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General debate (continued)

1. fvlr. NGARUKIYINTWALI (Rwanda) (interpre­
tation from French): In accordance with a solid
tradition, the delegations of States Members of the
United Nations are meeting for the thirty-ninth time
since it was founded for an annual evaluation by
international diplomacy of the record established by
the great family of nations since the last session of the
General Assembly, in connection with the Organiza­
tion's task of promoting peace and progress in the
world on the basis of constructive dialogue and
peaceful coexistence.
2. This is not a purely routine gathering nor a mere
ritual repeated automatically every 12 mmlths. Rath­
er, the annual session of the General Assembly is an
ideal opportunity for Member States to exchange
opinions on the serious, major concerns of our day
and solemnly to reaffirm their faith in the purposes
laid down in the Charter of the United Nations. It is
in that spirit that the Rwandese Republic is taking
part in the work of this session.
3. At the present time, the international community
is confronted with many major threats-threats that
result from the increase in hotbeds of tension, from
the persistence of conflicts for which attempts at
settlement and mediation have remained ineffective,
and from the crisis that continues to undermine the
international economy.
4. Given these threats, only tireless efforts, within
the framework of the objectives of the United
Nations, allow for a measure of optimism as to the
prospects for a calmer and more harmonious atmo­
sphere in international relations.
5. While, at the political level, serious dangers
continue to threaten international peace and security,
on the economic level the situation remains charac­
terized by stagnation that persists and worsens as the
years go by.
6. The negative repercussions of this situation,
which is a tragedy for the least developed countries,
w~ose socio-economic prospects remain particularly
~flm, are many. I will mention but a few: galloping
mflation, the constant deterioration of the termc:, of
trade, the he~vy indebtedness that is a source of
concern for many developing countries, the slow­
down in economic growth-not to mention the
deficits and food shortages facing different parts of
the world, and above all the African continent, which
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is haunted by the spectre of hunger caused, in
particular, by its unpredictable climate.
7. The size and seriousness of these problems,
which are made more acute by the structural imbal­
ances that now characterize mternational relations
and by the protectionist designs of the industrialized
countries, mean that comprehensive, lasting solu­
tions are urgently needed.
8. The rich and industrialized countries, in close co­
operation with their partners in the third world, must
adopt new strategies to ensure the implementation of
programmes and action plans better adapted to the
objective of promoting the economic development of
the developing countries, which, in fact, are becom­
ing poorer day by day, and of reducing the gap, which
is widening steadily at the eXf--ense of those countries
on the economic level.
9. This objective is a challenge. It would not be
difficult, much less impossible, to meet that chal­
lenge. It is a question of will, of determinatioTIl and of
political commitment, which should be reflected
specifically in the stabilization and upward revalua­
tion of the prices of commodities and raw materials
on international markets, in an increase, in terms of
volume and quality, of development assistance, espe­
ciaily for the least developed countries, and in the
reduction of the interest rates on the international
financial markets.
10. Above and beyond these measures, the objec­
tive of giving new impetus to the world economy,
taking into account the interests and needs of all the
partners, is dependent on the structural and funda­
mental reforms that are necessary to make the
present system more harmonious and to establish a
new international economic order based on comple..
mentarity and active and effective solidarity.
11. Global negotiation~ on international economic
co-operation for development, the principle of which
was decided on at the thirty-fourth session of the
General Assem')ly, remain the appropriate frame­
work for the promotion of that new international
economic order.
12. We therefore deplore the fact that those global
negotiations have not yet begun. Such negotiations
should make it possible t,o adopt specific provisions
to promote, within the framework of mutually bene­
ficial co-operation and firmer solidarity, the econom­
ic launching of the so-called developing countries and
the steady development of their partners in the
industriahzed world.
13. It is in this spirit that the Rwandese Republic
attaches a zreat deal of interest and importance to the
North-South dialogue, the long-overdue relaunching
of which would be in the interests of the entire
international community.
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14. In spite of the efforts made by t.he United to development aid in the framework of bilateral co-
Nations, especially within the framework of the tasks operation.
of its specialized agencies, suc~ as UNDf, l!NCTAp 20. In this context, few industrialized countries
and UNI~O, we must recogmze that thIs dIalogue IS have been able to meet the target and commitment to
now at an Impa~se. Thu~, the Fourth,General Confer- devote 0.7 per cent of their gross national product to
ence o.f th.e Untted Nah~ns Industnal Development development aid and, furthermore, pledges made at
Orgamzat!on, hel~ at Vlen~a from 2 .to 19 August the United Nations Conference on the Least Devel-
1984, concluded ItS work wIthout havmg arnved at oped Countries, held in Paris in September 1981,
c~ncrete results, con,trary to t~e hopes a~d expe~t~- have not yet been followed by concrete action with a
tI0t:ls of the devel~pmg c<?untnes, whose mdustnah- view to reducing the constraints faced by that
zahon needs ~emam consIderable because the tran~- cc.: tegory of countries.
fer o,f the capItal and technology that would make ~t 21. Far from yielding to pessimism, as far as we are
possIble for them to ensure the development of thetr concerned Rwanda remains convinced that the
natural resources has not taken place. efforts and initiatives aimed at promoting effective
15. Apart from the North-South dialogue, Rwanda solidarity in the international community will make
attaches a great deal of importance to the promotion it possible to stem the negative effects of the present
and strengthening of horizontal co··operation among crisis and to offer to the third-world countries the
the countries of the third world. We support the resources they need to escape from underdevelop-
objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action for the ment.
implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for 22. On the basis of this conviction-which is at the
the Economic Development of Africa, adopted by the same time an expression of hope-on behalf of the
Assem.bly ,of Heads ,of State,an~ Gov~rnment of the Government and people of Rwanda, I should like
OrgantZatIOn of Afncan Untty In AprIl 1980, wIth a from this rostrum to reiterate the most heartfelt and
view to the progressive promotion of the socio- sincere thanks of our people to all the partners,
economic, integration t~at will ma~e it possib~e for friendly countries and international organizations
our contment to achIeve collectn:e self-rehance. that support our country and will continue to back it
Further~ore, R~anda seeks the ~ontll~uouSdevel,op- in its development efforts.
ment of ItS rel~tIOns of co-op~ratlOnwIth other thIrd- 23. The African continent, where most of the
wor]~ countnes, on the bI,lateral, as, well as the countries in the least developed category, as defined
multIlateral level ,and espeCIally, wlthm the frame- by the United Nations, are located, is particularly
work of Arab-Afncan co-operatIOn.. harshly affected by the effects of the international
16. The crisis that is undermining the world econo- ~conomic,crisi~. In addit!on to the neg~tive fac!o,rs
my and that worsens steadily as the years go by is mh~ren! In thl~ gen~rahzed and persIstent cnSIS,
certainly a generalized one. However, its impact is Afnca IS at grIpS ~Ith .natural ,dIsasters such as
felt in different degrees according to the specific drou~ht and desertlficat,IOn, whIch, bec~use they
problems that stem from it or that it exacerbates for conSIderably reduce agncultural productIOn, year
given countries given regions or given categories of after year worsen the problem-and I would even
countries ' call it the tragedy-of hunger, which, according to

. , . , available statistics, threatens approximately one
17., Hence, the effects (~f the, cnsls are pa~tlcularly third of the total population of the continent.
serIOUS for a country WhICh, hke Rw~nda, IS .one of 24. In the course of years, the number of African
the g,roup of, least dev~loped countnes an,d IS con- countries facing the dramatic effects of climate
frontmg va,flous handIcaps, such as be.mg land- changes increases steadily. Thus, this year, as a result
locked, lackmg natural resources and sU,ffermg from a of a long and unusual drought, Rwanda, my own
~hortagc of a~able lan~, a problem th,at IS all the mo~e country, registered a deficit of 60 per cent in its
Importa~t sI~c:e agnculture ~onst~tutes th~ mam normal agricultural production. Given that situation,
e~onomIc actIvIty of a pop~latlOn w~th a partlcular~y the Government of Rwanda was compelled to re-
hIgh growth rate and a dIsproportIOnate economIc quest emergency food aid from its foreign partners in
growth rate. order to make it possible for the hardest hit popula-
18. Faced with these handicaps, Rwanda relies tion to confront the present shortages.
above all on the national effort to ensure the 25. My delegation wishes here to renew the sincere
development of its economy, but the resources that thanks of the Government and people of Rwanda to
can be thus mobilized are tragically inadequate given all the friendly countries and international agencies
th~~ magnitude of our needs F~r examl?le, we are that responded so generously to our appeal.
compelled to have recourse L.) mterventIOn by our 26. Rwanda feels that international co-operation in
foreIgn partners ~or more than 60 p~r cent of the respect of food strategy is necessary in order to
finance needed to Implement the most Important and promote the adoption and implementation of appro-
urgent part of our five-year development plan. priate programmes of action that can make it possi-
19 In these conditions an increase in international ble for the countries experiencing climate
de~elopment aid is of crucial importance for a disturbances and a progressive reduction ~n their
country such as Rwanda. We are therefore extremely a~ricultural production to guarantee food self-suffi-
concerned at the steady trend towards reduction in cIency.
the financing capacity of international agencies such 27. At the political level, the situation prevailing in
as UNDP, the World Bank and, more precisely, its the international community is still marked by a
subsidiary the IDA, whose work is particularly number of crises, the persistence of tension in
appreciated by the developing countries which are various parts of the world and the pursuance of overt
not in a position to meet the terms for credit at conflicts that bear the seeds and the growing danger
market rates, At the same time, with rare exceptions, of a new world cataclysm, These tensions and
we have witnessed a stagnation of resources devoted conflicts stem from differing interests or from the
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determination of oppressed peoples to obtain, at all rights, dignity, freedom and justice in South Africa.
costs, rerognition of and respect for their most Thus, the Rwandese Government condemns as a ruse
fundamental rights, such as the right to freedom and which deceives no one the constitutional amend-
independence. ments to which the Pretoria regime has resorted in
28. Countries which express complete support for despera.tion, as well as t~e ~lectoral masquerade in
the ideals of the United Nations cannot remain whIch It h~s engaged wIthIn t~e fra,mework, of a
indifferent to the fate of those peoples. It is in this strategy. desIgned ~o p~rp~tu~te ~ts odIous pohcy of
context that the Government of Rwanda is very aparthe!d and raCIal dlscnmlt:IatlOn. T~e R~andese
attentively following initiatives aimed at promoting a RepublIc ~emands ,the cessatIOn, of thIs polIcy. and
policy of detente in southern Africa and at putting an the estab~lshm~nt In South Afflc~ of a ~enumely
end to the violence that so seriously imperils devel- democratIc soclet.y ~ased on equalIty o~ fights and
opment in that long-suffering region of the African respect for the dlgmty of all South Afflcans.
continent. 34. The amendments made to the South African
29. For several months, that policy seems to have constitution are on}y in~er~al minor ('~anges in a
been prevailing, even in that racist minority South system whose baSIC prmclples have In no. w:ay
African regime which has accustomed us to its changed. T~~s, becaus,e they are black, the m~Joflty
arrogant will to defy continually principles of morali- ~fSou.th Afncans contInue to be ~reated ,a,s for~lg~ers
ty and international ethics. I~ theIr ow!1 ,countl):', kept ol;lts!de polItIcal I!lStltU-

