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I. INTRODUCTION

1. ·The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space held its twentieth session
at Vienna from 20 June to 1 July 1977 under the chairmanship of
Ur. Peter Jankowitsch (Austria). Mr. Luiz Paulo Lindenberg Sette (Brazil) served
as Rapporteur. The verbatim records of the Committee's meetings are contained in
documents A/AC.105/pV.168-l78.

Meetings of sUbsidiary bodies

2. The Legal Sub-Committee held its sixteenth session at the United Nations
Headquarters from 14 March to 8 April 1977 under the chairmanship of
Mr. Eugeniusz Wyzner (Poland). The summary records of the SUb-Committee's meetings
are given in documents A/AC.105/c.2/sR.266-277 and 279-283. The report of the
SUb-Committee was issued under the symbol A/AC.105/196.

3. The Scientific and Technical SUb-Committee held its fourteenth session at the
United Nations IIead(luarters from 14 to 25 February 1977 under the chairmanship of
Mr. J. H. Carver (Australia). The SUllll1&ry records of the SUb-Committee's meetings
are contained in documents A/AC.105/c.1/SR.175-182 and 187. The report of the
SUb-Commi.ttee was issued under the symbol AIAC .105/195.

Twentieth session of the Committee

4. At its opening meetiag, OIl 20 June 1977, the Committee on the Peacef'ul Uses
of Outer Space adopted the following agenda:

1. Welcoming address by the Federal President of the Republic of Austria

2. Statement by the Chairman

3. General debate

4. Report of the Legal Sub-CoIi1IDi.ttee (A/AC.105/l96).

5. Report of the Scientific and TeChnical SUb-Committee (AIAC .105/195)

6. Question of convening a United Iifations co..1ference on oute!" space

7. Other matters

8. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly

5. Representatives of the following Member States attended the session:
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile,
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic
of, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Sierra Leone, Sweden, Union of Soviet
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Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and I~orthern Ireland, United
States of America and Venezuela.

6. The session was also attended by the Chairman of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee •

li. In ~dition to the reports of its subsidiary bodies, the Committee had before
it the following documents:

Report on international co-operation projects at the Thumba
Rocket Launching Facilities

-2-

Administrative and financial implications of rotating meetings
of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses o.f Outer Space between I~ew York and Geneva

Provisional agenda, with annotations, for the twentieth
session

WMO Tropical Cyclone ProJect: report by the lo1orld
Meteorological Organization

Cable dated 20 June 1977 from the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Colombia addressed to the Chairman of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
Reply dated 22 JUne 1977 from the Chairman of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Colombia

Sixteenth report by the International Telecommunication
Union on telecommunication and the peaceful uses of outer
space

Considerations on the legal status of geostationary orbits:
working paper submitted by the USSR

A/AC.105/199

A/AC.105/L.93
and Corr.l

A/AC.105/197

A/AC.105/L.96

A/AC.105/200

A/AC.105/L.97

A/AC.105/L.94

7. At the 172nd meeting, the Committee agreed to allow the representatives of
Colombia and :&!.:cuador to address the Committee during the general debate.

9. Representatives of the f'ollowing specialized agencies attended the session:
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations
Educational, Scientific' and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the lTorld Bank,
"f:nternational Telecommunication Union (ITU) and World Meteorological Organization
C~-r:). The representatives of the European Space Agency (ESA), the Committee on
;3I)ilCe Research (COSPAR) of the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU),
the International Astronautical Federation (IAF) and the European Broadcasting
ti~'lion (ImU) also attended the session.

8. Representatives of the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator (UNDRO) and the Centre for I'latural Resources, Energy and Transport
(CNR11:T) of the lJnited Ilations Secretariat also attended the session.

10. A list of the representatives of Member States and specialized agencies
a:ttending the session is contained in document A/AC .105/XX/INF .2.
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A/AC.105/L.99 Text tormulated on Draft Principles on Direct Television
Broadcasts (see annex VII)

AIAC .105/L .100 Possible United Nations Conterence on Outer Space: working
paper by Austria, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, India, Indonesia.
and Kenya - Proposed text tor inclusion in the draft report
ot the Committee

12. At the opening ot the session, at the l68th meeting, the Federal President ot
the Republic ot Austria made a statement to the Committee as well as to invited
members ot the diplomatic community in Vienna, cODlllemorating the twentieth
anniversary ot man's venture into outer space. The text ot the statement is annexed
to the present report (annex I). At the same meeting, the Under-6ecretary-General
tor Political and Security Council Attairs read a message ot the Secretary-General
to the twentieth anniversary session ot the Committee (annex II) and a statement
was also made by the Chairman ot the Committee (annex Ill).

13. The Committee held its general debate on the items betore it at the l69th to
l13rd meetings from 21 to 23 June 1911, in the course ot which statements were made
by the representatives ot Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Egypt:l Fran~e, the German Democratic RepUblic,
Germany, Federal Republic ot, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, .Japan, Kenya,
Mexico, Mongolia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Romania, Sierra Leone, Swe~len, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom ot Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the United States ot America and Venezuela. Those statements are
contained in the verbatim records of' the l69th to l13rd meetings of the Committee
(A/AC.105/pV.169-113).

14. "The representatives of Colombia and Ecuador, the Chief of the Outer Space
Affairs Division, the United IlJations Expert on Space Applications and
representatives of CNRET, mmRO, lTU, FAO, UNE5CO, mI), the l'10rld Bank, European
Space Agency (ESA), COSPAR and IAF also made statements. Those statements are
contained in the verbatim records of the l69th, l10th and l13rd to l16th meetings
of the COIlDDittee (AIAC .105/pV.169, 110 and 113-116) •

15. After considering the various items before it, the Committee at its l18th
meeting, on 1 July 1911, adopted its report to the General Assembly containing the
recommendations and decisions set out in the paragraphs below.
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II. RECOMHENDATIONS AND DECISIONS

A. Report of the Le~al Sub-Committee

16. The Committee took note with appreciation of the report of the l.eeal
Bub··Committee on the work of its sixteenth session (A/AC.I05/l96) covering the
results of its deliberations on the four items assigned to it by the General
Assembly in its resolution 31/8 of 8 November 1916.

11. The Committee took note of the work done by the Sub··Committee in its effort
to complete the text of the draft treaty relating to the moon, as indicated in
paragraphs 18 to 21 of its report and in the report of the Chairman of Working
Group I contained in annex I of the report of the Sub-Committee. The Committee
noted, in particular, that Horking Group I of the Sub-Committee continued to give
priority to the question of natural resources of the moon, which was "ridely
considered as the key issue whose solution could facilitate an agreement on the two
remaining issues. The COIDIllittee further noted that during the exchange of views
conducted by the Working Group efforts had been made to reach a compromise solution
which, unfortunately, had proved unsuccessful owing to lack of consensus.

18. In the course of its present session, the Committee heard statements by its
members 'underlining some basic issues with which the Sub..Committee had been
confronted.

19. ~le Committee agreed that the Legal Sub-Committee at its seventeenth session
should continue to consider, as a matter of high priority, the draft treaty
relating to the moon.

20. The Committee noted that the Legal Sub-Committee had made considerable
progress in the elaboration of principles. governing the use by States of artificial
earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, with a view to concluding an
international agreement or agreements, in accordance with General Assembly
resolutions 2916 (XXVII) of 9 November 1972, 3388 (XXX) of 18 November 1975 and
31/8 of 8 November 1976~ In particular, the Committee noted with satisfaction that
the Sub-Committee, through its Working Group II, had been sUCcessful in formulating
a tentative text of a principle of Ilconsultation and agreements between States lf

and a draft preamble.

21. In this connexion, the Committee noted the hope expressed by the Sub-Committee
in paragraph 27 of its report that, in view of the developments in the Sub-Committee,
the task entrusted to it by the General Assembly in its resolution 31/8 would be
fulfilled at the current session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space. .

22. In response to this recommendation, the Committee at its l73rd meeting agreed
to establish a working party of the whole to review the outstanding matters and try
.to achieve progress towards agreement on them.

23. The vlorking party held four meetings under the chairmanship of
Hr. Peter Radel (Austria), who reported on the results of its work to the Committee
at its 175th meeting.

..4•.

24. The
the text
between S
New York
proposed
prE;amble
complete

25. 'llhe
square br
preamble
tr..e pream
had circu
preambula

26. On t
party als
paragraph
paragraph
of that p
w"ithin sq
Sub-Commi
considera
decided t
square br
principle
of the re
aforement
dir'ect te
2916 (XXV

27. Some
principle
and right
redul1danc
on iiduty
Legal Sul:
might be

28. The
principle
annexes I

29. The
outstand .
Sub-Comm"
Legal Sul:
matter of
of artifi
concludir
Assembly

30. The



24. The working party concentrated on removing the square brackets contained in
the text of the draft preamble and the principle on' "consultation and agreements
between States", formulated by the Legal Sub-Committee at its sixteenth session in
New York (A/AC.105/196, annex II). It also discussed the separate paragraphs
proposed by some delegations in'the Legal Sub-Committee for inclusion in the
pr~amble (A/AC.I05/196, annex lI, appendix), but, owing to lack of time, it did 110t
complete the discussion.

25. 'l'he working party was able to achieve sienificant progress in removing the
square brackets from and in improving the drafting of some paragraphs of the draft
preamble but no a~reenent was reached on the paragraphs proposed for inclusion in
tr..e preamble. In this connexion, the Committee noted that the delegation of Italy
had circulated an informal working paper proposing certain amendments to the first
preambular paragraph.

