32/17).
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fact that the cost was expected to be lower than it would be if it met alternately
at New York and Geneva. If the situation had changed, or if there were other
compelling reasons, the Committee should be so informed. It had also been pointed
out that the question before the Committee on Conferences was whether it should
reverse the decision it had taken in 1975 concerning the venue of the Legal
Sub-Cormittee. The General Assembly had confirmed, in its resolution 31/140, the
general principle that bodies should meet at their established headquarters and had
not included the Legal Sub-Committee in the exceptions that it had apvroved.

83. The Committee considered the question further at its resumed substantive
session.

84. One representative again expressed the view that the draft calendar should
show Geneva as the venue of the 1978 session of the Legal Sub-Committee of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, citing the following three reasons:
(a) the Cormittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had adopted a decision to
that effect; 9/ (b) it was clear from the statement of financial implications
provided with regard to the question that it would cost less to meet at Geneva; and
(e¢) it would in any case be necessary for certain bodies to meet away from
Headquarters, New York, in the early part of 1978 because of the proposed
reconstruction work to be carried out there.

85. Some representatives supported that view.

86. Others however opposed it. One representative said (a) that the decision of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was subject to the decision of the
Committee on Conferences, to which the General Assembly had delegated the authority
to rule on the venue and timing of meetings; (b) that it was not clear that the
cost would be less at Geneva since it was not yet known how much of the cost could
be absorbed; and (c) that as it was not yet known whether the Conference of
Plenipotentiaries to Establish a Constitution for UNIDO would be held at
Headquarters, it was not appropriate for the Committee on Conferences to take a
decision on that assumption. In any case, the Committee on Conferences should not
let a temporary situation alter the established principle that bodies should meet
at their headquarters.

87. Another representative supported those views in general and stated further

that the analysis of costs was based on an assumption which appeared questionable in
this instance. If the assumption proved to be appropiriate, the Committee on
Conferences might have to re-examine the application of the principle that bodies
should meet at their headquarters. He agreed that the Committee on Conferences
should not take any decision merely in the light of the current plan of
reconstruction since the plan might be altered. He also questioned the
appropriateness of certain elements in the cost comparison between the two venues.

88. Atteﬁtion was called to the fact that the decision of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had been adopted unanimously by the 37 members of that
Committee and that 13 of those members were also members of the Committee on

g/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/10032), paras. 57 and 113 (s); and General Assembly
resolution 34OL (XXX).
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Conferences. Some of the 13 members had taken a different position in the
Conmittee on Conferences.

89. As the Committee on Conferences was unable to reach a consensus with regard to
changing the venue of the Legal Sub-Committee, it decided to leave the decision on
the matter to the General Assembly.

90. The Committee on Conferences was told also that the United Nations Scientific
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, whose established headquarters had,
since 1974, been Vienna, had expressed a wish to hold its 1978 session at United
Nations Headquarters, New York, or if that were not possible, its 1979 session,
reverting to its earlier pattern of rotation between its established headquarters
and New York. The Committee recalled that in accordance with its recommendation,
the General Assembly had not included UNSCEAR in the exceptions to the basic
principle that bodies should meet at their established headquarters.

91, The Committee was informed of the financial implications of the arrangements
requested but found that since they were necessarily calculated on hypotheses, 1t
could not take a decision on the basis of that information.

92. The Committee concluded that it would not be feasible to accede to the rééuest
of UNSCEAR that it should meet in New York in 1978 or 1979.
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CHAPTER III

UTILIZATION AND APPORTIONMENT OF CONFERENCE SERVICES

93. The Committee on Conferences recalled that at its substantive session in 1976
it had discussed ways and means of improving the menagement of the meeting schedule
in order to ensure the most economical utilization of existing resources, and that
the General Assembly, in taking note of its report, 10/ had endorsed a number of
recommendations and decisions of the Committee with regard to the allocation of
available resources (General Assembly resolution 31/140).

9k, The Committee was informed that the Secretariat, for its part, had made efforts
to rationalize the meeting schedules of bodies that met “as required™ and had agreed
on weekly allecations for certain bodies, which allowed the Secretariat to use its
meeting servicing capacity more efficiently.

95. The Secretariat reported that one of the major elements in the under-utilization
of conference resources was the cancellation of planned meetings for which
interpretation services had been reserved. During 1976, the lowest weekly
cancellation factor had been 8 per cent and the highest 63 per cent, with an annual
average cf 30 per cent of the schedulecd meetings with interpretation services; the
annual average in 19T4 and 1975 had been 20 per cent. As the Secretariat was
required to provide appropriate services for all meetings scheduled in the calendar
of conferences, it had, from time to time, to recruit free-lance interpreters. When
free-lance staff had been engaged but could not be adequately deployed because of
cancellations, resources were wasted.

96. In the course of the discussion it was explained that the statistics relating
to cancellations included all meetings on the approved calendar that had been
cancelled after the establishment of a monthly calendar. Whenever possible, the
resources had been reassigned to other bodies such as regional groups that had
requested them at short notice.

97. That situation, even after taking account of reassignments, tended to result in
a loss of direct meeting service capacity, notably interpretation. The loss in
respect of permanent staff was partly offset by assigning the interpreters to the
checking of transcripts of interpretations included in verbatim records, but in the
case of free-lance staff it resulted in wasted funds.

98. 1In response to the request of some delegations, the Secretariat suggested the
following reasons for the cancellation of meetings: a lack of speakers; the trend
towards informal negotiations and consultations; the elaboration of draft reports or
of decisions or resolutions; overlapping with other meetings in the same field of
activity (which obliged certain members of a committee to attend other committees);
a delay in the issuance of documents; lack of time to study voluminous

10/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/31/32).
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docunentation:; and early conclusion of work. It was suggested that a comparison of
the experience of the United Nations with that of other bodies in the United Nations
system would be interesting.

99. The Secretariat informed the Committee that there had been 732 cancellations
in 1976. As statistics were available only from September 19Tk, the Secretariat
could not supply long-term studies of cancellations. Moreover, the resources
released through cancellations were sometimes utilized for bodies that met only
wvhen facilities were available.

100. With reference to the permanent capacity, as measured by the avallabillty of
interpreters, the Commlttee recalled that in 1977 it had agreed to a change in the
capacity level at Headquarters to allow for fewer meetings in the first half of
January and the second half of December and for more meetings in the first two
weeks of July. 11/ It inquired what the effect of the change had been and was
informed that as the change had been in effect only from the beginning of

January 1977, the period had been too short to permit an assessment of the results.

101. It was noted that the number of meetings scheduled in Geneva was sometimes
below the capacity line during the last part of December and the first part of
January. It was suggested that if there was no good reason for this, the same
arrangement should be applied by the Secretariat at Geneva as had been approved for
New York.

A. Guidelines for reducing the number of cancellations

102. The Committee approved certain suggestions put forward by the Secretariat
which might contribute to a reduction in the number of cancellations. It
emphasized that its intention was to make other United Nations bodies more
resource-conscious.

103. The Committee on Conferences therefore recommends to the General Assembly that
it adopt the following guidelines for reducing the wastage resulting from the
cancellation of meetings:

(1) The substantive secretariat of each body should circulate to the members
before the first meeting of each session a draft agenda and time-~table for the
completion of consideration of the items, taking into account the availability of
documentation. :

(2) The programme for each meeting should include more than one item of the
agenda, so tkat if consideration of an item is interrupted or completed, the
members may pass on to another item.

(3) In order that.delegations may initiate substantive discussion at the
first meeting of the session, after the organization of work, committee secretaries
should consult with delegations before the opening of the session to ascertain
vhether some representatives would be prepared to speak on the first substantive
item at the opening meeting. As is the practice of the General Assembly, a list of

11/ Ibid., para. TT.
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speakers should be compiled several days in advance of the debate on each item, It
would in general be advisable to convene meetings only when there are a sufficient
number of speakers to ensure adequate utilization of available resources.

(4) The secretariat of each body should make sure that documentation is
available to all members sufficiently in advance of the session to permit proper
study of it, and in consultation with the chairman should schedule meetings only
when the documentation has been available for an adequate period.

(5) In the planning of the requirements for a given session, allowance should
be made for at least one day towards the end of the session without meetings so
that draft reports, resolutions and decisions can be prepared without interfering
with the committee's business.

{6) Committee secretaries should identify any possible overlapping in the
membership of their committee with that of certain others, particularly those in
the same field of activity, with a view to reducing the likelihood of conflicting
meeting schedules; the Committee on Conferences, in its own examination of the
proposed calendars, should also pay particular attention to this point.

(T) The secretary of each body should bring to the attention of members, as
appropriate, any resolutions and decisions on the regulation of meetings and _
conferences, including directives on the allocation and utilization of conference
resources.

(8) The secretary of each body should inform the members, at the beginning of
each session, of the conference resources (including the number of meetings and the
‘extent of interpretation services) made available to the body, and should give them
a brief account, at appropriate intervals during the session, of the use they have
been making of those resources.