, , . tlOns by a regIme whIch explOIts them to the hIlt and
30. Should we belIeve that ~h~t regu;ne ~as now denies them th~ir most fundamentai rights. Further-
changed for th~ bett,er and that .It .IS now InspIred by a more, the policy of forced migration of populations
real and effectIve wIll to commIt Itself to construc,tlve and the establishment of bantustans with sham
changes WIth regard to respect for fights recogm,zed independence continues unabated. This is why the
for .all ?eopl,e~ und~r the c;hart~r of the UnIted Rwandese Republic continues to denounce the reac-
N~tl~nst RaISIng thIS quest~on IS tantamount to tionary, unacceptable policy of the South African
V~)lCIng the hope and the \ylsh that the course ~f Government. In the present context, this consistent
~Ial~gue, to ~hlch So~th A~f1ca seems to be commlt- attitude of the Government of Rwanda is accompa-
tmg Itself, wl~l en~bl~ ItS ne~ghb~urs to remove tho~e nied by the fervent wish that the staunch supporters
obsta~les whIch It IS placmg In the way. of theIr of the doctrine of apartheid will heed the voice of
se~urI~y and de~elopmentand, at the same tl~e, that reason and the legitimate. claims of the oppressed
thIS ~Ial~gue w,lll turn ou~ to be a c0t:I~tructlve ~ne, people. At the same time, we hope that South Africa
~akmg It possIble, t~ achIeve the ~egltlmate aspIra- will do everything necessary to fulfil the commit-
tlOns of the Namlblan I?e~ple to mdependence., as ments it has undertaken vis-a-vis certain front-line
well as ,those ~f t~e ma.Jo~lty ~f th~ South AfrIcan States, in order to establish a climate likely to ensure
populatIOn, to ~IV~ III a. socIety In whlch the ~alue of genuine and effective detente in southern Africa, in a
~an and hIS dIgnIty wIll no !ong~r be determIned by spirit of mutual respect and in the interest of the
hIS race or the colour of hIS skm. sacred cause of independence and freedom.
31. If this h,ope ,and aspiration are .n,ot achieved, it 35. It is in this spirit that the General Assembly
would be an Illuslo~ t~ expect a posItIve effect from calls for profound, substantive changes in South
w,hat, for South AfrIca s par~, ,wo~ld be a .parody,of African policy to ensure the positive development of
dIalogue and a game, of duphc,lty lIkely to JeopardIze the situation prevailing in that region and the
the development takIng place In s~uthern Afflc,a that establishment of a just and democratic society in
would promot~ and faCIlItate the Im.plement~tlOn~f South Africa to end the vicious circle of excessive
the process laId down by the UnIted NatIOns In violence
Security Council resolution 435 (1978) aimed at' " .
ensuring Namibia's accession to independence. At 3~. The R~andese RepublIc ~r~ly beheve~ m the
the same time, that evolution should commit South VIrtues of dlal~gue as !ong as ~t IS constructive a~d
Africa to a policy of genuine democracy, putting an free f~om ulterlO~ motIves deSIgned to compromIse
end to the humiliations and acts of oppression establIshed prIncIples and concepts.
imposed in that country by a minority regime which 37. The Government of Rwanda believes that it is
practices anachronistic racism. in the context of such a frank and constructive
32. The Rwandese Republic reaffirms its solidarity dial,ogue that other, major political problem~ facjng
with the South West Africa People's Organization AfrIca should ~e sa~lsfactonly solved. I hav~ In mmd
[SWAPO], which is recognized by the international her~ the confll~ts In Western Sahara and In C~a.d,
community as the sole legitimate representative of WhICh, along WIth the problems of southe~n ~fnca,
the Namibian people, in its struggle, in particular at are, matters ,of great concern to the Orgamzatlon of
the diplomatic level, for recognition of the right of Afncan UnIty [OA U].
that people to self-determination and independence, 38. The conflict in Western Sahara is a problem of
in accordance with the relevant decisions of the decolonization, and it can be solved only through
United Nations and without the imposition by South respect for and the application of the universal
Africa-which is in military occupation of and principle of the right of all peoples to self-determina-
illegally administering the Territory of Namibia-of tion. By virtue of this principle-and we deplore the
conditIons extraneous to the problem of the .rndepen- fact that it can be applied in a selective manner, to
dence of Namibia, which would constitute unaccept- the detriment of the people of the Sahara-the
able interference in matters relating to the sovereign- necessary steps should be taken in good faith and a
ty of another country. spirit of confidence to enable that people freely to
33. The Rwandese Republic would also like to decide its own future.
reiterate its solidarity with the authentic liberation 39, To this end, at ;~s nineteenth ordinary session,
movements recognized by the international commu- held at Addis Ababa in June 1983, the Assembly of
nity whic~' are struggling for the triumph of human Heads of State and Government of the Organization
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of African Unity adopted a resolution advocating a of which we see examples in the present situation in
direct dialogue between the protagonists in the the Horn of Africa.
conflict and the organi.zation of a referend~m i.n 44. While we must· deplore the problems that
Westel1l; Sahara. 1 The timetable establIshed In t.hls hinder the promotion of a climate .of security in
connection has no! been resl?ected, bu;t the resolut~on Africa, we have to say that the contInent does. not
nevertheless constitutes a sUItable basIs for an eqUIta- have a monopoly of tensions and conflict situatIOns.
ble solution that deals just.~y wit~ t~e Saharan people The objective of promoting genuine, effective and
and enables them to exerCise theu nghts. In the same constructive detente within the international com-
spirit, the thirty-ei~th session of the General Assem- munity is hampered by latent or declared conflicts
bly adopted resolutIOn 38/40 on 7 December 1983. which are developing or are being carried on in other
40. Deeply committed to the universal principle parts of the world.
which re~ognizes and. establishes the ~igh~ of all 45. For more than 30 years, faithful to the princi-
peoples without e~ceptl~n to self-determInatIOn, the pIes of international law, the countries that love
Rwandese RepublIc chenshes th~ hope that Morocco peace, justice and freedom have deplored the situa-
and the F:re~te P<;lLISARI02 wIll ~mbark resolutely tion prevailing in the Middle East. It is a dangerously
o~ negotIatIons In orde~ to achieve a cease-fire explosive situation, which seriously threatens the
wlthou~ de.Iay .and orgamze a referendum on s~lf- security of the States of the region, and even interna-
determmatIon m W~stern Sahara, II'! accord~nce with tional security, because of the denial of justice to an
the relevant resolutIOns of the Umted NatIOns and entire people-the Palestinian people-through the
the OAU. unacceptable, arrogant policy of a State, Israel, whose
41. For some 20 years, Chad has been in the grip of policy has become the law of force, replacing the
a fratricidal conflict resulting from divisions and force of law. The rejection of the inalienable rights of
disputes which sap its energies, despite the appeals the Palestinian people, the occupation of Arab terri-
for dialogue and national reconciliation constantly tories, the annexation of the Holy City of Jerusalem,
made by the international community, particularly an a~gressive policy in constant defiance of the
from this rostrum. prinCiples of international law-these are some as-
42. Thus, during the thirty-eighth session [30th pects of a continuing cris.is. which .the United N~ti.o.ns
meeting], on behalf of the Rwandese Republic, I constantly deplores, a cnSlS that IS the respon.slblhty
noted that the continuance of this conflict seriously of one State that has not drawn the le~sons of Its own
impeded t.he development of that brother country, hlst?ry ~md has therefore become ~n Implacable an~
which needs the contributions of all its sons and u;nYleldl.ng enemy of a people fightmg for the rec~gm-
daughters to ensure its reconstruction and guarantee tIOn of ItS most elementary and fundamental nghts.
the rehabilitation of its economy, which has been 46. In the view of the Government of Rwanda,
devastated by so many years of war. Last year I also whose solidarity with the Palestinian people results
stressed that this work of national reconstruction and from an objective analysis of the factors involved in
rehabilitation constituted a challenge which all the the crisis and whose position on the matter has been
people of Chad had to meet in order to ensure their constant, any solution to the Middle East conflict
future. There is one prerequisite in this re~ard: the aimed at establishing a comprehensive, lasting peace
people of Chad must overcome the diviSIOns and in the region must be based on recognition of, and
disputes which fuel the struggles for power and the respect for, the inalienable, fundamental rights of the
futile quarrels. Indeed, the settlement of the Chadian Palestinian people. These include the right to its own
problem is first and foremost a matter for the homeland, in which it may establish the institutional
Chadians themselves, united in their efforts to and governmental structures of its own choice, with
achieve the fundamental goal of effective and lasting respect for the principles of international law, under
national reconciliation and in the search for a the auspices of its legitimate and authentic represen-
political settlement that will enable the people of tatives. In this spirit, I repeat, on behalf of the
Chad to safeguard the higher interests of their Government and people of Rwanda, the unswerving
country, preserve Chad's territorial integrity and support of the Rwandese Republic for efforts to
consolidate its independence, while guaranteeing that preserve cohesion within the Palestinian resistance,
all their vital energies will be devoted to rebuilding as well as our solidarity with the Palestinian people,
its institutions and developing its economy. which, under the banner of the Palestine Liberation
43. In the Horn of Africa, the political climate is Or~~nization [PLO], is pursuing its just ~t.ruggle, .in
still marked by continuing tension, which causes l~gltlm~te self-defence,. to secure recogmtlOn. of Its
grave concern. The Rwandese Republic believes that nghts, ~n acco:r~ancewith the relevant resolutions of
the parties involved should adopt, within the context the Um.ted NatIOns, ~he DAD and the Movement of
of brotherly dialogue, a strategy that can bring peace, Non-AlIgned CountrIes.
security, detente and stability to this area, which is 47. The State of Israel, which rejects out of hand
one of the most sensitive in Africa. This strategy decisions concerning respect for the inalienable rights
should be worked out and adopted on the basis of the of the Palestinian people, is also notable for a blatant
princirles of non-interference in the internal affairs disregard for the principles of respect for the sover-
of other States, respect for their sovereignty and eignty and territorial mtegrity of other States. It
territorial integrity and the peaceful settlement of seems to have set itself the goal of placing Lebanon
disputes, as advocated by the United Nations, the under its protection, jeopardizing the efforts of the
OAD and the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. leaders of that martyred country to implement a
The delegation of the Rwandese Republic is con- comprehensive plan that would guarantee security
vinced that respect for these universal principles, and stability for the benefit of all Lebanese and
which form the basis of international morality and would open the way to national reconciliation. Part
ethics, will promote within the comity of nations of that country's territory has been under Israeli
fruitful relations transcending the political and ideo- oc~upation since the tragic events of June 1982.
logical differences that result in the kind of disputes Faced with this situation, the delegation of Rwanda
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believes that the total, unconditional withdrawal of zation of relations between the Federal Republic of
the foreign troops of aggression that occupy nearly Germany and the German Democratic Republic,
one third of Lebanese territory will enable the while waiting for the realization of the legitimate
Government of Lebanon to exercise its sovereignty aspiration of the German people to regain its unity at
over the whole of its territory, preserve the indepen- the end of a process in which dialogue and respect for
dence of its country and work to rebuild its economy the right of all divided nations to seek the ways and
in a climate of peace, security and national reconcili- means to regain their unity in peace and free from all
ation. outside interference and pressure constitute a princi-
48. Five years ago, the differences that for more pal element.
than 100 years had been a source of tension between 55. Rwanda fi"mly believes in the virtues of dia-
Iraq and Iran erupted into an open conflict which has logue and is devoted to the principle that divided
caused ever-increasing casualties and material losses. nations have the right to seek, by themselves and
Recent developments in this conflict, and the pros- without outside interference or pressure, the best
pect of a merciless war of extermination, give rise to formula to pr0mote the reunification of their coun-
grave apprehensions about the risk of its leading to a tries and the participation of their peoples in building
larger-scale confrontation, which would be a serious a world of peace, complementarity and effective
threat to international peace and security. The solidarity. That is why we also support realistic
United Nations, the Movement of Non-Aligned initiative~ aimed at ensuring, in that spirit, the
Countries and the Organization of the Islamic Con- peaceful and independent reunification of the Kore-
ference have spared no effort to persuade the two an nation.
belligerents to take part in negotiations to end an 56. Since 1974, the island of Cypus has faced de
absurd and costly war which seriously jeopardizes the facto partition. Despite the efforts made by the
interests of two brother countries that are raising the United Nations, this problem persists, and there
stakes in a way that harms the interests of their seems to have been no progress along the lines hoped
peoples. Once again, the delegation of Rwanda for by the international community as a whole
expresses the hope that Iraq and Iran will be persuad- towards the achievement of a solution which would
ed by the repeated appeals to return to the path of allow every Cypriot citizen to return to his home and
peace and once and for all to abandon the path of to live in a country where communal characteristics
hate and bloody ,md destructive conflict. complement one another rather than sowing fratrici-
49. Since the thirty-fifth session, among the serious dal quarrels.
problems which, because they interrupt the momen- 57. The problem of Cyprus is one in which reunifi-
turn gradually acquired by the policy of detente, cation should be brought about through peaceful
stand in the way of international peace and security, negotiations, without outside interference and with
the Organization has been dealing each year with the respect for the territorial integrity of the country.
crisis which broke out at the end of 1979 in 58. The serious concern aroused by the persistence
Afghanistan. The majority of Member States have of open crises and by the proliferation of hotbeds of
taken a clear stance in favour of the total and
unconditional withdrawal from that country of for- tension in various regions of the world has been