26. On the principle on "consultation and agreements between States" the working
party also made progress in removing square brackets that appeared in the text of
paragraphs 1 and 2 of that principle and in revising part of the text of
paragraph 1. The working party also held a long debate on the text of paragraph 3
of that principle but no agreement 't-Tas reached, and ,it 't.ras decided to include
'tvithin square brackets the text formulated for this paragraph by the Legal
Sub-Committee as well as five other alternative proposals submitted during the
consideration of this principle. Upon the request of. some delegations, it was
decided that the entire texts of paragraphs 1 and 2 should also remain vdthin
square brackets for the time being. Some delegations questioned the need for a
principle on "consultation and agreements between States" in view of the provisions
of the relevant instruments of ITU. Other delegations considered that the
aforementioned ITU instruments did not pre-empt the need for principles governing
direct television broadcasts as recommended by the General Assembly in resolution
2916 (XXVII).

27. Some delegations considered that, owing to the wording of the proposed
principle on "consultation and agreements between States", the principle on "duty
and right to consult" should be reconsidered in order to avoid inconsistencies and
redundancies. Other delegations were of the opinion that the text of the principle
on iiduty and right to consult ll as already agreed to by Horking Group II of the
Legal Sub-Committee should be maintained except for some drafting changes that
might be necessary.

28. The texts formulated by the working party on the draft preamble and the
principle on Uconsultation and agreements between States" are reproduced in
annexes IV and V~ to the present report.

29. The Committee, having heard the elaboration of views by its members on the
outstanding issues and taking into 'account the progress achieved in the Legal
Sub-Committee and at the current session of the Committee, recommended that the
Legal Sub-Committee, at its seventeenth session, should continue to consider, as a
matter of high priority, the elaboration ot principles governing the use by States
of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, with a view to
concluding an international agreement or afreements, in accordance with General
Assembly resolutions 2916 (XXVII) and 31/8.

30. The Committee noted that the Legal SUb-Committee, in continuing its detailed
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consideration of the item relating to legal implications of earth resources survey
by remote sensing satellites, as requested by Genere~ Assembly resolution 31/8,
had also made significant prosress. The Committee noted with satisfaction that,
thl'ough its Working Group Ill, the Legal SUb-ColilIllittee ha.d been able to formulate
the teA~s of six additional draft principles referred to in pRr~;raphs 9 to 12 of
the repol't of that l10rking Group.

31. The Committee l"'econmended th~t the SUb-Committee should continue, on the basis
of high priority, to give detailed consideration to the legal implications of
re!llote sensing, with the aim of formulating draft principles relating to remote
sensing. lIany delerations consiclered that this 1rork should continue, as in the
PD,st, on the basis of cOInmon elements identified by the Sub-Committee. Other
c1elesations pointed out that they did not share the opinion that identification of
common elemeuts was the most effective and the only possible method of formulating
principles on remote sensing. In this connexion, some dele(;ations expressed the
view that it 1ras necessary to 1·1Orlt. out a general acceptable text of a principle to
safeguard the sovereign rights of ell countries, in particular, the soverei~n.

rights of developine countries, over their natural resourcf.!S as 1-Tell as illformation
concerning those resources. They felt that the draft text appearing in annex III
of the Le['"c.:ll Sub COli'mittee's report (AlAe ,105/1:)6) could serve cs a basis for
discussion and elabora.tion of this principle. Other deleeations expressed the view
that the concept of State sovereignty did not include sovereignty over information
concerning natural resources and that, consequently, no such principle was required.

. . .

32. The Committee also noted that questions relating to the definition and/or
delimitation of outer space and outer space activities had also been discussed by
the LeGal Sub-Committee in the course of two of its meetings and that this
discussion had been the oC!c~e.sion for a new exchanc:e of views. Certain delegations
stressed the need for a definition or delimitation of outer space and expressed.
the view that this item should have a higher priority when the Committee conclUded
its uork on other items 8.t present on the arel1da. The Committee decided that, at
its seventeenth session, the Le~el Sub-Committee should pursue its work on
questions relative to the definition a.nd/ol' delimitation of outer space and outer
space activities.

33. In the course of the discussion, reference "Tas a~so' made to the question of
the geostationary orbit and some delegations suggested that the parent Committee
might also wish to consider this matter in more detail. In this connexion, the
Committee noted a workine paper submitted to the COmLlittee by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics containing consideretions on the legal status of geostationary
orbits (.A/AC.105/L.94), which is annexed to the present report (annex VI). The
COEmittee recommended to the Legal Sub-Committee that it should also bear in mind
questions relatineto the geostationary orbit.

34. The Committee observed that, at its 28lst meeting, the Legal Sub-ColaIllittee,
noting that 10 October 1977 would be the tenth anniversary of the entering into
force of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration a.lld Use of Outer Space, including the Hoon and Other Celestial
Bodies, 11 had approved a draft resolution contained in paragraph 13 of its report
and had recoli1Illended that it be forwarded by the Committee to the General Assembly

1/ General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.
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for consideration and adoption at its thirty-sec~nd session. The Committee
welcomed the adoption of the.t draft resolution and decided to for'o1ard it to the
General A3sembly for its consideration and adoption at its thirty-second session.
The draft resolution read as follows:

1{oting that ten years have passed since the entry into force of the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies~

Tenth anniversary of the entq into
Principles Governing the Activities
Exploration and Use of Outer Space ,

and Other Celestial

The General Assembly,

force of the Treaty on
of States in the
includin~ the Moon
Bodies

I
I

'1

I
!
I
I
I

i
\

Confirming the great ir.portance of the Treaty for the development of
international co-operation in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space,
including the moon and other celestial bodies, and for developing the rule of
la~1 in this sphere of human activity,

Convinced that during the decade in 1>rhich the Treaty has been in force it
has played a positive role in the implementation of the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United nations and the progressive development of the
law of outer space, including the elaboration and adoption of other
international instruments governing the outer space activities of States,

I~otinPi that ••• States have become parties to the Treaty,

Recognizing that participation in the Treaty contributes to the peaceful
exploration and use of outer space for the benefit of all mankind, regardless
of the degree of economic or scientific development of States, and to the
development of mutual understanding and the strengthening of friendly relations
a.I1ong States and peoples,

Recalling its resolutions 2260 (XXII) of 3 November 1967, 2453 (XXIII) of
20 December 1968, 2601 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969, 2733 (XXV) of
16 December 1910, 2116 (XXVI) of 21 November 1971, 2915 (XXVII) of
9 November 1912, 3182 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3234 (XXIX) of
12 November 1914, 3388 (XXX) of 18 November 1975 and 31/8 of 8 November 1976,
in l'1hich it invited States which had not yet become parti.es to the Treaty to
give early consideration to ratifying or acceding to it.

Expressing the belief that the participation in the Treaty of all States
and tbe e.pplication of this international instrument by them can contribute to
enhencine the effectiveness of international co-operation in the peaceful
exploration snd use of outer space, inclUding the moon and other celestial
bodies,

1. Invites States which have not yet become parties to the Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of S'tates in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, including the .1-1oon and Other Celestial Bodies ~ to ratify or
accede to it as soon as possible;
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2. ReQueats the SeCl'etu.}r..t1enel'e.l to undertake research analysinll; the
experience sained in the application of the Treaty over the past ten years and
shovine its importance for tile development of intemationp..l co-operation in
·the practical applico.tion of space technolorr.r;

3. Recommends that the Commdttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
shoulcl consider at its next session possible measures to encoure.ge the largest
possible nl.J1r.ber of states to participate in the rrreaty.

35. ~be Committee FJ.SO noted that the Le~e.l Sub-Committee had paid tribute to its
Chainlan and ha.d adopted a draft resolution. contained in r:aragraph 14 of its
report, on the tenth anniversary of Mr. Eureniusz Wyzner's chairmanship of the
Lega~ Sub-Committee. as well as its expression of appreciation for the services
rendered by its SecretEl.r~r\ Miss Kwen Chen. who had ended her services with the
Sub-Committee atter 15 yerirs. The Comm.ittee added its own appreciation for the
outstnndin6 contribution mt".cle by its Chairman and its Secretary to the wori~ of the
SUb-Co~~dttee. .

36. The Committee. having discussed the report of the Legal Sub-CoIi1Ei.ttee relating
to (a) the draft treaty relating to the moon. referred to in paragraphs 11 to 19
above, (b) the elaboration of principles governing the use by States of artificial
earth satellites for direct television broadcasting. referred to in paragra.phs 20
to 29 above. (c) legal implications of remote sensing of the earth from space, as
referred to in parar:raphs 30 and 31 above, and (d) matters relating to the
definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space activities, as
referred to in paragraphs 32 and 33 above. and ha.ving heard the views expressed by
its members in reeard to the programme of worl~ and the priority items to be
considered by the Legal Sub-Committee at its next session, recomended that the
~ga.l Sub-Coro1t!ittee should continue to consider with the same hiGh priority the
issues covered '?y items (a.). (b) and (c). and called u~n the Legal Sub-Committee
to continue its nork on 'this' basis at its follolfing session. The Committee also
requested the Legal SUb··CoDlDittee to continue its work on item (d) above.

B. Report of the Scientific and,Technical Sub-Committee

31. The Committee took note with appreciation of the report of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee on the work of its fourteenth session (A/AC.105/l95). In
considering the various recommendations of the Sub-Committee contained in the
report, the Committee eA-pressed its views as set out in the following paragra.phs.

1. Remote sensing of the earth from space

38. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the Scientific and Technical
Snb-Colill!!ittee. in its eY..alilination of the question of remote sensing of the earth
from space. had continued to consider in detail both the current pre-operational/
experimental phase a~d a ~ssible future global/international operational phase.

