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Summary

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) held a Regional Meeting on
Environment Statistics and Accounts and Evaluation of the Environment Statistics, Indicators and
Accounts Project (ESIAP) at United Nations House, Beirut, from 7 to 9 April 2010. The meeting, which
was held in coordination with the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) and the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), was organized to discuss the progress
made in environment and water accounts in the ESCWA region and to delineate the way forward. It was
attended by 43 participants, representing ESCWA member countries, Austria, Mexico, MEDSTAT (the
regional statistical cooperation programme between the European Union and 10 Mediterranean partner
countries), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Islamic Development Bank and
the League of Arab States.

Discussions focused on regional and international activities in environment statistics, indicators
and accounts; the outcome of project activities; and the problems faced in developing environment
statistics and water accounts in the ESCWA region. Participants addressed the issues in two working
groups and discussed the ways in which further development of a comprehensive, sustainable,
nationally-coordinated and relevant programme of environment statistics and accounts could be
achieved in order to assist policymakers in the region.

A five-stage short- and long-term workplan for developing environment and water accounts was
proposed, including specific time frames, as well as recommendations for the funding and coordination
of the workplan both within and between ESCWA member countries and with other organizations.
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Introduction

1. The Statistics Division of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), in
coordination with the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the United
Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), held a Regional Meeting on Environment Statistics and Accounts and
Evaluation of the Environment Statistics, Indicators and Accounts Project (ESIAP) at United Nations House,
Beirut, from 7 to 9 April 2010. The meeting was attended by 43 participants (34 men and nine women) from
national statistical offices (NSOs) and the ministries of environment and water in 13 ESCWA member
countries, experts from Austria, Mexico, the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), the League of Arab States,
ECLAC, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and UNSD.

2. Experts discussed a number of topics related to the status of environment statistics and accounts in the
ESCWA region and the progress on implementation of the ESIAP project. The experts from Austria,
ECLAC and Mexico shared their experience in Austria, Turkey, the Latin America and the Caribbean region,
and Mexico. Country representatives and experts agreed on the importance of creating a strategy and
framework for developing a comprehensive environment statistics and accounts programme that is
sustainable, nationally-coordinated and relevant to policymakers.

I. RECOMMENDATIONS

3. A set of recommendations for improving environment statistics and accounts was proposed through a
workplan to help courtries in the ESCWA region to implement and improve the status of environment
statistics and accounts. These recommendations are divided into five phases, supplemented by a funding
section. The workplan and time frame are set out in detail in annex I and may be summarized as follows:

Phase 1: Institutionalize and coordinate natjonal statistical information on environment and water for
integrated resource management and evidence-based environmental policy. Establish or activate a
national working team that includes representatives from the national statistical office, ministries of
environment and water, and any other relevant sectors. The task of this team is to coordinate and
follow up on environmental indicators and accounts according to national priorities, following a
pre-agreed institutional order and a documented mode of operation that should focus on the role of
national statistical offices.

Phase 2: In close consultation with NSOs and relevant stakeholders, develop a strategy for
environment and water statistics, indicators and accounts, supported by legislation.

Phase 3: Develop water accounts in accordance with the System of Environmental and Economic
Accounting for Water (SEEAW) framework in parallel with the Strategy for Environment and Water
Statistics and the National Information System for Environment and Water Statistics.

Phase 4: Support and training.

Phase 5: Dissemination and exchange of experience.

Funding: The groups discussed possible ways of funding such a programme with technical assistance
from the IDB.

. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

4, In accordance with the adopted agenda, the meeting was divided into five sessions, focusing on the
following topics:



(a) International and regional activities in environment statistics, indicators and accounts;
(b) Reports on the activities of ESIAP between September 2007 and June 2010;

(c) International examples of environment statistics, indicators and accounts;

(d) Breakout session;

(¢) Plenary session.

5. The presentations and documents related to the meeting are available at: http://www.escwa.un.org.

A. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS,
INDICATORS AND ACCOUNTS

6.  The session was chaired by Mr. Mehdi El-Alak, Director General of the Iraqi Central Organization for
Statistics and Information Technology. It started with an overview of the coordination between ESCWA,
UNSD, MEDSTAT — Plan Bleu (the regional statistical co-operation programme between the European
Union and 10 Mediterranean partner countries), the League of Arab States, ECLAC and UNEP on
environment statistics, indicators and accounts. A representative of ESCWA emphasized the importance of
integrating environment and economy statistics and linking such information through the System of
Integrated Environmental Economic Accounting (SEEA) for the ESCWA countries. She also stated that the
coordination of activities between international and regional organizations in this sphere had resulted in a
more efficient implementation of the project activities and outlined the results achieved.

7. The UNSD representative presented an overview of SEEA, including the revision process due in 2012.
He then defined the relationship between data items and frameworks, the International Recommendations for
Water Statistics (IRWS) and SEEAW, and concluded with a brief description of the information system for
water, focusing on the countries which are currently working on water accounts.

8. The MEDSTAT — Plan Bleu representative briefly discussed the purpose, mission and activities of
Plan Bleu in the Mediterranean region and explained the Euro-Mediterranean Information System on Know-
how in the Water Sector (EMWIS), its core functions and outputs. She set out the results of Plan Bleu
activities in the region and its strategy for the future, and highlighted the importance of each institution
creating its own strategic plan, objectives and indicators at the national level. These plans will be
incorporated into the follow-up of the MEDSTAT project by the European Environment Agency.

9.  The UNEP representative gave a presentation on environmental information networking in the Arab
region, during which he cited examples of frameworks in Africa (the Africa Environment Information
Network) and Arab countries (Kuwait and Jordan) and highlighted the lessons learned in the process of
developing these networks. He concluded by emphasizing the importance of publishing the Environment
Outlook for the Arab Region, despite the difficulties and challenges posed by its preparation.

10. The representative of Saudi Arabia asked about the problems faced by countries when using
information networks and the possibility of coordinating with Plan Bleu countries to benefit from their
technical and capacity-building expertise in this area. The representative of Palestine enquired first about the
nature of accounts other than water accounts and secondly about the status of waste accounts, in particular
why they are not used in ESCWA member countries. He also requested clarification on the outputs of water
accounts, the methodologies used and the beneficiaries of the environment information network. The
representative of Bahrain posed a question about the updated standards (the reclassification of assets in the
System of National Accounts (2008 SNA), ISIC Revision 4) and whether they are taken into account in
drafting new revisions.

11. The representative of ESCWA stressed the fact that member countries should be willing to work on
environmental accounts and thus benefit from such capacity-building activities as advisory missions, study
visits and methodological documents, tailored to the specificities of each country. In response to the
enquiries made by the representative of Palestine, ESCWA indicated that all related institutions (including
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ministries of water and environment, and national statistical offices) should be partners in the environment
information network. Water accounts are a vital component of integrated water management in the region
and are therefore considered a priority; the absence of waste accounts is primarily the result of a paucity of
data on waste.

