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I. INTRODUCTION

t. In j.ss resolutio^ 38/204 of 20 December 1983 on "Assi6Eance to Yemen"' the
ceneral Assembly appealed to lhe developed countries and !o develoPing countries to
contribuce generously to the relief efforts and the reconstruction programme of the
ear lhguake-affected areas in Yenen. It also requested the appropri.ate

, organizations and progranmes of the United Nalions system to mainlain and expand
thei.r programme of assistance to Yemen. The Secretary-Genera I was further
requested to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-nlnth session on the
progress made in the inplernentation of the above re5olution.

II. THE EARTHQUAKE AND THE EX1ENT OF DAI{AGE

2. The Physiographic and Eectonic features of Yemen nake iE susceptible !o
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes. On 12 December L982,. an earthquake of severe
intensity (5.8-5.9 on the Richger scale) siruck the counEry' centring in Dhanar
province, Iocated in the central mountain region. Seven distrj.cts of the province

, suffered extensive devastation and loss of life. over 265,000 PeoPIe lrere
affected. A total of 42r000 residential buildings suffered damage! 25.000 were
completely destroyed and 17,000 partly damaged but repairable. Loss of hurnan Iife
has been estinated at I,500, with another 4,000 injured. communal facilities such
as goverrunental buildings (19) ' schools (80) ' mosques (650) and vtater wells (130)
were seriously danaged. According to Yemen Government sources, the overall loss as

, a result of the eartnquake is in the range of $US 2 bitlion.
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III. RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAWE

3. rrunediatery following the earthquake and at tle regues! of che covernment, the
Resident co-ordinator of !h€ united NaEions systemrs operationar AcEiviries for
Deveropnen! acted as co-ordinalor for relief assi.stance provided by the appropriateorqanizations of the united Nations systen, Member states, and non-governnental
organlzations, including the Internalional Red Cross and Red Cross/Red CreEcentSocieties. An ad hoc conuni.ttee consisting of representatlv€s designated by the
GovernmenL, embassies and consulates located in yenen, bilateral organizations,
non-governmental organizaEions and the united Nations systen, including the officeof the UniEed Nations Disaster Rellef Co-ordinagor. was established. Thisconmittee started functioning the day after the tragedy struck and meb severart'ines. Since its inception, the office of the United Nations Developnen! prograrnrne
Resi'dent Representative in sanara has acled as the secretariat for the conmittee.
The proceedings were reported by the covernment represenEative to the High
Commitlee for Disaster Relief chaireal by the prime Minisler.

4. The co-ordination rore ptayed by Ehe ad hoc committee helped lrith Lhe orderly
acquisition and suppry of the most essentill-i terns urgenlry reguired for reliefoperations. Tents. blankets. clothes, kitchen ulensils and lanps, food and
water-tank purifiers were promptly nobilized and rushed to affected areas.
Medicines and nedical services were generously provided by rnany Arab counEries.

5. Tabte I, based on information gathered by the Uniteat Nations DevelopmenE
Progranme Resident Representative in Sana'a, showg the tyDe of assistance received
frorn external sources for relief operations.

6. An i.nternational joint nission, consiscing of representatlves of the Economic
commission for western Asia. the world Bahk, the Arab Fund for Economic and sociar
Developnent ' the Kuwait Fund for Arab Econornic Developnent and the Organization of
Arab Petroreum Exporling countries, visited yenen to assess the earthquake darnage,
drav up reconstruction progranmes and estimate the costs involved. Its
recorunendations included the construction of ear thquake-r es istant dwellings, uslngtraditional building naterials in seisrnicalLy safe sites.
'7. The covernnent has launched a reconseruction progranne consisting of
three phases: (a) reliefi (b) reconstructiont and (c) assistance to ruraldevelopment. The lotat cost of the reconslruclion programme is estirnated at
2,861 million Yenen riats ($620 nillion). The retief phase was compteeed in I9g3,
although lhe provision of food, nedicine, lents and other supplies stillcontinues. The reconstruction phase wilr involve the repalr of approximatery
17,000 houses, the dj.rect construction of 15,000 houses and Che constructron Dyself-belp of some I0,000 houses. Assistance for rural developnenE in the
ear thquake-af fec ted areas wilr be organized once lhe reconstruction is compreled.
The Governmenl has established an Executi.ve Office for Reconseruction to inElenentthe reconstruction programrne.
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Table 1

Surunary of external assistance received for relief operalions 9/

Sou!ce Type of assistance

1. Menber States

Atgeria Tents and medical supPlies

Belgium Blankets

canada ' Cash grant equivalent to $175'000

Dennark i Tents

Dji.bouti Tents and medical supplies

Egypt Tenes, blankets' canned food and nedical
supPI ies

France ltelicopters' lean of geologists' tents'
blankels, clothes, r''heat ' soaP and
medical suPPIies

German Denocrat.ic Republic Tents

Gernany, Federal RePublic of Search and rescue Eean, blankets and
clothes

Indla Team of Physicians' sanitary engineer'
medicaL supPlies, and blankels

ltaly l'ledical supplies and orthoPaedic team

ilapan Cash grant equivalenL to $500'000

Jordan Team of PhYsicians

Kuuait Team of physicians and tents

Libyan Arab ilamabiriya Tean of physicians, lents' olive oil'
canned fish and dried skintned nilk

