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lj) Developing countries reaffirm their belief that the
primary responsibility for ensuring their own rapid develo~­

ment rests with themselves. They declare, therefore, their
readiness to continue to intensify their individual and collective
efforts with a view to expanding their mutual co-operation in
the field of agricultural development and food production,
including the eradication of hunger and malnutrition;

(k) Since, for various reasons, many developing countries
are not yet always able to meet their own food needs, urge~t
and effective international action should be taken to assist
them, freeof politieal pressures.

Consistent with the aims and objectives of the Declaration • on
the Establishment ofa New International Economic Order and
the Programme ofAction adopted by the General Assembly at
its sixth special session,

The Conference consequently solemnlyproclaims:
I. Every man, woman and child has the inalienable right to

be free from hunger and malnutrition in order to develop fully
and maintain their physical and mental faculties. Society today
already possesses sufficient resources, organizational ability
and technology and hence the competence to achieve this ob­
jective. Accordingly, the eradication of hunger is a common
objective of all the countries of the international community,
especially ofthe developed countries and others in a position to
help.

2. It is a fundamental responsibility of Governments to
work together for higher food production and a more equitable
and efficient distribution of food between countries and within
countries. Governments should initiate immediately a greater
concerted attack on chronic malnutrition and deficiency
diseases among the vulnerable and lower income groups. In
order to ensure adequate nutrition for all, Governments should
formulate appropriate food and nutrition policies integrated in
over-all socio-economic and agricultural development plans
based on adequate knowledge of available as well as potential
food resources. The importance of human milk in this con­
nexion ~~Juld be stressed on nutritional grounds.

3. Food problems must be tackled during the preparation
and implementation of national plans and programmes for
economic and social development, with emphasis on their
humanitarian aspects.

4. It is a responsibility of each State concerned, in accor­
dance with its sovereign judgement and internal legislation, to
remove the obstacles to food production end to provide proper
incentives to agricultural producers. Of prime importance for
the attainment of these objectives are effective measures of
socio-economic transformation by agrarian, tax, credit and in­
vestment policy reform and the reorganization of rural struc­
tures, such as the reform of the conditions of ownership, the
encouragement of producer and consumer co-operatives. the
mobilization of the full potential of human resources, both
male and female, in the developing countries for an integrated
rural development and the involvement of small farmers,
fishermen and landless workers in attaining the required food
production and employment targets. Moreover, it is necessary
to recognize the key role of women in agricultural production
and rural economy in many countries, and to ensure that
appropriate education, extension programmes and financial
facilities are made available to women on equal terms with
men.

• General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI).
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5. Marine and inland water resources are today becoming
more important than ever as a source of food and economic
prosperity. Accordingly, action should be taken to promote a
rational exploitation of these resources, preferably for direct
humanconsumption, in order to contribute to meeting the food
requirements ofall peoples.

6. The efforts to increase food p.roduction should be
complemented by every endeavour to prevent wastage of food
in all its forms.

7. To give impetus to food production in developing
countries and in particular in the least developed and most
seriously affected among them, urgent and effective interna­
tional action should be taken, by the developed countries and
other countries in a position to do so, to provide them with
sustained additional technical and financial assistance on
favourable terms and in a volume sufficient to their needs on
the basis of bilateral and multilateral arrangements. This as­
sistance must be free of conditions inconsistent with the
sovereignty of the receiving States.

8. All countries, and primarily the highly industrialized
countries, should promote the advancement offood production
technology and should make all efforts to promote the transfer,
adaptation and dissemination of appropriate food production
technology for the benefit of the developing countries and, to
that end, they should interalia make all efforts to disseminate
the results oftheir research work to Governments and scientific
institutions of developing countries in order to enable them to
promote a sustained agricultural development.

9. To assure the proper conservation of natural resources
being utilized, or which might be utilized, for food production,
all countries must collaborate in order to facilitate the preser­
vation of the environment, including the marine envireament.

10. All developed countries and others able to do so should
collaborate technically and financially with the developing
countries in their efforts to expand land and water resources for
agricultural production and to assure a rapid increase in the
availability, at fair costs, of agricultural inputs such as fer­
tilizers and other chemicals, high-quality seeds, credit and
technology. Co-operation among developing countries, in this
connexion, is also important.

11. All States should strive to tile utmost to readjust, where
appropriate, their agricultural policies to give priority to food
production, recognizing, in this connexion, the interrela­
tionship between the world food problem and international
trade. In the determination of attitudes towards farm support
programmes for domestic food production, developed coun­
tries should take into account, as far as possible, the interest of
the food-exporting developing countries, in order to avoid det­
rimental effect on their exports. Moreover, all countries should
co-operate to devise effective steps to deal with the problem of
stabilizing world markets and promoting equitable and
remunerative prices, where appropriate through interuational
arrangements, to improve access to markets through reduction
or elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers on the products
of interest to the developing countries, to substantially increase
the export earnings of these countries, to contribute to the
~iversification of their exports, and apply to them, in the mul­
tilateral trade negotiations, the principles as agreed upon in the
Tokyo Declaration, , including the concept of non-reciprocity
and more favourable treatment.

, Approved by the Ministerial Meeting of the Contracting Parties to
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade held in Tokyo on 14
September 1973.
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12. As it is the common responsibility of the entire inter­
national community to ensure the availability at all times of
adequate world supplies of basic food-stuffs by way of
appropriate reserves, including emergency reserves, all coun­
tries should co-operate in the establishment of an effective
systemof world food security by:

Participating in and supporting the operation of the Global
Information and Early Warning System on Food and
Agriculture;

Adhering to the objectives, policies and guidelines of the
proposed International Undertaking on World Food
Securityas endorsed by the World Food Conference;

Earmarking, where possible, stocks or funds for meeting
international emergency food requirements as envisaged
in the proposed International Undertaking on Worid Food
Security and developing international guidelines to
provide for the co-ordination and the utilization of such
stocks;

Co-operating in the provision of food aid for meeting emer­
gencyand nutritional needs as well as for stimulating rural
employment through development projects.

3

All donor countries should accept and implement the concept
offorward planning of food aid and make all efforts to provide
commodities and/or financial assistance that will ensure
adequate quantities of grains and other food commodities.

Time is short. Urgent and sustained action is vital. The
Conference, therefore, calls upon all peoples expressing their
willas individuals, and through their Governments and non­
governmental organizations, to work together to bring about
the end of the age-old scourge of hunger.

The Conference affirms:
The determination of the participating States to make full

use of the United Nations system in the implementation of this
Declaration and the other decisions adopted by the
Conference.

16th plenarymeeting
16 November1974
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RESOLUTiONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE
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Considering that conditions in certain developed countries
are favourable for the rapid increase of food production and
recognizing that some countries can produce more food than
they need and thus are able to export; that reliance on this
production to supply the growing needs of the developing
countries and some developed countries is increasing; that for
years these exporting countries have been concerned that
production at full capacity could create undesirable surpluses
and thus depress maarkets, which would deprive farmers of
incentives to invest and to produce and that in view of the
present and prospective demand for food in the world, such a
concern may no longer be relevant,

Stressing the urgent need for greater efforts by the develop­
ing countries themselves and for increased regional, sub­
regional and international co-operation for agricultural"
development in these countries, as part of the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade,

Stressing the importance, in selecting the measures to be
taken to achieve the urgently needed increases in food output,
oftaking into account the need for the most efficient use ofland
and water resources, as well as the short- and long-term effects
of alternative technologies on the quality of the environment,

Affirming that, in order to solve the food problem, highest
priority should be given to policies and programmes for
increasing food production and improving food utilization in
developing countries, so as to achieve a minimum agricultural
growth rate of 4 per cent per annum, placing appropriate
emphasis on (a) providing adequate supplies of essential in­
puts, such as fertilizers, pesticides, quality seeds, farm and
fishery equipment and machinery, fuel, breeding stock and
water; (b) ensuring sufficient incentives to farmers; (e)
developing rural infrastructures, including storage, processing,
transportation, marketing, input supply systems, credit and
educational and social amenities; (d) conservation and
improvement of exisnng cultivated and cultivable land; (e)
reclamation and development of new land; (j) promoting
research, training and extension; (g) progressive social and
structural transformation of agriculture; (h) active participa­
tion of the rural population, particularly smal' farmers and
landless workers in the development process, and (i) providing
the necessary financial resources,

I. Resolves that all Governments should accept the
removal of the scourge of hunger and malnutrition, which at
present afflicts many millions of human beings, as the objective
of the international community as a whole, and should accept
the goal that within a decade no child will go to bed hungry,
that no family will fear for its next day's bread, and that no
human being's future and capacities will be stunted by malnu­
trition;

2. Callson the Government of each developing country to:

• Including livestock and fisheries.
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RESOLUTION I

Objectives and strategies offood production

The WorldFoodConference,
Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and

3202(5-Vl) of I May 1974,concerning the Declaration and the
Programme ofAction on the Establishment of a New Interna­
tional Economic Order and Economic and Social Council
resolution 1911 (LVII) of2 August 1974 on their implementa­
tion, as adopted,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3180 (XXVIII) of 17
December 1973on the World Food Conference,

Recognizing that past trends in food production and
productivity in the majority of developing countries have been
unsatisfactory, for reasons, among others, of inadequate
socio-economic structures, insufficient investment funds,
paucity oftrained manpower and unfavourable trade relations,

Noting that if these trends continue the expected increase in
the demand for food in these countries will raise their import
requirements to unmanageable proportions, aggravate malnu­
trition and intensify human suffering,

Expressing concern at 11 e inadequate performance of
agriculture, including livestock and fisheries, in many
developing countries in relation to the targets of the Second
United Nations Development Decade and their own national
objectives, at the new constraints created by the scarcity of
inputs and at the inadequacy of the present level of resources,
including development assistance, flowing to agriculture in
these countries,

Considering that agricultural production in the developing
countries requires the availability of inputs at reasonable
prices,

Stressing that an increase in agricultural productivity and
sustained expansion of food production in these countries at a
rate much faster than in the past is essential in order to meet: he
rapidly growing demand for food, due to rising population and
incomes, the requirements for security stocks and the need to
raise the consumption by undernourished people to universally
accepted standards,

Recognizing the importance of fish products for the
improvement of the quality of human diet and the potential for
increased fish production especially in developing countries,

Recognizing that in many developing countries then: is con­
siderable scope for increased production through bringing new
land under cultivation or through more intensive use of land
already under cultivation,

Recognizing that in many developing countries large quan­
tities of food are lost between the farm field and the consumer
and that the deterioration in the nutritional value of food
before it reaches the consumer is a serious problem,



(a) Accord a high priority to agricultural and fisheries
development;

(h) Formulate food production and food utilization objec­
tives, targets and policies, for the short, medium and long term,
with full participation ofproducers, their families, and farmers'
and fishermen's organizations, taking into account its
demographic and general development goals and the need for
consistency with good environment practices;

(c)Take measures for agrarian reform and a progressive
change ill the socio-economic structures and relationships in
rural areas;

(d) Develop adequate supporting services for agricultural and
fisheries development, including those for education, research,
extension and training, marketing, storage, processing and
transport, as well as credit facilities and incentives to enable
producers to buy the required inputs;

3. Callson all Governments able to furnish external assis­
tance to substantially increase their official development assis­
tance to agriculture in developing countries, especially the least
developed and the most seriously affected countries, including
capital assistance on soft terms, technical assistance, transfer of
appropriate technology and programme loans for imports of
essential inputs;

4. Requests Governments to make arrangements whereby
developing countries will have access to inputs such as fer­
tilizers, pesticides, agricultural machinery and equipment in
sufficient quantity and at reasonable prices;

5. Urges Governments to respond to the appeal of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations for contributions to
the Special ~rogramme, the urgent implementation ofwhich is
essential for ecsuring progress in resolving the food problem of
the developing countries seriously affected by the econozcic
crisis, and to contribute generously to tile International Fund
for Agricultural Development proposed. 1 by the Conference;

6. Urges the developed countries concerned to adopt ale ~ to
implement agricultural policies which encourage the early ex­
pansion of food production while taking into account a satis­
factory level of income for producers and world food
requirements and the need of maintaining, reasonable prices
for consumers, such policies should not impede or delay the
increase in food production by developing countries, both for
domestic consumption and for export;

7. Requests all countries to reduce to a minimum the waste
of food and of agricultural resources, in particular land, water
and all forms ofenergy; and to ensure the rational utilization of
fisheries resources;

8. Callson the regional economic commissions to continue
their important contribution to the task of stimulating co-or­
dinated economic development in their respective regions, by
co-operatiagin the efforts in this direction that the countries in
those regions are making;

9. Urges the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations in consultation with the United Nations
Development Programme and other relevant international in­
stitutions, with due regard for national sovereignty:

I a) To formulate economic, social, physical and biological
criteria for selecting suitable additional areas for food produc­
tion;

(b) To make an inventory, on the basis of these criteria, of
the areas most suitable for additional production;

(c) To make an inventory of resources available for financ­
ing additional production;

I Conference resolution XIII.
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(d) To indicate ways and means for carrying out
programmes and projects for additional food production;

10. Requests the World Bank, regional banks, the United
Nations Development Programme, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations In­
dustrial Development Organization and other international
agencies, through modification of their existing policies and
criteria, us appropriate, to substantially increase their assis­
tance for agriculture and fisheries in developing countries,
giving priority to programmes and projects aimed at benefiting
the poorest groups of the population and placing equal
emphasis on both economic and social benefits; to simplify and
streamline the procedures for the granting of such assistance;
and to mobilize the support of the entire international com­
munity, including non-governmental organizations, for the
urgent task ofovercoming hunger and malnutrition.

RESOLUTION 11

Prioritiesfor agriculturaland ruraldevelopment

The WorldConference,
Recognizing that self-reliance, relying on the masses of the

people, tapping fully the potential of each country and striving
in accordance with each country's respective conditions for the
maximum possible degree of self-sufficiency in basic foods is
the fundamental approach to the solution of the food problem
ofdeveloping countries,

Recognizing the urgent need for expanding and improving
the productivity base of agriculture through fuller and more
efficient utilization of land and water resources, through
application and adaptation of improved technology consistent
with the local ecological conditions, and through agrarian
reforms and other appropriate socio-economic changes in the
organization of rural communities,

Recognizing the vital importance of mobilizing the people
through their organizations for rural development, and par­
ticularly of involving small farmers and landless labourers in
the planning and operation ofprogrammes aimed at improving
their living standards and those of their families and at bringing
about a more equitable distribution of income,

Stressing the severe problem of rural unemployment and
under-employment.

Emphasizing the critical need for the strengthening of the
administrative capacity of government organizations and of
rural infrastructures down to the village level including housing
and health services, agricultural extension and communication
and other family well-being services. and for greatly expanded
rural education and technical and vocational training
programmes, particularly the need for universal literacy.

Recognizing the important role of women in rural life, in the
production. processing. marketing and consumption of food, in
family nutrition, in decisions on family size and spacing of
children and in child care and education. the need to involve
them fully in the process of rural development, and the
implicationsof that for education and extension services,

Affirmingthat a determining element in rural development,
and in reducing rural unemployment, is the capacity of the
rural community to expand, intensify, and diversify its activi­
ties in crop production, animal husbandry, forestry, fisheries,
agro-allied and other rural-based industries and public works
; rogramrnes, and that, in support of these, the necessary
production structure and infrastructure need to be established,



Noting that no single pattern of social, economic or institu­
tional set-up can be applicable to all countries, that the concept
of integrated rural development is sufficiently flexible for
countries to design operational strategies appropriate to their
own circumstances. and recalling the efforts made in promoting
the concept of' integrated rural development,

1. Calls 0'1 Governments to bring about appropriate
progressive agrarian reforms in accordance with the political
objectives and administrative capabilities of each country, to
provide adequate means of information and motivation and
other institutional improvements in rural areas aimed at
employment and income generation, at organizing. activating
and assisting the rural population. including nomads, for par­
ticipation in integrated rural development and at eliminating
exploitative patterns of land tenure, credit and marketing sys­
tems where they still prevail. calls on them to improve credit
marketing and inputs distribution systems and recommends
that e,.:..ung and experienced institutions and organizations in
the developed countries should be mobilized as much as pos­
sible to take part in agricultural development work, and also to
make all efforts to carry out Economic and Social Council
resolution 1707 (LIIl) on agrarian r :form;

2. Invites Governments to promote the development of
co-operative organizations and other associations for the mass
of farmers and rural workers as a means of furthering agricul­
tural and rural development and generating greater self­
reliance, self-sufficiency and motivation;

3. Requests all Governments to intensify their efforts in
both the formal and nonformal education of rural people with
emphasis on what is relevant to their needs, taking into account
the special role of women in agriculture and rural life in many
societies, and to aim at the elimination of illiteracy within a
decade;

4. Calls on each country to identify and implement with
greater financial and policy support such food production and
rural development programmes as are best suited to its specific
national and regional characteristics and circumstances and
which are required to achieve its national and international
food production objectives, bearing in mind the development
of appropriate technology, and the establishment of price
relationships which will lead to increased incomes;

5. Calls on the United Nations Development Programme,
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development.
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
and other international and bilateral agencies to review their
criteria for financial, technical and other assistance for in­
tegrated rural development, to give greater importance to
social criteria so as to implement broader and longer-range
programmes of rural development, and if necessary to improve
their technical and administrative capacity for implementing
these programmes;

6. Urges Governments, the United Nations Development
Programme and the other international and bilateral agencies
to co-operate in accelerating the planning and implementation
of integrated rural development programmes and to devote
greatly expanded resources to these activities;

7. Calls on the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and other United Nations organizations con­
cerned to collect. evaluate and disseminate the results and
experience from past and on-going rural development
programmes and to determine the suitability of these
programmes in bringing about both expanding agricultural
production and social integration.

6

RESOLUTION III

Fertilizers

The World FoodConference;
Recognizing the vital role of fertilizers in increasing food

production, the urgency of eliminating the current global
shortage of fertilizers and the necessity of ensuring, on a con­
tinuing basis, the adequate and regular supply of fertilizers to
all countries.

Recognizing further that the present international prices of
fertilizers reflect to a considerable extent their scarcity value
and are threatening food production efforts in developing
countries.

Noting the recent increased activity of the international
community in respect of fertilizers, including the establishment
of the FAO Commission on Fertilizers, the International Fer­
tilizer Supply Scheme, the International Fertilizer Develop­
ment Centre in the United States of America. the important
activities of the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization and the funding operations ofthe United Nations
Emergency Operation,

Takingnoteof Economic and Social Council resolution 1836
(XVI), of the proposal 2 by Sri Lanka, resolution 142 (XXX) of
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific,
and of the proposal' by Mexico which were designed to ensure
the availability of scarce and essential agricultural inputs like
fertilizers.

Taking note of the growing awareness of the importance of
fertilizers as an appropriate instrument for external assistance
in increasing food supplies in developing countries, both on a
bilateral and multilateral basis,

Stressing the need for increased and co-ordinated interna­
tional efforts to improve fertilizer availability, particularly to
developing countries, and to define the elements of an effective
international fertilizer policy,

Recognizing also that increasing availability and applications
of fertilizer in developing countries need to be promoted in
conjunction with the use of other inputs and rural services, and
taking into account the Conference resolutions on related in­
puts such as pesticides and seeds, •

I. Recommends that, during the current period of supply
shortages and high prices, the international organizations and
bilateral aid agencies significantly intensify their effort to meet
the needs of developing countries, particularly the least
deve!oped.and those most seriously affected by economic crisis,
by gJ~ng mcreas.e? material and financial support to the In­
l~matlOnal Fertilizer Supply Scheme and by stepping up
bilateral efforts, so as 10 bridge the gap in supply as estimated
by the Scheme from time to time;

2. Calls upon developed countries, international agencies
and others in a position to do so to extend assistance, in the
form o~ gran~ and concessional loans, to enable developing
countries to Import urgently needed fertilizers and raw
materials;

~ E/CONF. 65/4. paragraphs 66l!-67I.
. Report of the Preparatory Committee for the World Food

Conference on its third session. annex I.
• Conference resolutions X and XII.
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3. Recommends that the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development jointly organize a
programme to assist developing countries to improve the
efficiency of their fertilizer plant operations, in co-ordination
with agencies providing assistance for this purpose;

4. Urges international institutions, developed countries
and others in a position to do so to provide financial assistance,
technical assistance, technology and equipment on favourable
terms, to build required additional fertilizer production
capacities in appropriate developing countries that possess oil
and natural gas, phosphate rock and/or other natural resources
such as coal, and in other developing countries where specific
local factors justify such investments, and also to assist all
developing countries with storage facilities, distribution ser­
vices and other related infrastructures;

5. Requests that interested countries and parties actively
explore the possibilities for setting up co-operative ventures in
the fertilizer field among countries producing fertilizer raw
materials, countries with established fertilizer production in­
dustries and fertilizer-consuming countries, with a view to the
promotion of more economic and stable fertilizer production
and supply systems, and consider any other measures that may
be needed to channel adequate investments into the fertilizer
field;

6. Requests the FAO Commission on Fe~tilizers? in
collaboration with the States Members of the United Nations
and the other international organizations concerned such as the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization and the
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, to
undertake as a matter of urgency an authoritative analysis of
the long-term fertilizer supply and demand position in order to
provide the elements of e world fertilizer policy which would
include the over-all aim of avoiding cyclical imbalance
between supply and demand, help ensure that fertilizer p~ces
are stabilized at reasonable levels and would enable developing
countries to obtain fertilizers they need for their food and
agricultural production;

7. Requests that all countries introduce standards for en­
suring ferti1izer quality, a~d policies an~ measures fo.r ~he

promotion of the most effic[e~t a!1d effect~ve use of .a~adal)le
fertilizers, including the application of mineral fertilizers, as
well as alternative and additional sources of plant nutrients
such as organic fertilizers, legume cr~ps and other means of
biologically fixi.'1g nitrogen and recycling of wastes and ~m­
bining fertilizer use with other improved agricultural practices;
it also recommends that each fertilizer-consuming nation call
upon its citizens voluntarily to reduce non-critical uses of fer­
tilizer in order to make available more fertilizers for food
production in developing countries.

8. Recommends the intensification of international eife.rts
in the transfer of technical knowledge, particularly on the in­
termediate level, in order to increase production and to make
more effective use of fertilizers. including the improvement of
extension services and the training of farmers in an countries,
research on methods to augment soil fertility and plant growth
through the development of improved mineral fertilizers,
greater utilization of l~l1y ~~ailable pla~t nu~rients, ~nd of
different types of organic fertilizers, and biological fixation of
nitrogen, as wen as research on micro-elements and on ~ood

crop varieties that are efficient in the uptake of plant nutrients
from the soil.
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RESOLUTION IV

Foodandagricultural research, extension and training"

The WorldFoodConference,
Recalling General Assembly resolution 3202 (S-VI) of I May

1974, relating to the Programme of Action concerning the Es­
tablishment of a New International Economic Order, as
adopted,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 3168
(XXVIII) of 17 December 1973, by which the Assembly
requested the strengthening of economic, technical and scien­
tific co-operation among States,

Considering that co-ordinated basic and applied research
conducted in, or for the benefit of, the developing countries, in
all fields of food and agricultural development, both technical
and socio-economic, is vital to increasing food, agricultural and
fisheries production and the optimum utilization of resources,
and must therefore enjoy high priority at the national, regional
and internationallevels,

Expressing itsconcern at the inadequate amount ofbasic and
particularly of applied research directed to developing new
agricultural technology suited to the needs of developing
countries, especially tropical and sub-tropical areas; as well as
at weaknesses in adaptive research, training, and extension to
achieve more effective transfer and utilization of both existing
and new technology, especially in fields related to food
production and utilization under the local environmental,
agricultural, and socio-economic conditions in each country,

Noting that much of current research both lacks co-ordina­
tion and makes inadequate use of important information
already available from research in ecologically comparable
regions,

Recognizing that the paucity of trained technical personnel
at various levels required both for the conduct of research and
for the transmission of the results I)f research to agricultural
producers is a majo~ constraint in incre~sing agr.icult~ral

production; and recalling the recommendations on this subject
made by the First World Conference on Agricultural Educa­
tion and Training held at Copenhagen in 1970,

Affirmingitsconviction that strengthening research, technical
training, and the extension and dissemination of research
results to all agricultural and marine producers, and especially
to smallfarmers and fishermen in line with the national goals of
developing countries, must be accorded a priority merited by
its crucial role in providing new means of increasing food and
agricultural production,

1. Urges all Governments to evaluate the scop,e .and or­
ganization of their national agricultural research, traming, and
extension programmes, and their linkages with relevant
universities, international and regional institutions, and agro­
industry research efforts, with a view 10 laking all necessary
measures, including additional financial provision, to
strengthen national programmes to cover priority areas of food
and agricultural production more adequately, including inter
aliaenvironmental and socio-economic considerations;

2. Invites countries which enjoy a high level of develop­
ment of scientific agriculture to ensure that no onerous condi-

• Agriculture is taken here as including production of plants. live­
stock and fish.



tions or limitations are placed on the transfer of agricultural
technology, which might impede its ready acquisition and as­
similation by the developing countries;

3. Requests the concerned national, regional, and interna­
tional research institutions to intensify their efforts to examine
the possibilities of new as well as traditional food crop, live­
stock and fisheries production systems, and the potential for the
development of water resources and the efficient use of land,
water, fertilizer and other inputs for significantly increasing
food production in the developing countries; to improve the
nutritional quality of both conventional and non-conventional
foods; to investigate the problems connected with opening up
of new lands in the light of diverse land use requirements,
ecological and tenure systems and the need to conserve soil
fertility; and, in close co-operation with extension services, to
develop studies aimed at a better understanding of the mo­
tivation of the rural populace and, thus, to assist them in
improved participation in the benefits to be gained from the
applicationof research results;

4. Recommends the strengthening and expansion of
programmes relating to the survey, conservation and effective
utilization of agricultural resources, particularly of soil, water
and plant and animal genetic resources; and urges the rapid
establishment of a global network of plant genetic resource
centres and the extension of this to animal genetic resources;

5. Recommends the stepping-up of co-operative goal­
oriented basic research programmes, involving research centres
of developed countries, international and regional research
institutes, and suitable institutions in developing countries, on
problems relating to the development of appropriate tech­
nology for increasing productivity, improving marketing and
reducing costs of production; examples ofsuch research would
be: biological nitrogen fixation, utilization of solar and
geophysical energy, production physiology for raising yield
ceilings, plant introduction and genetic breeding using wide
germ plasm resources, and development of new human and
animal food sources;

6. Recommends that the concerned national and interna­
tional institutions intensify basic and applied research regard­
ing:

(a) The impact of different ecological conditions, par­
ticularly climate, weather, and their variability, on agricultural
production in various climatic zones and particularly in
tropical and climatically marginal (e.g, semi-arid and arid)
land areas;

(h) The application of meteorological information and
knowledge in planning agricultural research and land-use and
management systems, including the development ofalternative
cropping strategies to suit different weather conditions so as 10
minimize the adverse effects of aberrant weather and en­
courage production patterns in tune with the climatic potential;

7. Recommends the rapid expansion of applied research in
national, regional and international research centres, so as to
bring about a continuing rise in the economic yield and nutri­
tional value ofplants and farm animals, taking into account the
need to improve biological efficiency so as to economize in
inputs, without detriment to the long-term production poten­
tial ofspecific fanning systems;

8. Recommends that research, possibly on a regional basis,
00 undertaken in order to develop coastal fisheries and marine
and inland aquaculture to the fullest; and urges developed
fishing nations to provide developing countries with the neces­
sary technical assistance for the exploitation, management,
processing and marketing of these resources;

9, Recommends the following early action with a view to
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reinforcing and improving the co-ordination of research efforts
directed to these goalsand the rapid dissemination of results to
agricultural producers:

(a) That the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations undertake the systematic collection, and dis­
semination of data on current research, and the results of
research already carried out in the developing countries, and
that additional resources be provided for this purpose and for
permitting the exchange of experience and data between
existingcentres;

(h) That the resources of the Consultative Group on Inter­
national Agricultural Research, eo-sponsored by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United
Nations Development Programme, and the World Bank, be
substantially enlarged to enable it to augment the number and
scope of international and regional research programmes in
and for the developing countries, with the objective of
complementing and helping to strengthen research in the
developing countries through promoting co-operative research
networks, assisting in adaptive research at the national level
and in training programmes, and the dissemination of research
information at all levels; and further recommends that the
Technical Advisory Committee and the Consultative Group
study the feasibility of an international programme on the use
of remote sensingtechniques in agriculture, including the use
of data from earth resources satellites;

(c) That consideration be given by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations
Development Programme and the World Bank to establishing
a co-ordinated programme for the improvement of extension
systems;

(d) That extensive adaptive research programmes be
developed involving testing in farmers' fields the economic and
technical viability of new technology and thereby tailoring
recommendations to suit specific locations, fanning situations
and socio-economic conditions; and subsequently the or­
ganization of widespread on-farm demonstrations ranging
from small plot demonstrations to whole villages or water-shed
d~monstr~tions; and that whole village or other appropriate
pI!~t projects be developed and implemented jointly by
agn;;~~ltural and social scientists so as to bring about an under­
standing of the institutional end socio-economic requirements
of new technology;

(e) That priority be given to, and increased resources made
aV~il~ble for, the development of agzicultural education and
trammg at all levels, in order that the required training
programme~ can be provided including training of research
an~ exten~lOn w~rkers in management techniques, special
basic and m-se',"lce technical training for graduate and mid­
dle-level extension personnel, and farmers' training, including
pro~rammes f~r r~ral women and children, aiming at the
achleve~ent of.an. integrated educational system for the rural
population within an appropriate political and social
framework;

(j) ~at all countries co-operate in special measures aimed
at reducing the loss ofspecialized technical personnel from the
developing countries;

(g) ~at means. be found to facilitate the acquisition by
developtngcountnes, under favourable terms, of the equip­
ment required for agricultural research and experimental
development activities, including better access to the world's
germ plasm resources, and

(~) That to support these recommendations, national,
regional and in~ernational resources devoted to agricultural
r~arch, exten~lOn and training in and for developing coun­
tries should be increased severalfold in real terms by 1985.
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RESOLUTION V

Policies andprogrammesto improve nutrition

The WorldFoodConference,
Considering that large numbers of people, particularly the

less advantaged in many eo un tries, lack adeq uate and
appropriate food, resulting in adverse effects on their health,
their development and their ability to learn and work for basic
livelihood whereas overconsumption among' the affluent not
only impairs their health but also contributes to reducing the
food availability for less advantaged groups and, furthermore,
large food resources are used to feed animals,

Recognizing that malnutrition is closely linked to widespread
poverty and inadequate social and institutional structures, and
that its effects are aggravated by infectious diseases and the
lack of environmental sanitation, and that increased agricul­
tural production and increased incomes may not by themselves
lead to improved nutrition, and that, to this end, a more just
and equitable distribution of food and incomes is essential,
among nations as well as within countries among their various
social categories,

Recognizing that information on food consumption patterns
and on their consequences for the nutrition and health status of
the majority of the population in developing countries. is in­
sufficientand inadequate, and that improved knowledge about
how to prevent malnutrition through better use of available
food resources, including human milk, is essential,

Considering the relationship which often exists between child
and mother, malnutrition and too-close pregnancies,

Recognizing that food and nutritional aspects are generally
not sufficiently taken into account in the formulation of na­
tional development plans,

Considering the need for improving nutrition in all countries
and that the present consumption patterns of the affluent need
not be taken as a model,

Recommends:
l. That all Governments and the international community

as a whole, in pursuance of their determination to eliminate
within a decade hunger and malnutrition, formulate and in­
tegrate concerted food and nutritional plans and policies aim­
ing at the improvement of consumption patterns in their
socio-economic and agricultural planning, and fer that purpose
assess the character, extent and degree of malnutrition in a!l
socio-economic groups as well as the pre-conditions for
improving their nutritional status;

2. That the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, in co-operation with the World Health Or­
ganization, the United Nations Children's Fund. the World
Food Programme. the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the United Nations Development
Programme and the U~ited N.ations Education~l, Scie~tific

and Cultural Organization, assisted by the Protein Advisory
Group. prepare a project proposal fo~ .assisting Go~ernment~

to develop intersectoral food and nutntJ{~n pl~ns, t~IS proposal
to be communicated 10 the FAO Council at ItS mld-1975 ses­
sion through its Food and Nutrition Policy Com~ittee, and to
the governing bodies of the other interested agencies;

3. That Governments, with their own resources,
supplemented with food, financial and technical as~istance

from multilateral 0, bilateral external sources. and In close
co-operation with agricultural production pr,?&ram.mes, initi.ate
new or strengthen existing food and nutnuon intervention
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programmes, on a scale large enough to cover on a continuing
basis a substantial part of the vulnerable groups;

4. That Governments include nutrition education in the
curricula for educational programmes at all levels and that all
concerned in the fields of agriculture, health and general
education be appropriately trained to enable them to further
the nutrition education of the public within their respective
domains;

5. That Governments strengthen basic health, family well­
being and planning services and improve environmental con­
ditions, including rural water supplies, eliminate water-borne
diseases and provide treatment and rehabilitation of those
suffering from protein-energy malnutrition;

6. That Governments consider the key role of women and
take steps to improve their nutrition. their educational levels
and their working conditions, and to encourage them and
enable them to breast-feed their children;

7. That Governments review special feeding programmes
within the context of their food and nutrition strategies to
determine the desirability and the feasibility of undertaking
new programmes of that kind, or improving existing ones,
particularly amongst the vulnerable groups (children, pregnant
and nursing mothers), but also for school children, workers and
others; such programmes should promote increased local food
production and processing thereby stimulating local initiative
and employment and should also include an element of nutri­
tion-education;

8. That the international agencies, non-governmental
agencies and countries which are in a position to provide funds
and foods for this purpose. should provide assistance to
Governments who request such aid in order to introduce in the
period 1975-76,emergency programmes for the supplementary
feeding of a substantial number of malnourished children,
giving due attention to basic health and other essential services
for the welfare of all children at risk;

9. That Governments should explore the desirability and
the feasibility of meeting nutrient deficiencies, through for­
tification of staples or other widely-consumed foods, with
amino-acids, protein concentrates, vitamins and minerals, and
that, with the assistance of the World Health Organization in
co-operation with other organizations concerned, should es­
tablish a world-wide control programme aimed at substantially
reducing deficiencies ofvitamin A, iodine, iron/folate, vitamin
D, riboflavin, and thiamine as quickly as possible;

10. That the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, in association with other international and
non-governmental organizations concerned, undertake an in­
ventory of vegetable food resources other than cereals, such as
roots, tubers, legumes, vegetables and fruits, including also
those from unconventional sources, and that it study the pos­
sibility of increasing their production and consumption, par­
ticularly in countries where malnutrition prevails;

11. That Governments take action to strengthen and
modernize consumer education services, food legislation and
food control programmes and the relevant aspects ofmarketing
practices, aiming at the protection of the consumer (avoiding
false and misleading information from mass-media and com­
mercial fraud), and that they increase their support of the
Codex Alimentarius Commission;

12. That the joint FAO/WHO food contamination moni­
toring programme, in co-operation with the United Nations
Environment Programme, be further developed in order to
provide early information to the national authorities for
appropriate action;



13. That a global nutrition surveillance system be es­
tablished by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the World Health Organization and the Unit­
ed Nations Children's Fund to monitor the food and nutrition
conditions of the disadvantaged groups of the population at
risk, and to provide a method of rapid and permanent assess­
ment ofall factors which influence food consumption patterns
and nutritional status;

14. That Governments consider establishing facilities and
funds fer applied nutrition research related to economic, cul­
tural, social and medical aspects of production, processing,
preservation, storage, distribution and utilization of food and
that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the World Health Organization and the United Na­
tions Children's Fund arrange for an internationally co-or­
dinated programme in applied nutritional research including
establishing priorities, identifying appropriate research centres
and generating the necessary fundings:

15. That, wherever practicable, Governments should as­
sociate non-governmental organizations whose programmes
include nutrition-related activities, with their nutritional
efforts, particularly in the areas of food and nutrition
programmes, nutrition education and feeding programmes for
the most vulnerable groups.