B. Overprogramming

104, The Secretariat informed the Committee on Conferences that the utilization of
resources could be further improved if the Secretariat were authorized to
“overprogramme” the schedule of meetings by a percentage that would reflect the
actual extent of cancellstions.

'105. The Secretariat faced a dilemma: on the one hand it was required, under the
Charter of the United Nations, to provide services for meetings scheduled by the
General Assembly and could do so only by engaging free-lance staff in periods when
the scheduled meetings were beyond the capacity of the permanent staff; on the
other hand it was aware that a considerable part of the resources was wasted
because meetings were cancelled for reasons that were beyond its control.

106. The Secretariat had suggested that the best means of avoiding wastage of
conference resources was “overprogramming’, that is, planning the calendar of
conferences and meetings on the assumption that a portion of the planned meetings.
would not actually be used and providing services to cover only the assumed level
of conference activity. The idea was not novel; the Secretariat had made such
assumptions on occasion in the past in the interest of economic use of resources.
However, the Secretariat wished to have appropriate authorization before resorting
to ‘overprogramming” in a systematic menner so that wastage of resources could be
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eliminated while services ware ensured for all conference activities approved by
the General Assembly.

107. With reference to the criteria follcwed in cases of overprogramming, it was
explained that when resources were limited, priority was given to bodies whose

members had come from abroad; bodies on which States were represented by members
of their permanent missions had greater scope for flexibility in their schedules.

105. The Office of Legal Affairs, which the Department of Conference Services had
consulted on the matter, was of the opinion that it would be necessary to seek the
approval of the General Assembly to any modifications in the servicing of organs
by the Secretariat before any such modifications were introduced.

109. Some delegations insisted that overprogramming should not be automatic and
that account should be taken in each case of all relevant factors such as the
nature of the subjects under discussion, the length of the session, the size of
the body, the availability of free-lance staff on short notice, and the convenience
of members. For certain bodies the risk wss minimal; for others it was
inadmissible.

110. With reference to overprogramming, it was explained that the Secretariat
could serve 280 meetings per month with its permanent staff and that any
requirements beyond that level had to be met through the recruitment of free-lance
interpreters.

111, It was generally agreed in the Committee that the Secretariat should be
authorized to overprogramme the scheduled meetings. There were however differences
of views concerning the extent to which it should do so. Some delegations
considered that they did not have sufficient data on which to base a decision.
They requested further information concerning the extent of the problem, the
periods in which cancellations occurred, and the bodies responsible. They
requested further information also on the risks involved in overprogramming.

112. It was understood that if the Secretariat was authorized to overprogramme it
would have to exercise its authority in a flexible way; it would overprogramme only
when, on the basis of its experience, it foresaw the possibility of the
cancellation of some meetings. One delegation suggested that the Committee on
Conferences could authorize the Secretariat to overprogramme by not more than

S per cent in 1978, and if the Committee's mandate was prolonged, it could consider
the question further on the basis of experience and of further information. Others
believed that the percentage should be much higher, even 20 to 30 per cent. One
delegation, stressing the need for more savings, suggested that the matter should
be left to the discretion of the Secretariat but limited to a specified percentage
of the available carzcity.

113. In reply to a2 member of the Committee who had asked whether overprogramming
had an effect or the quality of interpretations, the Secretariat stated that
whenever it was necessary to engage interpreters at short notice, the choice was
inevitably more limited, with the result that it was sometimes necessary to accept
interpreters whoc were less experienced or less well qualified. It was suggested
that if the Committee's mandate was renewed, it might give consideration to the
gnestion of the quality of interpretation.

31k, Some members of the Committee on Conferences felt that the Committee should
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strensgthen its role as a monitoring body and should exercise closer control over
the management of the programme of meetings. They sugzested that its terms of
reference should be strengthened in that regard and that the Committee should make
specific proposals for reducing cancellations.

115. After consideration of the various possibilities, the Committee on Conferences
recommends that the General Assembly authorize the Secretary-General to
overprogramme meetings and interpretation services during 1978 at a level which
could ensure maximum utilization of the permanent cadre of interpreters and reduce
the cver-recruitment of temporary staff. It recommends further that the matter
should also be considered in the light of experience.

C. Informal meetings

116. The Committee noted from information supplied to it by the Secretariat that
there was a continuing trend towards the holding of informal meetings, including
unofficial meetings of official bodies such as working groups, and meetings of
unofficial bodies such as regional groups.

117. A table showing the number of informal meetings (regional group meetings)
serviced by Headquarters from 1972 to 1976 was submitted to the Committee for its
information. The table, which is reproduced in annex VIII, indicated that the
number of informal meetings continued to represent about 10 per cent of the total
number of meetings serviced at Headquarters. The number had almost doubled in
1976 after a slight decline in 1975; the increase was however attributed largely to
regional group meetings held during the fourth and fifth sessions of the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.

118. The Committee on Conferences recalled that it had expressed itself on this

subject in its last report to the General Assembly 12/ and that the General
Assembly, in taking note of its report (resolution 31/140) had endorsed its views.

D. Expansion of conference facilities at Headquarters, New York

119. A preliminary copy of a report of the Secretary-General to the General
Assembly on the expansion of conference facilities at Headquarters in 1978 and

1979 13/ was placed before the Committee on Conferences at its substantive session
for such observations as it might wish to present to the General Assembly under
paragraph 3 (e) of its mandate as set forth in General Assembly

resolution 3351 (XXIX), part II. Aware that the financial aspects of the subject
were within the competence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions, it limited its consideration of the matter to the conference servicing
aspects, conference rooms, and related implications of the reconstruction plans.

120, Some delegations voiced a strong objection to consideration of the question,
claiming that the Committee on Conferences was not the proper forum for discussion

12/ Ibid., paras. 78-82.
13/ Subsequently issued as document A/C.5/32/4 and Corr.l.
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of the matter. One delegation argued that it was appropriate since the Committee
was required under its mandate to advise the General Assembly on the current and
future requirements of the Organization for conference services and facilities,

The Committee addressed itself mainly to an evaluation of the benefits for the
conference programme that would be derived from the reconstruction and the problems
that might arise while the reconstruction was under way, with regard in particular
1o the scheduling of meetings.

121, A representative of the Office of General Services reviewed the reasons for the
reconstruction and called attention to the plans set forth in the report of the
Secretary-General on the subject.

122, In reply to juestions raised by a member of the Committee on Conferences, he
stated that the extension of the north lawn was necessary because of the inadequacy
of the space currently used for sound recording equipment, for which there was an
increasing demand, and for the reproduction and distribution areas, which did not
meet the health and safety standards. He explained that the extension would
provide more space for reproduction machinery and permit the use of more efficient
machinery. The higher ceilings would increase the storage space in the
distridbution ares and eliminate the present unsafe use of corridors for storage
purposes. The space released by the reproduction and distribution services would
be usad for parking, for which it had originally been intended.

123. The extension of the north end of the Conference Building would meet the
priority need for office space for conference servicing activities, including a
lounge for interpreters and space for verbatim reporters, who were now partly
accomodated in tempcorary quarters in hallways.

124, In answer to other questions, the Secretary of the Committee stated that the
yroposed new conference room was urgently needed because eight bodies with full
membership were currently competing during sessions of the General Assembly for the
use of the six large conference rooms now existing. As they could not all meet
concurrentiy., valuable time was wasted. '

125. Some members of the Committee, while sympathetic to the proposals for
expansion, reserved their position pending study of other aspects of the question
in the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions. .

126. Ore member found the explanation concerning the extension of the north end of
the Conference Building inadequale and said he required a more detailed explanation.
He reguested quantitative information concerning the overtime costs involved in the
use of meeting rooms at night. ' L

127. It was zgreed that the views expressed in the Committee should be brought to
the zttention of the General Assembly in the Committee's report.

E. Documentation.

128. ¥hen drzwing up the agenda for its substantive session in June 1977, the
Committee zgreed that attention should be given to a searching inquiry into the
efficiency of the production of documents for meetings (see also chap. II,
perzs. 16-22). It was, however, recognized that a serious study of the question

-2



would require time and that the Committee could do little more than recommend an
investigation into such matters as the causes of bottle-necks, means for their
removal, the ability of the Secretariat to cope with demands with its present
resources, and the scheduling of documentation.

129, It was suggested in the Committee that the date of distribution should appear
on United Nations documents instead of, or in addition to, the date of
registration, that is, the date of submission for reproduction or translation. The
date of distribution would be useful as a management tool. It would enable
delegations and the Secretariat to determine whether documents had been made
available by the required deadlines.

130. The Committee adopted the following recommendation concerning the planning and
timely issuance of documentation:

“The secretariat of each body should bring to its attention during a
session the dates on which basic documents for the next session will be
issued. A document should bear the date on which it is distributed in
addition to the date of registration as at present."

The representative of the Secretary-General said that the last provision involved

some practical difficulties; the Secretariat would, however, endeavour to apply it
to all pre-session documents.

