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t. The General Assembty by its resolution 2200 A (xxl) of 15 Decenber 1966

adopted and opened f"t "igitt"t"r 
iatification or accession' the rnternatlonal

covenant on Econornic, social and cultural Rlghtst the International covenant on

civllandPoliticalRightsandtheoPtionalProtocoltothelnternatlonalcovenant
on Civil and Political Right6, antt eipressetl the hoPe that the Covenants and the

opti.orraf Protocol would be signed, ratifieal ot acceded to ttithout delay an{ would

corne into force at an early date. T'he Assernbly also requested the Secretary-
General to subrnit to ft tt- its futuf,e Sessions rePorts concerning the status of
ratiflcations of the covenants and of the oPtional Protocol. In response to that
request, reports on the status of the Internatlonal covenant6 and the optlonal
pi6t"""i haie been euumittea annually to the Assenbly since lts twenty-second

session in 19 67.

2. Both covenants and the optional Protocol were oPened for signature €t New York

on 19 Decernber 1966. In aCCordance with their re4)€ctlve provislons, I/ the

International covenant on Economlc, Social and cultural Rights entered into force

on3January1976'thelnternatlona}covenantonclvilandPollticalRightsentered
into force on 23 uarch 1976, and the optional Protocol to the International
covenant on Civl1 and Political Rights, having received the requtred nunber of
ratlfications or accessions, enterid lnto force sinultaneouEly with that covenant

on 23 ltarch L9?5 '

rI{TERNATIOI.IAL COT{}ENANTS ON EUMAN RTGHTS ! STA?US OF TI'E

INTERNATIONAT COVENANT ON ECONON4IC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL

RIGHTS, T:IE INTERNATIONA.L COVENANT ON CTVIL AND POLTTICAL

RIGHTS AND TIIE OP?IONAL PR TOCOL TO THE INIERNATIONAL
COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLTTICAL RIGETS

A/39 fi-so.

84-21068 13sou (E)



A/39/46L
English
Page 2

3. By its resolution 38,416 of 16 Decenber 19g3, the General Assenbly agalninvited a1t states that had not yet done so to becone partles to both covenants, aswell as to consider acceding to ihe optional Protocol to the rnternational covenant
on civil and Polltical Rights and invlted the state€ parties to the rnternationarcovenant on civir and polrtical Rrghts to consider nakrng the decraration providedfor in article 41 of the covenant. The Assenbly also requested the secretary-General to subnit to it at its thtrty-;tnttt 

"."*ti"n a refort on the status of the
Covenants and the Optional protocol.

4. As at 1 September 1984, the Internatlonal Covenant on Econonic, social andcultural Rlghts had been ratified or acceded to by 83 States, the fnternatlohal
covenant on civrr and poriticar Rights had been ratlfled or acceded to by 80 statesand the optlonal Protocol to the rnternationar covenant on civil and political
Rights had been ratified or acceded to b,y 34 states. rn addition, 9 states hadsigned the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, I0states had signed the rnternatronar covenant on crvrr and politrcar Rights and7 states had signed the optionar protocol. The rrst of states which hive signed,ratified or acceded to the covenants and the optionar protocor and the dates ofthelr signatures, ratifications or accessrons appear in annexes r to rrr of thepresent report,

5' upoh ratification of the rnternatronal covenant on civir and poritical Rights,or subsequently, the covernments of Austria, Canada, Dennark, Ecuador, Finland,Germany' Federal Republic of, fceland, Italy, luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Nev, zealand, Norway, peru, senegal, sri lania, Sweden and the United Kingdon ofGreat Britain and Northern rrerand have nade the decraration provrded for inarticle 41 of the Covenant, recogniaing the conpetence of the Hunan Rightgcommittee establlshed under artrcr.e 2g of the clvenant to receive and consider
conununlcations to the effect that a state party claims that another state party i6not fulfilling its obrigatrons under the covenant. The provisions of articre 4rentered into force on 28 March 1979 in accordance with plragraph 2 of that arti,cre.
6. As regards the lnplenentation of the rnterhational covenant on Econonic,
:fi:l:19 cultural Rights, the sesslonal worklng croup of coverhnentat Experts onEne rmprementation of that Covenant, established in accordance $rith Economic andsocial council resolutlon Lgsz/33 of 5 uay r9g2 and council arecislon r97B/L0 of3 May 1978, held ifs srxth session at uniiJ Hattons Headquarters from lb April to
1_Ay_]?91.., The.croup was composed of the follorrlng rnenrbers etected by the Councitrron anong the states parties to the covenants Bulgaria, Dennark, rculdor, France,
German Denocratic Republic, Japan, ilordan, Kenya, Llbyan Arab .Tamahlrlya, peru,
spain, Tunisla and Union of Soviet Socialist nepublics.