RESOLUTION VI

Worldsoilcharterand landcapability assessment

The WorldFoodConference, .
Noting that land resources are limited and that of the total

land area of the world only a small percentage is currently used
to feed the world population which is likely to double by the
end of the century,

Consideringtbat meeting the food requirements ofmankind,
including the eradication of malnutriticn, entails:

The intensification of crop production including multiple
cropping, wherever this can be safely accomplished,

The bringing into cultivation of new lands, wherever con­
ditions for sustained cropping prevail, with a view to con­
siderably increasing the land areas used for food produc­
tion,

The establishment and better utilization of grasslands,
Conscious o/the dangers of soil degradation resulting from

inadequate measures for intensifying crop production and
grazing, particularly in areas which are exposed to water and
wind erosion, or salinity and alkalinity,

1. Recommends that Governments apply appropriate soil
protection and conservation techniques in conjunction with the
measures they take to intensify crop production and grazing
and bring new lands into cultivation;

2. Recommends that the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations. the United Nations Educational.
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the United Nations
Environment Programme. in co-operation with the World
Meteorological Organization. and other competent interna­
tional organizations. and in consultation with Governments
concerned. prepare without delay an assessment of the lands
that can still be brought into cultivation. taking proper account
of forestry for the protection of catchment areas of land
required for alternative uses. Such an assessment should take
into account primarily the hazards of irreversible soil
degradation as well as the order of magnitude of costs and
agricultural and other inputs required;

to

3. Urges that the Food and Agriculture Organization ofthe
United Nations select the most appropriate ways and means to
establish a World Soil Charter which would be the basis for an
international co-operation towards the most rational use of the
world's land resources.

RESOLUTION VII

Scientific water management: irrigation, drainageand flood
control

The World FoodConference,
Recognizing the vital role of water in agricultural develop­

ment and consequently the importance of completing projects
under construction, improving existing irrigation systems and
developing new irrigation facilities in developing countries,

Recognizing that extending the area under assured irrigation
has become particularly urgent, since variability in weather
and climate is becoming an increasingly important factor in
influencing the world food situation,

Noting that considerable ground and surface water resources
are yet to be exploited and that available evidence on
benefit/cost is favourable to their development and utilisation,

Noting that a large number of irrigation schemes are
operating at low levels of efficiency,

Noting also that extensive irrigated areas have gone out of
cultivation or their production capabilities have been reduced
due to waterlogging, salinity and alkalinity,

Noting that colossal damage to crops due to floods has
become an increasingly recurring phenomenon in some
regions, calling for urgent action with respect to control
measures,

Noting that efficient water conservation and use will be es­
sential for increasing agricultural production in semi-arid and
arid! areas, as well as for desert spread control,

Considering that the principal obstacles to fully exploiting
the potential water resources and adopting effective drainage
and flood control measures are shortage of financial resources,
equipment and trained manpower, to ensure regional
cooperation and to evolve ecologically sound policies,

1. Recommends urgent action to be taken by Governments
and international agencies such as the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the World Me­
teorological Organization to implement the following:

(a) Wherever needed, exhaustive surveys on climatic,
hydrological and irrigation potential, hydropower potential
and desert spread;

(b) Rapid expansion of irrigation capacities in areas where
surface-water and/or ground-water reserves are available for
rational exploitation, so as to facilitate both the improvement
of productivity and intensity of cropping;

(c) .Development of techniques for the safe utilization of
brackish water for food production in areas where sweet sur­
face/ground-water is not available;

(d) R~~mation of areas affected by waterlogging, salinity
and alkalinity and prevention ofsalinization of irrigated areas;

(e) Identification of ground-water resources, exploration of
the economic feasibility of using non-conventional sources of
water a.nd research and development efforts in the most
economical use of water with such techniques as drip and
sprinlderirrigation in arid areas where shortage ofwater, rather
than land, is the limiting factor in crop production;

(j) S~>und exploitation of ground-water resources, water
harvesting and conservation in the soil profile and in run-off
farm ponds together with techniques for the efficient use of the
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water thus made available in semi-arid and in drought-prone
areas;

(g) Flood protection and flood control measures, including
watershed management and soil conservation, to mitigate the
damage to crops in ~gh rainfall and flood-prone areas, and to
rende~, where feasible, the flood-free period into a major
croppmg season through development of lift irrigation and
ground-water exploitation;

(h) Establishment of suitable drainage systems and
appropriate steps to control salinity in swampy areas as well as
in areas exposed to tidal inundation;

(i) Application of all necessary measures and development
of techniques to combat desert spread;

2. Calls on international institutions and bilateral and
multilateral aid agencies to provide substantially increased ex­
ternal assistance to enable the developing countries to under­
take rapidly action set out under paragraph 1 above;

3. Urges Governments and international agencies to assess,
and make appropriate arrangements for meeting, the energy
requirements for irrigation and to encourage intensive research
on using solar hydroelectric power, gee-thermal and wind
energy in agricultural operations;

4. Urges Governments and international agencies to
strengthen and where necessary to initiate national and
regional research and training in all aspects of water tech­
nology related to specific farming systems and to improve the
administration and management of water delivery systems.

RESOLUTION VIII

Womenandfood

The World FoodConference,
Considering that the major part of the required increase in

food production must occur in the developing countries if the
present tragedy of starvation and malnutrition for uncounted
millions is not to continue,

Recognizing that rural women in the developing world ac­
count for at least fifty per cent of food production,

Knowing that women everywhere generally play the major
role in procurement and preparation of food consumed by their
families,

Recognizing the important role of the mother in the health
development of future generations through proper lactation
and furthermore that mothers in most cultures are the best
source of food for their very young children,

Reaffirming the importance of the World Health Assembly
resolution on lactation in May this year.

I. Calls on all Governments to involve women fully in the
decision-making machinery for food production and nutrition
policies as part of a total development strategy;

2. Calls on all Governments to provide to women in law and
in fact the right to full access to all medical and social services,
particularly special nutritious food for mothers and the means
to space their children to allow maximum lactation. as well as
education and information essential to the nurture and growth
of mentally and physically healthy children;

3. Calls on all Governments to include in their plan
provision for education and training for women on an equal
basis with men in food production and agricultural technology.
marketing and distribution techniques, as well as to put at their
disposal consumer. credit and nutrition information;
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4. Calls 01'1 all Governments to promote equal rights and re­
sponsibilities for men and women in order that the energy.
talent and ability ofwomen can be fully utilized in partnership
with men in the battle against world hunger.

RESOLUTION IX

Achievement ofa desirable balancebetween populationandfood
supply

The WorldFoodConference,
Recognizing that the increasing demand for food is related in

particular to the unprecedented population growth, which has
doubled the world's population in a single generation,
Real~ing that despite improved agricultural technology, an

appreclllbl~ share of the human r~~ continues to be seriously
undernounshed, and that many millions face actual starvation,

Bearing in mind that land and water resources are limited
and further that, due to underdevelopment ofsuch resources in
developing countries, it is becoming increasingly difficult to
meet the food needs ofa rapidly growing world population,

Recalling that in recent months in Bucharest a consensus was
reached on a World Population Plan of Action,'

Stressing that the increases in supply of food can be achieved
only by economic development,

Nowcalls on all Governments and on people everywhere not
o~y to mak~ every possi~le effort to grow and equitably dis­
tribute sufficient f~d and income so that all human beings may
have an adequate diet - short-range goal which priority and the
best techniques m.ight make possible - but also to support, for a
longer-term ~lution, ration~ population policies ensuring to
C<?uples the right to determine the number and spacing of
births, freely and responsibly, in accordance with national
needs within the context of an over-all development strategy.

RESOLUTION X

Pesticides"

The Wol'id FoodConference.
Recognizing that pesticides are in short supply, particularly

~n deve~opingcountrie~, and are important inputs for improv­
mg agricultural and livestock production. storage and dis­
tribution, and conditions of health,

Recognizing the need for adequate measures to ensure the
production and supply of appropriate pesticides and applica­
tion equipment at reasonable prices and to increase the
efficiencyof pesticide use,

Noting the urgent need to examine alternative methods of
pest control, including cultural practices and biological control,

1. Recommends that international co-ordination be es­
tablished to facilitate, for developing countries or their com­
mon control organizations, and with a maximum assurance
und7r.favourable c:conomic condit.ions, the supply ofnecessary
pesticides and equipment and advice on their efficient and safe

'Report of the United Nations World Population Confer­
I ence (United Nations publication. Sales No. E. 75. XlII. 3). part one.
chapter I.

• Includes insecticides. herbicides. fungicides, acaricides, roden­
ticides.avicides,growth regulators and other pest control measures.



use, including wherever possible the encouragement of lo.cal
manufacture, and the establishment of adequate revolving
reserve stocks to cater for any emergencies;

2. Recommends a co-ordinated programme, including the
necessary elements of supply, information, training, rese~ch
and quality control, to increase the efficiency of protection
measures;

3. Recommends a strong continuing programme ofresearch
into the mechanism of resistance in both plants and pests,
especially in tropical and sub-tropical areas,. on the d.evelop­
men! of integrated pest management for major croppmg sys­
tems, and on the residual effects of pesticides in soils, water,
crops, livestock, environment and human habitat;

4. Calls 011 the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations in co-operation with the United Nations En­
vironment Programme, the World Health Organi~tio?- and
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization to
convene on an urgent basis an ad hoc consultation, including
member Governments and industry, to recommend ways and
means to give effect to the intentions of the present resolution,
including the supply-demand information that the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations has been
collecting, the investment required in pesticides and equipment
supply, the standardization of regulatory procedures and en­
vironmental rules and the examination of alternative methods
ofpest control, and to take follow-up action.

RESOLUTION XI

Programmefor the controlofAfrican animal trypanosomiasis

The WorldFoodConference,

Recognizing the importance of African animal
trypanosomiasis as a ~ajor Iimitin~ fa~tor to. rural .develop­
ment in general and animal production In particular ID a large
number of African countries,

Taking note that progress in trypanosomiasis and tsetse
control techniques now makes possible the implementation of
large-scale operations,

Recognizing that the effective implementation of an inter­
nationally co-ordinated programme for control of African
animal trypanosomiasis could open up vast areas of land for
animal and crop production thus providing the potential for
,\I'~atly increased animal protein and other food supplies both
tJ overcome deficits in the African continent and to provide
surpluses for export,

Recognizing the socio-economic benefits which would accrue
to rural populations from such a programme, including a sig­
nificant contribution to the control of human trypanosomiasis,

Taking note that trypanosomiasis and tsetse control should
be considered as the first phase of an integrated plan of
economic development to be followed by projects covering
appropriate land, water and forestry conservation and utiliza­
tion, including pasture improvement, livestock management,
animal health, livestock marketing and processing, as well as
training in their various fields,

I. Recommends that the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations concerned, interested international
organizations and specialized research institutes, and with the
support ofbilateral and multilateral assistance agencies, launch
as a matter of urgency a long-term programme for the control
ofAfrican animal trypanosomiasis as a project of high priority;

2. Calls for immediate establishment of a small co-or­
dinating unit at FAO Headquarters to start the first phase of the
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programme devoted to training, pilot field control projects and
applied research, in preparation for future large-scale opera­
tions;

3. Recommends that the Food and Agricultu~e Organiza­
tion of the United Nations take immediately the necessary
steps to mobilize the funds and services required for the
programme.

RESOLUTION XII

Seed industrydevelopment"

Recognizing the urgent need to increase agricultural
production in many countries to meet world-wide food
demand,

Recognizing the importance which a secured supply ofviable
seeds ofhigh genetical and physical purity ofhigh-yielding and
adapted varieties has to increasing crop production and
productivity,

Affirmingtherefore that the development of seed industries
should be given high priority in national agricultural develop­
ment strategies,

Stressing that some countries experiencing frequent emer­
gencies such as drought, flooding, typhoons, et cetera, which
cause severe crop damage, will have to establish adequate
regional and/or national seed reserve stocks to satisfy the need
of adequate seed supplies for the subsequent season,

Stressing the increasing international linkages in crop
research and in the trade ofseeds and the need to guard against
introduction ofseed-borne pests and diseases,

I. Urges the Governments of developing countries to make
short- and long-term commitments of manpower, institutional
and financial resources for seed industry development in their
national agricultural development plans;

2. Requests interested countries and parties to introduce
policies and measures for the production, processing, quality
control, distribution, marketing, legislation, promotion and
education of'farmers in the utilization of quality seed;

3, Recommends that the international assistance of the
FAO Seed Industry Development Programme be
strengthened, so that national seed production and utiliz~t~on
efforts, both for domestic use and export, including the training
of competent technical and managerial manpower, C,'O be
furthered to meed demands.

RESOL! JTION XIII

International Fund for Agricultural Development

The World FoodCOnference,
Recognizing the need for a substantial increase in investment

in agriculture for increasing food and agricultural production
in the developing countries,

Recognizing that provision ofan adequate supply and proper
utilization of food are the common responsibility of all
members of the international community; and

Recognizing further that the prospects of the world food
situation call for urgent and co-ordinated measures by all
countries,

• "Seed" in this resolution refers to both sexually and vegetatively
propagated planting materials.
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Resolves that:

1. An Intema~onal .Fund ~or Agricultural Development
should. be established Immediately to nuance agricultural
development projects primarily for food production in the
developingcountries;

.2. All de~eloped .c?untries an~ all those developing coun­
tries that are In a position to contribute to this Fund should do
so on a voluntary basis;

3.. '!he Fund should be administered by a Governing Board
~nslSting~f r~presentati~esof contributing developed coun­
tries, ~ntnbu~ng ~evelopm~ ~un~ies, and potential recipient
countnes, taking into consideratioa the need for ensurins
equitab.le distribu~on of representation amongst these thre~
categories~nd regional balance amongst the potential recipient
representations;

4. The disbursements from the Fund should be carried out
through existing international and/or regional institutions in
accordance with the regulations and criteria to be established
by the Governing Board;

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations should be
requested to convene urgently a meeting of all interested
countries, mentioned in paragraph 3 above, and institutions to
work out the details, including the size of, and commitments to,
the Fund;

6. The Fund should became operative as soon as the
Secretary-General of the United Nations determines, in con­
sulta~o?~th representatives o~ the countries having pledged
contnbu~ons to.~e Fund, that It holds promise of generating
substantial additional resources for assistance to developing
cou~tri~and that its operations have a reasonable prospect of
conunuity.

RESOLUTION XIV

Reduction ofmilitary expendituresfor tile purposeofincreasing
food production

The WorldFoodConference,
Recalling General Assembly resolution 3180 (XXVIII),

which stipulates that the principal purpose of the World Food
Conference is to devise ways and means by which the interna­
tional community as a whole may deal concretely with the
world food problem,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 3121
(XXVIII), establishing that the contributions to the World
Food Programme must be augmented by substantial additional
contributions from other sources,

Stressing heading 2 "Food" of General Assembly resolution
3202 (VI), entitled "Programme of Action on the Establish­
ment ofa New International Economic Order",

Considering also General Assembly resolutions 2667 (XXV),
2831 (XXVI) and 3075 (XXVIII), entitled "Economic and
social consequences of the armaments race and its extremely
harmful effects on world peace and security",

Recallingalso General Assembly resolution 3093 (XXVIII),
entitled "Reduction of the military budgets of States per­
manent members of the Security Council by 10 per cent and
utilization of part of tile funds thus saved to provide assistance
to developing countries",

Noting FAO resolution 3/73 which recognize.. that the
guaranteeing ofworld food security is the joint responsibility of
the entire international community,
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Considering with eoncem that there is a severe world food
crisis which must be confronted energetically by all States,

Recallingwith equal concern that the Report ofthe Group of
~xperts on Disarmament and Development (A/9770) es­
tunates th~t mo~~ than 200 thousand million dollars are spent
annually tor military purposes, which shows the enormous
disproportion between the militarv expenditures and the
present goals of agriculture development aid,

Callson the States participating in the Conference to take the
necessary measures for the most rapid implementation of the
r~lutions~f the Ge~~ral Assembly and other organn of the
United Nations pertaining to the reduction of military expen­
ditures for the purpose of development, and to allocate a
growing proportion of the sums so released to the financing of
food production in developing countries and the establishment
of reserves to deal with emergency cases.

RESOLUTION XV

Fooaaid to victimsofcolonial warsin Africa

The WorldFoodConference,
Recallingresolution 3118 (XXVIII) of the General Assembly

of th~ Unite~ N~tions regarding assistance to populations in
colomal Temtones and other relevant United Nations resolu­
tions,

Recallingresolution 1892 (LVII) of the Economic and Social
Council on the implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Noting with satisfaction the decisions adopted by the
twenty~fifthand twenty-sixth sessions ofthe Intergovernmental
<;.ormmt~eeo~ th~ World Food Programme for providing as­
sistance m all Its rorms to these Territories,

Be~ringin mind the progr~ss~chievedso far in the process of
to~ independence of Territories under Portuguese adminis­
tration,

Takingi11.1o aceo"?t~e repressive measures em ployed by the
former fascist-colonialist Portuguese regime during the wars of
national liberation in Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique and An­
gola,

Gravely concerned about the destruction and devastation of
!·,e agricultural potential of these countries and the serious
food shortage prevailing in these countries,

Aware that the populations in these countries have been
deprived in the past of any assistance from the United Nations
or from the United Nations family of organizations due to the
former Portuguese policy,

1. Requests the Director-General of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the
Executive Director of the World Food Programme to take
i~ediat~ action to intensify food aid to the populations of
Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, Mozambique, Angola Sao Tome
and Principe; ,

2. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and.all the executive heads of organizations witain the United
Nations system to take all necessary measures to assist the
nation~ liberation movements or the governments of these
countries ~o formulate a comprehensive plan of national
reconstruction:

3. Invites all Governments and non-governmental or­
gani~tions to give ~h~ir assistance to compensate for the
manifold damage ansmg out of the struggles for national
liberation.



RESOLUTION XVI

G/abolInformation and Early Warning System on Food and
Agriculture

The WorldFood Conference,
Recognizing that the capacity of Governments to take

prompt and appropriate measures to deal with food shortages
would be enhanced by the furnishing by all countries of timely
and .adequate informatil;)8 CC?ncerning the current and pros­
pective crop and food Situation, an«' further recognizing the
growing interdependence of countries in this respect,

Stressing the urgent need for establishing on a world-wide
basis a food information and early warning system which
would aim <It (a) identifying countries and regions where acute
~ood.shortages and.m~utrition problems are thought to be
~ent; (b) momtcnng world food supply-demand condi­
tions s~ as to enable Governments to take timely and
app~pn~te measures; and (c) contributing to the effective
functioning of we proposed International Undertaking on
World Food Security,

Recognizing the important role of a comprehensive and
timely Ilow of information and forecasts on the situation and
prospects for agricultural production, import requirements
expo~ availabili~ies, livestock health, inputs and trade i~
mee~g the re~ul1'Cments of world food security and market
stabili!y, at equitable and remunerative prices in a constantly
changingfood and agriculture situation,

Noting th~t a world information system requires a regular
supply of reliable reports and observations,

Recognizing that the areas most severely affected by food
shortages, for which it is particularly important to have timely
and adequate information, are often those which do (lot posses's
~e necessary resources and techniques to supply the informa­
non n~~ed for the proper functioning of the system and
re~gnlZlng also that the problem of inadequate food infor­
mation and data collection in developing countries is largely a
result of inadequate institutions,

Noting th~t the Go\'~rnments of all major food producing
an.d ~nsumIDg ~untn~s have expressed their willingness in
principle to participate ID expanding the existing information
arrangement;s into a. more comprehensi 'e and global system,
~nd also ~otmg the Importance of strengthening the informa­
tlo~ funetlO~of the Food an~ Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the International Wheat Council and other
international organizations concerned with food and agricul­
ture,

Welcomi~g t~e action bei~g taken by the Food and Agricul­
~re Org~l'Uzation of the U~lted Nations to strengthen its food
information and early warmng systems following a decision by
the FAO Conference in 1973.

1. Resolves that a Global Information and Early Warning
System on Food and Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as the
"System") should be established and agrees that the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations is the most
appropriate organization to operate and supervise the system;

2: Requ~sts ~e Food an~ Agr~cultureOrganization of the
United Nations, IDco-operation With other concerned interna­
tional organizations, particularly the International Wheat
COll.nci:. to formulate arrangements necessary for the es­
tablishment of the System, and to submit them for final
approval by Governments participating in the System;

3. Requests all Governments to participate in the System
and extend full co-operation, on a voluntary and regular basis,

by furnishing as much current information and as many
forecasts as possible, including current information and
forecasts obtained from the statistics and regular studies which
are published, initially on basic food products, including in
particular wheat, rice, coarse grains, soybeans, and livestock
products and, to the extent practicable, other important food
products and other relevant aspects of their food supply and
demand situation affecting world food security, such as prices
and production of inputs and equipment required for agricul­
tural production, the food mdustry and livestock health, taking
account of and respecting in full the sovereign rights of
Governments in this regard;

4. Requests Governments to take steps, where necessary, to
amplify and otherwise improve their data collection and dis­
semination services in these fields; and further requests the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the
World Meteorological Organization, the World Health Or­
ganization and the Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics
and other multilateral andbilateral sources to urgently assist
interestedGovernments with technical and financial assistance
on particular aspects in strengthening existing arrangements
for data collection and dissemination in the fields of food
prod~ction, nutritional levels at various income levels, input
supplies, meteorology and crop/weather relationships, on a
national or regional level as appropriate, and to co-ordinate
this action with that of the World Food Council provided for in
Co~erence resolution XXII on arrangements for follow-up
action;

5. Requests that the information thus collected be fully
analysed and disseminated periodically to all participating
Governments, for their exclusive use; it being understood that,
where requested, certain information provided by Govern­
ments woul~ be disseminated in aggregate form particularly in
order to aVOId unfavourable market repercussions;

6. ~equ~sts the World Meteorological Organization, in eo­
opc.:ratlon ~th the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
Urnted Nations (a) to provide, as a part of the System, regular
assessments of current and recent weather on the basis of the
information presently assembled throuah the World Weather
Watch, so as to identify agriculturallytlsignificant changes in
we~ther patt.ems; (b~ to ~xpand and establish joint research
~roJects particularly ID and and semi-arid areas, and to inves­
b~ate weather/crop relationships taking account ofthe effect of
soil t.U0isture.conditions; (c) to strengthen the present global
weather .momtoring ~yst,ms in regard to the adequacy of me­
teorolo.gIcal observations, and the data processing systems, at
the national an~ regional levels, in order to make them directly
r~levant to agricultural needs; and (d) ,0 encourage investiga­
bons.~n the assessment of the probability of adverse weather
COnditions occur~ng in various agricultural areas, and on a
better understanding of the causes 01'climatic variations.

RESOLUTION XVII

International Undertaking on World Foot/Security

The World Food Conference,

~tressing the urgent. need to e.nsure availability at all times of
adcq~teworld supplies of baSIC food-stuffs, particularly so as
to.avoid acute food short~ges in the event of widespread crop
failure, natural or other disasters, to sustain a steady expansion
?f food consumption in co~ntri~s with low levels of per capita
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~ec~gnizillg that very low levels of world food stocks,
primarilycereals, pose a serious threat to consumption levels
and make the world too dependent on the vagaries ofweather,

Welcoming the progress already made through the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations towards
developing a common approach for attaining the objectives of
world food security, and noting that all major food producing
and consumingcountries support these objectives,

Reaffirming the common responsibility of the entire inter­
national community in evolving policies and arrangements
designed to ensure world food security. and in particular in
maintaining adequate national or regional stocks as envisaged
in the proposed International Undertaking on World Food
Security,

Recognizing that universal participation of all producing and
consuming countries is essential for the achievement of the
global objectivesof world food security, and stressing the im­
portance of adherence to the objectives, policies and guidelines
of the proposed International Undertaking by all Govern­
ments, taking account of its voluntary nature and the sovereign
rights of nations,

Recognizing the difficultiescurrently faced especially by the
developing countries in building up stocks through lack of
adequate domestic supplies in excess of current consumption
needs, the present high prices of foodgrains in world markets
and the constraints imposed by serious balance of payments
difficulties, which require an immediate increase in the food
production of the developed countries while the developing
countries are simultaneously assisted to increase their food
production and build up their own stocks,

l. Endorses the objectives, policies and guidelines as set out
in the textof the proposed International Undertaking on World
Food Security," invites all Governments to express their
readiness to adopt them and urges all Governments to co­
operate in bringing into operation the proposed International
Undertaking as soon as possible;

2. Calls for the early completion by the Food and Agricul­
ture Organization of the United Nations of the operational and
other practical arrangements required for the implementation
of the proposed International Undertaking, including the
examination of practical economic and administrative
problems involved;

3. InvitesGovernments of all major food, primarily cereals,
producing,consuming and trading countries to enter as soon as
possibleinto discussions in appropriate international fora, with
a view to accelerating the implementation of the principles
contained in the proposed International Undertaking on
World Food Security, and also with a view to studying the
feasibility of establishing grain reserves to be located at
strategic points;

4. Urges Governments and the concerned international
and regional organizations to provide the necessary technical,
financial and food assistance, in the form of grants or on
specially favourable terms, to develop and implement
appropriate national food stocks policies in developing coun­
tries, including the extension of storage and transport facilities,
within the, ,,-; -rities of their national development programme,
so that these .ountries are in a position to participate effectively
in a world food security policy.

, E/CONF. 65/4. chapter 14.annex A.
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RESOLUTION XVIII

An improvedpolicyfor food aid

The WorldFoodConference.
,";,I!cognizing that, while the ultimate solution to the problem

of food shortages in developing countries lies in increased
production in these countries, during the interim period food
aid on a grant basis and any additional food transfers on con­
cessional or agreed-upon terms to developing countries will
continue to be needed, primarily for meeting emergency and
nutritional needs, as well as for stimulating rural employment
through development projects,

Stressing the importance of evolving a longer-term food aid
policy to ensure a reasonable degree of continuity in physical
supplies, -

Noting that, contrary to earlier expectations, the year 1974
has failed to bring the good harvest needed for the replenish­
ment of stocks and the re-establishment of reasonable degree
of security in world food supplies, and expressing concern that
most developing countries will not be able to finance their
increased food import bills in the immediate period ahead,

Stressing that food aid should be provided in forms con­
sonant with the sovereign rights of nations, neither interfering
with the development objectives of recipient countries nor im­
posingthe political objectives of donor countries upon them,

Emphasizingfurther the paramount importance of ensuring
that food aid isprovided in forms which are voluntary in nature
and are consistent with the agricultural development plans of
recipient countries, with the ultimate aim of promoting their
long-termdevelopment efforts and ensuring that it does not act
as a disincentive to local production and cause adverse reper­
cussionson the domestic market or international trade, in par­
ticularof developing countries,

Taking note with interest of the work of the General As­
sembly at its twenty-ninth session on the subject of
strengthening the Officeof the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, in particular in relation to disaster preparedness
and pre-disaster planning,

Recognizing the need to increase the resources of the World
Food Programme, so as to enable it to play a greater and more
effective role in rendering development assistance to develop­
ing countries in promoting food security and in emergency
operations, and also recognizing the need to increase the
resourcesof the United Nations Children's Fund, to enable it to
play a greater role in meeting the food needs of children in
emergencyoperations,

I. Affirms the need for continuity of a minimum level of
food aid in physical terms, in order to insulate food aid
programmes from the effects of excessive fluctuations in
production and prices;

2. Recommends that all donor countries accept and
implement the concept of forward planning of "food aid,"
make all efforts to provide commodities and/or financial as­
sistance that will ensure in physical terms at least 10 million
tonsof grains as food aid a year, starting from 1975,and also to
provide adequate quantities of other food commodities;

3. Requests that interested cereals-exporting and importing
countriesas well as current and potential financial contributors
meet as soon as possible to take cognizance of the needs and to
consider ways and means to increase food availability and
financing facilities during 1975 and 1976 for the affected
developingcountries and, in particular, for those most seriously
affectedby the current food problem;



4. Urges all donor countries to (a) channel a more sig­
nificant proportion of food aid through the World Food
Programme, (h) consider increasing progressively the g~ant

component in their bilateral food aid programmes, (c) consider
contributing part ofany food aid repayments to supplementary
nutrition programmes and emergency relief, and (d) provide, as
appropriate, to food aid programmes additional cash resources
for commodity purchases from developing countries to the
maximum extent possible;

5. R commends that the Intergovernmental Committee of
the WO/IdFood Programme, reconstituted as recommended in
Conference resolution XXII on arrangements for follow-up
action, be entrusted with the task of formulating proposals for
more effective co-ordination of multilateral, bilateral and
non-governmental food aid programmes and of co-ordinating
emergency food aid;

6. Recommends that Governments, where possible, ear­
mark stocks or funds for meeting international emergency
requirements, as envisaged in the proposed International Un­
dertaking on World Food Security, and further recommends
that international guidelines for such emergency stocks be
developed as a part of the proposed Undertaking to provide for
an effective co-ordination of emergency stocks r-nd to ensure
that food relief reaches the neediest and most vulnerable
groups in developing countries;

7. Recommends that a part of the proposed emt:rgency
stocks be placed at the' disposal of the World Food Programme,
on a voluntary basis, in order to increase its capacity to render
speedy assistance in emergency situations.