F. Rules of procedure for pledging conferences

131. The Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat brought to the
Committee on Conferences a proposal for the establishment of a uniform set of rules
of procedure for pledging conferences.

132. The Committee considered the proposal but in view of the lack of specific

information and for lack of time to pursue the question further, it did not take
any decision on it.
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CHAPTER IV

MONITORING OF THE APPLICATION OF THE CRITERIA
FOR THE PROVISION OF MEETINGS RECORDS

133. By its resolution 3415 (XXX), the General Assembly adopted on en experimental
basis for the 19T76-197TT biennium new criteria for the provision of meeting records
and requested the Committee on Conferences to monitor the application of the
criteria and to assess the optimum requirements of United Nations bodies for such
records.

134. The Committee discussed the question at its substantive session in 1976 on the
basis of a detailed working paper prepared by the Secretariat, which it annexed to
its report to the General Assembly, 1h/ together with its own recommendations, .
vh;;ﬁ were in effect endorsed by the General Assembly in section II of resolut1on
31/140. .

135. The Committee had before it at its substantive session a working paper
designed to provide it with up-to-date information concerning the application

of the criteria. As the initial application of the criteria had been deseribed in
detail in the Committee's earlier report and as the basic situation remained
unchanged, the working paper concentrated on the main points.

136. The Secretariat recalled that one of the principal aims of the new criteria
had been to achieve a reduction in the number of subsidiary bodies provided with
meeting records. That aim was sought in practice through consultations at a '
Secretariat level and then through correspondence from the Chairman of the
Committee on Conferences to the chairmen of the bodies concerned. Further
correspondence was sent as a result of the adoption of General Assembly
resolution 31/140. There had been no change in the position reported by the
Committee in 1976, namely that records had been dispensed with for the
sub-committees of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and for the committees of the Trade and Development Board.
On the other hand, the following bodies had been added to the list of those
receiving meeting records as a result of specific prov131on in the relevant
Assembly resolutions:

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People (General Assembly resolution 31/120)

Preparatory Committee for the Special Session of the General Assembly
Devoted to Disarmament (General Assembly resolution 31/189 B)

137. Another aim had been to have subsidiary bodies that were entitled to meeting
records dispense with them for meetings of lesser importance. In a formal sense,

14/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fir,t Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/31/32).
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while subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council had continued to
exercise selectivity, it had been difficult to persuade subsidiary bodies of the
General Assembly, which usually had only one or two substantive items on the
agenda of their meetings and consultations, to do so. On the other hand, the
trend to informal, off-the-record meetings and consultations, which had been
noted with approval by the Committee in an earlier report, 15/ had continued and
even intensified. Bodies which had conducted a large part of their discussions
in such meetings included the Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of the Economic
and Social Sectors of the United Nations System and the Special Committee on the
Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the
Organization. The same procedure was widely used at the sixth session of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.

138, The main practical change introduced as a result of General Assembly
resolution 3415 (XXX) was that for meetings other than the plenary meetings

of the principal organs, meeting records were issued in initial general
distribution subject to subsequent corrigenda rather than in an original
provisional edition and a subsequent final official record. That procedure had
been applied for nearly a year and a half without any practical problems or any
measurable reaction from users.

139. The new one-stage procedure was certainly more economical than the previous .
procedure, since it made it possible for the official records to be edited
without recourse to substantial temporary assistance for the period of the General
Assembly and resulted in appreciable savings in the reproduction of summary
records, particularly when the final text had previously been printed. It would
be recalled that funds for temporary editorial assistance amounting to $300,000
had been deleted from the programme budget for the current biennium as a result
of the decision to apply the new procedures. As regards internal reproduction
and printing, it was estimated that internal resources of a value of some
$300,000 a year had become available for other documentary purposes. Further,
savings of $100,000 a year in external printing expenses should accrue, beginning
gartially in the current biennium. Thus the total resultant savings amounted to
T00,000.

140. The Committee on Conferences had approved some exceptions to the practice of
issuing summary records in one stage, notably for the International Law Commission
and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The Special
Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the
Role of the Organization had decided to annex the records of its recent meetings
to its report to the General Assembly, thus in effect providing for a two-stage
issvance of its records.

141. Summing up, the Committee concluded that the new procedures had worked
reasonably well and without major criticism. The production and validation of
records was on a reasonably current basis; however, there was a backlog of final
verbatim records from previous years and sessions which was being reduced only
gradually in English, French, Russian and Spanish and with greater difficulty in
Arabic and Chinese.

142, Stetistical informetion concerning meeting records prepared in 1976 is given
in annex IX to the present report.

15/ Ibid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 32 (A/10032), paras. 104-109.
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143. Members expressed satisfaction at the successful introduction of the one-stage
system of providing meeting records, which had resulted in savings of the order of
$500,000 per biennium in editing and externsl printing and had freed resources
estimated et $300,000 a year for the internal reproduction of other documentation.
Members expressed regret, however, that the economies in internal reproduction
achieved had not resulted in absolute savings. The representatives of the
Secretariat pointed out that the savings thus effected had enabled the Secretariat
to absorb work for additional conferences and meetings and for other purposes
subject to approval by the General Assembly.

1Lk, Members exvressed interest in the possible introduction of word-processing
and in its effect on meeting records. The representative of the Secretariat

stated that word-processing, if as expected it worked well, would lead to
considerable economies in the meeting records of plenary meetings of the General
Assembly, the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council, which continued
to be issued on a two-stage basis, as well as in other documentation that had to
be reissued. The Committee noted that significant benefits could be expected to
be derived from timely production of appropriate documents by the use of modern-.
word-processing techniques. ?

-

145. The Committee adopted the following conclusions and recommendations concerning
meeting records:

- (1) The Committee notes the successful application of the one-stage system
of meeting records with corrigenda, which made possible the savings described in
paragraph 139 above;

(2) The Committee expresses the hope that this system will be administered
so as to provide continued substantial savings to the Organization;

(3) The Committee urges bodies entitled to meeting records to dispense with
them for particular discussions, whether of an inforaml nature or otherwise, when
they are not absolutely necessary;

(L) The Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the criteria,
which were adopted on an experimental basis for the current biennium, should be
continued and used more widely.
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CHAPTER V

FUTURE OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES

146. Recalling that under General Assembly resolution 3351 (XXIX) of

18 December 1974k it had been established on an experimental basis, subject to
review by the General Assembly at its thirty-second session, the Committee on
Conferences undertook an appraisal of its own performance with a view to
consideration of recommendations for its future, with regard in particular to the
question of its termination or of the extension of its mandate.

147. Speaking &t the request of the Committee, the Under-Secretary-General for
Conference Services called attention to the fact that the United Nations had in the
course of the years changed its modus operandi. Whereas at one time the emphasis
had been on statements and recorded opinions for public consumption, it was now on
informal meetings and negotiations. The changing circumstances naturally brought
with them changes in the machinery required for the conduct of meetings. The need
for flexibility had to be reconciled with the rigid claims of various bodies to
certain rights. The Secretariat considered that an intergovernmental body such as
the Committee on Conferences, whose members represented a geographical balance,
provided a means to guard the interests of all while allowing the machinery to work
smoothly. On the other hand, if the Committee were not in existence, the
Secretariat could as in the past take most decisions with regard to intersessional
departures and other conference servicing matters on the basis of its best
judgement, while recognizing that not all of its decisions could please all Member
States. He noted also that the servicing of the Committee represented additional
work that was not supported by additional staff or financial resources. It was,
of course, a matter for the General Assembly to decide whether it would wish to
extend the mandate of the Committee. As a body representing the various regional
and other groups, the Committee on Conferences served a very useful purpose. It
could, perhaps, assume an even stronger and more influential role among regional
groups and also within delegations. But that too was a matter for Member States.

148. A majority of those who spoke in the debate believed that the Committee on
Conferences was capable of a useful role.

149. Some members recalled that the Committee had been established pursuant to a
study on conference servicing carried out by the Joint Inspection Unit, 16/ and
said that the functions envisaged for. the Committee were still necessary and
useful ones. The experience of the past three years had brought to light the
weaknesses in the Committee's mandate, in particular the lack of provision for
enforcing its decisions. Its decisions with regard to the timing and venue of
meetings, whether in respect of the general pattern of conferences or in respect
of intersessional departures, were often pre-empted or overruled by other bodies
and it had no machinery for enforcing its recommendations for improved use of
conference services., Some expressed regret that the Committee had not, so far,

16/ See "Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the pattern of conferences of
the United Netions and the possibilities for more rational and economic use of its
conference resources" transmitted to the General Assembly by a note by the
Secretary~General (A/9795).
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been as effective as they had hoped it would be, either because of reticence on
the part of members or because the Committee was not empowered to enforce its
decisions.