Netherlands cash grant equivalente to S50'000' tenfs'
blankets and kiEchen utensils

\ Nolway Blankets and v'ater tanks

)
onan Medical supplies' blankets and tents

/..,
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Table 1 (contj.nued )

source Type of assistance

Pakistan Team of phys lcians

Qatar Tents, blankets, team of physicians

saudi Arabia Mobile hospital and nedical staff, blood-
transfusion eguipment, oxygen, tents,
baby food, nateresses, blankets and
canned food

somaria Tents and fresh food

swiezerland Medical team, geologlsts, nedical suppl,ies,
tenfs, blankets and water purifiers

United Arab Emirates Mobile clinics and two teams of physicians
United (ingdom of creat Mealical supplies, blood_groupingBritain and Northern transfusion kies, maski, witei_purrtyinqIreland tablets, latrines, insecticides-, tencs I

and kitchen utens iIs
United States of America Team of physicians, nurses, nasks,

9eneraLors, tdater tanks, blankets,
tents and food aid for self-help
consEruction Pf ogranne

2. Non-governmental organ i zalions

British Save lhe Chilalren Fund Blankets

Bulgari.an Red Cross Clothes and canned fish
Caritas Tents, clothes and food

Caritas (Federal ReDublic Cash grant eguivalent to $41,OOOof cernany)

Cacholic Relief services c1olhes, kitchen utensil-s, tents and
blankeEs

Danish Ineernatiohal Development Cash grant eguivatent. to $3g,0OOAgency (DANIDA)

Diakonisches t{erk Cash grant equivalent to $47.000 (
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Table I (continued)

Source Type of assistance

HApitaI sans fronEiares Protein lablets

rcRs Tents

rrl.sn concern Cash grant equivalent to $100'000

rtalian firns Tents and generators

LCRS Medical tean' hosPital naterial-s' kitchen
utens iIs

diddle East Relief Service TenEs

oxford Cornmittsee foE Famlne Blankets, water tanks' videost pumPs

Relief (OXFAttl) and PlPes

Pttitips (Netherlands) Portable x-ray unit

Red Cross (Federal RePublic Tenls, waEer tanks' water Purifiers'
of Gernany) generators, nedical inslruments and

vehicles

secours populaire frangais Food

EI Shamiry CoEporalion Housing units

swedish rnternational cash glant' tents' blankets and clothes
DeveloPrnent Author ity (SIDA) (toeal vaLue equivalent to $66'567)

soBEA Cash gran! equivalent to $?'500

swedish Free Misslon water tanks

swedish save the children Fund Cash grant, blankels' blood-transfus ion
seEs. mobile heallh care and vaccination
team

Swiss Car i las

Uni.ted States Baptlst
Organj.zation

t{orld Vision

Cash grant eguivalent to $24,550

Water tanks

cash grant equivalent to $20'000
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Table I (continued)

Source Type of assistance

3. United Nations systen

Office of the Uniteal Nations 92,000 for kitchen utensilsDisaster Relief Co-ordlnator

United Nations Chil,drenrs Fund Vehicles, meallcal supplies, surgical
in€trunents, rnasks, por tabLe sprays,
wacer-purifying tablets, \dater
laboraeories, jerrycans, k itchen
utensils, blankela and tents

United Nations DeveloFnent $30,000 for tents
Programme

Uniled Nalions capital vertical and horizontal pumpsDevelopnent Fund

'lrorld Food programme $1,g77,000 for flour, pulses, vegetabl_e
oil and dried skimmed milk

United Nalions Educalional, Tean of geologistsScientific and Cultural
Organization

borrd Health organization Team of physicians, eguipnent and vehicres
valued at g2 0,00 0

4. Internacronal orqan i za lions

-

European Economic connunity cash grant, tents and nedical supplies
valued at S50 0,00 0

Islamic Conference Tents

Z/ The cash values of several contributions in kind are not readilyavairabre- The sanara christian connunity made a contribution of water tanks.
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States and8. Tab1e 2 9 ives
organ izat.i,ons for

decails of grant assistance provided by Menber
lhe reconstructlon Progralrme.

Table 2

Source Amount
(D,oUars )

Type of ass islance

Japan

Kuwait

Ne!her]-ands

Oman

0atar

Saudl Arabia

Uniled Arab Emirales

European Econonic
CommunrLy

Redd Barna (Norweg ian
Save Ehe Children
Fund)

United Nations Cenbre
for Hunan se ltlenen!/
United Nacions
DeveLopnenE Program$e/
united NaEions caPital
Developmenl Fund

3

l0

t

.'5

f

15

8

2

555 555

000 000

820 000

000 000

000 000

000 000

000 000

550 000

45 000

steel relnforcemenEs

Bullding contracts

Construction Projects

Building contracts

BuiIding contraccs

Building contracts

Building contracts

Technical assistance
and tr a in ing

CrGrtion of trainlng
cencre and bu i Id ing
schools

self -heIP construction
of 280 houses

)

4 IL is understood that contr ibutions
expected to reach SI14,000,000.

9. The reconstf,uction prograrnne for housing
and i.s expected go be cotnpleled by the end of

fron the Arab l4embe r States are

rePairs and construction is under way
r986.