exacerbated by the present escalation of the arms
eign forces, in order to enable the Afghan people to race, a frenzied race which is dragging mankind
settle its problems in full sovereignty and free from towards a new conflagration-towards its own anni-
all foreign interference. hilation. The arms race will lead to massive genocide;
50. In South-East Asia, since December 1978, the it has already had a negative impact, with a continu-
Cambodian people has been tragically undergoing ing and increasing buildup in the struggle for influ-
foreign interference in a political crisis which has ence.
turned into a bloody power struggle. 59. In spite of the efforts made by nations which
51. We regret to have to note that there has been no cherish peace and which are aware of the effects of
tangible and substantive progress towards a settle- this arms race and of this escalation, there has yet to
ment-settlement remains entirely theoretical-of be any substantial progress towards disarmament. It
the situation in Afghanistan and Cambodia, which is time-high time·-that negotiations were resumed
sows the seed~ of tension and instability in Asia, and that they resulted in the adoption of effective,
harming the spirit of detente and harmony which specific measures in the context of true and effective
should underlie international relations. detente, in accordance with the relevant General
52. In this context, it is urgently necessary that the Assembly resolutions, resolutions which are in keep-
needed steps be taken to foster and facilitate the ing with the wishes and aspirations of the interna-
search foIr' political solutions to the Afghan crisis and tional community.
the Cambodian problem, with scrupulous respect for 60. The preservation and promotion of peace re-
the principles of non-interference in the internal quires a staunch and persistent will to negotiate in
affairs of other States and of the peaceful settlement order to achieve the gradual and balanced reduction
of disputes. of the arsenals which were established and which
:,J. That same reliance on the fundamental princi- grow day by day in an atmosphere of mistrust and
rJles set out in the Charter of the United Nations fcar, pressing the Powers directly involved unceasing-
should also be seen in the context of' bringing Iy to arm themselves further.
together in unity nations which are still divided. 61. In this process, we see a spiral which I would
54. In line with these principles-whose complete not hesitate to call frenzied: it takes up major human,
implementation would promote the effective estab- material. scientific and financial resources which
lishment of an atmosphere of peace and detente would be more usefully employed for humanitarian
throughout the world-the Rwandese Republic ends, especially the promotion of social and econom-
greatly appreciates and supports the tireless efforts ic development, in particular for the disadvantaged
and initiatives aimed at promoting gradual normal i- countries.
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62. The Rwandese Republic is convinced that the
frenzied arms race can in no way guarantee interna­
tional security and that, on the contrary, it is leading
mankind inexorably to the brink of the abyss, and we
share the same concerns and the same aspirations of
all the other countries that are actively pressing for
the limitation and reduction of expenditures on
arms, which should be reallocated to peaceful and
humanitarian objectives. This reallocation would be
a highly significant and positive factor towards
curing the ills of the world economy, particularly in
the present period of continuing crisis.
63. In referring to the great political, social and
economic problems now at the heart of"the concerns
of the international community, I wished to review,
on behalf of the Rwandese Republic, the main
challenges which the United Nations must contribute
to meeting in order to remove the major obstacles to
the promotion of more harmonious international
relations, marked by an effective will to establish a
climate of peace and security and to provide for the
social and economic development of all peoples in a
spirit of mutual trust and active solidarity.
64. In spite of the very real diffkulties we must
continue to confront with hope and optimism, the
Organization has a ~enerally positive record in this
regard, in so far as It remains within the context in
which, for 39 years, the Assembly has regularly
adopted resolutions and decisions defining appropri­
ate means of settlement for the great political, social
and economic problems of today.
65. The Rwandese Republic regrets that most of
these resolutions and decisions remain dead letters.
But this should not make the United Nations lose
sight of the noble objectives of the Charter and thus
to inspire hope for a better world, a world based on
the great vision of peace, security, and social and
economic progress in a climate of dialogue, mutual
trust, complementarity and solidarity among peoples.
66. It is in that spirit that today, on behalf of Major­
General Juvenal Habyarimana, President of the
Rwandese Republic and President-Founder of the
National Revolutionary Movement for Develop­
ment, I solemnly renew the commitment of the
Rwanflese Republic to continue to contribute, to the
best of its ability, to efforts to consolidate and
strengthen confidence in the United Nations, on the
basis of the fundamental principles enshrined in its
Charter. In this respect, the delegation of Rwanda
hopes that the work of the General Assembly at the
present session will lead to decisions that will enable
the United Nations to establish new landmarks on
mankind's journey to the effective and complete
implementation of the objectives which flow from
those principles.
67. In that context. Mr. President, you have been
entrusted with a very important task, that of guiding
the work and the debates of this Assembly. In view of
your talents and your experience as a wise and
knowledgeable diplomat, the delegation of Rwanda is
convinced that you will be able to discharge, in an
outstanding manner, the difficult task entrusted to
you, which is a tribute to your outstanding personal
qualities and your competence, and a tribute also to
the constructive role played by your country, Zam­
bia, in the United Nations.
68. In expressing i'n my turn, as other speakers
before me have done, our warm and fraternal
congratulations on your election as President of this

thirty-ninth session, I should like to stress that your
election does outstanding honour to our continent
and, in particular, to a country with which the
Rwandese Republic is gratified and honoured to
have excellent relations of brotherly friendship.
69. I should like also to pay a tribute to Mr. Jorge E.
Illueca, who presided over the work of the thirty­
eighth session with most commendable efficiency.
70. I should like also to take this opportunity to
renew to the Secretary-General the expression of the
great esteem which the Rwandese Republic has for
the far-sightedness, competence and dynamism with
which he dedicates himself to the achievement of his
noble and onerous task.
71. Finally, before leaving this rostrum, I should
like, on behalf of the Rwandese Republic, to welcome
into the United Nations its 159th Member State, the
indeoendent Sultanate of Brunei Darussalam. The
Rwa"ildese Republic heralded its accession to inde­
pendence on 1 January 1984 as a further step in the
achievement of one of the fundame:~tal aims of the
United Nations, the liberation of all peoples from the
yoke of colonialism. Its admission bears witness to
the universality of the Organization as well as to our
unswerving devotion to the principles enshrined in
the Charter.
72. Mr. MKAPA (United Republic of Tanzania): It
gives me great pleasure, Sir, to see you, an illustrious
son of Africa, occupying the post of President of the
General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session. I con­
gratulate you most sincerely. Your election is well­
deserved recognition of the vast diplomatic experi­
ence and stature which you have acquired in the
course of many years of association with the United
Nations. Your election is, at the same time, deserving
recognition of your country, Zambia. Our two coun­
tries are linked, not only by territory, people and
history, but also by a common resolve to struggle
against oppression, colonialism and racism and to
promote justice and the economic well-being of the
deprived part of humanity, which is the greater part.
This oneness of purpose and complementarity of
efforts has joined us in the group of front-line States,
the Southern African Development Co-ordination
Conference, the OAU and the Movement of Non­
Aligned Countries. In welcoming your leadership of
this session, my delegation pledges its fullest co-
operation. .
73. I wish also to record the deep appreciation of
my Government to your predecessor, Mr. Jorge
Illueca, of Panama, who with dedication and compe­
tence so effectively conducted the proceedings of the
thirty-eighth session of the Assembly.
74. Allow me also to pay a well-deserved tribute to
the Secretary-General. It takes hard work, dedication
and perseverance to ensure the smooth operation of
the United Nations, especially at a time when the
Organization is undergoing financial problems ana
facing crises of political confidence even vis-a.-vis
some of its own Members. We are pleased to note
that he has shouldered his responsibility with com­
mitment and resourcefulness.
75. My delegation is happy to join other delegations
in extending a warm welcome to the new nation of
Brunei Darussalam. Its admission brings us a step
closer to the total eradication of the scourge of
coloniaJism and towards the ultimate goal of univer­
sality of membership of the United Nations. We look
forward to friendly relations with the Government of
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here at the loving, for apartheid can offer no peace to its victims
and neither can they. The victims of apartheid are
primarily the black people of South Africa. If the
racist regime is willing to talk peace, it is addressing
the request for dialogue to the wrong people. Angola,
Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho, Mozambique or Zim­
babwe do not threaten the South African regime. It is
the black people inside South Africa that the regime
has to settle with. South Africa has to talk with the
people of South Africa through their national libera­
tion movement. For its part, Tanzania reaffirms its
total support for the South African liberation move­
ment.
84. The events in southern Africa must continue to
be seen in their true context of South African
aggression and not with an assumed image of South
Africa as a peace-maker. There can be no peace or
accommodation with apartheid, and those who now
echo the empty propagandistic pronouncements of
the racist regime should know that they are in fact
contributing to the undoing of all that has been
achieved in the global campaign to isolate apartheid.
To preach accommodation or neutrality with regard
to racism is immoral and politically unacceptable.
My President, Julius K. Nyerel'e, said in an address
to the Fifth Summit of the Southern African Devel­
opment Co-ordination Conference, held at Gaborone
on 6 July 1984:

"It is irrelevant that apartheid South Africa has
strong allies and that the economic and military
muscle of apartheid is sustained to a very great
extent by Western States through trade and other
forms of co-operation; apartheid remains immoral
and any support given to South Africa is immoral.
It is rejected by public opinion even in the very
States which give support to South Africa, as well
as the vast majority of the South Africans. Immo­
rality is immorality-even when it has powerful
supporters-and apartheid is immoral."

85. For Namibia, we have a plan which has been
accepted by the parties concerned and upon which
there exists an international consensus. SWAPO, the
front-line States, Africa and, indeed, the internation­
al community as a whole have invested a great deal of
work, patience, hope and time in the evolution of the
plan for the independence of Namibia. That plan
would have been implemented several years ago but
for the extraneous linkages and conditionalities
mooted to thwart the letter and spirit of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978). Let me reiterate my
country's stand. We reject the use of the withdrawal
of Cuban troops from the sovereign State of Angola
as a bargaining chip in the implementation of the
United Nations independence plan for Namibia. We
also reject as ilkgal and unacceptable the continued
occupation of southern Angola by South African
troops, and ~e consid.er entirely reprehensible the
attempt to tIe the WIthdrawal of these aggressor
troops to a cease-fire between the patriotic troops of
SWA~9 and th.e South African occupation forces in
NamIbIa. We vIgorously denounce the support given
to the counter-revolutionary movement of UNITA.s
We reaffirm our uI!remitting support for SWAPO,
the sole and authentIC representative of the struggling
people of Namibia. If the patience of the colonized
an~ opp~essed ptople of Namibia is n~t to run out, if
theIr faIth, trust and confidence 10 the United
Nations and in the solidarity of the international
community are to be sustained, the United Natkms
plan should be implemented without further delay.

Brunei Darussalam and its delegation
United Nations and in other forums.
16. Since the last session, the political and econom­
ic problems facing the international community have
increased in complexity, critical initiatives have
stagnated, and our capacity to provide hope to a
weary world has diminished. Indeed, the enemies
and critics of the United Nations have been rein­
forced by its apparent helplessness in the face of
continuing conflict, insecurity and poverty in the
world.
77. Perhaps our resolve is needed nowhere more
than in southern Africa. Since the last session, there
have been significant developments in the region­
significant not because we have as a result of them
come any closer to the elimination of apartheid or
colonialism but because those developments have, in
fact, been seized upon by the detractors of African
freedom to retard the liberation struggle. The coun­
tries directly involved have put the present situation
in its proper context and their statements before this
Assembly stand for the record.
78. The history of South African oppression and
aggression against the black people inside and out­
side South Africa is well known. In fighting the war
in Mozambique and Angola, South Africa has wanted
to create a buffer zone for apartheid. The triumph of
the MPLA3 and FRELIMO in Angola and Mozam­
bique, respectively, has obviously been a great blow
to the sinister desire of the apartheid regime to
surround itself either with economically dependent
and totally submissive African States or with puppet
governments.
79. Today, South Africa has not ceased to react to
internal and external opposition to apartheid by
seeking to control its neighbours through a variety of
methods, including a combination of false promises,
destabilization and outright military attacks and
occupation.
80. The choice facing the countries of southern
Africa is clear. Either they bow to the evil of
apartheid or they must be prepared to become its
victims. They have paid dearly for their commitment
to the struggle against apartheid.
81. In this regard, Tanzania is deeply distressed
that, out of the so-called concern for strategic,
economic and security requirements, which in fact is
a ~ront for long-hr.·ld political misconceptions, a
polIcy of acceptam',e of or accommodation with
~pa!theid is now being assiduously fostered. The
InvItation to Prime Minister Botha to visit some
Western European countries, as well as some of the
~tatements we have already heard from this rostrum,
IS but another aspect of that policy.
82. The situation in south",rn Africa admits of no
neutrality. In essence, apartheid represents a negation
of our common humanity, which we seek to safe­
guard and foster by our commitment to the ideals of
the, Charter of the United Nations. The struggle
agaI~st apa~theid is, therefore, the responsibility of
the mternatlOnal community as a whole and. not the
burden of the countries of southern Africa alone.
83. That the apartheid regime is supposedly now
ready to talk to the Governments of the countries of
southern Africa which it thought it could obliterate at
th~ time of independence is in itself a measure of the
faIlure of. the regime to subdue them. Yet, we reject
the ,premIse that t,he,se overtures by apartheid South
Africa mean that It IS now freedom-loving or peace-
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support to the Lcbanese people as they embark on the
arduous road of national reconstruction. That pro­
cess should be facilitated by the immediate cessation
of the Israeli military occupation of southern Leba- ,
non.
92. In Cyprus, intercommunal differences, exacer­
bated by foreign involvement, have led to the current i