7. At its slxth session, the croup of Experts considered reports submitted byStates parties under the firat, second and thlrd stages of the progranme
established by Econonic and Social council resolution IggB (Lx) of 11 May 1976concerning rights covered by articles G-9, 10-12 and 13-15 of the covenait. The
Group subnitted a report to the Economic and social councir. at its first regularsession of 1984 (E/L984/83), maklng suggestlons and recomrnendatlons concerning
lssues arising from the consideratlon of reports submitted by states parties underthe Covenant.
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8. By its resolution 1984,/9 of 24 May l-984' the Econornlc and social Council'
int"r-ifi., took note of the report of the croup of Experts lE/!984/e31, called
upon states parties to the Covenant to submlt rePorts requlred under artlcle 16

thereof, in accordance rrith the Progratnne establlshed by council re€olution
19s8 (Lx), and urged states parttes to cofiiplete the entire cycle of initial reports
before subrnitting second periodic reportst inviteat states parties to the covenant

to comply with the guidellnes establishetl by the secretary-General cohcerning the
forn and content of reports and to take note of the relevant recomendatlons of the
croup of Experts in preparlng and subrnittinq their rePorts, reguested the
specializeil agencies, on the basis of experience gained ln other bodies and of
r-eports so fai subnittetl and consialered Ly the Group of ExPerts, to rePort on the
progr."" made ln achieving the observahce of the provlslons of the covenant falllng
rrithln the scope of their activlties, in accordance Lith article 18 of the covenant

and paragraph 6 of council resolutlon 1988 (Lx) t reque6ted the GrouP of ExPerte to
continue to consider including in its report to the council brief sunrnaries of the
consideratlon of each country rePortt requested the S€cretary-General to aubnit to
the Econonic and social council at its first regular seesion of 1985 a report On

the cornposition, organization and adminiEtratlve arrangetnents of the crouP of
Experts and other bodies established ln accordance $ith existlng lnternational
instruments in the fietd of hunan rights ln order to facilitate the revlew lrhich
the counclt rdould undertake in accordance vrith lts resolution 1982/33, and decided

that the review should be conducted at an early stage during its first regular
session of 1985 to allovt enough tlme for a full discusslon of that ilqtortant
natter, taking into account aiy recommendations whlch the Group of Experts rnight

agree upon at its next session.

9. Tbe Economlc and Social council at its first regular session of 1984

re-elected Bulgaria and Spaln as tnetnbera of the GrouP for a three-year term

beginning on 1 January 1985 antt postponed to a later tlate the electlons to fiu the
vacancies fron the African, Asian and Latin Anerlcan Statea'

10. As regards the inplementation of the Internatlonal covenant on civil and

Polltical Rights, the Hunran Rights Connittee held lts twentleth 6ession at the
Unitecl tlations office at Geneva fron 24 @tober to Il Novetnber 1983' its twenty-
flrst session at United nilion. g."aquarters from 26 March to 13 APril 1984 and its
twenty-second session at the Unlted Natlons office at Geneva from 9 to
2? iluly 19S4. In accordance with artlcle 45 of the covenant and article 6 of the

option;l Protocol, the connittee has subtnitted its annual report, through the
rlonomlc and social council' to the General Assenbly at its thirty-ninth
session, !/ whLch covers the activities of the co mlttee at its twentieth'
tnenty-first and twenty-second sessions.

Notea

y Artlcle 2? of the rnternational covenant on Economic, sociaL and cultural
Rights, article 49 of the International Covenant on Clvil and Po1itical Rights and

article 9 of the optional Protocol.

2/ official ds of
supplement No. 40 ( 40)
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State

Afghanlstan

Alqerla
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados

B€19iun

Bolivla
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Republic

Carneroon

Canada

Central. African Republ ic
Chile
chlna b,/

Col.ombla

Congo

Co6ta Rica

CYprus

czechoslovak ia
Dernocratic Kampuchea

Dernocratlc peopler s Republlc
of Korea

Dennark

Doninican Republlc

Ecuador

ANNEX I

Llst of states which have slqned, ratified or acc€ded
to the fnternational Covenant on Econonic, Social and