150. The main arguments advanced in favour of extending the Committee's mandate
were (a) that it was useful and even necessary to have an intergovernmental body
to which conference servicing problems could be referred both by other United
Nations bodies and by the Secretariat and which could provide intergovernmental
supervision of the use of conference services by the Department concerned, which
was responsible for almost 15 per cent of the budget resources; and (b) that with
the change in the nature of United Nations meetings from fora for policy statements
by Governments to arenas for the negotiation of international agreements,
conference servicing was no longer merely a technical matter but a political
instrument that required intergovernmental control.

151. Among the problems identified in the debate was that of conflicting claims of
sovereignty. While the Committee on Conferences had been empowered by the General
Assembly, the supreme organ of the United Nations, to take decisions with regard
to such matters as intersessional departures from the approved calendar, it had
found itself hampered by the decisions taken by other bodies and at times by the
political will of sovereign States. It was agreed that if the Committee on
Conferences was to continue and to function effectively, it would have to have
broader powers and the means to execute its decisions. One representative referred
to' the "benign neglect' of the Committee on Conferences by other United Nations
bodies, which had taken decisions regarding the time and venue of their meetings
without consulting it. If the Committee was to function effectively and A
efficiently, the General Assembly would have to include in its mandate a provision
whereby other bodies would have to consult it before taking any decisions with
regard to matters within its competence. :

152. The Committee was informed that at its sixty-third session the Economic and
Social Council had adopted a decision (279 (LXIII)) to request its subsidiary
bodies, before they submitted proposals for changes in the established pattern of
their sessions to the Council for its consideration, to seek the advice of the
Committee on Conferences, through the Bureau of the Council, which should make
recommendations concerning the timing and co-ordination of the propcsal. The
decision had emerged from a debate in the Policy and Programme Co-ordination
Committee of the Economic and Social Council, in which attention had been called to
the fact that the Council was so floodéd with meetings and documents that it was
unable to give serious attention to most of the matters brought before it, and that
the Secretariat, for its part, was unable to provide the .in-depth studies required
for serious consideration of the various issues. The result was, on the one hand,
poor legislative action and, on the other, poor support services. It was
imperative to reduce the number of meetings of United Nations bodies so that the
Secretariat could provide solid studies and that delegations could give them
serious consideration. The Council's decision was intended to prepare the way for
co-ordinatior and consultation.

153. The Committee was reminded that as it had met only when conference resources
were available, its servicing had not given rise to identifiable expenditures.

Some members thought that if the Committee's mandate was extended, provision
should be made for its meetings on a scheduled basis so that delegations could make
more definite plans for attendance at them.
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154. One delegation pointed out that the question of the continued existence of
the Committee raised the counterpart question of the co-operation of the
Secretariat. The representative of the Secretary-General reminded the Committee,
in that regard, that for the past three years the Secretariat had provided
services, such as the preparation of documentation and translation, out of its own
resources, often through overtime rfor which professional officers were not, of
course compensated. If the Committee's requirements remained at the same level,
the Secretariat was willing to continue to serve the Committee on the same basis;
if however the Committee would require expanded services such as in-depth research,
provision would have to be made in the budget for additional Secretariat human and
other resources. Some representatives thought it was important to quantify the
resources required for the effective operation of the Commlttee and to include them
in the budget.

155. One represencative said he thought the Committee on Conferences had been less
effective than it might have been because its powers were illusory: it was
neither authorized nor competent to decide on certain of the issues that came
before it. Tt had been expected to endorse decisions already taken by other
bodies. He emphasized that the Committee on Conferences was not a technical body
but a political one set up to take decisions in accordance with its mandate. To
be effective it would have to have power to deal effectively with such matters as
the optimum use of 1nterpreters, the quality of their work recru1tment practices
and other elements involved in conference servicing. .

k]

156. As regards the Committee's performance, one representative said that the
Committee had been sble to do little to achieve better usé of conference servicing
resources. It had, however, taken several political decisions of importance,
which indicated its ability to act effectively when circumstances permitted.

15T. It was recognized that the question of increasing the effectiveness of the
Committee involved measures for the implementation of the Committee's decisions,
vhich in turn involved the possibility of imposing sanctions or of using incentives
and disincentives. The Committee would have to identify the loop-holes in the
system and take action to close them.

158. One representative thought the Committee had at times tried to force issues.
If the Committee was to serve a useful purpose, it would have to take into actount:
the views of all members. It must not be a place of confrontation nor should it
seek to impose any solution that did not have the support of the majority.

159. Several delegations stated that, if the majority faﬁbured thé renewal. of the
Committee's mandate, they would not oppese the wish of the majority even though
they considered that the Committee had not been entirely effective.

160. One delegation suggested that if the Committee's mandate was extended, it
should have only one substantive session of one week's duration each year and that
at that session it should consider only one or two urgent 1tems.. It would then
be able to deal with those matters in depth rather than dxss1pat1ng its attention
over a wider range of subjects.

161. Some representatives stated that they were opposed to an extens;on of the
Committee's mandate. . :
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162. In the opinion of one of them, the experimeri initiated by the General
Assembly in its resolution 3351 (XXIX) had not proved successful and the
Committee's record of achievement would not therefore warrant the renewal of its
mandate. It was illogical to suppose that the Committee would be more effective if
it were given more powers. Sovereignty resided in the Member States, and ”
experience had repeatedly shown that when faced with a choice between economical
management and political considerations, the Member States had frequently decided
that political considerations should prevail. That hard fact would not be
altered by a decision to give the Committee on Conferences more powers. When the
erunch came, the Committee would more often than not be overruled, as it had been
in the past.

163. Another represehtative stated that the main function of the Committee when it
was created by the General Assembly under resolution 3351 (XXIX) had been to work
out and recommend. to the General Assembly a series of measures for effective and
economic utilization of the resources allocated for conference serviecing within
the United Nations. The Committee's other terms of reference, in particular the
taking of decisions with regard to intersessional departures from the approved
calendar, were secondary. From the discussions in the Committee an unjustified
impression might be given that that additional function was the most important one.
All of the arguments advanced with regard to the future of the Committee-related to
the fact that it would have to improve and streamline the machinery for
consideration of the question of departures from the calendar. He reminded the
Committee that the Secretariat had formerly dealt with intersessional departures
and could do so again. Cases involving divergent views could be decided on
through informal consultations with representatives of regional groups; they did
not require the forum of official meetings of the Committee. Intersessional
departures did not involve policy decisions on the part of the Committee: such
decisions had already been taken by the bodies that submitted the requests. The
Committee's task in regard to departures was to streamline the administrative and
budgetary arrangements resulting from the changes. -

164. As regards the Cormittee's main function, he expressed the view that the
Committee had played a useful role, in the three years of its existence, in
suggesting measures for more effective utilization of resources but that its
recommendations had been general rather than specific. It had failed to focus

its attention on certain areas that required imcrovement and it had done nothing
with regard to the gquestion of co-ordinating the utilization of resources within
the United Nations system as a whole., It cught to have dealt with.problems that
had implications of principle and that had to be decided at the intergovernmental
level. It had been unable to deal with the question of a quota system or to
suggest an alternative to it, and it had not found time to consider such important
guestions as workload standards and the co-ordination of resources within the
United Nations system. It had carried out its function to the limit of its ability
and had therefore finished its work. As the Committee had already done all it
seemed capable of doing, he saw no serious Justification for continuing its work.
He thought thet the Committee could set a valuable example by dissolving itself
when it no longer served a useful purpose.

165. Introducing a proposal for the establishment, on a continuing basis, of a new
Committee on Conferences having broader terms oi reference than the Committee set
up under resolution 3351 (XXIX), one representative stated that the proposal,
which had been formulated as a draft resolution, had been discussed at length with
cther delegations. Many delegations expressed their support for the draft.
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166. One representative considered that the Committee on Conferences was not
authorized to pronounce itself on the question of its future; it was clearly for
the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly to decide whether or not the Committee
served a useful purpose. This delegation could not therefore associate itself with
the draft resolution. Some other delegations supported that view and stated
emphatically that there could be no consensus in the Committee on the proposal.

167. Although a majority of the members expressed support of the draft resolution,
it was agreed that, as the Committee had traditionally taken decisions by
consensus, it could not submit the draft resolution to the General Assembly as a
text bearing its full support. It was therefore agreed that the views of members
of the Committee should be conveyed to the General Assembly and that the draft
resolution should be annexed to the Committee's report. 17/

17/ For the text of the draft resolution, see annex XI to the present report.
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

188. The recommendations of the Committee on Conferences to the General Assembly
are sumnarised below.

Recommendation 1

Concerned at the magnitude of the additional costs incurred as a result of
intersessional departures from the approved calendar of conferences, the Committee
recomnends that the General Assendbly should:

(a) ©Call upon all bodies to keep to a miniuum the intersessional departures
fron the approved calendar of conferences;

(v) Affirm that, if and when intersessional departures are granted, the
servicing should dbe financed from the approved appropriations for conference
sarvices;

{e¢) Urge all bodies to conclude their work within the time allotted to them
{see para. 63 above).

Recommendation 2

Noting that the number of meetings scheduled at Geneva was sometimes below
the capacity line during the last part of December and the first part of January,
the Committee suggested that if there was no good reason for this, the same
arrangenent should be applied by the Secretariat at Geneva as had been approved for
Tew York (see para. 101 sbove).