unfortunate state of division. In a statement issued at '
the time of the unilateral action on the part of the
Turkish Cy.,riots, my Government regretted their ·
unilateral declaration of independence. We hope that
the Cypriot communities will continue negotiations
within the framework of the good offices of the
Secretary-General with a view to finding a viable and
lasting solution which will preserve the ethnic diver­
sity, territorial integrity and independence of the
Republic of Cyprus. In this endeavour, however,
those foreign countries most directly concerned,
namely, Turkey and Greece, and the international
community as a whole, should Give the Cypriot
people a genuine chance for dialogue and compro­
mise. V,'e hope the Secretary-General will continue to
offer his good offices for that objective.
93. Tanzania supports thp efforts of the Korean
people towards peaceful reunification of their home­
land. We are encouraged by the steadily growing
willingness of the two parts of Korea to initiate
constructive dialogue.
94. Central America remains engulfed in war or the
threat of war. The !:ivil war in El Salvador continues,
and the threats of foreign intervention in Nicaragua
and the unprecedented arms buildup around its
borders and along its shores continue to be a source
of serious concern. Over the years, the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries and the United Nations have
reaffirmed the right of Nicaragua and all other
countries of the region to live in peace, free from
outside interference. We continue to see the persis­
tent threat to the s ~"~ignty, territorial integrity and
independence of .\ oAiagua as ensuing from the
deliberate refusal of some countries outside the
region to accept the existence of ideological pluralism
in the region. It is in this context that Tanzania will
continue to reject any attempts to infringe on the
sovereignty of Nicaragu:.. or to undermine the inde­
pendence of that country. The right of each State to
choose its social, economic and political system
without outside interference must be respected.
95. The Government of Tanzania has supported the
initiatives of the Contadora Group and, in particular,
the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation in
Central America [A/39/562, annex], which the group
has issued. The countries of the Contadora Group
reco~nize that ideological pluralism is a reality in the
region which must be accepted. These countries
realize that rcspect for the right of peoples of the
region to self-determination and political as well as
economic independence are the firm basis for any
successful negotiations among the countries involved
for genuine and permanent arrangements for peace.
96. In Africa, as in many parts of the developing
world, the refugee problem continues to preoccupy
the Governments affccted by the forced human
migrations. More could have been achieved in terms
of offering hope to thc long-term needs of the
refugees. We appreciate, none the less, the s~l.rit of
co-operation and generosity demonstrated at the
Second International Conference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa, held at Geneva from 9 to II July
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In is, the responsibility of the Western Five,~ and
particularly the United States, to see to it that the
plan for the independence of Namibia is not further
obstructed cannot be overemphasized.
86. The Saharan people continue to be denied their
independence. We regret that, despite the existence
of United Nations and OAU formulas for the self­
determination and independence of the Saharan
people, one party to the conflict-Morocco-con­
tinues its obstructionist policies. We renew our
appeal to the parties concerned, and in particular
Morocco, to facilitate the work of the OAU Imple­
mentation Committee.
87. We are equally concerned about the iuture of
the Comoros island of Mayotte. While we welcome
the ongoing bilateral negotiations between the Islam­
ic Federal Republic of the Comoros and France, we
urge the parties in question to expedite the negotia­
tions for the eventual restoration of the national
unity and territorial integrity of the Comoros.
88. In Chad, the fratricidal conflict persists with the
regrettable de facto partitioning of that country. My
Government has followed with keen interest the
efforts of the current Chairman of the Organization
of African Unity to bring the warring parties to the
conference table. We commend him for his tireless
efforts. We appeal to the leaders of the contending
Chadian groups to put patriotism first, to come
together and to agree on a future for their country
which preserves unity and territorial integrity and
militarily excludes foreign interference and involve­
ment.
89. In the Middle East, we believe that a compre­
hensive and lasting peace can be achieved only if
Israel unconditionally withdraws from all the Arab
territories occupied since 1967 and recognizes the
legitimate and inalienable rights of the Palestinian
people to self-determination, includin~ the right to
establish an independent State of their own. Israel
must end its illegal settlement policy in the occupied
territories. The need for all States in the region,
including Israel, to live within secure and interna­
tionally recognized f'\"'!'ders should be acknowledged.
Meanwhile, we reitcldlt: our support for the PLO as
the sole and authentic representative of the Palestin­
ian people.
90. The war between Iran and Iraq, two non­
aligned and developing States, has already caused
tremendous devastation of human life and property.
My Government has all along encouraged the media­
tion efforts of the United Nations, the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and the individual countries
which have offered their services in the search for an
amicable resolution of the conflict. While we con­
tinue to encourage these efforts, we renew our earnest
appeal to both Iran and Iraq to agree to a peaceful
settlement. At the same time, we hope that all
countries, particularly the major Powers, will desist
from actions which might exacerbate the tcnsions in
the region and widen the conflict.
91. Although the situation in the Middle East
remains unsettled, my delegation is encouraged by
the new spirit of reconciliation and national unity
among the Lebanese people. This new spirit offers
new hope for the future stability, nationai unity,
~overeignty and territorial integrity of their country.
Therefore, we call upon the international community
as a whole to give whole-hearted encoupgement and



1984 by the Governments wbich responded readily
and generously to the appeal of the Conference.
97. At the same time, we regard the Mexico City
Declaration on ~opulation and Development, adopt­
ed by the International Conference on Population,
held from 6 to 14 August 1984,6 as providing a
workable guideline for the fut~re ela~~ration .by
countries of appropnate populatIon polIcIes, takmg
into account the particular circumstances of each
country.
98. This session marks the tenth anniversary of the
Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic

i Order [resolutions 3201 (8- VI) and 3202 (8- VI)]. This
, : is also the tenth anniversary of the Charter of

Economic Rights and Duties of States [resolution
3281 (XXIX)]. The first review and appraisal of the
implementatiol! of the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nati~ns Devel~pment
Decade [resolution 35/56, annex] wIll be earned out
at this session. These are all important policy instru­
ments aimed primarily at the acceleration of the
development of the developing countries and the
promotion of co-operat,ion among all ~embers of ~he
international community on the basIs of sovereIgn
equality, justice and interdependence.
99. Unfortunately, the international community
has failed to turn these policy instruments into
effective action. What we have witnessed over the
last 10 yearsls a disappointing record of inconclusive
negotiations and persistent inaction. This failure to
take appropriate and timely action has plunged the
world economy mto a deeper crisis and severely
strained North-South relations. The deterioration in

t': the economies of most developing countries has
reached grave proportions. Severe balance-of-pay­

•..1.... ',.... ments difficulties and unbearable degt burdf~?s have
l! become some of the most common leatures m most

••..1...·:..... developing countries. And, while many developing
f: countries, particularly in Africa, are sufferin~ fr0!D
'."'.:.:.. an acute shortage of food, the preoccupation In
~ Europe and North America is with redvction of1
1

•. :,.. i~g~~~~. of foodstuffs in order to maintain farmers'

•• : 100. These are some of the realities of the present
i international order. But there are those who would

•...1.'.•.••,•.'... ~~rt~e1~~~~:hti~e~~, 1~~dI1~~~~:r~~~~~~d tc~~~~"::~I of the developed countries are often ignored as if the
North and the South lived in two isolated planets.
Thus, for example, although developing countries
take over one third of the exports from the European
Economic Community, the relationship between high
levels of unemployment in these industrialized coun­
tries and the diminishing import capacity of third­
world countries, caused by the collapse of the prices
of the commodities they export, is hardly talked
about! In his address to the Assembly last year, at the
thirty-eighth session, my President stated: "Economi­
cally, an impoverished customer is no good to a
shopkeeper, a destitute man is no use to a f3rmer and
a bankrupt creditor is a disaster for a bank.:' J14th

I meeting, nara. 26]. These, too, are the realItIes of
economic interdependence.
101. In order to achieve true interdependence,
however, structural changes in the existing interna­
tional economic system are imperative. This system
has proved to be inappropriate not only for the
developr. .. ;nt needs of the developing countries of the

post-colonial era, but also to its own architects. A
frank exchange on how to restructure relations
between developed and developing countries is there­
fore needed a~, a key element in the revival of the
world economy.
102. But, at a time when such a dialogue is urgently
needed, we witness deliberate manoeuvres by a few
developed countries to disrupt the very process of
negotiation. Surprisingly, these are the same coun­
tries which 10 years ago made strong pleas for
accommodation and co-operation and the need to
avoid confrontation. Some of them even talked about
"global consensus for economic development". Their
a~tions today reveal the hollowness of such pleas. We
know now that consensus and accommodation to
them means acceptance of the policies of domination
and exploitation of the majority by a few developed
countries. When such policies have been overwhelm­
ingly rejected by the international community, then
the whole process of dialogue is regarded as ideologi­
cal politicization of technical discussions. Their
immediate reaction to the aspirations of the rest of
the international community is to try to put an end to
any kind of cE..•logue unless such dialogue is conduct­
ed in accordance with the wishes and the rules of the
few wealthy nations. The wave of notices of with­
drawal from this or that organization and the threats
to withdraw financial support for certain organiza­
tions do not help to improve the climate of interna­
tional co-operation either.
103. In short, we are faced with a conflict between a
call by the majority of mankind for structural change
towards justice and true interdependence and a
desire by a few developed countries to protect the
existing inequitable system of international division
of labour. But change is inevitable. The question is
whether it will be such as to advance the well-being of
mankind in a shrinking world or to risk catastrophe,
whether nations will share in and guide such change
or have it forced upon them in a manner they may
find much less manageable. There is Lll essential
international character to the struggle for human
equality and human dignity and to the search for
lasting solutions to the world economic crisis and the
war against poverty. Let us agree at this session to
launch the global negotiations and pledge our resolve
to work tirelessly for their successful conclusion.
104. While the political and economic problems
cast a gloomy shadow on the future of the world,
nothing puts ItS survival in greater jeopardy than the
spiralling artuS race. Since the last session, the world
has seen the further deterioration of relations be­
tween the super-Powers and the attendant resurgence
of the politics of the cold war. New and more
sophisticated weapons are being manufactured at an
unprecedented rate, and concepts of limited nuclear
war find expression in equally unprecedented mili­
tary expenditures as the mternational situation un­
folds the possibility of nuclear confrontation.
105. The politics of power are compounding the
perceived sense of insecurity of countries and this, in
turn, is fuelling the race for more weapons, including
conventional weapons. The time has come to realize
that the safety of the world depends on a courageous
a~proach to the problems of arms control and
dIsarmament, getting out of this vicious cycle of fear.
In that approach, priority should be placed on
nuclear disarmament, for it is nuclear weapons which
pose the most immediate threat to the survival of
mankind.



106. Any stability, however, must necessarily in­
clude the non-nuclear-weapon States, in particular
third-world countries. Their role in the scheme of
global stability cannot be ignored because they also
have an interest in self-preservation. Their participa­
tion in the decision-making is a prerequisite for the
solution of the security and economic problems
which beset the world today. 11 was in this context of
both involvement and breaking the impasse in the
nuclear-arms negotiations brought about by the psy­
chological barrier of mutual suspicion that my Presi­
dent, together with the leaders of Argentina, Greece,
India, Mexico and Sweden, issued a Joint Declara­
tion on 22 May 1984 [see A/39/277], in which they
called upon the five nuclear-weapon States to halt all
testing, production and development of nuclear
weapons and their delivery systems and to agree to
negotiate substantial reductions in their nuclear
forces, with adequate verification measures. This
measure towards general and complete disarmament
should be complemented by measures to strengthen
the United Nations system and to transfer the
resources thus saved from the arms race to social and
economic development. Today, I wish to repeat that
call to the nuclear-weapon States, and I hope that, in
the interest of world peace, other countries will join
us in petitioning those countries to negotiate.
]07. The Indian Ocean continues to hold potential
for big-Power conflict. We call on the hig Powers to
respond positively to the desire of the littoral and
hinterland States for the implementation of the
Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace
[resolution 2832 (XXVI)].
108. Present here at the United Nations are nations
big and small, rich and poor, strong and weak. We
are bound together by our common dp.sire and
resolve to nurture and preserve our collective free­
dom, independence and security. We all speak of
peace, security and independence, and the Organiza­
tion was established for the precise purpose of
establishing these common ideals. We have heard a
great deal about the diminishing moral authority of
the United Nations. The influence of the United
Nations has been questioned and its effectiveness is
sometimes cynically dismissed. Admittedly, 39 years
after the United Nations was founded, the greater
part of the world has seen little peace and little relief
from the oppression of poverty. Yet, the world would
be poorer without the United Nations, for there is no
denying that it provides an essential instrument for
pursuing the objectives of world peace, security and
development. Nothing can diminish the nobility of
the goals of the United Nations. Separately and
together, we must work to strengthen it as an
organization for the regulation and promotion of
beneficial international relations. The Tanzanian
delegation pledges its full co-operation in this worthy
endeavour.
109. Mr. DUGERSUREN (Mongolia): Sir, allow
me to congratulate you sincerely on your unanimous
election to the high post of President of the General
Assembly at its thirty-ninth session. It is our confi­
dent hope that your vast experience in the diplomatic
service and in United Nations activities will surely
contribute to the success of the work of the present
session to the benefit of peace, security and the
progress of nations.
110. The Mongolian delegation warmly congratu­
lates Brunei Darussalam on its admission to the
membership of this world body.