12. The UNSD representative confirmed that UNSD takes updated standards into account when drafting
new revisions. He highlighted the importance of effective cooperation in environment statistics, making
optimal use of the data sources available, including documentation on environmental accounting on the
Internet, and underlined the need to focus on other environmental accounts. In the same context, the
MEDSTAT - Plan Bleu representative clarified that since 2009, environment statistics have fallen under the
mandate of the European Environment Agency. She also expressed the concen of Jordan regarding
coordination with EMWIS on data processing and sharing, and highlighted the extensive coordination
between MEDSTAT - Plan Bleu, regional organizations and national authorities, in addition to its new
strategy of coordination with countries that are not part of Plan Bleu. She explained Plan Bleu’s new waste
management accounts activities, its efforts to create a water information system, and related activities based
on national priorities and needs. She concluded her presentation by explaining that while Plan Bleu has
completed some mapping, MEDSTAT still lacks geographic information system maps.

13. The UNEP representative emphasized the role of the public in empowering the information network
and stressed the difficulties of creating a network arising from a lack of collaboration and the unavailability
of data. He pinpointed the importance of sharing information that is beneficial to all parties, the coherence of
the network structure, problems related to lack of data and information on environment and water policies,
and the absence of standards for data sharing and sourcing. He also highlighted the importance of the
environment information network and its benefits for institutions on the national and international levels. The
representative of Austria explained the difference in priorities between Europe and ESCWA member
countries. In Europe, efforts are placed on material flow accounts systems, and environmental protection
expenditure and emissions accounts, and on developing legislation on environmental accounting. The
Jordanian representative concluded the discussion session by pointing out that Jordan implemented a law in
2008 which mandates all parties to share data and information.

14.  The representative of the League of Arab States underlined the importance of an Arab environmental
information network and highlighted the efforts made by the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the
Environment to create such a network. He also discussed the Sustainable Development Initiative for the Arab
Region, adopted in 2004 by the League of Arab States, which is Jointly coordinated by ESCWA and the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). He concluded his presentation by outlining the activities
of the Arab Working Group on Environment and Sustainable Development Indicators and the
recommendations of the first meeting of this working group (Cairo, 15-17 March 2010) in cooperation with
ESCWA and UNEP.

15. The UNSD representative presented the Framework for the Development of Environment Statistics
(FDES), the revision and its guiding principles, core set of environment statistics, modalities and timetable,
along with the decisions of the forty-first session of the United Nations Statistical Commission (New York,
23-26 February 2010). He introduced the UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment Statistics, setting out
details of its content, 2010 data collection and dissemination process, and its consistency with other regional
and international questionnaires. He concluded by highlighting international efforts to harmonize
environment data worldwide, featuring Internet-disseminated UNSD data.

16.  The representative of ESCWA clarified that the preparation of methodologies for environment and
sustainable development indicators are at the final stage and that UNEP, ESCWA and the League of Arab
States are working together to finalize them. The League of Arab States representative assured participants
that the first draft will soon be ready for release.



17.  The representative of Yemen initiated a discussion about the problems of data sharing and the issue of
putting a price on data, arguing that the insignificant levels of cooperation between institutions result from a
number of problems faced during data collection and noting that several authorities charge fees for data
sharing. The representative of Jordan said that all data related to development, planning and building
strategies should be available to the public free of charge. In addition, he proposed that the private sector be
engaged to collect such data. The UNSD representative stressed the first fundamental principle of official
statistics, which is that official statistics should be compiled and made available to the public free of charge.

18. The representative of Palestine enquired about countries which have already implemented the
Sustainable Development Indicators (SDI) and the representative of Jordan requested methodologies to
estimate missing data in the tables and to identify sources of information for the ecosystem approach. The
representative of the League of Arab States said that while countries are not yet mandated to apply the SDI,
Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Tunisia are already implementing them on a
voluntary basis and efforts are underway for their application in other Arab countries. The representative of
ESCWA responded by noting that a number of countries face difficulties in following the various
methodologies and frameworks for environment accounting developed by international organizations, and
explained that the FDES and SDI are being reviewed, and suggested that SDI should be categorized
according to how difficult they are to calculate.

19. The representative of Saudi Arabia enquired about the Arabic translation of the environment and
sustainable development indicators, highlighting the large number of indicators involved and asking whether
it would be possible to use a summary version of the SDI list. The UNEP representative responded that
UNEP is mandated to set the basis for environment-related SDI strategy (methodological sheets), which has
already been implemented, while socio-economic indicators fall within the mandate of ESCWA. In response
to a question regarding the assistance available to countries in implementing the SDI list, he indicated that
assistance has been provided to Qatar and Saudi Arabia to develop their national SDI sets.

20. ESCWA stressed the need for national teams to identify the list of indicators of priority at the national
level and collect all related data. The UNSD representative confirmed that the 2010 questionnaire on
environment statistics had been sent to all member countries. The representative from ECLAC highlighted
the similarities between the Latin America and the Caribbean region and the ESCWA region regarding the
problem of institutionalization; spoke about the problems of consistency between UNSD and UNEP in
certain indicators, which require clarification by proper metadata (documentation and methodologies); and
compared Millennium Development Goal 7, SDI and core indicators from national sources with those from
regional and international sources. The Director General of the Iraqi Central Organization for Statistics and
Information Technology drew the attention of participants to the slow rate of progress in the implementation
of international standards in the region (1993 SNA) and suggested that ESCWA should belp to expedite the
process.

B. REPORTS ON THE ACTIVITIES OF ESIAP (SEPTEMBER 2007 - JUNE 2010)

21. The second session was chaired by Mr. Mohammad Al-Momani from the Ministry of Water and
Irrigation in Jordan. In the session, a representative of ESCWA presented an update on the outcome of
various meetings on ESIAP project activities which had taken place between 2007 and 2010, as well as
missions and study tours offered to ESCWA member countries to strengthen their capacity in environment
statistics and accounts. Having provided an overview of publications and documents related to the project,
including expected accomplishments and indicators of achievement, she highlighted the media coverage
received for project activities before concluding her presentation by setting out details of the independent
final evaluation of the project.

22.  The representative of Jordan said that Jordan has had a national water plan since 1976; the Jordanian
Department of Statistics provides related information regarding the water budget and balance. The




representative of Egypt also outlined the availability of data on water quality and the long term national plan
for water resources between now and 2025.

23.  The MEDSTAT - Plan Bleu representative encouraged countries to strengthen and improve the
quality of environmental data. The representative of Yemen suggested that environmental accounting should
be discussed by the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment and that awareness should
be raised through the media.

24.  The presentation given by the representative from ECLAC centred on the situation in the Latin
America and Caribbean region and the need for a strong environmental profile and environmental concerns
in the region. She detailed project conditions, activities and achievements on environment statistics in the
ECLAC region and assessed the progress made between 2008 and 2010 towards the end of the project.
Having highlighted the insufficiency of funding to meet the increasing number of requests from member
countries for the development of statistical capacity, she set out the challenges faced by the region before
concluding with a presentation on the future plans in this domain for Latin America and the Caribbean.