Recommendation

The Committee recommends that the General Assembly should adopt the following
guidelines for reducing the wastage resulting from the cancellation of meetings
{see para. 103 above):

{1) The substantive secretariat of each body should circulate to the members
defore the first meeting of each session a draft agenda and time-table for the
completion of consideration of the items, taking into account the availability of
documentation. .

{2) Tbe programe for each meeting should include more than one item of the
agenda, so0 that if consideration of an item is interrupted or completed, the
menibers may pass oo £0 another item.

{3) In order that delegations may initiate substantive discussion at the
Tirst meeting of the session, after the organization of work, committee secretaries
should comsult with delegations before the opening of the session to ascertain
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whecher some representatives would be prepared to speak on the first substantive
item at the opening meeting. As is the practice of the General Assembly, a list of
speakers should be compiled several days in advance of the debate on each item. It
vould in general be advisable to convene meetings only when there are a sufficient
number of speakers to ensure adequate utilization of available resources.

(4) The secretariat of each body should make sure that documentation is
available to all memwbers sufficiently in advance of the session to permit proper
study of it, and in consultation with the chairman should schedule meetings only
vhen the documentation has been available for an adequate period.

(5) In the planning of the requirements for a given session, allowance should
be made for at least one day towards the end of the session without meetings so
that draft reports, resolutions and decisions can be prepared without interfering
with the committee's business.

(6) Committee secretaries should identify any possible overlapping in the
meubership of their committee with that of certain others, perticularly those in
the same field of activity, with a view to reducing the likelihood of conflicting
meeting schedules; the Committee on Conferences, in its own examination of the
proposed calendars, should also pay particular attention to this point.

(7) The secretary of each body should bring to the attention of members, as
appropriate, any resolutions and decisions on the regulation of meetings and
conferences, including directives on the allocaetion and utilization of conference
resources.

(8) The secretary of each body should inform the members, at the beginning of
each session, of the conference resources, including the number of meetings and
the extent of interpretation services, made available to the body, and should give
then a brief account, at appropriate intervals during the session, of the use they
have been meking of those resources.

Recommendation 4

The Committee recommends that the General Assembly should authorize the
Secretary-General to overprogramme meetings and interpretation services during 1978
at a level which could ensure maximum utilization of the permanent cadre of
interpreters and reduce the overrecruitment of temporary staff. It recommends
further that the matter should be considered in the light of experience (see
para. 115 above).

Recommendation 5

The Committee recommends that the secretariat of each body should bring to its
attention during a session the dates on which basic documents for the next session
will be issued. A document should bear the date on which it is distributed in
addition to the date of registration as at present (see para. 130).

Recommendation 6

Noting the successful application of the one-stage system of meeting records
with corrigenda, the Committee:



(a) Expresses the hope that this system will be administered so as to provide
continued substantial savings to the Organization;

(b) Urges bodies entitled to meeting records to dispense with them for
particular discussions, whether Of an informal nature or otherwise, when they are
not absolutely necessary;

(¢) Recommends to the General Assembly that the criteria, which were adopted
on an experimental basis for the current biennium, should be continued and used
more widely (see para. 1u5).

Recommendation T !

The Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the following
draft resolution:

Pattern of conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1202 (XII) of 13 December 1957, 1851 (XVII) of
19 December 1962, 1987 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 2116 (XX) of 21 December 1965,
2239 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 2361 (XXII) of 19 December 1967, 2478 (XXIII) of
21 December 1968, 2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 2693 (XXV) of 11 December 1970,
283k (XXVI) of 1T December 1971, 2960 (XXVII) of 13 December 1962, 3351 (XXIX) of
18 December 1974, 3491 (XXX) of 15 December 1975 and 31/140 of 1T December 1976,

Concerned at the magnitude of the additional costs incurred as a result of
intersessional departures from the approved calendar of conferences and at the -
continued waste of resources through the cancellation of meetings,

I

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Committee on Conferences
established by General Assembly resolution 3551 (XXIX) of 18 December 19TL:

2. Approves the draft calendar of conferences and meetings for 1978-19T79 set
forth in annex I to the report; :

IT

3. Takes note of the successful application of the one-stage system of
meeting records with corrigenda, which made savings possible;

' Expresses the hope that this system will be administered so as to provide
continued substantial savings to the Organization;

5. Urges bodies entitled to meeting records to dispense with them for
particular discussions, whether of an informal nature or otherwise, when they are
not absolutely necessary;

6. Decides that the criteria, which were adopted on an experimental basis
for the current biennium, should be continued and used more widely;
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III .

7. 'Calls upon all bodies to keep to a minimum the intersessional departufes
from the approved calendar of conferences; '

8. Affirms that, if and when intersessional departures are granted, the
servicing should be financed from the approved appropriations for conference
services;

9. Urges all bodies to conclude their work within the time allotted to them;

Iv

10. Sets forth a number of guidelines for reducing the cancellation of
scheduled meetings, as follows:

1. The substantive secretariat of each body should circulate to the
merbers before the first meeting of each session a draft agenda and time-table
for the completion of consideration of the items, %aking into account the
availability of documentation.

2. The programme for each meeting should include more than one item of
the asgenda, so that if consideration of an item is interrupted or completed,
the members may pass on to another item.

3. In order that delegastions may initiate substantive discussion at the
first meeting, after the organization of work, committee secretaries should
consult with delegations before the opening of the session to ascertain
whether some representatives would be prepared to speak on the first
substantive item at the opening meeting. As is the practice of the
General Assembly, a list of speakers should be compiled several days in
advance of the debate on each item. It would in general be adviseble to
convene meetings only when there are a sufficient number of speaskers to ensure
adequate utilization of available resources.

4., The secretariat of each body should make sure that documentation is.’
made available to all members sufficiently in advance of the session to permit
proper study of it and, in consultation with the chairman, should schedule
meetings only when the documentation has been available for an adequate
period.

S In the planning of the requirements for a given session, allowance
should be made for at least one day towards the end of the session without
meetings so that draft reports, resolutions and decisions can be prepared
without interfering with the committee's business.

6. Committee secretaries should identify any possible overlapping in
the membership of their committee with that of certain others, particularly
those in the same field of activity, with a view to reducing the likelihood of
conflicting meeting schedules; the Committee on Conferences, in its own
examination of the proposed calendars, should also pay particular attention to
this point.
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T. The secretary of each body should bring to the attention of members,
as appropriate, any resolutions and decisions on the regulation ef meetings
and conferences, including directives on the allocation and utilization of
conference resources.

8. The secretary of each body should inform the members, at the
beginning of each session, of the conference resources, including the number
of meetings and the extent of interpretation services, made available to the
body and should give them a brief account, at appropriate intervals during
the session, of the use they have been making of those resources.

s
b
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The following abbreviations are used in the annexes:

In column headed "Organ':

ACC Administrative Committee on Co-ordination
ACARQ Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
BCA Beonomic Commission for Africa
ECOR Beonomic Commission for Eurcype
ECLA Beononic Commission for Latin America
ROWA Beonomice Commission for Western Asia
ESCAP Economie and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency
IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
ICAD International Civil Aviation Organization
IDA International Development Association
ID8 Industrial Development Board
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development
IFC International Finance Corporation
10 International Labour Organisation
kAl ee] Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Orgesnization
nF International Monetary Fund
ITU International Telecommunication Union
TDB Trade and Development Board
UNRCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Development Programme
Thited Nations Environment Programme
THESCD United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
TUnited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees '
TNICEF Tnited Naticns Children's Fund

: Tnited Nations Industrial Development Organization
United Nations Institute for Training and Research
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UNRWA United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East

UPU Universal Postal Union

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization
WMO World Meteorological Organization

In cclumn headed "Membership":

G Governments
E Experts
ST Secretariat or secretariats

In column headed "Servicing":

I Interpretation
Translation

134 Verbatim records

SR Summary records

M ' Minutes

ACEFRS Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish
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ANNEX I
Calendars of conferences and reetinge
for 12'15-1212

1. The draft calendar of conferences for the biennium 1978-1979 is set forth
below. The calendar of corferences and meetings of the principal organs of the
specialized agencieg and IAEA is also given for information.

2. The calendar as subtmitted on 30 September 1977 includes provision both for
bodies whose meetings have been scheduled for definite times and for bodies whose
sessions have not been so scheduled.

3. Attention is drawn to the fact that the calendar includes the following
conferences: -

1978 calendar .

(a) Conference of Plenipotentiaries to Conclude a Convention on the Carriage
of Goods by Sea, 6-31 March, at Hamburg

(b) Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (seventh session),
28 March-12 or 19 May, at Geneva

(c) sSpecial Session of the General Assembly Devoted to Disarmament,
23 May to 28 June 1978, at New York

(d) World Conference to Combat Recism and Racial Discrimination,
1k to 25 August, location to be determined

(e) Conference on Technical Co-operation among -Developing Countries,
August/September, at Buenos Aires

(f) United Nations Conference on an International Code of Conduct on
Transfer of Technology, 16 October to li November, at Geneva

1979 calendar

(a) United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development,
August/September, location to he determined &/

a/ Invitations to host this Conference have been extended by the Governments
of Austria, Mexico, the Philippines and the United States of America.

