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Definition of the term '"refugee!

i. For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "refugee" shall apply

o any person whos

(1) Has been considered a refugee under the arrangements of 12 May 1926
and 30 June 1928 or under the Conventions of 28 October 1933 and 10 February
1938, the Protocol of 14 September 1939 or the Constitution of the

International Refugee Organization;

Decisions as to eligibility taken by the Tnternational Refugee
Organization during the period of its activities shall not prevent the
status of refugee being accorded to persons who fulfil the conditions of

paragraph 2 of the present article;

(2) As a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951 in Europe,
or in Burope and other continents, as specified¢in a statement to be made
by each High Contracting Party at 'he time of signature, accession or

ratification, and owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for
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rcasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social
group or pelitical opinion, is outside the country of his nationality
2nd is unable or, owing to such fear is unwilling to avail himself of the
protection of thaet country; or who, not having a nationality and being
outside the country of his former habitual residence, is unable or is

unwillinzy to return to it

the caz: ¢l 2 perscn who has rore than one naticnality, the above ternm

=~

"th: country of his naticnality" shall mean any of the countries of which he isy
national, 2nd 2 porson shall not be deemed to be lacking the protection of the
country of his nationality if, without any valid reason based on well-founded
f.ar, he has not availed hinsclf of the protecction of one of the countries of

which he is a notioncl.

B. Th: present Conventicn shall cease to apply to any person felling under the

terms of scction & if:

(1) HKe h~s voluntirily rcavailed himself of the protuction of the country

cf nis netionality; or

(2) Heving lost his nationality, he has voluntarily reacquired it; or

(3) He nes acquired a new nationality, and cnjoys the protuction of the

country of his ncw natiociality; or

(4) He hes voluntcrily re-established himself in the country which he left

or outside which he remained owing to fear of pvrsecution; or

(5) He con no longer, bocazuse the circumstances in connuxlon with which

he has beun roco nized ~s a refugee have ceasud to exist, continue to

refuse to «vail hinsclf of the protection of the country of his nationality,
Frovided that tiis parasraph shell pot apply to rcefugees falling

wnder section A{1) of this Article who arc able to invoke compelling

reasons arising out of previous persccutions for refusing to aveil them-

selves of the protuction of the country of nationality,

(6) Being a persen who has no naticnality he is, because the circumstzances

ir cennexion with which he has b m recognised as a refugee have ceased to

exist, able to rcturn to the country of his former habitual residence,



Provided that this peragraph shall not apply to a refugee falling
under scction A{l) of this Article who is alle to invoke compelling reasons
arising out of pruvious persccutions for refusing to return to the

country of his habitual residence.

¢, The present Convention shall not apply to persons who arc at present

receiving from other organs or agencies of the United Nations protection or

agsistance.,

when such protection or assistance has ceased for any reason, without the
nosition of such persons being definitively settled in accordance with the

relevant resolutions adopted by the United Nations Gencral assembly, they shall
ipso_facto be entitled to the benefit of this Convention.

D. The present Convention shall not apply to a person who is recognized by the
competent authorities of the country in which he has takcn residence as having

the rights and obligations which arc attach.d to the possession of the national=

ity of that country.

E, The provisions of the present Convention shall not apply to any person with

respect to whom there are sericus reasons for considering that:

() he has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime agoinst
hunmanity, as defined in the intcrnational instruments drawn up to make
prowision in respcct of such crimes;

(b)* he has comnitted a serious crime under common law oulside the
receiving country prior to his admission to that country as a refugee;

(¢) he has beun guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and principles

of ithu United Nations.

F. If & Controcting State decides to add to tho definition of the term 'refugee!
containcd in the present article persons in othor categorics, including such 28
may be recormended by the General assembly, it shall notify the sceretary~General
of the United Nations, who shall rcquest the other Contracting statcs to infomm
hinm whether ﬁhey accept thet cxtension as far as it concerns thenm and, if so, when
it may be considercd as entering into force in their territory. The Soeretary- ’

General shall notify all Contrzcting States of any decisions taken in the matter.

%  Paragraphs (b) and (¢) ‘were adoptcd cn the basis of the French text, The
above is a translatien,