25.  The ESCWA representative presented the Docubase' and the network of experts related to the project.
A brief presentation was also made on the ESCWA Statistical Information System (ESIS), with its desktop
application and web portal, focusing in particular on the modules related to water and environment.

26.  The ESCWA representative proposed that the work of inter-agency working groups should be fully
documented, with NSOs serving as coordinators at the country level, their primary task being to set a
strategy for the implementation of environment accounts and SDI. Like Latin America and the Caribbean,
ESCWA has intergovernmental bodies that are concerned with environment statistics and policies (including
the ESCWA Statistical Committee and the League of Arab States), but lacks a regional statistical conference
(such as the Conference of the Americas). The absence of a full report on Millennium Development Goal 7
was due to the lack of availability of data in member countries.

27.  The representative of Saudi Arabia asked about the revision of the Arabic translation of the SDI
methodologies, suggesting that the simplified Arabic version which Saudi Arabia has already produced as
part of its exercise in compiling national SDI could be used. The representative of Jordan mentioned the
coordination meetings which are taking place between Arab countries to create a regional strategy for water
resources for submission to the League of Arab States. He also emphasized the lack of coordination between
international programmes in which the impact of water on health and life is significant, relating such impact
to climate change and noting that the issue is included in the medium-term strategy of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for 2008-2013. In response to an enquiry from the
representative of Jordan regarding climate change programmes in Latin America and the Caribbean, the
representative of ECLAC indicated that the regional commission has created a special unit for climate
change studies and assessment, and that while the Statistics Division provides official statistics on climate
change, the climate change unit uses valuation and modelling to assess the economic impact of climate
change.

28.  The representative of Kuwait enquired as to the availability of case studies from Arab countries on the
compilation of environmental indicators, assessment of the importance and relevance of such indicators, and
the gathering of statistics in order to build accounts. The representative of Oman asked where responsibility
for decision-making on SEEA priorities lies, to which the representative from ECLAC responded by noting
that a number of distinct methodological processes are available on the development of environment
statistics using simple methodologies. UNSD and ESCWA clarified that while international and regional
organizations may offer guidance to countries on such matters, it is for each country to set its own priorities
so that decisions are made at the national level.

! The Docubase can be found at: http://esiap. escwa.org.lb/docubase/?id+14.



29. ESCWA asked the representative of the IDB about the assistance and funds which it is able to offer,
both by country and by region. The ISDB representative said the bank provides grants, loans, and
scholarships, and that project proposals are welcomed from any country, group of countries or region;
furthermore, he actively encouraged countries to submit proposals, since ISDB encourages statistical
capacity in matters in which environment is a cross-cutting issue. He asked ECLAC about its decision to
publish environment indicators and environment statistics in two separate publications. The ECLAC
representative clarified that ECLAC uses national data from country publications to publish separate and
specific indicators and not their entire statistical databases. The representative of Jordan asked about the use
of environmentally-adjusted gross domestic product (GDP), to which ECLAC responded that Mexico is the
only country in its region to use the adjusted GDP. The representative of Jordan stressed that the components
of the environmental accounting framework should include assets accounts, environmental protection
expenditure and material flow accounts.

30. The representative of Oman inquired as to the availability of a training kit on the ESCWA Statistical
Information System (ESIS). The ESCWA representative confirmed that a kit is available and that training on
the database will be provided to member countries upon request.

C. INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES OF ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS, INDICATORS AND ACCOUNTS

31. The session was chaired by Mr. Zahran Khaleef, Director of Environmental Statistics at the Palestinian
Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS). The UNSD representative gave a presentation on the key issues of
SEEAW implementation and the way forward, which includes promotion of the system; training; the
network of experts; and international data availability, collection and quality. He also provided a global
assessment of water statistics and water accounts, identified the key findings and lessons learned from that
assessment, and presented the outcomes of the Fifth World Water Forum (Istanbul, 16-22 March 2009).

32. Participants discussed the SEEAW implementation strategy at both the ESCWA regional level and the
global level. The base for the strategy is the Framework for Environmental Economic Accounting in the
ESCWA Region, published in 2009,” which stressed the promotion and institutionalization of environment
statistics, indicators and accounts, filled data gaps and created a policy on data dissemination.

33. The representative of Mexico presented the country’s experience with the National Water Information
System (NWIS). He set the backdrop to his presentation by explaining the importance of water to the
country, then explained the components, benefits and outcomes of the NWIS, the stock-flow model adopted
and the hybrid tables, before setting out with the way forward for the Mexican National Water Commission
(CONAGUA).

34. The following presentation included case studies on Austria and Turkey. The representative of Austria
briefly described the problems encountered by Turkey in creating the accounts tables linking data from
environment statistics to the International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities
(ISIC) and the steps which the country must take in order to develop the remainder of the accounts table. He
then turned his attention to Austria, focusing on new policy questions, the indicators adopted and the
challenges facing the country in terms of water accounting.

35. The representative of Saudi Arabia asked about implementing water accounts within the sustainable
development concept and the representative of Egypt discussed SNA capacity-building, noting that certain
indicators conflict. The representative of Jordan responded that since one of the components of environment
accounts is macro economy, several sustainable development indicators can be derived from the system. The
representative of Iraq stressed that ESCWA member countries should work to improve environment
accounts, and since NSOs should be the primary statistical reference, national institutions should coordinate
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with their NSO. The representative of Yemen suggested that universities should be involved in promoting
environmental principles.

36. The representative of ESCWA commented on the availability of accounts tables and the difficulty of
completing them in a single phase. Member countries could also benefit from the experience of countries
such as Bahrain, Jordan and Oman, which have already developed partial or full water accounts. She
concluded by stressing once again the importance of the accounts tables to policy makers.

37.  The representative from the Central Agency for Public Mobilisation and Statistics in Egypt began his
presentation with an outline of the water information system in Egypt and the water-related challenges facing
the Arab region. He set out details of the water resources available in the coun , water usage, and flow
charts for surface water and groundwater use, and presented the SEEAW standard tables for Egypt. He then
tackled the issue of water quality in the country, the institutional measures undertaken to empower the water
sector and manage it more effectively, and the difficulties faced in implementing water accounts and
statistics, before concluding by setting out the future framework for the country, including a set of
recommendations for national and regional cooperation to facilitate its implementation. The representative of
Jordan presented a country paper on the purpose of environment statistics in the country, sources of data,
inter-institutional coordination and a number of cross-sector indicators. The paper also focused on the
implementation status of environment and water accounts; dealt with difficulties, data gaps and data
dissemination; and made a number of recommendations.

