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IMPLEMEMTATTON OF THE RECOMIT4ENDAT]ONS OF THE SECOND UNITED
NATIONS CONFEREI{CE ON THE EXPIORATION AND PEACEFUI, USES OF

OUTER SPACE

Report of the Secr€tary-Genera1

1. The ceneral Assembly by its resolution 38,280 of 15 December 1983, reguested
I tn. Secre tary-General to report to the Assenbly at its thirty-ninth session on the

inplernentation of the recorunendations of the second united Nations Conference on
the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNfSPACE 821 . L/
2. fhe present report, in response to that request, provldes information on the
progress nade in the lnplementation of the recomnendations of the Conference.

3. The cornnittee on the Peaceful Uses of outer space and its scientific and
Technlcal sub-connittee considered the question of the inplementation of the
reconmendations of the conference during their 1984 sessions. Accordingl-y, the
infonnation contained in the present report reflects prirnarlly the result of the
lDrk of the comnittee, whose report is also before the ceneral Assembly. !,/

r. INTER-AG:ETqCY CO-OPERATION

4. fn paragraph 21 of its resolution 38,/80, the General Assernbly requested all
ofgans, organizations and bodies of the United Nations systern and other
lnter-governnental organizations rvorkihg ln the field of outer space or on
space-related natters to co-operate in the implenentation of the recor nendations of
the Conference. In that connection, the sixth session of the fnter-Agency Meeting
on Outer Space Activities is planned for October 1984 at ceneva to discuss,
inter alia' the lnplenentation of the recommendations of the Conference-

)

84-22728 1420u (E)



A/ 39 tt5L5
English
Page 2

IT, STUDIES

5. The General Assenbly, in paragraPh 1.7 of its resolution 38,/80, endorsed the
recommendation of the @rmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that, of the
study projects proposed by the Conference' the following three studies should be
carried out on a priority basis:

(a) Assistance to countries in studying thelr renote sensing needs and
assessing appropriate systerns for neeting such needs (United Nations, United
Nations Envlronment Progranme (UNEP), United Nations Developnent Programne (UNDP),
and Food and Agriculture organlzatlon of the United Nations (FAO)),

(b) Xbe feasibility of using direct broadcasting satellites for educational
purposes and of internatiohally or regionaLly olened space segnents (Untted Nationa'
united Nations Educational, Scientific and cultural organizalion (t NEsco) and
rnternational ?eleconmunication Union (ITt ) ) ,

(c) The feasibility of obtaining closer spaclng of €atellites in the
geostationary orbit and their satisfactory coexistence, including a closer
examination of techno-economic impllcations, particularly for developing countries,
in order to ensure the nost effective utilization of this orbit in the interest of
al.l countries (United Nations, ITU and other organizations).

6. fn accordance with the procedures approved by the General Assenblyr a grouP of /
experts was organized for each of the studies. states menbers of the comnlttee ' I
selected to ensure equitable geographic distribution for each grouP' were invited
to noninate experts. lhe experts were appointed by the secre tary-General and their
travel expenses were paid by the Unlted Natlons. RepresentaEives fron interesled
specialized agerrles also participated in the groups.

7. Each group held six meetings over a period of four days and reviewed a
prelininary draft study prepared by the Secretariat. The Group of Experts on
Rernote Senslng met in New York fron 2I to 24 February 1984, durlnq the twenty-first
session of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Connitteei the Group of Experts on the
Geostationary Orbit net at Geneva fron 20 to ?3 uarch' during the twenty-third
session of the Legal sub-cotnnittee, and the croup of Experts on Direct Broadcasting
Satellites for Education met at vienna from 12 to 15 ,tune, durlng the
twenty-seventh session of the conEnlttee.

8. The final draft studies, as revised and approved by the three groups of
experts, witl be subnitted to the scientlflc and Technical sub-cor nittee at its
twenty-second session for consideration and evaluation and, through it, to the
Comnittee for reconnendation for appropriate action.

III, UNITED NATIO}TS PNOGRAMT4E ON SPACE APPLICATTONS

9. fn its resoluLion 37/90 of 10 Decenber 1982, the ceneral Assembly endorsed the
recornnendations of the conference that the United Nations Progranrne on space
Applications should be directed towards seven specific objectives (para, 7 (a) /
through 7 (S)). The plans of action for carrying out these activities are contalned I
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in docunent A/AC.I05/3L3, entitled 'Translation of spac€-appl ications-related
recortrfiendat ions of the Second United Nattons Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of outer Space into operational progranunesn.