Cultural Riqht6

Date of siqnature

l0 Decenber 1968

19 February 1968

18 December 1972

l0 Decemb€f 1973

I0 Decenber 1958

8 october 1968

19 March 1958

16 septenber 1969

21 Decenrber 1966

19 Decenber 1966

9 January 19 67

7 October 1958

17 October 1980

20 Iarch 1.968

29 septenber 1957

Date of recelpt of the
instrunent of ratification

or raccesslon

24 January !9A3 a/

l0 Decenber 19 75

l0 Septenb€r 1978

5 .tanuary L973 a/
21 April 1983

12 August f982 a/
2l September 1970

12 November 1973

27 June 1984 A/
19 taay 1976 a/
I May I98I a,/

I0 February 1972

29 October 1969

5 October I9A3 a/
29 Novernber 1968

2 April 1969

12 Decenber 1975

14 Septenber 1987 a/
6 itanuary 1972

4 ilanuary 7978 a/
5 March 1969



State

Egvpt

B.L salvador

Finland
Prance

cabon

canbia

cerrnan Denocratic RePublic

Gernanyr Federal RePublic of
cuinea
Guyana

Honduras

Hun9ary

Iceland
fndia
Iran (fslanic Republic of)
fraq
freland
Israel
Italy
ilana lca
Japan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Llberia
LiWan Arab Janahl r iya

Luxenbou rg

Madagascar

Mali

Malta
Mauritlus

Date of Elgnature

4 August 195?

21 septe$ber 1967

U october 1967

27 March 1973

9 october 1968

28 February 1967

22 August 1968

19 Decenber 1966

25 March 1969

30 Decetnber 1958

4 April 1968

18 February 1969

1 october 1973

19 Decetnber 1966

l8 alanuary 1967

19 Decenber 1965

30 May 1978

30 June 1972

18 April L967

26 November 1974

14 Aprtl 1970

22 october 1968
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January 1982

November 1979

August 1975

Novenb€r L9AO a/
January L983 g/
December 1978 Z/
Novernber 1973

Deqember 1973

January 1978

February l9?7

l? February l98I a/
17 ilanuary 1974

22 August 1979

l0 Aprtl L979 g/
24 .tune 1975

25 January 1971

15 September 1978

3 October 1975

21 ilune 1979

28 lray 197s

L May L972 9/
3 November 1972 g/

15 May 1970 E/
1"8 August 1983

22 Septernber 1971

16 July L97 4 ful

12 December L973 ful

L4

30

I9
1

2T

29

I
L7

24

15
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State

I'lexico

l.torlgol la
!4orocco

Netherlands
New Zealand

Nlcaragua
Norway

Pa nana

Peru

Phllippines
Poland

Portugal

Roman i a

Rwanda

Saint Vincent and the crenadlnes
senegal

Solomon Islands
spain

sri Lanka

Surinane
Sweden

Syrian Arab Republ.ic
Togo

Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia

Ukrainian Soviet Soclalist
Republic

Union of Soviet Social ist
Republlcs

United Kingdon of creat Britain
and Northern freland

United Republic of Tanzanla

Date of signature

5 ,tune 1968

19 January 1977

25 ilune 1959

12 Novenber 1968

20 March 1968

27 ituly 1976

11 Auqust 19 77

19 December 1966

2 March 1967

7 @tober 1976

27 June 19 68

6 iluly 1970

28 Septenber 1975

29 septenber 1967

30 Aprll 1968

20 lGrch 1958

18 r'hrch 1968

16 september 1969

Date of receipt of the
instrunent of ratif ication

or accession

23 l'larch I98L il
18 Novenber 1974

3 May 1979

11 Decernber 1978

28 December 1978

12 I'larch L980 a/
13 september 1972

I March 1977

28 April 19 78

7 June 1974

l8 lrtarch 1977

3I .ruly 19 78

9 Decenber 1974

16 April 19'15 g/
9 November I98l a/

13 rebruary 1978

17 March 1982 c/
27 Apr iL 1977

ll ,tune L9e0 fu/
28 Decenber I97 6 a/
6 Decenber t97l

2l April 1969 il
24 May 1984 e/
8 Decernber 7978 g/

18 March 1969

12 November 1973

16 October 1973

20 li6y 1976

11 ,Iune L976 a/



State

Unlted States of Anerica

UruguaY

venezuela

viet Nan

Yugoslavia
zalre
zanbia

Date of signature

5 october 1977

21 February 1967

24 June 1969

I August 1967
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APrtl 1970

May 1978

septenber ).982 a/
June 1971

Novenber 1976 a/
Apr Ll 1984 Z/

I
lo
24

2

1

10

g/ Accession.

