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Decisions as to eligibility taken by the IDternationa1 Refugee

Organization during the period of its activities shall not prevent the

status of refugee being accor-ded to persons who fulfil the conditions of

paragraph 2 of the present article;

Text of Article 1 adopted by the Conference
on 2J July 1951

(1) Has been considered a refugee under the arrangaments of 12 May 1926

and .30 June 1928 or under the Conventions of 28 October 1933 and 10 February

1938, the Protocol of 14 Septmaber 1939 or the Constitution of the

International Refugee Organization;

(2) As a result of events occurring before 1 January 1951 in Europe,

or in 1urope and other continents, as specifie~in a statement to be made

by each High Contracting Party at Ihe time of signature, accession or

ratification, and owing to well·-founded fear of being persecuted for
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A. For the purposes of the present Convention, the tern IIrefugee ll shall apply

to any person who,
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reasons of race~ r~li6ion, nationality, membership of a particular social

group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality

~nd is un~ble or, owins to such fear is unwilling to avail hllusclf of the

protuction of th~t country; or who, not haVing a nationality and being

outside the country of his former habitual residence, is unable or is

unwillin~ to r~turn to it;

1. th3 C:1S.: :..,;: 2. pc r scn who has no re than one nationality, the above term

IIthJ country of n i.s n3.t:.vnalityll shall mean any of the countries of which he is a'

national, 3.nd a purson shall not be dcem~d to be l~cking the protection of the

country of his nat.LonaH ty if, without any valid reason bas ed on well-founded

f_:1r, h~ h2S not avnil~d h~.Jsulf of the prot8ction of one of thu countries of

whicn he is a nz.t.i onc.L,

B. The prcscrrt Convcnticr. shall cease to apply to any person falling under the,
t,~r.::s of sect ion r. :"f:

(1) He h"',d volunt:.rily rvavaa.Led himself of the protl,.;ction of the; country

of his nationality; 8r

(2) nC'.ving lust his nationality, he has voluntarily r'eacqui.red it; or

(3) .-,':' hz.s aC~luired a new mtionality, and en joys the prot cctd.cn of the

country of his nl,.;w mtioi.ality; or

(4) H~ has vuluntc.rily re-established hll~sclf in the countr,y- which h~ left I

or out side "Thich he rGuain\Jd owing to fear of p"rsccution; or

(5) Ho ccn no longer, b. cuueo t.ho circwnstances in conne xi.on with v,hich

he h~s bJ¥n r¥co~nized ~s a rc;fugee have ce~Sljd to eXist, continuc to

r ef'uso to ':v.:til hi',se:lf of t.he protection of the count-ry of his nationality.

Provi.dcd t.h at. t::is paro..:;ro.ph shaLl, not apply to rduge0s falling

unde r section h( 1) of this Article who art; ab.l e to Lnvo ke compdling

rc~sons o.risin~ out of previous persvcutions for refusing to avo.il them­

sclv~s of thl,.; p~otvction of the country of nationality.

(6) Be-ing a pe r-scn who has no natLnality he. is, because the circUJ:lst,,-nces

in ccnncxi on with whi ch he has b- .n re cogmscu as Cl refugee hav., ceased to

exist, ab.Le to return to the count-ry of his former habitual r8sidencc.
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~rovided that this paragraph shall not apply to a refugee falling

under soction A(l) of this Article who is ~~le to invoke compelling rensons

arising out of prvvious uorSGcutions for refusing to return to the

country of his habitual residenc~.

c. The presJnt Conv0ntion shall not npply to persons who ar~ at present

receiving fro~ other organs or agencies of the Unit8d Nations protection or

assistance.

~fuen such protection or assistance has ceased for any reason, without the

,osition of such persons being dofinitively settled in accordance with the

relevant resolutions adopted by the United Nations Gen0ral Assembly, they shall

ipso f~cto be ~ntit10d to the benefit of this Convention.

D. The present Convention shall not apply to a person who is recognized by tho

compotent authorities of the country in ~mich he h~s taken residence as having

the rights and obligations which arc attachvd to the possession of the nntional­

ity of that country.

E. The provisions of the prosont Convention shall not apply to any person with

r~spoct to whom there are serious reasons for considvring thnt:

Ca) ho has committed a crime against peace, a war crime, or a crime ~g~inst

humanity, as defined in th0 inturnational instruments drawn up to wake

proVision in respect, of such crimes;

*(b) he hns com~itt0d a serious crll~e undur common law outside the

receiving country prior to his ~dr.ussion to tLat country as a r-efugee ;

(c) he has been guilty of acts contrary to the purposes and principles

of th~ Unit~d Nations.

F. If a Contracting State d0cidus to add to the definition of the. term 'refugee!

contain0d in the present art.icle persons in other catGgori0s, including such ~s

may bo rBcotmonded by the Gondral Assenbly, it shall notify the ciocretar,y-Gencral

of the United Nations, who shall r0qu0st the other Contracting ~tatcs to inform

hL~ whuth~r they ~ccupt th~t Qxtcnsion as far as it concerns them and, if so, when

it may be considur0d as entGrin~ ll1to force in their territory. Tho Svcretary­

Gun0ral shall notify nll Contr~cting Status of any decisions taken in the.: mntter.

* Paragraphe (b) and (c) 'were adopt.od on the basis of the French text.: The
above is a tran6lati~ •

•.... -....' •. _. '-.
. .. _. . I