39. The Committee also noted with satisfaction that the Sub-Committee gave detailed
examination to the question of definitions as recommended by the Committee at its
eiahteenth gf and nineteenth JI sessions. The Commi.ttee in particular noted the
efforts tha.t the Sub·-Co!1"mittee haC'. further maC'_e to clearly define the term "data11.

2/ Qfficial Records of th~ General Ass..!.mbly, Thirtieth Session, Supplement
~To • 20 (A/IOO~O), 'Pare.. 3I~ ._.._.; .

?>J !lli., T-hirty-first Session, Supplel!!.e~t No. 20 (A/3l/20), para. 31.
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The Committee~ in this connexion, recommended that the Legal Sub-Committee should
adopt the terms 01' prio.ary data and analysed infoI'lllation, on the basis 01' the
definitions developed by tl1e Scientific and Teclmical Sub-Committee, and should
bear in mind those definitions in its work. The COJDIl1ittee further agreed with the
view expressed by the Sub-CoI!lIl1ittee in paracraph 32 of its report that the present
statp. of the art involved a particular sequence of system elem.ents, whereas later
g~nerations of remote sensing satellites might operate differently and, therefore,
any definitions arrived at in the present conteA~ might be relevant only fOr the
present state 01' technology.

40. Tile Committee also noted that the Sub-Committee had discussed a proposal to
classify remote sensing data into three categories - global, regional and local 
based on spatial resolution, but that there was no agreement in the Sub-Committee
on the concept or the need tor such classification or that they should be made
solely on the oasis of spatial resolution. In this connexion, the Committee agreed
with the view of the SUb-Committee that an attempt should, however, be made on
scientific bases to provide a technical definition of spatial resolution end to
determine what aspects of data, such as resolution, spectre~ ch8.l·acteristics,
polarization, etc., m~ correspond to particular applications. The Comnttee
therefore endorsed the recommendation of the Sub-Committee that the Secretariat
should conduct a study on the matter on the lines suggested in paragraphs 37 to 39
of the SUb-Committee's report, Which would be discussed by the Sub-Committee at
its next session.

41. The Committee, noting the inconclusive discussion which took place in the
Sub-Committee concerning the dissemination of remote sensing data, neve~theless

endorsed the view 01' the Sub-Committee, contained in paragraph 41 of its report,
that there was no scientific or technical basis for a sensed State not having timely
an~ non-discriminatory access to data concerning its territory.

42. The Comnittee shared the view of the Sub-Col!lJD.ittee that progress to date
suggested that satellite remote sensing systems would one day, lilte weather and
cOIJIllunication systems, become operational and, as that occurred, the use of
satellite data could be expected to become an integral part of nationeJ. economies
and their planning activities. It therefore endorsed the conclusion that
international co-operation was needed as that was the only cost-effective approach
for acquiring the benefits of satellite remote sensing for the majority of
countries, keepine; in mind the speciaJ. needs of the developing countries.

43. The Committee was pleased to note that in its review of activities in this
field (A!AC.l05!l95, para.s. 44-53), the Sub-Committee had noted that several
pre-operational space segments were functioning or "Tere being planned and that at
least one country had under development an operational remote sensinE': system for
natural resources and environmental observation.

44. In this connexion, the Comaittee agreed with t'he view expressed by the
Sub-Collltlittee in. paragraph 56 of its report that it "Tas already evident that several
operational systems with quite different operational roles and o.ifferent, but
hopefully compatible, chara.cteristics might be implerL.ented by various nations or
agencies and "Tith its viel.,. that there would be on important role for the
United Nations to play in encouraginr; the greatest practicable degree of
compatibility of the technical features of' such systems as well as complementarity
in terms of capabilities and roles. Accordingly, the Committee endorsed the
recoEmendation of the Sub-Co1lltlli.ttee that the Secretariat should undertake a study
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aimed at an assessment of the present situation in the area of remotely-sensed data
collected by space platf~rms and which would look in depth into the questions of
co-ordination of activities of States and United Nations agencies as well as
standardization and compatibility aspects, as outlined in paragraphs 81 and 82 of
the SUb-Committee's report.

45. The Committee further agreed with the Sub-Committee that nations planning
pre-operational/experimental remote sensing satellite systems should give close
attention to questions of compatibility with other such systems to the greatest
extent practicable, as well as to the complementary role of such systems, consistent
with the objectives of the experiments to be performed, and that the real
accessibility by sensed States tc data of their territory would depend, to some
extent, on the degree of compatibility of different systems.

46. The Committee noted ,with gratification that several countries were already
using data from the United States LANDSAT system and that the Soviet Union was
ready to extend dissemination of available remotely-sensed data to all interested
States on the basis of agreements to be reached with countries needing such
information. The Committee welcomed these activities which were designed to
strengthen internaticii~';l co-operation in this area of peace:ful exploration and use
of space technology for the benefit of all countries. The CODIIlittee continues to
believe that substantial benefits are being realized from the use of remote sensing
systems and reaffirmed its earlier endorsements and recommendations of the use and
regional co-operation in use of systems such as the pre-operational LANDSAT system.

47. The Committee also welcomed the efforts being made by the United Nations and
its agencies, in particular UNDRO, UNESCO, FAO, WHO and the l'Tor1d Bank, to utilize
and apply satellite remote sensing data in their programmes on behalf of developing
countries and agreed with the .sUb-Committee on the importance of providing adequate
training facilities, inclUding on-site training in all aspects of remote sensing,
particularly to developing countries to enable them to derive maxim\Dll benefits
from this new technology, and called upon Member States to co-operate to the maximum
extent possible in those programmes. It further noted with appreciation that
several Hember States, specialized agencies, and intemational organizations were
co-operating with the United Nations in conducting several education and training
programmes relating to remote sensing, as noted in section I~ of the Sub-Committee's
report.

48. In order to further strengthen these programmes, the Committee was pleased to
endorse the recommendation of the SUb-Committee (see para. 73 of its report) to
strensthen, within available resources, the role of the remote sensing centre in
the Food and Agriculture Ore:anization of the United Nations (FAO) in Rome in the
area of renewable resources and the establishment of a centre at the United Nations
Centre for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport (UN/CNRET) in the area of
non-agricultural resources with functions as noted in that paragraph, and in
accordance withparagraph 74 of the Sub-Committee' s report, the Committee invited
the Secretary-General to exPlore the possibility of continuing, expanding and
co-ordinating such programmes with the various United Nations units concerned
and with participating countries .and to report thereon to the Committee.

49. The Committee welcomed the' intention of the Sub-Committee to continue to give
detailed consideration to activities relating to remote sensing, and noted that it
had discussed several proposals conceming the future work in this area, as reported
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in paragraphs 84 to 81 ~ and had in particular agreed to include in its future
programme the question of detecting and monitoring'pollution of the environment
by means ot' remote sensing from space. In this connexion. the Committee endorsed
the recommendation in paragraph 85 of the report of the Sub-Committee that the
Secretariat should prepare for the next session of the Sub-Committee a document
summarizin~ the present state of knowledge on this particular space application.
The Committee also endorsed the decision of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee to include the matter of detecting and monitoring pollution of the
environment by means of remote sensing from space in its future programme, and
requested all interested StEl.tes and organizations to submit to the Secretary-
General as soon as possible information on their activities in this field and their
rec~endations for con3ideration of the SUbject so that they could be taken into
account in the document to be submitted to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
at its next session.

50. The Committee shared the vie'to1 of the Sub-Committee that the Sub··Canmittee
should continue to try to explore problem areas other than those already under
discussion where international solutions were warranted or international action
might be required t as outlined in paragraph 86 of the report of the SUb-Committee.

51. The Committee shared the view of the Sub-Committee that questions relating
to remote sensing require particular attention from the point of view of
co-ordination of activities between the Legal SUb-Committee and the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. The Committee noted the suggestion that delegations to
th~ Legal SUb-Committee might usefully draw the attention of that Sub~Committee to
the appropriate pa.rts of the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-eamnittee
whenever scientific criteria could facilitate discussion of. legal matters.

52. The Committee noted the United Nations programme on space applications as
set out in section II of the report of the Sub-Committee and was pleased to
note that further progress had continued to be made in the implementation of that
programme.

53. In this connexion t the Committee expressed its appreciation to the Expert on
Space Applications for the effective manner in 'to1hich he had implemented the United
Nations programme within the limited fur-ds at his disposal.

54. The Committee endorsed the United l~ations programme on space applications
for 1978 as proposed to the Scientific and Technical SUb-Committee by the Expert
on Space Applications. It noted in particular that several delegations had
expressed the view that the United ~ations space applications programme should be
extended as regards both its content and its scope and that it should receive greater
financial support.

,'55. The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Government of the United
Kingdom for having acted as host to the United Nations/FAO seminar on the
application of remote sensing from natural resources survey t planning and development
for the benefit of the developing countries from 22 July to 10 August 1916; to
the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for having acted as host to the
United Nations/FAO interregional training seminar on remote sensing applications

. from 9 to 20 August 1976; and to the Government of Pakistan for having acted as
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host to the United Nations training seminar on remote sensing applications in
agriculture, forestry = land use and water resources survey from 17 to
28 January 1977.