p./ Follonlng on the aaloption by the General Assenbly of resolution
2758 (xxvl) of 25 october 1971 on the restoratlon of the lawful rights of the
Peopler s Republic of china in the United Natlons, the Mlnister for Forelgn Affairs
of the Peoplers RePublic of china' by a note addreased to the Secretary-General '
received on 29 Septenbet L972, stated:

nl. with regaril to the multilateral treatles signed, ratlfied or acceded

to by the defunct chinese governnent before the establishnent of the Peoplers

n"pt't:-i. of ehlna, ny coveinment r,till exarnine aLl their contents before naking

a decision in the Light of th€ circumstances as to whether or not they should
be recognized.

n2. As fron I october 1949, the day of the founding of the Peoplers
Republic of china' ttte cht"ng Kai-shek cllque has no right at all to represent
china. rts signature and ratlflcation of' or accession to' any rnultilateral
treaties by usurping the name of tchlnar are all illeqal and null and void'
My Governnlnt wiff stuay these tnultilateral treaties before naking a decision
in ttre tigfrt of the cir;unstances as to vthether or not they should be acceded

to. "

The lists in annexes f to IfI therefore do not include the slgnature of the

two Covenants and the optional Protocol on behalf of the "Republic of China" on

5 october 19 67.

c/ Date of reception of notificatlon of successlon'
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State

Afghanistan

Algeria
Argentina

Australia
Austria b/
Barbados

Belgium

Bolivia
Bulgaria
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Republic

cameroon

canada b,/

Central African Republic
Chile
China g,/

Colombia

Congo

Costa Rica
q/prus

Czechoslovakla

Denocratic Rarnpuchea

Democratic peopler s Republ ic
of Korea

Deturark b/
Dorninican Republlc
Ecuador b/
Egypt

Date of siqnature

10 December 1968

19 February 1968

18 Decenber 1972

l0 Decernber 1973

l0 December 1968

I october 1968

19 r.hrch 1968

16 September 1969

2l Decenber 1965

19 Decenber 1966

19 Decernber 1966

7 october 1968

17 october 1980

20 r,rarch 1958

4 April 1968

4 August 1957

Date of receiDt of the
inetrwrent of ratif ication

or accession

24 January 1983 a,/

13 August 1980

l0 Septernber 1978

5 .fanuary 1973 g/
2l April 1983

1.2 August 1982 ?/
12 Septerflber 1970

12 November 1973

27 June L984 g/
L9 May 1976 a/
8 May I98l a/

l0 February 1972

29 October 1959

5 october 1983 il
29 November 1968

2 April L969

23 Decenber 19?5

14 Septernb€r L98I a/
6 ,tanuary 1972

4 January L978 a/
b uarch 1969

14 January 1982

ANNEX II

List of States yhicb bave slqned, ratifled or acceded to the
Internationtl Covenant on Civil and Political Riqhts



State

El. Salvador

Flnland !,/
France

cahon

canbla

Gernan Denocrat lc Republic
cermany ' Federal nepublic of b/
Gulnea

Guyana

Honduras

gungary

Iceland D/
rndia

fran (lslarnic Republ ic of)
frag
I re lind
Israel
Italy p/
Janalca

Japan

,tordan

Xenya

Lebanon

I.lberla
l,ibyan Arab .tamahlrlya
Lurernbourg !/
lladagaacar

Mal1

MauritluB
l,hxico

l,!ongol ia

Pate of slqnatuEe

2l septenb€r 1967

ll october 1967

27 llarch 1973

9 october 1968

28 February 1967

22 August 1968

19 December 1956

25 March 1969

30 Decenber 1958

tl Apr{l 1968

18 February 1959

I October 1973

19 DecembeE 1966

18 atanuary 1967

19 Decernber 1956

30 ay 1978

30 June 1972

18 Aprll 1967

25 Novenber 1974

17 Septenber 1959
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Date of receipt of the

30 Novenber 1979

.L9 August 1975

4 November 1980 a/
2l January 1983 A/
22 !'tarch 1979 Z/
8 NovembLr I9?3

17 Decefiber 1973

24 January 1978

15 t'ebruary 1977

l7 January 1974

22 August 1979

l0 April L979 gl
2al itune 1975

25 January 1971

15 septenber 1978

3 october 1975

2l June .L979

28 l/lay 1975

I vtay L972 al
3 Novernber 1972 a/

15 !4ay 1970 g/
I8 August 1983

21 June 1971

15 July L974 fu/
12 Decetnber 1973 a/
23 arch L98l fu/
18 Novemtier 19745 ,tune 1968
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State

