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Stakeholders include civil society, human rights institutions, faith based groups and advocacy groups.

The government is presently working out modalities to deposit this document with the Secretary
General of the United Nations.

Although the Optional Protocol to the CRC is still in the process of being ratified, the Government
has already made huge achievements in relation to the CRC. For this matter it has: Established
children clubs in schools; established 15 children’s Assemblies, one in each of the fifteen counties;
established one national children’s parliament; employed 15 child welfare officers, one from each
county; established child welfare offices in seven counties (Grand Kru, River Gee, Maryland, Bomi,
Gbarpolu, Grand Cape Mount and Rural Montserrado); established a child protection network
(comprised of line ministries and local and international NGO’s working to protect children in
Liberia) both on national and county levels.

The CEDAW Committee has made several recommendations in respect of Liberia’s ratification of the
Optional Protocol to the CEDAW. In response to this the Government has spearheaded efforts to
address the recommendations made by the CEDAW Committee by establishing a Taskforce charged
with the responsibility to meet quarterly to review the level of progress that has been made in the
implementation of the CEDAW recommendations and on the Convention itself. In addition, five
thematic committees (legal, health, social institutions, education and employment, each to be chaired
by a deputy or assistant minister from the sector ministry) have been set up. Specific
recommendations were assigned to each committee to ensure their implementation.

Furthermore, the expensive process of domestication makes Liberia dependent on the need for
logistical, financial, capacitive and institutional support.

Since the coming into power of the current administration, practitioners, whose action under the
practice of FGM and Trial by Ordeal caused the death of another human being, have been tried in a
court of competent jurisdiction and sent to prison under the sanctions imposed for the conventional
acts.

FGM is usually practiced by female Zoes, who are knowledgeable on traditional medicines and
medicinal herbs and are hence also referred to as “Herbalists”. Before Zoes can practice they have to
obtain a license from the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Many of the practitioners practice FGM as a source of income and in some cases the line between
economic benefits and cultural practice becomes obscured.

Activities are carried out in cooperation with stakeholders.

All Supreme Court decisions upheld the 1916 Supreme Court judgment outlawing trials by ordeal and
the Government’s judiciary position is still in support of these rulings.

This also affects trials by ordeal of a minor nature as allowed and authorized by the Revised Laws and
Administrative Regulations for Governing the Hinterland of Liberia.

In addition to this an endowment fund has been established to meet the immediate needs of the
survivors in the 15 counties.

E.g. the new Public Land Laws that have been drafted conform with the Constitution in that it
provides equal access to all citizens including women. The land commission investigates,
furthermore, how best to incorporate the aspect of the new inheritance law as related to women to
ensure that they are given equal access to and ownership of land particularly under the customary
system.

Especially on precarious topics like inheritance law and rape law.

Witness the fact that three concrete policy proposals were advanced in a recently held National
Conference on Enhancing Access to Justice, which resolve to provide more acceptable justice
outcomes for the Liberian people.
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16 On December 6, 2010, Liberia received the Sub-Committee on the Prevention of Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (SPT) and efforts are made to incorporate the
SPT’s recommendations into ongoing programs to improve (pre-trial) detention center conditions and
protect citizens from torture and ill treatment.

7 Pre-trial hearings are held in Monrovia Central Prison by magistrates from 6 magisterial courts in
Montserrado County.
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