38. The representative from the Environment Public Authority in Kuwait shared its experience and
priorities in estimating air emissions, given the significant levels of air pollution in the country. She
highlighted the partnership between the Authority and Kuwait Oil Company for the monitoring and
gathering of data related to air emissions, and set out its future plans. The representative of the Central
Administration of Statistics in Lebanon presented a country paper featuring its experience with water
accounts, ideas to improve water indicators and proposed future national priorities for water. The
representative of the Ministry of Environment in Lebanon outlined its experience in environment statistics
and accounts, including an improved list of country indicators. He highlighted limitations and data gaps in
SEEAW, and proposed a number of recommendations for its implementation. The presentation by the
representative from the PCBS focused on the importance and principal activities of the environment statistics
section. He explained the methodology for data gathering and dissemination, commented on the quality of
available data, highlighted activities related to environment accounts and the limitations encountered in this
area, and suggested a number of improvements which would lead to more effective implementation.

39.  The representative of Yemen identified the environment statistics and indicators which can feed into
environment and water accounts, outlined sources of inter-institutional information and cooperation,
pinpointed a number of commonly-faced difficulties, including gaps in data availability, and concluded with
a set of recommendations. The representative of Iraq shared the country’s experience in water accounts. He
provided examples of water accounts tables, set out the status of environment statistics and indicators, and
highlighted the importance of coordination between such water-related institutions as the Special Committee
for Environment Statistics. He noted that a number of difficulties, including data gaps, are complicating the
process of filling the accounts tables, and offered a set of recommendations for improved implementation of
SEEAW and other accounts in Iraq.

40.  Following the country presentations, the floor was opened for discussion. The ESCWA representative
stressed the problems faced by countries in the implementation of international standards; certain member
countries have already adopted ISIC Revision 4, while others are still using Revision 3. She also emphasized
the importance of coordination at the national level; the maintenance of reliable administrative records; and
collaboration with academics and researchers for the mutually-beneficial sharing of knowledge. She noted
that ESCWA provides technical assistance for member countries, and that while the Commission is unable to
fund surveys, several other United Nations agencies can help in this area.



41. Other topics discussed included the following: (a) the varying levels of advancement in statistics in
member countries; (b) a permanent technical committee for water accounts, with members drawn from
member countries and ESCWA; (c) simplification of the accounts tables; (d) dividing the tables into three
levels (basic, intermediate and advanced), with time limits for completing the tables; and (e) improving the
monitoring system.

42. ESCWA proposed supporting member countries through technical assistance, while the UNSD
representative indicated that ongoing help would be available for countries in need, although it would be
dependent on funding. The discussion session concluded with the announcement that UNSD will be
appointing a regional advisor to assist ESCWA member countries who request assistance, whether
individually or in groups.

D. BREAKOUT SESSION

43. The fourth session was organized in two groups. Before the groups met, the ESCWA representative
made a short presentation on the workplan for environment statistics and accounts for the ESCWA region,
divided into five steps to facilitate its implementation, and suggested a number of possible donors. The
UNSD representative clarified that UNSD is available to support ESCWA member countries in capacity-
building, training courses and workshops. The ECLAC representative contrasted this with the workplan for
the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, in which limited resources are available and countries are
required to seek funding with technical assistance from ECLAC. The representative of Mexico encouraged
member countries to work towards improving their water accounts in order to support decision makers at all
levels.

44. Participants then convened in two groups, group A comprising the representatives of Iraq, Kuwait,
Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen; and group B the representatives of
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman and the Syrian Arab Republic. The groups discussed the workplan
for environment statistics, indicators and accounts at the national level, and sought to identify the steps,
processes and stakeholders necessary to strengthen those statistics with the help of regional and international
organizations.

E. PLENARY SESSION

45. The final session was chaired by Mr. Abdel Aziz Bahgat, General Manager of Environmental
Statistics at the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics in Egypt. The session focused on the
working group discussions and their recommendations for the plan to develop an environment information
system.

46. Group B suggested furthering progress towards the establishment of a national working group before
starting to develop a strategy for environment statistics and accounts. It proposed that technical support be
provided after environment indicators and pilot water accounts have been set. Other suggestions focused on
the inclusion of environment information in the school curriculum,; the creation of a technical working group
(with assistance from ESCWA) to provide support on technical matters; the adoption of ISIC Revision 4 by
all ESCWA member countries; the improvement of accounts tables through the use of software linking them
to statistical databases; and the organization of training sessions on SEEAW in conjunction with the Arab
Institute for Training and Research in Statistics (AITRS) in Jordan with a view to disseminating knowledge
of the subject as broadly as possible.

47. The discussions in group A were broadly similar to those of group B. In addition, group A suggested
that ESCWA should first draft the strategy for environment statistics and accounts at the regional level,
following which member countries will each constitute a steering committee to discuss, edit and adopt the
strategy at the national level. Country representatives also discussed the national environment statistics
workplan in Yemen.
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48.  In closing the meeting, ESCWA encouraged member countries to fill the SEEAW tables for which
data are available and which are consequently simple to complete, while leaving the completion of more
complex tables till a later stage. The UNSD representative assured member country representatives that
UNSD takes into consideration all requests and comments from countries, and encouraged countries to group
together to submit combined proposals for assistance. The ECLAC representative suggested classifying data
gaps in three groups: (a) data that can be easily calculated and aggregated; (b) existing data that is hidden in
administrative surveys and questionnaires; and (c) data that is either not produced or not available and which
requires the preparation of specialized surveys and questionnaires. The UNEP representative suggested that
proposals for the definition of environmental priorities at the national level and finalization of the guidelines
for environment indicators and SDI should be sent to United Nations country teams. UNEP would then
distribute the Arabic version and countries submit their comments on it. He also indicated that UNEP would
be interested in working on environment accounts with ESCWA and UNSD, and proposed that funding
should be sought from the United Nations Development Assistance Framework.

49.  Expressing her appreciation of the meeting and the opportunity that it provided for the sharing of
experience, the MEDSTAT — Plan Bleu representative highlighted the water strategy for the Mediterranean
area that is shortly due to be adopted, the progress made to date, and the energy that is required and available
for the journey ahead. The representative of Mexico turned the focus once again to the issue of data accuracy
and availability, highlighting the importance of providing data to assist policymakers, even if the precision of
such data is less than optimal. Turning his attention to water accounts tables, he encouraged countries to
provide approximate figures to policymakers as an initial step and then to work on improving the quality of
the data supplied. In conclusion, Mr. Juraj Riecan, Director of the Statistics Division at ESCWA, underlined
the importance of information to policymakers, arguing that sustained achievements are needed in this field,
and encouraging all member countries to continue their hard work, not only during, but also between formal
meetings.

I1II. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING
A. DATE AND VENUE

50.  The Regional Meeting on Environment Statistics and Accounts and Evaluation of the Environment
Statistics, Indicators and Accounts Project (ESIAP) was held at United Nations House, Beirut, from 7 to 9
April 2010.