RESOLUTION XIX

internationaltrade, stabilization and agricultural adjustment

The WorldFoodConference.
Recognizing the interrelationship between the world food

problem and international trade, and the role which interna­
tional trade based on mutual and equitable benefits can play in
solving the world food problem, including its development
aspects,

Bearing illmind that the instability in the world agricultural
markets as reflected in excessive fluctuations of prices and the
uncertainty about availability of agricultural products in world
markets benefits neither the producer nor the consumer coun­
tries and has negative impacts on their economies, particularly
those of the developing countries,

Bearing in mind also that this instability seriously affects the
planning of export opportunities and of import requirements,

Considering the need for stability in world markets for food,
taking full account in this respect of the interests of developing
importing countries which cannot afford high prices for their
imports, and the interests of developing exporting countries to
have increased access to markets for their exports, and recalling
in this connexion the International Development Strategy for
the Second United Nations Development Decade and the
United Nations General Assembly Programme of Action on
the Establishment of a New International Economic Order,

Recognizing the role of on-going activities of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the International Wheat
Council and other international organizations which have a
direct or indirect concern with the questions of expansion and
access to markets and pricing policy,

Emphasizing the urgent need for food deficit developing
countries to have available food imports at stable and
reasonable prices,

Endorsing the view that increasing interdependence of the
economies of individual countries necessitates a global concept
of agricultural adjustment,

Bearing in mind that the international trade of agricultural
and especially food products has been restricted by various
tariff and non-tariff barriers as well as by other restrictions
which impose a heavy burden on the balance of payments,
particularly of developing countries and that these problems
have been aggravated by inflation and monetary crises,

Bearing in mind that the foreign exchange earnings of the
majority of developing countries are predominantly dependent
on exports of agricultural and food products and recognizing
that the share of these developing countries in the world
agricultural exports, already modest, is continuously declining,

Bearing alsoin mind that the provision of agricultural inputs
at reasonable and stable prices has a fundamental effect upon
enhancing stability in the markets of agricultural products ex­
ported by developing countries,

Underlining the importance of national measures such as
agrarian reforms, market organization, development of infra­
structure et cetera, for allowing the benefit of possibilities
created by trade expansion to accrue to the poorer sections of
the rural population,

l. Calls uponall Governments to co-operate in promoting
a steady and increasing expansion and liberalization of world
trade with special reference to food products and an
improvement in the welfare and living standards ofall peoples,
in particular those of developing countries; accordingly,
requests all Governments to co-operate, inter alia, towards the
progressive reduction or abolition of obstacles to trade and all
discriminatory practices taking into account the principle of
most-favoured nation treatment as applicable in the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and towards the improvement
of the international framework for the conduct of world trade;
to these ends, co-ordinated efforts shall be made to solve in an
equitable way the trade problems of all countries taking into
account the specific trade problems of the developing coun­
tries;

2. Urges Governments to take measures aimed at securing
additional benefits for the international trade of developing
countries so as to achieve a substantial increase in their foreign
exchange earnings, the diversification of their exports, the ac­
celeration of the rate of growth of their trade, taking into
account their development needs, an improvement in the pos­
sibilities for these countries to participate in the expansion of
world trade and a balance more favourable to developing
countries in the sharing of the advantages resulting from this
expansion, through, in the largest possible measure, a sub­
stantial improvement in the conditions of access for the
produc~ of interest to the developing countries and, wherever
appropriate, measures designed to attain stable, equitable and
remunerative prices particularly for food and agricultural
products;

3. Calls upon all Governments to co-operate in taking
measures to prevent speculative practices aimed at de­
stabilizationof markets and attaining of extra profits;

4. Calls upon Governments to devise in the appropriate
orga.~tions,effective steps for dealing with the problem of
stabilizing world markets, particularly in respect of food-stuffs
~d spe~ally t~l'Ough international arrangements aimed, i~ter
alia, at mcreasmg food production, particularly in developmg
countries, alleviating food shortages, ensuring food security,
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and promoting prices which are remunerative to producers and
fair to consumers, and which give particular attention to the
interests ofdeveloping countries as importers and exporters;

5. Urges the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development to intensify its efforts in considering new
approaches to international commodity problems and policies
and in elaborating further the proposals for an over-all in­
tegrated programme for commodities, with particular
reference tc ...od-stuffs, to give priority consideration to
recomme- 'HIS including a time-table of work for
approph~ .•In at an early date;

6. Requests the responsible international bodies to give the
highest possible priority to speed up the consultations and
negotiations within agreed time-limits for reaching agreements
on reduction or elimination of barriers to and restrictions on
international trade and enabling substantially improved access
ofagricultural and food products ofdeveloping countries to the
markets of developed countries in accordance with basic ob­
jectives guiding the comprehensive multilateral trade negotia­
tions within the framework of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade as agreed upon in Tokyo. including the
concept of non-reciprocity and of special and more favourable
treatment through differential measures in favour of develop­
ing countries through negotiations, where this is feasible and
appropriate;

7. Requests all developed countries to implement, improve
and enlarge their schemes under the Generalized System of
Preferences and to consider its extension to food and agricul­
tural commodities, including those which are processed or
semi-processed;

8. Urges the Governments participating in the intensive ad
hoc consultations on commodities, as well as other Govern­
ments, to make determined efforts to achieve substantial and
concrete results in the fields of access to markets and pricing
policy and recommends to all Governments to take concrete
action on proposals made in the intensive consultations which
are accepted by them;

9. Calls upon Governments of developed countries, in the
determination of attitudes towards farm support programmes
for domestic food production, to take into account as far as
possible the interests of the food-exporting developing coun­
tries, in order to avoid detrimental effects to their exports;

10. Requests the developed countries to allow and facilitate
to the extent possible the expansion of food and agricultural
imports from developing countries, in competition with
domestic production, thus providing a fair and reasonable op­
portunity to increase their export earnings and to allow
developing countries which export to these developed. markets
to plan their production and exports on a forward baSIS;
11. Reaffirms the importance given by the member coun­

tries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations to international agricultural adustment and the need
for Governments to work together towards greater consistency
in their national and regional policies bearing on future
changes in food and agriculture:

12. Requests that the Food and Agriculture ~rgani~ationof
the United Nations take full account of the d.scussions and
decisions of the World Food Conference in formulating and
implementing the proposed strategy of the international
agricultural adjustment;

13. Requests the Governments of dev~loped countries and
international organizations concerned to Increase the field as­
sistance to the developing countries in export promotion ac­
tivities and mechanisms. and in training of agricultural
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marketing and trade personnel taking due account of the
diversification process and development needs;

14. Calls upon countries and organizations concerned to
devote special attention to the solution of the problems facing
developing countries in the matter of transportation of food­
stuffs;

15. Invites the developing countries to expand their mutual
economic co-operation and invites the developed countries and
the international organizations concerned to maintain and ex­
pand their support for economic co-operation among
developing countries;

16. Stresses the need for measures assuring the poorer sec­
tions of the rural population of their share in the opportunities
and benefits offered by trade expansion;

17. Requests the World Food Programme and other inter­
national organizations concerned to give priority to the use of
cash resources available for multilateral or bilateral food aid
for purchases in developing countries at competitive world
market prices and terms;

18. Urges the developed countries and other countries
concerned, as well as international financial institutions con­
cerned, to give favourable consideration to the provision of
adequate assistance to developing countries in cases of
balance-of-payments difficulties arising from fluctuations in
export receipts 0: import costs, particularly with regard to food;

19. Requests the Governments of all countries and inter­
national organizations concerned, when considering all the
subjects contained in the present resolution, to give the highest
possible priority and the most favourable terms to the least
developed, land-locked and island developing countries and to
developing countries most seriously affected by economic
crises.

RESOLUTION XX

Payment of travel costs and other related expenses to represen­
tatives ofnational liberation movements

The World Food Conference,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1892
(LVII) of 1 August 1974 and in particular paragraph 2 (d),

Recalling further resolution XX 7 of the World Population
Conference,

Requests the General Assembly to defray all travel costs and
other related expenses of representatives of the national
liberation movements who have participated in the World
Food Conference.

RESOLUTION XXI

Expression ofthanks

Tile World Food Conference,

Recognizing the gravity of the world food problem and the
importance of national and international efforts to find
adequate solutions therefor,

Convinced that the World Food Conference which took
place at Rome from 5 to 16 November 1974 represents a major

, Report of the United Nations World Population Conference
(United Nations publication. Sales No. E. 75. Xlll. 3), pari one. chapter
11.



contribution to the efforts of the United Nations as well as of
the international community to find urgent solutions to the
immediate and long-term problems of food shortages, hunger
and malnutrition,

Expresses its deep appreciation to the President of the
Republic of Italy, Mr. Giovanni Leone and to all the people of
the Republic ofltaly for hosting the World Food Conference at
Rome, and for their generous hospitality and great contribu­
tion to the successful completion of the work of the Conference.

RESOLUTION XXII

Arrangementsfor follow-upaction. includingappropriate opera­
tional machinery on recommendations or resolutions of the
Conference

The World FoodConference.
Recognizing that an assurance of adequate world food

supplies is a matter of iife and death for millions of human
beings,

Appreciating the complex nature of the world food problem,
which can only be :iC'ived through an integrated multi-dis­
ciplinary approach within the framework of economic and
social development as a whole,

Considering that collective world fo ld security within the
framework of a world food policy shou d be promoted and its
concept further defined and elaborated, so that it should foster
the acceleration of the process of rural development in
developing countries as well as ensure the improvement of
international co-operation,

Appreciating the need to co-ordinate and strengthen the
work of the international agencies concerned, and to ensure
that their operational activities are co-ordinated in an effective
and integrated world food policy,

Recognizing in particular the need for improved institutional
arrangements to increase world food production, to safeguard
world food security, to improve world food trade, and to ensure
that timely action is taken to meet the threat of acute food
shortages or famines in the different developing regions,

1. Calls upon the General Assembly to establish a World
Food Council, at the ministerial or plenipotentiary level, to
function as an organ of the United Nations reporting to the
Genera! Assembly through the Economic and Social Council,
and to serve as a co-ordinating mechanism to provide over-all,
integrated and continuing attention for the successful co-or­
dination and follow- up of policies concerning food production,
nutrition, food security, food trade and food aid, as well as
other related matters, byall the agencies of the United Nations
system;

2. Takesnoteof the fact that interagency meetings between
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the heads of
the specialized agencies provide an opportunity for considering
necessary constitutional amendments to improve the function­
ing of the United Nations system;

3. Requests that the present resolution be taken into ac­
count in such consultations with a view to facilitating its early
implementation;

4. Recommends that:
(a) The World Food Council should consist of, .. •

members, nominated by the Economic and Social Council and

, At its 2323rd plenary meeting on 17 December 1974. the General
Assembly. by resolution 3348 (XXIX). decided that the World Food
Conference should consist of 36 members,
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elected by the General Assembly, taking into consideration
balanced geographical representation. The Council should in­
vite the heads of United Nations agenciesconcerned to attend
its sessions;

(b) The Council should elect its President 011 the basis of
geographical rotation and approve its rules of procedure. It
should be serviced within the framework of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, with
headquarters at Rome;

(c) The Council should review periodically major problems
and policy issues affecting the world food situation, and the
steps being proposed or taken to resolve them by Govern­
ments, by the United Nations system and its regional or­
ganizations, and should further recommend remedial action as
appropriate. The scope of the Council's review should extend
to all aspects of world food problems in order to adopt an
integrated approach towards their solution;

(d) The Council should establish its own programme of ac­
tion for co-ordination of relevant United Nations bodies and
agencies. While doing so, it should give special attention to the
problems of the least developed countries and the countries
most seriously affected;

(e) The Council should maintain contacts with, receive
reports from, give advice to and make recommendations to
United Nations bodies and agencies with regard to the for­
mulation and follow-up of world food policies;

(j) The Council should work in full co-operation with
regional bodies to formulate and follow-up policies approved
by the Council. Committees to be established by these regional
bodies should be serviced by existing United Nations or FAO
bodies in the region concerned;

5. Recommends further that the Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization of the United Nations establish a Committee on
World Food Security as .:l standing committee of the FAO
Council. The Committee should submit periodic and special
reports to the World Food Council. The functions of the
Committee on World Food Security should include the
following:

(a) To keep the current and prospective demand, supply and
stock position for basic food-stuffs under continuous review, in
the context of world food security, and to disseminate timely
information on developments;

(b) To make periodic evaluations of the adequacy ofcurrent
and prospective stock levels, in aggregate, in exporting and
importing countries, in order to assure a regular flow of
supplies of basil: food-stuffs to meet requirements in domestic
and world markets, including food aid requirements, in time of
short crops and serious crop failure;

(c) To review the steps taken by Governments to implement
the proposed International Undertaking on World Food
Security;

(d) To recommend such short-term and long-term policy
action as may be considered necessary to remedy any difficulty
foreseen in assuring adequate cereal supplies for minimum
wor.d food security;

~. Recommends further that the Intergovernmental Com­
mittee of the World Food Programme be reconstituted so as to
enable it to help evolve and co-ordinate short-term and
longer-term food aid policies recommended by the
Conference, in addition to discharging its existing functions.
The reconstituted Committee should be called, and function as,
the Co~mitlee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes. The
Committee should submit periodical and special reports to the
World Food Council. The functions of the Committee on Food
Aid Policies and Programmes should include the following:
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(a) To provide a forum for intergovernmental consultations
on national and international food aid programmes and
policies, with particular reference to possibilities of securing
improved co-ordination between bilateral and multilateral
foodaid;

(b) To review periodically general trends in food aid
requirements and food aid availabilities;

(e) To recommend to Governments, through the World
Food Council, improvements in food aid policies and
programmes on such matters as programme priorities, com­
position of food aid commodities and other related subjects;

7. Recommends further that the Governing Board of the
proposed International Fund for Agricultural Development
should submit information periodically to the World Food
Councilon the programmes approved by the Board. The Board
should take into consideration the advice and recommenda­
tionsof the Council;

8. Recommends that the World Food Council should
receive periodic reports from the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development, through the Economic and Social
Council, on the world food trade situation, as well as on the
effective progress to increase trade liberalization and access to
international markets for food products exported by develop­
ing countries. The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development should take into consideration the advice and
recommendationsofthe Council on these matters. The Council
should also seek to arrange for the receipt of relevant infor­
mation from the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. In
itsrecommendation on food trade matters, the Council should
pay particular attention to the resolutions and recommenda­
tionsof the Conference;

9. Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations to initiate urgent steps, through its Commission
on Fertilizers, for following up on Conference resolution III on
fertilizers, and to take appropriate initiatives with respect to
fertilizers, pesticides, fungicides and herbicides, working in
close co-operation with the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization and the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, and other agencies. The
FAO Commissionon Fertilizers should submit periodic reports
to the World Food Council, and should be guided by the advice
and recommendations of the Council;

10. Requeststhe Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations to examine its ability to follow up on
Conference resolution XVI entitled "Global Information and
Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture", with a view
to recommending to the FAO Council, at its sixty-fifth session
in 1975, any new arrangements which may be necessary with
respect to its activities in this field, and to initiate whatever
other arrangements may be necessary to facilitate global
coverage as called for by the above-mentioned resolution,
drawing upon the help in this regard of the Economic and
SocialCouncil, if necessary. as well as that of the International
Wheat Council and other organizations. Periodic reports on
progressshould be submitted to the World Food Council;

11. Requests the Economic and Social Council to consider
on an urgent basis, and make recommendations on whether or
not rearrangements in the United Nations system or new insti­
tutional bodies may be justified in order to ensure effective
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follow-upon Conference resolution V on nutrition, examining
nutritional activitieswithin bodies such as tie United Nations,
the specializedagencies, in particular the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the World Health
Organization, the United Nations Children's Fund and the
WorldFood Programme, and also giving appropriate attention
to nutritional programmes being conducted on a bilateral
basis;

12. Requests the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and the Technical Advisory
Committee to assume leadership in following up on the
researchaspect of Conference resolution IV on research;

13. Requeststhe Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, the United. Nations, Development Programme
and other relevant international organizations and interested
Governments to investigate the desirability of introducing an
organizational approach, along the lines of the Consultative
Group - Technical Advisory Committee for Agricultural
Research, for other sectors such as extension services, agricul­
tural credit and rural development;

14. Requests the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the United Nations Development
Programme to organize a Consultative Group on Food
Production and Investment in Developing Countries (CGFPI),
to be comoosed of bilateral and multilateral donors and
representativesof developing countries, chosen as in the case of
the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research, to be staffed jointly by the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and the United Nations
Development Programme. and invites this Consultative Group
to keep the World Food Council informed of its activities to
increase, co-ordinate, and improve the efficiency of financial
and technical assistance to agricultural production in develop­
ing countries;

15. Recommends that the main functions of the Consulta­
tiveGroup on Food Production and Investment in Developing
Countries should be (a) to encourage a larger flow of external
resources for food production, (b) to improve the co-ordination
of activities of different multilateral and bilateral donors
providing financial and technical assistance for food produc­
tion and (c) to ensure a more effective use of available
resources;

16. Requests the Development Committee established by
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
and the International Monetary Fund, in anticipation of the
possibility that such measures as may be agreed to provide
financial assistanceto developing countries for procurement of
food and necessary food production inputs, particularly fer­
tilizers and pesticides. and for investment in food production
and distribution systems.may not fulfil all needs, to keep under
constant review the adequacy of the external resources avail­
able for these purposes, especially to the less advantaged
countries. and to consider in association with the Consultative
Group on Food Production and Investment in Developing
Countries. new measures which may be necessary to achieve
the required volume: of resources transfers.







Economic and Social Council with over-all responsibility for
the Conference; requested the Secretary-General, after con­
sultation with the Director-General of FAO and the Secre­
tary-General of UNCTAD, to appoint as soon as possible a
Secretary-General of the Conference, and to set up a small
Conference secretariat drawing particularly upon the expertise
and comnetence of FAO, UNCTAD and other relevant bodies
ofthe uJrited Nations system; recommended that, in preparing
for the Conference, proper account be taken of the recom­
mendations of the seventeenth Conference of FAO and of the
recommendations made by legislative bodies of other or­
ganizations in the United Nations system concerning the goals
and objectives of the Conference, as requested by the
Economic and Social Council in its decision of 18 October
1973; invited all the competent organizations of the United
Nations system to collaborate closely in the organization of the
Conference; and accepted with appreciation the invitation of
the Government of Italy to act as host to the Conference in
Rome.

11. On 1 February 1974, the Secretary-General announced
the appointment of Mr. Sayed Ahmed Marei as Secretary­
General of the Conference.

12. The Preparatory Committee of the World Food
Conference, at its first session held at Headquarters in New
York from 11 to 15 February 1974, considered the provisional
agenda for the Conference, the Committee's documentation,
the dates and place for its second session, and the dates and
place of the Conference itself on which it made recommenda­
tions to the Council (E/5454).

13. The General Assembly, at its sixth special session held
from 9 April to 2 May 1974, gave its attention to the problem of
food and, in the Programme of Action on the Establishment of
a New International Economic Order adopted by resolution
3202 (S-VI), it declared, in section IX, paragraph 2 that all the
activities of the United Nations system to be undertaken under
the Programme of Action as well as those already planned.
such as the World Food Conference, should be so directed as to
enable the special session of the General Assembly on
development, called for under Assembly resolution 3172
(XXVIII) of 17 December 1973, to make its full contribution to
the establishment of the new international economic order.

14. On 15 May 1974, the Economic and Social Council, in
its resolution 1840 (LVI), took note of the report of the
Preparatory Committee of the World Food Conference on its
first session and decided to convene the World Food
Conference from 5 to 16 November 1974.

IS. In the same resolution, it requested the Secretary­
General to invite:

(a) All States to participate in the Conference;
(b) The representatives of the liberation movements

now recognized by the Organization of African Unity andI
or by the League of Arab States to participate ill the
Conference without the right to vote;

(e) The interested organs and specialized agencies of
the United Nations, the International Atomic Energy
Agency and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade to
participate in the Conference;

(d) Other interested intergovernmental organizations
to be represented by the observers;

(e) Non-governmental organizations in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council or with FAO to
send observers to the Conference;

(j) Other non-governmental organizations which
might have a specific contribution to make to the work of
the Conference to send observers to the Conference.

16. The Preparatory Committee of the Conference, at its
second session held at Geneva from 4 to 8 June 1974, recom­
mended draft provisional rules of procedure (E/CONF.65/2),
a draft provisional agenda (E/CONF.65/ I) and a proposed
organization of work of the Conference for approval by the
Economic and Social Council and adoption by the World Food
Conference. It also considered a paper (E/CONF.65/PREP/6)
providing a preliminary assessment of the world food situation,
present and future, submitted by the Secretary-General of the
Conference. It noted that this preliminary assessment would be
revised and amplified on the basis of more recent data and in
the light of the comments made by representatives at the
second session.

17. The Preparatory Committee at its second session also
recommended that the Economic and Social Council should
convene a meeting of interested delegations at Rome from 16
to 20 September 1974, to consider certain specific proposals
submitted or to be submitted by various delegations for possi­
ble consideration by the World Food Conference and to report
thereon to the Preparatory Committee, at its third session.

18. In its decision 23 (LVIl) of 19 July 1974, the Economic
and Social Council approved the draft provisional rules of
procedure, the draft provisional agenda and the proposed or­
ganization of work of the Conference, as reproduced in the
report of the Preparatory Committee on its second session, and
decided to transmit them for adoption by the Conference. It
also decided to convene a meeting of interested delegations at
Rome from 16 to 20 September 1974 as recommended by the
Preparatory Committee.

19. In its decision 24 (LVII) of 31 July 1974, the Council
decided to consider the report of the Preparatory Committee
on its third session, together with the report of the World Food
Conference, as soon as the latter report became available.

20. The Preparatory Committee held its third session at
Rome from 23 September to 4 October 1974.

21. It considered, first, the revised version (E/CONF./
65/3) of the assessment of the world food situation which took
into account both the observations and suggestions made at the
Committee's second session, as well as the General Assembly's
deliberations and conclusions on raw materials and develop­
ment at itssixth special session, in so far as they were relevant to
the objectives of the World Food Conference. Although some
delegations felt that the document did not fully reflect their
points of view, most representatives believed that the
document and the substance of the main issues raised by it
provided a reasonable basis for deliberation by the Conference
on proposals for national and international action to solve the
world food problem.

22. Secondly, the Preparatory Committee heard a report
from the Chairman of the Meeting ofinterested delegations on
specific proposals for possible consideration by the World
Food Conference. The Chairman of the Meeting stated that the
Meeting had agreed that an integrated approach should be
adopted in solving the world food problem and that all the
proposals referred to the Meeting merited consideration by the
Preparatory Committee as they constituted important and
complementary elements of such an approach. The Meeting
had agreed that the provision of additional resources to
increase food production, particularly. in the developing coun­
tries, the need to improve food aid and the need to ensure
greater food security constituted the main elements of a world
food policy. It had further agreed that effective follow-up ac­
tion was needed to achieve the objectives which were expected
to emerge from the deliberations of the World Food
Con~erence, and that effective follow-up action would require
efficient and adequate institutions.
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34. The situation that was now being faced was indeed
urgent. However. while those perils were real enough. they
formed only one part of the Conference's concern. Less
dramatic than actual starvation. but perhaps for that reason
even more insidious, were the tragic effects of prolonged mal­
nutrition. That was a situation which could not be permitted to
continue.

35. It was difficult to review the sequence ofevents that had
led to the current food crisis without being dismayed by the
lack of foresight and common interest shown by individuals,
Governments and the international community. One con­
spicuous exception had been FAO, whose warnings ~ad been
clear and whose Indicative World Plan for Agricultural
Development, had it been followed, could have avoided some
of the worse aspects of the current situation, There had been a
general failure to meet the target ofa 4 per cent annual increase
in over-all agricultural production called for in the Interna­
tional Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade adopted by the General Assembly. in
resolution 2626 (XXV). As a consequence, many developing
countries had become heavy importers of food. Together with
the higher prices that had to be paid for other imports. includ­
ing fuel. fertilizer and other agricultural needs. that was one of
the reasons for the current severe drain on the foreign exchange
reserves of many developing countries. It was to assist the
countries most severely affected that the United Nations
Emergency Operation had been established, under General
Assembly resolution 3202 (S-VI), and it was hoped that, in
committing those funds. high priority could be given to the
financing of imports of food and fertilizers.

36. It was also clear. however, that such emergency
programmes, important though they were, did not provide the
answer to the problem of how to attain global medium- and
long-term food sufficiency. If enough food were to be produced
to keep up with popuiation growth, if some improvements in
living standards were to be achieved for the most under­
privileged. and if adequate security stocks were to be es­
tablished and maintained, it was necessary to begin immedia­
tely to work for an expansion of food production on a scale
never before undertaken or even planned. Food production
would have to more than double by the end of the century to
provide improved nutrition for those who needed it most. Such
a programme. which was essential in order to carry out the
international community's responsibilities to present and fu­
ture generations. would require an unprecedented effort of
international co-operation. It was the task of the World Food
Conference to determine how that could be achieved, but
already there were certain incontestable essentials. The
developing countries would have to reassess their planning
priorities to ensure that they were making adequate provision
to meet required food production targets. The industrial na­
tions would have to be prepared to assist in massive transfers of
capital and technology. including fertilizers and pesticides.

37. The Secretary-General of the United Nations then
reviewed the proposals for national and international action
before the Conference. He wished to emphasize that, in his
judgement. it was of crucial importance to attain the following
objectives: a balance between the rate of increase in a nation's
population and its increased production of food; increased
food production in the developing countries through national
action; maximum assistance by the international community
and. particularly, development assistance for agriculture,
increased production of fertilizers and pesticides, and the
strengthening and expansion of research facilities. Such ambi­
tious goals. if they were to be met, would require efficient
international machinery, and representatives might wish to
consider whether existing institutions should be reshaped and
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or­
ganization

World Health Organization
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
International Monetary Fund
World Meteorological Organization

31. The Conference was also attended by representatives of
the International Atomic Energy Agency and the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

32. Observers from the following intergovernmental or-
ganizations participated in the Conference:

African Development Bank
Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
Asian Development Bank
Asian Productivity Organization
Commission of the European Communities
Commonwealth Secretariat
Council of Arab Economic Unity
Council of Europe
European Economic Community
International Olive Oil Council
International Wheat Council
Inter-governmental Committee for European Migration
Inter-American Development Bank
Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences
International Institute for the Unification of Private Law
(UNIDROIT)

International Seed Testing Association
lstituto Italo-Latino Americano
International Regional Organiz .tion of Plant Protection and
Animal Health

League of Arab States
Organization of African Unity
Organization of American States
Organisation commune africaine, rnalgache et mauricienne
(OCAM)

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
Parlement Europeen
Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on Central
American Economic Integration

South Pacific Commission

B. Opening of the Conference and election of the President

Representatives of 161 international and national non­
governmental organizations invited to the Conference also
participated.

33. The Conference was opened by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. In his statement, the Secretary-General
thanked the Preparatory Committee, the Secretary-General of
the Conference, the Director-General of FAO and their staffs
for their tireless efforts in the preparation of the Conference.
He expressed particular gratitude on behalf of the United Na­
tions for the active assistance and co-operation of the Italian
Government throughout the preparations for the Conference.
The World Food Conference was the last of the great
conferences and debates that had made 1974 a year of
unprecedented United Nations activity in the economic field.
Food was not only the major economic and social problem
faced by the international community in the present difficult
period of perplexity and change. but it was without question
the most immediately important. The Conference had it in its
power to render an immediate service to humanity, both now
and in the future.



1 Food
of the C
resolutio

, Item

distrib
security
basis fo
The ob
newwa
clearly

48.
produc
explore
countri
stacles
tries an
remova
stagm
two dir
the de
approp
ing the
fertilize
require
countri
sential
develo
agreed
the d
tion th
food pr
world f
product
food po
Govern
firstpri
first ste

49.
years t
require
fitting. i
rather t
were to
of nati
recipien
develop
and :,
situatio
policy; t
aid and

50.
seemed
for. the
sponsoTl
complier
exportin
ganized
sary ifth
food sec
hoped t
certain s
Underta
related t
t:O!1S of

42. The Conference then elected by acclamation His Ex­
cellency Mr. Giuseppe Medici (Italy) as President of the
Conference. The President, in his address to the Conference,
said that it had kindled great hopes among all peoples of the
world. The scarcity of food claimed the most serious attention,
especially because the massive increase of population still
continued to an alarming degree. The really serious obstacles
were not of a technical nature but political and social. A fresh
approach to the problem was required, and a national and
international determination to utilize effectively the great
progress of science and technology. There could be no lasting
peace when profound economic and social injustices prevailed.

43. The President said that the World Food Conference
was beginning in a difficult period ofhistory but also in a period
of great expectations. New peoples had entered the interna­
tional community bringing with them the impetus of a
generous creative spirit. Others were prepared to put their rich
heritage of experience at the disposal of all. Only by intensify­
ing the co-operation between peoples could it be possible to
alleviate the sufferings of humanity and smooth the way for
civilized progress. The peoples of the world expected the
Conference to formulate adequate proposals for achieving
increased agricultural, production, for improving the quality of
diet, and for developing trade in food throughout the world. He
concluded by expressing the hope that the Conference would
not lack the constructive spirit and the desire for co-operation
that were necessary to attain its goals.

44. At the same meeting, the Conference heard an address
by the Secretary-General of the Conference who said that the
Conference offered a rare opportunity to serve a cause that
both in its human appeal and its social urgency seemed to
transcend the claims of all other contemporary problems.

45. The Conference was meeting in the shadow of a grave
world crisis. Millions of people in the poorer regions, especially
Asia and Africa, were faced with the threat of starvation. Since
the General Assembly convened the Conference in December
1973, the food crisis had been aggravated by other disruptive
factors, including runaway inflation, the energy crisis,
unemployment and monetary instability. which had shaken the
foundations ofeven affluent nations and spread despair among
the poorer nations. But the deeper causes of the world Iood
problem lay in rural poverty and in traditional, as opposed to
modern, agriculture in the developing countries. The necessary
changes would take time and could not be made without help
from the developed countries.

46. International co-operation in agriculture had a long
history. starting with the establishment of the International
Institute of Agriculture in 1905.Much valuable and pioneering
work had been done by FAO in all the related fields of
agriculture and nutrition, in which it was the leading interna­
tional agency. The preparatory work for the Conference had
been carried out in close collaboration with the United Na­
tions, FAO, UNCTAD and other agencies, and he had held
intensive consultations with a number of Governments, All the
past efforts in the fields of agriculture and nutrition had 10 be
pieced together and given a new thrust to make an impact on
the current situation and lay the foundation for a better future.

47. The three sessions of the Preparatory Committee and
the Meeting of interested delegations that preceded the third
session had brought general agreement on the nature and
magnitude of the food problem that faced mankind in the
future and on the broad elements of a strategy to resolve the
problem. It was now for the Conference to provide the means
and the policy support for implementing this strategy. The
strategy rested on three main pillars: increasing food produc­
tion in the developing countries. improving consumption and
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strengthened or whether new ones would be needed. While it
was important to analyse problems, it was now necessary to
enter the realm of action. The Conference should provide
concrete proposals for national and international action to
meet the immediate short-term problems that would be faced
over the next two years, and should plan ahead for meeting the
difficulties of the mid-term period between 1976and 1980 and
for the decade of the 1980s. It should also recognize the
overriding need for the creation of international monitoring
procedures to ensure that the world did not drift into crises
without understanding or warning.

38. In conclusion, he stressed that the world possessed the
means to produce substantially more food. Although the Na­
tion-State must remain the unit for putting the necessary
policies into effect, the policies must form part of a coherent,
efficient and equitable global strategy. The collective means to
do that was available through the United Nations, and he
believed that there was now the political will to do it. The
question of food could not be considered in isolation, and
constituted only one part of the complex of economic and
political problems confronting mankind today. But failure to
resolve that problem, both in the immediate and longer term,
would be calamitous for all the plans and aspirations for a more
equitable and advanced world society. Although the situation
was grave, he believed that mankind was standing on the
threshold of significant forward action in his struggle to over­
come hunger, and it was in that spirit that he wished the
Conference all success in its critically important work.

39. At the sam.e meeting, the Conference heard an address
by His Excellency Mr. Giovanni Leone, President of Italy. He
extended a cordial welcome to the Conference and expressed
his appreciation that Rome had been offered the privilege of
acting as its host. The Conference provided the occasion for
initiating a constructive dialogue between countries that, in
spite of their different accomplishments, were united in the
effort to defeat the spectre of hunger. It was significant that the
Conference was being held after the sixth special session of the
General Assembly and the World Population Conference.
Those in.portant international meetings reflected the
increasingly influential role of the United Na~ions in es­
tablishing a new world equilibrium for the achievement of
peace among peoples.

40. The tasks before the Conference were difficult and ur­
gent, since it was being held in a general context characterized
by profound imbalances in the individual economies of the
world and in their mutual relations. The problems could not be
faced within a merely technical perspective, but must be seen
within a political context requiring concrete measures for
providing the poorest populations with the fo~d they ~eeded.

The solution ofproblems ofsuch great complexity I?rovlded the
opportunity to establish new and closer co-operation between
countries, both bilaterally and multilaterally.

41. Mr. Leone said that Italy had always followed such a
policy. believing that only close links of hum.an so~id~rity.could

make it possible some day to reach a more Just distribution of
food in order to adapt the supply to the needs of an e~er­

increasing population. The search for solutions to the serious
problems of food supply should not be independent from
efforts 10 solve the other economic problems facing the world.
The solution of the food supply problems. however, would
itself greatly alleviate the econo~ic. situation, in vi~w of the
dose Interdependence of the destinies of all countr~es ?f the
world. It was with this belief that he expressed his sincere
wishes for a fruitful Conference. He trusted that the results of
the Conference would mark it as a historic point of reference
and a guarantee of life and peace for present and future
generations.



distribution of food. and establishing a better system of food
security. The three pillars taken together could provide the
basis for the formulation and evolution of a world food policy.
The objectives were not entirely new. but what was r.:.-naps
new was the emphasis on an integrated package approach with
clearly defined priorities.

48. With regard to the first point. on increasing food
production in the developing countries, it was well to !lause and
explore the obstacles to agricultural development in those
countries which constricted their economic growth. The ob­
stacles were, of course. many and varied. and different coun­
tries and regions had different approaches to bring about their
removal. But the fundamental change that was required in all
stagn~t ~ral economies was to ~orrect the situation mainly in
two directions: first, by encouragmg a far greater investment in
the dev~lopment of resources and secondly. by adopting
appropriate technologies for modernizing agriculture. includ­
ing the application of essential inputs such as improved seeds.
fertilizers. pesticides and credit. But that was not all that was
requir~d to b~ng abou.t the agricultural revolution in the poor
countries. which remained the long-term objective, It was es­
sential also to mobilize the human resources which the
developing countries had in abundance. Whether or not one
agreed with the detailed targets and estimates as presented in
t~e docull:ents befo~e the Conf~rence. there could be no ques­
lion that increased Investment In agricultural modernization.
food production and rural development was the crux of the
world food problem. Without an appreciable increase in food
production. it would not be possible to have the desired world
food policy. It was. therefore. of the utmost importance that the
Governments of food-deficient countries should place their
first priority on increasing their food production. That was the
first step towards solving their food problem.

49. Expansion in food aid programmes for a number of
years to enable the developing countries to meet their food
require~ents would be essential for development. It was
fitting, In that regard. to talk of "food aid for development"
rather than the present "aid motivated by charity". If food aid
were to achieve its purpose. it must be linked with the execution
of .n~tional ag~icultural development programmes by the
recipient countnes. The effects of food aid were not confined to
development; food aid also had a role to play in emergencies
and :, mitigating food shortages. But it was essential to avoid
situ.ations in which .food was used as an instrument of foreign
policy; the must crymg need of the era was to de-politicize food
aid and to rehurnanize it.