10. In 1984, the Programe conducted tno short-term training courses on remote
sensing applicatlons. The first, on forestry, was organized in cotlaboration with
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicst the second, on
aquaculture, was organized ln collaboration with the covernrnent of lta1y and FAO.
$do rdorkshops were also conducted in collaboration with the Corf,rlttee on Space
Research (COSPAR): (i) renote sensing of interest to developlng countriest and
(ii) promotlon of space research in developing countries. Planned for 1985 are tvro
short-tern training courses oh remote sensing (on operational agrometeorology and
forestry); one workshop (on renote sensing instrutnentation and its utilization in
data acquisition and analysis) i and a meeting (dn advances in space science and
technology) .

11. fn pronoting the devetopnent of indigenous capabillty, the Progranme avrarded
14 long-range fellowships ln 1984 for in-depth trainlng of participants frorn
developing countrles in the areas of teleconmunications, satellite meteorology and
renote sensing (infornation systems and aerial photogeodesy). The fellordshiPs were
provided by Menber States (two by Austria and nine by the USSR, t{hich offered
10 fellowships) and bD' the European space Agency (EsA). ft is anticipated that
these offers will be renewed in 1985. The covernment of Brazil also has offered,
for 1985, l0 sinilar, long-range fellowships for in-depth training in rernoce
sensing for candidates fron developing countries.

12. other approaches to the developnent of lndigenous capabillty at the local
level will be extensively explored during the planned series of United Nations
fnter-National workshops on space Technology Applications wlthin the Framework of
Educational Systems. Ihe first of these vrorkshopE is scheduled for 1985 and is
being organized ln co-operation with the covernment of Indla, for the benefit of
Member States in the Econonic and SociaL Comnission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) region. Participants h'111 lnclude educators fron technical lnstltutions
and universltles and those r,rithih the governrnent adninistration responsible for the
planning and developrnent of national educatlonal programnes. Durlng these
$orkshops, participants will be exposed to the role of space technology in national
development and to the process of lntroducing aspects of this technology into
national educational curricula. Ihe reorkshops rrill also address, inter alia,
current and future trends of space technology and the availability of potential
resources that can be used as educational naterials in the areas of space science
and technology.

13. Wlth reference to the nandate on technical advisory services, the ceneral
Assembly reguested Mernber States to provide information on their needs and reguests
in speclfic areas of space applicatlons, Itle responses of Menber states on this
subject have been analysed and published in documents A/AC.1054.141 to
A,/AC.I05/L.I44. these documents are belng used as background infornation for the
thtergoverntnental meetings of experts on space science and Eechnolo,gy and its
applicatlons, being convened under the Unlted Natlons programne on Space
Applicalions in the various reglons. These intergovernmental me€tlngs are focusing
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on approprlate space applications projects at regional levels, including the
asslgntnent of priorities to these projects, and the establishment of funding
procedures for thelr implenentation, lrlre first of these neetirgs of experts was
held at Jakarta frorn 23 to 25 !'tay 1984 for the beneflt of Member states ln the
ESCAP region. Technical advisory missions erere undertaken in 1984 to colonbla,
Costa Rica, cl.prus, Ecuador and uexico at the request of the Governments
concerned. Additlonal consultative rnissions are planned to the Economic comniss ion
for Africa (EcA), the EconoNnic conmission for western ABla (EEWA) and EscAP reglons
for the latter part of 1984 and for 1985,

IV. INTERNATIONAL SPACE INT'ORT'IATION SERVICE

14. In paragraph 8 of its resolution 37/9O, t-he ceneral Assenbly decided to
establish an fnternational Space fnfornation Servlce, initlally consisting of a
directory of sources of infornation and data services to provlde direction upon
request to accesslble data banks and lnfornation sources. The activities designed
for the implernentatlon of the Service are contalned in paragraphs 17 and 18 of
document A/AC.LO5/313. In inplenenting this rnandate' the unlted Nations 

' 
organi zed

an fnternational liteeting of Experts on Remote Sensing fnformation Systens at
Feldafing and oberpfaffenhofen from 7 to l-l uay 1984 that was hosted and
co-sponsored bV the Governnent of the Federal Republic of Gernany. The nechanisns
to establish a viable clearing-house, initially on remote sensing informatlon
systens, were reviewed at this neeting, and action Progranmes to achleve this goal
were reconmended. As a dlrect follon-up action, and through voluntary
contributiona from Menber states and interested international space agenciesr the
United Nations is plannlng to establish an on-Iine terminal at the Secretariat so
that it could galn access to existing data sources and infornation centres on
dif,ferent aspects of space science and technology in order to be able to Provide
infornation, on request, to Menber States.