B. OPENING OF THE MEETING

51. Ms. Wafa Aboul Hosn, Senior Statistician in the Statistics Division at ESCWA and manager of the
ESIAP project, opened the meeting by welcoming participants, speakers and representatives of regional and
international organizations to the meeting.

52. Ms. Maral Tutelian, Director of the Lebanese Central Administration of Statistics, welcomed
participants to the meeting. She stressed the importance of environment statistics in the path towards
achieving the Millennium Development Goals; the role of ministries in supplying data to NSOs; the need for
collaboration between producers of data, the importance of respecting country specificities and the need to
introduce a list of comparable indicators at the regional level. She recommended the formation of cross-
institution working groups; the discussion of priorities and methodologies of cooperation between
statisticians and experts; further work on statistical definitions; the creation of a framework for environment
statistics; assistance in solving difficulties with environment statistics; and emphasized once again the
importance of SEEA tables and official data sources. She concluded by encouraging activities to help
member countries to strengthen their capacity in this regard, including the development of a timeframe and
the creation of a steering committee with members drawn from NSOs and the ministries of environment and
water.
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53.  Ms. Rayén Quiroga, ECLAC Regional Advisor on Environment Statistics, highlighted the problems
and challenges faced by ECLAC in its implementation of ESIAP, which are similar to those faced by
ESCWA. She stressed the importance of national coordination, international coordination, and coordination
between United Nations organizations. She hoped to share the experience of ECLAC member countries with
ESCWA member countries and identify lessons learned from the ESIAP implementation process. Mr.
Jeremy Webb, representing UNSD, greeted the participants on behalf of the Director of UNSD and thanked
ESCWA for organizing the meeting. He explained that the role of UNSD is not only to set standards and
norms, but also to share experience in order to find solutions. He underlined the increasingly important role
played by environment statistics globally, and in the ESCWA and ECLAC regions in particular, and stressed
the importance of the revision of environmental economic accounts and the work on harmonizing indicators.

54.  Mr. Juraj Riecan, Director of the Statistics Division at ESCWA, emphasized the importance of SEEA
and environment data for policymakers in terms of shedding light on the negative effects of human activity
on the environment. Stressing the particular value of water in the ESCWA region, he highlighted the ways in
which proper usage and dissemination of statistics can assist decision makers. He noted that the ESIAP
project in the region had strengthened the national capacity of member countries, and developed cooperation
and coordination at the national and international levels, as a number of organizations had come together to
work towards the implementation of the project. He concluded by encouraging further cooperation in the
future to enable member countries to continue to build on the results of the project.

55.  Mr. Adam Albagir, Secretary of the Commission, welcomed the participants, stressing the importance
of the points raised by the representative of the Lebanese Central Administration of Statistics, the need to
unify data sources and the vital role played by member countries as a primary source of data.

C. PARTICIPANTS
56. The meeting was attended by 43 participants representing ESCWA member countries and experts

from regional and international organizations. The full list of participants can be found in annex II of this
report.
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Annex I

WORKPLAN FOR ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS, INDICATORS
AND ACCOUNTS FOR THE ESCWA REGION 2010-2013

(NOTE THAT THE OVERALL TIME FRAME AVERAGES THREE YEARS, BUT
TIME FRAMES FOR INDIVIDUAL PHASES MAY VARY BETWEEN COUNTRIES)

Phase I: Institutionalize and coordinate national statistical information on Time Geographic
environment and water for integrated resource management and evidence- frame frame
based environmental policy (2010-2012)

Establish or activate a national working team that includes representatives from 1 year National,

the national statistical office, ministries of environment and water, and all other supported by

relevant sectors. The task of the team is to coordinate and follow up on regional and
environmental indicators and accounts according to national priorities, following international

a consensual institutional order and a documented mode of operation, with a

particular focus on the role of national statistical offices. The main tasks of the

national working team include the following:

1. Preparing and adopting an action plan for the national working team. 1 month National

2. Assessing the current status on environment and water statistics, and available 2 months National and
indicators from all sectors (national data list). subnational

3. Agreeing on organizational and technical aspects of data management and I month National
discussing methodological issues between statisticians, ecologists and water
experts.

4. Undertaking an assessment of the current national statistical information 6 months to | National,
system (NSIS) for evaluation and monitoring in support of national integrated 3 years supported by
resource management and environmental policy. Developing a three-year regional and
NSIS plan for environment and water within the framework of a national international
environmental information network for gradual implementation in accordance
with the action plan prepared in accordance with step 1 above.

5. Comparing the available data with those required for the environmental 2 months National,
indicators agreed upon with the League of Arab States and the United Nations supported by
Environment Programme (UNEP); using either the English version prepared regional and
by UNEP until the full Arabic translation is available or the simplified Arabic international
version prepared by Saudi Arabia; identifying gaps and taking into
consideration the indicators and variables for Millennium Development Goal
7.

Phase II: Develop a strategy for environment and water statistics, indicators Time Geographic

and accounts in close consultation with NSOs and other stakeholders, frame frame

supported by legislation (2010-2012)

1. Establishing a high-level committee to set national priorities in environment | 6-12 months | National
and water, and provide guidance on strategy.

2. Preparing and adopting a national strategy for the development of a system of | 6-12 months | National
description, production and dissemination of environmental statistics,
indicators and accounts within national statistical systems and related
statistical plans.

3. Preparing and adopting a national programme for environment statistics, | 6-12 months | National
indicators and accounts with appropriate coordination mechanisms for
implementation.
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Phase I1: Develop a strategy for environment and water statistics, indicators Time Geographic 1
and accounts in close consultation with NSOs and other stakeholders, frame frame
supported by legislation (2010-2012) (continued)

4. Analysing mandates and the legal situation, and working towards updating | 6-12 months | National
and reinforcing legislation on statistics, including environmental indicators
and accounts, particularly those concemning water and environmental
protection expenditure.

5. Implementing the most recent international classifications within the 6 months to 3 | National
framework of integrated accounts tables, particularly ISIC Revision 4 and the years
2008 System of National Accounts.

6. Emphasizing environmental accounts, in particular water accounts, as an 1 year Regional
important topic to be adopted by the Technical Secretariat of the League of
Arab States and the ESCWA Statistical Committee, and to be included in
college and university curricula.

Phase III: Develop water accounts in parallel with the Strategy for Time Geographic
Environment and Water Statistics (SEEAW) and the National Information frame frame
System for Environment and Water Statistics

1 year National

1. Determining data needs through consultation with users and producers
(mainly NSOs and national water administrations), identifying key water
policy questions and comparing the available data with the required SEEAW
data list.

2. Assessing available data, identifying data gaps and seeking ways in which
such gaps may be filled.

3. Prioritizing data by data items, geographic region, reference period, industry
or household, and the importance of the water source.