Ill. The United Nations, which came into being in
the aftermath of the most devastating war in history,
has declared as its main objective "to save succeed­
ing generations from the scourge of war". Today, this
vital task of ensuring the peaceful advancement of
mankind has assumed particular urgency. Effective
measures are needed to safeguard the right of peoples
to peace and the right of States to security.

112. The extremely grave situation prevailing in the
world is characterized by the mounting threat of a
nuclear war. The most aggressive imperialist circles,
and primarily the United States Administration,
have taken a course of confrontation vis-a.-vis real
socialism and are bent on mounting an open offen­
sive against the forces of national and social libera­
tion.

113. Washington seeks to achieve military superior­
ity over the socialist world. The deployment of
United States first-strike nuclear weapons in some
countries of Western Europe constitutes a dangerous
step towards material preparation for a war against
the socialist countries. Similar measures are being
taken in Asia, especially in the north-east, in the
immediate vicinity of the frontiers of the socialist
community. In the Pentagon, the "Star Wars" scen­
arios are translated into practical policy, and meas­
ures to implement the notorious concept of "pro­
tracted nuclear war" are being developed.

i 14. All this is followed by actions aimed at
undermining the foundations of the post-war settle­
ment and disrupting the agreements on limiting th~
arms race and on disarmament.

115. In its attack on peace, national independence
and the social progress of peoples, the United States
nurtures and exploits the forces of militarism, revan­
chism, zionism and racism everywhere. State terror­
ism and brute force go hand in hand with direct
armed aggression. The independence of Grenada has
been crushed only because the people of that small
country wish to have a social order that is not to
Washington's liking. For the same reason, the United
States Administration thinks nothing of resorting to
gross interference in the internal affairs of the
Republic of Nicaragua, or of committing open ag­
gression against it. It was with strong condemnation
that the world community learned about the latest
preparations for an armed attack against that coun­
try, made in total disregard of the constructive
attitude of the Sandinist Government and the peace
efforts of the Contadora Group.

116. Threats, blackmail and subversion against the
Republic of Cuba persist, and attempts are being
made to destabilize its socialist order. Imperialist
forces, in collusion with the racist regime of Pretoria,
step up their intrigues against the independence and
territorial integrity of the People's Republic of Ango­
la, the People's Republic of Mozambique and other
front-line States in Africa. All this clearly testifies to
the timeliness of the proposal submitted by the
Soviet Union for the inclusion in the agenda of the
present session of nn item entitled "Inadmissibility
of the policy of State terrorism and any actions by
States aimed at undermining the socio-political sys­
tem in other sovereign States" [A/39/244]. The
General Assembly is duty-bound to pronounce itself
resolutely in favour of the cessation of the policy of
State terrorism as a method of dealing with other
countries and peoples.
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117. The Government of the M~ngolian People's
Republic proceeds from the .prel~l1se that, how~v<:r
complex the international SItuatIOn may be? It IS
possible to prevent war through concerted actIon on
the part of the peace-loving forces.
118. Mr. Jambyn Batmunkh, General .Secretary ~f
the Central Committee of t~e MongolIan Pe~l?le s
Revolutionary Party and ChaIrman of the PreSIdIum
of the Khural of the Mongolian People's Republic,
has stated that:

"The constructive initiatives and the concerted
foreign policy activities of the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries ir ,~pire in the peoples the
confidence that peace CL: be safeguarded. The
guarantee of this is the further ~trengtheningor t~e
economic and defence potentIal of the SOCIalIst
community and the consolidation in every way of
efforts of all the peace-loving forces."

119. The ranks of the forces fighting for p~ac.e are
becoming ever wider. The overwhelming maJonty of
States throughout the world, a!ll0ng them the n~n­
aligned countries, are actIvely In favour of relax~ng

international tension and against the use of coerCIOn
in inter-State relations. The mass anti-war and anti­
nuclear movement continues to grow in scope and to
intensify in different parts of the wo~l~. It is impo.r­
tant that realistic statesmen and polItIcal leaders In
the Western countries are increasingly speaking out
against preparations for war.
120, Constructive measures for ovcrcoming the
dangerous situation in the world have been pro~o~ed
in the Political Declaration adopted by the PolItIcal
Consultative Committee of the States Parties to the
Warsaw Treaty at Prague on 5 Ja~uary 1983,7 and i.n
the Declaration adopted at the hIgh-level EconomIc
Confere'1ce of the States members of the Council for
Mutual Economic Assistance, held in Moscow from
12 to 14 June 1984 [A/39/323, annex II].
121. These documents contain a whole set of
measures for the prevention of a nuclear catastrophe
and for the reduction and ultimate liquidation of
nuclear weapons. Proposals have also been made
with a view to creating favourable conditions f~r the
adoption of such measures and for the promotIOn of
confidence among States. Of special importance is
the proposal for the renunciation of first-use of
nuclear weapons by all the nuclear Powers that have
not yet done so. As urgent as ever is the proposal for
the conclusion of a treaty on the mutual non-use of
military force and the maintenance of peaceful
relations between the States Parties to the Warsaw
Treaty and the States Parties to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization [NATO]. The Moscow Declara­
tion of the States Members of the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance places special emphasis on the
importance of ma!ntaining military and politi~al
parity at a progressIvely lower level and of purSUIng
constructive negotiations on the limitation of the
arms race and on disarmament, on the basis of strict
observance of the principle of equality and equal
security.

Mr. Rucd (Italy), Vice-President, took the Chair.
122. Implementation of the proposal for a quantita­
tive and qualitative freeze on the nuclear-weapon
arsenals of all nuclear States would constitute an
important step in that direction .. In this connecti~n,
the Mongolian People's RepublIc has expressed Its
support for the Joint Declaration of Heads of State
and Government of Argentina, Greece, India, Mexi-

Cv, Sweden and the United Republic of Tanzania
[A/39/277]~ in which they appealed to the nuclear
Powers to begin limiting and reducing nuclear weap­
ons.
123. The Soviet-United States talks on the limita­
tion and reduction of strategic weapons are of
extreme importance for lessening the danger of a
nuclear war. The United States should withdraw the
first-strike nuclear missiles deployed in some West­
ern Emopean countries so that the negotiations on
this vitally important issue may be resumed.
124. The relations between the nuclear Powers play
a particularly important role in improving the in~er­

national climate. The Government of the MongolIan
People's Republic supports the Soviet proposal that
an agreement be reached on joint recognition of
concrete norms in the relations between the nuclear
States and on measures to make them binding. We
consider it necessary for this timely proposal to be
embodied in the resolutions of the present sessio'1 of
the General Assembly.
125. The proposal on the "Use of outer space
exclusively for peaceful purpo~es for the bene~t .of
mankind" made by Mr. AndreI A. Gromyko, Mmls­
ter for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union [see
A/39/243], for discussion at the current session of the
General Assembly, is designed to prohibit, once and
for all, the use of force in outer space and to
srfeguard mankind against the use of means of mass
destruction from outer space, Early a$reement on the
prevention of the militarization of thiS vitany~ impor­
tant area would open the way for joint efforts by
States to use outer space for peaceful purposes. My
delegation expresses its hope t~at the General A~sem­
bly will call upon all States WIth a large potentIal of
space technology, primarily t~e ~nited Sta,tes and ~he
Soviet Union, to open negotIatIOns on thIS questIon
without delay.
126. The situation in Asia has become increasingly
complex and tense. The United. State~ has taken. to
turning many parts o~ t~e contment I~tO launchmg
grounds for nuclear-~Isstle forc~s: Partlcula! dan~er
lies in the fact that, WIth the partICIpatIon of ItS ASIan
accomplices, Washington has begun to establish a
new base for a nuclear-missile first strike directed
against the socialist countries and other peace-loving
States of the continent.
127. Intensified efforts have been made to create
new military and political groupings and alliances.
The Washington-Tokyo-Seoul triangle is conceived
of as the crux of these projected formations.
128. Overt military and revanchist tendencies are
making themselves felt once again in that part of the
world, especially in Japan, which is being integrated
more and more into the NATO bloc. Today, some
tend to forget the lessons of history. Those lessons are
most instructive. This is evidenced, for example, by
the events that took place 45 years ago on the very
eve of the Second World War. In 1939 Japanese
militarism met with a powerful rebuff when it
violated the independence and territorial integrity of
our country with a view to carrying out its plan to
create a pan-Asian empire of Japan. Frustration of
the adventurist designs of the Japanese militarists by
the combined operation of the Soviet and Mongolian
armed forces in the region of the Khalkhyn Gol river
dealt a hard blow to the aggressive strategic schemes
of the forces of fascism and reaction.
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ment of the Middle East problem should be achieved
on the basis of respect for the inalienable right of the
Palestinian people to 'create its own independent
State and the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all the
Arab territories occupied since 1967. My Govern­
ment is in favour of convening an international
conference with the participation of all parties con­
cerned, including the PLO, on an equal footing. It
stresses the importance of the proposals put forward
by the Soviet Government on 30 July of this year [see
A/39/368] for the achievement of a comprehensive,
just and lasting settlement in the Middle East.
136. We advocate an early cessation of the fratrici-
dal war between Iran and Iraq. This conflict, marked
by a further dangerous escalation, only plays into the
hands of the imperialist forces that are seeking to
advance their selfish interests in that region, and in
the Persian Gulf in particular.
137. The Mongolian People's Republic favours a
pe&ceful and just settlement of the Cyprus problem in
accordance with the United Nations resolutions on
the subject. Such a settlement calls, first and fore­
most, for the withdrawal of all foreign troops from
Cyprus and the elimination of foreign military bases
on its territory. We express our support for the good
offices of the Secretary-General in this regard.
138. My Government consistently ~iUpports the
efforts of the littoral States for the establishment of a
zone of peace in the Indian Ocean and is in favour of
speedy implementation of the 1971 Declaration of
the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace [resolution 2832
(XXVI)]. It is, in our view, important that at its
current session the Genp,ral Assembly should cl~arly

express itself in favour of convening an international
\"onference on that subject in the first half of 1985,
The Mongolian delegation welcomes the initiative of
the Heads of Government of South Pacific States
co~cerning the creation of a nuclear-free zone In that
regIOn.
139. The Government of the Mongolian People's
Republic shares the view of the oVf~rwhelmingmajor­
ity of the world community that in the nuclear age
there is no reasonable alternative to constructive
negotiations and the peaceful coexistence of States.
140. It was precisely this stand that prompted the
proposal put forward by the Mongolian People's
Republic in May 1981 that a convention be conclud­
ed on mutual non-aggression and non-use of force in
relations between the States of Asia and the Pacific.
Its purpose is to establish the principle of the non-use
of force in inter-State relations in the region, thus
laying down constructive dialogue and peaceful nego­
tiations-that is, the principles of friendly co-opera­
tion-as a basis for these relations.
141. In this context, I should like to emphasize the
importance of implementing the Soviet proposal on
the elaboration of confidence-building measures in
the Far East and on the development of good-neigh­
bourly relations between Hie States of the region.
The Government of the Mongolian People's Repub­
lic supports the efforts made by the Soviet Union to
normalize inter-State relations with China as well as
with Japan.
142. The strengthening of peace and international
security is intrinsically linked with the complete
elimination of the vestiges of colonialism and with
the eradication of racism and apartheid.
143. My delegation, as always, strongly condemns
the inhuman policy of apartheid. The Mongolian