56. It also expressed its appreciation to the Government of Bolivia for agreeing
to act as host to a United Nations training workshop on remote sensing applications
for rene~Table and non-renewable resources in November 1977; to the Government of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for its offer to act as host to a training
seminar on remote sensing app~ications at Baku in October 1977; to the Government

,of India for agreeing to act as host to a joint United Nations/Ul~ESCO panel meeting
in India in November 1977 to discuss the experiences of the Satellite Instructional
Television Experiment (SITE) carried out by India and for the holding of a United
Nations/FAO training seminar. on remote sensing applications for the benefit of
developing countries in the 'regions of the Economic Commission for Asia ~nd the
Pacific (ESCAP) and th~ Economic Commission for Western Asia (ECWA) in October and
November 1978.

57. Furthermore, the Committee expressed its appreciation to the International
Astronautical Federation (IAF) for having organized a United Nations/IAF training
workshop on remote sensing applications for the benefit of developing countries in
Anaheim, California, from 27 September to 10 October 1976, in conjunction with the
twenty-seventh IAF Congress.

58. The Committee also shared the appreciation of the Sub-Committee that an
experimental international training course on application of remote sensing
technology to the solution of agricultural problems in the semi-arid zones of
Africa '-Tas organized by the United Nations at FAO headquarters in Rome from
25 October to 12 110vember 1976, in co-operation with the Government of Italy, FAO
and mmsco. The Committee was equally gratified to note that a second international
training course on the applica~ion of remote sensing to agricultural crop
statistics and census was held at FAO from 25 April to 13 Hay 1977, also in
co-operation with the Government of Italy, FAO and UNESCO. It noted further that
a third international training course on remote sensing would be held in 1978, in

j co-operation ,dth the Government of ,Italy, FAO and UNESCO.

59. The Committee further shared the appreciation expressed by the SUb-Committee
to Member States that had acted as host or contributed to the success of the various
seminars and to the specialized agencies, particularly to FAO, UNESCO and to UNDRO
as well as to IAF and the European Space Agency for the assistance they had provided
in sponsoring or participating in the United Nations seminars and workshops. The
Committee also expressed its appreciation to the Governments of Belgium, Brazil,
Italy and the United Kingdom for having offered fellowships through the United
Nations to developing countries for advanced study and trainin~ in areas related
to space applications, and to the Government of India for having organized an
international training course at TERLS, India, in January and February 1977 and
for providing fellowships through the United Nations to the participants from
developing countries. .

60. The Committee was also grateful to the Government of Sweden for its decision
to offer financial assistance of'up to $50,000 for the conduct of an on-site
training programme on remote sensing for the benefit of developing countries in
Africa in 1978, under the United Nations programme on space application.
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3. Other matters

61. The Committee shared the satisfaction expressed 'by the Sub·~Committee in
pe.ragraph 128 of its report on the work carried out at the Thumba Equatorial Rocket
Launching Station of the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre in India and the CELPA
Uar del Plata Rocket Launching Station in Argentina relative to the use'of sounding
rocket facilities for international co-operation and training in the peaceful
scientific exploration of outer space. The Committee, accordingly, recommended that
the General Assembly continue to grant sponsorship to these two ranges.

62. The Committee noted with appreciation the reports submitted by Member States
on their national and co-operative space programmes during the calendar year 1916
(A/AC.105/l90 and Add.1-9).

63. The Committee noted with satisfaction that in accordance with the
recommendation made by it a revised version of the review of the activities and
resources of the United Nations and its specialized agencies and other competent
international bodies relating to the peaceful uses of outer space (A/AC.105/l93)
had been issued recently with the object of providing, in a form that would make
it useful as a reference guide, general conspectus of the current activities,
programmes and functions of various international bodies involved in the expanding
pattern of co-operative efforts in the peaceful uses of outer space.

64. The Committee also noted with appreciation the participation in its work and
that of its sub-conmittees by representatives of united Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies and international organizations, and found the reports they
had submitted helpful in enabling the Committee and its SUbsidiary bodies to
fulfil their role as a llfocal point fl for international co··operation, especially with
respect to the practical application of space science and technology in developing
countries. .

65. In this connexion, the Cormnittee welcomed the report submitted by WNO on
its tropical cyclone project in response to the request contained in General '
Assembly resolution 31/8 of 8 November 1916 that WMO pursue actively implementation
of its tropical cyclone project while continuing and intensifYing its other
related action programmes, including the World Weather l\'atch (m-lW) and, ~specially,

the efforts being undertaken tOl-Tards obtaining basic meteorological data and
discovering ways and means to mitigate, the harmful effects of tropical storms and
to remove or minimize their destructive potential, and to report thereon to the
General Assembly. In particular, the Committee noted the view expressed in
paragraphs 21 to 30 of that report that the satellite has revolutionizect the
initial detection of tropical cyclones and the expected availabi:Lity of five
geostationary satellites by 1978 would mean that all the tropical areas of the "rorld
would be under constant surveillance considerably enhancing the ability of the
meteorologist to locate and track tropical cyclones over remote o~ean areas. It
also noted the view that the success of the t~10 tropical cyclone project depends

, upon the continued and increased committal of essential resources to this programme.

66. The Committee also noted the sixteenth report by the InternationSil
Telecommunication Union on telecommunication and the peaceful uses of outer space
during 1916, presented to the current session of the Committee. It noted in
particular the information contained therein concerning (a) the decision of lTU
members to convene a lt10rld Administrative Radio Conference in September 1919. to

-13-



-14-

t

g

at

ch

ld

~ .

review the provision of the Radio Resulations. including the allocations of the
radio spect:t'um for the various services s the internativnal co-ordination procedures
for the planning and use ot the spectrum and of orbits and relative matters;
(b) the Union' s proposed Exhibition TELECOM scheduled for September 1979 ~ nnd (c) the
'fork undertaken by the! Union in assisting developing countries by seminars. training
progr&DJDes and feasibility and plBDDing studies for the etf'ective integration of
space telecommunications into their regional, subregional and national networks.
The Committee further noted the statement made by the Deputy Director General
of the ITU concerning the results of the World Adminis~rative Radio Conference for
the planning of the Broadcasting Satellite Service in Frequency Bands 11.7-12.2 GH
in Regions 2 and 3 and 11.1-12.5 GB in Region 1, which have resulted in new treaty
legislation and world agreement in the planning and use of the bands for direct
satellite broadcasting, permitting also evolution of terrestrial services for the
countries so interested, without prejudice to the long-term interestw of satellite
broadcasting.

67. The COlllllittee was. gratified with the participation of COSPAR and IAF in the
work of the Sub-CoDDittee and for the valuable information they had provided in
SUbmitting their reports on scientific and technical developments in the exploration
and practical uses of outer space, which were considered useful by the Sub-Committee ~

and expected that they woulc submit similar reports in the future emphasizing~

whenever possible, areas and problems under discussion in the Comnittee and its
sUb-committees.

68. The Committee noted that the Scientific and Technical SUb-Committee had
considered the question of co-ordination of activities between -the Legal
Sub-Cormnittee and the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and noted its views
as eonta:i.ned in paragraph 121 of the Sub-Committee' s report.

69. The Committee also noted that the Sub-Committee had considered the report
submitted by the secretary-General outlining the activities of the various
organizations within the Uniteed Nations system in the area of practical
applications of space technology' (A/AC.I05/183 and Add.l and 2). The Committee
noted with satisfaction that the Sub-Colllllittee was satisfied with the manner in
which the work of the United Nations system is being co-ordinated by the newly-

I established ACC Sub-Committee on outer space, as stated in that report.

4. Future work of the Sub-Committee

«0. The Conmittee took note of the views of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee regarding its future role and work as expressed in paragraphs 115 to
119 of the SUb-COMmittee's report.

71. In particular, the CODlllittee took note of the observations made by the
Sub··Committee in paragraph 118 of its report and endorsed the recommendations of
the SUb-Committee that for its fifteenth session priority should be given to the
following three items:

(a) Questions relating to remote sensing of the earth by satellites and, in
particular ,g.uestions relating to the co-ordination on a global basis of remote
sensing ~ctivities!

(b) Consideration and review of the United Na.tions programme on space
applications; .

(c) Q.uestions relating to the convenin~ of a possible United J)Tations conference
on outer space matters.
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72. The Committee also decided to request the Scientific and Technical
Sub-CollllDittee to examine, at its fifteenth session, the physical nature an(l.
technical attributes of the geostationary orbit, wi'th a view to enabling the stud.v
of the different aspects of its utilization. The Committee reguested, in this
rep;ard, that the Secretariat prepare a factual stud.v on the subject, to be
considered bv the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee at its fifteenth session.

C. Possible United Nations conference on outer space

73. The Committee noted with satisfaction that, in response to its request made
last year, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee had considered in detail the
options relating to a possible United Nations conference on outer space.

74. The Committee noted paragraphs 109 to 114 of the report of the Scientific and
TeChnical SUb-Committee, in which the SUb-Committee's consideration of the options
relating to the possible United Nations conference on outer space matters is
summarized, and the recommendation that the Committee at its current session
consider, inter alia, the establishment of a small task force or an ad hoc working
group of Uember States to consider all the factors involved and any other relevant
informa~ion and to report to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee at its
fifteenth session on the specific objectives, organizational aspects and financial
implications of the proposed United Nations conference on outer space m.e.tters.

75. During the Committee's consideration of this question, some delegations noted
that a decision about convening a second United Nations conference on outer space
should not be made before the United l'lations Conference on Science and Technology
for Development had been held. Some delegations also expressed the view that a
conference on outer space should not be convened before the World Administrative
Radio Conference, which is also to be held in 1979. Several delegations considered
that the question of taking a decision about when a conference on outer space
should be held should not be inhibited by the fact that meetings in other
international fora were scheduled. However, there was general agreement that the
objectives of a possible conference on all outer space matters should be carefully
stUdied to establish its likely utility, scope and financial implications.