Tables of water accounts

Availability | Simplicity | Technical support required | Importance of detailed
data

Asset accounts tables
Supply and use tables
Emissions tables

Hybrid tables (physical and
monetary)

4. Involving specialists, such as academics and researchers, in the
interpretation of the data.

5. Completing the data tables in accordance with the International
Recommendations for Water Statistics (IRWS).

14




Phase IV: Support and training (2010-2012) Time Geographic

frame frame

Requesting support through consultation and direct contact with experts 3 years National, regional

(from ESCWA, United Nations Statistics Division, the European Union and international

and other experts who have visited countries on advisory missions).

Requesting support from the United Nations through advisory missions 1 year National, regional

by experts in the field of statistics and environmental accounts. and international

Checking and validating the data and correcting the tables. 1 year National

Creating a technical team supported by ESCWA to make 1 year National and

recommendations and assist member countries in their work on ESCWA

environmental accounts.

Providing training for professionals on statistics and environmental 1 year Regional

accounts in cooperation with the Arab Planning Institute.

Phase V: Disseminate and exchange experience (2010-2013) Time Geographic

frame frame

Publishing pilot tables and analysis reports on the use of water accounts 3 years National

in the integrated management of water resources, reviewing any

problems and providing solutions.

Exchanging experience and sharing case studies between member 1-3 years Interregional

countries and with other countries such as Austria, The Netherlands and

Mexico.

Sending study missions to the countries that are furthest advanced in this 1 year Interregional

field, including Jordan, Tunisia and Turkey.

Funding

Proposing a regional project to the Islamic Development Bank to be prepared by ESCWA in cooperation with the
United Nations Statistics Division and the United Nations Environment Programme to build capacity in
environmental statistics, indicators and accounts for 2011-2013.

Preparing projects to develop environmental statistics, indicators and accounts at the country level (individual
countries or groups of countries) for proposal to the Islamic Development Bank, donor countries and donor
organizations. National projects should include national workshops, professional training courses, advisory
missions, scholarships, monitoring stations and information technology support.

Including environmental accounts in the development of national accounts capacity in the countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC); this is currently being prepared by Oman and will be provided to the United
Nations Statistics Division.

Requesting (via the United Nations Statistics Division) individual countries or groups of countries with similar
environmental statistics to provide a series of training workshops in cooperation with the United Nations regional
commissions, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Development Programme and the
European Union.
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Annex II'
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A. ESCWA COUNTRIES

Bahrain Abdel-Aziz Abdel Wahab
General Manager of Environmental Statistics
Adnan Fakhro CAPMAS
Electricity and Water Authority Phone: +20 123877279
Phone: +973 17546800 E-mail: bahgat52(@hotmail.com
Mobile: +973 36052220
Fax: +973 17532790 Irag

E-mail: adnan.fakhro@gmail.com

Mehdi El-Alak

Abdulla Al-Bastaki Director General, Iraqi Central Organization for
Electricity and Water Authority Statistics and Information Technology
Phone: +973 17576485 Mobile: +964 7901926259
Mobile: +973 39676010 E-mail: alalak mm@yahoo.com
Fax: +973 17576591
E-mail: nwc2007@gmail.com Huda Haddawi Mohammed
COSIT
Ali Yousif Al-Khayatt Phone: +964 45556364
Director of National Accounts Directorate Mobile: +964 7901466144
Central Informatics Organization E-mail: hudah_m(@yahoo.com
Phone: +973 17725556
Mobile: +973 39408325 Hussein Al-Sudani
Fax: +973 17878119 Ministry of water resources
E-mail: alivk@cio.gov.bh Phone: +964 7902500897
Fax: +964 17740672
Mohammed Al-Aradi E-mail: dr.hussein1974(@yahoo.com
Senior Planning Engineer
Phone: +973 17875594 Mohammed Al-Ani
Mobile: +973 39817677 Ministry of Environment
Fax: +973 17784290 Phone: +964 7801846227
E-mail: mohdjaaa@works.gov.bh E-mail: plan follow2009(@yahoo.com
Egypt Jordan
Hussein El-Gammal Mohammad Al-Momani
Senior researcher Ministry of Water and Irrigation
Ministry of Water and Irrigation Phone: +962 65687765
Phone: +20 235454036 Mobile: +962 788223474
Mobile: +20 105447334 Fax: 4962 65652287
Fax: +20 235454035 E-mail: Mohammad_Almomani@mwi.gov.jo
E-mail: h_elgammall0l(@hotmail.com mohammad almomanil9@hotmail.com

* Issued as submitted.
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Jordan (continued)

Khaled Al-Shatarat

Environment Statistics

Department of Statistics

Phone: +962 6 5300700

Mobile: +962 7 96753039

Fax: +962 6 5300710

E-mail: khaleds@dos.gov.jo
khaledksr@yahoo.com

Kuwait

Faten Al-Mossalam

Environment Public Authority
Phone: +965 24839972/4 Ext :505
Mobile: +965 97172282

Fax: +965 24928143

E-mail: faten2007@gmail.com

Lebanon

Maral Tutelian

General Director

Central Administration of Statistics
Présidence du Conseil des Ministres
Phone: +961 1373160/1

Fax: +961 1373160/1

E-mail: generaldirector@cas.gov.ib

Vicken Ashkarian

Central Administration of Statistics

Phone: +961 1373167

Mobile: +961 3803653

Fax: +961 1373161

E-mail: vachkarian@cas.gov.lb
vashkarian(@yahoo.com

Ramzi Fanous

Statistician

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs
Phone: +961 1976555

Mobile: +961 3594283

Fax: +961 1976530

E-mail: r.fanous@moe.gov.Ib

Abdo Tayar

Adviser to the Ministry of Energy and Water
Mobile: +961 3308248

E-mail: abdotavar@gmail.com
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Oman

Mohammad Al-Kalbani

Director of Environment and Sustainable
Development Division

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs

Phone: +968 24404987

Mobile: +968 99012307

Fax: +968 24404798

E-mail: enviro2020@yahoo.com

Salima Al-Harthy

Director of Methologies and Statistical Analysis

Ministry of National Economy

Phone: +968 24604517

Mobile: +968 99428643

Fax: +968 24654329

E-mail: salharty(@yahoo.com
sharthi@mone.gov.om

Laila Al-Ajmi

Head Section of Statistical Development

Ministry of National Economy

Phone: +968 24604917

Mobile: +968 99318664

Fax: +968 24694329

E-mail: alajmilaila@hotmail.com
lajmi@mone.gov.om

Palestine

Zahran Khaleef

Director of Environmental Statistics

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Phone: +970 22982700

Mobile: +970 599767764

Fax: +970 22982710

E-mail: diwan@pcbs.gov.ps
zahran{@pcbs.groups

Qatar

Abdulla Faraj Al-Abdulla

Ministry of Environment

Phone: +974 4492713

Mobile: +974 5544026

E-mail: aabdulla2@moe.gov.qa
rayyan002@hotmail.com




Qatar (continued)