50. With regard to food security. several Governments
seemed to be displaying a particular interest in. and support
for. the InJterna~onal Und.ertakin~ on Worl~ Food Security
spons~red by ~AO. ObvlOu~ly.. food secunty was a vastly
complt.cated subject a~ld negolla.tlOns among the major cereal
eXp?rtmg and marketing countnes on a more precise and or­
ganized scheme of reserves. stocks and prices would be neces­
sary if the Undertaking was to prove an effective instrument of
food security. Nevertheless. a good start had been made. and he
hoped that the Conference would express itself in favour of
certain specific aims which would strengthen the basis of the
Undertaking and carry it forward to its declared goals. Closely
related to the problems of world food security were the qUI:S­
I:Q!lS of trade. stability and adjustment. [tern 9 (d)' of the

, Food and Agriculture Organization. of the United Nations. Report
of the Council of FAO. Sixty-Fourth Session. 18-19 November 1974,
resolution 1/64.

, Item 9 (d) became item 9 (e) after the adoption of a revised agenda.
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provisional agenda related to specific objectives and measures
in the area of international trade and adjustment which were
relevant to the food problem. including measures towards
stabilization, and expansion of markets for exports from
developing countries. The developed countries had always
looked upon fair trade opportunities as an important factor in
their development strategy. but the progress that had been
made so far in removing obstacles to trade was very little. That
constituted a serious constraint on the economic progress of the
developing countries.

51. Referring to follow-up action. he said that. at its third
session. the Preparatory Committee had discussed the
proposals and had recognized the need for an over-all and
high-level mechanism to provide integrated and continuing
attention for the successful direction. co-ordination and
implementation of policies and programmes concerning food
production. nutrition and food security recommended by the
World Food Conference. Without effective follow-up. the
efforts of the Conference would be in vain and its resolutions
meaningless, The discussions in the Preparatory Committee
had clearly indicated thlt' the proposed mechanism should not
duplicate the work of existing international institutions. It
should have the specific functions that were indispensable for
carrying out its task effectively, and should be able to lead the
efforts of the United Nations and its Member States in an
effective manner. He believed that there was also a need for
additional measures to improve arrangements for agricultural
project preparation. and to co-ordinate the activities of the
different b!lateral and multilateral donors providing financial
and technical assistance to agriculture. without unduly ex­
panding the international bureaucracy.

5~. The.Secretary-General of the Conference concluded by
sayingthat It was now for the Conference to agree on specific
recommendations and measures. The Conference was con­
sidering .the problems of worsening food shortages that were
threatening large parts of the planet with starvation. It was for
~he Conference to answer the basic question of whether the
mtemational community could avert that ominous disaster and
secure man's capacity to feed himself. The goals before the
Conferen~e could not be reached without more meaningful
co-operation between the world's fortunate one third and
unhappy two thirds. ~he current difficulties facing the rich
countries could not be Ignored. but the rich were still very rich
and held. the key to many doors which could lead to progress
and stability, The world had arrived at a new watershed of
history. and the future of the human species depended on the
road It too~ henceforward. The Conference had lit a lamp of
hope. and tne whole .world saw in it the possible opening of a
new era of co-operation and sharing. He expressed his fervent
hope t~at the message that would go out from the Conference
to the lour corners of the world would be a positive and historic
one.

C. Adoption of the rules of procedure

53. At its lst plenary meeting, on 5 November 1974. the
Conference adopted the provisional rules of procedure
approved by the Economic and Social Council (El
CON~.65J2) on the understanding that a decision would be
taken m due course rega~ding the number of vice-presidents of
the Confe:ence. the e~ectlOn of which should be provided for in
rul~ 6. At its 4th meeting, on 6 November 1074. the Conference
decided ~hat rule 6 of the rules of procedure should provide for
the election of!8 vice-presidents.
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Mr. Conrado Beckmann (Argentina)
Mr. Mohamed Brick (Morocco)
Mr. A. Regnier (Belgium)
Mr. Ljubisa Milanovic (Yugoslavia)
Mr. Ivailo Dimitrov (Bulgaria)

Mr. Roy D. Morey (United States
of America)

Mr. Mircea Zara (Romania)
Mr. W. S. M. Ndow (Gambia)
Mr. Asoka Jayasinha (Sri Lanka)
Mr. Santiago Fonseca (Colombia)

Mr. S. A. Jabati (Sierra Leone)
Mr. Alfredo Saco Mir6 Quesada (Peru)
Mr. Siegfried Miinch (German

Democratic Republic)

F. Election of officers other than the President

Rapporteur:

Rapporteur:

Vice-Chairmen:

Chairman:
Vice-Chairmen:

Chairman:

Vice-Chairman-
cum-Rapporteur: Mr. Abu Hakim (India)

Rapporteur: Mr. Ulf Hjertonsson (Sweden)

G. Payment of travel costs and other related expenses to
representatives of national liberation movements

Third Committee

Second Committee

the Secretary-General of the Conference and the Preparatory
Committee".

57. The Conference also decided on the allocation of the
proposals transmitted to the Conference by the Preparatory
Committee in the report on its third session (E/CONF.6~/6).

For the proposals allocated to each Committee, see the reports
of the Committees in chapter VI. It was decided that questions
regarding follow-up action considered by the Committees, item
9 (j), be referred to the Second Committee in order to ensure
consistency in the d.ecisions of the Conference on such matters.

First Committee
Chairman:
Vice-Chairmen:

58. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 6 November 1974, the
Conference elected 18 Vice-Presidents from the following
States: Algeria, Bangladesh. Canada. China, Cuba, Ghana,
Hungary, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Nigeria, Poland, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and Venezuela.

59. It also elected Mr. Aftab Ahmad Khan (Pakistan) as
Rapporteur-General.

60. The Conference also elected the following officers of
Committees:

61. At the 13th plenary meeting, on 15 November 1974, the
representative ofZambia introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Payment of travel costs and other related expenses to
representatives of national liberation movements", which was
sponsored by his own delegation and that of the United
Republic of Tanzania. The Conference adopted the draft
resolution without a vote. (For the text. see part one, chapter H.
resolution XX).

Plenary: Items J to 6 and item 10 and item 7
(General debate)

First C ...nmittee: Items 9(a), (b) and (c)
Second Committee: Item 9(d)
Third committee: Item 9(e)

The Conference agreed that the Committees should, in the 62. The representatives of France, the United Kingdom of
consideration of their items, bear in mind also item 8 entitled Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Federal Republic of
"Assessment of the world food situation based on the reports of Germany. Belgium and the Netherlands said that, if a vote had
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1. Opening of the Conference and election of the President
2. Adoption of the rules of procedure
3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
4. Establishment of committees and other sessional bodies
5. Election of the officers other than the President
6. Credentials of representatives to the Conference:

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee
(h) Report of the Credentials Committee

7. General debate
8. Assessment of the world food situation based on the

reports of the Secretary-General ofthe Conference and the
Preparatory Committee

9, National and international programmes of action:
(a) Measures for increasing food production in developing

countries within the wider framework of development
(b) Measures for increasing food production in developed

countries
(e) Policies and programmes for improving consumption

patterns in all countries, and aiming at ensuring
adequate availability of food in developing countries,
particularly to vulnerable groups

(d) The strengthening of world food security through
measures including inter alia a better early warning and
food information system, more effective national and
international stock-holding policies and improved
arrangements for emergency relief and food aid

(e) Specific objectives and measures in the area of inter­
national trade and adjustment which are relevant to the
food problems, including measures towards stabiliza­
tion, and expansion of markets for exports from
developing countries

(/) Arrangements for follow-up action. including
appropriate operational machinery on recommenda­
tions or resolutions of the Conference

10. Adoption of the report of the Conference.

E. Constitution of sessional bodies

55. In accordance with rule 4 of the rules of procedure, the
Conference, at its lst plenary meeting, on 5 November 1974.
established a Credentials Committee composed of the follow­
ing States: Belgium. Costa Rica, Philippines, Senegal, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics. United Republic of Tanzania,
United States of America, Venezuela and Zambia.

56. At the same meeting, the Conference established three
main committees of the whole to study the substantive items of
its agenda. It also decided upon the following allocation of
work:

D. Adoption of the agenda

54. The Conference, at its 1st plenary meeting, decided to
revise the provisional agenda approved by the Economic and
Social Council (E/CONF.651l) by the insertion in item 9 of a
new subparagraph (b) which read as follows:
"Measures for increasing food production in developed coun­
tries". The Conference then adopted the following agenda:



been taken. they would have abstained since the resolution
raised legal and political issues which had not yet been solved.

63. The representative of Israel said that he wa.• strongly
opposed to the decision in the operative paragraph of the

resolution in so far as it might apply to the Palestine Liberation
Organization.

64. The representative of Romania said that he strongly
supported the resolution.
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SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL DEBATE

Chapter V

A. Addresse!l and messages to the Conference

65. At its 11th plenary meeting on 11 November 1974.the
Conference heard an address by His Excellency Mr. Luis
Echeverria Alvarez, President of Mexico, who stated that the
present chaotic condition of markets. prices and raw materials
could not be attributed to the third world. It had been deter­
mined and brought about by the inability of the great industrial
nations to submit their production model to a system of inter­
national solidarity, shared development and interdependence
based on equity and justice. As a contribution to the solution of
the food problem, Mexico had proposed' the creation of a
world food and agricultural research bank and a world food
plan to designate crop areas, make collective action possible,
establish bases for regulating use of fertilizers, seeds and water.
and guide agricultural education towards new crops and tech­
niques of protein development.

66. Mr. Echeverria said that hunger or soil erosion in the
world could not be corrected without changing the traditional
structures of the .ontemporary power system. Transnational
corporations and their technical agents in the international raw
materials stock markets must not be the ones to regulate world
trade supply and demand. Governments should regain the
initiative from transnational corporations and should engage in
Government-to-Government purchasing to eliminate inter­
mediaries. A new institution. bank or fund, with contributions
from all developed and developing countries and of a truly
democratic nature, had to be created. The <:harter of Econcmic
Rights and Duties of States proposed by Mexico in the United
Nations could S(''' e as the basis for solving problems arising
from the alarming increase in prices. It would be a mistake for
developing countries to accept blindly as development models
the present patterns in industrialized countries; they should,
instead, choose their own paths. Specifically. the enormous
waste of resources and technology inherent in the armaments
race, which contrasted cruelly with the hunger of much of the
world, should be halted.

67. Messages from H.E. Mr. Houari Boum edi ene,
President of the Revolutionary Council and Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of Algeria. H.E. Mr. Joaquin Balaguer,
President of the Dominican Republic. H.E. Mr. Nicolae
Ceausescu, President of Romania. H.E. Mr. Carlos Andres
Perez, President of Venezuela, and H.E. Mr. Josip Broz Tito,
President of Yugoslavia. were read out to the Conference.

68. At its 2nd plenary meeting on 5 November 1974. the
Conference heard an address by the Secretary of State of the
United States of America. Mr. Henry A. Kissinger. The sub­
stance of Mr. Kissinger's address has been incorporated in the
sections of the summary of the general debate which follow
below.

, E/CONF. 65/6. annex i.
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B. General approach

69. The general debate was conducted in II plenary meet­
ings from 5 to 13 November 1974. The Conference was
addressed by the representatives of 104 States. as well as by
liberation movements, United Nations bodies, international
organizations and non-governmental organizations. All
expressed their gratitude to President Giovanni Leone and to
the Government and people of the Republic of Italy. and their
congratulations to the President and the Secretary-General of
the Conference.

70. The debate reflected the serious concern that the eter­
nal problem of famine and hunger, which had haunted men
and nations throughout history, had now assumed an
unprecedented scale and urgency, and that it could only be
dealt with by concerted world-wide action. Nearly 30 years ago.
John Boyd U,T.speaking as the first Director-General of ,'AO.
had for the first time evoked the idea of "a great world food
scheme, which will bring freedom from want of food to all
men". Yet, a whole gene-ration later, the world food problem
was not only unsolved but was worsening, and there were more
people in want of food than at any time since then.

71. There was agreement with the conclusion of the
Preparatory Committee at its third session that the revised as­
sessment of the world food situation. present and future. con­
tained in document E/CONF.65/3. provided a reasonable
basis for deliberation by the Conference on the action that was
required to solve the world food problem. The Conference
noted frum the up-to-date information on the world food
situation in mid-October presented in document El
CONF.65/11 that the situation had worsened still further
in recent months. It regarded the proposals for national and
international action set forth in document El
CONF.65/4, together with the comments of the Preparatory
Committee at its third session and the other specific proposals
appended to its report, as a valuable starting point for its
discussions of concrete action to overcome the world food
problem.

72. The Conference had been convened because of the
immediate food crisis. and many speakers called for urgent
action on a short-term basis to deal with this situation. But
there was agreement that the main objective of the Conference
must be to obtain a commitment to longer-term action in order
to prevent such a crisis from ever occurring again. Without such
action. each new crisis was likely to be worse than the last. The
world could never again afford to lapse back into complacent
relief such as had greeted the green revolution when it had
followed the earlier food crisis of the mid-1960s.

73. Many speakers stressed that. in considering longer­
term action, the Conference should constantly bear in mind
that the food problem was not a problem of agriculture alone.
The main cause of undernutrition and malnutrition was
poverty. and the main remedy for poverty was economic and
socialdevelopment. What was needed was a world food policy,



including nutrition. as an integral part of a world development
policy, and a commitment to immediate action by the
Conference collectively and by nations separately. The
Conference provided the opportunity to build up a world food
policy in the context of a wider world development policy
which would, in the belief of many speakers, grow out of the
work already done or under way on the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations
Development Decade and on the New International Economic
Order.

74. During the course of the debate many speakers detailed
the food and agricultural problems faced in their own coun­
tries. Many also indicated specific action their Governments
had taken or were proposing to take either on a national basis
or in support of international initiatives. Many specific
proposals for national and international action and for the
institutional arrangements required for adequate follow-up
also emerged from the debate, and were referred for discussion
in more detail to the three main Committees of the Conference.

75. While the general debate reflected serious concern at
the magnitude and complexity of the problems that were faced,
there was widespread agreement that the necessary remedies
were within man's power. The Conference could give the world
new concepts for planning remedial actions and new resources
for implementing them. It could lead to a new and overdue
priority being given to food in national development plans, and
could step up the pace at which international co-operation was
growing in the food and agricultural sector. Above ail, it could
crystallize the political will of ail Governments and all peoples
to seek, through collaboration and not through confrontation, a
final victory in the greatest and oldest battle of mankind. The
collective response would have an important influence on the
nature of the world inherited by future generations. As the
nations moved towards the next century, they must begin to
fashion a global conception. The challenge before the
Conference was to translate needs into programmes and
programmes into results. There was no time to lose.

C. The 'World food problem

76. There was agreement with the assessment of the world
food situation and the nature and magnitude of the world food
problem presented in document E/CONF.65/3 and up-dated
in document E/CONF.65/11. Where speakers differed from
the assessment was mainly in respect of the relative importance
assigned to the principal factors which had precipitated the
current food crisis, and the uncertainty inherent in making
quantitative forecasts.

77. The crisis had become particularly acute in 1972 when,
as a result of widespread bad weather, world food production
had fallen slightly for the first time since the Second World
War. The consequent increase in import demand, especially for
staple cereals, had seriously depleted the stocks of the main
exporting countries. World prices for most agricultural com­
modities had risen steeply, and food prices had been a major
factor in a rapid inflation of retail prices that had caused severe
hardship for the poorest people and even brought difficulties in
the affluent countries.

78. Thus, world food supplies in the 1973 crop season had
depended precariously on the outcome of the current year's
harvests and to a large degree on the weather. Most countries
had made special efforts to increase food production in 1973
and any remaining restrictions on production had been
removed. Fortunately the weather had in most regions been
favourable for agriculture and harvests had been large. But the
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increase in food production in 1973, although substantial, was
not sufficient to prevent a further depletion of cereal stocks, or
to bring much alleviation in the continuing rise in prices.
Moreover, the difficulties in the agriculture sector were by now
accompanied by many wider problems, including inflation,
worsening unemployment, monetary problems, the energy
crisis, fears of world-wide recession, and a general atmosphere
ofuncertainty about the future.

79. In 1974, therefore, world food supplies were again al­
most entirely dependent, for the second year in succession, on
the current harvests. Even if the weather had been optimal in
1974, there were additional difficulties in maximizing food
production as a result of the worsening shortage and rising
price of chemical fertilizers, the new shortage and high price of
fuel and power for irrigation pumping and other agricultural
purposes, an incipient serious shortage of pesticides, and the
increased cost of transporation. There was a dual crisis - a
shortage of food and a shortage of inputs, especially fertilizers.
Some speakers, however, felt that the role of increased pe­
troleum prices had been exaggerated as a cause both of the
general inflation and of the difficulties in the agricultural sector.

80. Unfortunately, it was now clear that, although in 1974
there had been large harvests in most parts of Africa, Europe,
Latin America and the Near East, earlier optimistic forecasts
had been progressively scaled down in North America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the Far East, where the
final results were not yet known, the monsoon had been late
and erratic, causing serious droughts and floods in many areas.
FAO's preliminary estimates indicated that world cereal
production had declined in 1974 for the second time in three
years, especially in North America, the main exporting region,
and in South-East Asia, where the majority of the world's
undernourished people were concentrated. Although livestock
production had made a substantial recovery in 1974, it had not
contributed to food supplies in the areas of greatest shortage.

8!. There had thus been a further worsening in the world
food situation in recent months. Contrary to earlier expecta­
tions, 1974had failed to bring the good harvests needed for the
replenishment of stocks and the re-establishment of a
reasonable degree of security in world food supplies. The
developing countries continued to face a situation of shortage
an.d uncertainty. Stocks had been still further depleted and
pnces had begun tc climb again. For the third successive year,
,,:,orld food supplies in 1975 were dangerously dependent on a
single year's production. Even in the best of circumstances, it
would beat least two or three years before stocks could be built
up enough to provide any real security.

82. In the meantime, many developing countries faced ex­
tremely difficult situations. Although many of them had
benefited from the general rise in the price of their exports,
these benefits had been vastly outweighed by the need to pay
~~ch higher prices for their essential imports of food, fer­
tilizers,fuel, and other raw materials and manufactures. Partly
becaus~ of the higher prices, the availability of food aid on
concessional terms had been reduced just when it was most
~eeded: Many speakers therefore stressed the importance of
Immediate, emergency measures to assist the countries most
seriously affected by the recent situation. Increased support
was needed for the United Nations Emergency Operation and
for FAO's International Fertilizer Supply Scheme. Several
speakers also cornmended the initiative of the Director­
Gener~l of FAO in .proposing that the main cereal exporting
cou.ntnes shou~d, Immediately, while supplies were still
available, set aside sufficient quantities to mee, the potential
needs of the hardest-hit countries.

83. .~owever, while stressing the gravity of the immediate
food cnS1S, most speakers were agreed that this was superim-
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pose~ 011 a les~ dra.mat~c but equally serious long-standing
unsatisfactory situation m the world's food and agricultural
sector.The main task of the Conference was to agree upon and
to assure the implementation of the measures needed to over­
come these longer-term problems.

84. At the world level and in the developing countries as a
whole, food production had on the average kept up with the
unprecedented population growth of the past two decades. This
was already a considerable achievement. However, in many
individual developing countries, including some of the most
heavily populated ones, food production had failed to match
population growth, and in even more countries it had not kept
up with the total increase in domestic demand for food. From
being net exporters of cereals before the Second World War,
the developing countries as a whole had during the 1950s
becomesubstantial net importers. Even before the widespread
poor harvests of the last few years, the food imports of many
developing countries had reached burdensome proportions,
although in a few cases there had been some temporary easing
in the situation during the years of generally good harvests
from 1967 to 1970.

85. In addition to the growing dependence of the develop­
ing countries on the developed countries for their food
supplies, another major imbalance in the world food situation
was represented by the high proportion of world grain
production that was not used directly for human consumption
but for the production of livestock products consumed largely
in the affluent countries. Several speakers stated that a change
in this situation would be a major step towards a more equita­
bledistribution of the available food supplies. It was also noted
that consumption in the developed countries, especially of
livestock products, was excessive in both absolute and di­
etary terms, and that these countries should also reduce waste.
It wasnoted in this connexion that the increase in the feeding of
grain to livestock had recently slowed down as a result of price
relations. It was also suggested that more fish-meal and oil
could be used for direct human consumption instead of live­
stock feeding.

86. Some speakers noted that these growing imbalances in
the world food supply situation had come on top of a long­
standing, chronic state of hunger and malnutrition among large
parts of the populations of the developing countries. Many
speakers expressed their concern at the dimensions of hunger
and malnutrition in the world as revealed by FAO's latest
estimates.These indicated that at least 460 million people now
suffered from a severe degree of protein-energy malnutrition,
and that almost half of these were young children. In some
countries more than half of the deaths of children under five
years of age were directly or indirectly attributable to malnu­
trition. In addition many millions of people still suffered from
disabling diseases caused by a deficiency of specific nutrients
such as vitamin A and iron.

87. Projections of the future course of events differed ac­
cording to the assumptions made. It was generally agreed,
however, that the situation was bound to get considerably
worse in the future unless appropriate action was begun im­
mediately. The latest demand projections of FAO indicated
that the food import requirements of the developing countries
would risesteadily to unmanageable proportions if the increase
in their food production were not substar; .ially accelerated over
the rates achieved in the last decade or so. Even if the projected
increase in the demand for food in the developing count:ies
were met by a combination of accelerated increases in their
own production, commerical imports and food aid, the number
of people afflicted by protein-energy malnutrition would still
continue to increase.

88. In discussing the causes of the long-standing unsatis­
factory food situation in the developing countries, many
speakers referred to the urgent need of these countries for
adequate supplies ofcapital and offertilizers and other modern
inputs. It was pointed out that no solution to the substantial
world food problem could be found without a trans-.r of
technology and capital to the developing countries. Several
~peak~rs, on ~h~ other hand, f~lt that the increasingly capital­
~ntenslve agr~cultural producllo~ techniques that were being
~ntroduced In. many developing countries dangerously
Increased their already substantial dependence on the
developed countries and reduced their self-reliance. Many
speakers emphasized the importance of improving extension.
training and credit services, especially for small farmers. and of
changi~g outmoded rural institutional structures, particularly
reg~rdmg .Iandtenure, in order to provide the opportunity and
the Incentive for the vast mass of rural people to increase their
production and to participate more fully in the process of
development both as contributors and beneficiaries. The ten­
dency to neglect the important role played by women in food
and agricultural production, and in rural society as a whole,
was criticized by several speakers. Many referred to the effect
on nutrition and on general levels of living of the worsening
unem~loyment and under-em~loyment in most developing
oountnes. Several speakers considered that a main obstacle to
improving the food situation in developing countries lay in the
present discriminatory world trade arrangements. which
operated in favour of developed countries. It was stated that it
wasnot sufficientto increase agricultural production. but it was
also necessary to increase trade in agricultural products and to
produce surpluses that would contribute to stability.

89. Some speakers referred to difficulties caused by the
current rapid population growth in the developing countries,
and mentioned the relevant conclusions of the recent World
Population Conference that had been transmitted to the World
Fo~d Conference in docuI?ent E/CONF.65/9. • Although the
period of the future on which the World Food Conference was
focusing mainly concerned the next 10 years or so, during
which time the rate of population growth was virtually prede­
termined, action should be undertaken now to ensure that
population growth was reduced in the more distant future and
the size of the task for world food production proportionately
reduced. Although it was clear that the food needs entailed by
inevitable population growth must be met. it was equally clear
that population could not indefinitely continue to double every
generation, and that at some point the earth's capacity to sus­
tain human life would inevitably be overstretched if present
trends continued. Other speakers. however. believed that the
role of rapid population growth in causing or exacerbating the
world food problem had been exaggerated and could divert
attention from the real solution to the problem. Several
speakers felt that the prime causes of the food problem. as well
as of most other international problems, lay in political factors
such as capitalist and colonialist domination and exploitation.
the egoism of nations. the confrontations between the super­
powers. and unnecessary expenditure on armaments. Some
speakerssaid that past colonial rule had distorted the pattern of
agricultural production towards too great an emphasis on ex­
port crops, so that food crops had been neglected and left to the
smal! subsistence farmer. Several speakers believed that the
solution of the food problem depended primarily on universal
peace and security and the adoption of concrete measures for
disarmament.

, Report of the United Nations World Population Conference (Uni­
led Nations publication. Sales No. E. 75. XIII. 2,).
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D. IMreasing '000 production in developing and developed
eeuntrles

90. While many speakers were urgently concerned with the
need for emergency measures to meet the immediate food
crisis, the main emphasis of the general debate was on the
national and international action required to overcome
longer-term problems. Many speakers stressed the need to
achieve a better distribution of available food supplies, both
between and within countries. However, there was general
agreement that the first priority for the next decade must be a
substantial and sustained accelerati- 1 in the increase in food
production. in order to meet the increase in demand expected
from population growth and rising incomes, to rebuild stocks to
safe levels, and to provide for some improvements in nutrition
over and above those that would come from meeting the
increase in effective market demand.

91. It was agreed that Increased food production In the
developed countries would have a crucial role during the next
few years before it was possible to build up sufficient momen­
tum in the increase in production in the needy, developing
countries themselves. Increased production in developed
countries would also have an important role in balancing
supply and demand in the longer run. Some speakers warned,
however, against the encouragement of uneconomic produc­
tion in these countries. It was suggested that the efforts to
increase production in developed countries should be under­
taken in a concerted way, in order to work towards an
economic utilization of resources at the world level and thus
ensure that the special effort in developed countries went hand
in hand with the promotion of production in developing
countries. One speaker indicated that immediately after the
Conference his Government proposed to convene an export
planning group of major exporters to shape a concrete and
co-ordinated programme for the necessary increase in
production.

92. The general debate indicated full agreement on the
urgent need for a massive acceleration in the increase in food
production in the developing countr' ss, which had, in general,
fallen woefullyshort of the target ofa 4 per cen t annual average
increase called for in the International Development Strategy
for the Second United Nations Development Decade, and had
in most cases been below the goals specified in national
development plans.

93. There was general agreement that a huge increase in
investment in the agricultural sector would be required in order
to achieve the necessary expansion of food production in the
developing countries. Most of the extra effort must obviously
be undertaken by these countries themselves. A lirst need was
to give due priority to food and agriculture in national
development plans, although it was pointed out that if
agriculture had been neglected in the past it was because of a
lack not of political will but of resources. Many speakers
stressed the need for greater self-reliance in the developing
countries. However. it was agreed that increased foreign assis­
tance was indispensable at the present stage of their develop­
ment, particularly because agricultural modernization
depended so heavily on the use of inputs that at present had to
be imported mainly from abroad.

94. There was broad support for the estimate in document
E/CONF.65/4 that foreign assistance for agriculture in the
developing countries should be raised from the current level of
about $US 1,500million to at least $US 5,000 million a year by
1980. Many speakers deplored the failure of over-all deve' "­
ment assistance to even approach the targets set out in "le
International Development Strategy for the Second United
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Nations Development Decade. Several stressed the potential
role of the newly-increased earnings of the petroleum-export­
ing countries, although speakers from these countries pointed
out that they could not be regarded as wealthy in relation to
their own development needs. It was suggested that assistance
from both industrialized and petroleum-exporting countries
should be determined on all equitable basis. Several speakers
proposed a IQ per cent reduction in armaments expenditure in
order to free the necessary funds for agricultural development.
Several stressed that technical assistance should not be
neglected in relation to financial and material assistance. It was
suggested that the delays involved in obtaining funds from
bilateral and multilateral donors should be reduced, and that,
to that end. a major effort was needed in the preparation of
projects and the approval of feasibility studies without
needless loss of time.

95. Many speakers indicated the assistance their Govern­
mentswere already providing tor agriculture in the developing
countries, and some announced specific increases in their as­
'sistance allocations and programmes. There was widespread
support for the establishment of the Agricultural Development
Fund proposed in document E/CONF.65/4. It was suggested
by some that the World Bank, FAO and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) should immediately form
and convene this year a co-ordinating group for food produc­
tion and investment, bringing together traditional and new
donors,multilateral agencies and developing countries. Several
speakers stressed the need to concentrate investment funds on
strategic priority areas. The suggestion was made that aid
should be on a sectoral rather that a product basis, and that a
regional approach would be useful.

96. It was agreed that fertilizers constituted one of the main
priority areas. Some suggested that fertilizer production was an
ideal means by which the technology of the developed coun­
tries and the capital and raw materials of the petroleum
producers might combine to serve the growing needs of
developing countries, particularly on the basis of regional co­
operation. It was suggested that international co-ordination of
investmentwas needed in order to even out the fertilizer cycle.
Many speakers emphasized the need for special arrangements
to enable the developing countries to obtain adequate supplies
of fertilizers and other inputs, including equipment and
machinery in general, and assistance in paying for them.
Severalsuggestedthat the FAO International Fertilizer Supply
Scheme should be put on a longer-term basis and extended to
cover pesticides. There was broad support for the proposed
World Fertilizer Fund. It was suggested that the provision of
fertilizers under such a scheme could be linked to the es­
tablishment of food storage facilities.

97. Many representatives also accorded high priority to
research. Much more of the world's research effort should be
devoted specifically to food production and related problems
of the developingcountries. It was proposed that, in addition to
establishing new facilities, the resources for the eight interna­
tional research centres should be doubled by 1980. Among
other suggestions were those calling for the fuller use of na­
tional research centres and the establishment of a network of
research centres in scientifically chosen climatic areas. The
co-ordinating role of the Consultative Group on lm, rnational
Argicultural Research was cornmended. Reference was also
made to a study on climate and food supply being undertaken
by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), and to a
project ~o u~e advanced satellite techniques for survey..f a"d
forecastingImportant food crops.

98. The importance of reducing post-harvest losses of
foods, through better processing, storage and distribution, was

stresse
impo
tI,ualp
Refere
siderati
avoid
portant
the trai
to seek
and pe
the ne
tional
vestme
nology
tions,
emph
water
under
partic

99.
too ex
that h
on the
to fac
chang
gener
more
differ
provi
speak
ture
facto
intez
both
oper
need

I()(
probl
tion
child
Eve
deve
that
mal
laid
imp
in fa

I
to d



stressed by several speakers. A number also referred to the
important role of agro-industries, both for processing agricul­
turalproducts and for the provision of essential inputs.
Reference was made to the importance of environmental con­
siderations in agricultural policy decisions and to the need to
avoid erosion, deforestation and overgrazing. It was also im­
portant to make better use of energy in farming, to ensure that
the transfer of technology paid full regard to local conditions,
to seek more effective methods in the employment of fertilizers
and pesticides and to limit their excessive use. Also stressed was
the need to pay more attention to the improvement of tradi­
tional systems of agriculture that did not require massive in­
vestment, and to review whether any modifications in tech­
nology were required in the face of changing weather condi­
tions, especially in arid lands. Many speakers laid special
emphasis on the importance of irrigation and better use of
water resources, and on the urgent need to expand the area
under assured irrigation and scientific water management,
particularly in view of the effects of weather on food supplies.

99. Several speakers, however, cautioned against taking a
too exclusively technological approach to production problems
that had mainly social and political causes. Long-term success
on the food front would depend on the ability of Governments
to face up to the need for social, structural and institutional
change and to interweave the food production drive with a
general strategy of development. It was necessary to identify
more clearly what motivated farmers to produce more food in
different countries, and to formulate comprehensive policies to
provide them with the necessary incentives. In the view ofsome
speakers, land reform and a social transformation of agricul­
ture were highly important prerequisites for progress. Other
factors touched on different speakers included the need for an
integrated approach to rural development, price policies fair.
both to producers and consumers, crop insurance policies, co­
operative farming, the role of co-operatives in agriculture, the
need to make agriculture as attractive as the other sectors of the
economy, the consolidation of rural communities in order to
reduce infrastructure investment, farmer involvement in plan­
ning, the involvement ofwomen and youth in decision-making,
and the training of managers and administrators.

E. Improving consumption and nutrition

100. While it was urgent that more food be produced, the
problem of its better distribution and of improving the nutri­
tion of vulnerable and deprived groups, particularly young
children and pregnant and nursing mothers, remained crucial.
Even if the expected increase in demand for food in the
developing countries could successfully be met, it was likely
that the number of people suffering from severe protein-energy
malnutrition would continue to rise. Many speakers therefore
!aid considerable stress on the urgent need for measures to
Improve the quality of diet for special nutritional programmes
in favour of these groups.

101. A first need was to understand the problem better and
to develop new methods for combating it, and it was therefore
suggested that WHO, FAO and the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) should establish a global nutrition sur­
veillance system, and should arrange for an internationally
co-ordinated programme in applied nutritional research.
~everal speakers emphasized the need to devote special atten­
tion to food aid programmes explicitly designed to fight mal­
nutrition among the most vulnerable groups. It was suggested
that compaigns should be begun immediately against two of
the ~ost prevalent and blighting effects of malnutrition: vi­
tamin A blindness and iron deficiency anaemia. Among other
suggestions were those calling for rationing and subsidies for

low-income consumers, more attention to the need to prevent
premature weaning, and research programmes giving priority
to the development of suitable, locally-grown diets for young
children.

F. World food security and food aid

102. 'The general debate indicated broad agreement on the
need for a system of world food security as one of the main
pillars of a world food policy. The current world food crisis
clearly demonstrated the need for adequate reserve stocks for
protection against the vagaries of the weather and other
disasters. The proposals in document E/CONF.65/4 concern­
ing a co-ordinated system ofstock-holding, a food information
system, and food aid received general support.

103. Many speakers commended the Director-General of
FAO for his initiatives with regard to reserve stocks, and
expressed their support for the proposed International Under­
taking on World Food Security. Several emphasized the
desira~ility that all the major food erporting and importing
countries should be involved in the wond stock holding system.
It was neither prudent nor practical for one or even a few
countries to be the sole holder of the necessary reserves. N a­
tion~ with a history o.f e~treme fluctuations in import
requirements had an obligation, both to their own people and
to the world community. to participate in a system that shared
that responsibility more widely.

