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Actions for Accelerating & Strengthening the UN Response

The Regional Strategic Action Plan on Young People aims to provide a
framework to guide United Nations’ regional and country level action in the area
of young people, ensuring that the requisite leadership and teamwork exists to
respond to the needs of young people throughout the Arab States / Middle East
and North Africa region.

The Regional Strategic Action Plan on Young People is a set of leadership
commitments and core actions for the UNDG, which contains the essential
elements and priorities for an effective and comprehensive response. It provides a
common approach and a tool for continuous improvement and refinement of the
strategic response necessary to address the myriad needs of young people in the
region.

In the context of the new round of CCAs and UNDAFs for 2010-11, it is hoped that
these regional strategic youth priorities will translate into concrete actions at
country level that would contribute to accelerating the achievement of the MDGs.
This will ensure that national development plans and strategies reflect adequate
and comprehensive attention to youth concerns and with emphasis on youth
participation, provide them the opportunities to influence development processes
that will shape their future.

Aim of the Regional Strategic Action Plan on Young People

e Scaling up regional evidence-based responses in the Arab States/ MENA by
concerting efforts to assist countries in the Region to achieve the goals and
targets of the World Programme of Action on Youth and other key related UN
Commitments;

e Ensure harmonization and synergy. of the UNDG’s technical and financial
cooperation to better support country efforts;

e Launch an intensified and concerted action to strengthen national policies and
programs in favor of young people;

e Strengthen programming among the most at-risk and marginalized young
people guaranteeing special attention to vulnerable groups, such as young
people living in conflict areas, refugees, out-of-school young people, orphans,
young people with disabilities, and adolescent girls, among others.
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Leadership Commitments and Core Actions

This Regional Strategic Action Plan on Young People provides some overall
guidance for joint UN action in the region, keeping in mind that such action may
vary depending on the local context in each country. The Strategic Action Plan
brings together some key elements resulting from the accumulated experience in
programming for young people in the Region. The Regional Strategic Action
Plan on Young People proposes some specific commitments together with a set
of essential actions by which the UNDG Arab States/ MENA can harmonize their
support to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of their actions.

The Plan also proposes some deliverables that together can provide a basis for a
coordinated UN action in support of successful responses.

Commitment 1.- To ensure leadership for an extraordinary and immediate ;
response to the needs and challenges facing young people in the Arab States |
MENAERegion. S

S

Core actions:

1. Provide leadership and strengthen policy dialogue on young people with
governments in the region to increase political commitment to establish
young people as a priority issue for their respective national development
agendas.

2. Strengthen national commitment to young people by intensifying support
to the development and implementation of national policies that will be
able to achieve a broad-based multisectoral mandate in favor of young
people.

! Commitment 2.- To mobilize the necessary technical and financial
. resources in support of the development and implementation of National
. Policies and/or Strategies on Young People, as well as sectoral polici '
strawgies addressing the needs Gf youngpeople.

Core actions:

1. Advocate for, and mobilize, national and international technical and
financial resources in support of policies and programming for young
people.

2. Position young people as a cross cutting priority and mainstream
programming for young people at all institutional levels of the UNDG
agencies, and boost the availability of human resources and the
institutional capacities of the UN and key partners required to address
issues related to young people in the Arab States/ MENA region.

- Strategic Action Plan on Young People




3. Ensure harmonization and coordination within and among the UNDG
organizations, particularly at the country level, through the mechanism of
UN Theme Groups on Young People and/or the UNCT.

. Commitment 3.- To promote the full and meaningful participation of young
. people in the development, lmplementatlon and evaluation of relevant national
pollcnes and programs.

s i shavibtbss v

it : i

Core actions:

1. Provide opportunities for young people to speak out and have their voices
heard in policy making and implementation processes;

2. Affirm and strengthen the capacity of young people at the local level to be
assertively involved in all aspects of the responses.

Commitment 4. - To actively seek out and establish partnerships required to
address issues facing young people among the public sector and civil society,
including the private sector, media, faith-based orgamzatlons and young people
themse!ves. . : :

Core actions:

1. Strengthen partnerships among UNDG members and with other strategic
organizations and institutions, including those not traditionally engaged in
youth-related issues.

2. Foster alliances required to improve access to essential information,
services and commodities for young people.

Commitment 5.- To support countries in the region in establishing and 3
strengthening a data collection and monitoring and evaluation system.

Core actions:

1. Facilitate the establishment of a regional data collection and monitoring
and evaluation systems that would serve overall national and regional
monitoring and evaluation needs, including the needs linked to monitoring
progress towards the realization of UN and MDG goals and commitments
related to young people, in particular the WPAY.
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2. Support the collection of relevant monitoring and evaluation data that
would provide strategic information to guide policies and actions, and
serve to monitor progress in the implementation of international and
regional commitments.

Mmumm To meet the spec:al needs of most- at-rlsk young people, 5
including young people living in conflict areas, refugees, out-of-school young |
people, young people in juvenile detention / correctional institutions, orphans,
. young people with dlsabllmes, adalescent girls and youth who engage in HIV-
- risk behaviours. e v

Core actions:

1. Strengthen advocacy efforts to raise awareness of the situation of most-at-
risk young people and stimulate increased investments for programming
targeting these populations.

2. Enhance the abilities of most-at-risk young people to effectively contribute
their knowledge, skills and voices as a force for change.

3. Promote the development of outreach strategies, including information,
education, commodities and services for most-at-risk young people.

4. Address gender-based inequalities in access to information and services
and promote the rights of the adolescent girl.

NB: Deliverables included below do not represent bilateral actions from independent
agencies or partnerships between a few, but a true collaborative process to enhance

programming and advocacy efforts in favour of young people.
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