Maha Al-Motawaa

Qatar Statistics Authority
Phone: +974 4594512
Mobile: +974 5882225
Fax: +974 4835943

E-mail: malmotawaa@gqsa.gov.qa

Saudi Arabia

Abadi Falemban

Presidency of Metrology Environment
Phone: +966 939620505

Mobile: +966 505620939

Fax: +966 26536153

E-mail: abadi_f(@yahoo.com

Mohammad Al-Farraj

Central Department of Statistics
Phone: +966 14014138 Ext.:1312
Mobile: +966 559828282

Fax: +966 14014127

E-mail: malfarraj(@cds.gov.sa

Saleh Al-Khlaiwi

Central Department of Statistics
Phone: +966 14014138-1278
Mobile: +966 505400488

Fax: +966 14014138

E-mail: production@cds.gov.sa

Syrian Arab Republic

Mohammad Shuhaiber

Central Bureau of Statistics
Phone: +963 113335830

E-mail: shuhaiberm(@yahoo.com

Marwan Ismail Slika

Ministry of State for Environment Affairs
Phone: +963 112396291

Mobile: +963 932215790

Fax: +963 112320562

E-mail: drmarwan(@yahoo.com
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United Arab Emirates

Khalifa Al-Hosani

National Bereau of Statistics

Phone: +971 26123232

Mobile: +971 504922988

Fax: +971 26276456

E-mail: khalifa2 7@gmail.com
Kalhosani@nbs.gov.ae

Yemen

Mohammed Shamsan Ghaleb

Director General of Environmental Policies and
Programs

Minisrty of Water and Environment

Phone: +967 1335013

Mobile: +967 777718878

Fax: +967 1335013

E-mail: shamsanma(@gmail.com

Amin Al-Hammadi

General Authority for Environmental Protection
Phone: +967 1335013

Mobile: +967 711679091

Fax: +967 1207327

Phone: +967 1243624

E-mail: alhmadi_albory@yahoo.com

Hamdi Al-Shargabi

Director of National Accounts CSO

Phone: +967 1250108

Mobile: +967 733889240

Fax: +967 1250664

E-mail: shargabyhamdi{@gmail.com
yemenham(@gmail.com

Noort Dawood

Ministry of Water and Environment
Phone: +971 1335002

Mobile: +967 711907606

Fax: +967 1335003

E-mail: noori94(@yahoo.com




B. NON-ESCWA COUNTRIES

Austria

Michael Nagy

Head of Unit Data Management and Reporting
Umweltbundesamt GmbH

Phone: +43(0)11304/3490

Mobile: +43(0)66480013 3490

Fax: +43(0)1-313043533

E-mail: michael.nagy@umweltbundesamt.at

Sabah Nait

International Relations
Umweltbundesamt GmbH

Phone: +43-1-313043245

Mobile: +43(0)6645311175

E-mail: sabah.nait@umweltbundesamt.at

Mexico

Ricardo Martinez Lagunes

Coordinador de Proyectos Transversales,
Transparencia e Innovacién

Subdireccion General de Programacién Comisién
Nacional del Agua (CONAGUA)

Phone: +52(55)5174-4480 and +52(55)5174-4481

Fax: +52(55)5174-4475

E-mail: ricardo.martinez(@conagua.gob.mx

rimarlag@gmail.com

France

Cécile Roddier-Quefelec

Programme Officer State of the Environment
Plan Bleu

Phone: +33 49238 7130

Mobile: +33 492387135

Fax: +33 492387131

Fax: +43(0)1-313045958

E-mail: croddierquefelec@planbleu.org

C. REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

League of Arab States

Adel Ahmed

Statistics Department

League of Arab States

Phone: +20 223580117 Ext.: 284
Mobile: +20 122752681

Fax: +20 223580088

E-mail: adala77@hotmail.com

Mohamed Awad El Karim Osman

Environment and Sustainable Development
Department

League of Arab States

Phone: +20 225750511/3667

Mobile: +20 187229900

Fax: +20 225743023

E-mail: m_kona2002@hotmail.com
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Islamic Development Bank

Abdullateef Bello

Director

Data Resources and Statistics Department
Phone: +966 26466632

Fax: +966 26467478

E-mail: abello@isdb.org




D. UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS

Economic Comission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC)

Rayén Quiroga-Martinez

Division of Statistics and Economic Projections

Economic Comission for Latin America and the
Caribbean

Phone: +562 210 2665

Fax: +562 2102472

E-mail: rayen.quiroga(@cepal.org

United Nations Evnironment Programme (UNEP)

Adel Farid Abdel-Kader

Regional Coordinator, Division of Early Warning
and Assessment

Bahrain

Phone: +973 17812777 Ext.: 785

Mobile: +973 36044899

Fax: +973 17825110/17825111

E-mail: adel.abdelkader@unep.org.bh

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

Jeremy Webb

Statistician

United Nations Statistics Division
Phone: +1 212 963 8569

Mobile: +1 646 642 7997

Fax: +1 212 963 1374

E-mail: webbj@un.org
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Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA)

Juraj Riecan

Director, Statistics Division
Phone: +961 1978351

Fax: +961 1981510

E-mail: riecan@un.org

Wafa Aboul Hosn

Team Leader — Sectoral Statistics
Statistics Division

Phone: +961 1978353

Fax: +961 1981510

E-mail: aboulhosn@un.org

Therese El Gemayel
Environmental Researcher
Statistics Division

Phone: +961 1978347
Fax: +961 1981510
E-mail: elgemayel@un.org

Wassim Hammoud
Statistics Assistant
Statistics Division

Phone: + 961 1978349

Fax: +961 1981510

E-mail: hammoudw{@un.org




Annex III
EVALUATION OF THE MEETING
QUESTIONNAIRE ON OPINIONS OF PARTICIPANTS

The evaluation questionnaire found that 83.4 per cent of the 33 respondents rated the quality of the
meeting good or very good, 88 per cent believed it relevant to their subject area and 79 per cent indicated
that it had provided them with useful knowledge and skills. The meeting was considered to have provided a
forum for the exchange of knowledge by 94 per cent of respondents, while 97 per cent believed it had
offered an opportunity to establish new contacts and that the exchange of experience had been useful.

Between 82 and 85 per cent of respondents found the clarity of presentations, the quality of written
material and the organizational arrangements to be good to very good. Some 45 per cent would have liked to
have extended the duration of the meeting to allow for discussion of technical matters and further exchange
of country experience.

Almost 76 per cent of respondents indicated that their work would benefit from the information
acquired at the meeting, while 85 per cent would recommend the participation of other experts from their
own country in similar meetings in the future. Just under half the participants had previously participated in
similar meetings and 97 per cent would like to see follow-up actions to the meeting.

The answers, comments and suggestions made by the respondents are detailed in the following
summary.