104. It was suggested that reserve stocks of cereals of as
much as 60 million tons above the current carryover might be
necessary for adequate protection. Several speakers stressed
the need for prudent management of the system at all levels,
while others mentioned the need for improved storage in the
developing countries. Some speakers felt that stocks should be
located in strategic areas near where they were likely to be
needed, in order to reduce transport costs and increase the
speediness with which they would be available. A number
proposed their own countries as suitable locations for regional
stocks. It was suggested that the present scarcity should not be
allowed to delay action on world food security, and that con­
sultations should start as soon as possible.

105. It was generally agreed that a food information sys­
tem, providing speedy information on harvest prospects and
stocks, as well as early warning of shortages, was a vital part of
world food security. It would be useful for exporting countries
to have advance information in order to plan production and
exports. Here too, many speakers stressed the need for par­
ticipation by all countries, especially those large ones that
might significantly affect the world situation. Several speakers
emphasized the need for having information on production
prospects in exporting countries, so that they could plan their
import requirements and schedules accordingly. Reference was
also made to the sensitive nature of food information and to the
danger that its misuse by speculators could lead to the de­
stabilization of markets. One speaker made a specific proposal
for a World-Wide Information System on the Food and
Agricultural Situation, and indicated that his Government
would be prepared to bear a substantial part of the cost of
putting it speedily into operation. It was suggested that
improvements were required in the techniques of forecasting
yields.

106. H was agreed that, even if the increase in food
production in the developing countries could be considerably
stepped up, for the foreseeable future food would still have to
be transferred on a substantial scale from where it was in
surplus to where it was in shortage. Even with the maximum
likely increase in food production in the developing countries,
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their import requirements were likely to increase greatly for
some years. The earnings of the developing countries them­
selves must of course remain the principal source for meeting
the cost ofthese imports, and the industrialized countries could
make a significant contribution simply by improving access to
their markets. Nevertheless, an expanded flow of food aid
would clearly be nesessary.

107. Many supported the minimum target of 10 million
tonsof food aid a year proposed in document E/CONF.65/4.
The opinion was also expressed that food aid should no longer
be the haphazard result of chance surpluses, and many
speakers stated that it should be planned for a period of about
three years ahead. It was suggested that the proposed Co-or­
c'linating Group for Food Production and Investment could
form a sub-committee on food financing, the first task ofwhich
would be to negotiate a minimum global quantity of food
whose transfer over the next three years it was prepared to
finance. Many speakers stressed that food aid targets should be
expressed in physical quantities rather than in terms of a par­
ticular currency, in orde.: to avoid possible loss because of
inflation.

108. It was felt that a clearer definition was needed of the
role offood aid, and a number ofsuggestions were made in this
regard. It was necessary to ensure that it did not operate as a
disincentive to increasing production in the developing coun­
tries or adversely affect the trade of food exporting developing
countries. It should be regarded as a transitional or palliative
measure while the developing countries did not produce
enough food or have enough purchasing power to obtain it. It
must not be allowed to perpetuate dependence or foster the
idea that it would always be available. It was further
emphasized that it was imperative to free the provision offood
aid from all political considerations.

109. Several representatives spoke in favour ofmultilateral
food aid, and cornmended the work of the United Nations/
FAO World Food Programme established by the General As­
sembly under resolution 1714 (XVI). It was suggested.
however, that multilateral food aid needed more resources in
order to play a greater and more effective role. It was also
suggested that the co-ordinating function of the United Na­
tions/FAO Intergovernmental Committee of the World Food
Programme should be strengthened.

110. Many speakers cornmended the role of food aid in
emergencies and disaster relief. There was widespread support
for the proposal that 500,000 tons of stocks should be set aside
specifically for this purpose. It was suggested that the WFP
should be given a stronger role in disaster relief and emergency
operations. Special attention should also be given to food aid
programmes explicitly designed to fight malnutrition among
the most vulnerable groups, including the provision of a special
"food aid basket" for this purpose.

G. Trade and agricultural adjustment

Ill. Itwas generally agreed that a comprehensive solution
of the food problem must include measures to improve the
conditions of the international trade in food. Many speakers
emphasized the need for the removal of trade restrictions. the
stabilization of commodity prices. improvements in the terms
of trade for food and agricultural products, and for orderly
marketing at the world level based on the concepts of equity
and justice. Many believed that trade problems reflected
serious shortcomings in the world's political, economic and
social structures and organization. Several speakers referred to
the effect on the terms of trade of the operations of multina-
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tional corporations, both as buyers of the products of the
developing countries and as suppliers of the inputs they had to
import.

112. Although many considered that the Conference was
not a trade negotiation forum, there: was broad agreement that
it should contribute to the negotiation of improved commodity
arrangements by underlining the urgency of the problem.
The proposed system of reserve stocks of cereals would itself
be an important contribution to greater stability. It was en­
visaged that the proposals before the Conference should
evolve eventually into more integrated stabilization
arrangements for food as a whole. as part of an over-all stra­
tegy for commodities in general.

113. Several speakers commended the work of UNCTAD
on trade problems and that initiated by FAO on international
agricultural adjustment. Several referred to the complexity of
the issues involved. It was necessary to increase the capacity of
the developing countries to be more self-reliant in food mat­
ters. while at the same time maintaining the capacity of the
developed countries to provide food and aid. All countries
should re-examine their national policies in order to give
greater priority to food production, but these national policies
needed to be reviewed at the international level in order that
international objectives should also be met.

114. A number of specific suggestions for approaches to
trade problems emerged from the statements made during the
course of the general debate. In the search for commodity
stabilization it was necessary to look beyond a narrowly com­
mercial, product-by-product approach. The general system of
tariff preferences should be extended to cover fully the
agricultural exports of the developing countries. A pragmatic
and flexible approach should be taken to the problem of
achieving more orderly marketing of food, combining the free
play of market forces with planning where necessary. It was
also necessary to eliminate support programmes in developed
countries that acted as a disincentive for production in the
developing countries. The need was suggested for a link
between the prices of raw materials and finished products.
Several speakers referred to their expectations from the current
round of trade negotiations in the GATT.

H. Follow-up action

115. A major theme of the general debate was the urgent
need to ensure speedy and effective follow-up action to
implement the decisions of the Conference. It was suggested
that detailed discussions should be held as early as possible on
each of the resolutions adopted by the Conference.

116. It was recognized that the implementation of many of
the proposals before the Conference might imply the need for
changes in international organization at and institutional
structures. Several speakers were opposed to the proliferation
of new institutions and believed that FAO and the other exist­
ing institutions were adequate for the task. Several others felt
that follow-up action would require a multidisciplinary and
integrated approach which would not be possible through a
single and isolated body, and that it might therefore be neces­
sary to establish a new order of institutions. Many speakers
preferred to keep an open mind on the form of a new over-all
body, such as the World Food Authority proposed in document
E/COi'lF.65/4. It was, however, generally believed that
modifications would, in any case, be needed in existing insti­
tutions to discharge any additional responsibilities. Particular
~tress ~as laid ~n the need to strengthen these institutions by
Increasmg their resources and authority, to improve their
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operating procedures, and to achieve better co-ordination and
co-operation between them.

117. Several speakers mentioned the potential co-ordinat­
ing role of the Economic and Social Council and of the FAO
Council. A number supported the creation of a World Food
SecurityCouncil at the highest political level, with supporting
subsidiary bodies attached to existing United Nations and
FAO institutions, Reference was also made to the need for
universal participation in new arrangements for follow-up ac­
tion.

I. Representation of liberation movements and Governments

118. In the course of the general debate, several speakers
noted with satisfaction that representatives of national libera­
tion movements had been invited and were present at the
Conference. Speaking on a point of order, one representative
expressedhis total and categoric opposition to the participstion
of the Palestine Liberation Organization which, he declared.
was not a true movement of national liberation but an or­
ganization of terrorist groups whose declared purpose was to
deprive a State Member of the United Nations of its national

existence. Inviting such an organization to participate in the
Conference was a serious political and mora! error and a
travesty of the Charter of the United Nations and of the fun­
damental aims of the Conference. The representative of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, speaking in exercise of his
right of reply, pointed out that :lis organization was par­
ticipating in the Conference in accordance with the terms of
Economicand Social Council resolution 1840(LVI). Also, 105
Member States had voted in favour of its participation in the
debate on the question of the Middle East in the United Na­
tionsGeneral Assembly. In the past, all national liberation and
resistancemovements had at one time or another been labelled
as terrorist groups by colonialist and occupying forces. In fact,
the objective of the Palestine Liberation Organization was
coexistence; and it was endeavouring to secure the just rights of
the Palestinian people.

119. Some representatives expressed their regret that no
invitation had been sent to the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam. They said
that failure to invite that Government was inconsistent with the
spirit of the Paris Agreement of 1973.Two speakers stated that
the Royal Government of the National Union of Cambodia
was the sole legal Government representing the Cambodian
people.
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Chapter Vi

SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS IN PLENARY ON THE REPORTS OF
THE MAiN COMMITTEES AND OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

136. The Committ
titled "Objectives for f
tion of the draft, a n
were made for amen
November 1974 the C<
working group under
man-cum-Rapporteur,
the basis ofdiscussion i
light of these suggestio
the Committee's cons
Congo. Cuba, Dahom
donesia, Kenya. Mexi

Summary ofproceeding

130. The need for
countries and the measu
tive were in the forefron
agreement on the magni
achieved, which neede
population but also in
debates concentrated m
which were necessary to

131. The Committe
developing countries to
respect to most of their
the developing countr
efforts to increase thei
developir.g countries w
agriculture in their deve
devote more resources
tural sector, including
fisheries. At the same
stantial increase in exter
export earnings.

132. Many speaker
production capacity of
needs, in helping to ov
city. Serious concern wa
the shortage of essentia
mittee expressed the vi
tries should be so prog
essential inputs to de
production plans.

133. In discussing t
of higher food product
mittee concentrated m
transformation of econ
in the resources availa
introduction of new t
already existing, and in
development efforts.

134. As regards in
need to be devoted t
improving and develo
tablishing programmes
trol, and soil conservat
emphasized the need tc
ment and to preserve th
resources for future gel'

135. Many speaker
the rational developm
resources was an imprc
tries' and of the world
production requiremen

Discussion

129. The Committee discussed this question at its 1st and
3rd meetings on 6 and 7 November 1974.

, Report of the United Nations World Population Conference
\:Jmted Nations pvhlicauon. Sales No. E. 75. XIII. 3). part one. chapter

1. MEASURES FOR INCREASiNG FOOD PRODUC·
TION IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITHIN THE
WIDER FRAMEWORK OF DEVELOPMENT (agenda
item 9(a»;
MEASURE« FOR INCREASING FOOD PRODUC
TION IN UEVELOPED COUNTRIES (agenda item
9(b)):
POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES FOR IMPROVING
CONSUMPTION PATTERNS IN ALL COUNTRIES.
AIMING AT ENSURING ADEQUATE AVAIL­
ABILITY OF FOOD IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.
PARTlCULARLY TO VULNERABLE GROUPS (agen­
da item 9(c»

125. The Committee considered agenda items 9(a). 9(b)
and 9(c) at its Istto 17th meetings from 6 to 16 November 1974.

126. For the consideration of these items, the Committee
had before it the relevant parts of the report of the Secretary­
General of the Conference entitled "The World Food
Problem: proposals for national and international action"
(E/CONF.65/4), the reports of the Preparatory Committee on
its first, second and third sessions (E/5454, E. ~ONF.65/5 and
6).

127. The Committee also took into account, under item 8,
the report of the Secretary-General of the Conference entitled
"Assessment of the world food situation. present and future"
(E/CONF.65/3~ and the relevant resolutions adopted by the
World Population Conference in the areas of population
change and economic and social development, population
resources and the environment and population and the family.'

128 In accordance with the recommendations of the
Conference, the Committee took as a basis for its discussion the
first fi.ve draft resolutions, numbered, respectively, I to V. set
fort~ In ~nnex V.U to the report of the Preparatory Committee
on Its third session (E/CONF.65/6). These draft resolutions
dealt with:

(a) Objectives for food production;

(b) Priorities for agricultural and rural development;
(c) Fertilizers;

(d) Agricultural research and training;

(e) Policies and programmes 10 improve nutrition.

(a) Objectives for food production

38

A. Report of the First Committee

INTRODUCTI0N

120. The Conference at its 1st meeting. on 5 November
1974, allocated to the First Committee for its consideration the
following agenda items:

9(a) Measures for increasing food production in developing
countries within the wider framework of development;

9(b) Measures for increasing food production in developed
countries;

9(c) Policies and programmes for improving consumption
patterns in all countries, and aiming at ensuring adequate
availability of food in developing countries. particularly to
vulnerable groups.

121. At the same meeting. the Conference also decided
that, in dealing with these agenda items. the Committee should
keep in view item 9(j) "Arrangements for follow-up action.
including appropriate operational machinery on recommen­
dations or resolutions of the Conference".

122. With regard to specific proposals submitted by
delegations. dealing with the question of the financing of
agricultural development and with follow-up action, the
Conference decided that the First Committee should consider
such aspects of these proposals as related to the financing of
agricultural development, and should transmit its findings and
conclusions thereon to the Second Committee. which would
embody them in its recommendations or: .:lHow-ur action.

123. Finally, the First Committee was assigned the task of
preparing a draft declaration of the Conference.

124. At its !st meeting on 6 November 1974. the Commit­
tee discussed the organization of its work. It agreed in this
oonnexion that the Vice-Chairman-cum-Rapporteur would be
responsible for the preparation of the report of the Commit­
tee's discussion on items 9(a) and 9(b) and the Rapporteur tor
item9(c) as well as the preparation of !lie draft Declaration of
the Conference. The Committee adopted the present report at
its 17th meeting on 16 November 1,974.

MEASURES FOR INCREASING FOOD PRCDUCTION
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WITHIN THE WIDER
FRAMEWORK OF DEVELOPMEt-i 1'; MEASURES
FOR INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION IN
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES; POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES FOR IMPROVING CONSUMPTION
PATTERNS iN ALL COUNTRIES. AND AIMING AT
ENSURING ADEQUATE AVAILABILITY OF FOOD
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY TO
VULNERP,BLE GROUPS.



Summary ofproceedings

136. The Committee had before it draft resolution I, en­
titled "Objectives for food production". During the considera­
tion of the draft, a number of suggestions and amendments
were made for amending the text. At its 3rd meeting on 7
November 1974 the Committee decided to set up an informal
working group under the Chairmanship of the Vice-Chair­
man-cum-Rapporteur. Mr. Abu Hakirn (Jl'dia), to prepare. on
the basis of discussion in the Committee and in particular in the
light of these suggestions and amendments. a revised draft for
the Committee's consideration. The members were: China.
Congo, Cuba, Dahomey. German Democratic Republic, In­
donesia. Kenya. Mexico. Romania. Sri Lanka. Switzerland.

130.. The need for producing more food in developing
C?untnes ~nd the measures neee~~ary for achieving this objec­
tivewere m the forefro~t of the discussions. There was general
agreement on the magnitude of the production objectives to be
achieve?, which nee?ed to reflect not only the growth of
population but also increased per capita supplies; and the
de~ates concentrated mainly on the strategies and programmes
which were necessary to achieve the production objectives.

131. The Committee agreed that there was a need for
developing countries to become increasingly self-sufficient with
respect to most of their major food items, and that, to this end,
the developing countries themselves should make greater
efforts to increase their food production. To achieve this,
developir.g countries would need to give a high priority to
agriculture in their development plans and programmes, and to
devote more resources and educational efforts to the agricul­
tural sector, including sufficient incentives, livestock and
fisheries. At the same time there was a need for a sub­
stantial increase in external aid to agriculture and for improved
export earnings.

132. Many speakers stressed the crucial role of the food
production capacity of developed countries, above their own
needs, in helping to overcome the serious short-run food scar­
city.Serious concern was expressed in the above context, about
the shortage of essential inputs, such as fertilizers. The Com­
mittee expressed the view that production in developed coun­
tries should be so programmed as not to hinder the supply of
essential inputs to developing countries or to delay their
production plans.

133. In discussing the strategy for achieving the c ojectives
of higher food production in developing countries, the Com­
mittee concentrated mainly on four basic requirements: the
transformation of economic and social structures, an increase
in the resources available for agricultural development, the
introduction of new technology and the adaptation of that
already existing, and increased participation of rural people in
development efforts.

134. As regards investments, a substantial share would
~eed to be devoted to the development of agriculture by
Improving and developing new land for cultivation and es­
tablishing programmes for irrigation, drainage and flood con­
trol, and soil conservation. In this connexion many speakers
emphasized the need to avoid possible damage to the environ­
ment and to preserve the productive capacity ofland and water
resources for future generations.

135. Many speakers also stressed that a pre-condition for
the rational development and utilization of land and water
resources was an improved knowledge of the individual coun­
tries' and of the world's potential for supporting future food
production requirements.
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(b) Priorities for agricultural and ruraldevelopment

Discussion

Summaryofproceedings
145. The Committee had before it draft resolution 11, en­

title? "Prioritie.s for .agricullural and rural development".
Dunng the consideration of the draft. a number of suggestions

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. United Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America and Venezuela. '

137. In accordance with this request the Vice-Chairman­
cum-Rapporteur submitted to the Committee at its 14th meet­
ing on 14November 1974 a revised draft resolution. At its 17th
meeting.on 16 November 1974: the Committee approved this
draft without a vote and decided to recommend it to '
Conference for adoption.

138. For the text of the draft resolution see part one,
chapter II, resolution I.

139. The Committee discussed this question at its 2nd and
3rd meetings on 7 November 1974.

140. While there was full agreement on the basic impor­
tance of accelerated growth of food production, it was
generally recognized that this could not be achieved through
application of capital and technology alone, but also called for
increasing the participation of the rural population, especially
small fanners and landless rural labourers and their families.

141. There was therefore general agreement that far­
reaching socio-economic reforms were urgently required in
!U~ny ~eveloping countries. This would entail agrarian reform
III ItsWidestsense, encompassing the establishment of farmers'
co-operatives and associations, rural workers' unions. new
pro~uc~ion and ten~~e structures, the provision of supporting
mstuunons and policies to ensure the availability of fertilizers
and other inputs, marketing and processing services, and credit.
~ well as ad<:quate administrative structures for planning and
implementation. Many speakers also stressed the need for
p~ogrammes for ens.uri~g that all rural families were provided
With a means of livelihood through agricultural 01 non­
a.gricultu:al. employment and had access to adequate educa­
tion, trammg, extension services, information and com­
munications, public health and other social services.

142. In this -xmnexion there were several references to the
special role of women in rural society as producers, processors
or small traders of food and as consumers, in family nutrition.
and in child care and education. Several speakers also stressed
the need to equip youth for their prospective role in production
and family life.

143. I.t was g~~erally agree? tha~ w~ile no single pattern of
rural, sO~lal. political, econ~mlc or mstu: ional arrangements
was applicable to all countnes, there was much to be said for
in~egrated rural development as a flexible concept which per­
1TIlt~ed c~untries to design their specific national strategies to
achieve simultaneously production and social objectives.

144. Several speakers pointed out that the criteria and
procedures for financial and other assistance applied by inter­
n.ational and. bilateral agen~ies were such as to discourage as­
sistance being made available for comprehensive rural
development pro.grammes ~nd called on these agencies to place
greater emphasis on social, rather than purely economic
benefits flowing from investment.
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were made for p:ilending the text, At its 3rd meeting on 7
November 1974 the Committee requested the informal
working group, set up under the chairmanship of the Vice­
Chairman-cum-Rapporteur, to prepare, on the basis of dis­
cissions in the Committee, and in particular in the light of
these suggestions and amendments, a revised draft for the
Committee's consideration.

146. At its 14th meeting on 14 November 1974 the Com­
mittee considered the draft resolution submitted by the Vice­
Chairman-cum-Rapporteur in accordance with this request. At
its 17th meeting on 16 November 1974, the Committee
approved this draft without a vote and decided to recommend
it to the Conference for adoption.

147. For the text of t~,e draft resolution, see part one,
chapter II, resolution H.

(c) Fertilizers

Discussion

148. The Committee considered this question at its 3rd, 6th
and 7th meetings on 7 and 9 November 1974.

149. In discussing the role of modem technology in efforts
to increase food production, the Committee recognized that a
dynamic growth in food production required a full range of
inputs, including fertilizers, quality seeds, pesticides, draft
power and water. The efficient use of all these inputs would
depend greatly on well-organized distribution, effective credit
systems and training of farmers.

150. General concern was expressed about the current
shortage,and the high prices, of fertilizers, which were jeopar­
dizing many developing countries' efforts to increase their food
production. The Committee referred to the various efforts of
the United Nations system aimed at ensuring a fair share of the
short fertilizer supplies to developing countries, and called for
further strengthening of these efforts as a part of an over-all
policy for fertilizer production and use. The Committee
eciphasized the need for increasing fertilizer production in
developing countries, both by a better utilization of existing
plant and by substantially enlarging their production capacity.
For both purposes, strong support from countries having the
necessary finances, raw materials, skills and know-how would
be needed, and the Committee urged that arrangements be
made to this effect,

15l. The shortage and high price ofchemical fertilizers had
highlighted the need, and opportunities, for more efficient fer­
tilizer use, and necessity to make better use of plant nutrients
from other sources, such as organic wastes, as also through
nitrogen fixation. Wide support was received fer the idea of
calling for voluntary restraint in the non-essential uses of fer­
tilizers.

152. With reference to the other inputs, the Committee
proposed specific draft resolutions' for the Conference on
pesticides and quali'v seeds. In addition many speakers con­
sidered agricultural l&1aci,inery, including improved hand tools,
animal- and tractor-drawn equipment and power units. as im­
portant inputs for increasing output and productivity. Prudent
use of such inputs would increase employment potential by
intensifying production, reducing seasonal labour peaks, and
opening new lands. It was recognized, however, that the level of
mechanization aimed at had to be consistent with the socio­
economic conditions and objectives of the country concerned,

• See paragraphs 177. 191 and 197,
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and that farmers needed to be more thoroughly trained in the
operation and maintenance of mechanized equipment. A
number of speakers drew attention to the need to ensure that
post-harvest losses, which were a serious problem in many
developing countries, were reduced through better transport,
storage and processing, thereby increasing the availability of
food to consumers.

Summary ofproceedings

153. The Committer had before it draft resolution m, en­
titled "Fertilizers". During the consideration of the draft a
number ofsuggestions were made for amending the text. After
informal consultations. a revised draft was prepared. The
Committee considered this draft at its 17th meeting on 16
November 1974, approved it without a vote and decided to
recommend it ,0 the Conference for adoption.

154. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution HI.

(d) Agriculturalresearch and training
Discussion

155. The Committee considered this question at its 5th
meeting on 8 November 1974.

156. Apart from the specific contribution that modern in­
puts were already making to agricultural growth in developing
countries, there was general recognition of the need to harness
agricultural research as a whole to support the efforts to raise
the levels of food production and consumption. The Commit­
tee supported the necessity for increased agricultural resea-ch
activities, convinced that a strong integrated, global research
effort was essential. Concern was expressed th"t insufficient
attention had been devoted to the problems of management of
the environment and resources in tropical, subtropical, arid
and semi-arid areas. The Committee therefore called for
increased research investment on the crops, livestock, and en­
vironmental and socio-economic problems of these areas.

157. Most spe: 'iers stressed that both developed and
developing countries must play a part in this increased effort.
The former, in addition to providing assistance to national,
regional, and international centres and programmes in
developing countries, should devote more resources to basic
research oriented to the solution of problems impeding
development. The latter should expand their resources being
devoted to applied research, including the adaptation of exist­
~g ~owledge, improved varieties and techniques, to local
srtuations, and to formulating and bringing into force measures
to accelerate their use by producers, within a framework of
national priorities.

158. The Committee highlighted priority areas of research
for special attention, including the need to increase yield and
quality of staple foods (especially cereals and grain legumes),
to stabilize production and increase; productivity, to foster the
deveiopment of biological sources of plant nutrients, the use of
solar and other "free" energy sources, to study the impact of
climate on production and to establish plant and animal gene­
tic resources networks. It also recommended a study of the
feasibility of an international programme on the use of remote
sensing techniques in agriculture, including the use of data
from earth resources satellites.

159. Recognizing that the impact of research efforts
depended on the application of results at the production level,
the Committee insisted that the further development of
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research services must be associated with concomitant
strengthening of pre-vulgarization, extension, training, and
advisory :z •• ices for the producer. and called upon all coun­
tries to increase support to these services, at all levels and in all
sectors of the rural community, and to institute measures to
reduce the loss of trained personnel.

160. It was emphasized by the Committee that extension
services and org,anizations had to be vastly expanded and
strengthened not only for transfer of research results but also
for the transmission of existing technology and training of
fanners in improved practices and for the provision to them of
all necessary services.

161. The Committee stressed the importance of the
collaboration of international agencies, donor countries and
organizations. particularly those constituting the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research, in the co-or­
dinated mobilization of the resources needed to augment those
of the developing countries themselves, and urged that the
over-all investment devoted to agricultural research in na­
tional, regional and internationai programmes should be
increased several-fold by 1985 in real terms.

Summaryofproceedings

162. The Committee had before it draft resolution IV. en­
titled "Agricultural research and training". During the con­
sideration of the draft, a number of suggestions were made for
amending the text. At its 5th meeting on 8 November 1974, the
Committee requested the informal working group set up under
the Chairmanship of the Vice-Chairman-cum-Rapporteur, Mr.
Abu Hakim (India) to prepare, on the basis of discussions in the
committee, and in particular in the light of the discussions and
the amendments, a revised draft for the Committee's consid­
er- tion,

163. At its 14th meeting on 14 November 1974 the Com­
mittee considered the draft resolution submitted by the Vice­
Chairman-cum-Rapporteur in accordance with this request. At
its 17th meeting on 16 November 1974, the Committee
approved this draft without a vote and decided to recommend
it to the Conference for adoption.

164. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution IV.

(e) Policies andprogrammes to improve nutrition

Discussion

165. The Committee considered this question at its 2nd and
Sth meetings on 7 and 11 November 1974.

166. The Committee stressed that the primary purpose of
increasing agricultural production and availability of food t?
the developing countries was that of ensuring adequate nutn­
tional status for all of their populations. There was general
agreement that it was the common objective of all nations to
confront the challenge of hunger and malnutrition. Many
speakers pointed out that hunger and malnutrition were
primarily the consequence of widespread poverty and
emphasized the need to combat them through the implemen­
tation of national food and nutrition policies within the
framework of general economic and social development. In
this context the Committee stressed the importance of dras­
tically improving economic and social structures, WItha view to
achieving a more equitable income distribution and higher
levels of employment.

167. Improving knowledge ofall the factors influencing the
levels of food consumption and the nutritional status of
populations should be a continuous process and linked to food
and nutrition action programmes.

168. 'While there was a general endorsement of the idea
that larger nutritional programmes, including supplementary
feeding programmes geared to the most vulnerable groups of
the population. were neCeSS1\1"'j to prevent and combat malnu­
trition. it was also felt that supplementary feeding programmes
should whenever possible be implemented as a component of a
wider range of far-reaching and long-lasting nutrition inter­
vention programmes. Many speakers referred to the
widespread misuse of food both in the affluent and the poor
countries in the form of over-consumption, and to the losses
caused by bad handling and processing, and therefore stressed
the need for educating and protecting the consumer.

169. Many speakers drew attention to the aggravating role
of parasitic and infectious diseases, lack ofclean water supplies
and poor environmental sanitation on the incidence of malnu­
trition, and to the interrelationship between the nutrition of the
child and the mother. They pointed out that specific nutritional
deficiencies constituted serious health problems.

170. The very important role of women in the fight against
malnutrition was underlined by many speakers. It was impor­
tant that mothers, especially these pregnant and lactating, were
adequately fed, and received proper education to improve the
nutritional situation of their families. The importance of
breast-feeding and the economic and nutritional value of
human milk was stressed.

171. The Committee stressed that special efforts, through
appropriate legislation and food control measures, were
required to educate consumers on better USt of available food
resources, to safeguard them against health hazards and to
assist them against misleading advertising, ruthless marketing
and commercial frauds, in particular with regard to mother's
milk substitutes and other baby foods.

172. Several speakers stressed that it was necessary to
generate a deep world-wide public concern for the problems of
malnutrition in order to motivate the political will of Govern­
ments without which no far-reaching results could be achieved.
One representative proposed that well-to-do adults might
agree to go without one meal a week and contribute the amount
saved to a voluntary fund for relief to the hungry children of
the world.

173. Many speakers pointed out the useful function that
could be performed by FAO, WHO and UNICEF, in co­
operation with other international agencies and non-govern­
mental organizations, in assisting Governments to develop in­
tersectoral food and nutrition plans and programmes. These
agencies and non-governmental organizations might be
equally useful by helping in the establishment of a global
nutrition surveillance system. a world-wide control programme
to reduce various specific nutritional deficiencies, a food con­
tamination monitoring programme and the strengthening of
food legislation and food control programmes and. in order to
implement activities m these areas, the development of co-or­
dinated programmes in applied nutritional research.

Summaryof proceedings

174. The Committee had before it draft resolution V. en­
titled "Policies and programmes to improve nutrition". During
the consideration of the draft, a number of suggestions were
made for amending the text. At its 2nd meeting on 7
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November, the Committee decied to set up under the chair­
manship of the Rapporteur, Mr. U1fHjertonsson (Sweden), an
informal working group to prepare, on the basis of these
suggestions and amendments, a revised text for the Commit­
tee's consideration. The members were: Gabon, India, Nigeria,
Norway, the United States of America and Venezuela.

175. At its i7th meeting on 16 November 1974, the Com­
mittee considered a revised draft resolution submitted by the
Rapporteur on the subject. The Committee approved this draft
without a vote and decided to recommend it to the Conference
for adoption.

176. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution V.

177. During the course of its work, the Committee con­
sidered draft resolutions and proposals submitted by 2 number'
of delegations. Some of these proposals were, as far as possible,
integrated into the resolutions referred to above. Others which
were not directly related to the substance of the above-men­
tioned draft resolutions or were heid to be sufficiently impor­
tant to stand on their own were considered as separate draft
resolutions. In their first revised form, these draft resolutions
were:

(j) World Soil Charter and Land Capability Assessment
(E/CONF.65/C.I/L.2/Rev.l)

(g) Scientific Water Management: Irrigation. Drainage and
Flood Control (E/CONF.65/C.1IL.9/Rev.I)

(h) Women and Food (E/CONF.65/C. ilL. i3/Rev.l)
(i) Achievement of a Desirable Balance Between Population

and Food Supply (E/CONF.65/C.I/L.14/Rev.l)
(j) Pesticides (E/CONF.65/C.1 /L.15/Rev.l)
{k] Programme for the control of African animal

trypanosomiasis (E/CONF.65/C.I/L.16/Rev.l)
(I) Seed Industry Development (E/CONF.65/C.l l

L.17/Rev.l)

(0 WorldSoil Charterand Land CapabilityAssessment

Discussion

178. Many speakers stressed that the hitherto unused or
under-utilized land resources of the world represented a major
potential for increasing food production in many developing
countries. They emphasized that the rational use of these
resources called for a careful assessment of their productive
capability, and that for this purpose a survey should be carried
out, building 011 the FAO/UNESCO World Soil Resources
Map. Many speakers also suggested that a World Soil Charter
should be drawn up, to provide a guide for more rational land
use and for the conservation of the world's soil resources for
future generations.

Summaryofproceedings

179. At its 2nd meeting on 7 November 1974. the Com­
mittee received a draft resolution submitted by France (El
CONF.65/C.1 /1..2). Subsequently, following informal consul­
tations the Committee considered a revised text at its 17th
meeting on 16 November, approved it without a vote and
decided to recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

!80. For the text of the draft resolutio... see part one,
chapter Il, resolution VI.
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(g) Scientific Water Management: Irrigation, Drainage and
FloodControl

Discussion

181. The Committee stressed the importance ofwater as an
input for agricultural production in developing countries, and
drew attention to the large investments in programmes on
irrigation, drainage and flood control which would be needed
in ~rder to achieve the required growth of food production in
them. Parallel to this, there was need for Governments and
multilateral and bilateral financial and technical assistance
programmes to pay attention to the improvement of existing
facilities, and to promote the optimal use ofwater resources by
encouraging the observation of principles and practices of
scientific water management.

Summaryofproceedings

182. At its 7th meeting on 9 November 1974, the Commit­
tee received a draft resolution submitted by Bangladesh, Egypt,
India. Indonesia, Nigeria and Pakistan (E/CONF.
65/C.l/L.9). Subsequently, following informal consultations
the Committee considered a revised text at its 17th meeting on
16 November, approved it without a vote and decided to
recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

183. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution VII.

(h) Women andfood

Discussion

184. The Committee recognized the important role played
by women in all aspects of rural life, particularly in relation to
the nutritional and health situation of their families, and in
child care and education. Many speakers pointed out the very
important contribution made by women to food production in
developing countries. It was stressed that women needed to be
provided with opportunities for a fuller participation in the
formulation and implementation of plans and programmes for
economic and social development and for improved nutrition,
and that they needed to be as~ed full access to medical and
social services and to nutrition education. Several speakers also
stressed that women should be provided with means to space
their children in order to allow maximum lactation and to
protect their health.

Summary ofproceedings

185. At its 7th meeting on 9 November 1974, the Commit­
tee received a draft resolution submitted by Bangladesh, Egypt,
Iran, Sierra Leone, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America (E/
CONF.65/C.1/L.13). Subsequently, following informal con­
sultations the Committee considered a revised text at its 17th
meeting on 16 November, approved it without a vote and
decided to recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

186. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution VIII.

