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NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined
with figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations
document.

The present document contains a special report submitted ta the General Assembly
by the Special Committee against Apartheid. It was previously circulated under the symbol
A1391221Add.l-Sl16814/Add.l.
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LETTER OF TRJ\NSMITTAL

17 October 1984

Sir,

l have the honour to send you herewith a special report of the Special
Committee aqainst Apartheid on recent developrnents concerninq relations between
Israel and South Africa, adopted unanimously by the Special Committee against
Apartheid on 17 October 1984.

This special report is submitted to the General Assernbly and the Security
Council in aocordance with the relevant provisions of General Assembly
resolutions 2671 (XXV) of 8 Decernber 1970 and 38/39 F of 5 Decernber 1983.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my hiqhest consideration.

(Siqned) Joseph N. GARBA

Chairrnan of the Special Committee
against Apartheid

His Excellency
Mr. Javier pérez de Cuéllar
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
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1. INTRODUCTION

.al
letween
Iinst

:urity

~

l Committee
eid

1. The Special Committee continued to devote special attention in the past year
to the menace emanatinq from the increasinq collaboration between Israel and South
Africa •

2. It rnay be recallen that, in its report to the General Assembly at its
thirty-eiqhth session, the Special Committee had pointed out that "the alliance
between Israel and South Africa has emerged durinq this Decade [for Action to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination] and reprebants an inescapable challenge to
the United Nations". 1/

3. The Special Committee notes that there has been increasinq international
awareness of the seriousness of the collaboration between the two régimes in

1 Pretoria and Tel Aviv and their close links with the Government of the United
States of America, which provides protection to both of them.

4. The Conference of Arab Solidarity with the Struqqle for Liberation in Southern
Africa, orqanized by the Special Cornmittee in co-operation with the League of Arab
States (LAS) and held at Tunis from 7 to 9 August 1984, included in its aqenda an
item entitled "Threat that the alliance between Israel and South Africa constitutes
for African and Arab countries". 1/

5. In its Declaration, the Conference "strongly condemned the close alliance
which has developed between the racist réaimes in Pretoria and Tel Aviv in their
common hostility to qenuine freedom of African and Arab peoples. The growing
collaboration between these réqimes in the military, nuclear~ economic and cultural
fields represents a menace to both Africa and the Arab States and people". 11

6. Despite of the unwillingness of certain Western States to consider the serious
developments arising from the relations between Israel and South Africa and the
threat to international peace and security resultinq from such a relationship,
public opinion in the West is becoming more aware off and concerned over, the
situation.

7. The Movement of Non-Aliqned Countries, the Orqanization of African Unity
(CAU), LAS and the Orqanization of the Islamic Conference, as weIl as many
interqovernmental and non-governmental organizations have condemned the alliance
between Israel and South Africa.

8. It may be recalled that, by resolution 38/39 F of 5 December 1983 concerning
relations between Is~ael and South Africa, the General Assernbly:

"1. Again strongly condemns the continuinq and increasinq collaboration
by Israel with the racist régime of South Africa, especially in the military
and nuclear fields,

"2. Demands that Israel desist from and terminate forthwith aIl· forms of
collaboration with South Africa, particularly in the military and nuclear
fields, and abide scrupulously by the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly and the Security Council,

-1-
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~3. Calls upon aIl Governments and organizations to exert their
influence ~o persuade Israel to desist from such collaboration and abide by
the resolutions of the General Assembly,

( .. ,
t·:

"4. Requests the Special Committee against Apartheid to publicize, as
widely as possible, information on the relations between Israel and South
Africa and especially the Declaration of the International Conference on the
Alliance between South Africa and Israel,

"5. Requests the Secretary-General to render, through the Department of
Public Information and the Centre aqainst Apartheid of the Secretariat, aIl
possible assistance to the Special Committee in disseminatinq information
relatinq te the collaboration between Israel and South Africa,

"6. Further reguests the Special Committee to keep the matter under
constant review and to report to the General Assembly and the Security Council
as appropriate."