76. The Committee concluded tha.t a task force of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee would be useful and should be established. The Committee further
agreed that the membership of the task force would be open to all interested
members of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. The Committee also agreed
that, as this task force would be responsible to the Sub-Committee, it would be
most appropriate if its chairmanship were assumed by the Chairman of the Scientific
and Technical SUb-Committee, Professor J. H. Carver.

77. To facilitate the work of the task force, the Committee recommended that the
Secretariat should forthwith invite' Member States to submit their suggestions and
views on a proposed conference, focused upon those aspects of the. mandate of the
task force set out in paragraph 74 above, to the Outer Space Affairs Division of
the Secretariat by 30 November 1977. Those suggestions and views would then be

. reproduced and made available by the Secret'ariat to all members of the Sub-Committee
before the end of 1977 and subsequently issued as a United Nations document. This
document, together with comments of Member States contained in document A/AC.I05/142
and Add.1-8, could be considered by the task force, which would meet preferably
during the first week of the session of the Sub-Committee in order that a report
could be submitted to the SUb-Committee before the conclusion of its session. For
that purpose, the Commit~ee recommended that, if necessary, the session of the
Sub-Committee could be extended by not more than one week.
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111. SCHEDULE OF WORK OF THE CCHaTTEE ARD
liS SUBSmIJu.lY BODIES

18. !the CC'JlllDittee considered the recommendation ot the Legal Sub-Committee in
parasraph 16 ot its report concerning the holding ot meetings ot the Legal
Sub-Cc.dttee in rCltation between Gmeva and New York and, atter reviewing the
umua1 schedule ot meetiDgs, the CCIIIIlittee agreed on the t"llowing time-table tor
1918 IIIlc1 1919:

Scientific and Technical Sub-CCIIIIDittee

Legal Sub-CClllDittee

CClIIIDittee an the Peaceful Uses ot
Outer Space

~

6-24 February 1918 !y
5-16 February 1919

13 March-1 April 1918
12 March-6 April 1919

12-23 June 1918
11-'::2 June 1919

Le'cation

New York
New York

Geneva
New York

New York
New York

IV. TRIBUTE TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND
PEOPLE OF AUSTRIA

19. The CClIIIIIli.ttee adopted the tollowing resolution as a tribute to the Federal
Government and people ot Austria:

The United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses ot Outer Space,

Haviy held its twentieth anniversary session in Vienna, and having
adopted its report to the thirty-second session ot the General Assembly,

1. Expresses its deep aPFeciation to the Federal Government and
people ot Austria tor making possible the holding ot the twentieth session ot
the Committee in Vienna and tor their generous hospitality and great
contribution to the successful completion ot the work ot the Committee;

2. Also expresses its deep appreciation to the Governor/Mayor at
Vienna as well as the Governor and people ot Burgenland tor the generous
hospitality extended to the Committee during its session in Vienna;

3. E!:!rther exPresses its Eatitude to the Austrian Solar and Space
Agency tor organiziDg, in conjunction with the session ot the Committee, a
series ot lectures.by distinguished speakers and an exhibition relating
to space matters.

!y The third week contemplated might be used only in the event that the
session otthe Sub-Camnittee will have to be extended in accordance with para. 71
ot this report.
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It is a matter ot profound satisfaction for ~ country to have been
associated vith the progress ot this CaDmittee since 1959. J\s an expression ot
the close involvement of our country in matters pertaining to international
co-operation in outer space, the first Un!ted Nations Conference on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer SPace was held in. Vienna in 1968, focusing then primarily on a
demonstration ot the potential of space science and technology tor the benefit
of all mankind.

It is with great pleasure that I extend a sincere welcome to the United
Nations CCllllDittee OD the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at the beginning of its
twentieth session in the capital of Austria.

Austria, like almost all other countries, can participate in and derive
benetits fran space projects only by close international co-operation. ~
country sees its primary objective in this context in contributing to promote such
co-operation between all States whatever their level of technological development.
We believe that all countries, and in particular developing countries, could
greatly benefit fran such co-operation.

,
I

As I understand, the major part ot your discussions will centre on the
utilization ot remote sensing satellites data, the principles governing the use
of direct broadcast satellites, and the question of convening a second United
Nations conference on outer space. Remote sensing ot our earth by means of
satellites has provided amazing results in a wide variety of tields. These
activities have demonstrated in which way space technology can assist in solving
world-wide problems, such as surveys ot the availability of tood and energy
resources as well as monitoring the environment, to name a tew. The proper use
of direct broadcast satellites will have encrmous potential not only tor
international co-operation between states in my particular region but also for
tackling selected issues ot infrastructure, such as education md training in
developing countries.

In this context I should like to point to the outstmding resu1ts brought
about by the use ot the telecamnUnication satellite employed in the sa'te11ite
instructional television experiment in India.

Future large space projects, like s;pace stations, or large solar power
stations in space can probably only be achieved by world-wide co-operation. To
highlight this, the Austrian Solar and Space Agency has orgmized four evening
lectures to be given by leading scientific experts in order to present an outlook
OD these space activities in the decades ahead.

-17-



Since almost 10 years have elapsed since the first United Nations Conference
on Outer Space I think it was the right decision by your Committee to start a
process of consideration of holding a second space conference at an appropriate
time. Such an endeavour might not only be necessary to take stock of the rapidly
evolving space sciences and applications, but also to point with vision and
imagination the way whereby these extraordinary human achievements can to an even
greater extent alleviate human misery, social and economic injustice and promote
a climate of genuine understanding between peoples and countries.

Distinguished de1.egate~t it is an enormous challenge and an even greater
responsibility which rest on you as the focal point for space matters in the whole
United Nations system and therefore I wish the forthcoming deliberations ot your
Committee every possible success.

I should hope that besides your work·you will find opportunities to enjoy
some of the many things Vienna is able to offer. As I am informed, the programme
arranged around the session will also i~clude a visit to the Donaupark, lihere the
Austrian Government and the city of Vienna are constructing a large international
office and conference centre, not only to provide permanent headquarters for
!AEA and UNIDO, but also to serve as a future home for other United Nations
organizations and units. We are - I feel justly so - proud of this endeavour
which is another expression of the dedication of the Austrian people and the
'Austrian Government to serve the goa1.s and aspirations of the wor1.d organization.
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ANNEX II

~ement by ~fr. A. 1'1. Shevchenko? Under-SecretarY-General tor
Political and..§.ec.uritl Council Attairs before the twentieth
session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 01' Outer Space

conveyinp; a tnessap.e trom th~SecretarY':':General'

At the outset, I have the honour to extend to you, Hr. Chairman, the greetings
01' the Secretary-General, l\fr. Kurt l'Taldheim, tor a successful session 01' the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and to read to you the tollowing
message 01' the Secretary-General:

-It is with great pleasure that I wish to address this messap,e to the
twentieth anniversary session 01' the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 01' Outer
Space. This is also the twentieth anniversary 01' the most important
contribution 01' this Committee, the adoption 01' the treaty governing the
activities 01' the States in the exploration and use 01' outer space.

'In two short decades, since the launching 01' the tirst Sputnik in 1957,
remarkable progress has been made in the conquest 01' outer space. Cosmonauts
and astronauts 01' both the Soviet Union and the United States have orbited
the earth tor weeks and walked in space. In the Apollo/Soyuz mission, they
have worked together in outer space and have thus set an example tor
international co-operation in this field. !~an has landed on the moon and
man-made objects have landed on tar away planets and transmitted valuable
intormation to earth.

;:Applications 01' space science and technology have helped man to better
understand, control and use the environment in which he lives and works. The
use 01' communication, meteorological, navigational and remote sensing
satellites has already inaugurated a new era in human existence and it
reattirms our hope that we will be able to use the potential 01' space research
and technology to help solve some 01' the urgent problems of all nations,
particularly the developing countries.

I:While space science and technolo8Y progressed, it is to the credit 01'
this Committee that it has been able to take the leadership as the tocal point
01' international co-operation, in ensuring that these developmenta will
benetit all mankind and at the same time take place in an orderly and
regulated manner.

;

Under the auspices 01' this Committee and its Legal SUb-Committee, tour
major international instruments relating to space activities have already been
formulated and all of them are now iu torce with a signiticant number 01'
States being parties to them. This aUgurs well for the three other
instruments which are now under preparation. I hope that the international
instruments relating to direct tel~vision broadcasting will be tinalized at
this session and, thereby, contribute further to the signiticant body of the
law that has been already developed under the auspices 01' this Committee.
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tlA comprehensive proaruae in education and training has been
established by this Co_ittee under the United lation. Pro81'amrne on Space
Applications. several "international, resional and inter-regional panel
meetings, seminars and workshops relatins to all aspects ot space
applications have already' been held in many parts ot the world under this
progr&1!!Dle. Several other pro8l"&DDes:l "including those designed to disseminate
information and to create awareness among policy makers - particularly' in
developing countries - on the use ~t space applications, have also been
established under the auspices of this Camadttee.