(i) Achievement

Discussion

187. There
achieve a suitab
ply, particularl
resollrces were .
reached in Buc
of Action, and r
required in the
strategies.

Summaryofpro

188. At its 7
tee received a
Bangladesh, B
Kenya, Lesoth
Pakistan, Pana
Leone, Sri
CONF.65/C.11
sultations the
meeting on 16
decided to reco

189. For t
chapter II, reso

Discussion

190. TheC
shortages of p
rapid increas
developing eo
increasing, wh
both develope
a matter of urg
which would e
reasonable prf
Several speak:
promote meth
pesticides.

Summaryofpr

191. At its
tee received a
CONF.65/C.1
sultations the
meeting on 1
decided to re

192. For t
chapter Il, re

, Report of
(United Nation.
I.



(i) Achievement ofa Desirable Balancebetween Population and
FoodSupply

Discussion

187. There was widespread agreement on the need to
achievea suitable balance between population and food sup­
ply, particularly ;n view of the fact that land and water
resources were limited. Many speakers recalled the agreement •
reached in Bucharest with regard to a World Population Plan
of Action,and reaffirmed that sound population policies were
required in the framework of naticnal long-term development
strategies.

Summaryofproceedings

188. At its 7th meeting on 9 November 1974,the Commit­
tee received a draft resolution submitted by Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Burma, Egypt, Ghana, India, Iran,
Kenya, Lesotho, Malaysia, Mauritius, Nepal, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Sierra
Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan and Turkey (El
CONF.65/C.l/L.14). Subsequently. following informal con­
sultations the Committee considered a revised text at its 17th
meeting on 16 November, approved it without a vote and
decided to recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

189. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution IX.

(j) Pesticides

Discussion

190. The Committee noted that high prices and widespread
shortages of pesticides had become a se~ere obst~cle to t~e

rapid increase of agricultural production, particularly In

developingcountries, and many speakers s!ressed the ~~ed f?r
increasing, wherever feasible, the pro~uctlOn ,of pesttcI~es ID

both developed and developing countries, and for mounnng, as
a matter of urgency, internationally co-ordinated progra~mes

whichwould ensure the availability to developing countries at
reasonable prices of pesticides and pest control equipment.
Several speakers also called for the need to develop and
promotemethods of pest control which relied lesson the use of
pesticides.

Summaryofproceedings

191. At its 7th meeting on 9 November 1974, the Commit­
tee received a draft resolution submitted by Pakistan (E/­
CONF.65/C.l IL. 15). Subsequently, following informal con­
sultations the Committee considered a revised text at its 17th
meeting on 16 November, approved it without a ~ote and
decided to recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

192. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter 11, resolution X.

, Report of the United Nations World Population Conference
(United Nations publication. Sales No. E. 75. XiiI. 3). part one. chapter
I.
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(k) Programmefor the controlofAfrican animal
trypanosomiasis

Discussion

193. The Committee drew attention to the importance of
intensified measures in the African continent to control the
tsetse fly, the principal vector of trypanosomiasis, and stated
that this would open up vast new land resources and greatly
increase the livestock and crop production capability of the
continent. Special importance was therefore placed on the
mounting of an urgent international programme to make an
early impact on this major problem.

Summaryofproceedings

194. At its 7th meeting on 9 November 1974, the Commit­
tee received a draft resolution submitted by Nigeria (El
CONF.65/CJ/L.l6). Subsequently, following informal con­
sultations the Committee considered a revised text at its 17th
meeting on 16 November, approved it without a vote and
decided to recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

195. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution Xl.

(I} Seedindustrydevelopment

Discussion

196. Many speakers referred to the importance of having a
secure supply of viable seeds of high-yielding and adapted
varietieswith a high genetic and physical purity in increasing
crop production and productivity, and stressed the need for
intensifying national and international efforts to establish
efficient national seed production and utilization programmes.
Stresswasalso laid on the need for national and regional seed
reserve stocks for use in emergencies, and Oil the need for
effective measures to guard against spread of seed-borne pests
and diseaseswhich might occur as international co-operation
on crop research and the trade in seeds intensified.

Summaryofproceedings

197. At its 10th meeting the Committee received a draft
resolution submitted by Austria (E/CONF.65/C.l/L.17).
Subsequently, following informal consultations the Committee
considereda revised text at its 17th meeting on 16 November.
approved it without a vote and decided to recommend it to the
Conferencefor adoption.

198. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
cha] 'er Il, resolution XII.

11. ARRANGEMENTS FOR FOLLOW-UP ACTION,
INCLUDING APPROPRIATE OPERATIONAL
MACHINERY ON RECOMMENDATIONS OR
RESOLUTIONS OF THE CONFERENCE (agenda item
9(j)

Discussion

199. At its 15th meetrag on 15 November 1974 the Com­
mittee discussed institutional arrangements. relating to
follow-up action. expected to be ·recommended by the



Conference for submission to the Second Committee, which
was charged with the responsibility for this item of the
Conference agenda.

200. The discussion covered two main levels of institu­
tional arrangements. The first of these concerned the need to
generate political will and to make decisions on major food and
agricultural development issues of global significance. The
second level concerned the need for institutional arrangements
which would make for co-ordi vated implementation of
agricultural development programmes and projects, through
the mobilization of resources and their effective utilization. At
both levels. the urgency for early action was stressed as a critical
consideration in determining the best forms of future institu­
tional arrangements.

201. Several speakers believed that there was need for a
new body at ministerial level to ensure that agricultural and
rural development received the high priority which was essen­
tial and to co-ordinate the follow-up action. Many other
speakers expressed the view that existing organizations and
bodies could effectively implement the follow-up action if their
resc-irces were strengthened and if their organizational struc­
tures were reinforced or modified. In their views, the desired
co-ordination at the political level could be achieved through
the Economic and Social Council or through ministerial meet­
ings of existing FAO bodies. They emphasized the need to
make maximum effective use of existing institutions. especially
FAO, with responsibilities for, and with proven experience in,
agriculture and rural development and in the channelling of
investment funds for agricultural development. Some of these
speakers considered that the effectiveness of existing institu­
tions had been constrained by the low priority and lack of funds
accorded to agriculture in the past. Other speakers considered
that the need existed to re-examine the existing international
organizations with a view to improving their effectiveness and
restructuring them in view of the substantial new tasks which
would be envisaged for them in the future.

Summary ofproceedings

202. At the same meeting. the Committee, following its
discussion of the subject. decided to transmit to the Second
Committee a summary of the views expressed by delegations
during the debate so that the Second Committee could embody
these views in its over-all package of recommendations on
follow-up action to the Conference.

203. In addition to the resolutions referred to in paragraph
177. the Committee had before it three draft resolutions which
it agreed to consider as separate texts.
These draft resolutions dealt with:

(m) International Fund for Agricultural Development (El
CONF.65/C.1 IL.19/Rev.l)

(n) Reduction of military expenditure for the purpose of
increasing food production (E/CONF.65/C.I/L.II/Rev.l)

(0) Food aid to victims of colonial wars in Africa (El
CONF.65/C. I IL.26)

(m) International Fund for Agricultural Development

Discussion

204. The Committee agreed that there was an urgent need
for a substantial increase in the flow of assistance to agriculture
in developing countries, to help them to bring about the
required increase in food production and to speed up their

agricultural development. The Committee therefore welcomed
warmly the proposal made by a number of cc un tries 10 es­
tablish an International Fund for Agricultural Development.

205. The Committee stressed that the contributions to the
Fund. which would be voluntary, should be additional to aid
and investment funds already flowing to agriculture, and the
resources so received should be substantial. Regarding the
Governing Board. which would consist of representatives of
contributing developed and developing countries, as well as
recipient countries. the Committee stressed the need for
regional balance among the latter.

206. The Committee welcomed the proposal that the Fund
would operate through existing institutions. Some speakers
suggested that disbursements. including loans, from the Fund
should be carried out through national as well as international
and/or regional institutions. As regards the type of projects and
programmes which the Fund would finance, most speakers felt
that the primary emphasis should be on projects aimed at
increasing food production. including livestock and fisheries,
and that the scope of the Fund should not be enlarged to cover
rural development in general. Some other speakers, however,
suggested that the Fund should also cover projects related to
rural development and agricultural development in general,
including forestry.

207. The Committee stressed the urgency of immediate
action to establish the Fund and to bring it into action. and
welcomed the suggestion that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations convene urgently a meeting of al1 interested
countries and agencies to work out the details for launching it.
Several speakers expressed the hope that appropriate legal
procedures for this purpose would be speedily defined.

Summary ofproceedings

208. At its 15th meeting on 15 November 1974, the Com­
mittee received a draft resolution submitted by Bahrain.
Gambia, India. Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Mexico, Morocco,
Netherlands, Oman, Pakistan. Philippines. Republic of Viet­
Nam, Saudi Arabia. Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan. Syrian
Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates and Venezuela (El
C0NF.65/C.l!L.19). At its !6th meeting on the same date. the
Committee received a revised draft resolution (El
CONF.65/C.1/L.19/Rev. I) with the following co-sponsors:
Afghanistan. Algeria, Australia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Egypt,
Gambia, Ghana. India. Indonesia, Iran, Jordan. Kuwait,
Libya. Malaysia. Mexico, Moroccu, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Qatar,
Republic of'Viet-Nam, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka.
Sudan. Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia. United Arab Emirates.
Venezuela and Yugoslavia. The Committee considered this
revised draft at its 17th meeting on 16 November 1974.
approved it without a vote and decided to recommend it to the
Conference for adoption.

209. For the text of the draft resolution. see part one,
chapter Il, resolution XIII.

(n) Reduction of military expenditure for the purpose of
increasingfood production

Discussion

210. The Committee considered this question at its 9th and
15th meetings on II and 15 November 1974.

211. Most speakers emphasized the need for reductions in
military expenditure for the purpose of development, Pointing
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to the enormous disproportion between military expenditure
and the present goals of agriculture development aid, they
called for the allocation of the sums so released to the financing
of food production in developing countries and the establish­
ment of emergency reserves. Some of these speakers
emphasized that the initiative for such reductions in military
expenditure would need to come from the developed countries
since their military expenditures were much greater than those
of the developing countries. One speaker pointed out that
developing countries were faced with the threat ofcolonialism,
zionism and imperialism. In this speaker's view, the developing
countries should primarily strengthen their self-defence
capabilities and safeguard State sovereignty and indepen­
dence. To ask developing countries to reduce military expen­
diture not only could in no way solve the urgent food problem
of the world today, but was even to the disadvantage of the
security of the numerous small and medium-sized countries.
Other speakers stressed that the objectives of urgently ac­
celerating food production and agricultural development could
not wait upon and should not be conditional upon reductions
in military expenditures. In their view, the reduction ofmilitary
expenditures needed to be sought, but through ways and means
which were independent of food and agricultural consider­
ations; it was further pointed out that these ways and means
were already being pursued.

Summary ofproceedings

212. At its 9th meeting on 11 November 1974, the Com­
mittee received a draft resolution submitted by Peru (El
CONF.65/C.l!L.II). Subsequently, following informal con­
sultations, a revised draft was prepared (E/CONF.
651C.IIL.lI/Rev.I). The Committee considered that text at its
17th meeting on 16 November 1974 and generally agreed to
recommend it to the Conference for adoption.

213. For the text of the draft resolution, see part one,
chapter Il, resolution XIV.

(0) Foodaid to victimsofcolonialwarsin Africa

Discussion

214. The Committee discussed this question at its 16th
meeting on 15 November 1974. Although a very few delega­
tions expressed doubts whether it was appropriate for the
Committee to discuss the question, there was a large measure
of support for assistance to the victims of colonial wars in
Africa. Many speakers stressed the urgent need for interna­
tional assistance to national liberation movements or govern­
ments of the countries concerned not only to meet their im­
mediate food problems, but also to help them in their national
reconstruction efforts. Some delegations referred in this con­
nexionto their bilateral aid.

Summary ofproceedings

215. At its 15th meeting on 15 November 1974, the Com­
mittee received a draft resolution submitted by Algeria (El
CONF.65/C. I1L.26). At its 17th meeting on 16 November
1974,the Committee considered this draft resolution, approved
it without a vote, and decided to recommend it to the
Conference for adoption.

216. For the text of the draft resolution. see part one,
chapter 11, resolution XV.
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DraftDeclarot'r i 0'1 the 3radicatio" ofHunger and
Malnutrition

Discussion

217. At its 1st meeting on 6 November 1974, when the
Committee was considering the organization of its work, it was
felt that it would be desirable for work on the preparation of a
draft Declaration of the Conference to be undertaken by an
informal working party, simultaneously with the work of the
Committee. Accordingly, an informal working party under the
chairmanship of the Rapporteur, Mr. Ulf Hjertonsson
(Sweden), was established with the following membership:
China, Congo, Dahomey, German Democratic Republic,
Kenya, Peru, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and
Yugoslavia.

Summary ofproceedings

218. At its 16th meeting on 15 November 1974, the Rap­
porteur made an oral report on the progn::ss of the work of the
informal working party, and the Committee took note of h.s
report. At its 17th meeting on 16 November 1974, the Rappor­
teur submitted a draft text (E/CONF.65/C.I/L.25 and
Add.1-5) for consideration by the Committee. Following in­
formal consultations, a revised text was prepared, the Com­
mittee approved this revised text and decided to recommend it
to the Conference for adoption.

219. For the text of the draft Declaration, see part one,
chapter I.

Actionby the Conference

220. At its 16th meeting, on 16 November 1974, the
Conference took note of .he report of the First Committee.

221. The Conference took action on the recommendations
of the first Committee as follows:

The draft Universal Declaration on the Eradication ofHunger
andMalnutrition was adopted without a vote. (For the text, as
adopted, see part one, chapter I.)

Draft resolution I was adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter 11, resolution 1.)

Draft resolution Il was adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted see part one, chapter II, resolution Il.)

Draft resolution III was adopted without a vote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one, chapter II, resolution HI.)

Draft resolution IVwas adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution IV.)

Draft resolution Vwas adopted without a vote. (For the text.
as adopted, see part one, chapter H, resolution V.)

Draft resolution VI was adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted. see part one, chapter Il, resolution VI.)

Draft resolution VII was adopted without a vote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one. chapter II, resolution VII.)

Draft resolution VUf was adopted without a vote. (For the
text. as adopted, see part one, chapter 1I,resolution vm.)

Draft resoluttollIXwas adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter II, resolution IX.)

Draft resolution X was adopted without a vote. (For the text.
as adopted, see part one, chapter 11, resolution X.)



Draft resolution XI was adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution Xl.)

Draft resolution XII was adopted without a ~ote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XH.)

Draft resolution XIII was adopted without a vote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XIII.)

Draft resolution XIV was adopted without a vote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XIV.)

Draft resolution XV was adopted without a vote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XV.)

222. At the same meeting. the representative of the Federal
Republic of Germany. referring to resolution XlII e~titled

"International Fund for Agricultural Development". said that
his Government preferred .0 channel its bilateral and mul­
tilateral aid in the agricultural sector and would substantially
increase that assistance through existing institutions.

223. Also at the same meeting, the representatives of
China, Albania and Iran expressed reservations concerning
draft resolution XIV entitled "Reduction of military expendi­
tures for the purpose of increasing food production"..The
following delegations stated that they would have abstained
had the Conference voted on this resclution: United Kingdom
ofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland, Denmark. Netherlands,
Australia, France, Belgium. Ireland. the United State~ of
America, Switzerland, Italy, Israel. Japan, Federal Republic of
Germany, Sweden, Norway and Austria.

224. Representatives of the following delegations stated, in
connexion with resolution XV entitled "Food aid to victims of
colonial wars in Africa", that for lack of instruction they would
have abstained had a vote been taken on this resolution: Unit­
ed Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France,
Denmark and Switzerland.

225. The representative of the Holy See stated. with regard
to resolution IX entitled "Achievement of a desirable balance
between population and food supply", that he would have
abstained had the Conference voted on this resolution.

B. Report of the Second Committee

MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN WORLD FOOD SECU­
RITY: ARRANGEMENTS FOR FOLLOW-UP ACTION

INTRODUCTION

226. The Conference at its lst meeting on 5 November
1974 allocated to the Second Committee for its consideration
agenda item 9 (d). entitled "The strengthening of world food
security through measures .including inter alia a ~etler ~arly

warning and food information system. more effective national
and international stock-holding policies and improved ar­
rangements for emergency relief and food aid". The
Conference also decided that, in dealing with this item, the
Committee should take into account the reports of the Secre­
tary-General of the Conference and the Preparatory Commit­
tee on the assessment of the world food situation (agenda item
8). and should keep in view agenda item 9 (j) entitled "Ar­
rangements for follow-up action. incl~ding appropfl~le op­
erational machinerv on recommendations or resolutions of
the Conference". ~

227. At the same meeting. the Conference decided that the
Second Committee should deal with specific proposals con­
cerning arrangements for fol.low-up act.ion, ta~ing into ac~ou~l

any conclusions which the First Committee might transmit to It
on arrangements for financing agricultural development.

46

228. The Committee held 12 meetings from 6 to 16
November 1974. The Committee discussed the organization of
its work at its lst meeting and adopted the present report at its
l lth and 12th meetings.

I. MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN WORLD FOOD SECURITY

[agenda item 9 (d)]

229. The Committee considered agenda item 9 (d) at its
2nd to 10th meetings on 7,8,9, 12, 14 and 15 November 1974.

230. In connexion with its consideration of the item, the
Committee had before it the relevant parts of the report by the
Secretary-General of the Con.ference ent~tled "'TI?e world ~oo?

problem: proposals for national and international action
(E/CONF.65/4. section HI) and of the report of the Prepara­
tory Committee of the Conference on its third session (El
CONF.65/6. paras. 79-85, annex 11 10 and draft resolutions VI.
VII and vm in annex VII).

231. The Committee also took into account the following
documents:

(a) The report by the Secretary-General of the Conference
entitled "Assessment of the world food situation, present and
future" (E/CONF.65/3), and the relevant parts of the reports
of the Preparatory Committee on its second and third sessions
(E/CONF.6515, chapter Il, and E/CONF.65i6., chapter HI);

(b) Draft resolution X entitled "To overcome Food and
Fertilizer Shortages" of the World Population
Conference (E/CONF.65/9. annex 2);

(e) The note by the Secretary-General of the Conference
entitled "World food situation in mid-October 1974" (El
CONF.65/ I I);

(d) The Declaration of the Rome Forum on World Food
Problems (E/CONF.65/ 14);

(e) An extract from the report of the FAO Committee on
Commodity Problems on its forty-ninth session, relating to the
draft International Undertaking on World Food Security (El
CONF.65/C.2/L.2).

232. The Committee agreed that draft resolutions VI, VII
and VIII (E/CONF.65/6, annex VII) should constitute the
initial basis for its consideration of the specific questions under
agenda item 9 (d).

(~) A better early warning and food information system

Discussion

233. The Committee discussed this question at its 2nd and
3rd meetings on 7 and 8 November 1974.

234. Most of the representatives agreed that a global in­
formation and early warning system on food and agriculture
was a prerequisite for a proper assessment of the current sit­
uation and short-term outlook. and supported the setting up of
such a system. In view of the growing interdependence among
nations in meeting food requirements, the Committee stressed
the vital importance for full and active participation in the
proposed system of all countries. and especially of the major
food producing. consuming and trading countries. Some
representatives held the view that such a system involved na­
tional sovereignty and they expressed their reservations.

'" Proposal by Japan. entitled "The establishment or a world-wide
information system on rood and agriculture situation".
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"Global information and early warning system
on food and agriculture

Summary ofproceedings

241. The Committee had before it draft resolution VI in
annex VII to document E/CONF.65/6, entitled "Food Infor­
mation System". In the course of the Committee's examination
of the draft resolution, anumber of suggestions were made for
amending the text. At its 3rd meeting, the Commutee decided
that informal consultations should take place on the draft
resolution and on the amendments suggested thereto, and that
these consultations should be co-ordinated by Mr. Asoka
Jayasinha (Sri Lanka), Vice-Chairman of the Committee.

242. As a result of these informal consultations. the Vice­
Chairman submitted to the Committee, at its 9th meeting. a
revised draft resolution (E/CONF.65/C.2/L.I I). The
paragraphs of the revised draft to which amendments were
submitted in the course of the Committee's consideration are
reproduced below:

existing food information activities of FAO and the lines along
which these were being strengthened. The Committee noted
that, for this purpose, FAO had established close working
relationships with other international organizations and, in
particular, with the International Whea! Council. The Com­
mittee was also informed by the representatives of WMO and
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) of the
relevant activites and studies of their organizations and of their
readiness to collaborate with and contribute to the proposed
system. In this connexion, the Committee stressed the need for
intensifying studies on weather/crop relationships, including
the effect of soil moisture, and short-range and long-range
weather forecasting. There was general support for building on
these existing information arrangements, for strengthening
interagency collaboration in providing the necessary informa­
tion and for avoiding duplication. The Committee agreed that
FAO, with its experience and activities in this field, would be
the most appropriate organization to operate the proposed
system in close collaboration with other concerned interna­
tional organizations, in particular with the International Wheat
Council and WMO.

240. As regards the financing of the system, several
representatives felt that it should be covered by the regular
programme budgets ofFAO and other concerned international
agencies. Some representatives felt that there was need to
examine the proposal further and particularly its financial and
administrative aspects. It was suggested that participating
Governments, whether members or non-members of FAO,
could contribute towards the costs and one representative in­
formed the Committee that his Government was ready to make
a substantial contribution to cover the additional expenses in­
volved in establishing the proposed system.

"I. Decides to establish a Global Informa-

"The World Food Conference.
"Recognizing that the capacity of Govern­

ments to take prompt and appropriate
measures to deal with food shortages would be
enhanced by the furnishing by all countries of
timely and adequate information concerning
the current and prospective crop and food sit­
uation. and further recognizing the in­
terdependence of countries in this respect.

[First
preambular
paragraph)

235. Most of the representatives agreed that the system
should assemble, analyse and disseminate information on, inter
alia, the current situation and short-term outlook of basic
food-stuffs, stocks, prices, export availabilities and import
requirements, prices and supplies of main agricultural inputs,
particularly fertilizers, and meteorological conditions, includ­
ing, as far as possible, short-range and long-range forecasting.
As regards commodity coverage, it was suggested that in the
initial stage it would be necessary to give first priority to an
in-depth coverage of main cereals, namely wheat, rice and
coarse grains,and the system could then be gradually extended,
in the light ofexperience, to other food-stuffs, e.g.oils, oil seeds
(in particular ground-nuts), fats, sugar, pulses, tubers and
livestock and fish products. It was further suggested taat the
available information on storage and transport facilities, nu­
trition levels, soil erosion and plant and livestock health should
also be collected and disseminated. Some representatives,
however, questioned the advisability of including too many
subjects within the scope of the system because that might tend
to diffuse its main purpose and thereby reduce its effectiveness.

236. The Committee emphasized that, in order to monitor
the developments affecting the food supply-demand situation
continuously and to provide early warning of imminent food
shortages, it was essential that the information made available
should be up-to-date, and should cover all the major food
producing. consuming and trading countries. The Committee
urged all Governments to co-operate frilly in providing timely
and regular information, but recognized that the supplying of
information would be on a voluntary basis and that national
sovereignty in this respect would have to be fully respected.
Some representatives stated that the information provided
would be published information or such information as was
made public in some other way.

237. The Committee recognized that, for the smooth and
effective functioning of the proposed system, it would be
necessary to strengthen adequately the national and regional
machinery responsible for collecting the necessary informa­
tion. In many developing countries, and particularly in those
that often faced food shortages, the required information either
did not exist or was only made available after a considerable
delay. It was recognized that this was due to the inadequacy of
local institutions and reporting arrangements. The Committee,
therefore, stressed the vital importance of, and need for, tech­
nicr and fmancial assistance from international organizations
eon.erned, including FAO and WMO, for creating and/or
strengthening the necessary institutions and machinery in
developing countries.

238. The Committee agreed that the information as­
sembled through the system should be made available to all
participating Governments. It recognized. however. that some
of the information provided by Governments might be of a
sensitive nature and, particularly, that its release could have
unfavourable market repercussions. The Committee agreed
that there should be adequate safeguards built into the syst~m

to ensure that such sensitive information would be used With
care and discretion and would, where so requested, be
presented m aggregate form and supplied to all participa~ing
Governments on ail exclusive-vkw basis. Some representatives
felt that the possibility of the use of such information f~r

speculative gains by private trade would be greatly redi1ce~ If
there was a price stabilization agreement among the major
countries concerned. It was also pointed out that a more
efficient survey of crops and crop prospects by means of ~~ace
satellites should be carried out under international supervision,
as proposed in discussions in the United Nations.

239. At the request of the Committee, the rep~ese.n,.ative of
FAO described the main elements and the functiomng of the
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tion and Early Warning System on food and
Agriculture (hereinafter referred to as the
"System") ap; agrees that the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the. United Na­
tions is the most appropriate organization to
operate and supervise the System [which will
have to be part of the operative mechanism
agreed to implement the decisions of the
Conference):

"
3. Requests all Governments to participate

in the System and extend full co-operation. on
e voluntary and regular basis. by furnishing as
much current information as possible. includ­
ing current information obtained from the sta­
tistics and regular studies which are published.
initially on basic food products. including in
particular wheat. rice. coarse grains. soybeans.
and livestock products and other relevant as­
pects of their food supply and demand situa­
tion affecting world food ~,ecurity. such as
prices and production of inputs and equipment
required for agricultural production and food
industry. taking account of and respecting in
full the sovereign rights of Governments in this
regard: .

4. Requests Governmemts to take steps,
where necessary, to amplify and otherwise
improve their data collection and dissemina­
tion services in these fields; and further
requests the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations. the World Me­
teorological Organization. the World Health
Organization. the Intergovernmental Bureau
for Informatics and other multilateral and
bilateral agencies to urgently assist interested
Governments with technical and financial as­
sistance on particular aspects of strengthening
existing arrangements for data collection and
dissemination in the fields of food production.
nutritional levels at various income levels. in­
put supplies. meteorology. and crop/weather
relationships. on a national or regional level as
appropriate: [and to co-ordinate this action
with that of the mechanism which is established
to implement the decisions of the Conference]:

u tt

243. In introducing the draft resolution, the Vice-Chair­
man proposed the following amendments to it, which were
accepted by the Committee:

(a) In the first preambular paragraph, before "interdepen­
dence", to insert "growing";

~b) In operative paragraph 3, after "livestock products and",
to Insert, "to the extent practicable";

(c) In operative paragraph 3, after "industry", to insert "and
livestock health".

244. After a discussion of the draft resolution, the Com­
mittee agreed to the following.further amendments to the text:

(a) In operative paragraph 3, in both places where the words
occur, after "current information", to insert "and forecasts"

(b) In operative paragraph 3, before "other relevant as­
pects", to insert "other important food products and";

(c) In operative paragraph 4, to replace "agencies" by
"sources".

245. At its 9th meeting, the Committee approved drau
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resolution E/CONF.65/C.2IL.1 I, as amended, without a vote,
as its draft resolution I, on the understanding that the words in
square brackets in operative paragraphs I and 4 would be dealt
with in the light of whatever actien the Conference might take
with regard to arrangements for follow-up action.

246. The representative of China made a statement
reserving his position on the draft resolution.

247. At its 10thmeeting, the Committee decided to amend
operative paragraph I of the draft resolution to read as follows:

"I. Resolves that a Global Information and Early
Warning System on Food and Agriculture (hereinafter
referred to asthe "System") should be established and agrees
that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations is the most appropriate organization to operate and
supervise the System [which will have to be part of the
operative mechanism agreed to implement the decisiJns of
the Conference):"

248. At its 12th meeting. in consequence of its action with
regard to arrangements for follow-up action 11 the Committee
recommended that the words in square brackets in operative
paragraphs I and 4 of the draft resolution should be dealt with
as follows:

(a) In operative paragraph I: the square brackets and the
words within them to be deleted;

(b) In operative paragraph 4: the square brackets to be
deleted and the phrase within them to be amended to read as
follows: "and to co-ordinate this action with the World Food
Council provided for in Conference resolu tion ... on
arrangements for follow-up action".

249. For the text ofthe draft resolution as recommended to
~e Conference for adoption, see part one, chapter Il, resolu­
lion XVI.

(b) Moreeffective nationalandinternationalstock-holding
policies

Discussion

25? The Committee discussed this question at its3rd to 6th
meetings on 8 and 9 November 1974, in the light of the
pr~posed International Undertaking on World Food Security
?emg ~repare.d under the auspices of FAO. This envisaged,
inter alia, an Internationally co-ordinated system of national
stocks.

251. The Committee agreed that world food security was
one of the most important issues before the Conference"'. The
depletion of world food reserves, which were now at their
lowest levels for two decades, was of global concern because it
exposed many area~ to the threat of famine in the event ofcrop
failure or n~t~ral dl~ast~r. There was, therefore, wide support
for the policies, objectives and guidelines embodied in the
proposed Undertaking. Some representatives considered that
~ome o~ the provisions of the proposed Undertaking, such as
Internat.lOnal food s~ocks, world. food information system et
cetera, tnvolv~~ national sovereignry and that some articles
were not explicit enough; they expressed their reservation on
the proposed Undertaking.

252. The Co~mittee recognized that, in the longer run,
world food security could only be assured through an ac­
celerate~ rate of ~owth in food production, particularly in
developing countnes. In the short term, the serious difficulties
faced by the develo~ing countries in building up their national
stocks would require an immediate increase in the food
produ~tion of th.e developed countries, while the developing
coun!nes were stmultaneous!y assisted to increase their food

11 See paragraph 300 below. draft resolution IV.



production and build up their own stocks. In this connexion, a
view was expressed that all countries should agree to reduce
their expenditure on arm_aItlen~, so that -part of the savings
achieved could be used to expand food production. Some
representatives considered that such a proposal was beyond the
scope of the World Food Conference. One representative con­
sidered that to advocate using funds saved by reducing military
expenditure for the increase of food production was neither
feasible nor realistic and was not conducive to the solution of
the world food problem.

253. The Committee discussed a number of practical
operational problems relating to the proposed Undertaking,
including ways ofprotecting the legitimate national interests of
individual countries as regards national stocks, the special
difficulties faced by land-locked countries, the institutional
machinery to implement the Undertaking, and other matters.
Asregards commodity coverage, it was felt that although this
was concerned primarily with cereals, coverage shoud be ex­
tended as soon as possible to all storable food-stuffs of impor­
tance in diets. Some representatives reserved their position
until such questions were clarified.

254. Many representatives suggested that the draft Under­
taking should be strengthened so as to provide for interna­
tionally managed stocks, to be located at strategic points, to
complement national reserves in meeting the emergency needs
ofdeveloping countries. It should also provide explicitly for the
review of international assistance to developing countries in
respect of national stocks and storage facilities. Stress was also
kid on the important role of regional stocks, that is, stocks held
by a group of interested countries which agreed to hold stocks
between themselves, as envisaged in the proposed Under­
taking. Other representatives considered that the proposal for
internationally managed stocks was not practical.

255. Several representatives considered that stock-holding
arrangements should be a part of a wider international price
stabilization system which would maintain equitable and
remunerative price levels, and prevent an accumulation of
stocks from having a discouraging effect on production, par­
ticularly in developing countries. The Committee agreed that
adequate safeguards would be required to avoid adverse
market and production repercussions as a result of the ac­
cumulation and release of stocks held in the context of world
food security.

256. The Committee noted that the proposed Undertaking
was envisaged as a voluntary pledge which respected national
sovereignty. It was stressed that the proposed Undertaking,
though not ideal, had been based on a compromise of many
different viewpoints with the idea ofachieving a text acceptable
to all countries. Many representatives hoped that it would be
endorsed by all Go ....ernments so that it could be speedily
implemented, and the importance of the widest possible par­
ticipation of Governments, especially of the major producing
and consuming countries, was stressed. The Committee noted
that a meeting of experts was being convened by FAO to
examine practical problems in order to facilitate the
implementation of the proposed Undertaking.

257. It was recommended that the Conference should in­
vite all the major food, primarily cereals, producing, consum­
ing and trading countries, to enter as soon as possible into
discussions in appropriate international fora in order to ac­
celerate the implementation of the principles contained in the
Undertaking and to study the feasibility of establishing grain
reserves to be located at strategic points. It was suggested that
such a study should also examine the feasibility of creating
international grain reserves. Some rep!esentatives stres~ed t~at
countries participating in such diSCUSSIons should bear III mind
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the close relationship with the multilateral trade negotiations.
They also stressed the desirability of ensuring that normal
trading was sustained and that the interests of both exporting
and importing countries were accomodated in an equitable
manner. Other representatives suggested that, as a matter of
principle, all Governments should be invited to such discus­
sions.

SlImmaryo/proceedings

258. The Committee had before it draft resolution VII in
annex VII to document E/CONF.65/6, entitled "International
Undertaking on Wor~d Food Security".

259. At the 3rd meeting an amendment to draft resolution
VII (E/CONr.65/C.21L.3) was introduced by the Philippines.
At the 6th meeting, the Chairman informed the Committee
that the Philippines had requested that its amendment should
not be considered in the context of the revision of draft
resolution VU but in relation to the Committee's consideration
of arrangements for follow-up action. 12

260. In the course of the Committe's examination of draft
resolution VII, a number ofother amendments were suggested.
At its 6th meeting, the Committee decided that informal con­
sultations should take place on the draft resolution and on the
amendments suggested thereto, and that these consultations
should be co-ordinated by Mr. W. S. M. Ndow (Gambia),
Vice-Chairman of the Committee.