Very

Please evaluate the following Very good/Good Average Poor poor

1. Evaluation of quality 94% 3% 3% -
What were your expectations of the EGM?

Comments from participants included the following:

- Practical means of preparing the accounts

- Clear methods for providing data

- Benefit from expert solutions to the problems and limitations faced with environment and water accounts

- Link environmental statistics and indicators to sustainable development through clear and precise indicators

- Exchange experience on environment and water accounts with developed countries, between countries and
between regions

- Assess the ESIAP project and draw up lessons learned to form a common vision of the way forward for
environment statistics and accounts

- Presentation of environment accounts tables by those ESCWA member countries which are advanced in the
process of filling the tables

- Meet others working in the field

- Draft an outline strategy on environment statistics and accounts

- Practical training on the tables, including linking available indicators and calculating tables
- Identify needs for technical assistance and capacity-building in ESCWA member countries

- A coordination and cooperation framework is required between United Nations agencies and other
international agencies involved in environmental accounting

- Benefit from environment accounts more than environment indicators

- Enhance knowledge in environment statistics and accounts and the production of relevant indicators
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Yes No Partially No answer

P ]
3. Were your expectations met? 51.5% ) 42 4% 6.1%

Very No

Please evaluate the following: Very good/Good Average Poor
poor answer

4. a. Relevance to your work/area of

. 87.9% 9.1% 3% - -
expertise

4. b. Knowledge and skills obtained

0, 0, _ _ )
for your future work 78.8% 21.2%

4. ¢. Providing a forum for exchange

0 o _ _ o
with other participants 94% 3% 3%

4. d. Providing an opportunity to

0, 0 _ ) i
establish new contacts 97% 3%

4. e. Usefulness of exchange of

. .. 97% 3% - - -
experience between participants

Very

Please rate the meeting as follows: Very good/Good Average Poor poor

Clarity of presentations 81.8% 18.2% - -

5. a.
5.b. Quallt.y of written material circulated by the 84.9% 12.1% 3% )
organizers

5. ¢. Oganizational arrangements for and during

0 o _ )
the event 81.8% 18.2%

6. The duration of the EGM should have been:
6%

42.5% 45.5% No answer 6%

Shorter Same

Longer

If you believe that the duration of the EGM should have been longer or shorter, please specify which
session(s) you feel should have been longer or shorter.

Comments from participants included the following:

- Allow more time for discussion of technical matters
- Allow more time for the session on country experience (presentations and discussions)

- Allow more time for all sessions (to give more detail, compare countries, evaluate experience and cover all
aspects of the topics discussed)

- Allow time to modify environmental indicators and adapt them to the needs of all countries
- Increase the duration of the meeting, but shorten the daily working schedule

7. Will you be able to benefit in your work from the information acquired at this EGM, or introduce such
information to other specialists in your country or community?

To some extent 18.2% No - Yes 75.8% No answer 6%

8. Would you recommend that other experts from your country or other colleagues in your profession
participate in similar EGMs that may be held in the future?

To some extent | 0170 No 3% Yes 84.8% No answer 6.1%
9.  Have you participated in activities on the same topic in other organizations?
No 45.5% Yes 45.5% No answer 9%
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If your answer is “Yes’, please specify the topic, organization, location and date.
Comments from participants included the following:
Topic: Environmental indicators and Arab Information Network; environmental indicators and sustainable

development; environmental accounting, including water accounts (SEEAW); environmental statistics workshop;
water statistics.

Organization: ESCWA; MEDSTAT; League of Arab States; UNEP; AITRS; Arab Institute of Statistics; ECLAC and
Plan Bleu; Council of the GCC; Qatar Statistics Authority; Statistical Office of the European Communities.

Location and date: Austria 2009; Egypt, 2010; Jordan 2007; Lebanon, 1999; Qatar, 2009; Saudi Arabia, 2009; Syrian
Arab Republic, 2006.

10. Would you like to see any follow-up action to the meeting?

Yes 97% No - No answer 3%

If your answer is ‘Yes’, please specify the type of action.
Comments from participants included the following:

- Ensure that countries and governmental institutions are implementing the recommendations

- Exchange expertise through periodic meetings and share the experience of countries which have benefited
from the meeting

- ESCWA should adopt the proposed plan and send experts on technical assistance missions to evaluate
progress made on environmental accounting

- Provide assistance to countries in order to achieve the strategy suggested at the end of the meeting; a
helpdesk may be a solution

- Set up a regulatory institutional framework to bolster cooperation with stakeholders
- Prepare meetings on the calculation methods for environmental accounts, including supply and use tables

- Introduce environmental accounting, including an environmental costs component, to national accounts
experts for eventual incorporation into their national accounts

- Advisory missions of ESCWA experts could assess implementation at the country level

- Regular communication with countries to measure progress on environment statistics and accounts

- Allow time for environmental indicators and their definitions to be tailored to the needs of all countries
- Offer countries the opportunity to meet with experts to learn how to fill environmental accounts tables
- Place all meeting materials on the Internet

- Communicate and coordinate by Internet after the meeting

- Exchange knowledge and experience on a bilateral level between ESCWA member countries

- Create a specialized unit for training

- ESCWA to assist member countries with the formation of national steering committees on environment
statistics and accounts in order to implement the strategy

- Organize more frequent meetings to assist in the revision of national tables

- Provide training sessions for specialists on the correct technical marmer in which to collect, process and
disseminate data

If your answer is ‘No’, please state why.
No participants responded negatively to this question
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11.

Do you have any suggestions to improve and develop similar meetings to be held in the future?

Comments from participants included the following:

More explanation on the calculation of environmental indicators and accounts
Provide assistance to countries to achieve the strategy suggested at the end of the meeting
Provide training workshops on environmental accounts

Work on raising the capacity of workers on environmental accounts and encourage them to participate in
regional and international training workshops

More technical assistance prior to the meeting and more practical case studies
Better balance between plenary sessions and working group sessions

Allow more time for advanced countries (such as Mexico)

Print fewer materials; only very important documents need to be printed

Adopt environmental accounts as a framework for determining environmental costs

Experts in national accounts and international organizations should be available to countries when preparing
and filling the supply and demand tables

Letters of invitation should be sent directly to a named person, as governmental institutions do not record
the names of those who have previously attended such meetings

More interactive setting and fewer unidirectional presentations

Shorten the speeches and give short, concise comments

Translate all available materials into Arabic and provide them to NSOs

The presence of a high official, such as the Director of COSIT, would improve cooperation between experts

12.

Would you like to make any observations or comments, or pose any questions to ESCWA regarding the

EGM?

Comments from participants included the following:

It should be made clear to countries that data, indicators and networking are generally the role of
environment agencies, and that since environmental statistics are part of the work of statistical agencies,
cooperation is essential

Help is required for Iraq in implementing environment statistics and accounts while the country isina
reconstruction phase

The meeting was well organized
Ensure follow-up on the recommendations

This was an important meeting and it contributes to the enhancement of environmental statistics, accounts
and indicators; the efforts made by ESCWA in such meetings are appreciated
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