=}0-



(b) Fifth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
dates and locations to be determined b/

(¢c) Third General Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, September, at New Delhi

(a) Urited Nations Conference on a Convention on International Multimoda.l
Transport, dates to be determined, at Geneva -

b/ The Trade and Development Board at its seventeenth session adopted a
resolution recommending to the General Assembly that the fifth session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development be held at Manila from T May
to 1 June 1979.
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a/ The languages in which interpretation will be provided are indicated.
The languages in which translatior and meeting records will be provided vary
according to the rules of procedure applicable to the body concerned and,
in the case of some working groups and similar bodies, to the actual requirements
when less than would be provided under the rules of procedure.

b/ The Economic and Social Council by its decision 273 (LXIII), decided
that its resolution 2079 (LXII) should not be put into effect until such time
as the Council had reviewed its implications at its organizational session
for 1978 in the light of the outcome of the work of the restructuring of the
economic and social sectors of the United Nations system.

¢/ May request summary records for particular discussions when needed.

- 4/ Open for participation to all interested States members of UNCTAD
JUNCTAD resolution 80 (III), para. 9/.

e/ At the sixty-third session of the Economic and Social Council, views
were expressed for an against holding this session in New York. The
Secretariat undertook to explore the possibility of holding the session in
New York and to inform the General Assembly at its thirty-second session &f
the reuslt of the inquiry.

£/ For plenary meetings only.
g/ The third special session of the Committee on Natural Resources is
to be preceded by regional meetings; the dates of the session will be reviewed
at the organizational session of the Economic and Social Council session for 1978.
h/ See chapter II B of the present report.
i/ When holding oral hearings.
J/ The change in the date for the convening of the Conference was
recommended to the General Assembly by the Preparztory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on Technical Co-~operation among Developing Countires
at its second session. )

k/ It has been the practice to provide verbatim records for plenary
meetings and First Committee meetings only.

1/ Open for participation to all interested States, Members of UNEP
Governing Council.

m/ Subject to confirmation by the Economic and Social Council at its
next organizational session.
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&/ The languages in which interpretation will be Provided are indicated.
Languages in which translation and meeting records will be provided vary
according to the rules of Procedure applicable to the body concerned and,
in the case of some vorking groups and similap bodies, to the actual requirements
when less than would be provided under the rules of procedure.

b/ 1t is expected that the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs will be moved to Vienna late in 1978. Should the Centre not move to
Vienna in time, the session of the Commission will be held in New York on
the dates specified.

¢/ May request summary records for particular discussions when needed.

a/ For plenary meetings only.

— &/ Open for participation to all interested States members of UNCTAD
[UNCTAD resolution 80 (111), para. 9/.

£/ See chapter II B of the present report.
&/ VWhen holding oral hearings.

h/ It has been the practice to provide verbatim records for plenary
meetings and First Committee meetings only.

i/ Subject to review in the light of decisions by the General Assembly

at its thirty-second session on the question of the institutional arrangements
for international co-operation in the field of human settlements.
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B. Provisional calendar of conferences and meetings of the principal

organs of the specialized agencies and IAEA, 1978-1979

1978
Dates
Orgen (1978) Location
1. WHO - Executive Board, 61st session January Geneva
2. ILO - Governing Body, 205th session 13 February- Geneva
3 March
3. IAEA - Board of Governors 21-24 February Vienna
L, ICAO - Council, 93rd session 27 February- Montreal
: 23 March
5. WIPO - Permanent Committee for Development
Co-operation related to Industrial Property 15-19 March Genevs.
6. WIPO - Permanent Committee for Development
related to Copyright and Neighbouring Rights 18-22 March Geneva
7. ITU - International Radio Consultative April/Mey Geneva
Committee (CCIR) Plenary Assembly (2-3 weeks)
8. UNESCO - Executive Board, 1Ohth session 25 April- Paris
(5-6 weeks)
9., ILO - Governing Body 206th session 29 May- Geneva
3 June
10. WHO - Thirty-first World Health Assembly and May Geneva
Executive Board, 62nd session (3 weeks)
11. IMCO - Council, 40th session May (1 week) London
12, UPU - Executive Council May Berne
13. WMO - Executive Cormittee, 30th session May-June Geneva
1k. ICAO - Council, 9lith session 5-30 June Montreal
15. IAEA - Board of Governors 6-9 June Vienne
16, ILO - General Conference 7 June- Geneva
(3 weeks)
17. IMCO - Conference on Search and Rescue 14-30 June London
18. ITU - Administrative Council, 33rd session June (3 weeks) Geneva




Dates

Organ (1978) Location
19 WHO - intermational Conference on Primary Alnma Ata
Health Care 6-12 Septenber (UssR)
20 IABA - Board of Governors 15 Septexber Vienna
21 IAEA - Gensral Conference 18-22 September Vienna
22 IAZA - Board of Governors 25 September Vienna
23 INF, IBRD, IDA, IFC - Board of Governors 25-29 September Washington
2k WIPO - Governing Bodies 25 September- Geneva
‘ 2 October
25 UNESCO - Executive Board, 105th session Mid-September Paris
(3 weeks)
26 INCO - Cowmncil, klst session October (1 week) London
27 (UNESCO - Genersl Conference, 20th session October/ Paris
Novenber
28 Y10 - Governing Council, 20Tth session 6-1T November Geneva
29 INI0 - Conference on Training 8 November- London
1 December
30 ICAO - Comcil, 95th session 13 Novenber- Montreal
20 Decenoer
31 FAO - Council, Thth session November Rome
(2 weeks)
32 IFAD - Executive Board As required . To be
determined
33 IFAD - Governing Council One session a year To be
o ’ determined
34 WIPO - Diplomatic Conference for the
revision of the Paris Convention for
the Protection of Industrial Property To be determined Geneva

«1i6-




1979

Dates

i A, T g S A g e

-117=-

e A e

Organ (1979) location
WHO - Executive Board, 63rd session January Geneva
I10 - Governing Body 12 February~ Geneva
2 March
IAEA - Board of Governors 20-23 February Vienna
ICAO - Council, 96th session 26 February- Montreal
30 March
UPU - Executive Council February/March Berne
WIPO - Permanent Committee for Development 16=20 March Geneva
Co-operation related to Industrial
Property
WIPO - Permanent Committee for Development 19-23 March Geneva
related to Copyright and Neighbouring
Rights
UNESCO - Executive Board, 106th session April/May Paris
(5-6 weeks)
IMCO - Legal Conference April/May London
WMO - Eighth World Meteorological Congress April/May Geneva
11, IIO = Governing Body 28 May-2 June Geneva
12, WMO - Executive Committee, 31st session May Geneva
"13, WHO - Thirty-second World Health Assembly and  May Geneva
Executive Board, 6lUth session (3 weeks)
14, IMCO - Council, 42nd session May/June London
(1 week)
15, IIO - General Conference 6 June Geneva
(approx. 3 wks)
16, ICAO - Council, 9T7th session 4=29 June Montreal
17, IAEA - Board of Governors 12-15 June Vienna
18, ITU - Administrative Council June (3 weeks) Geneva
19. FAO - Council, T5th session June (2 weeks) Rome



Dates

Organ (1979) Location
20, FAO - World Conference on Agrarian Reform July (6 days) To be determined
and Rural Development
21, UPU -~ XVIII Congress Autumn Rio de Janeiro
22, IAEA - Board of Governors 21 September- Vienna
1 October
23, IAEA - General Conference 24-28 September Vienna
24k, UNESCO - Executive Board, 10Tth session Mid-September Paris
(3 weeks)
25. WIPO - Governing Bodies 26 September~ Geneva
3 October
26, IMF, IBRD, IDA, IFC - Boards of Governors To be determined To be determined
27. 110 - Governing Body 10-21 Novenmber Geneva
28, ICAO - Council, 98th session 12 November=- Montreal
14 December
29, FAO ~ Council, T6th session November Rome
(1 week)
30, FAO - Council, TTth session November Rome
(1-2 days)
31. IMCO - Assembly, 1lth session November London
(2 weeks)
- 32, IMCO - Council, 43rd session November London
i (1 day)
33, FAO - Conference, 20th session November Rome
(3 weeks)
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ANNEX VII

Meetings allocated and meetings actually held in 1976

A. New York a/

Organ or body

Allocated

Actually
held

Security Council

Security Council Committee on
Admission of New Members

Security Council Committee established
in pursuance of resolution 253 (1968)
concerning the question of Southern
Rhodesia

Security Council Committee of Experts
established by the Council at its
1506th meeting