261. As a result of these informal consultations, the Vice­
Chairman submitted to the Committee at its 10th meeting a
revised draft resolution (E/CONF.li5/C.21L.12). Operative
paragraph 2 of the revised draft, to which amendments were
submitted in the course of the Committee's consideration, is
reproduced below:

"International Undertaking on
World Food Security

"The World Food Conference

"2. Callsfor the early cornpletion [by the
appropriate intergovernmental bodies] of
the operational and other practical arrange­
ments required for the implementation of
the proposed International Undertaking.
including the examination of practical
economic and administrative problems
involved;".

262. At the same meeting, the Committee approved draft
resolution E/CONF.65/C.21L.12 without a vote, as its draft
resolution 1I, on the understanding that the words in square
brackets in operative paragraph 2 would be dealt with in the
light ofwhatever action the Conference might take with regard
to arrangements for follow-up action.

263. The representative of China made a statement
reserving his position on the draft resolution.

264. At its 12th meeting, in consequence of its action with
regard to arrangements for follow-up action, iJ the Committee
recommended that the square brackets and the words within
them in operative paragraph 2 should be deleted, and that the
words "by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations" be inserted in their place.

" See paragraph 288 below.
Il See paragraph 300 below. draft resolution IV.



265. For the text ofthe draft resolution as recommended to
the Conference for adoption, see part one, chapter Il, resolu­
tion XVII.

(c) Improved arrangementsfor emergency reliefandfood aid

Discussion

266. The Committee discussed this question at its 6th to 8th
meetings on 9 and 12November 1974.

267. The Committee stressed that the lasting solution to the
food deficit problems of developing countries was to be found
in increasing food production in those countries themselves.
However, it recognized that food aid would be necessary for
several years while the food production base in developing
countries was being strengthened. The Committee emphasized
the role of food aid in three important spheres, namely
providing emergency relief, combating hunger and malnutri­
tion among the neediest and most vulnerable groups, and
promoting accelerated economic development.

268. In discussing the principles of food aid, the Committee
stressed the primary importance of voluntary aid, as well as the
importance of providing food aid in ways which would avoid
disincentive effects on food production in recipient countries,
and on trade in food products of interest to food exporting
developing countries. The Committee agreed that food aid
should not interfere with the development objectives of
recipient countries and should conform with the sovereign
rights of nations. It recommended that food aid should
appropriately be dovetailed with the development
programmes and priorities of the recipient countries, par­
ticularly with a view to stimulating food production and rural
employment. In this connexion, the beneficial effects of
development projects supported by food aid were underlined,
and the need to increase the resources of the World Food
Programme was highlighted. It was also felt that Governments
should evolve effective arrangements for the co-ordination of
bilateral and multilateral food aid programmes and that the
cash resources made available for such programmes could be
used, when possible, for commodity purchases from develop­
ing countries. Some representatives proposed that the Inter­
governmental Committee of the World Food Programme
(WFP) should formulate proposals to improve the co-ordina­
tion of multilateral and bilateral food aid programmes as well
as ofemergency food aid.

269. In order to avoid the disrupting effects of fluctuations
in prices and availabilities on multilateral and bilateral food
aid flows, the Committee agreed that forward planning and
stabilization of food aid programmes in physical terms were
necessary, In this connexion, the desirability of setting quanti­
tative global targets for food aid was widely supported. Several
representatives of aid-giving countries stated that their
Governments had agreed to the concept of forward planning
and that some of them had established national targets in
physical terms for food aid. The need to obtain not only
physical supplies but also the necessary finance in order to
achieve such targets was also stressed. The Committee recog­
nized the desirability of equitable sharing of the cost of food
aid amongst all donors, both traditional donors and all those
developed and developing countries in a position to contribute.
There was wide support for increasing the grant component of
food aid and for expanding the proportion of food aid flowing
through multilateral channels, and in particular the World
Food Programme. Many representatives agreed with the
secretariat's recommendation that a minimum of20 per cent of
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total food aid should be provided multilaterally. Some other
representatives expressed serious reservations on these points.

270. The Committee noted with concern that, contrary to
earlier expectations, the year 1974 had failed to bring the good
harvest needed for the replenishment of stocks and the re­
establishment of a reasonable degree of security in world food
supplies and that, despite the all-out efforts to expand produc­
tion, there was no likelihood ofstocks being replenished before
1976 at the earliest. Concern was also expressed that the
developing countries would not be able to finance their
increased food import bills in the immediate future. In this
connexion the Committee recommended that interested
cereals exporting and importing countries. as well as current
and potential financial contributors, meet as soon as possible to
take cognizance of the needs and to consider ways and means
to increase food availability and financing facilities during 1975
and 1976for those most seriously affected by the current food
problem,

271. TIle need was recognized for holding stocks to meet
emergency shortage situations which arose from time to time
from unforeseen and uncontrollable events. It was suggested
that Governments, where feasible, should earmark stocks or
funds for meeting international emergency requirements as
envisaged in the proposed International Undertaking on
World Food Security, it being understood that, in conformity
with that Undertaking, the primary responsibility for ear­
marking stock or funds for meeting international emergency
requirements should be that of developed countries and coun­
tries with a capability to do so. In addition, there was support
for the setting up of an international grain reserve in order to
strengthen multilateral arrangements for dealing with such
emergencies. Several representatives pointed out the financial
and administrative problems which would arise in maintaining
such an international grain reserve and stated that, in their
view,emergency requirements were being met reasonably well
through existing bilateral arrangements. It was suggested that
international guidelines for emergency stocks should be
developed as a part of the proposed International Undertaking
on World Food Security to provide for an effective co-ordina­
tion of emergency stocks and ensure that food relief reached
the neediest and most vulnerable groups in developing coun­
tries. Further, the Committee agreed that a part of the
proposed emergency stocks should be placed at the disposal of
the World Food Programme, on a voluntary basis, in order to
increase its capacity to render speedy assistance in emergency
s!tuations. Referring to the voluntary nature of the contribu­
nons to the World Food Programme, some representatives
urged that. in view of the need to take more effective steps to
~eet the ~mergency requirements of rcany developing coun­
triessufferingfrom food shortages, resources for emergency aid
through multilateral channels shou.ld be considerably
increased.

272. I~ order ~o i~prove advance planning for future
~mergenC1es,especially III areas most exposed to food disasters,
It was suggested that Governments in such areas in collabora­
tion ~th potential donor countries and appropriate regional
and international organizations, should prepare contingency
plans for the organization of future emergency relief. These
wo~l~ take into account the practical aspects of transport and
logisticalsupport and would include measures appropriate at
the area and country levels. The Committee took nose with
inte~est of the work of the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth
sess~on on ~he sUbjec~ofstrengthening the Office of the United
Na~ons Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, in particular in relation
to disaster preparedness and pre-disaster planning.
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" See paragraph 288 below.
Il General Assembly resolution 3243 (XXIX).

Summary ofproceedings

273. The Committee had before it draft resolution VIII in
annex VII to document E/CONF.65/6, entitled "An improved
policyfor food aid".

274. At the 6th meeting, Brazil submitted orally a draft
resolution, entitled "Short-term policy for food security" (El
CONF.65/C.2/L.4), envisaging the establishment of a food
emergency fund. At the 7th meeting, Brazil informed the
Committee that it wished its draft resolution to be dealt with in
the context of the Committee's consideration of arrangements
for follow-up action. "

275. At the 6th meeting, France submitted a draft resolu­
tion entitled "Organization of emergency relief and food aid"
(E/CONF.65/C.2/L.I). At the 7th meeting, amendments to
the French draft resolution were submitted by Switzerland
(E/CONF.65/C.21L.9).

276. Also at the 6th meeting a draft resolution entitled
"Principles for food aid" (E/CONF.65/C.21L.5) was submit­
ted orally by Sweden, on behalf of Cuba, Denmark Finland
Mexico,Norway, Peru, Sri Lanka and Sweden.' ,

277. At the 7L;' meeting India, on behalf of Bangladesh,
India, Indonesia, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, submitted a draft
resolution, entitled "Improving food security during 1975 and
1976" (E/CONF.65/C.21L.6).

278. In the course of the Committee's examination of the
proposals before it on the subject of improved arrangements
for emergency relief and food aid, a number of amendments
were suggested to the various texts. At its 8th meeting, the
Committee decided that informal consultations should take
place on these proposals, namely, draft resolution VIII; the
draft resolution submitted by France (E/CONF.65lC.2/L.l),
together with the amendments submitted thereto by Swit­
zerland (E/CONF.65/C.21L.9); the draft resolution submit­
ted by Sweden on behalf of e-ght States (E/CONF.
65/C.21L.5); and the draft resolution submitted by India on
behalf of fiveStates (E/CONF.65/C.21L.6)-together with the
amendments suggested to these proposals. It further decided
that these informal consultations should be co-ordinated by
Mr. W. S. M. Ndow (Gambia), Vice Chairman of the Commi­
tee.

279. As a result of these informal consultations, the Vice­
Ch~irman submitted to the Committee at its 10th meeting a
revised draft resolution (E/CONF.65/C.21L.13). The
paragraphs of the revised draft resolution to which amend­
ments were submitted in the course of the Committee's con­
sideration are reproduced below:
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"2. Recommends that all donor coun­
tries accept and implement the concept of
forward planning of "food aid", make all
efforts to provide commodities and/or
financial assistance that will ensure in
physical terms at least 10 million tons of
grains as food aid a year. starting from 1975.
and also to provide adequate quantities of
other food commodities, such as oils, oil
seeds, fish and cairy products;

"3. Recommends that interested cereals
exporting and importing countries as well as
current and potential financial contributors
meet as soon as possible to take cognizance
of the needs and to consider ways and
means to increase food availability and
financing facilities during 1975and 1976 for
those most seriously affected by the current
food problem;

"4. Requests all donor countries to (a)
channel a more significant proportion of
food aid through the World Food
Programme. (b) consider increasing
progressively the grant component in their
bilateral food aid programmes. (c) consider
contributing part of any food aid
repayments for supplementary nutrition
programmes and emergency relief and (d)
provide additional cash resources to food
aid programmes for commodity purchases
from developing countries to the maximum
extent possible;

"5. Recommends that {appropriate in­
tergovernmental bodies] be entrusted with
the task of formulating proposals for more
effective co-ordination of multilateral.
bilateral and non-governmental food aid
programmes and of co-ordinating emer­
ge~cy f'?;'d aid;

"I. Recognizing the need to increase the
resourcesof the World Food Programme, so
as to enable it to play a greaser and more
,,~ertive role in rendering development as­
sistance to developing countries in promot­
i~g food security and in emergency open­
nons,

280. After a discussion of the revised draft resolution, the
Committee agreed to the following amendments to the text:

(0) To substitute the following for the penultimate pream­
bular paragraph:

"Taking" note with interest of the work of the General
As-sembly at its twenty-ninth session on the subject of
strengthening the Office of the United Nations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator, in particular in relation to disaster
preparedness and pre-disaster planning,";

(b) To add the fcllowing to the end of the last preambular
paragraph:

"and also recognizing the need to increase the resources of
the United Nations Children's Fund, to enable it to play a
greater role in meeting the food needs of children in emer­
gencyoperations,";

(c) At the end of operative paragraph 2. to delete the words
"such as oils. oil seeds. fish and dairy products";

[Last
Preambular
paragraph]

"An improvedpolicy for food aid

"The World Food Conference,

"
"Taking note of [the draft resolution

adopted by the Second Committee of the
Geneval Assembly on the subject of
strengthening the Office of the Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator]" and in particular
those parts of that resolution which relate to
disaster preparedness and pre-disaster
planning.

[Penultimate
preambular
paragraph]



(d) In operative paragraph 3. to substitute "Request( for
"Recommends" at the beginning of the paragraph; and ~n the
same paragraph. after "1976". to insert "for the affected
developing countries and. in particular.";

(e) In operative paragraph 4. at the beginn ing ~f the
paragraph. 10 substitute "Urges" for "Requests"; and m the
same paragraph after "provide" to insert. "as appro­
priate....

281. Also at the 10th meeting. tne representative of France
withdrew the draft resolution contained in document El
CONF.65/C.2/L.l; the representative of Sweden. on behalf of
the sponsors, withdrew the draft resolution contained in
document E/CONF.65/C.2/L,5; and the representative of
Bangladesh, on behalf of the sponsors, withdrew the draft
resolution contained in document E/CONF.65/C.21L.6.

282. At the same me, ting, the Committee approved draft
resolution E/CONF.65/C.2/L.13, as amended, without a vote,
as its draft resolution HI, on the understanding that the words
in square brackets in operat.ive paragraph 5 woul~ be dealt w!th
in the light of whatever action the Conference might take with
regard to arrangements for follow-up action.

283. The representative of Thailand expressed a reserva­
tion with regard to the draft resolution.

284. At its 12thmeeting, in consequence of its action with
regard to arrangements for follow-up action, '6 the Committee
recommended that the square bracnets and the words within
them in operative paragraph 5 shout d be deleted and the words
"the Intergovernmental Committee of the World Food
Programme, reconstituted as ~ecommended .in .~on.ference
resolution ... on arrangements tor follow-up action be Inserted
in their place.

285. For the text of the draft resolution as recommended to
the Conference for adoption, see part one, chapter H, resolu­
tion XVIII.

n. ARRANGEMEl"TS FOR FOLLOW-UP ACTION

[agenda item 9 (m
286. The Second Committee considered the question of

arrangements for follow-up action at its 12th meeting on 16
November 1974.

287. The Conference at its 1st meeting had allocated to the
Second Committee for its consideration the following
proposals: 11

(a) "World Fertilizer Fund"-proposal by Sri Lanka and
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP). (E/CONF. 65/4. paras. 668-671);

(b) "Agricultural Development Fund"-proposal by Sierra
Leone on behalf of the African Group. (E/Conf.65/4. para.
673):

(c) "World Food Security Council, World Food Bank and
International Agricultural Development Fund of Bank"­
proposal by Bangladesh. (E/CONF.65/4~paras.675-677);

(d) "Establishment of a World Bank of Food. Agricultural
Inputs Supply and Research"-proposal by Mexico. (El
CONF.65/6. annex I);

(e) "High-level Co-ordinating Committee for Agricultural
Development"-proposal by the Federal Republic of Ger­
many. (E/CONF.65/6. annex Ill):

" Seeparagraph 300below.draft resolution IV.
" The proposal by Japan. entitled "The establishment of a world­

wideinformationsystemon 'oodand agriculturesituation" (E/CONF.
65/6. annex Il), was considered by the Committee in the context of
agenda item9 (d) (see paragraph 230 above).

(j) "Agricultural Development Fund"-proposal by the
Philippines. (E/CONF.65/6, ~nnex IV):

(g) "World Agricultural Development Service"-proposal
by India. (E/CONF.65/6. annex V);

<h) "Institutional arrangements for consultation and eo­
ordination"-proposal by the Netherlands. (E/CONF.65/6.
annex VI);

(i) The secretariat's proposals for a World Food Authority.
(E/CONF.65/4. chapter 20).

228. The Committee also had before it, in connexion with
this agenda item, a proposal by the Philippines (El
CONF.65/C.2/L.3). envisaging the establishment of a world
food security commission, and a draft resolution by Brazil
(E/CONF.65/C.2IL.4). concerning a food emergency fund.
These texts had initially been submitted under agenda item 9
(d), at the Committee's 3rd and 6th meetings respectively. 18

289. At its 6th meeting, the Committee established a Con­
tact Group to consider proposals on follow-up action. This
Group met on II November, under the chairmanship of the
Chairman of the Committee. It set up a small Drafting Group
to examine the proposals and prepare a text for consideration
by the Committee.

290. At the 7th meeting of the Committee, Cuba submitted
a draft resolution entitled "Financing agricultural develop­
ment" (E/CONF.65/C.2/L.8), envisaging the establishment of
an international fund for agricultural development.

291. Also at its 7th meeting, the Committee received a
proposal by the Philippines (E/CONF.65/C.21L.7) concerning
the mechanism for implementation of an agricultural
development fund.

292. At the 12th meeting of the Committee, the Chairman
of the Drafting Group, Mr. Layashi Yaker (Algeria), reported
on the work of the Group and introduced a new draft resolu­
tion on arrangements for follow-up action (El
CONF.65/C.2/L.16), which had been prepared as the result of
informal consultations. The draft resolution read as follows:

"Arrangements for follow-up action, including appropriate
operational machinery on recommendations or resolu­
tions ofthe Conference: draft resolution

"The World Food Conference.

"Recognizing that an assurance ofadequate world food
supplies is a matter of life and death ror millions of human
beings.

"Appreciating the complex nature of the world food
problem. which can only be solved through an integrated
multidisciplinary approach within the framework of
economic and social development as a whole.

"Considering that collective world food security within
the framework of a world food policy should be promoted
and its concept further defined and elaborated, so that it
should foster the acceleration of the process of rural
development in developing countries as well as ensure the
improvement of international co-operation,

"Appreciating the need to co-ordinate and strengthen the
work of the international agencies concerned, and to ensure
that their operational activities are co-ordinated in an
effective and integrated world food policy, .

"Recognizing in particular the need for improved institu­
tional arrangements to increase world food production. to

" Seeparagraphs259 and 274above.
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safeguard world food security, to improve world food trade,
and to ensure that timely action is taken to meet the threat of
acute food shortages or famines in the different developing
regions,

"I. Calls upon the General Assembly to establish a
World Food Council, at the ministerial or plenipotentiary
level, to function as an organ of the United Nations report­
ing to the General Assembly through the Economic and
Social Council, to serve as a co-ordinating mechanism to
provide over-all, integrated and continuing attention for the
successful co-ordination and follow-up of policies concern­
ing food production, nutrition, food security, food trade and
food aid, as well as other' related matters, by all the agencies
offhe United Nations system;

"2. Welcomes the fact that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations has convened meetings of heads of the
agencies concerned to consider necessary constitutional
amendments and other arrangements to improve the func­
tioning of the United Nations system, and requests that the
recommendations herein be taken into account in this work,
with a view to the early implementation of the present
resolution;

"3. Recommends that:
"(a) The membership of the Council should consist of

States Members of the United Nations or members of the
specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy
Agency, nominated by the Economic and Social Council
and elected by the General Assembly, taking into con­
sideration balanced geographical representation. The
Council should invite the heads of United Nations agencies
concerned to attend its sessions;

"(b) The Council should elect its President on the basis
ofgeographical rotation and approve its rules of procedure.
I, should be serviced within the framework of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, with
headquarters at Rome; .

"(c) The Council should review periodically major
problems and policy issues affecting the world food situa­
tion, and the steps being proposed or taken to rC501ve them
by Governments, by the United Nations system and its
regional organizations, and should further recommend
remedial action as appropriate. The scope of the Council's
review should extend to all aspects of world food problems
in order to adopt an integrated approach towards their
solution:

"(cl) The council should establish its own programme of
action for co-ordination of relevant United Nations bodies
and agencies. While doing so, it should give special atten­
tion to the problems of the least-developed countries and
the countries most seriously affected;

"V) The Council should maintain contacts with, receive
reports from, give advice to, and make recommendations to
United Nations bodies and agencies with regard to the for­
mulation and follow-up of world food policies;

"(j) The Council should work in full co-operation :w~th

regional bodies to formulate and follow up poliCies
approved by the Council. Committees to be established by
these regional bodies should be serviced by existing United
Nations or FAO bodies in the region concerned;

"4. Recommends further that the Food and Agricnl.ture
Organization of the United Nations establish a Committee
on World Food Security as a standing committee of the
FAO Council. The Committee should submit periodic and
special reports to the World Food Co: .ncil. The functions of
the Committee on World Food Secuity should include the
following:

"(e) 'ill keep the current and prospective demand, sup­
ply and stock position for basic food-stuffs under con­
tinuous review, in the context ofworld food security, and to
disseminate timely information on developments;

"(b) To make periodic evaluations of the adequacy of
current and prospective stock levels, in aggregate, in ex­
porting and importing countries, in order to assure a regular
flowofsupplies ofbasic food-stuffs to meet requirements in
domestic and world markets, including food aid
requirements, in time of short crops and serious crop
failure;

"(c) To review the steps taken by Governments to
implement the proposed International Undertaking on
World Food Security;

"(d) To recommend such short-term and long-term
policy action as may be considered necessary to remedy any
difficulty foreseen in assuring adequate cereal supplies tor
minimum world food security;

"5. Recommends further that the Intergovernmental
Committee of the World Food Programme be reconstituted
so as to enable it to help evolve and co-ordinate short-term
and longer-term food aid policies recommended by the
Conference, in addition to discharging its existing functions.
The reconstituted Committee should be called, and function
as, the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes.
The Committee should submit periodical and special
reports to the World Food Council. The functions of the
Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes should
include the following:

"(a) To provide a forum for intergovernmental consul­
tations on national and international food aid programmes
and policies, with particular reference to possibilities of
securing improved co-ordination between bilateral and
multilateral food aid;

"(b) To review periodically general trends in food aid
requirements and food aid availabilities;

"(c) To recommend to Governments, through the
World Food Council, improvements in food aid policies
and programmes on such mutters as programme priorities,
composition of food aid commodities and other related
subjects;

"6. Recommends fiArther that the Governing Board of
the proposed International Fund for Agricultural Develop­
ment should submit information periodically to the World
Food Council on the programmes approved by the Board.
The Board should take into consideration the advice and
recommendations of the Council;

"7. Recommend' that the World Food Council should
receive periodic reports from the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, through the
Economic and Social Council, on tne world food trade sit­
uation. as well as on the effective progress to increase trade
liberalization and access to international markets for food
products exported by developing countries. The United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development should
take into consideration the advice and recommendations of
the Council on these matters. The Council should also seek
to arrange for the receipt of relevant information from the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. In its recom­
mendations on food trade matters, the Council should pay
particular attention to the resolutions and recommenda­
tions of the Conference;

"S. Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to initiate urgent steps, through its
Commission on Fertilizers, for following up on conference



resolution ... on Fertilizers. and to take appropriate initia­
tives with respect to fertilizers, pesticides, fungicides and
herbicides, working in close co-operation with the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization and the In­
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and Development, and
other agencies, The FAO Commission on Fertilizers should
submit periodic reports to the World Food Council, and
should be guided by the advice and recommenoations of the
Council;

"9. Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to examine its ability to follow up on
Conference resolution XVI on the Global Information and
Early Warning System on Food and Agriculture. with a
view to recommending to the FAO Council at its sixty-fifth
session in 1975, any new arrangements whicn may be
necessary with respect ,0 its activities in this field, and to
initiate whatever other arrangements may be necessary to
facilitate global coverage as called for by the above-men­
tioned resolution, drawing upon the help in this regard of
the Economic and Social Council, if necessary, as well as
that of the International Wheat Council and other or­
ganizations. Periodic reports on progress should be submit­
ted to the World Food Council;

"10. Requests the Economic and Social Council to con..
sider on an urgent basis, and make recommendations,
whether or not rearrangements in the United Nations sys­
tem or new institutional bodies may be justified in order to
ensure effective follow-up on conference resolution V on
nutrition, examining nutritional activities within bodies
such as the United Nations, the specialized agencies, the
United Nations Children's Fund, and the World Food
Programme, and also giving appropriate attention to nutri­
tional programmes being conducted on a bilateral basis;

"11. Requests the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and the Technical Ad­
visory Committee to assume leadership in following up on
the research aspect ofConference resolution IV on research;

"12. Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, the International Bank for Recon­
struction and Development, the United Nations Develop­
ment Programme and other relevant international or­
ganizations and interested Governments to investigate the
desirability of introducing an organizational approach,
along the lines of the Consultative Group - Technical Ad­
visory Committee for Agricultural Research, for other sec­
tors such as extension, agricultural credit and rural
development;

"13. Requests the International Bank for. Reconstruc­
tion and Development, the Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization of the United Nations and the United Nations
Development Programme to organize a Consultative Group
on Food Production and Investment in Developing Coun­
tries (CGFPI), to be composed of bilateral and multilateral
donors and representatives of developing countries, chosen
as in the case of the Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research, to be staffed jointly by the Interna­
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Food
and AgricultureOrganization of the United Nations and the
United Nations Development Programme, and invites this
Consultative Group to keep the World Food Council in­
formed of its activities to increase, co-ordinate, and improve
the efficiency of financial and technical assistance to
agricultural production in developing countries;

"14. Recommends that the main functions of the Con­
sultative Group on Food Production and Investment in
Developing Countries should be (a) to encourage a larger
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flow of external resources for food production, (b) to
improve the co-ordination of activities of different mul­
tilateral and bilateral donors providing financial and tech­
nical assistance for food production and (c) to ensure a more
effective use of available resources;

"15. Anticipating the possibility that such measures as
may be agreed to provide financial assistance to developing
countries for procurement of food and necessary food
production inputs, particularly fertilizers aud pesticides and
for investment in food production and distribution systems,
may not fulfill all needs, requests the Development Com­
mittee established bv the International Bank for Recon­
struction and Development and the International Monetary
Fund to keep under constant review the adequacy of the
external resources available for these purposes, especially to
the less advantaged countries, and to consider in association
with the Consultative Group on Food Production and In­
vestment in Developing Countries, new measures which
may be necessary to achieve the required volume of
resources transfers."
293. In introducing the draft resolution, the Chairman of

the Drafting Group proposed the following amendments
thereto, which were approved by the Committee:

(a) Operative paragraph 2 to be replaced by the following
two operative paragraphs, and the subsequent paragraphs
renumbered:

"2. Takes note of the fact that interagency meetings
between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and
the heads ofthe specialized agencies provide an opportunity
for considering necessary constitutional amendments to
improve the functioning of the United Nations system:

"3. Requests that the present resolution be taken into
account in such consultations with a veiw to facilitating its
early implementation;"
(b) Operative paragraph 3 (a) to read as follows:

"The World Food Council should consist of ... members.
nominated by the Economic and Social Council and elected
by the General Assembly, taking into consideration
balanced geographical representation. The Council should
invite the heads of United Nations agencies concerned to
attend its sessions."

294. In the course of the Committee's discussion of the
draft resolution, the following additional amendment was
proposed and was approved by the Committee: in operative
paragraph 10, to insert, after "the specialized agencies", the
words "in particular the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the World Health Organization".

295. At the same meeting the Committee noted that two
dr~ft resolutions on the subject of arrangements for follow-up
action (E/CONF.65/c'21L.14 and L.15), which had been cir­
culated previously by the Western European and other States
and by the Group of 77, would not be introduced in the Com­
mittee, and that the proposals for follow-up action referred to
the Conference by the Preparatory Committee at its third ses­
sion" could be considered as having been withdrawn.
Furthermore, the Philippines withdrew its proposals in
documents E/CONf.65/c'21L.3 and L.7 and Cuba withdrew
the draft resolution it had submitted in document El
CONF.65/c'2/L,8.

296. Also at its 12th meeting, the Committee approved
without a vote draft resolution E/CONF.651C.21L.16, as
amended, as its draft resolution IV.

" See paragraph 287 above.
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297. For the text of the draft resolution as recommended to
the Conference for adoption, see part one, chapter Il, resolu­
tionXXII.

298. The representatives of Cuba and Argentina reserved
their position with regard to paragraphs 8 to 15 of the draft
resolution. The representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the German Democratic Republic said that
there was need for more time to examine the need for a World
Food Council but they associated themselves with the consen­
sus of the Committee. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
reserved its right to define, at a later stage, its attitude to the
World Food Council and its Committees. The representative of
France expressed the hope that the Economic and Social
Council would examine closely the text adopted by the Com­
mittee, especially with regard to such procedural questions as
the term of office of members of the proposed World Food
Council.

299. With regard to a revised draft resolution submitted by
the Group of 77, on short-term policy for food security (El
CONF.65/C.2/L.4/Rev.2),2. the Committee recommended
that it be brought to the attention of the proposed World Food
Council for its consideration.

Recommendations to the World FoodConference

300. The Committee recommended to the World Food
Conference that it adopt the following draft resolutions:

(a) Draft resolution I on a global information and early
warning system on food and agriculture;

(b) Draft resolution Il on an international undertaking on
world food security;

(c) Draft resolution III on an improved policy for food aid;
(d) Draft resolution IV on arrangements for follow-up ac­

tion, including appropriate operational machinery on recom­
mendations or resolutions of the Conference.

Actionby the Conference

301. At its 14th and 16th meeting, on 15 and 16 November
1974, the Conference took note of the report of the Second
Committee.

302. The Conference took action on the recorr mendations
of the Second Committee as follows:

Draftresolution I was adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XVI.)

Draftresolution II was adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XVII.)

Draft resolution III was adopted without a vote. (For the
text, as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XVIII.)

Draftresolution IVwas adopted without a vote. (For the text,
as adopted, see part one, chapter Il, resolution XXII.)

303. At the 14th meeting the representative of Thailand
expressed reservations concerning draft resolutions nand m.
In connexion with the latter, this representative stated that,
while Thailand was in favour of food aid provided on a grant
basis, it did not approve of food aid on concessional terms as
this could have an adverse effect on the trade of exporting
developing countries.

20 This was the second revision or the draft resolution E/CONF.
65/C. 2/L. 4 submitted by Brazil at the 6th meeting of the Committee.
The first revision. circulated by the Latin-American Group. was not
submitted to the Committee.

304. At the same meeting the representative of China
expressed reservations concerning draft resolutions! and n on
the grounds that they involved national sovereignty and, in the
case of draft resolution Il, because some articles of the
proposed International Undertaking on World Food Security
were not explicit enough. The representative of Albania
expressed similar reservations on those two draft resolutions.

305. At the 16th meeting, the representative of Cuba
withdrew the reservation with respect to paragraphs 8 to 15 of
draft resolution IV which his delegation had expressed at the
time of its adoption by the Second Committee. The represen­
tative of France, referring to the inevitable haste with which
draft resolution IV had been prepared, said that it was indis­
pensable that the Economic and Social Council should
examine the draft resolution closely.

C. Report of the Third Committee

SPECiFIC 0BJECTIVES AND MEASURES IN THE AREA
OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND ADJUSTMENT
WIDCH ARE RELEVANT TO THE FOOD PROBLEM,
INCLUDING MEASURES TOWARDS ST ABILlZA­
nON, AND EXPANSION OF MARKETS FOR EX­
PORTS FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

INrRODUCTlON

306. The Conference at its 1st meeting on 5 November
1974 allocated to the Third Committee for its consideration
agenda item 9 (e) entitled: "Specific objectives and measures in
the areas of international trade and adjustment which are
relevant to the food problem, including measures towards
stabilization, and expansion of markets for exports from
developing countries".

30i. The Committee considered this agenda item at its 1st
to 9th meetings from 7 to 15 November 1974. The Committee
adopted the present report at its 9th meeting on 15 November
1974.

308: For the consideration of the item the Committee had
before it the report by the Secretary-General of the World
Food Conference entitled "The world food problem: proposals
for national and international action" (E/CONF.65/4, section
IV)and the report of the Preparatory Committee for the World
Food Conference on its third session (E/CONF.65/6. paras.
86-90). The Committee agreed to take as a basis for discussion
the following proposals contained in the report of the
Preparatory Committee: (aj draft resolutions IX and X, con­
tained in annex VII of the report and (b) a draft resolution
submitted by Yugoslavia, contained in annex VIII of the same
report.

309. At its 2nd meeting on 9 November 1974 the Commit­
tee received a draft resolution submitted by Liberia (El
CONF.65/C.3/L.1 ).

310. At the 4th meeting, on 11 November. Mexico, on
behalf of the Group of 77, submitted a draft resolution (El
CONF.65/C.3/L.2 and Corr.I), as a result ofwhich Yugoslavia
and Liberia withdrew their draft resolutions.

311. Amendments to the draft resolution introduced by
Mexico were submitted by Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, the Ger­
man Democratic Republic, Hungary, Poland, and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics (E/CONF.65/C.3/L.3).

312. At the 5th meeting, on 12 November, the Committee
decided to set up an informal Contact Group with the follow­
ing membership: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, China, Cuba,
France, India, Japan, Nigeria, Poland, Sweden. Union of
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11 E/CONF. 651C. 3/L. 2 and Corr.I,
n E/CONF. 65/C. 3/L. 3.

"Substitute the following for the first preambular
paragraph:

"'Recogni.zing the role which international trade
based on equality of rights and mutual benefit can play
in solving the world food problem,'

"Substitute the following for the twelfth preambular
paragraph:

"'Bearing in mind that the growing interdependence
between the economies of individual countries makes it
necessary to work out a global concept of ~g~icultural
adjustment that will safeguard (he economic indepen­
dence of the developing countries,'

"Insert the following new paragraph after operative
paragraph 3:

"'Calls on the Governments to devise effective steps,
particularly by concluding international commo~ity
agreements aimed at increasing agricultural production
and making it more effective primarily in countries and
regions suffering from food shortages, by establishing
and supporting agricultural prices at levels equitable for
both producers and consumers;'

"Substitute the following for operative paragraph 6:
"'Requests the Governments Immediately to reduce

substantially and later gradually to abolish all tariff and
non-tariff barriers as well as other restrictive practices
affecting food and agricultural products on a most­
favoured-nation basis. taking full account of general
non-discriminatory and non-reciprocal preferences in
favour of developing countries;' ".

Trade andadjustment
315. The Committee noted the close interrelationship

between the world food situation and international trade, par­
ticularly in food and production requisities. Thus, while the
central concern of the Conference was that of food production,
trading conditions and opportunities frequently exerted a
strong influence on production. The food problem had
therefore 10 be tackled from all sides, including that of trade.
Whiie acknowledging the importance ofa general expansion of
trade in food awLagric:ultural products to the benefit of all
countries, the Committee stressed that it was particularly ur­
gent to expand market opportunities and to promote food and
agricultural exports from developing countries irrespective of
their socio-economic systems and the geographical region to
which they belonged.

316. Similarly, conditions on world commodity markets
were of vital concern to a large number of food-deficit coun­
tries, particularly developing countries, which had been faced
with steep and frequently unsustainable increases in their im­
port bills.