'These are notable achievements, and I have no doubt the Committee ~rill

continue its eftorts to ensure, at this twentieth session and in the sessions
to come, that outer s~ace science and technoloRY can be shared in the widest
possible manner,among all States. u

Before I conclude, on behalf ot the United Nations, let me express our
gratitude to the Government ot Austria tor kind17 otfering the friendly atmosphere
ot the cit,y ot Vienna, well-known tor its warm hospitality, which I am certain
will contribute to the success ot the work ot this meeting. Let lIle recall in this
connexion that it was in Vienna that the" first United Nations Conference on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was held nearly a decade ago with such great success.
At this twentieth anniversa17 session of the Committee, I cannot conclude without
referring also to the significant role pl8¥ed by Austria in providing outstanding
chairmen who have provided this inportant Collll!littee with the dynamic leadership it
needs.' The late Ambassador Matsch, Secretary-r.eneral ~'!a1dheim, Ambassador Ha:vmerle
and now you~ Mr. Chairman!! have (N,ided the activities of this Committee
with leadership and understanding and have contributed in no small measure to the
success of the work of this Committee. It is in this spirit that I look forward
to a successful session thiS' year.
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ANlIlEX III

Openin~ statement by the Chairman of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of OUter S~ace

The customary privileBe of the Chairman to address this Committee at the
outset of its work is much increased this year, at this tl.,entieth session, by his
pleasant duty to l'1elcome members of the Committee to Vienna.

I am also honoured to greet the presence here, on behalf ot the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses ot OUter Space of the United !'Tations t of the many distinguished
guests l1ho are attending our opening meeting. Let me extend a special welcome to
the members of the Federal Government of Austria, members of the Diplomatic Corps
and the Heads of the international agencies established in Vienna.

As you are all aware, the interest and commitment of the Government of Austria
to the promotion of peaceful co-operation in outer space dates back to the very
beginning of the l-TOrk of the Committee. It l-Tas symbolized by the dedication with
1·rhich my distinguished predecessors, among vThom I wish to pay a special tribute to
the memory of the late Ambassador Matsch, have served this Committee and its aims.
This is another reason to express pleasure that the Assembly has accepted the
invitation of the Government of Austria to hold this session in Vienna in this
anniversary year of outer space exploration.

Distinguished delegates, because of this occasion, we shall hear many
references to the accomplishments achieved during 20 years of research and
E".xploration in outer space. Few will disagree that it is proper and fitting to p8¥'
tribute to all those forward looldng Governments .and those courageous individuals
l-Tho have taken human activity beyond the narrow boundaries of our planet.

But perhaps only a felf vnll also disagree that we live in a time when it is
hardly sufficient to be content 'to1ith past achievements, no matter how great these
achievements may have been. As 'toTe face a grol·Ting awareness of the tinite
character of our planet, and the tremendous resources required to produce
sufficient food, housing and quality of environment for every man, 'tf'Oman and child,
I believe we all have to loolt to the future rather than the past. "'e in the
United Nations Committee on the. Peaceful Uses of Outer Space bear a special
responsibility in this respect. W'e deal with an activity which, while still new to
n:.an's experience, nevertheless holds forth a promise to enhance our ability to
survive, not only on the planet earth, but in the universe.

The General Asst~mbly of the United Nations looks to 'our Committee for
Buidance in the organization of international co-operation for the peaceful uses of
outer space. The members of our Organization, through resolutions of the General
Assembly, have repeatedly expressed their' confidence in our ability to put torth
recommendations which are designed to serve the best interests ot the international
community.

The record of our Committee today includes the drafting and implementation ot
four international legal instruments governing activities in outer space ot which
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the basic OIle, the Treat7 on Principles Governiq the Activities ot States in the
Exploration and Use ot Outer Space, including the Moon and other Celestial Bodies,
ot 1961, is now celebratins its tenth anniversal')"; its record includes the
establishment ot a United Nations prosr8Jlllle in space applications as well as an
increuins volume ot international regional scientific and technical co-operation
in the peaceful uses ot outer space. lre can theretore express the hope that the
confidence the General Assembly has &pin and again placed in this Committee has
not been betrS¥8d.

Yet, it is precisely because ot the confidence placed in oUl" Committee by the
General Ass_b~ that we have an added obligation. ''le have learned, through
experience, how rapid the pace ot space technoloS1 can be. Theoretical concepts
become experimental realitd.es and turn into operational programmes with
extraordinal')" speed. It we look onl¥ at one tacet ot space research, the earth
applicatioDS area, there is an impressive rate ot progress in the operation ot
meteorological satellites, now an integral Part ot the ''1orld 'feather "ratch; there
is progress in the cOllllllUDications satellite system ot INTELSAT and I!1TERSPUTNIK;
and there is the spectacular success ot the remote sensing satellites, now both
experimental and operational; and the navisation satellite ot INMARSAT.

In order to understand the sro'dD8 volume ot this type ot activity it is
interesting to note that over the past 20 years near~ 10,000 space objects ot
varying type and volume have travelled through outer space; while most of these
objects have decayed and m&D,Y more are only debris, there is now an average of
near~ 1,000 objects active~ engaged in orbiting the earth.

We have also learnt that it is not necessar,y to be a master ot all the
scientitic and technical details ot a space progr8lllll1e in order to understand the
pri1Da17 objectives ot such a programme and to recognize the potential political
problems involved. •

It is instructive, in this context, to review the discussions at the United.
latioDS Conterence on the Peaceful Uses ot OUter Space held here in Vienna in
1968. In several areas ot space applications, which at that time were still
theoretical concepts, the discussions sho,-rec1 clear~ that the participants had
alre" anticipated the potential benetits as well as the potential problems the
international community would tace when those satellites were launched into orbit.

I emphasize this point. to illustrate the important recognition that we do not
have to await the technological realization of a space programe before embarking
upon substantive discussion. In these times of complex international problems,
the tendency t.s to concentrate on areas "rhich require immediate solutions and to
allow future problems to wait in the wings until their immediacy places them in
the forefront of OUl" stage. But as "re have seen, in the area of space research
aDd exploration, decisions can be taken out ot the hands of the international
cODlllUDity, Or decisions can be forced upon the international community by the
tait accompli ot a technological advancement.

FI1rthel'lllOre, as a leading European newspaper wrote the other day, over recent
)'ears, a fundamental change has occurred in space research which has profoundly
altered the character of man's exploration of the immediate environment beyond the
atmosphere surrounding this planet. This can be summarized as a change in public
mood towards space activities. The euphoria engendered by the ear~ years of
Dl&DDed earth orbital and moon landing, moon missions and other "space
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spectacula,rs" has given wrl'y to a marked desire to see the JI'll:',ssive technolo~ical

achievements ~enerated by the e~rly spRce ~li~hts·turned to more scientifically,
economically, sociologically and even ~oliticnlly rewa~~in~ snheres. ~~ile some
proportion o~ the bud~ets provio.ed by Govern1'l'\ents ~or Sl.lRCe research can still be
spent on the a.cquisition of ne" knowledp'e about the sola.r system of lThich earth is
part, and to a more limited extent l:'.bout the universe itself, the el""l.T'lh~,sis is nO'-T
more on not onl,'v ~etting value for money but also in !'takinn.- the still cOl'l'lparativel,v
ne" science of space technolor.;y ,.]'ork ~or its livin~.

As a result, the emphasis has shifted on to unme.nned earth-orbitin~ satellites
of a wide variety of uses and in increasin~ numbers, with in turn considerable
emphasis beinn: placed upon the development of communice.tions, but with other
practical uses also much to the fore - such l:',S the :monitorin~ of the earth's
mineral and other resources, meteorological research and navi~ation.

It has been 20 years since the ~irst 8~utnik circled the earth and electrified
the world. Since that relstivel.v small Illan-rnao_e object went into outer space, the
scientific and technical accomplishments that haye occurred with mnazin~

regularity each yea,r in the exploration of outer space have been without ."rece~ence

in the history of m.ankind. Dramatic proof o~ this lies in the current blas~

acceptance by the public. at larp:e o~ e~.ch ne'.]' space venture. ~ut the lesson we,
members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Rpace, should learn ~m
this exnerience is that the theoretical concepts bein~ put forwaro. for future space
activities by experienced space scientists and technicians, no matter hG~ utopian
it may appea.r to us as la.ymen, may very 'tl7'ell result in concrete prop.oraJl'l\'!)es. Such
programmes could become of vital importance to ~ll of us. It is for this reason
that they deserve serious consideration by this CoJltl'llittee so recommenaations for
political, social and economic guidance can be presented to the world ~ornmunity

and decisions ca.n be me-de to ensure that equal benefits will a.ccrue to all
countries of the world.

Hardl,v a month poes by without the record of one or more meetinp.s, in a
national or international forum wherein individual experts discuss the future
peaceful uses of outer space. As Chairman of this Committee, I have had the
privile~e of bein~ invited to participate in some o~ these fora and I can attest
to the serious attention being given to these new concepts by dedica.ted and
imaginative space scientists and technicians. As much as I applauo the value of
such meetings in fosterin~ the exchanr,e of information among practitioners from
rnarw countries, I am always aware that the exchan~e of ideas and, recomJl1endetions
which flow there~rom are in a non-~overnmEmta.1 context and have nobindin~ force
upon the decisions of Governments. It is only in our Committee, with the J!'l£lndate
f':iven us to act as the ~ocal point ~or international co-operation in the peaceful
uses o~ outer space, where Governments can make recommend,p.tions., Which, i~

accepted by the General Assembly, will be imple..mented on an international scale.
The question be~ore us now, as 'tre' begin our sessi6n and look to the next 20 years
o~ outer space, is whether we, too, can stretch our imagination and be~in serious
consideration of future space pro~rammes.

The discussion of some of the future' uses of outer space for man in the sober
atmosphere of this COIl!I!littee may even see!'!. a little more utopian than in other
contexts: but UtoJ;lb. is never fa.r from any activity in outer space ana. we should
therefore show the coura~e ~~d vision to travel, together, in new directions.