Security Council - A4 Hoc Sub-Committee
on Namibia

United Nations Council for Namibia and
its Standing Committees

Special Committee against Apartheid
end its Sub-Committee

Special Committee on Peace-keeping
Operations and its Working Group

Committee on Relations with the Host
Country

Committee on Applications of Review of
Administrative Tribunal Judgements

United Nations Scientific Advisory
Committee

United Nations Conciliation Commission
for Palestine

Peace Observation Commission

Committee on Arrangements for a Conference

for Reviewing the Charter
Investments Committee

As required

As required
As required
156
10k
52
2y
If reguired

To be determined

To dbe determined
To be determined

To be determined
To be determined

113

T

20

k1

28

1k

a/ Inclviing meetings held at other locations but serviced by Headquarters.
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A, New York (continued)

-128-

Organ or body Allocated Ac;zﬁly
Expert Group on the Establishment of an
International Research and Training 10 8
Institute for the Advancement of Women (no services)
States Parties to the International
Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Racial Diserimination 6 1
Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination 30 25
Military Staff Committee 26 26
Economic and Social Council 65 55
Hebitat: United Nations Confercnce on : co
Human Settlements - Preprratory Committee 24 25
Habitat: United Nations Conference on 8o 103
Human Settlements (Vancouver)
UNDP - Committeé on Technical Co-operation
among Developing Countries - h
UNDP - Governing Council and Budgetary
and Finance Committee ko 39
UNDP - Working Group on Administrative 6 6
and Finance Matters (no services)
UNDP - Programme Working Group 6 6
| (no services)
UNDP - Inter-Agency Consultative Board,
tventy-first session 2 2
United Nations Special Fund -~ Boa.rd of
Governors: 3k 6
Ad Hoe Committee to Review the Role of the
United Nations on Disarmament and its .
Working Group 38 30
Special Committee on the Situation with
Regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, its
Sub-Committees and Working Groups 2T 81
UNCITRAL and Committee of the Whole 60 64
UNCITRAL - Working Group on llegotia.'ble
Instrunents 20 15



A. New York (continued)

Actually
Organ or body Allocated held

Committee on Science and-Technology for

Development 28 23
World Food Progremme - Pledging Conference 2 2
Ad Hoc Committee on the Restructuring of

the Economic and Social Sectors of the

United Nations System, its contact and

its informal working group 95 58
Special Committee on the Charter of the

United Nations and on the Strengthening

of the Role of the Organization and its

Working Group 38 27
Committee on Natural Resources acting as

Preparatory Committee for the United

Nations lWater Conference 10 9
Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament

.Conference 30 6
Consultative Committee on Administrative 20 37

Questions (no services)
International Civil Service Commission 30 27
Third United Nations Conference on the Law

of the Sea (including preparestory meetings

of Group of 77, Juridical Experts and Group

of Land-locked Countries) 980 846
Committee for Development Planning 20 11
Consultative Panel on Public Information L L
Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 28 12
UNICEF, Executive Board, Committee on

Administration and Finance and Programme

Committee 20 23
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination L8 hé
Administrative Coomittee on Co-ordinatiom, y 17

Preparatory Committee (no services) (no servicez)
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 3 7
+oint meetings of CPC and ACC 2 2
Committee on Contributions 38 24
Trusteeship Council, forty-third session 20 10
United Nations Board of Auditors 38 1k
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A. New York (continued)

Organ or body Allocated Ac;‘:i;ly

Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions 190 117
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control 20 21
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 30 18
IOC Scientific Advisory Board 10 9
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board 28 19
United Nations Staff Pension Committee 2 6

(no services)
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board - ‘

Committee of Actuaries 10 i
United Nstions Joint Staff Pension Fund - 5
Group of Experts on the Economic and Social

Consequences of the Arms Race 10 6
General Assembly, thirty-first session 139 53k
UNITAR - Board cf Trustees 82 6
UNITAR - Seminar for new Representatives to the

General Assembly - 3

: UNITAR - Seminar on Financing the Work of
the United Nations - 3
UNITAR -~ Seminar on the Making of a

Resolution - 1

United Nations Administrative Tribunel : 1l
{21 no services) (29 no services)
Advisory Committee on the United Nations

Programme of Assistance in the Teaching,

Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation

of International Law - . 1
United Nations Pledging Conference on the A

UNDP and UNCDF v 2 2
UNDIO - Pledging Conference 2 _ 1
UNICEF - Pledging Conference 2 . 2
Ad Hoc Committee of the General Assembly for

the Announcement of Voluntary Contributions

to UNRWA for Palestine Refugees in the Near

East 1l _ 1
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A. New York (econtinued)

Actually
Organ or body Allocated held
Ad Hoc Committee of the General Assembly

for the Announcement of Voluntary

Contributions to UNHCR 1 1
Committee on Conferences As required 36
Ad Hoc Working Group to Inquire into the

Situation of Human Rights in Chile 10 25
Advisory Committee on the United Nations

Education and Training Programme for

Southern Africa To be determined 3
United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa -

Committee of Trustees To be determined 2
Working Group on the Financing of UNRWA To be detcrmined 5
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian People 56 ko
Special Committee to Investigate Israeli

Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the 6 4

Population of the Occupied Territories (no services)
Negetiating Committee on the Financial

Emergency of the United Nations 32 13
Committee on Non-Governmental

Organizations 1l 1l
Commission on Transnational Corporations 20 21 (Lima)
First United Nations Regional Cartographic 20 20

Conference for the Americas (Paraama City)
Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Working Group on

Corrupt Practices 10 1
International Covenant on Civil and Political

Rights - Meeting of the States Parties to

the Covenant - 2
UNEP - Environmental Co-ordination Board - 2
Review Conference on the Sea-Bed Treaty - 4

With tervices 3,823 2,808
Without services 35 105
Regional and sectoral groups and informal

meetings of official bodies - k96
Total number of meetings provided with

interpretation services 3,823 3,30k

- e— - oonmlemen
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B. Geneva a/

Actually
Organ or dbody Allocated held
UNCITRAL - Working Gioup on International
Sales of Goods, Tth session 20 33
UNEP - Mediterranean Project 10 9
UNEP - Working Group on Shared Natural
Resources ' 36 3k
UNEP, Barcelona ko 31
UNEP Governing Council, Nairobi 84 65
Commission on Human Rights - Ad Hoe Group
Established under Resolution 2 (XXIII) 2L " 18

Commission on Human Rights - Ad Hoc Group
on Human Rights in Chile established
under Resolution 8 (XXXI) 30 26

Commission on Human Rights - Working Grour
on the Situations which Reveal a Consistent

Pattern of Gross Violations 10 5
Commission on Human Rights 50 55
Group of 5 on Slavery 10 L

Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of

Minorities 52 61
Ad Hoc Working Group to Inquire iato
the Present Situation in Chile 13 ) 13

Special Committee to Investigate Israeli
Practices affecting the Human Rights of

the Population of Occupied Territories 20 20
Buman Rights - Group c¢f Experts, Maputo 18 . 22
United Nations Conference on the Law of the

Sea - informal and regional groups 22 22
Economic Commission for Europe 38 26

Senior Economic Advisers to ECE ,
Governments . 30 29
Committee on Gas 10 9

a/ Including meetings held at other locations but serviead by the United Nations
Office at Geneva.
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B. Geneva (continued)

Organ or body Allocated M::l&ldh
Inland Transport Committee 20 9
Committee on Agricultural Problems 10 1
Conference of European Statisticians 18 9
Meeting of Government Officials
responsible for Standardization Policies 10 6
Committee on Housing, Building and
Planning 10 9
Coal Committee 10 7
Committee on Water Problems 10 10
Chemical Industry Committee 10 5
Timber Committee 20 8
Steel Committee 10 10
Committee on Electric Pover 10 9
Committee on Development of Trade 9 10
Expert Groups, ad hoc groups, consulta-
tions, seminars, working groups, informal
groups etc. 1,315 45

UNCTAD IV, Nairobi 24o 283
Trade and Development Board 179 184
Preparatory meetings, ad hoc committees,
expert groups, working groups,
consultations ete. 132 k16
Informel meetings, regional groups ete. - 95
UNCTAD/Gatt International Trade Centre 1l 1
UNCTAD/GATT - Technical Committee of the '
Joint Advisory Group of ITC . 20 a3
Special Committee on Preferences 80 38

Commission on Narcotic Drugs 20 by §

Conference of the Committee on Disarmament 67 98

Croup of Experts on the Reduction of

Military Budgets 20 12
Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination 28 25
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B. Geneva (continued)

Actually
Organ or body Allocated held
Expert Group on Methods of Measuring the
Impact of Family Planning Programmes on
Fertility 14 10
Committee on Permanent }?epresenta.tives 1 1
Expert Group on the Distribution of Social
Consumption 10 9
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space - Legal Sub-Cormittee T0 T2
International Law Commission 116 81.
International Law Seminar 28 .12
Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions 12 17
International Narcotics Control Board 50 38
United Nations Development Programme 54 54
Economic and Secial Counecil (including meetings
in Abidjan) 167 ako
Executive Secretaries of Regional Commissions 6 6
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination 6 3
Group of Experts on International Standards
of Corporate Reporting 16 16
Commission on the Status of Women 63 61
Statistical Commission (New Delhi) 20 18
UNHCR - Executive Committee 20 1k
Lead and Zinc Study Group 13 9
Staff Council 27 27
Informal meetings of UNICEF, UNITAR, OPI and
other bodies and organs, including press
conferences of the Secretary-General 221 157
Total number of meetingé provided with
interpretation services 4,260 3,253
f—— —— ] f— ———
Meetings scheduled but not held 488
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ANNEX VIII

Number of informal meetings serviced at
Headquarters from 1972 to 1976

Informal meetings Total number of meetings
Year with services serviced by Headgquarters
1972 286 2 WM
1973 358 2 775
1974 325 2 636
1975 293 2 689
1976 692 a/ 3 32k

a/ This figure includes 348 regional group meetings held during the Third
United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and 20 regional group meetings
serviced during Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements.
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ANNEX IX

Meetings of bodies entitled to meetings records held in 1976

A. New York

Note: Unless otherwise indicated the figures are for swmary records. The figures in parentheses give,
where comparable, the number of meetings for which records were provided in 1975.