9. The present report has been prepared in pursuance of the above-mentioned
resolution.

-2-
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II. MILITARY AND NUCŒAR COLLABORATION

10. The main aspect of Israel's collaboration with South Africa is in the military
and nuclear fields. In a recent study on relations between the two countries,
Mr. James Adams stated that "South Africa's military strateqy has been developed
with the help of Israeli officers. Her armed forces are equipped by Israel and
their counter-insurqency tactics have evolved almost entirely as a result of
lessons learned by the Israelis in their fight aqainst the Palestine Liberation
CirQanization ••• Israel has been used as a conduit to srnuggle arms to South Af:dca,
and relations between both Governments and their arms industries are very
close ••• ". 4/ He added that "nearly aIl the recent developments of ARMSCOR (the
Arms Corporation of South Africa) have been derivatives of Israeli products or
improvements on vintaae material supplied by Western countries before the arms
embargo came into force". ~

Il. Israel, h~ said, ha~ helped South Africa to modernize 150 Centurion tanks as
part of a "steel-for~technology" deal. 21

12. Accordinq to Mr. Adams, Israel was also assistinq South Africa in its nuclear
programme by supplying it wich bath personnel and nuclear technology. Although
South Africa had developed its own nuclear capability, the work in connection with
the 1979 explosion in the South Atlantic reqion was done with the help of Israeli
scientiste and Israeli technolOQY. §/

13. In his study, Mr. Adams also reported that, as a result of agreements
concluded during the visit to South Africa in 1981 of Mr. Ariel Sharon, then
Israeli Minist.er for DfO!fence, South Africa was helping te finance the research and
development required for the construction of the Levi aircraft. The first
prototype was expected to fly by 1985, with production due in 1990. South Africa
would share in the expert earnings from the sale of the Levi and would receive a
supply of the aircraft. 1/

14. Israel has also supplied South Africa with the Shafrir missile. ~

15. It was reported that Megal, a company, owned by the Israeli Aircraft Industry
(lAI) had been sold to a South African investor. The plant, which rnakes electronic
warnina systems and eJectronic fences, exports most of its output. It is situated
near the township of Yehud and employs 60 people. The South African investor
acquired the company in view of the use by South Africa along the Namibian border
of equipment of the kind made by Megal. The South African investor owns a chain of
industrial firms making a variety of products and maintains an extensive
international marketing network. He has bouQht up 75 per cent of the company's
shares, estimated to be worth about $5 million. Megal has not been affected by the
economic crisis and is receivinq a large number of orders, mostly from foreign
countries. Aceording to the terms of the contract, the company will continue to
operate f~om its present plant inside Israel. ~

16. Israel and South Africa were reported to have established an inter-ministerial
committee to work out the terms of a long-term agreement under which South Africa
would be supplied with technology for nuclear armaments. 10/

-3-
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III." ECONOMIC COLL~EORATION 11/

17. The marketinq officer of the South Africa Trade Mission at Tel Aviv announced
that South Africa's exports ta and imports from Israel had risen in 1983 ta a
combined total of appraxlmately R 250 million.

18. South Af~ican exports ta Israel rose from R 64.5 million in 1981 ta
R 153 million in 1982, an increase of 138 per cent, mainly because of a
R 47 million growth in the export of base metals.

19. Imports from Israel remained stable at about R 72 million in 1982, qivinq a
bilateral trade fiqure of R 225 million. Twelve years ago it was only R 10 million.

20. The provisional, non-official figure for South African exports ta Israel
in 1983 was R 170 million, including insurance .and freiqht. Imports from Israel
were put at R 85 million, excludinq insurance and freiqht.

21. Metal and metal products made up more than 50 per cent of South Africa's total
exports ta Israel in 1983.

22. Accordinq to Mr. David Ellman, Chairman of the South Africa-Israel Chamber of
COb~erce, exports of mineraI products increased by more than 200 per cent - almost
R 10 million - ta attain the fi~ure of R 14 million".

23. Shipments of coal ta the new Israeli power station at Radera contributed ta
the biq increase in this cateoory.

24. Mr. Ellman saia that if diamonds (routed throuqh London ta Israel) had been
included, the trade gap would have been considerably wider, as they represent about
R 500 million a year in exports.

25. Other cateoories of exports ta Israel that showed considerable increases wer~

vegetable products, which rose by 585 per cent, fram R 4 million ta R 26 million,
and food and beveraqes, which increased by 175 per cent ta R 6.5 million.