These days we can harcUy avoid the pressinp.: problem of securin~ sufficient
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enerr,y tor the world's needs 1nthout eni'.e.n~erin,,: the envirolU!lental quality of our
planet. Is it not then the responsibility of this COl'lMittee to t1.elve !'.S deenlY as
necessary to ascertain whether or not the use of outer S'Daee for the transMission
ot solar ener6Y' to earth is a feasible project, and if it is, what action should
be recommended to the world connunity?

Ina short time, economice.l space transportation will be available to the
world with the advent of the space shuttle. Should 'Te not be study'ine.: lrhA:t the
ramifications of this will be and be~in plennin~ for the most beneficial
international use of this new capability?

Being aware of. how advantageous the geostationary orbit is for so many space
applications, is it not our responsibility now, before it is too late, to p'ive
serious consideration to the development of an international plan for the NoSt
effective and equal ·use. of the @;eostationary orbit?

A concerted national, and perhaps international, effort is in :oro~ress to
find radio signals from extraterrestrial civilizations within the next few veal's.
It will be the outcome of nearly 20 years of smaller searches at va,rious rA.aio
observations and about a decade of preliminary plannin~ for a det1icated facility.
In view of the tre..mendous impact any conte.ct with 'ln extraterrestrial civilization
would have on our plenet, can this Committee continue to i~nore this possible
development? Should we not, at the very "linimuro, be P.'ivin~ prelil'l.inary
consideration to this subject?

More concretely, the question of !Il8.ntlfa.cturin~ in. R.n outer space enviro!1ment
is an area of activity that has international implications and, much further in
the future but also bei~ p:iven consideration by scientists, the conceI>t of spEl,ce
colonies is of definite international concern•.

For the more immedia.te future we mip-:ht consider the implications of spe.ce
stations and, as another step, the esteblishment of labora.tories on the moon, thE:
natural satellite of our planet.

Distin~uished delegates, I do not cite these eXAmPles as ur~ent priorities,
but I believe that, as a matter of princiJ)le, our Committee must be intelli~ently

informed about the future of space activities so the:l.; we Qan, ",Tith due
deliberations, determine what policy ~idance we wish to recommend to the General
Assembly. ~Tithout undul;r burdening our subsidiary bodies, we can request ~m

evaluation, on scientific and technical grounds, so that we, the parent COIllI!l.ittee,
can decide whether there is need for political action on our pert.

\,

The main basis for our discussions here will again be there~orts of our
Legal and Scientific and Technical Sub-Committ.eas, which hEl.ve been "istributed e.nd
are before you, and I take this opportunity to extend the tha.nks and apprecie:tion
of the COJII1.!littee to the Chairmen of the Sub-Committees, 1\l!lbl'l.ss8.cl.or Hyzner of
Poland and Professor Carver of Australie., for the outstanditm work they have aO's.in
performed during the past year.

I shall, at a later st~e in our deliberations, when we discuss the
or~anize.tion of our work, p;o into ~reater detail of the matters before us.
However, at this time, I should like to note that our Scientific ~nd Technical
SUb-Committee has, in its consideration of reMote sensin~ of the earth by
satellites and the co-ordine.tinp.; role to be playe(l. by the United T'!ations, raised
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several questions on outer space matters, the Sub-Comm.ittee has requested e.
specific action on the part of our C~m.ittee. A~d speakin~ of action th~t might
be taken at this twentieth session, I wish to draw your attention in particul~r to
the hope expressed by our Lee;al Sub-Coounittee that the te.sk entrusted to it by the
General Assembly for the elaboration of princijles governing the use by Atates of
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcastinp would be fu1fille~

at this session of our Comm.ittee.

If, in the spirit of co-operation, a spirit which has been the ~ui~ing

principle of the 'Work of this Committee e.no its subsidiary bodies, we can te-'lt:e the
final step in a task which has been before us for so many years, it will indeed be
a fittin~ tribute to the twentieth ~.nnivers£l.ry of man's step into outer spa.ce.

Let us proceed on a path which was at first onlY dres!!1ed a:bout by creative
spirits lil!:e Jules Verne or J\onst~.ntin Tsiolkovskv, the authors ~'Tho first took us
to the '!loon and describe spa.ce habitats with features a.S conte!"porarv A.S the use
of solar ener3Y and sp~ce greenhouses - ldth a closed ecolop-ical system.

On this path we now find the traces of Yuri Ga~arin and John Glenn, of
Valentine. Tereshkova and Neil Armstron~.

But let us also be 'sober and heed the e.dvice of a wise "Triter,
Arthur C. Clarke t in whose view people who attempt to look to the future tend to
be optirrlstic in the short run an<l to be pessimistic in the lon~ run. Too
optimistic because they usual~v underestimate the forces of inertia which tend to
delay the acceptance of new ideas. Too pessi""istic because developments tenet to
follow an exponential curve while prediction is commonly based on linear
extrapolation.

To paraphrase the language of our technical counterparts, the countdown h~s

be~un and all systems must be carefully checked end exa,1!1ined if the UniteCl. jlTations
Co~nittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space is to truly fulfil its
responsibilities as outer space research and exploration is launched into the next
20 years, onto the year 2000.
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ANNEX IV

Text agreed by the Horking_ Party o~..?-4June 1,277 al

Draft preamble

The General Assembly,

(1) In view of the benefits of international direct television broadcasting by
means of artificial earth ~atellites for individuals, peoples, countries, and all
mankind,

.<

(2) Desiring to safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of all States and
to encourage orderly development on an equitable basis of this. new and promising
means of television brt"\adcasting,

(3) Recognizing the unique characteristics of such satellite broadcasting not
encountered in other forms of broadcasting which necessitate besides relevant
technical regulations also legal principles solely applicable in this field,

(~t) Considering that States, as well as international governmental and
non-governmental organizations, including broadcasting associations, should base
their activities in this field upon and encourage international co-operation,

(5 ) Solemnly declares that in international direct television broadcasting by
means of artificial earth sa'be11ites, States should be guided by the following
principles:

The following paragraphs are reproduced from appendix of A/AC.105/196,
annex II, page 4:

Ila. ReCOgnizing that international direct broadcasting by means of artificial'"
earth satellites should be based on strict respect for the sovereign rights of
States and non-interference in their internal affairsj}

· .
Ilb. Considering that direct television broadcasting by means of satellites

should take place under conditions in which this new form of space technology will
serve the lofty goals of peace and friendship among peoplesJ!

· .
Ilc. Recognizing the importance of free dissemination of info!.Jllation and ideas

and a broader exchange of views between all countries of the wor1dJi

· .
al Previously issued under the symbol A/AC .105/xx/lvPDBS/1.
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Lld. Recosnizin.s the importance of the right of everyone to freedom of
expression, including the right to seek, receive' and impart intormation and ideas
regardless of frontiers, as enshrined in instruments of the United Nations relating
to universal human rightsd

-27-



ANNEX V

Consultation and agreements between States: texts
formulated by the Working Party on 27 June 1977

(1) lA direct television broadcasting service by I'....ans of artificial earth
satellites specifically directed at a foreign State, which shall be established only
when it is not inconsistent with the provisions of the relevant instruments of the
International Telecommunication Union, shall be based on appropriate agreements
and/or arrangements between the broadcasting and receiving States or the broadcasting
entities duly authorized by the respective States, in order to facilitate the freer
and wider dissemination of information of all kinds and to encourage co-operation in
the field of information and the exchange of information with other countries ./

(2) IFor that purpose a State which proposes to establish or a-lthorize the
establishment of a direct television broadcasting service by means of artificial
earth satellites specifically directed at a foreign State shall without delay
notify that State of such intention and shall enter into consultations with that
State if the latter so requests.1 al

(3) (a) /io such agreements and/or arrangements shall be required with respect
to the over-spill of the radiation of the satellite signal within the limits
established under the relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication
Uniond

(b) INo such a.greements and/or arrangements or consultations shall be
required with respect to the over-spill of the radiation of the satellite signal
within the limits established under the relevant instruments of the International
Telecommunication Union.1

(c) INo such agreements and/or arrangements shall be required in those cases
in which the coverage of the territory of a State by direc~ 'television broadcast
intended by another State for its own population is due to the over-spill of the
signal beyond the planned surface area if such an over-spill is pe!:.mitted under
relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication Uniolld

(d) /io such agreements and/or arrangements shall be r~quired with respect
to services not specifically directed at a foreign State 'which result in an over
spill of the radiation of th(~ satellite signal within the limits established under
the relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication Union~

(e) LDelete para. 3./

(f) IThisprinciple 611&1.1. not apply with respect to the over-spill of the
radiation of the satellite signal within the limits established under the relevant
instruments of the International Telecommunication Union.!

. -
al Some delegations considered that, owing to. the wording of the principle on

"consU1tation and agreements between States 11, the principle on ilDuty and right to
consult" should be reconsidered in order to avoid inconsistencies and redundancies.
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ANNEX VI

Considerations on the lepl status of geostationary orbits:
workinl paper submitted by the Union of Soviet Socialist

RepUblics !1

(1) Geostationary orbit is inseparable from outer space and all relevant
provisions of the 1961 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Hxploration and tise of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies are applicable to it. UDder that Treaty. geostationary orbit. like outer
space as a whole. is not sub3ect to national appropriation by any means whatsoever.

(2) The placing of satellites in geostationary orbit by States creates no
right of ownership over the respective orbital positions of the satellites or over
segments of the orbit.

(3) All States el\30Y an equal right to the utilization of geostatio~aryorbit.
The utilization of geostationary orbit by States must not be detrimental to the
interests of other States.