llorocco

Netherlands !/
New zealand !,/
Nlcaragua

Norway !/
Pa nanE

Peru !/
Philipplnet
Poland

Portugal
Romanla

Rwanda

saint vlncent and the Granrdlncs

senecal !/
Spain

sri Lanka g/
sur Inatne

Sweden b/
Syrlan Arab Republlc

To9o

Trlnldad and Tobago

?un iaia
Ukrainlan sovlet sociallst

Republic

unlon of Sovlet Soclallst
Republlca

United xlngdon of Grelt Britaln
and Northern lreland !i/

United Republlc of Tlnu rnl!
Unlted States of An€rica

Uruguay

venezuela

Date of alqneture

19 ilanuary 1977

25 atunc 1969

12 Nov€nbcr 1968

20 March 1968

27 ituly 1976

1l Auguat 1977

t9 Decenb€r 1955

2 l,tarch 1967

7 Octobcr 1976

27 June L968

6 lluly 1970

28 scptenb€r 1975

29 S.pt€mber 1967

30 Aprtl 1968

20 March 1958

18 urrch 1968

16 Septenb€r 1968

5 @tober 1977

21 February 1957

2{ itune 1959

Date of recelpt of the
instlutnent of ratif lcation

or acce€slon

3 May 1979

1I December 1978

28 December 1978

12 March 1980 a,/

13 septenber 1972

8 tlarch 1977

28 April 1978

I8 Itarch 1977

15 June 1978

9 Decenber .L974

16 Aprtl L975 a/
9 Novenber l98l a,/

13 February 1978

2? Apr lI L977

l1 June L980 g/
28 Decenber L976 Z/
6 December 19 7l

21 April L969 a/
24 May 1984 a/
2l December L978 4
18 arch 1969

12 Novenber 1973

t5 October 1973

20 rray L976

11 ,tune L976 il

I April 1970

10 uay 1978



State

viet Nan

Yugoslavia
zalte
zambla

Date of slqnature

8 August .L95?

article
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Date of receipt of the
instrurent of retlficatlon

or accesElotl

24 september 1982 g/
2 June 1971

I No\renber L976 ful
10 Aprll L9e1 gl

1/

v
9/

AcceEsion.

Itlade the declaratlon under

See annex f, footnote g/.

4l of the Covenant.
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State

Austrla
Barbados

Bolivia
Caneroon

canada

centraL African Republic
China b/
Colombla

Congo

Costa Rica
qn)rus

Dednark

Donln lcan Republlc

Ecuador

El. Salvador

Finland
France

Guinea

Hohduras

Iceland

Italy
Janaica

Luxembourg

I'tiadagascar

Mauritius
Nether Iands

Date of slqnature

l0 December 1973

2l December 1966

19 December 1966

19 Decenber 1966

20 March 1958

,! April 1968

2I september 1967

l-1 Decernber 1967

19 !4arch 1975

19 Decenber 1966

30 April 1976

19 December 1965

17 september 1959

25 ilune 1969

Date of recelpt of the
lnstrument of ratif lcation

or accession

5 January L973 9/
12 August L982 fu/
27 June L984 a/
L9 May L976 Z/
I uay 1981 a,/

29 october 1969

5 October 1983 a/
29 November 1968

6 January 1972

4 January L978 g/
6 March 1969

19 August 1975

17 February I9a4 a/

1l August L979 a/
15 septbnber 1978

3 october 1975

18 August L983 a/
21 ilune 1971

12 Decenber f973 &/
l-I Decernber 1978

ANNEX ITT

I,lst of states whtch have slgn€d, ratified or acceded to the



State

Nicaragua

Norway

Panana

peru

Philipplnes
Portugal
Saint vincent and the Grenadiries
Senegal

Surinane

Sweden

Trlnidad and Tobago

Uruguay

venezuela

\ za ire
I

Zanbia

!/ Accesslon.

p/ s€e annex f, footnote b/.

Date of siqnature

20 lrlarch 1968

27,Iuly 1976

Il August 1977

19 Decernber 1966

I August 1.978

6 .luly 1970

29 September 1967

21 February 1967

15 Novenber 1976
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Date of receipt of the
instrunent of ratif ication

or accession

l? l,larch LgAO a/
13 september 1972

I March 1977

3 October 1980

3 May 1983

9 Novenber I98I a/
13 February 1978

28 December 1976 A/
6 Decenber 1971

14 Novenber L98O a/
I April 1970

l0 liay 1978

1 Novernber 1976 g/
10 April 1984 a/




