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The International Union of Catholic 1'J'omen's Leagues considers tha.t th~

draft Convention and draft Protocol, submitted to the Conference of

Plenipotentiaries on the Status of Refugees and Stateless Persons represents

as a. whole a marked improvement in the lot of such persons, and therefore

expresses the hope that the Conference will not reduce the scope of the above-
.....

mentioned drafts in the international instruments sub~tted to Governments for

signature and ratification.

l-loreover, the International Union of Catholic 1iomen' s Leagues earnestly

requests the Conference to make good certain important omissions in the existina

draft Convention:
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Hention is made in the pree.mble to the dra.ft Convention, of assuring

refugees lithe widest possdb'Le exerci.se of these f'undanental rights and freedoI:lslI.

Of these funda.c.ental freedoms .. thr.t of pra.ctising their religion, of

manifesting it by religious worship, instruction and education, has been

omitted from the present· draft.

It is therefore desirable to introduce an article, or even a special

chapter, safeguarding this freedom.. in accordance with the spirit in which the

Convention is being dra'WIl up.

11

Another essential right of refugees is their right to ma~ntain their

familv unityJ which is a natural and funda.c.ental el9mont of society. In the

life of refugees, this unity is constantly threatened by various l~aSUres

relating to their admission to countries .. to pertlission for therl to work) etc.

It is therefore' r.1ost desirable that a. new article should be inserted in

chapter V ("Adl'tlnistrative measures 11 ). This new c.rticle night be based on

point 13 of the "General Principles concerning the ?rotection of Migrants"

adopted by the Second Conference of Non~overnnentalOrgeniz~tions Interested

in Migration (Geneva, 16 - 22 ~U1rch 1951), which reads as follows:
I

"Since the family is 'the natural and fun<1.'1.Llental unit of so··ier.-y',

it. shall be protected a.nd migrants shnll have the rieht to preserve

its unity. The measures necessary to preserve that unity must be

guaranteed. 1.vhen the head of a family s.:l.tisfies the necessary

conditions for adrrdssion to a. countryJ his dependants shall thereby

become eli'gible for adr.1ission".
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