26. Machinery, electrical equipment and parts have become South Africa's larqest
cateoory of imports from Israel, accounting for 35 per cent of total South African
importa from that country. 12/

27. One of the major South African firms in the development of trade with Israel
is the Iron and Steel Corporation of South Africa (ISCOR), which was awarded the
South Africa-Israel Chamber of Commerce Award for exports ta Israel for 1983. The
merits considered in making the award were export volume, perseverance, innovation
and tr.e potential for further exports. In 1973, ISCOR, in co-operation with the
Israeli group, Roor Industries, established Iskoor Steel Services, Ltd., in
Israel. The development of the project took place in two phases. The first was
the establishment of a warehouse in Israel ta which Iskoor could transfer steel in
stand~rd stock sizes for marketin~ there. The second phase entailed the
establishment of a steel service centre with processinq facilities capable of
supplyinq material exactly ta customer requirements. This centre came into
operation in 1978 and has since been extended ta meet an ever-increasinq demande
Future strateqy for the joint venture, accordinq ta ISCOR, is ta become actively
involved with Israeli companies manufacturing items such as steel pipes, furniture,
hollow-ware, containers, household appliances, castinqs andforqinqs. 13/
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Accordinq to reports, South Africa, throuqh its links with Israel, has been able to
export commodities to the markets of the European Economie Cornrnunity (EEC) and the
United States. 14/ Products rnanufactured or assembled in Israel qualify for
preferential dutY treatment when exported to mernbers of EEC. It is possible for
South African manufacturers to e~~rt half-finished gocds to Israel, finish them in
Israel and re-export them to Europe.

28. It was also reported that South Africa, which was already experimenting with
advanced Israeli methods of soil preparation, cornputerized livestock feeding and
field crop equipment, had sent 200 aqricultural experts to Agritech 83, Israel's
irternational agricultural fair, in August 1983. The fair is held every
ho years. 15/

29. In the last twa years, South African investment in Israel reached $15 million
a year. The history of direct South African investrnent in Israel goes back to its
early da~s even before its establishment, when a group of South African investors
established Africa-Israel Investrnents. TOday, with its subsidiary, Bank Leumi, the
company still has South African minority shareholders. Its portfolio includes
substantial property and construction interests, one of Israel's largest insurance
companies (Migdal) and a t.ourist cornplex at Tiberias Hot Springs. DBIC
International was formed in 1981 as a 50/50 venture between Cape Gate Holdings of
South Africa and Discount Investment Corporation, a major Israeli investment
house. In terms of various agreements between the South African and Israel!
régimes, South African cithens rnay invest in certain projects. These now include
industrial projects, touris/,n and hotels, industrial infrastructural developrnents,
commercial centres and community services, film production and the purchase of
shares in exist!ng Israeli companies for the purpose of financing approved
expansion of production capacity. Also permitted is investment in approved new
office and commercial buildings, construction firms, residential apartrnent
projects, oil exploration projects and agricultural projects.

30. Koor Industries, Israel's largest single industrial conqlomerate, has a nurnber
of South African interests, including a share in Sentrachem's Abgro herbicide
factory near East London. Other Israeli involvernents in South Africa include
Iscar Blades, a food and vegetable dehydration venture in which Lanqeberg of South
Africa has joined with Israeli and other investors, and HLS, which produces edible
ails. South Africa' s Gerber Goldschmidt group anel the Israel i Governrnent-owned
Agridev have set up a joint venture called Aqrica~rnel to distribute Israel's
considerable aqricultural expertise in southern Africa. The company undertakes
preliminary aqricultural studies and then provides advisers and manaqers, usually
Israeli, to carry out its recommendations. Agricarmel, which already has a number
of clients in South Africa and various homelands, warks in co-operation with local
Israeli distributors of soil preparation and fieldrow equipment, Diarnond Implements
Carmel (owned by the Diarnond and Isadof families) which markets mixer feeders, and
Orchard Carmel, now beinq established to market packhouse, hedging and toppinq
equipment. 16/