317. For these reasons, many delegations maintained that
the question of international trade was an item which was not
only appropriate but was essential for the successful discharge
of the responsibilities of the Food Conference. Other delega­
tions felt that excessive emphasis on these aspects diverted
attention from the main themes of the Conference. A number
ofrepresentatives drew attention to the unsatisfactory perform­
ap.ce of trade it! food, pointing,_ inser alia, to the great price
fluctuations and supply uncertamties in recent years and to
the declining trend in the share of the developing countries in
world food and agricultural exports. These representatives

Discussion
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"6. Requests the Governments of
developed countries immediately to
decrease substantially with a view to their
ultimate elimination of all tariff and non­
tariff barriers as well as other restrictive
practices affecting the exports of d.eveloping
countries particularly of food and agricul­
tural products on a preferential, non­
discriminatory and non-reciprocal basis;

"INTERNATIONAL FOOD TRADE, AC­
CESSTOMARKETS,PRICESSTABILI­
ZATION AND ADJUSTMENT

"The WorldFoodConference,
"Recognizing the interdependence

between the world food problem and inter­
national trade, and the role which trade can
play in solving the food problem, including
its,?evelopment aspects,

"Noting the view expressed by the FAO
Conference that increasing interdepen­
j"nce of the economies of individual coun­
tries necessitates a global and regional con­
cep,t~f agricultural adjustment,

"3. Requests the Governments of the
developed countries to conserve, during the
periods of shortages, the use of food-stuffs
for human consumption through a system of
rational utilization of available supplies.
and by avoiding wastage;..

[Twelfth
preambular
paragraph]

[First
preambular
paragraph]

Draftresolution submittedby Mexico on b~halfofthe
Group01 77 21

Amendmentsproposedby Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, tileC. rman
DUl/ocratic Republic. Hungary, Poland and the Union of
SovietSocialist Republics to the draft resolution submittedby
Mexico l2

Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America and
Yugoslavia. However, all members of the Third Co~mittee
were invited to participate in the Contact Group, If they
wished.

313. The Contact Group considered the formal proposals
before the committee, namely, draft resolutions IX and X, set
forth in annex VII to the report of the Preparatory Committee
on its third session (E/CONF.65/6), the draft resolution sub­
mitted by Mexico (E/CONF.65/C.3/L.2 and Corr, I) and the
amendments to that draft resolution submitted by Bulgaria,
Crechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary,
Poland and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (El
CONF.65/C.3/L.3).

314. The paragraphs of the Mexican draft resolution to
which the amendments in document E/CONF.651C.J/L.3
refer are reproduced below, as are the amendments them­
selves:
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considered that fundamental adjustments must be made to the
structure and functioning of international trade in food, giving
special attention to the needs of developing countries. They
also emphasized that while food aid would still be necessary,
developing countries gave greater importance to the creation of
conditions to enable them to earn the foreign exchange
required to pay for food imports where these were needed.
Other delegations pointed out that mutually beneficial inter­
national trade, based on equality, could play a role in the
solution of the food problem, contributing first of all to the
growth of food and agricultural production; for this it was
indispensable to remove all obstacles and discriminatory prac­
tices, while respecting the principle of most-favoured-nation
treatment, not only in regard to food trade but also in respect of
trade of all other goods. The Committee agreed that the
Conference could not become a negotiating forum for the
problems of trade in agricultural products, for which
appropriate fora ex'sted elsewhere. Ho~ever, s?me d.ele&atiol1ls
stated that the Conference should provide policy guidelines or
recommendations which reflected a broad political consensus
on fruitful approaches to trade issues. These guidelines would
also help to orient better the on-going work on trade in GATT,
UNCTAD and FAO. Since the World Food Conference was a
special meeting of the United Nations, it should set the context
within which the specialized agencies would assist countries to
carryout the recommendations of the Conference.

318. Some delegations recalled the Declaration on and the
Programme of Action for the Establishment of ~ New l~ter­

national Economic Order adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly at its sixth special session, under resolutions
3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-V!), ann emphasized its relevance to
the world food problem. They considered that the Declaration
and the Programme provided a comprehensi~e framework for
the consideration ofworld trade, particularly In food products.
They further stated that the stabilization of agricultural
commodity markets and prices and production inputs, access
to markets, and improvement in the terms of trade of the
developing countries were major inter~ati~naltrade proble.ms
which impinged on the world food s~tuatlOn ~nd pros~enty.

Other representatives expressed the view that Increases In ex­
port earnings of developing countries were equally necessary.

Stabilization

3i9. The instability of world food and agricultural raw
material commodity markets in recent years was a grave
problem for all countries. It bore particularly heavily on
developing, importing countries. Some delegations expressed
grave doubts about the efficiency of commodity agreements as
a means of stabilizing markets or increasing food supplies.
Many others were of the view that more attention to ~~m­

modity agreements was required in the interests. of stability.
Although their past performance was not very satisfactory. the
possibilities for improving commodity agreem~nts we!: .far
from exhausted. These should be instruments lor stabilizing
prices and for co-ordinating commodity aspects of national
policies. and should be aimed at increasing agricultural
production, primarily in countries and regions suffering .n·om
lack of food. Prices in such agreements should be established
and maintained at levels which would be fair both to producers
and consumers. They should also lead to a more rationa~basis
for the forward planning of programmes for the expansion of
farm output
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Access to markets
320. Some delegations stated that improved access In

markets of developed countries was a fundam- .I
prerequisite for trade to contribute more fully to the ame :«. .r­

lion of world food problems. They stressed that urgent ace. _,
was required in UNCTAD for the elimination ofbarriers to the
exports of the developing countries through measures such as
the implementation, improvement and enlargement of the
Generalized System of Preferences, liberalization of non-tariff
barriers, and im early elaboration of an over-all integrated
pl"Ogramme for commodities. In the GATT. priority attention
should be given in the multilaterai trade negotiations to the
removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers to the exports of the
developing countries. Some delegations favoured the in­
troduction of a time-table for the reduction or abolition of
specified barriers to trade. While there was general support for
greater liberalization of trade in agricultural commodities, it
was recognized that in all countries a certain degree of self­
sufficiencyin food production was a legltimatej-i-licy objective
for security and other reasons and that, acc.» ingly, som.e
degree of protection might continue to be n.· sary. In this
context, some delegations stressed that countne- had the right
to such self-sufficiency in food as a policy object. e. However.
the potential contributions from exporting countries to world
food supplies must be realized. In this connexion, a number of
delegations drew attention to the scope for expanded trade in
food amongst developing countries if assistance could be given
to the solution of payment problems.

Terms oftrade
321. Many representatives stressed that the deterioration of

the terms of trade of the developing countries could not be
allowed to continue. It was generally recognized that although
the commodity boom had temporarily improved the situation.
longer-term measures were essential. Some delegations felt
that indexation was one possible innovation but most delega­
tions recognized that until the UNCTAD study on the SUbject
was completed no firm assessment of the feasibility of this
approach could be made. Many delegations suggested that
other approaches should in any event be followed, such as, for
example. single or mu-hi-commodity agreements under which
remunerative prices for exports of developing countries could
be negotiated.

International agricultural adjustment

322. Some delegations pointed to the need to place in a
broad context the efforts devoted to improving the trading
situation of individual commodities or to solving particular
trade problems. They noted also that international agricultural
adjustment implied on adaptation of global supplies of food
and other agricultural commodities to global demand or needs.
Measures leading to the future improvement of trade required
to meet these global food needs must take fuller account than
in the past of the diversity. amongst countries. of conditions
bearing on trade in food products,

Summary ofproceedings

323. At the 9th meeting, on 15 November 1974, the Chair­
man of the Contact Group, A. Ismet Hakim (Indonesia) made
an oral report to the Committee on the work of the Group. He
noted, interalia, that the Contact Group. after discussing the
formal proposals before it, at three meetings. had established a
Drafting Committee composed of Algeria, Argentina, Aus-



milia, France, India, Poland, Sweden and the United States of
America. He presented and orally revised a draft resolution
which had emerged from the work of the Contact Group and
the Drafting Committee (E/CONF.65/C.3/L.4/Add.I and
Cord).

324. The representative of Argentina orally proposed the
amendment ofthe draft resolution by inserting, in paragraph 9,
the words "as far as possible" before the words "the interests of
the food-exporting developing countries" so that the paragraph
would read:

"9. Callsupon Governments of developed countries, in
the determination of attitudes towards farm support
programmes for domestic food production, to take into ac­
count as far as possible the interests of the food-exporting
developing countries, in order to avoid detrimental effects to
their exports;".

325. At the same meeting, the Committee approved
without a vote the draft resolution presented by the Drafting
Committee, as orally revised by the Chairman of the Contact
Group and the representative ofArgentina.

326. For the text of the draft resolution as recommended to
the Conference for adoption, see part one, chapter Il, resolu­
tionXIX.

327. The following representatives stated that they were
not completely satisfied with the draft resolution, or with
various provisions thereof, but had supported it in the spirit of
co-operation: Poland (also on behalf of Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Hungary),
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Argentina (on behalf of
the Latin American States), Spain, Sudan, Cuba, and China.

328. Also at the 9th meeting, the Committee decided to
transmit " to the appropriate Committee of the Conference the
following three paragraphs originally appended to the draft
resolution submitted by the Contact Group and the Drafting
Committee:

"A. Requests the Governments of the developed coun­
tries, and other countries able to do so and international
organizations concerned, to ensure the supply ofcereals and
other important food-stuffs to developing countries in need
inter alia through purchases at mutally agreed prices from
food-exporting developing countries through a system of
allocation, at reasonable prices and under favourable
financial terms taking into account the interests of food
exporting and importing developing countries;

"B. Requests the Governments of aJ countries to
maximize, during the periods of shortages, the use ef food­
stuffs for human consumption through rational utilization
of available supplies, and by avoiding wastage;

"e. Suggests the creation of a technical committee
which shall have to make a list of principal inputs for
agriculture of which the prices shall be related to the prices
of agricultural products and to find formulas to ensure a fair
margin to farmers in developing countries;".

Recommendation to the World Food Conference

329. At its 9th meeting the Committee recommended to the
World Food Conference that it adopt the draft resolution en­
titled:

" The paragraphs were transmitted to the Second Committee. which
took them into consideration in its programme of work.

"lntemational trade. stabilization and agricultural adjustment'~

Action by the Conference

330. At the 15th meeting on 16 November 1974 the
Conference took note of the report of the Third Committee.

331. The Conference took action on the recommendation
ofthe Third Committee as follows:

332. The draft resolution on international trade, stabiliza­
tion and agricultural adjustment was adopted without a vote.
(For the text, as adopted, see part one, chapter 11, resolution
XIX)

333. The representatives of the Federal Republic of Ger­
many, China, Venezuela, Spain, Cuba, the Philippines, India
and Uruguay made statements explaining their position on the
resolution.

D. Report or the Cmlentillls Committee

CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE
CONFERENCE

334. At its lst plenary meeting, held on 5 November 1974,
the Conference, in accordance with rule 4 of the rules of
procedure, appointed a Credentials Committee composed of
the following States: Belgium, Costa Rica, Philippines,
Senegal, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic
of Tanzania, United States of America, Venezuela and Zam­
bia.

335. The Credentials Committee met on 9, 12, 13 and 14
November 1974. In connexion with the election of its Chair­
man, the Committee noted that rule 4 of the rules ofprocedure
provided that its composition "shall be based on that of the
Credentials Committee of the General Assembly at its twenty­
ninth session". At the twenty-ninth session of the General As­
sembly, the Philippines had been elected Chairman of the
Credentials Committee and the question arose whether the
chairmanship of the Credentials Committee of the World Food
Conference should be the same as that of the General Assem­
bly, or whether that was a matter to be decided at the
Conference itself. In that connexion the representative of
Senegal regretted that rule 4 was open to different interpreta­
tions and expressed the view that at future United Nations
conferences the corresponding rule should be more dearly
drafted.

336. The representatives of Senegal and the United
Republic of Tanzania stressed that the election of a chairman
different from the chairman of the twenty-ninth session of the
General Assembly could under no circumstances, as far as the
African group was concerned, be interpreted as reflecting dis­
satisfaction with the way in which the Philippines chaired the
Credentials Committee of the current General Assembly. On
the contrary, the African States deeply appreciated the efforts
of the Philippines in the struggle against colonialism and
apartheid.

337. The representative of the Philippines stated that the
principal reason for which he had not withdrawn the
availability of the Philippines as a possible chairman of the
Credentials Committee of the Conference was that he feared
that to do so might reflect adversely on the chairmanship of the
Philippines at the General Assembly. However, the statements
made by the representatives of Senegal and the United
Republic of Tanzania had dispelled his fears, and his support
of the chairmanship of Zambia was motivated by his country's
solidarity with the African countries in their efforts to combat
colonialism and apartheid.
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338. Having been nominated by the representative of the
Philippines, the Hon. P. J. F. Lusaka M.P., Minister for Rural
Development of the Republic of Zambia, was unanimously
elected chairman.

339. The representative ofZambia expressed his apprecia­
tion of the understanding shown by the representative of the
Philippines and associated himself with the statements made
by the representatives of Senegal and the United Republic of
Tanzania.

340. The Committee was informed that, as of 14November
1974,credentials issued by the Head ofState or Government or
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs had been submitted, as
provided for in rule 3 of the rules of procedure, by all par­
ticipating States except 16. Of those 16 States:

(a) The representatives of I State were designated in a note
verbale from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs;

(b) The representatives of 3 States were designated by their
Government authorities other than the authorities specified in
rule 3 of the rules ofprocedure;

(c) The representatives of 5 States were designated in letters
or notes verbales from their embassies in Rome;

(d) The names of the representatives of 2 States were com­
municated by cable;

(e) The credentials of representatives of 5 States present at
the Conference had not been submitted to the Secretary­
General of the Conference.

341. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics expressed the view that the unilateral invitation to
the representative ofthe Saigon administration to participate in
the Conference was inconsistent with the Paris Agreements,
demonstrated discrimination against the Provisional Revolu­
tionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam and
wascontrary to the spirit of the Conference. The representative
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics emphasized that the
fact that the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Viet-Nam had not been invited to the
Conference had prevented the Democratic Republic of Viet­
Nam from participating in the Conference, thereby inflicting
damage on the universal character of that important forum.

342. The Committee was informed that the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nam had been invited to participate in the
Conference.

343. The representative of the United Republic of Tan­
zania noted that the Khmer people were represented by the
government of Lon Nol. He considered that it was the Royal
Government of Prince Sihanouk which should speak on behalf
of the Khmer people. In that connexion the Committee was
informed that the question of the representr tion of the Khmer
people was before the twenty-ninth session of the General
Assembly which was the competent United Nations organ to
consider such matters.

344. The representative of the United Republic of Tan­
zania also noted with regret that the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea did not appear to be represented at the
Conference. He was informed that that Government had been
invited to participate in the Conference but had not sent
representatives.

345. The representatives of Senegal and Zambia stated
that, in view of its humanitarian objectives, political con­
sideration should not come into play when determining who
should be invited to participate in the Conference. They
!,egretted that many people who were struggling for their
independence were inadequately represented at the
Conference.
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346. The representative of the United States of America
stated that political considerations had not been taken into
account when the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations had adopted resolution 1840(LVI) specifying who was
to be invited to the Conference. In fact that resolution con­
tained the "all States" clause which was to be interpreted in the
light of General Assembly practice regarding representation
and if any doubts arose the Secretary-General of the United
Nations had been instructed to seek guidance from the General
Assembly.

347. The Committee noted that all but 16 States par­
ticipating in the Conference had submitted credentials that
were in conformity with rule 3 ofthe rules ofprocedure. In view
of the short duration of the Conference and the difficulties
which some delegations had had in communicating with their
Governments, the Committee decided to recommend that the
Conference accept provisionally the communications referred
to in paragraph 340, subparagraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) on the
understanding that the States concerned would submit
credentials in the proper form as soon as possible. As to the
representatives of the States referred to in paragraph 340, sub­
paragraph (e), the Committee proposed that they participate
provisionally in the Conference in accordance with rule 5 ofthe
rules of procedure. The Committee noted that in most in­
stances assurances had been given that full credentials would
be transmitted as soon as possible.

348. In the light of its discussions the Committee adopted
the following resolution, it being understood that the views
expressed during the Committee's debate would be included in
the report of the Conference:

"The Credentials Committee,
"Having examined the credentials of the representatives

of all States participating in the World Food Conference,
"Noting the views expressed during its debate,
"Recommends that the Conference:
"(a) Accept the credentials of representatives submitted

in accordance with rule 3 of the rules of procedure;
"(b) Accept provisionally the credentials of representa­

tives which are not in the form prescribed in rule 3 of the
rules of procedure on the understanding that credentials in
due form will be submitted as soon as possible by the State
concerned."

349. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics reserved his Government's position with respect to
the resolution.

350. The Conference may wish to consider the recommen­
dations submitted to it by the Committee in the resolution
which appears in paragraph 348 above.

Action by the Conference

351. At its 13th meeting. on 15 November 1974. the
Conference took note of the report of the Credentials Com­
mittee. The Conference adopted the recommendations in
paragraph 348 of the report.

352. Following the adoption of these recommendations,
statements were made by the representatives of the following
States expressing reservations or observations on the report of
the Credentials Committee: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria,
China, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Guinea, Iraq, Khmer
Republic. Madagascar, Morocco. Peru, Poland, Republic of
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Viet-Nam, Romania, Somalia, Sudan, Sweden, Togo, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, and Yugoslavia.

353. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics reiterated the views of his Government contained in
paragraph 341 of the report of the Credentials Committee to
the effect that the unilateral invitation to the representatives of
the Saigon Administration to participate in the Conference was
flagrantly inconsistent with the Paris Agreement which clearly
established that there were two Governments in South Viet­
Nam. The fact that the Provisional Revolutionary Government
of the Republic of South Viet-Nam had not been invited con­
stituted discrimination against that Government; was contrary
to the spirit of the Conference and had also prevented the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam from participating. As a
result, the universal character of the Conference had been
seriously prejudiced.

354. The representative of Sweden pointed out that the
provision of the Paris Agreement pursuant to which there
should be a single Government for South Viet-Nam had not yet
been implemented. Therefore, the Provisional Revolutionary
Government <If the Republic of South Viet-Nam and the
Saigon Government both had an equal right to participate in
the Conference and it was inappropriate. under present cir­
cumstances. to have invited the Saigon Government only.

355. The representative of Romania deplored the fact that
the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam had not been invited to the Conference. He
further considered that the legitimate Government of Cam­
bodia, which was the Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk,
should have been invited, and he regretted that the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea was absent. The presence of
representatives of these Governments would have contributed
to the universal character of the Conference.

356. The representative of Cuba stated that the only lezi­
timate representatives of the people of South Viet-Nam w~re
the representatives of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern­
ment of the Republic of South Viet-Nam. He further con­
sidered that the representatives of the Khmer Republic par­
ticipating in the Conference did not represent the Khmer
people. He also regretted the absence of representatives from
the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

357. The representative of China stated that the Lon Nol
clique represented nobody but themselves. The Royal
Government of Prince Sihanouk had effective control over 82
per cent of Cambodia and about 5 million people. It had the
warm support of the Cambodian people and had diplomatic
relations with an ever-increasing number of Governments. On
the other hand, the Lon t"ol clique had been imposed by a
foreign Power and had long been disavowed by the Khmer
people. Its presence at the Conference was therefore illegal.
The representative of China also emphasized that the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam had effective control over a vast territory and
that the Paris Agreement had not been complied with. The
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam was fully entitled to participate in the
Conference and it was impossible to justify the unilateral invi­
tation of the Saigon Administration.

358. The representative of Albania stated that the creden­
tials of the Lon Nol clique were invalid since Lon Nol had lost
the confidence ofthe Cambodian people and was merely in the
service of the United States of America. The only legitimate
representatives were those of the Royal Government of Prince
Sihanouk, The same representative also objected to the
credentials of the Saigon Administration which was likewise a
tool of the aggressive policies of the United States of America.

359. The representative of Egypt stated that the only legi­
timate representatives of Cambodia were those of Prince
Sihanouk's Government and that the Provisional Revolu­
tionary Government was the only Government which could
represent the people of South Viet-Nam.

360. The representative of Madagascar regretted that the
Provisional Revolutionary Government, which the Govern­
ment of Madagascar recognized as the legitimate representa­
tive of the South Viet-Namese people, had not been invited to
the Conference. That discriminatory measure, which was con­
trary to the principle of the universality of the Conference, had
deprived the Conference alsoof the presence ofrepresentatives
ofthe Democratic Republic ofViet-Nam. The representative of
Madagascar further regretted the absence of representatives of
the Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk, the sole legitimate
and authentic Government representing the Khmer people,
and also regretted that the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea was not represented.

361. The representative of Peru regretted that the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam had not been invited to the Conference.

362. The representative of Iraq associated himself with
previous speakers in deploring the fact that the Royal
Government of Prince Sihanouk had not been invited to
represent the Khmer people and also that the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet­
Nam had not been invited.

363. The representative of the Republic of Viet-Nam said
that it was incorrect to state that there were two Governments
in South Viet-Nam. The Paris Agreement referred to a single
Government. The only Government which had been elected by
the people of South Viet-Nam was the Government in Saigon
which he represented. He stated that the Peking regime, on
account of its policy of interference in the internal affairs of
South Viet-Nam, appeared to be unwilling to recosnize exist­
ing facts. That regime should return the Paracel I~lands and
leave the Viet-Namese people to settle their own affairs. It was
?nly in that way that the riparian States of the Mekong could
implement the United Nations project which, in five years,
could multiply rice production in the region fourfold.

364. TIle representative of Somalia associated himself with
previous speakers who thought that the Provisional Revolu­
tionary Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam and
the Government of Prince Sihanouk should have been invited.

365. The representative of Sudan supported the statement
of the representative of China and regretted the absence of
representatives of the Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk
and of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

366. The representative ofYugoslavia protested against the
fact that only the Saigon Government had been invited to
represent South Viet-Nam and that no invitation had been sent
iD. the Prov!sional Revolutiona~ Government of tile R_";lUblic
or South Viet-Nam. He also Wished to register his protest that
the Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk had not been in­
vited, and he regretted that the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea was not represented.

31'!7 .. The representative of the People's Democratic
Republic of Yemen regretted the absence of representatives of
the Prov!sional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam, the Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk
and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

~6~. The represent.ative of Guinea stated that the only
legitimate representatives of Cambodia were those of the
Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk which had been
recognized by the non-aligned States in Algiers. He also
deplored the fact that South Viet-Nam was represented by the
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puppet Government in Saigon rather than the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet­
Nam. The absence of representatives from the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea was also to be regretted.

369. The representative of the Khmer Republic stated that
he had 30 far refrained from replying to the attacks levelled
against his Government at the Conference, in view of the
humanitarian objectives of the Conference and on account of
his Government's wish to seek adequate solutions to the
problems which it was discussing. The Khmer Republic had
been the victim ofa war which had been imposed on it for four
years and he wished to take the opportunity of thanking
friendly Governments and international organizatons for the
assistance his Government had received. That war could only
be ended through national reconciliation which his govern­
ment sincerely hoped could be achieved.

370. The representative of Poland stated that the interpre­
tation of the Paris Agreement according to which there was
only one government in South Viet-Nam was untenable. The
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam was a signatory to the Agreement. It was
therefore a fact that there were two governments in SouL.'1
Viet-Nam and he deplored the failure to invite the Provisional
Revolutionary Government to the Conference In addition. for
this reason, the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam had not
been able to participate, thus prejudicing the universality ofthe
Conference.

371. The representati:ve of Afghanistan stated that the
Royal Government of Prince Sihanouk was the only legitimate
representative of the Khmer people and that the Provisional
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Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet­
Nam should have been invited.

372. The representative of China stated that the presence
of the Lon Nol clique was illegal and that there was no jus­
tification for not inviting the Provisional Revolutionary
Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam. China pur­
sued a policy ofnon-interference in the internal affairs ofother
States. and the Saigon authorities could not change facts which
were known to all. The Saigon administration was guilty of
armed provocation against China but had still not learnt its
lesson and admitted defeat.

373. The representative ofAlgeria stated that, as one of the
non-aligned States, Algeria could only condemn the fact that
the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam had not been invited. In addition, as a con­
sequence, the Democratic Republic ofViet-Nam could not be
represented. He also deplored the fact that the Royal Govern­
ment of Prince Sihanouk had not been Invited and regretted
that the Democratic People's Republic of Korea was not
represented.

374. The representative of Togo associated himself with
speakers from other non-aligned States in regretting that the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet-Nam had not been invited ~:;~ that the Democratic
People's Republic ofKorea was not present.

375. The representative of Morocco regretted that the
Royal Government ofPrince Sihanouk had not been invited to
the Conference at which most States of the third world were
present, He associated himself with other representatives who
had expressed that view.



Chapter VI!

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

376. The draft report of the Conference was introduced by the Rapporteur-General at the
12th meeting on 13 November 1974. It was considered by the Conference at its 12th. 13th and
16th meetings on 13. 15 and 16 November 1974 respectively.

377. The report was adopted on 16 November 1974.
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Chapter VIII

CONCLUDING STATEMENTS

378. Following the adoption of the report of the
Conference. the United States of America proposed a draft
resolution expressing the Conference's deep appreciation to
the President and the people of the Republic of Italy for host­
ing the World Food Conference at Rome. and for their
generous hospitality and great contribution to the successful
completion of the work of the Conference.

379. The Conference adopted the draft resolution by
acclamation. (For the text of the resolution as adopted. see part
one. chapter Il, resolution XXI.)

380. The representatives of Somalia. Indonesia. Poland,
Argentina. Denmark and Sudan. speaking on behalf of the
States of their respective regional groups. and the representa­
tive of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the Group of Non­
Aligned Countries and the Group of 77, paid tribute to the
President of the Conference for the manner in which he had
guided its work and thanked the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, the Secretary-General of the Conference, and
the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the United Nations and their respective staffs for their
contribution to the work of the Conference.

381. The Secretary-General of the Conference said that the
Conference had opened under the shadow of a world food
crisis. and that the attention of all mankind had been focused
on its outcome. Some had expected dramatic new decisions
whichwould resolve the world food problem overnight; others
had been more sceptical and had taken the view that such
world conferences seldom resolved any basic problems. He
thought therefore that the Conference owed it ,0 itself to make
an objective and dispassionate assessment of the outcome of its
work.

382. The first accomplishment. in his view. was the
widespread interest and concern which the Conference had
generated regarding the problems of hunger and malnutrition.
Even the chronic problem of malnutrition with which
somehow the world had regrettably begun to reconcile itself
had come into sharper focus. Whatever differences of opinion
there were within groups. everyone recognized that there was at
hand a humanitarian problem which must be solved. It was in
that spirit that all participants had shown their recognition that
the world was living in an age of interdependence. and that no
country. big or small. rich or poor. could live in isolation.

383. Secondly, the Conference had accepted the over-all
assessment of the food problem and had recogni.ed the
seriousnessof the food situation. It had risen to the occasion by
displaying a heightened sense of urgency for agreeing on a
broad strategy and Oll a minimum package of national and
international action.

384. Thirdly. the Conference had accepted the basic
conclusion of the Preparatory Committee - namely. that the
solution of the food problem required co-ordinated action on
three important fronts: (a) to increase food production
especially in the developing countries: (b) to improve con­
sumption and distribution of food: and (c) to build a system of
food security.

385. Fourthly. regarding the objective of increasing food
production. the decision of the Conference to set up an Inter­
national Fund for Agricultural Development must be regarded
as a notable achievement of the Conference. The implementa­
tion of many of the specific programmes and policies recom­
mended by the Conference to increase food production would
require a substantial increase in the flow of resources for
agricultural development. Although it was only a start and the
full potential of such a fund had yet to be developed. the
co-operation of many countries with potential resources. par­
ticularly the response of the oil-producing countries. had been
most encouraging.

386. fifthly. the decisions of the Conference on food in­
formation and food security represented another landmark.
For the first time. the international community was laying the
foundations of a food security system which could ensure in
future the availability of adequate food to all at reasonable
prices.

387. Sixthly, the recommendation of the Conference that
all donor countries should accept and implement the concept of
forward planning of food aid. and should make ail efforts to
provide at least 10 million tons of grain as food aid every year.
was another significant step which wouId not only insulate food
aid programmes from the effects of excessive fluctuations in
production and prices. but would also provide a more positive
policy framework for food aid programmes in the future.

388. Those actions. taken together with the Conference
resolutions on fertilizers. pesticides. seeds. land and water.
research. nutrition. trade. and some other important topics.
constituted an impressive package of national and interna­
tional action to come out of the Conference. Particularly en­
couraging. also. was the emphasis the Conference had placed
on the importance of mobilizing people. especially the small
farmer. for rural development. and on the balance between
political, social and technical factors in determining priorities
for agricultural development.

389. The main challenge for the national governments and
the international community as a whole would now be the
effective implementation of those resolutions. From the very
outset. he had been emphasizing the need for effective follow­
up action. During the past 20 years. there had been many
conferences and congresses which had adopted very good
resolutions and reports: but their implementation had been
totally inadequate. The attention that the Conference had
devoted to follow-up arrangements reflected the importance
which it had attached to that subject. Nevertheless. the
conclusion of the Conference in that respect was a compromise.
which was perhaps understandable in a gathering ofsome 130
nations. He hoped that the co-ordinating mechanism recom­
mended by the Conference would have the political authority
and support that would be necessary to implement the various
resolutions.That requirement was particularly relevant in view
of the fdct that the demands on the world cornmunitv for
co-operation and mutual assistance were growing in intensity
from day to day.
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390. The primary responsibility for the implementation of
many of those resolutions lay. of course. with the developi~g

countries themselves. The Governments of those countnes
must take. on a priority basis. all the political. economic. and
financial decisions necessary for the attainment of those ob­
jectives. particularly objectives pertaining to increasing food
production. Without such actions, intern~tional sup~~rt would
not make the desired impact. A resolution on fertilizers, for
example. would mean nothing unless the oil-producing coun­
tries took the initiative for setting up fertilizer plants. along
with the developed countries which should co-operate by
supplying the technology. Steps to set up such enterprises must
be taken immediately.

391. At the same time. he hoped that the implementation
of the decision to establish an International Fund for Agricul­
tural Development would not be delayed by procedu~al
lil.::culties or organization problems. and that the countnes
concerned would quickly hold informal consultations in the
next few weeks so that the Fund could come into operation
early in 1975. The implementation of other resolution~ would
also require not only vigorous action on the part of mterna­
tional agencies concerned. but sincere co-operation on the part
of all Governments. Above all. it VI as essential to begin to
tackle all facets of the food problem as 11 basic human problem
rather than as a purely political and economic consideration.
As the non-governmental organizations participating in the
Conference had stated in their declaration: ""Hunger or food
must not be used by any group. nation or group of nations as a
political tool or weapon."

392. One area where the action of the Conference had
fallen short of his expectations had been the short-term f~od
problem. In the current situation of fo?d shortage and high
prices. the most seriously affected countnes needed at least 7 to
8 million tons of additional food grain in the next 8 to 9 months.
Unless that amount of grain was provided quickly. a large
number of people would face starvation despite all the resolu­
tionsand decisions of the Conference. He therefore hoped that
urgent action would be taken in response ~,) the recommen?a­
tions of the Conference to the effect that interested expornng
and importing countries. as well as current and po.tential
financial contributors. should meet as soon as possible to
resolve that problem.

393. He was convinced that. all in all. the Conference
would be an important milestone in man's perennial fight
against hunger. and he only hoped that the system ~hose
foundations it had laid would secure the world against a
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recurrenceof the kind of crises that had occured in the last two
decades.

394. How long would it take to reach the goals which the
Conference had set? The answer would depend on the actions
of Governments. Participants in the Conference should
remember that the resolve they had taken that "within a decade
no child will go to bed hungry. that no family will fear for its
next day's bread. and that no human being's future and
capacitieswillbe stunted by malnut~ition:' was a solemn pledge
of the entire international community. History would take that
pledge as a yardstick for judging the adequacy of the policies
framed and the action taken.

395. The President of the Conference expressed his thanks
to ail the participants who had exhibited so much patience and
devotion to their work. The Conference also owed a debt of
gratitude to the Secretary-General of the United Nations who
spared no effort to ensure its success. and to the Secretary­
General of the Conference who had provided the motive force
and inspiration to all concerned with the Conference.

396. The documentation prepared under the direction of
the Secretary-General of the Conference h~d brought ~og~ther
contributions from a wide ranae of international orgamzauons.
Special mention should be ;ade of the cont.r~butions by the
Director-General and the staff of FAO. Without the long­
standing workof FAO on the matter~ the C~nference ha~ been
discussing. It would have been impossible to begin the
Conference with such a wide measure of agreement on the
nature and dimensions of the world food problem.

397. At the opening of the Conference. all participants had
fervently hoped that the Conference could at least begin the
action that would finally put an end to the scourge of hunger
and malnutrition in the world. He thought that. in the two
weeks of its work. the Conference had indeed sketched the
beginning of a world food policy. though all participants ~ust

be aware that it was only the beginning. The resolutions
adopted would be void of meaning unless they were followed
up with urgent action to implement them in the next few weeks
and months.

398. There were many indications that the world was en­
tering a uw phase in its history. Above all. it was necessary to
find a common policy which would make it possible to
implement a new type of development scheme for people the
world over. The Conference had demonstrated that all people
were seriously engaged in the common search for a lasting
peace. that peace could be guaranteed only by a mutual effort
towards the achievement of a higher degree of economic and
social justice. and that it was possible to protect the indepen­
denceand the sovereignty of countries and. at the same time. to
reinforce co-operation within the framework of the interna­
tional community.
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