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r' At its lst prenary meeting, on lB septenber r9g4, the cenerar Assembry, inaccordance with rule 29 of.its rul"" 
"f 

pi"iiiui", .nnorna.u a Credentialscornnittee for its thirty-ninth session consistiig of the forlorrrng !,!enber states:Bhutan, China, Cuba, Equatorial cyin:a, ttaly. fvory coast, paraguay, Union ofsoviet Socialist Republics and United States of tuter ica.
2. The Credentials Comnlttee held its .lst meeting on ll October 1984.
3. Mr. Dago Tsherlng (Bhutan) nas unanl.mously elected Chairman.

SESSION

4' The comnittee haal before it a menorandurl by the secre tary-ceneral, dated. l0 october 1994, on the statua ot credeniia:-s of representatives to thethirty-nrnth sessron of the cenerar e.""-iiv. The nremorandu, inai""t"a that, as at' r0 .ctober' credent ials 
-issued by ttre ne"a oe state or c"u"ri."nt-", uv tt"Mlntster for Foreign affairs, 

""'pi""rJii-ror rn rule zz "i-ii,"".ries of procedureof the cenerar Assemblyr-ha6 been subnitted bJ 
_127 

uember State' (Afghanrstan,Albania, Algeria, Aust-ralia, m"[ri"l- iif,"iras, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bergiurn,Belize, Bhutan, Bolivla, Botswana, siun;i-D"rur"alan, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundl,Byelorussran soviet- socialist Rep;blic; i.i.toon, central African Republic, chaat,' Chile, China, Colornbia, ComoroE,-C"ngo, Co"a" Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,Denocratic Kampuchea, Denmark, i:it"uti,-ui sarvador, sqr.t i"i'eiinea, Ethropia,FiJi, Flnrand, France, cabon, ce;nan Democratic nepuutiJ, c".*iy]-".u"ra1 Repubricof, chana, Guatenala, cuinea, euh"._si"r"u, cuy.n., ruiii , ilrri,lr"", Hungary,IceLand, fndonesia, 
. 
Iraq, Irelahd, r"ri.i,-rt.fy, Ivory co""t, J"r.i"a, ilapan,'tordan' Kenva' Kueait, Lao peopreis n puiiic, r,ib€ria, Libyan'eiaLamarrirrya,._ Luxenbourg, Madagascar, t{afawi, ualaysia, ialdives, 

".ff, ".ia"rturitiua, ti{exico,.J
8{-23998 r333i (B)
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Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal' Netherlands' Nei' zeatand' Niger' Nigeria'

o,rnan, Pakistan' Panama ' raiua' wew- cu inea' Paraguay' Peru' Philippines' Poland '
Portugal, Qatar' Roman it;-;;;t;" ' saint Lucia' sanoa ' sao Tone and Principe'

sauali Arabia. seyctreltesi Ji"ii"'*""t' singaPore' sornalia' spain' sudan' suriname'

swaziland. sweden, sv.iri oiui Republic, Thairand, Togo, Trinidad and robago'

Tunisia' Turkey, Ugandar Ukrainiai soviet socialist Republlc' Union of soviet

socialist Republics' u"tt;- A;;; ;mirates' united Kingtlon of Great Britain and

Northern rreland, unitea-ntpoiiic of Tanzania' United States of Arnerica' Uruguay'

venezuela' viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia' zaire and zanbia) '

5. The Legal Counsel explained to the comnittee that the Secretary-General I s

menorandurn related solely'to the Member states that had subnitted formal

credentials in "ccoraa"cl 
etith rule 27 of the- rules of procedure of the General

Assenbly. The Legal a"on=tl indicated also that at a laler stage the

secretary-Generar woura flp"ti t" the comnittee on the credentiats of

representativ.t or otner i'trnier staees ParticiPating in the thirty-ninth session

whose fornal credentiatl 
'ita--i"t 

been rlceived at the tine of the corunitteers

lst neeting '
5. Statements relatlng to the credentiats-of the representatives of the Member

states referred to in tie sec retary-General ' s 
. 
memorandun were rnade by the

representatives of the ii.rl. ii-i"'"rei sociarist Repubrics, cuba' china, the united

States of America, the Ivory Coast' Italy and Paraguay'

7. The representative of the Union of Soviet soclalist Republics "t"t:;.:1":"tff" d
soviet delegation consldered it necessary !o state its positlon with re

credentials ot tne reprll;;;.;t";; of solcalled "Denocratic Kanpucheai. It rdas no

secret to anybody th"t ;;;;-;;" ''o cou''t'y caLled 'Democratic Kampuchea" either on

the geograPhical map "t-ii-ttt"f 
international Political life' There r'ras a state'

the Peoplers Republic of-iaipucnea' created by the will of the Kampuchean people '
which haat survived rh. 