31. The Israeli Governrnent presented.an award to Mr. Tony Factor, a South African,
for his role in prornoting the State of Israel, particularly in regard to tourisme
The award was the first of its kind in Israel. Mr. Factor stated that he had been
able to direct 10,000 tourists to Israel. 111
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IV. SCIENTIFICr SPORTS AND CULTURAL COLLABORATION

32. Collaboration between Israel and South Africa in the scientific field has
increased, with serious military and nuclear implications. South African
researchers receive assistance from Israel, in particular from the Technikon-Israel
Institute of Technoloqy and the Weizmann Institute of SCience. The Chairman of
South Africa's Technikon Institute expressed concern at the cuts in university
budqets in Israel because of their impact on the technolOQical exchange agreements
between the two régimes. 18/

33. Eight senior science students from South African universities were invited by
the Weizmann Institute to work in Israel as vacation assistants. Since 1977, when
the science exchanqe scheme was started, 45 senior students from South Africa have
studied at the Weizmann Institute. 19/

34. The South African Medical Research Council organized a colloquium in
March 1984 for Israeli medical researchers and South African researchers. The
colloquium considered aspects of the distribution and control of infectious
diseases. 20/

35. Mrs. Ruth Dayan, widow of the former Israeli Minister for Defence, visited
South Africa in October 1983 and presented ad vice on rural self-help prOQrammes.
She was the quest of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Information and advised
not only officiaIs of the South African réqime but also business leaders and
representatives of the bantustans on the creation of work opportunities and means
of combatinq unemployment. Mr. R. F. Botha, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Information of South Africa, entertained Mr. Eliyahu Lankin, the Israeli
Arnhassador, and Mrs. nayan in Pretoria.

36. The Reaister of Sports Contacts with South Africa, published by the Special
Committee in March 1984, includes the names of the followinq Israeli athletes who
engaged in sports contacts with South Africa during the last six menths of 19831
(a) gymnasts: Yehoda Bello (for men), and T. Sirak (for women) 1 (b) tennis
players: Doron Hartal, Oded Jakob, M. Lanqman, Shahar Perkiss, S. Rosenberg and
E. Sinai.
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V. COLLABORATION WITH BANTUSTANS

A. Pol itical

37. The Israeli régime is one of the few in the world which rnaintains contacts on
aIl levels with the bantustans. Faced with world-wide criticisrn and condemnation
for its collaboration with the racist réqime of South Africa and the bantustans,
the Israeli régime has issued statements from tirne to tim~ denying such contacts.

38. The Government of Israel announced that it was restricting its contacts with
bantustans. A spokesrnan for the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that
bath "President" Lucas ManQqpe of Bophuthatswana and "President" Lennox Sebe of
Ciskei were travellinQ with South African passports. He claimed that South African
passport holders were freely admitted with no check on them. However, an official
of the so-called independent bantustan of Ciskei confirmed that inhabitants of
Ciskei were travellinQ with Ciskeian passports. 21/

39. Israel has also been involved in aqricultural projects and the development of
a television service in Bophuthats~~~a. Other Israeli involvement in the
bantustans included an offer to build a $27 million teachers' training colleqe in
the bantustan of KaNqwane, due to be declared "independent", and a visit to Israel
earlier this year by the entire 34-member Venda Chamber of Commerce, arranged by
the South African-Israel Chamber of Commerce at Johannesburg. ~/

40. A delegation led by "Prime Minister" Chief GeorQe Matanzima of Transkei
visited Israel in March 1984, accompanied by Mr. Ntutuzeli Lujabe, "Minister for
Foreign Affairs"; Mr. S. A. Qaba, "Minister for Finance"; Mr. R. S. Madikizela,
nMinister for Commerce, Industry and Tourisrn", and Major-General Martin Nqceba,
nCommissioner of the Transkei Civil Defence Force". Chief Matanzima said that, as
a result of the visit, rna~y Israeli industrialists had decided to invest large sums
of money in the construction of industries in Transkei. 23/

E. Military

41. Collaboration with the bantustans in military and police affairs is alarminq
because the racist réqime of South Africa has utilized the bantustans as tools of
oppression and suppression aqainst the people oZ South Africa.