129. The existing hotbeds of tension and conflict
are being further exacerbated while new ones are
being created on the continent. The so-called parallel
actions of the imperialist and hegemonist forces often
contribute to such developments.
130. A tense situation continues to exist in South­
East Asia as a result of the intrigues of those circles,
which are not willing to accept the new realities in
that region. The situation is further aggravated by
armed inroads by China on the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the Socialist Republic of Viet
Nam, by the hostile actions of Thailand against the
popular order in Kampuchea and by its recent open
armed aggression against the Lao People's Democrat­
ic Republic, which resulted in the occupation of a
part of its territory.
131. The Mongolian People's Republic fully sup­
ports the stand of the Lao People's Democratic
Republic, set forth in the statement of its Ministry
for Foreign Affairs issued on 13 June 1984
[A/39/310], as well as in the White Book of the
Government of the Lao People's Democratic Repub­
lic published last month [see A/39/540]. The crux of
the matter and its root causes were exposed with
great lucidity in the statement of Mr. Phoun Sipra­
seuth, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Lao People's Democratic
Republic, here in the General Assembly last week
[l7th meeting].
132. We continue to hold the view that the prob­
lems of South-East Asia can and must be resolvec by
the States of the region through constructive dialogue
without any outside interference. The Government
of the Mongolian People's Republic consistently
supports the proposals of Viet Nam, Laos and
Kampuchea for turning South-East Asia into a zone
of peace, stability and good-neighbourliness. It reso­
lutely opposes any attempt to use the United Nations
as a cover-up for interference in the internal affairs of
the People's Republic of Kampuchea and standg for
the speedy granting to that country of its legitimate
seat in this world Organization.
133. We believe that, in the light of the present
tense situation in the Far East, the proposals of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea on the
immediate withdrawal of United States troops and of
nuclear weapons from the south of Korea and on
easing tensions in the Korean peninsula and around
it assume greater relevance. My Government con­
tinues to support the struggle of the Korean people
for the peaceful and democratic reunification of their
country, without outside interference.
134. The interests of the Afghan people and those
of peace in Asia call for resolute action to defeat
efforts to escalate the undeclared war against the
Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. The construc­
tive proposals of the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan pave the way for a political
settlement of the situation around Afghanistan creat­
ed by the hostile acts of imperialist forces and their
accomplices. Once again we express our hope that the
dialogue between the representatives of Afghanistan
and Pakistan through the good offices of the repre­
sentative of t~~ Secretary-General will yield positive
results.
135. The MongoHan People's Republic resolutely
condemns the expansionist acts of Israel and the
increasing interference by the United States in the
Middle East. It continues to believe that the settle-
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people lends its support to the struggle for national
and social liberation which the people of South
Africa is waging under the leadership of the African
National Congress of South Africa against the racist
regime.
144. The Mongolian People's Republic continues to
support the people of Namibia, which, under the
leadership of SWAPO, is fighting for its freedom and
independence. It condemns the manoeuvres of im­
perialist and racist forces designed to perpetuate the
colonial regime in Namibia and joins the world
community in demanding the immediate granting of
independence to Namibia on the basis of the well­
known United Nations resolutions.
145. We support the granting of independence to
the so-called small Territories, in particular Microne­
sia, and oppose the use of those Territories as
springboards for military preparations.
146. The colonial policy of the leading capitalist
countries is now implemented to a great extent in the
sphere of economic relations with the developing
countries. The terms "economic colonialism" and
"financial colonialism" are frequently used now, and
not without reason.
147. The Mongolian People's Republic consistently
supports the just struggle of the developing countries
for the democratization of international economic
relations on the basis of equality and equity. My
delegation shares the view that the principles laid
down in the Charter of Economic Rights ?nd Duties
of States [resolution 3281 (XXIX)] and in the Decla­
ration and the Programme of Action on the Estab­
lishment of a New International Economic Order
[resolutions 3201 (S- VI) and 3202 (S- VI)] have as­
sumed ever greater importance today. We continue
to lend our support to the initiatives of the develop­
ing countries for the launching of global negotiations
on international economic co-operation for develop­
ment.
148. Next year, the world community will celebrate
the fortieth anniversary of the great victory over the
forces of fascism and militarism. In that victory, a
decisive role was played by the Soviet Union, which
had borne the brunt of the Second World War. An
important outcome of that victory on a world scale
was the creation of the United Nations. The Organi­
zation has become a symbol of the aspirations of the
peoples of the world and of their resolve never to
allow war again. We presume that the world commu­
nity will use the commemoration of the fortieth
anniversary of the Organization in 1985 as an
occasion for enhancing its efforts for the realization
of its central task-the elimination of the threat of a
new world war.
149. In the questions of war and peace, no sober­
minded person can or should be an unbiased observ­
er, Ensuring world peace has indeed become the
concern of all mankind. To achieve that goal, the
peoples of the world are destined to play an active
role and fulfil a very noble mission. In this connec­
tion, I should like to refer to a pertinent r~mark by
the Secretary-General to the effect that Without the
understanding and support of the peoples of the
world, Governments would not succeed in realizing
the noble aims of peace, justice and prosper~ty for all.
,150. The peoples have a sacred right to peace, that
IS, the right to the protection of international peace.
Ensuring universal recognition of this sacred right by
formulating and proclaiming it in a special document

of the Organization would, in our view, serve the
interests of the common cause of upholding peace.
Guided by those considerations, the Government of
the Mongolian People's Republic has proposed for
consideration by the General Assembly at its present
session an item entitled "Right of peoples to peace"
and has submitted a draft declaration on the subject
[A/39/141, annex 11].
151. We propose that all States Members of the
United Nations soiemnly reaffirm that the right of
peoples to peace is inalienable and legitimate. Safe­
guarding that right and co-operating in its implemen­
tation should be declared to be a fundamental
obligation of each and every State. We consider it
important for the General Assembly to call upon all
States to provide a legal and material guarantee of
this right. That would include, for instance, the
adoption by States which have not yet done so of
legislative acts on the safeguarding of peace, on
protection of the right of citizens to advocate peace
and oppose the danger of war.

152. As material guarantee, practical steps should
be taken to facilitate the proscription of the use of
force in international relations, the solution of inter­
national disputes by peaceful means and the strength­
ening of confidence among States. To ensure the
right of peoples to peace is tantamount to defending
the right of States to security. This calls for active
participation on the part of every State in efforts to
undertake practical measures for the cessation of the
arms race and the achievement of disarmament
goals. Nuclear-weapon States must be required to
pursue policies directed towards the elimination of
the threat of a iluclear catastrophe and to be guided
in their mutual relations by standards conducive to
the attainment of this goal.

153. We deem it important for the General Assem­
bly to appeal to all States and international organiza­
tions to facilitate, in every possible way, the exercise
of this fundamental right of peoples through the
adoption of other @ppropriate measures, at both the
national and the international levels.

154. The adoption by the General Assembly of a
declaration on the basis ef the proposed draft would,
in our view, represent an important political action
on the part of the United Nations, aimed at mobiliz­
ing and intensifying the efforts of the world commu­
nity to eliminate the threat of a nuclear war. The
adoption of such a document would also represent a
significant step in combining United Nations efforts
for maintaining international peace with the struggle
of the world community against the threat of nuclear
war and in favour of global security.

155. In conclusion, I should like to say a few words
about my country. This year is of special importance
to our people. The sixtieth anniversary of the procla­
mation of Mongolia as a People's Republic will be
solemnly commemorated this coming November.

156. This act marked the beginning of an historic
stage of carrying out far-reaching social and econom­
ic transformations in the country. During the short
period that has elapsed since then, Mongolia has
been turned into a dynamically developing socialist
State with a thriving economy and with a steady
improvement in the well-being of its people. Our
country is now successfully implementing the ~reat
tasks of completing the construction of a SOCIalist
society and is facing the future with optimism.
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157. The Mongolian People's Republic has become
a component part of the community of socialist
States. It consistently pursues a policy of peace :tnd
friendship among nations. My Government devotes
considerable effort to enhancing the effectiveness of
the activities of the United Nations aimed at realiz­
ing the main purposes of its Charter. My delegation
will be guidcJ by this aspiration of its Government at
this session of the General Assembly as well.
158. Mr. PAZ BARNICA (Honduras) (interpreta­
tion from Spanish): We are on the eve of a great
celebr... Jon. In 1985 an organization which was set
up to respond to ~he high~st ideals of mankit:td ':Vill
celebrate its fortIeth anmversary: an orgamzatlon
created to strengthen international peace and securi­
ty, to develop the links of friendship and co-opera­
tIon among States, to promote respect for the funda­
mental rights and freedoms of all human beings, to
be the crucible in which all nations might work
together to achieve their common objectives.
159. A great deal still remains to be done if we are
to bring to perfection a l~gal community of States
governed by an order that effectively ensures the
attainment of the objectives of the United Nations:
the establishment of "an order for the promotion of
peace", as envisaged by the Viennese master, c<?nsti­
tutes "one of the most urgent matters of our tImes,
one on the outcome of which depends the destiny of
civilization".
160. In an era characterized by uncertainty, we are
obliged to reflect on the fac. !S t~at ~reve!1t ~~ fr0!D
rising above a legal order whIch {s stIll prImItIve, m
spite of the advances achieved in the past 39 years.
The extremely dangerous situations confronting
mankind at large make it essential that we not only
speak of disarmament but that we also disarm; that
we not only speak of democracy but also democra­
tize; that we not just speak of co-operation, but
actually co-operate; that we not just talk of respect
for the dignity of man, but dignify him.
161. Our world has changed radically since 24
October 1945. Fifty nations participated in the San
Francisco Conference. The admission of Brunei
Darussalam, which we are now pleased to welcome,
reflects the universal calling of the United Nations
with its 159 Members. The world population has
doubled since 1945, in just 39 years. The Organiza­
tion and the world have changed radically. While the
borders of the international community have been
extending at a dizzying pace, the means of sustenance
of the peoples of the world are being reduced in a
distressing way, a fact which strikes our conscience
and causes us to reflect deeply on the world of
tomorrow. The 1980s have been characterized by the
worst world economic crisis in three decades, with
incalculable social suffering.
162. Our third world, in particular, has been severe­
ly affected by fisca~ deficits, by the servici~g of ~he
foreign debt, alarmmg unemployment, the high pnce
of energy and of manufactured goods, a decline in
our exports and in the prices of raw materials, a
decrease in the level of savings and investment, the
outflow of capital, natural disasters, the population
explosion, hunger and war.
163. As though all this in itself were not extremely
disquieting, at the same time th~ natural reso~rce~ on
which we count are decreasmg or detenoratmg,
warning us that economic expansion at any cost

imperils the future of mankind since it undermin~s

the biosystems which ~erve to sustain the economy.
164. Together with all the~e misfortune~, sl?ecial­
ized sources report that durmg the recessIon m the
world economy, from 1979 to 1983, global military
expenditures increased from $554· billion to $663
billion, an increase of 20 per cent in barely five years,
with world military expenditures reaching an average
of $145 per person. The same sources give the
discouraging information that in 1980 the third
world allocated greater resources for the import of
weapons than for grain, in spite of the fact that those
countries are agricultural in structure and require the
basic means of subsistence.
165. Our world and the world of tomorrow are
faced with a dramatic reality, responsibility for which
cannot be evaded by any Member of the United
Nations or by the Organization itself. The celebration
of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
should serve as a starting-point for an examination of
the world's conscience. We must assess the achieve­
ments and failures, identify the pitfalls and find ways
to overcome them, re-examine plans and policies and
redefine them with a view to attaining the higher
objectives of internal and lnternational peace, of
economic and social development, of world security
and co-operation, with mutual respect and interde­
pendence.
166. In this necessary assessment of our conduct as
States, we must not fail to consider the unilateral,
piecemeal interpretation that we oft~n put upon the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations. The
international obligations stemming from it cannot be
distorted in their application on the basis of an
odious policy of blocs that distort the common
purposes of the United Nations.
167. Hegemonistic ambitions must not render nu­
gatory the principles that determine the conduct of
this world Organization. The interests of the North
must not prevail over those of the South. The well~