( 4) States shall co-operate on questions of the placing of cODlllunications
. satellites in geostationary orbit with due regard to the recommendations and

decisions of the International TelecoDlllunication Union ~oncerning the utilization
of the radio-frequency spectrum allocated for the various types of space
communications.

a/ Previously issued under the symbol A/AC.105/L.94.
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ANNEX VII

Texts formulated on Draft Principles on Direct Television Broadca~al

The General Ass~.Pl:l.,

(1) In view of the benefits of international direct television broadcasting by
meansc;r-artificial earth satellites for individuals, peoples, countries, and all
mankind, .

(2) Desiri~ to safeguard. the legitimate rights and interests of all States and to
encourage orderly development on an equitable basis of this new and promising means
of televilJion broadcasting)

(3) Recognizing the unique characteristics of such satellite broadcasting not
encountered in other forms of broadcasting which necessitate besides relevant
technical regulations also legal principles solely applicable in this field~

. (4) £2!1sidering that States, as well as international governmental and
non-governmental organizations, including broadcasting associations, should base
their activities in this field upon and encourage international co-operation~

(5) Solemly declares that in international direct television broadcasting by means
of artificial earth satellites, States should be guided by the following principles:.

Ira. Recognizing that international direct broadcasting by means of artificial
earth satellites should be based on strict respect for the sovereign rights of
States and non-interferepce in their internal affairsl!

· .
Ilb. Considering that direct television broadcasting by means of satellites

should take place under conditions in which this new form of space technology will
serve the lofty goals of peace and friendship among peoples;1

· .
Ilc. Recognizing the importance of free dissemination of information and ideas

and a broader exchange of views between all countries of the worldif
· .

al The texts reproduced here contain the principles agreed to by the Working
Group-11 of the Legal Sub-Comm;i.ttee at the fifteenth session of the Sub-Committee
in 1916 (A/AC.105/l1l, annex 11), as well as the texts formulated by the Working
Group 11 of the Legal Sub-Committee at its sixteenth session in 1917
(A/AC.105/l96, annex 11) and by the Working Party of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space at its twentieth session in 1977.
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. Lld. Recogni~JDJ. the importance of the right of everyone to treedcm of
expression, including the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas
regardless of frontiers, as enshrined in instruments of the United Nations relating
to universal human rights.:!

~rposes and obJe~t~~

States declare bl that activities in the field of international direct
television broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites should be carried
out in a manner compatible with the developnent of mutual understanding and the
strengthening of friendly relations and co-operation among all States and peoples
in the interest of maintaining international peace and security. Such activities
should, inter alia, promote the dissemination and mutual exchange of information
and knowledge in cultural and scientific fields, assist in educational, social and
economic development, particularly in the developing countries .. enhance the quality
of life of all peoples and provide beneficial recreation.

Applicability of international law

Activities in the field of direct television broadcasting by means of
artificial earth satellites should be conducted in accordance with international
law, including the Charter of the United Nations, the Treaty on Principles Governing
the activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the
.Moon and other Celestial Bodies of 27 January 1967, the relevant provisions of the
International Telecommunication Convention and its Radio Regulations and of
international instruments relating to friendly relations ane. co-operation among
~ates and to human rights.

!lights !!ld benefits

Every State has an equal right to conduct activities in the field 'of direct
television broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites and to authorize
such activities by persons and entities under its jurisdiction. All States and
peoples are entitled to and should enjoy the benefits from such activities. Access
to the technology in this field should be available to all States without
discrimination on terms mutually agreed by all concerned.

International co-operation

Activities in the field of direct television broadcasting by means of
artificial earth satellites should be based upon and encourage international
co-operation. Such co-operation' should be the subject of appropriate
arrangements. cl

bl Subject to review in the context' of the final form of this document.

cl Subject to review of the second sentence in the light of the discussion
on consent and participation.
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State responsibilitl

States should bear international respOllllibilitl tor activities in the field ot
direct television broadcutiD8 b7 means of artificial earth satellites carried out
by' them or under their jurisdiction and tor the confol'lllit7 ot ay such activities
vith the principles set torth in this dOCWDent.

When direct television broadcutiD8 b7 meus of artificial earth satellites
is carried out b7 u international intersoverllllental orguization, responsibilit7
for compliance with these principles should be borne both b7 such orsanization
ud b7 States participatiD8 in it •

!2!ltl and right to consult

AD7 State requested to do so b7 another State should prClllpt17 enter into
consultations with the requesting State concerniD8 any matter arisiDg trClll those
activities in the tield ot international direct television broadcutiDS by'
satellites that are likely to aftect the requestins State, ud such consultations
should be conducted vith due res8rd to the other principles of this document.

~ful set:t!.eI!-ent ot disputes

AD7 'dispute that m8¥ arise from activities in the field ot direct television
brosdcastins by'means ot artiticial earth satellites should be resolved by' prompt
consultations among the parties to the dispute. 10Jhere a mutually acceptable
resolution C&Dl1ot be achieved b7 such consultations, it should be sought through
other established procedures tor the peaceful settl_ent ot disputes.

Q.~~ight and neighbouring rights

Without prejudice to the relevant provisions ot international law States should
co-operate on a bilateral and DlUltilateral basis tor protection of copyright and
neighbouring rights b7 means ot appropriate agreements between the interested States.
In such co-operation they should give specia1 consideration -to the interests ot
developing countries in th~e of direct television broadcastiD8 tor the purpose
ot acceleratins their national developnent.

Notitication to the United Nations.-
In order to promote international co-operation in the peaceful exploration

and use ot outer space, States conductiDg or authorizins activities in the tield
ot direct television broaclcastins b7 satellites should intorm the Secret&17-General
ot th~ United Nations to the greatest extent possible ot the nature ot such
activities. On receiviDg this intormation, the Secret&l'7-General ot the United
Nations should disseminate it immediate17 and ettectively to the relevant United
Nations specializ,ed agencies, as well as to the public and the international
scientitic ccammit7.
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Consultation and agreements between States-_. - . --_._---_.~-,_._-_..~..........-.

1. /A direct television broadcasting service by means of artificial earth
satellites specifically directed at a foreign State, which shall be established
only when it is not inconsistent with the provisions of the relevant instruments
of the International Telecommunication Union, shall be based on appropriate
agreements and/or arrangements betveen the broadcasting and receiving States or the
broadcasting entities duly authorized by the respective States, in order to
facilitate the freer ana. wider dissemination of information of all kinds and to
encouraze co-operl3.tion in the field of information and the exchange of information
with other countries. /

2. /For that purpose a State which proposes to establish or authorize the
establishment of a direct television broadcasting service by means of artificial
earth satellites specifically directed at a foreign State shall without del~
notify that State of' such intention and shall enter into consultations with that
State if the latter so requests.:l 0./

3. (fa.) No such agreements and/or arrangements shall be required with respect to
the over-spill of the radiation of the satellite signal within the limits
estaolished under the relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication

,Union./

/rb) No such ar;reements and/or arrangements or consultations shall be required
with respect to the oYer·~spill of the radiation of the satellite signal ,rithin
the limits established under the relevant instruments of the International
Telecommunication Union./

lCc) No such agreements and/or arrangements shall be required in those cases
in which the coverage of the territory of a State by direct television broadcast
intended by another State for its own population is due to the over-spill of the
signal beyond the planned service area if such an over-spill is permitted under
relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication Union./

/fd) No such agreements and/or arrangements shall be required with respect to
services not specifically directed at a foreign State which result in an over-spill
of the radiation of the satellite signal within the limits established under the
relevant instruments of the International Telecommunication Union.:!

lCe) Delete para. 3.:..1

lff) This principle shaJ.l not apply with respect to the over-spill of"the
radiation of the satellite signal within the limits established under the relevant
instruments of the InternationaJ. Telecommunication Union./

,Progra~~~~ent

/States or their broadcasting entities which participate in direct television
broadcasting by satellite with other States should co-operate with one another in
respect of programming, programme content, production and interchange of programmes.:.

0./ Some delegations considered that, owing to the wording of the principle on
. "consultation and agreements between States li, the principle on l1duty and right to

consult ll should be reconsidered in order to avoid inconsistencies and redundancies.
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IThe broadcasting or commercial advertisingt direct or indirect to countries
other-than. tb.e country of origin~ should be on the basis of appropriate agreements
between the countries corice~nedd

LNotwicthstanding the foregoing, States undertaking activities in direct
t~~evision broadcasting by satellites should in all cases exclude from the
television programmes 8DY material 'Which is detrimental to the maintenance of
international peace and security,) which publicizes ideas of war) militarism, national
and, r~cial hatred and emnity between peoples, which is aimed at interfering in the
danestic afrairs of other States or which undermines the foundations of the local
civilization, culture, way of life, traditions or languageJ

~

Unla~/inadmissi'l?lebroadcasts
.

/States shall regard' as unlawful and as giving rise to the international
liability of States direct television broadcasts specifically aimed at a foreign
State but, carri~d out without the express consent of the latter, containing material
which according to these principles should be excluded from programmes, or received
as a result of unintentional radiation if the broadcasting State has refused to
hold appropriate consultations with the State in which the broadcasts are receivedJ

/In case, of the transmission to any Rtate of television broadcasts which are
Unlawful, that State may take in respect of such broadcasts measures which are
recognized as legal under international law.1

/States agree to give every assistance in stopping unlawful direct television
broadcasting by satellite./

lADy broadcasts that a Strate does not wish to be made in its territory or
among~its population and in respect of which it has made known such decision to the
broadcasting State are inadmissible .1

/Every transmitter) State" international organization or authorized agency
shall-refrain from making such proadcasts or shall immediately' discontinue such
broadcasts if it has begun to transmit themJ
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