42. It was reported that BriQadiex-General Ran Renen, former Israeli fighter pilot
and Commander of the Israeli pilots' school, was in charQe of the planning and
establishment of a pilots' school in Bophuthatswana. This scheme resulted from
discussions held with "President" ManQope of Bophuthatswana and his "Defence
Minister" durinq their visit to Israel in 1983. 24/

43. Durinq the visit of "President" Sebe of Ciskei to Israel in 1983, Israel also
concluded an agreerr~nt with Ciskei to provide assistance in the establishment of a
Ciskei intelligence network and air force. The discussions also included talks on
arms sales. 16/

44. The Israeli Arnbassador to Pretoria acknowledged that there were a nurnber of
Israeli firms operating in the bantustans. When asked about the training of
20 pilots from Ciskei and the appointment of official bantu~tan representatives in
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Israel, he replied that the pilots were holders of South African passports and had
attended a priv~te flying school to obtain their civilian licences. 251

45. Mr. V. G. Ntshinaa, "Deputy Defence Minister" of Ciskei, said in
September 1983 that Ciskei was buyin~ "about six" new aircraft fram Israel. He
said Israeli instructors would run "phase one" of the traininq prOQramme in which
selected pilots would he sent to Israel as weIl. He also said that the aircraft
were new Mooney liqht planes manufactured in the United States, which would
supplement the present British-built Islander aircraft, two Skyvans and an
executive jet and military helicopter owned by Ciskei. Mr. Ntshinga1s announcement
was yet another official confirmation of Israeli involvement with the defence
forces in the bantustans. Ciskei was also reported to he neqotiatinq with Israel
for the secondrnent of doctors and military staff. In addition, it was announced
that a contract has been signed with an Israeli company for the construction of a
ho~ital in the Hewu district. ~

c. Economie

46. During the visit of "President" Mangope of Bophuthatswana to Israel, a
contract for the construction of housing was siqned. Mr. Manqope1s visit
emphasized the increasing links between Israel and the bantustans. There had been
earlier ties, including the opening of a Ciskei trade mission at Tel Aviv at the
end of 1982 and t~e sale of an Israeli helicopter and a personal jet for
"President" Sebe of Ciskei. During a visit to Israel in 1982,
Lt. Gen. Charles Sebe, the brother of "President" Sebe, addressed a seminar of
security experts and was photOQraphed with Major Saad Haddad.

47. It was reported that a number of Israel! industrialists had applied for
permission to join countrymen such as Mr. Yoram Aridor, former Minister for
Finance, in runninq factories in Ciskei.

48. Israeli interests in Ciskei are reported to include the followinq:

(a) Construction of two hospitals, at a combined cost of more than
R 32 million,

(b) Aviation contracts which appear to include supplying aircraft and
training pilots, at a total cost of R 6 million,

(c) COnstruction of factories for five approved industries,

(d) Provision of agricultural training and expertise,

(e) Supply of computer systems, worth about R 1 million, for educational
purposes.

One of the deals concerns an offer of six "unsuitable" aircraft to Ciskei and
anothe~ the sale of an executive Westwind 23 jet to Ciskei, for about R 2 million
in 1983. The jet was used a few times from East London, as there was no place for
it to land in Ciskei, and it was eventually solde Ciskei maintains that the
aircraft was bouQht for only R 800,000. Arrangements havè also been made for
training 15 pilots fram Ciskei et a commercial firm in Israel at a cost of
R 5 million. The Ciskei People's Development Bank, which handles industrial
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development, refused to disclose Israeli investments. It
that five Israeli factories had been approved for Ciskei:
factory, a textile factorYI a factory for the manufacture
factorYJ anô a factory for the production of vaccine. ~