Number of meetings

' With Without (Fﬁu stangvard
Body ‘ records records Total peges )
A. GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND RELATED BODIES
Plenary 107 (95) - 107 - I 649
General Committee 2 3) - 2 30 -
First Committee 58 (64) - 58 - -2 003
Special Political Committee 36 (k) - 36 46 133
Second Committee 69 (60) - 69 1495 -
Third Committee T7 (71) - 17 1 367 -
Fourth Committee ko (58) - kg 90k -
Fifth Comittee 62 o - 62 1075 -
Sixth Committee 70 (61) - 70 1045 -
Subtotal 530 (533) - 530 6 380 6 785
Commission on International Trade Law 57 (39) - 57 -
Special Committee on Peace-keeping
Operations 2 2) - 2 31 -
Committee on Relations with the Host
Country 9 (15) - 9 8k -

Ad Hoc Coomittee on the Restruéturim
of the Economic and Social Sectors .
of the United Nations System 27 (7) - 27 352 -

Special Committee on the Charter of
the United Nations and on the
Strengthening of the Role of the

United Nations 1 - 14 87 -
Pledging Conference - UNHCR 1 (1) - 1 11 -
" " UNRWA 1 (1) - 1 19 -
" v UN/FAO 2 (2) - 2 26 -
" " UNIDO 1 (1) - 1 19 =
o " UNDP/ UNCDF 2 (2) - 2 33 -
" " UNICEF 2 (2) - 2 21 -
Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination 2k 27) - 24 287 -
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights 2 - 2 2k -
Total 67k - 674 8 088 6 785
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Nurber of meetings

w

With Without (Firal stunlard
Body records records Total pages )
Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
Plenary 20 38 58 354
General Committee 15 - 15 15
First Committee 1 L 55 109
Second Committee 1 62 63 6
Third Committee 8 56 64 139
Total 58 197 255 759
B. BODIES DEALING WITH POLITICAL AND
SECURTITY COUNCIL MATTERS
Security Council 13 (57) - 113 - L4 501
Committee on the Admission of New
Menvers 7 {6) - 7 21 -
Committee Established in Pursuance
of Resolution 253 (1968) 20 (37) - 20 311 -
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space 11 (13) - 11 - 324
Special Committee against Apartheid 25 (18) - 25 397 -
Ad Hoe Committee on the Indian Ocean 8 6) - 8 30 -
Ad Hoc Cormittee on the World ‘
Disarmament Conference 8 (12) - 8 57 -
Ad Hoe Committee on the Review of
the Role of the United Nations
in the Field of Disarmament 19 - 19 107 -
Total 211 - 211 Q23 4 915
C. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AND
RELATED BODIES
Economic and Social Council 30 (20) - 30 323 -
Social Committee 17 (22) - 17 229 -
Administrative Committee on .
Co-ordination 8 (6) 1 9 115 -
Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination 38 (10) 8 46 603 -
Committee on Science and Technology
for Development .22 1 23 259 -
UNDP - Governing Council 23 (23) - 23 423 -
UNDP - Consultative Board 2 - 2 24 -
Commission on Transnational
Corparations L 3 7 93 -
Conmittee on Natural Resources 9 - 9 86 -
UNICEF - Executive Board 10 (18) - 10 165 -
.UNICEF - Programme Committee 10 (8) - 10 202 -
UNITAR - Board of Trustees 6 - 6 63 -
Total . 179 15 192 2 585 -
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Number of meetings

D.

SR PV
With : Without (Final standard
Body ~ records records Total pages )
TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL
Trusteeship Council 10 (15) - 10 - 297
Special Committee of 24 3k (34) - 3k - 792
United Nations Couneil for
Namibia ’ 16 (13) - 16 149 -
Total I 60 - 60 149 1 089
Grand total 1976 13 087 12 834
1975 11 411 12 217
1974 15 000 12 110
1973 1k 7_?3 11 155

Average length of a summary record in 1976: 1U.7 pages
" " " " verbatim record in 1976: 33.5 pages
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B, Geneva
SR
With Without Final standard
Body records records Total pages
A. GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND RELATED BODIES
International Law Commission 54 5k 984
UNHCR - Executive Committee 11 n.a. 150
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space
Legal Sub-Committee 20 20 177
Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee 19 3 22 234
Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination 25 25 408
B. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL AND
RELATED BODIES
Economic and Social Council 79 79 1211
Commission on Human Rights L2 3 45 600
Sub-Commission on the Prevention
of Discrrimination 27 n.a. 492
Commission on Narcotic Drugs 11 5 16 252
Commission on the Status of Women 46 n.a. 579
Economic Commission for Europe 6 6 12 109
UNCTAD 26 n.a. 286
UNDP
Governing Council 27 2L 538
Total 1976 393 17 410 6 079
1975 527 T 115
197k 364 L 881
1973 517 T 185

' Average length of a summary record in 1976: 15.2 pages
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1.

2.
3.
L.

5.

ANNZX X
nda of the substantive session

Intersessional departures from the approved calendar of conferences for

1977

Financial information to be included in documents on intersessional departures
Utilization and apodrtionment of conference services

Monitoring of the€ application of the criteria on meeting records of bodies
of the United Nations

Calendar of conferences

Future of the Coomittee on Conferences
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ANNEX XI

Draft resolution submitted to the Committee on Conferences
on behalf of some delegations a/

The General Assemhly

1. Decides to esteblish, on a continuing basis, a Committee on Conferences
composed of 22 States Members of the United Nations;

2. Requests the President of the General Assembly, after consultations with
the chairmen of the regional groups, to designate Member States, on the basis of
en equitable geographical balance, to serve on the Committee for a three-year
tern;

3. Decides that the Committee on Conferences shall have the terms of
reference set forth below:

(2) To advise the Genersl Assembly on the calendar of conferences;

(b) To act on behelf of the General Assenbly in dealing with departures from
the approved calendar of conferences that have administrative and financial
implications;

(e) To recommend to the General Assembly means to provide the optimum
apportionment of conference resources, facilities and services, including
docurmentation, in order to ensure their most efficient and effective use;

(d) To advise the General Assembly on the current and future requirements
of the Organization for conference services, facilities and documentation;

(e) To advise the General Assembly on means to ensure improved co-ordination
of conferences within the United Nations system, including conference services and
facilities, and to conduct the appropriate consultations in that regard;

L, Invites its subsidiary bodies to seek the advice of the Committee on

Conferences with regard to the scheduling of their regular meetings and with
regerd to any proposed changes in their established pattern of sessions.

a/ See para. 165 of the present report.
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE FROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences
dépositaires du monde entier. Informez-vous auprés de votre libraire ou adressez-vous
& : Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Genéve.

EAK IIOAYYHTH H3XAHHA OPTARH 3AIHH OB BEAHHEHHBIX HAINHA

Hspanns Oprann3aunsH ‘O&penaueunux Hanni Moxse RyIHTLH B KHHXHBIX MATA-

' SHEAX H AreHTCTBAX BO BCex paffonax mupa. Hausoxnre cnpaBxn 06 H3IfAHAAX B

BAIlIEM XKHHXKHOM MATa3HHe H/IH NHUIHTe N0 axpecy: OpraHH3anHa O6heHHEHHBIX
Hanuuft, Cexnnn no npoaaxe uanannf, Huio-Mopr i1au 2KeHepa. .

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIGNES‘ UNIDAS

" Las publicsciones de las Naciones Unidas estdn en venta en librerfas y casas distri-
. buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirfjase a: ,Naciones

Unidas, Seecu‘m de Ventas, Nueva York ° Ginebra.

T ,‘L‘it'ho»in United Nations, New Yprk}k . ' Price: $U.S. 9,00

(or equivalent in other currencies)

19570—=October 1977~3,150 3