being of some must not, and cannot, be based on the
poverty of others. The principles of the rule of law
among nations must not be separated from one
another nor from the obligations of each State
towards its own people.
168. It is a matter of a need to return to the sources,
to return to the original world-wide vision that
inspired the attempt to design a different world. It is
also a matter of the will to persist in strengthening
the effectiveness and impartiality of the United
Nations and the confidence in it as the main
international org,mization, the best means to protect
the interests of the community of nations, placing
international norms above and beyond the particular
interests of any of its Members, with everyone
observing those international norms, without any
discrimination on the basis of political, economic or
social systems.
169. I shall now speak about Central America,
about a tragedy of burning concern taking place
within the r..amework of an obsessive confrontation
in that strategic strip of land, lapped by the waters of
two oceans, which joins the north and the south of
the western hemisphere.
170. The Central American region is suffering the
consequences of a long-standing, painful abandon­
ment of the principles of justice, freedom and
solidarity, which should always inspire its leaders
and be the constant inspiration of its peoples. Central
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America is suffering the consequences of unequal and
disadvantageous relations with the most developed
nations, which have exercised their hegemony or
influence in the region. It is suffering the conse­
quences of the predominance of economic interests
over essentially human interests, which have been
overlooked in the selflshne'!"'i of the dominant domes­
tic and foreign sectors, because greed has no dignity
and knows no frontiers.
171. Central America is also suffering today from
brutal external aggression, directly sponsored in a
desire to acquire positions of political predominance
and special strategic value, taking advantage of the
conditions of political, economic and social crisis
affecting the region.
172. In these very trying times, the Central Ameri­
can people has paid a very high price in blood and
tears in its valiant struggle against dictatorship and
totalitarianism, inequality and plunder, dependency
and alignment.
173. The peoples of Central America share the
feeling that such difficult circumstances must give
way le .i promising future, in a Central America free
from foreign interference, whatever the source. The
region must not be subject to exploitation, interven­
tion or servitude. It must not fall prey to the
expansionism of extracontinental Powers that seek to
deny for all time its democratic and pluralist future,
in a tolerant and open society, to which its peoples
aspire with hope and resolve.
174. There is a path open to mutual benefit, liespect
for one another and honourable co-operation, gen­
uinely democratic and participative, with no room
for chains or violence. It is a path that can once and
for all eliminate the spectre of totalitarian domina­
tion and reconcile peoples with their Ilead'~rs in
seeking freedom, justice, peace and progress.
175. This widespread feeling has found expression
in most of the countries \If th~ region; which, in spite
of suffering a deep economic crisis and social imbal­
ances, have chosen with wisdom the course of
historic reform-representative, pluralist and partici­
pative democracy.
176. Of course, this is only the beginning of a
journey that should have begun long ago. It is the
manifestation of a political will struggling to be
translated into new economic and social opportuni­
ties, but it is significant that when the peoples of
Central America have had the freedom to choose
they have chosen freedom.
177. The United Nations recognizes, as an essential
part of the general order that is the basis of peace, the
right to self-determination of peoples. All the peoples
of Central America must be able freely to determine
their present and future, without decisions being
imposed on them, without the force or pressures of
the apparatus of the State continuing to violate their
right freely to decide their political, economic and
social organization through the exercise of their
sovereign ability to choose their leaders. This is a
prerequisite for the establishment of lasting' peace in
the heart of that hemisphere.
178. Another requirement for the return of peace is
that the Central American States commit themselves
firmly and in good faith to reducing their military
arsenals to limits strictly compatible with the mainte­
nance of public order and national defence. The
establishment of offensive forces in Central America,

,the introduction of new, heavy armaments and the

alienating militarization of society, together with
secret, threatening military commitments and the
establishment of impressive armies-these are all
elements that unsettle international peace and securi­
ty in Central America. They prevent the creation of a
climate of detente and trust, and at the same time
ob!ige neighbouring States to find compensating
formulas for defence, thus tending to divert huge
humfll' and economic resources to maintain a bal­
ance "- ~curity, which implies large social sacrifices
and pot.deal costs that could be avoided, to the
benefit of those that have little or nothing and need
so much.

179. The Honduran Government stresses that it is
essential to end the arms race in Central America, to
limit the number of weapons and troops and to begin
immediately general disarmament, under strict and
effective international controls. My Government
appeals to the conscience of Central American coun­
tries and calls on them to declare before the interna­
tional community their formal commitment to the
objective of disarmament as an indispensable condi­
tion for peace. At the same time, we urge aU Member
States to discuss appropriate measures that might be
adopted by the United Nations to focus its disarm~

ament efforts on the establishment of an arms
regulation system applicaole to the countries of the
third world, which have an important moral obiiga­
tion to their peoples to check the arms race and an
international obli~ation to their neighbouring coun­
tries to reduce theIr arsenals and the numbers of their
troops, in order to promote the establishment and
maintenance of p~ace and secu~ity among nations.

180. Since April! 983 we have been actively partici­
pating in the negotiations sponsored by the Contado­
ra Group. Our contribution has been aimed primari­
ly at promoting the establishment and development
of democratic, pluralistic and participatory systems
in the five Central American countries, at establish­
ing a system of regional security based on the
redllction and control of armaments and troops, at
elinlinating the foreign military presence, and at
achieving mutual observance of the principle of non­
intervention. We have also advocated co-operation
for economic and social development with a sense of
deep-rooted solidarity.

181. On 7 September last, the Foreign Ministers of
the countries of the Contadora Group submitted a
revised version of the Contadora Act on P~ace and
Co-operation in Central America [A/39/562, annex].
That comprehensive draft text provides for the
establishment of a series of legal obligations to be
assumed by us, the States of Central America, as
regards political, security, and economic and social
matters and machinery for international verification
and control of these obligations.

182. The Government of the Republic of Honduras
accepts the substantive obligations in the Act and, as
it has already stated, it reaffirms that it is ready to
assume each and every one of the responsibilIties
deriving from the negotiating process which must
continue, until the signing of that important docu­
ment, for the present and future of Central America.

183. Honduras does not shrink from any of the
legal commitments it will enter into under the
stricteSt compliance with the principle of the reci­
procity of obligations and their fulfilment in good
faith by all the Central American States.
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184. Honduras is prepared to have its political
conduct governed by the tenets of representative,
pluralistic and participatory democracy, as establish­
ed in the Contadora Act on Peace and Co-operation
in Central America.
185. Honduras is prepared to accept on-site inter­
national verification and control of its electoral
processes and of the other political commitments it
makes.
186. Honduras is prepared to promote and respect
human rights because it is deeply convinced that the
~uarantee by the State of the dignity of the individual
IS a moral and pragmatic duty.
187. Honduras is prepared to begin negotiations
immediately to limit, reduce and conl rol its arsenal,
its troops under arms and its military installations,
within 90 days, as proposed by the Act, or sooner,
and to agree on applicable timetables for reductions.
188. Honduras is prepared to submit to a strict
system of on-site verification and control of all the
security obligations it undertakes.
189. Moreover, Honduras is prepared to demand of
any State that undertakes the same obligations that it
faithfully fulfil them, for Hondurans are not seeking
a truce which, through (he kind of deception with
which we are familiar, would only mask an opportu­
nity to legitimize a system of oppression. We will not
tolerate use of the Contadora initiative to conceal the
madness of the arms race, or the preparation of
campaigns of domination, or terrorism and sabotage,
or intervention, or trafficking in arms. Honduras
does not wadt a truce that merely meets the needs of
the instant; it seeks rather a stable and lasting peace
based on justice and nourisited by freedom.
190. Therefore, we shall insist on three basic points:
security in the implementation of any agreement;
effective verification and control in respect of the
fulfilment of obligations; and determination of the
fate of the irregular forces once they lay down their
arms and once a solution is found to the internal
conflicts in which they are engaged. Those who have
already affirmed their acceptance of the Contadora
Act must prove their good faith in the negotiations to
take place among the five Central American States,
so that the Act may become a binding agreement, one
that can be fully implemented and verified.
191. Some have already said-while swearing fealty
to the Contadora Act-that they are not prepared for
any arms reduction, but rather intend to continue to
arm themselves. There are indications that the
claimed commitment to democracy is but a new and
disgusting publicity stunt. These positions are noth­
ing less th(in a violation in advance of what they are
hypocritically claiming to accept, only to ignore it
later in bad faith.
192. In spite of all this, my Government completely
shares the view of the Foreign Ministers of the
Contadora Group that: uThe Central American Gov­
ernments should now display the political will need­
ed to give legal force to t.he commitments formulated
during this process ?ond should therefore adopt
whatever realistic and equitable formulas for concili­
ation they deem appropriate" [A/39/495, annex l] In
this respect, my country and my Government will
spare no effort to help reach agreement on the 21
objectives8 so painstakingly identified by the Conta­
dora Group in its endeavour to promote peace,
security and co-operation in Central America, an
endeavour which we hold in high esteem and which

compels us to reiterate our deep thanks to the
Governments of Colombia, Mexico, Panama and
Venezuela.
193. Today, we have extended, on behalfof Hondu­
ras, a cordial in'!itation to the Foreign Ministers of
Costa Rica, El Sa!vad"'T1 Guatemala and Nicaragua
to meet with us on 19 October at Te~ucigalpa in
order to analyse the Central American situation and
to give real momentum to progress towards the
signing of the Contadora Act.
194. As a discordant note, just a few days ago from
this rostrum bold accusations were made, attempting
to involve my country in a supposed invasion of
Nicaragua. For three ~ears now we have been hearing
that alarmist outcry, whose falseness and inaccuracy
are clear.
195. On 19 M~rch 1982, Commandant Daniel
Ortega Saavedra, Co-ordinator of the Junta of the
Government of National Reconstruction of Nicara­
gua, affirmed in a letter to the Security Council9 that
an invasion of his country was "imminent". The
Washington Post, on 20 March 1982, reported that
the Sandinist Government was continuing to prepare
its people to face possible invasion. It reported that
on that same day a programme was being initiated
for the building of air-raid shelters and that the
70,000 troops which at that time composed the
armed forces of that nation were in a state of alert.
196. Subsequently, on 25 March 1982, the Com­
mandant again stated that Nicaragua had called for a
meeting of the Security Council, given the "immi­
nence" of intervention in Central America, since
"events painted a picture which made it clear that
intervention was on the way".
197. On 10 November 1982, the Financial Times
referred to a note which the Nicaraguan Foreign
Ministry had circulated on 8 November 1982, in
Managua, stating that "those actiol1s were indicative
of an imminent invasion of Nicaragua".
198. On 19 January 1983, an official communique
from the Foreign Ministry of that country, transmit­
ted to the Security Council, announced that prepara­
tions were under way "for the launching of even
more far-ranging acts of aggression" against Nicara­
gua. 1Q

199. In another letter addressed to the Security
Council on 5 May 1983, the Deputy Foreign Minister
of Nicaragua announced "the launching of a new
stage of the invasion" of Nicaragua. I I Four days later,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Nicaraguan
Administration said that he could confirm the exisu

tence of an invasion which was continuing to spread
terror in the country. On 19 May of that year, the
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister told the Security Coun­
cil that an immoral and unjustifiable armt~~ invasion
of his country was taking place. '2

200. In contrast with what, in the view of the
Government of Nicaragua, was already a fait accom­
pli, on 8 November 1983, during the debate on the
situation in Central America during the thirty-eighth
session of the General Assembly [47th meeting], the
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister stated that at that very
moment clear preparations were under way for an
invasion of Nicaragua. Similar assertions were made
at the Assembly's thirty-seventh session [34th meet­
ing].
20 I. The Financial Times of 18 November 1983
reported that "an invasion psychosis had taken over
the Nicaraguan nation" and that "the Sandinist
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leaders were preparing the population for what they
considered to be an imminent invasion by the United
States and its Central American allies".
202. Once again, on 3 February 1984, the represen­
tative of Nicaragua stated in the Security Coundl13

that a war between Honduras and Nicaragua was
being provoked by the United States to justify
int ,~rvention.
203. Then ag~in, on 2 April 1984 in the Security
Council, the representative of Nicaragua stated that
in the next few days another invasion was expected
from Honduran territory.14 Months later, on 7 Sep­
tember, he stated again that the political terrain for
the invasion was being prepared. IS

204. It is because of (.11 these unfounded assertions
that it comes as no sU'.prise to me that once again an
attempt has been made to take advantage of the
credulity of States represented here with a paranoic
statement of a much-announced but never realized
invasion of Nicaragua.
205. A consideration of the dates when these accu­
sations were made clearly draws attention to the link
between them and some of the meetings in the peace­
making process of the Contadora Group, and, curi­
ously enough, the invasion which is now claimed to
be "imminent" coincides precisely with the date
when we, the Cectral American States, are due to
decide on a revised version of the Contadora Act on
Peace and Co-operation in Central America.
206. None the less, we must acknowledge that there
is a b&sic difference between earlier affirmations and
the r'l'\ost recent one made, since, in the latter, in
addition to a date being given-IS October-we
were told the number of invaders, the number of
planes and helicopters, the types of weapons that will
be used and the routes that will be followed. There
was one thing missing--an indication of the exact
hour when the operations will begin and the places
where, in the generous land that nourished the
inspiration of Ruben Or-rio and encouraged the now
frustrated ideals of Sandino, the new pass of Thermo­
pylae in these imaginary Spartan battles will be.
207. In clear contrast to this attitude, on the date
for which this hypothetical invasion of Nicaragua is
announced, the President of the Republic of El
Salvador paid tribute yesterday, in this forum [24th
meeting], to the efforts of the Contadora Group in
convening the armed opposition to a dialogue of
internal recondliation in his country. That example
should be followed by those who proclaim uncondin
tional acceptance of the Contadora Act but who offer
to negotiate in the language of weapons.
208. Since international peace is an asset that links
us closely with the nations of other continents,
Honduras has promoted closer relations between
~entral America and other re~ions of the industrial­
Ized world so that, through international co-opera­
tion, tension in the region may be reduced.
209. In September 1983, representatives of the
Central American Governments attended a meeting
at Brussels so that, together, before the representa­
tives of other Governments and international organi­
zations, we might reflect on the needs and expecta­
tions of the countries of our region. That gathering
was a palpable demonstration of the fact that the
countries of Central America share common interests
with the world outside and that intraregional co­
operation may establish solid links between us and
provide ben~fits for all our peoples.