';";;;-;;,niinq r"ias oi.th" unit.d states Air Force and the

qenocide of the PoI 
""t-tilnt"' 

The @vernnent of the Peoplers Republic of

iliiiit.t"., 
- t"it"l o,' tnt taJis ot free' dernocratic and universar elections' was

leaaling the country "t"Ialiy-"f"ig 
the'patb of national rebirth' under difficult

conditions, ana rerying ii-it.-"rip"ra ot rrienaly countries' the PeoPlers Republic

of (anpuchea naa attaiiei irnptt""iut -"uccess' 
in restoring the economy and buil'ling

a new 1ife. ,n. ".opr.iI 
n'prlir" of Kanpucbea consistentry Pursued a policY of

peace and co-operation .id-'.iiir.fy ancl sieatlfastly advocaled the nornalization of

lhe situation in Sot'tft-itst l"i" "rra 
the establlghrnent there of a zone of peace'

stability and co-operat;;;: il; internabional prestige of the 
-Peoplers 

Republic of

Kanpuchea h'ould 90 r'oi-"titngtt' to strength' its domestic and foreign policy

enjoyed the fult suPport of the Kampuchean peoPle ' KanPuchea had made ita choice

of the path or hrstor r::1";t;id;;'-"na "i'tiir 
prosress' and it was bevond

anyone's Power to tot"-i""*-tt'" lourse of history' The Soviet delegation

resolutely advocated resioiatfon of the lanful rignts of the Peoplers Republic of

(anpuchea in the Unitei-roti I'on= ' To give the repiesentatives of the Peoplers

R€public of Kanpuchea the lahtful right to sPeak on behalf of thelr country and the

Kanpuchean people *'outa be tbe only just solution' and would tneet the requirements

of the united Natlons &,lit.i-."a iraintain the organizationrs authority. As for !

those people vrho were ;;rii-l";" founal r,rithin thl confines of the united Natlona 
o

assuning the roLe of a"i"gttt" of so-called "Democratic Kampuchear" th
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represented no one aside from the elements that had been repudiated by the
Kanpuchean people in the course of its struggle for liberation. I'The coalition
@vernment of Dernocratic KamPuchean was nothing more than a nask vthich had been
devised to disguise the Pol Pot cllque of butchers. Their Presence v,ithin the
United Nations was an insult to the nenory of nlllions of Kanpucheans who had

fallen vlctim to the genocide engaged in by the Po1 Pot cligue, and itnpaired the
prestige of the Unlteal Nations. The Pol Pot gang, driven ou! of the country by

their own people. rnust be expelled from the uniled Natlons as well, For those
reasons the soviet detegation opposed the acceptance of the credentials of the
representatives of so-called trDenocratic Kampuchea".

8. The sane representative also stated that he lrished to reaffirrn the soviet
delegation,s positlon with regard Eo the non-acceptance of the credentials of the
delegation of the fascist r6gime in chi1e.

9. The representative of cuba stated that when, in 1979, the Pot Pot clique had

abandoned Kampuchea the world had been shocked by the barbarisn perpetrated against
the people of that country and which had been comparable only to th€ fascisn
wltnlssed aluring the second world war. There had been persecutions, lorture and
nass assassinations, atrocities difflcult to understand. The Pol Pot clique had

attacked its own people in a genocidal nanner and novt ctaimed to represent them.
under a popular Government, che Kanpuchean people vrere now attempting to heal the
wounds of the past. There was no longer the phanton city of Phenon Penh left
behind by the PoI Pot clique, The Promising reality of the Kampuchea of today
shoutd be recognized by che united Nations. The covernnent in Phon Penh was

fuuilling the hopes of the people and, accordingly it vrould be absurd to recognize
the butchers of Pol Pot as the rePresentative of KanPuchea. Ttre sole
representalive of the people was lhe Government chosen by them, the Governnent of
the People's Republic of Karnpuchea. It was that Governtnent that should represent
Kampuchea in the United Nations.

10. The representative of china stated that, with regard to the question of Ehe

credentials of Denocratic Kampuchea, j.t was conmon knowledge tbat Democratic
Katnpuchea since lts founding vras a full Menber of the united Nations and that tbe
representatives of Denocratic Xampuchea had participated in all the previous
sessions of lhe General Assembly and in all kinds of other international
conferences on behalf of the XanPuchean peoPle. Those ltere undeniable historical
facts. In accordance with the purposes and prineiples of the united Nations
charter, the legitinacy of a state should never be challenged just because the
state had been subjected to foreign aggression. Moreover' in the case of
Denocratic xampuchea, its Coalition Government rras effectively leading the
patriotic arrned forces and People of that country in a just struggle against
foreign invasion, and they hadl achieveal nurnerous victories. Denocratic (amPuchea

was a peaceful, neuLral, independent and non-aligned sovereign State. The

credentials of the rePresentatives of Denocratic Kanpuchea to the
thirty-ninth session of the General Assenbly were fully authentic and valid as they
conforned entirely to the relevant provisions of the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly and to the requirenents of the United Nations. The Chinese
del-egation reaffirrned its acceptance of lhe credentials of the representatives of
D€nocratic Kanpuchea, It Objected to any attenpt to legitinize foreign aggression
against Kampuchea and nould never allow a puppet rdgine propped uP by force by

foreiqn aggressor troops to be imposed on the united Nations.
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II. The same repregentative reiterated the Chlnese delegatlon's position that thefact that Mr. Dost of Afghanistan had been pernitted to participate in the
thirty-ninth sesslon of the cenerar Assenbry should not be interpreted as an
acguiescence in the status guo resulting fron armed invasion in Afghanlstan.