49. Many Israeli businessmen, reportedly including prominent Likud members of
Parliament and a former ~inister for Finance, are trying hard to make money out of
the bantustans, especially Ciskei. Israel's Ambassador in Pretoria,
Mr. Eliyahu Lankin, was quoted in an Israeli paper as describing the business
activities of former Finance Minister Yoram Aridor in Ciskei as "a massive
scandal". Mr. Aridor was reported to have invested sorne R 3 million in a factory
in Ciskei and to have visited there at the beginning of 1984. Dozens of other 1
Israeli businessmen have travelled the same route recently. It is not just a .
matter of selling Israeli products but af large-scale Israeli investments in Ciskei
and the other bantustans. Mr. Mattie Lipshitz, an Israeli building contractor, "
received a contract to build an international airport in Ciskei. Israeli 1
corporations are heavily involved in building roads and earth-moving projects. ~.
Sorne of those deeply involved in business with Ciskei, other bantustans and with t
South Africa itself appear to be former military officers or government officials 1
who made their initial contacts while in uniform or in public service. ;
~r. David Kimche was quoted as saying that Brigadier-General Ephram Poran, former
military adviser to the Prime Minister, and another former officer of the Israel
Defence Force were now living in South Africa. Former Deputy Foreign Minister
~ehuda Ben Meir told a newsman that one of the Israeli "lobbyists" for the
bantustans had tried to manoeuvre him into "bumping into" a visiting dignitary fram
Ciskei at a Tel Aviv hotel. Mr. Ben Meir said he had refused. "President" Sebe of
Ciskei attended a tourism event organized by Israel under the aegis of Tel Aviv and
received an official welcome. Mr. Sebe was also feted by the Ministry of T~'Jrism

and had his picture taken with another Israeli minister. 111

50. Mr. Ilan Sharon, an Israeli serving as a special adviser for Bophuthatswana,
said that many Israeli architects had signed long-term contracts for large building
projects in Bophuthatswana. Mr. Israel Godowitz, an Israeli architect, was
constructing a stadium involving an $18 million investment, Mt. Sharon said, while
another Israeli architect was involved in a $4 million project for two cultural
cent.res. A large Israeli company was reported to have tinalized a deal to build a
plant for the manufacture of sports shoes. ~

D. Cultural

51. Ciskei also participated in the International Tourism Exhibition held at
Tel Aviv in November 1983. It was reported that Ciskei had the largest
representation at the exhibition. More than 40 dancers and officials from the
bantustan participated in the event.
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VI. ISRAELI ASSISTANCE TO THE APARTHEID REGIME IN ITS
CONTROL OVER NAMIBIA

52. Israel!s also assisting the apartheid réqime in its control over Namibia.
Mr. Eliyahu Lankin, the Israeli Ambassador to South Africa, sugqested that
"South-West Africa" should send a team of experts to his country to investiqate in
which areas Israel could be of help to the territory. The necessary aid could then
he neaotiated. Mr. tankin was interviewed at Windhoek at the end of a visit to
Namibia at the request of the Jewish community there.
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55. The Special Committee recommends that the United Nations should intensify
efforts to publicize the collaboration between Israel and South Africa, and take
aIl appropriate action under the Charter of the United Nations to end such
collaboration.

54. The Special Committee expresses its serious reqret.at the unwillingness of
certain Western States to recognize the dangers of the collusion between Israel and
South Africa and the encouragement they extend to Israel to continue in its
defiance of the United Nations. The Special Cornrndttee urges the international
community to act in order to persuade Is~ael to disengage from its collaboration
with the racist régime in South Africa.

CONCLUSIONVII.

53. Despi te the denials of the Government of Israel, it continues to collaborate
with the racist régime of South Africa as weIl as the bantustans, particularly in
the military and nuclear fields. The Special Committee against Apartheid has drawn
the attention of the international community to the serious consequences of such
collaboration for peace and security in southern Africa and for international peace
and security.
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~/ A/AC.115/L.6l5.

11 A/39/450-S/l6726, annex. 1

10/ United Press International, in a dispatch from Moscow dated 4 April 1984.

~ Ha'aretz (Tel Aviv), 8 January 1984.

!f Strategy and Defence (Dublin), June-July 1984.

11/ The information contained in paragraphs 17 to 25 is taken from The Argus
(Capë1'own), 7 March 1984.

1
~ .

1
1

(London, Quarter Books, 1984), ppœ 29-71.Adams, James, Unnatural Alliance

~., p. 111.

.!M.2. , p. 195.

~., p. 120.

y

§/

§/

Y

12/ The Star (Johannesburg), 30 March 1984.

13/ The Citizen (Johannesburg), 25 January 1984.

1!1 See also Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh
Session, Supplement No. 22A (A/37/22/Add.l and 2), document A/37/22/Add.l, para. 15.

-11-
(

l



-12-

Notes (continued)
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