210. That beliei- in joint action prompted the
President of Honduras, Roberto Suazo C6rdova, in
March of this year, to propose to the President of
Costa Rica, Luis Alberto Mange, the prortlotion of a
co-operation agreement between the European Eco­
nomic Community and Central America. The Presi­
dent of Honduras stated to his Costa Rican counter­
part:

"I feel that Centi"al America should avail itself of
your visit to !Belgium to express, on behalf of our
countries, the great importance we attach to the
negotiation and signing of a co-operation agree­
ment with the European Communities. . . .
"I need not enumerate all the advantages that the
entry into force of such an agreement would have
for Central America. . . . It would widen and
deepen the already significant level of aid and
make it possible to extend it to new sectors, thus
enabling the extension of its benefits to those
countries of the region now receiving little or no
aid. . . . Your action in an area of common
interest for all Central Americans is a factor that
could contribute to a relaxation of tension in the
area."

211. The response of European democracy has been
positive, and a political and economic dialogue has
already begun which we hope will continue and
provide short-term benefits.
212. Indeed, only a few days ago, on 28 and 29
September, an historic meeting of the Foreign Minis­
ters of the member States of the European Commu­
nity, (;)f Spain and Portugal and of the countries of
Central America and the Contadora Group was held
at San Jose. On that occasion, Western Europe
emphasized its interest in contributing to democratic
development in Central America as the best way of
achieving the stability of the isthmus. This is clear
evidence of international solidarity, for which Hon­
duras pays a tribute to the European nations that
attended that meeting. At the same time, my country
expresses its fervent hope that permanent formulas
for mutual benefit between the two regions, which
have historic links and share growing expectations,
may be achieved.
213. In Ladn American economic and financial
matters, Honduras supports the provisions of the
Declaration of Quito, adopted at the Latin American
Economic Conference, held on 12 and 13 January
1984 [see AI391118], and the Cartagena Con~ensus,

signed on 22 June 1984 by the representatives of 11
Latin American countries [AI391331], which reflect
the progressive strengthening of Latin America's
capacity to respond to the international economic
cflsis and to buttress their systems of co-operation in
order to pr~_mote and encourage the economic devel­
opment and social progress of our countries.
214. The Latin American efforts cannot be dissoci­
ated from the efforts that have been made and are
being made by the Group of ;7. On the occasion of
the celebration of one more anniversary of the
establishment of that body, we must insist on the
need to bring about closer co-operation among the
developing countries and to promote global negotia­
tions, making it possible to find appropriate solutions
to the problems hindering the establishment of a
world economic sys~em based on justice. We must
begin to overcome the most harmful effects of the
economic crisis, which calls for urgent responses­
above all, from the industrialized countries, since, to
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a great extent, external factors beyond the control of Relief Services, the Mennonite Church, the Interna-
our countries seriously limit our capacity to over- tional Red Cross, the Intergovernmental Committee
come them. for Migration and many others that are contributing
215. My country attaches particular importance to directly or indirectly to improving the living condi-
the activities of the Economic and Social Council, tions of the refugees and displaced persons. My
whose fundamental role is to contribute to the Government is deeply appreciative of all these
creation of conditions of stability and well-being, efforts.
which are necessary for peaceful and friendly rela- 221. In recent days, and because of political change
tions among nations. Honduras believes in the need in El Salvador, which now has a democratic, freely
to promote the principle of multilateral co-operation, elected Government, my Government has provided
which has provided so many benefits for our coun- for the voluntary repatriaf on, under international
tries. To that end, we must re-examine the existing supervision, of 18,000 Salvadorians now in my
instruments of co-operation so as to adapt them to country. This will be done with respect for the
the dynamics of contemporary society and to isolate relevant criteria and norms established at the inter-
them from any attempt at politicization which could national level. None the less, Honduras will keep its
adversely affect the positi:ve and multifaceted work borders open to all human beingr; who feel insecure
done by the specialized agencies of the United and seek protection outside their own territory.
Nations. 222. I should like to express just and well-deserved
216. I should like also to emphasize the humanitari- appreciation to the United Nations for its invaluable
an work carried out by ICAO. In particular, I should assistance, to the specialized agencies and to the
like to stress the agreement to amend the Chicago Governments that have supported us in meeting the
Convention i6 so as to in.clude a rule recognizing needs of refugees. I appeal to all Members of the
categorically the principle of non-use of force against United Nations to maintain and increase their eco-
civilian aircraft in flight. nomic and moral co-operation with the agencies that
217. At the thirty-eighth session [26th meeting], I assist in mitigating the plight of these unfortunate
expressed my Government's indignation at, and people.
strong repudiation of, the downing of a Korean 223. We have followed with concern the develop-
civilian aircraft and the deaths of 269 innocent ment of situations of tension that threaten peace in
persons. This year the national conscience of Hondu- other regions of the world. We share the anguish and
ras has been greatly concerned over a similar event, suf~ering that conflicts cause to other peoples and
in which, without prior notice, the Nicaraguan army natIons.
downed an unarmed Honduran helicopter which was 224. My Government reiterates the need to find a
carrying a group of civilian professionals. That just solution, negotiated in good faith, to the South
condemnable act was praised by the Government Atlantic conflict. It is of the utmost importance for
concerned when it declared itself responsible for that the strengthening of peace that comprehensive nego-
odious crime. tiations be resumed in respect of the sovereign,
218. Two recent conferences, the International historic claim of Argentina to the Malvinas Islands.
Conference on Population, held at Mexico City in We ask the Secret~ry-Generalto persevere in the use
August, and the Fourth General Conference of the of his good offices to promote understanding on the
United Nations Industrial Development Organiza- basis of justice.
tion, held at Vienna also in August, recalled to us the 225. We reiterate our forceful condemnation of the
close links between development, population and foreign occupation of Kampuchea and of Afghani-
industrialization. My country urges the continuance stan. Their peoples must be enabled to exercise their
of the efforts in these fields of vital importance, right freely to determine their own destiny. We
particularly for the developing countries, and we are appeal to all free natir/ns to repudiate the barbarous
encouraged by the interest that is increasingly shown foreign intervention in those suffering regions of the
in finding solutions to these very complex problems. world.
219. On 9 December, the time for the signing of the 226. With regard to the question of Korea, my
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea l7 country believes that the remaining manifestations of
will expire. So far, 135 countries have signed it. That the cold war must be ended calmly and fairly. The
Convention constitutes an outstanding example of Republic of Korea, like any other State that meets the
rf.~ewed international co-operation. We urge those conditions set out in Article 4 of the Charter of the
States that have not ye: signed the Convention to do United Nations, has a right to be admitted as a
so and to respect its contents and its unity. Member of the Organization. The South and the
220. For some years, Central America has been North of Korea should resolve their differences
experiencing a distressing phenomenon caused by purely by peaceful means and direct negotiations.
prevalent instabilitv and violence in the region. This The mternational community should encourage an
has led to the displacement of hundreds of thousands approach designed to establish trust and bring about
of persons from their places of origin. In view of the reconciliation between the two parties so that the
tragedy dividing families in our region, my country barriers of fear and controversy may be overcome.
and my Government have accepted the obligation, 227. Honduras rejects the presence of foreign
imposed by humanitarian feelings, which have al- troops in Namibia and deplores the delay in estab-
ways characterized Hondurans, to give refuge to lishing an independent, sovereign State. The United
more than 50,000 refugees and displaced persons of Nations plan for the independence of Namibia is the
various nationalities. These are being cared for by basis for a lasting, peaceful solution.
Honduras, with the valuable assistance of interna- 228. Similarly, we reject the racist policy of apart-
tional organizations and specialized agencies, such as heid applied in South Africa and deplore the recent
UNHCR World Relief Refugee Services, Caritas violence that caused further loss of life in that
Internationalis, Medecins sans frontieres, Catholic tormented region of the world.
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The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.

IFor the text, see General Assembly resolution 38/40, para. I.
2Frente Popular para la Liberaci6n de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio

de Oro.

3Movimento Popular de Liberta~ao de Angola.
4Frente de Liberta~ao de Mo~ambique.

sUniao National para a Independencia Total de Angola.

6Report of the /nternational Conference on Population. 1984
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.XIII.8 and corrigen­
da), chap. I, sect. A.

7See Official Records ofthe Security Council. Thirty-eighth Year.
Supplement for January. February and March 1983. document
S115556, annex.

8/bid., Supplement for October. November and December 1983.
document S/16041, annex.

9/bid.. Thirty-seventh Year. Supplement for January. February
and March 1982, document S/14913.

IO/bid., Thirty-eighth Year. Supplement for January. February
and March 1983. document S/15567.

II/bid., Supplement for April. May and June 1983. document
S/15746.

12/bid., Thirty-seventh Year. 2437th meeting.
13/bid.. Thirty-eighth Year. 2513th meeting.
14/bid.. 2527th meeting.
IS/bid.. 2557th Il"eeting.

16Convention on International Civil Aviation (United Nations.
Treaty Series. vol. 15. No. 102).

I 7Official Records ofthe Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea. vol. XVII (United Nations publication. Sales No.
E.84.V.3). document A/CONF.62/122.
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229. Our conscience has been shocked constantly 237. Thus, it has been s~id that the two minutes of
by the bloody and irrational struggle that continues meditation or prayer at the beginning and the end of
in Lebanon. The recent tragic, senseless acts of the session every year are too short "to acknowledge
terrorism against the forces entrusted with maintain- how much this vast undertaking, with all its compli-
ing the peace and against diplomatic representatives cations and difficulties, must rely on divine assis-
in Beirut cost hundreds of lives, creating an interna- tance". We have also been invited to imagine what a
tional problem to which the United Nations should revelation it would be "if we could in some way form
pay particular attention and which should be repudi- a joint impression of what is going on in those many
ated by all its Members. minds at that extremely important moment" when
230. In this context, I remind the General Assembly the .Gene~al Assembly is begin~ing or en.ding its
of an event that shocked the entire civilized world. I sesslOn~. ~hat hopes are c<?nt~med ~herem, what
refer to the attack on United States diplomatic staff det.e~mmatlOns,what ~estructIve mt~ntlOns and what
in Teheran by armed elements, who occupied the legitImate calls for aSSIstance and gUIdance? A gl~nce
embassy and held the officials hostage in the building wou~d be enough to reassur~ the fearful mmds
for many months, making their release conditional o\.:tslde of the sum t.ot~l of patIence,. valol;1r, loyalty
on the payment of an infamous ransom. This was a yvlth re.spect to what IS fIght. and pure mtegrIty that go
challenge to the most fundamental principles of mto thIS common effort ~hlch perhaps represents the
diplomatic law and conduct. There has also been a sole hope left to mankmd."
wave of international violence against the embassies 238. It has also been said that that "would be the
of Honduras in different countries. The embassies faithful reflection of the United Nations, but only
have been dynamited, causing material damage and God sees that". We might see the true and final
physical injury to diplomatic officials. Such cruel acts design of peace, visible thus far only as an incomplete
must be severely condemned by the community of outline, but taking shape as the message of the
nations. United Nations is brought to the world. The disbe-
231. The causes and extent of the reckless war lievers will see how many hearts are echoing the
between Iraq and Iran are incomprehensible. This is words of Saint Pau! to the Corinthians: "For a great
war which must come to an end, a war between two door and effectual IS opened unto me, and there are
partners in the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries many adversaries".
which, instead of opposing each other, should
strengthen their co-operation, for the benefit of the
third-world countries. This struggle of unheard-of
fanaticism leaves fields desolate and interferes with
important strategic channels of communication and
international supplies.
232. The President of this session of the General
Assembly is an outstanding representative of Africa,
that vast region of the world which is still experienc­
ing the fever of emancipation which derives from the
establishment of the United Nations. A representa­
tive of Zambia, he will have the responsibility of
guiding our debates at what is a dramatic time for the
human race. In this he can rely on his efficiency and
skill, as well as the support of the international
community.
233. As we review the present state of international
relations, our spirits are indeed troubled. There is
hardly a region in the world which is not affected by
the scourge of war. by lack of respect for human
rights, by the negation of the right of peoples to self­
determination, by hunger, injustice and oppression.
234. We must together undertake the task of regain­
ing the faith that has been lost-faith in mankind,
faith in its future, faith that history will be able to
forge nations free from blindness and hatred.
235. We hope that that deep feeling of faith in our
ability to overcome our problems will illuminate the
work of the President, as head of the General
Assembly, so that the purpLses and principles decid­
ed upon almost four decades ago will give strength to
our debates, thus increasing understandin& and hope.
236. Let us therefore reflect on assessments that
have been made by experts on the historical develop­
ment of the United Nations on the essence and
importance of this forum of universal debate.
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