L2- The representative of the unlted states of Anerica stateal that he found ithighly ironic to hear that the sutrT)orters of the Khmer Rodge had suddenly
discovered hunan rights. The credentials of Dernocratlc Kampuchea were in order andfulfilled the requirements of rule 27 of the rulea of procedure. Those cEedentials
had been accepted at prevlous sessions of the ceneral Assernbly and shouLdl be
accepted for the current session. The subslance of the situation in tbe area would
be debated at a later stage in the approprlate forum.

13. The same representatlve regretted that the Soviet delegation had raised
objections to the credentials of chile. Those credentials nere in order and there
was no basis whatever for questioning their acceptance by the Credentials
Codnittee. In his view the Soviet objection meant nerely that the Sovlet Union dial
not like the covernment of Chile. If all ignored the technlcal nature of our
respons ibil it ies and instead obJected to the credentials of covernnents that thev
dld not like then chaos would reign.

14. The representative of the united states added that out of respect for the
technical nature of the credentlals exercise his delegation had not bbjected to the
credentials of the representatives of Afghaniatan but that was not to be
interpreted to mean acquiescence in the situatlon that exist as a result of lhe
foreign aggression that that country had suffered from the North. namely, fron the
soviet Union.

15. The rePresentative of the lvory Coaat stated tht dialogue as the rnaln todl for
settling all disputeE in international relatlons rernained the corner-stone of the
fvory Coastrs foreign policy. Dlalogue did not necessarily mean agreenent or
approval of a glven policy. The Ivory Coas! fully believed in that prlnciple for
the peacefur settrement of disputes and nas a fervent defender of the principte of
universal-ity nithin the United Nationa system. It was in that splrit that his
delegatlon had exanined lhe credentials of delegations to the thrlty-nlnth seasion
to ensure that they were in accordance with the provislons of rule 2? of the ruLe€rof procedure. Arl the credentials subnitted trere in accordance $ith that rule,
were valid and should be accepted. Acceptance of those credentials by hig
delegatlon ln no way inplied that lt had taken a poaition with respect to any
dispute currently taking place in international relatlone.

15. The representative of rtaly stated that h16 country had al9ays supported the
validity of the credentials of the representatives of Denocratic Kanpuchea which
had a).ways been accepted by the Generat Assernbly. Those credentials were fully in
accordance hrith rule 27 of the rulea of procedure and, since the situatlon had
renained unchanged, there vrere no grounds for adopting a different attitude .at the
current session.

L7. The representative of paraguay stated that his del-egatlon regarded the
nemorandum by the secretary-ceneral as reflecting fully the validity of the
credentiaLs subnitted. rn the case of the credentials of the representatlves of
Denpcratic Kanpuchea, Paraguay reaffirmed its position that those credentLals reere
valid.
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lg. The sarne representative adaled that rdith resPect to the credentials of the
representatives of chile there were no legal grounds on nhich to challenge that
country I I credentials.

19. The representative of the Soviet Union stated that his delegation considered
thab the pronouncenents which had been made in the committee r,tilh regard to the
Denocratic Republic of Afghanistan - a sovereign and non-allgned country, and a
full nenber of the organlzation - were comPletely out of place and were based on a

nalicious dlstortion of the hlstorical facts and realities. ?he conrnents by lhe
representatives of the United States and Chlna could only be regarded as an exanple
of- psychological warfare and an inadnlsslble attenPt to intervene in the internal
affalrs of a state Member of the united Nations in vlolation of the charter and
contrary to the interests of nornalizing the gituation in South-west Asia and

providing a favourable attosphere for negotiations being conducted through the
personal representatlve of the Secretary-General of the United Natlons.

20. The Chairnan proposeat that, taklng lnto account the statenents that had been

made by the Legal counsel and by the nenbers of the conunittee fhich ttould be

reflectedl in the conrni ttee t s report, the committee should adoP! the fotlowing draft
reEolution:

iThe credentials connittee,

"Havinq exanined the credentials of the rePresentatives to the
Urirty-ninttt seiilon of the cenerral Assenbly of the Menber states referred to
ln paragraph 4 of this rePort,

ITaking into account the various reservations exPressed by delegations
during the debate,

"3sgeE, the credentials of the rePreaentat ives of the Menber States
concerned. rl

2L. The draft resolution proposed by the chairman was adopted $ithout a vote.

22.ThecbairnEnthenProposedthattheconnltteeshouldreconmendtotheGeneral
Assembly lhe adoptlon of a draft resolution (see para. 241. The proposal was

adopted rri thout a vote.

23. In tbe light of the foregolng, the present feport is suhnitted to the General
Assenbly.

RECOMMENDATION OT THE CREDEMIAI,S COMMITTEE

24. ifhe Credenlials Comrniltee recomnends to the General Assembly the adoPCion of
the following draft resolutions
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The ceneral Assemblv,

Approves the first report of the Credentlals Conhlttee.

o