V. STNENGTHENING OF THE OUTER SPACE AFFAIRS DIVISION
OF TITE SECRETARIAT

15. fn paragraph 9 of its resolution 37/90, tt.e General Assembly requested the
Secretary-ceneral to strengthen the Outer Space Affalrs Division of the secretariat
with an appropriate augnentation of technical personnel. on the basis of that
resolution, a ternporary P-5 post was establlshed for 1983 for a technica-
speclalist on space sclerre and technology in relation to the three studies
referred to ln paragraph 5 above, FoE the blennlurn 1984-1985, this tenporary post
has been rnaintain€d for the follow-up activities of the conference, including the
studies.

VI. VOI,gNTAPY COT\'TR IBI}T IONS

15. In paragraph 10 of lts resolutlon 37/90, the General Assembly alryealed to all
covernnents to nake voluntary contrlbutions, elther in noney or in kind, toflards
carrying out the recomflendations of the conference. fn his note verbale of



)

A/39/sls
English
Paqe 5

11 lfarch 1983, the sec retary-General brought thl€ paragraph to the attention of
uember States particularly with respect to the nenly mandated and exPanded
activities of the united Nations prograrnme of space APPlications. The ember
states and one intergovernmental oEganization which resPonded to it up to
3l August 1983 were llsted in the Secretary-General' s last rePort on this
sub-item (A/39/4L21. Additional contributions iter€ subsequently recelved fron
Austria, Carneroon and Pakiatan.

17. The General Assenbly, ln paragraph 10 of its resolution 38,,/80, enphasized the
urgency and inportance of inplementing fuuy the recomnendatlons of the Conference
as early as possible. the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comnlttee of the Corunittee
on the Peaceful gses of outer space, tn response to that resolution, requested the
secretarlat to invite l.4enber States to subnit their viens on future projects in
order further to inplenent the reconmendatlons of the conference' and to rePort
thereon to the Cofimlttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer SPace at its tnenty-seventh
sesslon. At the sane time' the sub-cormittee urged llernber States to consider
providing additional voluntary contEibutions to that end.

18. fn pursuance of the sub-cottEilttee I s reguest' the secretary-General, in a note
verbale dated 2 March 1984, asked Member States to comnunicate their views on the
above subjects. As at f0 August 1984, replies had been received fron Belgiutl,
Burkina Faso, cuba, Hungary. saint vincent and the Grenadlnes and Uganda (see
document A/Ac.IOsn.I47 and Add.l and 2). Followlng an aPPeal to Member states by
the Comtlttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its tlgenty-seventh session in
June 1984, the sec retarlFceneral ' in his note verbale dated 24 August 1984'
requested thern to comnunl.cate their vlews on the subjects.

VII. REGIONAL IT'ECFANISU OF CO-OPEAATION

19. fn pursuance of General Assembly resolution 38/80, the Secretariat continued
Its efforts to strengthen the regional rnechani$nE of co-oPeration in carrylng out
various activities in the implenentation of the recommendations of the Conference,
ln partlcular those relatlng to the Unlted Natlons Progratme of space Appllcations'

20. As indlicated in paragraph 13 above, the ltnited Nations organized a Regional
Meetlng of Bxperts on space science and Technology and its ApPlicatlons at ilakarta
in 198,1 for the benefit of Menber States in the EscAP region. A slnllar neeting of
experts in the Econonic comnission for Latin Amerlca (ECLA) region, to be hosted by
the Government of Argentina, originally scheduled for March 1984, will be organized
in 198 5.

2I. Ihe Government of Poland hae offered to act as ho6t to an interregional centre
for renote senslng, $hich it is seeking to establish in co-oPeration l,ith the
Departnent of Technical Co-operation for Developnent of the Secretariat and ITNDP.
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Notes

!/ Report of the Second Uniced Nations conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Vlenna, 9-21 Auqust 1982 (A,/CONF.101/10 and
Corr.l and 2).

Z/ orr Records of
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